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LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 
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TERMS  OF  REFERENCE. 

“To  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  operations  of  the  Acts  dealing  with  Congestion  in  Ireland, 
the  working  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and  the  Land  Commission  under  these  Acts,  and 
the  relations  of  the  Board  with  the  Land  Commission  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  ; what  areas  (if  any)  outside  the  districts  now  scheduled  as  congested, 
require  to  be  dealt  with  as  congested  ; what  lands  are  most  conveniently  situated  for  the  relief 
of  congestion  ; what  changes  in  law  or  administration  are  needed  for  dealing  with  the  problem 
of  congestion  as  a whole,  for  facilitating  the  migration  of  the  surplus  population  from  congested 
areas  to  other  lands,  and  generally  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  people  inhabiting  congested 
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346 

84 
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47o 

15 

Mr.  James  O’Shea, 

426 

49 

Col.  W.  A.  (;.  Saunders  Knox- 

477 

20 
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Mr.  Michael  Fleming, 

430 

H 

62 

Mr.  John  O'Malley,  . . 

482 

30 

The  MacGilUcuddy  of  the  Reeks, 

430 

03 

Mr.  Felim  Seanlan,  . . 

Very  Rev.  Canon  O’Riordan, 
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Mr.  Thomas  Gallagher, 

507 

115 
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577 
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526 
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Rev.  Michael  Keaveney,  P.P.,  . . 
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528 
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582 

, 
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Mr.  James  Motrin, 

528 
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Mr.  William  Neil, 

583 
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529 
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Rev.  Joseph  A.  Pelly,  o.C., 

583 

168  • 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  M.P., 

529 

•175 

Miss  Rose  Ann  Griffiths, 

587 

175 

Mr.  Henry  A.  Burke,  J.p., 

533 

Vol.  X. 
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The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Ash  town 
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Mr.  Peter  J.  O’Malley,  j.p.,  .. 
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6 
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591 
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Rev.  John  Flatley,  C.O., 

537 
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Mr.  John  F.  Ward, 

591 
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540 
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593 
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Mr.  Michael  Joyce,  . . 
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20 
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594 
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595 
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544 

29 

Mr.  Thaddeus  Glynn, 

596 

197 

Mr.  Patriek  Sullivan,  . . 

545 

34 
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Mrs.  C.  Blake, 

546 

36 

Mr.  Leslie  Edmonds,  . . 

COO 

208  • 

Mr.  Joseph  Cloherty,  . . 

547 

39 

’Rev.  Thos.  Reidy,  p.p.. 
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“ 

44. 

Mr.  James  Rafferty,  .. 
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569 

X. 

116 
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151 
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52 

II. 
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IX. 
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Crawford,  Mr.  Robert,  o.E., 
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IX. 

141 
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IX. 
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Crawford,  Mr.  Walter,  j.p., 
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vn. 

101 

Browne,  Mr.  Ernest,  . . 

380 

vn. 

178 

Crichton,  Mr.  Alexander, 

229 

V. 

222 

Burke,  Mr.  Henry  A.,  J.P., 

538 

X. 

1 

Crookshank,  Mr.  C.  H„ 

149 

nr. 

221 

Byrne,  Mr.  J 0I111, 

335 

vn. 

45 

Croshle,  Mr.  David  Talbot-,  J.P., 

{ 231 

V. 

202 

Cahill,  Mr.  Thomas,  . . 
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X. 
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X. 

194 

Callanan,  Rev.  J.,  p.p., 

577 

X. 

143 

Crosbie,  Mr.  Lindsey  Talbot-,  . . 

235 

V. 

147 

Campbell,  Mr.  John,  . . 

03 

n. 

206 

Crossan,  Mr.  James,  . . 

98 

n. 

225 

Campbell,  Mr.  Patrick, 

94 

11. 

*1 

Cryan,  Mr.  J.  M., 
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ST. 

80 

Campbell.  Professor  .1.  R., 

180 

IV. 

45 

Culleton,  Sir.  Louis,  . . 

375 

vn. 

164 

Campion,  Mr.  Rody, 

370 

vn. 
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CulUnane,  Sir.  M., 

547 
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33 
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366 

vn. 

140 
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591 
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185 
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95 

n. 
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561 
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87 
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VII. 
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VII. 
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370 

VII. 
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VIII. 

77 
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221 
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VI. 
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69 
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40 
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115 
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304 
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45 

n. 

20 
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58 

II. 

78 
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340 
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46 
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298 

VI. 
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449 

VIII. 
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Gllmartln,  Sir.  William, 
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VL 

80 
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75 

Gilroy,  Sir.  John, 

300 
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410 

VIII. 
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405 

IX. 
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611 

X. 

232 
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X. 
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414 

VIII. 

22 
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381 

VII. 
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Doris,  Mr.  John, 

350 

MI. 

97 

Gore,  Col.  W.  A.  G.  Saunders 

477 

IX. 

20 

Downing.  Sir.  John,  .. 

452 

VIII. 

133 

Gough.  The  Right  Hon.  the 

Doyle.  Mr.  John  J.,  .. 

610 

X. 
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Graham,  Sir.  James,  . . 

34.. 

,9 

Driscoll,  Mr.  Janies,  . . 

301 

VII. 
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II. 

232 
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X. 
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321 
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IX. 
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81 

II. 
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92 

II. 

200 

Green,  Rev.  W.  S.,  .. 

1 

1 

Durcan.  Mr.  Edward, 

283 

VI. 

109 
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X. 
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Duthie.  Mr.  A.  T.,  . . 
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IV. 

11 
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277 

VI. 

93 

Gritnths,  Sliss  Rose  A., 
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X. 
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fluilfoyle,  Mr.  J.  J.,  . . 

VII. 

Edmonds.  Mr.  Leslie.  . . 

X. 

X. 

Halpln,  Rev.  J.,  p.p..  . . 

3S' 

VII. 

Egan.  Mr.  Matthew.  . . 

617 

X. 
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Hamilton,  Major  James, 

SI. 

liO 

Fallon.  Rev.  John,  P.P., 

512 

IX. 

130 

Hanrahan,  Sir.  James, 

. 4'" 

VIII. 

Fecley.  Mr.  Joseph,  . . 
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X. 

267 

Harbinson.  Sir.  W.  J., 

J 351 

VII. 

99 

Feeney.  Sir.  Timothy, 
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X. 
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Mil. 
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Harkin.  Sir.  John. 
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Flnnerty,  Mr.  Martin, 
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X. 
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1M11 
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IX. 
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Harkin.  Sir.  Michael.  . . 
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104 

Harrington.  Mr.  Daniel. 
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Harrington,  Mr.  VV.  S., 

400 
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49 

Harte.  Mr.  Bernard,  . . 

251 

V!. 

9 

Lawless,  Mr.  William, 
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X. 

92 
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003 
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213 

Leeper,  Mr.  William,  J.P., 

352 

vn. 

101 

Hayes,  Very  Rev.  Canon,  P.P.,  v.G. 

412 
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17 
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VII. 
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485 
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42 
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271 

VI. 

73 
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519 

IX. 

147 

Lowry,  Rev.  Andrew,  p.p., 

326 

vn. 

5 

Henry,  Mr.  Dominick, 

273 

VI. 

82 

Lucey,  Mr  Jeremiah,  . . 

426 

vm.  i 

49 

Henry,  Mr.  Mark  C.,  . . 

621 

IX. 

158 

Lyden,  Mr.  John  M.,  . . 

543 

X. 

27 

Henry,  Mr.  P.  J., 

274 

VI. 

83 

Lynch,  Mr.  Patrick,  . . 

350 

vn. 

112 

Henry,  Rev.  Martin,  P.P., 

528 

IX. 

172 

Lyons,  Mr.  Michael  A., 

556 

X. 

81 

Heraghty,  Mr.  Thomas, 

510 

IX. 

125 

Lyons,  Very  Rev.  Canon,  P.P.,  v.G. 

501 

IX. 

93 

Heron,  Mr.  William,  . . 

94 

II. 

209 

M'Aleenan,  Mr.  John, 

333 

VII.  j 

35 

Hewson,  Mr.  Geo.  F.,  f.s.i.,  . . 

291 

VI. 

128 

M'Aleer,  Mr.  Patrick,  .. 

349 

VII.  j 

95 

Hihbett,  Mr.  T.  B.,  . . 

597 

X. 

198 

M‘ A lister,  Mr.  Daniel, 

343 

vn. 

73 

Higgins,  Mr.  Patrick,  . . 

502 

IX. 

96 

M'Aloon,  Mr.  Terence, 

308 

vn. 

146 

Hogan,  Mr.  Patrick  J„ 

388 

VII. 

208 

M'Alpiae,  Very  Rev.  Canon,  P.P.,  j 

544 

X. 

20 

Hosty,  Rev.  Thomas,  P.P., 

502 

X. 

90 

M' Andrew,  Rev.  B.,  p.p.,  . . ! 

548 

X. 

41 

Howe,  Mr.  Richard,  . . 

367 

vn. 

142 

M‘ Arthur,  Mr.  Joseph, 

52 

H.  | 

50 

Hurley,  Mr.  Jeremiah,  J.P., 

465 

vm. 

185 

M'Ateer,  Rev.  John,  p.p., 

375 

vn. 

163 

Irvine,  Col.  Henry, 

62 

n. 

95 

H'Auley,  Mr.  Bernard, 

344 

vn. 

75 

Irwin,  Mr.  John, 

613 

X. 

237 

M'Auliffe,  Mr.  John,  . . 

392 

vn. 

219 

Jagoe,  Mr.  Abraham,  . . 

462 

vm. 

171 

M'Bride,  Mr.  John,  . . 

70 

ii. 

124 

Johnston,  Mr.  James, 

99 

n. 

M'Bride,  Mr.  Patrick, 

70 

n. 

121 

Jordan,  Mr.  David,  . . 

515 

IX. 

137 

M'Bride,  Mr.  Patrick, 

300 

VII. 

125 

Joyce,  Mr.  John  H.,  . . 

564 

X. 

98 

M'Cabe,  Mr.  John,  . . 

308 

VI. 
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Joyce,  Mr.  Michael,  . . 

541 

X. 

20 

M'Caffrey,  Mr.  Peter,  . . 

370 

vn. 
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95 

ii. 
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ii. 
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Julian,  Mr.  James  E.  J.,  J.P.,  . . 
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VIII. 

8 and  20 

M'Callum,  Mr.  James, 

97 

ii. 

220 

Kane,  Rev.  Matthew,  o.o.. 

323 

VI. 

235 

M'CanVbridge,  Mr.  John, 

344 

vn. 

77 

Kavanagh,  Mr.  Jolm,  . . 

50 

n. 

42 

M'Cann,  Rev.  Thomas, 

346 

vn. 

S4 

Keane,  Mr.  Patrick,  . . 

391 

VII. 

216 

M'Carron,  Mr.  Jolm,  . . 

97 

ii- 

221 

Keaveney,  Mr.  Jolm,  . . 

618 

X. 

253 

M'Carthy,  Mr.  Charles, 

422 

vm. 

37 

Keaveney,  Mr.  Michael. 

295 

VI. 

148 

M'Carthy,  Mr.  Florence, 

403 

vm. 

174 

Keaveney,  Rev.  Michael,  P.P.,  . . 

527 

IX. 

167 

M'Carton,  Mr.  James, 

321 

VI. 

226 

Keaveney,  Rev.  Patrick, 

482 

IX. 

29 

M'Clafferty,  Mr.  Hugh, 

05 

n. 

105 

Keenan,  Mr.  John.  . . 

867 

vn. 

143 

M'Clintock,  Mr.  Arthur, 

102 

ut. 

1 

Kelleher,  Mr.  William, 

319 

VI. 

221 

M'Cloy,  Mr.  Alexander, 

344 

vn. 

76 

Kelly,  Mr.  Joseph, 

554 

X. 

64 

M'Clure,  Mr.  Robert,  f.s.i.,  J.p., 

447 

vm. 

109 

Kelly,  Mr.  Patrick,  . . 

98 

n. 

224 

M'Conalogue,  Rev.  John,  p.p.,  . . 

354 

VII. 

107 

Kelly,  Mr.  Peter  J.,  .. 

579 

X. 

152 

M'Connell,  Mr.  Charles,  J.p.,  . . 

340 

vn. 

•63 

Kelly,  Rev.  James,  . . 

341 

X. 

21 

M'ConneU,  Mr.  Jolm,  . . 

70 

n. 

124 

Kelly,  Rev.  John, 

475 

IX. 

15 

M'Cormiok,  Mr.  Patrick, 

343 

vn. 

73 

Kelly,  Rev.  J.  J„  p.r., 

371 

vn. 

154 

M'Cullagh,  Mr.  Hugh, 

360 

vn. 

123 

Kelly,  Rev.  Michael,  . . 

252 

VI. 

13 

M'Cullagh,  Mr.  Peter  (of  Artagh- 

357 

vn. 

115 

Kennedy,  Mr.  Cornelius, 

572 

X. 

128 

M'Cullagh,  Mr.  Peter  (of  Aught- 

356 

vn. 

113 

Kenny,  Mr.  Edward,  . . 

93 

n. 

205 

M'Curdy,  Mr.  John  (of  Cragma- 
creggan,  Rathlin  Island). 
M'Curdy,  Mr.  John  (of  Mig,  Rath- 

339 

vn. 

58 

Kenny,  Mr.  P.  D., 

504 

j IX. 

104  anil 

338 

vn. 

57 

Kerin,  Rev.  H.,  P.P.,  . . 

436 

VIII. 

80 

M'Daid,  Mr.  Hugh, 

101 

K- 

235 

Kerr,  Rev.  Montgomerie, 

837 

vn. 

52 

M'Dermott,  Mr.  Peter  James,  . . 

274 

VI. 

S3 

Killeen,  Mr.  Patrick  J., 

507 

IX. 

117 

M'Devitt,  Mr.  Hugh,  . . 

79 

n. 

155  _ 

Kirwan,  Mr.  Denis,  . . 

505 

X. 

102 

M'Donagh,  Mr.  Patrick, 

557 

X. 

73 

Kirwan,  Mr.  Patrick,  . . 

874 

| vn. 

161 

M'Donald,  Rev.  Michael,  p.p.,  . . 

' 503 

IX. 

99 

Lafferty,  Mr.  William, 

69 

ii. 

229 

M'Donnell,  Rev.  John,  P.p., 

! 523 

IX. 

160 

Larkin,  Mr.  John  (?.,  . . 

51 

: IT. 

48 

M'Donneil,  Very  Rev.  Canon,  p.p 
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320 
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~i 
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\T.  j 

4; 
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vn. 

13 
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384  , 
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00 

II. 

86 

Micks,  Mr.  William  Lawson,  . ■ 

10 
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1 

M'Farlaue,  Mr.  James, 

350 

VII. 
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- 90 

Mitchell,  Sir.  P.  W.  D., 
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2- 
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XI. 
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301 

VII. 
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Mitchell,  Mr.  Patrick,  . . . . 

208  ' 
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303 

VII. 
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Mitchell,  Mr.  WiUiam,  . . 1 

201 

VI. 

41 

M'<illlicuddy  of  the  Reeks,  The,  ! 

430 

VIII. 

63 

Moelair,  Mr.  Thomas, . . . . | 

503 

IX.  I 

112 

IfGlyun,  Right  Rev.  Monsignor,  i 

82 

II. 

160 

Moeran,  Mr.  Archibald, 

582 

X.  j 

182 

M'  Govern,  Mr.  J ohn,  . . 

408 

IX. 

84 

Motloy,  Rev.  Thomas, 

.80 

II.  i 

192 

M‘ Cowan,  Rev.  E.  V., 

334 

VII. 

40 

Molyneux,  Very  Rev.  Canon,  p.p.. 

413 

vin.  ! 

21 
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337 

VII. 

55 

Mongan,  Mr.  Martin,  . . 

554 

X. 

65 

M‘ Cowan,  Rev.  Michael, 

347 

VII. 

87 

Montgomery,  Mr.  William, 

01 

M'Cregor,  Mr.  R.  R.,  . . • • 
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IV. 
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Moore,  Mr.  James, 

355 

VII. 
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320 
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18 
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282 
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558 
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VII. 

90 

M'Kenna,  Very  Rev.  Canon,  P.P., 
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VII. 

12 
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332 
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33 
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X. 
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n. 

46 
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VII. 

80 
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IX. 

131 
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DORAN,  Mr.  H. 

Sec  also  pp-  410,  495,  611  mid  623. 

Land  Purchase  Operations  op  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  purchased  152 
estates  up  to  present,  1832.-84,958  the  total  number 
of  holdings  in  congested  districts,  1836. — 98,000  the 
number  of  families  in  congested  districts  according 
to  1891  Census,  1837. — Poor  law  valuation  of  land 
covered  by  the  84,958  holdings  was  £522,961,  1838-9. 
— 84,958  holdings  covered  entire  area  of  all  holdings 
classed  as  agricultural  in  Census  return,  1840. — 
Untenanted  land  in  congested  districts,  witness 
could  give  fairly  reliable  particulars  for  Mayo  and 
Roscommon,  1841. — Not  for  other  counties  except 
from  returns  supplied  by  rate  collectors,  1842. — 
14,536  holdings  bought  by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
300  of  which  were  outside  scheduled  districts,  1843.— 
Poor  law  valuation  of  holdings  purchased  was 
£94,982,  1844. — Board  had  bought  one-sixth  of  all 
holdings  in  congested  districts,  some  had  also  been 
purchased  through  the  Land  'Commission,  1845. — 
Board  had  been  dealing  with  land  to  a large  extent 
only  since  1900,  1846. — First  large  estates 

bought  in  1899,  1847. — 'Board’s  operations  in  con- 
nection with  land  purchase  had  been  under  three 
Acts,  only  three  estates  bought  under  Act  of  1891, 
forty-six  estates  bought  up  to  Act  of  1903,  1848. — 
Price  paid,  £556,079,  1849. — 106  estates  at  % price 
of  £1,233,708,  bought  sinco  Act  of  1903,  1849a,  1851. 
— Return  showing  price  of  £1,403,762,  included  four 
estates  not  included  by  witness  as  transactions  were 
not  closed,  1850. — 'Board  bought  only  poorest  class 
of  tenanted  estates  and  such  untenanted  land  as  they 
could  acquire  with  a view  to  enlarging  small  hold- 
ings on  tenanted  estates ; re-arrangement  of 
■ tenanted  estates  necessitated  considerable  expendi- 
ture on  fencing,  road-making,  etc.,  cost  of  which 
could  not  be  added  to  selling  price  of  holdings  with- 
out making  them  too  dear,  1853. 

Loss  on  Re-sale. 

Board’s  capacity  to  lose  limited  to  £11,000 
a year,  land  transactions  must  be  regulated  accord- 
ingly, 1855-6. — £11,000  all  that  was  left  to  cover 
loss  in  development  of  estates  when  estimates  were 
made  up,  1857. — Average  loss  on  Board’s  purchases 
and  improvement  schemes  up  to  present  time,  6 per 
cent,  of  ccfet  price  of  estates,  1854,  1858. — Loss  would 
be  greater  in  future ; Board  hadi  to  pay  more  for 
estates  while  value  of  laaid  had  not  increased ; cost 
of  re-arrangement  would  be  at  least  as  much  as  before, 
and  less  of  outlay  could  be  added  to  selling  price  of 
land  ; probable  future  loss  12  per  cent.,  1859,  1873. — 
Board  had  hitherto  retained  estates  purchased  for 
four  or  five  years,  applying  revenues  obtained  to 
improving  estates,  as  they  considered  it  wiser  to  do 
their  work  thoroughly  and  had  no  other  funds,  but 
delay  had  been  criticised,  and  if  estates  were  in 
future  kept  for  a shorter  time  the  rents  could  not  be 
used  for  improvements,  1859. 

Funds  Needed. 

Amount  per  year  up  .to  which  estates  could 
be  bought  in  future  depended  entirely  on 
funds  at  disposal  of  Board,  1860-1.— With 

existing  means  it  would  be  about  £100,000, 
1863. — But  that  was  only  toying  with  the  problem, 
1862,  1864.— If  Government  meant  to  tackle  the 
problem  seriously  they  must  give  tlxe  Board  sufficient 
Linds  to  do  the  work  quickly  and  properly,  1865. — 
Estimate  of  future  loss  at  12  per  cent,  made  on 
further  consideration,  and  with  qualification  that  in 
•future  Board  should  purchase  only  very  poorest  class 
of  tenanted  estates  and  a larger  proportion  of  grass 
land,  1866-7. — If  estates  not  altogether  of  poorest 
class  were  bought  loss  might  not  be  more  than  8 per 
cent.,  1867.— Ffrench  estate  was  poor,  but  not  very 
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poor,  1868. — Some  of  estates  bought  were  poorest  that 
could  he  found,  others  not,  1869. — Figures  delibera- 
tely given  from  close  consideration  of  operations  up 
to  the  present,  1870. 

Revenues  obtained  from  difference  between  Rent 
and  Interest  on  Purchase  Money. 

Amount  of  revenue  obtained  from  estates  while  in 
Board’s  possession  more  that  5 per  cent,  of 
price  in  ordinary  poor  estate,  1879.— 2§  per 
cent,  interest  paid  to  Land  Commission,  1875, 
1877. — 40  to  60  per  cent,  of  revenue  left  to 
spend  according  to  price  paid  for  estate, 

1878-1880.— £100  a.  year  was  collected  from  estate 
with  a £100  rental,  1881-3. — Immediate  reduction 
of  rent  often  pressed  for,  but  not  given  except  in 
few  cases,  1884. — 2§  per  cent,  only  charged  on 
advance  under  Act  of  1903,  1886-8. — In  case 
of  Dillon  estate  a substantial  sum  in  discharge  of 
arrears  and  a full  year’s  rent  exacted  before 
giving  abatement  of  rent  pending  same,  1885. — 
Gross  rental  of  Dillon  estate  about  £20,000, 
1889. — In  case  of  Dillon  estate  Board  had  to  pay 
sinking  fund  as  well  as  interest ; but  they  subsequently 
got  back  sinking  fund,  with  net  result  that  they 
paid  2§  per  cent,  on  money  borrowed  for  purchase. 
1890-1. — Difference  between  interest  and  rental  left 
£11,750  a year  to  spend  on  estate,  1891. — Board  had 
spent  £60,000  on  Dillon  estate  on  land  improvement 
and  re-sold  it  without  loss  to  tenants,  charging  no 
tenant  whose  holding  was  not  increased  more  than 
sixteen  years’  purchase,  1892. — 'Price  of  estate, 
fifteen  years’  purchase,  people  said  it  was  cheap, 
1893. 

Number  of  Holdings  Bought,  Character,  etc. 

14,000  odd  holdings  bought  since  Board  came 
into  operation,  1894. — Some  in  villages  and  towns, 
but  not  urban,  1895. — .Pracifcioally  iall  the  14,000 
tenants  were  agricultural,  not  more  than  100  town 
tenants  who  had  not  holdings  of  land,  1899. — Hold- 
ing of  a man  having  a business  in  the  town  would 
not  be  increased  till  requirements  of  bona  fide  agri- 
cultural tenants  were  satisfied,  1900. — 289  new 
holding®  created,  having  area  of  8,101  acres 
and  rental  of  £4,331,  189)6. — 6,000  tenants 

dealt  with  out  of  14,000,  remaining  8,000 

mostly  purchased'  under  Act  of  1903,  and  could 
not  be  dealt  with  owing  to  delay  in  vesting  estates 
in  the  Board  ; gross  purchase  price  of  twelve  estates 
vested  on  or  before  31st  March,  1906,  £9,000 ; only 
time  for  re-arrangement  except  by  construction  of 
roads,  buildings,  etc.,  from  October  to  March,  when 
land  was  nncropped,  1897. — 289  new  hold- 
ings created,  1,453  out  of  6,000  enlarged,  practically 
all  more  or  less  improved,  Board  had  invariably 
done  main  drainage,  built  necessary  accommodation 
roads,  etc.,  1901. — Some  of  remaining  8,000  improved, 
in  others  vesting  had  not  been  effected,  or  was  re- 
cently effected,  1903-5. — The  1,453  enlarged  holdings 
had  been  transferred  to  tenants,  1906-7. — Board  had 
only  about  six  estates  up  to  1899,  1909. — And  could 
have  done  much  more  if  they  could  have  got  more 
land  and  more  money  to  buy  and  improve  it,  1910. 

Price  of  Tenanted  and  Untenanted  Land. 

Return  showing  particulars  of  untenanted  land  ac- 
quired by  the  Board  for  migration  and  enlargement 
of  holdings,  1911. — First  estate,  Clare  Island,  bought 
at  ten  years’  purchase,  1912. — Rental  corresponded 
with  poor  law  valuation,  1913. — If  fixed1  out 
of  court  rental  would  correspond  to  first  term 
judicial  rent,  1917. — Average  price  of  first  three 
estates  bought  up  to  1896,  14-7  years’  purchase  of 
poor  law  valuation,  1917. — Including  tenanted  and 
untenanted  land,  1918. — Average  price  for  last 
period,  2059  years’  purchase. of  poor  law  valuation, 
58,000  acres  of  that  were  untenanted  and  of 
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lect  whole  rental;  property  rarely  free  from  •, 
tion  against  payment  of  rent,  2002,  2014-5  — £16  fti? 
rent  received,  excluding  demesne,  for  year 

estate  was  purchased  by  Board,  2003. Cost  of  !S® 

lection,  etc.,  20  per  cent.,  2004.— Size  of  demiwX 
2010.— Poor  law  valuation  of  demesne  and  la,!?’ 
about  £20,000,  2013. -Lord  Dillon  anxious  to  get  X 
of  property  and  to  treat  hie  tenants  generous^ 
2016.— Lord  Dillon  made  as  good  a bargain  as  anv 
other  landlord  of  a poor  estate  in  neighbourhood 
the  time,  2017,  2000-Price  paid  S2&.000  Sit! 
to  charges  which  brought  it  up  to  something  over 
£300,00),  201S.-Eo.rf  had  rigf.t  to  collect 
M9.— Lugemmljeroimigi.toryl.Wei-s  came  ftom 
?™toS  U"‘°n'  “ "S;*  D‘U°n  w.s  situ.fe 
,932  -Many  small  holdings  m SwmW  Union  too 
small  to  maintain  families  without  aid  from  ex 
traneous  sources,  occupiers  migrated  to  England 
from  June  or  March  to  November,  1983.  —If  economic 
rent  were  defined  as  margin  left  over  after  necessaries 
of  family  had  been  provided  for,  rent  of  a holding 
would  vary  according  to  size  of  family  1984  5 J! 
Previous  purchasers  considered  they  had  a better 
bargain  than  purchasers  under  Act  of  1903 
1989-90.— Payments  of  purchaser  accepting  decadal 
reduction  under  Acts  previous,  to  1903  extended  over 
same  period  as  under  1903  Act,  1994-5.— Old  Pur- 
chaser got  his  holding  at  a lower  price,  1996.  r 

Extent  of  Congestion. 

Scheduled  congested  districts,  included  in  nine 
western  counties  of  Ireland,  only  one  electoral  divi- 
sion being  in  County  Clare  ; population  of  scheduled 
districts,  505,723.— Roughly,  one-ninth  of  total 
population  of  Ireland ; valuation  of  districts  one- 
nineteenth  of  entire  valuation  of  agricultural  hold- 
ings of  Ireland ; area  of  districts,  3,626,381  acres 
one-sixth  of  gross  area  of  Ireland,  2021.—  Smaller 
ingestion  outside  scheduled  districts,  2022 
— ^'OOO  odd  hoidings  in  congested  districts,  2022, 
2027,  2163.— Of  which  74,413  were  under  £10  rate- 
able V^r’  1,e''  nneconomic  holdings,  2022,  2163, 
4160.-45,130  of  the  74,413  uneconomic  holdings  at 
valuations  below  £4  ; gross  valuation  of  the  45,139 
holdings,  £102,488,  or  an  average  of  £2  5s.  5 d.  per 
holding,  2023,  2163.-13,000  holdings  sold  to  tenants 
through  Land  Commission,  Estates  Commissioners, 
and  Congested  Districts  Board,  2024-7,  2166— Witness 

te  ^ il^6'TooSbld  & tEe  *<***  were  included 
in  the  13,000,  2028-9. — Number  of  holdings  remain- 
ing to  be  dealt  with  approximately  64,000,  2037,  2167. 
—A  proportion  of  remaining  holdings  were  over 
P?  y*juation,  economic  holdings,  and  should  be 
deducted  from  the  64,000  total,  2037-8,  2168-9— 
Most  of  the  64,000  would  have  to  be  bought,  beoause 
estates  were  sold  as  a whole,  but  as  a rule  there  was 
no  loss  on  economic  holdings,  2039-41— Act  of  1903 
X Tn^  ^ckly  in  Connaught  as  in  other 

P of,  Ireland,  2042.— Special  treatment  of  con- 
0ested  estates  would  cost  Government  less  if  they  pro- 
vided money  and  staff  enough  to  do  the  work  quickly 
J Bailsfact°rily  ; • re-settlement  of  an  estate  could 
ii++1  done  under  two  or  three  yeare,  mainly  because 
iPLe,cmi’d  ,be  done  except  from  October  to  March, 
9M7  MBoard  employed  all  the  labour  it  could  get, 
-V&1' - °J  bodings  in  congested  districts 
land  1U1C|  2^®-“-Poard  held  enough  untenanted 
™ake  aI1  holdings  already  bought  eoonomic  if 
enough  tenants  would  migrate,  but  they  could  not 
™™?i,Pfcl\WOT:k  tlU  land  was  vested,  2050.— Not 
mnn+i 1 Jand  Jn  eongested  districts  to  meet  require- 
P persons  likely  to  migrate ; enough  land  in 
possible  f<2G6i1  lf  sufficientlJ  extensive  migration  were 

Maritime  Districts. 

Tttmlliap€!r>enil;  . holdings  not  a practicable 
*n  maritime  districts;  not  enough 
ones  congestion  would  migrate, 

I??*—6’  ^ -Popaiatioi,  ot  maritime  area, 
distviofo  U"r.  entire  population  of  scheduled 

’ 2°5i  ~F™ctically  no  land  in  that  ar9a  for 
snintf!,?  * °f  holdings,  2055,  2115— If  capital  were 
per  cent.Pon  estate  J 20  205^8  some  families  might  migrate  successfully, 

prick-  of  estate^  Prd  tv?/’  1999-—F actors  affecting  everyth  districts  needed  special  treatment; 

’ ' Hdlon  not  always  able  to  col-  «n,i  ^ ® P°,sslble  should  be  done  to  develop  fishing 

and  seaweed  industries,  2059,  2115,  2133. -Some  land 
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annual  value,  £12,579 ; witness  prepared  to  give 
prices  of  tenanted  and  untenanted  land  separately, 
1919. — Practically  no  untenanted  land  on  one  of  first 
estates,  1920. — Cost  per  acre  of  no  value  for  com- 
parison of  rate  of  purchase  owing  to  difference  in 
quality  of  land  bought,  1922. — Average  price  of 
tenanted  land  for  first  period  about  twelve  years, 

1925,  note. — For  second  period,  fifteen  and  a half 
years’  purchase  of  rental,  including  arrears,  1924-5. 
— -Which  landlord  was  legally  entitled  to  collect, 

1926.  — Average  price  of  untenanted  land  for  first 
period,  twenty  and  three-quarters  years’  purchase, 
amount  bought,  2,025  acres,  estimated  annual  value, 
£322,  purchase  price,  £6,676  ; second  period,  19,566 
acres  bought,  estimated  ‘fair  value,  £4,937,  purchase 
price,  £123,506 ; average  rate  of  price,  twenty-five 
yeare,  1927. — -Third  period,  58,223  acres  bought,  esti- 
mated fair  value,  12,579 ; purchase  price,  £348,431. 
equivalent  to  twenty-seven  and  two-third  years’  pur- 
chase ; variation  in  price  of  tenanted  land  since  1903, 
from  seventeen  and  three-quarters  to  twenty  and 
one-third  years’  purchase,  1928— Average  rate  of 
price  about  eighteen  and  a half  of  yearly  and  first 
tenn  rents,  and  twenty-one  of  second  term  rents, 
1929. — Nineteen  and  three-quarters  the  average  for 
tenanted,  twenty-seven  and  two-thirds  for  untenanted 
land,  1930-1. — Fair  annual  value  of  land  estimated 
by  witness  himself,  1932. 

Increase  in  Price. 

Two  reasons  for  increase  in  price  after  1903,  tenant 
was  now  financed  in  a way  that  enabled  him  to 
pay  a higher  price  without  making  his  annual  pay- 
ments higher  than  he  would  have  had  to  pay  under 
previous  Land  Acts,  and  he  was  willing  to  pay  an- 
nn%  f°*  a.  longer  period  provided  he  got  immediate 
relief,  1933-6,  1950,  1991-3. — Before  1903,  more  needy 
landlords  sold  because  creditors  pressed  them,  larger 
and  more  generous-minded  landlords  sold  at  prices 
they  knew  to  be  low,  1937. — -Price  of  fee-simple  of 
iand  increased  very  ranch  irrespective  of  bonus 
1938— Though  actual  value  of  land  had  not  in- 
creased, 1939— Quality  of  tenanted  land  purchased 
much  the  same  after  as  -before  1903,  untenanted 
land  better,  1940— Not  much  property  selling  in  con- 
gested districts  between  1891  and  1896,  what  was 
sold  was  not  offered  to  Board,  1941— Comparatively 
tew  estates  coming  into  market  before  1903,  1942— 
Depreciation  of  land  stock  one  of  the  reasons,  1943, 
E,nSllsh  solicitor  had  declined 

,ba^e  Insh  land  stock,  Board  made  about  £13,000 
tbo  cL1'!hlSaiL711Th  %y  Put  into  drains,  etc.,  on 

1946  S’^1+944'^Land  Sellin«  beyond  its  value, 

;•  ii  v x,ts  so  anxl°us  to  own  their  land,  espe- 
cially when  they  owed  arrears  that  they  would  always 
give  a high  price,  1949-Arrears  not  exactlv  ,S  S 
1951  2°  fA<1?r*UP  P flC6S’  but  t5ley  acted  in  that  way, 
ments'm*e,dd?  meant  spreading  instal- 

Sart \w  S i PeJ1Gd  'and  enabling  tenant  to 

dn  fha^  wav  t,tre?redi1'X’  advanta^  *>  tenant 
1955 1QSR  y,T™  ^/educed  security  foL-  advance, 
for  and  increased 

Ssjg-suss?  in  *—  ™ 

Dillon  Estate. 

-In  5>rf  to  rafrttnCK? 

IfflSoT  lSS1-Eocl96S_6'^A”d  .entoW™ 

“-V“ 

out  supplementing  tliei-r  eamintre  Wltjl' 
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essential;  Board  should  see  that  most  was  made  of 
what  there  was,  but  people  must  look  to  sea  for  their 
main  source  of  living,  2060. 

Migration  of  maritime  population  not  feasible  or 
desirable,  many  lived  comfortably  according  to  .their 
own  standard,  2062-3,  2115,  2132-4. — Fishing  industry 
capable  of  immense  development ; Board  could  not  be 
blamed  if  they  lost  even  ’a  laige  sum  in  effort  to  de- 
velop it,  2064,  2149. — Agricultural  holdings  of  mari- 
time population  could  be  immensely  improved  by 
striping  and  re-arranging,  so  that  .a  man  would  have 
his  holding  in  two  or  three  places  instead  of  ten  or 
twelve,  2065-7,  2115,  2149. — Reclamation  not  pos- 
sible to  any  large  extent  in  maritime  district,  2068.-  - 
33,710  houses  in  maritime  district,  2069. — 33,000  odd 
maritime  holdings  should  be  taken  from  the  gross  of 
85,000  odd,  not  from  the  64,000,  2113-6. — Quite  a 
different  problem  from  districts  west  of  black  line 
in  map,  2117. 

Districts  marked  “ B ” in  map  were  those  from 
which  holders  would  not-  migrate  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  relieve  congestion,  2070-1. — Opinion  founded  only 
on  witness’s  knowledge  of  the  people,  2072. — People 
had  not  been  asked  to  migrate,  2073. 

Local  Opposition  to  Migration. 

Board  had  power  to  buy  untenanted  land  in 
non-congested  areas,  but  could  utilise  it  only  for 
relief  of  holders  within  scheduled  areas ; absurd  re- 
striction, 2075-86,  2090-3. — Fact  had  given  rise  to  very 
strong  local  objection  to  purchase  by  Board  of  un- 
tenanted lands,  2087-8. — Strong  local  feeling  against 
migration  of  any  sort  into  untenanted  areas,  2094-6, 
2118-9. — Three  estates  acquired  where  feeling  was  very 
strong ; lands  not  yet  disposed  of,  2097. — With  all  un- 
tenanted land  in  congested  districts  Board  could  re- 
lieve about  one-third  of  uneconomic  holdings,  which 
would  be  about  all  that  would  migrate,  2098-9. — Board 
never  yielded  to  feeling  against  migration,  but  at 
present  they  had  not  overcome  it,  2102.— If  Board  had 
legal  power  to  enlarge  uneconomic  holdings  near  their 
purchases,  feeling  against  migration  would  be  lessened, 
and  if  influential  men  in  the  districts  were  responsible 
for  settlement  they  would  get  people  to  take  a more 
reasonable  view,  2103. — Support  of  soundest  public 
opinion  necessary  to  success,  2104. — Any  body  pro- 
moting migration  on  large  scale  must  have  strong 
local  influence  and  strong  local  trust,  2107-8. — And  in- 
timate acquaintance  with  circumstances  of  population, 
2100. 

Economic  Holding. 

Definition  of  an  economic  holding : one  from 
produce  of  which,  under  good  management, 

a family  could  maintain  themselves,  2122. — 
Assuming  family  of  five  people,  2124-5. — Wife  an  im- 
portant factor  as  making  money  out  of  pigs  and  fowls, 
2126,  2139. — Family  might  live  comfortably  on  un- 
economic holding  if  surplus  labour  could  be  remune- 
ratively employed  near  at  hand,  2123.— Keener  compe- 
tition for  uneconomic  than  for  economic  holdings, 
tenant’s  interest  in  the  West  often  realising  thirty 
years!  purchase  of  a very  small  holding,  as  against 
five  years  for  a £200  farm,  2130-1. 

Maritime  District. 

Granite  formation  in  Donegal  and  Northern  Gal- 
way not  bad  base  for  agricultural  soil,  2135-6. — De- 
posit of  sand  and  peat  near  sea  in  Connemara  made 
good  soil  for  crops,  2137. — Agriculture  in  maritime 
districts  could  be  improved  in  same  sense  as  a 
labourer’s  plot ; land  not  to  be  regarded  as  farms  in 
tlie  ordinary  sense,  2139-40. 

Rossveale  Bay,  Costello,  and  Garna  district  up  to 
Itossmuck  not  classed  as  maritime,  people  too  f ar  from 
fishing  grounds,  2141-4. — Agricultural  holdings  of  fish- 
ing  population  very  valuable  ill  Aranmore,  2145. — In 
district  “ B " land  must  be  developed  as  it  was  and 
industries  other  than  fishing  established,  2147. — Not 
much  uutenanted  lion-residential  grazing  land  in 
Mayo,  2150. — Much  good  could  be  done  in  Erris  by 
acquiring  land  in  addition  to  developing  fishing  in- 
dustry, 2151-3.— Nearly  all  the  33,000  maritime  hold- 
ings uneconomic  and  would  come  out  of  the  45,139  not 
exceeding  £4  valuation,  2157-9.— Number  of  £4  hold- 
ings' left  no),  very  large,  2160. — Average  valuation 
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might  be  misleading,  few  large  farms  would  raise 
average  ill  misleading  way,  2171. — Not  many  large 
farms  in  maritime  districts,  2172. — Witness  believed 
the  fishing  industry  could  be  developed  in  maritime 
districts,  but  did  not  pretend  to  know,  2177-9. — Popu- 
lation of  174,960  must  live  by  fishing  or  some  other 
industry,  2181-4,  2185. — Witness  knew  nothing  of  cir- 
cumstances of  Scotch  fishermen,  2185-7. 

Reluctance  to  Migrate. 

Causes  of  unwillingness  to  migrate  were 
absence  of  capital,  want  of  education,  dis- 
like to  going  among  new  neighbours,  2188.— 
Board  had'  been  able  to  dispose  of  all  un- 
tenanted land  they  could  get  up  to  1903,  and  though 
class  of  migrants  were  not  what  Board  would  have 
chosen,  not  one  had  failed  to  pay  his  way,  2188. — 
Number  of  migrants,  280,  2189. — Strong  local  feeling 
against  migrants,  2191. — Migrants  welcome  only 
where  population  was  very  sparse,  2192-3. — Many 
would  migrate  if  they  were  offered  a fully-equipped 
holding  and  capital  to  stock  land,  2194. — Board  had 
always  met  wishes  of  intending  migrants  desiring  to 
get  new  holdings  adjoining  or  adjacent  to  each  other, 
2195-6. — Witness  regarded  objection  to  migrate  as 
temporary,  2197-9,  2201. 

Classification  of  Congested  Districts. 

Three  groups  in  congested  area,  “ A,”  mari- 
time, number  of  householders,  33,710 ; popula- 
tion, 174,960 ; Poor  Law  valuation,  £172,140 ; 

“ B,”  mainly  in  Donegal,  Kerry,  and  Cork, 
districts  from  which  there  would  not  be  migra- 
tion sufficient  to  relieve  congestion,  number  of 
householders,  23,602 ; population,  122,819 ; Poor  Law 
valuation,  £144,122;  “C,”  scheduled  districts  from 
which  landholders  enough  would  migrate  to  relieve 
congestion,  number  of  householders,  42,802 ; popula- 
tion, 207,944 ; Poor  Law  valuation,  £260,781, 
2110,  2200. — Gross  totals,  number  of  householders, 
100,114 ; population,  505,723 ; Poor  Law  valua- 
tion, £577,043  ; 84,958  agricultural  holdings ; no 
land  adjacent,  and  available  for  relief  °f  con- 
gested  areas  outside  Connaught,  Connaught  pro- 
blem a special  one,  2200. — Migration  from  “C” 
probable  because  lands  available  for  migration  were 
near  and  known  to  the  people,  2202-3. — “ C ” the  only  ' 
group  from  which  it  would  be  passible  to  migrate  any 
large  numbers,  2204. 

Efforts  to  promote  Migration. 

Board  had  attempted  migration  in  “ A”  and  “B,’r 
posting  notices  all  over  districts,  describing  lands, 
available  for  migration  and  inviting  applica- 
tions for  new  and  better  holdings,  2205,  2221. 
— Groups  of  families  could  have  gone  together  2206. 
— Result  not  satisfactory,  2207. — Migrants  selected 
from  Board’s  own  estates,  2208.— All  land  acquired 
up  to  1903  got  rid  of,  except  smne  retained  for  special 
purposes,  2209. — Board  advised  its  tenants  to  migrate 
but  left  them  perfectly  free,  2211. — -Poster  issued 
eighteen  months  ago,  2212.— Since  Act  of  1903,  2213. 
— Comparatively  few  applications  in  response  to- 
poster,  persons  from  neighbourhood  of  grass  areas  in 
non-congested  districts  petitioned  Board  to  give  land 
to  small  holders  and  sons  of  tenants  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, threatening  trouble  in  some  cases  if  "strangers’^ 
were  placed  on  land,  221f. — Posters  quite  well  under- 
stood, 2215. — All  applications  came  from  " C,”  2217- 
8. — If  Board  had  power  to  buy  large  areas,  they 
should  first  satisfy  requirements  of  uneconomic 
holders  adjacent  to  purchased  lands,  and  use  surplus 
for  migrunts  from  congested  districts;  if  local  people 
understood  that  it  was  not  within  power  of  Board  or 
Estates  Commissioners  to  give  holdings  to  young 
people  in  those  areas,  objection  to  strangers  would 
subside,  2223. — Even  present  inquiry  and  ensuing 
discussion  might  create  a change  of  feeling,  2224. 

Very  small  proportion  of  holdings  sold  by  Board  to- 
tenants  were  economic,  because  they  could  not  get 
enough  land,  2225-6.— -But  improvements  effected  by 
the  Board  had  greatly  enhanced  value  of  holdings, 
while  ownership  stimulated  holders  to  continue  im- 
provements; on  Dillon  estate  tenants  had  carried  out 
more  improvements  in  five  years  since  purchase  by 
Board  than  in  preceding  forty  years,  2226. — Un- 
economic holdings  on  Dillon  estate  would  become 
economic  in  next  five  years,  2227. 
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Compulsory  Powers. 

Very  little  un tenanted  land  in  Mayo,  2228,  2230- 
1. — Grazing  farms  held  under  judicial  tenancies, 
or  by  landlord,  or  farmers  residing  elsewhere,  or 
merchants  devoting  spare  time  to  management  of 
grass  farms,  229.— Board  could  not  .acquire  much 
without  compulsory  powers,  2232,  2236-9. — Compul- 
sory powers  should  apply  to  tenant  purchasers 
as  well  as  to  owners  in  fee,  2234.— No  tenement  under 
£25  Poor  Law  valuation  included  in  proposal, 
2235. — Voluntary  agreement  impossible  because  Board 
must  have  lands'  in  hand  before  buying  poor  tenanted 
estates,  2237. — Same  conclusion  held  good  in  Roscom- 
mon, 2239. — Good  many  grass  farms  sold  in  Roscom- 
mon under  Act  of  1903,  most  would  have  been  sold 
but  for  provision  preventing  advance  exceeding  £500 
being  given  to  tenant  whose  tenancy  was  created 
after  1st  January,  1901,  2241. — 4,000  acres  held  by 
tenant  purchaser's,  but  witness  was  only  able  to  as- 
certain tenure  of  42,000  out  of  101,000  acres  in  Ros- 
common, 2242-4. — Not  large  proportion  of  the  101,000 
acres  remaining  on  hands,  say,  6,000  to  10,000  acres, 
2245-6. — Very  little  held  in  temporary  lettings,  i.e., 
as  untenanted  laird,  2246. — Tenant  in  occupation 
would  have  to  he  bought  out,  2247-8. — Board  had 
power  to  compulsorily  determine  judicial  tenancy  if 
they  required  land  for  migration,  2249. — On  payment 
of  compensation  or  offering  holding  elsewhere,  2250. — 
Board  had  long  been  looking  for  land  iir  Roscommon, 
and  had  not  been  able  to  get  much,  2251. — Tenant  had 
to  be  dealt  with  separately,  2252,  2254-6. — Compen- 
sation given  for  disturbance  and  improvements,  Board 
could  determine  tenancies  only  on  their  own  estates, 
2253. — Difference  in  price  paid  to  landlord  for  ten- 
anted and  untenanted  land,  2257-8. — If  landlord  had 
land  in  his  own  hands  he  ought  to  get  same  price 
that  would  be. paid  in  dealing  separately  with  land- 
lord and  tenant,  2259. — Compulsory  powers  should 
apply  to  all  parties  having  a legal  interest  in  lands, 
2262-3. — Justification  for  compulsion  strengthened 
when  it  was  not  applied  to  any  particular  class,  2264. 
— Relief  of  congestion  so  necessary  as  to  justify  ex- 
treme course,  Congested  Districts  Board  had  never  got 
means  to  apply  drastic  and  generous  treatment 
needed,  2265. — Witness  favoured  compulsory  acquisi- 
tion of  grass  lands,  because  land  as  at  present  held 
yielded  little  either  to  holder  or  to  the  country,  2266- 
9. — Not  worth  while  to  get  compulsory  powers  if  they 
applied  only  to  untenanted  land,  2270.— Of  tenancies 
classed  as  permanent  tenure  many  were  future  ten- 
ancies (commenced  since  1881),  and  could  not  be  de- 
termined without  compensation,  but  compensation 
would  be  much  less  than  that  to  which  tenant  hold- 
ing under  judicial  tenure  would  be  entitled,  2271. 

Evicted  Tenants. 

Few  evicted  tenants  on  estates  purchased  by  Board, 
Board  reinstated  them  and  set  them  up  again,  2272, 
2275.— De  Freyne  estate  instance,  2276.— Board  made 
no  special  provision  for  evicted  tenants,  2273.— If 
holding  from  which  tenant  was  evicted  was  not 
vacant,  Board  referred  him  to  Estates  Commissioners, 
special  funds  to  deal  with  evicted  tenants, 
2277-8.— Not  desirable  to  have  evicted  tenants  dealt 
with  by  two  bodies,  2279,  2281.— If  Estates  Commis- 
sioners wc-iv  excluded  from  Mayo  and  Roscommon  by 
Board  s operations.  Board  would  provide  land  for 
evicted  tenants,  2280. 


Classification  of  Board’s  Land  Purchase 
Operations. 

Board  had  been  censured  for  slowness  o 
operations,  statement  of  particulars  as  to  pui 
chase  of  estates  would  satisfy  critics  that  the  Boar, 
had  made  great  efforts  but  had  failed  to  get  the  nc 
cessary  powers,  2284.—  Board’s  land  purchase  trans 
actions  of  three  classes ; first,  purchase  with  their  owj 
funds  of  three  estates  from  1891  to  1896;  second 
•j!-*1';  by  means  o(  advance  o 

Land  Stock  from  1896  to  1903,  nearly  all  estates  pur 
fi[St  cl,asses,  deposed  of  to  occupiers 
tteiib.  Estates  purchased  under  first  class,  area,  6,691 
^ RP0°r  LVV i valuation’  J1. 268 ; purchase  price 
£18,618;  second  class,  area,  164,489  acres;  Poor  Lav 
valuation,  £33,787 ; number  of  tenants,  6,523;  pur 
chase  price,  £537,461;  third  class,  106  estates  pur 
chased  under  Act  of  1903.  area.  264,573  acres  - 20635< 
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acres  tenanted;  58,223  acres  untenanted;  Poor  Law 
valuation,  £59,927 ; number  of  tenants,  7,799 ; yearly 
rental  of  tenanted  land,  £43,016;  purchase  price 
£1,233,708,  2287. — Board’s  land  operations  during 
first  period  so  small  that  funds  needed  did  not 
seriously  retard  industrial  and  fishery  development 
2289. — Though  more  money  could  have  been  applied 
but  for  diversion  of  funds  to  purchase  estates,  2291-2. 
—Percentage  of  untenanted  land  less  than  33  per 
cent,  of  total  acreage  purchased  between  1891  and 
1896,  2294. — 58,223  acres  untenanted,  206,350  acres 
tenanted,  purchased  since  1903,  2295. — Price  given 
under  Act  of  1903,  19|  years  for  tenanted,  27§  for 
untenanted  land,  2297. — Price  given,  1891  to  1896, 12 
years  for  tenanted  lands,  2299. — 20f  for  untenanted, 
2300. — Pi-ice  given  1896  to  1903,  15  years  on  first  term 
rents,  19§  on  second  term  for  tenanted  land,  2304-5. 
— 25  years  for  untenanted  land,  2306-7. — Estimated 
fair  rent  much  less  than  grazing  rent,  2308. — Price 
under  Act  of  1903,  19§  years  for  tenanted  land,  first 
term  rents ; 21g,  second  term,  2309. — 27§  years  for  un- 
tenanted land,  2310,  2313. — Bonus  not  included  in 
any  cqges,  2313. — Board  had  lost  on  an  average  six 
per  cent,  on  cost  price  of  estates  sold  and  completed, 
all  which  were  estates  purchased  previous  to  Act  of 
1903,  less  of  expenditure  would  be  recovered  in  future 
since  same  class  of  estates  had  to  be  bought  at  a 
higher  price,  and  profits  from  land  had  not  increased, 
2314. — Value  of  grazing  land  would  naturally  rise  as 
supply  of  untenanted  land  diminished,  2316-7,  2363-4, 

Breaking  up  Grass  Land,  Effect  on  Cattle  Trade, 
&c. 

Taking  up  considerable  areas  of  untenanted  lands 
and  planting  working  fanners  on  them  would 
increase  rather  than  diminish  number  of  stock  raised 
and  fed,  since  holders  would  naturally  improve  their 
land,  thereby  increasing  its  stock-carrying  capacity, 
and  fact  of  keeping  part  of  land  under  tillage  would 
enable  them  to  feed  more  stock  in  winter,  2318,  2326-8, 
2364a,  2376,  2385. — Beasts  could  be  fattened  on 
turnips,  etc.,  if  small  farmers  managed  their 
holdings  in  businesslike  manner,  2346. — Fatten- 
ing in-fed  cattle  in  summer  out  of  the  question,  but 
indoor  fattening  in  winter  should  be  much  more 
general  than  at  present,  2348. — Graziers  bought  cattle 
twice  a year,  April-May  and  October-November,  2349. 
—No  open  air  fattening  of  cattle  in  winter  done  in 
Ireland,  2350. — Cattle  bought  in  November  mostly  ex- 
ported for  stall-feeding,  2351. — Considerable  exportof 
2g  year  old  cattle  from  West  of  Ireland,  2319. — At  pre- 
sent tenants  could  not  keep  tQieir  beasts  for  two  years 
beoause  they  bad  not  enough  land,  2321-2  ; and  there- 
fore sold  them  to  graziers,  2323,  2342.— <Who  in  turn 
sold  them  ito  man  who  fattened  them  im.  Meath  .and  else- 
where, 2323,  2331,  2344,  2361. — Witness’s  proposal 
would  eliminate  the  middleman,  2325,  2331-2,  2352, 
2366-76. — Witness’s  observations  confined  to  counties 
in  Connaught  containing  congested  districts,  2333.— 
Rich  grazing  lands  of  Meath,  etc.,  quite  unsuitable 
for  small  farmers  to  settle  on,  2333-8. — By  untenanted 
grass  land  witness  meant  land  more  suited  to  mixed 
fanning  than  simple  grazing,  2339-40. — Land  to 
be  broken  up  would  not  fatten  cattle,  2357-8. 
— Beasts  grew  large,  but  not  fat  on  store 
land,  2359-61. — Suiplus  young  stock  in  poorer 
districts  would  be  purchased  by  thirty  small 
fanners  instead  of  one  grazier,  2379-81.— Or  if 
demand  for  store  cattle  exceeded  local  supply,  cattle 
dealer  would  collect  supply  from  remote  districts, 
2384. — New  cultivators  would  not  largely  raise  their 
own  stock,  and  would  therefore  continue  to  buy  from 
wester^  districts,  2385-6. — New  cultivators  would  be 
quite  capable  of  stall-feeding,  2387. — Witness  would 
exclude  from  cultivation  the  fattening  land,  heavy 
retentive  land  not  suited  to  agriculture,  2388,  2392-3. 
— Very  little  of  such  land  in  Connaught,  there  were 
isolated  farms,  2389. 

Re-arrangement  and  Striping. 

Intricate  work  done  by  Board  in  re-arrangement'  of 
estates,  Bingham  estate  instance,  344  holdings  at  total 
rental  of  £1,164,  held  in  5,051  detached  parts,  2395-6- 
—Difficulty  of  surveying  and  mapping  such  estates,  _ 
2395. — Average  fifteen  detached  parts  for  each  tenant,' 
seventy-seven  holdings  under  £2  rent,  2397.— No 
fences,  all  rundale  holdings;  one  holding,  area  6 
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acres  28  perches,  rent  £2  7s.  bd.,  in  thirty-six  separate 
„ortions:  average  holding,  area  8 acres  33  perches, 
L„t  £2  8s.  10d.,  in  sixteen  separate  plots;  area  of 
plots  in  one  holding,  1 rood  24  perches,  15  perches, 

4 perches,  and  so  on;  another  holding,  12  acres  9 
perches,  rent  £2  11s.,  in  24  divisions;  11  acres  35 
perches,  rent  £2,  in  15  divisions ; 6 acres  3 roods  35 
perches,  rent  £1  15s.  IOcL,  in  39  divisions ; 4 acres  30 
perches,  rent  17s.  6 d.,  in  29  divisions;  voluntary  ar- 
rangements had  to  be  made  with  each  individual 
tenant;  work  of  Board  on  island  on  Leonard  estate 
near  Carna,  roads  made  through  and  across  island, 
each  man’s  share  laid  out  in  two  divisions  and  fenced, 
2398-9.— Tenants  had  improved  land  since  re-arrange- 
ment and  could  mostly  now  keep  a cow  and  grow 
potatoes  and  vegetables  enough  for  food,  some  lived 
mainly  by  sale  of  kelp,  some  by  fishing,  2399. — Sandy 
place  on  right  hand  aide  striped  to  give  each  man  a 
share  to  dry  seaweed  on,  2400. — Most  holdings  judi- 
cial holdings,  2401.— Landlord  never  troubled  about 
tenants  so  long  as  they  paid  their  rent,  2401a. — Case 
of  Fenish  Island,  also  on  Leonard  estate,  grazier  pay- 
ing £45  a year  for  grass  farm  of  46  acres  dispossessed, 
land  used  to  enlarge  tenants’  holdings,  2402. — 
Twenty-two  families  on  land  as  well  as  grazier,  800 
acres  of  mountain  and  bog  held  by  grazing  tenant 
under  the  Court,  who  competed  against  Board  for  the 
land,  expecting  to  be  financed  by  Land  Commission; 
need  for  alteration  of  law  to  prevent  such  transac- 
tions, 2403-5.— Letting  under  Land  Judge’s  Court 
usually  for  seven  years,  if  estate  were  sold,  tenant 
' would  have  to  give  up  possession  six  months  after 
date  of  sale,  2404. — Tenants  on  Fenish  Island  mostly 
judicial  tenants,  2406. — Land  Commission  did  not 
map  island,  2407.  —Rents  fixed  in  early  days,  estate 
bought  by  Board  in  1892-3 — usual  process  was  to  get 
a local  surveyor  to  measure  divisions  and  estimate- 
value  on  that  survey,  2409. — Board  had  power  on  re- 
quisition of  three-fourths  of  tenants  of  any  townland 
to  compel  the  remaining  fourth  to  agree  to  stripe, 
fuller  powers  desirable,  but  a good  deal  had  been  done 
without  compulsion,  2410. — Bingham  estate  in  hand 
at  present,  part  of  it  striped,  -2411. — Extreme  cases  _ of 
rundale  more  general  in  maritime  districts  than  in- 
land, but  not  confined  to  them,  2412-3. — Commission 
should  bear  in  mind  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  ar- 
rangements in  connection  with  striping  land  when 
forming- opinion  as  to  progress  made  by  Board,  2413. 

Clare  Island. 

Clar-e  Island,  high  wall  separating  grazing  from 
arable  land  needed  to  keep  mountain  sheep  within 
bounds,  2417. — Stone  wall  built  in  preference  to  wire 
fence  that  tenants  might  earn  enough  to  pay  arrears, 
2418-9,  2422,  2430.— Wall  cost  £1,600,  2420.— Wire 
fence  would  have  cost  £1,000. — Island  bought  by 
Board  with  their  own  funds  in  1895  for  £5,056;  area 
3,949  acres,  poor  law  valuation,  £507  18s. ; rental, 
£483  9s.  6d.,  payable  by  98  tenants;  Board  got  pos- 
session of  749  acres  valued  at  £92,  held  under  tem- 
porary lettings ; tenants  largely  in  arrears  for  rent, 
£1,796  up  to  May,  1895,  ana  rates ; twenty  had  been 
evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent;  islanders  generally 
regarded  as  being  in  lawless  condition,  2423. — No 
fences,  cattle  and  sheep  herded  all  day  while  crops 
were  growing,  wall  built  separating  cultivable  land 
from  mountain  grazing,  land  between  wall  and  sea 
striped  and  fenced,  stripe  assigned  to  each  tenant  on 
basis  of  rent  of  old  holding  with  right  of  grazing  so 
many  “sums”  or  “collops”  on  mountain  commonage, 
2424. — “ Sum,”  a cow  or  other  boast  over  three  years 
old,  or  equivalent  number  of  sheep  (eight  dry  sheep 
to  a cow),  “collops,"  young  stock,  two  year  olds  or 
yearlings,  2425. — Seven  miles  of  six-foot  commonage 
wall,  35  miles  of  mearing  fences  made,  2426. — Fences 
mostly  sod  fences,  stone  walls  where  they  were 
cheaper,  2427. — Good  wire  fence  in  Ireland  cost 
2*.  6d.  or  3s.  per  yard,  2428. — 'Additional  expense  due 
to  cost  of  getting  materials  from  landing  place  to 
site  of  fence,  2429. — Improvement  works  in  process 
about  five  years,  total  expenditure  £8,589,  £3,514 
received  for  rent  and  arrears,  making  net  expenditure 
£5,075,  price  of  fee-simple  of  estate  and  of  tenants’ 
interest  in  holdings  taken  up,  £5,472,  making  total 
net  cost  of  estate  £10,547,  2430,  2450.— Salaries  of 
Board’s  officers  immediately  in  charge  of  improve- 
ments included  in  expenditure  on  improvement'  work's, 
salaries  of  principal.,  officials  charged  against  general 
administration,  2431. — Amount  paid  to  surveyors  and 
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clerks  of  works  apportioned  against  each  estate  at  end 
of  year,  2432. — No  part  of  administrative  expenditure 
charged  against  expenses  of  improvements,  2433.— 
Board  sold  direct  to  tenants  because  they  thought 
Land  Commission  might  decline  to  accept  any  respon- 
sibility about  Clare  Island,  stopping  large  sum  on 
grounds  of  insufficient  security,  as  in  case  of  Ffrench 
estate,  2433-9,  2442. — Difficulty  that  Land  Commis- 
sion would  not  sell  to  tenants  of  small  holdings  got 
over  by  passing  Act  of  1899,  2440-1.— In  case  of 
Ffrench  estate  Land  Commission  retained  as  guar- 
antee deposit  £1,917  out  of  purchase  price,  £9,268, 
though  one-third  of  entire  area  was  untenanted;  es- 
tate sold  at  16  years’  purchase,  2442-5. — Board  got 
an  Act  passed  next  year  authorising  Land  Commis- 
sion to  accept  Board’s  guarantee  against  deficiency, 
2446-7. — Land  Commission’s  inability  to  make  ad- 
vance to  tenant  of  small  holding  applied  only  to  ten- 
ants of  Congested  Districts  Board,  “ small  holding  ” 
defined  as  having  rateable  value  of  less  than  £10, 
2451-2,  2484. — Legislature  apparently  intended  Board 
to  raise  their  holdings  to  £10  standard,  but  made  no 
provision  to  enable  Board  to  get  the  necessary  land, 
2453,  2456,  2461,  2478-9. — Act  in  question  was  Act  of 
1896,  2454-6. — Board  were  operating  under  Act  of 
1891,  which  defined  “ small  holding  ” as  above,  2457. 
— But  were  unable  to  sell  Clare  Island  till  Act 
of  1896  passed,  2458-9. — Rateable  value  of  Land  fixed 
over  forty  years  ago,  2465. — Valuation  of  holding 
varied  with  value  of  buildings  on  it,  2466. — And 
could  be  increased  by  erecting  or  improving  build- 
ings, 2467-73. 

Guarantee. 

Board  obliged  to  give  guarantee  for  amount  Land 
Commission  would  retain  as  deposit  in  absence  of 
guarantee,  2485. — Land  ’Commission  bound  to  ask 
for  guarantee  if  they  had  any  doubts  as  to  security 
of  holding,  2492. — .Witness  thought  guarantee  a fair 
working  arrangement,  but  it  ought  to  be  more  limited, 
2493. — Difficulty  in  the  way  of  sale  to  small  holders 
through  Land  Commission  one  reason  for  direct  sale 
of  Clare  Island,  the  other  was  that  Land  Commis- 
sion would  probably  advance  only  very  small  pro- 
portion of  purchase  money,  2497. — Only  practical 
inconvenience  of  guarantee  was  that  it  might  affect 
Board’s  credit,  2498.— Board  had  a million  and  a 
half  capital,  and  any  deficiency  would  have  to  be 
met  from  that,  2498-502. — Amount  already  pledged, 
£390,818,  2511. — Capital  sum  against  which  that  was 
a liability,  £823,864,  2512. — If  tenants  made  de- 
fault, Board  could  sell  out  holding  and  go  into  pos- 
session, but  that  would  be  a very  extreme  step,  2507. 
— .Land  Commission  would  have  to  offer  occupation 
interest  of  tenant  in  open  market,  and  if  money 
realised  did  not  meet  Commission’s  demand,  Board 
would  have  to  pay  up  deficiency,  2508-2510. — 'Board 
had  had  no  default  in  payment  of  annuities  up  to 
the  present,  2509,  2511. 

Clare  Island., 

Having  decided  to  sell  Clare  Island  direct, 
Board  looked  into  financing  by  Land  Com- 
mission in  connection  with  deoadal  reduction 
system,  2513. — And  satisfied  themselves  from  actua- 
rial calculations  that  decadal  reductions  were  really 
equivalent  to  uniform  annuity  during  sixty-eight  and 
a half  years  of  3|  per  cent.  ; Board  decided  to  sell  at 
uniform  annuity  of  3£  per  cent.,  same  mode  of 
financing  as  adopted  in  Act  of  1903,  in  order  that 
tenants  might  get  improved  holdings  subject  to  as 
low  an  annuity  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
cover  a reasonable  amount  of  capital  expended,  with 
result  that  they  lost  £879  on  Clare  Island,  exclusive 
of  interest  on  purchase  money  of  £5,000  which  they 
had  paid  for  four  years,  2514-5. — Large  expenditure 
on  island  earned  exclusively  by  tenants,  8515-6.— 
Practically  all  money  represented  by  losses  except 
timber,  roofing,  and  skilled  labour  for  buildings,  was 
earned  by  people  for  whose  benefit  operations  were- 
undertaken,  2517. — -Estate  substantially  and  per- 
manently benefited,  2518-9. — Sums,  not  exceeding  £15 
advanced  for  purchase  of  additional  stock,  all  loans 
punctually  repaid,  very  little  difficulty  in  collecting 
instalments,  2519.— Change  wrought  by  Board’s 
operations,  impossible  for  the  bulk  of  the  people  to 
pay  their  way  before  purchase  by  Board,  whereas 
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not  one  liad  failed  to  pay  annuity  up  to  present, 
though  they  had  not  had  holdings  for  five  or  six 
years,  2520. — No  other  industries  there  except  kelp,  if 
people  had  reasonable  facilities  for  getting  produce 
to  market  they  could  quite  well  live  on  the  island 
without  fishing,  2522-3,  2527. — No  fishing  worth 
talking  about,  2524.— -No  harbour  on  island,  2525. — 
Island  sold  to  seventy-six  tenants,  poor  law  valua- 
tion, £507,  average  valuation  of  holdings,  £6  13s.  5 d. , 
2526. — Board’s  steamer  took  stock  once  a year  to  fair 
at  Westport,  before  that  stock  had  to  be  taken  out 
in  small  boats,  2527. — Cattle  were  swum  out  to 
steamer,  hauled  up  with  a crane,  and  dropped  on 
the  other  side  near  shore,  2528.— Steamer  had  a hoist 
and  band  of  canvas  to  put  round  beast,  2529. — 
Board  owned  practically  all  the  islands  on  the  west 
coast,  and  it  was  of  great  importance  that  there 
should  be  reasonable  facilities  for  transport  of  live 
stock  to  and  from  mainland,  2531.— Two  visits  a 
year  of  steamer  would  afford  reasonable  facilities, 
2532.  — .Steamer  waited  till  after  fair  to  take  back 
unsold  stock,  charging  small  rate,  2534.— People 
stood  out  for  better  prices  now  they  could  get  unsold 
beasts  taken  back,  2535-6. — Fifty  per  cent,  improve- 
ment in  value  of  yearlings  through  good  bulls  supplied 
% the  Board,  2536. — Clare  Islanders  not  good  farmers, 
2637. — But  £6  holding  in  one  place  might  be  as  econo- 
mic as  £10  holding  in  another,  2538— Large  deduc- 
tion made  in  fixing  rents  owing  to  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances of  remoteness  and  inconvenience,  2539-41 
—Approximate  value  of  stock  on  Clare  Island, 
±*,006,  3141.— Payment  of  arrears  not  a condition 
precedent  to  operating  on  the  place,  Board  explained 
general  scheme  to  tenants  and  appealed  to  them  for 
co-operation,  2549.—  labour  given  in  six  months  not 
quite  equivalent  to  two  years’  rent,  some  tenants 
own  iSUrm^US  ftock  t0  . suPPlement  their  earnings, 
<»ou-l.  lime  beyond  six  months  given  whenever  a 
mmi  made  a fair  case  for  it,  2552.-No  tenant  got 
ownemhip  till  he  had  completed  all  obligations  put 
on  him,  all  had  done  so  satisfactorily  having  regard 
to  their  circumstances,  2553,-Board  did  consider 
^ striking  instance  of  what  could  be 
2580-1 —Tenants  needed  more  assistance 
towards  fitting  them  to  make  the  most  of  their  land 
by  better  husbandry,  etc.,  2581. 


DORAN,  Mr.  H. — continued. 
be  assessed  by  Land  Commission,  and  so  di<w«,v  , 
improvements,  2574. -Practically  ,all 
earned  out  by  tenants  in  the  West,  even  a P20(vl 
lord  was  only  eipected  to  make  a main  dSJj*d' 
accommodation  road,  2575.— Act  of  1881  gave  &tt 
encouragement  for  improvement  b,  tenant.  Mjw"1 
And  contained  provisions  to  oscuro  teiant’  Z 
value  of  his  improvements,  2578.  m the 


Instruction  f or  Small  Holders. 

Land  purchase  bad  promoted  indmtrv 
thrift  and  avoidance  of  agitation,  but  nor  * 
extent  it  might  have  done  bad  Govern™?' 
followed  it  up  by  helping  and  educatinv 

people  towards  agricultural  development,  ffiajc8 
Practically  nothing  done  since  Department  of  Aericiil 
lure  had  charge  of  it,  2684.  -They  had  done 
deal  in  matter  of  live-stock,  but  dn  poorer  districts  m- 
•nits  were  inappreciable,  2586,-Dep.rtment  of  Apr? 
StS!  nf°j''  "P.™*  of  Hie  Board  iiL 

d lately,  2586.— Board  considered  itself  charged  with 
promoting  agriculture  and  industries  in 
districts  till 'short  time  ago,  2588.— Witness’ swim 
plaints  applied  equally  to  Agricultural  Department 
of  Congested  Districts  Board,  which  had  mven  no- 
special  attention  to  Board’s  estates,  2588 —Board’s 
Agricultural  Department  worked  from  Land  Com- 
mission by  Mr.  Wrench  and  Mr.  Porter,  with  ' 
schemes  and  itinerant  instructors,  2589  —Thev 
worked  both  agriculture  and  stock,  succeeding  in 
improvement  of  cattle,  but  itinerant  instructor?  did 
little  or  no  good,  2590-2.— Witness  did  not  wish  to 
hx  responsibility  or  to  make  reflections  on  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  or  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  whose 
disciple  he  declared  himself,  but  he  believed  far 
more  could  be  done  for  congested  districts  by  agricul- 
tural  development  than  by  migration ; if  elective 
methods  of  instruction,  organisation,  etc.,  were 
applied,  value  of  produce  could  be  doubled,  2593-5— 
Opinion  shared  by  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  2596. 


Delay  ; 


Ie-Sale. 


after 


m.rpwt  o<?rtfd  c.m  Board  immediately 

t’  2555T?-1X  years  tr°m  date  of  pur- 
v,f°^p]ttl0n  ,of  sa]e  «>  tenants,  2554. 
2556  * WnrK11!  I?’6  * h^'1  sold  a W ©artier, 
7°*°'  Works  could  not  be  carried  out  in  le*e  than 

K “tZS'«rwhirs^to"aydS;Id 

Co6urt  ‘ IS!hUd  pur,cll^sed  in  Landa  Judges’’ 

L-ourt,  2563.— In  the  case  of  Clare  Island  Board  tnoV 

wE  o" Bide”  Is?  Rg„  Dr-  “3  Mr 

ato«ghtitSr?Z^to"h^p?e“Se1',  l>u*  witMB 


Landlord’s  Attitude. 

any  ° extensive*1  or” * Jtemt  + °f  Ire,land  attempted 

Its  only  object  was  to  benefit  tnL? i .*enants  knew 
.aspect  even  an exrftait  ] SElJ ’ if'  mi*U 

make  something  out  of  them  25 °r  wantln8  to 

188!  tolled  L O-g  X off'?? £*&  g 


Compulsohy  Powers. 

Board’s  resolution  applying  for  compulsory  powers 
and  additional  funds  passed  when  satisfactory  results 
had  been  attained  with  Ffrench  estate  and  Board  was 
unable  to  acquire  any  others,  2603-5,  2610. - Fund* 
9AA7  °and  HSS  wadely  distributed  than  at  present, 
i lv7H?°ard  was  a new  body,  and  owners  were 
doubtful  as  to  treatment  they  would  receive,  2608— 
Also  Board  only  approached  landlords  who  were 
known  to  be  willing  to  sell,  2609,  2622-3,  2628-9— 
mey  had  sometimes  been  unable  to  come  to 
terms,  2630. — Witness  tried  to  get  into  touch 
°Snex?  .?*  land  suitable  to  Board’s  purposes, 
0s4-  Resolution  applied  mainly  to  untenantod 
land,  object  for  which  compulsion  was  desired  the 
same  then  as  now,  to  get  the  remedy  for  congestion, 
untenantod  land,  2612-21,-Very  difficult  now 
to  get  untenanted  land,  2626.— At  a reason- 
able  price,  2627. — Board  severely  censured  for 

not  dividing  up  farms  near  Newport,  of  which 
l?y  had  bought,  tenants’  interest  in  anticipation  of 
__mg  abIe  to  acquire  ownership  in  fee,  2627. 
- Lena nt  or  tenant-purchaser  more  unreasonable 
tnan  ordinary  landlord,  compulsion  needed  to  apply 
to  both.  2631-2 — Price  iva/  always  tie  difficulty. 

™ blank  wall  of  refusal  to  sell  at  any 
^ i06’  2632-6,  2701-3. — Gap  between  price  asked  and 
puce  Board  was  prepared  to  give  varied  a great 
deal,  often  very  wide,  2637-9.— Board’s  scheme 

, 'IUgratl0n  c<mld  not  be  earned  out  by 
voluntary  agreement,  2639,  2662.— Unless  Board 

“Sir  ■ xa  a area  ffiiey  could  not  deal 

witn  district  on  a systematic  plan,  2639-40.— When 
-lad  bought  a few  grass  farms,  owners  and' 
umers  of  intervening  farms  would  certainly  hold 
out  lor  excessive  price,  2641,  2656-7,  2660.— Com- 
pulsory power  for  tenanted  lands  should  be  taken 
only  where  such  lands  were  adjacent  to  Board’s- 
glass  lands  and  could  not  be  improved  when  those 
rands  had  been  disposed  of,  2642,  2650-4.— Or  if 
Board  had  more  untenanted  land  in  hands  than  they 
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DORAN,  Mr.  H.—  continued. 

could  dispose  of,  2643. — Objection  to  compulsion  in 
regard  to  tenanted  land  was  that  the  tenants  would 
be  likely  to  repudiate  their  obligations,  2644-7. — 
Intervention  of  official  negotiator  to  bring  parties 
together  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  sending 
official  to  fix  price  tenants  should  pay,  2666.— Wit- 
ness’s objections  to  compulsion  would  disappear  if 
judicious  discretion  were  exercised  in  arranging 
terms  of  settlement,  2667-2670.— If  tenants  were  un- 
willing to  buy  at  price  fixed  by  Board,  it  would  be 
possible  to  keep  them  on  as  tenants,  but  very  unsatis- 
factory, 2664-5,  2668-9,  2672. — Last  thing  tenants 
would’  do  would  be  to  give  up  tenancy,  2673. — Board 
would  have  a good  idea  of  what  they  would  give,  2674. 
—And  no  difficulty  would  arise  if  they  were  consent- 
ing parties,  2675. — Landlord  and  tenant  Should  be 
dealt  with  in  same  way,  2676-9. 


Scheme  tor  Compulsion. 

If  compulsory  powers  were  granted,  Congested 
Districts  Board  would  claim  to  have  all  non-resi- 
dential  grazing  land  that  they  thought  necessary  to 
their  purpose  specially  scheduled  from  time  to  time ; 
if  they  failed  to  come  to  terms  with  owners  and 
•occupiers,  Land  Commission  or  some  independent 
tribunal  would  fix  price  to  be  paid  to  landlord  and 
to  tenant  if  there  was  one,  2680.— Act  giving  com- 
pulsory powers  would  settle  procedure  under  which 
money  would  be  paid  and  possession  of  land  ob- 
tained, 2681.— And  give  power  to  enforce  by  legal 
process,  2682. — Principle  would  apply  to  au  land 
needed  for  relief  of  congestion,  2683-4. — Board 
had  done  nothing  in  the  way  of  inviting 
tenders,  but  it  was  quite  well  known  that  they  were 
prepared,  even  anxious,  to  pay  a good  price  for 
suitable  untenanted  land,  2686. — Class  of  property 
the  Board  desired  to  purchase  was  almost  ideally 
high,  2691-5. — Tribunal  appointed  to  fix  prices  would 
be  quite  unfit  for  its  office  if  it  failed  to  appreciate 
favourable  conditions  when  fixing  price,  2696-7.— 
If  Board  had  power  to  schedule  land  required  it 
would  facilitate  voluntary  purchase,  2698. — Proposal 
was  to  pur-chase  compulsorily,  if  necessary,  all  non- 
residential  tenements  having  poor  law  valuation  of 
£25  and  upwards,  irrespective  of  tenure  of  them,  2707. 
— In  regard  to  estates  partly  residential  and  partly 
non-residential,  oompulsory  power  to  purchase  would 
be  desirable  in  exceptional  cases,  but  proportion  of 
suclt  cases  would  be  small,  2708. — That  would  be  in 
accordance  with  Crofters  Act,  2711-2. — Compul- 
sion should  not  be  applied  to  residential  hold- 
ings generally  speaking,  but  it  would  be  necessary 
under  exceptional  circumstances,  2713-8. — Witness 
really  wanted  power  to  deal  with  all  classes 
of  property  concerned,  only  it  would  be  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  persons  who  had  it  to  use  it  or  not, 
2719-20. — .Witness  did  not  propose  to  take  up  all  the 
land  of  a residential  holding,  2721-5,  2728-31,  2733. — 
The  .Board  might  be  allowed  to  schedule  the  portion 
of  the  area  they  required,  2726-7. — It  would  he 
reasonable  to  give  owners  the  option  of  obliging  the 
Board  to  take  over  the  entire  holding  at  a prioe  to 
be  fixed,  2732. 


Advances  under  Act  of  1903. 

Act  of  1903  enabled  people  to  buy  holdings  up  to 
£5,000,  increase  to  £7,000  intended  to  enable  large 
occupier  to  buy  so  that  there  should  not  be  unsold 
remnants  of  estate,  2734,  2737,  2739. — Purchasers  of 
this  class  usually  had  two  or  more  holdings,  living 
on  one  and  fanning  the  other,  2735. — Residential 
holding  would  not  be  interfered  with,  2736. 

Two  classes  of  estates  the  Boai-d  desired  to  buy  (a) 
estates  containing  large  areas  of  partly  or  wholly  un- 
ten  anted  land,  (b)  estates  iin  congested  districts  com- 
prising mainly  uneconomic  holdings  which  ought  not  to 
bo  sold  without  special  treatment,  2743-4. — But  which 
had  till  quite  reoently  been  sold  by  Land  Commis- 
sion just  as  they  were,  2745-6. — Board  had  made 
every  effort  to  buy  nntenanted  land,  and  in  some 
eases  had  paid  more  than  its  value  to  secure  it, 
2746-7. — That  did  not  affect  price  charged  to  tenants, 
Board’s  principle  being  that  whatever  estate  cost 
uiem  price  demanded  on  re-sale  must  be  reasonable, 
2748.  - Loss  in  these  cases  was  over  20  per  cent.,  2749. 


DORAN,  Mr.  H.— continued. 

Loss  ox  Re-Saie. 

Though  it  came  within  the  6 per  cent,  loss  on 
entire  transactions  of  Board,  2749-51. — The  longer 
the  Board  kept  holdings  in  its  possession,  the  more 
cheaply  tenants  got  them,  2752. — Board's  transactions 
had  to  he  measured  by  their  capacity  to  lose,  which 
was  £11,000  a year,  2754. 


Difficulties  in  regard  to  Clearance  of  Title. 

Board  had  experienced  great  difficulties  in  con- 
nection with  clearance  of  title  of  tenants’  holdings, 
absolutely  necessary  that  Government  should  take 
means  to  facilitate  transfer  of  title  in  land,  2754. 

There  were  usually  equities  attached  to  titles  which 
had  to  be  discharged  before  Board  could  sell  with  a 
good  title  a holding  any  portion  of  which  was 
acquired  from  an  occupying  tenant,  2754. — Difficulty 
arose  irrespective  of  tenure,  2755-6. — Law  contem- 
plated transfer  of  equities  to  new  holder,  but  pro- 
cedure specified  was  found  to  be  impracticable, 
2757-8. — Tenants  would  not  buy  if  new  holdings  were 
liable  to  any  charge  other  than  the  annuity,  2761. — 
Main  difficulty  was  that  small  tenants  rarely  con- 
veyed their  interest  by  deed  or  written  document,  so 
that  occupying  tenant  was  often  unable  to  deduce 
title  from  previous  legal  representative  of  holding, 
2762. — Absence  of  any  legal  docrynent  did  not  wipe 
out  difficulty,  2763-5. — Debts  on  holding  and  even 
close  enquiry  into  legal  title  formed  no  part  of  in- 
vestigation when  judicial  rent  was  fixed,  2766-8. 
— Purchaser  under  the  Board  bought  holding  subject 
to  equities  attached  to  it,  he  merely  got  an  advance 
from  Government  to  buy  landlord’s  interest,  2770-1. 
— When  a migrant  left  a holding  in  three  or  four 
pareels  of  land,  ift  was  sometimes  impossible  in 
practice  to  amalgamate  these  parcels  with  holdings 
of  different  tenants  adjacent  owing  to  difficulties  in 
connection  with  clearances  of  title,  2816. 


Compulsory  Striping. 

In  regard  to  compulsory  striping,  Board  had 
power  under  Act  of  1903,  on  request  of  three-fourths 
of  a townland,  to  compulsorily  determine  tenancy  in 
any  one  or  in  all  of  holdings  of  remaining  fourth, 
power  not  satisfactory  in  practice,  because  it  was  not 
always  possible  to  get  three-fourths  of  tenants  to 
sign  requisition,  2771,  2780.— Witness  suggested  that 
Board  and  Estates  Commissioners  should  have  power 
to  determine  any  tenancy  in  any  townland  to  be 
striped  where  tenant  refused  to  agree  to  arrangement 
proposed,  2771. — Irrespective  of  proportion  and  sub- 
ject to  condition  imposed  by  Act  of  1903,  that  ten- 
ant should  be  offered  a holding  of  not  less  value  or 
get  such  compensation  as  County  Court  Judge 
might  determine,  2772-81.— Power  was  asked  only 
for  purpose  of  re-arrangement  of  estates,  2775-7. 


Distribution  of  Land;  Estates  purchased  outside 
Scheduled  Areas. 

In  regard  to  amalgamation  of  small  holdings, 
Board  should  have  power  to  enlarge  uneconomic  hold- 
ings adjacent  to  grazing  land  they  had  purchased 
outside  scheduled  areas  and  apply  surplus  to  relief 
of  congestion  in  scheduled  areas,  2807,  2809. — 
Adjacent  meant  at  a distance  not  exceeding  a statute 
mile,  2810-1.— As  law  at  present  stood.  Board  oould 
enlarge  uneconomic  holdings  on  estates  they  had  pur- 
chased outside  scheduled  areas,  but  Board  did  not  buy 
outside  congested  districts  unless  estate  purchased  was 
mainly  untenanted,  2786-94.— Procedure  was  to  ask 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  schedule  estate  after  purchase  by 
Board,  2796-9. — Board  was  required  to  utilise  un- 
tenanted -land  to  relieve  congestion  in  scheduled 
areas,  local  people  could  only  be  considered 
if  there  was  a surplus,  2784-5  , 2800-5.—  And  there 
never  was  a surplus,  2806. — If  legislation  wore  re- 
commended by  Commission  for  relieving  congestion 
wherever  it  was  found,  these  particular  powers  would 
not  bo  needed,  2812-3.— If  area  were  scheduled,  diffi 
crulty  would  still  continue  if  holdings  -oould  not  be 
bought  from  landlord,  2815-6. 
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Turbary. 

Turbary  available  should  be  apportioned,  instead 
of  giving  tenant-purchasers  more  or  less  undefined 
turbary  rights- ; distribution  entailed  much  labour 
and  delayed  Board’s  operations  considerably,  it  was 
often  difficult  to  go  into  question  of  surplus  turbary 
in  order  to  give  a right  of  turbary  to  adjacent 
holders  w*ho  had  no  turf  on  their  land,  2816.  -Boaira 
did  not  approve  of  trustee  system  ; they  had  adopted 
it  in  one  case  only,  2812.— In  cases  where  system  had 
been  adopted  by  Land  Commission  trouble  had  re- 
sulted, 2819-21.— Board’s  usual  procedure  was  to  define 
on  ground  plot  or  plots  on  which  each  tenant  would 
have  right  to  cut  turf  and  lay  out  rights  of  way  to 
plots,  2818.-7,000  turbary  plots  laid  out  on  Dillon 
estate,  2823. — Tuirbary  on  Dillon  estate  should  last 
seventy  or  eighty  years,  2824,  2868. — There  were 
estates  where  there  was  none,  2825. — All  surplus  tur- 
bary ought  to  be  reserved  to  Land  Commission  very 
much  as  mineral  rights  were,  2827,  2852-5,  2858, 
2862. — Tenant  had  no  right  in  law  to  sell  turf  off  his 
holding,  landlord  could  sell,  provided  he  left  sufficient 
for  tenant’s  use  and  compensated  him  for  surface 
damage,  2827,  2832-3.— Opinion  varied  as  to  how 
many  years’  provision  was  left  for  tenant,  2828-30 — 
Landlords  did  cut  away  and  sell  turf  largely,  2831. 
— Board  provided  for  all  tenants  whether  they  had 
had  rights  before  purchase  or  not,  2834-7,  2239, 
2845-6. — Whether  a man  had  right  or  not  affected 
price  when  land  was  re-sold,  2838. — Board  required 
at  least  nine  inches  of  bog  mould  to  be  left  over 
sub-soil,  2840. — And  tenants  who  had  turf  rights  on 
another  man’s  holding  were  restricted  from  selling, 
2841-2. — Board  could  nor  alter  approved  sale  agreement 
form,  2843. — Tenant-purchaser  was  owner  in  fee  of 
what  he  got,  2844. — Power  to  prevent  sale  might  be 
useful  in  some  cases,  unnecessary  in  others,  many  ten- 
ants made  a good  deal  by  selling  turf,  2847. — And  re- 
striction would  be  a hardship,  2856. — Soil  was 
reclaimed  after  removal  of  turf,  2849-50. — Danger  of 
exhaustion  of  supply  of  turf  would  be  serious  before 
fifty  years,  2848. — It  was  so  already  in  some  places, 
2861. — It  affected  security  of  annuity  to  Land 
Commission  or  Congested  Districts  Board,  2859. — 
Importance  of  turbary  question  not  fully  appreciated 
in  drafting  Land  Acts,  2860. — Supply  of  turf  allotted 
to  each  tenant  should  cover  period  of  repayment  of 
annuity,  2863-4. — Arrangement  might  encourage  sale 
of  turf,  2866-7. 


Land  required  for  Relief  of  Congestion. 

In  regard  to  returns  based  on  Census  of  1891  and 
1901,  area  included  was  area  of  what  was  called 
congested  districts  counties,  2869a. — Difference  in  area 
for  tho  two  periods  was  accounted  for  by  changes  in 
county  boundary  under  Local  Government  Act,  2872. 
— Ten  shillings  per  acre  average  poor  law  valuation 
taken  for  land  required  for  relief  of  congestion, 
2872-3. — Land  of  annual  value  of  £80,000  required  in 
Kerry  to  bring  poor  law  valuation  per  head  up  to  £2, 

2873.  — In  Galway,  land  of  annual  value,  £83,320, 

2874.  — To  ralise  valuation  per  head  to  £2  throughout 
congested  districts  by  addition  of  land  alone  would 
require  land  of  annual  value  of  £549,841,  which  at 
twenty-five  years’  purchase  would  come  to  about 
£14,000,000,  2875-8. — Witness  had  no  information  as 
to  congestion  outside  scheduled  areas,  2879-83. — In 
Connaught,  rate  per  head  of  population  had  gone 
up  owing  to  emigration.  Annual  valuation  of  land 
required  to  raise  valuation  per  head  of  population  to 
£2  in  districts  marked  C on  map  would  be  £87,356  in 
Mayo,  £20,978  in  Roscommon,  £20,768  in  Galway, 
£14,626  in  Leitrim,  2883.— £10,689  in  Sligo,  2884. 

Land  of  annual  value  of  £154,417  required  to 
bring  congested  areas  in  C in  Connaught  up  to  £2 
standard,  approximate  price  would  be  £4,500,000, 
2894.— Evidence  applied  only  to  districts  marked  C, 
but  suitable  applicants  front  A and  B would  not  be 
refused,  2886. 

Amount  of  Land  Available  in  Counties  containing 
Congested  Districts. 

■ Total  value  of  non-residential  tenements  of  over 
£25  valuation  in  Mayo  was  £40,972,  which  would  not 
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bring  valuation  up  to  more  than  30s.  a head,  2286  — 
While  in  Roscommon,  near  some  of  tho  worst  con 
gested  districts  in  Mayo,  was  available  land  of 
valuation  of  £65,538,  which,  after  Roscommon’s  needs 
were  supplied,  would  leave  more  than  £40,000  worth 
substantially  making  up  value  needed  by  Mavo’ 
2890,  2899-902. — Mayo  and  Roscommon  the  only 
counties  for  which  witness  could  give  reliable 
statistics  as  to  non-residential  tenements  made 
out  by  his  own  staff,  for  other  counties  he  had 
only  figures  obtained  from  rate-collectors,  2890  — 
In  Galway  rate-collectors’  lists  gave  land  of  annual 
value  of  £66,556,  or  £46,000  worth  more  than  was 
required  for  relief  of  congestion  in  Galway ; in 
Leitrim  only  £3,530  worth,  whereas  £14,000  worth 
was  required ; in  Sligo,  £20,144  worth,  as  against 
£10,689  required  ; to  sum  up,  in  scheduled  districts 
of  Connaught  alone,  there  was  £196,740  annual  value 

of  land  held  by  non-residential  occupiers,  2890 

Clare  excluded,  because  only  one  electoral  division 
was  scheduled ; figure  for  Cork  was  £58,959,  for 
Donegal  £9,427,  hut  witness  did  not  consider  that  a 
complete  list;  for  Kerry  £8,031,  2890. — Witness  con- 
sidered that  no  great  number  of  people  would  mi- 
grate from  these  Munster  counties,  2891. — Change 
in  county  boundary  accounted  for  rise  in  population  of 
Roscommon  and  also  for  diminished  acreage  and  popu- 
lation in  Mayo,  2892-3. — Witness  had  given  minimum 
amount  required,  many  holdings  would  still  be  under 
£10,  2903,  2911. — There  were  a certain  number  of 
tenements  over  £25  valuation  in  congested  areas,  those 
were  included  in  average  valuation  given  for  congested 
districts,  2904-9,  2926-30. — Witness  was  going  through- 
out on  basis  of  bringing  up  average  of  'holdings  to  £10, 
2910. — Witness  considered  suggestion  that  there  should 
be  no  holding  below  £10  impracticable,  2913. — In  many 
districts  an  economic  holding  might  he  much  less, 
2921. — If  witness’s  figures  were  much  below  minimum 
required,  additional  land  must  be  sought  further 
inland,  2919. — He  had  thought  the  most  effective  way 
to  state  his  case  was  to  err  on  side  of  extreme  modera- 
tion, 2920. — He  was  confining  hiimself  exclusively  (o 
congested  districts  and  counties  containing  them, 
2923-5. — Patches  of  congestion  outside  scheduled 
districts  were  numerous  in  Mayo,  2934.— Wit- 
ness could  prepare  return  for  rest  of  Ireland 
similar  to  that  he  had  made  for  Mayo  and  Ros- 
common, but  it  would  require  staff  and  time  and 
entail  expense,  3083,  3086-9. — In  his  maps  of 

Mayo  ana  Roscommon,  witness  had  endeavoured 
to  put  a sample  case  before  Commission,  and  he  in- 
tended to  suggest  that  all  persons  interested  should  be 
heard  before  Commission  decided  what  lands  should 
bo  scheduled  for  compulsory  acquisition,  3088. 


Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Untenanted  land  purchased  by  the  Board  was 
utilised  in  the  first  place  for  enlargement  of  holdings, 
operations  could  be  carried  out  without  loss,  tenants 
preferred  arrangement  giving  them  addition  to  hold- 
ing within  a reasonable  distance,  and  there  was  less 
expense  because  there  were  so  few  houses  to  build, 
2939. — Old  holdings  of  migrants  varied  from  one  acre 
and  thirty  perches  to  thirty-six  acres,  mostly  bog, 
averaging  seventeen  acres  of  poor  land ; rents  varied 
from  15s.  to  £14  12s.,  and  average  rent  was  £3  10s. 
— Board  always  tried  to  get  larger  holders  to  move 
for  the  sake  of  the  greater  advantage  to  adjoining 
occupiers,  2939. 


New  Holdings. 

Area  of  250  new  holdings  provided  up  to  March. 
1905,  varied  from  11  acres  1 rood  34  perches  to  33 
acres,  averaging  about  27  acres,  only  fifty-nine  were 
under  20  acres,  2939.— Rents  of  new  holdings 
varied  from  £5  to  £24,  averaging 
only  sixty -six  had  rents  of  less  than  UU, 
2941. — Rent  and  poor  law  valuation  very 
the  same,  fifty  holdings,  with  rental  of 
sold  under  1896  Act  for  £11,912,  annuities  amount- 
ing to  £476,  remaining  200,  rental  £2,920,  sold  un 
1903  Act  for  £69,170,  annuities  amounting  to 
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Rests  charged  by  Congested  Districts  Board  and 
Estates  Commissioners. 

Witness  luwl  no  information  enabling  him  to  com- 
pare annuities  charged  by  Board  and  by  Estates 
Commissioners,  there  was  no  co-ordination  between 
the  Department®,  2943.— It  was  currently  stated  that 
Board’s  annuities  were  much  smaller,  2944-6. 

Only  way  to  get  information  was  for  Board  to 

value  some  of  Commissioners’  holdings  and  vice 
versa,  2950,  2953.— -Best  way  would  be  to  nominate 
an  independent  valuer,  2954-6.— Properly  sold  by 
Estates  -Commissioners  was  usually  left  in  same  state 
as  when  bought,  whereas  Board  improved  their  pro- 
perty before  re-sale,  2951-Ia.— Average  rent  of  hold- 
ing sold  by  Board  unde'r  Act  of  1903  was  £14  12s., 
average  annuity  £11  5s. ; migrants  came  from  very 
small  holdings,'  landholders  who  were  fairly  oomfort- 
able  were  not  keen  to  change  to  a better  holding,  2961- 
2._iBut  if  first  migrants  succeeded,  witness  had  every 
hope  that  disinclination  to  migration  would  dis- 
appear, 2962,  2987.  2995-7.— Provided  also  that 

neighbouring  holders  ceased  to  be  hostile  to  strangers, 
2963. 


Migration. 

Tenant  usually  moved  into  a new  holding  in  early 
spiring  or  an  November,  2965. — November  the  best 
time,  then  manure  produced  in  winter  enabled  them 
to  manure  a orop  in  the  spring,  2966,  2969,  2971. — 
When  they  moved  in  May,  Board  allowed  them  to 
raise  a crop  on  okl  holding  for  that  season,  paying 
a con-acre  vent  for  use  of  land  for  six  months, 
2966-7.—' This  could  he  done  even  if  new  holding  were 
several  miles  away,  2968,  2970. — Tenants  usually  had 
to  bring  something  with  them,  they  were  prepared  to 
suffer  a good  deal  of  inconvenience,  2971-3.— 
Clare  Island  to  Castlebar,  three  and  a half  miles 
by  sea  and  twenty  by  road,  the  greatest  distance  i 
man  had  been  migrated,  2974-5.— This  man,  John 
Winters,  was  now  quite  well  off,  2976-9. — He  had  to 
sell  his  crop  in  Clare  Island,  2980. — He  got  no  pay- 
ment, but  a better  holding  in  exchange  for  the  hold- 
ing he  surrendered,  hut  he  had  a legacy  of  about 
$100,  2981-3.— He  was  about  fifty,  with  a wife  and 
family,  2984-5.— Annuity  of  holding  was  £17  9s.  8 if. 
— Congested  Districts  Board  built  house  for  him, 
3005. 

In  spite  of  difficulties,  Board’s  289  migrants  were 
with  few  exceptions  getting  on  well,  and  not  one  had 
failed  to  pay  annuity ; no  hostility  was  shown  by 
their  new  neighbours,  there  had  been  no  objection 
to  “strangers”  till  after  Act  of  1903;  if  avail- 
able land  was  given  to  sons  of  tenants  and  other 
landless  persons  in  congested  districts  counties, 
migrants  from,  congested  districts  could  only  be  pro- 
vided for  furtlier  inland  where  it  was  very  improb- 
able they  would  go,  3103. — Young  men  should  go 
further  afield  if  they  were  to  be  settled  on  the.  land, 
still  uneconomic,  3105-7,  3109-10. — This  number 
ment  of  uneconomic  holdings,  3104. — In  regard  to  the 
Dillon  estate.  Board  had  given  tenants  all  the  land 
it  had,  hut  at  least  half  (2,000)  of  the  holdings  were 
still  uneconomic,  3106-7,  3109-10. — This  number 
might  be  reduced  to  1,000  in  ten  years  by  better 
husbandry,  fencing,  draining,  etc.,  3107,  3111-5.— 
But  many  would  still  be  a very  low  standard  of 
economic  holding,  3113. — If  the  Board  had  sufficient 
land,  the.  whole  thing  could  be  done  by  migration ; 
tenants  were  willing  to  migrate,  3116,  3118-9.— Very 
little  redistribution  would  be  needed,  3108. — 
System  of  agriculture  on  Dillon  Estate  so  far  im- 
proved that  roots  were  grown  for  winter  feeding  of 
cattle,  3117.— But  the  great-  improvements  were  in 
connection  with  reclamation,  drainage,  etc.,  of  the 
land  and  improvement  of  houses,  which  had  nearly 
all  been  done  by  the  people  themselves,  3117a. 

Houses  had  to  he  built  for  migrants,  3005.— On 
Port  Royal  estate  witness  had  been  able  at  first  to 
induce  only  very  few,  and  those,  except  in  two  cases, 
the  least  suitable  tenants  to  migrate,  3005-13.— They 
had  all  succeeded  so  far  as  to  he  comfortably  off, 
3014.— Met  their  obligations  to  the  Board  and  to 
everybody,  3014,  3018.— Date  of  migration,  1899, 
3016.— Two  years  later,  tenants  who  had  previously 
refused  to  migrate  begged  for  new  holdings  further 
from  their  old  homes  than  those  originally  offered, 
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two  of  them  had  migrated  and  become  substantial 
farmers,  witness  had  got  authority  from  Board 
to  increase  their  holdings  further,  3019. — Local 
opposition  to  migration  began  with  Act  of 
1903,  till  then  it  was  not  contemplated  that  Govern- 
ment would  provide  holdings  for  young  men  to- 
counteract  emigration,  3021,  3103. — -Port  Royal 
migrants  probably  had  a good  deal  of  difficulty  in 
paying  annuities  the  first  year,  but  Board’s  policy 
was  to  make  migrants  feel  that  they  had  only  them- 
selves to  depend  on ; they  did  not  ask  for  time, 
because  they  knew  they  would  not  get  it,  3022-3. — 
Migrants  cultivated  same  crops  as  before,  but  a 
larger  area ; each  had  a horse,  3024-6. — They 
mostly  preferred  not  to  avail  themselves  of 
Board’s  offer  to  lend  money  up  to  £50,  letting  por- 
tion of  new  holdings  to  the  highest  bidder  for  six 
months  for  the  crop,  3026-30. — Fact  that  portion  let 
sometimes  brought  in  more  than  half  annuity  did 
nob  necessarily  prove  that  land  was  held  below 
market  value,  it  might  he  fetching  an  accommodation 
rent,  3031-2. — No  migration  carried  out  as  yet 
except  by  the  Board,  none  of  Board’s  migrants 
had  failed,  3033-4. — One  woman,  had  gone  back 
to  a bad  holding,  3034a. — Boaird  got  great 
help  from  people  of  influence  in  locality, 
general  opinion  being  favourable  to  its  work,  3035. 

■ — Education,  capital,  time,  and  good  holdings  at  a 
fair  price  needed  to  induce  people  to  migrate,  3036, 
3148. — Ignorance  the  great  hindrance,  3148. — Board' 
had  never  made  -the  experiment  of  offering  new 
holdings  to  young  men  of  a family,  they  only  dealt 
with  occupiers  of  holdings,  3037. — If  old  people  would 
not  move  when  young  ones  did,  they  would  not  move 
later,  3038-9. 


Plea  for  Migration. 

Migration  was  the  remedy,  there  ought  to  be  a- 
national  feeling  in  favour  of  it  instead  of  a prejudice 
against  it,  3061. — Subject  needed  fuller  considera- 
tion by  those  who  influenced  public  opinion,  3062. — 
Witness  believed  that  even  pauper  landholders  would 
succeed  as  migrants,  3064-5. — Education  would  pro- 
duce a better  class  of  migrants,  poorly-equipped  mi- 
grants whom  Board  had  been  obliged  to  accept  be- 
cause they  could  get  no  others,  had  held  their  ground 
unassisted;  they  wanted  organising  for  co-operation 
in  marketing  produce  and  purchasing  manure  and 
seeds;  the  necessary  instruction  could  only  be  given 
by  people  remaining  in  the  district,  3066-7. — 
Migrant  more  likely  to  profit  by  instruction  than 
if  he  were  left  on  Ms  old  holding,  3068. — It  would 
be  necessary  to  look  outside  'Connaught  for  lands  for 
relief  of  congestion,  but  -witness  confined  himself  to- 
the  scheduled  districts  and  the  Board’s  work,  3069. 


Historical  Causes  of  Congestion. 

Records  were  not  good  as  to  when  and  how 
people  first  settled  on  the  western  coast,  2989. — 
Witness  believed  present  population  were  descen- 
dants of  original  settlers,  2991,  2999. — Tradition  was- 
that  the  Irish  not  slaughtered  by  Cromwell  went  to- 
Connaught,  2998. — -Population  in  very  poor  districts 
had  reduced  less  than  in  better  parts,  3000. — Celtic 
population  driven  into  places  like  the  Rosses,  3001-2. 
— Unquestionably,  in  central  parts  of  Ireland,  sixty 
or  eighty  years  ago,  tenants  were  cleared  off  better- 
land  and  put  on  inferior  land,  2992-4. — -Famine- 
helped ; soil  of  a good  deal  that  was  now  grass  land 
was  very  adhesive  and  likely  to  rot  the  potato  in 
wet  years,  lands  at  that  time  were  not  well  farmed, 
common  practice  in  some  places  to  burn  the  soil. 
Board  had  bought  an  estate  where  clearance  was 
systematically  carried  out  and  land  farmed  by  land- 
lord who  made  a good  deal  of  money  at  first,  but 
eventually  lost  a great  deal,  2994. 

Emigration. 

Wrong  policy  to  emigrate  people  by  State-aid  from 
a country  where  there  was  too  little  population  ; even 
in  poor  parts  where  population  was  dense,  more 
wealth  was  obtained  from  soil  than  in  some  of  the 
richest  agricultural  districts,  3057-9. — Population  was 
badly  distributed,  but  even  people  on  the  hogs  were- 
better  off  than  many  artisans  in  cities  and  towns,. 
3060. 
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Indebtedness  to  Shopkeepers. 

Most  small  holders  were  in  debt  to  shopkeepers,  but 
the  debt  did  not  deter  people  from  emigrating  and 
would  not  affect  migration,  a shopkeeper  would  often 
help  members  of  a debtor’s  family  to  emigrate  in 
hope  of  getting  his  debt  paid  from  emigrant’s  earn- 
ings, but  he  would  not  help  the  head  of  the  family 
to  emigrate,  3041-6. — Case  of  Government-aided 
emigration  of  families  in  1882  and  1883  not  quite 
parallel,  in  such  cases  emigrant  would  realise  and 
sell  out  his  farm  and  shopkeeper  would  get  ’n  liis 
writ  as  quickly  as  he  could ; witness  knew  of  several 
eases  where  very  poor  emigrants  sent  back  every 
shilling  they  owed  to  shopkeeper,  3047-9. — Shopkeeper 
■as  a rule  had  no  lien  on  the  holding,  3060-1. — He 
trusted  to  the  honesty  of  the  people,  3051-3. — Fines 
charged  to  migrants  were  in  some  cases  advanced  by 
shopkeepers,  3054-5. — Board  had  ceased  to  charge 
fines  since  Act  of  1903,  3056. — Shopkeeper  quite  able 
to  look  after  himself,  3057. 

Congestion  outside  Scheduled  Areas. 

Outside  scheduled  districts  were  areas  quite  as  poor 
as  average  area  inside,  but  in  many  cases  they  were 
more  isolated  and  they  were  near  employment,  still 
they  could  not  be  ignored,  3070-4. — In  locating  con- 
gestion in  a given  area,  witness  thought  all  holdings 
above  £10  should  be  ascertained  and  compared  with 
those  below  £10,  3081-2.— If  all  £10  holdings  were 
excluded  a lower  head  rate  than  30s.  must  be  taken, 
:3084. 

Connaught  Problem. 

Special  and  striking  feature  of  Connaught  problem 
was  existence  side  by  side  of  densely  populated  area 
and  uninhabited  area  of  indifferent  grass  land  in 
prairie  condition,  3090. — iSame  conditions  existed  in 
other  parts  of  Ireland,  3091.— If  electoral  divi- 
sion were  taken  as  unit  of  congestion  the 
units  making  up  electoral  divisions  must  be 
summarised,  and  for  that  an  examination  of  the 
townlands  was  necessary,  3092-6.— Witness  could 
make  the  return  uniform  for  scheduled  and  un- 
scheduled districts,  3097-9. 

Time  needed  to  carry  out  Scheme  of  Migration. 

Migration  of  class  of  tenants  found  on  poorest 
estates  could  not  be  carried  out  on  large  scale  in  a 
short  tune,  tenants  holding  at  rents  of  £2  to  £4  not 
disposed  to  take  £15  or  £20  worth  of  land,  not  5 per- 
cent. wonld  be  able  and  willing  to  build  a house  .and 
fence  such  a holding  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  their 
homes,  while  this  work  was  going  on  tenant  had  only 
intervals  for  attending  to  cropping  of  his  land. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  sons  of 
solvent  tenants  or  returned  emigrants  to  take  hold- 
lngs  of  grass  land  at  cost  price,  tlie  difficulty  was  in 
dealing  with  pauper  landlords,  3122. 

Scheme  for  Migration  and  Co-operative  Grazing 

that  ®°al^  sllould  ^ enabled  to 

grass  land  within  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  scheduled  areas,  giving  small  holders  imme- 
diate  access  to  them  for  grazing  of  their  young  stock, 
and  having  m operation  a scheme  by  which  land- 
]aftefti?m  fCOn?ested  areas  ™uld  bale  option  year 
*ifaa  year,  ,°,f  to  holdings  on  rcass  areas 

on  reasonable  terms ; if  people  failed  to  mi 

,T?ld  ,hn?  8rass  Ws  aa 

tinance  to  then-  holdings,  and  thus  be  able 
to  keep  mote  stock,  3122,_Holdings  raild  thus 
Sid  ,““““■  0"  g^s  lands  could  be 

?fto™,,1£f  ATtuSd  “’t  “ 

;s=eOT.rss  ‘oft,0"  srfr Hms;  ^ 

have  no  turf  and  no  h?mgs  would 

on  lands  in  Board’s  hands  there  were^at  ?PPlyl 
grazing  4,970  cattle  and  955  sheep  beS^+P  ^ 

srin 
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— And  was  usually  unsaleable  in  May  aioo  ___ 
Grazing  land  of  some  sort  an  economic  necessity 'to 
small  holder,  3127.— Better  for  tenant  to  Jmve  enoueh 
grazing  land  within  his  own  boundary,  3128-9L 
Tenants  now  sending  in  cattle  would  not  suffer  if 
Board’s  grass  lands  were  broken  up  into  now  holdings 
for  migrants,  old  holdings  would  be  enlarged  3135-7 
—It  would  not  be  practicable  to  give  preference  to 
people  who  now  sent  cattle  for  grazing  3140 
District  marked  B on  witness’s  map  differentiated 
from  G by  .greater  unwillingness  to  migrate ; witness 
believed  that  after  some  time  feeline  niivlvt 
appear,  3144-5,  3149.  8 s‘ 

Distribution  of  Land. 

Clause  restricting  Board  from  enlarging  small 
holdings  adjacent  to  grass  area  unless  thev 
had  a surplus  would  not  have  been  drafted 
if  framers  of  Act  of  1903  had  understood  its 
effect,  if  local  requirements  were  not  satisfied  before 
bringing  in  migrants  migration  might  not  be  pos- 
sible, and  opportunity  for  relieving  congests 
would  be  lost  for  ever,  3152.— Power  to  meet  local 
requirements  meant  power  to  enlarge  any  holdings 
up  to  £10  rateable  value,  3154-a-Loo 
position  to  migration  of  “strangers”  an  im- 
portant factor  in  problem,  3158.— Higher  influence 
needed  to  force  local  people  to  take  a more  national 
view  of  situation,  3159-60. 

Since  passing  of  Act  of  1903,  management  of 
Board’s  estates  had  become  more  difficult  in  districts 
where  Estates  Commissioners’  operations  were  oarried 
on,  because  procedure  of  the  two  Departments  was  dif- 
ferent ; Commissioners’  procedure  locally  popular,  they 
gave  surplus  land  to  evicted  tenants  and  sons  of 
tenants,  whereas  Board  retained  surplus  land  for 
benefit  of  congested  districts  or  of  tenant-purchasers 
immediately  adjacent  to  estate  purchased,  3153 
3160,  3167-9,  3206,  3209. 

Agreement  between  Estates  Commissioners  and 
Board. 

Conference  had  been  held  between  Estates 
Commissioners  and  Board  at  which  it  was 
agreed  that  when  Commissioners  had  surplus 
land  on  estates  within  or  adjacent  to  congested  dis- 
tncts  they  should  hand  it  over  to  the  Board,  and 
“e  Board  should  act  likewise  to  them,  3161-2,  3166, 
3182.— So  far  as  witness  knew,  Commissioners  had 
never  communicated  with  Board  in  compliance  with 
that  agreement  3162,  3164,  3184.— No  application  had 
Peeili  .3  nJade  on  behalf  of  Board,  witness  thought  it 
would  be  considered  an  intrusion,  3163,  3185-7,  3191. 

If  _ arrangement  were  carried  out  there  would  not 
be  divergence  of  procedure,  3165. 

In  regard1  to  untenanted  areas  remote  from  con- 
gested areas,  claim  of  uneconomic  holder  adjacent  to 
area  would  be  stronger  than  that  of  uneconomic 
holder  from  a distance,  claim  of  either  should  he 
much  stronger  than  claim  of  son  of  a tenant,  3170-1, 
A-  — ?rran£ement  such  as  had  been  come  to  for 
adjacent  areas  should  be  easily  workable  for  districts 
remote  from  scheduled  areas,  3174,  3176.— If  Com- 
missioners wanted  to  create  new  tenancies  they  should 
get  land  further  inland,  3175,  3177,  3181.— Board 
wanted  all  grass  land  available  in  Roscommon  and  in 
wren  m x i counties  containing  congested  districts, 
oi  la.  instates  Commissioners  must  have  had  surplus 
land  since  date  of  conference  (1904),  as  they  Had  given 
Holdings  to  landless  persons  near  where  Board  wanted 
land,  3186. — When  .Commissioners  dealt  with  pro- 
J’t*  Ji  ln connested  district,  Board  could  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  surplus  land  till  whole  thing 
as  completed,  3192-3. — If  Board  bought  Clanmorris 
estate,  they  would  get  it  scheduled  and  could  then  en- 
K^8c*llIieC0,n0?nc  holdings,  reserving  surplus  for 
benefit  of  scheduled  districts,  3194-5,  3238-41.— Board 
+JLa  °nly  estates  in  non-congested  districts  if 
Wfle  ™ajnly  untenanted,  when  they  got  one 
•tx?nailted  they  had  it  scheduled  and  could  then 
as  they  liked,  but  they  could  not  enlarge 

holding  not  on  the  estate,  nor  yet  in 
a scheduled  district,  3196-201. 

Differences  in  Methods  of  Estates  Commis 

STONERS  AND  BOARD. 


Estates  Commissioners  usually  left  old  holdings  as 
y were,  and  gave  additional  parcels  of  land, 
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3201-2. — It  was  rumoured  that  they  had  bought 
estates  in  rundale  and  sold  them  to  tenants  without 
restriping,  3203,  3206,  3215.— Rundale  was  unfenced 
land  only  separated  when  in  crop,  and  grazed  in 
common,  3204-5. — Witness  included  all  transactions 
of  Estates  Commissioners,  whether  under  Section  6 of 
Act  of  1903  or  not,  3207-9. — Very  objectionable  to 
allow  holdings  held  in  rundale  to  be  sold ; before  any 
advance  was  made  by  the  State  to  enable  tenants  to 
purchase,  Estates  Commissioners  or  some  other  body 
should  have  holdings  properly  arranged,  3210-2.—- 
Board  could  get  rid  of  half  their  estates  in  six 
months  if  they  sold  without  altering  boundaries  of 
holdings,  3215* — Primary  function  of  Estates  Com- 
missioners was  transfer  of  land  from  present  owner  to 
occupier,  primary  function  of  the  Board  was  to 
alter  and  re-arrange  every  estate  they  bought; 
Commissioners  transferred  areas  of  turbary  to 
trustees  to  be  allotted  to  tenants  as  required,  Board 
had  never  thought  it  wise  to  do  this  on  estates  they 
dealt  with,  they  had  assigned  to  each  tenant-  turbary 
plots  defined  on  ground  and  on  maps,  plots  now 
shown  on  maps  attached  to  turbary  deeds; 
Commissioners  charged  interest  on  purchase  price 
in  lieu  of  rent  from  date  *when  undertakings  to 
purchase  were  signed,  Board  did  not  fix  price  of 
holdings  till  after  re-arrangement-  of  estate  or  town- 
land,  and  required  tenants  to  pay  full  rent  up  to 
time  of  purchase  ; against  this  they  could  earn  con- 
siderable amount  of  wages  on  improvement  works, 

3216.  — Commissioners’  procedure  more  popular, 
Board  much  more  exacting,  but  when  work  was  com- 
plete, tenants  themselves  declared  Board’s  methods 
to  be  more  satisfactory  in  case  of  small  estates, 

3217.  — Reduction  of  payments  by  Board’s  tenants  had 
been  -proposed,  but  majority  of  Board’s  members 
thought  it  better  to  spend  all  the  money  they  could  in 
improvements,  and  it  was  no  hardship  to  require  pay- 
ment of  rent  when  tenants  could  earn  perhaps  three 
rents  in  the  year,  3218,  3223-5. — Rental  was  revised 
when  Board  acquired  possession  of  an  estate,  3219.— 
Policy  did  not  result  in  any  lessening  of  rent,  3220. — 
Interval  before  sale  to  tenant  should  be  made  as  short 
as  possible,  3221. — If  estates  were  vested  quickly  and 
Board  had  capital  enough,  improvement  work  could  go 
on  forthwith,  3222. — Mistake  to  have  two  Depart- 
ments applying  different  methods  in  same  district, 
3172-3. — In  dealing  with  Connaught,  Board  and  Es- 
tates Commissioners  should  act  together  as  one  body, 
or  one  of  the  two  should  be  entrusted  with  distribu- 
tion of  grazing  lands  and  duty  of  striping  and  re- 
arranging congested  estates,  whether  within  or  with- 
out scheduled  areas,  3237. — £5  holding  was  too  small, 
limit  under  Section  75  should  be  raised  to  £10,  3241-2. 

Arrears  of  Rent. 

Board  never  purchased  an  estate  on  which  there 
wex-e  not  arreax-s,  3228. — They  always  bought  ax-rears, 
otherwise  landlord  could  sue  tenants  after  he  had 
sold  to  Boax-d,  3229,  3233-4. — -Full  amount  never  paid, 
3230. — Board  offered  what  they  considered  a fair 
price  for  arrears,  3231. — Never  more  than  a year’s 
rent,  3235. — Tenants  not  asked  to  pay  more  thaxx 
proportion  Board  had  to  pay,  3232,  3236. — 

Witness  would  have  grass  lands  scheduled  and 
Board  empowered  to  enlax-ge  any  uneconomic  holdings 
near  them,  32434. — At  ite  discretion,  3245-6,  3258.— 
No  use  to  go  on  scheduling  districts  unless  they  could 
be  improved,  3244,  3247. — If  Repox-t  of  Commission 
did  not  lead  to  a large  measure  for  improvement  of 
congested  districts,  no  appx-eciable  change  would  be 
effected  in  present  generation  by  existing  methods, 


Definition  of  Congestion. 

Process  of  scheduling  adopted  had  located  substan- 
tially the  poorest  areas,  3249. — It  was  necessary  for 
county  administrative  purposes  to  define  area  of  con- 
gested districts,  3250. — County  administration  came 
in  because  Board  contributed  £2,000  a year  to  De- 
partment to  give  special  aid  to  congested  districts, 
3251-3. — Electoral  areas  adopted  as  unit  of  congestion, 
because  it  was  considered  most  convenient,  3254. 
— 'Definition  made  to  suit  areas  rather  than  areas 
deduced  from  definition,  3256-7. — Electm-al  division 
merely  a group  of  units  represented  by  townlands, 
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Authority  to  deal  with  Congestion. 

"Witness  strongly  of  opinion  that  Congested.  Dis- 
tricts Board  was  the  better  body  to  deal  with  con- 
gestion, Boax-d  had  been  tried  and  found  not  want- 
ing, whereas  Estates  Commissioners,  though  they 
might  prove  equally  efficient,  had  not  yet  been  tried, 
3261-2,  3273.— Board  would  require  ample  means,  and 
staff  and  powers,  to  acquire  the  necessary  land,  3263- 
5.— Fact  of  Board’s  not  being  a Government  Depart- 
ment was  a main  reason  of  its  success,  3266-7. — 
Head  of  a Government  Department  must  conduct 
business  of  his  Depaitment  according  to  Government 
in  power,  3269-71. — Board  composed  of  apparently 
antagonistic  elements,  but  only  one  question  bad 
been  put  to  a vote,  3268. — Land  purchase  operations 
must  be  done  on  a much  larger  scale  than 
up  to  the  present,  3276-7. — This  made  it  the 
more  necessary  to  draw  the  line  between  spheres  of 
operation  of  Board  and  Commissioners,  3278. — Board 
would  not  be  a competexxt  body  to  fix  compulsory 
px-ice  of  land,  Land  Commission  would  have  to  do 
that,  3279.— Board  should  operate  exclusively  in 
counties  containing  congested  districts,  leaving  the 
rest  of  Ireland  to  the  Estates  Commissioners,  3280-1, 
3286. — Board  might  have  to  go  outside  Con- 
naught for  land  necessary  for  a settlement,  that 
would  make  it  more  difficult,  3282-4. — Arrange- 
ment that  Board  had  tried  to  follow  so  far 
was  for  Board  to  deal  with  estates  inquiring 
re-ai-rangement  and  enlargement  of  holdings,  while 
Estates  Commissionex-s  dealt  with  those  i-eqniring 
simply  tx-ansfer  from  landlox-d  to  tenant,  3287-90. — 
It  was  a sufficient  division  if  arrangement  were  taken 
up  cordially  by  both  Departments,  3291. — It  would 
be  more  coixvenienfc  to  have  purchase  operations  for 
the  whole  country  in  the  hands  of  one  body,  but 
Congested  Districts  Board,  as  at  present  constituted, 
and  with  its  representative  character  strengthened  by 
addition  of  elected  members,  might  be  able  to  allay 
local  feeling  and  ease  the  way  in  connection  with 
distribution  of  gi-ass  lands,  striping  of  holdings,  etc., 
in  a manner  that  aix  official  body  could  not  do,  3292, 
3296-7. — Boax-d  should  ha%re  more  of  a i-epresentative 
elemeixt  on  it,  and  present  members  should  remain, 
3293. — Representative  element  should  be  elective,  3302. 
— There  was  the  danger  of  elected  members  taking  a 
uarrow  view  of  their  functions,  but  that  must  be 
faced,  3304.— Doubtful  whether  Parliament  would  give 
practically  unlimited  public  money  and  uxxlimited 
powers  of  applying  it  to  a Board  wholly 
free  from  Parliamentary  coxxtrol,  3294-5. — Ad- 
visory Committees  could  not  have  same  stand- 
ing ‘as  body  like  Board  who  would  act  as  of 
right,  3298-300. — Beard's  work  could  not  be  done  a3 
cheaply  by  aixy  other  public  department,  3301. — 
Gross  area  included  in  the  289  holdixxgs  of  migrants 
was  8, 101  _ acres,  average  area  of  a holding  29  acres, 
gross  estimated  fair  rent,  including  buildings, 
£4,331  7s.  11<7..  ; excluding  buildings,  £3,638;  gross 
annuity  for  4 per  cent,  cases,  £476  ; for  remainder, 
£2,915  ; average  rent  of  each  holding  at  time  of  pur- 
chase, £15 ; average  annuity  in  4 per  cent,  cases, 
£9  10s.  7fZ.  ; end  in  3£  per  cent,  cases,  £11  5s.  Qd., 
3307. — Witness  fixed  average  rent,  with  aid  of  his 
staff,  his  valuation  might  be  taken  as  equivalent  to- 
second  term  rent,  3308. — 'Migrant  was  told  rent  and 
purchase-money  before  he  decided  whether  to  buy, 
3308-9. — If  there  were  no  buildings  on  new  holding 
he  could  choose  from  six  designs,  3309. 

Cost  of  Migration  and  Enlargement. 

Average  cost  of  settling  migrants  on  new 
holdings  was  £84  up  to  March,  1905,  3310-1. 
Average  for  year  ending  March,  1906,  £87, 

but  loss  was  not  properly  chargeable  against 
benefits  confei-red  on  migrants  alone,  at  least 
four  families  benefited  on  an  average  by  removal 
of  each,  migrant ; loss  likely  to  be  higher  in  future, 
as  higher  price  had  been  paid  for  estates  under  Act 
of  1903,  and  they  would  be  retained  on  hands  for 
shorter  period,  3316. — Migration  much  more  eostly 
than  enlargement  of  holdings,  but  was  sounder  and 
more  x-eproductive  expenditure,  3317,  3322.— Mi- 
gration necessai-y  to  effect  enlargement,  3318-9. 
— Enlargement  of  holdings  on  Clare  Island  cost  on 
an  avex-age  about  £11,  hut  their  condition  was  not 
so  good  as  that  of  migrants  under  favourable  cir- 
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■cumshances,  3322. — 'Price  paid  for  Clare  Island  quite 
its  value,  3323-4. — Enlargement  preferable  to  migra- 
tion if  it  could  be  done  to  a satisfactory  extent; 
people  liked  it  better  and  it  was  cheaper, 
•3326-9. — Since  Act  of  1903  Board  had  been 
able  to  deal  with  a better  class  of  migrants, 
•3331,  3337. — Because  they  had  been  able  to  get 
much  more  land,  and  there  was  a larger  area  to 
•select  from,  3338. — Hie  more  land  the  Board  had,  the 
more  large  migrants  they  would  get,  3343. — On 
Annefield  property,  Board  offered  land  to  tenants  for 
enlargement  on  condition  they  allowed  certain  altera- 
tions to  be  made  in  boundaries  of  bid  holdings ; they 
refused,  and  the  land  was  still  not  disposed  of, 
3332-3. — Men  were  not  asked  to  leave  their  homes, 
3334. — They  thought,  if  they  held  out,  they  would 
get  their  own  way,  3333. — 'But  the  Board  always  won 
-at  a game  of  bluff,  3335-6. 

Local  Opposition  to  Migration. 

Local  opposition  had  prevented  migration  in 
•some  cases,  3344. — Witness  hoped  this  difficulty 
would  disappear,  3345,  3351. — But  it  was  far 
from  being  a matter  of  certainty,  3346. — And 
required  a decided  change  in  local  opinion, 

• 3347. — If  Government  could  deal  with  problem 
•of  congestion  in  a large  and  generous  manner, 
public  sentiment  would  respond  to  that,  3348,  3350. — 
Influence  of  members  of  Board  had  been  of  great 
-advantage,  and  was  the  strongest  reason  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Board,  3352-5. 

Increased  Funds  and  Powers  Needed. 

Board  appreciated  the  gravity  of  selling  holdings 
which  they  were  unable  to  raise  to  economic  standard, 
they  had  done  all  they  could  within  the  limits  of 
their  powers  and  resources  to  enlarge  holdings,  and 
had  appealed  without  effect  for  more  funds  and  com- 
pulsory power's  to  acquire  suitable  untemanted  land, 
3356. — Only  official  record  of  application  for  compul- 
sory powers  was  a resolution  of  the  Board  in  1895, 
3357-61. — Nothing  done  to  amend  legislation  of  1894 
till  Mr.  Wyndham’s  Chief  Secretaryship ; during  last 
.year  and  a half  Board  had  done  more  in  the  way 
jf  purchasing  land  than  during  their  .previous 
existence,  3362.— From  1896  to  1903,  Board  had  pur- 
chased  more  land  than  they  had  funds  to  deal  with, 
3363-5. 


Drainage. 

Board  had  effected  substantial  improvements  oi 
many  of  the  estates  they  purchased  by  carrying  ou 
extensive  drainage  works;  Lung  river  drained,  i 
watershed  of  about  eighty  square  miles,  and  had  beei 
deepened  and  improved  throughout  its  length  o 
twenty-two  miles ; forty-six.  miles  of  main  tributary 
had  also  been  deepened  and  improved ; area  drainei 
by  operations  over  12,000  acres,  6,000  of  which  wen 
’ ,vebie  of  lan4  increased  by  about  £1,200  a year 
3370-3.  Dalgan,  Yellow,  Ceestaun,  and  Glore  riven 
also  improved  ; £46,257  of  total  of  £206,210  exroende/ 
on  improvements,  spent  on  main  drainage ; £76,711 
outbuildings,  £76,257  on  road-making,  fencing,  etc. 

Cost  op  Improvements. 

,<OT5Md-  revoims,  del-™, 
chSred  In  h“ds'  proportioj 

Tvnten  nts  on  purchase,  3374.— -For  in 
a™  D-lllo£  ,estate  wa.s  between  four  an. 

five  years  in  hands,  3375-Tenants  required  to  II 

of  a million  m improvements8 of  estates  7 and 
them  at  a net  loss  of  £3Q  /inn  +-u  ’ , r®-®ol. 

estates,  and  never  charged  more  than  firot  + f° 
■a  holding  sold  in  unimproved  condition  3380 —Dof° 
m sale  of  estates  essential  to  place  Boak  fn  poStioi 
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described  ; it  hod  also  enabled  them  to  effect  radical 
improvements  which  could  not  be  done  in  a hurry- 
poorest  tenants  got  most  of  the  outlay  in  wages  and 
something  like  £200,000  was  paid  for  unskilled 
labour,  £60,000  being  paid  in  wages  on  Dillon  estate 
3381. — .Board  had  never  been  censured  in  connection 
with  Dillon  estate,  3382. — Expenditure  on  drain- 
age was  apportioned  to  estates  affected,  and 
charged  against  them  to  extent  to  which  they 
were  improved,  3385,  3387. — Deficiency  in  con- 
nection with  Lung  scheme  only  about  £300  3386" 
3392. — Loss  occurred  only  in  small  isolated  estates’ 
outlay  on  drainage  thoroughly  reproductive,  tenants 
quite  satisfied,  3388— Nobody  at  present  responsible 
for  maintaining  drainage,  3389— Board  could  not  re- 
cover expenditure  on  drainage  in  cases  where  they 
were  not  owners  of  improved  estates,  3392.  3 

Agricultural  Development. 

Having  regard  to  limited  area  of  untenanted  land 
available,  witness  was  of  opinion  that  much  more 
good  could  be  effected  by  agricultural  development 
than  by  migration  ; no  schemes  suitable  for  congested 
districts  would  be  efficiently  administered  through 
County  Councils ; poor  districts,  and  especially  re. 
mote  districts,  not  sufficiently  represented  on  Comity 
Councils;  schemes  were  -worked  by  County  Com- 
mittee, County  Councils  responsible  because  they 
ratified  selection  of  members  nominated  by  District 
Council,  and  also  because  they  supplied  tile  money, 
3394-9. — Congested  districts  required  more  expert,  dif- 
ferential, detailed,  impartial,  and  sympathetic  treat- 
ment, and  more  expenditure  than  any  system  of  ad- 
ministration under  Agricultural  Department  methods 
and  County  Council  Committees  could  supply,  3399- 


Delay  in  Vesting. 

Delay  in  vesting  was  a serious  hindrance  to 
Board’s  operations,  3383— Of  all  estates  pur- 
chased by  Board  under  Act  of  1903,  only 
about  £9,000  worth  were  vested  in  March, 
1906,  3407-8. — On  the  remainder,  Board  had  not  been 
able  to  alter  holdings  or  parcel  out  land  among 
holders,  3409. 

Unpair  Criticism  op  Board. 

Criticism  of  Board  had  been  on  the  whole  fair,  3367. 
—But  witness  considered  that  Board  had  been  sub- 
jected to  unfair  criticism  by  people  who  did  not 
trouble  to  get  correct  information ; he  wished  the 
Board  to  be  supported  by  popular  opinion  if  they 
could  secure  that  support  by  doing  the  right  thing, 
and  he  did  not  consider  it  his  business  to  correct 
people  who  criticised  ignorantly,  3412-20. 

Sub-division  op  Holdings. 

Very  little  tendency  to  subdivide  an  economic  hold- 
ing, 3422,  3444. — But  in  poor  and  backward  districts 
where  fishing  or  migratory  labour  was  the  main 
source  of  livelihood,  there  was  a strong  tendency, 
3422. — This  should  be.  checked,  3423,  3460— Con- 
stabulary had  to  visit  each  householder  yearly  in 
connection  with  agricultural  statistics,  and  they 
could  report  when  a second  house  was  put  up  or 
about  to  be  put  up  ; if  people  knew  they  were  under 
supervision  they  would  not  attempt  to  sub-divide, 
3424. — Sub-division  was  a breach  of  conditions  of 
purchase,  and  a mail  could  he  sold  up  for  it,  3425.— 
If  he  had  redeemed  the  holding  he  could  do  as  be 
liked,  3427. — Impossible  to  prevent  family  arrange- 
ments,  3428-37. — Except  where  occupiers  held  under 
judicial  tenure,  3455. — ;Wlien  a son  married,  the 
usual  arrangement  was  for  the  father  to  give  him 
two-thirds  of  the  holding,  retaining  one-third  for  his 
own  life,  usually  quite  a satisfactory  arrangement, 
3438-40. — In  fact  the  only  one  possible,  3452,  3466, 
3470. — Old  people,  by  the  time  they  got  their  children 
settled,  were  not,  as  a rule,  able  to  work  much  on  the 
land,  3441,  3453,  3467,  3469. — Though  they  were  use- 
ful, 3442. — System  in  the  South  practically  identical 
with  that  in  Connaught,  3464-5,  3468— It  would  be 
unfair  and  detrimental  to  make  documents  in  such 
eases  invalid  in  case  of  tenant-purchaser,  3471.— 
No  sub-division  on  estates  sold  by  Congested  Dis- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  I. 


13 


DORAN,  Mn.  H.— continued. 

tricts  Board,  3443. — There  should  be  perpetual  pro- 
vision to  prevent  sub-division,  3449-51. — Not  likely  to 
be  arrears  in  future,  Government  insisted  on  punctual 
payment  of  annuities,  3446-8. 


Witness  would  like  to  see  it  enacted  tliat  debts 
should  not  be  recoverable  against  farms  purchased 
under  Land  Purchase  Acts,  but  enactment  should  not 
apply  to  existing  debts,  3457.— A man  would  still 
get  credit  on  his  character  and  visible  means,  3459. 
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See  also  pp.  169  and  545. 

Witness’s  Connection  with  Fisheries. 

Witness  appointed  Inspector  of  Fisheries  in  1890, 
4654,  4656. — His  experience  of  South  Coast  of  Ire- 
land fishing  dated  from  childhood ; special  interest 
began  in  1887,  when  he  reported  on  South- W est 
Fisheries  for  Royal  Dublin  Society ; in  1890,  Govern- 
ment, in  conjunction  with  Royal  Dublin  Society, 
undertook  survey  of  West  Coast  fishery,  which  lasted 
two  years,  4656-7. 


Sporting  Rights. 

Board  always  tried  to  buy  everything  when  they 
bought  a property,  in  a few  instances  sporting  rights 
had°  been  reserved,  3472.— On  Dillon  estate,  sporting 
rights  passed  to  the  Board,  3473,  3476.— Tenants,  for 
Commission’s  purposes,  were  mainly  judicial  tenants, 

3474. Sporting  rights  not  an  appreciable  source  of 

income  when  Board  bought  the  estate,  because  they 
had  not  been  properly  preserved ; tenants  at  first 
•were  willing  to  purchase  without  sporting  rights, 
which  Board  proposed  to  convey  to  trustees  nomi- 
nated by  tenants  to  manage  and  preserve  game,  and 
nurse  it  into  a valuable  asset;  subsequently,  how- 
ever, they  took  the  view  that  they  wanted  to  have 
their  holdings  free  from  any  burden,  and  the  Board 
gave  way,  3479,  3500-1. — Change  of  attitude  insti- 
gated by  Mr.  Morrough  O’Brien  and  a local  politi- 
cian, 3502-6.— Since  then  tenants  had  let  the  sporting 
on  the  Knock  section  for  £50  a year  to  a club,  3479. — 
Board  recognised  the  importance  generally  of  game 
and  fishery,  but  tenants  would  not,  as  a rule,  com- 
bine, and  game  was  not  of  much  value  on  congested 
and  small  estates,  3480-0a.— Board  let  fisheries 
for  £120  a year  in  one  case,  £110  in  another, 
3481. — In  these  cases  Board  had  separated  value 
of  sporting  rights  from  the  land,  3482,  3489- 
90. — Board  did  not  usually  reserve  game ; if 
tenants  wanted  their  holdings  without  reservation 
they  were  allowed  to  have  them,  3483. — Plantations 
on  Dillon  estate  were  not  conveyed  to  tenants,  3484-5. 
—Board  was  looking  after  them,  3487. — They  con- 
tained very  little  game,  3488. — When  tenants 
were  vested  with  proprietary  rights  in  hold- 
ings, sporting  rights  would  still  be  reserved 
in  possession  of  Board  or  sold  to  a sporting  tenant ; 
tenants  benefited,  being  employed  as  gillies,  etc., 
3491-2,  3495. — Where  sporting  rights  had  a substan- 
tial value,  tenants  did  not  claim,  3493-4,  3496. 

Salaries  and  Administrative  Expenses. 

In  estimating  total  cost  of  dealing  with  estates  by 
Board,  salaries  and  other  expenses  ought  to  be  in- 
cluded, 3498,  3507,  3510. — Salaries  and  expenses  of 
surveyors  and  clerks  of  works  were  charged  to  estates, 
those  of  remainder  of  outdoor  staff  were  charged  to 
administration,  3508-9,  3519. — Salaries  and  adminis- 
trative expenses  in  connection  with  work  of  Board 
amounted  to  £31,000  a year,  3512. — Estimated  cost  of 
works  this  year  was  something  over  £108,000 ; £11,000 
was  what  the  Board  could  lose  out  of  their  annual 
revenue  after  providing  for  other  expenditure,  3516-8. 

Pil'JC 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  H.  Doran  jv.  j. 
Memorandum  on  Land  IT ork  of  Board,  . . 304 

Map  showing  three  classes  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts, . . . . . .to  fare  332 

Tables : — 

1.  Particulars  of  Holdings  in  Congested  Dis- 

tricts arranged  in  classes  according  to 

valuation, ' 

2.  Land  required  to  raise  average  valuation  to 

£2  per  head,  1901,  .... 

3.  Area,  population,  and  valuation  of  Con- 

gested Districts  Counties, 

4.  Return  of  N on-Residential  Holdings  in 

Mayo  and  Roscommon, 

5.  Land  required  for  raising  average  valuation 

to  £2  per  head,  1891,  . 

'6.  Particulars  of  Parish  Committee  Schemes, 


Spring  and  Autumn  Mackerel  Fishing. 

Spring  mackerel  fishing  round  South  Coast  began  in 
1862,  grew  rapidly ; very  valuable  in  1890,  fishermen 
got  £175,000  for  two  months’  fishing,  besides  what  was 
paid  for  packing,  transit,  etc.,  4657-8,  4668-700, 
4754. — Boats  engaged,  with  nine  men  in  each,  4659 — 
forty  or  fifty  tons,  some  French,  Scotch,  and  Eng- 
lish; only  half  were  Irish;  new  development  had 
started  in  1887  ; American  mackerel  failed  in  1886, 
and  Americans  came  to  Berehaven ; they  found  the 
fish  cured  differently  to  what  they  were  accustomed 
to,  but  in  1887  they  started  curing  on  American 
plan ; after  that,  autumn  fishing  nearly  equalled 
spring  fishing,  4660-1,  4715. — Spring  mackerel  sent 
fresh  to  English  market;  autumn  fish  cured;  no  de- 
mand for  fresh  fish  in  autumn,  4662-3,  4670-3.— 
Autumn  fishing  used  to  last  from  August  till 
Christmas ; spring  from  end  of  March  to  end  of  June, 
4664. — Great  changes  in  fisheries,  4665. — Up  to  1887 
only  prosecuted  for  local  consumption,  fairs,  etc. ; 
practically  nothing  earned  in  1887,  4666-7. 

Autumn  fishing  fluctuated  ; in  1903  worth  £93,848  ; 
reached  nearly  £100,000  several  times  for  fish  alone ; 
would  probably  drop  this  year ; difficult  to  find  labour 
for  curing,  everyone  employed  ; autumn  mackerel  fish- 
ing carried  on  almost  entirely  by  local  boats ; £10,000 
paid  down  in  one  creek,  which  had  only  canoes, 
4668,  4966. — Drift  nets  and  seine  nets  used,  4669. — 
Before  steam  trawlers  existed  stock  of  fresh  fish  at 
its  lowest  in  spring ; mackerel  sold  in  England  for  £2 
a box  of  60  fish,  4671. — In  autumn  fresh  mackerel 
fetched  10s.  a box,  4672. — Better  prices  got  for  pickled 
fish,  varied  from  4s.  6 d.  a hundred,  that  is  126 
fish,  not  worth  prosecuting  fishery  for  less ; 
price  in  America  varied,  barrel  could  not  be 
placed  on  American  market  under  10  dollars,  4673. — 
Typical  barrel  held  300  fish ; price  of  barrel  holding 
pound’s  worth  of  fish,  4s.  6 d. ; salt,  4s. ; labour,  5s. ; 
freight  to  Liverpool,  2s.,  on  to  America,  2s. ; duty, 
8s.  ; two  dollars  duty  killed  the  trade  ; an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  raise  it,  but  there  was  an  agitation 
and  a dollar  was  taken  off,  4674. — Competing  native 
American  fishery  important ; collapsed  in  1886  ; not 
yet  recovered ; better  some  years  than  others ; always 
a demand  for  Irish  fish ; if  it  were  better  cured,  2 
dollars  more  would  be  paid  for  it,  4675-6. — American 
merchants  pleased  with  Irish  fish  in  1888,  4677. — Un- 
fortunately a few  bad  Irish  eurers  gave  it  a bad  name 
and  affected  price,  4678-9,  4689-91,  4742.-225,000  cwt. 
mackerel  landed  in  1905  in  spring  fishery;  274,666 
cwt.  in  autumn,  4,699  in  congested  districts;  £29,000 
value  of  spring  fishing,  £61,000  autumn,  4700. 

Question  of  Curing  Brand  or  Licence. 

Trade  mark  had  been  considered  useless  if  not  abso- 
lute guarantee  ; cost  a great  deal  to  apply  it,  as  curing 
trade  was  scattered  round  creeks  along  coast ; Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  built  many  small  piers  and 
slips  for  facilitating  fishing,  and  there  was  a curing 
station  at  each ; supervision  would  be  complicated, 
4680. — Autumn  fish  close  in  shore,  and  could  only  be 
caught  by  small  boats,  which  could  not  travel  far ; 
many  centres  therefore  necessary,  4681. — In  Scotland 
325  fish  were  70  to  100  miles  out  at  sea ; as  easy  for  large 
boats  going  that  distance  to  go  from  one  port  as 
another ; those  were  herrings  ; no  mackerel  in  Scotland 
0 ° to  speak  of,  4682-3. — Fish  three  or  four  miles  out  on 
South  Coast,  but  not  on  West ; Board’s  ships  concen- 
328  trated  on  coasts  facing  north,  4684. — Important  to  get 
fish  cured  quickly ; difficult  to  collect  them  at  sea  and 
330  take  them  to  a centre  without  injury,  4685. — Mackerel 
brought  in  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning  must 
,,n  lie  pickled  by  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  highest 
class  fish  cured,  etc.,  before  life  was  out  of  it,  4686. — 
333  If  eurers  were  licensed  supervision  would  be  required  ; 
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in  Scotland  inspection  went  on  at  various  times  of 
curing  process  ; final  inspection  of  barrels  not  a gua- 
rantee of  purity  of  fisli,  4687-8,  4694-5. — Three  or  four 
different  firms  curing  at  each  station,  4692. — They 
attached  their  own  trade  mark  and  name,  4693. — 
Witness  had  suggested  having  a brand  when  fishing 
was  in  its  infancy  ; it  would  have  been  simple  then  ; a 
great  number  of  supervisors  would  be  wanted  now ; 
all  small  places  would  have  to  be  inspected  to  put  them 
on  equal  footing  with  larger  centres,  4696. — Licence 
would  not  do  at  all,  4697. 

Comparative  Value  of  Mackerel  and  Herring 
Fisheries. 

When  Board  began  work  mackerel  fishery  worth  more 
than  herring ; since  development  of  Donegal  coast 
herring  fishery  went  into  large  figures  ; autumn  her- 
ring fishery  in  congested  districts  worth  £58,000  ; 
spring  mackerel,  £29,000  ; autumn  mackerel,  £61,000  ; 
summer  herring,  £14.000,  4701. — Mackerel  was  the 

K redominant  fishery  in  Ireland  ; great  fluctuations ; 

errings  began  low,  £37,000  for  all  Ireland ; rose  last 
year  to  £121,000  ; larger  in  quantity  in  1898.;  450,000 
cwt.  fetched  £69,000  as  against  £121,000  for  smaller 
quantity ; reason  was  the  great  development  which 
took  place  in  two  places,  in  Waterford  and  in 
Ti'awenagh  Bay,  Donegal ; herrings  not  highest  class  ; 
present  rise  due  to  development  of  Donegal  herring 
fisheries,  which  produced  good  fish,  4702. 

Summer  Herring  Fishing. 

In  the  South,  summer  herring  fishery  concurrent 
with  spring  mackerel,  4703. — Scotch  boats  carried  on 
summer  herring  fishing,  Irish  boats  engaged  with 
mackerel ; both  ended  same  time,  middle  or  end  of 
June,  4704-5. — Not  worth  while  for  Irish  boats  to  have 
both  mackerel  and  herring  nets ; occasional  friction 
between  two  classes  of  fishermen,  4706. — Herring 
fishery  in  North  and  South  at  same  time,  4707. — Sum- 
mer herrings  must  be  fished  by  Scotch  boats ; occa- 
sional French  and  Irish  boats  came,  4707a. — Not  due 
to  lack  of  enterprise  of  Irish ; they  were  fully  em- 
ployed at  that  time,  4708. — After  spring  fishing  men 
looked  after  their  farms  until  autumn  fishing,  which 
kept  them  going  till  the  winter,  4709. — Opening  for 
more  Irish  boats,  but  summer  herring  fishery  not 
enough  to  make  them  pay  ; men  would,  have  to  go 
elsewhere  to  follow  fishing,  like  the  big  Scotch  boats, 
4710-2. — Some  Arklow  boats  did  so,  and  this  year  did 
well  at  Shetland,  4712-3.  — There  w|ere  forty-five  on-  fifty 
tons  of  fish ; Arklow  men  had  been  brought  to  show 
the  men  in  congested  districts  how  to  fish,  4714. — 
Summer  herring  fishing  at  Kinsale,  and  in  north 
and  west,  at  same  time,  had  been  tried  off  Galway 
but  dog-fish  made  it  impossible,  4753. 

Autumn  Mackerel  Fishing — Curers. 

Curing  and  development  of  autumn  mackerel  fishing 
dene  by  private  enterprise,  4716.— Cm-ers  : Irish,  Eng- 
lish, Scotch,  and  two  Americans,  4717. — First  men 
were  Americans,  who  used  the  intelligent  Irish,  and 
showed  them  how  to  cure;  Irish  handled  the  fish; 
Scotch  and  English  firms  sent  foremen  to  look  after 
the  business  at  the  centres,  .4718. 


Kerry  Men  as  Curers. 

Kerry  people,  naturally  sea-going,  men  of  Durse 
Island,  hnd  always  been  fishermen,  4719. — Kerry  me 
enterprising  and  intelligent,  but  were  in  pai 
farmers,  not  simply  fishermen,  and  could  not  go  i 
a distance ; that  was  not  necessary ; curers  cam 
near  their  houses  and  that  gave  a chance  of  addin 
to  their  incomes;  £100  made  out  of  Kerry  fishin 
i -ij  can'Jas  canoe,  4720. — Every  man,  woman,  an 
child  employed  in  curing  during  the  season  ; difficu 
to  get  enough  labour,  4721. 

Counties  of  Galway,  Mayo,  and  Donegal  could  n< 
be  treated  m a general  way,  people  were  different 
some  had  been  fishermen  from  time  immemorial ; the 
would  make  a success  of  the  fishing  ; others  were  ei 
gaged  burning  kelp  or  carrying  turf,  etc.  ; it  woul 
be  difficult  to  make  them  fish  and  to  eradicate  th 
habits  of  generations,  4722. 
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Clare  Fishing. 

Clare  Coast,  technically  non-congested,  people  just 
as  poor  as  those  in  congested  areas,  4723. — It  was  un- 
just that  no  money  should  be  spent  there,  while  the 
Board  was  helping  other  districts ; since  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  was  started  non-congested  areas 
were  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  congested,  4724-6.— 
Clare  a difficult  coast  to  deal  with  ; it  was  an  iron- 
bound  shore,  with  no  natural  facilities ; fishing  there 
could  not  be  developed  much  more  than  it  had  been  • 
canoes  safer  than  row-boats  on  a stormy  sea  ; money 
had  been  spent  on  Liscannor ; pier  would  have  been 
built  at  Ballaghaline  if  it  had  not  been  for  legal 
difficulties  in  various  Acts  constituting  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  County  Councils,  4726. Lis- 

cannor Harbour  was  enlarged  for  taking  stones 
from  quarries ; very  little  fishing  there,  4727-8.— 
Mackerel  good  all  along  Clare  Coast,  and  curing  could 
be  carried  on  there. 


Aran  Islands  Fisheries. 

Fishing  in  Aran  Islands,  which  had  been  good  100- 
years  ago,  practically  unknown  at  time  of  survey ; only 
six  canoes  fishing  from  an  Island  of  3,000  inhabitants, 

4729.  — After  fishing  failed  in  days  gone  by  it  was 
never  picked  up  again  ; mackerel  was  not  known  to 
6xist ; experiments  started  to  prove  they  were  there, 
and  Arklow  boats  taken  round  to  start  the  fishing', 

4730.  — Herrings  caught  there  100  years  ago,  4731.— 
Difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  fish  one  cause  of  decline; 
post-boat  the  only  means  of  getting  rid  of  fish  when 
Board  first  went  there,  4732. — 100  years  ago  hookers 
made  special  trips  to  Galway  with  fish ; when  Board 
first  went  there  was  only  a local  trade  and  fish  was 
bartered  for  turf,  4733-5. 

Survey  finished  in  1891,  and  witness  reported  on  pos- 
sible developments ; mackerel  fishing  off  Aran  Islands 
recommended  first ; spring  mackerel  fishing  at  that 
time  very  valuable ; seven  Arklow  boats  brought  to  ex- 
ploit fishery ; two  large  boats  provided  by  an  English 
lady  for  Clifden  crews;  two  for  Connemara  crews  by 
another  lady,  4754-5. — In  1892  Mr.  Shimmin  made 
manager  for  Board  and  Inspector  of  Connemara  and 
Mayo  coast  for  mackerel  fishing ; witness  fished  off 
Aran  till  arrival  of  Arklow  boats ; no  fish  found  at 
first;  then  they  struck  the  fish,  and  £350  to  £450  a 
boat  made  in  six  weeks ; new  crews  made  money ; 
thing  a success ; Aran  Islands  now  had  large  fleet, 
4755. — Fleets  now  on  Connemara  coast,  4755. 

In  1905  Board  opened  at  Cleggan  ; that  was  success- 
ful ; cod  and  ling  on  coast  in  early  years  of  Board’s- 
work  ; ten  curing  stations  opened  in  1892 ; cod  and 
ling  left  coast ; those  now  caught  marketed  fresh,. 
4755-6. — Assistance  of  Mr.  Duthie  secured  in  1893 ; 
Mr.  Shimmin  had  charge  of  Connaught  coast,  Mr. 
Duthie  of  Donegal ; credit  of  good  name  of  Irish- 
herrings  due  to  Mr.  Duthie,  4756. 

Aran  Islanders  had  all  the  fishings ; cod  and  ling  in 
early  spring,  spring  mackerel,  summer  herring,  early 
autumn  herring,  autumn  mackerel,  trawling  at  various- 
times,  4757. — Board  marketed  fish  at  first;  had  an 
ice  hulk  with  600  tons  of  ice  and  thousands  of  fish- 
boxes  ; fishermen  given  what  fish  fetched  in  English 
market,  less  7s.  for  freight,  etc.  ; that  principle  worked 
forthree  years,  4758. — 7s.  did  not  always  cover  price 
of  box,  4759.— -Board  had  special  steamer  and  trains; 
Post  Office  laid  a telegraph  cable  to  island ; steamer 
subsidised,  and  now  ran  three  times  a week  to  Aran 
Islands  ; communication  formerly  very  uncertain ; de- 
velopment of  West  of  Ireland  fishing  depended  on  com- 
munication and  hampered  still  in  some  districts  for 
want  of  it,  4760,  5080. 

Blacksod  Bay  fishing  opened  for  people  of  Erris; 
nearest  railway  station  Mallai'anny ; ice  hulk  and 
thirteen  tons  given  as  a start ; steamer  chartered 
to  take  fish  from  Blacksod  to  a new  station  on 
Achill  Sound ; steamer  expensive ; boats  had  to  go 
far  to  shoot  nets ; carried  on  for  six  years ; failed 
on  account  of  expense ; Broadhaven  offered  more 
prospect  of  success,  a good  harbour,  railway  needed ; 
steamer  three  times  a week  did  not  go  for  fresh  fish, 
4761-3. 

Survey  of  Irish  fishing  waters  was  sufficient  to  toll 
what  they  were  worth,  47336. 
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Piers  and  Harbours. 

A want-  of  piers  and  harbours  for  fishermen  was 
keenly  felt  on  Cork  and  Kerry  coast ; if  fishing  were 
to  go  on  as  it  had  been,  and  demand  remained  good, 
more  piers  brought  more  boats,  4737-8. — Present  time 
critical ; curers  had  not  yet  come ; they  had  immense 
stocks  on  their  hands  ; price  in  America  not  good 
enough  to  enable  them  to  sell ; American  markets  were 
being  watched,  and  latest  telegrams  were  more  hopeful, 
4739-41. 


Price  of  Herrings. 

Donegal  herrings  had  beaten  all  records  in  Conti- 
nental markets ; fifty  roubles  paid  in  St.  Petersburg 
when  best  Castle  Bays  sold  for  35,  4743. — Not  so  many 
Irish  as  Scotch  herrings  in  market,  4744. — Downing’s 
Bay  herrings  cured  by  Irish  girls,  4745. — Work  done 
through  friendly  mixture  of  Irish  and  Scotch  enter- 
prise; relations  between  Scotch  and  Irish  fishermen 
most  harmonious,  4747-8. 


Donegal  Fisheries. 

When  Board  first  went  to  Donegal,  herrings  were 
brought  from  Shetland  and  (sold  in  Burtonport, 
4749,  4810. — Now  Burtonport  exported  £30,000 

worth  of  herrings  all  over  the  world,  4749. — 
Autumn  herring  fishery  was  the  first  started,  and  went 
on  from  October  to  Christmas ; a few  years  ago  summer 
fishing  started  and  was  now  most  remunerative,  4750. 
— Mackerel  not  found  in  paying  quantities  in  Donegal, 
4751-2. 


Trawling. 

Fluctuation  in  fishing  in  United  Kingdom  as  well 
as  in  Ireland,  but  Irish  fishing  more  affected  by  it 
than  English,  which  was  supplied  with  steam  trawlers, 
4764-9. — Development  of  steam  drifters  serious ; 
they  already  came  to  Ireland,  but  weife  not  so 
injurious  to  sailing  boats  there  as  in  Scotland, 
4770-3. — Fish  further  out  to  sea  in  Scotland,  and 
steamboats  got  there  and  back  quicker  and  secured 
the  market,  4774-5. — Steam  drifters  came  from  Scot- 
land and  England,  4776. 


Railway  Extensions  suggested  in  1887. 

Railway  .extensions  suggested  in  1887  for  adequate 
development  of  fisheries ; (1)  Ballycotton  to 

Mogeley  ; (2)  connection  at  Cork  to  Skibbereen  and 
Bantry  Railway  with  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway ; (3)  Kinsale  Railway  station  to  entrance 
of  harbour,  where  pier  should  be  built ; (4)  Balti- 
more Harbour  to  Skibbereen;  (5)  Castletownsend 
Harbour  to  Skibbereen ; (6)  Glandore  Harbour  to 
Skibbereen ; (7)  Cahirciveen  Harbour  to  Kilorglin ; 
(8)  Dingle  to  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway, 
near  Tralee  ; (9)  Bantry  Station  to  harbour ; (4,  7, 
8,  and  9)  carried  out ; (2)  arranged  for,  4780. 

Money  earned  by  fishing  would  not  repay  construc- 
tion of  a railway,  but  other  trades  would  want  rail- 
way ; a line  to  Broadhaven  would  create  a new  fishing 
centre1,  4788-90. — Unhealthy  thing  for  part  of  the 
community  to  be  so  isolated,  4790. — Fish  would  not 
be  diverted  from  other  railway  lines  if  there  were 
one  to  Broadhaven ; fish  off  coast  not  caught-  at 
present ; railway  would  make  it  possible  to  catch 
them  ; plenty  of  demand  if  they  could  be  got  to  market, 
4792-4. — If  railway  were  made  it  should  go  along 
northern  coast  from  Killala ; Broadhaven  must  be 
touched  if  line  were  to  be  any  good,  4798. — Railway 
into  Belmullet  insufficient ; must  go  as  far  as  pier  for 
Sligo  steamer ; better  to  go  farther,  4799-800. 

Donegal  Fisheries — Expansion  Question. 

Donegal  coast  fairly  fished,  4782.  —Room  for  more 
boats  for  summer  herring  fishing,  but  not  for  autumn  ; 
boats  could  not  live  out  of  summer  fishing  alone, 
4783-4. — Board  cautious  not  to  add  too  many  boats  at 
a time,  4785-6. — Fish  on  banks  further  out,  but  were 
frequented  by  steam  trawlers,  4787. 
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Mackerel  Fishing — American  Market. 

Unlimited  boats  could  be  employed  fishing  mackerel 
shoals ; but  market  depended  on  American  demand, 
4795. — Fish  could  be  cured  and  large  supply  for- 
warded if  there  were  demand  in  America  ; business 
could  be  started  under  healthy  conditions  if  a dollar 
were  taken  off  duty  in  America,  4796-7. — Thirty  years 
ago  pilchards  were  on  Kerry  Coast ; not  since  then, 
4801. — Pike,  dog-fish,  sometimes  blue  sharks,  in  the 
nets,  but  not  spotted  dog-fish,  4802-4. — One  most 
troublesome  in  herring  nets  was  eighteen  inches  long, 
4805. 


Variations  in  Size  and  in  times  of  Appearance 
of  Herrings. 

Date  of  spawning  of  herrings  variable  in  difierent 
parts  of  the  country,  two  seasons,  some  in  October 
and  some  in  late  spring,  4825. — Not  highest  priced 
herrings  at  spawning  time,  after  that  they  were 
spent,  4826-8. — April  earliest  time  of  finding  herrings 
now,  4829,  4831. — Few  times  of  year  when  herrings 
were  not  to  be  found,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantities 
for  commercial  fishing,  4830. — Winter  herrings 
larger  than  autumn  ones  in  old  days,  different  mesh 
used  for  nets,  half-penny  mesh  for  autumn  fishing, 
penny  mesh  for  winter,  4830,  4832. — April  herrings 
same  as  winter  ones  were,  4833. — Reason  for  change 
not  yet  known ; Department  engaged  in  fishery 
investigation  in  conjunction  with  Continental 
countries ; investigations  went  on  simultaneously 
four  times  a year,  from  Dutch  Coast  round  Scotland 
and  into  Atlantic,  inquiry  had  gone  on  five  years, 
4834-7. — Temperature  of  sea  had  a good  deal  to  do 
with  fish  development,  some  migrations  for  food  and 
some  for  spawning  purposes ; there  were  conditions 
of  temperature  favourable  for  food  production, 
thus  determining  migration,  4838. — Temperature 
dependent  on  movements  of  currents  and  also  the 
cause  of  currents;  food  supply,  etc.,  varied  with 
movements  of  ocean  water,  4839. 

History  of  Irish  Fisheries. 

At  end  of  eighteenth  century  buildings  were 
erected  at  Rutland  Island  and  Inishcoo  for 
fishery;  £30,000  spent  in  1788  on  fishery  buildings 
and  custom  house  near  Burtonport;  portion  Govern- 
ment grant,  4808-9. — Fishing  brought  in  £20,000  a 
year,  about  the  same  as  now;  Father  B.  Walker 
started  the  fishing  in  1891 ; Board  bought  herrings 
and  cured  them,  and  then  it  passed  into  private 
hands ; important  fishery  in  Donegal  and  Galway 
Bavs  at  end  of  18tli  century,  particularly  South  Conne- 
mara, Roundstone,  the  centre  in  beginning  of  19th 
century,  £500  a day  paid  during  two  months  in  1835, 
4810-13. — Great  fishing  used  to  be  12th  January  to 
1st  March,  at  a time  of  year  when  there  are  no  her- 
rings now ; in  the  thirties,  700  boats  fishing  from 
Killybegs  alone,  4813-4,  4841.— Heavy  fishing  in  Con- 
nemara in  1800  and  1806,  then  a blank ; fishing  re- 
vived in  1835,  4813. — Witness  quoted  from  report  of 
Commission  of  1835  ; business  was  worked  by  large  boats 
from  East  coast  of  Ireland,  Skerries  and  Howth,  of 
45  tons,  going  to  Killybegs  with  cargoes  of  salt  and  a 
yawl  on  deck  to  fish  with ; in  1835  there  were  45  or 
50  Skerries  boats  there  and  800  row-boats  fishing  ; 
great  disasters  once  or  twice,  and  lives  lost ; but 
fishing  successful  for  number  of  years,  4815. — It  was 
close  to  shore,  4816-7. — Like  autumn  fishing  now, 
boats  also  came  from  Isle  of  Man,  Cardigan,  etc.,  4818. 
— Roundstone  fishing  same  character,  and  carried  on 
a t same  time  of  year ; worked  by  500  or  600  Conne- 
mara row-boats  and  hookers  of  7 to  15  tons,  from  Olad- 
dagh ; Connemara  men  wished  for  larger  boats,  1,000 
boats  fishing  at.  one  time ; smacks  came  and  loaded  at 
sea  and  took  the  fish  to  Galway,  4819-20. — Fish  were 
cured  in  bulk  in  vessel’s  hold  and  piled  in  salt  in 
stores ; little  export  trade ; Irish  population  then 
enormous  ; demand  for  Salt  herrings  so  great  they  wero 
imported  from  Scotland  on  the  east  coast,  4821-3. — 
£32,000  worth  of  herrings  cured  in  Galway  ; there  were 
two  fishings,  harvest  and  winter ; transit  difficulties 
immense ; carts  came  with  coal  from  Kilkenny  and 
took  back  fish,  4823-4. 

Decline  of  fisheries  at  Roundstone  and  Donegal 
due  to  departure  of  fish  and  other  causes,  4840-1. — 
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Burtonport  herring  fishery  at  its  best  at  end 
of  eighteenth  century,  4841,  4854. — After  that 

a blank  of  ten  years,  revival  in  1835,  when 
fish  came  back ; bounties  paid  from  1819  to  1830 ; 
failure  of  winter  herring  fishery  within  that  period, 
4841-2,  4916.— Idea  of  bounties  existed  throughout 
eighteenth  century,  extended  to  Ireland  in  time  of 
distress ; Commission  of  1835  appointed  on  account 
of  distress ; bounties  began  before  the  blank,  last 
bounties  began  in  1819,  all  abolished  in  1830,  4843-5. 
— Fish  further  from  shore  in  1835  than  before ; 
Claddagh  men  with  large  boats  better  able  to  fish 
them  than  Connemara  men,  4846. — During  blank 
herrings  were  not  found  even  further  out  at  sea 
except  on  a few  occasions  when  found  by  Skerries 
boats ; two  fishings  now,  summer  and  harvest ; there 
used  to  be  herrings  to  be  found  in  summer,  but  they 
were  not  fished  except  for  bait,  4847. — Summer 
herring  fishing  had  probably  always  been  possible, 
but  local  boats  too  small  to  go  to  sea  for  it,  4648. — 
Winter  fishing  had  disappeared,  always  a possibility 
of  its  revival,'  4849. — Winter  herrings  now  caught  in 
small  quantities ; as  a great  fishery  it  had 
never  revived  since  1835,  4850-3. — Roundstone 

fishing  had  flourished  from  1806  to  1820, 
4855-6. — Fishing  had  revived  at  Killybegs  and 
Roundstone  at  time  of  1835  Commission,  4857,  4862. — 
Fishing  at  Killybegs  failed  from  1822  to  1831  at 
Roundstone  1827-1833,  failure  practically  concurrent, 
4858-61. — Revival  lasted  till  famine  time,  principal 
cause  of  decline  was  boats  and  gear  going  to  the  bad 
after  the  bounties  ceased,  4863,  4923. — Everything 
collapsed  at  famine  time,  4864. — Report  of  1844 
showed  failure  of  herring  at  all  stations,  recovery  in 
condition  of  boats,  good  fishery  of  cod,  ling,  and 
haak,  4865. — Great  number  of  'boats  just  before 
famine  and  great  deal  of  fishing,  4866. — 1870  first 
year  in  which  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  reported ; they 
were  created  in  1869 ; summary  of  boats  and  crews 
given  in  Report ; there  had  been  Fishery  Commis- 
sioners since  1842,  office  now  attached  to  Department 
of  Agriculture,  independent  of  Board  from  1870  to 
1900 ; 19,800  boats  and  113,000  men  employed  in 
Irish  fisheries  in  1846,  the  year  famine  began,  4867-9. 
—In  1844,  369  first-class  boats  from  congested  dis- 
tricts, 1,887  for  all  Ireland,  7,500  second-class,  14,000 
for  all  Ireland,  4870. 

Great  fishery  for  large  fish  on  west  coast  of  Ireland 
by  Spanish  boats  in  time  of  Elizabeth  and 
Philip  and  Mary,  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  reported 
about  1570  that  there  were  600  Spanish  fishing 
boats  on  west  coast,  4873-4. — A number  of 
the  fishermen  must  have  been  in  Spanish 
Armada,  4875. — Traditions  about  Spanish  Settle- 
ments on  south-west  and  west  coasts,  4876. — More 
trade,  in  other  commodities  as  well,  between  Galway 
and  Spain  than  between  Galway  and  other  parts  of 
the  world,  4877. — Irish  population  small  at  that  time, 
not  much  more  than  a million,  4878,  4912. — More 
meat  eaten,  and  not  so  much  salt  fish  wanted  as 
when  they  lived  on  potatoes,  4878. 


Plenty  of  fish  in  Ireland,  hut  development  of 
fisheries  depended  on  other  things  as  well  as  supply, 
4879-81. — Irish  fishing  trade  did  not  differ  from  that 
of  other  countries,  4882. — Revival  took  place  about 
1830,  and  went  on  with  fluctuations  till  famine, 
4883-4. — No  revival  after  that  till  discovery  of  Spring 
mackerel  fishing  in  1862,  except  at  Howth  and  Ard- 
glass,  4885-9. — When  Congested  Districts  Board 
started  there  were  no  boats  at  Roundstone,  and  only 
a few  canoes  at  Aran  Islands,  and  new  crews  had  to 
be  trained,  4890. — They  began  in  1892,  4891. — 
No  herrings  found  in  survey,  experiments  in 
herrings  began  in  1892,  when  mackerel  boats  were 
fitted  with  herring  nets;  Claddagh  men  had  fished 
for  herrings  to  supply  local  demand  all  the  time, 
4892-3. — 'Decline  of  fishery  was  due  to  lack  of 
herrings,  4894. — There  were  still  none  in  Connemara. 
4895. — Abundance  in  1846,  but  gear  was  wanting 
after  bounties  ceased,  loan  system  had  died  out,  no 
way  to  help  men  to  acquire  new  materials,  people  very 
crowded,  and  poor  could  not  get  gear  to  catch  fish, 
and  when  weakness  of  famine  came  they  had  not  the 
strength,  and  died  in  thousands  on  shore,  while  sea 
was  alive  with  fish ; in  County  Mayo  in  1847 
herrings  sold  for  4rf.  per  100,  and  £200  paid  in  a 
day,  4896-900. — Fish  went  away  after  famine,  4901-2 
4504,  4910.— Always  a little  fishing,  men  knew  where 


nsu  weie , in  i.o00  manx  neet  ot  boats  organised 
experiment ; herrings  not  to  be  had  where  tliev 
to  be ; present  autumn  fishing  not  to  compare  with 
th»t  oj  100  ago  4903,-Best  Pfish„" £ 

emigrated  after  famine,  they  started  the  lone 
fishing  on  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  4905  4908 
Gear  had  been  pawned  to  buy  meal,  4906—  Salt 
herrings  not  wanted  if  there  were  no  potatoes'  4907 
—Combination  of  circumstances  caused  failure  If 
fishing,  4909.— Seaboard  population  were  absolutely 
dependent  on  potatoes,  4911.— Facilities  on  southern 
littoral  of  Connemara  for  growing  potatoes  wer« 
great  where  there  was  seaweed  for  manure;  demand 
for  fish  arose  to  eat  with  potatoes,  4913.—  Potatoes 
not  introduced  in  Elizabeth’s  time,  4914. 

Bounties. 

Bounties  were  on  outfit  and  building  of  boats  on 
barrels  of  herrings  cured  and  weight  of  cod  and  ’lint- 
cured,  4917.— Statistics  of  boats  at  time  of  bounties 
not  reliable,  supervision  not  sufficient,  4923.— Free 
trade  the  reason  of  withdrawal  of  bounties,  4924-8  — 
Bill  to  re-establish  bounties  brought  in  on  recom- 
mendations of  Commission  of  1835,  but  was  thrown 
out,  4928.  wn 

Congested  Districts  Board  did  not  give  grants 
they  gave  assistance  by  having  boats  built  and 
giving  them  to  fishermen  on  terms  of  repayment 
only  thing  Board  lost  over  was  instruction  of  crews 
and  bad  debts  accruing  from  men  who  were  not 
solvent,  and  had  not  luck  to  make  money,  4918-9.— It 
was  not  payment  by  results  as  bounties  were  4922 


Lobster  Fishing. 

Lobster  fishery  important,  brought  in  £23,000  * 
year  in  congested  districts  alone,  £2,000  paid  amongst 
poorest  islanders,  £48  divided  in  one  season  between 
two  men  in  a canvas  canoe,  went  on  all  through 
depression,  4929.— Prices  varied,  very  high  dum« 
oyster  scare,  8s.  to  13s.  a dozen,  4931. — No  export  of 
crabs  on  west  coast  of  Ireland,  4932. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

Salmon  fisliing  in  summer  greatly  developed  lately, 
thousands  killed  in  the  sea,  4932,  4934.— One  buyer 
sent  500  boxes  of  salmon,  4933. — -Ten  or  more  in  a 
box ; drift-net  fishing  had  gone  on  for  twenty  years,, 
greatly  developed  during  last  five  years ; in  Letter- 
kenny  district  licences  paid  enabled  Board  of  Con- 
servators to  keep  up  steamer  to  enforce  law,  4934. — 
Boats  fished  three  to  seven  miles  out  to  sea,  4935. — 
Boats  had  to  go  through  three-mile  limit,  and 
salmon-nets  had  to  have  licence  for  landing,  4936-7. 
—Effect  of  sea-fishing  on  rivers  was  under  considera- 
tion ; 2,000 . people  in  Donegal  employed  in  sea- 
salmon  fishing,  4938. — Mayo  people  also  fished, 


Difficulty  of  getting  Irishmen  to  follow  the 
Pish. 

Other  competing  industries  had  to  he  considered' 
as  well  as  development  of  fisheries ; kelp  burned  in 
some  districts,  turf  carried  in  South  Connemara, 
difficult  to  get  crews  away  from  these  things ; con- 
stant demand  for  turf  in  Clare,  Galway  and  Aran 
Islands,  turf-carrying  a source  of  income,  and 
mainstay  of  present  large  population,  if  fishing 
were  _ good  enough,  men  would  leave  the  turf- 
carrying,  but  it  was  not,  4942. — Fisheries  would 
relieve  congestion  if  men  could  be  made  into 
fishermen ; it  took  two  generations  to  establish 
habit  of  following  fish  at  sea  and  making  a 
business  of  fishing,  custom  hitherto  was  to  have  boats 
for  other  purposes  and  only  put  out  nets  when  fish 
came  near  home,  4943. — A serious  obstacle,  Board 
trying  to  build  up  men  as  fishermen  pure  and  simple ; 
to  live  in  comfoi-t  out  of  fishing  they  had  to  go  over 
hundreds  of  miles  of  sea  to  get  good  fishing  as  well 
as  cultivate  what  there  was  at  home,  4944. — Had 
succeeded  to  certain  extent,  4945. — In  old  times  the 
only  men  who  went’  away  were  from  south  and  east 
of  Ireland,  4946. 

Cod  and  Ling  Fishing. 

When  Board  began  there  was  plenty  of  cod  and 
ling  onwest,  they  had  now  cleared  off,  and  were  not 
found  in  paying  quantities,  4947. — Many  of  tho=e 
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grounds  ten  miles  from  shore,  within  possibility  of 
being  worked  by  comparatively  small  boats ; water 
deepened  rapidly  off  west  coast ; too  deep  for  fishing 
at  fifty  miles  out,  4948-9. 

Piers. 

Small  piers  and  landing  places  essential  for  West 
of  Ireland  fishery,  4952.— -Costly  piers  needed  only 
where  special  transit  facilities  existed  or  where  ex- 
penditure could  create  better  facilities,  or  where 
fishing  was  so  good  that  transit  would  be  provided 
as  commercial  enterprise,  4953. — ‘Conditions  always 
before  witness’s  mind  when  recommending  piers ; 
Board  had  no  funds  for  large  undertakings,  4954. — 
Might  be  better  to  let  reserves  accumulate,  more 
would  be  done  if  there  were  more  money,  4955-6. — 
Policy  of  developing  fishing  by  means  of  landing 
places  followed,  small  piers  and  landing  places 
valuable  to  small  boats,  many  fisheries  were  so  close 
in-shore  they  had  to  be  prosecuted  by  small  boats, 
4957,  4961-2! — Transit  most  important  for  fresh  fish, 
small  piers  as  good  as  large  ones  for  curing  trade ; 
curers  provided  transit ; large  firms  sent  tramp 
steamers  to  pick  up  fish,  4958. — Curing  stations 
near  railways  got  telegram  when  American  market 
was  favourable,  and  could  despatch  by  next 
steamer,  making  more  money  than  those  in  isolated 
places,  4959. — On  West  of  Ireland  piers  could 
not  be  built  in  exposed  places,  sheltered  harbours  too 
far  from  fishing  ground  for  small  boats,  larger  boats 
required,  4960-1. — Large  boat  needed  two  miles  to 
shoot  nets,  and  could  not  fish  in-shore;  two  impor- 
tant fishings,  autumn  mackerel  and  autumn  herring, 
both  in-shore,  large  boats  wanted  in  places,  and  for 
Donegal  summer  fishing,  4962. 

Large  marine  works  must  always  be  considered  with 
transit  facilities,  there  were  places  where  greater  aver- 
age expenditure  was  desirable,  Board  found  such  large 
works  had  to  be  left  to  chances  of  special  Government 
grants,  costly  works  only  needed  where  transit  facili- 
ties existed  or  where  fishing  was  so  good,  craft  might 
be  expected  to  concentrate  and  transit  be  provided  as 
commercial  enterprise,  5157-8. — Piers  at  places  where 
distribution  of  fish  took  place  like  Downing’s  Bay; 
that  was  not  a place  where  vessels  could  live  all  the 
year,  5199. — Considerable  expenditure  on  piers  neces- 
sary for  use  of  larger  boats ; that  would  give  fishing 
an  impetus ; other  tilings  as  desirable  as  extension  of 
piers,  5200. 

Steam  Fishing. 

Developments  all  round  coast  of  Great  Britain 
by  change  of  propulsion  from  sail  and  oar  to  steam, 
4963. — Already  affected  boats  used  in  Ireland ; 
fishing  declining  not  only  from  point  of  view  of 
supply,  4964. — Steam-fishing  diminished  fluctuation, 
fish  always  to  be  found  somewhere,  4965. — When 
Board  began,  there  were  not  enough  men  trained  to 
go  long  distance  for  fish ; great  demand  for  boats  in 
good  years,  in  bad  ones  people  could  not  pay  instal- 
ments, 4966. 

Experiments  in  following  the  Fish,  &c. 

Larger  boats  could  fish  elsewhere  in  bad  years, 
Board  tried  to  train  men  for  that,  but  had  been  un- 
fortunate in  experiments,  4967-8. — Boat  went  from 
Mayo  to  Donegal  and  anchored  in  Downing’s  Bay  for 
two  months,  and  no  fish  came ; having  spent  their 
money  they  came  home,  and  a week  afterwards  fishing 
started,  4969-72. — (Boats  had  gone  from  Achill  with 
expert  fisherman  on  board,  provided  free  by  Board, 
they  had  only  arrived  a week,  4972. — Fishing  there 
slack  in  quantity,  but  good  in  price  just  now,  4973-4. 
—•Herrings  recently  so  near  shore  in  Inver  Bay  large 
boats  could  not  fish,  4975. — Large  boats  could  not  pay 
in  one  place,  they  must  go  long  distances  to  earn 
money,  4976. — In  good  years  small  boats  as  profitable, 
4977-8. — Large  boats  could  go  anywhere,  small  ones 
not  beyond  a certain  point,  4979-80.  —Men  with  small 
boats  were  farmers  who  only  fished  when  it  came  their 
way,  land  compensated  for  failure  of  fishing,  4980, 
4982. — A few  fishermen  pure  and  simple  along  the 
ooast,  4981.  —Comm ission  of  1835  reported  in  1837, 
4984. — It  recommended  the  concentration  of  efforts  on 
centres  with  natural  facilities,  and  professional 
aptitude  on  the  part  of  the  people,  4985. 
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Witness  occupied  a dual  position,  as  member  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  he  supervised  their  ex- 
penditure on  fisheries,  and  as  Inspector  of  Fisheries, 
was  connected  with  new  Department,  4990-1. 

Question  of  Absorption  of  Fishery  Functions  of 
Board  in  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Same  work  could  be  done  by  Department  as  by 
Board,  but  fishing  grounds  were  off  congested  dis- 
tricts where  Department’s  funds  were  not  applicable, 
4992-3. — Board  and  Department  had  both  done  their 
work  admirably,  Department  quite  competent  to 
handle  funds  for  fishery  purposes,  4994. — Delay  in 
administering  funds  for  other  purposes  considerable, 
fishery  money  different,  Department  had  free  hand  in 
administering  £10,000  for  sea-fisheries,  their  position 
was  therefore  much  the  same  as  Board’s,  4995-6, 
5027-8. — Expenditure  controlled  by  heads  of  Depart- 
ment, any  other  officer  in  witness’s  place  could 
expend  in  the  same  way  independently  of  Boards 
that  assisted  Department,  5029-30,  5042. — No  great 
difficulty  if  Department  dealt  with  fishery  question 
except  that  there  would  be  a different  set  of  men, 
4996. — Right  way  was  to  put  a man  in  charge  who 
understood  business,  and  gave  him  a free  hand  under 
proper  supervision  as  regards  expenditure,  Board 
had  had  experience  and  was  capable  of  running 
business  on  a large  scale,  4997. — Witness  controlled 
both  one  way  or  another,  4998. — He  acted  for  both 
as  regarded  inspection,  5000. — He  advised  the  Board 
in  fishery  matters,  5001-2. — None  of  Department’s 
£10,000  spent  in  congested  districts  except  on 
protection,  for  which  they  were  responsible  all  round 
the  coast ; Department  also  made  bye-laws  for 
fisheries  in  congested  and  non-congested  districts ; 
loan  fund  was  divided  between  Board  and  Depart- 
ment in  1891,  5004. — Witness  went  to  congested 
districts  to  encourage  sea-fisheries  -as  member  of 
Board,  5005-8. — No  difference  in  his  treatment  by 
people  when  he  went  for  Board  or  Department,  no 
feeling  against  a Government  official,  5009-13. — One 
Board  or  other  could  do  the  whole  business  for  con- 
gested and  non-congested  areas,  5014-6,  5044. — Board 
had  done  its  work  well,  and  had  good  men,  and  wit- 
ness would  not  like  to  abolish  it,  5015-6,  5018-8.— 
Its  continuance  would  be  of  service  to  fisheries,  5017. 
— If  Board’s  work  were  handed  over  to  Department, 
the  latter  would  require  more  officials,  fishery  work 
done  by  officials  of  Board  who  already  existed  for 
other  purposes,  5023. — As  regards  time,  witness’s 
work  for  Department  interfered  with  that  for  Board ; 
when  he  first  worked  for  Board  he  had  less  to  do  as 
Inspector  of  Fisheries  than  since  creation  of  Depart- 
ment ; since  -there  were  funds  to  spend  work  had 
increased  enormously,  5024. — Two  men  to  do  judicial 
work  of  three,  as  well  as  maintain  steamers,  a dredger, 
look  after  building  of  piers  and  slips,  etc.,  5025. — 
Work  on  Board  went  on  harmoniously  with  that  of 
Department,  5026. — If  sum  of  £10,000  were  increased 
responsibility  in  controlling  would  be  greater,  and 
alteration  in  authority  for  spending  might  he  desir- 
able, only  persons  with  knowledge  of  fishery  should 
be  given  authority ; interference  of  other  Boards 
would  create  danger  of  schemes  being  stopped  by 
ignorant  persons,  5031-3. — Money  could  not  be  spent 
so  satisfactorily  with  additions  to  authority,  hut  re- 
sponsibility for  larger  sums  could  not  be  put  on  few 
people,  therefore  if  Board  and  Department  were 
amalgamated  there  would  be  less  freedom  in  expendi- 
ture, and  work  might  be  less  satisfactory,  5034-5.— 
If  conditions  were  reasonable  work  would  not  be 
hampered,  5036. — In  the  case  of  large  sums  of  money 
when  estimates  and  budget  were  made  out,  the  freer 
the  authority  of  the  head  the  more  enthusiasm  there 
was  and  better  work,  5037. — In  branches  of  new 
Department  other  than  sea  fisheries,  even  smallest 
schemes  were  argued  by  Board,  5038. — That  might 
occur  with  fisheries  if  Department  had  larger  sums, 
better  to  leave  things  as  they  were  than  that,  5039. — 
Must  be  a limit  of  responsibility  in  expenditure  of 
large  sums,  that  applied  to  Congested  Districts 
Board,  too,  5040-1. — Expenditure  on  fisheries  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  was  sanctioned  by  that  Board, 
5042-3. — Very  little  saving  in  cost  of  administration 
if  fisheries  were  entirely  managed  by  Department. 
5045-6. — More  sympathy  with  Board  composed  of  all 
parties  than  with  a Government  Department,  5047-8. 
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— Work  in  fisheries  carried  on  outside  turmoil  of 
political  considerations ; if  there  were  a representa- 
tive Board  of  Fisheries,  political  questions  would 
come  in  and  hamper  work,  5049-51. — If  Vice- 
President  of  Department  changed  with  the  Govern  - 
ment  there  would  always  he  a faction  in  country 
opposed  to  man  in  authority,  that  would  be  dis- 
astrous, 5052-3. 

Crabs,  Lobsters,  Mussels,  &c. 

Crabs  got  on  west  coast,  would  not  bear  long 
journey,  despatch  confined  to  north,  east,  and  south 
coasts,  5057. — Vessels  coming  for  lobsters  were 
specially  fitted  for  them  ; did  not  take  crabs  ; smaller 
shell  fisheries  capable  of  further  development ; had 
been  developed  in  one  district  in  consequence  of  rail- 
way facilities  having  been  provided  ; over  £1,000  paid 
in  freight  one  year  for  mussels  sent  from  Killorglin ; 
mussels  as  good  elsewhere,  but  no  railway,  5058-61. 

Oysters. 

Oysters  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland  good  and  pure, 
but  scarce ; whole  oyster  fishery  depressed,  5062. — 
Effect  of  railway  development  on  oysters  was  to  cause 
beds  to  be  worked  out ; Department  now  trying  to 
re-stock  them,  bed  in  Tralee  Bay  fair,  as  a result  of 
putting  in  a bailiff  and  enforcing  law  price  of 
oysters  rose  from  3s.  6 d.  to  8s.,  5063-4. — Oyster 
culture  could  not  secure  large  employment  for  people, 
5065. 


Railway  Transit. 

There  had  been  complaints  against  railway  com- 
panies for  delay  in  transit  of  fish,  no  serious  com- 
plaint about  oysters ; freights  charged  for  herrings  and 
mackerel  moderate,  5066-8. — Department  had  never 
to  bring  complaints  to  notice  of  railway  companies, 
5069. 


Business  side  oe  Fishing  at  Aran  and  Cleggan. 

No  new  fishing  stations  at  present  where  special 
treatment  was  necessary,  when  Board  started  at 
Aran  they  took  all  -risk,  bought  cargo  of  ice  from 
Norway,  anchored  a hulk  in  Killeaney  Bay  where  ice 
was  stored ; this  was  a bargain  with  buyers, 
Board  bought  fish  and  despatched  it,  in  1893,  ice 
nearly  ran  out ; mackerdl  fishing  at  Cleggan  opened  the 
same  way,  taken  off  Board’s  hands  by  trade,  only 
help  now  given  was  to  sell  ice  to  buyers,  5070. — Noth- 
ing dome  in  Aran  now  except  providing  boats  and  gear, 
etc.,  the  men  there  were  sailors  and  soon  took  up  the 
business  themselves,  5071-4. — If  fk&ing  had  been  uni- 
formly good  men  would  be  in  good  position,  but  there 
had  teen  bad  years  and  men  were  in  debt  for  boats, 
5075. — Not  sufficient  competition  for  buying  at  Arani, 
best  chance  was  to  contract  with  a buyer  at  a fixed 
price,  long  ago  engaged  prices  were  general,  then  open 
market  took  its  place.  5076. — In  early  days  in  Donegal 
Board  reserved  right  to  cut  in  if  merchants  did  not 
pay  proper  price  for  cured  fish,  5077.— At  time  Board 
managed  Aran  fishing  so  much  was  deducted  for  cost 
of  boxes,  ice,  labour  and  percentage  to  salesmen  that 
1 no^  aj?c^  fishermen  were  dissatisfied  so  iu  was 
abandoned  to  private  enterprise,  Board  could  not  com- 
pote with  private  seller  who  did  not  have  to  pay 
salesman,  5078-9. — Communication  with  Aran  by 
steamer  every  day  during  spring  mackerel  fishing,  fish 
sent  to  market  by  it,  often  no  buyer  last  year,  5080-1. 
—Meet  of  the  fishermen  did  not  contract  this  year, 
difficulty  with  merchants  about  payment  for  special 
trip  of  steamer,  5082.— Steamer  'might  be  better 
shallow  on  account  of  Galway  tidal  harbour: 
harbour  a great  drawback,  5083. 

Cleggan  and  Aran  compared;  iqe  hulk  provided  in 
Oleggan  and  ice  sold  to  all  comers,  buyers  packed  on 
the  quay  and  numbers  of  buyers  came  and  competed 
which  sent  price  up;  Norwegians  came  last  year  and 
“*!?»  “P  2s.  Fish  despatched  by  land  m carts 
to  Clifden  railway;  m Aran  buyers  packed  or  ice 
hnlk  where  there  was  only  room  for  a few,  steamers 
came  ahmgsrdemd  took  fish  straight  to  Galway,  pack- 
f ^ 110  4C™, 011  clm-e  on  account  of  tidal 
harbour;  not  enough  fish  for  buyers  to  bring  their  own 
hulks  there  was  therefore  less  competition  and  pricee 
we  lower,  5084-5,  5091,-If  there  to  a very  biJpS 
at  Aran  packing  could  be  done  on  it  ae  at  Cleggan^ 
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it  would  have  to  be  twice  the  size  it  was  at  present 
5086-9.— A jetty  might  do,  its  floor  would  have  to  be 
inconveniently  high  so  that  highest  waves  could  not 
go  over  it,  5090— Buyers  might  go  to  Aran 
if  packing  could  be  done  on  shore,  but  there 
we,re  other  difficulties,  5092. — Island  convenient 
when  one  buyer  took  all  the  fish,  transit  bv 
steamer  better  for  fish  than  carting,  Aran  fish 
used  to  fetch  Is.  a box  more  than  Cleggan,  5093 
— If  number  of  buyers  likely  to  come  were  known  diffi. 
culty  could  be  got  over  by  providing  another  hnlk 
hulk  cost  £300,  cheaper  than  building  a pier,  5094-7 
— Pier  built  in  the  thirties,  extended  four  or  five 
years  ago,  5098. — Large  enough  for  boats  used  at  time 
it  was  built,  5099. — No  use  now  for  despatch  of  fresh 
fish  as  boats  would  have  to  wait  for  tide,  5099-102.— 
More  help  wanted  by  Board  to  do  fishery  justice,  more 
organisation  and  local  supervision  needed,  good  man 
in  Aran  at  present,  but  Board  wteak  since  Mr. 
Shimmin’s  retirement,  man  living  in  the  place  wanted 
5103-5. — Aran  fishing  small  to  divide  amongst  number 
of  buyers,  mackerel  fleet  divided  since  opening  of 
Roundscone  as  a station,  fishing  at  Cleggan  larger, 
local  men  took  part-  in  buying  and  money  madebv 
buyers  thus  distributed  in  district,  5106-8' 

Instruction  in  Fishing. 

Thousands  of  pounds  spent  on  instructing  youths 
from  seventeen  upwards,  difficult  in  some  districts  as 
they  had  to  be  trained  in  sailing  as  well  as  fishing,  in 
plaoes  like  Aran  or  Connemara  people  were  already 
sailors,  5110-5. — Instruction  in  Carna  up  to  the 
present,  boats  with  instructors  did  better  than 
any  other  Galway  boats  last  year,  5116-8. — 
Two  itinerant  instructors  in  net-mending,  no 
use  keeping  them  long  in  a place,  net-mending  quickly 
learnt,  5118a-9.— When  boat  was  started  with  crew  of 
six  hands  a Scotchman  or  Arklow  man  was  put  on 
board  as  a kind  of  skipper  or  instructor,  he  received 
a salary  and  no  share  of  fish,  his  salary  was  deducted 
from  earnings  of  boats,  5120. — Young  men  under 
instruction  got  share  of  earnings  and  no  wages ; crews 
of  ships  worked  on  share  system,  insurance  and  cost 
of  instruction  deducted  before  division  of  earnings 
amongst  men,  5120-5. — Loan  system  adopted  in 
Connemara,  very  old  and  successful  system,  less 
inspection  required,  5126. 

Insurance  oe  Boats. 

Boats  insured  under  scheme  between  Board  and  De- 
partment. deduction  made  for  insurance  of  boats  now 
issued,  voluntary  for  other  boats,  5127. — No  security  be- 
sides boat,  full  price  of  boat  not  insured,  could  not  be 
done,  5128-8. — No  insurance  company  in  Ireland  would 
insure  west  coast  boats,  5130-1. — Decked  boats  usually 
insured  in  clubs,  with  headquarters  in  England,  some 
times  in  English  clubs,  5132. — There  were  clubs  in 
Sooftland,  5133-4. — Greater  risk  for  boats  without 
decks,  Board’s  plan  was1  to  have  boat  valued  from  time 
to  time  so  that  man  could  recover  three-fourths  value 
of  boat  at  the  time  but  not  of  a brand  new  boat, 
5135. 


Loan  System  oe  Supplying  Boats. 

Zulu  and  Nobby  boats  had  large  hatch, 
generally  open,  but  could  be  closed),  5136. — •“  Gold 
Seeker  ” began  . as  share  boat,  was  then  sold 
to  someone  wanting  boat  under  fishing  loan;  fishing 
loan  system  needed  personal  security,  man  applying 
for  boat  gave  names  of  two  solvent  securities,  large 
boats  mortgaged  as  well,  success  of  system  remarkable, 
lass  in  fifty  years  on  loans  1 per  cent.,  5137. — Boats 
sold  under  loan,  remained  in  fishing  trade,  5138.— 
Sum  down  sometimes  paid,  balance  borrowed,  number 
of  years  fixed  for  repayment  of  loan,  interest  2£ 
per  cent.,  loan  and  interest  for  period  added  together 
and  divided  into  equal  half-yearly  instalments,  boat 
property  of  man  from  beginning,  share  system  facili- 
tated number  of  men  who  could  not  get  boats  under 
loan  system,  5139. 

Very  few  large  boats  on  west  coast,  5185. 
— Boats  only  fifteen  to  thirty  tons ; Arklow 
and  east  coast  boats  good,  45  or  50  tons,  5186.— 
Lack  of  large  boats  due  to  cost,  5187.— Large  boats 
would  not  pay  unless  men  went  out  to  sea,  and  men 
could,  not  go  out  to  sea  without  boats;  Board  was 
working  slowly  and  gradually  increasing  size  of 
boats,  5188-91. — Nothing  over  30  tons  on  share  sys- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  I. 


19 


GREEN,  Rev.  WILLIAM  SPOTSWOOD. — con.. 

tem-  loans  given  for  larger  boats,  5192,  5201.— Some 
men  accumulated  money  which  would  enable  progress 
in  fishing  to  be  kept  up,  5193.— There  were  cases  of 
further  loans  being  applied  for,  and  some  accumu- 
lated capital  to  buy  boats  without  loans,  5194. — No 
objection  to  men  borrowing  rather  than  using  their 
own  capital,  5195.— Loan  system  for  boats  had  ex- 
isted 100  years,  5196-8. 


Migratory  Labour  v.  Fishing. 

Value  and  possibilities  of  Donegal  fisheries,  dis- 
counting fluctuations,  pretty  well  known,  5140.  Diffi- 
culty was  to  place  coast  population  in  position  to  avail 
themselves  of  possibilities,  question  of  the  people  to 
be  dealt  with,  5141.— Fishing  could  be  made  to  pay, 
question  as  to  whether  a man  was  a farmer  or  prepared 
to  leave  home  must  be  considered,  5142. — Sons  of  the 
farmers  were  being  trained  to  be  genuine  fishermen, 
difficulty  with  Achill  men  was  that  they  were  mi- 
gratory labourers  and  wanted  to  go  to  England  and 
leave  boats  wihen  fishing  was  slack,  some  had  given  up 
migration  and  taken  to  fishing,  5143. — Fishing  paid 
better  if  the  fish  were  there,  5144. — £20  per  man  had 
been  made  in  one  season,  5145. — Men  accustomed  to 
migrate  had  better  outfits  of  clothing,  etc.,  it  was 
more  enterprising  to  migrate,  on  Aran  they  migrated 
to  America ; result  of  fishing  was  to  stop  emigration ; 
migration  to  America  not  common  but  was  done, 
5148-51. — £20  the  average  a man  could  make  at  fish- 
ing in  one  season — the  average  he  made  by  going  to 
England,  5144-5,  5152-3. — If  he  fished  more  than  one 
season  he  could  make  more  than  by  migration,  5154-5. 


Training  of  Fishermen. 

Training  of  fishermen  necessary  for  some  years 
to  come,  the  severer  the  better,  if  not  con- 
tinued greater  share  of  work  accomplished  would 
drop  back  to  condition  of  1890,  5159-60,  5173J3. 
— People  differed  in  character,  very  little  nursing  of 
fishing  done  in  Burtonport  and  Arranmore — men  had 
pushed  ahead  when  they  saw  money  in  it,  more  nurs- 
ing necessary  in  Downing’s  Bay,  men  not  such  seamen 
as  in  Rosses,  good  results  from  small  efforts  in  some 
places,  by  efforts  with  poor  results  in  others  such  as 
South  Connemara,  5161. — Considerable  development 
in  near  future  to  be  expected  from  people  naturally 
efficient,  many  years’  training  required  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  a good  deal  of  enterprise  resulted  from  the 
good  fishing  being  there,  South  Connemara  people  good 
sailors  but  the  fishing  was  poor,  if  there  was  money  in 
it  they  would  go  fishing,  if  not  they  would  ktick  to 
rarf  business,  5162. — They  could  not  go  to  Aran  for 
fishing,  turf  more  remunerative,  5163-4. — Turf  be- 
coming dearer,  as  it  got  further  from  shore  it  was 
more  expensive  to  get,  5165  6. — Connemara  people  less 
enterprising  in  everything  than  those  in  other  con- 
gested districts,  5167. 


Prospects  or  Donegal  Fisheries. 

Donegal  boats  were  being  increased  yearly,  move- 
ments of  fish  might  be  expected  to  give  chances  of  fresh- 
development,  business  capable  of  development,  but  not 
of  being  doubled,  5168-70. — The  same  applied  to  Inish- 
owen,  herrings  in  Downing’s  Bay  for  ten  years,  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  go  to  Lough  Swilly,  that 
would  open  new  field,  there  would  certainly  be 
changes,  herrings  now  returning  to  Killybegs,  5171. — 
Number  of  instructors  had  been  reduced,  5174. — 
Crews  had  to  pay  for  instruction  so  were  anxious  to 
get  on  alone  as  soon  as  possible,  5175. — In  a short  time 
half  of  them  could  get  on  without  instructors,  5176. 

Number  of  large  Donegal  boats  fished  out  at  sea, 
more  might  be  employed,  summer  fishery  could  work 
any  amount,  but  one  season’s  fishing  would  not  sup- 
port large  boats,  5177-8. 

Donegal  fishing  had  reached  limit  where  it  required 
development  by  Board;  it  could  not  employ  more 
boats  in  small  creeks,  but  it  could  in  open  sea, 
n boats  went  elsewhere  in  off  season,  5179-81. — 
Plenty  of  fishing  in  other  places;  if  crew  of  large 
boat  succeeded  one  year  off  Tory,  they  might  be  in- 
duced to  go  to  Shetland  Islands  the  next,  5182-3. — 
Not  as  dangerous  as  for  Achill  men  to  come  to 
Downing’s  Bay,  5184. 
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Work  of  Boats  off  Galway.  Coast. 

Larger  boats  were  all  round  the  coast,  5202. — 45- 
ton  boats  in  Aran,  5203. — They  fished  for  mackerel 
at  one  time  of  year,  trawled  in  Galway  Bay  at 
another,  fished  for  herrings  at  another;  favourable 
position  of  Aran  Islands  gave  other  opportunities  of 
making  a living ; some  of  the  boats  bought  without  as- 
sistance, 5204. — They  anchored  at  Killcaney  Bay,  used 
no  pier,  hulk  in  Galway  Bay  and  spring  mackerel 
put  on  board;  Galway  steamer  came  alongside  hulk 
and  took  fish  away,  5205. — Boats  went  behind  big 
pier ; greater  facilities  if  pier  were  bigger ; there  haa 
been  one  disaster;  three  boats  totally  lost;  good 
fishermen  drowned,  5206. 

Development  of  Fishing. 

West  coast  fishing  could  be  developed  to  be  of 
great  importance ; much  had  been  done  already ; 
Rosses  people  better  off  than  if  they  had  been  mi- 
grated or  had  holdings  enlarged,  5209-11. 

Increase  of  £5,000  in  Congested  Districts  Board’s 
estimate  for  fisheries,  spent  on  large  boats,  would 
mostly  return  in  re-purchase  of  boats,  5213. — Ex- 
penditure on  fisheries  dropped  during  last  five  years, 
£14,000  in  1898-1900,  £2,200  in  1905-6,  5214. 

Character  of  Population  in  South  Connemara. 
People  on  southern  littoral  of  Galway  capable  of 
taking  advantage  of  development  of  fishing,  5216. — 
Prospect  of  fishing  not  so  good  as  in  1890  ; could 
be  developed ; Board  hitherto  unfortunate  in  crews, 
5217,  5219. — Problem  of  development  difficult ; fair 
success  in  Roundstone,  great  drawbacks ; serious  re- 
sponsibility to  leave  people  dependent  on  such  fluc- 
tuating fisheries,  5219-20. — Everything  should  be 
done  to  give  them  as  good  holdings  as  pos- 
sible, 5221. — Much  had  been  done  to  give  them 
industries ; money  earned  by  lace-making,  turf 
business,  and  kelp  burning  successful ; not  all 
so  successful  as  western  parishes,  5222,: — Coast 
population  of  South  Connemara  not  to  be  compared 
in  maritime  instinct  with  Aran  people,  5223. — First 
process  was  to  make  them  capable,  5224. — Very  long 
rocess,  5225. — Would  take  at  least  two  generations, 
226. — They  were  not  bad  sailors  as  far  as  hooker 
sailing  went ; ideas  of  keeping  gear,  boats,  and 
houses  unsatisfactory ; Rosses  a great  contrast  to 
South  Connemara ; people  as  poor,  houses  and  boats 
kept  very  differently ; whole  line  of  life  in  Connemara 
wanted  raising;  more  spent  there  than  anywhere  by 
Board  with  little  result,  5227. — Complete  success 
must  be  remote,  5228. 

Documents  put  in  by  Dev.  IF.  S.  Green.  ^voL  L 
Memorandum  ( including  Statistical  Informa- 
tion) on  Fisheries,  .....  337 
Diagram  showing  fluctuations  of  Herring  and 

Mackerel  Fisheries,  . . . .to  face  350 
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Definition  of  Congestion. 

Inspection,  duty  of,  was  placed  upon  Secretary  to 
the  Board,  4. 

Word  ‘-'congested”  did  not  imply  an  over-crowding 
of  people  on  the  land ; it  was  only  a euphuism  for  great 
poverty,  4,  363. 

Government  fixed  on  certain  areas  as  “congested,” 
and  then  made  a test  to  bring  those  areas,  and  no 
others,  within  the  definition ; the  test  was  the  ratio 
between  valuation  and  population ; areas  were 
scheduled  as  congested  where  total  rateable  valuation 
of  electoral  division  divided  by  number  of  population 
amounted  to  less  than  £1  10s.  for  each  individual, 
and  where  county  to  which  the  electoral  division  be- 
longed contained  20  per  cent,  of  its  population  living 
in  such  electoral  divisions ; every  electoral  division 
which  came  within  statutory  definition  was  scheduled 
in  Counties  Donegal,  Leitrim,  Roscommon,  Mayo,  Gal- 
way, Kerry,  and  West  Riding  of  Cork,  5-14. 

Definition  not  satisfactory  ; numerous  congested  dis- 
tricts in  non-scheduled  areas  all  over  Ireland,  in 
Counties  Down  and  Antrim,  Island  of  Rathlin,  and 
part  of  Co.  Tyrone,  where  the  people  needed 
assistance ; on  poor  land,  but  within  easy  access  of 
richer  areas,  and  therefore  not  in  quite  so  low  a 
category  as  congested  districts  in  Mayo,  16,  18-24. 

c 2 
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Discretionary  Power  of  Scheduling. 

Discretionary  power  of  scheduling  and  dealing  with 
areas  at  present  excluded,  proposed  for  body  in  au- 
thority, 17-8,  25-6,  36-43,  85-6. — Without  regard  to 
size  of  area,  power  to  extend  to  towns  and  areas  out- 
aide  present  congested  counties,  44-52,  68-9,  87-8. — 
Discretion  for  the  Board  in  scheduling  areas  ought 
not  to  reduce  expenditure  in  very  poor  districts,  but 
it  depended  on  amount  of  money  available,  71-2. — 
Scheduled  areas  contained  poorest  districts  in  Ire- 
land; greatest  distress  always  arose  in  West  Galway 
and  Mayo,  73-4. — Power  of  Lord  Lieutenant  within 
one  year  of  passing  of  Act  of  1891  to  include  or  ex- 
clude as  a congested  area  any  electoral  division  in  a 
congested  districts  county,  27-35. — Counsel’s  opinion 
that  power  was  very  small,  27-35. — Certain  elec- 
toral divisions  added  by  Lord  Lieutenant  on  report  of 
Congested  Districts  Board;  Census  Returns  brought 
some  districts  within  definition;  others  put  in  because 
districts  all  round  were  congested,  35. — Preferable  to 
give  discretionary  power  of  scheduling  to  the  Board 
rather  than  to  Lord  Lieutenant,  36-7. 

Existing  definition  of  congestion  should  be  repealed  ; 
should  be  no  rateable  test ; whole  country  required 
developing ; Congested  Districts  Board  or  whatever 
body  was  appointed  should  be  given  power  and  income 
to  effect  necessary  improvements,  53-5,  70,  75,  89. 

Development  op  Industries. 

Local  efforts  to  start  industries  to  be  supplemented 
in  cases  where  industry  would  stand  on  a commercial 
basis  after  a short  period  of  help ; not  proposed  that 
any  Department  should  run  an  industry  as  a private 
individual  for  sake  of  developing  a locality,  56-67. 


Indirect  Taxation. 

Indirect  taxation  in  form  of  expenditure  on  tea  and 
tobacco  very  heavy  on  people  who  had  not  reached  a 
tax-paying  standard ; fair  claim  to  aid  from  public 
money  in  developing  industries ; even  stronger  claim 
m districts  where  former  industries  had  ceased  to 


Decrease  in  Population. 

Returns  handed  in  showed  that  since  1881  every 
county  in  Ireland  had  decreased  in  population  ; some 
of  the  towns  had  risen,  but  the  majority  had  fallen, 


Constitution  op  Board. 

• ?°?ge?ted  Districts  Board,  as  first  constituted,  con- 
asted  of  ten  members,  two  ex-officio,  one  the  Chief 
lecretary  and  the  other  a member  of  the  Land  Com- 
aission ; five  permanent  and  three  temporary  mem- 
J«rs,  all  of  whom  were  unpaid ; chairman  was  the 

TTSiTlSl  f*  or  in  his  absence, 

ihe . Under-Secretary ; Mr.  A.  Balfour  was  the  first 
iraS?11;  S4-~ Bo“r,i  ™ non-political  and  ac- 
cording  to  a memorandum  by  Mr.  A Balfour 
was  not  a Government  Department  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  not  being  subordinate  to  the 
ministry,  and  all  correspondence  being  conducted 

S'  ,With  “c5?°“  °!  aPPWns  to 
, Ireasury  for  expenditure  out  of  the  Vote 
which  had  to  pass  through  the  Castle ; also  for  certain 
purposes  specified  by  statute  the  Lord  Lieutenant  must 
5? !ni  0luet  chairman™  Tc 

tion  of  colleagues  and  not  ex-officio:  members  had 
equal  power  with  exception  of  temporary  members 

Bo*rd  had  a «P™te  osSS 
£25  orn  To4  rSm™  n°W  P*Kl  unier  the  ™te  of 

efficiency  of  Board,  106-11.  ^ n0t  greatIy  aided 

Restrictions  oh  Power,  or  Boare. 

amalgamation  of  holdings  • section  n?1^;1atl0n  and 


MICKS,  Mr.  W.  L. — continued. 
power  of  mortgaging  the  capital  that  produced 
income,  116,  119.-%o.rd  s&ered  from  £5,  ^ 
legislation  and  difficulty  of  satisfying  requirement 

Laud  Commission  118,  142-WhenLaT 
advanced  for  purchase  of  estates  purchase  practical^ 
prevented  by  prohibition  of  sale  to  anyone 
valuation  under  £10,  120.— Interest  paid  onadvaSf 
but  repayments  from  purchaser  did  not  begin  W 
two  years;  arrangement  had  to  be  amended 

i ^RQfimg  WaS  d°nei  in  !and  Purchase  iil 
after  1898;  means  and  methods  graduallv  im 
proved  until,  under  Act  of  1903,  more  land  w™ 
purchased  in  two  years  than  in  all  the  preceding 
years  of  Board’s  administration,  123.— Lack  of  monev 
and  of  compulsory  powers  to  acquire  land  had  mi 
vented  earlier  purchase,  125.— Board  applied  for  power 
to  buy  estates  in  Land  Court,  and  it  was  grants 
127-8. — Board  had  not  even  yet  as  much  PS  i 
they  wanted ; Acts  passed  in  1896,  1899,  two  in  1901 
and  one  in  1903  granting  additional  powers,  129-34  — 
Compulsory  powers  and  other  powers  had  been 
asked  for.  but  application  had  been  unsuccessful- 
impossible  to  get  legislation  owing  to  state  of  busi- 
ness or  to  one  thing  or  another,  135-41— Decision  of 
Land  Commission  that  Board  was  not  a landlord 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  threw  things  out  alto- 
gether, 142-3. 


Not  much  difference  in  income  of  Board  since  the 
start;  nothing  adequate  to  requirements,  112,  144-5. 
— Under  Act  of  1891  income  consisted  of  £41,250 
salaries  and  administrative  expenses  being  paid  by 
the  Treasury;  Treasury  declined  to  pay  amount 
claimed  and  refused  to  pay  salaries  of  outdoor  offi- 
cers, offering  a contribution  of  £1,000  a year  instead 
of  the  £9,000  they  used  to  pay  ; eventually  the  Board 
was  given  £25,000  a year  in  lieu  of  all  salaries  and 
administrative  expenses,  153-7.— Three  conditions 
made  by  Treasury  in  regard  to  £25,000 : (1) 
grant  to  be  applied  for  administration,  im- 
provement and  settlement  of  estates,  technical  in- 
struction for  rural  industries  ; (2)  Board  to  contribute 
from  other  resources  half  sum  supplied  by  Treasury; 
(3)  Board’s  expenditure  on  engineering  works  to  be 
reduced  as  rapidiy  as  possible  to  £5,000  a year,  157. 
—Parliamentary  grant  of  1894-5  was  £1,000,  158.- 
In  1905-6  was  £45,000,  which  included  £20,000 
out  of  Development  grant,  156-60.— Board’s  pre- 
rcnt  income : £41,250  from  Church  Surplus, 

£25,000  under  Act  of  1899,  £20,000  under  De- 
velopment Grant  Act  of  1903  ; total,  £86,000,  160-3, 
— Additional  income  out  of  Equivalent  grant, 
164.  Increases  in  income  inadequate  for  their  pur- 
P°.s.e’  166- — Money  in, respect  of  estates  purchased  and 
sold  did  not  represent  income  of  Board,  167-9,  173— 
Part  of  the  rents  used  for  improvement  of  estates, 
I'O-  Permission  to  repay  loans  with  stock  for  a few 
years  a gain  to  income,  171— Purchase  of  estates 
accounts  now  appeared  in  those  of  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, 174— They  appeared  in  Board’s  accounts 
when  no  advance  was  got  from  Estates  Commissioners, 

I/O. 

Board’s  income  very  small,  ten  times  as  much 
wanted  to  develop  industries,  594. — A million  a year 
m initial  stages,  595. — A great  deal  could  he  done 
and  result  would  be  good,  without  that  population 
would  continue  to  go  away  and  country  would  get 
poorer  and  poorer ; much  would  come  from  land 
purchase  operations,  but  that  would  not  touch  all 
districts,  596. 


Procedure  Adopted. 

Procedure  of  Board  suggested  by  Mr.  Balfour: 
various  matters,  such  as  agriculture,  fisheries,  small 
holdings,  etc.,  to  be  referred  to  small  committees  of 
inembers  to  _ elaborate  schemes  ; for  schemes  to  be 
effective  preliminary  survey  of  districts  must  be  under- 
taken  ; districts  divided  into  natural  divisions ; con- 
ditions of  inhabitants  of  divisions  minutely  examined, 
as  areas  differed  greatly  from  each  other ; account  of 
dwellings,  receipts,  and  expenditure  of  inhabitants 
given ; eighty-four  districts  formed  as  result  of  sugges- 
tions ; answers  to  forty-five  queries  giving  full  details 
obtained  from  gentlemen  acquainted  with  districts, 
— A great  deal  contained  in  these  reports  still 
true ; houses  had  improved  in  some  districts,  179-80. 
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Improvement  Effected. 


MICKS,  Mr.  W.  L. — continued. 


Sample  budgets  framed  by  inspectors  after  careful 


that  people  had  money  to  buy  potatoes  in  case  of  inquiries;  witness  framed  Rosses  budgets  about 
failure  of  crop.  181. — Board  had  changed  whole  face  1892,  237-9,  249,  286. — Entries  were  the  actual  cost, 


of  country  in  Swinford  district,  183.— Improved 


i-l. — People  in  country  not  s 


dition  of  Ffrench  Estate  a public  fact  184.— Board’s  Dubli'n  witfi  same  income,  as  they  had  house  and 

land  and  fisheries  operations  successful  in  these  dis-  fueij  242-5.— But  they  were  desperately  poor,  246. — 

tricts,  185. — Improvement  in  East  Mayo  due  largely  Highest  receipts  in  budgets  £45  a year,  235. — In- 
to Parish  Committees,  185.  quxries  had  been  made  as  to  what  was  spent  on 

various  items  and  all  sources  of  income  calculated ; 
Necessity  for  Personal  Supervision  in  Poorest  average  expenditure  and  receipts  were  then  put 


Reports  wei’e  obtained  ov  — --0—  ; , , - , ,.. 

operations  in  worst  places;  that  had  not  been  done,  penditure  of  people  mainly  m cash,  barter  and  credit 

177  187.— Operations  of  Board  two-fold— one  to  de-  in  shops  in  some  cases,  273-5,  291.— Income 

velop  districts  under  live  stock  and  fishing  schemes  of  tenants  very  small,  283.— Budgets  had  been 

where  practicable ; witness  would  have  made  determined  compared  with  those  of  Charles  Booth  and  Mr. 

effort  to  improve  people  in  North  West  Mayo  and  Rowntree  ; their  system  of  inquiry  the  same;  they 

South  West  Galway ; fishing  industry  could  have  been  gave  individual  cases  instead  of  average  famines, 


Districts. 

ned  so  as  to  enable  Board  to  begin 


down,  but  not  balanced,  as  there  might  be  a deficit, 
247-55. — No  comparison  made  with  towns,  256. — Ex- 


re-created;  it  had  existed  there  before  the  Famine,  284-5.— Difficult  to  get  people  to  be  accurate,  286.— 

188-9  203  —Results  of  fishery  quick  ; successful  in  Witness  knew  people  of  district  and  looked  at  shop 

Teeliu  Aran,  and  Burtonport,  190-4.— Witness  had  accounts,  287-9.— Good  deal  of  competition  amongst 

»Qnnmrnpndpd ' Board  to  centralise  in  poorest  districts  shopkeepers  of  West,  290.— Price  of  tea  2s.  or 


recommended ’Board  to  centralise  in  poorest  districts  shopkeepers  of  West-,  290.— Price  of  tea  2s.  or 

which  were  well  known,  only  if  they  had  there  would  Is.  lOrf.  ; high-class  tea  bought,  292-7.— He  thought 


have  been  little  money  to  go  round,  195-6,  198, 


i sturdy  and  strong  ; people  of  North 


There  must  be  some  man  acquainted  with  these  places  Mayo  and  South  Galway  physically  poor,  259.— 
with  his  eye  always  on  them,  197.— Funds  not  Would  be  stronger  if  fed  up,  260.— No  crime,  pos- 
so  much  needed  at  Gorumna  as  personal  at-  sibly  a little  hot  temper,  261.— Families  averaged  five 
tention,  199.— Enough  to  start  a fishing  there  in  decimal  something,  262-3.— “ Ordinary  family 
addition  to  industrial  efforts  under  Mr.  Walker,  200.  meant  in  numbers  and  financial  condition,  264-5. 

— Population  carried  turf  and  seaweed ; they  used  to 

fish  before  the  Famine,  201. — Decline  caused  by  utter  Sale  of  Kelp  and  Torf. 

breaking  up  of  society  at  that  time,  202. — , , , 

Places  which  used  to  rely  only  on  potato  crop,  and  Some  produce  of  holding  sold,  266.— As  much  as 
therefore  suffered  more  in  times  of  distress,  now  had  £40  or  £50  made  sometimes  by  sale  of  kelp,  267-8. 
other  resources  such  as  industries ; their  cattle  Kelp  found  only  in  small  area,  269.  Price  £3  10s.  a 


were  improved,  205.— Witness  still  thought  it  best  ton;  £4  some  years  ago,  270 —Took  a fortnight  to 
to  raise  poorest  districts  to  level  of  others,  though  make  a ton,  272.— Turf  not  sold  in  Rosses  or  Glenties, 

present  conditions  were  different,  206-7.-He  thought  278-80.-Free  turf  in  congested  districts ; • bank 

people  could  be  enabled  to  live  there  both  inland  as  rent  sometimes  paid  to  landlord,  281-2.— Bugs  marked 


well  as  on  seaboard,  208-9. — Great  deal  to  be  ex- 
pected on  seaboard  from  fisheries,  210. — Much  could 
be  done  in  respect  of  land  in  places  like  Erris,  211. — 
Land  very  bad  west  of  Tully  in  Spiddal  district,  212. 


off  for  tenants  who  bought,  282. 

Causes  of  Condition  of  People. 


Land  very  bad  west  of  lullv  in  bpiddai  district,  aia.  poverty  of  land  in  congested  districts  a cause  of 
-It  could  be  useful  if  people  earned  money  from  other  conditionJ  o{  inhabitants,  298,  301-3.— People  moved 

sources  also,  213-4.— Development  of  fishing  a sine  to  north-west  at  time  of  plantations  in  James  I.  and 
mid  non  along  Galway  and  North  Mayo  to  Belmullet,  Cromweli>s  time;  richer  lands  given  to  settlers;  no 
215-6.  At  least  four  natural  harbours  on  North  one  would  have  voluntarily  to  poor  lands,  208.— 
Mayo  coast  217.  Fishing  industry  had  great  Land  £n  West  Donegal  previously  unoccupied;  people 
variations.  218. — Formerlv  £5  to  £10  a vear  made  bv  , .i  ± ° 


variations,  218.  Formerly  £5  to  £10  a year  made  by  had  not  advantages’  of  * joint  ownership  as  they  had 
it  in  a family ; more  made  in  bad  years  now,  219.  under  tribal  system ; they  were  put  under  English 
Labouring  population  on  western  seaboard  an  ten  299-300. 
advantage  should  tillage  era  become  more  general,  Peolie.,  condition  would  he  improved  if  they  had 
221-2.  Men  oonld  all  dig  and  pick,  223.  . goo4  unocollpied  land  available  in  tone- 

Conditions  of  Life.  gal,  Mayo,  and  Galway,  304-6. — A few  places  had 

Thorough  knowledge  of  the  country  required  long,  »»  1“d.’  306i-7.-Very  W 

careful  observation  and  inquiry  at  different  times  of-  ;lin,  308-  Little  cou  d e , J"  , 

year ; condition  of  inhabitant,  of  West  of  Ireland  “>  fish"'™  « industries  must  he  re- 


Conditions  of  Life. 

Thorough  knowledge  of  the  country  required  long, 
careful  observation  and  inquiry  at  different  times  of 


varied;  occupier  supported  entirely  by  potatoes  with  sorted  to,  309-12.  

pig  to  pay  the  rent,  seldom  seen;  nearly  every  Grass  lands  usually  better  than  tillage,  3 . 
family  had  holding  of  land;  most  had  additional  lands  were  in  plantation  grants;  great  deal  taken 

sources  of  income;  standard  of  living  as  regards  up  by  landlords  when  tenants  were  evicted  in  time 

owl; J . — i.  ! -_1_  : — xs- — r of  famine;  lands  better  handled  by  men  of  capital 


clothing  and  comfort  low ; onb 


year  low  enough  to  seriously  impair  afid  improved,  314-7.-Cattle  paid  better  than  till- 
-I  Li.  . -era  • Imwllnnd  bad  financial  motive  for  clearing 


health  ; percentage  of  pauperism  in  every  district ; age  ; L 
widespread  starvation  rarely  to  be  feared;  low  dead  tenants 
level  of  discomfort  should  appeal  for  alleviation,  which  i 
225. — Principal  sources  of  income  in  congested  dis-  under  i 
tricts:  (1.)  Wages  earned  in  England  and  Scotland.  fairly  s 


age ; landlord  had  financial  motive  for  olearing 
tenants  off  holdings  after  Poor  Law  of  1838, 
which  made  him  liable  for  poor  rate  on  holdings 
under  £4  valuation,  318. — His  political  power  was 
fairly  secure ; freedom  from  taxation  the  stronger 


(2.)  Money  from  relations  abroad.  (3.)’  Sale  of  incentive,  319-22.— Above  historical  reasons  sufficient 

cattle,  butter,  &c.  (4.)  Fishing.  (5.)  Kelp.  (6.)  Sale  explanation  of  existing  poverty;  there  were  others 

of  seaweed.  (7.)  Sale  of  turf.  (8.)  Needlework.  (9.)  as  important,  323-5.  - . 

Spinning  and  weaving.  (10.)  Employment  as  Land  legislation  up  to  1881  enabling  landlord  to 
labourers  on  road,  225. — Value  of  home-grown  food  turn  out  a man  and  put  on  any  rent  was  one  cause 

such  as  potatoes,  rye,  &c.,  £6-£20  a year,  225-9.—  of  impoverished  condition  of  tenants,  357-9,  362.— 

i— -j.’ J -r  ’ /-i  Wnl  nnwr  nf  eviction  added 


long  in  pot,  229. — Above  description  applied  in  1891  legislation 


other  causes  of  poverty,  364. 


and  to  many  places  still,  230-3.— Cattle,  &c.,  often  —Lack  of  education  another  cause;  still  existed 

shared  dwelling-house ; erection  of  out-houses  extend-  people  too  ignorant  to  avail  themselves  of  improve- 

lnfj,  234.— No  resident  gentry  in  large  areas ; parish  ments  offered,  364-6.— Habit  of  regular  hours  one  of 

priest  the  chief  man,  he  had  great  influence;  improve-  the  chief  advantages  of  education,  and  very  necessary 

ment  observable  in  clealiness  and  tidiness;  want  of  in  industry,  367-8.— Penal  and  repressive  legislation 

industry  until  recent  years  the  result  of  arbitrary  made  people  less  independent;  no  steps  taken  by 

increases  of  rent,  which' deterred  tenants  from  making  Government  to  develop  country ; over-taxation  an- 

lmprovements  ; changes  taking  place  in  that  respect,  other  cause  of  condition  of  inhabitants  of  congested 

234.  e ^ r districts,  368. 
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Migration. 

Migration  necessary  to  cure  congestion,  but 
people  -would  not  go,  326-7. — They  did  not  like 
leaving  their  relations,  329-31. — They  might  listen 
more  readily  to  an  Irish  national  authority,  328. — 
Would  be  more  ready  to  move  if  several  families 
went  together,  332,  338-9. — Residents  did  not  like 
invasion  of  strangers  from  fifteen  or  twenty  miles, 
333. — If  their  claims  were  settled  as  well  they  would 
not  mind,  334,  337. — A number  of  relations  might 
be  moved  together  without  taking  the  old  and  in- 
capable, 341. — Breakdown  of  company  in  connection 
with  Bodkin  Estate  due  to  large  graziers  in  Kil- 
clooney  objecting  to  small  tenants  being  brought  in, 
343-4. — Land  to  north  of  Connemara  coast  better 
than  near  shore  ; was  used  for  grazing  ; people  might 
be  persuaded  to  go  there  for  half  the  year,  346-50. 
— They  would  lose  seaweed  for  manure  and  kelp  ; 
people  in  Rosses  and  Achill  lived  part  of  year  on 
shore  and  part  in  mountains ; they  had  two  houses, 
351. — Families  emigrated  in  hundreds  under  assisted 
emigration  scheme ; they  ran  away  to  avoid  starva- 
tion, 352-4. — Going  to  America  now  they  rejoined 
their  friends  and  families,  355. — Ten  or  fifteen  miles 
away  meant  going  to  strangers,  356. 


Improvement  op  Live  Stock. 

Immense  good  done  by  Congested  Districts  Board  in 
improving  breed  of  live  stock  and  poultry.  370-2. — 
Alleged  destruction  of  Donegal  pony  by  Board  not 
accurate;  breed  dying  out  before  Board  was  created, 
374. — Hackney  introduced  by  Board,  375. — Horned 
cattle  and  Galloways  improved;  impossible  to  im- 
prove sheep  much  except  at  great  expense,  377. 

No  staff  for  agricultural  work  while  witness  was 
secretary  to  Board ; Mr.  Wrench  took  up  work  with 
staff  of  Land  Commission,  and  worked  at  Land  Onm- 
mission’s  offices  though  under  Board,  378. — Mr. 
Porter  had  worked  under  Mr.  Wrench  for  two  years 
or  so  before  Board  was  formed;  then  Board  took 
over  stafi  and  worked  with  him,  378-9. 


Spraying. 

Important  demonstrations  in  spraying  had  been 
conducted,  380.— People  now  aware  of  its  usefulness, 
xqi  a ^“culty  gening  stufi  of  proper  quality, 
xoo  ^ nttle  spraying  done  before  Board  was  started, 
382.—  Encouragement  of  spraying  did  a lot  of  good ; 
people  got  slack  after  a few  years ; many  did  not 

giray  this  year,  and  were  suffering  for  it,  383 

Spraying  question  now  rested  with  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction,  384-5.— De- 
partment took  over  Board’s  agricultural  staff,  386. 

Purchase  and  re-sale  of  land  operations  under 
Mi.  Do™  from  the  start;  he  had  a bee  hand,  and 
reported  his  actions  to  Board  meetings,  386. 


Fisheries. 

Witness  sent  bv  Board  in  1801  to  look  after  start  oi 
£h  bonrfrf  bp  D;ie«ali  stations  started; 

nsh  bought  by  Board;  curing  of  cod  and  linn  be! 
came  important;  declined  all  along  coast  sS  ad 
vent  of  Wrings;  white  fish  sold  Iresh  si™  ligh 
railways  were  made,  386,-Herring  it 
mendons  success;  average  made  per  mil  be 
6 wWitneSSr.cleft  Board  was  £30  15s  4d  ■ 

Sta^evoendH5  ■ V'J  m“,de  b?  “ f™%,  38?“- 

Fishing  uncertain ; always  something  to'  be  made, 

Question  of  Utility  op  Steamer. 

-SiTp“lllSn''mS"  b?“|5,e  7“  n%cesfr>’  »A 
Cargoes  of  timber  carried  more  cheanlv1  hvd' 
trade  methods,  401-2.—  Suitahf*  hlT?  hj-  ordinary 
oould  be  char  tied  for  a few  hnnfci  fot 
Initial  cost  of  steamer  £1]  nnn  ■ .pounds,  403 — 
to  £3,000,  404.— Braid  Sd°w«;„r5llj  00st'  £2'500 
and  still  kept  steamer  405  pr03r  and  cons 

menfc  0f  trawlers  don  a ^'^re'i'en1tlon  of  encroach- 

that  service  ^taed  riSand*S?ltj 

increased  off  west  coast  Had 

-m.  from  W3L3S5& 


work,  but  it  should  be  done  by  Admiralty  4H_2 
Cheaper  to  hire  a boat  for  Board’s  purposes’  413-a  __ 
Inspectors  never  used  Granuaile  for  supervision  41S 
—That  should  be  done  on  shore ; fish  caught  at  night 
when  inspectors  did  not  go  out,  417.  8 c 


Traffic  Facilities. 

Traffic  facilities  improved  by  Board ; small  contribu- 
tions offered  to  railways;  steamer  service  subsidised- 
roads  made  to  unoccupied  parts  of  country,  eivinv 
people  access  to  markets,  417.— Railways  not  taken  no 
418. — Board’s  resources  useless  for  that  purpose  419 
—Witness  would  like  to  see  railways  bought  by  the 
State;  tremendous  economies  would  be  effected  bv 
consolidation  of  management;  cheap  and  pronrot 
traffic  very  important,  420-5.— Railway  to  Behnullet 
desirable,  and  had  been  promised ; it  would  not  pav 
426-9.— Witness  thought  extension  from  Killala  to 
Ballycastle,  Belderrig,  and  Belmullet  the  most  ser- 
viceable of  suggested  routes,  430-2. 

Board  gave  guarantees  for  opening  telegraph  offices  • 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees’  work  had  had  wonderful  effect 
on  improvement  of  houses;  whole  face  of  country  in 
East  Mayo  changed,  434,  442.— They  did  work  sanitary 
authorities  failed  to  accomplish,  because  the  latter 
could  not  offer  prizes,  435-7.— Committees  worked  on 
two  methods,  438-9.— No  difficulty  in  getting  com- 
mittees, 441. 


Relations  with  Treasury. 

Under  Act  of  1891,  Board  had  to  furnish  detailed 
estimate  to  Treasury;  the  latter  never  asked  for  a 
detailed  estimate,  merely  for  the  amounts  required 
for  various  branches,  such  as  agriculture,  fisheries, 
etc. ; better  if  sub-section  of  Act  did  not  exist ; it 
would  hamper  Board  if  insisted  on,  443,  446-7,  450-3. 
—Board’s  fund  was  not  voted,  it  was  endowment, 
445. — It  was  public  money  audited  by  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General,  448. — To  secure  business 

methods,  there  should  be  a budget  at  beginning  of 
year,  449. — Under  Act  of  1899,  Treasury  put  restric- 
tions on  amount  to  be  spent  on  certain  heads; 
this  section  also  not  enforced,  453-7.— Charter 
of  Board  was  that  they  might  take  any 
steps  they  thought  proper ; with  the  men  there  were 
on  the  Board  and  the  Chief  Secretary  and  Under- 
secretary for  Ireland  there  was  enough  security  for 
business  being  done  properly  without  interference 
from  Treasury,  457-60. — Witness  looked  forward  to 
increased  powers  and  income  for  Board,  461. 


QUESTION  of  merging 


iniaiUJ  XJN  Hi  STATES 


Commission. 

Board  s relations  with  Land  Commission  har- 
monious, 461.— As  regards  land  purchase,  it  might  be 
desirable  for  one  department  to  do  it  if  Board's 
means  were  inadequate,  462-3,  470.— 19-20ths  of 
Board  s work  was  land  purchase ; the  other  20th 
should  be  enlarged;  it  was  the  real  work  of  Board, 
+u  u j Q°mmissioners  could  do  Board’s  work  if 
had  different  systems  for  congested  and  other  dis- 
tncts,  465.  And  got  the  funds  to  bear  loss  and  took 
over  the  Board  s staff  to  secure  continuity,  468. — Es- 
tates Commissioners  could  not  spend  enough  at  pre- 
sent on  holdings  of  really  poor,  467.— Special  section 
ot  Commissioners  would  have  to  be  created,  469.- 
iranster  not  altogether  advantageous,  466,  471-4.— 
, . a.  s credit  were  exhausted,  it  was  a question 

nf  J?1V12IS  moJe  money  for  different  re-organisation 
m °£-0f  glVng  work  to  Estates  Commissioners, 
l j !011  of  Commissioners  was  to  facilitate 
qmck  transfer  of  land  to  tenant,  475.— Practice  of 
rA0alr  ^a®  to  purchase  land  and  improve  it  before 
wi  ’ ' 6-~£?0ard  -the  only  body  that  did  that,  486. 
ces®ary  that  either  Board  should  continue  or 
Dh?0o^°therr,b0dy.  do  its  work*  489.— Estates  pur- 
/ivvy  Commissioners  showed  evidence  of  great 
dld  not  do  work  like  Board  on  a 
estates  Caisa  chouj?h  they  Had  bought  some  congested 
mntt  * 4.84-5-— Congestion  could  not  be  dealt  with 
Tf  been  done  by  B°ard,  478.- 

-i.  * * £140,000  for  land  purchase  the  only  ob- 

stacle to  its  work  that  limit  should  be  raised,  479.— 
boss  on  improvements  trifling,  mostly  covered  by 
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rents  480.— Same  thing  if  money  for  loss  were  ad- 
vanced to  Commissioners  or  to  Board,  unless  Com- 
missioners were  more  efficient  body,  482.— Commis- 
sioners passed  land  rapidly  through  their  hands  at 
very  small  expense,  483.— Because  the  tenants  were 
in  a better  position  than  in  congested  areas,  468. 

Whatever  body  did  Board’s  work  must  lose  8 to 
10  per  cent.,  Estates  Commissioners  could  lose  up  to 
10  per  cent.,  on  certificate  of  Lord  Lieutenant,  who 
relaxed  rule  of  Land  Purchase  Act,  492-5.— 
Commissioners  hampered  in  dealing  with  congested 
districts  estates  which  could  not  be  purchased  except 
by  agreement  with  landlord  within  the  zones,  497.— 
Board  could  get  estates  at  any  price  agreed  to  by 
landlord ; prices  had  gone  up  recently,  498-500. — New 
tenants  got  benefit  of  10  per  cent.,  they  were  given 

^Alteration  of  composition  of  Board  desirable;  ad- 
ministrative body  should  bp  put  in  position  of  con- 
stant supervision  and  representatives  from  congested 
districts  counties  elected,  490-1. 


Question  op  Merging  of  Board  in  Estates  Com- 
missioners. 

Duties  as  regards  land  could  be  as  well  carried  out 
by  Estates  Commissioners,  529,  532.— Commissioners 
not  as  free  as  the  Board,  they  were  part  of  the 
executive  of  the  country,  531. — Could  do  all  Board’s 
duties  if  they  had  the  power,  532. 

Estates  Commissioners  worked  on  two  systems  at 
present;  they  had  ordinary  estates,  and  congested 
estates,  on  which  they  could  lose  10  per  cent.,  they 
could  not  lose  that  on  ordinary  estates,  539.— 
Estates  dealt  with  by  Commissioners  not  on  low 
level  of  those  dealt  with  by  Board,  540. 

Better  to  have  all  land  sales  in  one  department, 
other  things  being  equal,  541-2. --Might  be  friction 
between  the  two  systems,  would  make  a difference  if 
Board’s  staff  were  transferred,  543.— Person  respon- 
sible for  work  of  improvement,  would  not  have  so 
free  a hand  under  Commissioners,  544-5.— Advan- 
tageous to  leave  him  freedom,  546. — Abolition  of 
Board  would  be  a loss,  even  if  staff  went  over  to  Com- 
missioners, 581. 

Commissioners  had  recently  bought  an  estate  in 
County  Mayo,  582. — Witness  had  seen  an  estate  that 
was  wonderfully  well  done  by  them,  583. 

“ Congested  ” estate  was  one  not  less  than  half 
the  area  of  which  consisted  of  holdings  not  exceed- 
ing £5  rateable  value,  or  of  mountain  or  bog  land, 
or  not  less  than  a quarter  of  which  was  in  rundale, 
539.  (Note,  page  19). 

Improvement  in  Constitution  op  Board. 

Board  as  it  stood,  better  than  a Department,  Go- 
vernment and  Treasury  control  hampered  business, 
504-6,  530,  533,  537. 

A Department  should  be  created  with  adequate  in- 
come and  power  to  develop  industries  and  fisheries, 
land  purchase  work  as  well  would  be  too  much  for 
such  a body,  507-8,  512. 


schemes,  Inspector  then  made  inquiries  and  reported 
to  Board  ; three  Inspectors,  Mr.  Doran  for  land,  Mr. 
Duthie  for  fisheries,  Mr.  Walker  for  industries; 
letters  written  by  public  sometimes  acted  on,  528. 

Members  of  Board  keen  on  work,  and  had  con- 
fidence of  people,  satisfactory  body  to  deal  with, 
533. — Ten  members,  average  attendance  seven  or 
eight,  often  all,  same  people  attended,  a couple  of 
absentees  who  rarely  came,  534-6. 

Free  Board  could  make  consistent  schemes  and 
work  them,  537. — Reason  of  popularity  of  Board  was 
that  intelligent  Irishmen  got  a chance  of  helping 
their  country,  538. 

Disadvantages  under  which  Board  works. 

With  monthly  meetings  of  Board,  secretary  had 
often  to  take  action  on  his  own  responsibility, 
trouble  had  been  caused  thereby,  547-8,  567-8. — 
Standing  Committees,  if  elected'  and  empowered, 
could  do  woi-k,  549-50. — Elected  members  would 
strengthen  the  Board,  there  would  be  more  satisfac- 
tion, 551-2. — They  would  be  elected  on  political  lines, 
but  witness  did  not  fear  their  introducing  politics 
into  work,  553-6. — Term  of  elected  members  could  be 
limited  if  re-election  were  permitted,  not  otherwise, 
as  it  took  long  to  learn  work,  557-63. — Meetings  of 
term  called  between  monthly  ones,  . 566. — Indepen- 
dence of  outside  control  necessary  for  Board,  work 
should  not  be  given  to  less  independent  body,  569. — 
Business  concerns  with  Board  of  Directors  meeting 
monthly  had  always  a chairman  or  managing  direc- 
tor to  carry  on  work  between  meetings,  570-2. — 
Members  should  he  elected  by  County  Council  if 
Board  were  elected,  573 — County  Councils  did  their 
work  from  month  to  month,  they  had  local  officers 
who  were  not  restricted  in  discretion,  and  did  a good 
deal,  574.— Not  so  much  discretion  in  their  expendi- 
ture as  in  that  of  Board,  575. — Appointment  of  person 
analogous  to  managing  director  had  been  suggested  for 
Board,  he  would  be  paid,  576-7.— Mr.  Doran  practi- 
cally held  that  post  as  regards  land,  578. — Sugges- 
tion not  received  with  approbation,  580. 

Resources  of  Ireland  could  not  be  developed  by 
body  responsible  to  Parliament,  commercial  jealousy 
of  Great  Britain  would  be  aroused,  and  hadi  already 
interfered  with  industries  benevolently  treated  by 
Board  and  Department,  584. 

Government  Development  of  Industries  and 
Trade  Jealousies. 

Representations  had  been  made  by  English  jam- 
makers,  and  jam-making  started  by  Deportment  of 
Agriculture  in  Boyne  Valley  in  connection  with  fruit 
culture  was  stopped,  585-91,  594. — Similar  represen- 
tations 'had  'been  made  with  regard  to  Board’s  work 
at  Foxford,  but  the  work  was  continued,  593. — 
A new  industry  should  not  be  assisted  by  Department 
if  it  competed  to  substantial  extent  with  similar  one 
existing  in  Ireland,  594.— (Additional  statement  by 
witness,  page  21). 


Land  Settlement. 

Settlement  of  land  initial  step  to  relief  of  conges- 
tion, land  should  be  sold  to  tenant  and  then 
drained  and  made  as  profitable  as  possible,  509, 
511-2. — There  would  still  be  deficiency  of  money  for 
support  of  people,  there  should  he  some  body  to  deal 
with  further  development  of  country,  512. 

Creation  of  New  Holdings. 

Board  had  existed  since  1891  under  an  experimental 
income,  513. — It  was  intention  of  Parliament  to  re- 
lieve congestion  by  that  section  of  Act  of  1891,  514. — 
Act  practically  inoperative  as  regards  creation  of 
new  holdings,  original  purpose  enlargement  and  con- 
solidation of  holdings,  new  ones  a development  of 
intention  of  Act,  516-9. — Holdings  enlarged  by  in- 
clusion of  untenanted  grass  lands  in  neighbourhood, 

POPULARITT  OF  BOARD. 

Driving  force  of  Board  was  in  members  and  in 
.permanent  officials,  members  made  proposals  and 
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See  also  p.  628. 

Definition  of  -Congested  Districts. 

Immense  amount  of  trouble  would  be  thrown  on 
Congested  Districts  Board  if  limit  of  area  of  congested 
districts  were  left  to  their  discretion,  incessant  ap- 
plications for  assistance  and  scheduling  would  ham- 
per business;  better  to  draw  hard  and  fast  line,  but 
more  liberally  than  at  present,  599,  692.— Large  in- 
crease of  area  would  add  to  cost  of  administration 
and  reduce  money  available  for  more  distressed  dis- 
tricts, 599,  688.— In  1891  Mr.  Micks  wrote  to  the 
then  Under-Secretary  with  reference  to  varying  limi-te 
of  congested  area  ; thirty -one  electoral  divisions  re- 
commended to  be  added  to  schedule  ; exclusion  of  any 
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electoral  division  not  recommended,  because  Board 
could  if  they  thought  fit  abstain  from  putting  Act  in 
operation  in  any  district,  590-600. 

Constitution  of  Congested  Districts  Board — 
Election  of  Representatives  oe  Counties. 

Election  of  representatives  of  counties  on  _ Board 
would  probably  lead  to  applications  for  divisions  of 
funds  amongst  all  the  counties;  Board’s  discretion 
exercised  heretofore  as  to  amount  to  be  spent  in  any 
district,  599,  665.— Ten  members  of  Board, 

606. — Three  temporary,  Mr.  A.  Balfour,  Rev. 
Mr.  Green,  Rev.  Denis  O’Hara ; seven  per- 
manent, the  present  temporary  members  were 

the  original  three,  607,  669. — Only  difference 
between  temporary  and  permanent  members  in  prac- 
tice was,  three  permanent  members  required  to  form 
quorum  of  Board,  608-9. — Difference  in  their  powers 
in  certain  business,  610. — Any  two  members  could 
form  quorum  at  committee  meetings,  611. — Any  act 
of  Board  could  be  signified  under  hands  of  any  three 
members,  612-3. — Temporary  members  held  office  for 
five  years;  Appointment  could  be  renewed,  615-6. — 
Originally  appointed  in  respect  of  special  business; 
Mr.  Balfour  appointed  as  founder  of  Board,  670-1. — 
All  members  appointed  by  Royal  Warrant,  617-8. — 
Complaints  had  been  made  by  certain  counties  that 
they  were  not  represented ; good  arrangements  to 
specially  select  members  belonging  to  congested  dis- 
tricts counties ; nomination  better  than  election, 
619-20,  625,  628,  654-5,  657-8,  664,  720,  781,  786.— 
Only  Donegal  and  Mayo  represented  at  present,  621. 
— Six  members  would  be  added  to  Board  if  each 
county  were_  to  be  represented,  622-3,  627,  788. 
— As  vacancies  amongst  present  members  occurred 
they  need  not  be  filled,  624. — Local  residence 
should  be  condition  of  appointment,  626,  656. — 
Temporary  election  a mistake ; permanent  election 
less  dangerous,  665-6. — Elected  members  would  re- 
present localities’  wants  better  and  be  useful  in  re- 
commending Board’s  policy  to  people,  667-8. — 
Counties  would  be  more  satisfied  if  represented ; easy 
to  find  suitable  men ; advantage  of  having  repre- 
sentative men  more  than  balanced  disadvantage  of 
limitation  of  selection ; Lord  Shaftesbury  looked  after 
interests  of  Cork  'and  Kerry  at  present,  783-5. 

Board’s  Meetings. 

No  difficulty  in  calling  special  meetings  of  Board ; 
always  done  if  matters  of  urgency  arose  between 
monthly  meetings ; in  minor  matters  Secretary  had 
authority  to  act  with  approval  of  one  member  of  the 
Board,  601,  650,  673. — Payment  made  on  signature 
of  secretary  or  assistant  secretary,  with  approval  of 
one  member  of  Board ; secretary  had  no  authority 
to  sanction  expenditure  unless  covered  by  minute  of 
Board;  Audit  Office  passed  nothing  without  Board’s 
authority,  601. — Authority  of  two  members  required 
to  call  special  meeting,  651. — Present  procedure 
worked  smoothly;  sometimes  caused  a delay,  but  not 
an  important  one,  652-3.-227  meetings  held  since 
Board  was  formed,  average  attendance  6 3 ; commit- 
tee meetings  nearly  twice  as  numerous ; formerly  cer- 
tain members  were  nominated  for  each  class  of  busi- 
ness, finance,  works,  etc. ; now  everything  done  by 
Committees  of  whole  Board;  result  was  better  busi- 
ness; committee’s  work  carried  more  weight,  and 
better  attendance  was  given;  Board’s  minutes  and 
committee  minutes  printed  and  circulated,  603. 


Question  oe  Managing  Director. 

Special  managing  director  not  required,  629.- 
Useful  to  have  a few  members  of  special  fitness  c 
Board  from  Dublin  district;  two  trustees  in  Dubli 
at  present ; one  generally  ready  to  come  and  pa; 
payments,  9,000  payments  through  Bank  of  Irelan 
every  year,  672,  787. 


Inspection. 

Joint  inspections  by  members  impossible  no’ 
«cngcc^°£n0leaV7  Presstlre  of  business,  63C 
005,  659-60.— Individual  members  made  inspe< 
tions,  631,  635,  660,  663. — Not  so  necessary  now  a 
when  members  were  unacquainted  with  congeste 
districts,  632.— Inspection  good  for  information  c 
Board;  nothing  further  required,  as  estates  busines 
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was  in  such  good  hands,  633-4,  662. — Expense  in- 
curred by  inspection  trips ; false  hopes  sometimes 
raised  amongst  people,  634. — Mr.  Green  inspected 
piers,  Lord  Shaftesbury  visited  Kerry,  635. Inspec- 

tion work  should  be  resumed,  636. — No  difficulty  in 
getting  members  to  inspect  where  it  was  urgently 

Question  of  Transfer  of  Land  Work  of  the  Board 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners. 

Original  constitution  of  Board  the  best,  more 
popular  and  more  useful  from  being  untrammelled  by 
official  regulation  and  Treasury  control,  637.— 
Work  of  Board  and  of  Estates  Commissioners  oould 
not  be  compared  unless  work  of  Commissioners  were 
carefully  inquired  into,  638. — Board  had  advantage 
in  dealing  with  improvement  of  estates  in  not  being 
tied  down  to  particular  sum  to  be  lost,  640. — As  a 
fact,  they  only  lost  7 per  cent. ; Estates  Commis- 
sioners could  lose  10  per  cent. ; so  there  was  really 
nothing  to  choose,  641-2. — Board  absolutely  free  if 
they  had  funds ; £20,000  a year  increase  asked  for ; 
steady  increase  in  powers  conferred  on  Board  by 
Parliament  with  which  income  had  not  kept  pace, 
643-4. — Under  Act  of  1903,  Commissioners  were  re- 
stricted in  buying  estates,  Board  free,  645. — So  long 
as  that  was  the  case  no  change  desirable,  646.— 
Board’s  real  function  to  prepare  poor  estates  for 
operation  of  Land  Acts;  no  reason  for  two  Depart- 
ments in  same  area,  647,  676,  726-7. — Board  refused 
to  buy  estates  not  requiring  improvement,  648.— 
Estates  Commissioners’  agency  oould  be  so  modified 
as  to  suit  purposes  Board  now  fulfilled,  649. — Schemes 
had  often  to  be  restricted  and  applications  refused 
for  lack  of  funds,  especially  in  regard  to  public 
works — piers,  roads,  etc.,  675. — Board’s  particular 
province  was  to  make  pauper  landholders  into  com- 
fortable ones,  678. — Estates  'Commissioners  had  dealt 
with  some  congested  districts  estates,  which  Board 
would  have  prepared  had  they  bought  them,  699-700. 

Delay  in  Board’s  Work  caused  by  lack  of  Funds. 

Rapid  work  impossible  if  estates  were  to  be 
prepared  thoroughly,  679,  698,  721. — Estimate 

nared  by  Board  at  beginning  of  year,  necessary 
iave  balance  to  carry  on  to  next  year,  680-2.— 
Work  often  stopped  for  fear  of  exceeding  estimate, 
683. — It  had  been  exceeded  on  many  occasions ; con- 
tributions in  respect  of  works  promised  to  County 
Councils  which  had  not  been  carried  out  by  the 
Councils  on  account  of  difficulty  of  raising  local 
rates;  impossible  to  say  at  beginning  of  year  how 
many  outstanding  offers  would  be  called  for,  684.— 
Revised  estimates  sent  to  Treasury  during  year; 
generally  a saving  under  head  of  works,  685  — 
Saving  absorbed  under  other  heads,  686. 

Change  in  Definition  of  Congestion. 

Change  in  definition  of  congestion  suggested  ; 
electoral  divisions  had  been  excluded  on  account 
of  presence  of  two  or  three  large  holdings ; 
witness  would  round  off  congested  districts  by 
including  all  that  were  almost  or  quite  surrounded 
by  congested  areas,  also  electoral  divisions  con- 
taining considerable  population  of  poor  people 
who  had  been  excluded  on  .account  of  a few  large 
holdings,  Bundorrha  a case  in  point,  689-91,  694.— 
Not  good  to  include  the  whole  county,  as  larger 
income  would  be  required,  but  more  electoral  divi- 
sions could  be  included,  693,  738-9,  772. — East  ana 
West  Galway  differed  greatly;  East  fairly  well  off, 
695. — Many  electoral  divisions  excluded  in  every 
county,  696. — Case  would  be  met  by  inserting  after 
words  “rateable  value”  in  section  36  of  Act  of  1891 
the  words  “ omitting  subjects  exceeding  annual  value 
of — number  of  pounds  thought  right—,”  minimum 
would  have  to  'be  fixed,  722-3. — If  Board’s  income 
oould  be  sufficiently  increased,  operations  should  ex- 
tend to  all  Ireland ; poor  districts  in  every  county, 
701-2. — Hard  and  fast  line  did  create  difficulties, 
though  Board  could  purchase  land  where  they  pleased, 
703-4. — Board  could  not  use  land  for  settlement  of 
people  outside  non-congested  districts,  705-6.— -B 
Board)  bought  estate  on  which  the  people  uvea, 
they  had  power  under  Act  of  1901  to  specially 
schedule  that  district,  706.  , 

Good  arrangement  to  restore  Lord  Lieutenant  s 
power  of  scheduling  a particular  district  for  one 
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year,  707. — And  make  power  permanent,  applicable 

at  any  moment,  708.  .......  , 

Electoral  division  suitable  unit,  introduction  ot 
townlands  an  unnecessary  complication,  709-14.— 
Act  empowered  Lord  Lieutenant  to  exclude  as  well 
as  include  districts  in  schedule,  752-4.— No  objection 
to  power  of  excluding,  might  cause  ill-feeling,  756.— 
•District  that  was  settled  so  far  as  land  went  still 
remained  on  Board’s  books,  so  long  as  they  existed 
for  other  improvements,  such  as  roads,  industries, 
etc  758-9,  762,  764. — No  need  for  exclusion  unless 
state  of  people  needed  no  other  improvement,  760, 
763'.— Rested  with  discretion  of  Board  to  carry  out 
work  in  any  district,  762. — Nothing  done  in  some 
electoral  divisions,  763. — No  objection  to  general  sche- 
duling of  congested  counties  if  Board’s  income  were 
sufficiently  enlarged,  774-5. — Serious  disadvantage  to 
include  prosperous  parts  of  Galway,  expectations  im- 
possible to  fulfil  would  be  aroused';  advantage  would 
be  that  Board  could  pick  out  spots  to  work  in,  776-7. 
—More  satisfactory  for  Lord  Lieutenant  to  have 
selecting  power,  778-9. — He  would  act  on  advice  of 
Board;  Board  would  be  relieved  of  pressure  to  in- 
clude unnecessary  areas,  780. 

Question  of  merging  of  Board  in  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Room  for  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners  so  far, 
715. — No  objection  to  merging  two  bodies,  if  both 
were  equally  competent,  716. — Rarely  happened  that 
the  two  Departments  bought  estates  close  together, 
717. — Arrangements  new  made  to  prevent  clashing  of 
Board  and  Estates  Commissioners  in  purchase  of 
estates;  it  had  occurred  once,  740-1,  1214-5. — 
£11,000  available  by  Board  for  improvement  of 
estates,  742-3,  797,  1371. — They  could  lose  that 
amount,  which  meant  they  could  expend  £140,000  a 
year  on  purchase,  744-5,  798-9.— If  Board  could  not 
purchase  more  quickly  than  that  allowed,  estates 
would  be  all  purchased  by  Commissioners,  and  there 
would  soon  be  no  means  of  relieving  congestion,  746, 
750-1. — Work  must  be  done  by  some  other  depart- 
ment if  Board  could  not  get  increase  of  funds,  747-8, 
761. — No  economy  in  transferring  Board’s  work  to 
Estates  Commissioners,  749. — Record  of  Board  justi- 
fied its  continuance  on  same  basis,  fact  of  members 
being  unpaid  an  advantage,  they  were  more  represen- 
tative, wider  view  taken,  (more  discussion,  718.— It 
was  a piece  of  good  luck  to  have  found  men  willing 
to  give  such  exacting  services  for  no  remuneration  ; 
but  there  would  never  be  any  difficulty  in  getting 
highly  qualified  men,  719. — Delay  in  Board’s  dealing 
with  estates  due  to  having  to  wait  for  them  to  be 
vested ; under  Act  of  1903  legal  work  of  conveyance 
transferred  to  Land  Commission,  721. 


Migration  without  Purchase. 

__  Act  of  1891  contemplated  temporary  working  of 
* congested  Districts  Beard  until  Parliament  saw 
fit  to  terminate  it,  724-5. — Scope  of  work 

not  realised;  enlargement  of  holdings,  not  purchase 
■cf  estates  intended,  728. — Had  been  assumed  Board 
could  migrate  tenants  on  to  property  of  private 
owners;  that  was  almost  impossible,  it  meant  so 
S'uch  interference ; co-operation  of  landlord  required, 
729-30. — No  place  to  migrate  people  to  when  Act 
was  passed;  Board  not  to  buy  land;  they  could 
suggest  to  owner  of  an  estate  that  a large  holding 
might  be  purchased ; arrangement  could  be  made 
for  paying  for  holding,  which  was  then  to  be  held 
“7  Land  Commission  with  intention  that  Board 
should  ask  landlord  to  sub-divide  holding  amongst 
other  tenants,  732. — Had  been  attempted,  but  failed 
owing  to  difficulties,  733-5. — Purchase  of  land  neces- 
2K7  *?r  large  scheme  of  enlargement  of  holdings, 
(Ob.  Large  tenants  should  be  bought  out  as  well  as 
nntenanted  land  purchased,  737. 


Work  and  Salaries  of  Staff  of  Board. 

^Work  of  Board  had  increased  chiefly  owing 
ostates.  work,  788-9.— Staff  had  been  increased 
eighty ; Board  could  appoint  temporary  clerks  wh( 
ecessary,  790-1. — Work  temporarily  relieved  1 
ransfer  of  payment  arrangements  to  Land  Commi 
“n<i  ^ transfer  to  Department  of  Agriculture 
ty-seven  clerks  employed/  excluding  Secreta; 
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and  Assistant  Secretary,  average  salary,  £135  j 
average  including  Secretary  and  Assistant-Secretary, 
£153 ; lowest  average  of  any  Civil  Service  office  in 
Dublin,  except  Land  Commission,  which  employed 
100  copyists ; excellent  service  given  by  staff,  792. — 
Temporary  clerks  in  place  of  permanent  Civil  Ser- 
vants had  been  engaged  by  Board1 ; they  worked  well, 
and  did  important  responsible  work,  836. — They  got 
no  pensions,  837. — About  a dozen  members  of  staff 
got  pensions,  836. 

Increase  in  Price  of  Land,  &c. 

Nothing  lost  in  re-selling  Dillon  estate,  800. — 
£147,000  spent  on  it  since  purchase,  part  met 
by  rents ; Board  always  used  revenue  of  es- 
tate for  improvements  while  it  was  in  their 
hands,  802-3. — First  charge  on  rents  was  in- 
terest on  capital  borrowed  for  purchase,  not 
enough  left  over  to  pay  for  all  improvements ; _ 
Dillon  estate  bought  when  price  of  land  was  low  and 
tenants  paid  higher  rents,  pressure  brought  on  Board 
to  reduce  rents,  804-5,  808. — Board’s  income  insuffi- 
cient because  work  was  more  extended,  and  also  land 
was  dearer,  806. — Board  sometimes  arranged  with 
tenants  to  charge  only  an  amount  approaching  that 
of  the  future  annuity,  807. — 'Reduced  rent  did 
not  apply  universally,  808  — Dillon  estate 
bought  at  fifteen  years’  purchase,  re-sold  at 

fifteen  and  a half,  809. — Larger  price  expected 
since  Act  of  1903,  810,  830. — 'Annual  interest  paid  by 
tenant  reduced  by  Act,  811. — Landlords  willing  to 
sell  at  a sacrifice  had  all  sold  their  estates  before 
that ; State  assistance  required  to  prevent  a dead- 
lock, 812,  832. — Tenants’  annuities  less,  larger  capital 
sum  obtained  because  annuities  continued  longer, 
813-5. — Tenant  paid  more  heavily  in  the  end,  815. — 
Profit  made  on  land  stock  on  sale  of  Dillon  estate, 
such  profits  were  credited  to  Board's  general  account 
for  management  and  re-sale  of  estates,  816-7. — 
Under  Act  of  1896,  landlords  sold  at  seventeen 
years’  purchase ; they  lo6t  a large  proportion  of  their 
income ; no  landlord  now  willing  to  do  that,  they 
would  still  be  willing  to  sell  at  some  reduction  in 
consideration  of  getting  fixed  safe  income,  832. 

Forty-nine  years  the  term  of  repayment  under  Ash- 
bourne Act,  sixty-eight  under  Wyndham  Act,  833. — 
Fifteen  years’  purchase  under  Ashbourne  Act  equiva- 
lent to  present  price,  834. 

Board  ought  to  continue  its  purchase  operations  if 
it  could  get  funds  to  do  them  quickly,  793-4. — 
Work  essential,  better  to  be  carried  on  by  staff,  etc., 
that  began  it,  795.— Plenty  for  Estates  Commis- 
sioners to  do  outside  Board’s  areas,  796. — Board 
had  done  its  work  efficiently,  pity  to  transfer 
duties  to  other  Department,  no  economy  would  result, 
country  better  satisfied  if  Board  continued,  819-21. — 
Transfer  of  land  purchase  work  would  increase  cosh 
unless  Board  were  abolished,  822. — No  difficulty  and 
no  loss  of  funds  in  transferring  fishery  work  to 
Department  of  Agriculture,  823-4. — Mr.  Micks  had 
proposed  transfer  of  part  of  Board's  work  and  con- 
tinuation of  Board  for  other  purposes,  824. — Whole 
Board  took  lively  interest  in  (fisheries,  825. — Work  if 
transferred  would  still  fall  on  Mr.  Green,  influence 
of  body  like  the  Board  with  local  interests  an  ad- 
vantage, 826-7. — Advantage  lost  by  transferring  work 
to  paid  officials  in  Dublin,  828. — Insufficient  reason 
for  taking  it  from  Board  and  risk  of  seriously  in- 
juring important  industry,  829. 

Board’s  Income. 

Board’s  funds  originated  under  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, were  derived  mainly  from  Irish  sources,  765, 

768.  — £41,250  from  Church  Surplus,  £25,000  under 
Act  of  1899,  and  £20,000  under  Act-  of  1903,  assigned 
under  Acts  of  Parliament,  766-6a. — All  Land  Acts, 

769.  — Increase  of  funds  to  be  expected  from  any  new 
Bill,  Board’s  powers  had  been  gradually  built  up  by 
Parliament ; extraordinary  if  work  were  now  cut 
short,  770,  818. — Useless  to  apply  to  Treasury  for  in- 
crease, 771. 

Board's  income  had  increased  by  £20,000  under 
Act  of  1903,  842. — Origin  of  present  Commission  was 
probably  correspondence  with  Treasury  on  subject  of 
increase  of  Board’s  income,  845-6. — Board  informed 
Government  they  could  not  continue  the  estates  busi- 
ness as  at  present,  unless  they  gave  up  'all  other 
d 
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work,  progress  was  ridiculously  slow,  they  purchased 
only  very  poor  estates  requiring  large  expenditure  ; 
Board’s  view  was  the  congested  districts  required  their 
full  share  of  funds  for  improvement  of  Ireland,  and 
Board’s  assistance  as  well,  847,  913. — 'They  were  there- 
fore entitled  to  large  share  of  any  estates  funds 
obtainable ; 98,000  holdings  in  congested  districts ; 
500,000  in  whole  of  Ireland,  good  holdings  required 
no  assistance ; 55,000  holdings  in  congested  districts 
below  £4  valuation  averaged  £100  in  price,  total, 
£5,000,000,  maximum  loss  10  per  cent.  ; £50,000  a 
year  for  ten  years  would  have  to  be  lost  in  dealing 
with  these  55,000  holdings,  there  would  still  be  the 
other  40,000  holdings  to  deal  with ; congested  districts 
entitled  to  large  share  of  funds  available  for  fisheries, 
Galway  to  Lough  Foyle  one-third  of  whole  coast, 
Cork  and  Kerry  fisheries  prosperous  before  estab- 
lishment of  Board ; in  the  same  way  the  congested 
districts  required  large  portion  of  funds  applicable 
to  establishments  of  handicrafts,  improvement  of 
agriculture,  construction  of  roads,  etc.  ; need  for 
communication  most  pressing  in  remote  districts. 
— Pressure  of  local  taxation  claimed1  attention ; all 
things  considered,  congested  districts  should  get  half 
funds  provided  for  assistance  of  industries,  847-9. — 
No  special  funds  aimed  at,  850-1. — Board  had  enough 
money  for  development  of  fisheries,  they  wanted  more 
for  supervision,  852-3. 

Piers  and  'County  Control,  &c. 

Further  funds  needed  for  piers  and  roads,  applica- 
tions for  £100,000  worth  of  work  made  at  first, 
£134,000  had  been  spent,  £100,000  worth  of  applica- 
tions still  not  dealt  with,  856. — Provision  of  piers 
neglected  in  the  past,  Board  of  Works  had  been 
blamed  for  mistakes  of  Piers  and  Roads  Commission 
of  1882,  whose  recommendations  they  had  to  carry 
out,  857,  862-6. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  done 
as  well  as  possible,  Marine  Works  Act,  1902,  gave 
assistance,  857. — Several  old  piers  practically  useless, 
658. — Demands  upon  Board  due  partly  to  unsatisfac- 
tory position,  etc.,  of  old  piers,  partly  to  former 
neglect,  859. — Backwardness  of  fishing  due  in  many 
places  to  lack  of  piers,  demands  were  made  for  piers 
where  they  were  impossible  without  gigantic  expendi- 
ture, 866. — Necessity  for  piers  existed,  861. — 
Board  were  anxious  to  transfer  marine  works  they 
had  constructed  to  charge  of  County  .Councils,  special 
provision  for  transfer  from  Congested'  Districts  Board 
under  Local  Government  Act  of  1898,  County  Councils 
reluctant  to  take  over  charge,  866.— They  might  let 
them  go  to  pieces;  Board  spent  £300  a year  on 
supervision,  etc.,  apart  from  repairs  which  were  con- 
stantly required,  867-8,  870.— There  were  no  cases  of 
Councils  letting  piers  fall  into  disrepair,  869. — Eight 
piers  and  slips  offered  to  County  Council  in  County 
Cork,  thirteen  in  Kerry,  nine  in  Galway,  ten  in  Mayo, 
ten  in  Donegal,  873. — Councils  of  Mayo,  Galway,  and 
Kerry  refused  to  take  over  Board’s  works,  Donegal 
County  Council  stipulated  for  repairs  to  be  done 
before  taking  over,  Cork  Council  took  over  Garinish 
and  Canty’s  Cove  works,  and  were  considering  taking 
over  three  or  four  others,  874. — Board’s  procedure 
not  to  consult  County  Council  as  to  necessity  for 
pier,  as  a rule  they  now  built  on  recommendation  of 
local  authorities,  875.— When  Board  first  built, 
Local  Government  Act  of  1898  not  passed, 
since  the  Act  they  consulted,  the  County  Coun- 
cils before  building,  876.— County  Councils  re- 
fused to  take  over  piers  on  account  of  expen- 
diture, they  objected'  to  any  extra  expendi- 
ture however  small,  877.— Board  the  statutory  pro- 
moters of  piers,  they  consulted  Board  of  Trade,  who 
never  refused  consent,  878-80.— Local  bodies  had  the 
power  but  no  funds,  881.— They  often  applied  to 
Board,  and  most  works  were  jointly  carried  out  by 
Board  and  County  Council,  882.— Sometimes  Beard 
gave  contribution  on  condition  of  maintenance  bv 
County  Council,  not  always,  as  very  few  works  would 
then  be  carried  out,  Councils  would  not  increase 
rates,  883. — Board  did  not  always  refuse  works  be- 
cause they  got  no  contribution,  in  such  cases  they 

had  to  maintain  works  themselves,  884-5. 

Congested  population  on  western  seaboard  large, 
*ir  — ~ev®l0Pment  of  fisheries  main  resource,  899. — 
More  piers  and  harbours  would  be  of  great  use,  and 
were  necessary  for  relief  of  congestion,  Board  pre- 
906*902  pressure  of  businesa  from  erecting  them, 
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Board  did  not  continue  making  roads  with  their 
engineering  staff,  they  offered  contribution  of  half 
or  two-thirds  cost  if  a road  were  urgently  needed 
would  offer  more  if  they  had  more  funds;  County 
Councils  could  not  afford  to  make  piers  and  roads 
Board  required  £10,000  a year  to  spend  on  such 
works,  of  which  there  were  200  waiting  to  be  carried 
out,  1124. — .Board  offered  only  portion  of  cost,  so 
that  county  should  have  to  bear  charge  of  main- 
tenance, 1125. — By  law,  county  had  to  maintain  a 
road  they  made  a presentment  for,  1126-7.— Board 
arranged  alignment  of  road,  1128. — 'County  Surveyor 
always  consulted,  1129. — Board  spent  large  sums  cn 
roads  on  their  own  estates,  1130. — No  contribution 
made  to  roads  outside  congested  district,  a contri- 
bution was  therefore  partially  an  assistance  to  rates 
in  congested  districts,  though  without  contribution 
road  could  not  be  made,  1131,  1133-4.— Rate  levied 
on  rural  district,  part  of  which  might  be 
non-congested,  or  it  might  be  levied  on  county 
at  large,  1132,  1135-6. — Many  roads  made  partly 
in  scheduled  and  partly  in  non-scheduled  area,  appli- 
cants generally  told  to  apply  to  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  grant  corresponding  to  Board’s  grant,  1137. 
— Board  considered,  want  of  communication  in  con- 
gested districts  an  enormous  disadvantage,  1138.— 
Twenty  or  thirty  rural  districts  in  congested  counties 
of  which  the  greater  portion  was  not  congested’ 
1139-40. — Direct  result  of  Board’s  contribution  to  a 
road  was  to  add  to  taxation,  1141-2. — County  Coun- 
cil's duty  to  make  roads,  but  they  had  not  enough 
money  without  enormously  increasing  taxes,  1143. 
— Some  District  Councils  in  the  West  withdrew 
all  proposed-  new  works  because  they  would  have' 
seriously  increased  rates,  1144. — Many  of  Board's 
schemes  for  roads  and  piers  could  not  be 
carried  out  owing  to  reluctance  of  County  Coun- 
cil to  increase  rates  in  poor  districts,  although 
County  Councils  were  generous,  1146-8,  1157.— Re- 
luctance to  add  to  rates  increasing,  1149.— More 
economy  since  transfer  of  authority  from  Grand  Jury 
in  1898,  though  rates  had  increased,  1150-1.— Council 
thought  as  Board  was  there  it  might  pay  for  im- 
provements, rates  were  so  high  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  1152. — Rates  higher  than  formerly  all 
over  congested  districts,  1153. — County  Council’s 
expenditure  had  to  be  higher  than  Grand  Jury's, 
1155.— Grand  Jury  discharged  Council’s  work 

before  1898,  1156. — Under  Act  of  1891,  Board  bad 
large  discretion  to  improve  condition  of  people  as  they 
thought  fit,  1167,  1169-71. — Parliament  had  no  road- 
making  in  mind,  but  Board  took  up  question  from  the 
first,  1168. 

Roads. 

Time  when  roads  in  congested  districts  would  be 
all  made  very  far  distant,  885a. — County  Councils 
the  local  road  authority,  886. — They  had  not  had 
funds  to  make  required  roads,  887. — 60  per  cent,  of 
expense  of  roads  borne  by  Board,  County  Council 
made  to  pay  the  rest,  888-90.— If  read  were  sixteen 
feet  wide,  County  Councils  could  maintain  it,  and 
many  did,  891.— They  were  bound  to,  892.— 'Board 
made  it  a first  condition,  893. — £6,000  or  £7,000  a 
year  of  Board’s  income  allotted  to  works  including 
piers,  894-5. — '127  inland  works  carried  out  by  Board, 
costing  £56,000,  £10,700  contributed  to  ninety-one 
works  carried  out  by  local  authorities,  896. — Expendi- 
ture on  roads  decreased  notably  last  year,  897. 
— Roads  referred  to  were  for  connecting  'ham- 
lets on  property  bought  with  main  roads,  903, 
906-8. — Remote  districts  badly  provided  with  roads 
to  bogs,  markets,  etc.,  904. — Board’s  roads  did  not 
supersede  County  Council’s,  which  were  the  main 
roads,  905. — County  Council  had  no  funds  to  make 
smaller  roads,  909-10.— -They  were  making  them 
slowly,  hut  needed  Board’s  assistance,  911. — Nobody 
could  make  all  the  required  roads  even  in  ten  years, 
912. — Congested  districts  got  some  assistance  from 
general  funds  outside  the  Board’s,  914. — Allocation 
of  money  for  districts  provided  for,  depended  on 
Board  whether  it  was  spent,  915. 

Fishery  Work  or  the  Board. 

Fisheries  between  Galway  and  North  Donegal 
carried  on  in  inefficient  manner  in  1891 ; Board 
developed  them  from  Galway  Bay  round  coasts  ot 
Mayo  and  Donegal  to  Lough  Foyle,  963-4,  965. 
Fishing  in  Cork  and  Kerry  well  established,  required 
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no  assistance  except  in  way  of  piers  and  loans  for 
boats  and  nets,  964a,  1081. — £45,151  paid  to 
fishermen  for  fish  in  autumn  and  winter  mackerel 
fishery,  which  was  first  established  by  Board ; 
£189,985  paid  for  herring  by  buyers  other  than 
Board,  965-7,  869,  970,  975,  980,  986.— Board 
purchased  for  a few  years  at  first  in  case  of  spring 
mackerel,  969,  971,  990. — When  fishing  was  estab- 
lished they  left  it  to  other  buyers,  971,  973. — Board 
lost  a little  over  the  purchase,  974-5. — Herring  fishery 
•carried  on  for  last  eight  years,  976. — Board  may  have 
purchased  herrings  to  a small  extent  at  first,  978-9, 
988,  990. — General  result  of  spring  mackerel  fishing 
£72,391,  980-2,  986-7. 

Return  of  boats  built  sent  in  by  Board  referred 
only  to  large  deck-boats,  they  had  ordered  or  built 
150,  average  price,  £173,  991,  998. — 2,476  open  boat6 
had  been  ibuilt,  costing  £23,142  ; Department’s  return 
•showed  total  of  boats  built,  383,  almost  all  small, 
992. — Board’s  return  would  be  voluminous  if  details 
asked  for  were  given  for  all  small  boats,  993. — Fish- 
ing near  shore  done  in  small  open  boats,  currachs 
still  used  for  long  line  and  herring  fishing,  995-7. 
— Big  boats  built  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
Isle  of  Man,  998. — All  in  commission  now  except 
two  or  three  that  were  wrecked,  999. — No  boat  disused, 
if  loan  was  not  paid  off,  Board  took  up  boat  and 
re-sold,  if  loan  were  paid  off  no  further  account 
taken  of  boat ; that  some  of  those  might  be  derelict 
or  worn  out  was  improbable,  as  owners  were  most 
energetic  men,  1000. — Boats  abandoned  by  five  crews  of 
AchSl  men  two  years  ago,  those  had  since 
been  re-sold  to  crews  on  the  island  and  in 
the  neighbourhood’,  several  still  on  Board’s 
hands,  they  were  used  on  share  system,  1001-3, 
1083,  1094,  1096. — Out  of  thirteen  dteck  boats 
used  in  Blacksod  fishery,  two  remained  on  Board’s 
hands,  1084-8. — Fishing  north  of  Achill  started  for 
benefit  of  Achill  and  Belmullet  men,  did  not  repay 
Board’s  outlay,  though  it  would  have  paid  a few 
boats;  Board  ran  steamer  from  Blacksod  Point  to 
railway,  and  provided  ice,  fishermen  agreed  with  Mr. 
Green  that  they  would  rather  go  to  Cleggan  where 
fishing  was  flourishing,  1089. — Failure  due  partly  to 
lack  of  enterprise  amongst  men,  partly  to  want  of 
fish,  1090. — Partly  to  inexperience  of  men  who  were 
unaccustomed  to  night  fishing,  they  were  migratory 
labourers,  1004. — Fishing  began  in  1899,  first  year 
fish  worth  £1,261,  second  year  £980,  next  year  £830, 
next,  £43,  next  £970,  next  £567,  1091. — Boats  aban- 
doned later,  in  year  when  receipts  were  £567,  1092-4. 
— Board  arranged  with  men  to  give  up  boats,  1095, 
1097. — Thirteen  boats  taken  up  by  Board,  1096. — They 
lost  on  such  a transaction,  as  they  had-  to  fit  out 
and  repair  boats  and  sell  at  a reduced  price,  1003. — 
Instructor  provided  for  each  boat  with  inexperienced 
crew,  1005-6,  1027. — Two  instructors  in  each  of  the 
two  instruction  boats  in  Connemara,  one  in  Blacksod 
and  Achill,  1006a-7. — Complaints  in  Blacksod  that 
instructors  refused  to  go  out-  in  bad  weather,  arrange- 
ments made  by  Board  for  supervision  to  prevent  such 
a possibility,  1008.— Six  men  to  a crew.  1009.— Loan 
system  for  boats  intended  to  go  on  indefinitely,  would 
always  be  wanted,  1010,  1016,  1020-4,  1029.— Boats 
bought  on  share  system  belonged  to  men,  money 
utilised  in  a few  cases  by  men  to  buy  boats  on  their 
own  account,  1011-2. — Five  or  six  crews  had  lately 
pot  new  and  better  boats,  1013-4. — It  depended  on 
success  of  fishing ; North  Donegal  herring  fishery 
uniformly  successful  for  ten  years,  1015. — Board  en- 
couraged fishing  in  the  hope  the  men  would  be  inde- 
pendent in  future,  1016,  1020. — Population  would 
hardly  become  rich  enough  to  buy  boats  without  loans, 
1017,  1021-2. — Men  might  possibly  club  their  money 
and  buy  their  own  boats  in  a distant  future,  1018-9, 
1030. — There  might  be  men  who  made  money  in  other 
business,  and  would  invest  in  a boat,  as  they  did 
in  England  and  Ireland,  1025. — They  might  apply 
to  Department  of  Agriculture  for  a loan,  1026.--- 
Gliarge  made  by  Board  for  instruction,  seventy  in- 
structors employed,  annual  cost,  £4,000  to  £5,000 
a year ; £1,200  repaid  by  men  ; cost  last  year. 
£3,500;  £1,253  repaid,  1028. — Competition  would 
be  great  if  fishing  were  very  productive,  1030. — 
Instalment  system  progressing  most-  satisfactorily, 
t?l' — Good  feeling  displayed  towards  instructors 
when  Scotchmen,  1032. — Irish  instructors  employed 
where  possible,  1033. - Large  boats  built  in  Ireland 
when  they  could  be,  1034. — Boats  bought  in  cheapest 
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market  in  emergency,  1036. — Herring  fishery  fol- 
lowed by  fishermen  round  the  coast,  a few  went  north 
from  Teelin,  but  not  out  of  Ireland,  1037-40. — Men 
too  inexperienced  to  go  far,  they  knew  the  fisheries 
the  other  side  of  the  Channel  were  overdone,  1041. — 
Steam  drifters  sometimes  made  £1,000  from  herring 
fishing,  1042-3. — No  steam  drifters  owned  by  fisher- 
men in  North  of  Ireland,  1043a. — Scotch  and 
English  fishermen  coming  to  Ireland  lessened 
earnings  of  Irishmen  in  Ireland,  1044-5. — Subsidiary 
industries,  such  as  curing,  done  in  Ireland,  might 
eventually  be  a benefit,  but  the  Scotchmen  brought 
their  own  curers  to  Ireland,  1046-9. — As  they  could 
not  get  experienced  Irish  ones,  1050. — Irish  would 
take  place  of  Scotch  when  they  had  had  experience, 
1051. 

Each  Department  kept  its  own  statistics,  1055. 
— Information  obtained  from  them  when  wanted, 
1055. — Exact  number  of  population  on  coasts  of  con- 
gested districts  had  not  been  asked  for,  that  of  each 
district  was  .known  as  it  was  dealt  with,  coast 
population  would  be  less  than  a fifth  of  the  whole, 
1057-61. 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  'Committees  had  no  pauperising  effect,  be- 
cause people  were  compelled  to  spend  money  before 
getting  grant,  improvements  could  not  be  expected 
without  capital  expenditure;  large  sums  would  have 
to  be  spent  by  local  authority  to  improve  a Dublin 
slum ; same  work  done  in  country  at  infinitesimal 
cost,  916. — Sanitary  work  of  'Committees  beneficial, 
had  not  been  done  before,  917-8. — Local  funds  insuffi- 
cient for  sanitary  authorities  to  do  it,  919-20. — 
According  to  law  it  was  what  the  sanitary  authorities 
were  paid  for,  921,  952. — Question  of  giving  money 
paid  to  sanitary  officers  for  use  of  'Committees  had 
been  considered ; Committee  only  gave  fraction  of 
improvements  effected,  they  informed  sanitary  au- 
thorities if  sanitary  regulations  were  broken  after 
assistance  had  been  given,  922. — Absurd  to  put  pres- 
sure on  authorities  in  absence  of  funds,  923,  954. 
— Committees  improved  holdings  and  houses  as  well 
as  sanitation,  924. — 'Sanitation  should  be  the  first 
tiling,  925. — Removal  of  cattle  from  dwelling-houses, 
and  of  manure-heap  ; conditions  precedent  to  getting 
grant,  926-9. — Improvement  of  farms  considered  hy 
Committees  after  improvement  of  homesteads,  prizes 
given  for  reclamation  and  drainage,  930-1. — No  Go- 
vernment Department  had  thought  of  such  a 
system,  though  it  would  be  possible  to  give  them 
powers,  932-5. — Parish  Committees  the  creation  of 
Congested  Districts  Board,  originated  by  Father 
O’Hara,  936-7. — No  other  Irish  Department  had  such 
Committees,  940. — Driving  power  of  Committees  the 
members,  in  some  parishes,  the  priest,  941-2. — Nor- 
mal constitution  of  a Committee,  the  chief  minister 
of  each  denomination,  the  County  or  District  Coun- 
cillor, the  landlord  or  agent,  six  elected  members,  and 
the  medical  officer,  943-4. — Money  the  means  of  set- 
ting power  in  motion.  945-6. — Good  work  done  by 
Parish  Committees  enormous  in  comparison  with 
amount  spent,  947. — Success  due  to  fact  that  good 
men  in  each  locality  had  initiation  and  supervision 
of  scheme ; only  the  secretary  and  supervisor  were 
paid,  and  they  got  a trifling  amount,  £5  to  £10  a 
year,  948. 

Case  in  Donegal  where  work  done  in  year  was 
twenty-four  times  grant  given,  grant  system  intended 
to  be  temporary  and  to  be  merged  into  system  of 
prizes ; general  system  of  prizes  for  improvement  of 
agriculture  suggested  thirty  years  ago  by  Lord  Spen- 
cer, failed  for  want  of  funds,  949-50. — Prize  system 
could  be  carried  on  without  experts,  951. — Local 
authority  could  not  give  assistance  as  Parish 
Committees  did,  they  hail  no  money,  953. — 'Com- 
mittees could  not  work  without  money,  955.— Im- 
possible to  enforce  sanitary  law  against  keeping  cattle 
in  houses,  956-7. — Sanitary  officers  practically  con- 
fined to  towns,  by  law  their  work  extended  over  whole 
district,  958. 

Maritime  Population. 

Only  population  of  townlands  immediately  on  coast 
interested  in  fishing,  1062.— Inland  men  lived  too  far 
from  boats,  they  liked  to  keep  their  eye  on  the  boats, 
(12 
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1063. — Some  of  the  Downing's  Bay  men  come  from  a 
distance,  1064. — Men  on  congested  districts  coasts  far- 
mers most  of  the  year,  fishermen  only  in  fishing  sea- 
son, 1074. — They  would  be  the  first  to  benefit  from  de- 
velopment of  fishery,  1075. — Census  returns  gave  those 
partly  engaged  in  fishing,  1074, 1076. — Not  the  number 
who  might  be  employed  if  fishing  were  developed,  1078. 
— Board’s  Annual  Return  gave  number  of  men  and 
boys  engaged  in  fishing  .as  2,500,  1079. — 700  people 
engaged  on  shore  curing  and  carting,  1080. — Carters 
living  eight  or  ten  miles  from  coast  benefited  by  cir- 
culation of  money  from  fisheries,  1079. 


Fishery  Work. 

Supervision  of  fishing  managed  by  Board  in  con- 
gested districts,  and  by  Department  of  Agriculture 
elsewhere  ; Department  had  legal  powers  all  round 
coast,  Board’s  powers  only  for  development,  1065-8. — 
Want  of  communication  made  disposal  of  fish  diffi- 
cult, it  was  often  carted  round  country  and  sold  at 
low  price,  1069-71. 

Board’s  figures  referred  to  coasts  from  Galway  to 
Lough  Foyle,  1081-2. 


Barrel-Making. 

Barrel-making  industry  of  Board  had  satis- 
factory results,  gross  receipts,  £19,600 ; expendi- 
ture, including  instruction,  etc.,  £19,806,  1097. — 
Industry  still  carried  on  by  Board  at  Burton  Port 
and  Downing’s  Bay,  1099. — Private  enterprise  taking 
Board’s  place  in  Kerry,  1100. — Might  be  done  in 
Burton  Port,  had  not  been  tried,  1101-2. — Nothing 
done  by  Board  to  start  independent  coopers,  they 
gave  instruction  and  paid  expenses  of  men  from 
southern  counties,  11031 — Loan  made  to  one  ex-ap- 
prentice to  start  a business  with,  work  tending  in 
that  direction,  1104. — No  barrels  made  in  former 
days,  high  price  paid  for  imported  one,  1105-6. — 
Firkin-making  an  inland  industry,  1106-7,  1109. — 
Barrels  a sea-coast  industry,  1107. — Man  who  made 
firkins  did  not  want  to  supply  a fish  merchant,  1108-9. 
— Barrel-making  would  pay,  it  paid  Board  and  Cork 
and  Kerry  people,  1110. — Board  would  retire  if  pri- 
vate person  were  willing  to  take  over  industry,  1111. 
— Barrel-making  in  Ireland  dependent  on  curing, 
1112. — Curer  either  brought  his  barrels  with  him  or 
bought  on  the  spot  as  he  wanted  them,  1113.— It  was 
a fresh  industry,  1114. — Not  exclusively  in  curers’ 
hands  as  in  Scotland,  1115,  1117.— Barrels  not  made 
by  machinery  in  Ireland,  1116.— Fishermen  distinct 
from  curers  in  Scotland,  1118. — Curers  were  merchants 
as  well  in  Ireland,  1119. — Fishermen  brought  women 
with  them  to  clean  the  fish,  1120. — Witness  meant  by 
curer  the  person  who  cleaned,  salted,  and  packed 
fish,  1121. — Sums  paid  for  cleaning  a separate  esti- 
mate, 1122-3. 


Relations  with  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Department  and  Board  made  a compromise,  De- 
partment carried  out  agricultural  live-stock  schemes 
in  mainly  non-oongested  rural  districts,  Board  in 
districts  mainly  congested,  Board  carried  them  out 
in  four  districts  in  Donegal,  three  in  Galway,  three 
in  Kerry ; Department’s  districts  were  all  Cork,  four 
in  Donegal,  three  in  Kerry,  all  Leitrim,  Roscommon, 
and  Sligo,  1144-5. 

£113,000  required  to  oarry  out  works  on  piers  and 
roads ; engineering  staff  of  Board  now  transferred  to 
Department,  still  mostly  employed'  on  Board’s  work 
for  which  they  were,  paid  by  Board,  1158.— It  was 
thought  at  the  time  the  Department’s  work  would  be 
the  heaviest,  1159,  1165-6. — Overlapping  of  functions 
was  not  the  cause  of  the  transfer,  1160.— Merely  a 
departmental  arrangement  for  convenience,  1161-2.— 
Formerly  Department  paid  for  work  done  by  Board’s 
engineering  staff,  position  now  reversed,  1163-4  — 
Mr  Oliver  had  been  appointed  Engineer  for  Depart- 
ment as  well  as  Board,  1164. 

Retention  of  ss.  Granuaile. 

Question  of  abandoning  stoamer  was  before  Board 
Jast  year,  when  Mr.  Green  prepared  memorandum 


showing  that  steamer  essential  when  Board  began- 
work,  Fingal  chartered,  she  had  no  cargo  accommoda- 
tion, which  was  found  to  be  required  ; after  two  years 
Board  decided  to  build  a vessel,  Gmnuaile  built  at 
cost  of  £10,250,  on  Mr.  West’s  design,  she  can-iS 
cargo  of  salt  and  barrels  for  fishing  stations,  took  ud- 
fish,  delivered  materials  for  slips  and  piers  Board 
was  building,  carried  members  of  Board  and  inspec- 
tors, etc.  ; she  was  equipped  for  carrying  cattle  for 
Board’s  agricultural  schemes,  and  brought  cargoes  of 
bulls  to  the  islands. 


Board’s  aim  in  starting  a station  where  no  fish- 
trade  existed  was  to  bring  it  up  to  standard  when 
merchants  would  take  over  business  when  this  had 
been  done,  Board  no  longer  fish  merchants  or  curers 
interest  in  more  remote  places  could  not  be  relaxed' 
Board  exercised  healthy  influence  on  trade,  ample- 
competition  in  Donegal,  not  enough  on  coasts  of  Mayo 
and  Galway. 

Applications  in  recent  years  from  fishing  centres 
in  south-west  for  aid  in  developing  coopering  in- 
dustry, barrels  then  imported,  coopers  making  firkins 
were  thrown  out  of  trade  by  modern  methods  of 
dealing  with  butter,  younger  coopers  sent  to  learn 
trade  in  Board’s  cooperage  in  Donegal,  expenses  of 
a few  outside  congested  area  provided  by  Depart- 
ment, coopers  would  be  encouraged  by  provision  of 
material  on  moderate  terms,  men  having  no  capital, 
loans  issued  to  some  of  the  men,  two  or  three  full 
cargoes  of  staves  carried  by  Granuaile  every  year 
from  Scotland,  reasonable  freight  charged,  consider- 
able trade  developed  without  trespassing  on  shipping 
business,  Board’s  own  cooperage  provided  with 
material  by  Granuaile,  sale  of  barrels  last  year, 
10,516 ; repaid  cost,  including  material,  instruction, 
etc.  ; coopers  thus  trained  were  available  for  employ- 
ment by  curers,  Scotchmen  replaced  by  Irishmen  in 
many  cases;  Granuaile  useful  in  boat-building  in- 
dustry ; more  might  have  to  be  done  to  assist  isolated 
districts  on  south  coast  now  Clyde  Shipping  Company’s 
steamer  had  stopped  ; inspection  of  coasts  indispen- 
sable to  Board’s  work ; Granuaile  used  by  Commis- 
sioners, etc.,  with  great  advantage ; steamer  must 
otherwise  have  been  chartered ; police  duty  done 
for  Department  by  Granuaile ; expenses  then 
borne  by  Department;  breaches  of  law  now 
seldom ; power  of  keeping  in  touch  with  islands 
essential ; cost  of  carriage  far  greater  if  Granuaile 
were  not  available;  outlying  districts  more  easily 
managed  since  railways  were  extended ; time  not  yet 
arrived  for  cutting  direct  communication  with  coasts; 
money  spent  on  Granuaile  not  excessive  in  conside- 
ration of  her  uses  ; purchase  and  up-keep  to  February, 
1905,  cost  £46,722  10s.  lOd.  ; earnings,  £8,350 ; total 
cost,  £38,372  10s.  lOd.  ; average  annual  expenditure, 
£3,640 ; receipts,  £662 ; net  cost,  £2,978  per  annum, 

1172.  — Hiring  steamer  inconvenient,  and  no  economy, 

1173.  — Cost  reduced  if  money  were  credited  for  carry- 
ing members  of  Board,  etc.,  1174. — Inspection  of 
marine  works  could  not  be  carried  out  from  inland, 
1175. — Board  must  have  a steamer ; difficult  to  hire 
suitable  one ; £100  freight  lately  saved  by  sending 
material  to  an  estate  in  South  of  Ireland,  1176.— Boat 
often  carried  stores  ; not  much  for  estates  work,  1177: 
—Boat  required  every  day  of  the  year,  1178. — A neces- 
sity for  proper  administration  of  Board’s  work, 
1179-80. — Granuaile.  admirably  designed  for  its  work, 
small,  good  sea-boat;  carried  150  to  200  tons  of 
freight ; three  cabins  for  inspectors,  1181-2. — Not 
like  coasting  boats,  but  better  in  some  respects,  1183. 
—Balance  of  opinion  in  favour  of  retention.of  Granu- 
aile since  memorandum  was  submitted,  1184-7. 


Subsidies  to  Steamer  Services. 

Subsidies  made  by  Board  to  steamer  services: — 
(a)  £700  a year  to  Galway  Steamboat  Company  for 
tri-weekly  service  between  Galway  and  Aran  Islands, 
started  in  1892,  still  continued ; loan  made  to  com- 
pany in  1896  of  £2,300,  since  repaid ; found  better 
to  improve  Aran  service  than  call  at  places  on  the 
main  land;  (6)  £300  a year  in  1896  for  service  from 
Westport  and  Clifden  to  Belmullet,  discontinued  in- 
1896;  (c)  £250  for  service  between  Sligo  and  Broad- 
haven  for  nine  months  in  1897 ; (d)  £600  a year  in 
1898  for  service  between  Londonderry  and  Donegal, 
calling,  as  weather  permitted,  at  Burtonporfc,  etc.  I 
stopped  in  1901;  ( e ) £500  a year  to  Clyde  Shipping 
Company  in  1001  for  weekly  service  on  South-West 
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coast,  discontinued  in  1903,  as  Board  would  not  in- 
crease the  subsidy  in  view  of  local  opposition ; in  1905 
Board  gave  undertaking  not  to  subsidise  any  steamer 
on  that  coast  except  purely  local  ones,  and  concluded 
arrangement  with  railway  companies  for  fixing  special 
reduced  railway  rates  to  Sneem,  and  by  which  ex- 
isting rates  for  goods  would  not  be  increased ; 
(/)  small  steamer  chartered  for  several  seasons  be- 
tween Blacksod  and  Tonragee,  cost  in  six  years 
£2,375 ; (g)  subsidy  to  Bantry  Bay  Steamboat  Com- 
pany in  winter  of  1903-4  to  take  herrings  to  market; 
total  £17,080  in  fourteen  years,  1187-90.— Districts 
did  not  suffer  from  arrangements  with  railway  com- 
panies instead  of  steamers;  no  complaints  received, 
1191. — Pier  constructed  at  Sneem  for  several  steamers 
landing  there,  1192-3. 

Nurses’  Residences. 

Board  built  five  cottages  for  Lady  Dudley’s  nurses' 
residences  at  cost  of  £350  each ; nursing  institution 
paid  interest  on  capital,  1195. 

Question  of  merging  of  Board  in  Estates  Com- 
missioners. 

Estates  Commissioners  had  full  liberty  to  purchase 
estates  in  congested  districts;  under  Act  of  1903  it 
rested  with  landlord  whether  he  should  deal  with 
them  or  the  Board,  1197-9. — Distinction  in  dealing 
with  such  estates  was  that  Commissioners  could  only 
lose  10  per  cent. ; Board  unlimited,  1200. — Commis- 
sioners had  power  to  deal  with  estates  in  the  same 
way  as  Board,  1201-2,  1204-5. — Boar,!  had  powers 
before  Commissioners  were  created,  1203. — two  agen- 
cies doing  same  work  in  same  area,  1206. — Estates 
in  non-congested  districts  more  rapidly  dealt  with ; 
they  required  less  arrangement,  1208. — Mode  of  treat- 
ment would  differ  in  different  circumstances,  1209. — 
It  might  also  differ  where  circumstances  were  similar, 
1210. — One  case  where  Board  and  Commissioners 
bought  adjacent  estates,  1211. — No  arrangement  made 
for  preventing  that,  1214. — Some  inconvenience  in 
similar  estates  being  treated  differently,  1216. 

Delay  in  Vesting  Estates. 

Estates  purchased  by  Board  vested  by  Estates  Com- 
missioners since  Act  of  1903,  1219. — Many  estates 
purchased  by  Board  since  then,  1220. — Very  few 
vested  up  to  end  of  last  financial  year;  more  rapid 
progress  since ; total  value  of  estates  purchased  under 
Act,  £1,172,000  ; value  of  twelve  vested  by  Commis- 
sioners, £203,000  ; ten  vested  by  Land  Judge;  minority 
of  property  purchased  through  Land  Judges’  Court, 
1221. — Two  years  elapsed  in  many  cases  between  pur- 
chase and  vesting,  1222. — Improvements  could  not  be 
made  in  interval,  1223. — Great  dissatisfaction  caused 
by  delay,  1224. — People  thought  Board  responsible, 
1225,  1230. — Delay  caused  by  want  of  funds ; no  ar- 
rangement since  Act  of  1903  for  allotting  Board 
separate  portion  of  purchase  funds,  1226. — Time  of 
great  importance  in  settling  estates ; tenants  im- 
patient; delay  great  disadvantage,  1227-9,  1231. — 
Board  frequently  urged  expedition  on  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, 1232. — Machinery  handicapped  Board ; settling 
title  often  the  difficulty;  was  the  fault  of  system  of 
land  tenure;  absence  of  registration  of  land,  1233. — 
Commissioners’  legal  staff  and  funds  insufficient  for 
work,  1234,  1248,  1272-3,  1309-10. — Estates  purchased 
by  Board  in  1904  still  unvested  on  31st  March,  1905, 
1238,  1241-2. — Only  two  of  those  still  remained  un- 
vested, 1243. — A great  many  purchased  in  1905  not 
vested  yet,  1244. — Improvement  in  expedition  since 
Sir  A.  MacDonnell  took  a strong  line  in  the  matter, 
1246-7. — Delay  often  led  to  loss  of  a year  in  improve- 
ments, which  could  only  be  done  at  one  time  of  year, 
1249. — When  Board  agreed  with  landlord  for  purchase 
of  an  estate,  their  solicitor  drew  up  an  agreement ; then 
vendor’s  solicitor  prepared  forms  required  by  statute, 
called  originating  request;  that  was  lodged  with 
Board  and  sent  Dy  them  to  Estates  Commissioners, 
whose  legal  staff  inquired  into  title  and  completed 
transfer,  1250. — Stipulation  made  that  Board  should 
receive  rents  from  a certain  date,  1251. — Pending  pur- 
chase they  were  the  landlords,  1252. — They  could  not 
make  improvements  for  fear  purchase  fell  through, 
1253,  1262-3. — Also  landlords’  action  was  paralysed 
by  Act  of  1881,  1254-5. — No  delay  if  Commissioners 
had  larger  staff  and  more  money,  1256-7. — Board 
merely  collectors  of  the  rent  in  the  interregnum, 
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1259. — Under  Act  of  1881,  landlord  had  certain 
powers  to  interfere  with  holdings,  1261. — When  estate 
was  vested  Board  had  certain  powers  of  interference, 
tenants  not  necessarily  always  consulted,  1264-5. — 
Vesting  and  provision  of  money  generally  simul- 
taneous; money  distributed  by  Commissioners,  not 
through  Board,  1266.— Board’s  powers  of  purchase 
practically  unlimited  and  Commissioners’  funds  very 
limited,  1267-8.— Sure  to  be  lack  of  funds  if  both 
bought  land  largely  ; Board’s  purchases  should  not 
be  delayed  because  other  purchases  were  excessive, 
1269,  1284. — Since  1903  Board  had  demanded 

£1,200,000  of  Commissioners’  in  respect  of  land,  1270. 

— Treasury  provided  £17,000,000,  £700,000  paid  to 
Board,  balance  not  yet  vested,  1271. — Large  number 
of  estates  could  be  dealt  with  more  economically  than 
a few,  1274-5. — Speed  depended  on  staff,  1276. — Speed 
of  investigation  of  title  depended  on  number  of  cases 
and  trouble  of  each,  one  did  not  affect  another,  1277-8. 

Allocation  of  certain  sum  for  Board’s  purposes  of 
each  loan  raised  arranged  provisionally  when  Act  of 
1903  was  passed,  1303. — Legal  objection  raised  to  giv- 
ing precedence  to  Board's  estates  in  matter  of  reading 
title,  1304.— If  precedence  were  not  given  Board  would 
have  -to  wait  years  before  they  could  deal  with  estates, 
1305-7. — Board  objected,  and  their  estates  now  had 
the  title  investigated  forthwith,  1308. — Interpretation 
of  the  law  one  great  cause  of  the  delay  in  vesting 
estates;  rapid  progress  only  made  since  July;  want 
of  staff  secondary  cause  and  really  must  have  had 
little  to  do  with  it;  lack  of  funds  a third  reason, 
1309-15. 

Limitations  on  Powers  of  Purchase. 

Certain  limit  to  purchase  powers  of  both 
Board  and  Commissioners,  1279. — Commissioners 
might  have  untenanted  land  up  to  value  of 
£5,000,000  on  their  hands  at  once ; Board 
limited  to  £1,250,000,  1280-1,  1285,  1296-7.— Limit 
so  high  practically  no  obstruction,  1282. — Act  of  1903, 
section  40,  imposed  a limit  of  thirty  times  the  annual 
value  of  the  guarantee  fund  for  each  county,  1284, 
1286-7. — Guarantee  Fund,  £3,000,000  a year,  amount 
of  purchase  could  be  raised  by  Treasury  to 
£180,000,000  ; no  restriction  short  of  that  if  money 
were  found,  1288-90,  1294. — Limit,  £90,000,000  with- 
out reference  to  Treasury,  1290. — Advances  allowed  by 
Estates  Commissioners  up  to  that  under  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts,  1291-2. — Deducting  shares  of  municipal 
boroughs,  Guarantee  Fund  capitalised  for  counties  in 
1904  was  £75,000,000,  1295. — Board’s  limit  of  amount 
of  land  never  nearly  approached,  1298. 

90,000  acres  had  been  bought  by  Board,  £330,000 
given  for  untenanted  land  under  Act  of  1903, 
£120,000  under  previous  Acts,  1299. — Board  getting, 
more  in  rent  from  grazing  lands  than  they  were 
paying  Land  Commission,  1301. 

Agricultural  Operations. 

Board’s  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  gave  summary 
of  agricultural  work  carried  on  by  them  when  it 
was  transferred  to  Agricultural  Department ; sums 
provided  in  estimate  for  1902-3: — £4,480  for  im- 
provement of  breeds  of  horses  and  asses,  £5,800  for 
cattle,  £1,150  for  sheep,  £650  for  swine,  £450  for 
poultry,  £1,100  for  bee-keeping. — Animals  stationed 
in  congested  districts  were  28  horses,  29  asses  for 
service,  37  mares  and  foals  in  Loughglynn  stud ; 
stud  farm  94  horses,  mares,  foals,  and  asses,  20  other 
stock  ; bulls,  237  ; twent-y-seven  sheep-dipping  stations, 
53,000  sheep  dipped  ; 63  rams  sold  (1901),  79  boars 
in  districts,  48  sold ; fifty-six  poultry  farms,  53,185 
eggs  distributed;  100  hives  and  bee  outfits  provided. 
38  cases  of  foul  breed  dealt  with,  3,360  sections  of 
honey  purchased,  1,600  lbs.  run  honey  purchased  iiv 
1902 ; 335  spraying  machines  sold  in  1902 ; 

lectures  and  demonstrations  on  potato  spraying 
given  in  seven  districts;  fifteen  example  holdings  in 
operation;  173  experimental  plots;  12,065  fruit  trees 
sold  in  1902,  156,000  forest  trees  distributed ; 260 
cwt.  of  potato  seed  for  early  potato  culture  given  to 
160  applicants ; 47.615  yards  of  fencing  erected  ; 
grants  given  to  fifteen  shows,  1316. — Proceeds  of 
manures.  £2,750,  repayable;  £100  for  agricultural 
implements,  £125  for  encouraging  growth  of  fruit 
trees,  £458  for  forestry,  £18,155  provided  for  in  ex- 
penditure, £7,175  anticipated  receipts,  net  expendi- 
ture, £11,000. 
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Transfer  or  Board’s  Work  to  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Agricultural  work  of  Board  transferred  to  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  on  31st  March,  1904,  Board 
undertaking  to  contribute  £2,000  a year,  962. 

Department  took  over  entire  agricultural  improve- 
ment for  £2,000  a year ; results  of  transfer 
unknown  to  Board ; rates  on  congested  dis- 

tricts for  agricultural  purposes,  £2,400 ; if  De- 
partment had  contributed  at  same  rate  as  at  first 
grant  would  have  been  £3,000,  making  total  of  £5,400 
available;  Board  used  to  spend  double  that,  irrespec- 
tive of  rates,  1317-8. — No  direct  complaints  of  De- 
partment received,  1321. — Department’s  report  did 
not  show  congested  districts  separately,  1322. — Trans- 
fer accomplished  chiefly  because  there  were  two  de- 
partments working  in  one  area;  congested  districts 
rated  under  Act  of  1899,  and  money  so  raised  spent 
by  Department ; extreme  case  of  overlapping,  1322-3, 
1325-6. — Board’s  income  gained  £9,000  by  transac- 
tion, as  they  only  contributed  £2,000  as  against 
£11,000  they  used  to  spend;  Mr.  Wyndham  wished 
Board  to  devote  more  attention  to  estates  business, 
1324,  1342-3.— -Special  Act  passed  later  enabling 

- County  Councils  to  confine  rates  to  non-congested 
districts;  it  was  never  carried  out,  1327. — Depart- 
ment’s work  done  jointly  with  County  firm-noils; 
grant  given  in  addition  to  local  rates,  1328. — After 
estates  were  improved,  Board  went  on  to  improve  agri- 
culture, etc.,  1329-30. — Estate  handed  to  tenant  when 
improved,  1331. — In  July,  1906,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture passed  a resolution  asking  for  more  funds  for 
agricultural  work  in  congested  districts,  as  the  non- 

- congested  areas  required  their  full  share  of  Endow- 
ment Fund,  and  stating  that  it  had  been  understood 
Department  would  be  recouped  for  the  expenditure 
above  their  contribution  ; Board  repudiated  liability  ; 
they  would  be  legally  unable  to  contribute  towards  the 
£10,000  spent  by  Department  on  seed  potatoes,  1333-4. 
—Funds  had  been  handed  over  to  Department  which 
belonged  to  country  generally,  1335-6.— Board  pro- 

1\37  41  fr°m  l0Sing  by  Sale  °f  S6ed  P°tatoes>  1333< 
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1380.— Treasury  had  no  power  to  increase  Board’s 
income  without  Act  of  Parliament,  1382.— Parlia- 
mentary grant  of  £25,000  voted  annually,  practically 
permanent,  other  sources  of  income  permanent,  1383. 
— Increased  ra.pich.ty  of  purchase  was  due  to  fact 
that  opportunity  would  soon  be  gone,  as  Purchase 
Acts  were  disposing  of  land,  1384-5.— 'Present  staff 
sufficient  for  dealing  with  amount  of  land,  1386- 
More  than  enough  if  Board  had  not  accumulated  so 
much  land,  some  estates  must  wait,  staff  could  not 
deal  with  them,  1387. — Board’s  fixed  income,  £86,000 
a year,  £41,250  from  Church  Surplus,  £25,000  voted 
annually  by  Parliament,  £20,000  Development 
Grant  voted  annually,  given  by  Act  of  1903,  when 
it  was  recognised  Board  required  more  income 
£20,000  insufficient,  another  £20,000  required,  1388-97! 
— Limit  of  value  of  untenanted  land  which  Congested 
Districts  Board  might  hold  at  a time  under  Act  of 
1903  was  thirty  times  the  interest  on  Church  Surplus 
Grant,  or  £1,237,000,  1398-9. — Only  one-fourth  that 
amount  bought  since  Act  was  passed,  1400-1. — £20,000 
would  meet  loss  on  £400,000  a year  turn-over 
turn-over  inadequate  to  meet  urgent  necessity  for 
speedy  purchase,  1403-5.—  Board  hardly  liked  to  ask 
for  as  much  as  they  thought  they  ought  to  have 
1406. — About  £400,000  a year  spent  on  purchase 
since  Act  was  passed,  1407-8. — £1,300,000  worth  of 
property  in  hand,  1409. — Of  £60,000  expected  from 
Land  Commission  part  received,  greater  part  to  come 
this  year,  only  £10,000  or  £15,000  to  come  next 
year,  1410. — Were  it  not  for  this  Board  would 

be  unable  to  dispose  of  property  for  four-  years  to 
come,  crisis  would  have  come  two  years  ago,  1411.— 
Would  take  four  years  to  dispose  of  property  in  pre- 
sent circumstances,  1412. — 'Treasury’s  recent  circulars 
placed  Board  in  critical  position,  Board  appealed  to 
Government  to  further  policy  commenced  in  1891, 
1413-4. — They  were  reduced  to  impotence  if  Govern- 
ment refused,  1415. — Progress  would  not  be  satisfac- 
tory even  with  increase  of  £20,000,  three  times  the 
work  oould  be  done,  great  many  years  still  required 
to  deal  with  all  poor  holdings,  1416-7. 

Rate  of  Settlement. 


An  increase  of  Board’s  Income  wanted. 

£11,000  available  for  estates  business  out  of  income 
was  calculated  subsequent  to  transfer  of  agricultural 
work,  1343. — £140,000  value  of  land  Board  could  turn 
over;  if  they  turned  over  £400,000  their  income  could 
not  bear  8 per  cent,  loss,  1344. — £9,000  saved  off 
agriculture  merged  in  general  fund,  1345-6. 

Board  at  end  of  its  tether ; £20,000  a year  more 
wanted  for  it  to  continue  work  next  year ; they  also 
required  to  borrow  money  for  purchase  of  tenants’ 
interest ; no  provision  for  that,  1340,  1354,  1372. — 
Treasury  had  suggested  Board  should  stop  operations 
till  fresh  funds  were  obtained,  1350. — Treasury's  last 
letter  had  not  been  replied  to,  1353. — £60,000  or 
£70,000  being  recovered  on  re-sale  to  tenants  would 
help  to  finance  property  on  hand  at  present,  1355.— 
£64,000  expected  this  year,  1356.— It  was  money  put 
into  estates  out  of  Board’s  income,  1357. — Board  lost 
•on  it ; were  getting  back  a proportion  from  Land  Com- 
mission ; derived  from  operations  previous  to  1903, 
1358-9. — Under  Act  of  1903  National  Debt  Commis- 
sioners could  advance  to  Land  Commission  for  repay- 
. ment  to  Board  sums  representing  increase  of  price  con- 
sequent on  improvements,  1360-1.— Board  still  in  want 
of  funds,  1362. — £25,000  probably  the  minimum  re- 
quired, 1363. — £400,000,  the  pi'ice  of  land,  did  not  go 
through  Board’s  hands,  1364,  1368.— Lack  of  funds  due 
to  inability  to  carry  out  work  without  loss  of  income, 
1365;  £20,000  wanted  to  cover  that  loss,  and  to 
admit  of  further  loss,  1366-7.— £32,000  must  be 
lost  on  £400,000  capital,  1369-70.— Board’s  work 
must  stop  unless  they  got  fresh  funds,  1373.— In- 
crease of  pace  of  working  caused  need  for  addi- 
t-ional  income,  it  had  increased  since  passing  of  Act, 
37-;;5-~TreaSU7  °nly  scrutinised  Board’s  estimates 
nen?ai1^e7pened  *otJfr<?m  but  from  Govern- 
ment  1376-7 —Board  admitted  their  expenditure  was 
greater  than  income,  but  their  work  would  be  ridi- 
cubus  unless  they  bought  estates  at  greater  pace, 
1377.— Treasury  had  said  they  could  do  so  this  year 
out  estimate’s  must,  be  revised  next  year,  1378.— Board 
had  no  income  that  had  not  been  given  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  1379.— Treasury  only  guardians  of  public 
purse,  Board  must  go  to  Government'  for  increase, 


98,000  holdings  in  congested  districts,  1419.— Later 
return  gave  85,900,  1419  ; a million  acres  of  land  worth 
10s.  an  acre,  or  £500,000  yearly  required  to  raise  valu- 
ation to  £10,  at  which  holdings  became  economic,  1420, 
1432. — Land  could  not  be  acquired  under  £14,000,000, 
or  twenty-eight  years’  purchase,  1421-2,  1432.-55,000 
holdings  under  £4  valuation,  1423. — Average  poor 
law  valuation  of  98,000  holdings  was  £5  per  family, 
that  was  uneconomic,  1424-5,  1443. — £300,000  repre- 
sented lowest  annual  turn-over  of  land,  1426.— 
Forty-six  and  two-third  years  necessary  at  that  rate 
to  deal  with  congested  areas,  1427,  1435,  1472. — With 
turn-over  of  £140,000  per  annum,  100  years  required, 
task  would  be  hopeless,  1429. — Several  thousand  un- 
economic holdings  outside  scheduled  areas,  1430.— 
They  were  dealt  with  by  Estates  Commissioners,  plenty 
of  work  for  both  Departments,  1431. — When  Land  Act 
was  introduced,  it  was  hoped  all  tenants  would  become 
peasant  proprietors  in  fifteen  years,  1433-4.— To  do  it 
in  ten  years,  income  of  £112,000  required,  1436. 

Compulsory  Powers  needed. 

Even  with  that  sum  a great  amount  of 
land  would  be  out  of  reach  at  end  of  ten 
years,  compulsory  powers  were  therefore  required, 
1437. — -Board  had  communicated  tlieir  views  that  com- 
pulsion was  necessary,  in  their  Fourth  Annual  Report 
to  Lord  Lieutenant,  1438,  1439-40. — Everything  should 
be  done  on  larger  scale  by  Board  ; much  depended  on 
Estates  Commissioners’  action  outside  Board’s  area, 
1441. — Congestion  could  be  relieved  in  other  ways  be- 
sides land  purchase  ; Board  started  fisheries,  etc.,  1442. 
— In  applying  for  increase  of  income,  Board  only 
hoped  to  be  able  to  deal  with  a moderate  amount  of 
land  each  year,  not  to  reach  all  the  98,000  holdings; 
Mr.  Doran  thought  if  people  were  willing  to  migrate, 
and  enough  grass  land  were  obtainable,  all  might  be 
reached,  1444,  1447. — Many  landholders  on  and  near 
coast,  1445-6. — 'Less  than  forty-six  and  two-third 
years  required  to  benefit  proportion  of  small  holders 
affected  by  land  operations,  1448-1473.— Reason  Boa.i’d 
wanted  increased  income  was  because  vast  quantities 
of  land  had  come  into  their  hands  under  voluntary 
system,  1449. — Compulsory  powers  needed  to  purchase 
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untenanted  land,  not  tenanted,  1450-1,  1453,  1456. — 
In  dealing  with  an  estate,  Board  trok  tenanted  and 
untenanted  land  together,  1452,  1455-6. — Grass  lands 
in  County  Roscommon  wanted,  some  at  a dis- 
tance from  the  congested  area.  1453-4. — Purchase  of 
untenanted  land  entailed  no  loss,  it  could  be  grazed 
and  worked  independently  at  a profit ; dealing  with 
land  and  re-selling  improved  holdings  caused  loss, 
1457-8. — Tenanted  land  not  wanted  outside  congested 
areas  unless  for  purpose  of  obtaining  untenanted  land 
on  same  estate,  1459.— Compulsory  powers  wanted  for 
land  in  congested  areas  as  well  as  outside,  1460.— 
They  would  not  necessarily  mean  increase  of  annual 
loss,  more  land  would  not  be  purchased  than  could 
be  "dealt  with,  and  such  land  could  be  bought  as 
would  lead  to  an  annual  profit,  1461. — Vast  bulk  of 
land  at  present  owned  was  tenanted  ; money  lost  on 
re-sale  of  land,  1462. — Board  would  have  option  of 
purchasing  estate  or  leaving  it ; unless  landlord  sold 
fair  proportion  of  untenanted  land,  Beard  could 
refuse  to  declare  it  an  estate,  and  landlord  could  not 
get  bonus,  1463. — Board  had  power,  concurrent  with 
power  of  Estates  Commissioners,  in  dealing  with  their 
own  estates  to  declare  property  to  be  an  estate,  1464-7, 
1468. — Power  originally  meant  to  apply  to  estates 
i old  direct  by  landlord  to  tenant,  and  prevent  sale 
of  small  uneconomic  holdings  and  retention  of  un- 
tenanted lands,  1167. — No  danger  of  Board  buying 
untenanted  land  oB  estate  and  leaving  tenanted, 
unless  holdings  were  already  economic,  when  there 
would  be  no  necessity  to  buy,  1169-70. — Friction 
would  be  created  if  tenants  were  brought  from  a 
distance  to  settle  on  land  when  there  were  uneconomic 
holdings  in  neighbourhood,  1171. 


Migration  and  Land  Problem. 

People  on  coast  could  not  be  reached  by  land 
operations  unless  migrated,  their  hope  lay  in  fisheries, 
1474-5.— Board’s  work  would  be  to  improve  industries 
and  other  resources  for  people  whose  land  hope- 
less, coast  people  derived  something  from  land,  1476. 
— Land  unimprovable  in  some  districts,  1477. — Other 
things  must  be  looked  to  to  improve  their  lot,  1478. — 
Industries  could  not  be  developed  for  people  to  reach 
satisfactory  condition,  if  they  did  not  emigrate  they 
must  migrate,  they  would  probably  lose  their  dislike 
to  it,  1479-85,  1491. — Expense  of  migration  would  fall 
on.  Board,  I486. — Therefore  those  cases  were  not. 
really  excluded  from  Beard’s  work,  1487,  1490. — 
Hand  Would  never  be  vacated  altogether,  1488. — 
Even  in  South  Connemara,  where  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  agriculture,  1489. — Board  had  reached 
15,000  tenants  already,  large  number  of  these  still 
had  uneconomic  holdings,  which  Board  hoped  to  en- 
large in  time,  1490. 

If  holdings  on  coasts  whose  occupants  were  engaged 
in  fishing  were  deducted  from  the  98,000  to  be  dealt 
with  their  number  would  be  exceeded  by  the  uneco- 
nomic holdings  in  unscheduled  areas,  1491-2. — Num- 
ber of  holdings  on  Dillon  estate  had  become  economic 
through  reclamation,  1493. — Large  portion  of  holdings 
in  'West  of  Ireland  might  be  similarly  improved  under 
auspices  of  Board' after  re-sale,  1494-5.— By  improved 
methods  of  agriculture  value  could  be  increased  by 
half  or  even  doubled,  1496. — Problem  of  improving 
not  co-extensive  with  that  of  increasing  98,000  hold- 
ings,  £14,000,000  worth  of  land  very  outside  estimate, 
1497. 

Many  small  occupiers  in  unscheduled  areas,  1498. 
—9,000  occupiers  in  County  Mayo  under  £8  valua- 
tion, three-fourths  of  which  were  under  £4  valuation, 
live  in  electoral  division,  which  did  not  answer  to 
definition  of  congested,  1500. 


Relations  of  Congested  Districts  Board  wit 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society. 

Relations  of  Congested  Districts  Board  with  Iris 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  shown  from  ej 
tracts  from  Board's  minutes: — On  consideration  c 
advancement  of  co-operative  dairying  by  Sir  Hora< 
trunke-tt  £250  voted  towards  promoting  objects  < 
Society  in  congested  districts  ; account  to  be  taken  c 
action  of  Society  when  grant  of  £200  had  been  paid 
±.250  to  lie  paid  for  training  organisers  and  to  promotir 
^operative  dairying  in  congested  districts ; loan  c 
proa  gl!“i  * to  cs*abhsh  creamery  at  Aughadown 
£500  voted  for  purchase  and  re-sale  of  seeds;  Agricu 
tnral  Yf«?TUS,lh°n  Society  asked  to  carry  out  proiec; 
and  £200  voted  for  their  expenses  in  executin 
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scheme ; this  was  rescinded,  and  £500  granted  to  be 
used  through  Agricultural  Department  of  Land  Com- 
mission apart  from  Society’s  work ; £25  granted  for 
organisation  of  Agricultural  Co-operative  Society  with 
object  of  developing  eg?  and  poultry  industry  ; further 
grant  for  salary  of  expert  egg  packer  and  sorter ; loan, 
of  £100  for  capital  expenditure  of  proposed  Society. 
— It  was  thought  work  of  agricultural  branch  of 
Board  and  Irish  Agricultural  Society  should  be  inde- 
pendent ; £200  granted  to  Society  for  organisation  of 
Agricultural  Co-operative  Societies  in  congested  dis- 
tricts on  lines  indicated  in  scheme  in  previous 
minute ; in  1896  Boai-d  refused  to  make  grant  that 
would  put  them  in  the  position  of  joining  in  execu- 
tive work  of  any  co-operative  society ; request  for 
grant  to  I.A.O.S'.  for  expenses  in  connection  with  sale 
of  seeds  and  manures  refused  in  1897 ; £100  granted 
to  Society  in  October,  1897  for  organising  agricultural 
credit  societies  as  hanks  on  condition  that  organiser 
was  not  employed  on  other  work  for  Society  while 
so  engaged ; £2,555  12s.  lid.  paid  to  Society  for 
organising  and  inspecting  agricultural  hanks  and  co- 
operative societies  ; loans  of  £400  to  Skibbereen  Co- 
operative Daily  Company,  and  £50  to  Kilasser  Co- 
operative Society,  the  only  ones  made,  and  they  had 
been  re-paid. — Irish  section  of  Co-operative  Union  of 
Stores  started  before  I.A.O.S.  ; subsidy  given  by  Co- 
operative Union  of  £200  or  £300  a year ; agricultural 
co-operation  found  more  useful  than  stores  ; Union's- 
subsidy  stopped  and  I.A.O.S.  started ; Irish  section 
of  Union  amalgamated  with  Scotch,  and  organisation 
of  stores  in  North  of  Ireland  carried  on  under  Scot- 
tish Branch ; Irish  section  would  soon  have  to  he  re- 
started if  it  was  not  done  already. — I.A.O.S.  estab- 
lished many  village  libraries ; in  1902  Board  made 
grants  of  £3  to  eighteen  of  these ; Department  of 
Agriculture  subsequently  took  that  business  over,  and 
Board  made  several  grants  through  them,  1501. 

Congestion  in  County  Leitrim. 

Population  of  Leitrim  no  longer  within  definition 
of  congested,  because  it  was  reduced  by  emigration — 
not  because  of  improvement  in  condition,  1502. — Poor 
rates  struck  before,  and  since  Local  Government  Act 
could  not  be  compared  ; ratio  of  number  of  persons  in 
workhouses  and  population  almost  stationary  ; cost  of 
maintenance  and  outdoor  relief  increased,  1502-3. 

Emigration  not  promoted  by  the  Board. 

Board  was  created  for  aiding  migration  or  emigra- 
tion, 1504. — They  decided  at  the  beginning  not  to  as- 
sist emigration,  1505-6. — They  never  suggested  it  to 
the  people,  who  knew  they  could  go  if  they  had  the 
money,  1507-9. — Board  sometimes  bought  farms  from 
people  who  had  no  able-bodied  men  to  work  them, 
and  who  intended  to  emigrate  and  join  their  families, 
1509. — Sale  of  holdings  gave  the  means  to  emigrate ; 
Board  never  gave  grant-,  1510. — Emigration  never 
taken  up  as  part  of  Board’s  policy,  1511. 


Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  F.  TF.  D.  Mitchell. 


Memoranda  : — 

1.  Iterations  of  Congested  Districts  Board  with  ‘ 
Irish  Land  Commission, 

2 tn<B  E'rj,enditure  °f  tJie  Congested 

3.  Delations  of  Congested  Districts  Board  with 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

4.  Parish  Committees,  ... 

5.  Counsel’s  opinion  on  power  of ' Congested 

Districts  Board  to  make  roads,  etc., 

6.  Seasons  for  withdrawal  of  certain  subsidies 

to  steamer  services. 

Tables : — 


1.  Sowing  shares  of  counties  in  Guarantee 

2.  Statistics  relating  to  Guarantee  Fund, 

3.  Apportionment  of  Guarantee  Fund,  . 

4.  Receipts  and  Expenditure  in  respect  of 

barrel-making, 

5.  Irish  boat  building,  . 

6.  Rates  struck  under  Agricultural  and  Techni- 

cal Instruction  Acts,  . 

7.  Prices  paid  for  Land  by  the  Congested  Dis- 

tricts Board, 
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Constitution  and  Administration  of  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  constituted  under  section 
34  of  Act  of  1891.  Board  consisted  of  ten  members, 
two,  Chief  Secretary  and  Under-Secretary  ex-officio, 
five  appointed  by  the  Crown,  three  temporary,  also 
appointed  by  the  Crown.  Board  to  continue 
twenty  yeairs  from  5th  Au»usc,  1891,  and  there- 
after till  Parliament  should  otherwise  determine. 
Lord  Lieutenant  empowered  to  direct  officers  of 
Land  Commission  to  discharge  secretarial  and  other 
duties,  officers  for  the  purpose  being  added  to  per- 
manent staff  of  Land  Commission  in  order  that  they 
might  get  pension;  employment  under  the  Board  a 
temporary  body  not  carrying  right  to  pension. 
Land  Commission  having  claimed  right  to  recom- 
mend officers  to  be  transferred,  these  provisions 
were  repealed  by  Act  of  1894,  which  empowered 
Lord  Lieutenant,  with  Treasury  sanction,  to  authorise 
Board  to  appoint  officers,  every  officer  except  Secre- 
tary and  Under  Secretary,  to  be  selected  by  open  com- 
petition according  to  Civil  Service  Commissioners' 
regulations. — Temporary  officers  appointed  by 
Board  without  reference  to  Lord  Lieutenant. 
Salaries,  &c.,  of  officers  and  administrative  ex- 
penses of  Board  were  to  be  fixed  by  the  Treasury 
and  paid  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament. 
When  Board’s  increasing  work  required  additional 
officials  Treasury  contended  that  salaries  of  inspec- 
tors and  other  outdoor  officials  and  legal  expenses 
of  Board  should  be  paid  out  of  Board’s  annual  in- 
come.— Expenses  of  indoor  staff  only  were  placed 
on  Parliamentary  vote  up  to  1894  of  outdoor  staff, 
bringing  total  contribution  from  Parliamentary 
votes  up  to  £9,300  a year.— In  1899  grant  of  £25,00 Q 
a year  was  made  in  lieu  of  £9,300  on  condition  that 
for  any  sum  assigned  out  of  grant  for  administrative 
purposes,  Board  should  contribute  from  its  other 
resources  a sum  equal  to  one-half.  Arrange- 
ment with  Agricultural  Department  of  Land 
Commission  in  1891  that  they  should  carry 
out  such  agricultural  operations  as  Board  might 
delegate  to  them ; salaries  of  agricultural  staff  of 
P0nirnissi0n  charged  to  Land  Commission  vote 
at  first;  Board  subsequently  agreed  to  pay  salaries 
of  three  clerks  engaged  solely  on  their  business,  1513. 


Staff  of  Board. 


In  1897  Board  took  over  their  Agricultural  business 
and  a portion  of  clerical  staff  of  Land  Commission, 
Mr.  Porter’s  services  continuing  to  be  at  Board’s 
disposal.  Mr.  Porter  was  transferred  to  Department 
of  Agriculture  in  1900  and  continued  to  act  for 
the  Board  till  1904,  when  some  of  Board’s  agricul- 
tural work  with  outdoor,  and  most  of  clerical  staff, 
was  taken  over  by  Department,  1513. 


Expenditure  on  Piers,  Boatslips,  etc. 

Board- Yith  Treasury  approval,  allocated 
£50,000  out  of  Fishery  Loan  Funds  to  be  expended 
on  piers  boatslips  &c.,  1513,  1515,-Fund  originally 
1514  5ltable  fUndj  tran3ferred  t0  Bl>ard  in  1891, 

Hon.  Mr.  Parsons  appointed  by  Board  as  their 
engineer,  with  four  resident  engineers  in  charge  of 
f‘2ts  under  him.  Mr.  Parsons’  services  dis- 

pensed with  m 1896 ; services  of  two  resident  engineers 
dispensed  with  shortly  after;  Mr.  F.  T.  G Gahan 
.continued  to  act  as  general  inspector  till  he  become 
land  inspector;  Mr.  C.  J.  Oliver  became  engineer 
^ihe-B0%r‘Li11  t190d  Mr-  0t‘ver  and  his  staff 
DePartmen-t  of  Agriculture. 

Present  administrative  staff  consisted  of  indoor 

staff  (permanent),  secretary,  assistant  secretary  and 
accountant,  chief  clerk,  first-class  clerk,  four  third- 
class  clerks  two  assistant  clerks,  oiie  solicitor 
nortrS1^ , clerk* -Outdoor  staff  (tem- 

porary), chief  land  inspector,  assistant  chief  land 
inspector,  four  land  inspectors,  two  land  valuenf 
seven  land  inspector  s clerks,  inspector  of  industries’ 
superintendent  of  fisheries,  five  local  agente  em 
gineer.  Temporary  staff  employed,  and  their  salaries 
and  expenses  provided  for  under  head  of  manage- 


masters,  grazing  stock  manager, 


Cost  of  Administration. 

Cost  of  administration  should  not  be  measured  b. 
Board  s faxed  income ; Board  received  and  paid  1 
large  amount  of  money  in  small  sums  1517  * 
£60,000  received  from  small  tenants  last  year  1517 
1521-4.— Administrative  expenses  now  about  £31  ono’ 
including  law  costs  and  staff  in  the  country,  1518  ' 

Loans  from  Board  of  Works. 

Congested  Districts  Board  could  borrow  ud  tn 
£10,000  from  Board  of  Works,  and  utilise  loan  up  f0 
two-thirds  in  issuing  loans  to  small  tenants  1527 

Congested  Districts  Board  collected  interest  on 
loans  from  tenants,  1528. 

Total  Receipts. 

Sum  received  in  interest  on  loans,  repayment  of 
loans,  rents,  &c.  last  year  was  £80,000  151 Q 
£123,000  included  other  receipts  besides  those  for 
rents  and  repayments  and  loans  by  Board  of  Works 

Ifnm  ~°n  fi?h6ry  !?ans  Board  20t  in  ^out 
£8,000  a year  m small  sums,  1526,-Gross  annual 
receipts  of  Board  £256,749,  1617.— Included  every- 
thing except  cash  received  from  Land  Commission 
for  guaranteed  land  stock  lodged  for  redemption  of 
advances'  under  Land  Act  of  1896,  1529-30.— Report 
giving  total  annual  receipts  as  £238,000  was  for  1905  • 
witness’s  figures  for  1906,  1531-4.  ’ 

Guarantees  for  Payment  of  Purchase  Annuities. 

Security  for  advances  under  Land  Purchase  Act 
was  first  the  charge  on  the  land,  which  included 
interest  of  both  landlord  and  tenant,  leaving  in 
most  cases  a margin  equivalent  to  value  of  tenant 
right,  1537.— Secondly,  guarantee  given  by  Board  as 
charge  on  their  income  for  payment  of  annual  in- 
stalments, 1537-8. — Board’s  interest  on  Church  Sur- 
plus Grant  was  formerly  part  of  guarantee  fund,  but 
was  freed  by  Act  of  1903,  1539.- -Guarantee 

was  a continuing  but  reducing  liability,  1540-1. 
—Thirdly,  guarantee  fund  created  under  5th  section 
of  Act  of  1891,  1541,  1544.— Fund  varied  from  Year 
to  year;  at  time  of  passing  of  Act  of  1903 
it  was  estimated  at  £3,000,000,  1542— Fund 

consisted  of  cash  portion  and  contingent  por- 
tion, Irish  Probate  Duty  Grant,  and  £40,000 
paid  out  of  consolidated  fund  as  imperial  contribution, 
were  paid  yearly  to  cash  portion,  1544.— Contingent 
portion  consisted  of  rates  and  contributions  in  lieu 
of  rates  on  Government  property  in  Ireland  ; grants 
for  national  education  and  industrial  schools,  salaries 
ot  schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  and  of  medical 
officers  of  workhouses,  cost  of  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  in  Ireland,  and  contribution  in  aid  of 
maintenance  of  lunatics  in  connection  with  district 
asylums,  1544. — All  of  which  were  sums  contributed 
out  of  Imperial  funds,  1545.— Act  of  1903 
amoved  from  fund  the  Board’s  income  of 
£41,250,  and  put  in  agricultural  grant  made 
Local  Government  Act  of  1898,  representing 
£727,655  a year,  and  development  grant  of  £185,000 ; 
sum  of  £70,000  payable  to  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture  also  added  to  fund,  which  made  at  time  of 
introduction  of  Land  Bill  of  1903  a total  sum  of 
about  £3,000,000 ; cash  portion  consisted  of  public 
grants  amounting  to  £239,886  paid  to  local  authorities 
in  relief  of  rates  generally,  and  including  the  £5,000 
lyeaorJ0rmerl7  Paid  b'°  Royal  Dublin  Society  and 

. , £40,000  a year  called  Exchequer  contribution 
Paid  bo  local  authorities ; contingent  portion  in- 
cluded grant  of  £78,000  a year  formerly  payable 
to  National  Board  of  Education,  now  part  of  endow- 
ment of  Department  of  Agriculture,  Intermediate 
Education  Grant  of  £57,240  a year,  rates  on  Govern- 
ment property  £48,045  a year,  national  schools, 
£1,166,500,  industrial  schools,  £97,124,  grants  in  relief 
of  local  taxation,  £211,573  and  £79,000,  1546.— These 
sums  amounted  to  about  £3,000,000  ; sixty  times  this 
9um  represented  capital  of  £180,000,000  : thirty  times 
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a.  capital  of  £90,000,000,  Which  was  the  guarantee  to  the 
State  for  advances  for  special  purposes ; the  £3,000,000 
represented  an  annuity  which  would  pay  off  the  entire 
debt  of  £9,000,000  for  land  purchase  in  sixty-eight 
and  a half  years,  including  both  interest  ami  sink- 
ing fund,  1545.— Maximum  sum  that  could  be  ad- 
\ anccd  under  the  Act  was  £180,000,000;  without 
'Treasury  sanction,  £90,000,000,  1546.  Guarantee 

fund  apportioned  between  the  counties,  multiplying 
share  of  a countv  by  thirty  gave  borrowing  powers 
of  that  countv.  1546.— Limit  had  not  been  reached 
in  a congested  districts  county,  1548-9.— Board  now 
in  same  position  as  Land  Commission  as  regarded 
drawing  against  the  fund,  1547,  1549. 


O'BRIEN,  Mr.  J.  R. — continued. 

open  to  criticism',  very  poor  community  might  be  ex- 
cluded if  a good  grazing  were  situated  in  same  elec- 
toral division,  1589-90. — Valuation  remained  same  as 
at  Griffith's  valuation,  1591. — Date  of  Valuation  Act, 
1592. — Value  of  land  did  increase  under  operations  of 
Congested  Districts  Board,  re-valuation  needed  to  give 
the  whole  of  the  facts.,  1593-6. — Very  easy  to  dispose 
of  grass  lands  to  returned  emigrants  or  sons  of  solvent 
farmers,  but  that  was  not  the  function  of  tlie  Board, 
1611-2. — Witness  understood  that  there  were  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  re-valuation,  he  knew  report  of  Committee 
of  House  of  Commons,  1623-6.— Witness  was  not  aware 
of  any  loss  on  the  Dillon  estate,  1626-7. — Board  had 
hoped  to  dispose  of  the  house  and  the  sporting  rights, 
1629. 


Quorum  of  the  Board. 


Parish  Committees. 


Three  members  of  Board,  not  including  temporary 
members,  formed  a quorum,  any  act  of  the  Board 
might  be  certified  under  hands  of  three  members, 
1550. 

Preliminary  Survey  of  Congested  Districts. 

Elaborate  survey  and  statistics  obtained  for  con- 
gested districts,  report  gave  for  each  district  infor- 
mation as  to  industries  and  occupations  of  the  people, 
fisheries  as  well  as  industries,  1551,  1553.— 

Matters  discussed  by  Mr.  Micks  in  connection  with 
“little  budgets”  were  part  of  inquiry,  1552.— Local 
rates  not  shown  in  report,  1554-7. — Witness  had  taken 
•some  extracts  from  Lccal  Taxation  Reports,  1558.-- 
E migration  of  whole  families  not  included  in  report, 
1560. 

Cost  of  Administration  of  the  Board. 

Cost  of  clerical  staff  was  about  2 ^ per  cent,  on 
amount  of  rent  collected,  1562,  1564. — Outdoor  staff 
more  expensive  than  clerical  staff,  1563. — Total  _ sum 
administered  by  Board,  £256,000,  actual  administra- 
tion expenses,  £31,000.  1564-5. — Total  turnover  was 
roughly,  £500,000,  1567,  1570.— Administrative  ex- 
penses about  6 per  cent.,  1568-9,  1571. — £30,504  in- 
cluded all  heads  of  administration,  1572. 

Valuation  and  Population  of  Congested  Districts. 

Area  of  congested  districts.  3,626,382  acres,  valua- 
tion, £577,043,  population  in  1901.  505.723,  number 
of  electoral  divisions  scheduled,  429 ; electoral  divi- 
sions situated  in  forty-eight  Poor  Law  Unions  and 
eight  counties,  excluding  County  Clare ; six  of  the 
Poor  Law  unions,  Glenties  and  Dunfanaghv  in  Done- 
gal, Belmullet  in  Mayo,  Oughterard  in  Galway, 
■Oaherciveen  in  Kerry,  and  Castletown  in  Cork  were 
wholly  congested,  1578. — Valuation  per  head  30s.  and 
over  in  118  electoral  divisions  in  scheduled  area,  1578-9. 
— Thirty-one  of  these  were  specially  scheduled  by  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  1892,  increase  in  valuation  in  remaining 
eighty-seven  divisions  mainly  due  to  decrease  in  popu- 
lation by  emigration,  population  might  decrease  while 
valuation  remained  stationary  altering  ratio  without 
any  real  improvements.  1579,  1587-8 ; any  variation  in 
valuation  in  congested  districts  which  could  only  be 
small,  would  be  due  to  buildings,  1579-80. — Or  to 
decrease  in  popular  ion.  1580. 

Emigration. 

Emigration  meant  a drain  on  a district,  it 
was  the  young  people  who  went,  1581.  1597. — 

When  old  people  died  the  farm  would  be  taken  up 
by  younger  people  if  there  were  any,  1598-604. — Young 
men  were  often  migratory  labourers  and  loss  of  their 
assistance  was  serious.  1605  8,  1613-4,  1616. — Migra- 
tion was  different,  Board  could  not  migrate,  indivi- 
duals, only  families.  1609-10.—  Receipts  of  emigration 
much  less  than  receipts  of  migration  to  England, 
1614-5. — Continued  emigration  of  young  and  strong 
was  bound  to  toll  unfavourably  on  stamina  of  the 
population,  1617-22. 

Question  of  Re-Valuation. 

Return  handed  in  gave  population  as  well  as  varia- 
i-ion  in  valuation,  it  gave  particulars  for  Censuses 
from  1881-1901,  1582-6. — Ratio  of  population  to  valua- 
tion adopted  as  basis  for  definition  of  congestion  was 


Parish  Committee  scheme  started  in  1897  to 
encourage  small  holders  to  improve  their  holdings 
and  dwellings  by  means  of  prizes  and  small  grants, 
scheme  confined  for  first  year  to  Swinford  Union,  159 
Committees  now  operating,  34  in  Donegal,  22  in  Lei- 
trim, 10  in  Sligo,  44  in  Mayo,  8 in  Roscommon,  16 
in  Galway,  17  in  KeJrry,  8 in  Cork.  Total 
amount  of  grants  to  Committees  up  to  31 
March,  1906,  £40,576 ; each  Committee  appointed 
its  own  supervisor  subject  to  Board’s  approval  except 
in  Donegal,  supervisors  usually  paid  a lump  sum  for 
the  season  representing  about  10  per  cent,  on  grant, 
Committee  paying  half  out  of  grant,  Board  paying  other 
half ; in  Donegal  supervisor  were  engaged  through- 
out year  at  £1  5s.  a week  with  7s.  6tf.  a week  bicycle 
allowance,  whole  of  parishes  in  county  being  divided 
among  six  supervisors  ; during  six  years  ending  31st 
March,  1906,  16,333  grants  or  prizes  amounting  to 
£29,159  were  paid,  value  of  work  done  being  estimated 
at  £132,913;  grants  or  prizes  were  given  for  erection 
or  improvement  of  dwelling-houses  or  out-offices,  mak- 
ing and  repairing  drains  and  fences,  making  or  im- 
proving accommodation  roads  and  miscellaneous  works, 
1630-1.— £44,860  estimated  cost  of  works  to  dwelling- 
houses,  1632. — Discrepancy  between  witness’s  figures 
and  those  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Mitchell  excluded 
Donegal,  1632-5. 

Sanitary  Work  and  Public  Health  Officers. 

In  regard  to  question  raised  as  to  whether  Com- 
mittees were  doing  work  sanitary  officers  were  paid  to 
do,  it  was  useless  to  insist  on  removal  of  cattle  from 
dwelling-houses  till  out-offices  were  provided,  but  when 
Board  had  enabled  people  to  build  the  offices  sanitary 
officers  could  act  effectively,  1635-9. — Sanitary  officers’ 
duties  not  confined  to  looking  after  dwelling-houses, 
1643. — Salary  about  £10  a year,  1646. — Clerk  of  the 
union  and  others  besides,  all  received  salaries  for 
putting  in  force  Public  Health  Acts,  1645. — They  only 
acted  on  sanitary  officers’  report,  1646. — Two 

schemes  in  operation,  grant-  system  in  Mayo 
and  all  counties  except  Donegal  where  prize  scheme 
had  been  adopted  and  successfully  worked..  1640,  1642. 
— Grant  system  worked  well  in  early  stages,  it  was 
hoped  that  it  would  develop  into  prize  system,  1641. 
— Operations  not  confined  to  Board's  own  estates,  1647. 
— They  might  be  doing  what  was  done  elsewhere  by 
landlords  and  tenants  themselves — kind  of  improve- 
ment effected  meant  very  small  expenditure  and  would 
not  affect  rents  to  any  appreciable  extent,  1649-52. — 
Expenditure  was  borne  by  Boaird,  scheme  carried  out 
by  local  people  subject  to  general  supervision  of  office 
and  inspectors,  1653. — No  difficulty  as  a rule  in  getting 
local  Committee,  there  was  an  increased  demand  for 
grants,  1654. — No  grant  given  unless  people  gave 
labour,  1655. — Grant  often  for  materials  for  which 
cash  had  to  he  paid.  1656. — ATI  labour  done  by  people 
themselves.  1657. — Scheme  had  a great  educational 
effect,  1658-60. — And  it  was  a great  advantage  for 
children  to  grow  up  in  better  houses.  1659. 

Loans. 

Loans  for  agricultural  purposes  number  up  to  pre- 
sent 718  amounting  to  £13,882 ; 28,  amounting  to  £257 
for  bee-keeping  appliances,  259  amounting  to  £3,187 
for  purchase  of  live  stock,  127  amounting  to  £1,603 
for  erection  and  improvement  of  houses  and  out-offices, 
153  fencing  loans  for  £1,858,  mostly  in  Donegal,  £200 
advanced  for  erection  of  creamery,  £17  for  a hand 
separator,  8 loans  amounting  to  £56  for  purchase  of 
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boats  for  agricultural  purposes,  one  of  £25  for  egg 
development,  £20  for  spraying  machine,  9 loans 
amounting  to  £104  for  fines  for  purchase  of  tenants’ 
interest  total  loans  for  agricultural  banks  amounted 
to  £6,555,  of  which  about  £6,000  was  at  present  ouc 
standing,  1662. — £10  only  written  off,  some  difficulty 
in  getting  money  in  case  of  fishery  loans,  1663-6. 
— Considerable  arrears  in  some  cases  on  Connemara 
coast,  £2,373  written  off  on  large,  £214  on  small 
loans. — Rate  of  interest  21-  to  3£  per  cent.,  1663. 
— The  £13,884  was  not  all  outstanding  now,  1666. 
— Cash  found  partly  out  of  Board  of  Works’  loans, 
1667-8. — Board  could  borrow  from  Board  of  Works 
up  to  two-thirds  of  amount  lent  on  house  improve- 
ment scheme,  1667. — Board  of  Works’  loans  only 
applicable  to  certain  purposes,  part  of  them  already 
paid  back,  1669. — Interest  charged  had  gone  up  from 
2|  to  3£  per  cent.,  Board  charged  at  same  rate  as 
they  bolrrowed,  1670-3. 

Creamery  loan  was  made  to  a co-operative  society, 
it  had  been  paid  back,  1674-5. — It  was  made 
through  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  1676. 
— Loams  for  live  stock  restricted  to  Board’s  own  ten- 
ants, two  securities  required,  1678. — Loans  would  be 
made  for  purchase  of  stock  in  case  of  enlarging  hold- 
ings, loans  confined  to  migrants  and  to  tenants  whoso 
holdings  had  been  substantially  /enlarged,  1679. — 
Loans  not  made  to  very  poor  people,  risk  too  great 
in  absence  of  live  stock  insurance  scheme,  1680. — Term 
of  redemption  for  loans  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses and  fencing,  five  to  ten  years,  Board  had  ceased 
to  deal  with  fencing  loans  since  agricultural  work  was 
transferred  to  the  Department,  16824. — Maintenance 
had  to  be  left  to  tenants,  1684. — Loans  for  live  stock 
given  for  three  to  five  years,  1685. — Measures  taken 
for  inspection  of  cattle,  1686. 


Loans  to  Ageictjlttjeai.  Banks. 

Loans  made  , to  seventy-two  agricultural  banks, 
amounts  varying  from  £50  to  £100,  1687.— 
Banks  composed  of  local  people  directly  in- 
terested in  district;  Board  had  made  loans  to  ex- 
tent of  £6,000  ; amount  locally  deposited  wa9  about 
the  same,  1688. — Most  banks  successful ; Board 
had  no  loss,.  1690,  1693-4.— Banks  had  been  in 
operation  since  1898 ; at  present  sixty-seven 

had  loans  from  the  Board,  1691-2,  1698.— £6,000  set 
ajyart  for  loans  to  banks,  16Q4.—  Loans  were  applied 
chiefly  to  purchase  of  live  stock  and  various  needs  in 
connection  with  agricultural  work,  1695'— Board 
worked  in  connection  with  Irish  Agricultural  Organi- 
sation Society;  Society  allotted  special  officers  for 
the  work ; Board  paid  their  share  of  expense;  work 
of  banks  ciosely  supervised,  1695— Banks  merely  dis- 
tributed Board’s  grants,  1696.- -In  some  cases  they  got 
advances  from  joint  stock  banks,  1697.— Total  work- 
ing  capital,  apart  from  accommodation  given  by  joint 

irL  ■ ^ xs  £i?'oo° B°»ri  •“*<>  p»vi*d 

WO,  £6,000  was  locally  contributed,  1699-700  — 
bevsS0IT7mCaSeT  1.0C,al  deposits  were  made  by  non-mem- 
is  ~J<>r7mtOCk  banks  ,allowed  overdraft, 

“ £700  m one  case,  1702-3.— Some 
objected  to  make  these  advances  where  agri- 
cultura1  banks  received  local  deposits,  1703.— Very 
i Tbefeen.  Board>  ^cultural  De- 

partment and  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 

?Sdy-  570Jer'7Rfte  °f  intol7t  charsed  borrowers 
varied,  5 pei  cent,  was  usual,  1710,  1719-20— Ten 

onlvCe3t  2S  °utS!de  Iimit-  1720— Board  charged 
u i , p r cent-  011  loan,  1711-2 —Balance 
sherts,  etc  checked  by  Agricultural  Society's 

Advances  mjd  only  fc,  msd5  lo  ms. 

Fi  sheet  Loans. 

Two  systems  of  loans  for  fishery  purposes  • “ ” 

and  loan  systems,  1721.— Two  boats  of 

fwh  boat  consisted  ot  six  minunderXfZJ  fSV? 
instructors  ; earnings  divided  intT 
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which  Board  took  three;  those  three  placed  a 

to  credit  of  cost  of  boat  and  gear,  but  after  firsfc 

one  of  the  .three  was  credited  to ’cost  of  instmtte^ 
experiment  was  so  successful  that  more  boats  of^L 
type  were  purchased  and  given  to  local  crms  ™ 
similar  terms  ; at  present  Board  retained  four-nintS 
oi  earnings,  three  shares  going  to  sinking  fund  ■ 
to  crews  interest  a t three  per  cent  leinf  chaiid  ™ 
outstanding  balances ; 24  per  cent,  deduct *Ft,2 
earnings  and  credited  to  cost  of  management-  S 
boats  supplied  up  to  the  present  to  Donsgtl  iisbeme? 

th?-,  sh“pe  V*™!  they  hod  been  worked 
100  different  crews,  policy  being  to 
experienced  crews  to  take  new  boat,  transferring 
ones  at  a valuation  to  inexperienced  crews  - crrtnm 
seventy-three  boats,  including  fishing  gear  2d  S°' 
keep,  was  £27,600;  elrnings'  Sd“g  Z 

& mg!'  f62'?™1  4mount  to  cmT 

£39,700;  amount  placed  to  credit  of  sinking 

|1712°;  t,  instr»eLm£5,285;  and  torn 

£735;  six  boats  had  become  property  of  crews-  W 
were  wrecked,  loss  to  Board  being  £265  ; sixtv 
boats  still  in  Bead’s  hands;  outstanding C 
amounting  to  £5,660;  value  of  boats  and  nets  which 
were  kept  m good  oi-der  and  condition  and  were  in 
sured  was  considerably  more  than  balances  still  pav- 
able— !n  summer  herring  fishery  at  Downing’s  Bay 
and  Teelm,  1906,  fifty-five  of  Board’s  boats  took  parte 
total  earnings  for  six  weeks  being  £4,650,  or  £84  10j’ 

8TUnt  paih  crews-  £2.662,  or  average 
of  £48  to  each  crew  of  six,  which  worked  out  at  Iff 
per  man,  or  £1  6s.  8<i  per  week  for  the  season;  one 
boat  earned  £302,  or  £4  10..  per  week  for  each  maj 
n,r  „ e ®eeson  i one  other  earned  £251 ; eight  over 
£150  each  ; nine  between  £100  and  £150 ; eteht  earned 
less  than  £10  each,  1722,  ° 

In  autumn  and  winter  herring  fishery  at  Downing’s 
fin’™"'1  K,nc“lasb.  fifty-eight  boats  eamrf 
£10,500,  an  average  of  £180  per  boat ; amount  paid 
to  crews  £6,110,  equal  to  £105  per  crew,  0*  £17  10s 
for  each  man,  being  at  rate  of  £1  7s.  per  week  for 
season  of  thirteen  weeks.  Total  sum  credited 
to  sinking  fund,  £3,355;  to  instruction,  £810- 
to  management,  £220;  eleven  boats  fished  with- 
out ansu-uctore ; cost  of  instructors  for  remain- 
ing forty-seven  boats  about  £600,  after  deduct- 
ing amount  credited  out  of  earnings  ; earnings  of 
the  several  boats  varied  from  £473  to  £4- 
over  £400 ; two  between  £300  and 
4,400;  twenty  between  £200  and  £300;  fourteen 
between  £100  and  £200;  rest  less  than  £100  each. 
Iwenty-five.  boats  of  “Nobbie”  type  had  been  sup- 
piied  to  Galway  and  Mayo  fishermen  on  “Galway 
and  Mayo  Share  ” system  ; three  additional  boats  of 
same  class  sent  for  use  as  instruction  boat ; total 
cost . of  the  twenty-eight  boats  was  £11,000 ; total 
im^oa/i88’-  Payments  to  crews  out  of  earnings, 

£4,264,  in  addition  to  advances  for  “grub money, ,r 
which  amounted  ±0  £2,553  in  Connemara ; six  shil- 
lings a week  “ grub  money  ” was  advanced  to  each 
member  of  crew,  loss  falling  on  Board  in  a had  sea- 
fjor,i  results  of  system  so  unsatisfactory  that  Board 
decided  to  sell  boats  under  loan  system  ; twenty  share 
boats  and  one  instruction  boat  sold  .at  prices  amount- 
ing to  £3,046,  less  than  amount  outstanding  on  share 
accounts ; deficiency  was  being  written  off  against  in- 
struction in  fishing  ; five  share  boats  remained  on 
hands ; outstanding  balances  .amounting  to  £1,591 ; 
two  still  worked  as  instruction  boats. — Twenty- 
one  yawls  supplied  toi  crews  in  Galway  and 
Mayo  to  be  worked  on  Donegal  share  system  ; cost  of 
boats  fully  equipped,  £1,187;  earnings,  £2,075,  of 
which  crews,  received  £1,380  ; Board  retained  £154  for 
instructors’  services ; balance  of  £541  was  applied  in 
reduction  of  amounts  due  from  crews,  leaving  balance 
of  £457  still  outstanding ; two  yawls  were  wrecked, 
loss  to  Board  being  £52 ; further  loss  of  £65,  when 
four  crews  were  dismissed,  and  yawls  sold  on  loan  sys- 
tem, 1722. — Loans  amounting  to  £82,064  made 
since  June,  1890,  for  purchase  of  boats  and  fishing 
gear  at  ,2£  per  cent,  interest ; time  allowed  for  repay- 
ment varying,  according  to  amount  of  loan,  from  two 
to  eight  years,  principal  and  interest  being  repayable 
in  half-yearly  instalments  ; £46,778  advanced  for  pur- 
chase of  176  boats,  costing  over  £40  each ; £35,275 
for  smaller  boats  and  gear  ; number  of  loan  accounts 
now  open,  1,875,  including  89  large  boat  cases ; total 
sum  written  off  was  £2,587;  arrears,  £5,053;  bad 
debts  and  arrears  related;  almost  entirely  to  large 
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boats’  accounts,  1725-4.—  Principally  in  respect  of 
County  Galway  loans,  Cama  and  A ran  dis- 
tricts accounting  for  £3,576,  1724-7. — Size  of 

boats  varied ; typical  case  of  an  A ran  boat 
was  where  loan  would  amount  to  £500  for  a 36-foot 
“Nobby”  ; it  was  too  big  a capital  for  poor  people 
where  fishing  was  not  steady,  1728-9,  1742,  1747. 
Loss  often  fell  on  Board  if  fishing  failed,  because 
sureties  might  be  small  holders,  not  good  for  the 
amount,  unless  their  holdings  wire  sold  out,  1746.- 
Casual  nature  of  fishing  and  poverty  of  the  people 
made  it  impossible  for  them  to  accumulate  capital  ; 
a matt  like  a shopkeeper  could  provide  capital,  1749- 
50. — Aran  fishing  very  poor  of  late  ; fish  came  in  late, 
or  weather  prevented  fishing,  and  prices  dropped,  1730- 
.5. — There  had  been  some  difficulty  in  getting  a mer- 
chant to  go  there,  1736. — 'Boats  could  not  go  out  when 
it  was  stormy  ; they  fished  from  a particular  port 
near  home,  1737-9. — Fishings  always  variable,  parti- 
cularly on  Connemara  coast ; it  had  been  very  good 
on  Donegal  side,  1740-1. — I/jss  very  small  on  small 
boats,  unless  there  was  a wreck,  1742a. — In- 
surance scheme  recently  started,  but  it  was  volun- 
tary, .and  many  boats  had  not  come  in  yet ; premium 
was  three  per  cent.,  1743. — In  Scotland  fishermen  in- 
sured at  less  than  three  per  cent,  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults, 1744. — Loans  for  gear  particularly  risky,  but 
people  had  not  capital  to  supply  gear  themselves.  1746, 
1748-9. 


Loans  for  Industrial  Works. 

Total  number  of  loans  made  by  Board  for 
industrial  work  was  716,  amounting  to  £20,851 ; 
in  1893  Board  lent  £7,000  for  enlargement , 
etc.,  of  buildings  and  fitting  up  of  indus- 
trial school  at  Foxford  for  development  of 
weaving  industry,  and  £3,000  to  Ballaghaderreen  In- 
dustrial School  for  development  of  knitting  and  shirt- 
making industries  at  2^  per  cent,  to  be  repaid  by 
fixed  half-yearly  instalments  spread  over  eighteen 
years ; extended  to  twenty -eight  years  in  case  of  Bal- 
laghaderreen School ; Board  amply  secured  by  mort- 
gage on  lands  and  premises  in  County  Dublin  ; in- 
stalments regularly  paid ; amounts  outstanding. 
£2,183  for  Foxford  ; £1,774  for  Ballaghaderreen. 
1754-6. — Other  loans — Eighty-eight  for  weaving  looms, 
amounting  to  £605  ; 255  for  knitting  machines  and 
spinning  wheels,  amounting  to  £674 ; 198  for  car- 
penters’ tools,  amounting  to  £198  ; 150  for  barrel- 
making materials  supplied  to  Cork  and  Iierry 
eoopers,  amounting  to  £6,252  ; 23  for  miscellaneous 
purposes,  amounting  to  £3,121 ; interest  2£  to  3£ 
per  cent.  ; present  rate  3j> ; total  amount  written 
off,  £153,  1756. — Two  sureties  taken  for  small  loans. 
1757.— Straw  bottle  envelope  industry  at  Kiltyelogher, 
County  Leitrim,  a failure;  Board  wrote  off  £64  12x. 
out  of  a loan  of  £200,  1758-63. 


Board’s  Claim  to  Share  of  Irish  National 
Funds. 

Board  was  created  to  deal  with  exceptional  condi- 
tions in  certain  especially  poor  and  backward  dis- 
tricts ; therefore  any  funds  given  to  Board  should  be 
in  addition  to  those  applicable  to  Ireland 
generally ; legislation,  however,  had  tended  to 
exclude  congested  districts  from  sharing  in  funds 
originally  applicable  to  all  Ireland,  1764-5. — 
Board’s  income  at  present,  £41.250,  interest-  on 
Irish  Church  Surplus  Grant  ; £20,000  Ireland  Dt- 
velopment  Grant ; £61,250  total  Irish  funds ; 

also  £25,000  Parliamentary  vote;  advance  made  to 
Board  for  purchase  of  estates  simply  secured  by- 
Irish  funds ; entire  loss  of  floating  necessary  stock 
charged  to  Irish,  not  Imperial  funds;  bonus  for 
vendor  provided  for  out  of  savings  on  cost  of  ad- 
ministration in  Ireland  ; instances  of  unfair  treat- 
ment of  congested  districts  were  (a)  repeal  of  section 
20  of  Arrears  of  Rent  Act,  1882.  ami  of  section  12 
of  Tramways  and  Public  Companies  Act,  1883.  1765. 
1773-6. — (6.)  Residue,  of  Exchequer  contribution  of 
£40.000  a year,  out  of  which  reserve  fund  was  built 
up  under  section  5 of  Act  of  1891  was  to  be  paid  to 
poor  law  unions  towards  th » cost  of  labourers'  cot- 
tages ; in  many  unions  containing  congested  districts 
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Labourers’  Acts  were  practically  inoperative,  and 
under  provisions  of  Labourers'  Act  of  last  session 
any  unissued  baianee  of  grants  was  to  be  transferred 
to  unions  which  had  put  up  the  Acts  in  operation  ; 
loss  entailed  was  considerable,  £9,558  for  Mayo, 
£5,131  for  Galway,  £2,933  for  Sligo,  1765.— Rate- 
payers in  congested  districts  could  not  see  their  way 
;■!  make  fresh  charge  on  rates  to  provide  cottages,  1766- 
7.- — Where  Labourers  Acts  were  worked,  a number  of 
small  holdings  had  been  added  to  unions  which  were 
uneconomic  in  the  sense  that  no  one  could  live  on 
them,  1778-Oa. — Cottages  were  subsidiary  to  demand 
for  labour,  1780-1. — Plots  were  scarcely  holdings; 
cottages  were  usually  substituted  for  old  insanitary 
cottages,  and  did  not  as  a rule  increase  number  of 
uneconomic  holdings,  1782-6. — Acts  practically  in- 
operative except  in  Kerry  and  CoL-k,  where  con- 
siderable number  bad  been  erected,  1787-9. — No 
way  of  showing  to  what  extent  operative  in  con- 
gested area-,  1788. — In  some  cases  a shilling  rate 
liad  been  struck  for  cottages,  1789. — Rich  people 
would  pay  larger  proportion  than  the  poor,  1790-1. — 
Parliamentary  return  showed  amount  of  each  union, 
congested  and  non-congested,  rateable  valuation  per 
head,  last  poor  rate  struck,  number  of  cottages  built 
and  poundage  rate  struck  for  provision  of  cottages  in 
each  rural  district,  1787,  1792. — (c.)  Department  of 
Agriculture  had  an  income  of  £166,000,  £78,000  from 
local  taxation,  £70,000  from  Irish  Church  Surplus 
Fund  ,£12,000  from  equivalent  of  salaries  of  Irish 
judgeships,  £6,000  equivalent  of  expenses  of  Glas- 
nevin  and  Munster  institutions,  and  in  addition 
capital  sums  of  £19,890  and  £166,886,  no  part  of 
which  funds  could  be  applied  for  benefit  of  congested 
districts ; congested  districts  also  deiprived  of  share 
in  annual  sum  of  £5,000  paid  to  Royal  Dublin 
Society  for  improvement  of  horses  and  cattle ; Act 
of  1903  repealed  provisions  of  Act  of  1899  prohibiting 
Department  from  expending  their  funds  in  congested 
di'-ti-icts,  but  Department  claimed  that  they  should 
have  additional  funds  to  spend  in  congested  districts, 
as  their  present  income  was  intended  for  benefit  of 
non-scheduled  areas,  and  was  not  enough  for  both, 
1768. — Under  Probate  Duties  (Scotland)  Act  of  1888, 
£30,000  was  allotted  as  annual  grant  in  relief  of 
local  taxation  in  highlands  and  islands ; grant  re- 
duced to  £10,000  on  objection  Taised  in  Parliament 
that  exceptional  relief  to  highland  counties  should 
be  an  imperial  charge,  1768-72. 

Congested  Districts  required  Spf.ci.ai.  Treatment. 

Congested  districts  required  special  treatment ; 
considerable  amount  fof  illiteracy  shown  iin  last 
Census  report,  1793. — Rates  very  heavy  in  poor  unions 
and  valuation  low,  1794-6. — General  adjustment  of 
grants  given  in  aid  of  local  taxation  would  be  of 
great  ’ assistance,  1797. 

Grant  of  £10,000  by1  Department  of  Agriculture 
towards  cost  of  providing  seed  potatoes  came  from 
the  endowment  fund ; witness  did  not  know  from 
what  source  interest  was  defrayed,  1798-803. 

Board  had  £1,300,000  worth  of  property  now  in 
hands,  1805  ; witness  did  not  know  how  long  it  would 
take  to  get  rid  of  it  if  funds  asked  for  were  not 
provided,  1806. 

Definition  of  Congestion. 

Present  definition  of  congestion  unsatisfactory ; 
Board  should  have  discretionary  power  to  schedule, 
1807-10,  1812,  1822. — By  electoral  divisions,  1813 ; 
and  a corresponding  power  to  resign  areas  now 
scheduled,  1883. — Dillon  estate  not  yet  ready  to  be 
discharged  from  schedule ; many  holdings  still  re- 
quired help,  1824. — There  were  a number  of  holdings 
b-low  £8  valuation,  1827-8. — Witness  had  always 
contemplated  that  most  of  these  poor  estates  would 
want-  help  for  some  time  after  disposal  under  Pur- 
chase Act,  1825. — Perhaps  for  a generation,  1826. 

Cowper  Report  defined  congested  district  as  one 
where  land  was  inferior ; not  good  enough  for  pastur- 
age and  not  naturally  adapted  for  profitable  agri- 
culture ; occupied  by  large  number  of  poor  people 
holding  at  small  rents ; each  separate  holding  being 
not  of  itself  capable  of  supporting  holder  and  a 
familv,  1814-9. — More  a description  than  a definition, 

1820-i. 
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It  would  take  a considerable  time  to  get  rid  of 
congestion,  even  if  Board  got  all  the  funds  it  asked 
for,  1811. 


Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  J.  R.  O’Brien,  yol.1. 
Memorandum  on  Powers  of  Congested  Districts 

Boards  285 

Return  showing  ratio  of  population  to  valua- 
tion in  congested  districts,  . ■ ■ 288 

Summary  of  Fishery  Loans,  . . . . 301 

Particulars  of  Poor  Law  Unions  containing 

congested  districts, 302 
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4221.— Blight  affected  quality  of  potatoes  and  in  bad 

year  caused  disease  among  people,  3615. Potatoes 

were  a good  food  if  people  had  Indian  meal  as  well 
3616-7.— Salt  and  Indian  meal  without  milk  not  suffil 
cient  food,  3553. 


great 


O’HARA,  Rev.  DENIS. 

Poverty  in  West  oe  Ireland. 

In  the  year  1880  after  failure  of  potato  crop,  gi 
distress  prevailed  in  West  of  Ireland,  if  it  had 
been  for  charitable  funds  many  people  would  have 
died  of  starvation,  3522,  3650-4. — Poor  Law  relief 
was  limited  to  those  who  had  only  a certain  amount 
of  land,  3653. 

Spraying. 

Spraying  was  work  of  the  new  Department, 
3524. — It  was  not  practised  until  long  after 

1879,  3525.— People  in  witness’s  parish  were 

first  to  take  it  up ; if  spraying  had  been 

recommended  more  strongly  and  earlier,  a great  deal 
might  have  been  done  to  prevent  blight,  3523. — Poorer 
class  of  tenants  with  valuations  under  £2  and  £4, 
sprayed  regularly,  3532 —Work  generally  done  by 
women  while  men  were  in  England,  3532.— But  they 
did  not  get  such  a good  crop  as  tetter  class  of  farmers 
owing  to  poverty  of  land,  3533. — Spraying  more 
effectively  done  by  machines  than  by  brooms,  3534-5.— 
Necessary  to  get  at  under  portion  of  leaf, 

3537. — More  effective  spraying  was  done  in  dry 
weather,  3548.— If  people  sprayed  properly  and 
a proper  number  of  times  they  would  get 

w e°0lJ  oroP  on  fend, 

3539-40. — Failure  of  potato  wop  this  year  was  in 
great  measure  owing  to  good  crop  last  year,  people 
■Were  uh Willing  to  invest  in  spraying  materials  and  let 
things  take  their  chance,  3544,  4487.— Seed  had  no- 
^hing  to  do  with  i't,  3545. — It  was  climate  alone, 
-Blight  existed  in  South  where  they  had  rota- 


Amount  spent  on  Relief. 

Relief  Committees  had  to  be  formed  every  four 
or  five  years  when  there  was  not  enough  food  of  any 
sort,  3618,  4217.— If  the  amount  of  money  that  had 
been  spent  in  the  West  since  1879  on.  relief  of  distress 
had  been  properly  administered  it  would  have  set, 
people  on  their  feet  again,  3618,  3622,  3727. — In  one 
year  Mr.  Balfour  expended  £1,500,000,  3623.— But 
no  permanent  effect  resulted,  3624. — Witness  sug- 
gested Commission  should  get  particulars  of  total 
amount  expended  by  Government  on  relief  works  in 
the  West  since  1879,  3622-3,  4217,  4222-3. 

Improvability  of  Dillon  Estate. 

Conditions  could  be  improved  if  land  were  better 
managed,  most  of  the  holdings  on  Dillon  estate  might 
be  made  economic,  3556^  3627-8,  3632,  3641-2.— Wit- 
ness’s remarks  referred  to  Ballaghadereen  alone,  3557 
—Drainage  scheme  most  important  work  for  benefiting 
West  o-f  Ireland,  3629-31. — Then  tenants  were  able 
to  improve  land  themselves,  3634. — Di'llon  estate  had 
been  well  drained,  3630. — Witness  had  great  faith  in 
a poor  man’s  ability  to  make  a living  on  his  holding, 
however  small,  if  he  worked  it  properly,  3635-6.— 
No  proper  system  of  agriculture  at  present,  but  if 
people  were  instructed  and  given  some  help  things 
in  Connaught  would  improve,  3637.— -Labourers  from 
Dillon  estate  used  to  go  to  England,  but  when  they  be- 
came owners  of  homesteads,  they  tried  to  improve 
their  land  and  stayed  at  home,  3638-9.— These  holdings 
had  fair  .areas  of  improvable  land  if  these  were 
brought  into  cultivation  holdings  would  soon  become 
economic,  3641,  3675. — But  where  holdings  were  much' 
smaller  nothing  would  make  them  economic,  3645. 

Drink  and  Indebtedness. 


Small  tenants  contracted  debts  for  large  amounts, 
3571-3. — Mixing  up  consumption  of  spirits  and  busi- 
ness effected  financial  condition  of  people,  they  were- 
in  the  grip  of  shopkeepers  who  supplied  them  with 
liquor,  3574-5. — Condition  of  people  had  improved 
immensely  since  they  became  owners  of  the  land, 
3576-7,  3581,  3586.— They  spent  less  on  drink  and  be- 
come more  thrifty,  3577. — Tried  to  pay  off  debts  and 
clear  off  loams,  3578-9,  3592,  3646-9,  3655,  3660.— 
Many  men  who  owed  money  to  bank  in  Ballagha- 
dereen now  had  deposits,  3580. — Shopkeeper  would  be 
willing  to  allow  tenant-purchaser  to  run  up  larger 
bill  as  he  would  have  the  land  as  security,  3648. — 
Legislation  as  a safeguard  for  the  unthrifty  would  be 
a good  tiling,  3648,  3656. — So  that  shopkeeper  could 
not  recover  beyond  a certain  amount,  3657-62. — Im- 
proved condition  of  ten  ant- purchasers  would  benefit 
labourers,  they  would  get  more  wages  and  better 
food,  3584-6. — Country  banks,  Hibernian,  National* 
etc.,  3587-9. — Charged  lower  rate  of  ’'nterest  for  large 
sums  to  tenant-purchasers  than  to  other  borrowers, 
3587,  3590,  3606. — General  rate  for  small  loans  under 
£10  was  10  per  cent.,  3587,  3602-5,  3607-8.— Interest 
on  credit  allowed  was  not  charged  by  better  class  of 
shopkeepers,  3593. — Peiasant  proprietors  as  soon  as 
they  could  buy  for  cash  got  tetter  value  for  their 
money,  shopkeepers  could  sell  at  lower  price  for  cash, 
3594-601,  3601. — In  Carna  people  paid  2s.  per  lb.  for 
tea,  which  could  be  bought  for  lOd.  or  Is.,  3597,  3610. 
— Unless  they  paid  a high  price  they  thought  tea 
could  not  be  good,  3598-9,  3611. 

. Most  of  the  relief  works  except  railways 
were  nnreproductive,  3625-6,  4217,  4232.— Roads  to 
some  extent  were  useful  hut  cost  more  than  they  ought 
to,  4232-5. — If  Government  would  spend  on  permanent 
•p  improvements  the  amount  they  used  to  spend  on  relief 

i-otatoee  were  solo  support  of  small  farmers  kkko  condition  of  people  would  improve  and  they 

3654.  In  witness  s parish  in  1878-9  there  would  not  require  relief  every  four  or  five  years,  4219, 

a T?Toze,n  familie«  Who  eat  meat  once  » 4231.— Conditions  in  Aran  Island  and  Clare  Island 


3546.-  iiic 

tion  of  crops,  but  not  to  same  extent,  3547?— iTpeople 
were  satisfied  spraying  was  best  thing,  there  would  be 
no  enevance  m enforcing  compulsory  spraying,  3541. 
—Without  compulsion  Board  had  induced  people  to 
improve  their  houses  by  giving  prizes,  3543.— Compul- 
sory powers  not  always  effectual,  as  had  been  shown 
by  sanitary  inspectors  who  were  unable  to  carry  out 
i{?P;°yem.ents>  }f  police  were  appointed  sanitary  au- 
thorities in  a few  years  there  would  be  a great  im- 
provement, 3542.  6 

Potato  Failure. 

Connaught  suffered  more  from  blight  this  year*  than 
any  other  part  of  Ireland,  on  fresh  land  only  they 
ttjS0*  5626'  35H— SmOtart  holdings 

suffered  most,  land  was  starved  out  and  had  no  resist 
rng  power  3526.— People  had  used  black  mud  as 
manure  which  destroyed  the  land,  too  poor  to  keep 

rendah  552’’— Many  districts  iS 

rundale,  <3527  — No  rotation  of  crops,  only  potatoes 
and  oats,  3528-9.— Bad  system  of  agriculture  *3531  — 
j\0ldings  uader  £2  valuation  and 
m d 54  ’ foldings  were  so  small  people  could 

gaw-felSB*  ”nder  *"* 

could  not  support  arSdSiom  “u  'or*'  which 

s *<£ 

3555. 


i goat  would  do  as  well’ 


Dietary. 


3552.— Most  people  then  did  not  eat  mL+  had  lmProved  under  management  of.  Congested  Dm- 

a year  3612.— Standard  of  living  had  iriJSSL? “ tncta  Board>  4219.— And  smallest  landholders  felt 
congested  districts  during  laso  twenty  vfT™  V*  -hey  were  raised  socially  and  would  not  ask  for  share 
- - aTS)  3613-4,  m relief  scheme,  4224-6. 

* 1906. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  I. 


O’HARA,  Rev.  DENIS — continued. 


O’HARA,  Rev.  DENIS — continued. 


Drainage. 

Drainage  works  would  be  better  than  roads 
or  railways,  they  would  have  a lasting  effect, 
4237-8. — Board  should  undertake  main  drains 
lief  ore  giving  over  land  to  tenants,  4244.— And 
thi-re  should  be  a law  compelling  tenants  to  maintain 
drains,  4244.— Witness  w as  inclined  to  give  this  power 
to  Rural  Councils,  4254.— Where  the  area  was  large 
and  several  Rural  Councils  were  concerned  there 
should  be  a Court  of  Appeal,  4257. 

Obligation  to  Pay  Rent. 


by  Board  and  shared  among  tenants,  3740. — Present 
law  offered  sufficient  facilities  for  transfer  of  land 
from  landlord  to  tenant  if  bonus  were  properly  ad- 
ministered, 3726. — Higher  bonus  should  be  given  for 
grass  land  sold  to  Estates  Commissioners  and  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  for  improvement  purposes, 
3728,  3737.— Higher  bonus,  say  20  per  cent,  for  grass 
lands  would  be  great  inducement  to  landlord  to  come 
to  terms  with  Board,  3735-6,  3739. — Landlord  would 
get  four  or  five  years’  additional  purchase  through 
bonus,  3738. — No  bonus  should  be  given  by  State  to 
landlord  selling  to  grazier,  3736-7,  3739. 


Tenants  in  the  old  days  did  not  feel  morally  obliged 
to  pay  landlord  arrears  of  rent,  3578,  3664,  3671. — 
Which  were  fixed  at  an  exorbitant  figure,  3675.— 
Tenants  were  forced  to  agree  to  landlord’s  price  or 
leave  the  land  altogether,  3678-80. — When  rents  were 
fixed  in  Land  Courts  of  1881  at  a fair  price  tenants 
paid  punctually,  3673-7. — Ownership  of  land  was 
greatest  security,  3665. — And  inducement  to  tenant,  to 
pay  his  instalments,  3666. — If  he  failed  to  pay  under 
Land  Purchase  Act  ratepayers  had  to  make  tip  default, 
3668-9. 

Purchase  of  Costello  Estate. 

Condition  of  people  began  to  improve  when 
Costello  propertv  was  purchased  for  tenants 
in  1883,  3683,  3689.— Feeling  of  ownership  stimu- 
lated them  to  expend  labour  on  land,  3731. — 
Costello  property  was  bought  under  Act  of  1881, 
for  £25,000  (average  eleven  and  a half  years’  pur- 
chase), and  landlord  gave  in  3,000  acres  of  mountain 
and  bog  for  nothing,  3683. — Tenants  had  to  make  up 
a quarter  of  purchase-  money.,  290  tenants  on  estate 
and  they  could  only  raise'£l,500  in  cash,  balance  was 
borrowed  at  6 per  cent,  from  bank  and  guaranteed  by 
two  principal  traders  in  Ballaghadereen,  3683,  3720. 
—The  whole  was  repaid  in  seven  years,  3684.— This  was 
almost  an  unique  case,  3715,  3721. — Land  Commission 
had  details  of  transaction,  which  would  prove  it  was 
advantageous  for  tenants  to  moke  sacrifices  to  become 
purchasers,  3712-4.— Purchase  price  was  governed  by 
quality  of  soil,  and  it  was  not  bought  at  low  price, 
good  land  was  cheap  at  any  price,  3699,  3985. — Five- 
sixth  of  Irish  land  would'  be  more  valuable  under 
tillage  than  grazing,  3986. — Tenants  were  always  will- 
ing to  give  a fair  price,  3723,  3874,  3984. — Land  Com- 
mission refused  to  give  the  first  price  fixed  and  one 
years’  purchase  was  taken  off,  3700,  3718.-  Owner  of 
property  was  dissatisfied  with  reduction  and  case  was 
brought  up  in  Parliament,  3701. — Laud  was  striped 
by  landlord  before  the  purchase,  3692. — Only  addi- 
tional striping  was  3,000  acres  of  bog,  3693. — Striping 
increased  value  of  land  slightly,  3697. — And  was 
often  means  of  raising  rent  out  of  all  proportion  to 
increased  value,  3698. 

Decadal  Reductions. 

State  only  advanced  three-quarters  of  purchase  price 
and  charged  4 per  cent,  for  49  years,  3704-6. — No  de- 
cadal reductions,  3707. — -When  Ashbourne  Act  was 
passed  tenants  got  benefit  of  decadal  reductions,  3707, 

3731.  — Four  in  number,  extending  over  72 J,  years, 
3709. — Repayment  spread  over  72 ^ years;  worked  out 
almost  equal  with  present  68 i years,  3710-1. — 
Amount  of  annuity  depended  on  length  of  period  of 
redemption  ; question  whether  it  was  good  policy  to 
have  large  payment  at  the  start,  and  smaller  payment 
at  end  of  term,  3729-30. 

Solution  Proposed  of  the  Problem  of  the  West. 

Land  purchase  was  first  step  to  be  taken  on  behalf 
of  small  farmers  in  Connaught,  3683,  3732. — Whole 
province  should  be  scheduled  as  congested,  3732,  3740, 
4216. — Board  should  have  power  to  acquire  all  land 
unsold  after  December  31st,  1907,  3732. — And  option 
of  buying  any  grass  land,  3732. — Board  could 
operate  more  efficiently  on  large  areas  by  undertak- 
ing large  drainage  schemes,  as  hod  been  done  on  Dillon 
estate,  4216. — Unless  Board  purchased  grass  lands  and 
distributed  them  for  enlargement  of  small  holdings  and 
migration,  congestion  would  he  stereotyped  for  ever, 

3732.  — Western  land  problem  demanded  distinct  treat- 
ment from  other  areas,  such  as  Donegal  and  Kerry, 
where  there  was  not  so  much  grass  land,  3740,  3742. 

Purchase,  and  Allocation  of  Bonus. 

— Sufficient  land  in  Connaught  to  satisfy  wants  of 
people  if  they  had  all  the  land  available  and  if  non- 
residential  holdings  over  £25  valuation  were  acquired 


Price  under  Compulsion. 

Landlords  should  accept  a fair  price,  3723-5, 
3727,  3868. — What  tenant  could  afford  to  give, 
3743-4, — If  there  was  any  loss  it  should  not 
fall  on  individual,  but  State  should  compen- 
sate, 3867-8.- -Fair  price  would  be  twenty-three 
to  twenty-five  years’  purchase  of  valuation  and  20  per 
cent,  bonus,  3745. — Landlords  had  become  unreason- 
able since  Act  of  1903,  3746. — It  was  necessary  for 
State  to  acquire  grass  lands  for  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity ; if  other  means  failed,  compulsion  must  be 
resorted  to,  3747. — .Sometimes  tended  to  increase  price, 
3763. — As  landlord  thought  he  could  demand  exorbi- 
tant price,  3760-1. — Tribunal  must  be  appointed  to 
fix  price,  3749,  3753,  3868. — Value  of  land  being  fixed 
by  taking  into  account  income  since  Act  of  1903  and 
also  years  preceding;  full  price  paid  to  everybody, 
3910-11. — Witness  drew  a distinction  between  net  in- 
come of  last  two  years  and  that  of  previous  years,  3912. 
— -Because  price  of  land  had  increased  since  Act  of 
1903,  3912. — Report  of  Estates  Commissioners 
stated  increase  in  price  of  tenanted  land  was 
40  per  cent.,  compared  with  preceding  two 
years,  3917. — Price  of  untenanted  land  had  in- 
creased still  more,  in  some  cases  100  per  cent., 
3912-7. — Increased  price  of  land  was  another  diffi- 
culty in  solving  question  of  congestion,  3918. — Before 
1903  landlord  sold  leasehold  property  at  12-£  years’ 
purchase  ; after  passing  of  Act  he  sold  adjoining  pro- 
perty at  12J,  years’  purchase,  with  12  per  cent,  bonus, 
24  years’  purchase,  3919-21. — Tenants  bought  farms, 
now  at  prices  far  in  excess  of  price  asked  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago  by  landlord,  3923. — Notwithstanding  in- 
creased price  of  land,  witness  was  in  favour  of  com- 
pulsory powers  being  given  to  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  acquire  tenanted  or  untenanted  land  neces- 
sary for  enlargement  of  holdings  not  only  in  con- 
gested districts,  but  over  the  whole  of  Connaught, 
3925-6,  4216. — The  same  rule  would  apply  to  Leinster 
if  similar  conditions  existed  there,  3931a-4. — 

Land  Commission  or  anybody  appointed  by  State 
would  be  satisfactory  court  of  appeal,  3758. — 
Witness  believed  in  a big  compulsory  scheme,  3927. 
— Tenants  were  willing  to  have  compulsion  on  them- 
selves as  well  as  on  landlords,  and  were  inclined  to- 
have  land  at  a fair  price,  3927. — Both  sides  should  be 
treated  alike,  3930.— Tenants  should  have  a voice  in 
settling  price  when  purchasing  holdings,  3930,  3981. — 
Board  shon'd  act  in  sympathy  with  tenants  as  far  as 
possible,  3929,  3981. 


Landlordism. 

Compulsory  purchase  was  justified  to  some  extent  by 
conduct  of  landlord,  who  frequently  did  nothing  to  ame- 
liorate condition  of  tenants,  3750,  3753. — Absenteeism 
not  sole  ground  of  complaint,  3751-2.--Local  men  also 
tried  to  extract  as  much  rent  as  possible,  spent  very 
little  money,  and  employed  very  few  people  on  their 
demesnes,  3752a. — Impossible  to  compare  English  sys- 
tem with  Irish,  as  conditions  were  absolutely  different. 
3753-5.— Whole  Irish  system  was  at  fault  and  prac- 
tical remedy  was  to  get  rid  of  it,  3756. 

Landlords  as  a rule  did  not  care  how  tenants  lived 
as  long  as  they  got  their  rent,  3522,  3559,  3585,  3681. 
— Landlordism  or  dual  ownership  of  land  made  them 
heartless  and  unsympathetic,  this  was  witness’s  ex- 
perience in  dealing  with  the  landlords  of  Connaught. 
3560-4,  3567-70,  3586. — Landlords  receiving  large 
amount  of  money  from  people  ought  to  interest  them- 
selves in  welfare  of  tenants,  3972-7. 


Migration. 

-Doran  divided  Connaught  into  three  zones, 

5765. — Maritime,  central,  and  eastern  zones,  3765 

Witness  agreed  with  Mr.  Doran  that  people  of  mari- 
time zone  would  rot  migrate  ; people  of  central  zone 
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were  also  rather  unwilling,  3767-8. — Very  little  un 
tenanted  land  in  these  districts  available  for  enlarge 
meat  of  holdings,  and  situation  could  only  be  al 
leviated  by  encouraging  fisheries  and  other  indus 
tries  and  improving  cultivation  of  farms,  3765-9 
4068. — In  eastern  zone  witness  agreed  that  improve- 
ment by  enlargement  of  holdings  and  migration  was 
possible,  3769,  3771. — Rut  he  thought  less  land  was 
required  than  Mr.  Doran  suggested  if  people  made  as 
much  as  possible  out  of  their  holdings,  3770. — Lands 
in  Roscommon  and  Mayo  taken  together  would  be 
sufficient  for  relief  of  congestion  in  the  West,  3772-5, 
4068. — Poorest  class  of  people  were  most  difficult  to 
migrate,  4072-3. — .Prejudice  against  migration  would 
gradually  disappear  when  people  saw  success  of  those 
who  had  migrated,  4074. — But  there  would  be  no 
land  left  available  for  migrants  unless  Board  bought 
up  the  land  and  held  it-  in  reserve,  4074-6. 

One  Body  only  should  deal  with  Land  in  the 
West. 

Question  of  land  purchase  should  be  given  to  one 
body,  3779. — At  present  Congested  Districts  Board 
and  Estates  Commissioners  were  competing  with  each 
other,  which  was  most  undesirable,  3778. 

Classes  holding  Grass  Lands. 

Three  classes  held  grass  lands : 

(1.)  Landlords  who  bought  demesne  and  home 
farm  under  Land  Purchase  Act  with  an  advance 
from  the  State  up  to  £20,000. 

(2.)  Non-residential  tenants  who  bought  areas  of 
grass  lands  under  Land  Purchase.  Act— graziers. 

(3.)  Residential  tenants  who  bought  under  Land 
Purchase  Act,  3790. 

Tenant  purchaser  and  landlord  shou’d  be  treated 
alike  in  compulsory  purchase,  3781-2,  3794,  3892-5— 
If  they  both  treated  land  in  the  same  way,  3785— 
A man  who  lived  on  his  holding  should  have  different 
treatment  from  a non-resident  who  had  other  means 
of  subsistence,  3783. — Witness  was  not  in  favour  of 
expropriating  tenant  purchasers  or  landlords  who 
had  purchased  property  under  Land  Acts,  3784,  3793. 
— Demesne  was  excluded  by  Act  of  1903,  3789,  3791. 

And  should  not  be  interfered  with  unless  demesne 
was  so  small  that  it  was  advisable  to  let  landlord 
iceep  the  home  farm,  3978-80.— If  surrounding  dis- 
tricts were  very  poor  he  might  have  to  surrender 
home  farm  at  a fair  price,  3790. 

Compensation  to  Landlord. 

Witness  did  not  agree  with  Land  Conference 

Sosals  that  compensation  to  landlord  for  dis- 
ance  should  be  estimated  by  his  net  in- 
come, which  had  increased  of  late,  because 
*55“t>  Paid  their  rent  more  punctually,  3800, 
3903,  3907.— -Previous  to  1896  net  income  from 

untenanted  land  fairly  represented  value,  3908-9. 

Act  of  1903  had  a great  effect  on  small  holders; 
they  hoped  soon  to  become  peasant  proprietors,  and 
“J  sacrifice  not  to  fall  into  arrears  with  rent, 
d ^Graziers  were  shrewdest  men  in  district, 
i^Paid  * ° high-  a rent  ior  Brass  lands 
VoruiV  i°L  Phasing,  3803-4,  3806-7,  3890, 

3904. —And  they  might  get  an  advance  from  the 
btate  to  buy  them  out,  3803.— No  money  should  be 
advanced  by  State  to  graziers  when  land  was  wanted 
for  enlargement  of  small  holdings,  3806 
kvqSi  +Ltfre+f0niaWe  when  land  had  to  be  acquired 
by  State  that  the  law  should  insist  on  the  man  <ret- 
52?  * C0ertain  num^r  of  years’  rental  .at  increased 
figures  os  compensation,  3855,  3868,  3896.9.—  If  un- 
Iww  !and . were  taken  compulsorily,  landlord 
should  get  original  price,  3901.— Usually  tenanted 
and  untenanted  land  were  bought  together,  3901  —If 
property  decreased  in  value  no  grievance  if  State 
gave  present  value,  3900-1.  *tate 

Valuation  of  Grass  Lands  as  a Basis  of  Prices 

^ - 

K Sdh”U  d,  yldi, lf.  i»‘»  tillage  »ould 

• % fa  , s,  f?r  emulation,  3815.— Grass  lands 
>n  'Connaught  had  been  reasonably  valued  3689  — 
Most  of  the  better  class  of  landlords  would  be  willing 
to  sell  on  that  basis,  3875.-Landlord  receiviSg 
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£3,000  or  £4,000  a year  for  an  estate  contain™ 
grass  lands  offered  to  sell  second  term  indicia  1 
and  grass  lands  at  24  or  24£  years’  purchase  Wre 
84.— Landlord  had  double  interest,  and  should 
compensated  for  both,  3816-7.— Witness  propose! 

S"ef  Wd  bef<”e  1803  “a 

Allocation  of  Bonus. 

Twelve  millions  voted  for  bonus,  3824  — Whid 
would  solve  congestion  all  over  Ireland  if 
perly  administered,  3823-5.— Connaught  had  » 
far  received  less  than  its  share,  3826  —Leinster 
landlords  got  24  and  25  years’  purchase,  and  it  v« 
a monstrous  thing  that  the  State  should  give  them  19 
per  cent,  of  bonus,  3825,  3840.— Bonus  was  given  as 
a general  inducement  to  landlords  to  sell  under  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  3837. — State  had  a right  to  use  part  of 
that  bonus  for  West  of  Ireland,  which  needed  special 
treatment,  3838.— But  should  not  adopt  means  which 
wouWact  injuriously  on  rest  of  the  country,  3827 
3830,  3838.— Witness  did  not  wish  to  stop  purchase  bv 
3842  raWing  b°nUS  alfcogether  from  other  districts. 

Encumbered  Estates  Court  Act. 

Object  of  Encumbered  Estates  Act  of  1850  and 
Lauded  Estates  Act  was  to  safeguard  the  money  of 
landlords,  3848-52.  —For  this  purpose  it  got  land,  into 
court,  3852.— -But  general  effect  was  to  bring  land 
speculators  into  Ireland,  3853— Who  probably 

striped  the  land  and  raised  rent,  3855,  3897  — 
Landlords  should  ibe  satisfied  if  they  got  a sum 
which,  invested  at  4 per  cent.,  would  equal  their 
present  income,  3843— Irish  land  was  not  a trustee 
security,  3846— Proceeds  of  sales  not  necessarily 
invested  in  trustee  securities  at  3|  per  cent.,  3847.— 
No  reason  why  State  should  secure  for  landlord  a 
gilt-edged  security,  3847. 

Effect’  of  Breaking  up  Grazing  Lands. 

Grazing  cattle  from  all  parts  of  Ireland 
were  found  on  grass  lands,  3858a— Witness 
agreed  with  Mr.  Doran,  who  excluded  fattening 
lands  from  interference ; dividing  up  grass  lands 
would  not  be  so  great  a danger  as  he  anticipated, 
3861. — If  land  was  improved  most  of  the  people 
would'  be  able  to  fatten  their  own  cattle,  3860-1. — 
Witness’s  observations  were  cc-nfined  to  Connaught; 
as  regards  rich  lands  of  Meath,  no  fear  of  inter- 
ference there,  3861,  3982. — But  he  was  prepared  to 
extend  treatment  throughout  Ireland  where  similar 
conditions  prevailed,  3862-5. 

Question  of  Amalgamation  of  Estates  Commis- 
sioners and  Board. 

Witness  appreciated  work  done  by  Estates 
Commissioners,  3935. — But  would  like  to  ex- 

c!ude  them  from  operating  in  Connaught,  4059. 
—Their  work  extended  over  whole  of  Ire- 
land, 3936,  3993. — And  they  could  not  devote  at- 
tention to  one  district,  4035. — Purchase  of  land 
should  be  the  work  of  one  Board  all  over  Ireland, 

4002.  — But  until  Connaught  was  brought  up  to  level 
of  rest  of  country  it  required  special  treatment, 

4003,  4043,  4050. — Congested  Districts  Board  was 
better  able  to  deal  with  it,  3935,  4049,  4050.- 
People  had  confidence  in  the  Boaid,  4005-6.— If 
Land  Department  of  Board  was  handed  over  to 
Estates  Commissioners  they  would  be  regarded  as 
body  of  paid  officials,  *4010. — Estates  Commis- 
sioners . had  never  done  same  work  as  Board 
in  striping  land,  re-arranging  rundale  hold- 
“Jg3>.  improving  lands  by  drainage,  &e.,  3937,  4007.— 
Officials  of  Board  had  to  bring  their  schemes  before 
Board  for  approval,  4011,  4036— Mr.  Doran  was  so 
competent  and  well  acquainted  with,  district  and 
people  bad  such  confidence  in  him,  that  the  Board 
seldom  had  to  exercise  its  right  of  supervision, 
4012-18,  4032-3. — In  difficult  cases  he  would  ask  a 
member  of  the  Board  to  help  him  settle  a local  diffi- 
culty, 4019,  4034,  4039-40— Mr.  Doran  was  not 
regarded  as  a Government  official,  4052-4. — Board 
was  independent  of  Government,  4054. — Work  of  the 
land  had  become  principal  part  of  Board’s  work, 
4046,  4077. — If  that  department  were  taken  over  by 
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Estates  Commissioners,  Board  would  not  have  enough 
work  to  do,  and  might  as  well  he  abolished,  4047,  4078. 

Constitution  of  Board. 

Power  of  Board  would  he  increased  if  it  were  more 
representative  of  people  generally,  4024-31,  4058  — 
It  should  have  more  money  and  more  power,  4044, 
4058,  4064. — If  Board  were  abolished  or  amalga- 
mated a representative  body  must  be  established  in 
each  county  to  co-operate  with  that  branch  of  de- 
partment that  took  over  the  Board’s  work,  4044, 
4063-6. 

Rate  of  Progress  in  Re-settling  Land. 

In  some  places  Board  had  been  condemned 
for  not  working  faster,  3939. — As  soon  as  people 
understood  the  object  Board  had  in  view  they  were 
satisfied,  3939. — Where  drains  and  alterations  had 
to  be  made  delay  was  inevitable,  but  if  a man’s 
holding  was  not  to  be  interfered  with  he  had  to  buy 
it  out  at  once,  3939.— Delay  also  caused  by  vesting 
orders  not  being  made  out,  3943. 

Town  Tenants. 

For  promotion  of  land  purchase  on  a large  scale 
equal  facilities  should  be  given  to  town  tenants  as 
to  small  farmers  for  purchase  of  holdings,  3947-8, 
3961.— Most  of  these  tenants  had  patches  of  land 
adjoining  the  town,  and  it  was  good1  policy  for  State 
to  advance  money  to  enable  them  to  keep  their  gardens 
and  make  provision  for  their  families,  3953-7. — 
Ground  rent  of  houses  in  small  towns  was  valuable, 
so  security  would  be  good,  3962. — Witness  had  de- 
vised same  scheme  in  Ballaghadereen  among  tenants 
as  he  did  on  Costello  estate,  and  security  was  backed 
by  prominent  men  of  the  place,  3963-7. — Land 
Act  could  be  made  to  work  by  giving  advances 
to  people  in  towns  without  any  risk  to  State,  3969. — 
Law  made  no  distinction  between  towns,  3968-9. — 
Agricultural  portion  of  estate  taken  over  by  Board 
improved  in  value  every  year,  3988. — Therefore 
security  improved,  3990. — Houses  had  to  be  kept  in 
Tepair,  so  that  security  on  Houses  in  towns  would  be 
equally  good,  3991. 

Board's  Expenditure  and  Income. 

Comparison  of  Board’s  expenditure  on  improvement 
of  estates  in  1901-2  and  1906-7  ; in  1906-7  income 
increased  £28,000,  4081. — £20,000  given  under  Act 
of  1903,  and  £8,000  released  by  transfer  of  agricul- 
tural duties  to  new  department,  4080,  4131,  4155. — 
In  spite  of  this  increase  in  income  only  £1,000  more 
had  been  spent  on  estates  improvements  in  1906-7, 
4080. — Witness’s  explanation  was  that  so  many 
general  things  required  attention,  expenditure  on 
Parish  Committees  had  increased  200  per  cent., 
4081-2. — Piers  and  roads  100  per  cent.,  industries 
100  per  cent.,  etc.  ; if  Board  had  voted  more  money 
to  land,  these  amounts  must  have  been  curtailed,  4083. 
— Witness  handed  in  statement  to  Commission  of 
proposed  expenditure  by  Board  for  1906-7  of 
£74,000  on  estates  work  out  of  their  own  funds  ; state- 
ment also  showed  total  amount  £152,000  spent  by 
Board  since  the  beginning  up  to  March,  1906, 
4106,  4118-9,. — £152,000  was  exclusive  cf  administra- 
tion, 4121-2. — £54,000  derived  from  redemption  of 
old  estates  through  Land  Commission,  4124. — 
£10,000  balance  of  last  year’s  estimate,  4124, 
4142-5. — £10,000  fixed  income  for  the  year,  4124. — 
The  information  was  given  to  show  that  Board  had 
expended  as  much  money  as  possible  on  estates  work, 
4118,  4128. — But  unless  funds  were  increased,  or  they 
had  another  windfall,  Board  had  only  the  £11,000 
voted  out  of  fixed  income,  to  devote  to  land  improve- 
ment, 4129-30,  4150. — Staff  of  Board  had  been  in- 
creased, and  they  could  do  a great  deal  more  work, 
4090,  4099,  4132.— After  passing  of  Act  of  1903, 
Board  expected  an  accelerated  pace  of  purchase  and 
increased  staff  to  prepare  for  extra  work,  4085-90, 
4099,  4132,  4141,  4167. — Every  shilling  the  Board 
had  was  used  to  host  advantage,  4099. — The  intention 
of  Mr.  Wyndham’s  memorandum  was  that  a large 
proportion  of  increased  income  should  be  used  by 
Board  for  its  primary  work,  viz.,  land  purchase  and 
improvement,  but  administrative  expenses  were  so 
heavy  that  Board  had  only  been  able  to  devote  an 
additional  £1,000,  4133-7,  4138,  4140,  4164-8.— Board 
allowed  8 per  cent,  loss  on  improvement  of  estates, 
and  that  enabled  them  to  deal  with  £140,000  worth 
of  land  a year,  4152. — Unless  this  could  be  increased 
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problem  would  never  be  solved,  4152. — For  present 
year  Board  had  large  contingent  income  of  £64,000 
derived  from  unexpected  profit  on  land  stock,  and 
this  had  been  allocated  to  land  improvement,  con- 
sequently Board  had  spent  large  sums  on  improving 
industries;  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  windfall, 
Board  must  have  voted  a larger  sum  than  £11,000 
out  of  fixed  income  for  improvement  of  estates, 
4154,  4163. — If  intention  of  Mr.  Wyndham’s  memo- 
randum had  been  strictly  carried1  out,  Board 
would  have  been  able  to  deal  with  £380,000 
worth  of  land,  4186-91. — But  the  money  Had 
been  used  for  subsidising  industries,  which 
were  absolutely  necessary  in  some  districts,  as 
no  improvement-  could  be  made  in  the  land,  for  in- 
stance, in  Mr.  Doran’s  A Division,  witness  believed 
Mr.  Wyndham  would  be  fully  satisfied  that  Board 
had  done  their  best  with  increased  income  and  in- 
creased work,  4188-93. — Witness  read  a letter  from 
Mr.  Wyndham.  to  the  Board  showing  that  he  in- 
tended the  £20,000  to  be  applied  to  industries  as  well 
as  to  land  improvements,  4500-12. 

Delay  in  Vesting. 

Board  had  one  and  a quarter  millions  worth 
of  land  bought  since  1903  which,  they  could 
not  deal  with  satisfactorily  unless  they  had 
more  funds,  4202. — Property  was  actually  sold  to  the 
Board,  but  in  some  oases  vesting  orders  were  not 
made  out,  4215. — Delayed  sometimes  one  or  two 
years,  4214. — Operations  could  not  be  commenced  on 
estates  which  were  not  vested,  4148,  4209. — Tenants 
could  not  understand  why  Board  were_  not  in  posi- 
tion of  landlords  directly  they  had  purchased  the 
land,  4302. — Board  had  more  power  after  vesting 
than  ordinary  landlord,  4205. — Witness  thought  there 
would  not  he  so  much  delay  in  future,  as  liberal  pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  vesting  in  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  4211. 

Parish  Committers  and  Sanitary  Work. 

Large  sum  had  been  spent  on  Parish  Committees, 
which  indirectly  were  part  of  estate  works,  4137-8. — 
And  most  necessary  for  carrying  out  Board’s  work, 
as  they  undertook  training  of  the  people,  4173. — 
Parish  Committee  had  a land  scheme,  4201. — And 
improvement  was  part  of  it,  4201. — It  would  be  dis- 
astrous to  withdraw  funds,  as  committees  would  dis- 
appear, and  industries  also,  4196. — Parish  Com- 
mittees were  started  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  in  1897  in  'Swinford  Union ; one  of  the 
poorest  and  most  populous  districts  in  congested 
area,  with  scarcely  any  land  available  for  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings,  4260. — Scheme  was  drawn  up  to 
induce  occupiers  to  make  permanent  improvement  in 
their  dwellings  by  offering  prizes  and  small  grants, 
and  had  worked  most  satisfactorily  ; 160  Parish  Com- 
mittees now  in  congested  districts,  4260,  4336. — Last 
year  Board  spent  £12,000  out  of  its  own  funds 
on  this  work,  4260. — In  no  other  way  could  money 
he  spent  so  productively  for  development  of  agri- 
culture ; from  a sanitary  point  of  view  alone  scheme 
should  be  encouraged,  4260. — Committee  composed  of 
ex-officio  members,  clergymen  of  all  denominations, 
medical  officer,  poor  law  guardians,  and  the  district 
councillors,  temporary  members,  landlord  or  agent, 
and  elective  members ; six  men  appointed  by  the 
parish  and  elected  by  ratepayers  annually,  4264-70, 
4358. — Average  number  of  each  committee  twelve, 
4337. — Members  were  eligible  for  re-election,  4361. — 
Parish  priest  was  usually  the  chairman,  4362. — 
Secretary  appointed  by  local  committee  ascertain 
amount  of  grant  to  bei  given  by  Board,  4271. — 
Amount  varied  from  £50  to  £120,  4272.— -Parish 
schemes  were  drawn  up  of  works  of  material  im- 
provement in  the  parish,  4277. — Scheme  had  to  lie 
approved  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  4278.  4333. — 
Applications  were  then  received  from  people  who 
were  willing  to  undertake  works  of  improvement. 
4279. — No  man  got  a grant  unless  he  first  made 
sanitary  improvements,  4284. — Largest  grant  riven 
to  the  person  who  offered  to  do  the  most  work,  4280, 
4330. — Grant  was  seldom  more  than  one-third  the 
value  of  the  work  done,  4291. — And  was  not  paid 
until  work  was  carried  out,  4289. — Different 

systems  of  Parish  Committees,  4324. — Condi- 

tions of  people  varied  in  each  district,  it  was  ad- 
visable they  should  bo  able  to  suit  their  own  circum- 
stances, 4324-9. — Competing  scheme  in  Donegal  was 
run  on  much  the  same  lines,  4292. — Main  feature  of 
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both  granting  a sum  of  money  for  definite  amount  of 
work,  4297. — Merits  of  both  schemes  were  considered 
by  Board,  4302. — Members  of  Parish  Committees  were 
not  paid,  4307. — Secretary  got  5 per  cent,  on  grant 
up  to  £6,  4308,  4380,  4383,  4479. — In  a parish  where 
scheme  was  in  operation  from  October  to  March  31st, 
not  to  exceed  £6,  and  £10  from  May  to  March  31st, 
4481. 

Sanitary  Work. 


Sub-sanitary  officers  were  paid  well  and  did  no- 
thing, 4309. — In  Donegal  £1,000  a year  wias  spent  on 
salaries,  4312. — 'Witness  had  already  suggested  that 
police  should  be  charged  with  sanitary  duties, 
4313. — RuraL  District  Council,  the  administrative 
body,  disliked  exercising  donupulision  or  sum- 
moning people  and  attached  no  importance  to 
sanitation,  therefore  nothing  was  done,  4317-8. 
8. — Donegal  prize  scheme  with  conditions  of  good  sani- 
tion  attempted  to  remedy  this  ctate  of  things,  4318. — 
Most  important  to  get  in  sympathy  with  people,  edu- 
cate them  and  improve  their  condition  by  reclamation 
and  system  of  drainage,  4316.— Sanitary  officers  could 
not  give  grants  or  compensate  men  for  improvements 
like  Parish  Committees,  4319,  4322. — Parish 

Committees  did  not  undertake  large  schemes  of 
drainage,  4335.— But  tenants  were  encouraged  to 
make  sanitary  improvements  on  their  holdings  and 
supervisor  was  sent  to  show  bow  the  work  should  be 
done,  4335. — No  grant  was  given  to  man  whose  valua- 
tion was  over  £7,  4372,  4374. — Good  effect  of  grant 
was  not  actually  confined  to  those  who  received  it,  as 
neighbours  tried  to  imitate  improvements,  4429-32.— 
Amount  of  grant  was  settled  by  Parish  Committees 
and  approved  by  Board,  4375. — Board  paid  tihe  total 
grant  to  a parish  in  two  contributions,  4372,  4437.— 
First  portion  was  paid  ont  when  earned  before 
second,  portion  was  sent,  4438.— Each  Committee  had 
to  close  up  accounts  at  end  of  the  year  .and  send  in 
any  surplus  to  Board,  4373,  4433.—  Small  sums  fre- 
quently bad  to  be  returned  through  men  not  doing 
work  satisfactorily  or  not  being  up  to  time,  4434.— 
Parish  Committee  did  work  of  supervision  in  most 
economical  way,  4344. — Supervisors  were  good  local 
men  of  intelligence,  4345,  4350-1,  4377. -Sometimes 
had  charge  of  two  parishes,  4351.— Specifications  of 
work  proposed  were  submitted  by  supervisor  to  Com- 
mittee, 4249. — Application  for  grant  was  sent;  with 
supervisors  report  to  Board  in  Dublin,  4367.— They 
had  final  power  to  decide  whether  work  should  be 
undertaken,  6371.— When  work  was  completed  Mr. 
Doran  sent  an  inspector  to  investigate,  6371.— The 
man  who  got  the  grant  knew  that  if  'he  did  not  carry 
out  work  m accordance  with  specification  he  would 
*4®  "'“■t5’'  ma— Ertemion  oi  tils.  was 
KELT , S™1 , reason  ™>  si?en,  M84.-Success 

■Sor  Sa  “ st"ctoe!s  oi  s»P«vi- 

Z434-5;  &rants  'were  given  for  all  sorts  of 
improvements  on  land  as  well  as  on  houses,  4363-6  — 

*<mer!a7h?r  in'8*  paid  7 Percenta£e  on  grant, 
generally  10  per  cent.,  4346,  4378,  4384  — 

mTSP  • C°r.fc  °f  administration  of  Parish  Com- 
o-r6?3  >ln  Connaught  and  Munster  according  to  Mr 
^ was  10  per  cenfc-  °f  4381 ; 

• 4386,  4464.— Last  year  total  amount'  voted  £10  950 

■4394  rtrD«°n  7*  practically  10  per  cent., 

S JL  COS7f  ^ministration  wL  25  pev 

•cent.,  4466.— But  grants  were  much  less  there  and 

**•!»  ind  cost  of  supervision  £500,  which 
worked  out  at  31  pet-  cent.,  4470-3.— Value  of  work  in 
2dncmftWaS  ab°Ut  five  times  the-  a.mount  of  n 
suPervislon  about  3 per  cent.,  practically 
difference  in  cost  of  administration,  4476-7  — 
In^ch  place  supervisors  were  giving  value  for  money, 

.dsE?168*  «id  7 wish  40  Press  the  point  that  non- 

was  owing  to  the  fadt  they  were  appointed  bv  an  i n 
dependent  Board,  4444  — Peonl*  JiH  ‘7  Dy  an  .Ij1" 

Committees  in  spraying  operations,  4485. 
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ment,  4490.— General  opinion  that  work  had  not  h» 
so  well  carried  ont  by  Department,  4492-3  4521  JJS? 
jeet  of  Congested  Districts  Board  was  to’  concenTrlt 
its  attention  on  general  land  question  4495 
Agricultural  Department  Iwas  operating  i’n 
district,  4495.— Live  stock  schemes  and  all  other  aJ 
cultural  work  except  what  was  done  through  Parish 
Committees  were  transferred  to  Department  4495 
— When  new  Department  was  created  in  I899  Boani 

got  an  increase  of  £25,000  a year,  4499. There  was 

no  question  of  transference  of  functions  4497  _it„ 
til  after  Act  of  1903  was  passed,  4497,  4530-1  -1 Board 
gave  Department  £2., 000,  4492.— Estimated  amount 
saved  by  Board  by  transference,  £6,000,  4533.— Esti- 
mated expenditure  for  this  year  on  agriculture  hv 
Board  was  £2,700,  £2,000  to  Department,  £300  to 
agricultural  shows,  and  £400  for  organising  banks 
and  other  charges,  4540. 


Board  continued  its  contribution  to  agricultural 
shows  because  industries  in  which  they  were  interest* d 
were  mixed  up  with  them,  4548. — Grants  of  prizes 
were  confinted  to  persons  in  congested  areas,  4549 
4569. — ’Board  did  not  get  up  the  shows,  4562.— But 
schedule  from  Show  Committee  had  to  be  submitted 
to  them,  4566. 


Staff  of  Board. 

Enormous  proportion  of  temporary  to  per- 
manent officials  on  Congested  Districts  Boani, 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  Board,  but  of  the  Treasury! 
4572,  4581. — Existence  of  Board  was  limited  to  twenty 
years  by  Act  of  Parliament  and  permanent  Civil 
Service  appointments  did  not  terminate  at  twenty 
years,  probable  reason  for  Treasury  not  granting 
Board's  request  for  permanent  officials,  4583,  4592. 

Tree-planting. 

In  1890  after  the  failure  of  potato  crop,  Irish  Gov- 
ernment were  anxious  to  start  relief  works  in  distressed 
districts,  about  960  acres  of  land  at  Knockboy,  in 
County  Galway  were  acquired ; these  lands  were 
handed  over  to  Agricultural  Department  of  Land  Com- 
mission who  spent  £1,970  in  draining,  fencing*  etc., 
and  planted  ninety  acres  with  trees,  4633. — In  1892 
lands  were  assigned  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  they 
spent  further  sums  of  £1,427,  4633. — Land  proved 
most  unfavourable  for  planting  as  it  was  so  exposed 
to  Atlantic  breezes,  and  there  was  no  subsoil,  4625a, 
4630. — Experiment  proved  a failure,  4595. — Board 
had  spent  about  £10,000  on  planting  and  be- 
tween £6,000  and  £7,000  was  spent  at  Knockboy-, 
4595a. — Planting  on  Dillon  estate  had  been  more  suc- 
cessful, any  man  who  fenced  in  his  ground  properly 
was  supplied  with  trees,  4595,  4506,  4598,  4661-3.- 
When.  Board  bought  Dillon  estate  there  were  only 
three  plantations,  five  parishes  (had  not  a single  tree, 
4607-8. — In  Loughglynn  Board  erected  a saw  mill,  old 
trees  were  cut  down  and  used  for  benefit  of  tenants, 
4609. — Sometimes  a small  price  was  charged  for  tim- 
ber, 4616. — And  in  other  cases  no  charge  was  made  at 
all,  4618. — Object  was  to  benefit  tenants  on  Dillon 
estate,  4617. — When  that  estate  was  settled  timber 
would  be  charged  at  business  prices,  except  to  Board’s 
own  tenants,  4618,  4624.— Witness  would  like 

to  see  Parish  Committee  following  Board  and 
carrying  out  operations  'among  poorest  of 
tenants,  supervisors  giving  instruction  and  gradually 
raising  people,  4620.— Desirable  that  more  money 
should  be  spent  on  reafforesting  under  favourable 
circumstances,  4638. — Shelter  belts;  planted  near 
houses,  many  angles  and  patches  on  holdings  that 
might  be  used,  4639.— Parish  Committee  should  have 
power  to  prevent  trespass,  4640  1. — And  might  en- 
courage planting  of  fruit  trees  by  giving  a certain 
number  to  those  tenants  who  would  care  for  them 
4642-3. — Tendency  among  some  tenants  to  cut  down 
trees,  4645. — Prohibitive  clause  in  purchase  agree- 
ment not  of  much  use,  4647. — Many  places  in  con- 
gested' districts  where  trees  might  be  planted  with 
advantage,  4649. 


aWsrm  of  Bond’s  4«eoto1i  Wm  T0 
Department  of  Agriculture 


vocuments  put  in  by  jRev.  Denis  O'Hara,  p^tn 

1.  Memorandum,  as  to  funds  devoted  to  Estates 
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O’DOHERTY,  Mu.  WILLIAM. 

Drainage. 

Expenditure  of  public  funds  on  drainage  advocated 
where  drain  was  common  to  a whole  townland,  per- 
haps, 5233-6,  5241-3. — One  reluctant  person  would  pre- 
vent other  holders  from  doing  the  work,  5237. — Desir- 
able that  such  drainage  work  as  had  been  done  on 
estates  purchased  by  Congested  Districts  Board  should 
be  done  on  those  not  purchased,  5238. — Probable  that 
estates  would  sooner  or  later  be  acquired  by  the  Board 
but  some  had  already  been  sold  to  the  tenants  under 
the  Ashbourne  Act,  very  few  under  Act  of 
1903,  5239-40,  5296-301. — Tenants  should  maintain 
improvement  and  there  should  be  compulsory  power 
to  require  them  to  do  so,  5244,  5246,  5248-50. — County 
Councils  would  not  consider  maintenance  within  their 
rights,  5245. — They  had  not  as  yet  struck  a rate  for 
maintenance  of  improvements  and  had  rarely  done 
anything  of  that  kind,  5247. — Some  estates  in 
Inidhowm  had  been  bought  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  5251-2. — Witness  had 
particular  estates  needing  man  drainage  in  his  mind, 
5253. — Selling  price  of  improved  tenancies  should  be 
so  arranged  that  neither  landlord  nor  tenant  should 
pocket  what  was  made  out  of  public  funds.  5255-7. — 
Grazing  capacity  of  mountains  would  be  much  in- 
creased by  shefep-dvains,  5292. — Sheep-drains  would  bo 
more  or  leas  injured  by  cattle  but  would  still  carry 
off  surface  water,  5293-4. — No  public  funds  should  be 
spent  on  anything  capable  of  reclamation,  5295. 

Mountain  Pasturage. 

Mountain  pasturage,  objections  to  striping  system  as 
destroying  grazing  capacity  of  mountain,  stripes  not 
worth  fencing,  system  introduced  by  landlords  for  pur- 
pose of  squaring  farms,  system  should  be  done  away 
with  and  mearing  made  between  top  of  mountain  and 
arable  land  when  owners  could  graze  according  to  size 
of  holdings  by  the  stint ; belt  should  be  planted  out  of 
public  funds  between  aTable  land  and  commonage, 
plantation  would  encourage  tenants  to  plant,  would 
improve  appearance,  shelter  and  climate,  and  would 
prepare  a supply  of  fuel  for  time  when  peat  was  ex- 
hausted, 5259. — More  quarrels  and  lawsuits  from 
present  system  than  where  land  would  bo  grazed  in 
common,  stripes  not  worth  the  fencing  needed  to  make, 
them  useful,  5260,  5275-6. — Plantation  would  benefit  all 
alike  and  if  one  disagreeable  person  objected  to  it  there 
should  be  power  to  compel  him  to  accept  it,  5261. — 
Everyone  would  have  an  amount  of  belt  proportionate 
to  his  'holding,  5262.— If  Congested  Districts  Board 
purchased  estates  benefit  of  capital  expended  should 
not  bo  given  either  to  landlord  or  tenant,  5263.— It 
migh't  be  dangerous  to  change  system  in  case  of  estates 
already  sold,  5265,  5297. — Plantation  should  be  under 
trustees  of  Congested  Districts  Board  at  any  rate 
till  trees  were  mature,  5266i,  5270,  5271.— Gaps,  as 
many  as  were  convenient  should  bo  made  and  fenced 
to  give  access  to  commonage  through  plantation  belt 
and  there  could  bo  a road  that  would  be  common, 
5271-2. — Additional  cost  would  be  something,  not  very 
much,  5273. — Donegal  formerly  very  much  planted. 
5274. — Trees  would  grow  at  top  of  arable  land,  there 
would  be  enough  shelter  on  face  of  mountain  between 
pasture  and  arable  land,  5277  8.— Witness  did  not 
say  planting  could  be  universally  done,  but  it  could 
be  beneficially  done  in  many  cases,  5279. — Proposals 
confined  to  mountain  not  capable  of  any  reclamation. 
5280-3. — Nothing  done  hitherto  because  there  was  no 
one  to  do  it,  5284. — Stint  made  and  agreed  to  when 
mountains  were  in  common,  5285. — Custom  not  much 
tn  use  for  last  fifty  years,  5286. — Making  of  improve- 
ments suggested  should  be  a condition  of  purchase 
bv  Congested  Districts  Board,  5287.— Allotment  of 
huid  justifiable  only  with  arable  land  or  reolainiabb- 
land  and  there  was  none  on  the  mountains,  5289-90. 

Roabs  and  Bridges. 

Bog  roads  needed,  very  difficult  to  get  anything 
done  by  County  Councils  because  they  wanted 
to  keep  down  local  rates.  5302-3.  5306. — Road- 
making and  maintenance  part  of  business  of 
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County  Councils  in  Ireland,  5305. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  made  one  road  in  the  barony, 
5307. — But  in  general  roads  were  paid  for  out  of 
local  rates,  5307-8. — Congested  Districts  Board  might 
advantageously  make  bog  roads  for  the  general  public 
out-  of  public  funds  where  no  county  roads  existed,. 
5309-12. — Initial  expenditure  all  that  was  asked  for, 
County  Councils  would  maintain  roads  as  they  did 
piers,  if  they  considered  them  of  public  utility,  5313- 
23,  5328.  — County  Councils  should  be  compelled  to 
maintain  roads  no  matter  who  made  them,  5320, 
5324-5. — Even  when  Congested  Districts  Board  con- 
structed a road,  county  authority  made  a shilling 
presentment.  5326-7. — Small  bridges  over  rivulets 
needed  to  accommodate  mountain  holders  and  small 
holders,  5329-39. — Falask  was  a place  in  point,  5336. — 
Congested  Districts  Board  should  build  such  bridges 
and  any  further  road  they  might  think  right,  5334-5. 
— Materials  needed,  stone,  limei,  planks  or  a little 
iron  bridge,  5340. — People  concerned  would  give  labour 
gratis,  5341. 

Parish  Committees. 

Improvements  in  houses  and  holdings  due  to  prizes 
given  by  Parish  Committee,  £70  in  prizes  representing 
£700  worth  of  improvements,  5342,  5351-3,  5355-9. 
— Committee  cost  the  public  nothing,  5342-4. — Super- 
visors on  Committee  not  employed  by  Com- 
mittee, 5343. — Improvements  could  be  seen  three 
or  four  miles  off  at  Sandrum,  5346,  5348-50. — Parish 
improvement  scheme  had  been  in  operation  five  or  six 
years  in  Buncrana,  5354. — Six  parishes  in  union 
of  Inishowen,  expenditure  for  whole  union  £420, 
5361-2. — Improvements  mostly  in  dwelling-houses  and 
approaches  to  dwelling-houses,  5363. — Sanitation  not 
the  greatest  portion  of  improvements,  5367,  5376. — 
Salaries  paid  to  sanitary  officers,  £105,  5364, 
5368,  5371. — Sanitary  officers  could  not  compel 

the  poor  people  to  do  what  Parish  Committee  had  en- 
couraged them  to  do,  5374-6. — Sanitary  officers  had 
seen  to  removal  of  cavtle  from  dwelling  houses  but 
never  Very  effectually,  5375. — Grants  for  such  im- 
provements demoralizing,  some  of  the  people  would 
not  take  them,  5379. — Prizes  had  no  demoralizing 
effect,  5380. — Witness  knew  no  other  part  of  work  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  that  had  called  out  so 
mucBi  local  co-operation,  5381-4,  5387. — Expenditure 
should  be  out  of  public  funds  where  benefit  was  com- 
mon to  a number  of  people,  5385. — Not  more  than 
three  or  four  years  since  first  instalment  fer  prizes 
was  given,  5388. — Procedure  under  prize  system,  Com- 
inirtee  took  applications  for  works  people  intended  to 
do.  Congested  Districts  Board  supplied  rules  and  re- 
gulations as  to  expenditure  of  prize  money,  5389. — 
Witness  prepared  to  enforce  law  in  regard  to  sanita- 
tion but  encouragement  given  by  Parish  Committee 
would  itself  cause  a great  change,  5391-2 — No 
part  of  B.uncrana  electoral  division  scheduled  as 
congested  district  because  number  of  buildings  had 
raised  the  valuation,  Turladale  and  Ballynarry  district 
should  be  scheduled,  5346-7. 

Boats. 

Fishing  industry  of  Inishowen  needed  encourage- 
ment, 5393. — People  should  be  encouraged  to  get  boats 
by  subsidy  of  some  kind  which  should  be  repaid,  5394, 
5400. — Lough  Swilly  people  had  no  large  boats  at  pre- 
sent, 5400. — Industry  needed  encouragement,  fishermen 
■lid  not  know  enough  to  take  the  initiative,  5401-5. — 
Nothing  had  been  done  in  the  district  so  far  as  witness 
knew,  5406-7. 

Piers  and  Boatsups— Fishing  and  Curing. 

Piers  and  boatslips  should  be  built  from  public 
funds,  5394.— -Buncrana  Pier  required  extension,  5395. 
— And  there  should  he  two  or  three  harbours  and  slips 
between  Buntrana  and  Donaree,  and  one  at  Newbridge, 
just  opposite  Buncrana,  5396.  -Only  three  piers  on 
Lough  Swilly,  public  money  would  be  well  ex- 
pended in  making  little  harbours  for  small  boats, 
5399. — No  blame  attached  to  Congested  Districts 
Board.  5407-8. — War  Department  to  blame  for  not  im- 
proving Buncrana  Pier,  5409-10.— Local  Committee 
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to  assist  fishermen  desirable,  5412-4. — No  pier  at  pre- 
sent from  Bunerama  to  MaJin  Head  capable  of  giving 
shelter  to  fishing  boats,  5415. — Large  fishing  fleet  came 
into  bay,  5416-7. — Principally  Scotch  boats,  5418. — 
Buncrana  Pier  used  as  quickest  way  of  getting  to  a 
railway  station,  5418.— Good  deal  of  curing  done  for 
last  few  years,  5419. — Employment  principally  in 
foreign  hands,  5420. — Position  of  Buncrana,  advan- 
tage of  proximity  to  railway  station,  5421-2. — If  the 
railway  went  further  down  Lough  Swilly  boats'  would 
still  want  the  shelter  of  the  harbour,  5423-5. — Pier 
which  could  be  used  by  large  boats  would  greatly 
stimulate  fishing  industry,  5427-9. — Depth  of  water 
eight  or  nine  feet  at  lowest,  twelve  or  fourteen  at 
highest  tide,  5430. — Development  of  cooperage  and 
net-making  industries  would  follow,  but  not  unless 
they  were  subsidised,  and  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  was  the  best  Board  to  do  it,  5431. 


MULLIN,  Mr.  J.  B. 

Congestion.  Uneconomic  Holdings. 

Buncrana  was  not  scheduled  as  a congested  district, 
but  bordered  on  congested  area,  5433,  5461,  5517,  5518. 
— As  great  congestion  was  to  be  found  near  Buncrana 
as  in  any  other  part  of  Donegal,  5433. — Average  farms 
were  too  small  and  poor  to  support  occupiers,  5433, 
5447. — Horses  necessary  for  work  in  the  spring  were 
unemployed  during  great  part  of  the  year,  5433. 


- Industries. 

Additional  employment  for  both  men  and  women 
necessary,  5433. — Formerly  shirt  industry  supplied 
this  want,  but  now  female  home  workers  were  idle  half 
time,  5433. — 'Witness  proposed  establishment  of  knit- 
ting industry,  woollen  mill,  or  carpet  factory,  5433, 
5437. — Ample  water  supply  at  Buncrana  for  such  in- 
dustries, 5433. — Large  mill,  formerly  used  as  spinning 
mill,  now  lying  idle,  might  be  rented,  with  water  rights, 
5433. — Congested  Districts  Board  should  start  and 
assist  industry,  5439-40. — Should  be  self-supporting  in 
a short  time,  5441. — Proposal  had  not  been  made  to 
Congested  Districts  Board,  but  woollen  mills  started 
privately  at  Convoy  and  Spamount  were  very  pros- 
perous, 5442-5. — No  private  enterprise  at  Buncrana, 
5446. — Where  private  enterprise  failed  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  should  step  in,  5447. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  not  stimulated  industry  as  they 
might  as  knitting  industry  had  not  been  started, 
5448. — Private  enterprise  assisted  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  would  probably  suit,  but  private  enter- 
prise was  very  unlikely,  5449,  5450,  5465.— (Private 
enterprise  should  not  always  be  assisted  by  public 
funds,  not  in  Londonderry  for  instance,  5451. — But  it 
should  in  any  congested  area,  5452. — Cooperage,  simi- 
lar to  that  at  Killybegs  and  Burton  Point  might  be 
established  at  the  same  mill,  5433,  5437,  5438. — Open- 
ing for  compressed  peat  industry,  as  peat  was  of  good 
■quality  and  there  were  facilities  for  transit,  5433. 
—Compressed  peat  industry  successful  in  other  parts 
of  Ireland,  5453. — Successful  factory  on  main  line 
from  Londonderry  to  Dublin,  5454-6.— Sufficiency  of 
peat  supply  in  Buncrana  district,  5457-8.— No  waste 
of  fuel  if  industry  were  started,  5459.— Good  water 
power  at  Buncrana,  5460.— Need  for  help  from  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Industries  rather 
than  from  Congested  Districts  Board,  5462.— Benefit 
to  people  in  scheduled  area  if  peat  industry  were 
started  at  Buncrana,  5463— A public  body  should 
give  instruction  and  grant-in-aid,  5464-6. — Result  of 
investigation  would  be  favourable,  5467. 

Parish  Improvement  Scheme. 

Parish  Improvement  Scheme  was  a success,  5433  — 
Increased  grant  from  Congested  Districts  Board  and 
grant  of  prizes  for  spraying  potato  crops  and  planting 
gooseberry  trees  advocated,  5433.  6 


Buncrana  Development  as  Summer  Resort. 

Formation  of  Buncrana  into  Urban  District  f 
■development  as  residential  and  summer  resort  ad-? 
cated,  5434.— Development  of  Buncrana  and  keepi 
pace  with  other  seaside  resorts  impossible  under  co 
trol  of  Rural  District  Council,  5434— Meetings 
Council,  never  held  nearer  than  Car 
donagh,  5434.- Witness  was  a Londonderry  mercha 
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resident  in  Buncrana,  nominated  by  the  Moderator  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to 
give  evidence,  5436,  5516. 


Pies  Accommodation — Means  op  Transit. 

Want  of  sufficient  pier  accommodation  caused  great 
loss  to  fishermen  yearly,  5433. — Instance  in  Mav 
1904,  when  loss  was  estimated  at  £600  on  one  nisht’? 
catch,  5433,  5484,  5487. — Difficulties  of  shipment  of 
iron  ore,  5433,  5468-70— Twelve  to  fourteen  hundred 
tons  of  ore  from  Clonmany  and  Mentiaghs  waiti-no 
shipment,  5433,  5434,  5472-6— Peat  export  trade 
handicapped  by  unsuitable  pier,  5434. — High  rates 
demanded  for  transit  of  iron  ore  from  Buncrana 
because  of  bad  pier  accommodation,  5469— Higher 
rates  charged  by  ships  at  had  piers  than  at  good 
ones,  5477. — Buncrana  not  the  only  pier  from  which 
high  rates  were  charged,  5478— Length  of  time  iron 
ore  was  stored  waiting  for  shipment,  5479,  5480  5483 
—Quantities  shipped,  5481-2. — Boats  waiting  to  land 
herrings  in  May,  1904,  were  Scotch  as  well  as  Bun- 
crana boats,  5485— Scotch  boats  came  habitually  to 
Buncrana,  5486— Which  was  their  headquarters 
while  fishing  ofi  that  coast,  5488. — Employment  given 
to  curers,  etc.,  5489— Curers  ready,  but  owing  to 
congestion  at  pier  fish  deteriorated  and  quantities  had 
to  be  destroyed,  5490-2— Fish  must  be  landed  and 
cured  immediately,  5492-5— Herrings  spread  out  and 
salted  if  there  was  such  a glut  that  curers  could  not 
do  work  in  time,  5497— When  catch  was  good  there 
was  always  difficulty  in  landing  fish  and  curers  would 
refuse  to  come  unless  conditions  were  better,  5498- 
Estimate  of  cost  of  making  pier  efficient  was  £7  000 
5499— County  Council  offered  £1,000,  Agricultural 
Board,  £2,000,  5500. — Extension  of  railway  further 
down  Lough  Swilly  had  been  proposed,  5501— Effect 
on  Buncrana  fishing  industry,  5502-5— Impractica- 
bility of  enlarging  pier  at  Malin  Head,  5506— Grant 
made,  but  not  used,  5507— Representations  had  been 
made  to  Government  about  Buncrana,  5508-9. 

Employment  of  horses  possessed  by  small  farmers  on 
development  of  iron  ore  industry,  when  not  wanted  on 
farms  advocated,  5510-11— Agricultural  holders 
generaHy  had  one  horse,  5512-3— Locality  of  Port 
New,  5515— Object  of  Inquiry  to  widen  scope  of 
B51^rS  Districts  Board,  if  necessary, 


Document  put  in  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Mullin. 
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O’DONNELL,  Mr.  HUGH. 

Scheduling  of  Non-scheduled  Areas. 

f ^®™Parison . congested  and  non-congested  parts 
of  Milford-  Union,  statistics  of  low  valuation  of  town 
lands  which  ought  to  be  scheduled,  5521-6— Reason 
they  were  not  scheduled  possibly  was  that  valuation 
per  head  of  the  electoral  division  was  not  under  30s. 
per  head,  5527. — Alteration  of  definition  of  congested 
districts  to  allow  of  inclusion  of  such  townlands  ad- 
vocated, 5528-9,  5531-2. — Basis  of  witness’s  valuation 
was  that  one  pound  per  head  represented  great  con- 
gestion ; the  townlands  in  list  presented  had  valua- 
tion of  14s.  10d.  only,  5530. — Congested  Districts 
•Board  was  tied  by  Act  of  Parliament,  but  the  Com- 
mission was  to  inquire  as  to  scheduling  districts 
which  were  not  scheduled,  5533. — At  present  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  no  power  to  include  those 
places,  5534-5. — The  electoral  division  was  the  present 
unit,  but  alteration  to  the  townland  division  was  ad- 
vocated,  5537-8. — Witness  did  not  know  of  any  case 
scheduled  which  ought  not  to  have  been,  5539. 


Improvement  of  cottage  industries  advocated,  5540. 

Good  grey  and  red  granite  were  found  at  Bamess 
Gap  and  Glen,  5541. — Granite  had  been  worked  at 
Glen  by  an  English  Company,  but  the  work  was 
stopped,  5622-8. — Shipments  of  granite  were  made 
from  b an  ad,  5629. — Bamess  Gap  had  the  disadvan- 
tage of  being  a good  deal  inland,  5630— But  railway 
passed  through,  5634-5. — English  company  failed 
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through  want  of  money  and  management,  not  through 
bad  granite,  5639-40. — Carpet  and  woollen  factories 
might  be  established,  as  there  was  abundance  of  water 
power,  5542.— Crochet,  shirt-making,  sprigging,  knit- 
ting, and  lace-making  were  required  for  the  girls, 
5542. — Mountain  reserved  by  landlords  should  be  pur- 
chased and  apportioned  among  tenants  for  purpose  of 
sheep -rearing  to  supply  woollen  factories,  5542,  5560-2, 
5570. — Failure  of  weaving  industry  owing  to  bad. 
carding,  5564-6,  5618. — Flax  mills  were  not  working 
through  failure  of  crops  in  Ireland  and  importations 
from  Holland,  Belgium  and  Russia,  5555. — But  in- 
dustry was  reviving  in  County  Donegal,  5556.  -Land 
available  for  migration  in  Cranford,  Moyagh,  Moyle, 
Croaghan,  in  Fannet,  5559,  5587. 


Migration  and  Sanitation. 

Purchase  of  500  acres  of  good  land  in  Milford 
Union  for  purpose  of  migration  advocated,  5543,  5558- 
9,  5587. — Congested  areas  were  valued  too  high,  5543. 
— Crops  on  mountain  holdings  were  not  half  as  good 
as  on  good  land,  while  labour  was  twice  as  great, 
5543,  5551. — Many  young  men  and  women  who  had 
friends  there  who  could  pay  passage  for  them  ©mi- 
grated to  United  States,  5543,  5548. — Emigration  ten- 
dency was  not  decreasing,  5547. — Young  men  too 
poor  to  go  to  America  went  to  Scotland  for  nine 
months  of  the  year,  girls  hired  out  to  farmers,  older 
men  went  to  Scotch  harvest  for  five  or  six  weeks, 
leaving  their  own  crops  to  their  wives  and  children, 
5543. — Congested  Districts  Board  very  popular  in 
Ireland,  people  believed  they  meant  to  help  as  much 
as  funds  allowed,  5543. — Imports  of  foreign  farm  pro- 
duce had  lowered  price  of  crops  at  home,  chiefly  affect- 
ing the  large  farmers,  5543. — Witness  took  exception 
to  the  Rev.  D.  O’Hara’s  statement  in  Dublin  respect- 
ing the  idleness  of  sanitary  officers,  5543. — Sanitary 
law  was  enforced  and  obeyed  in  Milford  Union,  5544-6. 
— Quantity  of  sheep  and  cattle  maintained  in  Donegal 
was  much  greater  than  in  1871  ; witness  did  not 
maintain  that  the  land  was  lesri  Valuable  .than 
then,  5552-3. — Increase  in  value  due  to  some  extent 
to  land  going  out  of  cultivation.  5554. 


Mountain  Land. 

Holdings  adjoining  mountains  were  very  small, 
5567. — Striping  system  should  not  bo  adopted,  5568. 
— But  land  should  l>e  used  as  commonage.  5569. 
—No  sales  had  taken  place  on  Earl  of  Lei- 
trim’s estates  where  mountain  in  question  was  situa- 
ted, 5571. — The  mountain  was  reserved  by  being  wired 
in,  5572-3. — It  was  formerly  used  by  tenants  as  com- 
monage, 5574-9. — Landlord  had  not  much  stock,  and 
would  probably  give  it  to  tenants  if  it  could  be 
reasonably  purchased,  5580. — Tenants  paying  certain 
charge  had  access  to  some  portion  of  the  mountains, 
5581. — Lough  Salt  was  its  name,  running  west  from 
Mulroy,  between  Lough  Keel  and  Glen  Lough, 
5582-4. — Commonage  rights  would  give  tenants  same 
advantages  .as  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  5585— 
Purchase  of  whole  estate,  including  mountain,  ad- 
vocated by  tenants  when  Trinity  College  Commission 
came  to  Milford,  5586— If  the  500  acres  mentioned 
were  used  for  migration,  evicted  persons  might  ob- 
ject to  new  tenants,  5592— Witness  suggested  that 
two  or  three  small  holdings  should  be  put  together, 
and  then  oocupiers  arrange  among  themselves  which 
should  migrate,  5593. — Witness  was  not  sure  whether 
they  would  migrate  to  another  county.  5594-5— Pro- 
prietors of  the  500  acres  proposed  for  migrating 
m«d  them  for  grazing,  5598-9.— 300  acres  on  the 
■Haver  Lurgy  oould  he  reclaimed  and  used  for  mi- 
grating, 5600,  5541,  5608. — Proprietors  bought  at 
fairs  stock  reared  by  small  holders,  5601— Stock  was 
sold  at  fairs  to  the  best  bidders,  not  necessarily  to 
local  men,  5602-4. — Something  was  radically  wrong, 
as  the  population  was  getting  less  and  people  were  no 
richer,  5606.— Grazing  plots  would  bo  tilled  if  dis- 
tributed among  the  tenants,  5607— Widening  ami 
deepening  of  Lurgy  should  only  be  undertaken  in  the 
part  m congested  districts,  5609-12— Lennon  River 
also  reouiml  to  be  drained.  5614.— .The  two  rivers 
should  be  dealt  with  simultaneously,  5616-7.— Glen 
and  Tormon,  where  red  and  grey  granite  were  found, 
were  both  congested  districts.  5620-1. 


Migration. 

Witness  had  known  Inishowen  for  twenty-five 
years,  5641. — He  managed  his  family  property  in 
that  district,  5642. — The  only  way  to*  improve  con- 
ditions was  by  fostering  industries,  especially  the 
fishing  industry,  as  no  large  grazing  tracts  were 
available  for  increase  of  holdings,  and  the  people 
could  not  bo  induced  to  migrate,  5643,  5705. — Migra- 
tion of  some  families  in  order  to  divide  their  hold- 
ings among  others  who  remained  would  be  commer- 
cially impossible  because  of  the  large  tenant-right; 
which  would  mean  very  high  prices  for  their  inte- 
rest, 5645. — Landlord’s  interest  would  have  to  be  pur- 
chased first,  and  tenant’s  interest  dealt  with  after- 
wards, 5646. — Equivalent  interest  could  not  be  ob- 
tained in  land  to  which  he  would  migrate,  as  it  would 
have  to  be  acquired  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
and  buildings  erected  by  them,  5647-9. — Witness  did 
not  know  of  any  unlenanted  land  iu  Donegal  or 
neighbouring  counties  that  could  be  bought  in,  5650. 
—Large  farms  were  cultivated,  5654. — No  grass  land 
within  ten  miles  of  Inishowen,  5655. — Home  instinct 
was  so  great  that  only  a very  large  bribe  would  in- 
duce people  to  leave,  5657. — The  fishermen  would  not 
migrate;  though  some  large  farmers  might,  5658. — 
Not  sufficient  public  spirit  to  induce  some  to  move 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  5659. — Tenants  themselves 
had  not  considered  the  question  of  migration,  5661-2. 

Fishermen — Enlargement  oe  Holdings. 

No  enlargement  of  holdings  had  taken  place  since 
1883;  when  State-aided  emigration  enabled  holdings 
to  be  added  to  adjoining  holdings,  5663,  5773. — En- 
largement of  fishermen’s  holdings  was  no  advantage, 
5664. — Fishing  was  a more  valuable  asset  than  small 
holdings,  5665. — Average  of  a series  of  years  of  fish- 
ing was  not  very  different,  5666a— Heads  of  families 
would  not  work  on  holdings  while  sons  went  fishing; 
but  each  would  share  work ; witness  thought  this 
could  not  be  altered,  5667-8. — Fishermen  would  not 
go  far  afield ; witness  had  tried  to  get  some  men  to 

£)  for  training  in  large  boats  from  Malin  Head  to 
owning's  Bay ; but  they  refused  to  go  even  that  dis- 
tance, because  they  thought  the  shelter  in  the  big 
boats  insufficient,  5669-70. — One-tbird  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Inishowen  followed  fishing  industry,  5671. 
— Witness  knew  of  no  holdings  used  for  grazing  which 
could  be  used  for  enlargement  of  tenants’  holdings. 


Congestion  in  Derry,  Antrim,  and  Tyrone. 

Witness  advocated  extension  of  operations  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  parts  of  Londonderry 
and  Antrim ; as  some  districts  there  were  more  con- 
gested than  scheduled  districts,  5673. — Part  of  Tyrone 
should  also  be  included,  5674. — Commission  could  in- 
quire into  congestion  of  such  districts,  but  could  not 
schedule  them,  5675. — Electoral  division  was  too  large 
a unit,  5676. — Townland  should  be  the  unit,  5677, 
5679,  5692.— Witness  knew  townlands  which  ought  to 
be  scheduled,  and  some  which  were,  but  which  ought 
not  to  be,  5680-1. — £4  valuation  of  holdings  in  a 
townland  was  a fair  standard  for  congestion,  5682-4. 

- -But  townland  should  not  be  scheduled  if  average 
\vas  above  £4,  5683. — No  one  suffered  if  land  con- 
tinued to  be.  scheduled  when  it  was  no  longer  con- 
gested, 5685. — £4  valuation  was  a lower  standard 
than  the  present  one  of  thirty  shillings  per  head, 
5687. — Rateable  value  to  a certain  extent  a test  of  the 
economic  value,  5688.—  Holding  valued  at  £4  would 
not  be  sufficient  in  itself  to  support  a familv,  5689— 
Rateable  value  was  fixed  sixty  years  ago;  but  though 
value  of  land  had  increased  the  £4  holding  was  not 
an  economic  holding,  5689,  5690— The  rateable  value 
yeare  ago  was  the  best  standard  available. 
5691.— Thirty  shillings  per  ln-ad  of  the  population  of 
the  townland  unit  would  be  as  good  a definition  as 
the  £4  valuation,  5693-5. 

Piers. 

Improvement  of  piers  to  admit  larger  boats 
being  used  would  lead  to  a greater  number  of 

Sle  taking  to  fishing,  5696-7,  5725.— Ouldaff 
S1~,U  as  an  example  of  need  for  improve- 
ment; Mr.  Gerald  Balfour’s  opinion  of  the  poorness 
of  its  work.  5698— The  County  Council  was  not  main- 
taining the  pier  though  they  hail  not  objected  to 
/ 2 
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taking  it  over,  5699,  5700. — The  pier  was  used  to 
some  extent  for  fishing  boats,  but  not  for  general 
commercial  purposes,  as  it  did  not  go  far  enough  and 
anchorage  was  not  safe,  5701-3. — County  Council  and 
others  thought  that  if  it  fell  to  pieces  another  might 
be  built,  but  patchwork  was  no  use,  5704. 


YOUNG,  Mr.  GEORGE  L. — continued. 

estate  sold  at  36  years’  purchase  of  the  tenant-right 
5771.— Size  of  largest  farm,  25  acres,  with  valuation 
of  £14  or  £15,  5772. — Large  farms  in  the  Burt  or  Inch 
areas  would  not  bring  so  much  as  in  Innishowen 
5774. — Migration  of  young  men  to  Scotland  for  work 
during  harvest,  5776. 


Industries. 

Home  industries  must  be  fostered ; the  Board 
had  already  given  great  help  establishing  Ag- 
ricultural Show  at  Oarndonagh,  giving  prizes 
for  home  industries ; lectures  had  not  suc- 
ceeded as  well  as  they  should  owing  to  quar- 
rel between  County  Council  and  Department 
of  Agriculture,  5706. — Fruit-growing,  poultry  keep- 
ing and  small  industries  had  been  much  improved 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  5706-7. — Cattle  breed- 
ing was  improving,  5709-12. — Witness  thought  that 
■Congested  Districts  Board  could  prevent  people  keep- 
ing unfit  sires,  5711 -2a. — Lectures  should  be  given 
on  cookery,  laundry  work,  crochet,  knitting,  and 
sprigging,  5713-4. — Lectures  had  not  been  given  in 
Inishowen,  5715. — Work  would  not  be  dropped  after 
•■the  lecturer  left,  5717. — Gooseberry  culture  should  be 
encouraged,  5718. — Witness  meant  by  home  indus- 
tries weaving,  knitting,  crochet-work ; but  hand-loom 
weaving  was  a thing  of  the  past,  5720. — Knitting  in- 
dustry was  very  useful,  5721. — Shirt-making  rather 
depressed,  5722-4. — tSteam-trawling  had  destroyed 
banks  which  looal  fishermen  used  to  use  ; so  larger  boats 
were  required  to  go  further  off,  5726. — Trawlers  tore 
up  the  spawning  grounds,  5728. — Old  beam  trawls 
had  been  done  away  with  and  other  trawls  used, 
-5729'. 

Agricultural  Schemes. 

Witness  thought  Congested  Districts  Board 
managed  agricultural  schemes  better  than  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture;  at  present  there  was  no 
agricultural  scheme  for  County  Donegal,  5730-1. — The 
cause  of  dispute  between  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  County  Council  was  that  Department  refused  to 
allow  appointment  of  residents  in  a county  as  lec- 
-turers  in  that  county,  5732-4. 

Labourers’  Cottages. 

Labourers’  cottages  built  in  Inishowen  had  been 
placed  in  areas  crowded  with  small  holdings,  5737, 
5757-8. — They  were  not  so  much  needed  there  as  in 
other  places  5738. — And  the  expense  was  far  more 
than  they  were  worth,  5739. 


Peat  Industry. 

Compressed  peat  industry  did  not  commend  itself  to 
witness,  as  supply  of  peat  was  inadequate  for  both 
fuel  and  industry,  5741. — One  such  industry  started  in 
County  Antrim  failed  after  one  year,  5743. — An  Eng- 
lish Company  was  extracting  chemicals  from  peat  in 
••County  Antrim,  but  they  had  a large  bog  area  to  work 
from,  5744.  » 


Price  of  Tenant  Right. 

List  of  sales  of  tenant-right  on  Mr.  R.  G. 
Young’s  Estate  since  1st  January,  1882,  5747.— 
Average  price  realised  was  nearly  twenty-five  years’ 
purchase,  but  average  of  holdings  under  £4  sold  for 
higher  than  the  average,  5749.— Tenant’s  interest  sold 
high  when  it  was  sold,  but  that  was  rarely  in  Innish- 
owen, 5750. — On  small  holdings  houses,  as  a rule, 
.were  thatched  cottages,  5752. — Demand  for  cottages  in 
■excess  of  supply,  5753. — Sub-division  and  mortgaging 
•of  small  holdings  should  be  prevented,  Land  Purchase 
Act  of  1903  provided  sufficiently  for  that,  5755.— 
Eldest  son,  on  his  marriage,  remained  on  holding,  and 
trusted  to  custom  to  its  being  left  to  him,  5756.— Six 
labourers  cottages  which  were  built  were  iu  the 
scheduled  area,  5757-8.— Tenant’s  interest  only  was 
-sold,  subject  to  the  payment  to  the  landlord  of  the 
rent,  5760a.— Proportion  between  landlord’s  and  ten- 
ant s interests  not  fixed ; landlords  depended  on  rent 
fixed  in  Land  Court,  and  tenants  on  market  price  in 
the  locality,  5761.— Tenant’s  interest  was  the  right  of 
^occupation  subject  to  a rent,  5766.— Capital  value  of 
landlord  s interest  averaged  25  years’  purchase,  5768. 
—While  the  tenant’s  might  be  as  much  as  66  years’ 
purchase,  5769.— In  Burtonport  district  tenant’s  in- 
terest on  small  holdings  had  gone  up  to  200  and  300 
.years  purchase,  5770.— Largest  farm  on  Mr.  Young’s 


Importation  of  Coal  if  Piers  were  improved. 
One  reason  why  Ouldafi  and  other  piers 
should  be  improved  was  that  coal  could  be 
imported  either  from  Ballyoastle  or  Scotland  at 
reasonable  rates ; this  was  very  necessary,  as  the  turf 
supply  was  practically  exhausted,  5777. — Scotch  coal 
could  be  imported  and  a return  freight  of  limestone 
could  be  sent,  5778a. — No  return  cargo  of  “ pit  ” wood 
could  be  sent,  as  there  was  no  wood ; planting  of  tracts 
by  Congested  Districts  Board  advocated,  5779. 

Planting — Surface  Draining. 
Untenanted  land  where  turf  had  been  out  could  be 
procured  for  planting,  5780-2.— 'Surface  drainage  would 
make  it  fit  for  planting,  5783. — There  were  too  many 
blocks  of  old  trees  in  it  to  make  it  fit  for  growing 
potatoes,  5784. — Surface  drains  for  sheep  were  de- 
stroyed in  two  or  three  years  if  cattle  were  put  on 
the  land,  5786. 

Local  Landlords  should  be  consulted. 
Local  landlords  should  be  more  consulted  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  5788. — Fishery 

{lier  at  Portaleen  might  have  been  better  situated  if 
andlord  had  been  consulted,  5789-90. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  refused  to  put  a pier  in  better  place,  but 
offered  contribution  of  £50  to  County  Council,  who. 
would  not  undertake  it,  5791. — Smallness  of  Board’s 
offer  due  to  large  amount  spent  on  the  other  pier, 
5793. — Board  should  take  the  best  advice  available 
as  to  locality  of  marine  works,  5795. — Both  places 
might  have  piers,  but  if  only  one  had  to  be  chosen, 
the  Board  should  have  chosen  the  other  site,  as  most 
fishing  boats  were  there,  5796,  5804. — Board  acted 
solely  with  the  idea  of  taking  the  best  place,  5797.— 
Objection  of  Board  was  that  there  was  a licensed  es- 
tablishment at  better  site,  5798. — But  that  was  got 
rid  of,  5800. — No  local  contribution  was  made  to  the 
pier  that  had  been  built,  5801. 

Drainage  Works  in  Culdaff  District. 
Witness  ought  to  have  been  consulted  about 
drainage  works  which  were  run  through  his 
land,  5805,  5809. — In  the  Culdaff  district,  5807. 
— Drainage  had  been  originally  made  by  wit- 
ness’s grandfather  in  famine  times,  but  had  got 
silted  up,  5810. — Board’s  scheme  was  a bigger  one,  as 
it  ran  through  another  property  as  well,  5814. — Ten- 
ants had  not  kept  drain  in  good  order  on  witness's 
property,  therefore  it  had  silted  up,  5815-6.— Low 
level  made  it  difficult  to  maintain  drainage,  and  there 
was  no  power  to  compel  tenants  to  do  it,  5817,  5822. 
— The  work  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  was  a 
great  improvement,  but  it  had  not  gone  far  enough, 
5819-21. — Board  had  no  power  to  enforce  maintenance 
of  drain,  5824. 

Comparison  of  Congested  Districts  Board  and 
Estates  Commissioners. 

Witness  thought  that  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  not  be  amalgamated  with  Estates 
Commissioners,  as  it  was  doing  good  work  alone, 
5825,  5848. — Better  than  either  Estates  Commissioners 
or  Agricultural  Department,  5826. — There  was  less  red 
tape  about  it,  5828,  5837-8,  5843. 

Delays  Due  to  Repeated  Inspections. 
Commissioners  very  slow  in  carrying  out 

sales,  5830,  5836-7. — Cause  was  repeated  inspec- 
tions ; one  estate  h ad  been  inspected  three 
times,  but  sale  was  not  yet  carriad  through, 
5831. — Witness  had  neither  sold  nor  purchaed  through 
Congested  District®  Board,  5833-4.— Estates  Commis- 
sioners said  they  had  plenty  of  money,  but  could  not 
distribute  it,  5839. — Congested  Districts  Board  was 
freer,  because  it  was  not  a Government  Department, 
5840-1. — Repeated  inspections  were  made  by  Estates 
Commissioners  to  see  how  they  could  improve  pro- 
perty,  5844. — Inspections  produced  unrest  in  the 
neighbourhood,  5847. 
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Prohibition-  ori  New  Licences. 

Board  should  be  given  power  to  proliib't  all  new 
licences  for  public-houses  or  spirit  grocers’ 
licences  when  purchasing  estates,  5848. — Li- 

censing Act  would  expire  next  year ; the  only 
way  to  prevent  new  licences  was  by  having  judicial 
rent  fixed,  as  magistrates  had  no  power  to  prevent 
new  licences,  5849.— Unless  the  Act  was  renewed, 
5850. — Congested  Districts  Board  should  be  given 
compulsory  powers  to  get  rid  of  existing  licences  and 
prohibit  new  ones,  5851.  -Board  had  taken  upon 
itself  to  prohibit  new  licences,  whether  it  had  the 
power  or  not,  5852. 


GALLAGHER,  Rev.  JAMES. 

Rathmullan  and  Fanad. 

Witness  had  been  stationed  twelve  years  in  Rath- 
mullan,  5853. — He  did  not  appear  in  his  clerical 
capacity,  but  as  one  who  had  lived  among,  and 
known,  the  wants  of  the  district  for  thirty-four 
years ; evidence  confined  to  parishes  of  Rathmullan 
and  Fanad,  the  area  of  which  was  about  53,000 
acres,  and  population  10,360. — The  two  parishes  con- 
tained eleven  electoral  poor  law  divisions,  six  of 
them  congested,  and  five  non-congested ; population 
of  congested  area,  6,066. — Valuation  of  the  two 
parishes,  £18,360 ; of  congested  portion  £6,360,  or 
only  about  one-third  of  total,  though  area  was  more 
than  one-half  ; average  valuation  of  landholders,  poor 
tenant  farmers  (tenants  from  year  to  year)  was 
£5  5s.  10d.  ; soil  either  reclaimed  bog  or  inferior 
gravelly  clay,  with  blue-clay  sub-soil,  5855. 

Estates  Sold. 

Two  estates  had  been  sold  under  Ashbourne  Acts, 
and  one  under  Act  of  1903  at  25  years’  purchase,  plus 
bonus  to  the  landlords,  5855. — Tenant  from  year  to 
year  meant  statutory  tenant  under  Act  of  1881,  with 
fixity  of  tenure  at  specified  rent  for  fifteen  years 
and  onwards,  5857-9. — Cochrane  estate  was  sold 
under  Act  of  1903,  Batt  and  Woodhouse  estates 
under  Ashbourne  Acts.  5859. — Land  Commission 
valued  Woodhouse  eotate  and  fixed  fourteen  and  a 
half  to  fifteen  years’  purchase,  though  landlord  had 
previously  consented  to  sell  at  sixteen  years’  pur- 
chase, 5859. 

Character  of  District. 

People  in  congested  districts  were  poor,  strug- 
gling peasantry ; the  standard  of  living  was 
very  low  ; the  sources  of  revenue  were  farms,  fishing, 
help  from  relatives  abroad,  home  industries,  but  in 
no  case  Known  to  witness  had  a single  family  existed 
on  the  farm  without  some  extraneous  assistance, 
5859. — Proportions  obtained  from  various  sources 
were  difficult  to  determine,  5859. 

Work  of  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  given  grant 
for  weaving  industry  at  Milford,  assistance 
for  making  roads  and  bi-idges,  four  or  five 
large-decked  fishing  boats,  £50  to  be  nucleus 
of  fund  to  found  an  agricultural  bank,  tliev 
had  improved  breed  of  poultry  and  founded  a lace 
industry,  which  was  very  successful,  an  average  of 
seventy  girls  earning  from  8s.  to  10s.  a week,  5859.— 
Lace  was  sold  at  a de.pot  in  Grafton-stieet,  and 
earnings  of  girls  at  Rathmullan  for  one  year  were 
nearly  £600,  5862. 

Parish  Committee  Schemes. 

Parish  Committee  scheme  of  prizes  intro- 
duced into  Donegal  redounded  to  credit  of 
Board,  5862. — In  the  West  of  Ireland  assistance 
was  given  to  complete  certain  works;  in  Donegal 
Parish  Committee  gave  prizes  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  houses  and  surroundings;  committee  cost 
the  public  nothing,  5862.— In  Rathmullan  value  of 
work  done  in  proportion  to  grant  averaged  in  the 
first  year  six  times  the  grant;  in  the  second  year 
eleven  and  a half  times,  and  in  the  third  year 
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fourteen  times  the  grant,  5862-4. — Grant  for  first 
year  was  £25  ; second,  £35  ; third,  £40  ; and  fourth, 
£45  ; £5  was  allocated  for  a small  show,  and  £40 
distributed  in  prizes,  5862-3. — In  Fanad  value  of 
work  done  last  year  was  twenty-two  and  a half 
times  amount  of  grant,  5864. — Prizes  were  offered 
for  improvements  in  houses,  piggeries,  dairies,  fowl- 
houses,  home  industries,  5865. — Prizes  were  really 
rewards  to  all  who  did  good  work,  5866. — Prizes 
were  awarded  to  work  most  strongly  recommended  by 
supervisor,  5867. — Most  who  competed  got  prizes,  if 
not  one  yar,  then  another,  5870. — Inspectors  ex- 
amined and  reported  to  committee  result  of  year’s 
work,  5871. — Number  of  competitors  closely  coincided 
with  number  of  prizes,  but  there  was  no  wire-pulling  ; 
people  competed  or  not  as  they  liked,  6872. — Dis- 
appointed competitors  strove  to  recoup  themselves  the 
following  year,  5874. — Number  of  competitors  double 
that  of  last  year,  5875. — People  carried  out  whole 
work  whether  they  received  a prize  or  not,  5876-7. — 
Prizes  were  limited  because  the  grant  was  limited, 
5879-81. — In  Fanad  competition  was  keener,  5882. — 
Improvements  were  made  which  could  not  have 
prizes,  5883. — Board’s  supervisor  appraised  the 
work  done,  5884. — Estimating  cost  of  material  and 
value  of  labour,  5885. — Labour  was  not  thrown  away 
if  prizes  were  not  awarded,  as  improvements  re- 
mained, 5886. — Prize,  a stimulus  to  self-help,  5887. — 
Working  of  scheme  had  done  great  good  in  Donegal, 
5888.— Congested  Districts  Board  might  increase 
grant  to  Parish  Committee,  5921. — Prizes  had  been 
mainly  for  improvements  of  dwelling-houses,  hut 
later,  reclamation  and  drainage  might  be  under- 
taken, 5922. — (Material  condition  of  the  people  had 
not  been  improved  by  the  prizes,  5922-3. — But  pro- 
perty was  made  more  valuable  and  the  doctor  was 
kept  out,  as  contagious  diseases  were  lessened, 
5924-6. 


Price  of  Land  before  and  after  Act  of  1903. 

There  was  not  much  difference  in  annuity  be- 
tween purchases  at  eighteen  and  a half  years  before 
the  Act  of  1903  and  those  at  twenty  years  after 
the  Act,  5889. — Landlord  fared  better  by  waiting 
for  Act  of  1903,  tenants  expected  they  would  get 
the  farms  at  previous  offer,  but  tenants  in  arrears 
influenced  the  others,  and  more  years’  purchase  was 
given,  5891. — In  consequence  of  reduction  of  annuity, 
tenant  purchaser  could  now  give  more  years’  pur- 
chase and  yet  be  in  the  (same  position  as  regards 
annuity  as  if  he  had  bought  prior  to  1903,  5892.— 
Period  of  repayment  longer,  viz.,  sixty-eight  and  a 
half  years,  without  decadal  reductions',  5893. — But 
annuity'  was  less,  5894. 

Effect  of  Ownership. 

Since  purchase  under  Ashbourne  Acts  improve- 
ments had  taken  place,  5895-6. — 'Food  of  people 
had  not  improved,  but  sense  of  security  had,  5897. — 
Tenant  had  now  courage  to  make  improvements,  as 
he  knew  his  rent  could  not  be  raised  in  consequence, 
5898.\. — Both  those  who  had  bought  land  and  those 
who  had  not  were  anxious  to  compete  for  Parish 
Committee’s  prizes.  5899. 

Initiation  of  Improvements  in  very  Poor 
Districts. 

In  Donegal  very  poor  landholders  were  not  able  to 
initiate  improvements  : witness  advocated  visits  of  Sub- 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  could  report  on  improvements 
required  to  Parish  Committee,  who  could  ask  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  grant,  5900. 

Definition  of  Congestion — Extension 
required  . 

Board  should  have-  statutory  power  to  tackle  con- 
gestion and  poverty  wherever  they  were  mot  with, 
5901,  5901a.— The  Board  should  have  the  power  to 
fix  on  a certain  number  of  people  in  a district  below 
a certain  valuation,  and  of  adding  townlands  to  dis- 
tricts already  scheduled,  5902.— Standard  of  20  per 
cent,  in  a townland  under  a certain  valuation  might 
not  reach  all  cases,  but  it  would  make  a fair  attempt 
at  reaching  all,  5904.— Act  of  1903 had  been  working 
such  a short,  time  that  it  was  difficult  to  judgo  of  its 
consequences,  5905-6.— Sub-division  had  ceased  in 
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Donegal,  5907. — Older  sons  often  emigrated,  and 
farm  was  left  to  the  “refuse  of  the  family,”  5908. — 
Youngest  son  was  not  always  the  “refuse,’'  5909. 

Difficulties  in  the  wav  of  Migeation. 

Board  should  enlarge  fax-ms  by  migration,  but  this 
was  impracticable  in  Donegal,  as  there  was  no  land 
which  could!  be  used  for  migration,  5909,  5911. — In 
South  Donegal  there  was  some  untenantedi  land, 
especially  on  Mr.  .Bustard’s  estate,  whei*e  about  sixty 
families  were  evicted  in  1847-8,  5910. — 'Fisher-folk 
would  not  migrate,  as  homing  instinct  was  too 
strong,  5912. — They  went  to  America  because  they 
were  compelled  to  go,  5913. — They  would  consider  it 
as  great  a hardship  to  go  to  Meath  or  Westmeath, 
as  to  go  to  America,  5914. — Fishermen  were  amphi- 
bious people,  they  would  not  like  to  go  inland  for 
farming  only,  5915. — Though  whole  families  might 
be  . induced  to  go,  5916. — 'Witness  did  not  know  of 
any  untenanted  land  in  Fanad,  as  the  late  Lord 
Leitrim  gave  hack  all  land  to  tenants  who  were 
evicted  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  5918. — There  was 
plenty  of  mountain  land,  but  people  would1  not 
migrate  on  to  that,  5920. — 'Witness  had  never  asked 
the  people  whether  they  would  go  to  Westmeath,  but 
he  thought  main  reliance  must  he  placed  on  develop- 
ment of  home  industries  and  fishing,  5921. 

Development  of  Fishbeies. 

Fishing  industry  might  he  developed  by  grants 
for  building  big  boats  for  open  sea  fishing ; 
a fisherman  who  had  received  £45  grant  had 
almost  paid  it  back  and  made  much  more 
than  if  he  had  only  been  able  to  fish  close  to 
the  land,  turbot,  sole,  and  plaice  were  caught,  5927. 
— Fishing  from  Malin  Head  to  Sheephaven  lasted 
from  15th  April  till  Christmas,  5929.— Herring- 
fishing  w.as  prohibited  dui-ing  April,  trawling,  hand- 
line, or  long-line  fishing  not  prohibited  at  all,  5931. 
—Artillery  practice  interfered  to  some  extent  with 
,ln  Lough  Swilly ; fishermen’s  experience  was 
that  .fish  were  more  numerous  and  more  easily  caught 
where  trawlers  were  not  allowed,  5934.— Construction 
of  breakwater  at  Newbridge  was  necessary,  as  there 
was  no  shelter  on  that  side,  5935.— Buncrana  would 
be  nearer  the  rail,  but  shelter  was  required  on  that 
5937  5836-~'Local  ^mand  fcr  fish  was  considerable, 


SWAN,  Me.  THOMAS. 

Congestion  Neae  Small  Towns. 

Areas  close  to  small  towns  required  to  be  dealt 
with  as  congested  quite  as  much  as  more  remote 
places,  as  inhabitants  in  greater  poverty,  5941  _ 
Buncrana  and  Camdonagh  towns  should  not  be  in- 
cluded m congested  area,  but  the  boundary  should  be 
brought  nearer  the  towns,  because  small  farmers  were 

CTen  poorer  than  in  congested  areas,  5942,  5945. 

Broximity  to  towns  was  not  much  advantage,  as  none 
were  very  far  away  from  market  towns,  5943-4.— 
JNo  lands  in  Inishowen  available  for  relief  of  con- 
5®51-7H]^osj'  holdings  were  too  small, 
Goodi  deal  of  land  had  been  reclaimed  and 
added  to  arable  portions  of  holdings,  but  more  might 
be  done  and  loans  made  for  the  purpose,  5941 — 
lhltnT  i,WaS  gainst  any  system  of  “ free-grants,” 
’aWay  ®elff'1-esPect  ^ self-reliancef  grants 

2t2i  SwTSB? for  those  who  tried  help w 

Caeb  in  Selection  of  Breeding  Animals. 

,inf?ri<>r  nmle  -animals  for  stud  uur- 
pos^  shouid  be  prohibited-  and  made  a criminal 
for  preGa?tlons  ‘w'olll<i  Probably  only  be  needed 
for  four  or  five  years,  5941,  5968-9,  5977.—  Exueri- 
mental  mountain  farms  should  be  established  where 
adduce  might  be  given  and  facilities  Sed  for 
procuring  good,  fresh  seed  ; sale  of  old,  immure  or 
unsound  seed  should  be  severely  punished,  P5941.— 

r Encouragement  of  Local  Industeies. 

Witness  did  not  approve  of  “ municipal  tradinz  ” 
or  agricultural  banks,”  but  thought  that  enter- 
prising young  men  and  women  might  be  encouralPf) 
to  start  industries,  5941,  5978-9,  5982,-Women  were 
better  supplied  with  work  than  men.  5941.— Woollen 
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manufacture  and  peat  products  were  the  most 
ful,  5941,  5982.— Congested  Districts  Board  3* 
advance  half  the  initial  capital  ,as  a loan  5941 
5982.— Help  should  not  he  given  for  establishment  of 
rival  firms  in  locally  established  trades  5941  ___ 
Witness  did  not  know  that  grants  had  been 
made  to  start  industries,  5984.—  Sand  at  Newbridoa 
was  excellent  for  building  purposes,  and  might  L 
developed  if  railway  was  reasonable  Tefrerdinz 
freights,  5986-8.— 'Railway  company  had  not  em 
oouraged1  local  industries  'along  the  line  as  (they 
should  have  done,  5989.— Board  should  wait  until 
proposals  were  made  to  them,  they  should  not 
initiate  industries,  5990. — Railway  ran  through  -wit- 
ness’s mill  yard,  hut  company  would  not  give  siding 
5991-2.— Also  they  would  not  .allow  electric  light 
poles  to  he  put  down  outside  their  line,  although 
the  railway  was  made  by  Government,  5993k. 
Police  should  be  made  sanitary  inspectors,  as  they 
had  no  local  interests,  5941.— Tree-planting  on  a 
large  scale  would  not  be  practicable  in  Inishowen 
but  planting  trees  round  dwellings  might  be  facili- 
tated, 5941. — Publiehouses  should  not  be  run  in  con- 
gested area,  5941. 


Diet. 

People  should  be  encouraged  to  return  to  oat- 
meal and  wheaten  porridge,  eggs  and  milk 
which  had  been  largely  abandoned  for  Indian 
meal,  fine  flour,  tea,  and  tinned  manna,  with  result 
that  physique  was  deteriorating,  5941.— Witness  ad- 
vocated small  factories  for  shirt  and  such  like  indus- 
tries, as  country  factory  system  developed  fine, 
healthy  girls,  home  work  weak  and  sickly  ones, 
5941.— Lunacy  was  greatly  on  the  increase,  due  to 
unsuitable  food,  consanguineous  marriages,  marriage 
of  lunatics  and  persons  of  weak  intellect,  5941- 
Witness  advocated  alteration  of  food,  lessening 
drinking  facilities,  and  encouraging  people  to  many 
out  of  their  own  parish,  5941.—  -Buncrana  pier, 
though  not  in  congested  area,  served  congested  dis- 
tricts, and  if  enlarged  would  yield  increased  in- 
come, 5941. 

Unit  of  Congestion. 

Witness  advocated  the  barony  being  made  the 
unit,  and  would  exclude  from  benefits  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  all  persons  over  £10 
valuation,  5945. — ‘Conditions  an  Donegal  only, 
referred  to,  5947. — Large  area  should  be  included  in 
operation  of  Board  if  it  were  generally  poor,  5948- 
Term  barony  had  been  done  away  with  by  Local 
Government  Act,  but  larger  iarea  than  present  limit 
could  be  arranged,  5950. — Inishowen  possessed  in 
large  farms,  5952. 

Advances  foe  Reclamation. 

Advances  to  tenants  by  Board  for  reclamation  of 
land  advocated,  5953-5. — At  present  advances  were 
niade  by  Board  of  Works,  but  that  was  an  expen- 
sive way  of  doing  it,  5955. — Witness  would  not  inter- 
fere with  principle  of  giving  loans  bv  Board  ot 
Works,  5959. 

Public  Grants  and  Local  Contributions. 

Piers  should  he  built  out  of  public  funds, 
•but  people-  locally  should  be  tested  as  to  whe- 
ther they  really  wanted  them,  by  giving  con- 
tribution of  either  money  or  labour,  5962,  5967. 
-—•At  Newbridge,  for  instance,  fishermen  might  con- 
tribute one  or  two  weeks’  labour,  5963. — County 
Council  and  Department  of  Agriculture  had  fallen 
out  over  instructors,  but  witness  thought  there  was 
some  agricultural  scheme,  5073-6. 

Municipal  Trading  and  Agricultural  Banks. 

Agricultural  Banks  worked  well  in  some  parts  of 
Ireland,  5980-1. — .Witness  objected  to  municipal  trad- 
ing, as  it  would  not  work  locally,  and  nobody  was 
paid  for  looking  after  it,  5994-7.— -But  there  was  no 
objection  to  State  banking,  as  State  officials  would 
manage  it,  5998. — 'Farmers  could  not  manage  a bank 
themselves,  as  no  one  had  sufficient  time  to  devote  to 
it,  5999. — Trading  capital  of  Agricultural  Banks  was 
small,  but  witness  thought  they  could  not  be  worked 
without  loss,  6000-3. — 'Parish  Improvement  Scheme 
w.as  the  best  possible  way  to  encourage  people  to  bet- 
ter their  condition,  6004. 
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Large  Farriers  is  Ulster. 

Gookstown  to  Strabane  badly  congested,  Sir  A. 
MaoDonnell’s  observation  “In  prosperous  Ulster” 
quite  wrong,  last  ten  or  eleven  years  had  been  a 
desperate  time  for  large  fanners,  6008. — Large  far- 
mer was  one  with  80  to  100  acres  of  land,  and  for- 
merly employed  labour ; now  they  let  the  land  for 
cropping,  smaller  fanners  took  land  at  enormous 
prices,  system  did  very  well  for  seven  or  eight  years, 
but  destroyed  fertility  of  land,  6009. 


Cox-acre. 

Con-acre  or  annual  letting  system  general  from 
Omagh  to  Coleraine,  not  unmixed  evil,  as  it 
provided  winter  feeding  for  cattle  of  small 
farmers,  6010,  6013. — -Small  farmers  pa:d  £6 

or  £7  an  acre  for  land  for  oats,  6011. — 
This  tided  the  big  farmer  over,  but  witness 
did  not  think  half  of  them  would  get  over  it,  sales 
of  farms  by  auction  almost  as  bad,  mountain  holders 
with  small  capital  glad  to  buy  small  reasonable 
farms,  better  if  they  sent  their  sons  to  labour,  but 
nowadays  any  man  who  worked  his  farm  to  profit 
employed  machinery,  6012. — Auctioneers,  not  tenants, 
who  were  getting  benefit  of  fanns,  6015.— -Sixty  or 
seventy-acre  farm  worked  by  farmer  and  his  family 
would  be  profitable,  6016. — "Witness's  principal  ex- 
perience had  been  in  Gweedore  and  Cloughaneely  and 
Fanad,  in  connection  with  Lord  Leitrim’s  estates; 
witness  had  conducted  cases  for  all  the  Fanad  men 
and  districts  round,  and  was  acquainted  with  all 
conditions,  6017. 


Condition  of  Tyrone  and  Derry. 

In  Tyrone  and  Derry  spring  late,  winter  early, 
altitude  to  which  cultivation  had  been  carried 
astonishing,  best  solution  for  difficulties  of  congested 
districts  was  to  go  and  see  what  had  been  done  in 
Derry,  farmers  had  gained  experience  in  plains  on 
bad  fanns  and  at  Agricultural  School  at  Lough  Ash ; 
reclamation  followed  by  increases  in  rent  and  price 
of  turbary,  and  high-handed  conduct  of  landlords, 
one  tenant  charged  for  notice  to  quit,  6017. — Incident 
occurred  in  1884  or  1885,  6018.— Before  1881,  witness 
found  Irish-speaking  people  had  difficulty  in  givin« 
evidence  in  English,  6019.— District  referred  to  was 
above  Plumbridge,  on  Spearin  estates  and  other 
neighbouring  estates  ; rent  increased  three  times  in 
all  cases,  often  four  or  five  times,  bog  raised  from 
Is.  to  5s.  concurrently  with  rent,  6020.— District 
came  within  scope  of  Commission’s  inquiry  as  being 
congested,  farms  very  small,  population  thick,  6021 
—Same  problem  in  Donegal,  6022,-Uondition 

of  County  Tyrone  more  cl  ament,  in  Gweedore 
labour  not  principally  applied  to  land,  money 
produced  through  hiring  out  in  the  Lagan,  etc.,  but 
in  Tyrone,  living  had  to  be  made  out  of  land; 
holdings  should  he  inspected,  grazing  should 

an<1  ™ai'ked  by  a “stint,” 

5023.— Witness  desired  that  these  lands  should 
h®.  scheduled  and  dealt  with  as  if  in  con- 
gestod  district,  6024. — Districts  in  question,  rural 
Districts  of  Strabane,  Gortin,  and  Gookstown,  6027. 

Unit  of  Congestion. 

No  need  for  mathematical  definition  of  unit,  dis- 
tinction was  between  clay  and  bog,  6028-9.— Definition 
of  congested  district  in  Act  of  1891  should  be  amended 
to  take  in  all  poorer  districts,  6050-6,  and  note  — 
t amers  living  in  valleys  high  up  in  the  mountain, 
wito  U^mnlyTrPiirt  of  the  townland  should  be  dealt 
with,  6030.— However  small  the  numbers,  if  within 
organisation,  hut  more  often  there  were 
families  m a valley  ; witness’s  observations  applied 
to  County  Derry,  district  above  Claudy,  quite  as 
\Zl'  w,to  T>'r?n® ' Tyrone  men  better  farmere  and 
land  better  worked,  6031— Congested  part  of  S'tra- 
oane  on  mountain  away  to  the  east,  6032-3. 


was  the  same ; decrease  of  rural  population  in 
Tyrone  13.3,  Donegal  6.6,  Mayo  9.2,  Galway  9.7, 
Derry  13.1 ; nearly  50  per  cent,  of  greater  decrease 
in  Ulster,  death-rate  of  small  farmers  also  greater, 
6035. — Rateable  value  unsafe  guide,  comparing 
Ulster  with  rest  of  country,  6036-7. — Ulster  valua- 
tion made  in  1860,  6040. — -The  other,  1845,  6041-2. — 
Between  those  dates  conditions  had  changed,  6043-4. 
— Griffith’s  valuation  continuous  from  1840-60,  rate 
increased  between  commencement  and  finishing, 
6045-6. — Evictions  and  ejectments  more  frequent  in 
Ulster  than  other  provinces,  -Commissioners  should 
get  amount  of  ejectments  from  Excise  authorities ; 
same  conditions  applied  to  Tyrone  as  to  Gweedore 
and  iCJoughaneely,  6047. — Witness  convinced  same 
conditions  existed  in  Strabane,  Omagh,  and  Cooks- 
town  as  in  congested  districts,  6048. — Commission 
should  not  be  limited  to  the  West,  6049. 

Turbary. 

Necessity  for  preserving  turbary,  impossible 
for  poor  to  live  without  it,  6056.— All  tur- 
bary should  belong  to  State  and  be  husbanded 
like  the  forests  in  France,  6057. — No  reason  why 
State  should  not  impose  conditions  on  purchasers, 
6057a-8.  Maintenance  of  turbary,  6057a. — “As here- 
tofore ” meant,  as  before  tenants  were  rack-rented, 
6060.— It  should  be  under  control  of  trustees,  and 
there  should  be  general  legislation  to  prevent  people 
carrying  away  large  quantities,  6061. 

Purchase  Terms. 

Small  holders  should  he  assisted  to  purchase  farms 
and  given  similar  advantages  to  those  in  legally  con- 
gested districts,  after  that  the  main  thing  was  to  let 
them  alone,  6061-3. 


State  Aid  restricting  to  Common  Things. 

Common  things,  turbary,  grazing,  road-making, 
etc.,  were  subjects  for  Commission,  and  people  should 
be  educated  to  maintain  them  ; education  should  be 
on  the  lines  of  gardener’s  education,  6064. 


Drainage. 

Main  and  surface  drainage  most  important, 
mountains  destroyed  by  not  being  surface-drained, 
sheep-drams  very  rare  ; main  drains  in  valleys  abso- 
lutely required,  large  tracts  destroyed  in  flood  time, 
r06^'— £lrS?  infinitely  better  on  surface-drained 
land,  6065.— Surface  drains  should  be  made  at  ex- 
pense of  joint  owners,  organised  and  assisted  by 
Commission,  people  only  wanted  a chance  which  the 
landlords  ought  to.  have  given  them,  6066,  6069— 
Drainage  would  he  remunerative,  witness  would 
recommend  nothing  that  did  not  pay,  and  better 
prices  gained  for  land  when  sold,  6067,  6069. 


R DUCAT  TON  NEEDED. 


Agricultural  education  necessary  for  people,  6070. 
—Agricultural  Department  had  'done  nothin"-  for 
edaciton,  6072._n,eor«tio.llj,  they  ought  t?  loot 
after  education,  whilst  Congested  Districts  Board 
looked  after  common  things  which  people  could  not 
do  themselves,  hut  Agricultural  Department  had 
given  wrong  kind  of  instruction,  6073. 

Migration  as  remedy  for  congestion,  if  farms  going 
out  of  cultivation  could  be  bought,  people  would  comb 
<iown  and  pay  fair  price,  and  relieve  people  above ; 
extraordinary  benefit  derived  from  tenant-right  svstem 
accounted  for  better  state  of  things  in  Tyrone 
fin?''~TyTc  Pe0p+l0  ^ad  ® traditional  education'. 
60V*..  And  fine  natural  parte  and  character,  6075  — 
Lough  Ash  School  maintained  by  grant  of  Commis- 
sioner of  General  Education,  in  conjunction  with 
aj^°r607^S'  6078"“<~'t‘aK'“<3  to  twenty-five  years 
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H'.Mii.'STED 


HOARD. 


Rateable  Valuation  as  Standard  of  Comparison.  4 . , 

In  Connaught,  rateable  valuation  per  head,  £2  5s  : Situated*™  a,,tJP‘ca?1.congested  district,  6085,  6089— 

Derry,  Donegal,  and  Tyrone,  £2*  i (I860  vnlua-  three  ,^llly’  °PP°«te  Fannet,  contained 

other  ’„Lls.ter’  25  P°r  c.ent-  in  proportion  than  head  nineteen  shil lines  nod  COngCstod’  valnation  per 

•other  provinces ; therefore,  taking  the  three  counties  Districts  XL  i f d som?  pence;  Congested 
»<!  — of  Co.n.u-ht,  tho  W„-SJ 
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connel  drains;  Board  made  grant  for  each  drain; 
drains  about  IT  miles  long,  breadth  of  district  drained 
half  a mile;  farmers  said  they  would  have  had  to 
leave  but  for  the  drains,  6090.— Farmers  made  sub- 
sidiary drains,  mostly  open,  because  of  marshy  ground, 
6091. — Committee  made  Ballyliffen  drain,  and  Board 
agreed  with  them  to  keep  main  drain  going,  6092-3. — 
Parish  Priest  a member  of  committee,  6093. 

Turbary  Road. 

Road  made  for  turbary,  great  convenience,  en- 
abling people  to  fetch  turf  with  horse,  6094. — 
County  Council  took  over  road  and  maintained  it, 
but  had  not  had  to  expend  much  money,  6095. — 'And 
road  would  become  less  useful  as  turf  was  cut  away, 
6096. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Board  assisted  people  in  getting  boats;  provided 
three  boats  for  herring  fishery  on  share  system,  men 
making  money,  £20  apiece  first  week,  6096. — Six  men 
in  crew,  6097. — A large-sized  boat,  a Zulu,  6098-9. — 
Boats  tried  to  fish  from  Leenane,  but  had  to  come  to 
Buncrana  up  the  Lough;  one  shipper  said  he  was  too 
late  for  market,  because  it  took  too  long  coming  from 
mouth  of  Lough  to  Buncrana,  6100. — He  fished  o2 
Downing’s;  men  were  anxious  to  fish  at  Leenane  or 
Dunaff  if  there  was  a pier,  6101. — Dunaff  very  ex- 
posed on  one  side,  Leenane  sheltered,  6102.— Fisher- 
men could  land  anywhere  between  Tulla  Bay  and 
Leenane  Head,  three  or  four  places  where  construc- 
tion could  be  made  for  reasonable  sum ; nothing  done 
by  Board  for  fishermen,  though  they  were  enterpris- 
ing men,  and  fifty  went  every  year  to  Scotch  fishing, 
which  extended  to  Sunderland,  6103. — No  instruction 
required  in  fishing,  but  witness  did  not  know  about 
management  of  large  boat,  6104. — They  went  to  Scotch 
fishing  in  Scotch  boats,  6105. — Scotch  fishing  not  con- 
temporaneous with  Irish  fishing;  spring  fishing  in 
Ireland  almost  ended  in  time  for  fishermen  to  go  to 
Scotch  fishing,  6106. — Men  not  unwilling  to  follow 
fish,  but  boats  provided  by  Board  were  too  small  to 
take  to  Scotch  fishing,  6106-9,  6126.— Men  desired  to 
exchange  small  boats  for  larger,  6110. — Owner  of  one 
boat  had  nearly  paid  off  his  indebtedness  to  Board, 
6111.— Big  boat  cost  about  £300,  6112.— Fishermen 
should  begin  with  small  boat  and  move  up  to  better 
class  of  boat,  6115. — Witness  knew  men  in  his  parish 
who  had  twenty  years’  experience  with  Scotch  boats, 
and  Scotch  skippers  wrote  telling  them  to  come  to 
Scotland,  6116. — Sixteen  shares  in  Scotch  boat,  one 
man  got  £25,  6118. — Men  in  Scotch  boats  paid  on 
share  system  exclusively,  6117,  6119.— Besides  these 
three  boats  there  were  upwards  of  thirty  boats  with 
crews  of  nine  men,  6120.— Witness  did  not  know  if 
inspectors  had  made  an  estimate  for  providing  shelter 
for  larger  boats  in  winter,  6121.— Open  boats  fished 
at  Port  Van,  south  side  of  Dunaff;  large  boats  off 
Downing  s,  6122-3.— These  boats  put  up  at  Leenane, 
Port  1 an,  Tulla  Bay,  6124. — Large  boats  remained 
at  Buncrana  for  winter,  6125.— Not  sufficient  shelter 
at  Leenane  Bay,  6126. — Fishermen  preferred  Leenane 
Bay  or  Tulla  Bay,  6128,  6131.— Advantage  of  Tulla 
Bay  as  being  within  one  mile  of  railway,  6129-32  — 
bmall  boats  sometimes  fished  in  Lough  Swilly,  6133  — 
Going  as  far  as  Donaree,  6135.— Principal  fishing 
grounds  off  Malm  Head  and  Fannet ; fishing  in  open 
boats  not  so  good  the  last  two  years,  6136.  ^ 

Cattle  Breeding. 

Board  for  years  improved  breed  of  cattle;  sent  black 
fibu1?, : „tw°  years  a?°  ^ased  to  look  after 
a ’oVe^1Is  then  in  tllree  electoral  divisions, 
Oior-8.— Orreat  improvement  in  store  cattle,  6141  — 
Agricultural  Department  had  done  nothing  beyond 

inTTd^ricfc.  6139. — Other  four  stilled 
rvi  6140.— Universal  opinion  that  'Congested 

A^r>,'CifS  after  tilings  much  better  than 

tKlte114' r 6142. — People  themselves 
fattened  and  killed  the  four  bulls,  6143. — Witness 
understood  there  was  an  arrangement  to  bring  system 
to  an  end  under  Congested  Districts  Board,  6144-5. 

Horse  Breeding. 

Agricultural  Department  sent  hackney  stallions  into 
country,  6147-8.— People  dissatisfied  with  produce  of 
hackneys,  6149  —Hackneys  returned  to  Dublin  at  close 
of  season,  6150-1.—  Inisho wen  horses  rather  larger 
than  Donegal  pony,  6152.  -Comparatively  few  mE 
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nations  for  horses  in  Inishowen,  6153.— One  horse  • 
Uarndonagh,  another  in  Derry,  6154.— Most  farmers  on 
small  holdings  obhgeclto  keep  horse,  some  of  them  fif 
teen  miles  from  turf,  6155-6.— Donkeys'  used  for  turf 
and  seaweed,  6157.— In  Inishowen  turf  carrvine  don» 
with  horses,  6158.  -Donkey  could  not  be  used  for  ploueh 
ing,  6159.— Average  holder,  about  6 acres,  gave  much 
under  £10  for  horse,  6160-2.— Man  usually  kept  onlv 
one  horse,  neighbours  joined  together  for  two  horses  for 
ploughing,  6163-71. 


Turbary,  Question  op  Trustees,  &c. 

Poor  supply  of  turf  in  Clonmany  district- 
some  Dunaff  people  had  to  take  turf  ten  or 
fifteen  miles,  6173. — Great  drag  on  small  farmers- 
some  means  should  be  provided  of  bringing  up  fuel! 
6174. — Free  cutting  of  turf  should  be  checked,  6175  _ 
By  putting  turf  on  an  estate  in  hands  of  trustees  for 
benefit  of  purchasers  of  estate  and  to  save  waste 
6176.— Witness  did  not  know  of  any  district  where 
this  scheme  had  worked  successfully,  6177-8.— Rights 
of  outsiders  in  cutting  bog  should  be  provided  for 
6180.— Better  arrangement  to  put  turbary  in  hands 
of  trustees  than  to  give  a share  to  tenants  and  out- 
siders, 6181.— Smaller  quantity  of  turf  might  be  made 
to  serve,  6183.— If  turbary  got  into  tenants’  hands 
outsiders  would  find  them  worse  to  deal  with  than 
landlord,  6184,  6210. — In  some  places  landlord  looked 
after  turf  as  common  to  all ; sometimes  a man  was 
limited  to  turf  on  his  holding,  6185-7.— Outsiders  who 
had  no  turf  had  the  right  of  cutting  turbary  on 
another's  estate,  regulated  by  same  rules  as  tenants, 
6189-90. — Trustees  should  be  appointed  only  in  case 
of  estate  being  sold,  6191. — Too  many  purchasers  on 
common  holding  to  give  free  turbary,  6192-3.— When 
an  estate  was  sold  no  one  was  responsible  for  main- 
taining arrangements ; if  turbary  were  placed  in  hands 
of  trustees,  general  interests  of  all  would  be  served, 
6194-5.— By  trustees  witness  meant  a committee  of 
management  elected  by  i*ew  purchasers,  6196-8  — 
Trustees  should  manage  turbary  for  welfare  of  new 
purchasers,  6201a-2,  6207. — Who  might  elect  some  of 
their  own  number,  6204-6. — Trustees  would  not  own 
turf,  6207. — Legal  authority  should  be  given  to  com- 
mittee of  management,  6209. — Waste  of  turf  through 
cutting  bog  badly ; amount  of  fuel  obtained  depended 
on  the  way  the  turf-banks  were  cut,  6211-20.— If  bog 
were  vested  in  hands  of  trustees  they  should  have 
right  of  supervision  and  guard  against  waste,  6221-3. 
— Witness  had  no  fear  of  friction  arising,  6224.— In 
particular  cases  a man  might  be  allowed  to  sell  turf, 
6226. — E.g.,  where  there  was  a large  amount  of  turf 
on  one  estate  and  outside  man  had  none,  6227-30, 
6237.— Turf  should  not  bo  exported,  6231,  6237.— It 
was  a scarce  commodity,  6232-4. — Sides  of  hills  in 
Clonmany  cut  away  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent 
possibility  of  herbage  growing  on  them,  6234-5.— 
Committee  of  management  should  have  considerable 
amount  of  discretion  as  to  where  and  how  turf  should 
be  cut,  6236. — Not  enough  turf  in  Inishowen  for  any 
to  be  sent  to  Buncrana,  6238-40. 


Poultry  Breeding. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  improved  pout 
try  industry ; established  station  for  distribu- 
tion of  eggs  of  pure-bred  fowls,  thereby  im- 
proving laying  qualities  of  hens,  6241.— Ceased 
to  look  after  that  industry  now,  6241a. — And 
Agricultural  Department  had  done  nothing  owing  to  a 
misunderstanding  with  County  Council  about  appoint- 
ment of  natives  as  inspectors  in  Donegal,  6242-5.— 
Agricultural  scheme  in  Donegal  working  to  a certain 
extent  in  improvement  of  animals,  ana  prize  system 
i°r  k°rses>  but  not  in  improvement  of  fowls,  6246,  6248. 

Difficulty  of  preserving  pure  breeds  after  Board 
ceased  working,  6247. — Good  demand  for  thorough- 
bred birds ; betterment  effected  by  Board  preserved  to 
a considerable  extent,  6248. 

Land  Purchase  in  Inishowen. 

Three  farms  situated  in  Isle  of  Doagb 
sold  under  Ashbourne  Act  at  twenty  years’ 
purchase;  farms  sold  under  Act  of  1903  at  26J 
years’  purchase,  but  rent  of  1904  not  asked  for;  ne- 
gotiations going  on  for  sale  of  three  other  estates; 
sale  of  one  estate  had  been  arranged,  but,  under  con- 
ditions of  selling,  landlord  would  have  to  arrange  with 
head  landlord,  Lord  Shaftesbury,  about  bog,  and  it 
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was  feared  sale  would  fall  through,  6249. — 
Bog  on  this  estate,  560  acres  in  extent,  not  in  hands 
of  selling  landlord,  but  under  Lord  Shaftesbury’s  con- 
trol ; number  of  outsiders  got  turf  on  same  estate, 
paying  fees  to  Lord  Shaftesbury’s  agent ; if  bog  was 
sold  with  land  to  purchasing  tenants  they  might  ex- 
clude outsiders,  or  charge  what  they  liked,  6251.-  Bog 
should  be  vested  in  hands  of  trustees  for  benefit  of 
purchasing  tenants,  6251a. — Selling  landlord  was  the 
middleman,  6252. — Holding  estate  under  long  lease 
subject  to  rent  paid  to  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  asked 
too  high  a price  for  bog,  making  it  impossible  to  sell 
to  tenants,  6256-8. — In  such  a case  trustees  should 
satisfy  demands  of  outsiders  as  long  as  there  was 
sufficient  turbary ; after  a time  it  should  be  reserved 
for  men  living  on  estate,  6259-60. — If  estate  were  sold 
through  Congested  Districts  Board  they  would  arrange 
more  satisfactorily,  6262.- -Tenants  had  , a right  for 
cattle  to  graze  on  commonage  and  on  bog ; no  rundale, 
etc.,  to  remove  or  alter  on  this  estate,  6263-5. — Two 
other  estates  with  disputes  between  landlord  and 
tenants,  with  result  that  tenants  received  no  benefits 
from  Land  Act  of  1881 ; about  forty  tenants  evicted ; 
paid  large  sums  in  costs,  and  were  now  in  big 
arrears,  6265. — An  evicted  tenant  who  had  been  re- 
stored could  not  go  into  court  without  landlord^ 
consent,  6266,  6272. — Two-thirds  of  tenants  on  this 
estate  were  future  tenants,  and  when  they  were  re- 
stored rent  was  raised,  6267-8.— Evictions  took  place 
in  1883,  but  trouble  began  in  1878,  6271-2. — Tenants 
could  not  bargain  with  landlord  direct ; he  could  press 
them  to  pay  too  much,  owing  to  big  arrears,  6272. — 
One  landlord  bought  property  in  1879  in  Landed 
Estates  Court ; the  other  came  into  property  by  family 
arrangement,  cot  a re-valuation  of  estate,  and  raised 
rents  all  round ; then  trouble  began,  6273-4.- — Estate 
in  question  in  Clonmany,  6276. — No  safety  for  ten- 
ants unless  sale  of  estate  was  through  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  or  Estates  Commissioners,  6277. — Board 
preferred,  because  holdings  needed  re-arrangement, 
6278. — Mostly  six-acre  holdings,  6279. — -If  landlord 
and  tenant  were  allowed  to  deal  directly  in  these  two 
estates,  tenants  could  be  induced  to  give  any  price  to 
escape  present  conditions,  6280-1. 

Shirt  Industry. 

Poverty  of  Inishowen  would  be  relieved  if  shirt  in- 
dustry could  be  improved;  girls  earning  3s.  a week 
formerly  earned  8s.,  6282. — -Work  done  at  home  partly 
by  hand  and  partly  by  machines,  which  were  sold  on 
instalment  plan  at  prohibitive  prices,  6284-6. — Girls 
not  so  strong  as  they  were  twenty  years  ago ; fre- 
quently worked  eighteen  or  twenty  hours  a day, 
6287.-— Shirt  factories  in  Derry  sent  shirts  partly 
made,  and  girls  finished  them,  6312-3. - Work  done 
more  cheaply  in  country  tluvn  in  city,  6315. 

Weaving  Industry. 

Weaving  of  homespuns  done  in  parts  of  Done- 
gal ; cloth  woven  mostly  for  home  use  and  sold  one  to 
another,  6289-90,  6302. — Lace  industry  might  bo  re- 
stored if  there  was  an  instructor,  6292-3. — Decline  of 
weaving  not  due  to  change  of  fashion,  but  poor  people 
who  used  to  wear  tweeds  and  woollens  made  in  cot- 
tages found  machine-made  articles  from  shops  much 
cheaper ; better-off  people  did  wear  home-made  article, 
6294-9.  No  public  market  for  home  manufactured 
cloth  ; people  spin  the  wool,  get  it  woven,  and  used  it 
for  their  families,  hut  industry  ha/1  declined.  6300-2. 

- Cloth  could  not  be  exported  without  improvement. 
6303. — If  industry  were  thriving,  women  would  be 
employed  carding  and  spinning,  6305.— Shirt -making 
industry  to  some  extent  killed  weaving;  girls  better 
paid  making  shirts;  with  shirt  industry  falling  off, 
weaving  might-  be  revived,  6306-7. 

Effect  of  Ownership. — Purchase  under  Church 
Act. 

Witness  thought  people  might  be  trusted  to 
improve  houses  if  they  bought  their  hold- 
ings; after  Church  Act  was  passed,  glebe  tenants  pur- 
chased land  at  high  price,  and  became  most  indus- 
trious and  prosperous  landholders  in  district ; when 
farm  of  250  acres  was  offered  for  sale,  glebe  tenants 
clubbed  together  and  bought  it  in  order  to  keep  out 
stranger,  6319. — One  man  chosen  as  tenant,  and  all 
had  equal  grazing  rights,  6320,  6322. — Price,  eighteen 
■years'  purchase,,  very  high.-  in  one  sense,'  but  rents 
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had  been  fixed  immediately  before  passage  of  Church 
Act,  and  had  been  run  up  to  nearly  double,  6321-2. — 
Land  very  bad,  6323.—  Good  many  instalments  nearly 
paid  out,  6324. — Some  glebe  tenants  still  paying  a 
little,  6326. — Instalments  very  improving  as  compared 
with  rents,  6327-8. — Purchasers  under  Church  Act 
had  to  pay  one-third  of  capital  out  of  their  own 
pockets  ; reason  why  not  all  glebe  tenants  purchased, 
6329. — Much  improvement  could  be  wrought  by  pro 
per  instruction  ; young  men  who  had  been  to  Scot- 
land improved  their  own  holdings,  6330.—  And  served 
as  example  to  others,  6331-2. 

Spraying. 

Spraying  potatoes,  work  done  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  6333.— Last  year  so  good  that  potatoes 
did  well  even  unsprayed ; result,  farmers  thought 
spraying  useless,  6333. — Spraying  certainly  bene- 
ficial ; it  prevented  blight,  6334-8. — Two  sprayings 
almost  necessary,  6339.-  Witness  had  had  repeated 
experiments ; where  unsprayed  part  of  field  was  af- 
fected, sprayed  part  immune,  6340-1. 


DOHERTY,  Rev.  J. 

Definition  of  Congestion. 

Acquainted  with  Carndonagh  dUtrict,  6342. — 
Electoral  division  in  itself,  6343. — Glenagannon 
small  electoral  division,  situated  east  of  Carndonagh, 
between  Carndonagh  and  Lough  Foyle,  6344. — 
Population  711,  149  families  ; valuation,  £1,276  19j.  ; 
valuation  per  head  about  £1  15s.  3d.,  6345,  6350. — 
Four  townlands  in  division ; in  three  townlands, 
Oarrickayode,  Carrareagh,  and  Tulnaree,  there  were 
nine  large  farms ; these  large  farms  brought  valua- 
tion above  the  unit  for  scheduling  as  congested  dis- 
tricts, whole  division  deprived  of  advantages  that 
might  bo  derived  from  operations  of  Board,  6345. — 
Glentogher  and  Carndonagh  scheduled  as  congested, 
but  not  Glenagannon,  which  was  poorest  district  in 
parish,  hut  because  of  few  big  farmers  was  excluded 
from  schedules  and  deprived  of  advantages  from. 
Parish  Council  scheme,  etc.  ; it  should  he  scheduled, 
6346.  6351. — Average  valuation  under  30.?.,  if  it  were 
not  for  large  farms,  6347.— Or  if  two  dozen  farmers 
were  removed,  6348.— Commission  had  return  of  elec- 
toral divisions  where  farmers  over  £50  valuation 
brought  valuation  above  30?.  ; Inishowen  given  under 
return,  witness  was  surprised  that  Glenagannon  was 
not  mentioned,  6349,  and  note. — Neighbourhood  of 
large  farmers  no  benefit  to  small  ones,  6352. — Few 
labourers’  cottages  on  farms,  these  labourers  supplied 
all  labour,  machinery  used  and  no  outside  labour 
wanted,  6353. — Definition  of  congested  districts 
should  be  amended  to  include  all  farms  under 
£8  or  £10,  leaving  out  large  farms,  valua- 
tion should  be  unit  of  congestion,  6356-7. — ■ 
Holding  valued  at  £8  or  £9  not  necessarily 
uneconomic,  majority  of  Glenagannon  farmers  below 
that,  £7,  was  the"  limit  of  valuation  for  prizes, 
which  was  a fair  unit-,  6366-8. — Not  many  large 
holdings  in  Glenagannon,  more  than  half  in  area 
and  population  composed  of  small  farms,  only 
twenty -erne  holdings  out  of  119  over  £15  valuation  ; 
these  large  holdings  were  in  two  only  of  the  four 
townlands  constituting  electoral  division,  6376-7. 

Labourers’  Cottages. 

Two  labourers’  cottages  erected  by  District  Council 
in  Glenagannon  district,  6351-5,  6358. — In  this  par- 
ticular place  cottages  owned  by  farmers  were  unin- 
habitable. and  District  Council’s  cottages  made  no 
addition  to  congestion,  6360-1. 

Work  of  Parish  Committees  should  be  extended, 
and  more  money  given.  6362-3. 

Two  large  congested  districts  in  parish,  inland 
industries  specially  needed  in  Carndonagh,  6365. 

Agricultural  Work  of  Board  and  Department 
compared. 

Unanimous  opinion  of  people  that  it  would  la-  de- 
sirable for  Congested  Districts  Board  to  w<n-k  live-stock 
scheme  again;  when  Board  had  management  they 
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DOHERTY,  Rev.  J. — continued. 
kept  man  in  district  to  look  after  live-stock  and 
improvements  of  farms  generally,  who  was  an  im- 
mense help  to  small  farmers ; when  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  handed  over  that  work  to  Department 
of  Agriculture,  man  was  removed  ; Department  had 
done  very  little  for  Inishowen,  occasionally  lectures 
had  been  given,  but  theoretical  instruction  was  use- 
less, if  agricultural  knowledge  was  to  be  improved  it 
must  be  by  resident  teacher,  6369-73. — Great  deal 
might  be  done  by  practical  instruction  in  central 
National  school  in  parish,  6374-5. 


Weaving  and  Shirt-making  Industries. 

Not  desirable  to  encourage  weaving  industry,  while 
shirt  industry  was  fairly  good,  not  enough  labour 
for  both ; shirt  industry  had  deolined  owing  to 
foreign  competition,  and  because  fewer  people  wore 
white  shirts,  but  had  improved  during  last  two  years, 
good  deal  of  underclothing  and  woollen  shirts  made 
as  well  as  linen,  6378-82. 


Turbary  Arrangements. 

System  adopted  for  working  turbary  very  satis- 
factory ; tenants  on  small  property  in  wit- 
ness’s parish  sold  under  Ashbourne  Act  bought 
turbary  as  commonage,  then  assigned  it  to 
one  tenant,  appointed  yearly,  who  paid  sum  agreed 
on  for  rent,  tenants  being  entitled  to  cut  turi  for 
their  own  use  free,  assignee  could  make  small  profit 
of  surplus,  but  there  were  regulations  as  to  amount 
of  turf  he  was  allowed  to  sell  to  outsiders,  etc., 
which  would  prevent  him  opening  an  export  trade ; 
if  this  plan  were  tried  on  other  estates,  witness  saw 
no  need  for  vesting  turbary  in  trustees,  6384-98, 
6402-6. — Memorandum  procured  for  copy  of  Commis- 
sion, 6399-400,  and  note,  page  41. — If  road  made  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  were  extended  to  this  bog, 
turf  would  be  available  for.  outsiders  in  Clonmany 
and  other  congested  districts,  great  difficulty  now  in 
getting  turf  out  of  hog,  6400. — Not  a single  new  road 
made  in  district  for  three  or  four  years,  as  County 
Council  was  limited  in  amount  they  could  expend  on 
roads,  and  congested  Districts  Board  had  made  no 
grants  for  new  roads,  6401. 


Domestic  Economy  Clabses. 

Domestic  economy  class  held  in  Camdonagh  three 
.years  ago  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  lasted  six 
weeks,  instructress  appointed  by  County  Council  Agri- 
cultural Committee,  much  good  done,  twenty  or  thirty 
young  women  joined,  oooldng  an  house  muoh  im- 
proved, 6674. — Class  had  not  been  repeated,  instruc- 
tress had  too  many  centres  to  return  often,  6675. — 
Good  would  be  increased  if  instruction  were  oftener, 
6676.— Good  had  been  maintained,  6677-8. — Wit- 
ness's own  cook  had  joined  class  and  improved  since, 
6680-1.— Other  instructress  came  from  Belfast,  6682. 
— No  domestic  economy  instruction  in  Camdonagh 
except  that  one  class,  6681. — Instructress  could  not 
be  introduced  as  part  of  school  system,  could  be  got 
by  application  to  County  Committee,  6683.— Read- 
ing, writing,  and  arithmetic  only  things  possible  to 
be  taught  in  country  schools,  children  left  so  youn^, 
6684. — 'Girls  who  attended  classes  got  high  wages, 
few  in  district  went  into  domestic  service,  they  went 
to  America,  6685. — There  they  went  into  service  and 
classes  were  of  use  to  them,  twelve  months  class 
better  than  six  weeks,  6685a. — Girls  were  grown  up, 
6686.— Such  instruction  never  provided  in  National 
schools,  sewing  in  Convent  schools,  no  cookery,  no 
provision  for  it;  National  Board  once  told  managers 
to  prepare  accommodation,  and  they  applied,  but 
were  told  there  was  no  money,  6687. 

Document  put  in  by  Rev.  J.  Doherty. 

Targe  Holdings  in  Glenagannon,  . . 239 

KAVANAGH,  Mr.  JOHN. 

New  Roads— Restrictions  imposed  on  District 
Councils  by  Local  Government  Act. 

Mountain  roads  required  in  district,  District 
Council  s expenditure  limited  to  sum  based  on  ex- 
penditure of  Grand  Jury  during  its  last  three  years, 


KAVANAGH,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

6409-10,  6413-8,  6444-6. — Amount  fixed  bv  Local  (V. 
vernment  Act,  6411,  6414,  6445.— £5,025  at  disposal 
of  witness’s  district,  greater  portion  of  that-  required 
by  County  Surveyor  for  maintenance  of  existing 
roads,  6412,  6443.— District  Council’s  expenditure 
entirely  for  roads,  6420,  6422. -^Guardians  looked 
after  public  health,  they  were  a different  bedy  finan- 
cially though  the  same  men,  6421-5— County  Sur" 
veyor  made  an  estimate  at  end  of  financial  yc«/ 
6419. — Independently  of  Council,  6427. — Power  of 
throwing  out  his  presentments  never  exercised 
6428-30.— Surveyor  only  estimated  for  existing  works’ 
not  new  ones,  District  Council  did  that,  but  they 
could  do  nothing  if  Surveyor’s  estimate  required  alltha 
money,  6429-31,  6441-3. — Margin  left  by  Surveyor’s  esti- 
mate the  only  available  fund,  power  of  borrowing  not 
exercised,  6432-3. — Grand  Jury  had  had  a free  hand 
6434.— Roods  necessary,  6436-8.— District  Council 
had  no  rating  power  to  raise  money,  6439,  6447  — 
County  Council  provided  the  money,  6430,'  6443.— 
Amount  allowed  by  Local  Government  Act  left  no 
margin  for  new  works,  6450. — Grand  Jury  spent 
very  little  on  new  works  during  three  years  before 
Local  Government  Act,  6451. 


Congested  Districts  Board  might  give  Funds. 

Way  of  getting  over  difficulty  would  be  for 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  supply  funds 
when  District  Council  thought  county  suffering 
from  want  of  road,  and  the  county  main- 
tain the  road  afterwards,  6452— Ratepayers  would 
not  object  to  contributing  if  they  had  power  to 
spend,  6453.— -It  had  happened  that  Board  had 
offered  a contribution  and  District  Council  could  not 
supply  balance,  6454— Rural  district’s  rates  not  veiy 
high,  were  higher  before  Local  Government  Act, 
6455— Would  meet  the  case  if  District  Council  had 
power  to  raise  rate  in  order  to  meet  a contribution 
from  Board,  6456. — County  Surveyor’s  estimate  had 
never  been  cut  down  or  altered,  6457. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Fishing  industry  required  improvement,  great  deal 
of  population  and  many  small  fanners  depended  on 
it,  last  few  years  it  was  scarcely  worth  following 
from  Malin  Head  to  Moville ; line  fishing  in  winter, 
salmon  in  summer. 

Licence  for  Salmon  Fishing. 

Salmon-fishing  done  in  open  sea,  men  obliged  to 
pay  £3  licence  as  if  they  were  allowed  to  fish  in 
nver,  great  hardship,  6461,  6477— They  were  satis- 
fied to  pay  Licence  in  Lough,  but  outside  fishermen 
objected,  6478-81. — They  could  fish  outside  the 
three-mile  limit  without  licence,  but  had  to  pay  if 
they  brought  the  fish  in,  6462-4— They  all  fished 
outside  the  Lough,  6462,  6473. — A fishery  oompany 
rented  the  fishing  inside  from  Hie  Irish  Society, 
6465. — -Ten  miles  from  Donegal  to  Deny  side,  6466. 
— Fishing  inside  Lough  Foyle  had  always  been  re- 
stricted, need  not  continue  so,  salmon-fishing  very 
poor  last  few  years,  6467— Eighty  to  100  boats  en- 
gaged, 6468.— Open  boats,  6469— Last  year  784  lbs. 
the  best  take  and  395  lbs.  the  poorest  in  eight  weeks, 
6470. — Decline  due  to  decrease  of  salmon,  6471.— 
Some  men  trawled  inside  Lough,  plaice  and  flat- 
fish poor  and  scarce,  6472. — Licence  permitted  men 
to  fish  from  Greencastle  to  Malin  Head  and  from 
Greencastle  to  Downhill,  6474.— No  restriction  as  to 
distance  from  the  shore,  6475. — No  stake  nets  on 
shore  permitted,  only  drift  nets.  6476.— Salmon 
caught  five  or  six  miles  from  Inishowen  Head  and 
along  coast  acoording  to  tide,  6483-4 

Tbawling,  Harm  done  by. 

Cod  fished  for  in  open  boats  at  a good  distance 
from  land,  fish  scarce  last  few  years,  fishermen 
thought  steam  trawlers  spoilt  it,  at  present  they 
trawled  outside  three-mile  limit,  should  be  kept  ten 
miles  out,  protection  of  fishing  would  keep  young 
men  at  home,  6485. — Fish  beds  beyond  three-mile 
limit,  a pity  that  International  law  making  sea  be- 
yond three  miles  neutral  ground  should  allow  valuable 
beds  to  be  disturbed,  6486-8.— Cod-fish  frequented  the 
beds,  6489. — Cod  and  ling  fishing  formerly  very  im- 
portant, 6490. — No  Irish  steam  trawlers  in  the  north, 
6491- — Both  sailing  and  steam  trawlers'  trawled. 
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strain  trawler  could  work  in  all  weathers,  sailing 
trawler  could  never  do  as  much  damage,  6493-6. — 
Fishermen  were  line  fishermen,  6497.— Trawlers 
never  carried  away  their  lines,  lines  never  left  dere- 
lict. 6496-9.-  But  trawlers  .got  all  the  fish,  6500-1.-  - 
Anil  injured  spawning  beds,  6502. — Beds  of  cod  and 
flat-fish  well  known,  6503-4. — Experienced  men 
thought  they  spawned  on  banks,  not  as  they  floated, 
6505-6. 

Better  Boats  needed. 

Better  boats  and  more  hai-bours  required,  Moville 
and  Greencastle  piers  could  be  improved,  young  men 
should  be  trained  to  use  larger  boats  and  improved 
methods,  6506,  6508. — Men  did  not  go  to  Scotland 
from  that  side,  6507.— Larger  boats  useful  for  cod- 
fish. 6509.— In  season  from  March  to  Jnne,  6510,— 
Boat  for  six  the  right  size,  Board  had  sent  one  for 
cod-fishing  as  an  experiment,  6511,  6513-4. — No  har- 
bour accommodation  for  her,  and  men  got  tired  of 
working  her,  6512. 

Harbour  Accommodation. 

Harbours  must  be  improved  first,  men  all  round 
the  peninsula  should  be  instructed  in  use  of 
large  boats,  6515-6. — Some  of  the  harbours  re- 
quired only  a slight  expenditure  to  fit-  them 
for  big  boats,  6517. — Recent  harbour  at  Culdaff, 
none  between  that  and  Malin  Head,  6518-21. — Malin 
Head  would  shelter  one  of  these  boats,  6524. — 
Fishermen  lived  along  coast  and  in  villages,  they 
hauled  boats  on  beach,  boats  twenty-four  to  twenty- 
six  feet  long,  6522-3,  6525-6. 

Con- acre  System. 

Much  land  in  Inishowen  let  by  auction  every  year 
for  crop  and  grazing  in  con-acre,  6527.  — Formerly 
owner  employed  labour  to  work  land,  6527,  6529, 
6531. — Same  amount  of  labour  necessary  now,  but  no 
money  circulated,  and  actual  labourers  who  owned 
no  land  were  out  of  work,  fanner  who  took  this 
tillage  land  worked  it-  himself,  6530-9.-  Small  holder 
hod  enlarged  his  farm  and  was  better  off,  6540-1. — 
Very  poor  got  no  benefit,  price  of  land  sometimes  £4 
an  acre,  witness  thought  if  people  did  not-  occupy 
land  themselves  it  should  lx-  taken  and  given  to  those 
who  had  none,  6527,  6533.  People  renting  land  were 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  6528.  People  who 
took  lettings  were  sometimes  small  holders,  sometimes 
speculators  without  land,  and  sometimes  fishermen, 
the  competition  raised  the  price  above  the  value  of 
the  land.  6542-4,  6558-60. — Fishermen  took  land 
direct,  no  sub-letting,  6545. - They  were  obliged  to 
take  some.  6549.  — Witness's  proposal  was  to  give  the 
land  to  labourers  and  fishermen  who  had  none, 
6546-50,  6553.- -Holdings  might  be  enlarged,  but  not 
by  this  system,  6551.  There  were  only  a few  of  the 
labouring  class,  6552.  6554. — Greencastle  was 

scheduled  as  congested,  6555. — Some  of  the  people 
who  took  the  land  did  so  to  make  their  holdings  eco- 
nomic, 6557.  Con-acre  system  very  general  in  Inish- 
owen peninsula  last,  few  years,  6565.-  Tenants  nearly 
all  judicial,  6566.  People  who  let  on  con-acre 
system  generally  those  with  a farm  attached 
to  their  residence,  they  preferred  letting  the 
farm  to  working  it  themselves,  the  farmer  pure 
and  simple  rarely  let.  6567-74.- Landlord  with 
judicial  tenants  could  not  interfere  with  land,  6576. 
— Tenant  had  right  to  let  in  con-acre,  but  did  not 
generally,  6577-8.-— Witness  knew  of  a few  cases, 
6582-3.  People  sometimes  leased  ground  for  stated 
time,  and  then  let  it  in  con-acre,  6579-82.  Man  who 
let  in  con-acre  did  nothing  for  land,  6584-7.— Wit- 
ness thought  owner  shoulu  be  compelled  to  occupy 
himself,  6587. — Man  who  rented  land  for  a season 
did  as  little  for  it  as  possible,  6588.  -Got  as  much 
crop  off  as  he  could,  6589.— -At  end  of  five  years  it 
would  not.  be  good,  and  required  a rest-  and  manuring, 
6590-1,—  Land  was  let  for  particular  crops  in  rota- 
tion, 6592-4. — Even  then  it  deteriorated,  as  nearly  all 
crops  were  raised  by  ai'tifieial  manure,  6595.— 
Leaseholder  did  not  look  after  his  own  interest  and 
prevent  deterioration,  6596-7. 

District  Council  levied  3s.  in  pound  on  land, 
5s.  Id.  on  house  property,  speciul  charges  for  water, 
light,  etc.,  in  towns  and  villages,  6598. -Land  de- 
scribed by  witness  was  pretty  near  a village,  6599. 


KAVANAGH,  Mr.  JOHN —continued. 

Enlargement  of  Uneconomic  Holdings. 

Object  in  congested  districts  was  to  raise  holdings 
till  they  became  economic,  6561. — Witness  thought 
there  would  still  be  enough  laud  to  do  that  after  the 
labourers  and  fishermen  had  been  supplied,  6564.-  - 
Additions  to  holdings  should  be  adjoining  if  pos- 
sible, 6562-3. 

MULHERN,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

S WILLY  SHOULD  BE  DREDGED  IN  ORDER  TO  Ot*EN  UP 
Port  of  Letterkenny. 

Letterkenny  would  have  a better  market  and  be  port 
of  traffic  for  cattle  and  oats,  as  in  former  years,  if 
River  Swilly  were  dredged  and  pier  accommodation 
provided,  6601. — Ships  should  be  able  to  come  up  to 
The  Thorn  ; pier  never  good  ; Grand  Jury  did  not  take 
it  over,  6602.— Representations  had  been  made  and 
engineer  sent  down  by  Board  of  Agriculture,  6603. 

Railway  Extension  and  thf.  Fishing  Industry. 

Light  railway  to  Burtonport  now  paid  £3  10s.  per 
mile  per  week,  6604. — Should  be  extended  from  Letter- 
kenny to  Carrigart ; would  benefit  country  generally 
and  enable  fish  from  Downing’s  Bay  to  go  fresh  to 
market,  6605-7. — Letterkenny  the  junction  for  Derry  - 
Burtonport  Line ; line  being  constructed  from  Strabane 
to  Letterkenny ; fish  could  go  either  by  Greenore  or 
any  other  route,  6608. — Railway  from  Letterkenny  to 
Burtonport  went  round  foot  of  bays,  6609-10. — Line 
at  Creeslough  sufficient  for  fish-trade ; suggested  line 
would  tap  part  of  country  from  Milford  to  Ramelton 
that  would  support  a railway  and  be  a spur,  6611-13. 
— Fine  agricultural  district  and  fishery  the  other  side 
of  Mulroy  Bay ; it  was  a congested  district,  6613-4. 

Definition  of  Congestion. 

With  present  valuation  of  30s.,  townland  was  the 
best  unit  for  congested  districts,  6614-5,  6620,  6624. — 
Bad  lands  altogether;  townland  would  never  need 
dividing,  6621-3. — Electoral  division  would  be  better 
if  valuation  were  raised  to  £3  or  £4;  30s.  was  too 
low,  6616-19,  6626. 

Kelp  Industry. 

Kelp  industry  formerly  paying;  no  competition 
amongst  buyers,  so  price  lower  than  it  should  be ; no- 
buyers  this  year ; £1,200  and  £1,500  worth  with  no 
market,  6627. — People  did  not  keep  up  proper  stand- 
and,  and  some  asked  tco  high  price,  6627,  6633-4. — In- 
dustry within  purview  of  Congested  Districts  Board, 
6628-9. — Board  might  supervise  to  keep  it  up  to  good 
standard,  and  find  out  market,  6630. — Price  had  de- 
clined, 6632. — A substitute  for  kelp  had  been  found, 
6631.  -Particular  seaweed  used  made  a difference, 
6638. 

LARKIN,  Mr.  JOHN  G. 

Opening  up  of  Letterkenny,  Railway  Extension, 

Slight  shipment  of  grain  from  existing  port  at 
Letterkenny,  6642.— Greater  facilities  needed  to  bring 
market  nearer  congested  districts,  6644. — Proposed  ex- 
tension of  railway  would  touch  The  Thorn,  6646. — 
If  railway  companies  made  pier  they  might  divert 
their  own  traffic,  6647.-  -Proposed  railway  would  go 
through  lion-eongested  areas,  but  benefit  congested 
ones,  6648-9. — Companies  promoling  Strabane-Letter- 
keuny  Line  would  probably  cc  ntinue  to  build  to 
Carrigart,  6650-2. — Railway  to  Dcwning’s  Bay  neces- 
sary to  rail  fresh  fish.  6653. — Scheme  had  not  been  put 
before  Government,  6654. — Had  boon  informally  dis- 
cussed with  companies,  6655-6.— Pier  at  Thorn  at  same 
time  as  railway  to  Rosapenna  advocated,  6657. — With 
pier  at  The  Thorn,  cattle  from  north  and  west  of 
Donegal  would  lx-  shipped  there;  with  cross-Chaimel 
service  things  could  be  got  cheaper,  and  there  would 
be  outlet  for  produce  of  congested  districts,  6658. — 
Congested  districts  produced  butter  and  grain ; they 
exported  their  grain  and  bought  Indian  meal, 
6659-66.  Trade  from  The  Thorn  declined  owing  to 
expense  of  management,  and  want  of  storage ; cartage 
from  Letterkenny  cost  2a.  6 <?.,  6668. — No  cartage 
needed  if  there  were  a railway,  6669. — Steamers  could 
get  up  to  The  Thorn  ; River  Swilly  might  need  dredg- 
ing a little ; large  steamers  get  up  at  high  tide, 
6670-1. 
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O’DOHERTY,  Mr.  PHILIP. 

Small  amount  of  Land  purchased  in  Inishowen. 

Occupiers  in  Inishowen  had  not  had  much  benefit 
from  Acts  dealing  with  congestion,  as  no  estates  had 
been  purchased  either  by  Board  or  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, 6689,  6692. — Parish  Committees  had  done 
much  good  by  putting  houses  in  sanitary  condition, 
6690-1. — Witness’s  .parish  one  of  the  most  congested 
in  Inishowen ; only  one  townland  had  been  purchased 
under  Purchase  Acts;  occupiers  thus  debarred  from 
greatest  benefit  that  could  be  conferred  by  purchasing 
and  improving  farms,  6692. — When  tenants  purchased 
farm  yielded  more,  6693. — Nearly  all  judicial  tenants 
in  parish,  6694. — Witness  a farmer,  6695. — Valuation 
£12,  6696. — There  were  holders  round  with  £1  and 
30s.  valuation,  6697. — Some  larger  holders,  6698. — 
Little  men  felt  lack  of  purchase  most ; they  would 
have  more  heart  for  improvements  on  a purchased 
estate,  6699. 


Price  difficulty. 

Estate  in  adjoining  parish  had-  been  pur- 
chased under  Ashbourne  Act ; was  got  cheaper 
than  price  now  asked,  and  had  best  tract  of  bog  in  dis- 
trict attached  ; twenty  years’  purchase  paid,  2oj  years 
now  asked  without  bog,  6700.— Few  holdings  in  parish 
valued  at  £10,  6701. — Bulk  less  than  £4,  6702. — Ten- 
ants had  not  bought  because  price  too  high,  6703. — 
Parisli  between  Buncrana  and  Malin  Head,  and  Traw- 
breaeh  Bay  and  Dunaff  Head,  6704. — They  had  asked 
landlord  to  sell ; he  wanted  26£  years  on  second  term 
rents,  6705-6. — Price  under  Ashbourne  Act  fixed  on 
first  term  rents  only,  ten  per  cent,  cut  off  on 
second  term  rents,  6707. —Board  had  been  asked  to 
interfere  and  fix  price  on  Gilliland  estate,  of  which 
witness  was  a tenant ; landlord  refused  to  allow  third 
party  to  be  introduced,  6708-14.— Tenants  would  pre- 
fer Beard  to  take  estate  and  improve  it  so  that 
tenants  could  live  better,  6713. — Absence  of  bog 
should  also  affect  price ; tenants  had  to  go  three  ana 
four  miles  and  pay  high  price  for  it,  6714,  6719. 

Arrears  of  Rent. 

Little  arrears  of  rent,  tenants  went  to  America  and 
'Scotland  and  sent  rent  from  there,  6715-7. — Some  very 
■small  holders  in  Scotland  now,  6716. — Those  near 
Dunaff  fished,  and  complained  of  lack  of  means  to 
carry  on  business,  6718. — Tenants  afraid  to  get  fair 
rents  fixed  in  Court,  on  account  of  having  to  pay  up 
arrears,.  6729. 


Turbary. 

Bog  formerly  used  cut  away;  it  was  now  bought 
from  tenants  who  had  purchased,  and  could  charge 
any  price  they  liked,  6719-20.— Witness  a judicial 
tenant,  6722. — There  had  been  no  turbary  to  claim 
at  time  of  fixing  rent,  6723.— Half-dozen  tenants  had 
a little,  6723. — Turbary  not  claimed  as  a right;  it 
belonged  to  others,  who  might  refuse  to  sell  it;  but 
price  of  estates  should  be  lowered  by  Board  on  account 
of  lack  of  turbary,  6724-5,  6727.— Clonmany  was  wit- 
ness’s district,.  6726.— Turf  cost  tenants  10s.  or  £1  a 
year,  6727. — Landlord’s  refusal  to  sell  was  in  1903, 


M ARTHUR,  Mr.  JOSEPH. 

Live  Stock  Improvement. 

Stock  improved  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
changes  in  horses  in  twenty  years ; Clydesdales  die 
well  with  Irish  mares ; they  had  passed  away 
thoroughbred  and  Irish  draught  horse  better ; hacknei 
and  Shire  horse  should  be  left  out,  6731.— Witnesi 
had  experience  of  Irish  mares  and  approved  of  Irisl 
draught  horse,  6755-6.— Galloway  breed  could  not  b. 
kept-  long  enough,  6757— Bulls  sent  by  Beard  im 
proved  the  breed  of  cattle ; one-year-old  now  fetchee 
as  much  as  a two-year-old  used  to,  6731— Shorthorn: 
tried  now  instead,  of  Angus,  6731,  6734 
6745— Not  much  dairying  in  district  of  Lon 
donderry  No.  2,  6739— Milk  falling  off  ix 

consequence  of  Angus  bull,  6740— That  hae 

n0t  t re£resonted  t0  ®oard  or  Depart 

ment,  6741— Committee  knew  it;  each  distric 
chose  what  they  thought  best,  6742,  6744— Angus  bull' 
sent  by  Board  during  last  three  years  and  Before  t< 
congested  districts,  6735-7— Department’s  work  a: 
good  as  Board’s,  but  black  bulls  and  cows  not  suit 


M'ARTHUR,  Mr.  JOSEPH — continued. 
able,  6732— Witness  kept  large  stock  of  cows  6746 
And  attended  meetings  of  Agricultural  Committee  W 
gularly,  6747— Swine  improved  with  large  York-  aka 
Irish  sow ; Yorks  did  not  do  so  well  when  they  wmt 
out,  6731.  J 

Congestion  in  Londonderry  No.  2 District 
Londonderry  No.  2 should  be  scheduled  as'  congested 
portions  of  Fahan  very  poor,  6731,  6748-50  6754-1 
It  was  five  miles  west  of  Londonderry,  6751 ’—Fahan 
touched  the  railway  station,  6752— Poor  townlands  nn 
estuary  on  Lough  Swilly  Line;  going  away  to  the 
1*  oyle,  6753. 


CRAIG,  Mr.  CHARLES. 


. Districts  in  Londonderry  to  be  Scheduled. 

Ten  or  twelve  townlands  in  mountain  districts  very 
poor  and  should  be  scheduled,  6759-61— “ Congested  ” 
meant  there  were  more  people  living  on  land  than 
could  be  supported  by  it ; assistance  should  be  given 
to  people  on  mountains;  improvements  made  on 

farms ; a little  more  land  given  for  grazing,  6762-3. 

Cattle  could  be  improved  by  introducing  new  bred 
not  shorthorns,  the  Roscommon  or  cross-bred  6764.  ' 

Roads  needed,  espscially  to  Turf  Bogs. 

Roads  wanted  to  enable  people  to  get  into  bogs  and 
take  turf  to  Derry  to  sell;  District  Council  had  no 
money;  Congested  Districts  Board  might  assist  ox 
give  grant,  and  let  County  or  District  Council  give 
a portion  towards  road,  6765,  6772-3— Witness  lived 
in  Fahan,  6765. — And  got  turf  from  mountain,  6766. 
— Big  supply  of  turf  there ; would  last  six  or  seven 
generations,  6767,  6771. — Selling  turf  a principal  way 
of  making  money,  6768— Sold  in  Derry  to  farmers  of 
Burt  and  Inch,  6769. — Island  of  Inch  on  two  estates; 
turf  formerly  got  from  landlord's  estate  till  it  was  all 
cut  away,  6770. — Several  townlands  in  mountain ; over 
thirty  families  in  one,  6775— At  least  a mile  of  road 
needed,  6776. — With  a road  there  would  be  more 
competition ; turf  would  hot  be  dearer,  6777— People 
paid  moss  money  to  landlord,  6778— Some  were  ten- 
ants on  estate,  6779— Witness  thought  they  paid 
separately  for  turf,  6780-2. — Road  needed  in  back  part 
of  inch,  where  fishermen  were;  no  country  road  to 
Hawk’s  Nest;  fishing  not  so  good  as  formerly;  witness 
had  fished  on  Lough  Swilly  for  twenty  years,  6782. 

Witness  lived  more  towards  centre  of  place;  his 
holding’s  valuation  was  £13  10s.  on  land,  £1  on 
houses,  6783. — He  did  not  live  on  mountain,  6766, 


WALKER,  Very  Rev.  Monsignor. 

Congestion  in  Lower  Rosses. 

. Lower  Rosses  very  congested,  6787— Three 

electoral  divisions  and  part  of  e fourth  in 
parisli— -Annagry,  Rutland,  Aranmore,  and  part 

of  Dungloe,  6788-9. — Burtonport  in  Rutland 

Electoral  Division,  6790. — People  all  along  coast 
could  not  live  on  produce  of  their  small 

patches  of  land,  either  in  Upper  or  Lower 
Rosses  or  Lettermacaward ; Lower  Rosses  most  con- 
gested part  of  Ireland,  6791— Statistics  for  1901: 
6792,  6799. — Annagry  contained  9,614a.  lr.  23p., 
valuation,  £632  Is. ; population,  3,090 ; valuation  per 
head,  4s.  Id.,  lowest  in  all  Ireland,  6791-4. — Rutland 
contained  8,732a.  3r.  26p.,  valuation  £1,030  7s. ; popu- 
lation, 2,913 ; valuation  per  head,  7s.  Id. ; Aranmore 
contained,  with  islands,  4,415a.  2r.  31p.  ; population, 
1,396;  valuation  per  head,  6s.  9d. ; Cragheyboyle 
townland  contained  1,607a.  3r.  Op.,  valuation  £10; 
population  88;  acreage  of  Meenmore,  1,548a  2r.  34p., 
valuation,  £188  Is.  ; population,  273 ; Sheskinarone, 
1,313a.  2r.  21p.,  valuation  £58  8s.;  population,  203; 
entire  acreage  of  parish,  27,233a.  Or.  15p.,  valuation 
£2,390  14s.  6d.  ; total  population,  7,963;  valuation  per 
head  in  parish,  6s.,  6794. 


Number  of  One-roomed  Houses. 

Number  of  one-roomed  houses:  in  ‘ Annagry 
19,  with  one  person  living  in  each,  29  with 
2,  14  with  3,  13  with  4,  7 with  5,  10  with  .6,  '12 
with- 7,  4 with  8,  3 with  9,  1 with  10,  1 With  U, 
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6794-7. — Total  of  oue-roomed  dwelling-houses  in  Anna- 
gry,  113,  6798. — In  Aranmore  9 with  1,  9- with  2,  8 
with  3,  13  with  4,  5 with  5,  8 with  6,  10  with  7,  4 
with  8,  3 with  9,  1 with  10,  2 with  11,  2 with  12, 
total  74 ; in  Rutland  25  with  1,  39  with  2,  31  with  3, 
46  with  4,  44  with  5,  48  with  6,  35  with  7,  25  with 
8,  8 with  9,  8 with  10,  1 with  11,  2 with  12,,  total 
322,  6794-8. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  greatly 
improved  Aranmore ; not  many  one-roomed  houses 
there  now,  6800-1. — 509  one-roomed  houses  in  Anna- 
gry,  Rutland,  and  Aran,  containing  2,310  people ; 
average,  4£  to  one  room,  188  with  6,  and  18  with  10 
to  12 ; average  valuation  in  case  of  one-roomed 
houses  below  2s.  per  head,  6803,  6808. — Houses 
in  district  of  better  quality  than  land,  7289. 
— Land  worth  from  2s.  6 d.  rent  up,  7293. — Money 
for  houses  came  from  Scotland,  7294. — And  the  Lagan, 
7295. — Scotch  farmers  wrote  when  they  wanted  labour, 
7295. — Houses  mostly  on  sub-divided  holdings,  7296. — 
One-roomed  dwellings  mostly  away  in  the  country; 
some  near  roads,  7292. — Rooms  varied,  some  large, 
7291. — As  cultivation  went  on  houses  were  added  to, 
7297-7a. — Number  of  one-roomed  houses  would  de- 
crease, 7298. 

Parish  Committee’s  Work. 

Parish  Committees  had  greatly  improved  mat- 
ters ; Aranmore  transformed,  6803-5,  6810-17. — They 
would  do  nothing  unless  rooms  were  added,  6806. — 
People  added  rooms  under  Parish  Committee  scheme, 
6807. — Committee  working  in  district  since  1902 ; 
first  grant  received  in  1903,  6809. — People  intelligent- 
anti  apt  to  follow  a lead,  6818. 

Increase  in  Population  and  Valuation. 

Increase  in  valuation  since  1901  due  to  more 
houses  being  built,  6819-22. — Increase  in  popu- 
lation in  district  since  1901  above  the  average 
for  Great  Britain,  6823-30. — Population  increased 
more  in  poor  than  in  better  districts,  6831-4. — Emi- 

f;ration  practically  ceased  since  industries  were  estab- 
ished  by  Board,  6835. — That  accounted  for  increase  of 
population,  6836. — Standard  of  comfort  higher  and 
life  easier  owing  to  industrial  development,  6837-8. 

Sub-Division  of  Holdings. 
Sub-division  had  also  increased  with  the  increase 
of  population,  6839-41.— It  was  against  the  law,  but 
tolerated.  6844-7.’ 

Tenure. 

Tenants  mostly  non-judicial,  6848. — Were  judicial 
in  a way ; some  had  got  a reduction  of  4s. ; 15  years’ 
lease  had  expired  long  ago,  and  not  been  renewed,  but 
rate  remained  the  same,  6849-51. 

New  Holdings  on  Mountains. 

Increase  of  tendency  to  cultivate  in  mountain  bogs, 
6842-3,  6852.  People  by  sea  more  prosperous  than  in 
mountains,  old  people  lived  by  sea  and  gave  part  cf 
their  mountain  land  to  their  sons  and  helped  them 
until  it  was  broken  in ; sons  lived  partly  on  the 
mountain  and  partly  by  the  sea,  or  went  to  Scotland 
or  the  Lagan,  for  part  of  the  year,  6853-60.—  Seaweed 
carried  up  to  mountain  for  manure,  6859. 

Migration  Prospects. 

Sons  would  migrate  if  offered  good  holdings;  old 
people  would  not  go,  6861-4,  6871-3.-  -They  would  go 
to  places  in  the  neighbourhood  more  easily  than  to  a 
distance;  were  attached  to  family  and  friends, 
6863-4.  — If  sons  had  new  and  better  holdings  they 
would  probably  relinquish  their  parents’  holdings  on 
their  death,  at  any  rato  for  a consideration,  and  if 
assured  of  permanency  of  new  farms,  6865-70, — Igno- 
rance of  more  distant  places  the  reason  of  their  un- 
willingness to  go,  6874-6. — If  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  going  to  Westmeath  for  employment,  they  might 
take  their  families  and  settle  there ; some  did  settle  at 
the  Lagan,  6877. — Settling  unmarried  people  in  other 
parts  not  a solution  of  congestion,  6878-9. — Board's 
condition  of  giving  new  holding  was  that  old  holding 
should  be  given  up,  6880. — Experiment  of  offering  new 
holding  to  young  in  case  old  would  not  move  never 
tried,  6881. — Witness  only”  meant  married  people 
should  migrate,  6882-3. — Proportion  of  young  married 
people  to  old  great,  6884.— Migration” of  the  young 
would  prevent  sub-division,  but  must  be  accompanied 
by  stiff  policy  of  compulsion,  6885-7. 
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Migratory  Labour. 

Many  people  went  to  earn  wages  as  servants  in  Scot- 
land, county  Tyrone,  and  Derry,  6888-90. — Scotch 
migration  diminishing;  development  of  fishing  kept 
labourers  at  home,  6891-2. — In  migration  districts 
people  mostly  away  in  June,  and  at  home  in  April ; 
April  census'  fairly  represented  population,  6894-9. — 
They  remained  away  from  June  till  November,  6901. — 
They  had  experience  of  living  away  from  home,  but 
they  were  poorly  housed,  and  glad  to  get  back  to  their 
families,  6902-8. — Families  would  go  too  in  case  of 
permanent  migration,  but  they  were  attached  to  home 
and  friends,  6904-6. 

Emigration. 

In  1883  aud  1884  landlord  in  Aranmore  sent  thirty 
families  to  Canada,  these  went  to  friends  in  Beaver 
Island,  and  kept  writing  to  people  at  home,  who  also 
got  encouragement  from  Father  Nugent  and  others, 
with  the  result  1,500  went  out,  6909-13. — If  families 
had  gone  across  the  water  they  would  probably  go  to 
other  parts  of  Ireland,  6912. — Report  of  friends  in 
district  would  help,  6914. — They  would  go  to  any 
^lace  to  get  lobour  if  Scotch  demand  diminished, 

Reclamation  of  Land  for  Migration  purposes. 

Vacant  land  a practical  difficulty  with  regard  to 
migration;  only  land  in  vicinity  tracts  of  moorland, 
mountain  and  bog ; if  bog  at  Craghevboyle  and  out- 
side Dungloe  were  reclaimed  by  Board  it  would  be 
much  in  requisition,  6917,  6926. — It  would  be  worth 
while  to  purchase  bog  and  try,  6918. — Some  already 
reclaimed ; more  might  be  done  without  great  cost ; 
An  experiment  might  be  made  at  Dungloe,  6919-20. — 
There  was  limestone  in  parts  of  witness’s  parish, 
6921. — Drainage  not  so  difficult  there,  6922. — There 
was  some  seaweed  and  any  amount  of  sand  for 
manure,  6923-4. — Tenants  did  not  put  in  much  sand, 
Board’s  experiment  would  be  an  education,  6925. — 
Land  grazed  at  present,  6928. — Gravel  near  surface  of 
bog  in  some  places;  deep  in  others,  6929. — Board 
should  acquire  large  tract  of  land ; drain  it  and 
break  it  in ; stripe  it  and  put  up  houses  and  invite 
tenants  to  take  up  holdings  at  a fair  valuation; 
surrendering  their  own,  6930-43. — L’nlimited  amount 
should  not  be  spent  by  Board  unless  they  got  it  back 
afterwards ; assistance  required  in  initial  stages, 
6944. — People  would  pay  back  a great  deal  when  pur- 
chasing; Board  might' reasonably  lose  8 per  cent., 
6945-8. — Board  should  acquire  considerable  amount  of 
property  in  Dungloe  as  experiment,  and  let  it  to 
tenants  in  lots  of  20  to  40  acres,  6949-52.-1,000 
acres  might  be  tried  first,  6953. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Board  had  done  much  for  fishing ; nearly 

£27,000  worth  of  fish  sold  last  year,  6954-5. 
—Fishing  commenced  in  ’nineties ; private  indi- 
viduals tried  to  develop  it  and  lost  a lot 
of  money ; then  the  Board  encouraged  it  by  giving 
grants  for  boats,  nets,  piers,  etc.,  6954,  6957. — For- 
merly no  market  and  boats  were  emptied  into  the 
sea ; private  gentlemen  sent  samples  of  fish  to  Mr. 
J.  L.  Sayers  in  London,  6957-8,  6961-3. — He  opened 
market  in  London;  built  kippering  and  curing  sta- 
tions at  Burtonport;  supplied  boats  and  nets;  de- 
veloped salmon,  lobster,  crab  fishing,  etc.,  as  well; 
invested  £2,000  on  the  island  before  he  made  much ; 
good  markets  ever  since,  6958. — Mostly  sold  at  Bur- 
tonport; also  at  Gortinasate,  where  there  was  a fine 

ier  with  eleven  feet  of  water  at  low  tide ; erected  by 

oanl,  6959-60.— Opening  up  of  market  in  1896,  6964. 
— Curers  came  tu  Burtonport  and  Gortinasate,  6965. 
—Good  market  and  curing  and  kippering  station  ut 
Burtonport  and  in  Rutland:  Mr.  Sayers  had  one, 
and  Board  had  built  others,  6966-9.— People  all  along 
thi-  coast  had  benefited  by  fishing,  6970-1. — Herrings 
caught  off  Aranmore,  in'  the  north  and  west  bays, 
at  Gortinasate,  Innisbufin  Island,  Cloughaneely, 
Downings,  Trienagh,  and  Dowras,  6972-3.— Catches 
taken  to  Burtonport,  6974.— Men  in  mountains  had 
nothing  to  do  with  fishing,  except  carting  and  curing, 
6976-7. — Practically  no  one  outside  two  miles  radius 
benefited  by  it,  6978-9. — Fishing  population  half 
parish ; island  and  coast  people  all  interested, 
6981-3. 
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Larger  Boats  and  more  Pier  Accommodation 

REQUIRED. 

More  piers  and  slips  wanted;  also  large  boats  to  be 
able  to  go  to  Scotland  if  fish  failed  round  coast,  6984, 
6997. — People  were  energetic  and  would  go,  6985-7. — 
Scotch  boats  cost  £100,  6988-9.— Boats  large  enough 
to  follow  fish  cost  £200  or  £300,  6990. — Campbell- 
town  boats  mostly  used  by  Scotch,  6991. — 
Landing  places,  piers  and  slips  wanted ; pier  at 
Burtonport  wanted  steps;  too  small  to  accommodate 
amount  of  traffic  on  it,  6992,  6995. — Swinging  baskets 
ashore  on  wire  rope  from  deep  water  could 
be  done ; had  never  been  tided,  6993-4. — .Road 
being  made  to  relieve  congestion  • of  pier  not 
finished,  6992,  6998-9. — It  came  from  the  seashore  be- 
hind the  store,  7000. — Was  begun  a year  and  a half 
ago  by  Board  of  Works,  7001-4. — In  connection  with 
railway,  7003. — Local  difficulties  stopped  work;  road 
would  be  a great  relief ; 400  yawls  in  parish ; 20  to  30 
luggers,  built  by  Board,  7005. — Development  of  a great 
industry  necessarily  slow,  7006. — Fishermen  on  this 
coast  punctual  with  instalments,  7007. 

Carpet  Factories. 

Number  of  girls  went  to  the  Lagan ; dan- 
gerous in  many  ways,  moral  and  otherwise,  to  break 
up  families  so  young  by  hiring  them  out;  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  had  used  his  influence  to  start  factories,  and 
Board  got  Mr.  Morton  to  open  two  carpet  factories  in 
eastern  part  of  parish;  Board  helped  to  build  and 
Mr.  Morton  started  factories ; they  could  accommo- 
date 400  girls ; they  had  at  present  100  and  120  re- 
spectively, 7008.— There  were  plenty  of  girls,  in  fact 
enough  for  another  factory,  but  not  enough  orders, 
7009-10,  7016-8. — Wages  small  at  first;  3s.  6d.  to 
begin  with,  afterwards  5s.  or  6s. ; some  could  earn 
9s.,  7010,  7012.' — £2,500  paid  yearly  in  wages,  7010. — 
At  first  on  a fired  scale,  then  by  the  piece,  7011. — 
Factories  paying  concerns  on  commercial  lines,  not 
subsidised  by  Board,  7013-5. — Another  factory 

wanted ; suitable  house  towards  Dungloe ; owner  had 
not  made  up  his  mind  about  selling  it,  7018.— Water 
power  not  necessary,  7019.— It  had  been  sug- 

E‘  d to  send  experts  to  England  and  Scot- 
and  inquire  cause  of  falling-off  of  mar- 
ket ; orders  fluctuated ; oarpet  factory  had  only 
fifty  girls  yesterday,  7022-3,  7035.— Assistance  of 
Board  on  commercial  lines  might  do  some  good,  7024. 
— Original  intention  was  to  use  Donegal  wool  for 
carpets,  and  conduct  whole  process  in  the  country; 
but  nothing  had  been  done,  7030-1. — There  was  a 
woollen  factory  in  Gweedore,  7025.— Not  much  wool 
in  this  parish;  wool  sent  to  Gweedore,  7026.— Diffi- 
culty of  market  for  carpets  would  disappear  when 
then-  excellence  was  known,  7034.— Demand  chiefly 
from  America,  7036. 


Knitting. 

Knitting  centre  wanted;  hand-knitting  poorb 
paid;  l^d.  for  pair  of  socks,  7019,  7020.— Machines 
in  some  parts  of  the  country,  7044.— Instructor  some' 
times  sent  by  Board  to  teach  use  of  machines,  anc 
gave  them  out  to  girls,  7045-6. -Virtue  of  Donega 
socks  was  that  they  were  hand-knitted,  7047,  7049 
5?-— De“a_n<:1  had  diminished  so  knitting  hat 
diminished,  7052-3.— Donegal  machine-knitted  sock 
no  better  than  any  others,  7048. -Women  knitted  stil 

7054.6“milieS;  ^ <Ud  n°‘  b“J  s°* 

Spinning  Factory  needed. 
in  «“!»«*  factories  imported;  might  b 
3 e ,n  h0“e  £ were  spinning  factories;  a 
might  Queens  Yarn,”  7019.— No  raw  material 

7024  ' 7f&7mU*§  fnt0ry  would  ^ wri'  useful,  7021 
7024,  7037.— Would  give  much  employment,  and  ther 

7037  9 7040  Gv£f  d°re  and  other  districts,  7025,  7027 
/U37-9,  7040— If  there  were  spinning  factories  th 
whole  process  of  carding,  spinning8  weaving 
dyeing  carpets  could  be  done  here,  7041-2. 

Domestic  Economy  Classes. 

GC(0nTy  classes  established  by  Board  wer 
very  useful;  teachers  went  round  and  improved  33 

XSTtc“ ’(«"'(& bJ  te"h>2 

LooKing,  etc.,  /u&a— Classes  were  maintained  and  rii, 

;,™r'i'»7059-7TbeJ  wcre  f°“  months  in  Bar 

tonport;  afterwards  m Aranmore,  Annagry, 
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Kincaslagli,  7060.— They  improved  the  girls’  mar 
ner;  gave  them  taste  to  keep  homes  nicer  and  botfl 
hajped  them  at  service,  7061,  7064— Board  cea^rf 
work  and  nobody  was  left  to  carry  it  on  7065^ 
Number  of  teachers  at  Board’s  disposal  limited  7066 
—Witness’s  parish  had  had  four  centres-  that  wT. 
very  good  treatment,  7067-8— Effect  of  classes  uer 
manent;  girls  who  had  attended  assisted  the  rest  It 
the  family,  7069-71,  7075-7— They  did  not  teach Their 
sisters  much,  7078— Subjects  taught  were  laundrv 
and  cooking,  and  the  superintendent  studied  what 
was  best  for  locality  and  taught  how  to  cook  potatoes 
and  fish,  to  scrub  floors,  etc.,  7072-4— A permanent 
class  would  be  better,  7079-80,  7084— Class  should 
last  at  least  four  months,  7081— Other  people  be 
sides  those  attending  were  affected ; but  they  never 
became  so  efficient,  7082-3— If  instructors  returned 
and  did  work  in  other  centres  it  would  answer- 
though  not  so  well  as  permanent  instructors,  7085-6' 
—Two  years  since  Board's  teachers  held  classes  in 
parish,  7087-8— No  one  had  been  to  parish  from 
Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  Department- 
there  had  been  a teacher  in  neighbouring  parish 
7089-91. — Agricultural  Department  sent  out  teachers  • 
there  was  one  in  Dungloe,  7092— Domestic  service 
was  not  taught  in  National  schools  because  Board 
made  no  provision  for  it;  it  ought  to  be  part  of  the 
curriculum,  7093-100. 

Net-making  Industry. 

Net-making  should  be  taught;  nets  now  got  from 
abroad,  7101. — No  use.  starting  net  factory  unless  the 
nets  could  be  supplied  at  same  price  as  that  paid 
for  those  from  abroad,  7102-5. 


Cooperage. 

Cooperage  could  be  enlarged  with  advantage;  30 
or  40  people  could  he  employed  ; at  present  only  five 
apprentices  and  two  or  three  journeymen,  7107,  7114- 
5,  7121. — Barrels  imported  although  cooperage  had 
been  established  ten  years,  7107-8— Few  ban-els  in 
cooperage ; those  all  bought  up  at  beginning  of  fish- 
ing, 7109-10— Men  got  timber  where  they  could ; 
Congested  Districts  Board  supplied  a few  men  and 
ought  to  supply  more  ; men  anxious  to  make  barrels 
at  home  and  could  not  get  enough  timber,  7111.— 
Barrels  sold  to  curers,  7112. — Cooperage  paid  its 
way ; many  applications  from  young  fellows  wish- 
ing to  get  in  had  to  be  refused,  7109,  7113.- 
Better  for  cooperage  to  remain  in  Board’s  hands 
rather  than  in  those  of  a private  person ; even 
if  it  were  enlarged  so  as  to  make  a profit,  7116-8. — 
Business  should  not  be  carried  on  simply  to  suit  the 
desires  of  a population ; at  the  same  time  if  cooper- 
age could  be  enlarged  there  were  plenty  of  young  men 
who  could  be  employed  in  it,  7119-20. — Coqperage 
working  now ; store  of  barrels  exhausted ; all  sent  to 
Killybegs,  7122-3. — In  Scotland  curer  made  barrels; 
m Ireland  curer  brought  barrels  with  him ; but  there 
was  always  a scarcity,  7125-6. — Barrels  could  not  be 
produced  under  4s.  6d.,  7127. 

Purchase  of  Aranmore  and  Inniskeeragh  by 
Board. 

Aranmore  and  Inniskeeragh  Islands  had  bene- 
fited much  from  Board ; bought  in  1901  in  a 
very  confused  state ; landlord  was  bankrupt,  and 
tenants  did  not  know  who  was  the  right  receiver 
for  rent,  7128,  7141,  7168. — Very  recently  tenants. 

^ per  cent.,  7128,  7133. — Now  they  paid  3£, 
7134. — The  houses  were  wretched  and  island  very 
bad;  all  changed  now;  houses  in  Aranmore  fine;  two- 
thirds  slated  and  zinc-covered ; cattle  in  byres  instead 
of  in  the  houses ; drains  made  on  land ; twelve  miles 
of  road  made  leading  to  bogs  and  mountain ; fences 
made  to  divide  mountain  from  arable  land  and  pre- 
vent cattle  falling  over  cliffs,  7128,  7169,  7187.— Land 
bought  before  price  was  inflated;  14  years’  purchase 
paid  in  Aranmore ; four  or  five  years  more  would  be 
paid  now' ; Irwin  estate  sold  at  same  time  at  15  years’ 
purchase  with  addition  of  one  or  two  years  for  ar- 
^ars;  sold  direct  to  tenants,  who  were  well  satisfied, 
7128-30,  7137-9. — Deasley  estate  offered  at  same  time,, 
but  sale  not  effected,  and  now  20  years’  purchase- 
would  have  to  be  paid;  that  was  not  safe  for  people 
to  pay,  7130. — Deasley  estate  also  to  be  sold  direct 
from  landlord,  7131. — Whole  of  Aranmore  was  moun- 
tain or  bog,  7140. — Some  holdings  on  Aran- 
more were  enlarged  by  Board,  7199— The  land  used 
was  that  remaining  in  landlord’s  hands  after  emigra- 
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tion  of  thirty  families  to  Canada,  7200. — No 
economic  holdings  in  Aranmore ; people  could 
not  live  without  fishing,  7201-2. — Seven  licensed 
houses  in  Aranmore,  7203-4,  7207. — They  were 
there  before  the  purchase,  7209. — Board  had  no 
power  to  deal  with  licences,  which  were  easily 
got,  7205-6. — Aranmore  a petty  sessions  district,  7210. 
— Sessions  held  regularly,  7211. — Licences  granted  by 
magistrates  who  sat  there,  7212. — Could  not  be  in- 
creased so  long  as  temporary  law  operated,  out  could 
when  that  came  to  an  end,  7213-4. — Improve- 
ments carried  out-  by  Board  in  Aranmore 
without  loss,  £6,083  spent ; estate  bought  for  £8,000, 
sold  to  tenants  in  1905;  original  rent  £591,  reduced 
by  £230 ; houses  and  sanitary  surroundings  improved ; 
spring  wells  made,  £25  spent  by  Parish  Committee  on 
spring  wells;  Mr.  Doran  had  met  objections  most 
satisfactorily;  island  an  everlasting  credit  to  Board, 
7215. 

Minerals. 

Expert  should  be  sent  to  report  on  minerals 
along  coast,  7143,  7152,  7167. —There  should  be 
a mining  expert  in  Board’s  employment,  7153- 
4. — There  was  granite  at  Rosguill,  marble  in 
Doe,  Muckish  sand  also  in  Doe,  various  mines 
in  Cloughaneely,  silver  mines  at  one  time 
opened,  7144-5.— -Streak  of  gold  in  Gashelnagorr, 
flag  quarry  in  Cloughaneely  ; people  there  very  poor, 
7145-6. — Cloughaneely  in  Dunfanaghy  Union,  7147. — 
Board  should  make  a grant  to  start  these  industries 
and  interest  the  people  round,  and  then  give  it  up, 
not  subsidise  permanently,  7148-51. — They  could  be 
started  by  private  enterprise,  but  it  was  too  poor  a 
district,  7155-6. — There  were  plenty  of  people  else- 
where ready  to  start  companies,  but  matter  must  be 
brought  to  their  notice  in  some  way ; a report  from  a 
mining  expert  might  do  that,  7156-8. - There  was  a 
geographical  survey  of  Irish  experts;  Board  might 
invite  them  to  do  it,  7159-60. 

Gkanite  Quarries. 

Quarries  of  beautiful  granite  in  district,  might  be 
developed  to  help  people  in  case  of  failure  of  fishing; 
company  had  been  started  once  by  a private  gentle- 
man ; men  had  been  found  able  and  intelligent ; fifty 
or  sixty  men  had  been  employed  at  wages  of  about  14s. , 
7160. — Company  failed,  because  funds  ran  out;  they 
had  purchased  cranes,  made  a railway  line,  and  got 
steamer  to  bring  granite  across  lake ; then  their  money 
ran -out,  7161-2.— Railway  closed  now.  7163.— At  first 
they  had  to  bring  granite  down  to  Burtonport  by  cart, 
7164-5. — Congested  Districts  Board  should  subsidise 
the  industry  to  give  it  a start,  7166. 

Commonage  Grazing. 

Mountain  held  in  common  grazing  and  for 
turf,  7170. — Number  of  cattle  regulated  by 
amount  paid  ; all  tenants  paid  the  same  ; they  bought 
the  mountain  at  the  same  time  as  the  rest,  7171-3. — Stint 
system  not  used ; putting  sheep  on  mainland  forbidden, 
formerly  a great  abuse,  7174-6. — All  tenants  had  equal 
rights  to  mountain,  7176.  Disputes  as  to  one  man 
keeping  more  than  his  share  formerly  settled  by 
Board’s  representatives,  7177-8. — There  were  no  dis- 
putes now  and  no  means  of  settling  them  except  the 
law,  7179-81. — A committee  settled  in  Rutland  ; one 
had  been  suggested  for  Aranmore.  7181. — System  of 
common  grazing  better  than  striping ; mountain  not 
worth  fencing,  7182-6. 

Parish  Committee  Work. 

Separate  houses  for  cows  was  due  to  Parish 
Committee ; Board  had  built  in  some  cases, 
but  not  generally.  7187-9. — 'Aranmore  had  its 
own  Parish  Committee  and  a separate  House  Com- 
mittee to  see  after  improvements;  the  latter  did  not 
do  much,  7190-2.— Parish  Committee  spent  £400,  7192. 
— Local  contributions  amounting  to  £20  given  to 
Parish  Committee  when  it  started.  7193-4. — Parish 
Committee  had  done  a lot  on  mainland  as  well,  though 
funds  were  too  small  in  bad  places,  7195. — There  was 
the  same  disposition  to  build  separate  cow-houses, 
7196. — Scheme  worked  equally  well  amongst  tenants 
who  had  bought  and  those  who  had  not,  7196-8. 
— Of  the  Donegal  and  Mayo  systems  of  Parish  Com- 
mittees, witness  preferred  the  one  of  prizes  and  assist- 
ance, 7240-2. — Value  of  improvements  made  in  wit- 
ness’s parish  by  those  who  got  grants  seven  and  a-half 
times  amount  of  grant ; value  of  all  improvements 
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twenty-five  times  amount  of  grant ; 111  applicants, 
only  39  could  be  helped ; grant  first  year  £36,  second 
and  third  years  £75 ; improvements  valued  £1,875, 
7242. 


Lady  Dudley’s  Nurses. 

Lady  Dudley’s  nurses  had  been  helped  by  Board, 
7215.— They  alleviated  suffering  and  had  a humanis- 
ing influence  on  ignorant  people,  7216. — They  were 
from  the  best  hospitals  and  managed  by  committee  in 
Dublin,  7217-8. — Formerly  they  had  no  doctor  at  all 
in  winter,  and  many  died ; now  a nurse  lived  in 
Aranmore  and  one  in  Annagry.  7218-20. — Land  in 
Aranmore  better  than  in  Rosses,  all  rock  in  Rosses, 
people  could  only  live  on  it  two  months,  7221. — Com- 
missioners couldn’t  see  much  of  Aranmore  improve- 
ments in  two  hours,  7221a. 

Board  used  to  supply  bulls,  asses,  rams,  etc.,  to 
improve  stock ; no  advantage  got  from  Agricultural 
and  Technical  Board ; witness  aid  not  take  any  inte- 
rest in  the  latter;  there  were  fewer  animals  now,  and 
he  had  heard  complaints;  it  might  be  the  committee’s 
fault ; they  did  not  do  much  in  that  way,  7222-39. 

Land  available  for  Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Eighty  acres  at  Lackenagh  and  eighty  acres  on 
island  of  Inniscoo  of  grazing  land  in  hands  of  land- 
lord, which  could  be  bought  and  added  to  small  hold- 
ings in  district,  7242-5. — Estates  had  been  rented  for 
years  by  a Mr.  Keown,  his  heir  failed  and  land  went 
back  to  landlord,  7245. — Mr.  Iveown  was  a merchant, 
and  tenants  deposited  money  with  him  at  5 per  cent.  ; 
when  his  heirs  failed  the  men  lost  their  money,  they 
could  not  recover  from  landlord ; a good  thing  if  land 
could  be  divided  among  people  of  Eighter  and  Burton- 
port,  7246-8. 

Four  public  houses  in  Annagry,  7249-50. 

Education  in  the  Rosses. 

Repugnance  to  breaking  up  families  the  cause  of 
congestion,  7251. — As  education  advanced  that  cause 
declined,  7252. — Children  were  hired  out  so  young  they 
could  not  be  educated,  7253-8. — 45  per  cent,  of  popu- 
lation of  Annagry  were  illiterate,  7256. — Ignorance 
and  illiteracy  not  synonymous  ; people  were  intelligent 
and  bilingual.  7282-8. — Though  they  couldn’t  read  and 
write  English,  7298-9. — They  learnt  an  astonishing 
amount  in  Scotland  and  elsewhere1,  7303. — In  the 
classes  they  wrote  both  Irish  and  English  now,  7300. — 
Children  went  very  young  to  the  Lagan  and  other 
places,  hired  out  from  six  and  seven,  and  only  sent 
to  school  in  winter,  7261-2.— Some  were  hired  for  herd- 
ing at  four  .and  got  £1  a year,  7262-3. — They  went  to 
friends  or  relations  in  the  district,  7266-7,  7273,  7278. 
— And  were  fed,  7279. — Educational  authorities  did 
not  interfere,  7280. — If  Compulsory  Act  were  in  force 
it  could  not  touch  the  thing  as  if  it  occurred  in  Eng- 
land, 7281. — Children  sent  to  the  Lagan  from  nine 
or  ten  years,  average  age  16,  7268-70,  7272. — The 
younger  ones  went  as  herds,  7273. — They  went  to  the 
big  farmers,  the  older  sisters  there  took  the  little 
ones  to  earn  money,  7276-7.— Factories  did  not  take 
children  under  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  7265,  7274. 

Tenants  would  like  to  purchase  through  Congested 
Districts  Board ; they  were  so  pleased  with  Aran- 
more, tliev  would  like  to  follow  the  same  course, 
7301-2. 


O’DONNELL,  Mr.  J.  F. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  a great  deal 
towards  improvement  of  Rosses  District ; opened 
roads ; encouraged  improvement  of  holdings  and 
offices ; purchased  Aranmore  and  brought  peace  and 
contentment  to  the  islanders. 

Development  of  Fishing  Industry. 

Encouragement  of  fishing  industry  the  greatest 
Lmefit  ; private  individuals  had  tried  to  establish 
herring  fishery  and  failed  twice,  in  1889  and  1890  ; 
Father  Walker  and  Mr.  Hammond  made  success  sure  ; 
Father  Walker  purchased  nets  and  boats  and  dis- 
tributed salmon  nets  as  well ; he  spent  £500  of  his 
own  and  sold  store  for  cooperage  for  £200  instead  of 
its  value,  £1,000 ; Board  took  up  the  matter  and 
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made  it  a success,  7305. — Improvement  in  fish 
market ; in  1895  herrings  sold  lor  4s.  a craii ; 
in  1896  Duke  of  Abercorn  saw  the  boats  full 
of  fish  lying  without  market  and  telegraphed 
to  Mr.  J.  L.  Sayer,  who  sent  a representative  and 
expended  £3,000  on  curing  stations  and  kippering 
houses,  he  then  formed  Donegal  Fishing  Company, 
which  had  nets  working  this  year  value  £2,000,  boats, 
£5,000 ; stock,  £3,000 ; it  paid  £900  for  lobsters 
alone ; the  total  it  paid  in  years  was  £27,360, 
7305,  7360. — Crown  brand  would  be  a benefit,  7305. — 
Local  buyers  could  then  compete  with  Scotch  firms 
whose  brands  were  well  known,  fishermen -would  reap 
the  benefit  in  prices,  as  buyers  would  work  for  smaller 
profit  if  on  a level  with  Scotch  and  English  firms  ; 
at  present  transit  rates  prohibitive ; Norwegians  and 
Danes  could  send  to  London  cheaper,  73Q6.  . 

Piers  and  Slips  needed. 

Larger  boats,  life-saving  appliances  and  facilities 
for  landing  fish  needed ; Islands  of  Innishfree,  In- 
nishkerragli,  Innishaal,  Rutland,  Inniscoo,  Eighter 
and  Aranmore  sent  a large  fleet  out  and  had  no  boat 
slips ; two  piers  and  a slip  on  Aranmore  would  save 
much  hardship  ; mainland ‘from  Dunfanaghy  to  Fal- 
corrih  wanted  attention ; landing  places  and  slips 
wanted  at  Maghenaroarty,  Magheragallon,  Innis- 
boffin,  Innisliitter  and  Innislimame  wanted  safe  land- 
ing places  and  slips ; Burtonport  harbour  needed 
dredging  and  pier  extending,  7305. 

Development  op  Industries. 

Industries  needed  in  case  of  failure  of  fishing ; 
kelp-making  had  declined  ; 2s.  a day  made  by  it  in 
good  weather ; in  bad  times  Scotch  harvest  depended 
on  for  rent,  etc.,  that  a thing  of  the  past  since  in- 
troduction of  machinery,  7305. 


Granite 

Granite  quarries  would  give  much  employment  if 
developed  ; material  first  rate,  7305. — There  was  a rail- 
way and  shipping  facilities,  7317-8. 

Peat  Fuel. 

Abundant  material  for  making  peat  fuel,  7305. — 
It  would  benefit  the  people  ana  there  was  enough 
to  last  a considerable  time  for  domestic  purposes  as 
well,  7307-10. — Bogs  were  dotted  all  over  with  lakes 
and  rivers,  7311. — Everyone  had  not  turbary  facili- 
ties, 7312. — Some  had  to  go  five  or  six  miles  and  buy 
turf  and  had  the  additional  expenses  of  carting ; it 
made  a great  difference  in  their  circumstances,  7313-5. 


Reclamation  op  Moorland. 

Reclamation  of  moorland  important ; it  should  fo 
taken  up  by  Board  ; if  drained,  limed  and  tilled  i 
gave  good  crops ; existing  plots  too  small,  large  pro 
portion  rock,  average  vent  30s.  ; thousands  of  acres  o 
unreclaimed  moor  within  nine  miles  of  Burtonport 
rre,  lillies.tone  quarries  in  various  centres 
7305. — Smia.ll  portions  grazed  at  present  sour,  danger 
ous  grazing,  7319-20. -Grazing  of  1,600  acres  of  i 
£5*“*  £8,  7321. — It  was  eight  or  nine  miles  away 
7334.— Reclamation  would  not  create  shortage  o 
grazing,  7322. — Country  not  stock  raising,  too  mud 
granite,  7322. — Each  house  had  a cow  or  two,  7323.- 
Moorland  would  be  poor  grazing,  would  want  to  b 
tilled  and  drained,  no  substance  in  grass,  7325  - 
Grave1  sub-soil  not  deep  in  places,  a lot  of  peat  h 
« 73m,6-~A  few  sheeP  on  ft’  the-v  did  not  do  well 
foiZt-o.  there  was  not  enough  wool  to  supply  th 
woollen  and  carpet  factories,  7329-31.— Limeston 
quarries  m each  town,  7386.— Lime  burnt  with  tur 
to  Burtonport,  7387-8,-Limestone  in  centr 
of  bogs,  but  not  near  the  population,  there  was  . 

tance  7389  9?  br  • lfc  o?d  f°,nbe  carried  a Sreat  dis 
tance,  /3o9-92. — Lime  9tf.  or  lOrf.  a barrel  at  kiln  1 < 

cnlv  Ufn?”  h°1''H^393'~1i'it^le  uscd  for  potato  gardens 
cnly  fo<  building  and  limewashing,  7394.— Barre 

739<k  St0,,e3’  7395-12-Ga-ed  in  an  H 

Transit  Facilities. 

Transit  improved  in  last  twentj  years ; provision 
formerly  carted  from  Derry  at  £2  loi  a tii£  ^te™, 
started  in  1887  by  Mr.  Haimond  redact  r^  £ lT 
later  a regular  sea  service,  now  a railway,  7306. 


O’DONNELL,  Mr.  J.  F. — continued. 


Some  young  men  had  learned  barrel-making  ’ 
Congested  Districts  Board’s  cooperage;  had  built 
themselves  a shed  and  bought  implements  and  Board 
had  promised  to  supply  staves;  supply  only  kent 
them  employed  three  months,  and  yet  there  are  plenty 
•of  unused  staves  at  the  cooperage,  7306,  7337  73501 
—Cooperage  could  be  made  to  pay;  15,000  barrels 
used  at  Burtonport,  only  7,000  or  8,000  turned  out 
there  and  many  of  those  sent  to  Killybegs  and  Down 
ings;  coopers  had  to  go  to  Scotland,  etc.,  to  get 
employment,  7332.— Cooperage  wofked  by  Board 
7333. — Should  be  worked  at  a profit,  4s.  3d.  to  4s  6d’ 
paid  for  barrels,  3s.  lOrf.  paid  for  Scotch  barrels 
7334-5.— 4s.  4d.  barrels  made  on  the  spot  bought  for 
convenience,  7336.— If  local  coopers  made  barrels  it 
would  be  in  their  favour  to  fix  price,  7337.— Men 
idle  for  want  of  staves,  they  could  not  import  them 
without  money,  7338-41.— Scotch  or  Norwegian  tim- 
ber used,  ‘ imported  direct  from  Norway,  7344-5.— 
Steamers  would  come  direct  to  Burtonport  if  there 
were  means  to  purchase,  7346.— Advance  of  money 
wanted,  men  honest  and  would  repay,  7348-9.— Private 
cooperage  would  pay  if  fishing  continued,  7352-3. -If 
fishing  failed  barrels  could  be  exported  to  Scotland, 
7354-7.— No  great  outlay  needed,  £30  would  be  enough 
7358-9. — Thirty  men  or  more  could  be  employed,  7361 
—Barrels  should  all  be  made  in  Ireland  or  where  fish 
were  fished,  7362-3,  7376-7.— Fishing  hampered  by 
present  system ; transit  uncertain  ; barrels  did  not 
always  arrive  in  time  by  rail,  7364-70.— Railway  broke 
down  sometimes,  7369.— There  might  always  be  short- 
age of  barrels  unless  local  supply  was  up  to  demand, 
7370. — As  much  labour  as  possible  should  be  employed 
in  district,  7371 — Board’s  cooperage  should  be  made 
three  times  the  size,  7372.— A reserve  should  be  kept, 
7373. — Only  one-eighth  of  barrels  used  were  made  here, 
7375. — Coopers  would  be  willing  to  work  for  lower 
wages  in  order  to  compete  with  foreign  supply  and 
reduce  cost  of  barrels,  7380-4. — Men  could  live  cheaper 
at  home  than  going  to  Scotland  for  work,  7380,  7382. — 
Buyers  would  support  Lome  industry  ; at  present  they 
paid  4s.  4 d.  to  Board,  7378-9. — Preference  would  be 
given  to  local  manufacture  if  price  were  the  same, 
7385. — Locally  manufactured  articles  must  be  sold 
at  same  price  as  imported  articles,  7384. 


POMEROY,  Mr.  JOHN  A. 

Congestion  in  the  Rosses. 

1,500  tenancies  in  rental  of  the  Rosses  at  average 
rent  of  £1  2s.  6 d.  a tenant ; did  not  represent  present 
number  of  tenants ; Rosses  very  congested  and  re- 
quired immediate  attention ; other  parts  of  Lord 
Conyngham’s  estates  congested  and  needed  attention, 
but  were  not  so  pressing  or  so  difficult  to  deal  with, 
7398-404. — No  large  grazing  farms  in  Rosses ; migra- 
tion or  industries  only  method  of  dealing  with  con- 
gestion,  7405. — Eighty  acres  referred  to  by  Monsignor 
.Walker  had  been  let  for  yeai’s  as  grazing  to  a per- 
manent tenant,  7538. 

Migration  Prospects. 

Neither  young  nor  old  people  would  move 
except  to  good  pasture  farms,  7408. — They  were 
'’fry  devoted  to  their  own  homes,  7411.  — 

they  did  not  emigrate  much,  7409. — They  migrated  to 
Scotland  for  a few  months  in  the  year,  7410. — Worth 
trying  to  migrate  six  or  eight  families  together,  7413. 
— It  would  be  difficult,  but  might  be  managed ; large 
value  would  have  to  be  given  for  existing  holdings, 
and  new  holdings  must  be  better  land  and  have  houses 
put  on  them  ; expense  would  be  great,  7414-8. — En- 
largement of  holdings  by  migration  a good  thing,  hut 
too  expensive  ; money  better  expended  starting  in- 
dustries, 7476. 


Promotion  op  Industries. 

Industries  might  be  started  by  Board,  private  people 
would  then  take  them  up,  as  was  done  with  the  fishing, 
which  was  started  by  Father  B.  Walker  and  taken  on 
by  Board  till  it  proved  a success  when  others  took  it 
up  ; a good  commercial  man  would  take  up  the  cooper- 
age if  it  were  shown  that  Congested  Districts  Board 
worked  it  without  loss  ; reason  for  starting  industries 
was  low  cost  of  living,  wbich  would  mean  low  cost 
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POMEROY,  Mr.  JOHN  A. — continued. 
of  labour ; cost  of  coal  not  more  in  Burtonport  than 
in  London,  though  it  would  bo  prohibitive  for  in- 
dustries connected  with  iron,  7418. — Small  industries 
could  be  started,  7489. 

Free  Houses. 

Rents  of  holdings  judicial ; nothing  charged  for 
houses,  as  tenants  had  built  them  themselves,  7419-22. 
— Law  in  Ireland  did  not  prohibit  holding  being  sup- 
plied without  house,  7423. 

Free  Fuel. 

Turbary  practically  free,  entered  very  slightly  into 
computation  of  rent,  7424-7.— Cost  of  conveying  some- 
times serious,  7424. — Tenants  with  tracts  of  bog  some- 
times charged  exorbitantly  for  trespass ; they  had  no 
right  to,  7428-9. 

Employment. 

2s.  and  2s.  6 d.  a day  charged  for  labour,  7430.— 
Not  much  employment,  price  high  because  people  were 
away  in  Scotland  earning,  7431. — 2s.  a day  got  in 
fishing  season  for  carting,  curing,  etc.,  7432. 

Reclamation  of  Moorland.. 

Migration  to  mountains  would  only  perpetuate  con- 
gestion ; reclaimed  bog  or  mountain  land  liable  to 
potato  disease  ; too  far  to  take  seaweed  for  manure ; 
good  reclamation  expensive ; insufficient  reclamation 
yielded  bad  crop,  7433,  7437. — Reclamation  by  family 
on  outskirts  of  farm  good ; dangerous  to  plant  a man 
down  in  district  to  be  reclaimed,  7434. — Mountain 
crops  suffered  more  from  frost  and  blight,  7435. — If 
men  were  taken  from  seaside  they  must  be  given  self- 
supporting  holdings,  7436. — If  Congested  Districts 
Board  bought  land  holdings  could  be  enlarged  by 
adding  mountain  grazing  to  be  reclaimed  by  tenants, 
7438-9. — Very  little  regular  grazing  in  district ; one 
farm  of  60  or  70  acres  at  Crohy  in  hands  of  tenant 
with  a judicial  rent,  7440-2. 

Price  of  Tenant-right. 

Tenant-right  could  be  bought  for  forty  years’ 
purchase  of  rent,  7443,  7458. — Landlord’s  inte- 
rest 25  years,  total  50  or  60  years’  purchase, 
7445. — Large  farm  did  not  bring  as  many 
years'  purchase  as  small,  but  was  more  difficult  to 
acquire  ; man  would  say  he  had  the  option  of  dividing 
it,  7446. — Price  of  small  holdings’  tenant-right  high, 
because  few  came  into  market,  7448-9. — Rent  of 
mountain  land  very  small ; if  it  were  reclaimed  by  ai 
tenant  the  tenant-right  would  sell  for  a large  number 
of  years’  purchase,  not  as  much  as  forty  years,  7459- 


SUB-DI  VISION. 

A judicial  tenant  often  sold  a piece  of  his  farm 
he  had  no  right  to,  but  it  was  the  custom,  and  feeling 
in  country  was  so  strong  landlord  could  not  prevent 
the  sub-division,  7449-54. — If  Government  bought  land 
they  would  have  to  enforce  law  very  firmly  at  first, 
but  such  action  was  necessary,  7455-7. — Mountain 
holdings  larger  than,  those  by  the  sea,  not  so  much 
sub-division  there,  7473-4.— iPeople  by  sea  had  other 
ways  of  making  a living,  so  did  not  hesitate  to  sub- 
divide, not  the  same  opportunities  in  mountains, 
7475,  7477-8.  Record  of  sub-division  could  not  be 
given  accurately,  7480. 

People  better  off  on  Seaboard  than  Inland. 

Holdings  along  seaboard  probably  not  formed 
by  reclamation ; tenants  must  have  come  there, 
because  the  land  was  already  grass  land  and 
potatoes  were  easily  grown  without  trouble  of  re- 
claiming ; there  was  in  addition  seaweed  for  manure, 
and  fishing,  7465-6. — Reclamation  more  difficult  where 
bog  was  deep,  7467. — People  on  seaboard  better  off 
than  those  inland  who  were  dependent  solely  on  agri- 
culture, 7468. — Inland  people  had  turf  nearer,  but 
only  part  of  Rosses  had  difficulty  with  turbary,  7469. 

Sale  of  Turf. 

Not  much  sale  of  turf  in  Rosses,  on  parts  of  estate 
a large  sale  for  export,  7470-1. 


POMEROY,  Mr.  JOHN  A. — continued. 

Ghanite. 

Granite  quarry  badly  managed  at  first ; a new  lease 
had  been  granted  and  it  wonld  start  under  better 
auspices  and  probably  be  a commercial  success,  7481-2. 
— 40  or  50  men  employed  in  it  before,  7483. 

Soapstone. 

Soapstone  in  district  would  give  employment  if  de- 
veloped ; used  for  French  chalk,  7484. — It  was  close 
to  the  sea,  7485. 

Peat  Products. 

Peat-compressing  industry  could  be  started  ; was  a 
suocess  in  Sweden  and  Norway  ; should  be  possible  in 
Ireland,  although  it  had  been  attempted  without  suc- 
cess, 7486-8,  Ammonia  and  other  products  could  be 
got  from  peat,  7489. 

Sheep  Drains. 

If  mountains  were  sheep-drained  more  sheep  could 
be  kept  and  woollen  mills  started ; sheep-draining 
tried  with  great  success  in  Tyrone,  7489. — Congested 
Districts  Board  should  do  it  in  places  and  show  the 
way,  others  would  then  take  it  up,  7492. — Difficulty 
of  keeping  open  the  drains  where  cattle  were  kept 
not  serious,  7490-1. — Plenty  of  time  to  open  them  in 
winter,  7493. — Witness  had  never  seen  cattle  on  a 
mountain  with  surface  drains  for  sheep,  7494. — Ad- 
vantage to  exclude  cattle,  7495. — Tenants  would  be 
induced  to  keep  sheep  instead  of  cattle,  they  were  more 
paying,  7495-6. — 'Mountain  grazing  mostly  common  ; 
tenants  would  all  have  to  agree  not  to  keep  cattle, 
7497-8. — 'Some  places  bad  been  fenced  by  Board,  7498. 
— Woollen  industry  might  be  started  with  advantage, 
7500. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Improvement  needed  in  landing-places  for  fisher- 
men ; accommodation  insufficient  for  shaking  nets, 
7500,  7502. — Board  would  be  justified  in  spending 
money  on  piers  and  boat  slips,  7501-2. 

Agricultural  Work  of  Board  and  Department. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  managed  improve- 
ment of  stock  admirably ; Board  had  a good  name, 
which  wa9  everything  in  Ireland ; no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  way  Department  of  Agriculture  carried  on 
business  ; witness  had  not  particularly  noticed,  7503-8. 

Open  Fowl  and  Egg  Markets  needed. 

Markets  should  be  established  at  Burtonport ; no 
means  of  disposing  of  fowls,  etc.,  7508,  7519. — At  pre- 
sent they  were  taken  to  shops  to  reduce  debt,  a bad 
way  of  doing  business ; real  value  never  obtained, 
7509-10. — System  not  so  prevalent  as  formerly,  more 
ready  cash  since  development  of,  fishery,  7511-2. — 
Much  competition  between  merchants  along  coast, 
7513. — No  local  fowl  buyers  going  round,  7514. — Fowls 
sold  to  shopkeepers,  and  in  summer  to  hotels  and 
visitors,  7515.  — Geese  merchants  in  Glenties,  7516.— 
Fowls  improved  in  last  few  years,  a larger  industry 
now,  7517-8. — Proposed  market  would  be  for  fish  as 
well,  and  other  commodities  if  there  were  any,  7520. 
— No  butter,  7521. — No  creameries  in  district,  7522. 

500  families  would  have  to  be  migrated  from  Rosses 
to  make  appreciable  difference,  7523. 

Young  Stock  and  Grass  Lands. 

Dry  stock  bought  for  graziers,  7524.— Age  of  selling 
too  young,  three-quarters  of  a year  old,  7525. — Kept 
longer  in  Glenties,  7530.— Sold  young  from  necessity 
and  sometimes  from  habit ; people  anxious  to  get 
money;  profit  in  stock  if  kept  longer,  not  in  this 
district,  but  in  Glenties  and  Mountcharles ; not  so 
many  kept  on  mountains  as  formerly,  7526-7,  7534. 
—Young  stock  taken  by  buyers  to  fairs  and  sent  to 
Glasgow,  7528-9,  7532. — Breaking  up  of  grass  lands 
in  other  parts  of  Ireland  would  not  affect  this  dis- 
trict or  Glenties,  7533,  7635. — Fewer  cattle  now  on 
mountains,  because  people  were  so  anxious  to  get 
money  they  did  not  keep  their  cattle,  7536.T-There 
were  not  more  sheep,  7537. — There  might  be  more 
sheep  and  therefore  less  cattle  in  Donegal,  but  ex- 
planation not  satisfactory,  7538. 
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SPARGO,  Mr.  EDMUND. 

Lease  of  Granite  Quarries. 

Witness  had  read  of  a monolith  of  granite  on  Aran- 
more  in  Professor  Hull’s  hook  on  ornamental  stone ; 
had  visited  place,  and  leased  the  land  on  the  main- 
land ; was  unable  to  obtain  lease  of  Aranmore ; he 
■was  not  limited  to  Conyngham  property,  7594-5. — 
Lease  was  on  exceptionally  favourable  terms  for  sixty 
years,  7545,  7602. — No  royalties  first  year ; 2d.  a ton 
afterwards;  rent  £20  a year  for  ten  years,  rising 
gradually  to  £250  at  end  of  thirty  years,  7602-4 ; no 
sum  paid  down,  7603. — 'Liberal  lease  granted,  with 
view  of  improving  property,  7606. — He  did 

not  float  company  himself ; he  spent  £800, 
and  submitted  it  to  preliminary  tests ; exhibited 
examples  of  granite  at  International  Exhibition, 
London,  for  which  he  got  diploma,  7541. — He  got 
lease  in  1888,  7544. — (Disposed  of  it  in  1892 ‘to  Colonel 
Russell,  of  York,  who  intended  to  work  it  privately  ; 
Colonel  Russell  purchased  first  two-thirds  of  lease 
end  then  the  whole ; he  died  before  he  could  do  any- 
thing,  7547,  7556-8,  7570. — While  witness  had  quarry 
he  tried  to  get  Mr.  Suthurst,  a barrister,  of  London, 
to  float  a company  to  work  it,  and  Mr.  Freeman,  of 
Cornwall  quarries,  came  to  look  at  it,  7549-50a,  7552. 
— Witness  had  known  Mr.  Suthurst  on  Norwegian 
matters,  7550a. — Negotiations  failed,  a.s  price  could 
not  he  agreed  on,  7552,  7555. — Mr.  'Suthurst  had  not 
heard  of  estate  before,  7553-4.— On  Colonel  Russell’s 
death  lease  was  sold  to  Mr.  Bradbum,  of  Liverpool, 
in  1895  or  1896,  7559-60,  7571-2.— It  was  floated'  as  a 
company  for  £50,000,  of  which  vendor  got  £26,000, 
leaving  £24,000  to  spend,  7559-63.— They  spent 

£20,000 — £8,000  on  machinery,  7559. — They  worked 
it  three  or  four  years,  7565,  7573.— They  sold  some 
very  fine  cargoes  of  stone;  no  lack  of  demand,  but 
there  was  no  means  of  transit ; £20,000  or  £30,000 
more  capital  wanted ; one  company  could  not  work 
iSS?®6"*1*  ’ *^7  quarries  could  be  established 
7565,  7567. — Area  seventy  square  miles;  as  much 
granite  .as  in  the  whole  of  Scotland,  7566.— 
Principal  quamy  opened  under  Dungloe  Sta- 
tion ; failed  because  there  was  no  means  of 
transit;  they  had  a steamer  across  lake,  but  a cause- 
way and  tramway  would  have  been  cheaper ; even- 
tually they  built  a pier ; by  that  time  capital  was 
gone;  thirty-two  shareholders,  mostly  Liverpool 
£1°000  7569  ^ 1<>Cal  skareholder>  Mr-  Sweeney,  lost 


SPARGO,  Mr.  EDMUND — continued. 

Shipping  Difficulties. 

Pier  built  bj  company  lad  .been  jjjnj 
but  big  ships  could  only  reach  i+  +W, 
the  Sound,  which  was  eleven  feet  deep  at  hieh  w^T 
7609,  7612-4,-IrM,  B«cri  of  Work/had fe 
a pier  in  centre  of  coast  line;  enable  ships  of  2 (Vvi 
tons  burden  to  approach,  760941.— Failure  of 
pany  only  attributable  to  lack  of  capital  7615_[ 
Hopes  entertained  that  it  would  still  go  on  7616  — 
Present  promoters  all  Irish,  except  Mrs?  Ernest  Hart 
•Mr.  Segrne,  the  principal  promoter,  and  he  wa«  muS 
interested-  in  Irish  improvements ; witness  had  no  in 
terest  in  company  now,  7617. 

GAVIGAN,  Rev.  J. 

Statistics  of  Parish  of  Mevagh. 

Downing’s  fishery  in  witnesses  parish  of  Me  vat-1, 
7620.— It  was  in  Milford  Union,  7621.— And  con’ 
tained  four  electoral  divisions,  7622.— No  sales  had 
taken  place  m district,  7623.— ^Congestion  would  be 
partially  relieved  if  tenants  owned  land,  as  thev 
would  he  more  inclined  to  make  the  most  of  it  • even 
the  hope  of  possession  encouraged'  them  to  make  im- 
provements, 7624.— All  the  tenants  on  very  small 
holdings;  population  of  Rossguill  at  1901  census 
was  1,182  ; valuation,  £804  9s.  6 d.  ; 15s.  per  head. 
7625-8.— Oarrigart  Electoral  Division.— Valuation 
£1,096  1.7s.  Od.  ; population,  1,336,  249  families’ 
Glen  Division— Valuation,  £679  .12 s.  Od.  ; popula- 
tion, 740,  157  families;  Crawford  Division-Valua- 
tion, £1,096  10a.  Od.  ; population,  1,298,  247  families 
7628. — In  -Rosguill,  154  holdings  not  exceeding  £4’ 
thirty-four  above  £4 ; four  £10  valuation,  7629  — 
People  on  very  small  plots,  7630. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Disastrous  if  fishing  and  means  of  liveli- 
hood m Scotland  .and  England  all  failed ; tenants 
could  not  then  pay  annuities  in  case  of  purchase,  as 
they  could  not  live  by  land  ; such  a thing  unlikely ; if 
men  were  fishermen  they  must  follow  the  fish  wherever 
they  were,  7631-3. — People  had  not  at  present  means 
of  pursuing  fish,  but  they  were  getting  on,  and  would 
have  in  future,  7634-6. — If  one  thing  failed  another 
would  open,  7637. 


Donegal  and  Aberdeen  Granite. 
Aberdeen  people  ready  to  buy  any  amount  of  red 
granite  to  manufacture  monuments  and  sell  it  as 
Aberdeen ; . it  -was  almost  exactly  like  Peterhead 
granite,  7574-8.  —Unfortunately  a salmon  granite 
quarry  was-  opened,  and  there  was  plenty  of  -that  on 

island  of  Mull ; that  was  the  cheap  granite,  7574-5 

L take  ?ral!ite  to  Aberdeen  from  Petcr- 

ton  ********  ^ne  £6  per 

A&rJl81'—1 Pe1terheaf3  supply  very  confined,  7583  — 
Aberdeen  people  would  get  (Rosses'  stone  cheaper  than 
Hie  Peterhead  and  it  would  look  the  same  when 
polished,  75m.— Demand  from  Aberdeen  enough  to 
encourage  industry;  original  intention  was  to8com- 
fln^rrt£ainSt  14t?rdeen  > Pres»  had  thought  Donegal 
quarries  would  be  serious  competitors,  7585  — Wit- 
had  gOTle  to  Gars*on,  7586.— 

w VJ  Pi^nt  element  of  success,  7588 'Witness 

*£$£*  J?  d°  with  management  of  quarr^ 

mai  details  , there  were  people  alive  who  were  • the 

5“S“-  —s  Vobiblj  IH™  rf 

the  Newry  quarries,  7590-3.  ^ one  ot 

Present  position  of  Industry. 

tamsferred;  Mm 

7597.— Present  comS^  shares  in  new  company, 
£260,000,  of  whioh^55m5C^ltempljte<i  ,ca^Pital  of 
-Original  <x>= 

must  before  they  could  transfer  7fiM  wiT  • y 
satisfactory,  7608.  orkers  were  most 


Agricultural  Work  of  Board  and  Department. 

Work  of  'Congested  Districts  Board'  transferred  in 
spring  of  1904  to  Agricultural  Department,  with  dis- 
astrous results ; Board  had  resident  who  advised 
formers  as  to  seed  and  manures,  etc. ; had  a depot 
of  farming  implements  let  out  at  a nominal  hire  of 
. • a day ; when  witness  applied  for  the  use  of  these 
in  1904  Board  replied  they  had  now  nothing  to  do 
with  agricultural  “work ; Department  of  Agricul- 
ture was  dealing  with  it ; application  was  sent  on  to 
Department,  and  no  reply  received  for  five  days ; 
witness  then  wired'  to  Department ; the  only  reply 
was  that  implements  were  to  be  sold  next  week ;'  they 
never  replied  to  inquiries  as  to  when  and  how  they 
were  to  be  sold  at  all ; witness  heard  accidentally 
that  implements  were  being  sold,  and  sent  two  men 
re  purchase,  with  view  of  putting  them  in  charge  of 
Parish  Committee ; when  men  arrived  all  the  good 
ones  were  sold  to  well-to-do  farmers,  and  only  worth- 
less things  left ; witness  then  wrote  to  Department, 
who  replied-  that  they  would  not  send  any  more  im- 
plements or  give  aid  to  the  Parish  'Committee  to  get 
them ; confidence  in  Department  shaken,  7638-9, 
7643. — 'Witness  knew  of  'Committee  inquiring  into 
working  of  Department,  7640. — Had  not  been  examined 
before  it,  7641. — He  would  like  to  see  the  Board  work- 
ing again,  7642. — Department  might  have  wished  to 
spare  expense,  7644. — .People  would  be  willing  to  pay 
*8"  <<>  cover  cost  of  supervision  of  implements, 
Uers  most  commonly  used ; Is.  a day 
charged  for  long  distances,  7647. — User  pm- 
VJood  house  and  man;  and  returned  implement^  7648. 

Drill-harrows,  grubbers,  wheel  hoes,  and  spraying 
machines  also  used,  7649-50.— Board’s  official  with- 
drawn in.  1904 ; no  one  sent  by  Department  to  iR- 
quire,  as  far  as  witness  knew ; a man  might  have 
been  on  a bicycle,  but  that  was  useless,  7662-7. 
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Spraying. 

Spraying  continued  in  district;  was  beneficial, 
7651-2. — Excellent  results  on  potatoes,  both  tuber  and 
plant,  if  done  properly  and  in  time,  7653-4. — It 
acted  as  manure  and  strengthened  plant  to  resist 
blight ; would  not  cure  blight,  7655-8,  7661. — Spray- 
ing begun  early  through  action  of  Board,  7658. — 
People  too  poor  to  get  machines,  and  had  difficulty 
in  getting  materials  ; no  real  benefit  without  machines, 
7659. — 'Larger  tenants  had  their  own,  7660. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Development  of  fishing  had  relieved  congestion ; 
twelve  years  ago  300  migratory  labourers  from  wit- 
ness’s district  in  one  electoral  division ; now  hardly 
any ; in  witness’s  parish  twenty-five  boats  employing 
150  men  had  been  given  by  Board  ; these  employed 
140  boys  and  girls  in  curing,  etc.,  and  about  thirty 
oairtowners,  cofopers,  etc. ; in  Carrigard  division 
people  were  poor  and  still  went  in  large  numbers  to 
Scotland ; further  development  of  fishing  at  Down- 
ing’s would  be  a help.  Piers  required  for  that. 


Piers  required. 

Pier  wanted  at  Ballywhurriskey,  in  Fanad ; people 
went  from  there  to  fish  in  new  big  boats  at  Downing’s, 
7668. — It  was  a poor  district,  not  in  same  opening  as 
Downing’s,  and  centre  of  a fishing  ground,  7669-70. — 
Small  shipment  of  granite  there  for  which  people 
had  built  a pier,  7671. — Shelter  and  landing  stage 
for  boats  required,  7672,  7683. — 'People  could  then 
fish  their  own  waters,  or  when  going  to  Downing’s 
keep  their  boats  at  home,  and  go  to  and  fro  in  them  ; 
at  present  they  walked  over  land  and  kept  the  boats 
at  Downing’s,  7673-4,  7680,  7606-7. — There  might  also 
be  a small  curing  station,  7675-6. — At  present  they 
could  not  go  to  sea  if  there  was  any  stir  in  water ; 
they  had  boats,  but  no  way  of  bringing  them  in, 
7678-9. — Twenty-five  males  to  Downing’s,  7687. — 
People  went  to  Downing’s  for  herrings,  but  other  fish 
was  caught,  7685-6,  7695. — -Pier  wanted  also  at  Port- 
nablaugh,  in  Dunfanaghy,  7689. — 'Downing’s  pier 
needed  extension,  as  all  people  who  fished  herrings 
went  there,  7689,  7777-9. — Small  piers  in  creeks  ad- 
joining Downing’s  not  wanted  during  herring  fishing, 
as  men  would  then  remain  there  and  keep  their 
boats  there,  but  they  were  wanted  for  cod,  ling,  sal- 
mon, etc.,  at  other  seasons,  7690-4,  7702-3,  7707,  7714- 
5,  7732. — There  was  lobster  fishing  as  well,  7700. — 
Fishing  could  not  support  people  without  the  her- 
rings, 7701. — No  safe  anchorage  at  present,  7704-5. — 
Boats  hauled  on  to  beach,  7706,  7713. — Fish  might 
be  sent  fresh  to  market  or  might  be  cured  ; salmon 
and  lobster  not  cured,  7709. — Cod  might  be  sent  fresh  ; 
must  be  iced  to  go  a long  distance,  7710-1. — Board 
had  formerly  established  curing  stations  along  coast, 
7712. — Not  much  market  in  neighbourhood  of  proposed 
small  piers ; fish  could  be  sent  by  rail,  7716-8. — 
They  would  also  be  used  for  local  consumption,  7717. 
— Landing  of  herrings  took  place  at  Downing’s,  7719. 
— Object  of  pier  was  to  prevent  necessity  for  hauling 
up  boats,  7720.— Departure  pier  would  be  a landing 
pier,  7721. — 'Possibility  of  acquiring  larger  boats 
chief  argument  in  favour  of  piers,  7722-3. — Bally- 
whirrishy  not  sheltered  ; people  could  often  fish  if  they 
had  pier,  7724-6,  7743. — Small  boat  used  for  salmon, 
7727. — A row  boat  called  a yawl,  7728-9. — Not  too 
big  to  be  hauled  up,  7730. — Pier  required  for  luggers 
and  yawls  ; they  could  not  be  launched  in  a rough  sea 
without,  7733,  7737-41,  7744. — Shelter  pier  wanted  if 
money  was  available,  if  not  a landing  stage,  7734. — 
Yawls  could  ride  at  anchor  in  fine  weather,  7745. — 
They  would  have  to  be  pulled  up  in  winter,  7746. — 
Pier  would  prevent  trouble  of  dragging  them  up, 
7747.-— Ballywhirrisky  had  deck  boats  for  herring 
fishing,  7748-51. — Herring  fishing  might  sometimes 
be  at  other  places  besides  Downing’s,  and  it  would 
be  more  convenient  for  men  to  bo  able  to  come  home 
in  boats,  and  get  aboard  again  at  home,  instead  of 
going  over  to  Downing’s  to  fetch  boats,  7753-6. — 
They  would  use  boats  after  herring  season,  7752. — 
So  long  as  centre  of  herring  fishing  was  at  Down- 
ing’s, headquarters  should  bo  there,  7758. — Bally- 
whirrisky sometimes  called  Porfcmalee,  7757. — Rosses 
coasts  yielded  most  herrings,  not  Downing’s  Bay, 
7759-61. — Centre  of  that  Burtonport,  7762. — Shelter 
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pier  not  wanted  for  large  fleet,  7764. — Experiments 
with  small  piers  had  been  made  in  other  parts  and 
been  superseded  by  development  of  events,  7765-7. — 
Large  sums  should  be  spent  on  piers  in  centres  like 
Burtonport  and  Downing’s,  7768. — Nothing  like  the 
same  amount  on  small  places,  7769. — North  of  Ire- 
land coasts  deeply  indented  with  good  shelter  creeks, 
7772-3. — 'More  exposed  where  the  fishing  was  out- 
side, not  much  safe  anchorage  except  Downing’s  till 
you  came  to  Lough  Swilly,  7775-6. — Better  to  spend 
mmiey  on  large  piers  in  centres  than  on  small  ones, 
7777. — Coast  was  not  touched  by  railway,  7778. 

Larger  Boats  required. 

Larger  and  more  boats  needed,  that  would  relieve 
congestion  in  Carrigart,  7779. — Ordinary  herring 
boats  20- ton,  that  should  he  the  smallest  used,  7781-3. 
— Bigger  boats  expensive,  7784. — Fishermen  could 
afford  them ; they  must  go  away  from  Donegal,  if 
necessary,  like  the  Scotch,  7785-7.— Men  were  willing 
when  able,  a number  did  go  to  Scotland,  7788. — 
Board  had  made  no  attempt  to  provide  larger  boats 
as  far  as  witness  knew,  7789-90. — Men  were  goed 
enough  seamen  to  work  larger  boats,  7791-3. — 
Fishermen  were  continually  applying  to  witness  to 
get  larger  boats  for  them,  7794.— Witness  had  made 
many  representations  to  Board,  7796.— Only  an  odd 
boat  had  been  sent,  7796-7. — He  had  not  represented 
that  men  would  go  to  Scotland  if  they  had  the  boats; 
some  of  the  boats  good-sized,  many  small  and  old, 
7798. — Not  many  people  willing  to  man  a large  boat 
and  go  away,  would  be  more  in  the  future,  7799. — 
They  had  accumulated  a little  capital,  and  there 
were  enough  to  man  one  boat  in  witness’s  locality, 
7800-1.— Cost  of  boat  at  least  £700  or  £800,  7802.— 
Seven  or  eight  men  would  join  together,  7803. — 
Witness  did'  not  actually  know  of  so  many,  but  was 
sure  they  would  he  willing  to  contribute  towards  cost 
and  take  boat  on  share  system,  7804-5. — Witness 
would  like  to  see  experienced  fishermen  trying  their 
fortunes  with  large  boats  wherever  fish  were  found, 
7806. — Small  boats  would  be  given  to  Carrigart 
people,  and  help  to  relieve  the  congestion  there, 
7807-8. — .Board  wise  to  move  slowly,  but  boats  might 
be  given  out  more  rapidly,  7809-12.— Witness’s  policy 
a process  of  development,  and  would  require  time 
and  caution,  7813-5. 

Migration  Prospects. 

People  would  migrate  if  offered  good  inducements ; 
witness  had  never  talked  to  them  about  it,  but  they 
were  sensible  and  reasonable,  and  would  go  if  not 
removed  too  far,  although  they  were  attached  to 
their  homes,  7816-19. 

Sub-division  not  prevalent. 

People  in  witness’s  parish  opposed  to  sub-division, 
7822. 

Valuation  as  test  op  Congestion. 

Rateable  value  could  not  be  taken  as  an  estab- 
lished standard  of  congestion  alone,  was  only  an 
incident ; an  industry  such  as  fishing  relieved  con- 
gestion, 7823-5. 

Cooperage  Industry  could  b»  developed. 

Cooperage  at  Downing’s  encouraged  local  labour, 
a score  of  coopers  employed  ; they  were  allowed  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  assist  curers  in  curing 
season  ; advantage  to  have  more  apprentices ; work 
otherwise  done  in  Scotland  ; many  curers  had  their 
own  cooperages  and  brought  over  barrels,  but  barrels 
always  wanted  at  Downing’s,  7826-7. — Steamers  that 
brought  stores  brought  barrels,  7828.— Supply  never 
equal  to  demand ; more  employment  could  be  given, 
7829-30. — Barrels  made  in  slack  time  in  winter,  7831. 
— Apprentices  worked  the  whole  year  round,  partly 
at  curing,  7832. — Board  should  still  carry  on  cooper- 
age ; coopers  in  district  all  apprentices  ; it  could  not 
stand  by  itself,  7833. — No  loss  if  Board  embarked 
on  cooperage  on  a largo  scale,  7834. — Competition 
would  not  be  unfair,  when  industry  was  properly 
fixed  private  enterprise  might  take  it  over,  that  point 
not  reached  yet,  cooperage  three  years  in  existence, 
7835-7. — More  would  not  be  paid  for  Irish  than 
Scotch  barrels,  7838. — Witness  had  heard  Board  sold 
them  as  cheaply  as  the  Scotch  ones,  7810. — Board 
had  to  pay  freight  on  staves,  curer  had  to  pay  on 
empties,  7841. 

h 2 
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Boat-building  and  repairing  yard  needed. 
Boat-building  yard  at  Downing’s  a necessity,  boats 
sometimes  got  damaged  and  lay  idle  till  a carpenter 
came  from  a distance  to  repair  it,  7842.— Building 
as  well  as  repairing  yard  useful  to  give  employment  ; 
boats  could  be  built  as  well  there  as  elsewhere,  7843-4. 

Refreshment-room  needed  at  Downing’s  Bay. 

Provision  of  refreshment  room  at  Downing  s would 
have  good'  results,  7845-7.— (Board  had  provided  a 
small  room  when  fishing  was  first  started,  which 
was  inadequate  now ; broth  as  well  as  tea  and  bread 
and  butter  might  be  provided,  7848— No  difficulty 
anticipated  in  getting  Board  to  do  it,  7850. 

Share  System  op  Payment  por  Boats — Amendment 
NEEDED. 

Share  system  of  payment  for  boats  unpopular ; 
formerly  three-ninths  retained  by  Board,  and  that 
was  all  right,  now  four-ninths  were  retained,  and 
the  men  thought  it  too  much  for  a small  catch; 
Board  thought  it  better  that  the  instalments  should 
be  paid  off  sooner,  but  men  could  not  afford  it,  7851. 
— 'Four-ninths  system  adopted  in  all  new  boats, 
7852-3. — Another  cause  of  complaint  was  that  when 
a man  died  who  had1  nearly  paid  off  his  share  of 
the  debt  on  a boat  his  family  lost  all  interest,  his 
successor  paid  no  acknowledgment  of  his  predeces- 
sor’s rights;  a case  had  occurred,  and  the  Board  had 
refused  bo  recognise  any  rights,  7854-6. — The  man 
had  been  appointed’  first  without  .any  arrangement 
with  anyone  else,  selection  of  successor  was  not  re- 
ferred to  family,  7857-8. — 'Board'  ought  to  see  that 
successor  recouped  the  representatives  of  the  dead 
man,  7859. — Part  of  the  earnings  could  be  retained 
until  the  vested'  interest  of  the  dead  man  was  paid 
off,  7860. — 'Would  meet  case  if  man  bought  the  share, 
paying  money  to  the  family,  7861.— Board'  should'  do 
justice  as  well  as  look  after  their  own  security,  7862. 
— A man  should  be  heard  by  Board  before  dismissed 
on  complaints  from  rest  of  the  crew,  7863. — A man 
dismissed  forfeited  his  share  in  the  same  way  as 
though  he  died  ; witness  thought  his  successor  should 
be  liable  for  his  share,  7866-7. — 'When  boat  was 
wanted  six  men  applied  to  Board,  whose  inspector 
considered  the  men,  and  if  they  were  suitable  they 
got  the  boat,  7864. — Board'  elected  successors  to  man 
who  died,  7865. 


Diet  in  Parish. 

Daily  diet  of  people  bread  and  tea,  sometimes  no 
milk  >n  tea.  less  frequently  butter;  dinner,  potatoes 
and  milk,  sometimes  fish,  little  coarse  American 
bacon  in  winter,  7868-9. — Great  change  in  dietary  in 
last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  7870.— (Stronger  people 
under  old  system,  less  tea  used,  and  oaten  bread 
eaten,  7871.— (People  better  off  through  action  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  and  the  fishing,  they  lived 
better,  7872-3. — People  who  lived  better  more  active 
and  energetic,  7874.— Those  ooming  long  distances  in 
to  fairs  had  only  had1  tea  and  bread,  7875. — Coffee 
and  tea  and  bread'  easily  got  in  the  towns  as  long 
as  witness  could  remember,  7876-8. 


Road-making  Question. 

Board  had  done  much  good  to  people  of  Movag! 
by  making  roads,  Rosapenna  Hotel  had  done  a lc 
for  the  country  in  way  of  market  for  fowls,  etc. 
thirty  years  ago  no  road  to  hotel,  now  the  peninsul 
was  connected'  with  rest  of  parish,  7879.— Boaw 
*700/1  OOI1^nue  to  give  assistance  towards  roads 
— Goimty  should  maintain  them  whe 
made,  7886. — Rosapenna  Hotel  built  with  great  diff 
culty  without  road,  7881-2.— Rosapenna  to  'Carn 
donagh  road  was  the  one  made  by  County  Counc: 
with  assistance  of  Board,  7883-4.— There  was  a uLac 
on  the  peninsula  where  a man  brought  a cart  to 
house  that  was  m preparation,  when  put  togethe 
he  could  never  take  it  out  of  the  townland,  7884.- 
District  Council  had  not  enough  funds  to  meet  d< 
£“*  to  W .id-  from  son 

Board,  7887.— -Where  there  was  a large  section  c 
people  needing  an  expensive  road,  Board  should  cot 
rneiang,  but  county  should  maintai 
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Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  very  successful,  in  1905  com- 
pleted works  estimated  at  £562  17s.  in  witness’s 
parish,  £1,259  in  neighbouring  parish  ; larger  grants 
might  be  made  and  part  devoted  towards  prizes 
for  reclamation  of  land  and  fencing  and  drain- 
ing, 7890. — Attendance  at  Parish  Committee 

meetings  not  large,  but  regular,  friendly  rela- 
tions between  all  creeds  and  classes,  7894. — Com- 
mittee included'  clergymen  of  all  denominations,  local 
landlord  and  agent,  district  and  county  councillors, 
magistrates  and  doctors,  7895-6. — District  councillors 
attended  best,  7897. — In  witness’s  parish  about  seven 
attended,  himself  the  chairman,  Presbyterian 

clergyman  the  secretary,  about  four  district  coun- 
cillors, the  landlord’s  agent  about  once  in  three 
times,  and1  the  'Roman  Catholic  curate,  7898-908.— 
The  doctor  was  old  and'  could  not  attend,  7901.— 
The  rector  did  not  attend,  7909. — However  large  a 
Committee,  work  always  done  by  a few,  these  seven 
were  working  men,  and  worked  harmoniously,  7910-11. 
— No  directly  elected  members,  7912. 

Constitution  of  Board. 

Work  of  Congested  Districts  Board  more  effective 
and  obtained  good-will  of  people  more  by  Board'  com- 
posed of  men  of  all  parties  than  by  Government 
Department,  7891-3. 

Local  Industries. 

Board  had  promoted  other  industries  besides 
herring  fishery,  weaving,  lace-making,  and1  em- 
broidery classes  were  started,  7912. — Sixty  girls  on 
the  rolls,  average  attendance  thirty,  twenty  at  em- 
broidery, 7913. — All  were  fairly  occupied',  7914. 


M’FADDEN,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 

Congestion  in  Donegal. 

Unions  of  Dunfanaghy  and  Glenties  acutely  con- 
gested, Donegal  poorest  county  in  Ireland  except 
Mayo,  7916,  8012. — Having  regard'  to  mountain  area 
in  Donegal,  it  must  be  a great  deal  poorer,  7916.— 
The  valuation  conveyed  that  arable  land  was  ibetteT 
in  Donegal  than  Mjayo,  8011. — Average  valuation  in 
Mayo,  4s.  8 d.  ; Donegal,  5s.  9 d.  ; Galway,  5s.  lid. ; 
Sligo,  9s.  4 d.  ; Roscommon,  10s.  2d.  ; by  congestion 
was  meant  a place  either  absolutely  or  in  its  present 
state  of  development  incapable  of  maintaining  its 
population,  by  the  land  and  other  aids  and  appur- 
tenances, 7916-8. — Average  area  of  land  in  Donegal 
could  support  a family  without  other  resources,  7910. 
— 'Average  area  in  Rosses  insufficient  without  fishing 
or  other  help,  valuation  only  £1  12s.,  7920.— Ten  or 
twelve  acres  of  arable  with  .grazing  enough  to  sup- 
port a family  with  the  fishing  in  the  Rosses,  the 
Rosses  were  specially  favoured  by  fishing  and  other 
industries  which  inland  people  had  not  got,  7921, 
7928. 

Advantages  of  Fishing  practically  confined  to 
Seaboard  Population. 

Benefit  of  in-shore  fishing  did  not  reach  far  inland, 
except  in  the  way  of  carting  fish,  7921. — Severer  con- 
gestion and  more  acute  distress  in  mountain  districts 
than  along  seaboard,  if  crop  failed  there  was  nothing 
to  fall  back  on,  migratory  labour  good  but  preca- 
rious, children  were  sent  to  hire,  there  were  no  other 
resources ; in-shore  fishing  lasted  three  months,  deep 
sea  fishing  valuable  to  people  on  seaboard,  they  had 
kelp  industry  as  well,  and  could  get  wrack  for 
manuring  and  reclamation,  7923. 

Land  available  for  Reclamation,  and  Enlarge- 
ment of  Holdings. 

Witness’s  parish  of  Inniskeel  had  an  area 
of  143  miles,  7,921  acres  2 roods,  it  was  m 
Union  of  Glenties,  valuation  in  Union 
£22,313  18s.,  £6,840  Is.  for  buildings,  £15,473  17s. 
for  land,  average  per  head1  on  land  alone,  9s.  3®., 
including  buildings,  15s.  5d.  ; average  valuation  of  a 
bolding,  £2  10s.  ; all  the  land  in  parish  in  hands  of 
occupiers,  no  field  for  reclamation,  areas  in  Gweedow 
suitable,  Board  could  reclaim  a portion  of  moor  ana 
add  it  to  holdings  or  transfer  the  people  on  to  it ! 
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M’FADDEN,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 
the  same  on  Sir.  Olphert’s  property ; Captain  Hill 
had  1,130  acres  2 roods  1 perch  of  reclaimable  moor 
in  his  own  hands  in  fee,  tenants  had  grazing  rights 
under  judicial  rents  on  8,000  acres  of  it,  but  no  right 
of  occupation  otherwise,  more  convenient  for  Board 
to  deal  with  those ; when  Board  was  making  road  to 
Gweedore  tenants  gave  up  land  for  it  for  nothing, 
landlords  squeezed  the  last  cent,  out  of  Board  for  it ; 
there  was  land  available  for  reclamation  in  Dunlewy 
Far,  in  Glassagh,  in  Mennacuing,  and  in  Arduns, 

7923. 

Migration  to  reclaimed  Lands. 

Either  holders  or  their  sons  could  be  put  on 
reclaimed  lands,  or  whole  families  if  they  would  go, 

7924.  — Witness  thought  they  would  move  if  they 

benefited  by  it,  7925-7,  7952. — 'Reclaimed  farms  better 
than  worn-out  holdings,  reclamation  took  four  or  five 
years,  7929. — New  farm  would  not  only  have  to  be 
better  land,  but  sufficiently  good  to  compensate  for 
loss  of  fi  filing,  etc.,  if  moving  people  from  sea  up  to 
mountains,  7930,  7965. — Reclamation  land  good 

enough  to  support  family,  150  new  cuts  in  Gweedore 
had  been  reclaimed  and  families  lived  on  them ; 
witness  knew  a man  who  cut  bog  to  build  his  house 
end  reclaimed  land  round  house  gradually,  and  it 
looked  more  fertile  than  old  land,  7931. 

Each  locality  should  be  improved  before 
Migration  was  attempted. 

Each  locality  should  be  developed  to  its  greatest 
extent  before  people  were  migrated,  7932,  7951. 

Cost  of  (Reclamation  and  Migration. 

Expenditure  should  not  be  considered,  7933. — 
Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings  agreed  with  witness  that 
if  Government  could  help  the  people  to  save 
themselves  they  should  not  regard  expense,  7934. 
— Witness  would  not  give  Government  an  interest  on 
all  the  expenditure,  reclaimed  land  should  be  let  on 
average  rent  of  locality,  irrespective  of  expenditure, 
7936-7,  7953. — 'Loss  incurred  by  Board  should  not  be 
too  closely  limited,  they  should  be  allowed  25  per 
•cent.,  otherwise  they  could  not  deal  with  congestion, 
7939-41,  7964,  7998,  8002. — Question  as  to  whether  land 
were  worth  reclaiming  must  be  considered,  and  use- 
less expenditure  not  be  incurred,  if  land  were  good 
it  was  worth  any  expense,  and  occupier  could  give  a 
reasonable  return,  7942-4. 

Reclamation  difficulties. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  make  tenants  give  up  grazing 
rights,  all  would  have  to  agree  where  there  was  a 
joint  interest,  loss  of  grazing  of  large  tract  would 
be  loss  of  income  to  district,  only  small  tract  should 
be  tried  at  first,  7945-50. — Rent  of  reclaimed  land 
should  not  be  fixed  by  amount  expended  on  reclama- 
tion, but  on  what  it  would  be  let  ,at  in  locality  in  its 
good  condition,  7956. 

Treatment  of  Tenant-right  under  Migration 
Schemes. 

Tenant-  would  have  to  be  paid  for  tenant-right  of 
his  existing  holding,  7957-8,  7960,  7964.— One  of  the 
inducements  to  migrate  would  be  the  money  he  would 
thus  have  in  his  pocket,  7959,  7978. — Grazing  rights 
of  tenants  or  land  to  be  reclaimed' must  be  purchased, 
but  witness  thought  only  a small  tract  should  be 
taken  at  first,  7961-4. — Tenant  whose  holding  was  en- 
larged would  give  something  for  vacant  place,  7965. — 
Rent  of  reclaimed  holdings  could  be  arranged 
mutually  between  Board  and  tenants,  7966-8. — Land 
Commission  agent  might  judge  if  it  were  fair,  7968. 
— Unwise  to  plant  a man  where  he  could  not  thrive, 
"that  factor  must  be  considered  in  taking  people  from 
sea  to  mountains,  7971-2. — Tenant  would  Know  what 
instalments  he  had  to  pay  before  going  to  new  farm, 
7973. — Tenant-purchaser  preferable,  7974-5. — Get- 

ting a.  better  farm  might  be  sufficient  inducement 
to  migrate,  and  full  purchase-money  for  tenant- 
right  not  be  required,  7979-80. — Purchase  of  new  farm 
hv  instalments  was  for  landlord’s  right  not  tenant's, 
that  was  regarded  as  a grievance,  7982.— Formerly 
landlord  required  an  "input”  for  tenant-right  of 
tenant  going  into  a new  cut,  7983.— If  there  were  a 
farm  reclaimed  by  a farmer  the  purchaser  would  pay 
^something  for  tenant-right,  many  people  would  buy, 
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7984.— -But  in  the  case  of  mountain  land,  the  land- 
lord’s interest  was  so  small  it  could  hardly  be  counted, 
so  that  annuities  paid  by  tenants  would  really  be  for 
the  value  of  the  improvements,  it  would  militate 
against  migration  if  they  had  to  pay  anything  in 
addition,  7985-6. — If  migrant  were  paid  for  holding 
he  relinquished,  incoming  tenant  must  pay  corres- 
ponding amount,  7987. — He  would  pay  it  to  Board, 
7988. — -Principle  underlying  was  to  make  it  as  con- 
venient as  possible  for  people  to  avail  themselves  of 
improvements  for  relief  of  congestion,  7989. — If  a man 
were  given  a much  better  farm  he  ought  to  make  a 
sacrifice  of  old  homestead  to  some  extent,  7990-1. — 
Congested  Districts  Board  would  buy  landlord’s  inte- 
rest ’n  estate,  and  transmit  to  purchaser,  it  was 
small,  7992-5. — If  a man  were  migrated  to 

grass  land,  a good  price  must  be  paid  for 
it,  7996. — Amount  expended  on  reclamation  of 
bog  would  correspond  with  the  large  sum  paid 
for  good  land,  and  be  recouped  by  Board  in 
the  instalments,  7997-8,  8001. — Landlord’s  interest 
in  place  referred  to  by  witness  was  2^d.  per  acre, 
7998-8000. — It  was  mountain  land  of  prairie  value, 
8001. — People  in  congested  districts  were  in.  such  dire 
need  that  Government  should  permit  a large  expendi- 
ture to  bring  them  to  economic  condition,  8003. — 
Land  reclamation  should  be  value  for  a.  definite  pro- 
portion of  money  expended,  8004. — Migrant  would 
probably  put  the  holding  he  was  vacating  in  public 
market  and  sell  to  neighbour,  if  there  were  a pur- 
chaser he  would  get  a high  price,  forty  or  fifty  years, 
a returned  American  would  give  anything  for  house 
and  ground  to  settle  on,  8005-9. 

Rateable  value  as  test  of  Congestion. 

Rateable  value  an  actual  test  of  congestion  on  the 
land,  8013. — 2 £<Z.  was  the  value  on  which  rate  was 
struck  on  estate  mentioned,  8014. — It  was  commonage 
for  grazing,  partly  flat  moors,  .partly  lofty  mountain, 
8015-6. — The  profit  made  by  grazing  would1  be  the 
market  value,  8017-8. — A man  had  offered  eighty  acres 
of  mountain  for  10s.,  nobody  took  it  for  sometime, 
finally  a man  took  it  and  kept  it  one  year,  it  was  too 
poor,  8019-20. — Parts  of  mountain  gave  diseases  to 
cattle,  not  suited  for  grazing,  8021. — All  moor  land 
worth  in  Donegal  from  lid.  to  2'2d.  an  acre,  8022. — 
A "smoke"  was  an  independent  family  dwelling, 
not  necessarily  a distinct  house,  8024-5. 

Sub-division. 

Sub-division  the  secret  of  tremendous  congestion  in 
Gweedore  and  other  parts;  when  witness  was  regu- 
lating land  difficulty  he  insisted  that  every  sub-divi- 
sion should  be  recognised  as  a tenancy  direct,  that 
■added  300  tenancies  to  roll,  8025. — That  was  in  1887, 
witness’s  parish  was  unable  to  avail  itself  of  Courts 
till  1884,  first  batch  dealt  with  eighty-two  cases, 
average  reduction  38  per  cent.,  8026. — -Sub-division 
still  going  on,  landlord  consented  to  it,  and  had 
always  done  so  as  it  added  to  his  rental,  lie  was  really 
responsible,  and  he  had  the  legal  right  to  prevent  it, 
there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the 
law,  at  the  beginning,  8028-38. — Evictions  had  never 
taken  place  on  account  of  sub-division,  only  six  weeks 
ago  a landlord  hod  instituted  legal  proceedings  to 
recover  arrears  on  a holding  sub-divided  amongst 
three,  argument  was  made  to  start  them  as  future 
tenants,  and  they  signed  agreements  as'  to  rents,  and 
promissory  notes  for  arrears,  8039. 

Mortgaging. 

A good  deal  of  mortgaging  of  part  of  holding,  not 
of  tenant-right,  part  of  holding  given  to  money- 
lender for  use  by  him  as  interest  on  money,  8040. — 
That  was  recognised  as  legal  security,  8041. — It  was 
mortgaging  the  interest  in  the  holding,  8042. — If 
tenant-right  were  put  up  later  on  it  would  he  subject 
to  mortgage,  8043. 

Compulsory  Powers. 

Congestion  largely  due  to  dual  ownership,  com- 
pulsory sale  of  estates,  as  they  now  were,  advocated, 
8043-4. — Present  conditions  of  landlordism  pressing 
for  rents  were  ruining  the  country,  8045. — This  ques- 
tion bore  on  congestion,  congestion  meant  impossibility 
of  existence  without  extraneous  help,  8047.— Great 
advantage  derived  from  Board  owning  estate* ; it 
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could  be  seen  at  Meenaclady  and  Cashelmager,  etc., 
8048.— Occupiers  would  be  more  induced  to  improve 
holdings  if  they  owned  them,  8049. — 'General 

question  of  land  purchase  outside  purview 
of  Commission,  except  that  the  question  of  ownership 
affected  congestion,  8078-9. — If  there  were  tenants  on 
an  estate  adjoining  grass  lands  compulsory  purchase 
should  be  exercised  towards  tenants  and  owner,  8081-3. 
— Board  ought  to  have  power  of  compulsorily  .acquiring 
“ slum  ” estates,  8084. 

Domestic  Economy  Classes. 

Congested  Districts.  Board  had  done  a great  deal, 
they  caused  a road  to  be  made  from  Cloughaneely  to 
Manse,  spanned'  Gweebarra  with  iron  bridge,  did  .a 
great  deal  in  the  way  of  roads  and  bridges  in  Glenties 
parish,  and  supplied  domestic  economy  classes,  two 
centres  in  witness’s  parish  for  four  months,  domestic 
economy  teacher  there  a whole  year  and  of  great 
benefit  to  girls,  twenty-five  dollars  ia  month  got  in 
America  by  girl  who  could  cook,  more  than  by  one 
who  could  not,  benefits  visible  in  parish,  people  could 
do  fried  and  mashed  potatoes,  scrambled  eggs,  etc., 
when  parish  priest  held  “stations”  they  took  break- 
fast in  people’s  homes,  and  an  instructed  girl  was 
generally  got  in  to  cook,  8050. 

Knitting. 

Knitting-machines  also  introduced  by  Board,  and 
good  deal  made  by  knitting,  machines  superseding 
hand -work,  8051. 


M'FADDEN,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 
like  to  break  monopoly,  but  did  not  know  how  8074  fi 
—The  syndicate  sent  their  agents  to  buy  kelp  on  coast 
they  worked  in  sections,  and  were  not  allowed  to 
overlap,  witness  once  tried  to  break  mononolv  at 
siderable  loss,  8076-7.  con' 


Geanite  Industry. 

Granite  industry  would  be  a great  source  of  haln 
to  labour  in  district  from  Gweedore  to  GweeWr, 
8085. — 'Would  probably  be  a good  market  or  theTew 
company  would  not  have  been  formed,  8086. 


MONTGOMERY,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 


Reclamation  oe  Slob  Lands  at  Head  of  Swilly 
Grass  lands  on  either  side  of  Lough  Swilly  • quan- 
tity of  arable  land  near  Manorcunningham  covered 
by  the  tide  could  be  reclaimed  by  Congested  District* 
Board  for  small  expense  of  £500  and  utilised  for 
holdings,  8088-90,  8094-5. — Some  sloblands  near  Letter 
been  reclaimed  at  great  expense,  but  paid 
well,  8091-4.— The  lands  on  west  of  Lough  Swillv 
were  held  by  owners  who  would  sell,  8096.— All  ten- 
anted except  one  farm,  8097. 


Size  of  Holdings. 

Less  than  ten  acres,  even  of  good  land,  useless ; two. 
farmers  with  ten  acres  each  adjoining  could  each 
keep  a horse  and  borrow  from  each  other  when  thev 
needed  a second,  8098-9.— More  than  one  horse  re- 
quired for  more  than  ten  acres,  8100. 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  amongst  the  best  departures  of 
the  Board,  they  began  in  Donegal  in  1903,  first  year 
witness’s  parish  got  £36,  second  year  £72,  last  year, 
£75,  they  worked  under  prize  scheme,  value  of  work 
*n  1904)  £500,  in  1905,  £800,  improvement 
visible,  8051. 


Agricultural  Work  of  Board  and  Department. 

•Since  Department  took  over  agricultural  work  their 
existence  was  not  felt,  they  removed  the  Board’s 
representative,  who  was  exceedingly  useful  in  directing 
apicultural  operations;  there  had  been  cattle  and 
stock  and  poultry  improvement  schemes,  etc.,  fencing 
was  useful,  and'  had  been  helped  by  the  Board  ; 
nothing  had  been  heard  of  Department,  witness  had 
sent  a telegram  to  Lifioid  with  regard  to  bulls,  and 
had  no  reply,  8051-2. — 'Substitution  of  Government 
Department  to  do  work  instead  of  a Board  composed 
of  all  classes  and  politics  to  be  deplored,  8053. 

Drainage  needed. 

Everything  that  was  consumed  in  parish  was  im- 
ported ; more  tillage  and  drainage  required  ; factories 
would  not  flourish  in  rural  district  unless  population 
was  very  dense ; cottages  industries  the  best,  cottage 
dairies  would  be  useful ; drainage  very  necessary  for 
Glenties  especially  for  a valley  called  “ Big  Glen  ” ; 
if  Board  continued'  Parish  Committees  and  increased 
their  grants  cottage  dairies  could  be  coped'  with  • 
deep  sea  fishing  should  he  attended  to,  8054. 

Kelp-making. 

Kelp  manufactured  along  coast,  no  factory,  kelp 
burnt  on  coast,  and  sent  to  chemical  works  at  Falkirk 
and  Bowling  on  the  Clyde,  burning  could  be  continued 
and  chemical  factory  might  be  established,  to  manu- 
factore  the  iodine,  etc.,  8054-9.—Same  demand 
usually  prevailed  not  quite  so  good  this  year,  8060.-- 
wfTCal  T?rfc3  onlY  vdth  kelP,  8061.— Factory 
Meenaelady,  but  failed  through 
8062.— .Price  of  kelp  fluctuated  from 
pt 1 A a j0?’  lt  would  Pay  well  at  £4,  8063-5.— 
Seamed  need  in 

Site  Til  Jvi£Sh’  , S“  °M  th,t  Sr<>d"“<i  ‘lie  last 

2%  A V bottom  of  the  sea  was  planted  with  it,  it 
got  detached  and  washed  ashore,  8066-7,— It  was  cut 
mTe  fi*  matraring  than  kelp,  8068.- 
Kelp  ^try  valuable  and  capable  of  development, 
Rhm  -P rodu®ts  valuable  as  topdressing  manure 

— Choice  of  locality  for  gathering  kelu  should  hL 

Iefbra°ntllefiPe0pIe’  e?L1‘~It  WCmld  k®  wen  to  establish 
a branch  firm  on  the  west  coast,  8072.— Peonle  in- 
terested' at  present  were  monopolists,  witnessPwonld 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

Occupiers  should  be  taught  farming  by  resident 
instructors,  8101-2. 

Improvement  of  Cattle — System  of  Premium 
Bulls. 

Present  class  of  cattle  deteriorating;  bulls  pretty- 
fair,  but  cows  too  small,  8103-4,  8119-20.— Cross  of 
shorthorn  and  Ayrshire  good,  Ayrshire  hardy,  8104.— 
Heifers  should  be  imported,  8121-2.— 'Some  polled 
Angus  bulls  introduced  by  Board,  not  much  used 
latterly,  8105.— District  not  scheduled,  8106.— Depart- 
ment sent  bulls  outside  scheduled  area  ; Department 
should  huy  bulls  ; £40  too  much  ; bull  sold  when  fat- 
tened for  £20;  only  Is.  charged  for  services  to  first 
twenty  cows,  8107,  8114. — Department  should  provide 
cost  of  bull,  8108. — 'Premium  should  cover  cost  of 
maintenance,  8110,  8118. — It  would  encourage  people 
to  buy  ; no  bulls  in  district  now ; not  worth  the 
(money  and  hard  to  get ; breed  would  be  improved  if 
Department  provided  bulls  .and  heifers,  8111,  8124.— 
Bull  bad  to  be  approved  by  inspector,  8112.— Depart- 
ment gave  grant  of  £10  towards  bull,  8115.— It  was 
left  largely  to  the  people  to  go  to  Scotland  and  choose 
'bulls,  which  had  to  be  passed  by  inspector,  8123. 

Spraying  should  be  made  Compulsory. 

Potato  crop  worse  this  year  than  for  forty  years; 
spraying  should  be  compulsory,  8124.— Very  import 
ant;  it  should  be  done  two  or  three  times,  in  dry 
weather ; no  use  in  wet,  8125-6. — Not  as  much  spray- 
ing m the  Lagan  as  there  might  be;  room  for  im- 
provement there,  8127. — Land  in  Lagan  not  land  in 
same  sense  as  at  Burtonport,  8128. 

Everyone  living  on  a farm  should  do  some  work  on. 
it,  such  as  draining,  manuring,  and  liming,  8129. 


IRVINE,  Colonel  HENRY. 

Position  of  Witness. 

Lord  George  Hill  died  in  1867;  estate  now  be- 
longed to  his  son,  Capt.  Hill;  witness  had  managed 
it  for  last  fourteen  years,  8132-4. 

Sub-division. 

Sub-division  and  sub-letting  the  curse  of  the 
C01ii!ry  and  cause  sub-division;  sub-division  had. 
not  been  winked  at  or  encouraged  by  landlords;  in 
1858  a notice  had  been  served  on  tenants  prohibiting 
it  and  threatening  punishment,  8134-5,  8171.— Im- 
possible to  stop  it ; witness  had  done  his  best,  8136. — 
Ejectment  the  only  remedy  and  that  hopeless  and 
useless,  8137,  8183. — It  had  been  done  in  Gweedoie ; 
impossible  where  farms  were  not  properly  divi- 
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■ded,  8138. — Sub-division  not  so  serious  there 
as  where  people  lived  by  land  alone,  but 
would  be  a problem  in  future  and  disastrous  if 
fishing  failed,  8177-8.— People  so  fond  of  the  land 
they  preferred  dividing  it  up  in  order  that  the  sons 
and  their  families  live  at  home  regardless  of  the 
future  consequences,  8179-80.— Only  case  of  purchased 
■estate  witness  knew  of  was  one  near  Donegal;  no 
sub-division  there,  8182. — Mortgages  on  land  were 
made  by  word  of  mouth ; could  not  be  legally 
enforced,  8355-7. — It  was  not  ordinary  sub-division 
either,  8358.— -No  difficulty  in  obtaining  decree 
against  sub-division,  only  in  enforcing  it,  on  account 
of  public  opinion  in  favour  of  subdivision,  8359-61. 
—Transference  of  ownershp  to  tenant  would  not  stop 
it,  8362-3. — Attempts  to  enforce  decrees  against  it 
would  cause  grave  disturbances,  8364-5. — Subdivi- 
sion partly  caused  by  land  being  given  instead 
•of  interest  on  loan,  8139,  8141.— That  occurred  before 
1881,  8140. — Tenant  then  a yearly  tenant,  8140a. — 
No  other  security,  but  land  required  for  loan,  8142. 
Pledging  done  between  occupiers,  more  thrifty  ad- 
vanced to  less  prosperous,  8143-4.— If  loan'  were 
repaid  the  field  was  returned,  8145.— Holdings  of 
Gweedore  in  patches,  and  not  fenced,  8146.— Usual 
method  of  sub-division  was  man  giving  to  son  a part 
of  farm,  8147. — A second  house  was  afterwards  built, 
8147-8,  8150. — -Landlord  had  no  knowledge  of  it  until 
house  was  built,  8150. — Rent  had  not  been  put  on 
sub-divisions  on  witness’s  estate,  8151-2.— After  Plan 
•of  Campaign  in  1887  sub-tenants  were  taken  as  ten- 
ants and  rents  apportioned  and  reduced  6s.  in  the 
£;  200  rent  payers  added,  but  rent  not  thereby 
increased,  8153-7. — There  had  been  some  increases  of 
rent  on  estate ; in  1838  rental  was  £500  a year,  now 
£760,  8158. — Some  150  or  200  new  holdings  had  been 
established,  8158. 


New  Holdings  op  Reclaimed  Land. 

New  holdings  averaged  ten  acres;  given  free 
for  seven  years ; after  that  10s.  rent,  re- 

duced now  to  7s.,  8159. — No  premium  charged  on  this 
estate,  8160.— Increase  of  acreage  under  tillage,  8161. 
—Boundaries  not  extended;  they  were  called  new 
■cuts,  8162.— Improvements  not  charged;  grants  of 
money  given  in  many  cases  by  Lord  George  Hill, 
oia/1  rTntf  d*d  not  8°  UP  through  reclamation, 
Blo4.  Greater  part  of  increased  rent  accounted  for 
by  new  cuts,  8167-8.— 600  and  700  tenancies  in 
Gweedore  in  1838.  8169.— Now  930  . 8170.— Gweedore 
not  an  agricultural  estate;  people  lived  chiefly  by 
fishing,  migratory  labour,  etc.,  8172-6. 


Evictions. 

During  Lord  George  Hill’s  lifetime  only  two  evic- 
tions, and  tenants  were  reinstated  after  three  months  ; 
witness  did  not  know  if  there  were  even  any  at  time 
of  Plan  of  Campaign,  as  settlements  were  then  ar- 
rived at,  8184-5. 

. Migratory  labour  relied  on  for  support  before  fish- 
lng  was  started,  8187. — Purchase  of  estate  by  Board 
had  been  mooted;  no  objection  if  they  could  divide 
it  and  get  people  to  agree,  8188-9. 


Land  available  for  Reclamation. 

Land  attached  to  hotel  not  all  required  for  hotel 
purposes;  large  area  alluded  to  by  Canon  M'Fadden 
irreclaimable  mountain  ; piece  at  foot  of  mountain 
M reclaimed,  and  some  near  Bloody  Foreland, 
8190-1.— Estate  had  been  in  Court  of  Chancery  at  one 
time,  and-  witness  was  appointed  receiver,  8192. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Number  of  people  benefited  from  fishing ; not  al 
the  male  population,  but  some  from  almost  ever 
family  went  to  sea  in  herring  season,  8186,  8193-4 
eaua-3  — -A  few  mountain  tenants  lived  by  agricul 
ture,  8194.— People  up  the  mountain  slopes  next  th 
sea  went  fishing,  8195-8,  8200. -They  had  a share  ii 
the  boats  8199  —Large  number  of  boats  along  coas 
and  islands,  8201— Burtonport  chief  landing  place 
large  quantities  also  landed  at  Magheragallon,  wher 
Board  established  curing  station  and  pier;  latte 
gmng  to  pieces  now ; useless  at  low  water  even  fo 
SPfid  5 b°TTts  ’ lfc  ha{?  done  a K°od  dpal  oi  service 
l WiCr  Pe0pl<;  wenfc  to  England  since  fishin, 
started ; boats  given  by  Board  on  share  system  ; on! 
family  paid  off  shares  and  then  re-sold  to  Boar< 
and  purchased  a largo  boat;  they  cleared  £800  las 
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season,  8207-8.— Success  due  to  energy  and  enter- 
prise; others  with  same  qualities  could  do  the  same, 
8209-13.— Herrings  had  formerly  been  driven  away 
by  people  having  nets  down  all  day,  8272.— At  Dun- 
fanaghy  nets  not  allowed  to  be  put  down  till  gun-fire, 
8273. — Gweedore  men.  as  much  fishermen  as  Rosses 
people,  8274. — Deep  sea  fisheries  a panacea  for  all 
ills ; Congested  Districts  Board  should  attend  chiefly 
to  tli at  in  this  district,  8282-3. 

Spraying. 

Potato  crop  suffered  this  year  for  want  of  spraying, 
8214. — Disinclination  to  spray ; it  was  not  done  pro- 
perly, 8215. — They  thought  it  going  against  nature, 
8216. — Some  years  it  was  unnecessary,  8217. — Cost 
small,  8218-9.— Machines  were  the  difficulty,  8220— 
Agricultural  Department  had  no  experimental  plots 
m neighbourhood,  8221.— Guardians  used  to  let  out 

spraying  machines;  not  taken  advantage  of,  8222. 

Good  to  encourage;  spraying  done  properly  in  dry 
weather,  8223.. — There  might  be  farmers’  clubs; 
Parish  Committee  might  keep  machines  for  hire. 


Granite. 

A great  deal  of  excellent  granite  in  district;  if 
worked  by  private  enterprise  it  would  provide  labour  ; 
not  a matter  for  Board,  8225-6. — They  might  give  a 
grant  and  send  an  expert  to  report ; then  private 
enterprise  might  step  in,  8227-9. — Landlord  could  not 
be  asked  to  contribute  towards  cost  of  prospecting  in 
Gweedore,  but  at  Burtonport,  where  there  was  a rail- 
way it  would  have  more  chance  of  success,  8230-1, 


Lead  Mines. 

Lead  mines  at  Keeldrum  might  be  worked  again 
with  success ; company  had  failed,  some  years  ago, 
but  there  was  now  a railway,  8233-6. 


Marble. 

Dunlewy  marble  on  Mrs.  Lingard-Monk’s  estate, 
8232. — Excellent  quality,  suitable  for  common  sculp- 
ture and  some  blocks  for  statuary,  8236-7. 

Kelp-making. 

Kelp  industry  considerable;  price  varied  from  £4 
to  £3;  172  tons  exported  last  year,  8237. — Other 
ways  now  discovered  of  making  iodine;  kelp  could 
be  dispensed  with ; it  was  precarious  in  present  state 
of  science ; price  still  got  for  it,  8238-41. 


Migration  out  of  bounds  of  practical  politics,  8241. 
—People  rooted  to  place  where  they  were  born,  8242. 
—Had  not  been  tried  under  favourable  conditions, 
but  people  refused  to  move  on  to  the  new  cuts ; ex- 
pense  entailed  by  Board  for  reclamation  enormous 
and  hopeless,  8243. — Land  could  be  made  remunera- 
tive if  expense  were  not  spared,  8244-5.— But  people 
would  not  go,  8247-8— Girls  and  boys  went  to  the 
Lagan  before  they  were  old  enough  to  go  to  Scot- 
land, 8249. — .They  might  migrate  to  farms  down 
there  under  exceptional  circumstances,  8250-1.— Ten- 
ants tried  to  reclaim  their  bogs,  but  never  asked  for 
farm  elsewhere,  8252-3. — Migration  would  never  suc- 
ceed on  a large  scale,  8254, 

Lord  George  Hill’s  Improvements. 

Lord  George  Hill  spent  entire  income  of  estate 
and  more  on  improvements  for  first  fourteen  years 
after  purchase,  8254-5. — He  gave  premiums  for  im- 
provements in  houses,  fences,  etc.  ; result  was  the 
comfortable  way  people  could  live,  6255.— No  trouble 
with  tenants  till  Plan  of  Campaign,  8256.— Land  did 
not  support  people;  before  Lord  G.  Hill  came  there 
no  roads  and  no  shops  nearer  than  Dunfanaghy, 
8257.— dneroase  of  rent  did  not  cover  enormous  ex- 
penditure, 8258— In  1863  rental  £500 ; all  spent  on 
labouring  estate,  and  more,  8259-60— Portion  of 
mountain  attached  to  six  townlands  put  under  Scotch 
shepherds;  plenty  of  grazing  left  for  tonants,  8261-2. 

Corn  mill  and  stores  at  Bunbeg  also  erected,  to 

which  steamer  came  regularly  from  Derry,  8263. 

Estate  m rundale  when  Lord  George  bought : he 
divided  it  and  mapped  it,  8264-6— Men  ahould  labour 
their  own  land;  they  knew  nothing  about  it  till 
Lord  George  sent  a man  to  instruct;  he  also  sent 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


64 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


IRVINE,  Colonel  HENRY — continued. 
two  men  to  teach  fishing ; he  did  the  work  the  Board 
did  afterwards,  8267-8,  8275.— A great  deal  needed 
to  recoup  expenditure ; he  got  no  benefit  himself, 
8269-71.— Hotel  had  given  a lot  of  labour,  and  was  a 
commercial  success,  8276. — Since  Act  of  1881  landlord 
oould  not  evict  tenants  at  his  own  will,  or  carry  out 
such  improvements  as  Lord  George  Hill,  8277- 
82,  8284. — Gweedore  estate  wanted  improving 
in  the  way  of  fencing  holdings  and  getting  rid  of 
sub-division,  8285. — Lord  George  died  in  18o7,  8286. 
—Successor  could  maintain  his  work  till  1881,  when 
the  power  was  taken  from  him,  8287-8. — Tilled  land 
had  been  reclaimed  by  tenants,  8289. — £200  a year 
not  much  interest  on  Lord  George’s  outlay;  an  old 
account  showed  expenditure  of  £4,460  9s.  10d.,  8290-1, 
8294. — Hotel  managed  separately,  with  no  rent ; not 
included  in  income  of  £760,  8292. — £4,460  expendi- 
ture was  on  such  things  as  Bunbeg  store,  priest’s 
house,  schoolhouse,  road,  pound,  etc.,  8296.— School- 
house  built  for  education,  not  intended  to  increase 
rent,  8297-8. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

Preservation  of  salmon  in  river  dependent  on  land- 
lords and  river  owners ; increase  of  drift  nets  and 
boats  for  the  sea  fishing  enormous  and  had  decreased 
salmon  in  river;  visitors  did  not  come  to  hotel  if 
there  were  no  salmon  in  river,  and  it  was  a loss  to 
the  whole  countryside;  sea  salmon  fishing  dependent 
on  river;  it  could  not  be  stopped,  but  length  of  nets 
might  be  limited  if  Congested  Districts  Board  be- 
came owners  of  the  country,  8298-302,  8305. — Fishing 
authorities  had  some  powers,  but  had  not  been  ap- 
plied to,  8302-3. — Increase  in  net  takings  in  recent 
years ; as  they  increased  river  takings  were  less, 
8306-7. — Preservation  was  to  men’s  interest,  8305. 


Improvement  op  Live  Stock. 

Polled  Angus  bulls  introduced  under  the  Board  did 
a lot  of  good;  tenants  diffident  about  advantages  at 
first;  when  they  saw  the  price  the  cattle  got  they 
took  more  advantage;  that  fell  off;  people  used  the 
half-bred  bulls  they  reared  themselves  with  disas- 
trous results,  8308-9.— Rams  also  wanted,  present  ones 
a bad  class,  8309. — Under  the  Board  bulls  were  sold 
at  a profit,  8310. — Conditions  were  more  generous 
than  under  Department,  8311.— Department  had 
made  no  move  at  all ; one  bull  in  neighbourhood  had 
been  got  from  Board,  8312. — There  would  be  im- 
provement if  bulls  of  proper  class  were  provided ; no 
need  to  provide  cows,  8313. — Should  be  a check  on 
keeping  inferior  animals,  8314.— It  could  be  done 
without  friction,  people  becoming  more  sensible, 
8315-6. — Carelessness  in  selection  largely  due  to  igno- 
rance ; a resident  agricultural  instructor  would  be  a 
good  thing  and  better  than  itinerant  inspector, 
8317-20. — Result  of  better  bulls  visible,  better  prices 
got,  8321. — One  man  could  look  after  the  congested 
district  of  a whole  county,  8322-3. 


Price  op  Tenant-right. 

Price  obtained  for  tenant-right  from  432  years’ 
purchase  to  50;  average  since  1887  was  1589,  before 
that  65,  8325. — People  so  well  off  they  gave  any 
price  for  land,  8326,  8334. — 37  pieces  up  for  auction 
m fourteen  years,  8327.— Valuation  of  reclaimed 
tracts  very  small  before  improvement,  8328.— Recla- 
mation of  an  acre  cost  a fair  sum,  8329.— There  large 
number  of  years’  purchase  to  be  expected,  8330.— One 
estate  on  list  handed  in  by  witness  was  sold  for  432 
years  purchase,  8330. — It  was  bought  by  son  of  ten- 
ant on  another  part  of  estate,  8331.— Desire  of  people 
to  have  a home  helped  to  inflate  prices,  8335— Local 
tenants  and  their  sons  gave  these  high  prices,  8336.— 
Limited  supply  and  enormous  demand  accounted  for 
pnce ; it  was  not  given  for  the  labour  t int  it 
for  the  house,  8337-41. 


Turbary. 

Tenants  had  free  turf,  8343. -There  was  plenty 
Gweedore  estate  8344—Penny  paid  for  privilege 
cutting  bog  on  landlord’s  estate;  that  would  soon 

aUdirkt  S^4.5-~Tenants  had  tur*  charged  11 
a dirk  to  neighbours  who  had  none,  8346-7.— Price 
turf  on  holding  included  in  rent,  but  made  verv  lit 
difference,  8349-1—Penny  charged  W laSrd 
£Tou t,  sKm!  aPProPriati^  ^ ^en  turf  w 


IRVINE,  Colonel  HENRY — continued. 

Condition  op  people  in  Gweedore. 

One  holding  of  four  acres  sold  by  Rev.  Mr.  M'Pad 
den  for  145  years’  purchase,  8366. — No  poverty  in 
Gweedore;  people  paid  any  price  for  land,  8367-9  — 
Congestion  did  not  mean  poverty,  8370. — People  de- 
pended on  fishing  and  migratory  labour  chiefly  if 
that  failed,  condition  would  be  more  serious  '8371-2 


Documents  put  in  by  Colonel  Henry  Irvine. 

A.  Notices  issued  against  Sub-division  on  the  Polli. 


Hill  Estate, 240 

B.  Premiums  given,  in  April,  1845,  to  tenants 

on  Hill  Estate,  at  Gweedore,  ...  240 

C.  Premiums  given,  in  September,  1852,  to 

tenants  on  Hill  Estate  at  Gweedore,  . 241 

D.  Contrast  between  Gweedore  Estate  in  1838 

and  1866, .242 

E.  Sales  of  Tenants’  Interests  on  Capt.  Hill’s 

Estate  since  1882,  . . . . .244 


HARKIN,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

PORTNABLAUGH  PlER — IMPROVEMENT  NEEDED. 

Portnablaugh  pier  andi  Doe  Castle  boatslip  needed 
improvement,  8374. — Portnablaugh  pier  erected  1849 
at  cost  of  £1,715,  but  never  completed,  almost  dry  at 
low  tide,  300  feet  long,  in  1901  £400  subscribed  by 
Board  and  others  for  improvement  of  approach,  re- 
moving rocks,  etc.,  contractor  lost  £100  over  work, 
breakwater  constructed  and  washed  away  the  next 
winter,  rocks  now  needed  to  be  blown  away  and  break 
water  to  be  constructed  of  heavy  stones,  which  were 
plentiful,  could  he  done  for  £700 ; Portnablaugh  real 
fishing  ground  for  herring,  etc.,  Downings  too  far 
away ; improvement  of  pier,  establishment  of  curing 
station,  etc.,  by  Congested  Districts  Board  would1  stop 
emigration  and  improve  financial  condition  of  people, 
Portnablaugh  two  and  a half  miles  from  railway 
station,  Downings  ten,  railway  principally  made  for 
fishing,  and  taken  to  Dunfanaghy  through  influence 
of  Lord  Leitrim  and  Monsignor  Gallagher,  not  because 
it  was  the  real  centre  of  fishing,  buyers  complained 
that  Portnablaugh  was  not  better  developed,  they 
would  go  there  in  preference  to  Downings  if  it  were ; 
no  money  had  been  spent  at  Doe  except  £250  for  a 
road  not  properly  made,  no  industry  for  girls  except 
a lace  class,  8375-6,  8408. 

Family  budgets. 

Budget  of  a man  with  family  of  ten: — Four  acres 
arable  land,  rent,  £2  16s.  6 d ; one  acre  of  potatoes 
grown,  value,  £4 ; one  rood  turnips,  £1 ; two  acres' 
three  roods  oats,  value,  £10  15s.  ; £2  10s.  made  off 
stock,  total,  £18  5s.  ; expenses  for  bare  necessities, 
14s.  8 d.  a week,  or  £38  2s.  8 d.  a year ; boots  and 
clothes,  £14 ; total,  £52  2s.  8 d.,  and)  with  rent, 
£54  19s.  2d.  ; balance  of  £36  14s.  2d.  between  produce 
of  farm  and  expenses  to  come  from  the  State  or  else- 
where, 8377-8. — This  man  lived  near  Creeslough,  8379. 
— ‘Part  of  balance  earned1  in  Scotland,  part  sent  by 
daughter  from  America,  for  the  rest  he  was  in  debt 
to  shopkeeper,  8380-3. — The  man  could  be  employe<r 
in  fisheries  if  they  were  developed,  8384. — Doe  Castle- 
one  and  a half  miles  from  sea,  Portnablaugh  four 
miles,  8386. 


Migration  prospects. 

Such  a man  would  be  willing  to  migrate  to  any 
part  of  Ireland  if  offered  a farm  on  which  he  could 
subsist,  if  a few  went  first  and  showed  the  way,  others- 
who  had'  not  been  willing  would,  be  anxious  to  follow, 
when  they  saw  they  were  successful,  they  would  even 
go  as  far  as  'Canada,  though  Ireland  would  be  pre- 
ferred, 8386-96. — ‘Witness  only  spoke  of  his  own 
parish  of  Doe,  8388. — The  man  spoken  of  represented- 
three-fourths  of  parish  ; he  would  know  how  to  farm, 
as  he  was  accustomed  to  different  sorts  of  crops,  and 
had  a cow  .and  pig,  of  late  years  no  profit  from  poul- 
try, 8307-401. — Produce  of  farm  not  given  to  pay  debt 
to  shopkeeper,  he  was  paid  occasionally  when  they  had 
a little  money  from  selling  a pig,  etc.,  it  was  taken 
out  again  soon  for  Indian  meal,  diet  very  po°ri- 
8402-5. 
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HARKIN',  Mr.  MICHAEL-  continued. 

Witness  the  son  of  a.  shopkeeper  awl  small  hotel- 
keeper, who  farmed  a little,  he  had  much  experience, 
and  did  not  exaggerate.  8406-8. 

Best  Centre  for  Fishery,  Question  of. 
Fishing  not  developed  at  Fortn&blaugh  in  spite  of 
pii>r.  because  it  was  in  wrong  place,  8410,  8412,  8416. 
—If  there  were  a pier  of  refuge  and  a pier  for  land- 
ing fish  it  was  the  natural  place  for  fishing,  8411. — 
Downings  Bay  the  centre  of  fishing  owing  to  influence 
of  Ix>rd  Leitrim  and  Monsignor  Gallagher,  no  other 
reason,  8413-4. — Not  so  well  protected  as  Portna- 
blaugli,  8415.— If  local  people  had  been,  consulted, 
Portnablaugli  pier  would  have  been  better  placed, 
8417. — Expenditure  counted  for  no  good  except  work 
at  the  time,  and  prevented  any  subsequent  expendi- 
ture, 8418-20.— It  was  a relief  work  in  famine  time, 
8421. — Seven  miles  by  sea  from  Portnablaugli  to 
Downings,  8422.— Boat  slip  at  Doe  Castle  more  bene- 
ficial to  witness’s  parish  than  pier,  would  bring  in- 
land population  in  touch  with  fishing,  was  three  miles 
by  water  from  .Downings,  one  mile  from  Creeslough 
station,  would  save  carting  fish  twelve  miles,  8422-3. 
— Portnablaugli  Harbour  would  be  a refuge  for  Tory 
fishermen,  8424. 

Purchase  of  Abbs  Estate. 

If  Ards  estate  were  sold  it  should  be  through  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  so  that  the  land  available  for 
migration  might  bo  used,  8424. 

Tillage  should  be  made  Compulsory. 
Compulsory  tillage  clause  in  Land  Act  needed,  graz- 
ing employed  so  few  men  ; putting  people  on  grass 
lands  would  necessitate  a certain  amount  of  tillage 
for  their  wants  and  do  away  with  some  of  the  evils  of 
grazing  ; for  the  general  good  a man  should  be  com- 
pelled to  till  part  of  farm,  8424-30. — ’Men  living  on  sea 
shore  left  untilled  land  that  could  be  tilled  with 
greater  profit,  8431. 

IjOcal  Industries,  Development  of. 

Local  factories  might  be  started  : good  water  powers 
and  woollen  and  carpet  factories  could  bo  established, 
8432-3. — •Wool  got  in  neighbourhood  fit  for  tweed 
cloths.  8434-5.  -Suggestion  for  compulsory  tillage  did 
not  apply  to  mountain  lands  that  would  be  used  for 
sheep  grazing ; moorland  should  be  reserved  for  fuel, 
peat  bog  being  run  out  in  many  places,  8436. — ‘Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  sheep  bred  on  mountains,  8437. — Wool 
of  Scotch  sheep  not  so  well  adapted  for  finer  cloths  ; 
different  type  of  sheep  at  Dunfanagliy,  8438. — -Lot  of 
black-faced  sheep  on  mountain  near  Muek;sh,  which 
would  supply  carpet  factory,  8439-41. — Hand-loom 
weaving  should  be  taught ; witness  had  never  seen  the 
instructor : he  had  once  seen  an  itinerant  instructor 
on  a bicycle,  which  was  the  first  he  knew  of  working  of 
Department,  8441-2. — •Company  for  factories  could  be 
floated  by  people  of  the.  neighbourhood,  large  farmers, 
business  people,  c-tc.  ; if  they  joined  together,  if  shares 
were  small,  risk  would  not  be  great,  and  there  might 
be  profit.  8443-5. — Expert  advice  wanted  first,  8446. — 
Never  woollen  mills  in  district  except  homespuns,  a 
cottage  industry  that  died  out ; one  man  in  parish 
who  could  weave  ; most  people  got  clothes  from  shops, 
8447. — Flax  formerly  grown  when  it  paid,  and  clothes 
made  at  home,  8448-9. 


Fruit  growing  and  Bee-keeping. 

More  fruit  could  be  grown  in  district ; there  should 
he  instruction  by  Department  and  demonstrations  and 
organisations  of  markets ; a jam  factor}"  could  be 
started,  8452-4. — Congested  Districts  Board  started 
bee-keeping ; it  would  pay  on  a larger  scale,  8454a-5. 

Department  had  practically  done  nothing  in  Done- 
gal ; one  Board  enough,  and  that  should  lie  Congested 
Districts  Board,  8455. 

Granite  and  Marble  Quarries. 

Granite  quarries  at  Barne’s  Gap  could  bo  worked 
with  advantage ; good  granite  specially  suited  for 
granite  setts  for  paviim  ; Mr.  Butler  had  negotiated 
for  lease  of  quarries,  but  it  fell  through,  8455-7. — 
Quarries  in  Fanad  as  well,  8456.— Soapstone,  plum- 
bago, and  other  minerals  also,  8467.— Muckish 
sand  and  marble  quarries  on  Burtonport  Ex- 


HARKIN,  Mr.  MICHAEL— continued, 
tension.  Railway ; Muckish  sand  excellent  for 
glass ; marble  beautiful  colours  and  fine  grain ; 
bluish-grey  limestone  in  places  along  road  to  Dun- 
fanaghy  ; marble  within  100  yards  of  railway  ; water 
power  for  glass  factor}-  at  waterfall  on  river  flowing 
out  of  Lough-na-Boll ; a siding  on  railway  at  Lough 
A her  would  servo  glass  factory  ; marble  quarries  and 
Roshin  slate  quarries ; method  employed,  at  slate 
quarries  primitive ; no  machinery  ; houses  rcofed  with 
slate  from  quarries ; they  would  pay  well  for  proper 
working,  8457. 

Road  and  Bridge  needed. 

Brocas  road  should  be  continued  to  Glenviogh  and 
Dunlewy  roads ; bridge  needed  over  River  Feymore ; 
£50  appropriated  for  it  by  District  Council ; £50 
needed  from  Board  ; Board  had  not  been  written  to, 
8457-8. 

Document  put  in  by  Mr.  Michael  Korkin.  pj}j' 
Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  Two  Typical 

Families, 245 


M-CLAFFERTY,  Mr.  HUGH. 

Compulsory  Powers  for  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  compulsory 
powers  to  deal  with  whole  of  congested  districts,  and 
applying  to  tenants  as  well  as  landlords,  8460,  8471-5. 

Price  of  Ijand. 

•Since  Act  of  1903  prices  of  land  had  gone  up  ; thir- 
teen years  ago  part  of  an  estate  was  sold  to  tenants 
at  fifteen  years  purcltase ; remaining  tenants  were 
purchasing  now  and  agreed  to  pay  19-J,  years,  8461. — 
In  future  farmers  would  not  be  able  to  pay  annuities  ; 
store  cattle  would  go  down  fifty  per  cent,  in  price  if 
cattle  were  admitted  from  Canada  and  Argentine, 
8462. — There  should  be  inspection  in  all  cases  to  settle 
fair  price ; Land  Commission  had  no  power  to  inspect 
an  estate  bought  within  the  zones,  8463-4. — 'Board 
could  not  purchase  at  higher  price  than  eighteen  years’ 
purchase,  as  it  would  then  come  within  the  zones  ; if 
tenants  bought  within  zones  Board  could  not  buy  at 
all,  8464-5. — 'Board  ought  to  bo  able  to  apply  compul- 
sion if  landlords  wanted  higher  prices  than  they  could 
pay,  8466. — There  should  be  a State  inspector  to  settle 
price,  and  compulsion  should  lie  applied  on  tliat  price, 
8467-70. 

Board  had  done  little  for  Inland  Districts. 

Very  little  done  by  Board  inland  ; in  witness's  dis- 
trict only  ono  bit  of  road,  8476. — Churchill  a very  poor 
district,  8477. — Rivers  Lenan  and  Lurgy  required 
deepening,  8478-9. 

Parish  Committee  Work. 

Parish  Committee  of  Termon  and  Gartan  had  ef- 
fected a groat  deal  of  farm  drainage ; not)  much  use 
without  mam  drains,  8480-1. — Work  of  Committee 
approved ; should  bo  extended  to  include  poorer 
people  or  case  of  two  families  on  one  holding,  8482-3. 

Scheduling  should  be  by  Townlaxds. 

Scheduling  should  be  done  by  townlands ; thirty 
shillings  valuation  test,  would  them  be  fair  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  8484-6. 

Landlord  and  Tenant. 

Largo  tracts  of  land  in  witness’s  district  where 
prosperous  tenants  lived  formerly  ; grazed  for  some 
time  ; now  almost  gone  out  of  use ; land  deteriorated, 
8487-8.  — That  was  on  Mrs.  Adair’s  estate  and  on  Mrs. 
Johnson’s,  8488. — Mr.  Hewiston,  Mrs.  Johnson’s  pre- 
decessor, was  willing  to  negotiate  with  Board,  but  it 
was  not  done,  8489. — Evictions  took  place  in  1861, 
8490. — Tenants  had  mountains  for  cattlo  and  sheep 
and  were  prosperous,  8491. — Deer  park  made  by  Mrs. 
Adair  ten  years  ago,  8490. — Place  had  been  bought  by 
Mr.  Adair,  in  order  to  revenge  himself  on  tenants, 
who  had  once  hunted  him  oft  tho  mountain  while 
shooting  there  by  invitation,  8495. 

District  largest  sheep-rearing  one  in  Donegal ; any 
quantity  of  water  power  for  factories,  8493. 
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M'CLAFFERTY,  Mr.  HUGH — continued.  DOHERTY,  Mr.  DANIEL — continued. 


Restrictions  on  Road-making. 

Large  tracts  of  bog  with  no  road  ; District  Council 
could  not  spend  much  on  roads ; Board  should  make 
them,  8494. — Council  could  obtain  authority  to  spend 
more  on  roads  by  application  to  Local  Government, 
but  an  application  had  once  been  refused,  8494-5. — 'Ap- 
plication had  not  been  made  in  this  case,  because 
Council  thought  district  so  poor ; Board  ought  to  as- 
sist ; if  Board  gave  a grant  Council  would  apply  for 
increased  powers,  8496-7. — Turf  had  to  be  carried  to 
road,  8498. 


O DONNELL,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Development  of  herring  and  open-sea  salmon  fishing 
had  shown  people  how  much  more  profitable  the  fish- 
ing was  than  the  land  ; drawback  was  its  intermit- 
tancy  ; men  had  to  go  to  Scotland  in  search  of  employ- 
ment during  idle  spells  ; some  followed  Scotch  herring 
fishing ; mackerel  shoals  passed  shore  at  times  when 
herrings  were  not  there,  and  were  never  caught ; Board 
shou'd  start  mackerel  fishing ; too  expensive  for  men 
to  do  themselves,  8501. — Witness  had  never  spoken  to 
Mr.  Green  about  it,  8510, 

Quality  op  Donegal  Herrings. 

Donegal  herrings  fetched  highest  prices  in  foreign 
market  on  account  of  their  good  quality,  in  spite  of 
having  no  Government  brand  ; curers  anxious  to  have 
brand  ; fishermen  on  coast  expert  and  athletic,  fish- 
ing carried  on  for  150  years  till  depression  and  lack 
of  means  put  a stop  to  it ; drowning  of  twenty- seven 
men  in  two  nights  in  1839  and  1840  set  back  indus- 
try, which  only  rallied  in  1892  ; mackerel  more  re- 
munerative than  herring  fishing,  8501. 

Granite  Quarries. 

Inexhausible  granite  quarries  next  ;n  importance, 
quality  of  Rosses  granite  unsurpassed,  facilities  for 
transport  existed  now,  and  a company  had  been 
formed  for  working  quarry,  expense  too  heavy  for 
private  enterprise,  Government  subsidy  should-  be 
given  at  first,  if  Board  assisted  it  would  be  a guaran- 
tee of  business  success,  8501. 


Increasing  Population  in  Rosses. 

Population  of  Rosses  greater  now  than  ever  before, 
one  of  the  new  rural  districts  in  Ireland  in  which 
last  Census  showed  increase,  witness’s  parish  was 
Lower  Templecrone,  called  Kincasslagh,  it  was  a re- 
ociio  ,fisbing  which  kept  people  at  home,  8501, 

8502-7.— -Before  the  fishing  people  emigrated  in 
crowds,  now  very  few,  girls  kept  at  home  by  curing 
carpet-making  etc.,  if  fishing  failed  people  mult 
emigrate,  8501. 


Piers. 

Much  done  in  the  way  of  piers,  Gortnasate  pier  of 
great  benefit  when  completed,  removal  of  rocks  from 
the  bottom  would  improve  it,  inside  boat  harbour 
should  be  deepened  to  admit  yawls  at  low  tide,  break- 
water and  boat-slip  needed  at  Falcorrib,  extension 
ot  pier  at  Leabgarrow  a crying  need,  accommodation 
ior  fishermen  on  Island  of  Aran  more  unsuitable,  8501. 

Transit  Facilities. 

Trade  between  Annagry  and  Keaclue  handicapped 
for  want  of  railway  station  at  convenient  centre  Hke 
Meenbamd,  most  felt  in  connection  with  herring 
aJd.  crab  fisheries,  as  the  fish  dete- 
riorated if  delayed  m transit,  had  to  go  at  present 

bln w,hig;l1  ^ distance  from  Meen- 
Kmcasslagh  three  miles,  and  no  interruption 
to  traffic,  station  could  be  erected  at  Meenbanid  for 
a few  hundred  pounds,  8501. -Improvement  in  road 
from  new  pier  to  Kincasslagh  desirable,  grade  in  I 
place  one  in  four,  8501.  s 0,16 

DOHERTY,  Mr.  DANIEL. 

Koads  M lira  Rosses  mrecrivB  Am,  aotiouatiid. 

Old  roads  i„  IWs  roistmcted  before  vehicular 
traffic,  and  suitable  only  for  horses  without  carte 


narrow  and  steep  in  part  and  badly  laid,  fish  for 
merly  carried  on  pack  horses,  later  on  truckle  carts 
roads  unsuited  for  present  needs,  improvement 
tial  to  prosperity  of  district,  8511.  ssen" 


Roads  made  by  Board. 

Only  good  roads  were  those  made  by  Congested  Dis 
tncts  Board,  those  needed  cutting  and  filling  ;n" 
places,  they  had  done  good  by  opening  mountain 
tracts  and  providing  access  to  fuel,  there  were  moun- 
tain tracts  still  almost  waste  and  unprofitable  whicli 
would  be  valuable  for  new  settlers,  etc.,  if  opened  un 
by  roads  ; Keadue  strand  road  dangerous  on  winter 


Need  eor  Technological  School. 

Establishment  of  technical  schools  would  raise 
status  of  people  in  district,  they  were  extraordinarily 
apt  and  clever,  and  quickly  picked  up  new  trades" 
skill  at  fishing,  barrel-making,  engine-driving,  etc.’ 
wondered  at ; girls  also  quick  and  tasteful  in  carpet- 
making, crocheting,  etc.,  a pity  such  capable  people 
should  be  compelled  to  make  their  living  by  unskilled 
labour  for  lack  of  teaching  in  trades,  allied  trades 
connected  with  fishing  could  be  carried  out  with  a 
little  care  and  help,  need  for  cooperage  in  suitable 
centre  such  as  Gortnasate,  only  7,000  barrels  made 
yearly  at  Burtonport,  many  more  used,  and  had  to  be 
imported  ; with  the  large  supply  of  cheap  labour  at 
Rosses,  people  ought  to  be  able  to  compete  with  any 
market,  and  not  only  supply  their  own  needs,  but 
export,  8512. — Boat-building,  net-making,  rope-mak- 
ing, might  also  be  done  in  district,  and  would  add  to 
prosperity,  large  sums  sent  out  yearly  for  these 
things,  money  shoud  be  kept  in  country  and  em- 
ployment given  to  keep  people  at  home,  8512. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Development  of  fishing  industry  at  suggestion  of  Rev. 
B.  Walker,  a lasting  benefit  conferred  by  Board,  effect 
observable  in  improved  social  condition  and  aspect  of 
tl)£  people,  new  houses,  improved'  diet,  better  dress, 
etc.  ; room  for  more  improvement,  steam  luggers  might 
be  started  now,  they  would  be  successful,  preferable 
for  Board  to  do  it  than  private  enterprise,  8512.— 
“Crown”  brand  desired  by  curers,  fish  good,  but 
obtained  lower  price  for  want  of  brand,  8512,  8514. — 
There  were  two  principal  centres,  if  inspector  ex- 
amined a few  ban-els  it  would  not  he  much  trouble, 
curers  would  avail  themselves  of  it  the  same  as  in 
Scotland,  8513-5. — It  would  pay  for  the  additional 
trouble  to  curer ; Downings  Bay  herrings  no  better 
than  Burtonport,  but  had  a name,  so  got  better  price, 
— Une  inspector  could  do  a big  district,  he  must, 
be  a good  curer  and  have  a good  salary,  curers  would 
rond  notice  when  they  were  going  to  ship,  8517. — 
Brand  would  enhance  value  of  fish,  8518. — 'Curers 
prepared  to  give  it  a trial,  8519. — Witness  a curer, 
he  had  fished  the  first  few  years,  8520. 


DOOGAN,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

Landlord' s action  on  Gweedore  Estate. 

Landlord  of  Gweedore  estate  did  not  give  land  free 
of  rent  for  seven  years,  rent  was  raised  after  im- 
provements from  10s.  to  £1,  no  houses  built  for 
tenants,  houses,  such  as  gamekeepers,  etc.,  built,  and 
rent  received  for  them  ; sub-division  had  been  allowed, 
witness  bought  of  portion  of  sub-divided  holding  in 
1899,  its  valuation  was  5s.,  witness  paid  £30  for 
it,  and  it  had  a rental  of  £1,  8522,  8552.— He  bought 
liberty,  there  was  moorland  behind  it,  8553-5. 
—Within  last  three  years  two  farms  sub-divided  in 
Dunlewy,  last  year  one  in  Maglieralosh,  rent  30s., 
valuation,  28s.,  it  was  arable  with  rocks,  8522-4.— 
.Another  time  witness  bought  sub-divided  land  between 
the  place  he  lived  and  the  one  he  bought  before,  he 
gave  £40  for  fifteen  to  twenty  acres,  rent  £1  5s.,  he 
Save,  more  than  land  was  worth,  to  consolidate  his 
^57-8. — He  sold  a farm  near  sea -shore  for 
£70,  it  had  house  worth  £40  or  £50,  rent  15s.,  8560-5. 
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DOOGAN,  Mr.  MICHAEL  continued. 

Road  Improvement. 

Places  in  district  without  roads,  good  would  bo 
done  by  making  roads  there,  no  money  spent  on  these 
congested  districts  for  years,  8526. 

Boat-slip  at  Magheragallon  four  miles  from  wit- 
ness’s house,  made  years  ago  at  a cost  of  £200,  it 
needed  repair,  8526-7. 

Sub-division  and  Apportionment  op  Rent. 

When  land  was  sub-divided  formerly  and  new 
houses  put  up  rent  was  increased,  that  was  before 
Act  of  1881,  since  then  Land  Commission  had  reduced 
rents,  8528-31. 

Condition  op  Gweedore. 

Peolpe  in  district  not  comfortably  off,  they  had  to 
emigrate  every  year  to  gain  means  of  subsistence, 
8533. — In  large  district  like  Gweedore  only  sixty  to 
100  out  of  1,000  families  had  fishing,  plenty  of 
people  had  no  means  of  fishing,  8534. — Indirect  ad- 
vantages from  fishing  in  such  work  ns  curing,  Irish 
girls  were  learning,  some  girls  still  imported  for  it, 
8535-6. — Gweedore  had  improved  in  some  respects  in 
last  twenty  years,  more  money  from  people  emi- 
grating, 8537.— They  emigrated  twenty  years  ago,  but 
labour  was  not  so  good  then,  8538-9. — Not  much  im- 
provement, no  more  money  tlian  fifteen  years  ago.  8540- 
1. — Rate.  4s.  in  the  £ on  land,  6s.  8 rf.  on  buildings, 
8542.— People  found  it  difficult  to  pay,  and  got  no 
return  in  roads.  District  Council  could  not  spend 
more  on  roads  without  sanction  from  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  they  would  probably  not  give  sanc- 
tion if  applied  to,  taxes  so  high  people  could  not  pay 
if  they  did  sanction  expenditure,  8543-4. — Not  much 
outdoor  relief  in  district,  8544a. — Rates  pressed 
heavily  on  poorer  classes,  before  Ixx'al  Government 
Act  landlord  paid  poor  rates  under  £4  valuation, 
now  tenants  had  to  pay  their  share,  and  rates  were 
higher,  8545-6,  8566.  —Reduction  was  made  on  rents 
to  compensate  at  time  of  change,  but  tenants  did  not 
always  get  it,  8567-8. 

Migration  Prospects. 

People  would  migrate  to  a reasonable  distance  if 
farms  were  offered  them,  8525,  8547-8,  8580-1.-  Desire 
for  inure  land  in  some  cases,  there  were  mountain 
tracts  that  could  be  occupied,  8576-8.  Necessity  for 
going  to  other  parts  of  Ireland  would  depend  on  how 
reclaimed  land  turned  out,  8579.-  Better  land  in 
other  counties,  8580. — Witness  would  not  migrate  him- 
self, he  had  other  ways  of  living  beside  land,  8582, 
8584. — Willingness  to  migrate  would  depend  on  con- 
ditions of  land  offered,  etc.,  8583. 

Rental  of  Gweedore  estate  £1,600  a year,  reduced 
by  Land  Commission  to  £720,  8549-51.— Sometimes 
easier  for  people  by  sea  to  pay  rates  than  people 
inland,  and  vice  vend.  8569-70. 


SWEENEY,  Mr.  JOHN  continued. 
granite  could  be  run  on  pier  with  little  cost,  8602.  - 
Surprising  that  eminent  men  who  reported  on  quar- 
ries and  not  suggested  it  as  an  enterprise  to  any 
company,  8603-5. — Stone  without  flaw,  8606. 

I’nosPSCTS  of  New  Company. 

Prospectus. of  company  was  incorrect  in  that  it  tooic 
no  account  of  expense  of  clearing  outside  surface, 
8607-8.— Industry  would  succeed  if  started  again; 
very  necessary  in  case  of  failure  of  fishing ; Scotch 
labour  market  nearly  a thing  of  the  past,  and  people 
would  have  nothing  to  fall  back  oil,  8609.— Great 
demand  for  granite  in  Aberdeen ; it  was  imported 
from  Norway,  and  might  as  easily  go  from  Ireland. 
8610. 

Freight  Rates. 

Freight  from  Burtonport  to  Liverpool,  Gars  ton, 
or  English  ports,  4*.  a ton ; would  be  2s.  from 
Kincasslagh,  where  large  vessels  could  get  in,  as  they 
required  smaller  freights,  8611.-  Granite  would  lie 
sent  to  Garston  and  Aberdeen  direct,  8612. — New 
company  intended  to  put  down  polishing  and 
saw  mills  and  crushing  machinery  to  complete 
the  work  and  take  orders  direct  for  monu- 
mental work,  8614. — Freight  of  cargoes  that, 
were  exported  4s.  ; vessels  had  brought  no 

cargo,  8615,  8619-21.— Would  be  halved  since  tho 
new  pier  was  built,  8616. — Quarry  about  to  be  opened 
overhung  new  pier,  8617. — Would  be  better  to  get 
orders  direct  than  send  to  Aberdeen ; granite  more 
easily  got  than  at  Peterhead  quarries  and  labour 
cheaper,  8618. — Granite  plentiful  all  over  Scotland, 
but  as  it  was  imported  from  Norway  there  was  evi- 
dently not  enough  to  supply  Aberdeen  market, 
8622-4. 

New  Company  should  get  Expert  Opinion  and 
Bonus  from  Board. 

Company's  efforts  should  be  recognised  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board ; an  independent  expert 
opinion  should  be  given  and  a bonus  granted  on  the 
number  of  men  employed,  8625-9,  8638-9,  8642-3, 
8647-9.— -There  was  a precedent  for  Board  encouraging 
industries;  it  should  be  done,  not  on  results  of  work, 
but  on  number  of  men  employed,  8630-5,  8640-1.— 
Board  would  have  no  control  over  number  employed, 
8636. — Expert’s  opinion  wanted  to  give  confidence  in 
a company  that  had  failed  before,  8642-3,  8649. — 
Nobody  in  district  with  capital  or  knowledge  enough 
to  float  a company,  8644-6. — Expert  must  be  a man 
unconnected  with  any  granite  concern,  8648. — New 
company  ready  to  go  on ; nominal  capital,  £175,000 ; 
£55,000  underwritten  already ; prospectus  not  out ; 
promoter  an  Irishman,  8650-3. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Brand  on  herring  barrels  wanted  to  put  local  curcrs 
on  equality  with  large  Scotch  curers,  8654. 


Cure  for  Congestion. 

More  labour  facilities  the  euro  for  congestion, 
cottage  factories,  local  industries,  making  of  new 
roads,  and  boat-slips  on  coast  and  islands,  8572-3.— 
There  would  still  De  as  many  people,  8574. 


SWEENEY',  Mr.  JOHN. 


Witness  a shareholder 


unite  Quarries 


Niiupy  ny- 


ing  granite  quarries,  he  tried  to  encourage  people  to 
come  and  start  granite  industry,  8586-7.— He  had  not 
been  aware  that  £26,000  was  given  to  vendor  of 
property  till  after  he  invested,  although  it  was  in 
prospectus,  8589-90.— It  was  a ridiculous  sum;  was 
paid  in  cash ; remainder  of  company’s  capital  of 
£50,000  spent  on  development,  but  it  was  not  enough 
to  make  it  a success,  8591-5.— District,  vast,  70  square 
miles;  landlord’s  terms  moderate,  8595.— Quality  of 
stone  splendid,  8596.-  -Nine  cargoes  were  sold,  8597, 
”01.— Aberdeen  the  great  granite  market  ; estimate 
of  freight  and  probable  price  to  be  fetched  given  on 
prospectus,  8598-9. 


Causes  of  failure.' 

Company  spent  too  much  on  development; 
great  expense  in  getting  from  surface  to  proper 
rock ; was  now  in  goal  order  for  going  ahead ; 


Boat-building. 

Boat-building  could  be  developed,  and  would  be 
self-supporting,  8655.-  -Fishing  boats  got  from  Port- 
rush  and  Moville  at  great  risk ; work  could  be  done 
as  easily  at  Burtonport ; only  one  bout-builder  in  dis- 
trict, 8656. — Large  yawls  referred  to,  not  luggers; 
these  were  used  for  salmon  fishing,  8657-8. — Luggers 
could  be  built  later;  room  for  one  boat-builder  at 
present  and  a lot  of  apprentices;  boats  could  then  be 
made  cheaper,  8659. --Present  builder  could,  but 
anxious  to  keep  trade  >n  his  own  hands  and  only 
took  one  apprentice;  very  important  to  train  young 
men  to  something;  nothing  but  cooperage  at  present, 
8661.-  -There  were  formerly  builders  of  small  boats, 
but  they  were  old,  and  the  younger  men  had  not 
taken  it  up;  they  preferred  fishing,  8662-3.— An  odd 
boat  built  occasionally,  8664. 

Cooperage. 

.All  barrels  should  be  made  at  cooperage  that-  were 
used  at  Burtonport,  8665. — More  apprentices  should 
be  taken  into  cooperage  and  men  encouraged  by  get- 
ting timber  from  Board,  8666.— It  would  be  better 
for  Board  to  get  rid  of  the  cooperage  if  someone  could 
be  got  to  take  it  up  ; no  one  in  neighbourhood  with 
enough  capital ; Board  had  done  it  up  to  now,  and 
it  was  self-supporting ; it  could  bo  done  by  a small 
company,  8667-71. — ho  objection  to  Board  becoming 
coopers  on  a largo  scale  and  competing  against  pri- 
vate people;  they  could  only  cater  for  Ireland,  8672-6. 
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— Industry  was  young ; people  had  not  enough  capital 
to  buy  staves  by  the  cargo  from  Norway,  and  there 
were  no  timber  merchants ; young  men  were  willing 
to  work,  8677-82. — The  Scotch  coopers  who  imported 
cargoes  were  curers  with  capital,  8685-6. 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  very  good ; more  money  re- 

?uired;  £200  instead  of  £75;  then  dairies,  etc.,  could 
e built;  houses  had  improved  wonderfully,  8687. — 
Cattle  formerly  kept  in  houses;  that  was  rare  now, 
£689-91. — The  same  applied  to  Aranmore,  8692. — 
Dairies  much  required ; milk  kept  at  present  in  houses, 
8603. 


O'DONNELL,  Mb.  MAN  U S — continued. 

land  al^increased,  but  rateable  value  remained  the 


Industrial  Development  the  Remedy  for  Emigb 
tion  and  Migratory  Labour.  a' 

Numbers  emigrated  every  year  for  want  of  an  in 
dustry;  even  children  hired  out;  rent,  taxes  and' 
bills  paid  principally  by  these  ; following  work  were 
wanted  for  improvement  of  condition  of  people  either 
some  or  ail:  widening  ,and  deepening  of  River  Lurey 
to  drain  country;  opening  granite  quarries  It 
fame's  Gap ; factories,  laoe-making,  etc. ; such 


Spraying. 

People  sprayed  very  little ; they  could  be  in- 
duced to  do  more  by  prizes ; better  to  encourage 
people  than  compel  them;  if  potato-spraying  were 
considered  a necessity  it  should  be  insisted  on, 
8694-700. 


Absentee’s  Land  should  be  acquired  tor  People. 

Eighty  acres  of  land  on  Sir  N.  Gosselin’s  farm  in 
landlord's  hands ; if  that  were  to  be  bought,  Iniscoo, 
Roshin,  and  Clogher  should  not  be  given  to  private 
individuals  ; people  had  no  land  for  cattle ; an  abuse 
to  give  land  to  men  living  in  London,  8701.— It 
should  not  be  cut  into  holdings,  but  given  to  people 
as  an  outlet  for  cattle,  either  in  plots  or  commonage, 
8702-5;  they  would  not  sub-divide  that,  8706. 


Danger  of  S'ub-division. 

Sub-division  should  not  be  allowed ; if  Board  bought 
land  and  re-sold  to  tenants  it  would  be  impossible, 
as  they  did  not  allow  it  so  long  as  instalments  were 
being  paid,  8707. — A tenant  in  Aranmore  tried  to 
sub-aivide,  and  Board  took  steps  to  eject  him ; pro- 
ceedings were  not  yet  over,  8708-11.— It  had  been 
stopped  where  Board  had  supervision,  8712. — On 
Marquis  of  Conyngham’s  estate  it  was  allowed,  8713. 
—That  was  not  sold,  8714. — Less  tendency  to  sub- 
after  68 £ years  of  paying  annuities,  as  they 
would  have  seen  the  advantages  of  keeping  farms  in- 
tact, 8715-7. — Tendency  to  sub-divide  existed  more  on 
seaboard;  they  were  anxious  to  remain  near  sea  and 
keep  sons  at  home  to  fish,  8718-20.— Impossible  to 
stop  it  there  without  a remedy,  8721.— Building  land 
for  houses  would  not  overcome  tendency,  8722.— If 
Board  took  a tract  of  land  about  three  miles  from 
shore  and  made  a road  into  it,  and  gave  a farm  of 
•40  acres,  10  arable,  30  grazing,  well  drained  and  with 
a house,  etc.,  and  helped  man  to  stock  it,  being  re- 
panl  by  instalments  for  outlay,  the  younger  sons 
would  go  to  such  farms  and  sub-division  would  be 
stopped;  Board  would  not  be  at  a loss,  8723-6,  8729. 
—The  man  could  go  to  his  friends  on  the  seaboard 
in  the  fashing  season,  8730. 


Sub-division  could  be  cured  by  migration  to  places 
in  the  locality ; some  would  migrate  and  some  not 
younger  people  would,  8728,  8730. 


O'DONNELL,  Mr.  MANUS. 

Townlands  in  Kilmacrenan  that  should  be 
Scheduled. 

In  parish  of  Termon  five  townlands  in  non-con 
gested  electoral  division  of  Kilmacrenan ; these  town 
.ands  should  be  scheduled;  Knocknabollan,  popula 
non  m 1891  65,  valuation  £59  5,. ; Drambrick;  popn 
lation  62,  valuation  £52  15,.;  Clonjdlljmore,  ioju 
lation  67,  valuation  £41  15,. ; Clonkiilybog,  popula 
turn  28,  valuation  £28;  Letterfad,  population  29, 
valuation  £60  5,. ; people  would  like  Congested  Dis- 
tuct.  Board  s powers  extended  to  have  tolnlands  of 
i p"  . ,d  '•■■nation  scheduled  and  the  town- 

land  the  unit  of  congestion,  8732. 

Parish  Committee  Scheme. 

Good  work  done  under  Parish  Improvement 
Scheme ; holdings  showed  evidence  of  improvement  • 
produce  in  some  oases  doubled,  8732,  8736.— Value  of 


People  would  migrate;  witness  would  not  go  as 
he  was  a national  teacher  as  well  as  farmer,  8733-5 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  lived  by  farm;  he  had  thirty-six  acres 
between  arable  and  mountain  land;  rateable  value 
£2  13s.  on  land,  7s.  on  house;  total  £3,  8741— He 
had  family  of  one,  8742.— Difficult  to  live  on'  that 
amount  of  land,  8743. 


Migration  Prostects. 

Witness  would  migrate  to  any  part  of  Ire- 
land if  offered  a farm  he  could  live  on  so 
would  other  farmers  in  district,  and  not’  ask 
anything  for  tenant-right  of  present  holdings;  no 
use  in  striping  mountain  land,  it  would  never  make 
arable,  8744-8. — Tenants  would  put  new  farms  into 
condition  for  occupation,  8749.— Thirty  acres  re- 
quired for  farmer  to  live  comfortably,  8750.— No 
improvement  lately  in  people’s  condition,  8752-3.— 
A lot  of  shop  debts,  more  than  there  used  to  be. 
8754-5. 

Truck  System. 

Complaints  about  truck  system  ; fanners’  daugh- 
ters and  wives  went  124  miles  to  buy  £2  worth 
of  cloth,  and  paid  for  it  by  knitting  at  Is.  6 d.  a 
fortnight’s  work ; there  was  an  idea  that  Board  gave 
out  knitting  machines ; as  a fact  dealers  gave  them 
out;  they  were  willing  to  pay  cash,  but  paid  it  in  a 
grocer’s  shop ; people  did  not  like  leaving  shop  with- 
out buying  goods;  they  could  get  cash  for  their 
tickets  if  they  demanded  it ; system  should  be  stopped, 
8756-62. 

Criticism  of  Board. 

Nothing  done  by  Board  in  Upper  Rosses  except  a 
K>ad  made ; a loan  of  £50  to  Agricultural 
Bank  and  the  Parish  Committee,  8762. — Idea 
m district  that  applications  from  farmers 
were  not  considered  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
unless  backed  by  influential  people,  8789. — Agricul- 
tural Society  asked  for  grant  or  loan  to  erect  store 
for  agricultural  implements ; labour  offered  free ; cost 
of  store  £17  5s.  3 d.  and  £28  9s.  5 d.  for  roofing;  both 
were  refused,  8790. — The  formation  of  the  Agricultu- 
ral Society  not  under  work  of  Board,  but  great 
benefit  to  farmers  to  have  threshing  machines  sup- 
plied, etc. ; they  did  not  cost  much,  but  there  was  no 
place  to  store  them,  8791,  8797-8.— Agricultural  Socie- 
ties formed  by  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  So- 
ciety, which  was  outside  Board,  8792-3. — Agricultural 
Department  and  Board  of  Works  both  applied  to  and 
would  not  grant  loan,  8794-6. 

Bushes  teeming  with  blackberries ; with  some  assist- 
ance blackberry  business  would  do  a good  deal  for 
people,  8798.— Parish  Commiftee  could  not  do  these 
things ; it  did  not  grant  loans,  only  premiums  on 
improvements ; no  objection  to  their  doing  it  if  they 
had  funds,  8799-801. 


Agricultural  Banks. 

Agricultural  Bank  still  working,  doing  immense 
good,  8763-4. — Money  used  for  buying  stock,  etc., 
8765.-3  per  cent,  paid  to  Board  for  loan,  4 per 
cent,  for  deposits,  6£  charged,  8766-7. — Two  solvent 
securities  given  and  project  for  which  money  was 
required  examined  into,  8768-70.— Capital  £150,  not 
enough,  8771,  8775. — Balance  between  that  and  the 
£50  made  up  by  local  deposits,  8772. — No  bad  debts, 
all  capital  out,  8773-4.— £50  the  limit  of  loans,  £10 
highest  given,  8776-8. — Cheque  on  bank  given ; -no 
loans  longer  than  twelve  months ; very  little  exten- 
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GALLAGHER,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 
aion  granted,  8779-80. — Banks  would  not  give  loans 
at  all,  8781. — Loans  only  given  for  things  of  a profit- 
able character,  8782. — Such  a bank  might  help  the 
coopers;  a loan  of  £250  would  enable  them  to  im- 
port a cargo  of  staves,  8783. — Board  might  as  easily 
give  loan  for  coopers  as  for  fishing  boats ; investment 
more  profitable,  8784-8. 

Fishing  Industry — Landing  Facilities  needed. 

No  pier  in  Upper  Rosses;  nearly  all  fish  landed 
at  Burtonport  caught  there ; few  fishermen,  because 
boats  had  to  be  all  hauled  up ; applications  had  been 
made  for  piers  at  Falcorrib  and  Maghery,  but  nothing 
done,  8801. — Witness  was  lg  miles  from  sea,  8802.-  - 
He  would  participate  in  advantages  of  fishing ; none 
at  present;  one  crew  could  not  haul  up  a yawl,  8803. 
— Winch  had  not  been  tried,  a landing  place  would 
be  needed  as  well,  8804,  8810-11. — Breakwater  of  the 
pier  wanted  to  shelter  boats;  no  need  then  for  haul- 
ing, 8805-7. — Boats  could  be  anchored  to  pier  pnd  fish 
landed,  8808. — Crewy  Head  the  fishing  ground,  8809. 
— Memorial  had  been  sent  from  Maghery;  reply  re- 
ceived was  that  cost  of  pier  was  too  great;  witness 
had  no  knowledge  of  an  engineer  having  been  down, 
8811. 

Turbary — Roads  needed. 

Turbary  in  sufficient  quantities,  but  too  far  from 
road ; price  had  gone  up ; roads  badly  needed  to  cart 
turf  and  sea  manure ; if  there  were  more  roads 
there  would  be  more  carts  instead  of  pack  animals, 
8812-4. 

Migratory  Labour. 

Witness  had  been  eight  years  in  Scotland  and  then 
returned,  8816. — Could  do  better  in  Scotland,  where  he 
was  a miner,  than  in  Upper  Rosses,  8817. — He  was 
seventeen  years  old  when  he  first  went  to  work  for  his 
father,  8818. — A farmer  with  no  one  to  migrate  verv 
badly  off,  8819. 

• Sub-division. 

Landlord  in  Upper  Rosses  encouraged  sub- 
division; before  Act  of  1881  £1  extra  charged  for 
each  smoke;  landlord  got  arrears  paid  as  price  of 
sub-division,  8819. — Had  not  stopped  since  1881,  but 
no  additions  to  rent ; arrears  still  cleared,  8820-1. — 
Less  inclination  to  sub-divide  if  tenant  bought  ; pub- 
lic opinion  against  it  now,  8822. 

BRADY,  Miss. 

Improvement  in  Houses  in  Annagry. 

People  poor,  houses  insanitary,  8824,  8845-6. — They 
tried  to  improve  them,  8825. — Houses  improved  bv 
Parisli  Committee  Scheme,  8826. — Larger  windows, 
cattle  kept  in  byres,  though  some  still  kept  them  in 
houses,  3828-9.-  -Witness  remonstrated,  and  the 
people  replied  they  would  try  and  improve,  but  they 
were  poor,  8830-1. — No  sub-division,  8832-3. — People 
had  plenty  of  turf  on  their  own  land,  8834. — They 
took  witness’s  advice  and  tried  to  improve  their  con- 
dition, 8835-6,  8850. — Local  usage  interfered  at  first, 
but  people  were  becoming  convinced,  8851-3. 


M'GARVEY,  Mr.  JOHN— ■continued. 

Parish  Committee. 

Parish  Committee  had  improved  dwellings,  8862-3. 

Drainage  needed. 

People  better  off  now  in  way  of  draining,  liming, 
and  reclaiming ; more  money  wanted  for  main  drains. 
8863.  -People  intelligent ; could  be  taught  to  labour 
land  ; money  should  bo  spent  in  teaching ; if  land 
were  drained  people  would  do  fencing  ; land  was  sub- 
ject to  water,  and  little  could  be  done  till  river  was 
sunk,  8864-6. 

Condition  of  Live  Stock. 

Two  milch  cows,  two  yearlings,  two  calves  kept  by 
witness,  8867. — No  bull  in  district  from  Congested 
Districts  Board  or  Agricultural  Department ; a man 
in  locality  had  one ; better  one  could  be  got  from 
Department,  8868-72. — Breed  improved  during  last 
few  years,  owing  to  breeding  and  feeding,  8873-4. — 
Locality  could  not  feed  high-class  cattle  unless  it  were 
improved  so  as  to  raise  turnips,  etc.  ; pasture  not 
good  enough,  8875. — Assistance  wanted  to  enable  more 
land  to  be  broken  up,  8876. — More  could  be  got  by 
raising  turnips  and  hay  than  by  grazing ; better 
class  of  cattle  could  be  fed,  8877-8. 

Migration  Prospects- 

Young  people  would  migrate  anywhere  if  they  got 
places;  old  people  would  not,  8879-81. — No  fishing  or 
industries  in  district,  migratory  labour  only  means 
of  earning  money,  8882. — Lord  Leitrim  the  landlord, 
8883. — Witness  would  migrate  if  he  could,  8884. — 
People  would  buy  land,  but  it  was  Trinity  College 
land,  and  could  not  be  sold  at  fair  price,  3885. 

People  depending  solely  on  Land  worst  off. 

Land  in  Termon  better  than  in  mountain  districts 
of  Burtonport,  but  people  handicapped  for  want  of 
industries  and  other  means  of  living  and  making 
money  ; people  living  by  land  only  worse  off  than 
those  with  other  resources,  8886-90. 


HARKEN,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Demand  for  Labour  uncertain. 

Holding  of  witness,  2 acres  10  perches,  not  enough 
to  support  liimself  and  wife,  family  away,  and  sent 
rent,  he  got  outside  employment  himself,  but  it  was 
not  regular,  8891-8. 

Grazing  Land. 

Farm  not  far  away  could  be  bought  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  enlarging  hold'- 
ings,  it  was  a grazing  farm,  and  could  be  used 
for  grazing,  8899-901. — Some  could  be  broken  into  and 
reclaimed,  8902. — Witness  had  no  sheep,  8903. — 
There  was  a mountain,  and  tenants  had  a piece  of 
grazing  off  it  by  Lind  Commission,  country  not  bad 
for  sheep,  but  tenants  unable  to  keep  them,  8904-5. 


Diet. 

Feeding  poor,  8837. — Much  tea  drunk  and  potatoes 
oaten,  8839. — Tea  injurious  because  it  was  stewed  ; 
they  refused  advice  about  that-,  8840-1. 

Health  of  District. 

Witness  often  called  professionally ; no  epidemic, 
but  a lot  of  tuberculosis,  due  to  insanitary  houses, 
8842-6.  -Outdoor  life  was  healthy,  8845^6.- Good 
school  in  Annagry  now;  formerly  bad,  8847-8. — 
Three  miles  between  schools,  8849. --They  followed  in- 
structions with  regard  to  nursing,  8850.-  -In- 
fant mortality  not  high,  8854. — Tea  sometimes  given 
to  children  a little  over  a year,  8855. 

M ‘GARVEY,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  had  seventeen  acres,  rough  and  smooth; 
valuation  £3  15s.  ; he  lived  entirely  by  the  land, 
8856-8. — It  was  not  mountain ; could  all  be  reclaimed 
if  he  had  the  means,  8859-60. — It  was  in  a congested 
district,  where  people  were  all  poor,  8861-2.— More 
could  be  got  off  land  if  tilled  rightly. 


Turbary. 

No  turf  on  witness’s  holding,  Land  Commission  had 
got  turf  from  landlord  for  tenants  for  fifteen  years, 
that  was  running  out.  Is.  6d.  paid  for  it  to  bailiff, 
and  3s.  6 </.  added  to  rent,  landlord  had  a reserve  bog 
on  other  side  of  river  for  which  lie  would  charge  10s. 
a derk,  8906-11,  8914-16.— Bog  given  in  1900,  8911.-  - 
Witness  would  go  to  another  place  if  lie  got  one, 
8912.— A derk  was  three  men’s  work  for  one  day. 
one  man  cut  and  the  others  helped,  8917-8,  8922, 
8936-8.— The  other  two  were  paid  2s.  a day,  or  else 
labour  was  given  in  exchange,  3927-9.  8939-41.— 
Two  derks  necessary  for  year’s  fuel,  one  lasted  seven 
or  eight  months  in  winter.  8923-6,  8946.— The  rest 
of  the  tenants  cut  the  bog  the  same  as  those  who  had 
been  in  Court.  8919.-  Agent  was  selling  portion  of 
bog  reserved  by  Commission  to  strange  tenants,  3914. 
7«Th^Jnan.?  ni,  n.  obliged  to  cut  on  reserve  and  pay 
10s..  8^— Some  lived  near  witness  and  some  in  next 
town,  8922.— -Outside  labour  not  required  in  bog  use 
at  present,  8931.— Derk  taken  from  reserve  Ixwr  could 
be  cut  any  time  during  year,  8933-4.— Dork  not 
marked  out,  8935.—  Some  of  the  tenants  sold  their 
turf  for  10s  a derk  they  had  not  brgs  of  thdr  own, 
they  sold  off  landlord  s bog,  8942-5. 
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Holding  of  Witness. 

Fern  belonging  to  witness  was  ten  acres  of  arable 
with  no  gracing,  valuation  £6  15s.,  £6  10s.  on  land, 
5s.  on  houses,  judicial  rent  £5  3s.,  second  term,  8947. 
— Landlord,  Hugh  Cochrane,  8948. 

Condition  of  Cabrigaht  and  Glen. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  families  in  Carrigart 
Electoral  Division,  population  1,500,  average  rent  £3, 
part  of  Lord  Leitrim’s  estate  in  division,  deducting 
that,  average  rent  £2,  division  was  one-third  of 
parish  of  Rossguill,  people  lived  partly  off  land, 
supplemented  by  men  going  to  Scotland,  girls  going 
as  servants,  and  little  home  industries,  such  as  lace, 
introduced  by  Congested  Districts  Bo  aid , Carrigart 
and  Glen  got  no  benefit  from  fishery,  Glen  suffered 
for  want  of  home  employment,  fine  granite  quarries 
near  Glen  would  give  employment  if  developed,  they 
were  four  miles  from  Mulroy  pier  or  Creeslough  rail- 
way station,  8948. 

Plantation  Belt  needed. 

District  would  be  benefited  by  shelter  plantation 
outside  farms  between  them  and  sandhills,  land  too 
poor  to  cultivate,  good  enough  for  trees,  it  should  be 
done  by  the  State,  would  benefit  cattle  and  be  an 
asset  to  ‘State  in  future,  8948,  8981. — Land  now 
occupied  would  have  to  be  compulsorily  taken,  8982-4. 
— Twenty  to  thirty  yards  wide  would  suffice,  8948. 

Drainage  needed. 

Free  grant  should  be  given  to  deepen  burn  running 
through  thirty  or  forty  farms,  loan  extending  over 
ten  to  twenty  years,  repayable  by  families  benefited 
by  dram  would  be  good,  100  acres  of  prime  land 
flooded  and  rendered  useless  for  tillage,  8948,  8985-6. 
—Work  should  be  supervised1  by  Boards  Inspector, 
good  if  people  earned  money  by  working  at  it,  if  main, 
dram  were  made,  people  would  make  sub-drains 
themselves,  8949. — Proposed  drain  half  a mile  long, 
8950.— People  would  maintain  it,  hut  could  not  under- 
take extensive  operation  of  making  it,  8951. 

Live  Stock,  Improvement  of — Department  had 
not  helped. 

Board  did  a lot  of  good  in  improving  breeds  of 
cattle  and  sheep,  no  benefit  from  Department’s 
schemes,  they  could  not  give  premiums  for  hulls 
unless  they  were  prize  .animals  passed  by  their  in- 
spectors, costing  £30,  that  was  a pure  shorthorn,  very 
good  for  crossing,  hut  offspring  too  soft  for  very  poor 
mountainous  district,  good  cross-bred  animals  costing 
£15  would  serve  purpose,  premium  of  £10  on  that 
would  induce  farmers  to  keep  bull,  £15  given  under 
present  system  not  enough,'  as  farmer  only  realised 
u-  °L ~16  ™ animal,  and  it  did  not  pay  to  feed 

him>  8951.— Polled  angus  dear,  too,  no  better  than 


Spraying. 

Improved  method  of  tillage  did  .a  lot  of  gcod,  a pity 
it  stopped ; Board’s  instructor  stayed  in  a place  and 
had  depot  for  implements  hired  at  6 d.  a day ; intro- 
duction of  spraying  greatest  boon,  8955.— They 
sprayed  late  this  year,  good  if  Board  kept  in- 
structor in  place  who  kept  spraying  material  and 
gave  out  machines,  good  effect  if  a few  did  successful 
spraying,  8956. — Witness  in  favour  of  compulsion, 
but  it  would  not  be  necessary,  spraying  not  intro- 
duced m neighbouring  parish,  with  result  that  crop 
tailed,  people  conservative,  and  needed  inducement 
to  adopt  spraying,  8957-9. — Spraying  increased  value 
of  potato  crop  by  £5  an  acre,  8959-60— Blight  infec- 
tious, 8961. 

Method  of  approaching  Board. 

0QS.aiy  approach  Board,  done  through  parish  priest, 
8963-6— Experimental  plots  and  instruction  by  Board 
would  be  good,  8966,  8073-4. 

Turbary. 

No  turbary  on  Mr.  Cochrane’s  estate,  some  on  ad- 
joinmg  land,  good  if  Cochrane’s  and  adjoining  es- 

ssyate** by  Bo“d  and  **"5  *° 


Flax  Growing. 

Free  grants  of  good  seed  and  kainit  to  tonal™ 
should  ho  given  by  Board  to  induce  people  to V,i 
grow  1m,  twenty dive  yeara  ago  small  farmers 
it,  and  it  paid  well,  gone  down  in  price,  but  it  ™ 
still  pay,  8967. — It  bad  to  be  waited  in  W-H 
law  in  Ireland  against  washing  in  rivers,  which  » ’ 
better  for  flax,  8968-72— Farmers  would  need  instm^ 
tion  how  to  grow  it,  8972— Parish  Committee  in  dis’ 
tact  improved  houses,  had  not  funds  to  assist 
mg,  8975-8— Most  holdings  had  little  waste  nloU 
that  people  could  cultivate  if  they  had  encoiiL* 
ment,  8974,  8979-80.  age' 

and  in  Carrigart  than  Burtonport 
district,  8987.  1 


Loans  for  House-building. 

Worst  districts  should  be  attended  to 
but  something  should  be  done  everywhere,  very 
poor  people  not  reached,  by  Parish  Committees,  loans 
up  to  £50  for  improvement  of  dwellings  might  be 
given  by  Board,  Board  only  gave  loans  in  congested 
districts,  8988-9. — Witness  had  applied  for  a loan  for 
£50,  Board  referred,  .him  to  Board  of  Works,  they 
could  advance  no  sum  over  three  times  valuation 
of  holding,  law  should  be  altered,  to  abolish  restric- 
tions on  Board  of  Works,  8989-91. — Witness  lived 
entirely  by  land,  8992-3. 

Grants  should  be  given  to  make  roads  in  congested 
districts,  8993. 


McConnell,  Mr.  john. 

Drainage  needed  near  Lough  Veigh. 

Land  of  twenty-two  families  flooded  for  want  of 
main  drains,  Lough  Veigh  wanted  clearing  where 
Lennan  issued  from  it,  'Congested  Districts  Board  had 
not  been  written  to  on  subject,  8994-8. 


Bog  Roads  needed. 

Bog  road  needed,  District  Council  had  not  enough 
funds,  help  needed  from  Congested  Districts  Board, 
8998-9. — Witness’s  fa.rm  nine  acres,  9000. 

Galloway  Bulls  best  suited  to  District. 

Galloway  bulls  best  suited  to  district,  only  short- 
horns at  present,  witness  had  experience  of  Galloway, 
his  neighbours  agreed  with  him,  no  representations 
had  been  made  to  Department,  9001-5. 


McBRIDE,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Interference  with  Fishing  Rights  in  Sheep- 
haven  Bay. 

Fishing  rights  in  Slieephaven  Bay  held  by  people 
for  generations,  stopped  by  Lord  Leitrim  this  season 
by  water  bailiffs,  farmers  too  poor  to  go  into  Court, 
rights  should  be  given  back,  9006-9. 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Land  of  farm  along  shore,  a mixture  of  sand  with 
moss  and  clay,  9012— Mostly  tilled,  a l'ttle  grazing, 
9013,  9015. — Farm  not  self-supporting,  yearly  money 
made  up  by  going  to  Scotland,  9016. 

Less  money  to  be  made  in  Scotland  than 
FORMERLY. 

Times  in  Scotland  not  so  good  as  formerly,  no 
piece-wark  obtainable,  9017,  9019— £15  earned  for 
summer  and  harvest,  9018. 


Migration  Prospects. 

Witness  not  inclined  to  migrate  from  plac0 
where  he  had  spent  his  lifetime,  9021,  9026.- 
Neiglibours  also  not  inclined  to  migrate,  9027-8.— 
Witness  generally  went  to  district  round  Edinburgh, 
9029. — Gweedore  district  very  congested,  development 
of  fishing  industry  suggested,  9029,  9031— Witness 
did  not  fish  himself,  9030. 
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DOHERTY,  Mr.  V. 


Small  Factories  should  be  opened. 


Industry  . 


Some-  industry  would  enable  people  to  live  at  home, 
there  was  a small  woollen  factory,  London  lady  had 
started  a factory,  but  could  not  get  land  by  the  river, 
water  had  to  be  carried  nearly  half  a mile,  good  thing 
if  Congested  Districts  Board  could  bring  influence  to 
bear  on  landlords  and  start  industry  by  river,  9031. 

Turbary. 

Bog  in  neighbourhood  had  run  dry,  roads  to  moun- 
tains needed,  9031. — -People  with  no  bog  privilege 

S’  ht  turf  by  the  derk,  9033-5. — Price  of  derk.  10*,, 
9. 


O'DONNELL,  Mr.  A. 

Work  of  Witness. 

Witness  repaired  roads  under  contract  for  County 
Council  as  well  as  farming,  9041. — People  from  wit- 
ness’s county  had  gained  nothing  from  Congested 
Districts  Board,  9042. 

Roads  nef.ded. 

Road  required  from  Doughevy  to  Crolly,  a 
distance  of  seven  miles,  three  miles  of  road 
as  far  as  Gweedore  already  made ; markets  and  fairs 
going  backwards  for  lack  of  competition,  men  from 
same  district  would  not  compete,  jobbers  did  not  come 
from  the  South  for  want  of  a road,  9042,  9043-5. — A 
monthly  fair  at  Meenaleck,  9042.— -Present  road  from 
Crolly  Bridge  to  Doughery  Bridge  sixteen  miles,  pro- 
jected road  seven,  9044-5. — Road-making  had  stopped 
for  lack  of  funds,  good  valley  land  where  road  would 
go,  houses  could  he  built  along  road,  present  houses 
two  or  three  miles  from  public  road,  9046. — County 
had  made  road,  9047. — Road  not  a relief  road,  had 
been  made  before  1880,  so  had  the  Telief  roads,  9048. — 
Road  finished  as  far  as  Gweedore  and  Kilmacrennan, 
could  not  go  outside  that,  mountain  was  left  there, 
9049. — Witness  had  no  experience  of  contract  price 
for  road,  £10,000  spent  on  Gweebara  Bridge,  one- 
third  of  that  would  make  this  down  to  Lake  Annure 
and  open  up  country.  9050. 

Migration  Prospects. 

Young  men  would  go  voluntarily  and  take 
farms  if  they  got  them,  witness  had  seen  it  proved, 
9051-8. — Witness  was  too  old  to  go,  9053. — Young  men 
would  be  better  off  than  in  slums  of  Scotland  or 
England,  9055. — Older  ones  wouldn’t  go,  9057. — 
Young  men  would  go  if  it  were  an  improvement, 
9058. 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  T. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Witness  had  land  on  island  and  mainland,  9060.— 
Lived  half  the.  year  on  island  and  half  on  mainland, 
9061. — Had  two  houses,  9062. — Island  very  stormy  in' 
winter,  witness  then  went  to  mainland,  would  help 
poor  classes  in  herring  fishery  to  have  boat-slip  and 
boots,  they  would  not  then  have  to  go  to  Scotland  and 
England,  9063. — -More  boat-slips  would  bring  more 
boats,  roads  also  wanted,  and  a factory  would  help, 
9064.— Luggers  got  from  Congested  Districts  Board, 
loans  for  yawls  if  required,  9065. — People  liked  to 
start  with  yawls,  9066. --Luggers  came  afterwards. 
9067.— Luggers  a big  business  to  start  with  ; when 
witness  started  boat-  to  mainland  for  himself  and 
country  people,  they  blasted  rocks  to  make  landing 
pace;  help  from  Board  to  enlarge  place  would  be  use- 
ful, 9068-9.— Three  years  since  they  started,  no  her- 
rings sold  there;  people  had  built  another 
place,  very  inconvenient  for  witness’s  district, 
place  wanted  on  other  side  of  river,  9070.— No  boat- 
slips  in  Meenacladdy,  boat-slips  would  help  majority, 
9071. — iCarrick  was  placed  where  boat-slip  was 
wanted,  9072.- -Witness  and  boy  went  sea-fishing, 
lobsters  and  crabs,  then  salmon-fishing  and  herring 
season  in  winter,  just  kept  themselves  going,  9073.-- 

Some  might  save  if  they  had  a good  season,  9074. 

Some  had  better  luck  than  witness,  9075.— Ground 
a good  lobster  ground.  9076.— Five  shillings  a dozen 
for  lobsters  paid  by  Mr.  Guthrie,  crabs  sixpence  a 
dozen,  9077. 


Witness  depended  a good  bit  on  fishing,  holding 
was  seven  or  eight  acres,  9080,  9131. — Valuation  18*.. 
9080.-  -Witness  could  not  get  a living  off  land,  9081-2. 
He  had  no  family,  only  one  little  girl,  9083.-  He 
fished  or  got  employment  in  neighbourhood  when  boat 
not  available,  9084. — He  used  any  boat  in  neighbour- 
hood ; went  to  Innisfree  last  year,  handicapped  there 
for  want  of  pier,  Innisfree  few  miles  away,  9085.- 
Witness  had  friends  there  with  boat,  but  could  not 
land  in  safety ; was  at  Trienagh  first,  but  found 
landing  difficult,  Trienagh  five  or  six  miles  from 
Dungloe ; Trienagh  had  an  inlet  and  bar,  for  some 
years  fish  were  inside  bar,  people  went  to  extremes 
to  prepare  for  them,  9086,  9091,  9092-3. — Fish  came 
outside  bar  after  five  or  six  years,  9086,  9094. — Very 
dangerous  outside  bar  in  rough  weather,  no  safe 
landing  place,  people  had  stopped  fishing  and  boats 
were  useless,  9086-7,  9092-3. 


Piers  needed. 

Boats  would  be  kept  at  Falcorrib  if  there 
were  a pier,  9088. — Not  at  Trienagh  Bay,  9089. 
Pier  required  at  Falcorrib  during  hernng  sea- 
son, 9090,  9099. — Pier  at  Trienagh  would  encourage 
fishing,  9092-3. — Kippering  and  curing  station  had 
been  set  up  there,  pier  at  Falcorrib  would  bring 
market,  9095. — Nine  or  ten  miles  from  Falcorrib  to 
Burtonport,  9096. — Landing  at  Falcorrib  preferred  to 
Burtonport  on  account  of  distance,  9097. — Employ- 
ment for  people  necessarv  if  they  were  to  remain,  9098, 
9130. — Witness  had  never  fished  outside  Ireland,  9100. 
— He  would  keep  a boat  of  his  own  if  there  were  a 
safe  landing  'place,  9102. — Some  people  in  neighbour- 
hood had  boats,  9103. — They  had  fitted  a natural  bed 
to  keep  them  at  their  own  expense,  Board  hod  spent 
£30  on  it,  9104,  9126. — No  sufficient  landing  place 
made,  9105. — Breakwater  required,  9107. — Engineer- 
ing estimate,  £2,500,  9107a,  9117,  9123.— Would  not 
take  long  to  land  fish  worth  that  with  a fair  market, 
9108. — Boat-slip  like  one  between  0’ Donnell’s  Hotel, 
Burtonport  and  railway  station  with  winch  to  haul 
boats  in  would  be  useful,  9109.—  Reef  of  rocks  running 
out  to  natural  bed,  breakwater  on  top  of  reef  required 
to  protect  boats  coming  in  and  slip  to  haul  boats  up 
on,  9109-12.  Board’s  grant  of  £30  was  spent  on 
blasting  boulders  at  entrance,  9113.— Did  some  good, 
but  not  enough,  9114. — -Larger  grants  had  been  applied 
for,  9115. — £1,000  granted,  some  mystery  about  it. 
9116. — Not  enough  for  engineer’s  estimate,  9117,  9123. 
— No  more  heard  of  grant,  cause  of  delay  not  known, 
possibly  because  grant  was  insufficient,  9118-21.— 
Witness  thought  £1,000  would  do  much,  9122,  9125-6. 
— Board’s  grant  of  £30  given  about  eight  years  before, 
9127. — Local  people  had  started  making  lied  for  boats 
and  charged  harbour  dues  to  help  make  a pier,  Board 
had  given  grant  after  representations  from  influential 


Migration  Prospects. 

Witness  and  any  of  his  neighbours  would  migrate 
at  once  provided  they  got  a better  farm  and  arrange- 
ments were  favourable,  9132-4. — Nothing  would  be 
asked  for  tenant-right  of  present  farm,  9135-6. 


Pier  wanted  at  Crohy  Head. 

Rectory  at  Maghery,  0138.— Four  miles  beyond 
Dungloe,  on  coast,  9139. — Witness  had  been  there 
four  years,  9140.— Maghery  people  wanted  slip  at 

Oroliy  Head,  four  miles  from  Falcorrib,  9141,  9146. 

Witness  had  repeatedly  written  to  Board  ; petition 
sent  the  previous  year,  and  witness  had  interviewed 
Chief  Secretary ; he  was  not  in  opposition  to  Fal- 
corrib  people;  Congested  Districts  Board  not  likely 
to  give  two  piers;  witness  had  suggested  both  sites 
being  examined,  and  pier  given  to  place  with  best 
site;  Crohy  Head  more  suitable  for  expenditure  of 
£2,000  or  £3,000  ; either  place  feasible  for  expendi- 
ture of.  £1,000  or  £1,500  ; Crohy  Head  more  central 
and  suitable  if  breakwater  were  to  be  erected,  more 
protected;  boat  slips  required  nt  both  places;  at  pre- 
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sent  they  went  to  all  the  little  places;  with  pier  they 
could  leave  boats  there  and  walk  home,  9141. — 'Her- 
rings caught  between  Croliy  and  Dun  more  Head, 
south  of  Gweebara  Bay ; mackerel  between  Arranmore 
and  Port  Noo  or  Trawenagh  Bay,  9142. 


Big  Centre  at  Burtonport  better  than  several 
small  Markets- 

Pish  should  only  be  landed  at  Burton  port, 
railways  were  there,  9143,  9147. — Few  buyers 
at  Falcorrib,  Guthrie’s  the  only  curing  sta- 
tion, and  he  had  one  at  'Burtonport,  and 

would  prefer  fish  landed  there,  0143. — If  'Burton- 
port  were  the  centre  competition  would  almost  double 
the  price  to  be  got  for  fish  at  Falcorrib,  9144. — Piers 
only  feasible,  breakwater  too  expensive  for  Board, 
having  regard  to  what  they  had  done  at  Kincasslagh ; 
Burtonport  the  fishing  centre  from  Port  Noo  to  Kin- 
casslagh, 9145. — Only  protected  slips  wanted,  9146. — 
Yawls  used  for  herring,  salmon,  lobster,  and  long- 
shore fishing,  9148. — Falcorrib  herring  fishers  landed 
fish  at  Burtonport,  9149. — Disadvantageous  to  have 
curing  stations  and  buyers  at  all  small  places,  9160. — 
Facilities  for  launching  and  pulling  up  boats  re- 
quired; witness  would  keep  a boat  himself  if  there 
were  a place  to  keep  it,  9151. — Crohy  Head  four  miles 
from  Trawenagh  Bay,  9152. — Trawenagh  Bay  close 
to  Falcorrib,  9153. — Slip  at  Falcorrib  would  help 
Trawenagh  people,  9154. — Trawenagh  people  not  all 
fishermen;  Maghery  people  fished  in  all  weathers, 
9155. — Railway  intended  to  be  centre  for  collection  of 
fish,  9156. — Fishing  industry  reason  for  making  Bur- 
tonport the  terminus,  9157. — Landing  fish  in  creeks 
round  would  hinder  original  plan,  9158. — No  other 
way  of  delivering  fish  except  by  boat,  9159.— One  or 
two  curing  stations  in  outlying  places,  9160. — No  com- 
petition unless  buyers  went  from  Burtonport,  9161. — 
Steamers  might  be  used,  but  price  of  carriage  would 
be  taken  from  price  of  fish,  9162-3. 

District  unable  to  support  its  Population. 

District  very  thickly  populated,  9164-5. — Only 
a small  proportion  could  live  by  fishing  even 
if  industry  were  much  developed,  9166.— 'Land 
worthless ; witness  would  not  take  it  for  no- 
thing, 9167.— -Fishing  population  Roman  Catholics  ; 
witness  advised  his  own  people  who  lived  in- 
land to  get  anywhere  out  of  the  country,  9168. 


Migration  Prospects. 

Migration  the  only  radical  cure  for  congestion,  9169. 
—Young  people  would  go,  not  the  old,  9170-1— 
People  would  not  migrate  if  they  were  comfortable, 
9217-8. — Extra  stake  in  the  country  would  prevent 
migration,  9218. 


Sub-Division. 

•Subdivision  caused  by  giving  young  people  house 
and  field ; would  stop  if  better  farms  wore  provided 
for  the  young  elsewhere;  people  were  Winning  to 
see  the  evil  effect  of  it,  9172-3. 

Land  Purchase  ANn  Re-settlement  needed. 

Congested  'Districts  Board  must  buy  out  estates  to 
provide  land  for  combining  and  enlarging  holdings; 
instance  whore  Board  might  act,  9174. 


History  op  Maghbry  Townland.. 

Maghery  townland  was  Church  property  bough 
by  Church  Commissioners  and  re-sold  to  tenants 
Board  might  take  it  over  and  experiment,  9174  9179  - 
Them  TOM  thirty  holdings,  9175.— Peopled  now,  917f 
Band  typical  of  district,  a rundale  farm,  9177,  9195 
rWMhnMab°'ar^’  0178— Board  would  buy  land  fror 
Church  Commissioners,  9180,-Experiments  had  bee, 

■a  s*  wrasis. 

ConvJIl'  C0^ld  ^understand  Marquis  o 
Conynghams  position,  9182,  9214-5.— Church  Com 
missioners  would  not  bother  about  improving  estate 
fW-Jn  n -"h°  h?d,  m“de  “cuts”  was8 not  oi 
h Commissioners  land,  9184— Maghery  Churcl 
^>'Gomruissl oners  to  merchant,  9185— Mer 
chant  doubled  rent ; after  an  interval  lie  sold  agaii 
to  Commissioners,  who  resold  to  tenants,  who  wen 
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now  paying  Church  Commissioners,  9186.  —Tenants  in 
position  of  owners,  subject  to  annuity  for  certain 
period,  9187— Property  stereotyped  as  rundale  unless 

interests  of  Commissioners  were  bought,  9188-90 

Period  of  purchase  had  thirty-nine  years  to  run  9191 
— Commissioners  had  only  wanted  to  get  rid  of  land 
at  decent  price;  merchants  had  wanted  to  make  a 
good  thing  out  of  it,  9192. — So  many  mediums  of 
purchase  of  land  a disadvantage ; simpler  if  all  pur- 
chases could  be  carried  out  on  one  plan  by  one  body  • 
different  bodies  came  into  existence  one  after  the 
other,  9193. — People  were  improving  themselves  9194 
— Congested  Districts  Board  would  re-stripe  holdings 
and  improve  property,  9196. — Property  would 'remain 
in  complicated  condition  till  some  body  set  it  right 
9197. — “ Cuts  ” made  by  Marquis  of  Conyugham’s 
tenant  were  about  ten  acres  right  up  face  of  moun- 
tain, 9200. — Tenant  had  gone  to  Court  and  got  re- 
duction of  rent  on  property,  9205. — About  a year 
before,  9206. — Landlord  had  permitted  tenant  to  make 
profit  out  of  “cuts”;  position  inexplicable:  witness 
had  made  many  inquiries  as  to  truth  of  matter 
9207-10. — Matter  introduced  as  illustration  that  ex- 
tension of  farms  was  profitable ; new  cuts  were  behind 
old  farms,  9211-2. — Tenants  of  “ cuts  ” not  under 
Land  Court  as  judicial  tenants,  9213. — Rent  bad 
been  reduced  for  tenant  of  300  acres  as  if  he  were 
tenant  of  the  whole,  9214. — 'Position  very  peculiar 
9215. — Plenty  of  enterprise  in  district  if  it  could  be 
developed,  9216. 

Enlargement  op  Holdings — Land  available. 

Addition  to  existing  holdings  more  beneficial 
than  migration  if  land  wore  to  be  got;  re- 
claiming mountains  was  throwing  away  money 
9219,  9271. — The  300  acres  wore  in  Crowhy, 
9220—110  acres  of  Rectory  land  available  for 
sale  if  wanted  by  Board,  9220-1,  9230. — 'Witness 
could  not  sell,  but  it  could  be  sold  by  his  ad  rice; 
60  acres  good  arable  land,  34  “ bent  ” ; would  not  s<U 
unless  price  offered  would  bring  in  similar  income 
to  what  land  made  now  when  let,  9222. — Thirty  ten- 
ants on  townland,  9223. — 110  acres  a good  deal  to 
divide  amongst  thirty,  9224— Men  would  emsider 
themselves  fair  farmers  with  four  acres  of  good 
Rectory  land,  9225. — Fair  value  would  be  given  in 
instalments,  9226. — Land  far  better  Inan  llie  £30 
mountain  cuts;  certain  mountain  cuts  valued  at  lid. 
and  2d.  an  acre ; Rectory  land  could  be  let  in  conacre 
for  £2  to  £3  an  acre,  9227. — Consent  of  incumbent, 
Select  Vestry  of  the  Church,  and  Bishop  required 
for  sale;  land  had  been  offered  for  sale,  9228— At 
Maghery  £2  or  £3  an  acre  got  for  letting  by  conacre, 

9229.  — Tenant  had  destroyed  land;  Church  land  would 
be  sold  if  price  could  be  got ; witness  would  advocate 
sale  to  tenants  if  he  thought  it  a benefit  to  country, 

9230.  — Board  had  not  been  communicated  with;  wit- 
ness not  anxious  to  sell  while  he  was  there;  no. 
parishioners  there,  all  three  or  four  miles  away ; 
he  liked  to  be  in  centre  of  his  work ; sale  advocated 
in  view  of  future  of  Church  and  people,  9231. — All 
land  in  same  position  had  been  sold,  9232. 

Live  Stock  Trade. 

Cattle  sold  young,  because  owners  could  not  keep 
them  in  the  winter,  9233, — No  green  crops  grown  that 
would  feed  cows,  9234. — Animals  sold  as  yearlings, 
fed  on  hay,  and  a little  drink,  9235— Should  be  fed 
on  roots  and  hay,  9236. — Hay  a plentiful  crop ; not 
sufficient  for  young  cattle,  9237. — Two-year-olds  might 
be  kept  out  on  grass,  not  yearlings,  9238. — No  cattle 
could  be  kept  out  in  winter,  9239. — Dealers  bought 
cattle  and  shipped  them  to  England  and  Scotland, 
9240. — Yearlings  not  shipped  straight  away;  one-and- 
a-half  year  olds  shipped,  9241-2— Beef  not  put  on 
till  two  years  old,  9243. — Frames  were  growing ; ani- 
mal could  not  be  sold  in  that  condition,  9244. — Period 
between  formation  of  frame  and  beginning  to  fatten, 
?245— Country  not  milk  country;  class  of  bull  to  be 
introduced  a Polled  Angus,  more  expensive,  but  rea- 
lised more  and  more  in  demand,  9245-7— Soil  unsuit- 
able for  shorthorns,  9247. 

Department  and  County  Council  doing  nothing. 

Agricultural  Department  did  nothing  for  improve- 
ment of  stock ; witness  knew  of  no  bull  between 
Maghery  and  Burtonport,  0248.— County  Council 
were  doing  nothing,  9249— Meetings  held  so  far  away 
representatives  did  not  attend,  9250. 
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Parish  Committee  Work. 

Witness  'was  chairman  of  Parish  Committee 
in  Dungloe,  owing  to  Monsignor  Gallagher's  illness, 
9251. — Committee  worked  well,  but  had  not  enough 
money ; £70  for  Lettermacward,  and  nearly  150  appli- 
cants; most  needy  selected,  and  third  or  fourth  con- 
tributed to  expenditure  on  improvements,  9253. — No 

S?s  given,  9254. — Money  given  according  to  results, 
.—System  encouraged  people  to  start  works  and 
expend  more  money,  9256. — £4  the  limit,  9257. — Ap- 
plicants selected  and  help  given  to  twenty  or  thirty, 
9258. — Committee  knew  more  of  people’s  wants  than 
•County  Council,  9259.- — Congested  Districts  Board 
would  get  information  through  Parish  Committee  or 
parish  priest,  9260. — Committee  could  help  in  making 
roads  if  they  had  more  money,  9261. — People  in  wit- 
ness’s district  most  laborious  in  road-making,  9262. — 
They  would  undertake  the  making  if  given  tne  money, 
9263,  9265-6. — They  made  bog  roads,  not  main  roads, 
9264. — Money  wanted  to  improve  houses,  9265. — 
People  did  not  He  out  of  grant  for  more  than  six 
months,  9267. — Could  be  paid  by  shorter  instalments 
if  Committee  had  the  money,  9268. 

Development  Proposed. 

Work  of  Committees  capable  of  considerable  deve- 
lopment, 9269. — Local  needs  better  dealt  with  by 
■them  than  Rural  or  County  Council,  9270-1. — Consti- 
tution of  Parish  Committee  satisfactory  ; if  powers 
were  enlarged,  election  might  have  to  be  resorted  to, 
9289-92. 


Mountains  Very  Little  Use  for  Grazing— Fences 
Needed. 


Mountains  only  fit  for  game  unless  planted, 
9271. — Very  little  use  for  grazing,  9272. — No 

entrance  and  herd  necessary,  9273.— Mountains 
common  grazing,  9274,  9277-8. — Not  used  on 

account  of  herding  difficulty,  9274. — Fencing  would 
pay;  it  was  a fine  country  for  sheep,  9275. — Witness 
had  fenced  his  land  for  £36,  borrowed  from  Church 
Body;  would  not  cost  more  in  same  circumstances  to 
fence,  a mountain,  9276. — Common  tenants  of  moun- 
tains were  judicial  tenants  of  Lord  Conyngham,  9279. 
— Question  of  landlord  fencing  mountain ; owing  to 
feeling  in  country  about  Government  landlord’s  inte- 
rest in  his  property  nil,  9280-1.— Landlord  could  let 
game  part  of  land  without  tenants  claiming  compen- 
sation, 9282. — Game  would  be  there  if  land  were 
grazed,  but  destroyed  if  holdings  were  made,  9283. — 
Grazing  facilities  were  there,  but  useless  for  lack  of 
fences,  9284. — Farmer  of  ten  or  twelve  acres  could  not 
•employ  shepherd,  9285. — Absence  of  sheep  in  district 
was  striking,  9288. 


Domestic  Economy  Classes. 

Co-operation  of  witness  had  not  been  asked  in  re- 
gard to  cookery  and  lace-making;  system  adopted  for 
teaching  cookery  not  beneficial ; machinery  of  Ameri- 
can stove,  etc.,  entirely  different  from  peat  turf  fire  of 
the  people,  though  people  learnt  something,  9293-5. 
— laundry  and  cooking  best  learnt  by  a woman 
going  to  service,  9296 ; no  repugnance  to  domestic 
service;  girls  went  to  the  Lagan,  and  it  was  a God 
send  and  improvement  to  the  girls,  9297-8.— No  girl 
oioi  d J?G  senfc  awa.y  tiU  fourteen  or  fifteen,  9299 
y301.— Cookery  could  not  be  taught  in  schools  except 
in  large  centres;  could  be  done  in  large  centres,  such 
aS  i 1ungioe>  by  drafting  all  seniors  into  large  centre 
and  having  infant  schools,  9300.— No  use  to  have  in- 
structress going  round  to  schools;  children  left  at 
twelve  and  could  not  learn  before  that,  9301.— Ele- 
ments of  chemistry  of  cooking  taught  in  schools  • more 
than  that  impossible;  children  only  attended  school 
three  or  four  months  a year,  9302. 


Development  of  Industries. 

Witness  did  not  believe  in  charity  help  to  induf 
tries;  start  might  be  given,  but  unless  firm  carrie 
it  on  it  would  fail,  9303. 

Knitting  Machines  and  Truck  System. 

Knitting  machines  provided  by  Congested  District 
Board  were  paid  for  into  the  bank ; machines  hire 
by,sll0P8’  Paid  f°r  bv  the  week  to  the  shop,  an. 
never  became  property  of  knitters,  9303-4 —Witnes 
unew  one  or  two  girls  who  had  paid  instalments  t 
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Board  and  now  owned  machines,  9305. — Explanation 
of  tickets  cashed  in  shop ; system  started  by  Mr. 
Sweeney,  of  Dungloe ; knitting  was  left  at  Depot  ad- 
joining shop,  and  ticket  for  value  given;  ticket  was 
then  presented  in  shop  and  paid  for  in  money  or 
goods ; many  made  8s.  or  10s.  a week  that  way,  9306-8. 
— Industry  carried  on  technically  within  the  law, 
9310. 


Kelp  Burning. 

Seaweed  burnt  for  kelp  ; £300  made  in  three 
months  by  thirty  families  in  previous  year,  present 
year  only  £100 ; road  to  strand  disputed  as  right  of 
way  through  Rectory  land;  seaweed  originally  meant 
for  glebe  tenants;  now  country  carts  took  it  away 
before  Maghery  people  were  up,  9310. — Witness  had 
offered  to  close  road,  but  people  of  Maghery  refused 
to  bear  expense,  9311. — Road  only  cart  road,  9312-3. 
— Japanese  were  underselling  Irish  in  iodine  made  by 
chemical  process,  9314-5. — Soap  stone  quarry,  ma- 
chinery, and  mill  obsolete,  9316. 


Soapstone. 

Soapstone  used  for  lubricating  large  wheels,  like 
French  clay,  9317. 


Tourist  Development. 

Extension  of  road  from  Falmore  to  Trawenagh  Bay 
great  assistance  in  development  as  tourist  county ; 
tourist  development  in  infancy ; Congested  Districts 
Board  might  make  road  and  hand  over  to  County 
Council  for  up-keep,  9318. — Road  only  four  miles, 
complete,  9319-20. — Improvement  of  Maghery  to  Fal- 
more-road  necessary,  9321. 


BRENNAN,  Mr.  KENNY  J. 

Landing  Place  for  Fish  Needed — No  Help  from 

CoNGESTFD  'DISTRICTS  BOARD. 

Absence  of  landing  place,  twenty-five  or  thirty 
miles  of  coast,  practically  all  fish  landed  at 
Burtonport  caught  in  witness's  parish,  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  neglect  to  do  anything  to 
further  fishing  industry  in  spite  of  repeated  applica- 
tions, Bank  Committee  at  general  meeting  called  on 
Board  to  do  something ; shoals  of  fish  seen  off  coast 
eight  years  before,  people  made  landing  place  them- 
selves and  got  boats  with  assistance  of  a merchant, 
Mr.  J.  Boyle,  they  fished  for  two  or  three  seasons, 
witness  fished  for  three  seasons,  landing  most 
dangerous  9323-4. — Board  had  blasted  away  a 
few  rocks  and  assisted  to  make  road  to  landing 
place,  a few  hundred  yards  long,  9324, 

Agricultural  Bank  in  Bungloe. 

Bank’s  money  very  limited,  loans  only  made 
for  agricultural  purposes,  9324. — Could  be  made 
for  industrial  purpose,  such  as  starting  a 
cooperage  or  boat-building  yard  if  funds  were 
available,  9326-8,  9335. — 'Barrels  and  boats  could 
go  away  by  sea,  Board  paid  no  attention  to 
applications  for  assistance,  9328. — .Bank’s  capital 
£200,  9329. — Capital  could  be  increased  if  people  got 
more  confidence,  bank  only  two  years  in  existence, 
9330. — Confidence  of  people  would  increase,  9331. — 
Four  per  cent,  interest  given,  capital  could  not  be 
risked  on  industrial  enterprise  unless  success  were 
certain,  9332. — Four  per  cent,  given  to  encourage 
people,  6£  charged  on  loans  of  £1  for  a month,  9333.— 
Margin  required  for  working  expenses,  9334. — Some- 
thing could  be  done  with  margin  when  capital  in- 
creased, 9335.— -Branch  of  Northern  Bank  in  parish 
9336. — Northern  Bank  did  not  lend  to  farmers  on  their 
own  security,  9337,  9339. — Loans  made  to  farmers  to- 
pay  bills  at  shops,  shopkeepers  going  security,  9338, 
9340,  9343. — Bank's  profit  was  7|  per  cent,  discount, 
9341-2. — No  carpet  factories  in  Upper  Rosses  parish, 
two  in  Lower  Rosses,  people  thought  this  un- 
fair, 9344-5,  9349. — Part  of  witness’s  county  as 
poor  as  Annagry,  beside  Dungloe,  Diamond,  Derry- 
druel,  and  all  Maghery  electoral  district,  9346-8. 
— Plenty  of  room  for  development  of  Agricul- 
k 
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tural  Bank  with  bigger  capital,  9350. — Agricultural 
Co-operative  Society,  which  supplied  implements 
quite  apart  from  bank,  both  started  under  Agricul- 
tural Organisation  Society,  9351,  9364.— The  two  co- 
operated, 9352.— Loans  given  principally  to  buy  stock, 
cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  or  horse,  9353-5. — On  repayment 
of  loan  a man  often  applied  for  another,  9356. — 
Foals  bought  and  kept  about  two  years  and  then 
sold,  9357.— No  bad  debts  in  bank,  9358,  9362.— Six 
or  seven  Agricultural  Banks  in  county,  9359. — All 
doing  well,  9360.— Loans  often  refused"  9361.— Con- 
fidence in  bank  growing,  money  always  spent  for  pur- 
pose it  was  given  for,  9363.— Bank  was  under  Organi- 
sation Society.  9365. — A voluntary  society  and  private 
concern,  9366-7. 

Live  Stock  Improvement— Board  Had  Done  Better 
than  Department. 

Cattle  and  sheep  in  district  deteriorating 
since  Congested  Districts  Board  transferred  busi- 
ness to  Agricultural  Department,  bulls  obtained 
from  Board  on  better  terms  than  from  De- 
partment, Department’s  prices  prohibitive,  farmers 
had  to  go  fifty  or  sixty  miles  to  select  animals,  and 
«>  refused  to  borrow  money  for  purchase,  0367.— 
Board  had  attended  to  people’s  wants  better  than 
Department  in  other  places,  though  not  in  witness’s 
district,  9368. 

Parish  Committees. 

Board  established  Parish  Committees,  9369.— 
Witness  had  seen  no  improvement  since  estab- 
lishment, 9372.— Committee  appointed  by  County 
Council  to  act  with  Agricultural  Department  in  re- 
gard to  management  of  animals,  9373. 

Friction  Between  Department  and  County 
Council. 

Friction  between i County  Council  and  Agricultural 
department  9374-5.— Department  had  not  sent  aori- 

®375— County  Committee  of  County  Council 
^-tbe  <OT?P°£ed  <?f  representatives  of  various 
from  Tdc  ^,ltn(e?s,dld  not  know  whether  there  was  one 
937M)  d ’ anyway  he  was  not  rer7  active. 

Poultry. 

outli^S  "If?  t0  fowl  mark*t  in  Dungloe, 

not  fin'  wl8  un^tisfactory , Department  would 
not  Help  to  improve  quality,  9379. 

Hackney  Sires  a Failure. 
dissatisfi«1  with  sire  horse  sent  by  the 

a rsa^ifis^  ^p“*^  i 

as^torm®  rSXmtol  • “™  % I"“<*  “ Scotland 

ns.it  w.,-  ti,o  Jh  rtiKSS 

rCl  dmv‘  rltoSb  .»*  mX;  « 

ing  9386  “ lome  “4  district  eelf-suppeS 
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Migration  Prospects. 

Wtiness  thought  nngration  ' not  so  mBoo., 
kr  . as  was  supposed,  would  migrate  hffif 
until  family  of  nine  under  falourabtejto 
eumstances,  MOM.  9412,  9425— Only  drawback  mSi 
be  no  convenient  school,  9403— Would  go  if  he  S? 
forty  years  older,  9405. — Others  would  go  if  they 
evidence  of  the  inducement,  9406— Placard 
available  land  would  bring  inquirers  seeing  land 
themselves  more  conclusive,  9407-9— give  left  to  Bird 
to  determine,  middling  area  would,  appear  UelftS 
small  holdings  in  witness’s  district,  9410  —Sending 
HK  precarious,  migration  preferreif 

9411  —Would:  go  to  any  part  of  Ireland,  9412- 
People  would  require  to  see  laud  offered  by  Concerted 
Districts  Board,  9415— Would  take  their  word  ®?s  to 
houses,  etc.,  to  be  built,  9414-6. 

Emigration  of  1883-4. 

18M‘t”M17''p  “Jih  c°™try  in  1883 
1884,  9417. — Remembered  emigration  schemed  in 
Beaver  Island,  Canada,  9418-S 
hng  to  go,  9419. — Families  that  wen/  sSt- 

tered  over  cities  and  towns,  etc.,  9420.— S'carcelv 
any  had  gone  to  Canada  since,  9421.— They  went  to 
United  States,  9422.-Emigration  a proof  fSies 
under  hardships  were  willing  to  move,  9423.— Greater 

readiness  to  move  elsewhere  in  Ireland,  9424 Wit 

ness  preferred  migration  to  emigration,  9425.— Land 
left  would  extend  holdings  of  remaining  tenants,  one 
942fiheohlt  fRfors  \n  question  of  congestion, 

pSe”^!®1®  “d“Ste“  ""to14  al*>  Mp  solve 

Turbary. 

, £ad  become  very  costly,  price  thirty- 

five  years  before,  Is..  6 d.  to  2s.  6 d.  for  trespass 
1 ‘‘djrk>”  ^29,-Paid  to  tenant  Sg 
i i tre?Pass>  only  claimed 


WARD,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Holding  of  Witness. 

inferior  landf'sjgo  —Valuation*3  I*/  ?alf  acres  of 
9s-,  9391. — Witness  had  Sw  f land  1Iv"  of  h<>nse 
beside  farm,  9392.  iei  sources  of  livelihood 

Occupations  of  Family 

■ S'JSLSZ  i “Jf  *»  toonflm, 

tks 

“ tckxl  Mt  hii«l  « ItTfZ 


bog,  landlord  did  iot  get  tSp,,^  *riy"‘Sf 
*?  hog,  9430-1—- Wita  M foS 
ond  s half  mile,  instead  of  a quarter  of  a mile  to 
hog,  and  paid  10:  for  "trespass”  of  a "dirk” 
-XX7 o'"’  “ dirks”  considered  necessary  for 'a 
family,  they  now  tried  to  make  one  do,  9431-2,- 
There  was  usual  cost,  of  cutting,  winnowing  and 

Di riqd  e6t10n’  r€1?edy  suggested,  Congested 
Suit/fi  ?i  ard  b°S  land  «■"<!  do  the  most 

rTifif  ? "}g  Tt]l  at  tbey  oould,  9432,  9433,  9439  — 

toltr?  9S2  SteuTThi?!?  p“pI*  ,ro»  too- 

^ had  ^een  done  by  owners  sell- 
wags  f<)  P^P1?  who  reclaimed  it,  that 

^mnnity,  9433.— And'  a short- 
infifi?  P/1Cy’  ?434'~In  inspecting  new  land,  fuel  an 
of  turbary  would 

JJSS3  to  TTr’-  rdett  of  reclamation 

iKT  9437  ,wiraV,ng  community  at 

3’  / sbiliings  a “dirk”  paid  for  several 

y?a,rs.  by  witness,  tenant  s own  price  given  for  sake 

]mS,ortrSitTS’  9438— might  be  Pnt  into 
944(1  1 t { to  manag®  on  behalf  of  Board, 

Indebtedness. 

StekT£l-.”d<iW1<1”“s  to  Northern  and  Joint 
to Tav  Mils  Iarge,  ”»»K7  borrowed  from  bank 
“1 JSL  at.  *»f>S:  merchant  being  security,  pro- 

71  ne?  C.nf  "Ti  tor  four  or  five  months,  interest 
oam  L n •’  ' to-pieeiier  needed  accounts  paid  to 
SSin«  J™moss,  .people  on  shore  paid  oS  detto  with 
K wfv*  to?  4shmg  witness’s  family  had  made  £15 
8443  m'-  ?-  4 I”"'"'  '-  had  mneh  indehteiness,  9441, 

taeSer  c?gi'?t">“  wo':i-:  mitigate  evil,  9442— Shep- 
Slrtite  W P.‘:<K?eSS  ,4ehtor  if  there  were  chattels 
^ P»pte  glad  of 
bv  shonl-eJL,  go!r-q  to  bank,  9444. — Interest  charged 
tomfr?  a?  °”’J  .?■ r arrangement  agreed  to  by  mis- 
S™  liss  -toe'58  ;lleg“J’  9?45-6.  9456-8. — Instances 
fin«’  r r!.  ntorest  paid  to  bank  on  the  four  months, 
j”LLft  £ f h-^le  if  one  day  late,  9447.- 
not  added  to  bill 

1— _ it  f ’ ^^-S.—Indebtetlness  of  fishing  people  . 

°™erl7'  9450— Away  from  fishing  indeb/d- 
to  solverv’-i.  ’jenang,  _ appearance  of  house  no  guide  as 
rife'  occupier,  9451. — Merchant  usually  sent 
printed  form  of  account  giving  amount,  items  neces- 
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WARD,  Me.  JOHN— continued. 

sary  if  lie  wished  to  sue,  9452-5. — Bills  did  not 
usually  contain  statement  that  interest  would  be 
charged,  done  in  some  instances,  9458. — No  licence 
for  merchants  selling  goods  in  general,  except  tobacco, 
9459. 


Number  of  Licensed  Houses. — Shops  Should  Not 
be  Licensed. 

Some  shops  had  spirit  licences,  9460. — Too  much 
spent  on  drink,  scandalous  number  of  licences 
given,  reduction  of  number  of  public-houses  needed, 
9461,  9466. — Better  if  public-house  were  a mile  from 
shop,  not  with  it,  debt  would  be  less,  as  the  amount 
for  drink  would  add  to  it,  9462. — Man  with  a liking 
for  drink  would  be  tempted  to  drink  when  buying 
other  things  if  shop  were  a licensed  house,  9463. — 
Man  who  had  had  a drink  would  buy  mol's  goods, 
9464-5. — Large  proportion  of  people  in  favour  of 
temperate  habits,  too  much  intemperance  in  the  past, 
9467. — Witness  would  have  liked  law  preventing  new 
licences  to  have  been  made  fifty  years  before,  9468-70. 

Purchase  No  Benefit  to  Poorest  Tenants  Unless 
Terms  were  Favourable. 

Wtih  regard  to  purchasing  estates  from  landlords, 
poorest  classes  better  off  as  they  Were,  they  had  no 
•chattels,  so  landlord’s  only  remedy  was  eviction,  and 
he  therefore  often  let  them  off  their  rent  for  one  or 
more  years,  if  land  were  purchased  they  must  pay 
their  instalments  or  go;  unless  estates  were  bought 
at  reasonable  prices,  so  that  annual  annuity  were  less 
than  rent,  the  poorest  class  would  be  worse  off ; 
impartial  valuer  should  be  sent  to  fix  a just  price, 
tenants  would  like  too  low  and  landlords  too  high  a 
price,  9471-5. — 'Wiser  for  estates  to  be  bought  through 
Congested  Districts  Board  than  Land  Commission,  if 
they  bought  at  reasonable  price,  9473. 

Right  to  Seaweed. 

Seaweed  a matter  of  great  importance  in  case  of 
purchase  by  Board,  in  spite  of  people's  right  from 
time  immemorial,  landlord  hod  claimed  it  as  his 
fifty  years  ago,  and  used  it  for  his  own  purposes,  he 
had  divided  it  most  inconveniently,  people  living  in 
the  north  had  to  go  south  for  it,  and  vice  versa, 
people  living  inland  mostly  sold  it  to  someone  else, 
best  way  would  be  for  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
take  it  .over  and  divide  it  equitab'y,  would  not  cost 
much,  9476-7,  9481. — If  Board  purchased  estate,  rights 
would  fall  to  it,  9487. — Immemorial  right  had  been 
interfered  with  before  and  might  be  again,  9479-80. 
— If  Board  took  over  seaweed  it  would  interfere  with 
landlord’s  as  well  as  tenant’s  right,  9481. 


SWEENEY,  Vert  Rev.  Canon. 

Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  had  been  parish  priest  at  Killybegs  for  ten 
years  and  at  Ardara  for  eleven ; had  been  a member 
of  County  Committee  of  Agriculture  since  its  forma- 
tion, 9485. 


Enlargement  of  Fishermen’s  Holdings  at  St. 

John’s  Point. 

•St.  John’s  Point  Migration  Scheme:  St.  John’s 
Point  a headland  coming  out  four  miles  into  Donegal 
Bay,  Killybegs  on  the  north,  Inver  Bay  on  the  south  ; 
all  inhabitants,  except  schoolmaster,  fishermen ; those 
nearest  mainland  had  farms,  those  at  extremity  of 
1 omt  no  land,  only  hovels;  landlord,  Mr.  C.  Treden- 
mck;  area  420  acres,  280  used  by  landlord  for  grazing, 
not  milch  cows,  milk  got  two  ‘or  three  miles  away ; 
■Board  had  bought  place  and  interest  of  a tenant  with 
grazing  farm  of  60  acres  who  did  not  live  there; 
Board  thus  had  340  acres  in  their  own  hands  and 
*\me  or  ten  tenanted  holdings  on  remainder ; Board 
tnen  divided  land,  enlarging  existing  holdings  and 
giving  to  landless  fishermen ; made  roads,  built  and 
improved  houses;  each  new  tenant  got  six  to  ten  acres, 
according  to  quality  of  land ; holdings  large  enough 
lor  fishermen;  doubt  as  to  prudence  of  such  small 
holdings  m case  of  failure  of  fish;  sea  harvest  as 
dependable  as  land,  9485,  9491.— Rent  charged  for 
land  and  houses,  £5  to  £7  or  2s.  6 d.  a week;  Con-- 
gesfced  Districts  Board’s  work  a great  success;  some 
others  m neighbourhood  .also  given  plots ; total  num- 
ber of  families  provided  for  forty  or  fifty,  9484.-49 


SWEENEY,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 

holdings  occupied,  two  unoccupied,  9485. — Some  of 
the  tenants  called  migrants  on  return  given  by  Board 
had  had  houses  on  estate  before  and  were  given  land, 
9486-9. — Not  so  many  as  fifty-five  holdings,  9488-9. — 
Migrants  came  from  immediate  district,  9490,  9506. — 
Tenants  could  not  live  from  land  alone,  but  better  off 
than  with  no  land,  9492. — Some  of  the  landless 
people  were  sons  of  tenants,  9493. 


Sub-Division. 

Getting  a site  and  building  a hovel  was 
hardly  sub-division,  9494. — Holdings  too  small 

to  sub-divide,  9495. — 'Fishermen  there  from  time 
immemorial,  9496. — Tenants’  sons  built  houses 

without  land  rather  than  go  away,  9497. — 

Sub-division  should  be  strongly  prohibited,  9498,  9500. 
— Board  had  the  power  until  annuities  were  paid  off 
that  is  for  next  69  years,  9501-2. — Holdings  as  ar- 
ranged were  sufficient,  9503,  9507. — If  a holder’s  son 
married,  an  upper  story  could  be  built  to  house  and 
the  two  families  could  live  on  land;  a yearling  well 
attended  to  would  pay  the  rent,  9499,  9508. — One  class 
of  fish  might  fail  at  St.  John’s  Point;  four  or  five 
chances  in  the  year,  herring,  mackerel,  whiting,  had- 
dock, etc.,  9504. — People  had  lived  there  by  fishing 
many  generations,  9505. — Fishing  could  be  developed. 
Larger  boats  than  yawls  required,  9509. 


Brenter  Estate  Available  for  Migration. 

1,067  acres  of  coast  land  on  Brenter  Estate 
available  for  purchase,  9510-2. — Land  blue  till 
clay,  bottom  land,  used  as  grazing ; landlord 
Mr.  Bustard,  9513. — Evicted  land,  9513,  9515. 
No  demesne  in  it;  sixty  families  evicted  in 
1847  or  1848  by  Mr,  Houghton,  9514.— Board 
hod  offered  to  purchase ; price  asked  extrava- 
gant, 9515.-— Property  suited  for  fishermen;  people 
in  fishing  village  of  Inver  near  by  living  in  miserable 
houses,  9515,  9535. — Mr.  Bustard  dia  not  live  oh 
land ; only  way  of  dealing  with  property  was  to 
ascertain  income  derived  and  offer  price  to  yield  that 
income,  9515-8,  9522-3. — Or  else  . offer  a Government 
annuity,  9519,  9523. — With  the  option  of  converting 
it  into  cash  at  any  time,  9520,  9524,  9526. — Witness 
did  not  think  an  annuity  in  perpetuity  much  more 
trouble  to  Government  than  lump  sum,  9524. — There 
were  securities  yielded  more  than  3 per  cent.  9521. — 
Terms  of  Land  Conference : sum  offered  should  yield 
income  if  invested  at  3i  per  cent,  were  reasonable, 
9525— No  grazing  tenants  on  property,  9527.— Same 
principle  should  be  applied  to  a grazing  tenant,  9588. 
— Government  security  in  perpetuity  better  bargain 
than  deteriorating  land;  cattle  had  gone  wild  on 
Brenter  Estate  some  years  ago,  and  hunters  came 
from  Scotland  to  shoot  them  and  took  aVay  the  flesh 
and  sold  it,  9529-30. — Landlord’s  net  income  must  be 
estimated  by  experts,  9530. — State  should  acquire 
land  in  order  to  arrange  holdings  of  poor  occupiers ; 
individual  from  whom  land  was  taken  should -not  be 
a loser ; he  would  be  a gainer  if  he  got  State  security 
for  his  income,  9531-2. — Many  small  holders  -on  bor- 
der of  Brenter  Estate  whose  holdings  could  be  en- 
larged, 9533,  9536.— Union  of  Glenties' very  congested, 
larged,  9533,  9536. 


Congestion  in  Glenties. 

Union  of  Glenties  very  congested,  three  parishes, 
Killybegs,  Kalcar,  Glencolumbkille  average  rat- 
ing little  over  £2 ; population,  9,027 ; num- 
ber of  holdings,  3,037,  valuation,  £7,603,  9534  — 
it  ness  thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  migrants  to  take  up  land  remaining  after 
enlargement  of  holdings  in  district,  9537.— Bowan 
Estate,  about  five  miles  from  Killybegs,  owners 
n^oSrS'm  MuSgrave'  evicted  ]and  used  for  grazing. 
9538.— Tenants  evicted  in  1848  or  1849  by  Messrs. 
Musgraves  predecessors,  9539. - Messrs.  Musgrave  not 
willing  to  sell ; Brenter  land  might  be  available  for 
migrants  after  dealing  with  districts ; much  conges- 
tion  in  Glencolumbkille  and  part  of  Kilcar,  9540— 
Beople  inland  as  poor  as  on  St.  John’s  Point,  9541— 
Don  promontories  suffered  from  lack  of  turl, 
U£>4<2—  Feople  on  mountains  in  misery,  but  eked  out 
an  existence,  9543. — Men  with  land  near  sea  more 
comfortable,  9544— Turbary  in  neighbourhood  of 
Brenter  property.  9545. 
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Carpet  Factory. 

Carpet  factory  started  by  Mr.  Morton  -with  assist- 
ance from  Congested  Districts  Board  employed 
about  100  girls,  similar  factory  in  Kilcar ; 
average  wage  six  shillings  a week,  9546,  9558. 
— Same  as  in  Carlisle,  less  cost  of  carriage  of  ma- 
terials, 9546,  9560.— Could  not  be  increased  on  account 
of  foreign  competition,  9546. — Employees  satisfied, 
6547. — Attendance,  at  factory  fell  off  during  harvest 
and  diminished  weekly  wage,  9549,  9555,  9559.— Fac- 
tory could  accommodate  200,  9550. — Only  120  avail- 
able, 9551. — Plenty  of  orders  for  work,  9552. — Would 
like  more  girls  if  they  could  get  them,  9553. 
— Little  domestic  work  done,  9554. — Everyone 

not  employed  at  home  and  within  ~easonable 
distance  employed  in  factory,  9555-6.— Some 

travelled  two  miles,  those  beyond  two  -milps 
sometimes  stopped  in  town  during  winter ; hours, 
7.30  a.m.  to  6 p.m.,  9554,  9557. — Were  engaged  for 
nine  and  a-half  hours  a day  and  had  half-day  on 
Saturday,  9557. — Deductions  for  non-attendance, 


SWEENEY,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 

9583-4,  9586.— Knowledge  put  into  practice  in  their 
own  homes  in  the  future,  9585,  9590.— They  had  somt 
practice  in  cooking  their  breakfasts,  etc.,  at  homo 
9587,  9591.— Classes  had  a general  educative  effect’’ 
9589.— Consumption  of  the  viands  the  most  attractive- 
part  of  syllabus,  9592. 


Fishing  Industry.— Piers  j 
Required. 


• Boat  Slips 


Emigration. 

Not  much  emigration  to  Canada ; average-  emi- 
gration 100  a year;  last  nine  months,  119,  9561— 
Employment  in  factory  tended  to  prevent  women 
emigrating,  9562-3.— Industries  for  men  must  be 
started  to  keep  boys  at  home,  9563. 

Spinning  Factory  Question. 

, Spinning  factory  to  supply  yarn  for  carpets  had 
been  Mr.  Morton’s  original  project;  it  would 
give  employment  to  men  and  boys  to  save  car- 
riage of  materials  from  Paisley,  enabling  manu- 
facturer to  give  girls  better  wages  and  keep 
them  longer  at  work  ; young  girls  very  anxious 
to  work  and  could  soon  make  as  much  as 
0li  jOIiet:  ,no  ProSressive  increase  of  wages  the 
only  drawback ; water  power  was  convenient  and 
owned  by  Mr.  Morton,  and  Donegal  wool  suitable; 
not  enough  consumption  of  material  at  first  to  justify 
starting  spinning  factor there  would  be  new,  and 
■Board  would  probably  help  the  start,  9564. 

Sheep  Farming. 

Donegal  wool  would  be  sufficient  te  meet  demands  ; 
aU  mountains  round  used  for  grazing  sheep,  9565— 
Wool  sent  away  in  bulk  at  present,  large  price  not 
obtained,  9566.— Fanners  near  mountains  all  had 
sneep  on  mountain,  held  in  common,  9567-8. — Con- 
trnC-t81. I^ard  had  rams  for  improv- 

ing breed  , district  not  under  Board  now,  9569. 

Embroidery  and  Lace  Classes. 

Embroidery  only  other  industry ; 2s.  6 d.  to  3s  a 
week  made  at  that,  9546,  9554,  9570— Lace  class  es- 
tablished by  Board  in  Bruckless,  9570— Instructress 
paid  by  Board,  9570,  9580— About  fortv  cirls  at- 
®5?0.  95T7-— Not  quite  a year  estlblished, 
ap very  httle  earned  at  present;  girls  only  ap- 
os7QtlC?o  9571:— Prlce  got  depended  on  market,  9572, 
ao/a— i ds.  or  15s.  a week  exceptional,  9573— Witness 
was  against  establishment  of  lace  industry  as  there 
was  a factory,  not  room*  for  -both,  9574  — 
Numbers  attending  class  falling  off,  9576— Better 
wages  paid  for  embroidery;  lace  class  at  Bally- 
shanron  made  better  quality  lace  and  was  better  paid 
tnan  where  classes  were  not  well  established,  9579. 

Domestic  Economy  Classes. 

instructress  paid  1, 
M s|ftv  T s Bofrd'  “*»«W  and  success 
om)  1 P “’.antj  pupils  got  certificates.  9577, 

9581— 0 asses  i„  Kilcar,  Inver,  and  Bruckles.;  9581 
-Domestic  economy  taught  in  National  School^  could 
S °n  on  account 

9582C^M  « P'aotioe  t.ight, 

9582. -Girls  who  attended  hod  not  gonf  out  to  service : 
classes  intended  for  factory  girls,  Iho  attended  CTem 
mg  classes ; other  girls  attended  day  classes  9583  — 
Factory  girls  had  little  opportunity  te  icon  S'™ 
domestic  knowledge;  the,  5«,mt  i/i„  the T,”! 


Boat  slip  at  Cassan  Sound  considered  bv 
Congested  Districts  Board ; Engineer  had  in- 
spected place ; slip  would  cost  more  than  ex 
pected,  9594— £500  to  £1,000,  9595— Cassan  Sound 
on  south  side  of  St.  John’s  Point,  9596— St.  John’s 

Point  ran  south-west  and  north-east,  9597. pjer 

wanted  for  large  boats  at  Ballymacdonell,  9597,  9604 
—In  Inver  Bay  close  to  Dunkineely,  deepening  of' 
river  required  and  small  basin  to  keep  boats-  old 
pier  at  Portnacross  might  be  repaired  by  Board ;’  such 
work  not  costly  and  very  valuable,  9598— Killybuo& 
Bay  not  much  used  because  fishing  not  successful  fill 
last  two  years,  9599,  9602. 

Provision  of  Boats. 

People  had  no  large  boats,  only  yawls  • 
Board  had  offered  boats;  offer  not  taken  ad- 
vantage  of ; boats  in  demand  now,  9599— Large 
numbex  of  fish  landed  at  Killybegs  last  Sep- 
tember, 9600. — Few  Zulu  boats  used;  mostly  yawls 
9601— People  did  not  go  to  Killybegs  with  yawls - 
could  pull  them  up  where  they  lived ; herring" 
whiting,  haddock,  and  lobster  only  fishing  done  with 
yawls,  9602. — Some  yawls  at  Killybegs;  boats  at 
Largy  near  Portnacross  formerly,  9603. — St.  John’s 
Point  fishermen  kept  boats  at  home,  9604— Because 
there  was  no  pier  for  largo  boats,  9605— Inver  and 
Donegal  boats  good  for  fishing,  but  only  yawls,  Teelin 
men  the  first  to  get  larger  boats  and  go  round  coast, 
some  brought  home  £30,  9649— Buyers  went 

down  for  fish,  9606-7. — Ordinary  fishing  sent  to 
Dunkineely  railway  station  and  to  Glasgow  and 
Manchester  if  they  were  not  satisfied  with  buyers’ 
prices,  9607. — Ballymacdonnell  half  a mile  from 

railway,  9608— No  pier  there,  9609— Good  harbour 
and  accommodation  at  Killybegs,  9610— Harbour 
crowded  with  boats  a fortnight  before,  9611,  9614  — 
From  Arklow,  Galway,  and  Scotland,  9612— Fish- 
ing boats  congregated  where  fishing  was,  9613— 
Herring  did  not  remain  long;  must  be  discovered  at 
once  to  be  profitable,  9614. 

Boat-Building — Possibilities  of  Development. 

Boat-buiding  yard  under  Saint  Columba’s- 

•School  assisted  by  Board ; instructors  appointed 
by  'Board  built  best  boats  in  whole  fleet ; 
yard  should  be  extended,  9614.— -Established 

six  or  seven  years,  9615.— No  large  boats 

built;  yawls,  ten  yawls  ordered  for  Mr.  Fleming  for 
salmon  fishing,  9616-8. — Nineteen  nobbies  and  sixty- 
seven  yawls  built  since  establishment,  9619  (note). — 
Three-fourths  of  boats  for  herring  fishery  built  in 
Scotland ; more  apprentices  wanted  for  yard ; only 
tour  boats  could  be  built  in  one  year,  9620,  9631— 
£rn\Ce  °f  *oats  *n  Scotland  and  Ireland  about  same, 
-2-— Formerly  a yard  in  Arran  Island,  9623— 
Difficulty  of  taking  materials  to  island,  9624. — Killy- 
begs more  suitable  for  yard,  9625— Demand  for  boats 
in  excess  of  supply  from  Ireland;  had  to  be  got 
from  Scotland,  9626. — Large  boats  given  to  fisher- 
~IL  by  Congested  Districts  Board  on  share  system, 

9 £shing  'were  found  remunerative  there 

would  be  demand  for  boats,  9628— Existing  yard  a 
private  enterprise,  9629. — Board  in  purchasing 
boats  should  give  Irish  yards  first  chance,  9630. 

They  had  to  go  elsewhere  at  present  as  boats 
were  not  produced  in  Ireland,  9631— Yard  could  be 
developed  if  there  were  chance  of  sale  of  boats,  9632-4. 
— Itegular  specification  for  materials,  etc.,  of  boats, 
9638.— Wood  got  from  Galway  and  Derry, 
Board  indifferent  as  to  where  wood  came  from, 
9639— "Wood  as  well  seasoned  as  in  Scotland,  boats 
considered  as  good,  9640— Price  of  material  brought 
from  .Scotland  could  not  be  compared  with  price  of 
native  wood,  prices  only  compared  on  completion  of 
boat,  9642. — School  did  not  get  materials  from  Scot- 
land, ©641. 
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Sail-Making,  Net-Making,  and  Cooperage. 

Sail-making,  net-making,  and  cooperage  might 
be  started,  Killybegs  good  distributing  centre, 
4250.— Barrels  imported  this  year,  9642. — Some  from 
Scotland,  some  from  Burtonport,  9642-3. — Net-making 
factory  in  Lisburn,  yawls  got  nets  there,  gear  of  boat 
oost  £6Q-£160,  9644. — ‘Machinery  or  hand-made  nets 
might  be  introduced,  9644a.— Loans  made  on  honesty 
of  fishermen,  only  £8  arrears  in  £10.000,  9645-6.— 
Teelin  men  the  pioneers  of  this  fishing,  very  successful 
at  first,  not  so  much  last  two  or  three  years,  condition 
in  Teelin  much  improved,  some  had  paid  off  shares 
on  boats,  9646. — More  fishermen  round  Teelin  than 
in  Killybegs,  9648. — A very  congested  district,  no  rail- 
way, fish  brought  to  Killybegs,  9648. — Teelin  further 
in  the  deep  than  Killybegs,  more  to  windward,  so 
men  got  to  fishing  ground  sooner,  9650-2. — More  boat- 
slips  and  piers  would  lead  more  men  to  have  boats, 
promotion  of  fishing  most  important,  9653. 

Road-Making. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  good  work  in 
district  in  regard  to  road-making  and  bridge  and  pier 
building,  roads  needed  in  a few  districts,  9653. — 
County  maintained  roads  and  bridges  made  by  Board 
fairly  satisfactory,  9654-7. 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  did  useful  work,  9658. — 
Prize  system  used,  9659. — Sixty  or  seventy  prizes, 
100  or  120  competitors,  9660. — Always  some  who 
did  not  receive  prize,  prizes  sometimes  divided  if  work 
■was  inferior,  and  more  people  got  them  ; prizes  cal- 
culated on  inspector’s  estimate  of  value  of  work,  in- 
spector pointed  out  work  to  be  done,  returned  to  mark 
progress,  and  again  to  see  completion,  no  standard 
laid  down,  value  calculated  by  inspector  and  prize 
given  to  man  who  did  most  work  and  did  it  best, 
work  done  sometimes  ten  or  twelve  times  value  of 
prize,  sometimes  only  six  or  eight,  specification  of 
certain  things  laid  down,  size  of  doors,  etc.,  and 
distance  of  manure  heap  from  house,  9651,  9662-4. — 
System  no  more  degrading  than  school  prizes,  as  it 
was  competitive,  9661. — 'Smaller  prize  given  to  man 
who  could  not  afford  to  do  much,  9665. — 'Men  not 
allowed  to  compete  whose  houses  were  valued  over 
£4  or  drainage  £6,  9666-7,  9670. — Valuation  of  hold- 
ing a test  of  financial  position,  9669. — Man  building 
house  for  shop  not  allowed  to  compete,  9670-1. — 
Parish  Committee’s  business  with  small  holders  and 
for  sanitary  work,  9672-3. 


Duplicate  Machinery  for  Carrying  Out  -Sanitary 
Laws. 

Committee  did  better  work  than  sanitary  authori- 
ties, were  more  particular  in  some  ways,  but 
could  not  enforce  Public  Health  Act,  could 
only  induce  people  to  do  it  by  prizes,  inefficient 
work  of  sanitary  officers  was  a matter  for  the  sanitary 
authorities,  9674-6,  9680. — Sub-sanitary  officers  gave 
orders  to  sanitary  authorities,  9677. — His  superiors 
were  Board  of  Guardians  and  Rural  District  Council, 
9678-9. — He  had  duties  of  disinfection,  etc.,  as  well 
as  sanitary  work,  9679. — Parish  Committee  by  emula- 
tion brought  public  opinion  to  bear  in  favour  of 
sanitation,  9680. — Congested  Districts  Board  supplied 
pamphlet  to  members  of  Parish  Committees  on  prin- 
ciples of  drainage,  9681-2. — Scheme  of  proposed  prizes, 
names  of  persons,  and  inspector’s  report,  had  to  go 
to  the  Board  and  satisfy  them  that  money  was  rightly 
distributed,  9683. — Committee  could  not  work  with- 
out control  of  scheme,  9684. 


Agricultural  Work  of  Department — Very  Liitl: 
Done— Difficulty  About  Schemes. 

Department  also  had  scheme,  but  only  gav. 
small  amount,  double  amount  allocated  las 
year,  9685.-— Department  worked  on  similar  line 
to  Board,  since  agricultural  work  was  handed  ove: 
to  Department  congested  districts  got  very  littl 
benefit,  9686.— Witness  a member  of  -County  Com 
nuttee,  attended  regularly,  could  get  nothing  done 
***57. — -Where  controlling  authority  was  representativi 
power  passed  to  representatives  of  richer  parts,  worl 
P°°r®r  parts  not  so  well  attended  to,  9688-9.  9693 
9718.— In  the  beginning  County  Committee  directs 
districts  Councils  to  appoint  Committee  to  draw  uj 
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scheme  for  their  own  districts,  witness’s  district 
Committee  met  at  Glenties  and  drew  up  scheme  ; De- 
partment refused  it ; wanted  one  scheme  for  whole 
county  ; matter  argued  with  Department  without  re- 
sult ; other  counties  had  drawn  up  one  scheme  for 
whole  county,  9689-90,  9702,  9716. — Difficulty  arose  in 
1901,  when  Board  were  negotiating  to  hand  over  work 
to  Agricultural  Department,  9691-3. — Parish  local 
authorities  should  be  established  in  place  of  County 
Council,  or  else  return  to  Congested  Districts  Board 
advisable,  9694. — No  -Parish  Councils  now ; formerly 
there  were  'Dispensary  Committees  composed  of  guar- 
dians and  highest  ratepayers,  9695. — Parish  Councils 
the  ideal  body  ; distance  to  County  Committee  too 
great,  9696. — If  Parish  'Committees,  as  in  England, 
were  started  they  must  have  authority,  9697. — There 
might  be  100  different  schemes  with  such  an  arrange- 
ment in  one  county,  9698. — 'Present  Committees  had 
different  schemes  for  prizes  for  sanitation,  9699. — For 
agricultural  schemes,  such  .as  bull  premiufitts,  shows, 
etc.  ; one  for  each  parish  too  much,  hut  same  for 
whole  county  not  suitable,  9701. — Live-stock  work 
handed  over  to  Department  after  Act  of  1-903,  9703. — 
Schemes  referred  to  Department  in  1901  because  De- 
partment had  to  be  consulted  about  -any  scheme  for 
which  county  rate  had  been  raised  ; rate  at  that  time 
was  raised  over  congested  as  well  as  other  areas  ; De- 
partment was  prohibited  from  spending  its  money  in 
congested  areas,  yet  its  money  had  to  be  raised  by 
rate ; some  thought  Board  should  hock  rate  in  con- 
gested area,  although  rate  in  congested  area  was  raised 
through  Board,  Department  had  to  he  consulted  ; this 
was  prior  to  1903 ; difficulty  arose  -about  scheme  to 
expend  fund  composed  partly  of  rate  in  congested  dis- 
tricts and  partly  of  money  supplied  by  Board,  9703- 
12. — Board  had  started  some  unsuccessful  poultry 
schemes,  9-712. — Donegal  pony  breed  had  not  been  much 
improved,  9713-5. — Congested  districts  required  spec-al 
treatment,  not  to  be  obtained  from  administrative 
body,  including  well-to-do  districts ; blame  could  not 
be  laid  on  Committee,  9716. — Difficult  for  representa- 
tives living  far  from  Lifford  to  attend,  9717. 

Agricultural  Banks. 

People’s  bank  at  Killybegs  very  successful  ;• 
established  by  Agricultural  Organisation  'Society ; 
useful  to  small  farmers ; no  bad  debts,  9739, 
9722. — -Money  issued  for  three,  six,  or  twelve 
months,  at  five  per  cent.  ; if  repaid  before 
the  time  charge  only  made  for  time  they 

had  it,  9720.— Difficult  for  farmers  to  borrow  from' 
outside  banks  ; money  punctually  paid,  9720. — Capi- 
tal about  £300 ; £300  to  £400  amount  in  loans,  9721. 
Began  with  £50  at  three  per  cent,  from  Congested 
Districts  Board,  9723. — Very  little  profit ; 4 per  cent, 
given,  5 per  cent,  received,  6 per  cent,  charged  at  first 
till  reserve  was  £20 ; bank  a voluntary  association, 
9724. — Teacher  did  work  for  nothing  ; small  expendi- 
ture on  fuel  for  meetings  in  winter,  9725. — Operations 
limited  to  buying  cattle,  pigs,  or  sheep,  9726. — Not 
anxious  to  extend,  though  more  money  could  he  ob- 
tained, 9727. — 'Cause  of  success,  supervision  and  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  borrowers,  9728. — Bank’s  capi- 
tal grew  through  deposits.  9735,  9737. — Money  got 
from  Board  had  been  repaid,  9735-6. — Money  lay  on- 
hand  for  months ; very  little  profit ; four  per  cent, 
given ; only  five  per  cent,  received,  9736.— Local 
people  deposited,  9738. — Similar  work  at  Bruckless,  in 
Kiliyaghtree  parish  only  just  commenced  ; convenient 
for  St.  John’s  Point ; Kiliyaghtree  people  too  far  for 
Killybegs  bank  ; supervision  impossible,  9739-41. — Two 
neighbours  went  security  for  borrower,  and  reported 
to  bank  if  borrower  had  sold  his  stock  ; bank’s  duty 
was  warning,  9742. — Good  neighbourhood  induced  men 
to  go  security',  9743. — Rule  against  crossing ; large 
amount  not  given  if  security  had  a loan  out,  9744. — 
Similar  bank  at  Inver,  9745. — Running  a year  and 
doing  well,  9746-7. — Never  were  prosecutions  ; neigh- 
bours knew  when  borrowers  had  money ; formerly 
some  delicacy  about  it : none  now ; securities  never 
came  for  renewals,  9747. 

Witness  Not  in  Favour  of  Extending  Principle 
to  Fishery  Loans. 

Fishermen  who  borrowed  from  Board  paid  well, 
9729. — Not  much  trouble  and  expense  in  borrowing 
from  Dublin;  instalments  sent  when  due,  9730. — 
Board  had  instructor  on  each  boat ; boat  lent  on 
share  system  ; nine  shares,  one  each  for  five  men  and 
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four  for  the  Board,  9731. — Witness  would  not  like  to 
undertake  it  from  local  bank,  even  if  he  had  the 
money,  9732-4. 

Spraying. 

Congested  Districts  Board  formerly  supplied  spray- 
ing machines ; not  for  last  two  years  ; certain  num- 
ber supplied  at  wholesale  prices ; no  spraying  done  in 
present  season  ; potato  crop  a failure,  as  bad  <as  1879  ; 
spraying  should  be  done  .before  29th  June,  9748. — 
Should  be  compulsory,  9748,  9752. 

Machines  Not  Supplied  by  Department. 

Spraying  machines  not  available  since  De- 
partment took  over  work,  9748-9. — Want  of  them 
had  cost  £3,000  or  £4,000,  9750. — -And  lot  of  suffer- 
ing ; 800  families  lo3t  four  to  six  months’  food,  which 
must  be  supplied  by  Indian  meal  at  10s.  for  two  cwt., 
or  £1  for.  a month’s  food  for  family,  9751. — Appear- 
ance of  field  showed  if  it  had  been  sprayed ; police 
could  find  out,  9753. — Neighbour  might  give  a hint, 
8754. — Few  b?es  in  district,  9755.— Had  been  a foul 
brood,  and  instructor  was  discontinued  by  Depart- 
ment, though  Board  had  introduced  him,  9756-9. — 
Board  had  introduced  instructor  in  GlenaJ-vrabkille, 
9759. — He  was  also  discontinued  when  Board  gave  up 
work,  9760. — Agricultural  holding  under  supervision 
of  man  from  Board  as  an  object  lesson  suggested, 
®759.— Prizes  offered  for  spraying  might  be  useful, 
9761-2.- — Parish  Committee  might  hire  out  machines ; 
better  if  men  combined  and  bought  one ; they  would 
take  more  care  of  it,  9762,  9766-7. — If  spraying  became 
a practice  or  fashion  it  would  be  better  than  a system 
“ i ^ bad  year  had  a good  educational  effect, 
9763-5.— Local  opinion  would  assist  Parish  Committee 
m hiring  project,  9768. 

Land  Purchase. 

Only  one  property  sold  through  Estates  Commis- 
sioners since  1903,  9768-70.— Landlords  unwilling  to 
sell  or  asked  too  much,  9768. 

Price  of  Land. 

One  property  in  Kilcar  sold  through  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  9769.— Property  sold  through  Estates 
Commissioners  adjoined  town  ; one  year’s  rent  remitted 
by  landlord ; practically  21£  years’  purchase  for  land- 
lord and  20  for  tenant,  9771.— 'Land  held  in  detached 
plots  not  rundale,  9772-4. — Plots  in  neighbourhood 
were  mixed  up ; land  when  sold  should  be  purchased 
by  Board  and  re-divided,  9774— Existing  division  of 
land  an  economic  evil,  and  should  not  continue ; since 
passing  of  Act  landlords  asked  higher  prices  ; tenants 
unwilling  to  give  higher  prices ; sales  stopped  ; very 
few  purchases  in  Donegal ; money  spent  on  building 
piers  and  roads,  supplying  boats,  etc.  ; landlords 
looked  for  21^  years’  purchase  of  first  term,  24  of 
second  term  rents ; (Board  were  going  to  wait ; if 
Canadian  cattle  came  small  cattle  of  district  would  be 
unsaleable  and  reduced  to  half  value ; no  machinery, 
no  plough ; crops  to  fatten  cattle  could  not  be  grown 
by  spade  work,  9775. — Improvement  of  estates  Board’s 
main  object  in  purchasing,  9776. 

Migration  Prospects. 

Would  entail  enlargement  of  holdings  bv 
migration  of  some  wnants,  9777. -Men  would 
probably  be  glad  to  go,  9778.— Little  pros- 
pect  of  it,  as  there  was  no  land.  9779— Avail- 
able  land  would  be  taken  by  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, 9780.— Land  required  outside  congested  dis- 
tncts,  9781.— Board  should  have  power  to  settle  local 

ss:  '-aw*- 

Clashing  between  Estates  Commissioners  and 
Board. 

1 JL  Commissioners  purchased  all 

lands  mitaide  conger  ted  rlrcc.  for  odtlenrcit 

t'dmpthT ™“H  **  m Toom  to misra- 
,ot  settlement  of  lSeal 
SJ’bLS  congested  area,  should  he  Tested 

in  Win,  9785-91.—  Land  near  at  hand  should  be 
taught  for  migration  purposes,  9792-3.— Available  land 

-n  iru-  shannon,  9794. — Grazing  land  9795 

Jnhlac  opinion  might  be  educated  to  migration  to  a • 
distance  ,f  experiment  »en>  made  on  lS rtW 
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9796.— It  would  not  take  long,  9799.— Board  shouM 
have  all  purchase  powers,  9797-8— Witness  believed 
people  would  emigrate,  9800-3. 

Migrants’  Tenant-right. 

Tenant-right  was  high,  9778-9804—  Migrant 

might  expect  to  sell  his  tenant-right  and  eef 
money  to  stock  'his  new  holding  if  new  hold 
ing  were  better,  and  he  agreed  with  Commissioners 
to  transfer  to  it  he  could  not  get  the  price  of  his  own 
farm  as  well  as  the  new  one  at  a reduced  rate ; he  must 
forego  tenant-right,  9804-9— He  would  probably  agree 
with  Commissioners  if  he  got  his  value,  9810.  6 

Cutting  down  Timber  on  Sale. 

Growing  timber  should  be  under  county  control  • wit- 
ness had  seen  fine  growing  timber  cut  down  when  estates 
were  sold;  this  was  a loss  to  landscape,  and  might 
destroy  the  value  of  land  to  the  east  of  a plantation- 
timber  was  in  landlord’s  hands;  should  be  under- 
county,  and  thinning  directed  by  engineer,  9810-3. 

Congested  Districts  Board  the  best  agency  to  deal 
with  Congestion. 

Congested  Districts  Board  the  only  Board  that  had 
given  what  was  wanted,  and  endeavoured  to  do  good 
service  without  too  much  red  tape ; inspector  always 
sent  down  when  representation  was  made,  9813-4  — 
Mr.  Balfour  showed,  true  insight  of  a statesman  in 
recognising  necessity  for  special  treatment  for  con- 
gested districts,  9813. 

M‘NELIS,  Mr.  JAMES  P. 

Donegal  Homespuns. 

Woollen  industry  the  principal  one  in  South  Done- 
gal ; parishes  of  Ardara,  Carrick,  and  Killybegs  being 
mountainous,  adapted  only  to  sheep,  9815,  9859.— 
Donegal  homespuns  a permanent  industry  ; pattern  of 
cloth  formerly  irregular  ; 50  per  cent,  of  goods  sold 
returned ; to  cope  with  this  Irish  Industries  Associa- 
tion  started  weavers’  class;  introduced  new  looms 
with  hying  shuttles,  and  taught  weavers  to  use  them  ; 
then  sold  looms  at  nominal  price  under  instalment 
system  ; Donegal  homespuns  now  as  regular  as  Harris, 
9815.— Association  encouraged  improvement  by  collect- 
ing, measuring,  and  stamping  best  pieces  day  before 
market ; premium  of  penny  a yard  for  stamped  pieces 
given  to  owner  and  weaver  ; good  effect ; aroused  com- 
petition;  stopped  after  a year,  9815— Premiums 
should  be  continued,  9840. — Board  continued  to  mea- 
sure tweeds  for  convenience  of  buyers  and  sellers ; em- 
ployed a man  measuring  at  depots  in  Ardara  and 
Garrick ; had  no  inspectors ; measuring  saved  dis- 
putes between  buyers  .and  sellers,  9815,  9822-3— Board 
held  responsible  for  measurement,  which  was  clearly 
marked ; fringe  at  end  of  roll  showed  whether  any- 
r "in™!,  been  CU^  after  measurement.  9863-6. — 
in  1902  Donegal  tweeds  came  into  fashion  ; demand 
exceeded  supply  ; local  prices  went  up  100  per  cent. ; 
peasantry  unable  to  produce  enough  ; result  was  imi- 
tations were  made  by  mills  everywhere,  and  real  Done- 
gal homespuns  were  now  unsaleable  almost,  9815.— 
Dealers  having  to  compete  with  imitations,  paid  small 
price  to  manufacturer,  9825-6. 

•Stamping  needed  to  check  sale  of  imitations. 

Board  could  protect  industries  by  stamping 
genuine  homespun  with  trade  mark  as  it 
pasied  through  their  hands  for  measurement 
anil  prosecuting  fraudulent  traders  selling  imi- 
tations os  real,  9815,  9821,  9827— Imitations  would 
be  checked  and  more  stuff  produced  at  home,  9829-30. 
—oome  homespuns  made  with  manufactured  warp, 
9834— Homespuns  not  so  good  in  such  cases,  9835— 
lure  ad  of  real  homespun  spun  on  hand  wheel,  9833— 
Unly  real  homespun  should  be  stamped,  9835— 
1'  amPlng  would  stimulate  industry  and  eventually  en- 
lance  pnce,  9837,  9848. — .Protection  should  not  go  fur- 
tnertlian  certdying  goods  .and  prosecuting  fraudulent 
persons,  -841— Beard  could  prosecute  in  conjunction 
wi  h Department,  9842-3. — People  would  not  prosecute 
QR1A7  V tc  Dnes?  su^sidised  by  some  of  the  Boards, 
'*•  *5,“Ourd  stamped  goods  they  must  employ  in- 
spectors, 9850-2.— iCost  of  inspection  could  be  got  from 
— Industry  very  important; 
£10,000  to  £12,000  paid  annually  to  people  for  goods  ; 
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more  would  be  paid  with  protection  ; woollen  mill 
might  be  started  at  Ardara  ; fine  water  power  there  ; 
it  would  be  an  output  for  wool  if  homespuns  failed, 
9815. — Competition  with  machine-made  goods  not 
feared  ; only  imitations,  9816. — Homespun  could  be 
imitated,  9817-9. — Principal  importations  came  from 
Yorkshire ; some  Irish  mills  made  imitations,  9820. — 
All  goods  sold  to  local  dealers,  9824. — Some  sent  to  all 
over  the  world,  9828. — Through  the  dealers  Board  had 
assisted  in  sending  goods  to  exhibitions  as  'advertise- 
ment, 9829. — Processes  of  industry  conducted  in 
people’s  houses,  9831. — Pries  cheaper  than  Harris, 
Donegal  homespuns  sometimes  sold  as  Harris,  9832. — 
Spinning  wool  by  machinery  started  in  1902,  when 
people  could  hot  spin  fast  enough,  9838. — Board  should 
continue  to  have  instructor  in  poor  district,  9853. — No 
difficulty  in  bringing  such  questions  before  Board, 
9854. — This  had  never  been  brought,  9855. — Board 
would  be  more  in  touch  if  sessions  were  held  in  dis- 
trict periodically,  9856. — Fostering  had  helped  in- 
dustry, 9857. — Advantage  of  stamp  would  be  people 
would  know  where  to  buy  Donegal  homespuns,  9858. — 
Witness  had  had  no  experience  of  mountain  farms, 
9860. — Quality  of  wool  and  breed  of  sheep  had  bearing 
on  success  of  industry,  9861. — Instruct' on  had  had 
good  effect,  9862. — 'Dealers  all  in  opposition  to  each 
other ; it  was  open  competition  ; no  chance  of  dealers 
combining  and  offering  highest  price  possible  for  a 
good  article ; pure  open  competition ; witness  wished 
to  avoid  that,  9867-72. — Imitations  had  superseded 
Donegal  tweed  in  market,  9873. — Would  continue  to  so- 
so  long  as  they  were  not  stamped,  9874. — Goods  not 
bought  for  quality,  but  as  a variety  in  the  market, 
9875-6.— -Scotch  homespuns  not  stamped ; had  been 
prosecutions  for  selling  Harris  imitations,  9877. — 
Principal  thing  to  be  prepared  for  improvement  and 
stamp  better  quality,  9878. — 'All  wool  used  raised  in. 
Donegal,  9879-80. — No  adulterations  ; decline  not  due- 
to  use  of  other  wool,  9881-2. — Abundant  supply  of 
wool ; mountains  well  stocked,  9883. — CDungloe  and 
Dughery  mountains  adapted  for  sheep  and  not  worked 
for  sheep  not  productive,  9885. 


Embroidery  and  Lace  Classes. 

Embroidery  and  lace  class  started  at  Ardara 
in  18898;  drawn-thread  work  introduced;  four 
shillings  a week  earned  at  beginning,  eight 
shillings  to  ten  shillings  when  trained ; fourteen 
shillings  by  an  expert ; girls  sent  out  as  teachers ; 
salary  £40  per  annum  and  commission  on  work ; 
£850  to  £900  paid  by  class  annually  to  workers ; 
crochet  lace  class  at  Ardara  one  of  the  best  under 
Board ; tedious  at  first ; 100  girls  attended,  earning 
five  shillings  to  ten  shillings  weekly  ; good  workers, 
twelve  shillings  to  -fourteen  shillings ; sixteen  girls’ 
teachers  salary  £1  to  £1  10s.  weekly ; £650  to  £900 
paid  annually  to  Workers,  9885. 

Knitting. 

Hand-knit  hosiery  leading  industry  some  years 
ago;  machines  put  it  out;  Glenfcies,  Dungloe, 
lArttermacaward  centres,  earnings  small,  5d.  to 
10«.  a day ; Board  taught  machine-knitting  and 
gave  out  machines  on  same  terms  as  looms; 
earnings  eight  shillings  to  ten  shillings  weekly  ; yarn 
imported  ; spinning  mill  would  be  an  advantage,  9885. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Fishing  had  kept  people  in  country ; Rosbeg  succes- 
tul  oentre  for  yawls;  pier  on  north  side  of  boat- 
sup  desirable  for  development  of  deep  sea  herring 
iisbeiy  in  May  and  June ; would  also  enable  large 
coats  to  fish  in  spring  and  winter,  9886. 


M'DEVITT,  Mr.  HUGH. 


Hand-Knitting. 

firm„  in  hand-knitting  industr 

introdnat:ye8rSf  QaS9.'~More  women  employed  befon 
9890.  Machine  redneo, 
men?  ’ ot  i“2-h*d  t0  st*J,  9892. — Develop 
ment  of  knitting  industry  must  be  throuvl 
machinery  ; great  bulk  of  work  now  done  by  machine 
s stuck  to  hand-knitting,  M93— B 
and  his  brother  started  forty-five  years  before  an< 
employed  nearly  all  fa™]/  popnEn  ; 


M'DEVITT,  Mr.  HUGH — continued. 

peculiar  to  district,  9894. — Spread  over  three  or  four 
parishes,  9895. — Two  systems  of  giving  out  knitting 
machines  by  Board  and  by  merchants,  9897. — Witness 
gave  no  machines ; stuck  to  hand  work ; better  and 
more  durable,  9898,  9913-4.— Not  disposed  to  go  in  fox. 
new  -state  of  things,  9899.— Always  enough  demand 
for  handwork ; not  so  much  as  formerly,  9900. — Not 
anxious  to  extend  business,  9901. — Mill  for  locally 
spun  wool  an  advantage ; there  were  difficulties, 
9902,  9910.— Wool  for  hand  and  machine  work  dif- 
ferent; mill  could  spin  botii,  9903-5. — Witness  im- 
ported yarn  from  Scotland  chiefly;  some  from  York- 
shire and  Lancashire,  9905. — Workers  paid  in  cash; 
prejudice  against  truck  system,  9906. — Machine- 
knitter  earned  more),  9907,  9909. — Elderly  people 
stuck  to  hand-knitting,  9908.— No  difference  between 
Donegal  machine-knitting  and  any  other,  9911.  — 
Difference  was  between  machine  and  hand  knitting, 
9912. 


Improvement  oe  Live  Stock  by  Board. 

Board  had  improved  stock,  cattle,  poultry, 
&c.,  in  Glenties  union;  grievance  that  Board  had 
ceased  to  assist,  9915 ; same  help  not  got  from  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  ; money  not  so  important 
as  breeds  ; polled  Angus  bulls  no  longer  sent ; two 
years  ago  £400  made  in  one  glen  by  sale  of  calves, 
9916-7 ; polled  cattle  in  great  demand ; others  of  no 
account  9918. — Graziers  from  Fermanagh  and  other 
districts  bought  them,  9918-20.— Poultry-rearing  had 
been  a great  industry,  9920. — Witness  had  farmed 
a little,  9921-2. 

Young  Stock  sold  to  Graziers. 

Young  stock  sold  to  graziers ; sent  to  England" 
and  Scotland  as  two  year  olds;  Irish  graziers 
filled  the  interval  between  sale  by  small  far- 
mer and  purchase  in  Great  Britain,  9924-5,  9928— 
Equally  good  if  small  farmer  could  fatten  cattle, 
9926. 


Effect  of  Breaking  up  Grazing  Lands. 

If  grazing  lands  were  sold  to  tenants,  cattle 
could  not  be  sold  to  grazier,  9923. — Tenants  could 
fatten  cattle  if  they  kept  grass  or  grew  roots  for 
feeding,  9929-33. — If  300  acres  were  cut  into  thirty 
ten-acre  holdings,  cattle  might  be  grazed  if  land 
were  kept  as  grass;  if  half  were  tilled. they  would 
have  food  for  winter,  but  not  enough  grass,  9934-6. — 
Would  make  a difference  if  land  were  divided  into 
ten  thirty-acre  holdings,  with  a good  portion  of 
grass,  9937. — Tillage  system  involved  a good  deal  cf 
grass  laud,  9938-9. — Rotation  well  conducted  would 
yield  more  than  area  in  prairie  condition ; with  thirty  . 
acres  portion  could  always  be  in  grass,  9940. — Intensity 
of  cultivation  with  small  proportion  of  pasture  and 
large  amount  of  feeding  might  produce  increase  in 
number  of  cattle,  9941-2.— Farmer  in  Glenties  union 
could  never  fatten  his  own  stock,  9943,  9946. — New 
holders  of  grass  lands  must  keep  their  lands  in  grass 
in  order  not  to  deprive  farmers  of  market  for  young 
stock,  9945,  9947,  9949. — Many  year  and  a half  olds 
exported  to  Scotland,  9948-9.— Farmers  in  Ireland 
had  to  keep  stores  to  eat  grass ; no  market  for  home 
stores  feared  if  Canadian  stores  were  introduced, 
9949. 


Gweebarra  Bridge  and  Portnoo  Pier. 

Gweebarra  Bridge  of  great  use;  most  important  work 
done  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  9896.— Rumour 
it  was  suffering  in  some  way,  Portnoo  pier  useful 
if  boat-slip  were  made,  excavation  for  pier  deprived 
people  of  means  of  drawing  up  boats,  9949-50. 

Good  Work  done  by  Board. 

Board  of  great  use,  no  other  Department  had  done 
much,  9951-3. — It  had  the  people’s  confidence, 


Water  Supply  Defective  in  Glenties. 

Water  supply  bad  and  .impure  in  Glenties 
Union,  ratepayers  protested  against  paying  for  good 
^round  dofwn  'with  taxation,  9953. 
9960,  9966— Witness  Chairman  of  Glenties  Board  of 
Guardians,  the  Sanitary  Authority,  9954.— Rates  in 
district  nearly  8s.  in  the  pound,  9955— Board  of 
Guardians  had  power,  and  were  anxious  to  provide 
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water,  tut  had  no  money,  9956-7. — Hoped  Commis- 
sion would  provide  money,  9958. — Great  project  if 
Congested  Districts  Board  took  over  water,  9059. — 
Ratepayers  thought  inhabitants  of  villages  should 
pay  for  water,  9960. — Villages  incompetent  to  defray 
expense,  9961. — Charge  a district  $ne,  whether  on 
actual  outlay  or  if  money  were  borrowed,  9962-4. — 
Guardians  could  recommend  Local  Government  Board 
to  tax  any  area,  9965. — Had  proposed  it  for  these 
villages,  deputation  of  ratepayers  protested,  and  were 
cold  they  would  not  be  taxed,  9966. 

Road-Making. 

County  Council  would  not  grant  all  main  roads 
authorised  by  law,  richer  had  no  sympathy  with  poorer 
parts,  no  main  roads  maintained  by  county,  9966-7. — 
Mountains  no  longer  fenced  by  Congested  Districts 
Board,  fencing  great  advantage  to  farmers,  9967. 


M'NELIS,  Mb.  MICHAEL. 

Size  of  Glenties  Union. 

Glenties  Union  covered  area  larger  than  sevenal 
counties,  such  as  Carlow,  Longford,  etc.,  9969.— And 
had  a larger  population  than  two  of  them,  9970  — 
demanded  special  attention  from  Congested  Districts 
Board,  9971  —For  improvement  of  industries  and 
live-stock  and  holdings,  protection  of  industries  and 
reclamation  of  bog-land,  9972. 

Horse-Breeding. 

Horse-breeding  needed  improvement,  9973.— 
County  Committee  issued  nominations  for  mares 
z;  ,cert?^  centres,  too  far  for  people  to 
trirol,  9974  —Congested  Di.trtets  BoatdTid  a. 
great  deal,  local  wants  not  considered,  too  much 
r hackneys,  9975.-  Donegal  pony  had  not 
™?2V?1  “““  formation  of  Beard?  9976. —Hackneys 

mated  to  Donegal  ponies  not  successful,  9977  9979 

Bnraent  pomes  a mixture  of  Donegal  and  hackney, 
te  site  ST  w n6  W°UM  Ptoduce  polo  ponies 
9981  f V.i  , good  for  district, 

mref'S!'4  riCISeS,C“H  ^ P™*"*4  tom  local 
S ZSS—B ““Jr*1  “ares  slightly  larger  than 
vvei&n,  9984.— Hunting  horses  could  be  bred  with  a 
fifteen  horse,  9985-6._Fifteenh  to 

Department  asd  Boahd  Compared, 
wdfw  DePa-;-tment  had  done  nothing,  9974  9987  — 

£S‘99k"  V'ke  t ™ Wort  ■*“»  mfolieS  to 

B 9t?uCS  a®.?1"4  *PPl'od  to  bulls  and  sheep 
T d,‘d  „”ot  to”11  Itooiitent  had  been 
tires  from  oo.SS' 

not  know  thei? needs,  9990-1.  ‘r'  did 

Fishing  Industry. 

Herring  fishing  and  curing  question  witness 
would  not  mind  trouble  if  he 

ss.*s“a  ifsi- 

Boat-Sups  and  Shelter  Piers  Needed. 

Mom  boat-slips  should  be  provided  999=1 

2S&  Sn-rmSed^W^'i^to  ' 

done  in  Ivillybegs  hfrn^hing 

people  in  DowrasgBay  in  ^9^  thm^h’  . bardslups  of 
modation,  Board  should  Stable  ^ T?m' 

wlien  required,  9997-8— D^wras  R™  shr<?lfcer 

-■mile*  from  Glenties  station!  ^9  7 tiurteen  Irish 

Administration  of  Public  Health  Acts 
. Enforcement  of  Public  Health 
ui  hands  of  police,  10000,  10004^  i°U  d b® 

more  independent  and  had mot''? 7 wfe 
moving  abour,  10001  10018  , tlnl®.  for 

Council  present  SS*? 


M'NELIS,  Me.  MICHAEL— continued. 

Salaries  of  sanitary  officers  paid  partly  bv  rate* 
parBy  by  Imperial  Funds? 
make  them  independent,  District  Council  reluctont 
to  prosecute,  10006— Sanitary  laws  not  worked  hT 
cause  it  was  unpopular,  10007-8— Elected  members' 
neglected  duty  rather  than  be  unpopular,  10009-10  — 
Therefore  police  would  do  it  better,  10011— Elected 
bodies  should  do  only  agreeable  duties,  10016-7 — 
Parish  iCommittees  had  improved  sanitation,  10012-3 
—Their  methods  made  people  care  more  for  saniWv 
conditions,  10014— In  time,  when  public  opinion 
changed,  elected  bodies  would  be  less  reluctant  to 
enforce  laws,  10015. 

Effect  of  Cutting  up  Grazing  Lands. 
Cutting  up  farm  into  tillage  would  not  afiect  cattle. 

i"“d  ioS*?™!1”"5  s,ock  in  Eng,*nd  "d  »»*■ 

Land  Available  tor  Enlargement  of  Holdings. 
3,600  acres  of  bog-land  in  Glenties  Union 
could  be  reclaimed,  10018.— Noil-residential  hold- 
lngl  to,  n&  ac^ulred-  10019— Scattered  over  dis- 
trict, 1,000  acres  at  Fintra-,  etc.,  landlord 
occupation,  10020-1. — Meenavalley  farm  sub-let 

from  year  to  year,  10021,  10023-4— Yearly  ten- 
ant on  leasehold  terms,  10022— Grazing  farm  stocked 
with  cattle  bought  from  small  holders,  10025-6.  In 
local  markets,  10027. — Land  could  be  used  for 
any  purpose,  10029—' Witness  farmed  land,  10030— 

Non-residential  farms  should  be  acquired,  10032-3 

Only  one  had  tenant,  10034-6— Tenant-right  to 'be 
purchased  as  well  as  landlord’s,  10038— Price  not 
higher  because  purchase  from  landlord,  10039- 
Board  would  pay  heavy  price  divided  between  land- 
lord and  tenant,  10040. — No  difference  between  pur- 
chase of  land  with  tenant’s  and  landlord’s  rights  in 
one  persons  hands  or  two,  10041— Landlord  would 
not  sell  cheaper  because  he  had  a tenant,  10042. 

Congested  Estates  should  be  improved  before  Re. 

SALE. 

Estates  Conimissioners  should  not  buy  land  in  oon- 
l^StnCjf’  f^043-— A}1  purchase  operations 
should  be  confined  to  Board,  estates  should  be  im- 
proved, if  Estates  Commissioners  had  power  to  im- 
prove they  might  purchase,  perpetuation  of  rundale 
property  a great  evil,  10044-7— Board  should  have 
compulsory  powers,  10048. 

MARRON,  Rev.  JAMES. 

Ballyshannon  should  be  Scheduled. 

F^Shann^^re“e  P°int  of  c^nty  at  head  of 
Erne  River,  10050— District  should  be  scheduled  as 
1 C0?gestl°"  determined  by  relation  between 
•n!lmber  of  inhabitants ; valuation  of 
on-tenanted  districts  Or  fisheries  whose  owners  did 
^L;1Ve  should  not  be  included ; district 

ssa?  Di,tri<!te  E“rf  “ *h'»  »"* 

Definition  of  Congestion  should  be  amended. 

trSWn1-?  ..should  be  unit,  not  rural  dis 
Sin+r  I1  of  non-residential  holdings  and 

r^dentiad  holdings  over  £25  valuation  excluded, 
wX'T? ^ ke,Jr'  though  possible,  that  townland 
I wfii  arg?  holding  of  valuable  untenanted  land 
Z PT  holdings,  10053— Point  not  arrived  at 
electoral  division  unit;  most  townlands 
acrnff-^TJ101*1^3,’  10054— ' Two  to  three  hundred 
of  townland  ; 100  and  150  in  one  person’s 
nands  , possibly  some  not  residing  there,  10055— Fair 
' , , Lieutenant  to  have  discretionary  power  of 
scheduling  on  advice  of  Board  or  some  body  ; if  town- 
!al-re  advantage  to  witness’s  parish  to  be 
• ,5  ?°frd  if  Board  had  compulsory  powers;  non- 
tlnnd„ftaal  holdings  could  be  purchased  and  sold  to 
tenants  on  other  holdings,  10056-7. 

State  of  Agriculture. 

i nornFe"8-*  lnsulhcient  to  make  agriculture  profitable, 
iSi  r could  be  borrowed,  but  unprofitable, 
-iuuou-1— industries  only  hope  for  country  in  present 
circumstances,  10058,  10061-2— Holdings  small 

enough  to  be  worked  by  family  might  pay,  10063-4. 
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Development  of  Industries. 

Non-conges  ted  districts  neglected;  Department 
neglected  industries  completely ; transferred  to 
Technical  Board ; would  be  better  under  Con- 
gested Districts  Board ; industries  got  up  by 
local  Committee  could  not  compete  elsewhere; 
no  advertisement ; no  protection  against  frauds; 
cataloguing  as  genuine  by  some  Board  would  help ; 
great  demand  for  Irish  goods,  especially  lace  and  em- 
broidery ; Board  could  do  much  by  advertisement  and 
protection,  10065. 

Lace  Industry. 

Committee  sold  lace  in  London,  America,  etc. ; com- 
plaints against  Department,  it  could  not  tell  where  lace 
was  to  be  got,  10066. — Nino  shillings  to  fifteen  shil- 
lings earned  weekly,  10067. — Best  expert  training  de- 
sirable; central  dep6t  best  means  of  giving  training, 
10068. — No  girls  went  to  Dublin  Metropolitan  School  of 
Art ; month’s  training  at  Cork  not  much  good,  10069. 


DUNLEVY,  Rev.  PATRICK—  continued 
Migration  Prospects. 

People  should  be  migrated  from  townlunds 
close  by ; sons  would  not  emigrate  if  they  got 
farms  at  home,  10005-6. — Old  people  would  not 
migrate,  10096,  10098. — 'Family  ties  too  greet,  10112- 
3. — Might  move  if  better  land  were  at  their  disposal, 
10114-6. — One  son  would  remain  to  succeed  old 
people,  10099. — Board  should  acquire  lands  men- 
tioned to  give  farms  to  tenants’  sons,  10097. — Wit- 
ness’s policy  enlargement  of  some  holdings  and  crea- 
tion of  new  ones  for  holders’  sons,  10100-2. — After 
enlargement  of  holdings  remaining  land  should  he 
given  to  sons;  better  policy  than  bringing  people 
from  a distance,  10103. — Migration  a cure  for  con- 
gestion, 10104. — Emigration  prevented  by  giving 
land  to  sons,  10105-6.  —People  on  spot  hod  first  claim, 
10107. — Not  unjustifiable  to  bring  people  from  a 
distance,  10108-10. — 'People  satisfied  if  their  own 
uneconomic  holdings  were  provided  for  first,  10111. 
— Small  holders  in  Kilbarn  would  go  to  Cavan  Garden 
estate,  10117. 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  should  have  more  funds ; rate  iu 
congested  districts  should  only  be  spent  in  that  area 
by  Board  ; some  given  to  Parish  Committee  for  local 
purposes ; bridges  and  roads  should  be  made  by 
Board,  10069-70. 

Department  Unsuccessful. 

Department’s  schemes  unsatisfactory;  impos- 
sible to  have  one  scheme  for  whole  county  as  at  pre- 
sent ; conditions  varied  in  different  areas ; rate  at 
present  given  to  'County  Councils  to  work  schemes ; 
public  monies  wasted  on  itinerant  teachers ; same 
districts  get  no  profit  from  rate  ; more  should  be  done 
for  industries,  10069-70. — Some  areas  of  witness’s 
parish  very  congested,  10071. 

Land  Available  ior  Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Large  tracts  of  good  noa-residential  grazing  land 
used  by  tenants;  some  by  landlords,  10072-4. — Lands 
would  relieve  congestion  if  merged  in  holdings;  good 
land ; men  would  be  anxious  to  get  it,  10075-6. — Far- 
mers would  turn  it  to  the  best  advantage;  probably 
till  portion  of  it  for  their  support,  10077-8. 


DUNLEVY,  Rev.  PATRICK. 

Areas  Needing  to  be  Scheduled. 

Several  areas  should  he  scheduled  as  congested ; 
one  electoral  division  in  Donegal  portion  at  Bally- 
shannon  Union  was  scheduled ; Cliff  Division ; high 
rating  due  to  River  Erne  fishery,  cause  of  not  sche- 
duling ; £875  valuation  of  fishery ; no  benefit  to 
people  of  district,  except  a few  employed  by  com- 
pany, 10080. —Actual  river  rated  and  taken  into 
consideration  for  scheduling  purposes,  10081-3. — 
Some  of  the  poorest  places  in  union  along  sea  coast, 


Definition  of  Congestion  Needed  Amendment. 
i nnoc'rn^an^  should  be  unit  of  congestion, 
10085. — Witness  had  not  formed  clear  idea  of  defini- 
tion, hut  thought  poverty  test  most  important ; popu- 
lation would  also  have  to  he  considered,  10086-8. 


Land  Available  for  Re- settlement. 

Unmli&biced  lands  should  be  acquired  for  migra- 
t.ion  or  enlargement  of  holdings  ; three  large  tract* 
of  land  available;  Cavan  Garden  Estate  five  mile* 
from  Bundoran ; 1,250  acres ; 436  acres  in  grass ; 
StaZoX  by  landlord  himself;  800  acres  bog  let  oui 
at  £4  an  acre,  sixpence  a perch;  estate  adjoined 
Cashel  Ard  townland ; could  be  used  for  migration 
if  acquired,  10089-91. — Beighy  estate,  164  acres;  22 
acres  bog  ; land  better  adapted  for  tillage  than  land 
in  congested  area;  Likely  estate  572  acres;  valua- 
tion £342 ; close  to  town  lands  of  Kilbarn,  Kil- 
aoney,  and  Cloughbally,  which  were  very  poor, 
thougn  not  scheduled,  10091.— Holdings  on  these 
townlands  very  small,  10092.— Majority  in  Kildoney 
£3lOOMh°re’  10093— ’ Vacations  from  £2  10*.  tc 


Parish  Committfjes. 

Success  of  Parish  Committees,  removal  of 

manure  heaps  and  improvement  of  houses 

principal  work  in  Cliff  division,  10118-9,  10121.— 
Houses  formerly  insanitary,  prize  scheme  successful, 
10120. — No  prize  given  till  removal  of  manure  heap 
thirty  feet  from  dwelling,  10121. — Sanitary  officers 
had  only  removed  manure  heap  in  exceptional  cases, 
10122-3. — Witness  had  been  in  Donegal  all  his  life, 
10124. 

Diet. 

Standard  of  diet  not  improved,  10125. — Poor 
people  live  mainly  on  potatoes,  more  bread 
than  formerly,  meat  on  rare  occasions,  10126-8. — 
American  bacon  once  a week  or  if  they  had  friends, 
10129-30. — Used  their  eggs,  but  not  to  a great  extent, 
10131. — Not  a poultry  district,  surplus  poultry  sold 
and  brought  a few  shillings  a year,  10132-3. — Mostly 
had  a cow  and  milk,  10134-5. — 'Creamery  in  district, 
10136. — Those  with  two  cows  sold  milk,  poorer  people 
used  their  own,  10137. — Very  little  butter  sold  except 
from  Creamery,  10138. 

Pier  and  Boat-Slip  at  Bunatruhan. 

Pier  and  boat-slip  at  Bunatruhan  built  by 
funds  from  Relief  of  Distress  Act  were  use- 
less, slip  too  steep  to  launch  boats  in  rough 
weather,  Board  of  Works  promised  in  1889  to  rectify 
mistake,  nothing  yet  done,  cost  was  £4,000  according 
to  Board  of  Works  Engineer’s  design,  10139-40. — 
Pier  too  short,  never  used,  could  be  remedied  by 
lengthening  fifty  or  sixty  feet  or  more,  length  of 
pier  260  feet,  10140,  10141. — *B allysliannon  suffered 
from  bar  at  mouth  of  Erne,  ships  discharged  at 
Killybegs,  price  of  coal  higher  in  consequence,  if 
pier  were  lengthened  ships  could  discharge  there 
within  half  a mile  of  railway,  10140,  10144.— If 
District  were  under  Congested  Districts  Board  affair 
would  have  been  remedied,  10141. — Lengthening  would’ 
give  depth  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  10142. — Pier 
cost  £4,000,  pier  built  for  fishermen,  boats  now  had 
to  be  beached  every  day,  pier  insufficient  protection, 
ships  could  come  in  if  pier  were  lengthened,  10143.— 
About  a dozen  steamers  crossed  bar  at  Ballyshannon 
yearly,  10145-6. — No  regular  steamer  service,  steamers 
came  with  coal,  10147. — Had  to  cross  bar  at  spring 
tide,  if  they  missed  tide  had  to  wait  a week,  10148. 

BEWGLAS,  Rev.  W.  J. 

Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committee  had  conferred  great  benefits  in 
district,  dwellings  improved,  health  improved  on 
account  of  sanitary  conditions  attached  to  grants, 
grants  should  be  increased,  £55  for  forty  persons 
last  year,  £60  for  eighty-three  this,  help  given  to 
all  who  applied,  no  prizes,  nothing  could  be  done 
for  those  who  could  do  nothing  themselves,  that  class 
needed  help,  10151. 

Difficulty  with  People  too  Poor  to  Contribute 
towards  Improvement. 

Board  of  Guardians  could  not  repair  people’s 
houses,  10153. — Congested  Districts  Board  the 
l 
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only  Board  who  could  help,  10154,  10169. — 

.Widow  wit*  helpless  children  could  do  no  work 
unless  she  was  paid  for  it,  10155. — Very  poor  were  on 
various  estates,  Lord  Leitrim  principal  landlord, 
10156-7. — Parish  Committee  should  have  power  to 
improve  houses  irrespective  of  oocupier’s  ability  to 
contribute,  10158,  10181. — People  themselves  to  be 
made  to  work  if  able,  10158. — Parish  Committee 
might  be  competent  to  expend  £5  to  £10  of  total 
grant  on  such  work,  subject  to  making  special  return 
to  Board  controlling  expenditure,  10170-1. — 'Com- 
mittee would  judge  who  were  unable  to  contribute, 
10159-60,  10165. — (Poor  Law  officers  had  no  money 
for  such  work,  10161. — 'Cases  would  not  be  many, 
some  asked  for  assistance  at  present,  and  Committee 
could  do  nothing,  10162. — Difficulty  of  differentiating 
between  those  able  to  contribute  and  those  unable 
would  be  got  over  if  it  were  within  Committee’s 
general  programme  to  improve  class  of  dwellinghonises, 
10163-5,  10172. — Committee’s  popularity  would  not 
suffer,  10166,  10168. — Committee’s  good  terms  with 
population  one  great  secret  of  success,  10167. — One 
of  these  cases  in  Oarrigart  now,  10173. — Poor  rate 
2*.  6 d.  in  the  pound  in  1891,  double  that  now, 
10174. — Local  authority  for  relief  of  poor  not  created 
to  improve  dwellings,  10175.— Witness’s  proposition 
referred-  only  to  houses,  10176. — 'Money  not  to  be  ex- 
pended on  houses  unfit  for  habitation,  only  on  those 
needing  sanitary  improvements,  10178,  10180. — 

Hard  and  fast  line  to  ensure  work  done  to  best  of 
their  ability,  10182. 

Downing's  Pier  Extension  Needed. 

Further  extension  of  Downings  pier  neces- 
sary, only  one-fourth  of  boats  could  get  near 
it  during  May,  great  hardship,  10182.— Last 
extension  made  by  Board  of  Works,  10185.— -County 
Council  had  an  oversight  of  it,  10186.— And  right  to 
tax  rt,  10187. — Money  used  to  pay  various  expenses 
about  pier,  10188. — Pier  vested  in  County  Council, 
10190  H a rb°U r"m a?ter  was  a County  Council  official, 
Railway  Extension  Needed. 

New  railway  from  Strabane  to  Letterkenny, 
talk  of  extension  to  Milford,  further  extension  to 
Downings  Bay  desirable,  if  Board  would  contribute 
company  would  do  it,  10192.— Twelve  miles  from 
Milford  to  Downings,  line  would  cross  Letterkennv 
line  and  go  by  Ramelton  to  Milford,  and  up  side  of 
Mulroy  Bay  to  Oarrigart,  10193-4.— Great  advantage 
in  getting  fish  to  market,  5,200  salmon  landed  at 
Downings  this  summer  and  sent  to  railway  by  cart, 
“S1  , ”c^,  _ should  go  fresh  to  market  lost, 
10194.  .'Cos,,  would  be  £5,000  a mile,  company  would 
do  it  if  Board  contributed  £1,000  a mile,  10195— 
letterkenny  to  Milford  twelve  miles,  inducement  onlv 
required  for  extension  to  Downings,  10196— Not  fair 
% “f  from  Lori  Leitrim,  Le  might 

give  land  free  witness  thought,  10197,  10199— Not 
landlord  to  give  land  as  in  England,  tenants 
J*  of  10200— Rosapenna 

S i’JniSht  Tlofc  Wfit>  its  present  class 

of  visitors  wanted  to  get  away  from  railway,  10198. 


Boat-building  Yard  at  Fanney’s  Bay. 

MnWb^ldingy^d  afc  Huey’s  Bay,  on  west  side  of 
Si  employment  and  help  fishing 

1019^  ard  would  build  any  boats 

Proba^-v  tsuPPty  ^>ole  of  north-west 
otW  Sr£n6  yal  at  and  “ demand  grew 
others  might  be  opened  m district,  10202— Demand 
would  grow  with  fishing  industry,  10203. 

Lace  and  Embroidery  Industry. 

Loo-  class  in  Oarrigart  fairly  racra.hil,  girls  did  not 

mm  Si"  ™ “ th'y  did  "ot  s-1  ree“Illr 

S'  10218 tT"’.  P,“d  by  th«  ?”».  W®* 

40221-— Thls  took  several  weeks  before  they 
P lt  would  encourage  the  industry  if  the 
money  that  was  to  bo  paid  at  the  end  was  uaid 

i^fs,y&°6  r06-8’ 

industry,  encouragement  necessary  in  congested 
tricts  to  start  an  industry,  102134,  10219— No  loss 


BEW'GIjA'S,  Rev.  W.  J. — continued. 

to  Board  in  such  payment,  10221—  Girls  not  learning 
tnad©  would  be  m the  fields  or  id'ling  at  home  or 
away  at  service,  and  later  emigrate,  10215—' Work 
though  unpaid  better  than  idling,  10226— Learners 
ten  years  old  and  up,  10216— Witness  would  not 
interfere  with  Board’s  method  of  instructing  fisher 
men,  10220—  Supplying  instruction  for  Lace  industry 
was  Board’s  function,  10224— Embroidery  class  dis- 
tinct from  lace  class,  got  no  help  from  Board  was 
not  under  Board,  10205,  10209— Would  be  glad  of 
help,  started  two  years  ago,  girls  clever  and  eot 
highest  awards  at  Albert  Hall  Exhibition  of  1905 
and  Limerick  Exhibition,  1906,  chain  embroider^ 
much  admired,  girls  poor  and  walked  far  to  classes 
delighted  in  work,  10209.  ’ 

Market  Difficulty. 

Finding  market  question  of  demand  and  beyond 
individual  help,  information  wanted  as  co  where 
m^ketwas,  10209,  10211— Embroidery  high-class  pro- 

Mineral  Resources. 

Board  might  employ  expert  to  find  out  mineral  re- 
sources, said  to  be  coal  in  neighbourhood,  inexhaustible 
supply  of  granite,  10226. 

Roads  Needed. 

Board  might  assist  road-making  to  isolated  houses 
rates  could  not  afford  to,  10226— Cart  roads  wanted’ 
10227. — Difficult  to  make  men  work  together  and 
make  them  without  inducement,  10228-9,  10232— Only 
had  to  cut  bog  and  put  down  stones,  10230— They 
made  foothpaths  over  fields,  10231. 

Agricultural  Department  and  County  Committee 
did  Nothing. 

Agricultural  Department  did  nothing  tin  dis- 
trict, Congested  Districts  Board  used  to  do  a 
great  deal,  kept  instructor  who  had  experi- 
mental plots  and  gave  people  advice,  hired  out  agri- 
cultural implements  at  6 d.  or  1a.  a day,  when  De- 
partment took  over  implements  were  sold,  great  loss 
and  grievance,  10232-3,  10239. — No  one  knew  how  to 
bnng  pressure  to  bear  on.  Department,  10233.— 
Nothing  heard  about  Department  except  grumbling, 
10236.  Each  district  had  representatives  on  Com- 
mittee to  bring  matters  before  Department,  10234- 
Department  entrenched  behind  Committee,  10237— 
District  had  been  in  touch  with  people  working  for 
Board,  10238— Did  not  know  the  names  of  people 
working  for  Department,  10235-6,  10239. 

Domestic  Economy  Classes. 

'^lad  cookery  and  dressmaking  classes, 
10240-1— Given  up  now,  10241— Good  effect,  fitted 
girls  for  service  and  home,  10242— More  demand  for 
girls  services,  10243. 

Agricultural  Bank. 

No  agricultural  bank  in  district,  10244. 

M ‘GLYNN,  Right  Rev.  Monsignor. 

Dissatisfaction  with  Department  of  Agriculture. 

. Work  of  agricultural  development  and  improvement 
+DTvfee  ,°f  S*0ck  should  never  have  been  handed  over 
to  Department  by  'Congested:  Districts  Board,  10247-8— 
Boards  consent  was  necessary  to  handing  over,  and 
snould  not  have  been  given,  10298— People  com- 
plained of  Department’s  neglect,  10249-50.— County 
Committee  knew  it.  County  Councillors  thought  it 
would  he  a good  thing  to  refuse  to  levy  county  rate 
ot  one  penny  in  the  pound  as  the  ratepayers  did  not 
get  proper  return,  10251,  10254,  10333— Department 
would  be  left  without  funds  and-  have  to  find  means 
of  doing  work  better,  10333. 

Money  Raised  by  Rates,  Disposal  of  Surplus,  etc. 

, ?-nei.  , ia  the  pound  rate  raised  for 

devel°Praent  Department  contributed 
tnnty  sn'llings^  for  every  pound  raised  by 
uuty,  10252,  10261. — Department  took  charge  of 

j i ■ fy ' — for  neglect,  Department  had 
acted  high-handedly  and  not  listened  to  County  Com- 
mittee s suggestions,  Committee  proposed  that  money 
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saved  from  schemes  in.  congested  areas  if  not  re- 
allotted that  year  should  be  saved  for  congested  dis- 
tricts in  future  and  not  thrown  into  general  fund, 
Department  refused,  and  put  it  into  general  fund, 
10255-8,  10260,  10331,  10337a. — No  reason  given  by 
Department,  a Committee  like  County  Committee 
should  be  given  reasons,  10259,  10262. — Penny  in  the 
pound  collected  from  whole  county,  congested  and 
non- congested,  10261,  10343. — Some  of  the  money 
spent,  all  schemes  not  taken  up,  for  different  reasons, 
10263-4. — 'Several  not  sanctioned  one  year  by  Depart- 
ment although  put  forward  in  time,  10265. — There 
were  live-stock  schemes  for  providing  bulls,  etc.,  for 
improving  stock,  farm  prize  scheme  for  best  managed 
farm,  cottage  prize  scheme  for  best  kept 
cottage,  scheme  for  sending  instructors  in  butter- 
making to  farmers’  houses,  and  poultry-rearing 
scheme,  10266. — Department’s  representative  at 
County  Committee  meetings  had  schemes  fitted  up, 
his  figures  had  largely  to  be  taken,  10267. — Com- 
mittee had  very  little  initiative,  10268.— Schemes 
drawn  up  by  Committee  and  Department’s  officer, 
10269. — Money  not  transferable  from  one  scheme,  such 
as  live-stock,  to  another,  such  as  farm  prize,  10269-70. 
— District  heard  of  schemes  through  advertisements 
in  papers,  posters,  etc.,  10271.— Arrangement  broke 
down  through  differences  between  Committee  and  De- 
partment, 10272. 

Rate  of  Id.  in  the  £ supposed  to  be  spent  all  over 
county,  10334-5. — Allocation  for  schemes,  10336.— 
Money  not  used  on  schemes  on  account  of  friction  with 
Department  reserved  in  bank,  10337,  10338-9. — Depart- 
ment did  not  absorb  surplus  but  put  it  in  general 
county  fund,  10337a. — When  first  penny  rate  was  levied 
before  Department  took  over  Board’s  work,  instruc- 
tions were  sent  not  to  spend  money  in  congested  areas 
although  they  had  contributed  to  rate,  as  Board 
looked  after  their  interests,  10339-43. — Instructors  in 
cookery  and  dressmaking  refused  by  Glenties 
Guardians  as  not  enough  return  for  penny  rate, 
10341. — Act  of  1899  established  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, befove  Department  could  spend  money  there 
must  be  a local  rate,  10344. — 'County  Council  must 
levy  rate  over  whole  county,  could  .not  exempt  con- 
gested areas,  10345-6. — Act  prevented  Department 
spending  money  on  congested  areas,  10347.— Result 
was  congested  districts  paid  rate  and  got  no  benefit, 
10348. — 'Congested  Districts  Board  then  contributed 
same  amount  to  congested  areas  as  Department  to 
non-congested,  10349-50. — Department’s  representa- 
tive attended  meetings  at  Lifford,  and  said  Depart- 
ment would  give  to  Committee  the  amount  corres- 
ponding to  what  congested  districts  paid  in  rates, 
10350.— Result,  non-congested  areas’  money  came 
partly  from  rate  and  partly  from  Department,  con- 
gested areas  got  .money  partly  from  rate  and  partly 
from  Board,  10351. — Non-congested  area  schemes  must 
nP10vel*  ky  County  Committee  and  Department, 
10352.— 'Department  had  to  approve  of  any  scheme 
for  which  local  rate  was  raised,  therefore  congested 
areas  schemes  had  to  have  approval  of  County  Com- 
mittee, Congested  Districts  Board,  and  Department, 
inm  'Much  complication  resulted,  10355.— Act  of 
1901  enabled  County  Council  to  levy  a rate  and 
exempt  congested  areas,  but  did  not  prevent  their 
raising  a general  rate,  10356-7 


Difficulty  about  Instructors. 

Notices  never  sent  out;  advertisements  on< 
published  for  appointment  of  butter-instrui 
tors,  two  were  appointed,  Department  said  the: 
were  ineligible  as  they  were  natives  of  count' 
rule  making  natives  of  county  ineligible  made  tw 
years  previously,  and  Committee  never,  informed 
after  making  appointments  Committee  had  to  acl 
now  I edge  they  had  acted  contrary  to  Department 
rule,  position  humiliating,  one  instructor  had  bee 
trained  partly  at  Committee’s  expense,  both  spol 
Irish  well,  Committee  argued  matter,  Departmer 
+lley  had.  nothing  further  to  say,  10273-1 
1U286— Modification  of  rule  suggested  by  Commit!* 
making  only  natives  of  same  Parliamentary  divisio 
ineligible  not  accepted,  10490-1.—  Schemes  suspende 
as  consequence  of  friction,  10276,  10278-80.— Con 
m’J.tee  were  passive  resisters,  10279. 


Live-Stock  Scheme  not  Suitable  for  Congested 
Districts. 

Live-stock  and  farm  prize  schemes  still  in  opera- 
tion, 10277,  10281. — Congested  area  did  not  get 
share  of  live-stock  scheme  under  Department, 
10282. — Expense  of  keeping  Government  animal 
under  supervision  too  great  for  poorer  people, 
10283,  10291. — They  had  no  good  buyers,  animals 
had  to  be  fed  and  bedded  in  a .certain  way, 
10292. — People  would  not  take  risk,  10293. — 
Terms  should,  be  modified  to  suit  congested  areas, 
10284. — 'Regulations  not  made  by  Committee,  10285. 
— Representations  had  heen  made,  Department  re- 
fused -to  listen,  10286. — 'Department  insisted  on  bulls 
of  certain  qualification  as  being  in  Stud-book,  'must 
pass  veterinary  surgeon,  that  added  £10  to  price, 
£10 _ went  to  breeder,  10287-8. — Veterinary  surgeon’s 
certificate  was  crown  brand,  10289. — Result  was,  bull 
too  expensive  for  poor  purchasers,  same  complaint  in 
non-congested  districts,  suggestion  made  to  send  re- 
presentatives to  shows  and  fairs  to  buy  bulls  before 
they  got  certificate  and  have  Department  veterinary 
surgeon  to  assure  them  bulls  would  pass,  10290— 
People  at  present  could  neither  afford  to  buy  bulls 
or  to  keep  them,  10293. — 'Committee  had  represented 
to  Department  that  bulls  should  be  bought  and  kept 
by  themselves,  but  got  no  attention,  10294-6.— No 
complaint  under  Board,  different  system,  schemes 
worked  all  right,  10297-8. — Agricultural  schemes  in 
congested  and  non-congested  areas  all  blocked,  10313-4. 
Bulls  supplied  in  areas  outside  congested  districts, 
10315. — Reason  for  congested  areas  not  taking  bulls 
might  be  that  Board  formerly  supplied  them  on  easier 
terms,  new  scheme  not  properly  considered,  10316-7. — 
More  rigorous  terms  unpopular,  10318. — Department’s 
live-stock  scheme  worked  satisfactorily  where  land  was 
good,  10325. — Some  bulls  in  congested  districts,  10326. 


County  Committee,  Relations  to  other  Bodies,  &c. 

County  Committee  did  not  report  difficulties 
formally  to  County  Council,  Council  was  aware 
of  difficulties,  several  County  Councillors  on 
Committee,  10299-300. — Committee  not  answerable 
to  County  Council,  was  nominated  by  County  Council 
but  independent,  10301-3,  10324,  10372-3.— Department 
was  authority  immediately  above,  10304,  10307,  10311. 
10319. — Committee  had  representatives  on  Council  of. 
Agriculture,  witness  was  one,  only  short  time  elected,' 
not  yet  attended  meeting,  10305. — Notified  of  appoint- 
ment by  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  M‘Fadden,  Secretary  to 
Donegal  County  Council,  10306. — No  communication 
with  Agricultural  'Council,  10308.— Debates  to  this 
effect  had  taken  place  in  County  Committee,  10309— 
Agricultural  Board  and  Board  of  Technical  Instruc- 
tion only  advisory  or  vetoing  bodies,  10311.— 'Did  not 
go  into  disputes  between  Committee  and  Department, 
10312.— Funds  provided  by  levy  of  County  Coun- 
cil supplemented  by  Department,  10320. —Under 
control  of  Department  not  County  Council,  accounts 
prepared  by  Committee’s  Secretary,  payments  ordered 
by  Committee,  cheques  signed  by  Secretary  and  for- 
warded to  owners,  payment  made  by  bank  out  of 
account,  10321. — Department  accounting  body  and 
sent  auditor,  10322-3. — More  powerful  men  on  Com- 
mittee came  from  good  districts  close  to  place  of  meet- 
ing and  gave  good  attendance,  10327.— Strabane  No.  2, 
Derry  No.  2,  non-congested  area,  Lifford  meeting  place 
convenient  to  them,  people  in  Glenties,  Killybegs 
Glencolumbkill,  and  Kilcar  too  far  away,  10328  — 
Pw>ple  from  non-congested  area  the  dominant 
influence  in  Committee,  but  well  disposed  and 
anxious  to  help  congested  areas,  had  passed 
resolutions  m favour  of  them,  and  wished 
to  reserve  money  saved  from  congested  districts  for 
those  districts,  10329-31 . —Congested  districts  would 
get  proper  share  of  animals  if  nominations  were 
taken  up,  valuation  of  districts  lower,  and  therefore 
more  animals  for  other  districts,  10329.— Still  much 
complication,  which  induced  transfer  of  live-stock 
schemes  in  1903  from  Board  to  Department,  10357— 
Three  stages  ; the  whole  under  the  Board,  partly  under 
Board  and  partly  under  Department,  then  under 
County  Committee  and  Department,  10358. — Com- 
plications arose  with  establishment  of  Department, 
through  all  complications, 
10359,  10361a.— Board  had  worked  satisfactorily  be- 
fore existence  of  Committee,  10360-1— Did  nothing 

l 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


84 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


M ‘GLYNN,  Right  Rev.  Monsignoe — continued. 

in  non-conges  ted  areas,  10361. — 'Witness  thought 
Agricultural  Council  had  two  members  from  each 
county,  10362. — Two  from  Donegal,  10363-4. — Repre- 
sentatives knew  of  difficulties,  10365. — 'Donegal 
County  Councillors  knew  of  inquiry  into  working  of 
Department,  10367. — Inquiry  had  sat  in  Derry, 
30368. — Witness  and  others  had  given  substantial 
evidence,  10360-70. — Committee  had  received  notifi- 
cation and  nominated  members  to  give  evidence,  six 
went,  10370-1. 

Areas  Needixg  to  be  Scheduled. 

Four  divisions  in  Union  of  Stranorlar  ought 
to  be  scheduled  as  congested,  they  were  Gleneely, 
part  of  Stranorlar,  part  of  Convoy,  part  of 
Knock,  10375,  10380. — All  in  rural  district  of  Stran- 
orlar ; statement  of  area,  population,  and  poor  law 
valuation  handed  in,  10375  (page  246). — Divisions 
were  townlands  in  electoral  divisions  at  present  not 
scheduled,  certain  parts  of  electoral  divisions  only 
to  be  scheduled,  10376-9. — Parts  included  townlands, 
10381. — Townland  unit  of  administration,  10382. — 
Reasons  for  scheduling,  first  they  were  continuation 
of  congested  area,  so  no  new  area  would  be  created, 
valuation  per  head  of  population  not  higher  than 
scheduled  areas,  high  valuation  of  large  villages  and 
valuable  demesnes  and  fisheries  raised  valuation  per 
head  in  surrounding  country  beyond  real  value,  Board 
should  have  power  of  scheduling  whole  or  part  of  an 
electoral  division  if  village  or  fishery,  etc.,  was  cause 
of  abnormally  high  valuation,  and  should  request 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  schedule,  10383-5,  10476. 


Definition  op  Congestion  Needed  Amendment. 

Definition  of  “ congestion  ” at  present  valuation  per 
head  not  more  than  30s.,  there  were  scheduled  districts 
with  £1  14s.  or  £1  17s.  valuation  per  head,  10386. — 

Valuation  represented  houses  and  lands,  10387. 

People  must  be  20  per  cent,  of  population,  10390- 
Calculations  based  on  1901  valuation,  10388— Houses 
might  have  improved  and  population  decreased, 
10389— Board’s  work  very  successful,  10390— 
Stranorlar  Parish  Committee’s  secretary  worked 
gratuitously,  10390. 


Land  Purchase— Rise  in  Piuce  of  Land. 

, Land  purchase  question,  supervision  required 
to  prevent  tenant-purchasers  paying  too  much 
for  land,  in  order  to  protect  taxpayers,  10391, 
10396,  10401,  10422-3,  10430,  104367,  10488-9.— State 
should  be  able  to  fix  value  of  land  which  had 
increased  in  price  in  last  few  years,  in  1887,  270 
tenants  on  an.  estate  at  Le t term aca  w ard  agreed  to 
purciiase  holdings  under  Ashbourne  Act  price  then 
was  fifteen  years’  purchase,  or  £9,450,  application 
made  to  Land  Commission  for  money,  who  declined 
to  advance  money,  but  sent  valuer  to  value  estate,  ' 
valuer  became  ill  and  could  not  come,  sale  not 
effected  ; twelve  years  later  estate  again  in  market 
for  £9,692,  Board  then  declined  to  buy  it‘;  in  1906. 
Land  Commission  again  applied  to  for  advance  of 
purchase  money,  price  now  £11,462  5s.  6 d.,  and  bonus 
£l,o74  0s.  6 d.,  or  £12,836  6s.,  and  landlord’s  terms 
less  advantageous,  if  sale  now  went  through  landlord 
would  receive  £3,144  more  than  he  was  satisfied  witli 
in  189 9,  10391. — Owner  of  estate  had  always  been 
considerate  for  tenants,  10392. — His  terms  were  better 
than  other  vendors,  arguments  not  directed  against 
?nl^- ^ as  illustration  of  inflation  of  land 
market,  10393-4— Eight  years  ago,  O’Donnell  estate 
in  xiooish  sold  under  Ashbourne  Act  for  eighteen 
years  purchase,  inspector  came  and  said  one-third 
tenants  holdings  not  sufficient  security  for  money 
and  lowered  figure  to  sixteen  years,  sale  effected  at 
^Ur-llasc  -f?r  two-thirds  and  sixteen 
for  one-third ; Carrigan,  similar  estate,  was  sold  at 
sixteen  years  purchase  under  Ashbourne  Act,  Com- 
. mission  advanced  money  .without  trouble,  and  they 
were  prospering ,10394— Hard  to  judge  of  tenants’ 
interest,  much  the  same  in  1887  as  now,  10395— 
Real  question  not  annual  amount  paid  by  tenant 
• but  value  of  land  extension  of  time  for  purchase  an 
advantage,  but  did  not  alter  price,  10307— -Could  not 
be  fixed,  10398-9— Where  property  was  taken™™ 
10400-l.y  f0r  State  purposes’  loss  should  b«  prevented, 
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Landlord  should  get  his  Net  Income. 

Question  of  requiring  landlord  to  accept  a sum 
that  would  yield  less  than  Ills  income  not  opened 
but  landlord  should  be  content  with  sum  yielding  « 
much  as  his  income,  10402— State  did  not  comueu 
sate  for  raised  income  tax,  10404— Great  difference 
between  gross  and  net  rental,  example  of  Townawillv 
estate,  income  and  rents  went  to  Raphoe  Royal 
School,  half  to  Protestant  Board  of  Education  hi  if 
to  Catholic,  amount  received,  £597  12s.,  10404. ^~Sal 
took  place,  money  realised  invested,  and  yielded  £730 
per  annum,  gain  of  £132  8s.,  10405— Secretary  of 
Commissioners  of  Education  in  Ireland  could  give 
particulars  of  investment,  etc.,  10406-12.  6 


DANGERS  OF  IMPROVIDENT  BARGAINS  TO  TAXPAYERS. 

Authors  of  Act  of  1903  saw  danger  of  im. 
provident  bargains  when  tenants  purchased  land  as 

they  established  Guarantee  Fund,  10417-20— Com- 
position of  Guarantee  Fund  scandalous,  grants  liable 
m case  of  tenants’  failure  to  pay  were : Irish  Develop- 
ment Grant,  money  used  for  making  roads  and 
bridges,  etc.,  third  of  grant  for  education  in  Ireland 
p-ants  in  aid  for  maintenance  of  children  in  Indus’ 
£?ls>  °T&nb  for  maintenance  of  lunatics 
10420-1,  10435.-— Grant  might  be  called  for  if  Land 
Ufimmission  didn  t get  instalments,  10425-6— Danger 
to  taxpayer  did  not  arise  in  cases  where  tenant  sold 
to  tenant,  *btate  did  not  make  up  deficit,  104224a  — 
Guarantee  only  for  repayment  of  instalments  to  Land 
n0t  gl— ! Purcllase  of  tenant-right, 
10427.  If  a man  failed  to  pay  Government  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  re-selling  land  with  such 
valuable  tenant-right,  danger  to  tax-payer  there- 
fore, and  of  Guarantee  Fund  being  closed  on 
W ac  ^^mhing  danger,  but  still  a danger  so 
ong  as  Fund  existed,  existence  of  Guarantee  proved 
{Lfjknger,  10443-7— Fund  might  have  been  estab- 
lished to  show  there  was  security  behind  the  Act  or 
to  encourage  those  who  could  to  pay,  10448-9  -Wit- 
gShMiS”™*8  “*  “PPh  where  bid  was 


Price  of  Tenant-Right. 

Value  of  tenant-right  difficult  to  judge,  small  farms 
more  in  demand  and  higher  value  than  large,  tenants 
““  pay  kgk  prices  to  other  tenants  for  right, 
10413-6.— No  public  money  available  for  purchase  of 
tenant-right  10428-31. — .Bad  thing  for  tenants  to 
mortgage  holdings,  10432-3— Money  paid  for  tenant 
right  came  from  sons  of  people  in  America,  Scot- 
England,  and  those  who  went  to  the  Lagan, 
Tenant-right  worth  more  than  landlord’s 
nght,  10438. — Tenant’s  interest  of  a purchasing 
tenant  paying  an  annuity  increased  in  value  the 

1043942  10473Xlity  approached  time  of-  redemPtion’ 


J.  1J5R  JX  EEDED  AT  J!  ALCORRIB. 

Falcorrib  pier  much  needed,  £1,000  granted  not 
enough,  recommendation  from  Commission  for  ad- 
vance  of  further  amount  desirable,  Falcorrib  five 
miles  from  Dungloe,  pier  useful  to  Trawenagh  Bay 
people,  10450-2. — No  people's  bank  in  Stranorlar, 
three  joint  stock  banks,  10453-4. 


domestic  Economy  Classes. 

There  had  been  domesic  economy  classes,  10455— 
Kesutt  good  m cookery,  dressmaking,  etc.,  10456  — 
Glasses  continuing,  lace  and  embroidery  classes  also 
going  on,  10457. — No  contention  with  Department  on 
technical  question,  Committee  took  exception  to  rule 
about  instructors,  Committee  appointed  to  assist  De- 
partment, and  by  this  rule  Department  deprived  itself 
of  assistance,  and  forced  Committee  to  go  to  others 
lor  certificate  for  instruction  instead  of  taking  people 
they  knew,  10458. 
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Direct  Sale  Objectionable  on  Poor  Estate. 

Method  of  transfer  of  land  on  poor  estates 
usually  sale  to  tenant  direct,  10460,  10462. — Land 
Commission  advanced  money  to  tenant  who  repaid 
by  instalments,  10461. — Direct  sale  to  tenants  a mis- 
take, 10462-3. — Better  for  tenants  to  deal  with  Board, 
for  Board  to  purchase  from  landlord  and  re-sell  to 
tenants,  10463-4. — 'Board  inspected  land  before  pur- 
chase, 10465,  10468. — Estates  'Commissioners  also  in- 
spected when  buying  for  themselves,  10466-7. — No 
inspection  when  tenants  purchased  direct,  10466. — 
An  estate  could  be  called  “ congested  ” with  consent 
of  landlord,  10469-70. — And  sold  to  Commissioners  as 
such,  10472. — Landlords  preferred  dealing  direct  with 
tenants,  10469. — Tenant-purchaser’s  instalments  re- 
mained the  same  in  spite  of  improvement  in  pro- 
perty, 10474. — Might  have  difficulty  in  paying  in  bad 
year,  there  were  decadal  reductions  before  Ashbourne 
Act  which  were  taken  advantage  of,  10475. — Estates 
Commissioners  had  power  under  Act  of  1903  to  buy 
land,  with  owner’s  consent,  and  sell  at  a loss  to 
tenants,  tenant  could  buy  under  such  conditions  and 
be  able  to  live,  witness  thought  landlords  not  prepared 
to  sell  to  Board  or  Commissioners,  10485-6. — Board 
puying  direct  from  landlord  and  re-selling  to  tenants 
another  method,  too  rare,  10487. — Board  had  worked 
well,  10488. 


BAILLIE,  Colonel  J.  I?. — continued. 

Granite  Quarries. 

Good  granite  quarries  in  district  could  be  developed, 
10516-7. — Donegal  would  be  port  of  shipment ; pier 
would  need  improvement,  10518. 

* TunBARY. 

Witness  had  experiene  of  bogs  vested  on  trustees 
appointed  by  tenants  ; thing  to  guard  against  was 
tenants  with  bog  on  holdings  making  off  neighbours ; 
trouble  caused  that  way  by  Estates  Commissioners  on 
Hollywood  Estate ; severe  judgment  given  on  Land 
Commission,  10518-9. — Plenty  of  turbary  in  district ; 
it  was  getting  cut  out ; tenants  who  had  no  turbary 
permitted  by  landlord  to  cut  from  townlands  that 
had  ; reason  estate  was  not  sold  was  that  tenants  who 
had  turbary  refused  to  let  others  cut  it,  if  they  bought 
the  land,  10608-9. — Tenants  without  turbaTy  afraid  of 
losing  right  of  cutting,  10609. 

Mountain  Grazing. 

Mountain  grazing  should  be  in  common ; more 
animals  could  be  accommodated  ; fencing  reduced 
value  of  grazing,  10519. — No  untenanted  lands  in 
witness's  district,  10520. — Board  was  negotiating  pur- 
chase of  the  two  grazing  farms  near,  10521. 


Valuation  as  Test  oe  Congestion. 

Electoral  division  should  be  unit  for  scheduled  areas 
as  a rule  there  were  exceptions,  10476. — ‘Rateable  value 
a fair  test  and  the  only  one  available,  10477.—' V alua- 
tion  of  to-day  was  made  sixty  years  ago,  same  all  round 
country,  10478. — Land  value  fixed  then,  houses  valued 
from  year  to  year,  10479,  10483.— Glenties  Union 
land  could  never  be  improved,  good  land  would  im- 
prove yearly,  witness’s  district  as  poor  as  Glenties, 
10480-2. — Witness  did  not  admit  new  valuation  would 
double  it,  10484. 

Document  put  in  by  the  Bight  Be v.  Monsignor 
M'Olynn. 

Districts  which  the  Stmnorlar  Bural  District  rot.  II. 
Council  wish  to  have  scheduled  as 
“Congested,” 246 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  had  worked  well  encouraging 
people  to  make  small  improvements ; powers  should 
be  extended  and  funds  given  them,  10495. — Attend- 
ances at  meetings  good,  five  or  six  attended,  10496-7. 

Part  of  Tyrone  should  be  Scheduled. 

Congested  Districts  Board’s  area  should  be  extended 
to  parts  of  Tyrone  near  Draperstown  and  Plum- 
bridge,  10498. 

Supply  of  Bulls. 

Congested  Districts  Board  system  of  supplying 
bulls  preferable  to  present  system,  10498.— Several 
bulls  got  under  old  system ; Mr.  Sinclair’s  Estate 
at  Inver  had  three  in  succession  ; bulls  suited  people 
and  were  kept ; Lord  Lifford’s  Hayes  Estate  had  one 
and  held  it  three  years,  10498a. — Present  system 
troublesome ; breeder  got  the  benefit,  10499. — Bull 
bought  probably  for  £20,  with  undertaking  to  give 
services  for  a shilling  for  twenty  cows ; a premium 
of  £10  received  at  end  of  a year,  10500-500a. — Second 
year  bull’s  services  got  unconditionally,  after  that 
bull  man’s  own  property  ; under  Board  bull  was  man’s 
property  after  paying  three  instalments ; old  system 
£12  in  two  instalments,  increased  to  £18  in  "three 
years,  with  carriage  sometimes ; £18  rather  too  high, 
10501.  10516. — Under  new  Department’s  Scheme  im- 
possible to  keep  bull  without  loss  ; people  did  not  care 
about  it,  10501a. — Farms  in  congested  districts  un- 
suitable and  formalities  too  many,  10502. — On  land- 
lord’s home  farm  difficulty  would  not  arise,  10503. — 
Certificate  raised  bull’s  price  ; bought  cheaper  in  open 
market,  10504-5. — There  were  some  privately  owned 
bulls  in  congested  districts,  people  getting  better 
stock,  10506-10510. — District  about  Stranorlar  con- 
gested, 10509. — Board  insisted  on  2s,  6 d.  service  fee, 
10611-2.— 2.i.  6d.  also  charged  for  private  bull,  but 
that  was  regulated  by  district  sometimes  not  charged 
“t  all,  10512-3. — No  objections  to  2s.  6(7.  fee,  10514. — 
Witness  knew  no  place  where  loss  was  charged,  10515. 


Migration. 

Enlargement  of  present  holdings  impossible;  if 
people  migrated  holdings  could  be  enlarged,  10525-6. — 
People  might  migrate  to  land  near  ; did  not  like  to  go 
far,  10523-4,  10528. — Would  not  pay  to  add  land  at  a 
distance  to  holdings,  10522. — Tenant-right  of  man 
removed  must  be  bought  up ; he  might  exchange  it 
for  another  farm,  10526-8. — Case  of  two  farms  in 
Cavan  where  tenants’  houses  were  transposed  ; houses 
were  similar  ; Land  Commission  insisted  on  exchange  ; 
tenants  would  not  agree,  10528-31. — Migrant’s  hold- 
ing should  be  purchased  by  adjoining  tenants  if  pos- 
sible, 10532-3,  10536. — Stranger  sometimes  outbid 
tenants,  10534. — Great  deal  of  agrarian  trouble  caused 
that  way,  10535. 

Cottage  Industries  and  Technical  Instruction. 

Industries,  particularly  cottage  industries,  should 
be  started  ; children  in  national  schools  should  be 
prepared  by  instructors  in  industries,  such  as  wood- 
carving, 10537-8,  10551. — Carving  and  , lace  class 
was  established  independent  of  national  system, 
10538-9. — New  Department  could  not  make  grant 
for  technical  instruction  in  primary  schools,  10540. 
— Technical  grants  for  technical  schools,  10542. 
— Needlework  branch  in  national  schools  might  be 
extended  to  industries,  10541,  10543. — Technical 
schools  in  Strabane  and  Letterkenny  too  far  for  chil- 
dren to  attend,  10543. — Something  had  been  done  for 
agricultural  training,  an  idea  of  starting  farm  in 
each  county  for  teaching  improved  methods,  10544. — • 
Model  of  five  or  six  acres  in  each  parish  a good  idea, 
10545. — Allotment  system  in  English  schools  would 
be  useful,  10546-7. — Unnecessary  to  separate  between 
common  and  technical  education  ; technical  education 
could  be  carried  out  in  primary  schools,  less  expen- 
sive and  easier  to  get  at  children  before  they  left 
school,  10547A-5G. 


Tree  Planting. 

Something  necessary  to  be  done  for  tree  plant- 
ing, 10551,  10567. — Waste  lands  obtainable  at  trifling 
cost,  10552-3. — Might  be  a condition  for  new 
tenants  to  plant  trees,  10554-6. — Tenants  usually 
cut  down  trees  when  they  bought,  10557. — Argu- 
ment was  shadow  prevenfed  growth,  10558.— 
Really  for  use  of  tree,  10559. — Comers  on  holdings 
could  be  planted,  10560.— Parish  Committee  might 
offer  prizes,  10561. — Landlord  had  no  power  to  cut 
down  trees  when  selling,  10562.— Must  plant  and  Te 
gister  to  have  right,  10563.— Could  not  cut  on  ten- 
ants’ holdings,  10564. — Might  on  untenanted  land  ; 
witness  knew  of  no  case,  10565. — Too  much  cutting 
had  been  done  altogether,  10566. — Afforestation  ope- 
rations should  be  begun  on  small  scale  and  continued 
on  large,  10568-9.— Pasturage  rights  on  mountains  a 
difficulty  ; land  would  have  to  be  acquired  and  fenced. 
10570-1. — Larch  suitable  and  sold  well,  10572. 
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Rent  on  late  Loud  Lifford's  Estate,  Reclamation 
Value,  &c. 

Sixty  years  ago  late  Lord  Lifford  look  up 
his  estate,  which  was  untenanted,  striped  it, 
gave  help  for  houses,  and  let  it  at  a shilling 
an  acre ; rent  remained  same  ever  since,  10572-3, 
10577,  10581,  10591.— Idea  to  give  it  for  ten 

shillings  an  acre  never  came  off,  10572a. — Tenants 
had  not  been  into  Court,  could  not  get  it  cheaper,  no 
turbary  rights,  10574. — Tenants  had  reclaimed  some 
farms,  10575. — Had  taken  extra  areas,  thirty  acres 
as  30s.,  10576. — Tenants  did  fencing,  10577. — Moory 
land  had  been  made  fruitful,  tenants  had  free  tur- 
bary, 10578. — Farms  not  reclaimed  at  time  of  Griffith’s 
valuation,  10579-80. — Rating  value  now  same  as  waste 
land,  10581. — Tenant-right  high,  thirty  to  forty  years’ 
purchase  for  30s.  plot,  10582-4,  10587,  10591. — Some 
properties  in  neighbourhood  sold,  10585. — Landlord’s 
interest  valued  at  twenty-three  years’  purchase  on 
first  term  rents,  twenty-five  on  second  term,  10586-8, 
10592,  10605. — Bonus  in  addition ; landlord  really 
got  twenty-eight  years’  purchase,  out  of  which  he 
paid  his  expenses,  10606-7. — Reclamation  lands  diffi- 
cult to  compare  with  adjoining  lands  in  hands  of 
owner,  10590,  10593. — Price  given  for  land  subject 
to  rent  almost  as  good  on  this  estate  as  price  of  free- 
hold, 10589,  10593.— In  this  case  shilling  was  for  re- 
clamation value,  10594. — Tenant  had  put  much  work 
into  land,  10595. — Landlord  would  not  now  let 
land  for  shilling,  value  5s.  to  7s.  an  acre, 
10596-7. — At  that  price  a tenant  could  not  sell 
at  thirty  years’  purchase,  10598.— -Price  of  land 
m original  state  would  be  same  as  land  now 
in  landlord’s  hands,  10599.— Tenant’s  labour 
made  difference,  10600.— Getting  people  on  land 
had  been  useful  transaction,  10602.— Lifford 

R)601°  °n  ^lt>  Way  t0  KilI3’begs  *rom  Stranorlar, 


Spouting  Rights. 

Sporting  and  fishing  rights  in  neighbourhood  most 
valuable  asset,  10610-11.— Should  be  strictly  con- 
served, 10612,  10616. — Difficult  to  preserve  game  and 
fish  if  land  were  split  up  unless  tenants  saw  neces- 
sity ; it  could  be  done,  10613-7.— In  Stranorlar  tenant 
occupier  was  paid  2*'.  to  5s.  a brace  for  grouse  shot 
lfV^Stam^y  landlord  wit]l  ^Porting  right,  10617-9, 
10620,  10630.— Done  all  over  Donegal ; even  so,  tenant 
took  less  interest  than  he  used  to,  10619.— Humphrey 
h-st ate  paid  for  game  in  graduated  scale,  10630.— Mr, 
ibnE99U'i7PraCtlfaily  kept,his  tenants  during  famine. 
10622— Expended  more  than  the  income  of  property 
on  improvements,  10627.  * e y 


and  cared  for  tenants  during  Famine  years  and  before 

1881  Act,  10645-8. — Not  so  much  done  since,  10648 

Witness  relieved  tenants  of  tithe-rentcharges,  10649 
— Reduced  rent  by  12£  per  cent.,  put  it  back  in  1880  •' 
£571  paid  in  1834 ; on  re-valuation  rents  came  to. 
£582,  10650. — £3,000  spent  in  Famine  years  on  im- 
provements ; rent  not  raised,  10651-4. — Jointly  with 
his  father  witness  spent  £30,000  ; some  not  yet  re 
paid,  10657.— No  poor  rate  except  establishment 
charges  in  witness’s  division,  10655. — No  one  sent  to 
poorhouse  except  old  people,  10656. — In  1878  and 
1880,  £2,000  borrowed  from  Board  of  Works  and  spent 
on  estate,  10658. — No  more  spent  since  Act  of  ISfti 
10659.  ’ 


Mines. 

Silver  and  lead  mine  on  Finntosvn  Estate,  10660 
10662. — Witness  tried  to  develop  it  and  had 
man  over  from  England ; work  abandoned  owing  to 
defective  management,  10661,  10666— If  Congested 
Districts  Board  took  it  over  and  sent  inspector  mine 
could  be  set  going  and  an  English  company  would 
take  it,  10661,  10665. — No  railway  there  then,  10663 
—Everything  carted  forty  miles  to  Derry,  10664. 


Granite  Quarries. 

Granite  quarries  at  Barnesmore  better  than  Rosses, 
10667. — Stone  blasted  from  mountain  top  and  rolled 
down ; could  not  be  sent  down  since  railroad  came 
across,  10668. — Witness  had  a contract  at  time  and 
suggested  tunnel  for  railway  ; company  refused  and 
said  they  would  manage  blocks  coming  down ; only 
small  blocks  sent  up  to  them  ; when  a huge  block  went 
down  and  split  on  culvert,  railway  company  said  it 
must  go  down  under  control ; witness  could  not  get 
control,  10669.— Engineer  required  to  find  way  down 
at  back,  10670. 


Cottage  Industries. 

Cottage  industries  might  be  developed ; some 
sprigging  done,  10671— Nothing  to  do  with  Congested 
Districts  Board,  existed  since  1847 ; difficulty  with 
cloth  industry ; better  to  encourage  local  enterprise 
than  subsidise  enterprises  artificially  nursed,  10673-4. 

Untenanted  Land. 

Term  “ untenanted  land  ” not  good ; landlord  had 
probably  bought  up  tenant-right  of  land  not  let ; it 
should  not  be  sold  cheaper  than  tenanted  land, 
10675-8. 


Effect  of  Act  of  1881  in  Stopping  Improvement! 

expenditure  stopped  by  Act  of  1881,  1062* 
10628— Mr.  Sinclair  lived  on  his  property  till  hi 

HAMILTON,  Major. 

Position  of  Witness. 

fe'Ts“;  10633^  Vice-Chairman  o, 

Price  of  Tenant-Right. 

.fiSST  p—  ? ‘“"■‘-‘isfct  on  witness's  estat 
yrare  1pnrchase)aran^ to*  “ 

10634  U IV1  lf  fl't ’ lnistake  'to  ^t  it  run  high 

5 llem“n<1  ft*  my  small  ho!d 

SL d,‘“SSU?. ,ntefere  »ith 


Finntown  Estate. 

Pi  Finntown  Estate  from  his  fath, 
■1845,  just  before  Famine,  10641— In  1834  estat 
t0  Bft“”  tenants ; sub-divided  am 
160 , had  to  bo  iv-arranged.  10642. —No  difficult 

SSrr*  at  «?»«•».  *0643.— Might  be 

WK?  iaXd08! 


Compulsion  not  Necessary  if  a Fair  Price  was 
Given. 

Board  could  get  as  much  land  as  they  wanted 
if  they  paid  a fair  price,  10679,  10683.— Forty  or 
fifty  years’  purchase  fair  price ; value  of  tenant- 
right  had  gone  up  since  1881 ; formerly  twenty 
years’  purchase,  now  fifty,  10680-2. — State  should  pay 
landlord  more  than  would  yield  his  present  income ; 
he  would  get  more  if  he  striped  land  and  sold  to  ten- 
ants, 10684-6. 


Sub-Division. 

Tenants  gave  larger  prices  for  small  holdings 
in  comparison  than  for  large ; formerly  witness 
prevented  sub-division,  10686-7— Now  it ' was  best 
to  make  as  much  as  possible  out  of  land,  as  much 
might  be  got  for  half  land  as  for  whole  if  sub- 
divided, 10686. — All  landloi-ds  formerly  against  sub- 
division, 10688,  10690. — Since  1881  they  did  not  care ; 
had  no  interest  in  temporary  holding  of  land,  10689. 

Migration. 

Tenants  would  prefer  not  to  migrate;  might  be 
tempted  if  allowed  to  sell  holdings  and  get  others  for 
nothing ; would  probably  make  out  tenant-right  on 
new  holdings  fifteen  years  hence  and  try  and  sell  it, 
10690-1. — Witness’s  father  had  bought  out  tenant- 
right  a good  deal ; he  then  put  in  tenants,  as  in  Eng- 
land, that  had  no  tenant-right ; these  were  now 
selling  their  rights,  and  got  as  high  prices  as  those 
who  had  paid  for  them,  10691—  Difficult  to  induce 
people  to  migrate ; might  to  other  parts  of  Donegal, 
but  not  out  of  the  county,  10692-4. 
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Run  d alt.. 

Rundale  property  should  not  be  stereotyped, 
10695-6. — Rundale  arose  from  division  amongst 
farmers’  sons ; each  got  a piece  of  grazing, 
of  turnip  or  potato,  and  of  meadow  ; these 
were  again  sub-divided  for  next  generation  till 
condition  was  hopeless,  10696. — Griffith’s  valuation 
a continuation  of  poor  law  valuation,  10697-8. — 
Witness  in  county  at  time,  10699. — Land  valuation 
remained  the  same,  10700-1. — Houses  considered  in 
new  valuation,  10701. — Witness  would  leave  valuation 
as  it  was  ; tenant  should  get  advantage  of  increased 
value  due  to  his  own  labour,  10702-3. — Better  land 
would  only  improve  with  great  expenditure,  10704. 

Tree  Planting. 

Mountain  slopes  on  other  side  of  lake  to  witness’s 
property  suitable  for  planting  trees,  10705. — Planta- 
tions would  need  care  ; witness  had  made  plantations  ; 
when  he  left  animals  got  in  and  nothing  was  left, 
10706,  10710-1. — Land  on  other  side  Lord  Conyng- 
ham’s,  10707. — Witness  had  not  visited  it  recently, 
10708.— Difficult  to  get  land  to  plant,  10710.— Land 
round  church  belonged  to  witness  ; very  little  timber 
there,  10709. 

Document  put  in  by  Major  Hamilton.  Rw«jn 

Statement  as  to  Sales  of  Tenants'  Interests  on 

his  Estate, 248 

DUNLEAVY,  Mu.  JAMES. 


County  Council,  Relations  with  County  Committee 
and  Department. 

County  Council  had  representatives  on  Council  of 
Agriculture,  10713.— Representatives  had  never  for- 
mally reported  to  County  Council  the  breakdown  of 
schemes,  County  Committee  did  not  report  to  County 
Council ; Council  elected  members  of  Committee  and 
levied  rate,  after  that  'Committee  independent,  had 
their  separate  audit  and  reported  to  Agricultural 
Department,  10714-6. — Representatives  on  Council  of 
Agriculture  the  mouthpiece  of  Committee  rather  than 
of  County  Council,  10715,  10722. — County  Committee 
consisted  of  forty-eight  members  elected  by  County 
Council,  ten  or  eleven,  members  of  County  Council, 
rest  gentlemen  of  district  and  clergymen,  co-opted. 
10714,  10717-9,  10721,— County  ‘Council  had  nothing 
i/worti  W1®1  agr*culture  beyond  providing  money, 
10720-1.— Committee  ought  to  represent  grievances  to 
Council  of  Agriculture,  witness  knew  nothing  about 
Committee  except  what  was  in  the  Press,  10723. — 
County  Council  had  no  control  over  similar  Com- 
mittees such  as  Lunatic  Asylum  Committee,  10724.— 
1 enny  an  the  pound  rate  struck,  10715,  10725.— No 
one  had  ever  objected  to  levying  rate  on  ground  of 
not  getting  its  value,  10726-7,  10729.— Estimates  for 
aifierent  departments  were  gone  over  by  secretary 
and  sent  in  to  Finance  Committee,  Finance  'Com- 
mittee submitted  them  to  Council,  10727-9.— Rate 
sometimes  applied  to  objects  for  which  it  was  not 
intended,  to  furnishing  bulls  and  mares,  10730-1.— 
Refusal  of  Department  to  reserve  money  saved  for 
congested  areas  to  be  spent  on  those  areas  the 
following  year.  10731. — Balance  of  rate  at  end. of 
year  at  disposal  of  County  Committee  to  spend  accord- 
ing to  wishes  of  Department,  which  they  were  not 
disposed  to  do,  10732-2a. 

Criticism  op  Department. 

Department  did  not  give  as  much  satisfaction  as 
uoard,  10733.— Methods  did  not  reach  poorer  farmers, 
prizes  at  shows  carried  off  by  large  farmers,  1Q734.— 
Rules  could  be  made  giving  prizes  for  certain  sized 
loldings,  10735-6,  10738. — Lectures  on  manures  were 
above  the  men  and  useless,  10730-42.— Better  to  send 
S reside  in  district  and  superintend  actual 

cultivation,  10743.— Some  lectures  by  men  giving 
itinerant  instruction,  10744. 


Creameries. 


district  to  supply  so  many,  10747,  10751,  10755.— 
Creamery  butter  in  Donegal  fair  in  summer,  old  style 
butter  better,  10748-9. — ‘Shareholders  responsible  for 
management  of  creameries,  committee  and  secretary, 
10750. — 'Committee  not  responsible  for  bad  butter  if 
not  enough  milk  available,  could  not  make  it  pay, 
10751. — Quality  of  separated  milk  not  so  good  as 
ordinary  skimmed  or  butter-milk,  unsuitable  for  food 
for  man  or  beast,  children  and  calves  and  pigs  all 
suffered,  10752-4.— One  creamery  in  mountainous  dis- 
trict got  on  well,  had  fine  supply,  got  first  prize  in 
London,  10754.— -Mil'k  supply  in  winter  in  congested 
districts  so  small  that  creameries  were  closed,  10756-7. — 
Much  loss  in  poor  parts  through  inability  to  treat  milk 
and  butter  as  they  should,  10758. — Might  be  remedied 
by-giving  better  house  accommodation  in  cottages  for 

,an<3  sending  itinerant  teachers, 
10759-61. — Gain  in  money  would  be  great,  at  present 
butter  sold  at  nominal  price,  10762-3. 

County  Council  should  take  over  Work  of 

Board  and  Department. 

Witness  thought  work  of  Congested  Districts  Beard 
and  Agricultural  Department  should  be  handed  over 
to  County  Council,  10764,  10766,  10789.— County 
Council  a competent  body,  had  worked  well  and  suc- 
cessfully for  eight  years,  10764-5,  10771. 

Road-Making. 

County  Council  had  not  asked  to  take  over  road- 
making from  Board,  they  had  to  maintain  roads  when 
made,  with  limited  means,  10768-9.— Amount  allotted 
to  road-making  regulated  by  amount  spent  last  three 
years  Grand  J ury  were  in  office,  Grand  Jury  had  spent 
as  little  as  possible  knowing  they  were  going  out  of 
office,  10769,  10862. — Margin  of  25  per  cent,  allowed, 
10863. — 'Local  Government  Board’s  sanction  to  in- 
creased expenditure  could  be  got,  10864.— Had  been 
asked  for  once,  and  took  two  years  to  obtain  ; narrow 
roads  in  mountains  required,  sixteen-foot  roads  too 
expensive,  if  law  were  altered  more  roads  could  be 
made ; expense  of  keeping  up  Congested  Districts 
Board’s  roads  prevented  main  roads  getting  atten- 
tion, 10769,  10865-6. — Council  took  over  Beard’s  roads 
subject  to  reasonable  requirements,  10867. 

Employment  of  Officers. 

Council  would  require  officers  similar  to  Board,  they 
need  not  be  permanently  attached  to  one  county, 
10770-1,  10774. — Officers  could  be  appointed  by  County 
Council,  10773. — 'Could  be  paid  out  of  existing  fund, 
10774. — No  necessity  for  keeping  Board  at  all,  10775. 
- -Officers  would  be  advertised  for,  10776. — Donegal 
could  have  special  staff  if  required,  10777. — Not  ex- 
pensive, few  congested  counties,  one  staff  would  work  as 
well  .under  Councils  as  under  Board  10778,  10781-2. — 
Nobody  to  harmonise 'County  'Councils  at  present,  10779. 
—County  Council  in  each  congested  district  could  ap- 
point certain  members  to  meet  in  Dublin  and  appoint 
officers,  10783. — Would  meet  requirements  if  Board 
worked  through  County  Council,  10784. — There  would 
be  bound  to  be  friction,  10785. — 'Present  method  ex- 
pensive and  unsatisfactory,  10786. — No  objection  to 
Board,  had  worked  satisfactorily,  if  either  Board  or 
Department  remained,  it  should  be  Board,  10787, 
10789. — Representative  body  could  do  work  as  well,  if 
unsatisfactory,  electors  had  a remedy,  10788. 

Establishment  of  Industries. 

Grant  might  be  made  to  establishment  of  industries  at 
first,  10790. — Board  had  done  it  in  case  of  shirt  factory, 
10799-800. — Department  had  not  power  to  subsidise 
industries,  10795-6.— County  Council  should  have  the 
power  and  the  money,  10795. — No  greater  outcry  if 
County  Council  did  it  than  Board,  10793,  10798. 
10801. — County  Council  could  do  it  in  same  way  as 
Board,  10806. — They  had  more  knowledge  of  the 
country,  10791. — And  would  have  as  good  opportunity 
•if  they  had  the  money,  10792. — Donegal  Education 
Committee  practically  carried  on  industries,  10793.— 
Did  not  get  the  money  to  subsidise,  10794. 


.Creameries  started  by  Irish  Agricultural  Organisa- 
ion  not  a success,  10745-7. — People  not  working  in 
co-operation  but  in  competition,  10747.— Creameries 
«>o  close  together,  intended  to  be  five  miles  apart, 
were  as  close  as  two  miles,  not  sufficient  milk  in 


Division  of  Funds. 

Witness  thought  proportion  of  funds  belonging  to 
Donegal  should  be  paid  over  to  County  Council,  10808. 
-—Amount  at  disposal  of  Board  could  never  be  concen- 
trated on  special  areas,  amount  due  to  the  county 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


88 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


' 


DUNLEAVY,  Mu.  JAMES. — continued. 


PEARSON,  Mr.  DAVID — continued. 


might  be  too  small  to  be  of  use,  witness  would  not 
like  to  have  to  levy  rate  to  supplement  amount, 
10803-7. 

Constitution  of  Committee. 

Committee  of  County  Council  for  relief  of  con- 
gestion might  be  either  representatives  of  con- 
gested areas  or  from  all  parts  of  county,  10800. — 
Would  probably  be  formed  of  most  prominent  mem- 
bers, considered  most  adapted  to  work,  10810. — -Few 
members  were  unacquainted  with  congested  areas, 
10811. — Committee  would  be  subordinate  to  County 
Council,  10812. 


Migration. 

Transfer  of  work  to  County  Council  would 
help  migration,  10780. — It  would  be  carried  out 
by  the  officers,  10813. — Inquiries  as  to  purchase 
of  land  in  another  county  and  negotiations  and 
arrangements  for  transfer  of  people  could  be  carried 
out  without  consulting  the  other  county,  10814-6. — 
Witness  might  object  to  Mayo  County  Council  send- 
ing people  to  better  parts  of  Donegal  if  there  were 
inhabitants  of  Donegal  who  might  be  migrated  there, 
10817. — Witness  had  received  no  official  notification 
of  Committee  to  inquire  into  working  of  Department 
of  Agriculture  which  sat  in  Londonderry,  10818-0. 


Definition  of  Congestion,  Amendment  needed. 

Definition  of  congested  district  area  should  be  left 
to  Board’s  discretion,  subject  to  Lord  Lieutenant's 
approval,  10821,  10827,  10842-3.— Unit  might  be 
townland  but  not  below,  10822-3.— Guiding  principle 
should  be  existing  one,  leaving  out  larger  holdings  and 
enriching  areas,  10824,  10827,  10843.— Lough  Esk, 
although  one  of  the  poorest  parts,  was  excepted  ooi 
account  of  Lough  Esk  demesne,  10824.— Present  30 s. 
limit  reasonable,  10825-6.— Holdings  above  £10  would 
be  left  out,  10828-30. — Townlands  that  would  be  under 
thirty  shillings  limit  if  it  were  not  for  the  presence 
of  holdings  of  £20  end  upwards  should  be  scheduled, 
10831-2,  10839. — Donegal  not  scheduled  on  account  of 
town  of  Donegal,  10832,  10841. — Presence  of  demesne 
in  small  townland  might  affect  condition  of  people  if 
landlord  employed  labour,  10833-4.  -As  a fact,  no 
labour  was  employed  by  resident  landlords,  10834, 
10838.— Practically  no  resident  landlords,  10838.— 
General  White’s  estate  had  only  six  acres  under  culti- 
vation, 10835. — Gardeners  and  gamekeepers  brought 
from  Scotland,  10836. — Farming  population  did  not 
become  beaters,  10837. — Board  would  not  be  anxious  to 
discover  congestion  where  it  didn’t  exist,  10844. 

Compulsory  Powers,  Price  Question. 

Act  of  Parliament  required  to  carry  out  compulsory 
purchase  of  grass  lands ; question  depended  on  price*; 
desirable  for  owner  and  Board  to  agree  without  com- 
pulsion ; if  not  fair  price  must  be  fixed,  10845. — Basis 
of  price  ; acreable  rent  fixed  on  land  ; average  number 
of  years  purchase  of  land  in  district  or  of  same  quality 
as  that  acquired  by  Board,  10847,  10850.— Land  Com- 
!™,n  fixe  rente,  10848-9.-Price  should  not  be 
based  on  sum  which,  if  invested,  would  produce  owner’s 
present  income,  10846,  10851. -Certain  income  being 
given  for  uncertain  ; landlord’s  interest  in  land  depre- 
ciating, 10851,  10854.— Landlord  would  make  a good 

bargain,  10856. — -Rents  were  being  reduced  10852 

Same  principle  not  applicable  to  tenant ; tenant- 
1,°,8i3-~Besfc  for  landlord  to  cut  up 
grass  iand  and  sell  by  auction  to  tenants,  10857-8.— 
Landlords  interest  in  land  in  his  own  hands  would 
be.,?ml)r<?vlng  lf  there  were  purchasers  ; grass  lands 
without  holdings  did  not  fetch  high  price,  even  from 
adjoining  neighbours,  10859-60  P 


Piers. 


on  account  of  land  at  one  end  raisin"  valu- 
ation, 10871. — Townland  definition  instead  of  electoral 
division  would  meet  case ; witness  did  not 
think  one  townland  should  be  scheduled  alone  ; where 
there  was  a group  of  townlands  it  might  be  included 
10870,  10872. — Lord  Lieutenant  or  some  other  body 
might  have  discretionary  power  for  scheduling 
10873-4. — Board  would  then  be  able  to  operate  outside 
congested  areas,  10875. — Board  had  once  operated  to 
good  effect  outside  area  in  making  bridge  to  connect 
Donegal  town  with  railway ; work  had  been  invalu- 
able, though  much  criticised,  10876.— Lord  Lieutenant 
might  have  power  to  discharge  an  area  when  work 
was  completed,  10877-9. — An  area  could  then  be 
scheduled  for  a required  improvement,  10879.— Dis- 
tricts scheduled  for  purposes  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  remained  scheduled,  10880. — There  was  a pre- 
cedent, in  the  case  of  railway  making,  for  proposed 
temporary  scheduling,  10880-2. — Small  holdings  should 
be  enlarged ; benefit  temporary  unless  law  against 
sub-division  was  enforced ; Board  should  have  power 
to  purchase  tenant-right  even  when  fee  could  not  be 
secured ; prevention  of  sub-division  separate  question 
from  that  of  purchase  of  tenant-right ; might  be  pos- 
sible to  purchase  one  from  a group  of  farms  or  induce 
holder  to  migrate ; feeling  against  removal  of  popu- 
lation in  bulk ; emigrants  always  wished  to  return  to 
native  parish,  10883. 

Migration  and  Tenant-right. 

Holding  of  which  tenant-right  was  purchased 
to  be  handed  over  to  adjoining  tenants ; full  value 
would  be  given  without  inflated  price  induced  by  com- 
petition when  tenant  sold  to  tenant ; rent  did  not 
affect  price;  price  fixed  by  money  purchasers  had  to 
offer,  10884-5. — Board  could  be  recouped  for  loss  of 
fee  by  getting  personal  security,  as  in  case  of  boats ; 
10886-7. — Vendors  of  tenant-right  of  two  classes  ; man 
wanting  to  sell  who  would  be  given  his  money  and 
allowed  to  go,  and  man  induced  to  migrate ; * there 
would  be  a few  here  and  there,  10888. 

. Compulsory  Powers. 

Compulsory  purchase  difficult  to  carry  out,  10890.— 
Price  would  have  to  be  enormous,  as  it  was  for  land 
purchased  for  railways,  10890-1. — Few  landlords  would 
refuse  to  sell  if  they  got  their  net  income,  but  some 
would  not  agree  to  any  offer,  10892.— Mr.  Bustard 
would  not  sell  under  any  circumstances;  his  net  in- 
come was  nil ; he  did  not  collect  rents ; had  sued  for 
them  this  year,  and  accepted  half  the  terms  previously 
offered,  10892-4. — Statement  of  area  and  valuation  of 
his  holdings  handed  in,  10894  (p.  248).— Brenter  had 
scarp  for  grazing  ; not  good  land,  blue  tilled  bottom  ; 
some  years  ago  soil  buried  under  blue  tilling,  10894. 
--nas  more  suitable  for  reclamation  than  deep  bog- 
land  ; profitable  to  reclaim  bog  cut  to  within  18  inches 
of  sub-soil,  10894-5. 


Sub-division. 

Witness  disliked  sub-division ; almost  impossible 
to  prevent ; landlord  did  not  hear  of  it  till 
family  quarrelled  ; landlord  seldom  visited  outlying 
districts,  10896-7. — Law  against  sub-division  ; tenant 
could  be  evicted  for  it,  not  enforced,  10897-8.— Prior 
to  Act  of  1898  landlord  had  to  pay  poor  rate  on  land 
under  £4  valuation,  so  prevented  sub-division  below 
that ; relieved  of  that  duty  by  Act,  and  now  permitted 
it  to  get  rents  more  easily,  10899. — Onus  of  preventing 
sub-division  on  landlord  ; in  case  of  purchase  Land 
Commission  offered  reward  to  rate -col  lectors  for  infor- 
mation  ; repugnance  to  informers  in  Ireland,  10900. — 
Difficult  to  check  ; inspection  by  State  desirable,  both 
for  estates  purchased  by  Board  and  by  Land  Com- 
mission, 10901-4. 


Piers  supplied  by  Board  worthless,  10766.— Two 
piers  in  Donegal _ m disreputable  state;  £500  re- 
quired : £250  required  to  obtain  'Doard  of  Trade  order 
to  levy  toll ; Board  of  Trade’s  fees  £50,  10861  ™ 

PEARSON,  Mr.  DAVID. 

Definition  of  Congestion,  Amendment  needed. 

— At’anr!LgTent  °f  s,chedulad  areas  needed,  10870 
-At  present  some  electoral  areas  not  whJuled 


ULLAGE  SHOULD  J 


Tenancy  for  small  holdings  to  go  out 
tillage  and  grow  grass;  paid  better  to  sell 
calves  and  live  on  bought  food  ; voung  and  strong 
people  emigrated ; old  could  not  till,  10905-11.— Not 
good  for  people  to  change  manner  of  living  and  live 
on  bought  food,  10912. — Could  not  force  them  to  till  J 
might  induce  them  with  prizes,  10913. — Migrants 
should  not  be  given  holdings  except  on  condition  of 
treating  them  in  good  farming  style  with  rotation  of 
crops,  etc.,  10914-5. — Effect  of  dividing  grass  lands 
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merely  to  give  them  to  greater  number  of  tenants, 
10916  10943. — Witness  tilled  a great  deal ; went  over 
land  capable  of  tillage  from  time  to  time,  10917. — 
_\'0t  experienced  difficulty  of  lack  of  labour  through 
emigration ; difficulty  had  been  experienced,  10918. 

Sale  op  Young  Stock. 

Small  man  got  such  a price  for  dry  stock  that  it  was 
not  worth  his  while  to  keep  them  over  one  and  a-half 
years  10919. — Young  stock  sold  went  to  England  and 
Scotland,  10920,  10930.—  Generally  to  York,  10921, 
10941. — Store  cattle  sent  to  York  largely,  smaller  and 
older  beasts,  class  grazed  on  poor  mountain  districts, 
10922. — Small  farmer  with  arable  round  house  and 
tract  of  mountain  grazing  was  best  off,  10923. — Every 
year  younger  calves  were  sold  by  small  holders ; 
youngest  two  or  three  months  ; oldest  two  years  ; moun- 
tain district  cattle  did  not  come  to  maturity  till  two 
years  old  ; witness  bought  two-year-olds  to  run  over  the 
Winter,  10924-6,  10928-30. — Very  young  calves  went  to 
Sligo  and  Leitrim,  10927,  10932,  10935. — Older  ones 
went  straight  to  Britain  or  were  sold  to  large  holders 
to  winter,  10930. — Wintered  inside  on  mountain 
land,  on  lowlands  out  at  night,  10931. 


Effect  of  breaking  up  Grazing  Land. 

Purchase  of  grazing  land  for  migration  would  have 
inappreciable  effect  on  market  for  young  beasts,  10933- 
4.— No  cattle  sent  to  Mayo,  Meath,  or  Galway  from 
Donegal,  10935-6. — Very  young  cattle  bought  by  small 
holders  in  Ballysliannon  and  round  about  to  com- 
plete rearing,  10937. — If  grazing  lands  were  broken 
up  more  would  probably  go  to  England,  10938. — Men 
who  went  in  for  cow-keeping  anxious  to  get  more 
calves  than  they  could  rear ; farmers  glad  to  buy  from 
those  who  could  not  keep  calves,  10939-40. — There 
would  still  be  demand,  10940. — Buyers  came  from 
Derry,  Strabane,  Connaught ; largest  dealers  traded 
across  Channel.  10941. 

Mixed  farming  the  only  way  fanner  could  live  com- 
fortably, 10944. — Witness  had  grass  for  cattle  and 
gave  employment,  with  tillage,  10945. 


Woollen  Industry. 

Advantage  if  local  wool  were  used  ; Messrs.  Moreton 
used  practically  no  native  wool ; Board  might  help 
spinning  and  weaving  industry  ; done  best  bv  assisting 
local  effort,  10945. 

County  Council  should  not  supersede  Board. 

Witness  did  not  think  County  Council  should  super- 
sede Congested  Districts  Board  ; body  like  the  Board 
should  be  removed  from  arena  of  party  strife  and 
local  pressure ; great  difference  between  aiding  in- 
dustries by  funds  of  body  like  the  Board  or  by  body 
like  County  Council  who  must  vote  funds  from  rates, 
10946-9. 

Department’s  Rule  about  Inspectors. 

Agricultural  Department  right  in  saying  inspectors 
should  not  be  chosen  from  district  they  inspected, 
10949.— Advantage  of  local  knowledge  doubtful ; more 
attention  paid  to  strangers  than  to  neighbours,  10950- 
1,  10954. — Distinction  of  Parliamentary  division 
enough,  10951.— Inspector  from  Inishowen  would  he 
a stranger  in  Killybegs,  10952,  10954. — Knowledge  of 
Irish  very  important  in  some  disti-icts,  10953. — School 
managers  tried  to  get  teachers  not  belonging  to  the 
locality,  10955. 


Change  of  Seed.  ' 

Systematic  introduction  of  fresh  seeds  a great  ad- 
vantage, even  intercliage  of  same  seeds  from  one 
locality  to  another  a good  thing,  10956. — Difficulty 
of  getting  supplies  outside  county  when  dealing  with 
Board  of  Guardians ; to  much  local  pressure  on 
Board,  10957. — Board  of  Guardians  carried  out  sale 
of  seed  in  connection  with  relief  of  distress,  10959- 
°p. — Parish  Committees  might  do  it  if  assisted  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  as  to  where  to  get  the 
seeds,  etc.,  10957-8,  10961-3. — Board  of  Guardians  the 
only  alternative  to  Parish  Committees,  possibly  the 
agricultural  banks  might  do  it,  10964. 


PEARSON,  Mr.  DAVID — continued. 


Spraying. 

Spraying  should  be  carried  out ; immunity  of 
crops  during  last  few  years  lod  to  neglect  and 
ineffectual  spraying  with  disastrous  results,  10965. 
— Congested  Districts  Board  might  help  to  enforce  it ; 
expenditure  involved  looked  unnecessary  at  first ; if 
people  took  that  view  they  would  run  the  risk,  10966. 
— Witness  afraid  of  compulsion,  10967. — Spraying 
improved  plants  and  would  pay  independently  of 
immunity  from  blight,  10968. 

Creamery  Competition. 

Creameries  in  district  ruined  by  competition ; Irish 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  started  creamery 
and  their  representative  promised  no  other  should  be 
built  within  five  miles,  when  creamery  was  finished 
the  same  man  laid  out  ground  for  another  two  miles 
away,  10969-70. — Fierce  competition  between  crea- 
meries supposed  to  be  co-operative,  10970-1. — Second 
one  started  by  owners  of  creamery  six  miles  distance 
with  encouragement  of  society,  10972. — Butter  made 
by  old  method  preferable ; uniformity  of  quality  not 
to  be  depended  on,  10973. — Creamery  secured  that, 
10974. — Result  of  competition  was  creameries  gave 
lower  price  for  milk,  10975. — Uniform  quality  of 
butter  obtainable  without  competition  ; one  churning 
centre  in  radius  of  ten  miles  enough,  10976. — Lack  of 
proper  means  of  keeping  butter  and  milk  caused  loss 
to  cottagers  in  congested  areas,  10977.— Parish  Com- 
mittee encouraged  provision  of  small  dairies  and  gave 
percentage  of  cost,  10978-9.— Difficult  to  get  them 
erected  otherwise ; Congested  Districts  Board  gave  £1 
for  every  £5  or  £6  expended,  10980. 


Document  put  in  by  Mr.  Dear  son.  v’Vii 

Statement  as  to  Brenter  Property,  . . . 248 


MOLLOY,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Amalgamation  of  Department. 

Too  many  Boards  in  the  country  ; land  board 
should  be  formed  and  absorb  Congested  Districts 
Board,  Estates  Commissioners,  and  Agricultural  De- 
partment, dealing  with  congested  and  non-congested 
areas  and  buying  up  all  grass  lands  as  outlet  for 
congestion  ; community  in  general  agreed  with  wit- 
ness, 10982,  10988-3. 

Migration. 

Migrants  would  not  give  up  holdings  at  a sacrifice, 
10982-5. — Full  market  value  should  be  given ; in 
Gweedore  and  the  Rosses,  two  out  of  three  families 
should  be  migrated,  and  offered  an  inducement  to 
leave,  10985-6,  10987-8. — If  new  building  were 

necessary  on  amalgamated  farms,  better  class  hou.se 
should  be  erected  in  healthier  situation,  10986-7. 


Promotion  of  Industries. 

New  industries  should  not  be  started  to  hinder 
existing  ones,  and  only  with  prospect  of  success ; 
anything  that  could  ought  to  be  done ; opening 
for  boot  factories  .all  over  the  country,  if  boots 
could  be  produced  as  cheaply  as  imported  ; it  would 
lead  to  establishment  of  tanneries,  10993-4. — Plenty 
of  water-power  for  factory  in  Donegal,  11021. — 
Water-power  utilised  at  Convoy  mills,  11022. — .Wit- 
ness would  like  to  see  move  utilised,  11023.  Room  for 
small  com  mills  if  more  corn  were  produced,  10994 
— Fair  amount  grown  in  district ; might  be  more ; 
people  could  then  make  their  own  meal  and  flour, 
10995.  Woollen  mills  of  district  excellent;  cloth  too 
good  for  poor  people  ; mills  for  cheaper  cloth  would 
thrive,  10995-6. 


Education  and  Sub-division. 

Better  education  for  people  would  relieve  conges- 
tion ; they  would  be  less  anxious  to  remain  in  con- 
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gested  districts  and  subdivide  farms,  10996. — Wit- 
ness had  lived  in  county  thirty  years,  10997. — Thirty 
years  ago  sub-division  more  prevalent  than  latterly ; 
Donegal  people,  naturally  bright,  availed  themselves 
of  schools ; National  School  education  tended  to 
diminish  sub-division ; uneducated  emigrants  re- 
turned home  and  sub-divided,  10998-11000. — Land 
hunger  less  than  formerly ; price  of  land  still  high, 
but  less  than  thirty  years  ago,  11000-4. 

Standard  or  Living,  Diet,  etc. 

Standard  of  living  higher  than  thirty  years  before, 
11005. — Diet  then  was  potatoes  and  milk,  11006-7. — 
Potatoes  only  while  they  lasted ; then  Indian  meal 
and  milk,  11028. — Too  much  tea  taken  now ; meals 
mixed ; bread  and  tea  at  breakfast,  potatoes  at 
dinner,  stirabout  at  supper,  11007. — Porridge  more 
used  now  in  that  way ; formerly  used  at  all  meals 
when  potatoes  ran  out,  11007-8. — 'Porridge  not  made 
from  corn  grown  in  district ; only  small  patches  of 
oats  grown ; not  more  grown  thirty  years  ago, 
11009-11. — Fewer  potatoes  and  less  milk  used  than 
formerly,  11024. — Tea  and  flour  bread  instead,  11025. 
— Varying  diet  a great  improvement,  11026,  11029. 
—No  meat  eaten,  11030.— Practically  no  bacon, 
11031. — Fish  eaten,  11032. — Generally  speaking, 

people  dressed  and  ate  better  than  formerly,  11027. 

Housing  Question  and  Parish  Committees. 

Situation  of  houses  formerly  badly  chosen  in 
sheltered  low-lying  hollow  places  injurious  to  health ; 
new  houses  should  be  built  on  more  suitable  sites 
and  be  better  lighted,  11012-3. — Parish  Committees 
did  useful  work,  11016-11018-9. — They  could  pot 
bring  enough  pressure ; they  ought  to  have  legal 
powers  to  deal  with  sites,  doors,  and  windows, 
11017,  11020. — Under  witness’s  scheme  Parish  Com- 
mittees would  be  wiped  out,  11014-5. 

WARD,  Mr.  PETER. 


Fishing  at  Inver  Bay. 

Dunkineely,  the  centre  of  fishing  grounds  in  Done- 
gal Bay,  including  Inver  Bay ; all  classes  of  fish 
caught  there  during  season ; in  winter  hen-ings, 
11034,  11062. — Inver  Bay  had  always  been  a remark- 
able area,  11039-40. — Thirty-seven  first-class  yawls  em- 
ployed locally,  employing  300  men  and  boys,  11034, 
11042-3. — Boats  from  outside  districts  came  in  herring 
season;  over  forty  “Zulu”  boats  in  bay  in  present 
year,  11032,  11042. 


Pier  accommodation  required. 

Large  boats  had  to  go  to  Killybegs  every  day  foi 
want  of  landing  place  and  pier  acconnnodatior 
in  bay ; twenty  miles  round  St.  John’s  Point ; 
sometimes  took  so  long  to  get  back  the  boat? 
lost,  the  night’s  fishing;  could  not  get  round 
at  all  in  boisterous  weather ; with  proper  landing 
placet  in  bay  boats  could  remain  overnight  and 
continue  fishing  ; small  pier  at  “ The  Port”  only 
landing  place  in  bay ; could  only  be  reached  by 
yawls  at  high  water ; had  accommodation  for  half 
a dozen  boats,  11034-5.— Thirty  miles  bv  sea  from 
Killybegs,  11035. — Built  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  six  or  seven  years  ago;  extended  two  years 
ago  ; men  bad  to  carry  fish  along  shore  to  landing 
place  and  rail  them  to  Killybegs,  as  there  was  no 
curing  station,  11036. — Useless  for  number  of  boats 
frequenting  bay,  11048,-Only  intended  for  boats  of 
that  particular  place.  11050.— Tide  left  it,  and 
boats  had  to  wait  till  tide  came  back,  11051-2 
—Pier  asked  for  at  suitable  spot  called  “The  Scar” 
convenient  distance  from  Dunkineely  Station  ; plenty 
ErtS?*?*  £ aV  tide® ; a11  classes  of  boats  could  land', 
11036-8.-- Good  anchorage  ground,  11037-8.— Would 
te  a orntre  f™  Inver  Bay,  110«.-Fi,l,»Inle„  fishing 
nil  the  year  round  we„  local  men . c,nH,  f J 

other  side  of  the  bay,  but  would  go  there  in  nreferenee 
" Y8!  110«-4.--KiUybogf  not  IK”? 
11036.— Unless  as  n fishing  centre,  31044-6.— 

« rb;,  $ 


cause  it  would  be  in  suitable  place,  11049.— Railway 
made  subsequent  to  quay  at  “The  Port,”  11054  — 
Railway  did  not  affect  it ; objection  was  lack  of  water  • 
St.  John’s  Point  had  two  little  slips  for  local  use’ 
11055. — “ Zulu”  boats  went  out  far  to  fish,  11055  — 
They  would  come  to  fishing  ground ; fish  caught  more 
inland,  11056. — £4,000  estimate  for  proposed  pier 
11057-8.— That  would  give  four  or  five  fathoms  depth 
at  low  tide,  11059. — It  would  be  headquarters  of 
Donegal  fishing,  and  expenditure  would  be  more 
beneficial  than  elsewhere,  11060-1. — £8,000  worth  of 
herrings  caught  in  bay  in  eight  weeks,  11062.— 

Smaller  work  would  serve  local  people,  11063. Had 

been  in  correspondence  with  Congested  Districts  Board 
some  years  ago ; land  for  approach  road  and  curing 
station  not  attainable  then ; owner  now  supporting 
suggestion,  11064-5.— Encouragement  had  been  received 
from  (Board,  11067.— More  fishing  ground  to  south  and 
west  of  iSt.  John’s  Point  than  other  side,  11068.— 

Best  ground  inside  St.  John’s  Point  Head,  11069! 

£3,000  worth  of  herrings  landed  at  Killybegs  in 
September  were  caught  in  Inver  Bay ; Inver  Bay 
fish  landed  by  larger  boats  at  Killybegs ; small  boats 
could  not  get  round  point  so  well,  11070-3. — Pier  at 
Dunkineely  would  save  expense ; ground  could  be 
got  for  curing;  would  save  expense  for  buyers  and 
curers,  11074.— Killybegs  Pier  better  far  ofi  fishing 
grounds ; landing  place  required  at  Inver  apart  from 
large  boats,  11095-6. — If  more  fish  were  landed  people 
would  go  there  to  cure,  11097.  1 

Supply  of  Nets. 

Nets  supplied  to  fishermen  by  witness  on  share 
system ; one  share  of  catch  went  towards  net ; one 
towards  boat;  eight  men  in  crew,  that  was  ten 
shares ; in  1894  a boat  earned  £28  7s.  6 d.  ; 1895 
£61  5s.  ; 1896,  £30 ; 1897,  £52  13s.  4rf.  ; 1898  £19  •’ 
1899,  £77  5s.  ; 1900,  £81  10s.  ; 1901,  £68  10s.  ; 1902 
£49  10s.  ; 1903,  £92 ; 1904,  £105  7s.  6 d.  ; 1905 
£119 ; present  year,  incomplete,  £105,  11077-8.— 
Increase  in  demand  for  nets,  11079.— Men’s  earnings 
increased,  11080.— Number  of  fishermen  and  boats 
had  also  increased;  boats  better  class,  11081-2.— 
General  development  in  Inver  Bay  fishing,  11083-4.— 
Witness  supplied  nets  because  men  could  not  other- 
wise get  them ; had  no  desire  to  give  up  business, 
11085-6.— Increase  in  earnings  partly  due  to  enhanced 
price  of  herrings,  partly  to  larger  boats,  better  gear, 
and  increased  knowledge  of  .fishing,  11087-8 

Question  of  Larger  Boats. 

Men  should  be  encouraged  to  go  f urtlier  out  and  have 
larger  boats,  and  thus  prolong  fishing  season,  11089- 
90.— Deveiopment  of  fishing  more  profitable  than 
anything,  11090.— Young  men  understood  fishing 
better  and  had  pluck  to  go  further  away,  11091. — 
fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  avis  rage  distance  from 
shore ; that  was  riding  at  the  nets,  11092-3.— Boats 
becoming  larger  since  fishing  disaster  some  years 
a£(U^7  fonnerly  they  cost  £9  or  £10 ; now  £16 

Loan  System  for  Boats. 

Loan  system  for  boats:  three  years  rule  for  repay- 
ment made  when  boats  cost  £9'  or  £10 ; extension 
to  six  years  desirable ; now  boats  were  larger  and 
iif.no  e^«™lve,;  insfcalra«nf«  heavy  in  a bad  year, 
11098  11099,  11111-4,  11116,  11122.— Boats  would 
last  twelve  to  fifteen  years,  11098a,  11099a.— Large 
boats  caught  more  fish  and  earned  more ; difficult 
iiioT/T  *nstladment  paly  in  bad  y.ears,  11115-6, 

- i.  B°ar(i  not  rigorous  in  exacting  conditions 
m bad  years,  11125.— Good  for  a man  to  be  inde- 
pendent ; six  years  for  repayment,  of  loan  would  not 
prevent  independence,  11099a,  11117-8.— Repayment 
m snorter  period  could  be  encouraged  by  allowing 
interest,  11100.— Five  per  cent,  present  charge ; suffi- 
cient for  longer  period,  11119,  11126.— Six  years  now 
given  for  larger  boats,  11119.— Same  terms  might  be 
given  for  smaller  boats,  11120-2. 

And  Nets. 

hots  on  loan  system  not  taken  enough  advantage 
of  on  account  of  trouble  in  getting  them,  11100.— 
Board  made  loans  for  nets ; usual  routine  was  to 
aPPJ.T  tor  nets ; certain  specification  given ; nets 
supplied  by  one  firm,  corks  by  another,  ropes  by 
another ; better  to  have  central  station  for  supply 
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WARD,  Mu.  VETER— continued. 

of  everything  together,  11101. — In  future  men  might 
co-operate  and  have  their  own  supply,  11102. — At 
present  Board  should  do  it  and  get  their  supply 
from  local  shopkeepers,  11103-7. 

Storing  Nets. 

Want  of  storing  place  for  nets,  11108. — Kept  in 
dwelling-houses  or  exposed  to  weather,  11109. — Sheds 
would  be  a saving,  11109. — No  local  curing  station 
or  means  of  saving  nets,  11110. 

Fishermen’s  Holdings. 

Good  work  done  at  St.  John’s  Point;  should  be 
continued,  11127. — Improvement  to  give  fishermen 
small  holdings,  11128  ; all  the  houses  occupied  ; more 
needed  along  coast,  11129-30.— Land  between  Inver 
Bridge  and  Dunkineely  had  several  owners ; 1,500 
acres  of  derelict  along  shore  owned  by  Mi-. 
Bustard,  11131. — Fishermen  with  land  better  and 
more  prosperous  than  those  without,  11132-3. — 
Fishermen  needed  enough  land  to  grow  potatoes  and 
keep  a cow,  not  enough  to  make  him  give  up  fishing, 
11134-5. — Houses  for  fishermen  better  built  in  a 
cluster,  11136-7. — More  likely  to  have  good  harbour 
in  one  centre,  11139-40. — Row  of  cottages  with  potato 
gardens  would  improve  condition  of  people,  11138. — 
Such  houses  would  require  two  acres  of  land ; more 
scattered  houses  eight  to  ten,  11141. — They  might 
have  common  grazing  ground  and  land  near  house 
for  vegetable  growing,  11142-3. — Horae  fishermen 
wanted  land,  not  those  fishing  further  away  ; number 
in  Inver  district  without  land  ; large  tracts  of  grass 
available  for  purchase  by  Board,  11144. — Houses 
built  in  cluster  would  keep  young  men  at  home  and 
prevent  emigx-ation ; and  would  prevent  sub-division, 
11146-8. — Man  with  small  piece  of  land  better  fisher- 
man than  man  with  large  piece ; same  applied  to 
St.  John’s  Point ; Labourers’  Act  never  put  in  force 
in  Inver  and  Dunkineely,  11149. — Several  large  farms 
available  ; land  went  down  to  seashore,  11149-50. — 
Many  labourers  without  houses ; houses  could  have 
been  built  for  fishermen  if  Labourers  Act  had 
been  enforced,  11151-2. — Fishennen  content  to  become 
tenant  purchasers  of  houses  with  small  lot  of  land  ; 
they  looked  to  fishing  for  support.  11153-4. — Witness 
would  not  build  larger  houses,  11155. — Fishing  not 
expected  to  fail,  11156,  11160. — Tenants  for  houses 
always  to  be  found,  11157. — To  get  advances  of  public 
money  holdings  must  be  certain  size,  11158-9. — De- 
velopment of  fishery  on  Irish- coast  in  its  infancy; 
with  larger  boats  men  could  go  anywhere,  11161. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

Salmon  fishing  on  coast  not  prosperous  last  few 
years ; same  nets  and  boats  used  as  for  herrings, 
11162. — Eany  River  at  Ixead  of  bay  not  properly  pro- 
tected ; otherwise  supply  would  not  fail.  11163, 
11165,  11168-9. — Salmon  bred  in  fresh  water,  11166. — 
Returned  to  water  where  they  were  bred,  11164, 
11170. — Protection  of  inland  water  essential  to  pros- 
perity of  sea  fishing,  11167. — Sea  fishing  on  large 
scale  outside  three  mile  limit  would  not  affect  supply 
of  fresh  water  salmon,  11171-2. 

Diet. 

Standard  of  diet  improved  in  some  ways ; former 
diet  better  in  a sense ; more  potatoes,  oaten  meal  and 
porridge  xised,  11173. 

Indebtedness. 

Cost  of  living  and  dressing  more  ; debts  to  shops  not 
increased ; tendency  at  present  to  deal  for  cash, 
11174-8 ; and  clear  off  debt  where  earnings  were  good, 
11179. — Especially  among  fishennen,  11180. — More 
money  spent  represented  larger  earnings,  11175-6. 


O’DONNELL,  Mr.  HUGH  (of  Meenaneery). 

. Holding  of  Witness. 

Valuation  of  witness’s  farm,  including  house  and 
shop,  £9  15s..  land  valuation  £5,  11184,  11288.— Only 
one  house,  11289.— Six  miles  from  sea,  11290.— Wit- 
ness had  a spirit  licence,  11291. — Made  more  by 
shop  and  licence  than  by  farm.  11292. — Customers 
more  agricultural  than  fishermen,  11293. 


O’DONNELL,  Mr.  HUG-H. — continued. 

Teelin  Fishery. 

Teelin  .fishery  very  bad  at  present,  11185. 
— Big  boats  went  to  Downings  or  wherever  there 
was  fishing,  11187,  11191-2. — One  or  two  went  to  - 
Inver  Bay,  11188. — Teelin  boats  Zulus,  11189. — There 
were  eight,  11190. — Practically  no  yawls,  all  young 
men  and  fishei-men  engaged  on  Zulus,  11193,  11195. — 
Cod  and  ling  fishing  as  well  as  herrings,  11194,  11196. 
— Zulus  used  for  that,  11197. — Conger  eel  fishing  done 
away  with,  11198. — Not  to  be  got  now,  11202. — Got  off 
Innisnxnrry  first  season,  11203. — Market  in  Man- 
chester and  London,  11204. — Teelin  pier  cost  £5,000 
to  £6,000,  11199-200. — Now  only  used  when 

“Granuaile”  came  in,  11201. — Salmon  fishing  during 
season  poor,  good  at  Burtonporb,  11206-7. 

Board’s  Shake  System. 

No  complaint  of  method  of  payment  for  boats, 
11205. — Boats  bought  on  share  system,  11208. — Board 
got  one-third  of  fish  first  year,  two-fifths  for  re- 
mainder of  time  11209,  11212. — Fishermen  com- 

plained of  paying  more  in  last  years,  11212-3. — Board 
supplied  nets,  11215,  11233. — Price  complained  of, 
11214a,  11234. — 5s.  a net  more  charged  than  by  other 
people,  thirty  or  forty  nets  to  a boat,  11236. — Only 
lately  discovered  that  nets  were  cheaper  elsewhere, 
11237-42. — Shopkeepers  could  get  nets  if  there  were  a 
demand,  11244.— Board  used  to  repair  boats,  refused 
to  now,  11245,  11248. — Some  boats  had  been  completely 
acquired ; repairs  referred  to  all  boats,  11246-7. — 
Boats  given  to  fishermen  to  repair  and  send  in  account 
to  Board,  11249,  11251. — Large  sum  would  be  added  to 
outstanding  amount,  11252. — Plenty  of  carpenters, 
11250. — Money  formerly  advanced  to  men  fishing  at  a 
distance  to  pay  their  board  for  a few  weeks  till  they 
made  their  money  ; no  longer  done,  11253,  11255. — 
Careful  treatment  could  not  be  continued  as  men  got 
accustomed  to  work,  11254. — Matter  could  be  arranged 
with  Mr.  Duthie,  11256. — Mr.  Dutlxie  generally  at 
Downings,  could  be  written  to,  11257-9. — Board  had 
powev  to  discharge  man  from  boat  until  instalments 
were  paid,  11260. — On  death  of  a man  his  successor 
had  no  claim.  11261-3. — Man  taking  his  place  paid 
the  remaining  amount  due,  11265-70. — Port  was  in 
Glencolumbkill,  no  landing  place  there,  11210. — On 
coast  midway  between  Slieve  League  and  Ardara, 
11211,  11282. — Price  of  cod  and  ling  had  gone  up  since 
Board  started,  they  got  the  market  and  bought  the  fish, 
11216-8,  11220. — Curing  station  at  Teelin  abandoned  ; 
no  fish  landed  there  now,  11219,  11221-2. — Fisli  landed 
at  Clannageeragli  on  opposite  side  of  bay,  11222. — 
Four  miles  nearer  railway,  11223. — Clannageeragh 
pier  had  been  improved,  11224. — Teelin  had  advanced 
in  spite  of  bad  seasons,  11225. — Twenty  years  since 
pier  was  built,  11226.— Pier  built  before  Killybegs 
railway,  11228-9. — Failure  of  fishing  attributed  to 
drift  net  fishing  after  night  and  steam  trawlers,  11230. 
— That  frightened  away  fish,  11232. — No  herrings  in 
trawl  net,  it  interfered  with  cod  and  ling,  11232. 

Road-making. 

Not  many  roads  required ; a few  to  limestone 
quarries ; lime  now  carried  on  men’s  backs,  11271-2, 
11276. — People  built  kilns  themselves ; nearly  every 
farmer  had  one,  11273-4. — Not  hard  to  construct, 
11275. — Proposed  roads  would  serve  several  town- 
lands,  11276. 

Boat  Slip  required  at  Port. 

Boat  slip  at  port  would  be  most  useful ; none  there 
now,  11279-81.— A great  place  for  salmon,  11283. — No 
stream  there  to  take  salmon,  11284-6. — Probably  head- 
ing to  Inny  water,  11287. 

Credit  given  as  much  formerly  as  now,  cash  paid 
if  they  hacl  it,  11249-5. — Farmers  did  not  come  more 
to  shop  than  they  used,  11296. 

Lace  industry  of  service  some  years  ago  ; had  failed 
now,  11297. 

Importance  of  Fishing  Industry. 

Prosperity'  or  failure  of  fishing  affected  people  six 
miles  inland,  11298-300, 11302-3. — Some  farmers  carted 
fish  from  Cladnageevagh  to  Killybegs,  11301,  11304.— 
Occasionally  got  large  jobs,  principally  in  connection 
with  lien-ing  fishery,  11305-7.— Other  operations  call- 
ing for  skilled  labour,  such  as  curing,  in  connection 
with  herring  fishing  11308-9. 

m 2 
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DUNNION,  Mr.  JOHN  PETER. 

Hoi-ding  of  Witness. 

Farm  belonged,  to  -witness’s  mother,  11312. — Had 
fourteen  acres;  valuation,  £4  15s.,  11311,  11503. — No 
others  but  witness  worked  on  farm,  11314-5. 

Grazing  on  Barnes  Mountain.. 

Freo  grazing  on  Barnes  mountain  attached  to 
Townawilly,  11316,  11320. — Witness  supported  himself 
and  mother  on  land  without  going  to  Scotland,  11317- 
9. — No  grazing  except  mountain,  11320. — Witness  had 
no  cattle  or  sheep  on  mountain,  11321-2,  11366. — 
Cattle  kept  on  farm,  11323. — Mountain  too  unpro- 
tected; required  fencing,  11324,  11356,  11361.— Wit- 
ness a tenant-purchaser,  1136  . — Farm  was  on  Royal 
School  estate,  11327-8. — Began  to  pay  instalments  ten 
years  before,  11329. — Ten.mt-purcliasers  kept  sheep  on 
mountain,  11325,  11330. — Sheep  grazed  in  common  ; 
each  man  looked  after  his  own  ; put  a mark  on  them 
and  left  them  to  wander,  11331-6. — No  limit  to  num- 
ber a man  could  graze  ; never  any  complaints  ; 11337- 
45,  11346-7. — Right  of  grazing  purchased  with  hold- 
ing, 11343-5.—- Each  man  had  equal  rights,  11346. — 
System  better  than  fencing  mountain  and  dividing 
amongst  tenants,  11349-51. — Division  would  not  pay  ; 
mountain  bad,  rough  and  rocky,  11352,  11360.— Fence 
or  ditch  between  mountain  and  arable  land,  11353. — 
Division  unnecessary  if  mountain  were  twice  as  good, 
11354. — Mountain  not  really  good  enough  to  graze 
cattle,  11355,  11360,  11357-8. — Sheep  grazed  on  worse 
pasture  than  catt-le,  11359. — Would  carry  more  sheep 
if  wet  places  were  drained,  11362-5.— One  hundred  to 
150  tenants  on  estate,  11367. 

Migration  Prospects. 

Witness  could  work  a holding  double  the  size  of  his 
own ; would  be  better  off  with  bigger  holding,  11368- 
7f  • — Would  be  willing  to  migrate  to  any  part 
lf  offered  a farm  with  good  land, 
11374-5,  11385. —He  thought  his  mother  would  pro- 
bably go  with  lmn,  11376-83. — He  would  not  want  to 
be  paid  for  his  farm,  11384.— Nov  care  who  got  it 
— Witness  was  twentv-six  years  old 
Sadiwo  in  Araerica'  and  one  at  home, 

U091.—  -He  thought  others  as  willing  to  migrate  as 
lumself,  11395-7.  5 

Effects  of  good  Fishing  Season  on  Inland  Farm. 

Wnd’  'Dcnceal  town,  11398.— 

to  tS*  uSlm,  season;  ],c  got  «sli 

fanning  1M0S ' H'  d”i  other 

Supply  of  Bulls. 

Had  to  g°  two  miles  for  a bull,  11403.—' Congested 
Districts  'Board  no  longer  supplied  bulls;  they  did 
biS  then  abetter 

JSStt  11405‘6  Bu11  used  Wlth  witness’s  own  cow, 

Bog  Hoads  and  Turbary. 

»ads  needed 

with 

li*d  tom?jet?  1141s“tf,Il'ld.rigllt,“1  it'  Ufll—All 

■ county  tnsisAntiSf  f^tf°11417^ 
existing  reads  not  sixteen  feet,  11C9 
51  to  6 feet,  11422  __ ,PPa+  „ VVidth  of  carts 

11424,  11439-41 -Fath  to  ^lued  no}v  »n  mens’  backs, 

11435.— Witness  had  neitW  u f d wero  made> 

—Turf  sometimes  untried"  ^ 

to  road  and  then  along  road,  11442  3 w-  a-  ^ 

1 ■ P«a  " I not  on  Zmty Zfci"8  “‘f 
for  cart,  but  not  in  reuaiv  Bioad  enough 

P»ir  than  another,  ll&.-Now  So  ■Mj* to  re- 
nrrangement  for  repairing,  1,4,7 


HUNNION,  Mn.  JOHN  PETER. — continued. 

tracted  for,  but  County  Surveyor  would  not  nass  it 
11448-51. — One  man  worked  at  it  for  two  or  tbree 
years  and  did-  not  get  paid,  11450-2. 

Loans  for  Purchase  of  Stock. 

Tenants  kept  as  many  sheep  on  mountain  as  they 
could  ; many  kept  none,  11453.— Because  they  had  no 
money  to  buy,  11454.— Would  pay  to  give  loans ; wit- 
ness would  take  a loan  from  Board  if  he  could,  11465. 
6. — Was  paying  for  mountain  without  return!  H457 
9.— It  would  help  means  of  living  if  there  were  means 
of  getting  sheep,  11462.— If  Parish  Committee  or  bank 
offered  to  lend  money  witness  would  undertake  to  re- 
pay, 11461. 

Rent  lower  since  farm  was  purchased;  formerly 
£4  15s.  2d.,  now  £2  15s.  2d.,  11463-6.— Farm  had  also 
done  better  in  other  ways,  11463,  11467. 

Live  Stock  Trade. 

Witness  kept  four  cows  and  fed  them  on  oats  and 
potatoes,  nothing  else,  11468-70— Had  four  calves  a 
year,  11471. — Sold  them  at  three,  four,  or  six  months 
or  a year  old,  11472. — Sometimes  kept  them  till  two 
years,  11473-4. — Dry  stock  on  farm  at  present;  four 
cows,  two  year-olds  and  a two-year-old,  11475,  11478.— 
Calves  bom  in  present  year  not  yearlings,  11476— 

Last  calf  born  in  August  of  previous  year,  11477* 

Seldom  kept  till  two-year-olds,  114791— Dry  /stock 
sold  in  f airs,  11480. — (Bought  both  by  local  buyers  and 
men  from  other  parts,  11481— Oolves  horn  in  May  and 
June  of  present  year  sold  in  October,  11482-5— Very 
young  calves  bought  by  people  in  locality ; not  often 
by  strangers,  11486,  11488— Local  buyers  also  bought 
yearlings  and  two-year-olds,  11487.— Cattle  sold  at 
fairs  went  to  England  or  Scotland  or  were  kept  at 
grass  in  locality,  11489-80.— More  profitable  in  a 
mountain  country  to  sell  young,  11491— .Witness  kept 
calves  t-ill  year  old  previous  year,  and  was  not  disap- 
pointed in  price,  11492-3.-nHad  to  buy  hay  for  winter 
feeding,  11494-5. — Had  not  bought  the  previous  win- 
ter, 11496— Hay  bought  growing,  /by  auction,  11497  — 
pSd  for ' ^ mil6S  away  : carting  bad  to  be 

Tillage. 

a<:res1of  knd  in  0348  P<>ta- 
„ ilSOb.— Remaining  eleven  acres  not  all  arable, 
m' 51  * reclaiming  before  it  could  be  tilled, 
J.I0O0.-  tenants  around  doing  -as  much  tillage  now  as 
in  witness  s memory,  11506.  S 

Trees  as  Shelter. 

No  trees,  only  small  hedges  on  holding  when  witness 
no  advantage  ; did  not  protect 
tillage  land,  11510-1— /Close  thorn  hedge  in  ditch 
good  ; sheltered  cattle  in  winter,  11511-2. 


O’DONNELL,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Witness  lived  with  his  brother  on  his  farm;  had 
a vowing  boat;  sometimes  helped  on 
fa™’,,1151t9'  11532-3— Had  travelled  in  America, 
11533— Came  home  on  ac- 
^ ^ i,lldlealth’  11533-4— Left  home  in  1860;  re- 

JJJJJ  nSiyears  ag0’ 11569-70 ; had  *“«  back  at  in- 

Accommodation  for  Fishing  Boats  and  Road  Re- 
quired AT  PULLAHORRA. 

r ' +*  Pul.la^c,Kna-  unsafe  on  account  of  a 
*llat  needed  amoving,  11520,  11527,  11529, 
nnllirwr'i  — ®till  of  some  advantage  in 

thmiwlf  oats>  11530. — People  too  poor  to  repair  it, 
tieloC°U£  Wfk-  H540-1. — Slip  not  on  the 
1 11v Store-house  gone  to  ruin;  place  re- 
stores  and  nets,  11520,  11562— Store- 
11 11563— Belonged  to  townland, 
qUU'ed  fresh  roof  and  walls  patched,  11565. 
could  vi  fI°m'  n,lain  road  squired ; old  road 

done  ; pe°ple  100  P°°r  do  it  5 wanted  it 

,y  ?ubllc  nioney,  11520,  11542-5,  11549-51.- 
^d  Jen?  ;n+vej  ***"  on  tlle  county,  11546.-Good 
paid  hj-  neSlect’  11547— Would  have 

paw  tile  people  to  keep  it  m repair,  11548 If  money 

dfdenoTkS^ent-+°n  11  ^ple  would  be  to  blame  if  they 
dKl  not  ,k«op  it  jepairrf,  11552._p„ple  slloaId  ^ 
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O’DONNELL,  M».  JAMES'. — continued. 

required  to  ■guarantee  it,  11557.— As  that  could  not  he 
enforced  County  Council  should  keep  it  up,  11558. 

Pullahorra  pier  unsuitable ; wanted  extension, 

11520-1,  11530,  11559. — 'Pullahorra  two  miles  from 
Tawney  pier,  a little  on  Killybegs  side  of  Muckross 
Head  11522-4.— Teelin  Bay  two  miles  nearer  Kilcar, 
11525! — Tawney  Bay  all  right  for  keeping  boats, 
11526.— But  too  far  for  Pullahorra  people ; pier  and 
slip  at  Pullahorra  wanted  making ; landing  place 
wanted  repairing,  11527.— Bier  made  by  Government, 
11528. — Did  not  want  repairing,  11528,  11539. — Pro- 
bably never  would  for  a long  time,  11550,  11661.— 
Was  .an  advantage  in  rough  weather,  11530.— 'People 
too  poor  to  maintain  it,  11531. 

Mackerel  Fishing. 

Witness  carried  on  mackerel  fishing  round  the  coast, 
11566,  11568.— Fairly  good  this  year,  11567. 

Condition  of  District. 

Standard  of  living  in  district  had  improved  since 
1860 ; style  of  farming  better  and  general  economic 
■conditions  improved,  11572-7.— Great  improvements 
in  some  places ; others  at  a standstill,  11573. 

KEENEY,  Mr.  EDWARD. 

Life  of  Witness. 

Rent  paid  by  witness  £1  16s.,  11582,  11594. — He 
lived  entirely  off  land,  11583.— Had  two  sons  to  help 
who  lived  in  his  house,  11584-5. 

Land  taken  from.  Tenants. 

Sixty  or  seventy  years  ago  town  had  sixty  or  seventy 
■acres  taken  forcibly  from  tenants  and  given  to  Cap- 
tain Harkness,  11587-8,  11605,  11616a.— Best  land 
taken ; tenants  left  with  bogs  and  rocks,  11587,  11589, 
11616a.— Tenants  not  paid  for  land  ; allowed  reduc- 
tion of  rent  to  2s.  6 d.  for  several  years ; rent  then 
rose  to  what  it  was  before,  £1  16s.,  11590-6,  11613-4, 
11616a. — Tenants  had  been  to  Land  Court  and  got  no 
reduction,  11597,  11601-4.— £1  16s.  rent  had  been  paid 
for  thirty  or  fifty  years,  11600. — More  than  twelve 
years  since  they  went  to  court,  11599. — Captain  Hark- 
ness had  land!  for  grass,  11606. — Tilled  none  of  it,  '11607. 
Landlord  had  promised  to  return  land  to  tenants 
if  it-  changed  hands,  11605,  11616a. — No  tenants  put 
on  land,  11608. — Captain  Harkness  broke  down,  then 
Murray  Stewart  got  land,  11609-11. — He  sold  to  Mr. 
Dillon,  who  died  and  land  passed  to  William  H. 
Byrne ; he  was  evicted  and  landlord  got  it ; land  now 
owned  by  Alexander  Morton,  11612. — Witness  had  not 
purchased  Iris  farm ; tenants  refused  to  purchase 
unless  they  got  back  good  land,  11615-6. — Were 
anxious  to  purchase  and  considered  they  had  prior 
claim  if  land  were  offered  under  Land  Purchase  Act ; 
names  of  tenants  claiming  portions,  Rose  Byrne, 
Alice  Boyle,  J.  31 ‘Gill,  Con  Gavigan,  N.  Maloney, 
T.  Gavigan,  J.  Conaghan,  Ellen  Gallagher,  T.  Gal- 
lagher, Neddy  Keeney,  C.  M’Gill,  Grace  Gallagher, 
11619a. — Tenants  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Morton, 
11617. — Land  taken  about  year  witness  was  born, 
11618. 

•CAMPBELL,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Occupation. 

Witness  lived  partly  by  land  and  partly  by  fishing, 
11624. — Had  eight  acres,  11621. — Valuation  £4  5s., 
11622. 

Fishing  Facilities  required  at  Inver. 

River  at  Inver  had  some  “scars”  that  wanted 
cleaning  ; also  basin  for  boats  required  ; river  wanted 
deepening  a short  distance  up,  11625,  11629. — Con- 
tinual fishing  at  Inver,  11626. — Boats  pulled  up  ; 
patch  of  land  needed  to  keep  them  in  safety,  11627, 
11631,  11634. — Seven  boats  at  Inver ; scores  from  other- 
places  ; 60,000  herrings  landed  last  week  on  one  day, 
11635. — Liberty  of  land  belonging  to  Rector  behind 
graveyard  obtained  last  year;  before  that  men  were 
prosecuted  for  putting  boats  there,  11628,  11637-9. — 
Land  grazing  land ; boats  were  sometimes  kept  there. 
a_  week,  11636,  11639. — Men  settled  with  Rector  by 
giving  2s.  6 d.  and  price  of  summons,  11640-1.— Only 
place  where,  boats  were  safe  in  storms,  11642-3. — Boats 
mostly  kept  near  tide.  11644. — No  proper  boat  slip  ; 
boats  could  not  be  left  on  slip  all  night,  11629-31. — 


CAMPBELL,  Mr.  JOHN— continued. 

Shed  wanted  to  store  nets ; nets  rotted  in  the  open, 
11645-7. — Fishermen  too  poor  to  join  and  build  shed, 
11648-9. — Better  if  Board  did  it,  11650. — Board  had 
done  -nothing  there,  11651. — There  was  a man  willing 
to  give  land  for  a shed  and  an  inlet  for  boats,  11652. 
— No  one  in  Inver  willing  to  erect  shed  and  get  rent 
for  stowing  nets,  11652a. — Necessary  for  something  to 
be  done  at  Inver,  11653. — Men  made  £10  to  £20  each 
this  season,  11655. — All  kinds  of  fishing  there  ; had 
always  been  a fishing  village,  11655. 

M'NAAV,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

Nature  of  Holding. 

Witness  lived  on  Earl  of  Arran’s  property,  11657. — 
Valuation,  £9,  11658. — Had  thirty  acres  of  rough, 
moory  land,  bog,  moor  and  rock,  11659. — Tilled  five 
acres,  11660. — Which  his  father  had  reclaimed,  11661. 
— Only  five  acres  reclaimed,  11662-3. 

Turbary. 

Bog  all  cut  away,  11664-5. — Went  four  miles  for 
turf,  11665.— It  belonged  to  landlord  and  7s.  6 d.  to.  £1 
was  paid  for  it  in  the  rent,  11665a-7. — Bit  of  bog 
marked  out  for  holding,  11668-9. — Five  years  since 
turf  on  holding  gave  out,  11670. — Turf  on  mountain 
used  till  it  gave  out,  11671-2.— W itness’ s father  made 
arrangement  with  Lord  Arran,  11673. 

Cattle  Trade. 

Witness  had  three  cows,  11674. — Calves  sold  in 
Donegal  on  fair  days,  11675-6. — Generally  sold  before 
winter,  11677. — Calves  generally  went  to  non-congested 
parts  near  Donegal,  where  there  was  better  land, 
11678-9. — Kept  there  for  year  or  year  and  a-half  till 
two  years  old,  11680-1. — Fair  amount  of  grass  round 
Donegal ; all  calves  did  not  go  there ; youngest  stock 
went,  to  nearest  grazing  land  possible,  11682-5. 

Land  Purchase  on  Lord  Arran’s  Estate. 

Land  not  bought  out  by  witness ; two-thirds  of  ten- 
ants on  same  estate  bought  about  a year  ago,  11686-8, 
11690,  11701. — One-third  did  not  like  terms  offered, 
11689-90.— Tenants  near  mountain  did  not  buy  ; those 
adjoining  mountain  bought ; they  could  give  a higher 
price  on  account  of  sheep  kept  on  mountain,  11691, 
11703. — Witness  declined  to  buy  on  score  of  price, 
11692. — Twenty-four  and  a-half  years’  purchase  of 
rent  offered,  11693. — Twenty-four  years  on  second  term 
rents  ; twenty-two  for  first  term  rents ; reduction  of 
6s,  and  4s.,  il711-2. — Greater  part  had  not  had  rent 
fixed  in  court,  11694. — Nine  increases  of  rent  on 
estate  on  tenants’  improvements  within  memory  of 
man  before  1881,  11695-700. — Tenants  who  bought 
mostly  not  in  one  area,  unsigned  tenants  also  in  two 
or  three  townlands,  11702-4. — Tenants  adjoining  Done- 
gal town  in  non-congested  area  had  all  bought,  11704. 
— Lord  Arran  sold  direct  to  tenants,  11705. — Witness 
excluded  from  mountain,  11706. — No  allowance  made 
for  intermediate  tenants,  11707-8.— 'Same  number  of 
years  purchase,  arrangement  wanted,  11709-10. — Sales 
not  yet  through ; those  in  arrears  being  driven  to 
. sign  or  would  be  turned  out ; arrears  added  to  years’ 
purchase,  11713-5. — Formerly  rent  paid  yearly,  since 
Land  Purchase  Act  it  was  paid  twice  a year,  usually 
paid  twice  a year  in  other  parts  of  Ireland  ; law 
based' on  that  supposition,  11715-20.— People  were  made 
to  believe  that  some  tenants  had  agreed  to  buy,  11721-2. 
— Neighbours  of  witness  who  had!  been  processed 
were  poor  men  unable  to  pay  rent  half-yearly,  11723-7. 
— Would'  have  paid  at  end!  of  year,  11726.- — If  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  stepped  in  arrangement  might 
be  made  to  enable  tenants  to  buy,  11728-30,  11731A-3. 
— Tenants  without  mountain  grazing  wanted  to  give 
only  thirteen  years'  purchase  instead  of  twenty-four, 
11734-5,  11741. — Present  rent  of  £7  17s.  6c7.  settled 
with  landlord  out  of  court,  11736-9. — Amount  of  an- 
nuity payable  with  thirteen  years’  purchase  had  not 
teen  considered ; would  be  ascertained  if  offer  were 
made,  11740-6. 

• Ixdustrif.s  should  be  started. 

Industries  should  be  started  in  district,  11747. — Any 
industry  to  give  employment,  11748. — Never  had  been 
any,  11750. — Witness  lived  half-a-mile  from  main 
road,  11749. 
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M'NAW,  Mr.  JAMES. 

See  [>.  209. 

Nature  of  Holding. 

"Witness  had  five  acres,  all  reclaimed  land.  11752, 
11755. — Valuation,  £1  15s.,  11753. — He  and  his  father 
had  reclaimed  it  all,  11756-7. — He  lived  entirely  on 
holding  with  assistance  from  two  'brothers  in  Amer-ica, 
11758-9. — Witness  never  went  to  Scotland  ; men  round 
about  were  compelled  to,  11760-1. — Would  get  on  better 
if  he  had  more  land,  11762. — Would  till  it  and  put 
stock  on  it,  11763. — Present  land  enough  only  too 
poor,  11764.--  One  cow  kept,  11765. — Calf  sold  in  Done- 
gal market,  11766. — Kept  three  or  six  months,  11767. 
—No  potatoes  grown  this  year;  land  not  worth 
turning,  11768.— Would  not  be  able  to  buy,  11769— 
Rent  paid  £1  13s.,  11770. 

Migration. 

Would  migrate  if  better  farm  were  offered,  11771 
11775.— Wife  would  go  too,  11772-4.— Would  have  no 
right  to  be  paid  for  farm  if  he  got  a better  one, 
11776. — Assistance  from  Board  wanted  to  improve 
place,  11776-7.— Coal  mine  in  townland  closed  up  fifty 
or  sixty  years  ago,  11777-8. — Needed  to  be  opened  as 
turf  was  three  or  four  miles  away,  11779-11781— 

Turbary, 

Turbary  went  with  holdings,  11780.— Road  to  bo* 
only  went  about  a mile,  11782.-  -Three  miles  of  road 
ran  through  bog,  but.  bog  was  lialf-a-mile  away  on 
11779  ^ 11783'4  —Turf  carried  on  men’s  backs. 
Witness’s  sons  only  seven  years  old,  11785-7. 

HERON,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 

Nature  of  Holding. 

Witness  had  ten  acres  of  mountainy  land,  11790-1. 
— Three  acres  reclaimed,  11791-2. — Valuation  £2  6s., 
11789,  11827-8. — W itness  lived  entirely  on  land  and 
got  some  support  from  brothel’s  in  America  and  other 
places,  11793-4,  11799. — His  father  was  too  old  to 
work,  11795,  11802. — He  was  not  married,  11797. — 
Had  stayed  at  home  to  look  after  his  parents,  11800-1. 
—Did  nothing  but  work  on  land,  11803.— Kept  three 
Cattle,  11804,  11806. — Had  no  other  grazing  land  but 
farm,  11805,  11808. — Bought  hay  to  feed  cattle  in 
winter  at  auctions  four  or  five  miles  away,  11806, 
11810-1.— His  father  kept  no  horse,  so  he  had  to  walk 
backwards  and  forwards  to  cut  hay  and  pay  for 
cartmg,  11812-4.— He  tilled  all  good  land  on  farm, 
rest  would  not  grow  hay,  11807.— The  ten  acres  were 
all  together,  11809. 

Migration. 

i.™hn8itS5ffi6W“"ld  rais“‘e  “ “,ey  80t  brtt“ 

Mountain  should  he  divided  among  Poor  Tenants. 

Tenants  in  district  had  no  mountain  liberty  and 
could  not  keep  sheep,  11815,  11838.— Mountain  hJld 

meiWliv°^  nW]men  Wh°  iivf,d.  by  sheeP-  11816— These 
men  lived  on  their  own  holdings,  11819-20— If  these 

Lnir1*  b°uSht°ut  by  Congested  Districts  BoaS 
to  would  Pref«r  to  ]lave  Parfc  of  mountain  added 
taS  11S7  “t?  *“  r™  f“"3  in  P“*  °f 

taX  firn  s wt”  G1™  >3-  tad  mom,, 

n l,1;2’— Witness  would  like  the  same 

sheep ' ~ 1 1824  ^ w n°ng  lJ  he  had  mountain  to  run. 

11829-31.  ot'  for  hls  patents, 

Promotion  of  Industries 

Druminm  suggested,  11835— P^nty  of  pwpleXre 


HERON,  Mr.  WILLIAM — continued. 

and  in  surrounding  country,  11836— Applicatim. 
been  made  to  Mr.  Morton,  but  fell  through  11837  — 
Everyone  in  district  at  present  went  to’  Scotland 
except  member  of  family  stopping  with  old  nermil 
11832— Witness  had  never  been  to  Scotland  11833  * ’ 
Roads  into  bogs  wanted  ; should  be  made’ by  dir^i 
labour  to  give  employment  to  people,  11833-4. 

Live  Stock. 

Cattle  could  be  improved,  11837—  Board’s  bulls  n<v 
benefit;  district  too  poor  for  high  class  animal. 
H837A— District  so  poor  families  could  not  be  sun’ 
ported  for  more  than  four  months  in  the  year  • fain,' 
only  five  or  six  acres,  barely  able  to  keep ‘two  cows -l 
No  turbary  on  farms  ; tenants  bad  to  go  three  miles  for 
turf  although  paying  7s.  6,1.  to  £1  for  it,  they  had  Z 
carry  it  on  their  backs— No  home  industries  exceut 
a little  sprigging,  etc.  ; people  could  not  live  without 
assistance  from  relatives  abroad;  could  be  remedied 
by  providing  employment  in  district;  abundant  0f 
coal  in  district  ; woollen  or  carpet  factory  could  be 
started  ; sprigging  industry  subsidised  and  encourage 
ment  given  for  improvement  of  holdings,  11838.  b 

CAMPBELL,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Nature  of  Holding. 

iiSnldi’ng  n0<;  ¥rg,e  ’ Wltness  had  no  right  to  it, 
^f  v,,r"renantS  had  got  land  divided  and  eacli  man 
h„  ora  part,  11841. — They  wer,  satisfied  tiU 
i‘vlded.  themselves ; three  days  after  it  wo. 
done  they  got  a second  surveyor,  who  went  through 

hohTmS11 1?‘S  ”!fness  f“d  for  cut  ho  did 

hold,  H842— He  paid  same  rent  as  before  and  got 
less  land,  11842a-3— Congested  Districts  Board  had 

?tr°11R44  *°n’  11,8t1TN°  loss  s^d  since  they  got 
it,11844— Board  had  not  yet  sold  fo  tenants,  11845. 
-Witness  jas  using  same  land  as  before  he  bought 
11846  B°ard’  11846’~Land  sniped  ten  years  a|o, 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  CHARLES. 

Land  Trouble  in  1850. 

feS’lvnm  RitneSVa,S  -0ne  of  tlle  Quants  tians- 
T J?avin  East  ln  1850 ; whole  town- 
P+ithree  Went  to  Americ;l ; Witness’s  father 
three  sent  to  the  mountains  without  house 
oi  foot  of  reclaimed  laud,  11847— No  people  living 
cn  witness  s farm  before  that,  11848— People  going 
liaaq  n'i8  "a  cotmPensation  ; only  passages  paid, 
?g£ 7°Sy  part,  of  the  families  went  to  Arnica 

(d  famiireV°l?A?R  nep  W^fc  happened  remainder 
' f?J  H858— People  sent  to  mountain  got  no 

compensa  ion,  11850— They  had  no  arrears  of  rent, 
that  n.0wJ]l,ad  good  improvement  holdings; 

lowered  • ^ land,  than  bef,°l'e.  but  rent  was  not 
rffd  ’pfent  raised  by  £1  ten  years  later  ; land  was 
then  m Chancery;  Messrs.  Musgrave  now  landlords; 
mmvnhi  -Was  seventLV  years  old,  11852  ; people  went  to 
' f against  their  wiU,  11855  —They  were 
??0dc,Tind?ws  for  hout3es>  and  30s.  towards 
11866— They  liad  houses  on  former  hold- 
from  IT'  >L?nd  was  300  acres  a quarter  of  a mile 

Sass  & rl  xt  "’aS  Walled  up  and  used  for 
ft  rF  lt?,ess  would  have  claim  on  it  if 

it  from  * r011®bfc Boal"d.  11861— He  could  work 
it  from  present  house,  11865. 

Turbary. 

Forty  years  ago  tenants  in  district  had  leave  to 
cut  turt ; now  they  were  to  be  sent  twelve  miles  to  top 
1 "i  7’?0u,ntalni  H865-6,  11874— There  was  a bog 
available  half-way  up  hill.  11866,  11872-3— Landlord 
f,  w i fc  fU°W  t0  **  cnt’  11873— Impossible  to  get 
turf  twelve  miles  away,  11868-9,  11871— Rent  had 
deluded  turbary  for  fifteen 
y ‘ ’ 1887"8’~^resent  bog  would  last  three  or  four 
, / ar*’  11870. — Witness  had  cut  within  eighteen 
,of  place  where  there  was  turf ; it  was  an. 
evicted  farm  for  nineteen  years,  11873-4. 
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JUDGE,  Mr.  HENRY. 


Tenants  paid  a penny  a perch  for  bog ; some  were 
cutting  at  Crownasillagh  above  road;  were  notified 
rot  to  do  it,  as  it  would  waste  the  land,  the  bog 
' b'ein2  nearlv  run  out,  11875,  11876.— Landlords  in 
Cocuish  had  laid  out  road  to  bog  there  where  tenants 
could  get  turf,  11875.— AH  tenants  had  difficulty  m 
eeting  turf ; it  was  cut  out ; landlord  had  had  place 
surveyed,  and  was  going  to  open  up  place  where  there 
was  plenty  of  bog,  11882. 

CARR,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Turbary. 

Witness  farmed  his  father’s  land  ; rent,  £4  ; valua- 
tion £4  3s.  ; about  twenty-five  acres ; mountain 
land  including  rocks;  landlord  W.  H.  Musgrave  ; 
went  eight  or  ten  miles  for  turf  ; did  not  get  turf  on 
own  estate;  paid  10s.  for  bog  trespass  on  Mr.  Tre- 
denick’s  estate,  11878.—' Thirty  loads  got  for  10s.; 
toad  so  bad  only  two-thirds  of  a load  taken  ; road 
needed  improvement ; eight  miles  of  it  good ; a mile 
at  each  end  bad,  1187&A-81— ' There  was  turf  nearer, 
but  no  road  to  it,  11882. 


FISHING  AND  OTHER  INDUSTRIES. 

People  along  shore  would  like  boatJslip  or  pier, 
11883.— Great  place  for  fishing  ; not  so  many  boats  as 
formerly,  11883-4. — Young  men  emigrated ; industry 
should  be  started  to  keep  people  at  home ; forty  years 
ago  600  families  in  parish,  now  400,  11884,  11893. 


O’DONNELL,  Mr.  JAMES — continued. 

farmers,  11914. — Half  the  profit  would  repay  loan, 
11016.— ^Prizes  and  loans  from  Parish  Committee 
would  nob  be  enough  ; they  had  too  small  a sum  at 
their  disposal,  11915-7. — More  profitable  to  drain 
arable  than  mountain  land,  11940. — Witness  was 
doing  well  on  his  farm,  11941. — Other  people  had  no 
time  to  make  drains ; they  had  to  do  odd  jobs  to  make 
money,  11942-3. 


Sheep  Trade. 

If  mountain  were  fenced  in  common  each  man 
would  keep  his  own  sheep,  11926-7. — Dogs  never  taken 
to  mountains ; little  bpys  taken  to  catch  sheep, 
11928-8a. — Owners  would  not  all  go  at  once,  11929. — 
Sheep  fetched  16s.  each,  11930. — Lambs,  8s.,  11932. — 
Wool  sold  well,  11931. — Profit  on  sheep  in  year  one- 
third  of  capital,  11933,  11937. — Most,  people  had  not 
the  means  to  purchase,  11933-4. — Man  with  dne 
sheep  would  sell  lambs,  11935. — Some  of  the  twelve 
farmers  had  sheep,  11936. — Greatest  loss  was  when 
sheep  got  off  track,  and  were  worried  by  dogs  or  put 
in  the  pound,  11938. 

Land  Purchase. 

Witness  had  offered  to  buy  holding  at  seventeen 
years’  purchase ; agent  offered  5s.  6 d.  and  3s.  6 d. 
reduction  on  rents ; considered  teo  little  for  class 
of  land,  11944. — If  improvements  were  made  in  hold- 
ings they  would  answer  for  themselves  at  time  of  pur- 
chase, 11949. 


Turbary. 


Farms  of  Evicted  Tenants. 

Many  lands  lying  waste;  little  farms  of  evicted 
families  not  taken  np,  11885-8,  11895A-6. — Ten  such 
holdings  in  district,  all  separate,  11889,  11896  — 
Portion  of  land  had  gone  back  to  grass ; it  was  not 
fenced,  and  neighbours  grazed  it;  it  was  not  taken 
by  a tenant,  11890-2.— Some  of  the  200  families  sold 
to  neighbours,  11893. — Some  enlarged  holdings  ; some 
gave  to  their  sons,  11894. — Part  of  the  land  was  con- 
solidated into  large  holdings  and  still  in  tenants’ 
possession,  11895-5a. 


•O'DONNELL,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Holding  of  Witness. 

Farm  forty-four  acres,  besides  individual  moun- 
tain ; valuation,  £8  7s.  ; eleven  acres  arable ; part 
-Of  the  eleven  meadow,  11897,  12008. 


Fair  supply  of  turf  within  a mile  in  witness’s 
townland  ; some  townlands  had  to  go  three  or  four 
miles,  11945-6. — Turf  an  important  question  in  a 
permanent  settlement,  11948. 

Promotion  of  Industries. 

Introduction  of  cottage  industries  into  Glenties 
useful ; they  had  been  introduced  in  Ardara,  11950-1. 
— Sprigging  knitting  in  witness’s  parish  ; those  with 
knitting  machines  made  7s.  or  8s.  a week ; those 
without  Is.  6 d.,  11952. — .Board  taught  forty  girls  last 
year  to  use  machines,  11953,  11957. — Department  of 
Agriculture  had  one  class,  and  forty-four  girls 
attended ; three  more  classes  needed,  11954-5. — 
Hundreds  would  take  advantage  of  them,  11956. — 
Girls  did  not  apply  for  machines  because  they  could 
not  use  them,  11954. 

Improvement  of  Live  Stock. 


Mountain  Grazing. 

Witness  occasionally  put  sheep  on  mountain ; poor 
grazing. — Fencing  mountain  would  not  pay ; twelve 
neighbours  were  arranging  to  fence  a dozen  farms  into 
one,  and  to  keep  stock  inside  according  to  valuation, 
11898-9,  11901. — All  except  one  or  two  of  the  twelve 
were  willing,  11921-2. — These  twelve  shares  might  ac- 
commodate 200  sheep,  but  they  would  be  in  a bad 
condition  and  not  much  profit,  land  on  mountain 
was  so  poor,  11924-5. — Would  not  pay  to  keep  a shep- 
herd ; some  of  the  land  not  twopence  an  acre  in  value, 
11900,  11923,  12005a.  -Some  portions  worth  5s.  an 
.acre,  12007. 

Drainage. 

Mountain  very  wet ; too  full  of  perils  to  put  cattle 
on  ; some  of  it  could  be  drained ; arable  land  and 
grass  for  meadow  would  pay  better  for  draining ; 
draining  the  only  industry  that  would  pay ; portion 
would  produce  double  the  crop,  11902.— 'Drains  to  carry 
water  a yard  deep  wanted,  11903. — 'People  in  general 
too  poor  to  make  drains ; made  all  they  could,  11904. 
Witness  had  eleven  children ; all  at  home  but  two ; 
two  sons  twenty  and  twenty-four  years  old,  11905. 
—They  helped  to  do  draining,  11906. — Small  drains 
on  each  farm  sufficient,  11907. — Some  could  <lo  that 
themselves,  11908. — Witness  had  made  £300  worth  of 
drains  in  thirty  winters,  11910. — Want  of  drainage 
biggest  loss  in  country,  11911. — Drains  were  some- 
times open,  mostly  piped  with  stones,  11912-3. — 
Orockery  pipe  used  sometimes,  11919. — Average  cost 
£10,  11918. — Most  men  would  have  to  pay  labour  to 
-do  it,  11920. — Witness  proposed  to  provide  loans  for 


Animals  a third  more  valuable  since  improvement 
by  Board,  11957-60. — More  bulls  required,  11961-4. — 
Supply  still  continued ; all  bulls  supplied  were  good, 
11961-2. 


Straying. 

Lack  of  spraying  a terrible  loss  ; Board  sent  man 
with  machine  and  material  free  for  two  years ; only 
two  out  of  twenty  availed  themselves  of  instruction  ; 
£10  lost  this  year  in  district  through  lack  of  spray- 
ing, 11965. — People  who  sprayed  had  better  crop, 
11966. — Would  be  easier  in  future  to  induce  people 
to  spray,  11967. — -Board  supplied  machines  at  two- 
thirds  cast  price,  11967. — Department  supplied  them 
now,  11969-70. — Witness  sprayed  with  machine 
bought  from  Board,  11973. — Spraying  only  done  in 
dry  weather  ; neighbours  too  late  this  year  ; blight 
fell  early,  11973. — One  machine  only  useful  for  two 
people ; machines  got  out  of  order  and  there  was  no 
one  to  mend  them,  11974-6. — Local  shopkeepers  sold 
the  mixture;  they  adulterated  it  the  last  few  years, 
11976-7. — No  complaints  had  been  made  to  Depart- 
ment, 11977-8. — Congested  Districts  Board’s  resident, 
in  district  had  left,  11979. — He  had  been  very  useful, 
11980.  . 

Suri’LY  of  Seed. 

Good  seed  brought  into  county  would  be  beneficial ; 
no  grease  or  smut  since  Board  sent  oats,  11980. — 
Seed  should  be  changed  every  three  or  four  years ; 
potatoes  would  last  twenty  years  if  changed  from 
hog  to  clay,  11981-4. 
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O DONNELL,  Mn.  JAMES — continued. 

F arming  of  District. 

Board  had  had  experimental  plots  in  district ; 
that  was  stopped,  11988. — Holdings  too  small  for 
rotation ; not  enough  manure,  11989-90.— Witness 
himself  went  in  for  rotation ; valuation  of  four-fifths 
of  people  under  £4 ; arable  laud  six  to  seven  acres ; 
three  required  for  meadow ; crops  never  changed, 
11990. — Average  stock  throe  cows ; some  year  olds  and 
a calf  and  ten  sheep,  11991. — Manure  only  collected 
in  byres,  11992. — Lack  of  rotation  the  cau'se  of  light 
crops,  11993. — Potatoes  seldom  planted  after 

potatoes,  11994. — While  Board  was  in  district  there 
was  a marked  improvement  in  people,  11995. — 
Arable  land  too  small ; with  double  amount  crops 
could  be  changed,  11996-7. 

Size  of  Farm  suitable. 

Twenty-live  acres  of  good  land  a fair  sized  holding ; 
ten  or  eight  better  than  farms  here,  11999. — Land  wit- 
ness was  on  not  adapted  for  horse  labour ; only  dealt 
with  by  spade,  &c.  ; ten  or  twelve  acres  of  such  land 
for  tillage,  and  a bit  of  rough  grazing  enought  to  sup- 
port a family,  12000,  12002. — Such  a farm  could  keep 
twelve  or  fourteen  beasts  ; the  strip  of  grazing  should 
support  six  beasts  and  a score  of  sheep,  12001-4. — 
Valuation  would  be  £5  to  £5  10s.,  12005-6.— Poor 
land  not  tilled  in  seven  or  eight  years  went  back  to 
natural  state,  12008. — Man  could  not  look  after  more 
than  ten  or  twelve  acres,  12009.— Witness’s  hold- 
ing most  suitable  size  where  onlv  manual  labour  was 
employed,  12010-1.— What  was  not  arable  was  at  foot 
of  mountain  covered  with  heather,  12012,  12014.— 
Slightly  better  than  higher  up,  12013.— Small  amount 
ot  turnips  or  mangold-wurzels  grown ; not  enough 
manure  for  that,  12015-6. 

Migration. 

1,£»opI™^<>uld  mW»te  if  the.Y  got  better  holdings, 
11998.— » it  ness  and  his  wife  would  go  to  Westmenth  at 
once  if  offered  a farm.  12017-8.— Con  Mollov  had  tract 
ot  mountain  land  lie  paid  rent  and  taxes  for,  and 
could  not  get  rid  of,  12018-9.— It  was  too  bleak  and 
barren  for  trees ; whins  would  grow  and  shelter 
12020°3  an^  C0U^  be  let  for  the  sporting  rights, 

Education. 

toSSto?'  s?]'°o1  education  not  so  good  now  as 
formerly , witness  thought  geography,  spelling 
&c->  1X1010  profitable  than  drawing 
S?24;5,  1.2027"9;  12032,  12039. — Irish  taught  ft 
schools  not  much  help,  12026. -Witness  waf  at  a 

morlLr^VS001  f°r  tY°  years’  and  learnt  more  than 
modem  children  in  four,  10230-1,  12039  12042  — 

.u  good  thing,  12033-4. — Children  not 
kept  so  tight  in  schools  now-a-days,  12037-8.— Might 

Sf  1 agricultural  class  book, 

12035  ‘ pw—?  tVl*  “1>>>I-V  *°  Nm'Hi  “f  Ireland, 

eis  at taclml  to  schools  would  bo  service^ 
OMn  l?-'  "Vl!i  1°  school  at  five  years  old, 

h11  R,lxtet‘u>  12041,  12043.—  Extremely 
Si  ohSuS’J ?1,  !’  12M«— rower  ragged  and 

j , -a"  wu‘n  w,tne,s  was  a bov  12045 
uS™,^ ^ 12°0«a  "TOk  •*  #»  W was  the 

Condition  of  People. 

Crops  this  year  nearly  as  had  as  in  1879  — Sitna 
would"!””  ?othlne  ™ d»no;  making  drlins 
land  lliffi  y™?'"-™”*  and  permanently  improve 
t™  J20™'7— Standard  of  living  better  now  than 
formerly , improvement  mostly  confined  to  seabonvd  • 

BSt  <*&  nil  iwRi"  M4e' 

IdUSO.  -I'ish  generaUy  sent  away  in  bulk  12019 ’ 

P'  C‘  ‘ ngUS  VC1-V  citable ‘for  mountains,  12054  5.  ’ 


CONAGHAN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Holding  of  Witness. 

Witness’s  holding  twenty  acres  - 
five  shillings ; land  nearly^  all  mounftin  ^ thlrty‘ 
arable,  sheep  kept  on  mountain,  12059.  ’ five  aci-ea 

Road-making. 

Road  from  Ardara  to  Killybegs  a broke*  „ 
used  by  seventeen  ratepayers  ; cfunty  CounciulS 
to  make  it,  although  passed  three  times  by  Rura/l)^ 
tnct  Council,  owing  to  lack  of  funds ; road  coui?t 
made  if  Congested  Districts  Board  «a re  £50  d9  ^ 
County  Council  £50  ; it  would  be  a short  St  f d 
Ardara  to  Killybegs,  12059-62. -flatter  ha?* 
been  brought  to  Board’s  notice,  12061.  d er 

Bridge-making. 

Brid®.  going  through  a townlaud  of  seven  house, 
made  of  rotten  sticks,  and  a danger  to  horses  S 
by  twenty  tenants  cutting  turf,  made  by  tenant; 
and  twice  repairod  m witness's  memory;  road  b“ U 
on  both  sides  by  county,  12063._Ten.nts  not  fit  to 
keep  up  a.  bridge  .always,  12064,-XJounty  had  m Jt 
severo1  roads  on  both  sides  of  streams  without  iridg” 
12065,— Road  cheaper  and  made  first,  12066  —lord 
sometimes  made  12067. -Roads  ordinary  second-cE 
county  roads ; bridge  giving  way,  12068.— -Road  au- 
thority would  not  make  bridge  ; they  had  no  money  r 
nothing  could'  be  done  if  Board  did  not  help,  12069 — 
io0  would  make  a,  stone  structure,  12070-1. 

BOYLE,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Occupation  of  Witness. 

Witness  had  a small  piece  of  land  and  a drapery 
and  grocery  store ; he  had  no  spirit  licence,  12072. 

PUBLICHOUSES  SHOULD  BE  CLOSED. 

i ?blichouses  ,in  ^“gested  districts  should  -be  all 
closed  by  compulsion,  12073,  12081,-People  were  not 
drunkards  but  were  underfed  and  unable  to  stand 
Z i dnnk  01r  : y,  eai"ned  by  fishing  and  other  in- 

dustues  spent  foolishly  in  drink,  12073.— -Five  public 

two^*  r,'CaiT1Ckii°ne  in  TeeIin>  U’°  in  Meena-nery, 
two  in  Gleneolnmbkill ; useless  to  reduce  number : re- 
more  accommodation  and  same 
quantity  of  dnnk  sold,  12074—Not  more  drunkenness 

l,Zc4,olaioo^ei'e^Sei1  .to  be ; move  spent-  in  public- 
houses,  12075.— On  fair  evenings  people  did.  not  re- 
ma  n so  long  in  the  street,  12076. -Some  drunkenness 

trict  lTo78^  He?  fcn1e!Siid  ,n0t  beJond  dis- 
12078.— He  thought  the  class  who  got  State  aid 
spent_  the  money  in  drink,  12080—More  diunkenness 
l-J.,111  images ; twenty-five  years  ago  they  made 
dl  ci  whiskey  and  had  it  locally ; thousands  of 
pounds  put-  into  Exchequer  by  suppression  of  illicit 
nanufacture ; people’s  condition  would  improve  in  a 
snort  time  if  pnblichouses  were  closed,  12081-2.— Not 
as  much  dnnk  taken  as  formerly,  12082.— Majority  of 
people  sober,  12083. 

Credit  and  Standard  of  Living. 

For  some  years  past  credit  not  so  high  as  it  used 
”,  n ’ hJn°r0i  requu‘ed'  aSain  this  year,  12084.  —More 
and  better  class  goods  sold  than  formerly,  12085. 

DEENY,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Indebtedness. 

Not  more  credit  given  now  tlm* 


Drainage  of  thf.  “ Black  Burn.” 
i„?raiSa-ge  of  ‘‘Black  Burn”  River  needed  deepen- 
v-f,  a”d  improving ; by  deepening  stream  ten  feet  at 
giest  point  and  four  or  five  at  other  points  bog  on 
lumhalla  side  would  yield  abundant  supply  of  turf 
1 ,,m®ys  for  a generation,  and  thirty  or  fortv  acres 
?n  the  other  side  could  be  used  for  tillage  and  graz- 
ng  , drainage  important,  as  turf  was  becoming  scarce 
t?  ^“'ghhom-hood  ; bed  of  river  of  soft  rock,  easily 
■Pfinted'  V^?7-  W Congested  Districts  Board  granted 
people  m neighbourhood  would  make  up  balance 
in  I a bom-  they  were  too  poor  to  supply  means  them- 
volition  was  £7; 

, ,p‘.1  , for  tenant-right  of  farm,  12088.— Farm 
had  belonged  to  his  father’s  cousins,  12089. — -People 
m Plenties  might  be  worse  off  than  in  Inniskill ; much 
■had  been  done  for  them,  12090.— Landlord  of  estate  oir 
other  side  of  stream  had  refused  to  sell,  12091. 
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DEENY,  Mb.  JOHN — continued. 

Local  Indu stries. 

Lace-making  the  only  local  industry  ; people’s  farms 
so  small  they  could  not;  exist  without  help  from 
America,  Scotland,  etc.  ; lace-making  did  immense 
good  ; some  other  industry  for  girls  should  he  started 
in  case  of  failure  of  demand  for  lace ; skilled  workers 
should  be  sent  amongst  people  to  teach  them  to  help 
themselves.  Nothing  done  to  keep  young  men  at 
home ; something  urgently  needed ; much  might  be 
done  by  establishing  centres  where  knowledge  of  in- 
dustries might  be  acquired,  and  by  finding  profitable 
market  for  manufactured  articles,  12092. — No  weav- 
ing; one  loom  at  Glenvar,  12093. — Plenty  of  wool, 
12093a. --Sold  locally,  12094. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Fishing  industry  fast  dying  out  on  Fan  ad  side  of 
lough  Swilly ; no  piers  or  shelter  for  boats  from 
Rathmullan  to  Portsalon  ; boat-slip  and  break-water 
asked  for  at  Newbridge  still  hanging  in  abeyance ; 
impossible  to  use  large  boats  without  pier ; industry 
could  not  be  developed  without  boats ; curing  stations 
and  cheap  means  of  transit  and  communication  neces- 
sary if  industry  were  developed  ; large  number  of 
smaller  farmers  could  devote  half  their  time  to  it 
with  reasonable  facilities  ; boat  had  been  supplied  to 
some  men  at  Haugherdan,  who  had  to  walk  four  miles 
to  Rathmullan  for  it  for  want  of  pier  at  Newbridge, 
12095. 

V 

Transit  Facilities. 

Railway  and  steamboat  rates  between  Rathmullan 
and  Derry  very  high  ; people  consequently  took  farm 
produce  to  Kerrykeel  or  Mulroy  Bay  for  transit  to 
Glasgow ; hilly  and  indifferent  roads  to  Kerrykeel ; 
new  road  wanted  at  Sliankey  to  avoid  hill ; charge  for 
cartage  from  Lough  Swilly  railway  terminus  at  Penny- 
burn  to  steamboat  or  other  railways,  in  addition, 
T2097. — Double  handling  of  goods  might  account  for 
high  rates,  12097a. — Usual  passenger  fare  to  Derry 
l«.  3(Z.  ; on  market  days  Is.  8 d.,  12098-99. 

Work  of  Parish  Committees. 

Prize  system  had  improved  houses  ; room  for  further 
encouragement,  12100. 

Emigration. 

Best  of  the  population  emigrating,  12101. 
DOHERTY,  Mr.  CHARLES. 

Drainage. 

Tenants  in  district  suffered  from  want  of  drainage ; 
landlord  took  mountain  away  thirty-one  years  ago, 
or  they  would  not  otherwise  suffer  so  much,  12105. — 
Mountain  partly  used  to  increase  bailiff’s  farm ; 
partly  kept  in  landlord’s  own  hands,  12106. — 'Witness 
a judicial  tenant;  rent  £4;  valuation  £5  16s.  9 d., 
12107. 

Turbary. 

Tenants  who  settled  out  of  court  paid  a penny  a 
perch  for  turbary  ; those  in  court  Is.  6 d.  per  perch, 
12108. 

Migration. 

People  would  migrate  if  given  suitable  holdings 
elsewhere,  12109. 

M'CALLUM,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Drainage. 

Drainage  operations  referred  to  would  benefit  wit- 
ness, 12111. — He  purchased  holding  three  years  ago 
under  Act  of  1903,  12112. — He  had  not  told  inspector 
about  drain,  12113. — Or  got  engineer  to  look  at  it, 
12116. — He  bought  within  the  zones,  12115. — Under 
zone  system  inspection  confined  to  verification  of  oc- 
cupancy and  delimitation  of  holding,  12115. 

Turbary. 

Bog  common  turbary  conveyed  by  landlord  to  three 
trustees  for  tenants,  12117. 

Agricultural  Improvement. 

As  regards  cattle  breeding  Board  should  provide 
suitable  stock  for  soil ; facilities  for  change  of  seed 
potatoes  should  be  given,  12118. 


M'CARRON,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Witness’s  farm  seven  acres  one  rood ; rough  and 
smooth ; three  acres  arable ; rest  rocks  and  bushes ; 
share  of  mountain  with  it ; valuation  £4  13s. , rent 
£5  15s.,  12120. 

Size  of  Holding  suitable. 

Size  of  average  holdings  in  district  and  same  class 
of  land,  12121-2. — Witness  would  get  on  better  with 
more  land ; would  prefer  twenty-five  acres ; could 
live  on  ten  with  a little  grazing,  12123-7,  12129-30  ; 
plenty  of  rough  grazing  available  that  could  be  sub- 
soiled and  added  to  holdings,  12128. — Ten  acres  of 
arable  land  could  hardly  be  worked  by  spade  ; man 
with  ten  acres  could  keep  horse,  12172. — Under  pre- 
sent circumstances  farm  that  enabled  man  to  earn  a 
living  must  be  one  on  which  he  could  keep  a horse 
21173. 

Land  Purchase. 

Land  Purchase  Bill  suggested ; witness  would  like 
property  in  congested  districts  where  average  valua- 
tion was  below  £6  to  be  bought  by  Board,  12131. — • 
Captain  Cochrane,  witness’s  landlord,  12131-2. — He 
lived  at  Redcastle,  12134. — He  refused  to  sell  when 
tenants  proposed  to  buy,  12132-3. 

Land  Improvement. 

Improvement  of  soil  by  draining  and  subsoiling, 
planting  worst  corners,  hedging  with  thorn-quicks, 
etc.,  would  be  beneficial,  12135. — Men  could  do  sub- 
soiling themselves  if  they  had  help  ; could  not  afford 
to  pay  help,  12136,  -12139. — Board  could  help  with 
loans  to  be  repaid  by  instalments  added  to  annuities 
in  cases  of  pui-chased  holdings,  12137-8. 

Live  Stock. 

Stock  could  be  improved  by  sending  pure-bred  bulb, 
two  kinds,  one  for  stores  and  one  for  milk,  12140. — 
Board  doing  good  work,  with  great  results,  12141. — 
Bull  in  district  too  far  away ; Board  was  giving  an- 
other, 12142. — Witness  kept  one  milch  cow  and  two  or 
three  dry  young  cattle,  12198. — Sold  at  a year  or  a 
year  and  a half,  12199. — Could  keep  them  longer' if  ho 
grew  turnips,  12200. — He  sold  them  at  market,  12201. 
— Majority  went  to  England  ; some  to  other  parts  of 
Ireland,  12202-3. — He  had  no  horse ; lots  of  people 
had  none,  12204. — Horses  on  bog  belonged  to  farmers 
who  were  better  off,  12205-6. 

Parish  Committees  and  Farm  Buildings. 

Loans  for  adding  to  farm  buildings  would  he  useful, 
12143-4. — 'Parish  Committee  gave  prizes  and  did  great 
work ; more  money  wanted,  12145-7. — Loans  needed 
in  addition  to  prizes  ; Parish  Committee  oould  select 
recipients,  12148. — Amount  of  loans  for  improvement 
should  be  left  to  Parish  Committee,  12190-1. — Wit- 
ness’s holding  only  fit  to  pay  £2  10s.  to  £3,  12192, 
12194. — If  there  were  improvements  amount  would  be 
greater  and  interest  could  be  paid,  12193. 

Agricultural  Instruction. 

Better  training  needed  for  farmers ; man  should  be 
sent  to  instruct  in  planting  crops  and  selecting  seeds 
and  artificial  manures,  12149. — Board  used  to  send 
man  ; no  one  came  now,  12150. — Landlord’s  agent  no 
help  ; did  nothing  but  collect  rents  and  terrorise 
people,  12151-4. 

Relations  between  Landlord  and  Tenants. 

People  afraid  to  go  into  Land  Court  lest  landlord 
should  try  to  recover  arrears,  12154. — Arrears  must 
be  paid  before  rent  could  he  fixed  ; evicted  tenants 
getting  place  again  ; got  rent  fixed  in  such  a way  as 
to  be  unable  to  go  into  court  again  ; men  with  arrears 
could  settle  with  landlord  ; for  instance,  if  a man  had 
four  years’  arrears  landlord  might  wipe  off  two  years 
and  get  £10  or  £12  costs  ; costs  settled  by  adding  to 
the  rent  a shilling  in  the  pound  ; result  was  rent  was 
raised,  12155-7. — Witness  used  to  he  afraid  of  going 
into  court  on  account  of  arrears,  12158,  12231. — His 
mother  had  also  been  afraid,  12182-4. — Witness  no 
longer  afraid,  12185,  12231. — He  thought  the  change 
of  Government  had  put  a better  class  of  men  on  the 
Land  Commission,  and  tenants  would  he  less  likely 
to  be  penalised  by  landlords ; there  was  more  confi- 
dence in  the  country  ; they  were  not  so  much  afraid 
of  eviction,  12231-40. 
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M'CARRON,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

Drainage. 

Witness  had  improved  his  holding,  12159. — Had 
done  some  draining,  12160. — Loans  would  be  useful 
to  get  drainage  done  quickly,  12161. — Main  drainage 
required  on  estate,  also  fencing  mountains,  12162. 

Thatched  Roofs  a waste  of  Fodder. 

Loans  for  slate  roofs  an  improvement  ; thatched 
roof  a waste  of  farm  produce ; more  cows  could  be 
kept ; witness  could  feed  another  cow  with  straw  from 
roof,  12163-5. 

Migration. 

- People  would  migrate  if  they  got  respectable  hold- 
ings in  other  places  with  tenant-right  .and  buildings, 
12166-70. — Would  give  up  tenant-right  if  thev  got 
good  holdings,  12214. — Witness  preferred  tilled  land 
to  grazing,  12215-6. — If  grass  land  were  reclaimed 
and  good  enough  to  till  he  would  not  object,  12217-8. 
—Witness  had  been  born  on  holding ; it  had  belonged 
to  his  mother,  12174. — He  was  married  and  alone  on 
farm,  12175-6. — Had  no  other  means  of  living  ; got 
help  from  friends  in  America,  12177. — Had  been  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  America,  12178. — Worked  on 
land  in  England,  12178a. — At  chemical  works  in  Scot- 
land and  railways  and  a hotel  in  America,  12179. — 
Had  been  arrears  on  farm,  before  he  left  and  there 
still  were,  12180-1. — Most  of  the  young  people  in  dis-. 
trict  went  to  America,  12186.— Hundreds  crossed  to 
Greenock,  12187. — They  worked  at  public  works  there, 
12188.— And  sent  earnings  home ; parents  could  not 
live  without,  12189. — Witness’s  main  crops,  potatoes, 
some  oats,  12195. — Plots  changed  from  time  to  time ; 
some  hardly  worth  breaking,  and  allowed  to  go  into 
grass ; some  would  not  grow  grass ; turnips  not  pos- 
191  evei7  Jear»  12195. — Artificial  manure  used, 


Witness  bought  all  his  turf,  and  carted  it  eight 
^,  12208. — He  paid  eight  shillings  bog  rent,  12209. 
—Turf  nearer  to  farm  more  expensive,  12210.— He 
■p  • Is.  bd.  a load  for  carting,  12211.— Fifty  loads 
£9U12213f<>r  TOnter’s  12212. — iCost  about  £8  or 


Sub-Division. 

Holdings  too  small  for  sub-division,  12227-9. 
Witness  would  give  same  number  of  years’  pur- 
w .J?ndlord  did  in  1879  and  two 

nwre  besides,  12230.— He  was  thirty-eight  years  old, 

Condition  of  People. 

_!’Jess.,CMe  back,  from  America  to  look  after  his 

12219  21  +VV°  °th,er  sons  stiH  in  America, 

of  tllose  who  went  to  Scotland  did 

3— D?bK  v,u«rri;  TtneSS,  uad  done  some  there- 12222' 
12224  fib  p1?dl0rdspa1?-  bef°re  debts  to  shopkeepers, 
12224-6.— People  were  a little  better  off  than  twentv 
years  ago,  owing  to  the  help  they^got  from  friends  in 
Th°ev  A3"6"08--  bufc  more  emigrated,  12242  — 

They  didn.  t get  more  out  of  the  land,  12243.— Thev  still 
riSl’ijSsS1  P£t,toes  »;d  stirabout,  sometime!  hj- 
14245-6.— Very  seldom  meat,  12247.— Witness 
TOj|d12248.StOPP<!d  “ A™rio*  ‘i  be  bail  bad  Ms  own 

KELLY,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Nature  of  Holding. 

f”*  "V*”? : arable  ; 

122619  ir„g  ’ eTr„£5  4i'  ; valuation  £6  10s 

Fishing. 

Dunaff  coast,  ^2258-61^ Did^not*  fi1sh,round 

neighbours  did,  12262.— Witness  foT.  lobsters  ; 

most  people,  yet  could  make  as  mnrh  m°re  11and  tha:n 
in  Scotland  in  a few  month*  ^ fishing 

12263,  12290.— He  wlnt  “ SCotUnd  toldif  if^' 


KELLY,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 

crops  were  not  in  he  paid  someone  to  do  it,  12264-6. 

He  went  in  a Scotch  fishing  boat,  and  his  own  yawl 
was  laid  up,  12266-7. — Sons  too  small  to  help,  12268 
-—Had  no  means  to  get  a big  boat,  12269. 


Harbour  wanted  at  Dunaff. 

There  was  no  harbour,  so  large  boat  would  be  use- 
less ; Dunaff  could  have  as  good  accommodation  as 
any  place  if  there  were  means  to  build  harbour  and 
pier,  12270. — With  big  boat,  witness  could  fish  for  cod 
ling,  and  herring  and  do  deep  sea  fishing,  12271.— 
Herrings  had  a season  round  every  coast,  12272.— In 
Scotland  practically  all  the  year ; witness  had  made 
latterly  £30  there,  because  of  the  good  boats  and  har- 
bours, 12273. 

Larger  boats  got  back  to  port  quicker,  and  got  bet- 
ter price  for  fish  ; they  could  also  go  out  further  ; her- 
ring beds  inland  were  getting  destroyed  by’  the 
trawlers,  12274-6.— Crews  would  be  easily  found- 
numbers  of  men  had  no  land,  and  had  to  migrate’ 
12277-8,  12281. — Not  many  had  as  much  land  as  wit- 
ness, 12279-80. 

Harbour  should  he  at  Roxtown,  12282-3,  12297-8.— 
Fine  island  there  for  shelter  and  channel  to  enter  • 
the  few  rocks  would  be  easily  blasted,  12284.— Witness 
had  never  talked  about  it  to  Fishery  Commissioner 
but  thought  money  would  be  better  spent  there  than 
at  other  ports  in  neighbourhood,  12285.— No  use  in 
spending  money  on  harbour  without  someone  to  look 
out  for  improvements  in  future  ; a little  could  be 
spent  on  small  harbour  at  first,  12286.— There  would 
he  large  number  of  people  there  to  .go  fishing ; hold- 
ings were  so  small  people  would  prefer  to  fish  at 
home  rather  than  emigrate  as  at  present,  12287-9.— 
They  could  live  cheaper  at  home,  12289. 

Witness  would  not  give  up  his  farm  for  .a  large  boat 
and  a cottage ; if  there  were  a fishing  industry  he ' 
could  grow  vegetables  for  sale  to  fishermen,  12291-2. 

Increase  in  number  of  steam  trawlers  and  drifters, 
12293.— Sailing  boats  could  hold  their  own  against 
1&&4  5 tS  eXCept  in  03-1111  weatber>  they  cost  less 

Effect  of  harbour  at  Roxtown  would  be  to  greatly 
stimulate  the  fishing  industry,  12299-300. 


CROSSAN,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Drainage  needed. 

Witness’s  holding,  12  acres ; valuation,  £8  15*. 
ip™’,-  £ST17s;,4d',  12304. — Rent  settled  out  of  Court, 
12305.— Landlord,  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  12306.— 
arms  in  district  mountainy,  holdings  small,  people 
could  not  live  on  land,  had  to  work  at  road-making, 
etc.  12307.— .Drainage  needed,  land  mossy,  had  been 
reclaimed  bygone  back, ' drains  needed  cleaning  every 
or  ®1X.  years,  12308-12. — People  did  not  fish, 
repaired  by  tenants,  they  got  choked 
notwithstanding  it  took  a great  deal  of  labour,  12235- 
Land  never  drained  by  landlord,  12338. 


UIVE  QTOCK. 


Witness  s farm  on  side  of  mountain,  12315.— No 
£,?rtion  of  mountain  rented  for  the 
season,  12316-7.— Three  cows  and  four  calves  kept, 
k ’ , ry  skx-k  sold  as  yearlings,  too  expensive  to 
fi^lt  in  locality, 
majority  went  to  England,  12322. 

Nature  of  Farming. 

T*  ot,  witn<?ss’s  knd  rough,  12324.— Six 
S-76aU£  gO0d’  12325— Three  acres  ke^t  in  grazing, 
,CrjPS  growB>  Potatoes  and  com,  sometimes  ' 
land  not  good  enough  for  the  latter,  12328. 
fflmr,  ,by  'yrtoess  and  some  other  farmers, 

ff™  did'  not  keep  lt  employed,  other  work  found  for 
out  hnr«i’  J232^32-— Farm  could  not  be  worked  with-  . 
+ &e’  Grass  land  on  farm  ploughed,  and 

turn  on  rotation  system,  grass  sown  with  corn,  12339- 
in  Wit,  let  part  of  farm,  to 
a?TrS  f?r.7ery  bigh  rent,  by  auction,  small 
and  ™,,a  °^ed  rjt,  12343-6. — There  was  both  tillage  , 
abln^ti  lng’  1234^~d — Letting  in  con-acre  more  nrofit- 
aoie  than  grazing  young  stock,  12349-50. 
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BUDDY,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Nature  or  Holding. 

■ Twenty  acres  on  witness’s  farm,  12352. — Valuation, 
£7  15s.  ; rent,  £10  10s.,  12353. — Some  rough  land, 
12354. — No  mountain  run,  12355. — Sheep  kept  on 
farm,  12356. — Six  or  seven  acres  arable,  12357. — 
Some’  reclaimed  from  bog  many  years  ago,  partly  by 
witness’s  father,  who  had  farm  before  him,  12358-61. 


Relations  with  Landlord. 

Evictions  took  place  on  estate  in  1882,  whole  town 
was  evicted,  12362-5.— After  a year  tenants  were  re- 
instated as  future  tenants,  12366. — Witness  still  a 
future  tenant,  and  could  not  go  to  Court  to  have 
fair  rent  fixed,  12367-8. — Rents  increased  at  time  of 
re- instatement  to  £10  10s.,  12369-70,  12373,  12377. — 
Two  or  three  years  ago  an  abatement  was  made, 
further  reduction  made  by  agent  last  year,  nominal 
rent  £10  10s.,  actual  rent  only  £8  6s.,  12371,  12374-6, 
12378-9,  12381-6.— Abatement  of  £1  always  allowed, 
12380. — Rent  before  evictions,  £8  10s.,  12372. 

Migration. 

Witness  would  not  migrate  if  he  got  a fair  rent 
fixed,  12387-8.— £5  a fair  rent,  12389. 

Live  Stock. 

Two  milch  cows  and  some  dry  stock  kept  by  witness, 
12390. — .Sold  at  Cross  and  Clonmany,  12391. — Kept 
till  two  or  three  years  old  if  grass  was  bad,  12392-3. . 


NOONE,  Mr.  NEAL. 

Nature  op  Holding. 

Twenty-four  acres  size  of  witness’s  holding,  12395. 
— Ten  or  twelve  acres  reclaimed  land  and  was 
cropped,  12396-7. — Other  fourteen  used  for  cutting 
turf  and  rough  grazing ; bits  reclaimed,  12398-400. — 
Rent,  £3  15s.  ; valuation,  £3  17s.,  12401. 


NOONE,  Mr.  NEAL- — continued.  ..'1 

Live-Stock.  ' : ‘ 

Nine  or  ten  head'  of  stock  kept  by  witness,  12441.— 
Two  milch  cows,  12442. — Dry  stock  not  worth  parting 
with  till  three  years  old,  farmers  forced  to  part  with 
them  at  a year  or  two  years’  old,  because  they  could 
not-  keep  them,  grass  so  poor,  not  five  shillings 
difference  in  value  in  twelve  months,  dealers  bought 
them,  if  there  were  no  demand  in  Ireland  they  must 
be  sold  in  Scotland,  12443-50. — Old  stock  seen  on 
farms  showed  farmers  had  friends  in  America  or 
Scotland,  witness  had  friends  there,  12450-1. 

Sub-division. 

Witness’s  farm  had  been  sub-divided  amongst  three 
brothers  by  his  grandfather,  it  was  in  rundale, 
12452-4. — -Fencing  more  difficult  on  that  account, 
12455-6. — No  attempt  made  to  divide  holding  into 
three  separate  farms  as  others  had  been  done,  on 
account  of  its  peculiar  shape,  12457-8; — 'Suh-division 
still  going  on  within  last  twenty  years  in  spite  of 
landlord’s  objections,  12459-62. — Reclaimed  land  on 
witness’s  holding  was  also  sub-divided,  12476-8. — 
Rent  collected  by  landlord  from  the  three  brothers 
and  raised  whenever  land  was  reclaimed,  12479-81 ; — 
Had  not  risen  since  1881,  12483. 

Land  Purchase. 

Purchase  talked  of,  lowest  terms  offered  by  land- 
lord, twenty-four  years  on  first  term  rents,  bargain 
not  made  because  there  was  no  turbary  included, 
12463-8. — Witness’s  rent  settled  out  of  Court,  12467. 
— Twenty-five  and  three-quarters  years’  purchase  re- 
quired for  inclusion  of  turbary,  12473. — No  extra  rent 
paid  on  Mitchell  estate  for  turbary,  it  was  mostly 
got  from  an  undivided  place,  12469-72. 

Board  had  increased  tillage  by  draining,  12484-6, 
12489. — Done  by  one  big  drain,  12488. 

Witness  -might  make  something  of  his  farm  if  -it 
were  increased  or  a better  shape,  12490-2. — Rent  might 
be  reduced,  12493. 

JOHNSTON,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Improvements  wanted. 

Fences  wanted  on  unreclaimed  land ; ditches  of 
such  light  stuff  they  blow  away,  12402. — Fences  use- 
ful to  divide  tilled  land  from  grazing,  12403-5. — There 
were  some  quick  fences  where  they  would  grow  ; none 
would  grow  on  mossy  places,  12406. — Stone  walls  in 
some  parts ; no  stones  in  mossy  place,  12407. — 
Fences  of  sods  and  whins  would  do  in  some  places  ; 
wire  best  in  lighter  places,  12408-9. — Help  from 
Congested  Districts  Board  would  he  useful,  12410. — 
Too  dear  for  people  to  do  themselves ; cost  of  wire 
fence  4cZ.  to  6 d.  a yard  for  a fence  of  four  feet 
high,  with  four  or  five  wires  and  iron  standards, 
12411-4. — Advantage  to  repay  cost  on  instalment  sys- 
tem, 12415. — Witness  was  not  un  evicted  tenant, 
12416. — He  was  on  Mitchell  estate,  12417. — Boundary 
fences  were  solid  sod,  12418. — In  boggy  places  they 
dried  up  and  blew  away,  12419. 

Draining  and  subsoiling  would  be  useful,  12420. — • 
Slate  roofs  better  and  cheaper  than  thatch,  12420-1. 


See  p.  229. 

Drainage  of  Glentogher  River. 

River  needed  deepening  and  broadening,  whole 
country  flooded  after  rain,  roads  impassable,  crops 
often  lost,  12495-7. — Cost  probably  £1,000,  12497.— 
Representations  made  to  County  Council  with  no 
result,  12499-500. — Rural  District  Council  responsible 
for  roads,  12502. — -Witness  would  like  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  to  do  it,  12503. — It  was  a congested  dis- 
trict, 12504. — River  in  Inishowen  and  flowed  into 
Strawbreaglia  Bay,  12505.— All  the  arable  land  was 
in  the  valley,  12506. 

Public  Limekiln  wanted. 

Public  limekiln  to  burn  the  lime  in  the  vicinity 
would  be  of  great  use  to  farmers,  at  present  farmera 
took  the  lime  away  and  burnt  it  themselves,  12508-9. 
— Not  started  for  lack  of  capital,  would  probalbly  pay, 
12511-13. 


Migration. 

Witness  would  migrate  if  offered  better  farm, 
12422. — Others  would  do  the  same,  12423. — Witness 
had  been  to  Scotland  and  done  other  work  besides 
farming,  12424. 

Size  of  Holding. 

With  a horse  he  could  manage  more  than  ten  acres 
of  arable,  12426. — With  assistance  of  familv  could  do 
more,  12427. 

Reclamation  of  Bog  Land. 

Reclamation  of  bog  land  useful  if  a man  had  help 
from  family,  would  not  pay  to  hire  labour,  land 
not  good,  but  not  too  bad,  12428-31. — Turnips 
grew  best  the  first  year  of  reclamation,  12432. — If 
manured,  the  land  went  on  improving  for  ten  years, 
12433-5. — Manure  put  in  alternate  years,  12436. — 
Much  depended  on  thoroughness  of  drainage,  12437.— 
Good  to  put  in  lime,  it  was  generally  too  far  off, 
no  limestone  in  district,  12438-9.— Sea-sand  useful 
for  dry  land  land,  but  not  for  wet,  12440. 


LAFFERTY,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 


Nature  of  Holding. 

Holding  forty  acres,  but  very  poor,  12516. — Rent, 
£3  4s.  ; valuation,  £6,  12517. — Two  acres  fairly  good, 
mostly  cut  away  bog,  one  acre  yielded  tons  of  stones, 
landlord,  Lord  Shaftesbury,  had  right  to  let  part  of 
mountain  to  other  tenants  to  cut  turf,  low  land  too 
soft  for  grazing,  12518. — Grazed  as  much  as  possible, 
12519. — Eight  head  of  stock  kept,  not  all  supported 
on  farm,  12520. 

Drainage. 

Congested  Districts  Board  might  help  by  draining 
and  ditching  land  and  starting  industries  for  girls, 
12621. — Witness  had  drained  his  own  land  and  spent 
£40  on  banking  river,  12522. — If  river  were  deepened 
by  Board,  good  drains  could  be  made  on  holding, 
12524-5. — No  estimate  of  cost  of  deepening  river  had 
been  made,  landlord  one  side,  named  Nicholson,  the 
other,  Torrens,  12530. — It  wanted  deepening  for  four 
miles  taking  a straight  course,  12531. — No  fishery 
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LAFFERTY,  Me.  WILLIAM— continued. 

rights  on  river,  12532. — Drainage  Board  required  to 
carry  out  proposed  work,  12533. — No  industries  in 
district,  12526. 

Industries. 

Fishermen  between  Greencastle  and  Tremore  had 
no  way  of  landing  in  stormy  weather,  extension  of 
small  pier  at  Greencastle  would  he  useful,  12527. 

Shirtmaking  industry  had  failed,  girls  walked  long 
distances  and  often  got  no  shirts,  12521,  12528. 

QUIGLEY,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Fishing  Industry,  Provision  of  Boats. 
System  and  means  of  fishing  the  same  now  as  in 
time  of  men's  grandfathers,  except  salmon-fishing, 
boats  small,  only  four  months’  fishing  possible,  result 
was  young  people  emigrated,  12537.— Boats,  four-foot 
yawls,  12538. — 'Witness  had  lived  in  district  forty 
years,  12539. — Board  had  supplied  Zulu  boats  for  two 
seasons,  fishermen  did  not  acquire  them,  they  earned 
fair  wages  off  Malin  Head,  but  Board  insisted  on 
their  going  to  Downings  Bay  where  the  fishing  was 
bad  that  season,  men  got  into  debt  to  Board,  and  left 
their  boats  and  came  home,  12540-50,  12552. — There 
was  an  instructor  on  each  boat,  and  ten  shillings  a 
week  advanced  to  men,  12550.— This  took  place  three 
years  ago,  there  had  been  good  fishing  at  Downings 
since,  which  the  -men  would  have  shared  had  they 
stuck  to  the  boats,  12553-5. — Witness  suggested  that 
Board  should  supply  three  or  four  herring-fishing 
smacks  and  test  fishing  themselves  until  it  was  seen 
to  be  a success,  12556-7,  12562. — Same  difficulty  would 
probably  not  be  experienced,  desertion  of  boats  not 
peculiar  to  Malin  Head,  12563. — Twenty  miles  by 
saa  from  Malin  Head  to  Downings,  12558-9.— As  good 
fishing  at  home  as  forty  miles  away,  12560-1.— Men 
should  be  given  another  trial,  12606. 

Pier  Extension  required. 

Extension  of  present  pier  fifty  to  seventy  yards 
would  afford  perfect  shelter,  Mr.  Wyndham  visited 
pier  three  years  ago  and  allocated  £10,000  out  of 
Marine  Works  Act,  money  had  never  reached  Malin 
Head,  an  engineer  had  visited  pier  after  allocation  of 
money,  it  was  thought  his  report  was  unfavourable, 
^?e0iPo«141r^lstricb  ?kced  no  reliance  on  his  report, 
®°wnings  Bay  'boats  did  not  come 
Trn'Sh  n ^ grey  fish  foimd  towards 

^ 1?^6--~Wltness  g°fc  information  from 
p^le  m the  district,  the  member  of  Parliament  told 
him  of  the  £10,000,  12572-6.-Mr.  Bryce  had  also 
visited  place  recently,  12564. 

Markets  for  Fish. 

mI'l2h577,ai  to  coming 

m,  1^577-8  —All  the  fish  sold,  fish  decreasing  of  lato 
years,  attributed  to  Scotch  trawlers  outside,  12579-80 

l£rei2581  2 <U?7  "aw  “d  ™*i 

tw’  Lobster  and  turbot  sent  bv  rail  to 

SsS, I^sTt  by  ^ “ wm,d  “o"  K 

Turbary. 

must  be  increased,  12588,  12590 powers 
mountain  six  to  eight  miles  away  l^1^011  • a 
for  landing  goods  but  y — ,(jood  pier 

era™  would  gbTd;i  °f  tarf  ,wm 

A load  of  tul?,rS5i‘hS.SU7m'5o<!“1' 

4a.,  only  two  could  be  carted  fn^^i  COSt  -3s'  6d'  to 
required  a year,  that  is  daA  ^lxty  loads 

12595-6 — Cutting  and <frri 

bog  rent  10s.,  12597  —Took  f would  cost  £2, 

day  to  cut  sixty  loads  12698  wf”  ■m  "2  a 

fcj  <«*/  load?  SWISS’ ^ do  with 

& E&ri&s* 

njfg  **”r;117  carted  thSS?  Slo? ‘V2603' 
Spar  S7  “>  MP 


QUIGLEY,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

Industries  wanted. 

Sprigging  a failure,  no  employment  for  eirk 
12606,  12612.  -Demand  for  sprigging  insufficient6  and 
wages  too  low,  12607-12.— There  should  be  more  oddot 
tunities  for  girls,  12613. 

Land  Purchase. 

Parish  improvement  schemes  successful,  should  be 
extended,  12615.— Estate  fishermen  lived  on  should  be 
bought  out,  12615.— Tenants  once  offered  to  buy  but 
landlord  did  not  wish  to  sell,  12616.— Board  never 
applied  to,  12617. 

GRANT,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Nature  of  Holding  and  District. 

Holding  ten  acres  of  bog  on  a mountain,  valuation 
£4  10s.,  12618.— Half  reclaimed,  12619.— Too  poor  to 
raise  crops,  12620. — £50  paid  for  farm,  witness  had 
thought  it  better  than  it  was,  12621-2.— There  was  no 
one  else  wanting  it  at  the  time,  it  was  not  sold  by 
auction,  12624-5.— Witness  could  not  live  on  farm 
12620.— Would  get  on  better  with  new  land,  had  to 
take  from  a farmer  lower  down  to  grow  potatoes  and 
turnips  and  pay  £3  to  £5  for  a crop  he  had  to  manure 
12626-8. — For  a fodder  or  corn  crop  he  had  to  pay  £6 
or  £7,  12629.— Hardly  any  potatoes  this  year,  they 
were  not  good,  12630.— Land  taken  from  a man  with 
sixty  or  fifty  acres  who  let  about  half  in  the  same 
way,  12631-2. — Witness’s  own  holding  little  use  ex- 
cept for  fodder,  it  could  be  improved  by  draining 
but  he  was  unable  to  do  that,  12633-5— He  could  live 
by  land  if  he  had  two  or  three  good  acres  added 
12637. — Present  land  only  good  for  rough  grazing! 
not  for  cattle,  12638-9. — Land  was  worse  than  other 
farms  round,  12640— Was  beside  turf,  12641— Land 
round  town  not  beside  turf,  12642— Other  farms  were 
mountain  land  with  clay  soil,  this  was  bo»  126434  — 
No  good  land  near  to  add,  12645— Witness  would  have 
to  migrate  to  get  good  land,  12646— He  would  not 
mind.  that,.  12647— He  had  had  a farm  before  and 
sold  it  to  his  brother,  12648— The  man  he  bought  this 
farm  from  went  into  the  workhouse  at  Waterside 
shortly  after,  12650-2. 

Turf  Selling. 

d?”?6  St  formerly  by  selling  turf,  that  ™ 
stopped,  12652-5. — Living  now  only  mads  by  shirt- 
sewmg  and  other  trades,  12652.^Hent  had  been  fixed 
out  of  Court  nine  years  ago,  turbary  was  free,  12654. 

DOHERTY,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

See  pp.  232-3. 

Drainage  required. 

flJST  had  VPd  adi°ining  river,  which  got 
EdV  lley  usu1ally  cut  before  it  was  mature,  aLd 
b0  „saf®  Place> , floods  destroyed  crops  left  in 
meadow,  flooding  could  be  stopped  by  draining  river 
Sd%rS'  ““d-Wlordsf  Captain  Cochrane  and 
Si,,12657—: Bwito  the  public  road 
12659. — 'Contractor  had  to  put  a fresh 
f^^heaobtnne,  12659— Great  floods  two 
SJ?  12661  fared  badly,  escaped  this 

2WL— Sufficient  fall  below  to  carry  awav  water, 
triSr  nSttV11  theold  days>  Congested  Dis- 
tet  had  had  representations  made  to  them 

5JJST®,  n°  S&rtaetum,  12663-4— More  crops  de- 
stroyed along  this  nver  than  anywhere  else,  12664. 


DOHERTY,  Mb.  DENIS. 

Holding  of  Witness. 

acres,  valuation  £7,  rent  was  £6, 
Sfaetfof  1’’°  J’®*1'8  ago,  annuity  £4  2s.  6d., 

induction  6s.  M.  in  the  poundf  12666. 

Drainage  required. 

nofZ^wfw  deePening  to  drain  land  better,  land 
to  drv  Ut  JS£?2  fal1  drain-  and  ifc  would  help 

quarto  couId  two  «r  thra 

quarried1  S ’ d26,6,5— ! Some  places  would  need  to  be 
quarried,  principally  mud,  12666. 
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DOHERTY,  Mb.  DENIS— continued. 

Hakbour  Accommodation. 

No  accommodation  for  boats  between  Tremore  Bay 
and  Greencastle,  ports  were  too  narrow,  particularly 
if  in  a drug  that  rose  along  shore,  12670. — More 
harbour  accommodation  wanted,  12671. — There  were 
little  places  to  land,  but  no  safe  one,  12672. 

Fishing. 

Small  boats  used,  four  or  five  men  in  a yawl,  would 
be  satisfied  if  they  had  place  to  get  out  at,  and  would 
pull  up  boats,  pier  wanted  like  the  Greencastle  one, 
12674.—' Could  not  pull  up  big  boats,  12675. 

Land  Purchase. 

Districts  had  been  purchased  under  Land  Act  of 
1003,  and  got  no  benefit  from  Congested  Districts 
Board,  on  the  quarter  land  referred  to  if  river  were 
not  sunk  land  would  become  useless,  12676.— People 
on  brow  of  river  had  bought  land,  100  or  150  acres 
of  that  part  flooded,  more  valuable  if  it  were  drained, 
12677.— People  would  rather  have  bought  through 
Board  and  had  holdings  improved  during  transfer, 
12678. 


McCALLION,  Mb.  PATRICK — continued. 

Industries — Weaving,  etc. 

Many  people  in  district  emigrated,  12716. — Shirt- 
making industry  had  failed,  sprigging  getting  worse, 
some  weaving  with  old  machines,  12270.— Men  worked 
at  home,  loom  took  up  six  feet  square  space,  more 
would  follow  trade  if  there  were  better  looms, 

— Best  plan  to  put  looms  together  in  one  building, 
little  light  in  cottages  and  time  lost  putting  loom* 
up,  12723-4.— Four  weavers  in  Cartagh  district,  Lit  a. 


Witness  against  sub-division,  12728. — Had  not  seen 
much,  12729.— No  temptation  to  sub-divide  by  letting 
houses  vacated  by  migrants,  sub-division  impossible 
on  land  purchased  by  Government,  12730.— Tenants 
could  be  trusted  not  to  sub-divide  if  they  had  decent 
holdings,  no  difficulty  in  preventing  it,  12731-2.— 
Farms  that  were  run  down  were  sub-divided,  when 
tenants  had  to  go  away  in  summer,  12733.— Not  ready 
to  sub-divide  good  holdings,  family  could  have  a 
trade,  12734.— With  .a  small  holding  people  did  not 
look  to  land  for  livelihood,  12735-6. 


DOHERTY,  Mb.  CON. 


Large  Boats  and  Piers  wanted. 

Witness  had  a yawl  and  kept  it  in  Lenane  Bay, 
12679. — Larger  boats  and  a pier  wanted,  12680. — 
With  boats  the  same  size  as  the  Scotch  boats  people 
would  fish  in  the  Swilly  and  go  out  twenty  or  thirty 
miles,  12680-2. — Boats  expensive,  but  fair  amount  of 
herrings  in  Lough  Swilly,  people  could  go  to  Scotland 
in  summer,  12683-6. — At  present  no  place  to  keep 
large  boats,  12681,  12686. — Hard  to  get  below  Bun- 
crana  on  calm  day,  12687. — -Lenane  near  entrance  of 
Lough,  good  place  for  a pier,  in  bad  weather  no  place 
to  land  for  miles  until  Lenane,  12688. — Military  had 
made  small  slip  near  fort,  useful  to  nobody  but  them- 
selves, 12689. — 'Bay  itself  well  sheltered,  12690. — 
Herrings  landed  for  Lenane  and  Uriss,  sent  to  the 
country  and  sold,  salmon  sent  to  Derry,  lobsters  to 
England,  12601. — Witness  had  one  and  a half  acres 
of  land,  12692. — Fish  taken  five  or  six  miles  to  rail- 
way, at  Clonmany,  12693. — 'Easier  than  going  to 
Buncrana,  witness  sometimes  went  with  boat  if  wind 
were  favourable,  12694. — Prevailing  wind  was  favour- 
able, 12696. — Bay  sheltered  with  north-west  winds, 
12695. — 'Witness  never  had  a “ Zulu,”  12697. — 
Lenane  men  good  enough  fishermen  for  big  boats,  they 
had  one  of  forty  or  fifty  feet  at  present,  12699. — 
Witness  had  been  in  Scotch  and  English  boats,  12700. 
— At  sea  most  of  the  time,  12701. — Large  boats  gene- 
rally kept  in  big  harbours,  sometimes  some  distance 
from  men’s  homes,  12706. — Could  do  the  same  in 
Ireland,  12707. 

Drainage. 

Main  drain  between  two  townlands  often  flooded 
and  destroyed  crops,  it  needed  deepening  and  widen- 
ing, was  an  old  drain,  and  had  never  been  deep 
enough,  landlord  used  to  give  a little,  but  not  enough 
to  keep  it  in  repair,  12708-13. 


Steam;  Trawlers. 

Steam  trawlers  took  all  the  fish  and  fishermen  got 
a bad  living,  big  boats  required,  and  harbours, 
12736-7. 

Sheep  Disease. 

Sheep  only  lived  two  years  on  mountain,  they  got 
“poke”  or  “fluke”  from  the  damp,  draining  land 
would  be  useful ; give  employment,  12737. — “ Poke’’ 
gave  the  sheep  a ball  of  water  under  the  head,  12738. 

Land  common  grazing,  cattle  and  sheep,  12739. — 

Sheep  pasture  should  be  separated  from  low  lands  and 
surface  drained  for  sheep,  12740. 


McDAID,  Mr.  HUGH. 

Holding  of  Witness. 

Farm  152  acres,  valuation  £9,  witness  had  pur- 
chased in  1889,  annuity  £7  2s.,  former  rent 
£13  19s.  6 d.,  twenty  years  purchase,  12741. — Witness 
had  never  been  in  Court  but  had  had  two  reductions, 
12742-3. 

Drainage  wanted. 

Eighty-two  acres  of  mountain  land  was  wit- 
ness’s portion  of  common  grazing,  he  had  cattle  and 
sheep,  on  the  same  ground,  12743-4. — It  worked  badly, 
portion  dry,  but  required  draining  where  there  was 
bog,  12745. — Not  too  wot  for  grazing,  but  for  turf, 
12746. 

Roads  needed. 

'Congested  Districts  Board  might  open  up  roads  to 
bog,  it  was  useless  as  it  was,  12747-8. — Witness  would 
not  be  willing  to  pay  towards  road,  12764. — He  and 
others  would  pay  their  part,  12765-6. — Had  tried  to 
get  road  at  Presentment  Sessions,  but  failed,  12766. 


Fencing. 

McCALLION,  Mu.  PATRICK.  Fencing  would  be  useful,  12748. — Witness  had  put 

some  up,  sod  fences,  whins  and  quicks,  they  grew 
well,  12740.— Some  were  thirty  years  old,  newest  over 
Migration.  a year  .and  showed  signs  of  growing,  12750-2. — Only 

Migration  the  best  remedy  for  congestion,  people  one  side  drained  of  some  fences,  12753. — Board  was 
willing  to  go  if  taken  in  families,  several  taken  to  wanted  to  help  pay  for  them,  12754. — Loan  wanted, 
same  neighbourhood,  12715-6. — Holdings  would  be  not  free  grant,  a long  loan  and  light  interest,  cheaper 
given  to  people  who  remained,  12717. — 'More  land  all  than  Board  of  Works  loans,  for  which  witness  paid 
they  wanted,  12718. — The  worse  the  land  the  more  7 per  cent,  in  1883,  and  repaid  in  twenty-two  years, 
they  wanted,  land  in  this  place  very  good,  12719. — 12758-63. 

Easy  to  re-arrange  holdings,  12720. — Would  not  Witness  had  twenty-five  acres  of  arable  land,  twenty 
matter  what  happened  to  houses,  largest  only  worth  of  which  were  tilled,  12755. — He  had  two  sons  to  help 
£10,  12726-7.  him,  12756. — And  kept  some  horses,  12757. 
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M'CLINTOCK,  Mr.  A. 


Office  of  Public  Trustee. 

Cases  for  Public  Trustee  came  from  Land  Court - 
and  Master  of  the  Rolls,  12768. — Public  Trustee  ap- 
pointed in  every  case,  12769. — Landlords  could  con- 
sult Public  Trustee  in  his  advisory  capacity,  12770-1. 
— No  fees  charged  for  services,  12772. — Estimate 
of  probable  financial  result  of  sales  under  Land 
Purchase  Act  given  by  Trustee  in  advisory  capacity, 
12773-4. — In  twenty-nine  cases  estimate  had  been  given 
as  to  investment  of  purchase  money,  12775-6. 

Powers  of  Vendors  as  to  Investments. 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  settled  estates  could  only  be 
invested  in  securities  answering  to  certain  statutory 
defi  nit  ions,  absolute1  owners  were  unfettered,  12777-8. 
— Witness  had  not  come  across  anything  in  the  nature 
of  a constructive  trust,  12779. — There  were  only  the 
two  cases,  landlord  a life  tenant  and  landlord  an 
absolute  owner,  12782-4.— If  there  was  a settlement 
the  money  was  then  in  trust  12923-6. 

Average  Rate  of  Interest  on  Trustee  Investments 
held  by  Public  Trustee. 

Average  percentage  on  trust  investments  held  by 
witness  was  £3  6s.  7 cl.,  12785,  12787-8,  12927.  12952, 
13028-31. — Some  estates  handed  to  witness  in  land 
stock,  some  vendors  preferred  to  retain  that  stock, 
12786,  12818-9. — Average  percentage  ori  trusts  pur- 
chased by  witness  was  £3  10s.  6 d.,  12786,  12788-9, 
12928,  13036.— Percentage  for  all  trusts  other  than 
securities  authorised  by  1903  Act  was  £3  6s.  6 d., 
12789,  12813-7,  12929,  13030. — Amount  invested  in 
Consols,  £1,589,  amount  of  same  stock  handed  over 
by  Land  Commission  to  witness,  £23,374,  12790. 

Comparative  Merits  of  Different  Securities. 

Consols  considered  highest  class  investment,  but 
during  last  eight  years  Consols  had  fallen  from  113 
or  114  to  86,  12791. — French  rentes  were  not  trustee 
securities,  12792-3. — Railway  shares  and  Colonial 
stock  differentiated,  difficult  to  give  opinion  as  to 
relative  security,  it  depended  on  state  of  the  market, 

"c-— r~°fOIUal  stocks  were  very  good,  12794-6. 

Possibility  of  easy  realisation  should  have  great  effect 
in  disposing  of  trust  money,  12797.— Owner  consulted, 
but  not  permitted  to  invest  where  realisation  at  a 
particular  moment  would  be  difficult,  12798  —Nature 
of  previous  security  not  taken  into  account  in  giving 
twr  S?  ,t0  'nvestment,  12799-800. — Canadian 

12ra?X29M”itO  tie  wori”, 

12985-6.  * Colonials  paid  about  3^  per  cent., 


Trend  of  Rate  of  Interest. 

definitely  that  a certain  ^ * U,ld  not  sa-v 

to  continue,  nil  investments  were 

*"""  °F 


M'CLINTOCK,  Mr.  A. — continued. 

Possible  extension  of  Trustee  Securities. 

General  rate  of  interest  might  be  raised  by  invest 
ment  in  debenture  stocks  of  industrials,  12810,  12947 
—Guinness’s  debentures  probably  preferable  to  Irish 
land,  12811.— Legislation  required  to  enable  trustees 
to  invest  in  industrials,  12812,  12946. 

Advice  given  by  Public  Trustee— Procedure. 

Witness  had  himself  made  some  of  the  investment!; 
12816-7,  12820-1. — Others  were  transferred  to  him  as 
stock  in  connection  with  particular  estates  dealt  with 
12818-9.— Broker’s  information  invariably  acted  on’ 
12822-4. — Broker  not  paid  for  information,  12825’ 
12910.— Vendor  got  broker’s  advice  gratis  through  wit- 
ness, 12826-30,  12832-6. — Vendor  would  have  paid 
brokerage  fees  had  he  acted  by  himself,  he  now 
employed  Chancery  brokers,  12831.— Same  broker  who 
gave  information  not  necessarily  employed  to  invest 
money,  12837-8.— Witness’s  rules  did  not  allow  him 
to  apply  to  broker  from  whom  information  was  ob- 
tained, 12842 

Court  Brokers. 

Court  brokers  pooled  their  fees,  12839,  12921.— 
Witness  always  got  information  from  court  brokers 
never  from  outsiders,  12843,  12845-8,  12918,  12921-2 
13021. — To  invest  an  estate  witness  must  go  to  the 
broker  on  duty,  and  the  whole  of  the  brokers  got  their 
fees  through  investment,  12844,  12920.— Number  of 
court  brokers  ten  or  twelve.— They  monopolised  work 
of  office,  12850-1. — Broker’s  fees  were  laid  down, 
Wiey  could  not  charge  what  they  liked,  12852.— 
Restriction  of  inquiries  to  circumscribed  number  of 
brokers  not  desirable,  12855-6,  12916.— Fairer  for 
who  gaye  information  to  carry  work  through, 
14857. — Better  to  be  able  to  employ  any  broker  al- 
i onVc  r, lfc  invoived  a certain  amount  of  responsibility, 
14916-7  —No  security  afforded  by  dealing  with  brokers 
aS§—nted  by  Gourt  of  Chancery,  12858,  12861.— No 
additional  security  in  dealing  with  one  broker  or 
another  whether  inside  ring  or  not,  12859.— Witness 
never  parted  with  money  until  he  got  the  scrip,  and 

12868  12917d  ^ SC1’i£>  Until  lle  got  the  money' 

Advice  given  as  to  probable  Financial  Effect  of 
sales  Advice  confined  to  Investment.. 

Intending  vendors  consulted  witness  as  to  desir- 
ability of  selling,  price  to  be  obtained,  and  investment 
of  proceeds,  12864. — Landlord’s  real  object  in  con- 
What  income  he  would  get  if  he 
sold,  12865-6,  12868.— Advice  as  to  number  of  years’ 
purchase  to  be  asked,  not  given,  12867,  12869,  12877.— 
Advice  given  as  to  result  of  investment,  12870  — 
o=wianioo^i1Cotl0?.0,f,number  of  7ears’  purchase  to  be 
K«y*d+  12.871’2-— : Public  Trustee  required  by  Act  of 
«ff^  %glV6,0n  3,esfi  03timate  of  probable  financial 

. , °f  sa!e>  12873-5. — Landlord  in  asking  advice 
3?,  mention  Ins  income  and  price  of  land  in  his 
neighbourhood,  12876. -Within  witness’s  province  to 
?OR7fl  oiooeo,Urn  ,ln(lulrel‘  could  get  under  1903  Act, 
12878-9,  12881  — And  to  say  that  security  was  satis- 
factory if  he  thought  so,  12880. 

Average  Rate  of  Interest  a Landlord  might 
expect  to  obtain. 

rate,°f  interest  recommended,  witness 
bv  t5.ineet1  landl°rd’s  views,  12882.— Witness 

matter^ 3““ondmg  better  investment  could  facilitate 
t”a“ete  landlord  and  tenant  had  a quarrel  as 
of  years’  purchase,  12883-4.— Numbers 
wifLc=  C?UjUlt  witness  in  unofficial  way,  12885-7.— 
immhmc  haf,  liters  of  letters,  12886.— So  that 
numbers  could  be  ascertained,  12887. 

Investments  most  sought  after. 

?'a^'Tay  investments  most  sought  after,  many  had 
Sn  nard-  °f  Golonial  inscribed  stocks,  12888. 
«ppiirit;Q?n%ooonStnlei1^  OD,y  in  Government  of  Tndia 
s>  12889,  12961. — Indian  investments  had 
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been  recommended,  12890,  12962. — Orders  for  invest- 
ments went  to  Dublin  Stock  Exchange,  12891.— 
Witness  had  no  dealing  with  London  in  official 
capacity,  12892. 

Amount  of  Stock  held  by  Public  Trustee. 

Stock  held  by  witness  yielding  £3  6s.  6cJ.  about 
£104,000,  12894. — Aggregate  stock  held,  £108,000, 
12895. — Aggregate  stock  yielding  £3  10s.  bd.  £61,000, 
12896. — Aggregate  stock  from  investments  prior  to 
Act  of  1903,  £104,000,  12897.— Aggregate  from  in- 
vestments under  Act  of  1903,  £3,600,  12898. — W ork 
done  in  Public  Trustee’s  office  very  small,  12899. — 
Out  of  total  sum  of  £15,000,000  from  estates  sold 
£80,000  to  £100,000  stock  held  by  Public  Trustee, 
12900,  13044-5. — Stock  held  by  witness  represented 
proportion  of  property  of  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed Trustee,  he  was  appointed  only  where  re- 
quired, 12911.— £80,000  to  £100,000  held  by  witness 
was  amount  belonging  to  people  applying  to  Public 
Trustee  to  act  for  them  under  the  Act,  12914. — 
£3  6s.  7(1.  percentage  related  to  transactions  previous 
to  the  Act  of  1903,  witness  did  not  know  when  they 
were  purchased,  12930. — Stock  had  been  handed  over 
to  witness,  12931-2. — Act  of  1903  enlarged  power  of 
investment,  12933. — Average  return  from  investments 
.under  the  Act  £3  11s.  lid.,  12934-6,  12957.— £70,000 
or  £80,000  was  amount  passed  through  witness’s 
hands  since  passage  of  Act  of  1903,  13044-5. — It  all 
consisted  of  settled  estates,  and  included  only  that  of 
which  witness  held  scrip  in  his  own  name,  13047. 

Office  of  Public  Trustee. 

Work  had  almost  all  come  in  within  the  last  year, 
very  little  before,  12901. — Salary  of  Public  Trustee, 
£1,200,  12902. — Clerks  got  £200  per  annum,  12903. — 
Witness  held  stock  as  trustee,  and  paid  out  interest  to 
•beneficiary,  12904-7. — Witness  could  be  sole  trustee, 
12908. — He  was  appointed  either  solely  or  jointly  by 
the  court,  12908-9. — No  sole  trustee  except  Public 
Trustee  appointed' by  court  as  far  as  witness  knew, 
12910. 


Question  of  what  Colonial  and  Foreign  Stocks 
were  Trustee  Investments. 

Colonial  stocks  not  all  trustee  investments,  only 
-certain  Colonial  inscribed  stocks,  12937-9,  12974-7.— 
San  Paula  and  Buenos  Ayres  Great  Southern  Rail- 
ways within  the  Act,  12941. — But  Court  of  Appeal 
judgment  debarred  witness  from  using  them,  12942-5. 


Average  Rate  of  Interest  a Landlord  might  hope 
to  obtain. 

..  Average  rate  of  interest  on  ten  estates  taken  at 
.haphazard  out  of  those  held  by  witness  was 
.£6  10s.  9J>d. , 12948-52,  13037-43. — Difference  from 
rate  on  all  investments  -taken  together  accounted 
for  by  difference  in  percentage  return  of  stocks  bought 
and  stocks  handed  over  by  Land  Commission,  and 
by  use  made  of  investments  sanctioned  by  Act  of 
1903  from  which  £3  11s.  lid.  could  be  got,  12953-4, 
13032. — £3  11s.  lid.  could  not  always  be  obtained 
wisely,  average  of  £3  10s.  9gd.  obtained  by  investing 
partly  under  new  Act  and  partly  under  old  Act, 
12955-6. — Some  Colonials  gave  as  good  return  as 
investments  _ authorised  under  1903  Act,  12958. — 
People  afraid  of  securities  with  better  returns  except 
debentures  of  London  and  North  Western,  Great 
Western,  and  other  railways,  12959. — Improved  rate 
of  interest  obtained  since  passage  of  1903  Act,  12966. 

Question  of  Extending  Area  of  Investment  for 
Mortgagees  of  Irish  Land. 

Field  of  investment  for  trustees  enlarged  by  Act 
of  1903,  12967. — No  corresponding  enlargement  of 
field  for  investment  for  trustees  who  were 
mortgagees  of  Irish  land,  12968-70. — No  reason  point- 
ing to  public  inconvenience  for  restricting  trustees 
who  were  mortgagees,  th'at  would  not  apply  to  trustees 
who  were  vendors,  12972-3.— 1903  Act  did  not  inter- 
fere with  other  Acts,  only  extended  them,  12977.— 
■Difference  between  £3  6s.  bd.  (the  percentage  from 
all  trusts  invested  in  securities  other  than  those 
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authorised  by  Act  of  1903),  and  £3  11s.  lid.  (the 
interest  on  stocks  included  in  the  1903  Act)  repre- 
sented the  extension  of  interest  brought  about  by 
enlargement  of  trustee  facilities,  13030-5. 

Investment  in  Railways — Comparative  Merits  of 
Different  Securities. 

Debentures  or  fully-paid  shares  of  railways  having 
paid  dividend  on  ordinary  shares  for  ten  years,  pre- 
ceding date  of  investment  were  available  under  the 
1903  Act,  12987. — Interest  to  be  obtained  up  to  date 
from  English  railways  under  that  rule,  £3  13s.  bd. , 

£3  10s.  8d.,  £3  10s.  3d.  ; stocks  quoted  were  the  Great 
Central  31,  per  cent.  Second  Debenture  1899,  and 
Midland  Railway  of  England  2J,  per  cent.  Preferred 
Ordinary,  12988-12990. — Return  from  English  rail- 
ways slightly  going  up,  12991. — Stock  of  Dublin, 
Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  available  under  the 
Act  if  railway  had  paid  dividend  on  ordinary  shares 
for  last  ten  years,  12992. — Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  of  Ireland  available,  12993. — Its  Debenture 
Stock  would  not  return  much  over  £3  13s.,  12994. 

Office  of  Public  Trustee. 

Usefulness  of  Public  Trustee’s  office  as  a protection 
against  improvident  sales  had  not  been  considered 
by  witness,  12998. — Idea  of  office  was  to  provide 
trustee  for  people  having  difficulty  in  finding  one, 
12999. — Questions  put  to  witness  mostly  referred  to 
return  obtainable  on  money,  question  as  to  number 
of  years’  purchase  had  never  been  put,  though  it 
must  have  been  in  applicant’s  mind,  13000,  13013. — 
Advantages  accruing  to  investors  under  Act  of  1903 
not  generally,  known,  13001. 

Effect  of  Large  Increase  in  Demand  for  Trust 
Securities. 

If  £20,000,000  were  thrown  on  market  at  once  it 
would  affect  die  rate  of  interest,  but  if  it  came  in 
•at  the  rate  of  £5,000,000  a year,  witness  did  not 
think  there  would  be  much  difference,  13008. — No 
reason  why  larger  sums  should  not  give  as  good  a 
return,  13009. 

Blacker-Douglas  Case — Decision  of  the  Court  in 

CASE  OF  CERTAIN  SECURITIES  AUTHORISED  BY 

Section  51. 

Blacker-Douglas  case,  Canadian  Pacific  held  by 
Court  of  Appeal  not  to  be  under  Act,  Kingstown 
Urban  Stock  held  to  be  under  Act  by  Court  of  Appeal, 
but  not  by  Master  of  Rolls ; Buenos  Ayres  Railway 
stocks  held  to  be  under  Act,  but  impossible  for 
Public  Trustee  to  approve,  13010. — In  witness’s 
opinion  they  were  first-rate  securities,  13011. — En- 
largement of  area  of  investment  by  legislation  would 
be  beneficial,  13012,  13018. — Reason  for  Court’s  dis- 
approval of  Buenos  Ayres  Railways  had  reference  to 
the  question  whether  laws  of  country  would  allow  of 
realisation,  13015. — Counsel  advised  that  he  did  not 
know  Buenos  Ayres  laws,  but  in  face  of  Court  of 
Appeal’s  decision  could  not  permit  investment, 
13016-9. — Court’s  judgment  given  on  information 
brought  by  Mr.  Blacker-Douglas’s  counsel,  13020. 

Satisfaction  of  Public  Trustee  required  as  to 
Realisation  of  Securities. 

Under  Act  of  1903  Public  Trustee’s  permission  had 
to  be  obtained  to  certain  investments,  13047.— Master 
of  Rolls  and  Court  of  Appeal  considered  this  a wise 
provision,  13048. — It  prevented  a man  investing  where 
the  sum  invested  could  not  be  realised  in  case  of  sale, 
13049. — Private  trustees  need  not  care  so  long  as 
they  were  within  the  investments  authorised  by  the 
Act,  13050-1. — Some  of  the  investments  contemplated 
by  the  Act  of  1903  might  possibly  be  worthless  or 
very  bad,  Public -Trustee  brought  in  to  eliminate  those 
not  likely  to  realise  sum  invested,  13052-4. — Certain  in- 
vestments contemplated  by  the  Act  would  give  4 per 
cent.,  but  would  not  be  sound,  price  and  circumstances 
of  investment  must  be  considered,  13055-6. — No 
prudent  man  would  invest  at  very  high  premium 
if  original  sum  was  to  be  realisable,  13058. — Twelve 
applications  for  permission  to  invest  had  been  granted 
by  Public  Trustee  and  £51,800  invested,  13059-60. 
— Trustee  securities  could  b©  unsafe  as  regards  reali- 
sation if  at  a high  premium,  although  safe  as  regards 
returning  interest,  13077-8. 
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Average  Rate  of  Interest  a Landlord  might  hope 
to  obtain. 

Witness  did  not  know  any  good  4 per  cent,  securi- 
ties authorised  by  section  51  of  Act  of  1903,  London 
ground  rents  might  yield  4 per  cent.,  13061-3. — He' was 
investigating  one  for  a client  at  present,  13064. — It 
did  not  occur  often,  but  large  estates  had  sometimes 
been  invested  at  such  rates,  13065-6. — One  of  the 
first  estates  sold  yielded  something  like  4 per  cent., 
13067-9. — But  that  only  meant  it  could  be  done  occa- 
sionally, 13070-1. — Small  sums  easier  to  invest  at 
a good  rate  than  large  ones,  13072. — Therefore,  more 
difficult  for  a big  landlord  to  average  good  rate  of 
interest  on  sale  than  a small  one,  13073. — Landlords 
of  all  classes  could  expect  to  get  3£  per  cent,  in 
trustee  securities,  including  those  under  1903  Act, 
13074-6. 


WALDRON,  Mr.  L.  A. 

Rate  of  Interest  Derivable  from  Trust  Securities. 

Rate  of  interest  derived  by  landlords  re-investing 
money  in  case  of  settled  estates,  3£  up  to  £3  13s.  per 
cent,  easily  got  from  highest  securities,  money 
mostly  put  in  Irish  securities,  prior  charges 
of  the  great  Irish  railways  could  be  got  to  yield  up  to 
nearly  four  per  cent.,  witness  had  invested  lin  five 
per  cent  preference  of  Midland  Great  Western  which 
returned  fully  four  per  cent.,  and  was  full  trust 
security  even  under  English  Trustee  Acts,  13082.— 
Average  yield  since  1903,  3£  per  cent.,  witness  had 
invested  £50,000  from  Lord  De  Freyne’s  Estate  at 
£3  9s.  or  £3  9s.  6 d.  in  strictest  trust  stocks  dividing 
it  between  Dublin  Corporation  Stock  and  3£  per  cent, 
stock  of  Rosslare  and  Fishguard  Railway,  13083  — 
Enlargements  under  1903  Act  available,  but  it  was 
desired  to  keep  in  what  was  practically  a Consol 
security,  13084  —Debenture  Stock  of  Midland  Great 
Western  of  Ireland  Railway  paid  3f  per  cent.,  13085. 

Safety  of  principal  as  well  as  question  of  interest 
considered,  13086,  but  easy  realisation  of  capital  less 
13087'  ^ ^ tban  in  ordinar?  investments, 

Certificate  of  Pobhc  Trustee  as  to  Realhaiiiitt 

OF  CERTAIN  SECURITIES. 

P,ublic  Trustee’s  certificate  was 

unXifln?  rr  0f  en>rged  P™ers  of  investment 
under  1903  Act,  permission  to  invest  in  ordinary 

and  foreign  «id  Colonial  raii 
Kof  .destt“J«f  bJ  Court  of  Appeal 

IK'9};- ,°f  “Cig111  Railways  ” 9 only 
^ A"..1*®!—: Practical  effect 
19D3’  waa  extension  in  case  of  light  rail- 
ways, other  increased  powers  had  been  killed  bv  Court 
of  Appeal,  Kd092-4.  Which  forbade  PobSc  TnX 
l .'f  m foreign  railways,  and  by  implication  S 
^s!l , or  *nsh  Railway  Ordinary  Stocks  or  even 
^-Gr^tdWWnary  of  English  railways,  13095 

Great  Western  ordinary  stock  gave  nearly  41  „P,. 

4i  bothd  were  Ke^°rther'a-(-0f  Ireland  ardinlry ^stSck 

ingS,  1309^  ^ Secunties  than  uneconomic  hold- 

Trend  of  Rate  of  Interest. 

not  give  opinion  as  to  future  tended  13098  % eh?™ 
wonld  be  prepared  b? 

EriM  USEi  -» 

going,  and  rise  in  lSux^i^T,  <»■*- 
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sale  of  Irish  land  throwing  large  amount  of  money  on 
market  would  not  tend  to  appreciate  market  in  wit 
ness’s  opinion  reasoning  from  past  experience,  13129 
Tendency  of  a number  of  purchtisers  was  to  enhance 
pmce  of  article  sought,  but  it  was  not.  likely  tW 
£20,000,000  would  come  for  investment  at  once  and 
the  £15,000,000  invested  from  land  sales  had  not  pre- 
vented stocks  from  falling,  13099,  13101.— Issue  of 
Government  stock  before  money  was  realised  for  in 
vestment  might  have  decreased  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  market  when  landlord  was  investing,  therefore 
decreasing  price  and  enhancing  return,  13100-1— In- 
vestment  of  Church  Surplus  and  Maynooth  Grant  had 
not  enhanced  prices,  13101. 

Court  Brokers. 

As  to  concentrating  work  of  investment  in  the  hands 
of  a few  brokers’  question,  witness’s  view  was  coloured 
by  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  few,  no  reason  to  alter 
present  practice,  ordinary  unembarrassed  individuals 
could  employ  their  own  brokers,  the  court  practice 
universal  and  ancient,  13102-4.  * 

Utility  of  Office  of  Public  Trustee. 

No  beneficial  results  from  Office  of  Public  Trustee 
13105-6.— Court  of  Appeal  decision  practically  nullified 
advantages,  an  any  case  the  Public  Trustee’s  certifi- 
cate was  an  absurdity,  13107.— General  opinion  in 
favoulr  of  office  of  Public  Trustee  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  trust  money,  13108.— Enlargement 
of  functions  of  office  in  that  direction  would  be  ser- 
viceable, but  foreign  to  the  present  inquiry,  13109-11 
—Office  of  Public  Trustee  an.  advantage  for  people  re- 
a trustee,  but  not  for  reviewing  securities 
13121,  13127-9. — Small  Irish  landlords  not  ignorant 
of  Stock  Exchange  transactions,  13122.— Small  land- 
lords an  remote  districts  knew  their  own  railways’  de- 
bentures, 13123. — Advertisements  from  people  outside 
Stock  Exchange  misled  others  besides  small  farmers, 
1 • necessity  for  Public  Trustee,  investors 

might  be  advised  to  go  to  a bank  or  a broker,  13125. 

COMFARATIVE  MERITS  OF  DIFFERENT  SECURITIES. 

Bank  shares  the  most  popular  security  with  small 
investors,  witness  would  not  advise  securities  with 
uncalled  liabilities,  4 per  cent,  was  the  highest  wit- 
ness would  advise,  Great  Northern  Railway  of  Ire- 
land and  Great  Western  Railway  of  England  paid 
at  present  per  cent,  on  investment  of  ordinary 
stalk,  13131-2. — 4 to  4£  per  cent,  could  be  got  on  a 
safe  investment,  13133.— Nothing  was  “safe,”  Russian 
f considered  “ safe  ” had  dropped  25  per  cent., 
13134.  Using  the  word  relatively,  4J,-  per  cent,  on 
foreign  railways  might  be  said  to  be  safe,  13135-6.—  4A 
pelr  cent,  on  railway  ordinary  stock  was  preferable  to- 
investment  in  a western  estate  in  Ireland,  13137-8.— 
possibility  of  reversal  of  judgment  bearing  on  sec- 
tion  51  (/)  of  Land  Act ; as  judgment  was  not  ap- 
pealed against  it  was  probably  considered  it  would  be 
upheld,  13144.  -Witness  had  no  strong  views  as  to- 
enlarging  field  of  investment  in  Blacker-Douglas  case, 
parliament  s intention  should  not  be  frustrated  by  a 
legal  decmion,  13146.— Enlarged  field  of  investment 
would  be  advantageous  on  the  whole,  13147.— Cost  of 
investment,  roughly,  one  per  cent.,  13145. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  I.  Waldron : 

and  yield  of  certain  Trustee  Secu- 
rities, . . , .278 

B.— Letter  from  Mr.  Blacker-Douglas  to  Mr. 

Waldron,  . _ . 279' 


O’CONNOR,  Mr.  J. 

Analogy  existing  between  legal  powers  of  Land 
Commission  and  of  Board. 

Powers  of  Land  Commissioners  under  Irish  Land 
Act  of  1903  enabled  them  -to  purchase  congested, 
tenanted  or  unten-anted  land  for  improvement,  sale 
or  restoration  of  evicted  tenants ; powers  analogous 
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■to  those  of  Congested  Districts  Beard ; primary 
■duties  of  Land  Commission  were  judicial ; to  invest 
■them  with  administrative  and  mercantile  functions 
-put  them  in  false  position,  13149. — Land  Commission 
and  Estates  Commissioners  were  the  same ; Land 
Commission  was  the  -body  authorised  to  purchase 
under  sub-sections  6,  7,  end  8,  13150. — Section  23  re- 
ferred to  Estates  Commissioners,  but  was  still  in 
name  of  Land  Commission,  13151-2. — Land  Commis- 
sion included  Estates  Commissioners,  13153,  13434. — 
Who  were  agents  of  the  Commission,  13288-9. — Sec- 
tion 6 enabled  Land  Commission  to  purchase  gene- 
rally ; section  8 enabled  them  to  purchase  untenanted 
land  required  for  facilitating  re-sale  or  re-distribu- 
■tion  of  estates  purchased  or  proposed  to  be  purchased 
by  them ; Section  23  delegated  jurisdiction,  powers, 
and  duties  of  Commission  under  Act  to  three  mem- 
bers, entitled  “ Estates  Commissioners,”  13153. — 
Matter  might  'be  put  in  two  ways,  powers  of  Estates 
'Commissioners  and  Board  were  analogous  or  Board 
had  to  purchase  through  the  Land  Commission  ; 
Land  Commission  was  a judicial  body  which  trans- 
ferred land  from  landlord  to  trustees  of  Board. 
15154-6. — Witness  could  not  say  body  with  judicial 
functions  could  perform  duties  better  than  body  with- 
out, 13157. — Estates  'Commissioners’  powers  'analo- 
gous to  Board’s,  though  larger  in  area,  13158-62. — 
Estates  Commissioners  when  possessing  untenanted 
land  could  settle  claims  of  small  holders  round  about, 
as  well  as  put  “congests”  on  land,  15161.— Also 
create  new  tenancies  for  sons  of  tenants ; Board  had 
similar  powers  in  a more  limited  way,  13162-8. — 
Board  could  enlarge  neighbouring  holdings  under  £5 
valuation,  and  create  tenancies  for  tenants’  sens, 
13167-8,  13175. — Only  after  settling  claims  of  “con- 
gests," 13169-72. — Judicial  powers  of  Land  Commis- 
sion to  facilitate  transfer  were  available  for  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  Board  had  got  advantage  of 
powers  fer  past  three  years,  13173a-4. — Board  might 
sell  any  portion  of  land  purchased  outside  scheduled 
area  not  required  for  tenants  in  scheduled  area. 
13176-8,  13187. — Law  required  county  to  be  ransacked 
for  “congests”;  in  practice  once  a number  were 
settled  remnant  of  land  was  considered  available 
for  tenants  round  about,  13179. — Matter  was  within 
witnesss’  official  purview,  13180-1.-  Reason  of  prac- 
tice was  inability  to  settle  "congests”  on  land. 
13182. — Effect  of  Act  was  that  land  purchased  for  re- 
lief of  “congests”  went  to  relieve  small  holders  out 
side  scheduled  areas,  13184-5. — Persons  outside  area 
as  much  in  need  of  large  farms  as  “congests.” 
13186. — Objections  to  union  of  judicial  and  adminis- 
trative powers  in  Land  Commission  ; purchase  powers 
should  be  transferred  to  Board  ; Land  Commission’s 
purchase  powers  put  them  in  a false  position,  and 
should  be  transferred  to  another  bodv,  13188,  13232, 
13239,  13243-6A,  13248,  13353-5.  13516.— If  Land 
Commission  possessed  property  tlu-y  would  have  to 
hear  the  case,  be  defendant,  and  witness  to  value 
in  fair  rent  applications,  13204-5. — De  Freyne 
Estate  would  have  been  a case  in  point,  13192-7, 
13199,  13200-1. — Difficulty  not  likely  to  arise  out- 
side congested  areas,  majority  of  'tenants  usually 
signed  undertakings  to  purchase  at  fixed  prices  be- 
fore Commission  purchased  land  ; this  could  not  be 
done  with  congested  estates,  as  holdings  ultimately 
vested  in  tenants  might  'be  totally  different  from 
rtheir  original  holdings,  13206. 

Question  of  a Fair  Rent  being  fixed  against 
Board. 

Fair  Tent  cases  would  now  be  fixed  against  Board. 
13202.— -Cases  had  occurred  on  other  estates.  13203. — 
Buggestion  for  tenants  to  lose  rights  of  going  into 
court  in  cases  where  land  was  bought  by  some  body 
for  improvement  purposes  and  for  reselling  to 
tenants  would  be  at  variance  with  principles  of  jus- 
tice,  13207,  13209,  13214,  13216. — Tenants  lost  rights 
of  going  into  court  when  they  became  purchasers, 
13208. — Board  had  often  been  sued  by  tenant  for  fixa- 
tion of  rent,  13210-1.— Cases  had  been  given  against 
Board  by  Land  Courts,  13212,  13217.— De  Freyne 
tenants  were  an  actual  cose,  13213.— Men  knew  'in- 
stalments went  up  in  proportion  to  improvements 
made  on  holdings,  13215. — 'Case  brought  up  was  a 
pending  case,  with  which  Board  had  no  privity  at 
first,  13218-9. — Tenants  continued  proceedings  when 
Board  bought  estate  from  Lord  De  Freyne.  13220.  — 
Matter  was  all  in  witness’s  statement, ' 13221. 
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De  Freyne  Estate  bought  in  globo  without  agree- 
ment between  landlord  and  tenant ; congested  estates 
always  bought  that  way  ; rent  could  not  be  fixed  till 
amount  of  improvements  was  known,  13222-2a. — 
Estates  Commissioners  buying  estates  in  globo  stood 
in  relation  of  landlord  to  tenant,  and  tenants  had 
right  to  apply  for  fixation  of  rents,  13223-4. 

Purchase  Powers  should  be  vested  in  Board — 
Judicial  Powers  in  Land  Commission. 

Purchase,  not  judicial,  functions  of  Land  Commis- 
sion should  be  transferred  to  Board  ; separation  of 
judicial  functions  from  personal  interest  always  ob- 
served in  English  legislation  since  time  of  Conquest, 
13224. — Estates  Commissioners  dealing  officially  were 
in  same  position  in  principle  as  judge  having  inte- 
rest in  company ; Railway  Commission  Acts  pro- 
vided that  a Railway  Commissioner  must  sell  out 
all  his  railway  securities  within  three  months  of  his 
appointment ; magistrates  prohibited  frem  adjudi- 
cating in  cases  where  they  were  not  merely  directly 
interested,  but  also  where  they  were  interested  in  prin- 
ciple ; Licensing  Acts  disqualifying  brewers,  Factory 
Acts  disqualifying  manufacturers,  and  17  George 
III.  disqualifying  hat-makers  in  apprentice  cases, 
etc.,  showed  that  the  principle  was  a living  one,  and 
applied  to  Land  Commission  to-day ; case  cited  by 
witness  of  tenant  against  whom  Land  Commission 
had  issued  a Civil  Bill  re  payment  of  tithes,  and 
withdrawn  proceedings ; question  of  tithes  came  up 
again  .a  few  years  later,  and  judge  declined  to  hear 
case,  holding  that  Land  Commission  having  issued  a 
Civil  Bill  he  was  himself  through  the  Land  Commis- 
sion a party  interested,  and  therefore  disqualified 
from  adjudicating;  same  principle  applied  .to  fair 
rent  applications  and  all  sections  of  Act  making  Land 
Commission  judge  between  landlord  and  tenants ; 
Act  of  Parliament  might  be  passed  extinguishing 
tenant’s  right  to  have  fair  rent  fixed  in  cases  of  es- 
tates bought  by  Land  Commission,  or  authorising 
Commission  'by  statute  to  hear  such  cases  in  spite 
of  their  interest  in  the  matter,  or  even  allowing 
Commission  to  remain  passive  while  tenants  fixed  their 
own  rent;  in  the  latter  event  tenant  would  have  small 
inducement  to  purchase ; any  such  Act  would  be  con- 
trary to  principle  and  precedent,  and  prove  incon- 
gruity of  Land  Commission’s  position  ; if  Parliament’s 
attention  had  been  called  to  the  position  Commission 
would  never  have  been  given  purchase  powers,  13225. — 
Tenant  could  select  County  Court  Judge  as  his  'tri- 
bunal if  he  liked,  13226. — Practical  difficulty  would 
be  got  rid  of  if  case  were  transferred  to  County  Court ; 
principle  still  wrong,  13227. — Case  could  not  be  so 
transferred  without  new  Act  of  Parliament,  13228. — 
Estates  Commissioners  had  not  bought  any  congested 
estates  up  to  31st  March,  1906,  so  difficulty  had 
not  arisen,  13229-30a. — For  non-congested  estates  there 
were  the  agreements  entered  into  by  tenants  before  sale, 
by  which  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  tenants  agreed  to 
purchase  at  price  named,  so  were  precluded  from  having 
fair  rent  fixed,  13231,  13233-4a,  13515.— Difficulty  more 
likely  to  arise  on  estates  that  required  so  much  im- 
provement that  price  could  not  be  arranged  with  ten- 
ant beforehand,  13232. — Amount  of  land  purchased  by 
Commission  small  compared  with  what  was 
sold  direct  to  tenants,  13247. — Board  had  no 
desire  to  obtain  general  powers  of  purchase,  but 
for  sake  of  justice  and  equity,  all  purchase  powers 
should  be  transferred  to  them  even  outside  congested 
areas,  or  at  any  rate,  powers  should  be  given  to  some 
bo:ly  that  bad  not  judicial  functions,  13248-54, 
13517  8. —Landowning  and  judicial  functions  of  Com- 
mission clashed,  13249-50. — At  present  -there 

was  one  body  dealing  with  congestion,  and 
another  stereotyping  it  by  transfer  of  land 
from  landlord  to  tenant ; witness  would  reduce  that 
by  giving  Board  power  to  step  in  wherever  there  was 
congestion  and  improve  estates,  13495-6,  13500-1. — 
Compulsion  not  suggested,  only  power  for  Board  to 
step  in  with  agreement  of  landlord  and  -tenant,  13497. 
— Board  would  not  step  in  simultaneously  wherever 
congestion  existed  ; it  was  a question  of  time,  degree, 
and  amount,  13498,  13501. — Overlapping  of  Board 
and  Estates  Commissioners  at  present  would  be  pre- 
vented by  adoption  of  witness’s  plan,  13519. — Judi- 
cial functions  of  Commission  would  be  exercised  all 
over  Ireland,  13520,  13523-4. — Purchase  power  all 
over  Ireland  would  be  exercised  by  Board  ; that  was 
the  way  to  obviate  friction,  13521-4. 
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Procedure  for  in  globo  Sale. 

In  oa.se  of  purchase  of  estates  in  globo  Commis- 
sioners had  power  to  appoint  negotiator  cognisant  of 
estate  ; he  made  arrangements  with  tenants,  and  got 
them  to  sign,  agreements ; when  three-foui) ths  of 
tenants  had  signed  case  was  taken  to  Land  Com- 
mission, who  were  asked  to  buy,  13235. — Agreement 
was  to  effect  that  tenant  would  pay  .a  certain  price 
if  Commission  'bought  land.  13236. — Three-fourths  of 
tenants’  and  landlords’  agreement  to  proposed  price 
necessary  before  purchase  by  Commission,  13237-8. — 
Commisisoners  could  give  no  answer  to  landlord  offer- 
ing to  sell  estate  until  they  obtained  tenants’  agree- 
ment ; witness  would  have  thought  second  .applica- 
tions for  fixing  of  fair  rent  in  De  Freyne  and  other 
estates  unnecessary  ; he  could  not  induce  tenants  to 
withdraw  applications  which  were  now  pending, 
13239. — Witness’s  opinion  was  in  opposition  to  Act  of 
1903,  which  was  admirable,  but  had  its  weak  points, 
13241-4. 

Arrears  of  work  in  Land  Commission  would  be 

FURTHER  DELATED  BY  TRANSFER  OF  BOARD’S  BUSINESS 

to  Commission. 

Block  of  business  in  Land  Commission  on  18th 
August.  1906  ; applications  received  for  sal©  of  es- 
tates of  value  of  £42.332,967 ; £13,062,704  advanced 
after  three  years’  operations  at  rate  of  under 
£5,000,000  a year ; unvested  applications  pending 
worth  £29,270,263,  or  five  years’  arrears  at  present 
rate ; Commission  had  so  much  work  they  could  uot 
take  any  more  from  Board,  13254-9,  13275,  13479, 
13548. — To  transfer  Beard’s  business  to  Land  Com- 
mission, even  if  Commission’s  staff  were  doubled, 
would  be  unfair  to  landlords  of  the  £29,000,000  worth 
of  property,  whose  incomes  were  reduced  20  per  cent, 
pending  sale ; while  family  charges  and  mortgages 
carried  interest  at  5 or  6 per  cent ; one  landlord’s  in- 
come wiped  out  >by  difference  between  interest  and 
rente,  13259-60,  13454,  13456. — Board  bought  about 
£500,000  worth  of  laud  per  year  under  Act  of  1903 
with  present  staff  ; 1£  millions  in  three  years.  13260- 
1. — Transfer  of  work  to  Commission  would  greatly 
retard  rate  at  which  purchase  should  be  carried  on, 
13262-2a. — Dealing  with  congested  districts  more  diffi- 
cult than  the  mere  transfer  of  estates,  13262a. — If 
Land  Commission’s  staff  were  doubled  and  Board’s 
work  were  transferred  to  them  they  would  still  have 
nearly  three  years’  'arrears,  which  would  be  worked 
off  at  the  rate  of  £10,000,000  a yeaT;  present  rate  of 
progress  would  not  be  retarded,  13263-7. — The  first 
strengthening  of  staff  should  be  to  get  rid  of  arrears, 
13463. — Estates  Commissioners  dealt  with  £5,000,000 
worth  of  land  in  a year ; they  had  bought  themselves 
a little  over  £3,000,000  worth  in  three  years  alto- 
gether, 13268-9. — All  land  bought  by  Board  was  paid 
for  by  Commissioners  out  of  Land  Purchase  Fund, 
13270. — If  there  were  a transfer  Commissioners  would 
have  to  do  work  of  improvement,  and  re-arrangement, 
for  which,  they  had  no  staff  at  present,  13271-2.— 
Progress  with,  that  class  of  work  mnch  slower  than 
with  ordinary  purchase,  and  would  be  retarded  by 
being  given  to  Land  Commission  even  with  increased 
staff,  13274. — If  Beard’s  business  were  subordinated 
to  that  of  Land  Commission  the  most  poverty- 
stricken  districts  would  be  abandoned  to  theiT  fate 
13275-6.— Unfair  to  tenants  of  the  £29,000,000  worth 
of  property,  most  of  whom  were  paying  31,  or  4 per 
cent,  on  purchase  price  of  their  holdings,  13458-9.— 
If  transaction  were  completed  they  would  pay  3-1-  per 
cent.,  and  annuities  would  run,  13460. 


Purchase  Powers  of  Land  Commission  should  bi 
TRANSFERRED  TO  BOARD. 

Land  Commission’s  power  of  land  purchase  shou!< 
be  transferred  to  Board  or  similar  bodv,  funds  o 
Board  increased,  definition  of  congestion 'amended  o 
dropped  so  that  they  could  act  in  any  town  land  o: 
village  they  liked,  and  also  have  function  of  restoring 
evicted  tenants,  13277-84,  13356,  13442,  13492.— Boarc 
should  deal  with  congestion  as  at  present,  but  hav« 
land  purchase  powers  all  over  Ireland,  13285-7. 


Definition  of  Congestion  needed  amendment. 

Definition  of  "congestion"  at  present  merely  em- 
pirical; if  Boards’  duties  were  to  be  extended  defi- 
nition must  be  altered ; should'  be  restricted  to  un- 
economic holdings  whose  occupiers  were  not  merely 


local  labourers,  but  tenants  whose  main  income  came- 
from  land,  and  was  eked  out  by  other  employment 
13290-1.— Fisherman  making  £30  or  £40  a year 
should  not  be  classed  as  congested ; main  part  of  his. 
earnings  would  not  come  from  him,  13292-3.— Wit- 
ness only  suggested  lines  of  definition ; any  area  was 
congested  where  people  depending  on  land  could  not 
pay  rent  and  make  a livelihood  out  of  it,  13294  — 
Single  holdings  or  small  number  of  holdings  would 
not  ‘be  deemed  congested ; definition  should  include 
cities  or  towns ; for  extension  of  holdings  powers 
should  be  given  to  purchase  unten  anted  land  without 
limitation  of  area.  Scotch  definition  of  congestion 
was  any  area  in  crofting  parish  that  Commission 
might  determine,  having  regard  to  the  population  and 
valuation,  that  seemed  to  exclude  untenanted  lands 
for  extension  of  holdings  which  Commissioners  had 
express  powers  to  purchase ; crofter  a tenant  of  a 
holding  up  to  £30  valuation,  13295,  13585.— For  unit 
of  congestion  witness  would  adopt  neither  electoral 
division  nor  townland,  but  have  Scotch  system  en- 
abling Board  to  define  unit  themselves,  13583,  13585 
— £5  the  unit  in  Ireland,  13584. 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

Witness’s  experience  of  land  purchase  for  railways 
showed  landlords  got  generally  twice  the  value  of 
property  sold,  and  were  amply  compensated,  13266- 

Board  SHOULD  HAVE  RIGHT  OF  PRE-EMPTING  ALL 
GRASS  LANDS,  AND  HAVE  SAME  POWERS  AS  Land 

Commission  under  Clauses  6,  43  & 44. 

If  Board  had  similar  powers  to  Land  Commission 
compulsion  would  be  unnecessary ; they  should  be  en- 
titled to  pre-empt  any  grass  lands  going  for  sale, 
13300.— Land  Commission  had  power  to  re-sell  to  ten- 
ants in  certain  cases  at  loss  not  exceeding  10  per 
cent.,  enabling  them  in  effect  to  give  landlord  a bonus 
of  22  per  cent.,  13301-2,  13343-7. — Lord  Lieutenant’s 
and  landlord’s  sanction  to  treating  estate  as  con- 
gested necessary,  13303-4,  13347. 

If  compulsion  was  necessary  Land  Commission 

SHOULD  BE  ARBITRATORS. 

If  compulsion  were  necessary  Lund  Commission 
should  be  arbitrators ; additional  reason  for  not  giv- 
ing them  purchase  powers,  13305. — Amount  awarded 
by  arbitrator  under  Clauses  Act  never  shown  in  detail, 
13305. 

Acceleration  of  legal  procedure  of  purchase  by 
Board. 

Witness  had  made  suggestions  in  memorandum 
which  would  enable  estates  to  be  vested  in  Board 
within  six  months  of  acceptance  of  offer;  this  in- 
volved slight  alteration  in  procedure  of  Land  Com- 
mission and  radical  alteration  in  legal  status  of 
Board,  which  should  be  made  a corporation,  13305. 

Local  Representation  on  Board. 

Board  would  be  stronger  if  local  representatives 
were  added ; local  representation  would  facilitate 
communication  with  portions  of  country  represented, 
13305. — Limited  number  of  local  representatives  sug- 
gested, who  would  go  out  of  office  and  be  replaced  by 
others  from  a different  locality,  13377. — They  could 
be  appointed  by  County  Councils  or  Grand  Jury 
alternatively,  13378. — Chairmen  of  County  Council 
in  each  county  with  congested  districts  could  be  ea:- 
officio  member  of  Board,  13379-82. — All  counties  had 
congested  districts;  rota  of  all  Ireland  should  be 
taken;  four  members  appointed  each  year  going  out 
to  make  room  for  others,  13383. — West,  South-West, 
and  North-West  ' most  congested,  13384. — Districts 
should  be  scheduled  where  there  was  great  congestion; 
all  Ireland  would  be  brought  under  action  of  Board, 
13385-6. — No  precedent  for  partly-elected  Govern- 
ment Department ; not  an  objection  to  scheme, 
13387. — Local  representation  could  be  had  without 
local  taxation;  possible  future  taxation  on  foot  of 
the  guarantee  would  be  justification  for  witness  s 
scheme.  13388-91. — Did  not  occur  to  witness  that 
Board  derived  power  from  not  being  representative, 
13392.— Local  representatives  might  be  parochial,  at 
first,  but  improved  when  they  had  been  a little  time 
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at  the  work,  13393.— Three  years  might  be  the  right 
limit  of  service,  13395. — A man  of  large  mind  or 
large  wealth  would  not  be  influenced  by  fact  that  he 
was  liable  to  his  constituency,  13394. 

Mode  of  Obviating  inconvenience  arising  from 
PERIODIC  MEETING  OF  BOARD. 

Difficulty  of  management  by  meetings  at  long  in- 
tervals might  be  overcome  by  appointing  committees 
to  meet  frequently  or  by  delegating  powers  to  deal 
with  pressing  matters  to  a chairman  or  a committee 
of  superior  officers  of  the  Board,  13305. 

Board  not  independent  of  Government  control 
AS  TO  APPLICATION  OF  REVENUE. 

Board  not  independent  of  Parliament  in  matters 
•of  finance ; accounts  audited  by  Government  audi- 
tors ; this  should  be  continued,  13305. 

Administrative  Exp'ensf.s. 
Administration  expenses  taken  at  sum  of  £31,000 
were  applicable  to  capital  as  well  as  revenue ; nine- 
tenths  salaries  paid  applied  to  capital,  one-tenth  to 
revenue,  13305. 

Transfer  of  Land  Commission’s  powers  to  Board 

FOR  PURCHASE  AND  SALE  OF  ESTATES  WOULD  NOT 

ADD  TO  LIABILITIES  AUTHORISED  BY  PARLIAMENT 

EXCEPT  FOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Transfer  of  Land  Commission’s  powers  to  Board 
for  purchase  and  sale  of  estates  would  add  little  to 
votes  or  liabilities  already  sanctioned  by  Parlia- 
ment ; purchase  of  tenants’  interests  in  holdings  and 
additional  subsidies  for  improvements  the  only  things 
to  be  provided  for ; money  for  tenants’  interests  could 
be  got  by  advances  on  Church  Surplus,  13305  6, 
13309. 

Church  Surplus  Fund. 

Church  Surplus  had  charges  on  it;  they  were  float- 
ing and  fluctuating,  and  affected  other  securities  as 
well;  Board  had  statutory  first  charge  of  £1,500,000 
on  it,  13307-8,  13311. — Liability  of  Government  in  re- 
spect of  advances  on  purchase  and  re-sale  of  holdings 
covered  by  rates  and  land  itself.  13310. — Act  of  1891 
gave  Board  power  to  use  interest  at  23  per  cent,  on 
£1,500,000  of  Church  surplus,  and  Land  Commission 
the  power  to  use  the  principal  at  direction  of  Board, 
13312. — Income  of  Board  diminished  by  paying  out 
capital ; benefit  got  on  re-sale  to  tenants,  who  would 
be  charged  interest  on  money  expended,  13313.— Por-' 
tion  of  £1,500,000  would  be  used  as  floating  capital, 
13314. — Board’s  staff  would  have  to  be  increased;  in- 
crease necessary  whether  Board  or  Land  Commission 
did  work,  13314. 

Congested  Estates  and  Reserve  Fund  of  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Estates  Commissioners  stated  in  their  report  they 
had  not  treated  as  congested  any  estate  in  Ireland, 
13314,  13341-2,  13347. — Treasury  rules  enabled  them 
to  use  a reserve  of  £250,000;  £25,000  or  £30,000  ad- 
vanced to  evicted  tenants,  etc. ; £220,000  or  £230,000 
remained,  which,  if  spent  on  improvements  at  rate 
of  5 per. pent.,  would  have  improved  £5,000,000  worth 
of  property.— Under  section  5 of  Act  of  1891  £40,000 
paid  by  Exchequer  to  Treasury  every  year  till  a sum 
of  £200,000  was  reached : this  was  origin  of  reserve 
fund;  under  Act  of  1903  Treasury  might  advance 
sums  out  of  reserve  for  improvement  of  estates  and 
untenanted  land  'as  required  by  Land  Commission  ; 
reserve  had  amounted  to  £250,000  in  Treasury's 
hands,  13314-7.— This  fund  was  to  enable  Land  Com- 
mission to  improve  estates  in  same  way  as  Board ; 
they  had  also  further  powers  to  advance  money  to 
restore  evicted  tenants,  etc..  13318. — They  could  use 
the  capital  of  the  fund,  13320. — It  might  be  repaid 
from  profit  on  re-sales,  13321-2. — Treasury  maintained 
land  purchase  fund  must  lie  paid  out  of  enhanced 
price  before  reserve  fund  was  recouped  ; their  con- 
tention was  that  supposing  Commissioners  bought  an 
estate  worth  £40,000,  paid  that  sum  to  the  landlords, 
agreed  to  sell  to  tenants,  at  £38,000,  then  expended 
£4,000  on  improvements  and  re-sold  to  tenants  for 
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£42,000  the  purchase  fund  must  be  first  repaid  its 
£2,000  loss,  leaving  only  £2,000  to  recoup  reserve 
fund,  13323-30. — Act  of  1903  expressly  stated  that 
profit  made  from  improvements  must  be  repaid  to 
the  reserve  fund  that  had  disbursed  the  money  for 
those  improvements,  13331-4,  13347. — If  that  was  not 
done  reserve  fund  would  be  eventually  depleted, 
13333. — Had  Commissioners  adopted  Treasury  rules 
under  protest  they  could  have  dealt  with  millions  of 
pounds  worth  of  estates  and  reserved  right  to  open 
question  on  a Petition  of  Right ; present  unfortunate 
result  the  effect  of  crushing  weight  of  Commissioners’ 
labours,  13335,  13348. — Whole  question  one  of  price 
on  re-sale,  13337. — Landlord  would  not  agree  to  es- 
tate being  defined  as  congested  unless  his  price  were 
already  fixed,  13338. — Nothing  but  the  price  would 
prevent  his  agreeing  to  have  it  classified  as  congested, 
13340-1. 


Question  of  double  bonus  in  case  of  congested 
estates. 

Bonus  of  practically  22  per  cent,  was  a reason  for 
vendor  to  agree  to  having  estate  scheduled;  he  never 
consented  unless  assured  of  getting  as  high  a price 
as  if  he  sold  direct  to  tenants;  up  to  31st  March, 
1906,  Estates  Commissioners  certified  four  estates  as 
“ congested  ” ; they  found  it  impracticable  to  deal 
with  three  of  these  as  congested;  in  one  case  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  relaxed  conditions  of  re-sale  and 
allowed  loss  up  to  £2,545;  offer  of  £50,913  had  been 
made  and  accepted ; advance  for  purchase  not  yet 
made  on  31st  March,  1906,  13347. 

Specialisation  of  duties  and  efficiency. — Transfer 
of  Board's  functions  to  Land  Commission 

WOULD  BE  FALSE  ECONOMY. 

Mixing  of  judicial  and  purchase  functions  in  one 
body  another  cause  of  Commissioners’  inactivity ; 
specialisation  of  duties  essential  element  of  efficiency 
in  extensive  operations;  transfer  of  Board’s  duties  to 
Estates  Commissioners  not  a remedy ; reasons  for  pro- 
posed dismemberment  of  Board  should  be  revealed  in 
order  that  Board  might  reply  to  them  before  this 
Commission  ; they  did  not  abuse  or  neglect  their 
duties;  efficiency  would  be  impaired  by  any  change; 
economies  in  administration  at  sacrifice  of  efficiency 
would  be  wrong,  13348-53.— If  Board  got  facilities 
they  deserved  they  would  be  as  efficient  as  anyone 
could  desire;  with  certain  statutory  facilities  and  as 
much  money  as  could  be  provided  for  purchase  and 
improvement  their  labours  would  be  enormously  in- 
creased, 13353. 


Practical  Suggestions  Summarised. 

Land  Commission  should  not  have  power  of  re- 
storing evicted  tenants  to  unoccupied  lands,  13353-5. — 
Board’s  legal  powers  should  be  increased  or  altered  as 
suggested  in  Memorandum  E.  ; local  representative 
members  should  be  added ; if  necessary  Board  should 
be  able  to  define  congested  areas  themselves,  as  Scotch 
Board  did,  such  definition  to  be  approved  by  Lord 
Lieutenant ; financial  arrangements  under  sections 
43  and  44  of  Act  of  1903  should  be  amended  and 
apply  to  Board,  whose  income  should  receive  neces- 
sary increase,  13356. 

Treasury  control  over  expenditure  of  Board^  and 
Government  responsibility. 

Board  at  present  enjoyed  practical  immunity  from 
Treasury  control ; if  their  powers  were  extended  they 
should  not  enjoy  that  freedom  for  larger  funds,  but 
might  still  for  their  present  ones;  no  difficulty  in 
keeping  separate  accounts,  13357-63,  13376,  13411.— 
Estimates^  had  now  to  be  approved  by  Treasury, 
13364. — \A  itness  not  anxious  to  get  rid  of  proper 
control,  13366-7. — For  the  additional  funds  Board 
could  be  a regular  Government  Department,  13368, 
13374-5. — Parliament  would  sanction  extended 

la’-iSn  i °^,-?oar^  Commission  recommended  it, 

13370-1. — Control  not  objected  to  if  Board’s  powers 
were  clearly  define'!  in  the  Act,.  13372.— Relations 
with  Castle  would  not  hamper  Board  if  it  remained 
as  at  present  and  were  strengthened  by  local  repre- 
sentation ; Estates  Commissioners  were  in  same  posi- 
tion themselves,  13373. 

o 2 
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Business  proposed  to  be  transferred  from  Land 
Commission  to  Board — Distinction  between 
Judicial  and  Executive  Functions  of  Com- 
mission. 

Estates  Commissioners’  operations  apart  from  direct 
sales  comparatively  little,  13396.  -They  had 
£42,000,000  worth  of  land  on  their  hands,  Board 
would  not  have  that,  it  was  not  proposed  to  hand  over 
vesting  of  land  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant,  which 
was  purely  judicial,  only  the  purchase  of  land  by 
Commissioners  for  themselves,  13397-405. — £2,800,000 
out  of  £15,000,000  taken  over  by  Commissioners  for 
themselves,  13426. — For  the  sake  of  consistency  every- 
thing hut  the  judicial  work  should  be  handed  over  to 
Board,  purchase  of  estates  hot  part  of  work  of  a 
judicial  body,  13406-10,  13441,  13474,  13510-4.— Broad 
i.istinction  between  judicial  and  administrative  func- 
tions of  Estates  Commissioners,  13417. — Case  would 
be  met  if  Board  had  ample  powers  of  purchase 
Ireland  for  relief  of  congestion,  13414-6 
13419,  13471,  13494. — Board  had  now  certain  powers 
of  purchase  outside  congested  districts  as  well  as 
within  them,  it  would  not  be  much  extension  of  their 
powers  13412-3  13418,  13425— Power  at  present  cir- 
cumscribed, 13420-1.— -If  an  estate  were  purchased  in 
Eemster,  any  congestion  in  its  neighbourhood  must 
be  relieved  before  people  from  Connaught  could  be 
brought  there,  13422— Transfer  of  Estates  Commis- 
sioners powers  to  Board  not  necessary  for  relief  of 
congestion,  13424— Estates  Commissioners  should  not 
be  reheved  of  judicial  functions,  13427,  13440,  13493. 

wh,ich  were  judicial  functions 
one  of  the-  difficulties  of  the  Act,  13428— Ascertain- 
ment  of  value  was  one,  13429-30— Investigation  of 
clmrni«i>nther’  13431-33— The  law  declared  Estates 
far  fh  Under  COn-tro1  of  Lord  Lieutenant  so 
+W  L~fL-Were  exec'jtlve’  that  did  not  make  all 
then  proceedings  executive,  13436-9. 
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Identity  or  Estates  Commissioness  t 
Commission. 


i Land 


fin™?'8”0”".?  part?  a11  acts  of  Land 

Commission,  vesting  orders  signed  by  Estates  Com- 

-Srofie  *n  -name  of  Land  Commission,  13445. 
Estates  Commissioners  were  agents  of  Land  f™ 

Ir  ,S=£i 2s- 

s a &dfti  rurai 

sr  g?f -liSrr  fBoa'd'' 
to  the,r  ,„,lcti  thai  ,„rsrK 

»«  take  3J  par  cent  ^H0!?1?5..01  >*«<1 

was  completed,  13455,  ^ °*  *u  * ren*  fclll  sale 

S"°°EST“  <®  AenicDiTn,E 

, of  some  of  Board’s  work. 

»™P3l7h°e‘  worker1'1”  S’1”,*  t0  taka 

13454 Dno  ,,o  t*  i Congested  Districts  Board 

found  ve^y  useful^dTli  T departmental  control 

to  confine  Board’s  activity  to  fb/w  a ° reason 
the  onl,  public  Mi*  dc“AaST“na 


purchase,  13476— Little  purchase  done  by  Land  On 
mission  before  creation  of  Estates  Commissioner 
although  they  had  power,  13477-8— Witness  propose 
to  keep  the  same  number  of  public  bodies  i™t  k 
their  functions  distinct,  13480-1.  ’ Ut  hav& 

Financial  Difficulty  impeding  Operations 
Land  Commission. 

Arrears  of  Estates  Commissioners’  work  could  not 
be  cleared  off  in  one  year,  even  with  increase  of  staff 
13482— Difficulty  of  raising  loans  had  some  bearing  ml 
activity  of  Estates  Commissioners,  13484-5,  13503-5  _ 
Commissioners  themselves  stated  it  had  not  13506  — 
Delay  in  dealing  with  £30,000,000  worth  of  pro 
perty  caused  by  lack  of  staff  to  cope  with  work' 
13502,  13548.— Difficulty  of  obtaining  loans  would  not 
bo  got  rid  of  by  transferring  work  to  Board  13507  8 — 
There  was  an  appeal  from  Estates  Commissioners ‘to 
Land  Commission,  13490— That  was  an  appeal  from 
one  judiciary  to  another,  13491. 

Board  not  empowered  to  hold  land  in  their 
own  Name. 

Board  could  not  hold  land  in  their  own  name  but 
m names  of  trustees,  13529-30— Board  ought  to  be 
corporation  entitled  to  hold  land  and  execute  con 
veyances  under  their  own  seal,  at  present  practically 
every  document  had  to  be  signed  by  the  two  trustees 
who  thereby  incurred  a nominal  responsibility  in 
respect  of  lands  vested  in  them,  13531— Enormous 
delay  and  inconvenience  caused  by  antiquated  fashion 
of  having  trustees,  13532. — Public  Trustee  could  not 
?®  i,n  P]ace  of  them>  he  only  dealt  with  money, 
135oo.  —Trustees  were  members  of  the  Board  (Mr 
Kennedy  and  Mr.  Geoghegan),  and  were  generally 
available,  but  not  always,  13534. 

Board  could  not  act  through  Committees. 

Committees  appointed  by  Board  had  no  legal  status 
and  could  not  dispose  finally  of  matters  referred  to 
tJiem  10535— They  were  appointed,  and  their  recom- 
mendations were  confirmed  by  Board,  13536-7. 

Departments  blocked  by  rush  of  business  under 
Act  of  1903. 

In  consequence  of  enormous  success  of  Land  Ad,, 
some  offices,  such  as  Registration  of  Titles  Office,  were 
entirely  blocked,  staff  of  these  departments  should  be 
increased,  13537. — It  was  not  want  of  money  that 
caused  delay,  Estates  Commissioners  unable  to  deal' 
with  what  they  had,  13538-9. — Lack  of  sufficient  staff 
in  central  office  real  canse  of  delay  in  registration 
of  title,  13543— Reading  of  title  and  final  settlement 
now  taken  together,  in  some  of  Board’s  cases  primu 
facie  title .had  been  investigated  and  estate  actually 
vested,  although  title  of  incumbrancers  and  title  to 
money  had  not  been  dealt  with,  13545—  In  case  of 
estates  bought  by  Board  two  years  taken  between 
time  of  originating  request  and  time  when  vesting 
order  was  made  by  Estates  Commissioners,  13547— 
Board  in  same  position  as  private  purchaser  in  regard 
to  vesting  of  title,  recent  rules  gave  them  priority 
over  ordinary  cases,  13549-50. — Notable  progress  made 
within  last  two  months,  vesting  of  Board’s  cases 
now  nearly  up  to  date,  13551-3— Commissioners 
intended  to  give  priority  in  future,  it  might  be  neces- 
Sa tv I?a  :e.  application  to  them  in  each  case,  13554. 

e t *n  s^rJ  of  Titles  Office  still  existed, 
loboo-6. — In  case  of  purchase  of  tenants’  interests  in 
farms  for  enlargement  of  holdings  Board  haa  to  make 
inquiry  into  title  themselves,  13556-7. — In  case  of  sale 
vendor  gave  an  abstract  of  title  to  Board  or  got  it 
registered  m Registry  of  Titles  Office,  delay  in  ob- 
taimng  certificate  caused  by  press  of  business  in 
°®F®>  13558. — Conveyancing  a particular  branch  of 
iTcr— - s profession  and  generally  well  known,. 
13559-60. 

Compulsory  Migration  of  Tenants  on  Estates 
Purchased. 

Settlement  of  a whole  estate  often  prevented  by  » 
residue  of  tenants  who  would  not  migrate,  a tenant 
with  a holding  in  patches  scattered  all  over 
the  estate  might  have  to  be  migrated  to  some 
other  portion  of  the  estate  or  to  some  distance,  Board1 
had  certain  powers,  but  they  were  cumbersome  and 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  III. 


ICO 


O'CONNOR,  Me.  J.— continued. 

unworkable,  if  three-fourths  of  tenants  on  a town- 
land  purchased  by  Board  requested  it,  Board  could 
serve  a notice  to  determine  tenancy  on  any  holding, 
13565-8,  13571-2. — Every  notice  must  contain  under- 
taking to  give  tenant  another  holding  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  not  less  value,  within  period  mentioned 
in  notice,  or  as  soon  after  as  practicable,  13568, 
13573. — New  holding  might  be  in  non-congested  area 
provided  it  was  in  neighbourhood,  13569. — Practically 
three- fourths  of  tenants  could  never  be  got  to  sign  a 
round  robin  for  migration,  13570,  13574. — Board 
should  be  able  to  act  without  the  tenants,  13570, 
13574. — They  had  never  been  able  to  exercise  their 
power.  13575.— Compulsory  migratory  powers  desir- 
able, might  be  difficult  to  migrate  bodies  of  tenants 
in  some  districts,  beneficial  in  others,  13576-7. — 
County  Court  Judge  fixed  amount  of  compensation 
for  a’  migrant  in  case  of  a difference,  13578. — 
“ Townland  ” substituted  for  “estate”  by  Act  of  1903, 
it  was  still  an  impracticable  unit,  13579-80. — Three- 
fourths  of  tenants  could  not  be  got  to  sign  requisition 
even  on  townland,  13582. 

Piers  and  Tolls — Board  should  have  tower  to 
take  Leases  tor  Sites  eor  Piers  for  Long 
Terms  and  make  Bye-laws  and  levy  Tolls. 

Board  of  Trade  should  grant  leases  for  piers  for 
any  term  they  thought  right,  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  havt  power,  with  approval  of  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  to  levy  tolls  on  piers  they  built  them- 
selves and  make  bye-laws  for  regulation  and  manage- 
ment, 13588-9. — Piers  not  built  by  Board  were  under 
control  of  County  Council  as  a rule,  13590,  13592. — 
Board  would  have  no  objection  to  County  Council 
taking  over  their  pier3,  but  the  Councils  usually  ob- 
jected, as  tolls  were  insufficient  to  pay  expenses  of 
t. ill-keeper,  and  there  were  legal  difficulties,  13591, 
13594.  13601. — Many  piers  within  Board’s  jurisdic- 
tion were  property  of  County  Councils,  13592. — Board 
unlikely  to  erect  piers  unnecessarily,  13593. — Board 
had  applied  in  case  of  pier  at  Glengariff  for  lease  of 
foreshore  to  enable  them  to  charge  tolls,  Board  of 
Trade  refused  on  ground  of  difficulty  as  to  charging 
tolls.  13596. — At  present  Board  could  build  a pier,  but 
not  charge  tolls,  13597. — Having  built  a pier  they 
must  maintain  it,  if  built  without  agreements  with 
County  Council,  and  could  not  levy  toll  to  recoup 
themselves,  13598-9. — Piers  necessary  for  relief  of 
congestion,  13600. — County  Council  maintained  them 
if  they  were  able,  13601. 

Regulations  as  to  Turbary  on  Untenanted  Bog. 

When  Board  bought  an  estate  containing  a large 
tract  of  bog  held  in  commonage,  they  should  have 
power  to  restrict  tenants  to  particular  plots  to  cut 
turf,  legislation  needed  for  compulsory  powers,  they 
could  do  it  by  agreement  with  tenants,  but  not  with- 
out, 13604-9. 
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varied  as  occasion  arose ; as  a rule  particular  line  of 
action  decided  on  and  adhered  to,  13616. — Schemes 
confined  to  congested  area,  but  not  to  any  particular 
part  of  it  unless  special  scheme  applicable  only  to 
one  district,  13617-20. 

Horse-Breeding  Scheme. 

In  matter  of  horse-breeding  Board  supplied  stallions, 
maintaining  stud  farm,  and  from  1892-1903  inclusiv:), 
put  out  on  average  twenty-six  stallions  a season,  these 
being  sent  to  stand  at  certain  centres  during  seas  in, 
13621. — Greatest  number  in  any  one  year,  thirty- 
four,  13624.— Distributed  over  congested  areas  gener- 
ally, 13625: — Sometimes  Board  arranged  with  people- 
to  maintain  stallions  all  the  year;  this  scheme  far 
better  and  more  economical,  and  gradually  developed, 
13621-3.  13644.— From  beginning  to  end  seven ty-tw> 
stallions  passed  through  Board’s  hands,  13626  7. 

Breed  of  Sires. 

Different  breeds  composing  total  were:  forty -one 
hackneys ; seven  thoroughbreds  ; one  Cleveland  B-v  ; 
six  hunters  ; two  Shires  ; eight  Welsh  ponies ; four 
Arabs ; one  Barb  ; one  Connemara  pony  ; one  Nor- 
wegian, 13628,  13637-8. — Number  of  hackneys  de 
creased  towards  the  end ; experiments  in  breeding 
stallions  suitable  for  improving  Connemara  pony 
never  perfected,  13629. — Barb  bought  from  Lord  Har 
rington  for  purpose  of  breeding  polo  ponies  proved 
very  unsuccessful ; cross  with  Connemara  mares  did 
not  seem  to  suit,  13630-3. — Welsh  pony  was  most 
successful  in  district  from  Westport  to  Galway, 
thoroughbred  in  Kerry,  and  hackney  in  Donegal, 
13634,  13636. — More  people  in  a district  spoke  well 
of  Welsh  pony  than  of  any  other  breed,  13639. — 
Class  of  horse  to  be  bought  as  sires  determined  largely 
on  advice  of  Mr.  Wrench,  13640. 

Measure  of  Success  achieved. 

In  poor  districts  average  increased  value  of  im- 
proved foals  would  be  from  £4  to  £6  per  head,  in- 
witness’s opinion  results  did  not  justify  expenditure, 
13641,  13644. — In  some  districts  stallions  stood  at 
fee  of  2s.  6d.,  very  frequently  at  5s.  ; unwillingness, 
to  pay  more  showed  that  people  did  not  value  sires 
they  would  often  pay  more  for  services  of  a jackass, 
13642. — In  Leitrim,  Sligo,  East  Donegal,  etc.,  ta-:- 
mers  would  give  more,  many  up  to  £1,  13643. 

Expenditure  on  Horse-breeding. 

During  years  of  agricultural  work  £60,000  spent 
on  improvement  of  horse-breeding,  including  capita! 
expenditure  on  buildings,  and  there  was  a large  stud, 
including  asses,  at  time  of  transfer  to  Department  of" 
Agriculture,  13672-3. — New  Department  got  buildings, 
and  outlay  on  them  for  nothing,  13675. 


Compulsory  Vesting  of  Holdings  in  Tenants. 

Compulsorily  vesting  holdings  in  tenants  meant 
a compulsory  annuity,  13610-11.— Board  should  be 
able  to  fix  what  a man  was  to  pay,  such  power  must 
nt.‘  safeguarded  by  power  of  appeal  for  tenant,  say,  to 
Land  Commission,  13612-3. — Land  Commission  were 
appointed  to  deal  with  fixing  of  rents,  they  were  not 
responsible  to  State  for  rent,  the  tenant  was  respon- 
sible, and  after  the  tenant  the  rates,  13614. 


Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  J.  O'Connor. 

1.  Statement  of  Solicitor  for  the  Congested 

Districts  Board, 284 

2.  Minute  of  Transfer  of  Tenant’s  Interests 

in  Holdings, 291 


PORTER,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Schemes  for  Agricultural  Improvement. 
Witness  had  charge  of  agricultural  improve™ 
performed  by  Congested  Districts  Boa 
10615.  Schemes  were  submitted  for  Board’s  approv 


Cattle-breeding  Scheme. 


With  regard  to  cattle,  bulls  were  sold  right  out  otr- 
deferred  payment  system  and  at  reduced  rates  ; price- 
for  shorthorns  ranged  from  £12  to  £18,  according  t.,- 
qualify  and  amount  of  benefit  likely  to  accrue  to  pur- 
chasers ; f trmers  were  bound  to  keep  animals  three 
seasons  and  to  let  it  out  to  small  occupiers  up  to 
authorised  number ; penalty  exacted  in  case  of  non 
fulfilment. 


XU  iwnve  years  i, uzo  ouiis  were  issued  at  average 
net  cost  to  Board  of  £21  per  head,  this  covered  ex- 
°k  freiShfc.  loss  of  bulls,  etc.,  13645-6,  13648-9 
13654.— Great  trouble  experienced  owing  to  want  of 
knowledge  on  people’s  part  as  to  proper  keeping  of 
bulls,  13646-7.  If  bull  died,  and  Board  thought  there 
“d",,  net5llgencei  people  were  treated  leniently, 
13654.-  Bulls  were  sold  at  reduced  rate,  but  price 
was  gradually  improving,  13687.— £21,679  was  total 
loss  on  cattle  scheme  in  twelve  years,  accounting  for 
1,026  bulls,  13651-3.— This  sum  was  difference  be- 
tween payment  and  price  received  for  bulls,  13655.— 
During  Board  s agricultural  work  £52,000  was  spent 
-°f  cattle’  13672. — The  Board  never 
* of  ih£lr  0wn  8tandlng  for  service  except 

to  put  down  at  Gorumna  to  introduce  them,  13656  — 
Animals  mostly  bought  in  Ireland,  13657.— Price  of 
iAerry  bulls  averaged  from  £18  to  £24,  13658. 
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Special  Kerry  Scheme. 

Special  Kerry  scheme  in  order  to  improve  and  not 
injure  pure  local  breed;  three  gentlemen  asked  to 
advise  Board — Mr.  J.  Robertson,  late  Mr.  Butler, 
and  Mr.  P.  O’Mahony — they  assisted  as  to  purchase 
and  allocation,  13659-6.— Thirty-five  to  forty  bulls 
placed  in  district  entirely  free  of  cost  to  people  who 
maintained  them,  plan  pursued  for  three  seasons ; 
people  did  not  value,  and  refused  to  buy  bulls,  so 
that  scheme  was  altogether  withdrawn,  13660. 

Measure  of  Success. 

On  the  whole  cattle  were  successful  and  effected 
great  improvement  in  live  stock,  particularly  in  Con- 
nemara, but  scheme  did  not  pay  its  way,  13661,  13664- 
5.— Each  bull  might  produce  seventy  calves  in  tho 
year,  and  these  on  an  average  were  30s.  a head 
superior  to  ordinary  local  calves  ; in  Donegal  price 
even  more  improved,  13662-3.— Breed  in  Kerry  not 
improved  because  people  would  not  buy  bulls ; witness 
had  not  received  complaints  that  'bulls  were  un- 
suitable because  too  much  pampered,  only  that  they 
frequently  became  wild,  13667-71.— They  were  not 
more  successful  with  any  particular  breed,  except 
that  they  failed  in  Kerry  owing  to  want  of  appre- 
ciation ; they  decided  what  breed  was  suitable  to 
particular  district;  in  Cahirciveen  Peninsula,  for 
years,  only  Kerries  and  Dexters  supplied,  though 
farmers  wished  to  buy  Galloways  ; they  tried  not  to 
supply  several  breeds  in  one  district,  and  where  short- 
horns were  suitable  refused  to  supply  Aberdeen 
Angus,  because  productions  were  sold  off  as  stores 
ejecting  no  permanent  improvement,  13678-9.— A few 
Aberdeen  Angus  had  been  supplied  in  dairying  dis- 
“cts>  but  t!l.ey  became  more  strict  about  it,  13680  — 
Efforts  on  the  whole  very  well  received,  except  in 
Kerry,  but  they  were  subsidising  the  industry  very 
M7;  1368V3— Tt  was  difficult  to  sell  an  animal 
owmS  to  large  number  of  badly-bred 
wm  U J3683-~EjcPense  of  keeping  bulls  themselves 
vould  have  been  enormous,  13684.— Alternative  was 
subsidy  system  as  practised  at  present  by  Board  of 
lfrlture  > l*  consisted  in  paying  subsidy  to  pur- 
chasers on  condition  of  keeping  bull ; much  more  ex- 
pensive  than  Board’s  old  scheme,  13685,-Board  tried 
to  get  as  good  a bull  as  they  could  for  the  district  • 
3K  ® *S  gff.  ^-People  becarnfmom 
u H1  f-  time  .to  Pay  more  for  advantage  of 
' 13687' ’ CL1?”  °f  ahorti°™  was  gradually 

n'jf3  ,for  services  not  raised;  farmers 
bTBoaJd  l3688  Q°n  P8®  ?on  *^5“  maximum  fixed 
W „c  l’  People  would  not  pay  such  a 

price  13691  2 1 it  ^ ST.”"  buyinS  cull  at  full 

S Kem  sPn»8e>'s  •»<!  bom  bougit 

m Kerry  and  sold  m Connemara  to  see  how  the 

iToTbty'tii?m',tl‘  ?at0"ay  b»U«,  but  people  mill 
not  buy  them  at  price  to  coyer  cost  and  freight,  13696. 

-Use  or  Badi.y  Bred  Animals  roa  Bueedino  shoot,, 
be  Prohibited. 

Witness  thought  there  should  be  a law  to  prevent 
people  keeping  a sire  for  service  for  hire  Unless 
approved  by  competent  authority.  13693,  13696  —In 
Keuy,  bulls  ran  wild,  no  service  fee  charged,  13694  -- 
lSgetlSi  d bE  r1,6'™4"1  fra"  dinning  at 


Sheep-breeding. 

With  regard  to  sheep,  700  ram.  in  all  Mere  sold 
black-faced  breed,  sold  at  abont  two-fifths  of 
i?  ?nI/  t0  Ia™6rs  «nder  £20  valu- 
ation, 1-3696. Eili, its  to  improve  breed  of  sheep  had 
p • SuCjessfu,’  Particularly  in  Donegal,  13724  — 
,had  Probably  improved,  hut  there  had  been 
of  wS  ."fh“  pMce  ?f  8heeP  owing  to  increased  price 
f wool , there  was  strong  evidence  that  Board’s  work 
had  been  appreciated,  13726. 

Sheep  Dipping. 

iintn^h0. llrevaIence  of  sheep-scab  issue  was  stopped 
iifU  -vas  reduced,  and  Board  gave  attention  to 
slieep  dipping  making  good  impression  in  Donegal 
Galway  and  Mavo,  but  not  in  Kerry;  in  1903  thirty 
three  portable  apparatuses  were  at  work  in  coneestwl 
dmtocts,  and  79.000  top  were  dipped  .“cTglfi 


Board  of  £ d . per  sheep,  13696.— Dipping  onlv  com 
pulsory  in  counties  where  Councils  adopted  it  b,,+ 
this  was  largely  done,  13697-8.— Scab  greatly  re 
duced.  where  dipping  was  adopted;  still  bad  it 
Kerry,  13699-700,  13721-Witness  did  not  think  them 
was  much  in  England,  13722.— It  could  be  stamnLI 
out  13723.— Population  very  largely  ignorant  of  urin 
ciples  of  stock  keeping  and  agriculture,  and  disposed 
to  leave  things  alone,  13701.— In  Donegal  sheep  rah 
indiscriminately  over  the  hills,  so  that  small  benefit 
would  result  from  dipping  unless  universally  adonterl  ’ 
13702.— Order  had  been  issued  prohibiting  import  of 
sheep  into  certain  northern  English  counties  unless 
certificated  to  have  been  dipped  in  Ireland,  13703  — 
Dipping  apparatus  portable ; they  started  with  fixed 
station,  but  this  was  open  to  objection,  so  agricultural 
instructors  trained  men  to  dip  and  supplied  them 
with  portable  apparatus;  sheep  dipped  at  suitable 
places  at  charge  of  Id.  per  head,  of  which  Ad  was 
returned  by  Board  to  dipper,  13704.— Transit  expenses 
allowed  at  4d.  per  mile  after  five  miles,  13708  — 
Machines  had  been  turned  over  to  Department  and! 
by  them  sold  to  farmers,  who  now  used  them ; price 
raised  *2  ' wki°h  covered  all  expenses,  13706' 

13709.— Sometimes  farmers  let  out  machines  as  well 
as  using  them  themselves,  13716-7.— Work  on  part  of 
Board  stopped  when  agricultural  work  was  transferred 
to  new  Department,  13715.— County  Councils  now 
doing  work  with  various  methods,  13711-2.— Usually 
rural  inspector  appointed,  who  arranged  centres* 
where  he  went  with  appliances  and  gave  certificates 
tor  dipped  sheep ; in  his  absence  sheep  might  be 
dipped  m presence  of  police  constable,  13718.  ; 

Pig-breeding. 

As  to  pigs,  net  sum  spent  was  £903,  boars  sold 
from  30s.  to  £2  on  deferred  payment  system,  with 
penal  sum  for  non-fulfilment  of  conditions;  pig- 
breeding  in  Ireland  fluctuated,  13727-8. 

Poultry  Farming  and  Egg  Distribution. 

In  case,  of  poultry,  main  work  was  provision  of 
poultry  farms,  • at  cost  of  about  £6,000.— Cocks 
and  hens  distributed  to  small  occupiers  on  con- 
dition of  distributing  eggs  to  others;  Id.  after-1 
wards  reduced  to  ±d.  paid  them  for  every  egg  given 
out;  latterly  small  bonus  given  instead  of  payment 
for  each  egg,  13728.— They  could  not  tell  that  eggs  so- 
given  out  were  used  for  breeding  ; there  was  a good 
deal  of  fraud,  13729-30— System  now  under  County 
Councils,  13731. — Small  farmers  had  to  pay  Is.  a 
dozen  for  eggs,  and  poultry  farmer  got  a lump  sum ; 
greatest  number  of  eggs  issued  was  130,000  at  cost 
of  £548  m 1900,  13732. — They  always  had  pure  breeds 
ol  poultry;  some  crosses  given  out,  13740— Pure- 
bred cockerels  not  too  delicate,  13741. 


Difficulties  to  be  contended  with. 

Witness  did  not  think  scheme  had  effected  any 
permanent  improvemnt,  13733,  13747,  13756— One 
reason  was  that  in  selling  eggs  no  more  was  obtained 
tor  large  eggs  than  small,  therefore  it  paid  better  to 
keep  birds  which  producing  small  eggs  needed 
little  food,  13741.  Witness  did  not  think  there  was 
any  truth  in  theory  of  eggs  for  breeding  being  eaten ; 
people  were  glad  to  get  change  of  blood,  but  took,  to 
in-breeding  again,  13762. — Produce  of  eggs  introduced 
by  Board  was  nearly  always  more  valuable  than 
native  fowls,  therefore  people  sold  them  and  bred 
lrom  their  own  ; extra  price  .did  not  pav  for  extra 
cost  m rearing,  13762-8. . . 

Market  Facilities  could  be  best  provided 
by  Co-operative  Societies. 

Market  facilities  and  better  market  system  were 
the  crux  of  situation,  13742,  13748,  13769— Organi- 
sation was  required,  enabling  farmers  to  get  better 
prices  for  good  articles,  13743. — Remedy  lay  in  action 
ol  co-operative  poultry  societies,  13748,  13754— Agri- 
cultural Organisation  Society  aiid  Agricultural  De- 
partment were  at  work  at  it,  13745,  13771— There  had 
been  slight  improvement,  13770-2— Where  there  was 
a demand  for  large  egg  a slight  improvement  in 
breed  had  resulted,  13773— Different  breeds  were  good 
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FORTE  R,  M>\  THOMAS—  continued. 

for  eggs  and  for  table  purposes,  which  increased  diffi- 
culty, 13774-5. — Where  chickens  were  sold  as  chickens 
there  had  been  development  and  maintenance  of  good 
stock,  but  it  had  no  effect  on  country  generally,  13776. 

Fattening  Station  at  Carrigart. 

In  Carrigart  district,  the  Board  had  started  fatten- 
ing station,  with  good  results,  13734. — Establishment 
afterwards  let  at  nominal  rent  with  appliances  and 
'plant,  first,  tenant  gave  it  up,  the  next  made  a 
Jiving  out  of  it,  13735-9. — In  Carrigart  district  de- 
mand from  Rosapenna  Hotel  tended  to  keep  up  im- 
proved quality  of  fowl,  13749-52. — Barter  tended  to 
interfere  with  better  system,  small  farmer  too  much 
in  hands  of  shopkeepers,  13754-5. — Local  traders  were 
opposed  to  co-operative  societies,  13755. 

Bee-Keeping. 

In  Bee-keeping,  net  expenditure  was  £1,685 ; per- 
manent bee  expert  gave  instruction  and  there  were 
local  instructors,  hives  supplied  on  deferred  payment 
system,  and  dep&t  kept  for  sale  of  honey,  which  just 
paid  expenses ; efforts  also  directed  to  eradicating 
foul-brood,  13777. — Many  people  who  kept  bees  had 
dropped  them,  13778. — Industry  might  be  extended  with 
advantage,  but  could  easily  be  over-done,  Board  had 
been  very  successful  in  it,  13780-3. — Honey  from  Fanad 
district  in  Donegal  was  generally  considered  the  best 
produced,  13783-4. — Agricultural  Department;  took  an 
interest  in  bee-keeping  and  number  of  County  Coun- 
cils employed  instructor;  the  whole  of  the  time  of 
Mr.  O’Brien,  formerly  attached  co  Congested  Districts 
Board  as  instructor,  was  still  given  to,  people  in 
congested  area,  13779. 

Agricultural  Shows. 

As  to  Agricultural  shows,  work  consisted  simply  in 
giving  annual  grants  to  shows,  amounting,  in  1903, 
to  £326 ; work  now  done  through  County  Councils 
and  Department,  13784-5. — Small  shows  did  more  good 
than  big  ones,  13787-8. — Board  had  tried  to  encourage 
principle  of  giving  better  grants  to  particular  dis- 
tricts in  turn  as  at  Milford  and  Carrigart,  13789-91. 
— Witness  could  not  speak  of  Board’s  work  later  than 
1903,  13792. 

Agricultural  Instructors  and  Example  Plots. 

Agricultural  instructors  were  allocated  to  different 
parts  of  congested  districts,  giving  advice  and  in- 
struction, in  addition  there  was  system  of  example 
plots,  13792. — In  regard  to  selection  of‘  instructors 
Boalrd  advertised  for  applicants,  and  these  were 
selected  provisionally,  after  interview,  by  witness, 
final  choice  lay  with  Board,  13793-4,  13811. 

Met  iron  of  Selecting  Instructors. 


PORTER,  Mr.  THOMAS continu'd. 

arrears  was  two  instalments  of  £1  5s.  each,  13815. — 
Period  of  loans  varied  in  proportion  to  amount,  loans 
exceeding  £35  not  generally  issued  to  avoid  clashing 
with  Board  of  works,  which  had  fixed  that  limit, 
13852. 

Advantages  cf  Scheme. 

Great  advantage  of  scheme,  the  most  effective  means 
of  preventing  and  dealing  with  sheep-scab,  13817, 
13824,  13833. — It  was  iron-wire  fencing,  used  co  fence 
in  mountain-grazing  and  separate  grazing  from  crops, 
13818-9. — Mountain  grazing  not  strictly  commonage, 
but  used  so;  nominal  divisions,  but  sheep  allowed  to 
graze  over  the  whole,  fences  in  the  arable  land  insuffi- 
cient to  stop  them,  therefore  people  refused  to  adopt 
better  methods  of  cultivation,  13820,  13822. — Farmers 
wished  to  fence  in  mountain-grazing,  so  that  each 
might  have  his  land  to  himself  and  sole  benefit  of  his 
own  improvements ; some  would  put  on  many  more 
sheep  than  they  had  a right  to,  stint  of  each  not  al- 
ways plainly  stated  in  fixing  rents,  13820-22. — Fencing 
stopped  quarrelling  and  litigation,  also  damage . to 
ewes  from  being  chared  by  dogs,  13822. — System  of  great 
advantage  where  there  were  large  flats  ; Department 
had  voted  £10,000  towards  its  continuance’they  received 
numerous  application  for  loans,  13832-47. — It  would 
be  practicable  to  fence  flat  between  Dungloe  and 
Doocharry,  people  would  make  more  use  of  it  fenced 
tli an  unfenced,  13837-43. — Policy  of  fencing  perfectly 
sound,  there  wars  unanimous  testimony  to  good  done, 
14884. — Each  holdiing  fenced  by  wiring  line  of  nominal 
division ; sometimes  sevrlral  persons  joined  to  fence 
bigger  area,  and  received  loan  in  partnership,  this 
often  worked  well,  13823-4. — They  took  in  graziers 
when  their  own  stock  was  insufficient  13826. — All  ex- 
penses of  fencing  paid  by  people,  except  skilled  super- 
intendence of  Board’s  instructor,  they  had  local 
foremen  trained  under  him  who  received  3-1.  per  day, 
expense  covered  by  slight  addition  to  cost  of  fencing, 
13826,  13846-7. — There  was  no  regular  inspection, 
fences  were  the  property  of  tenancs,  13829-30. 

Maintenance  Question. 

Life  of  wire-fence  depended  on  maintenance,  some 
had  lasted  forty-five  years  in  good  state,  13849-50. — 
Board  could  not  force  people  to  paint,  etc.,  but  they 
generally  did  it  themselves;  fences  would  last  longer 
than  period  covered  by  loan,  13851. — It  would  be  a 
wrong  system  to  force  people  to  maintain  fences,  they 
had  spent  money  on  putting  them  up  and  knew  their 
value,  13853-6. — Preliminary  joint  undertaking  of 
tenants  and  proprietor  to  maintain  fences  not  desir- 
able. there  would  be  difficulty  and  expense  in  enforcing 
it,  13857-61. — Landlords  would  be  foolish  to  co  operate, 
13869. 

Cost  of  Fencing. 


Some  belonged  to  respectable  class  of  small  farmers; 
no  literary  qualifications  necessary,  except  letter-writ- 
ing and  account-keeping,  13796-7.— Good  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture  necessary,  applicants  fur- 
n testimonials  from  people  in  their  districts, 
13797-800. — Came  from  different  places,  13810. — Pay 
commenced  at  £70  par  annum,  rising  to  £90,  13801. 

Area  of  Work. 

Each  had  a district  in  which  he  dealt  with  example 
plots,  etc  and  a wider  area  for  inspection  of  live 
stock,  13802.  13805. — Board  had  three  instructors  in 
I onc-gal  at  one  time,  13803. — Scheme  now  carried  out 
- '/"inty  Councils;  Department  were  keeping  on 
certain  number  of  men  formerly  employed  bv  Board; 
tnere  was  now  one  instructor  in  Donegal,  i3806-8.— 
ion  instructors  was  largest  number  at  any  one  time, 
witness  had  engaged  about  fifteen  or  seventeen  him- 
wlf,  13804,  13809. — Not  prepared  to  express  a view 
on  method  pursued  by  County  Councils,  as  he  now 
belonged  to  Department,  13813.— Instructors  were 
largely  engaged  in  sheep-dipping,  13815. 

Fencing  of  Mountain  Runs  ; Loans  Issued. 

P„nS  I?  thor6  scheme  in  operation  in 

llom-gal  for  tent  ing  mountaim  runs ; 153  loans  issued, 

mfat'S  11  “ S '818  41  1U-'  —I'M 

at  £12  Us.  , after  seven  years  total  amount  of 


Cost  of  fencing  was  4Jd.  to  4 per  yard,  i.e.,  cash 
for  material  that  was  for  3 ft.  9 inches  fencing  ; 2 feet 
fence  was  2-^d.  per  yard,  13781-5. 

Scotch  System. 

Protection  of  grazing  was  suitable  to  conditions, 
fencing  expensive,  but  there  was  greater  tendency  to 
carry  out  improvements,  such  as  surface-draining 
when  land  was  fenced,  13862-4.— Policy  was  opposed  to 
Scotch  system,  which  consisted  in  jointly  employing 
shepherd,  13833-4. — Difference  arose  largely  from 
"“toms  of  people,  they  would  not  easily  co-operate, 
13867.— Scotch  system  could  still  be  introduced  as 
shepherd  jointly  employed  might  look  after  sheep 
in  separate  lots  as  well  as  if  they  were  running  about  - 
>*  K"14  *“*1  «"6  to  introduce  it  gndpaUrl 

13836’  13870 ■~ShePhc'rd  necessary  in  lambing  time, 
Potato-Spraying. 

• 4s  to  P°tat°-sPraying,  agricultural  instructors  gave 
instruction  m every  part  of  congested  districts  ; 
people  had  ample  opportunity  to  learn,  13875.— Two 
years  ago  instruction  in  spraying  transferred  to  Agr'i- 
culturad  Department,  13880-1. — In  some  districts'  it 
nad  fallen  off  greatly ; witness  thought  chreo  or  four 
years  ago  two-thirds  of  people  sprayed,  in  the  past 
season  about  one  third,  13876-8.— This  referred  to  con- 
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Rested  district®  of  Glenties  Union,  13879.— Falling  off 
due  to  the  fact  that  when  there  was  a good  year,  people 
thought  there  was  no  need  to  spray,  witness  was  not 
aware  of  complaint  that  Department  did  not  carry 
out  work  as  Congested  Districts  Board  had  done, 
13883-4,  13906. 

Provision  of  Machines  and  Facilities  for  Repair. 

Spraying  machines  were  better  than  brooms,  as  they 
reached  under-sux-face  of  leaf,  but  many  of  the  large 
number  of  machines  issued  by  Board  lay  idle,  because 
people  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  remedy  che  least 
thing  that  went  out  of  order,  13885-9. — Board 
had  arranged  to  send  machines  for  repair  to 
Dublin,  at  small  cost,  but  people  would  not 
even  do  that,  sometimes  instructor  repaired 
them,  or  tried  to  get  people  to  mend  them 
themselves,  13890,  13947.— If  depots  were  established 
where  necessary  parts  could  be  got,  they  might  be  mon- 
ready to  have  them  repaired,  but  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty about  getting  local  people  to  keep  parts  if  there 
were  che  least  demand,  13899-00.— It  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  get  hold  of  tradesmen  in  suitable  parts 
and  give  them  instruction  in  repairing,  13950. — They 
might  have  some  one  to  stir  up  people  go  get  machines 
put  in  order  before  they  were  needed,  provided  it  was 
not  carried  too  far,  13948-9.— Witness  was  not  in 
favour  of  selling  machines  below  cost  price ; if  people 
believe  in  spraying  they  would  noc  be  deterred  by  cost, 
13892,  13940. — One  of  worst  things  ever  done  for  Ire- 
land was  gratuitous  spraying  of  potatoes,  which  took 
place  few  years  ago,  13925. — Hand-spraying  machine 
cost  35s.,  cart-spraying  machines  were  not  suitable 
to  congested  districts,  13895,  13897-8.— Four  men  could 
loin  together  and  easily  pay  price,  13926.— Great  num- 
ber of  machines  had  been  sold  at  reduced  price,  13946. 

Cost  was  not  a serious  consideration  when  compared 
with  advantage  of  two  or  three  extra  tons  of  potatoes, 


Efficacy  of  Spraying. 

Witness  thought  people  were  convinced  of  effective- 
ness of  spraying,  13906,  13910— He  himself  had  no 
o1  j °*  fr°m  personal  experience,  13911-14. — 
Board  had  done  as  much  as  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected m pushing  on  spraying,  13922— Ic  should  be 
encouraged  by  advice  and  instruction,  not  by  com- 
pulsion, 13930-4. 


Mixture  Used,  Testing,  etc. 

. Witness  did  not  think  that  sulphate  of  copper,  sold 
in  shops  for  spraying  was  adulterated,  it  was  so  easy 
ro  reeognii.ee,  and  samples  could  be  sent-  to  Department 
tor  examination,  as  was  advertised  in  leaflets,  13902- 
13915— Board  had  don©  same  work  free  of  charge, 
and  had  very  few  adulterated  samples;  dealer®  did  noc 
dream  of  selling  adulterated  stuff,  13904— Any  com- 
plaints as  co  bad  spraying-mixtures  sold  probably 
suggested  as  an  excuse  ; Board’s  instructors  always  ad- 
vised making  mixture  instead  of  buying  it  ready-made, 
and  showed  how  to  tell-  good  materials,  etc..,  14016-8. 
—■Stuff  sold  was  not  bad.  buc  Board’s  method  bettor, 
Caere  were  well-known  makers,  whose  mixtures  wer? 
used  ; enormous  number  of  people  were  taught  how 
to  make  ’t  so  that  manufacturers  complained,  14019- 

r?  taineii  vn  aI1  di,9tricts  without 

! !w  r47'~'r  rrmId  be  nrach  easier  to  ten  bad 
14033  fr°m  S00d  th“  to  teI1  bad  artificial  manure, 


Yellow  Blight  and  Stalk-Disease. 
Existence  of  two  other  diseases  affected  spray  ins 
stalk-disease  and  yellow  blight;  no  effectual  mSm 
tKreV  t3895— Tn  wet  years,  great  hairr 

hetwoerT  if1  A bh?bt’  aTld  peoPIe’  not  distinguish™ 
V d °rdmar7  Pofcato  diseas6.  found  spray 
^ anv  . condemned  it,  13896,  13907.- 
fchlfc  96011  ho1dlT1ffs  m West  Galway  so  smal 

that  potatoes  were  grown  over  and  over  again,  with 
out  rotation,  13988. — Had  no  evidence  to  show  that  thi 
induced  potato  disease,  but  it  was  almost  certain  f. 
produce  yellow  blight,  13989-92,  13995— Spraying  n, 
use  against  yellow  blight,  even  to  plant  potatoJ 
ground  w'hich  had  not  been  under  potot^  ft^ean 

did  not  give  immunity,  13997-9— Yellow  blight  a 
frequent  in  Oonnemarn.  as  the  other  diseaif  »n( 


stalk-disease  also  common,  139334— In  ordinary 
seasons  yellow  blight  did  not  do  very  much  harm  bm- 
stopped  growth,  14000-2— It  showel  fairly  early  in 
the  year,  14003-4— Blight  had  rather  extended  than 
diminished  since  1891,  which  was  first  year  when 
spraying  was  introduced,  but  it  did  not  produce 
same  bad  results,  13915-6— Owing  to  amount  of 
disease  this  year,  spraying  would  go  up  next  year- 
fine  seasons  producedl  carelessness,  13908,  13935 
People  would  not  assume  spraying  to  be’  a benefit 
without  having  used  it,  13918— In  West  Ireland 
spraying  told  every  year,  sprayed  crops  were  superior 
if  not  larger,  13919—  Blight  was  not  peculiar  to  Ire- 
land, but  more  in  proportion  to  crop,  13936,  13939 
— Board  had  spent  about  £4,800,  not  recoverable  in 
encouraging  spraying  spread  over  twelve  ye'ars 


Work  of  Parish  Committees. 

Witness  had  had  little  to  do  with  Parish  Com- 
mittoas,  understood  thefir  principle  was  to  offer  in- 
ducements to  people  to  do  what  otherwise  they  would 
not  do,  13952-4. — They  had  had  too  much  of  prizes 
people  ought  to  lie  taught  and  not  bribed,  it  would 
b-  demoralising  to  bribe  them  to  spray,  13955-6— 
Prize  system  became  bribery,  if  given  simply  to  bribe 
people  10  do  what,  otherwise  they  would  not  do, 
13957-9. — Strong  measures  should  be  taken  to  avert 
blight  where  it  was  very  bad,  but  it-  would  be  impos- 
sible to  enforce  compulsory  system,  13962-3. 

Effect  of  Weather  on  Spraying. 

Spraying  could  be  done  in  bad  weather,  but  was 
more  effective  in  good;  witness  had  seen  Burgundy 
mixture  applied,  and  remain  uninjured  by  heavy 
rain,  13964-66. — People  weire  told,  how,  and  under 
what  conditions,  to  apply  mixture,  there  was  ho 
difficulty,  13980-2. — Mixture  must  be  properly  ap- 
plied, and  separate  solutions  mixed  immediately  be- 
fore spraying,  13976-8. — Mixture  could  be  prepared 
in  a night-,  on-  a year  before,  14030— Ordinary 
Bordeaux  mixtulre,  made  of  copper  sulphate  and  lime, 
but  Burgundy  mixture  had  soda  instead  of  lime, 
13967. — Small  holders  good  judges  of  weather,  would 
know  when  Burgundy  mixture  must  be  applied,  13879. 
— Small  occupiers  could  get  sufficient  good  weather  to 
spray,  if  machines  were  available,  13968-0— There 
should  be  a machine  to  every  three  or  four  people, 
13972. — There  was  a period  of  about  three  weeks  when 
first,  spraying  should  be  given ; spraying  period  varied 
from  beginning  of  June  in  Keirry  and  Cork  to  middle 
of  August  in  the  North,  13972,  13983— It  was  a 
fairly  busy  time,  but  in  Donegal  and  congested  dis- 
tricts generally,  other  farm  operation  would  not 
interfere,  13974-5. — Witness  had  never  known  a 
season  when  it  was  not  possible  to  spray  his  crops, 
13986. — Instruction  in  spraying  must  go  on  every 
year,  and  would  do  great  good ; Department’s  in- 
structors engaged  in  it,  14029. 

Early  Potato-Growing. 

With  regard  to  early  potatoes  and  market-garden- 
ing, Board  appointed  expert  horticulturist  and  mar- 
ket-gardener, and  supplied  small  quantities  of  early 
potatoes  to  suitable  districts ; nothing  done  fin  way 
of  trade  ; work  of  same  nature  carried  on  by  .Depart- 
ment. 14034-5. — April  and  May  frosts  a difficulty, 
but  not- a fatal  one,  14036-8,  14045— Trade  was  going 
1J1  Baaidon  district,  in  Clonakilty,  Sligo,  and 
Arran  Islands,  14040— This  referred  to  efforts  of  De- 
P^rt'nent,  14041. — West  of  Ireland  generally  notsuit- 
.?  , , potato-culture,  but  there  were  districts  very 
suitable,  14043. 


iltUn-CULIDRE. 


As  to  fruit-culture,  Board’s  horticulturist  supplie' 
fruit-trees,  with  instructions  for  cultivation;  fror 
iaui-3,  numbers  sold  wore:  6,680  apple  trees,  53! 
pear,  plum  and  cherry  trees,  and  over  3,000  currant 
raspberry  and  gooseberry  bushes  ; in  most  instance 
fruit  intended  for  domestic  consumption,  14046,  14040 
trees  sold  at  cost  price;  technical  instruction  th 
only  cost,  14047-8— Board  continued  fruit-mltur 
largely  m some  districts,  14055. 
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PORTER,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 

Provision  of  Seeds  and  Artificial  Manure. 

Seed  potatoes  and  oat  seeds  supplied  at  cost,  price, 
also  suitable  artificial  manures,  till  local  traders  were 
induced  to  supply  them,  14051-2.— Total  quantity  of 
seeds  and  manures  sold  amounted  to  £5,036  in  twelve 
years,  and  quantity  of  seed  potatoes  to  £1,800;  in 
1903  work  was  transferred  to  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, who  now  only  supplied  samples  of  new  varieties 
to  be  tested,  14052-4. 

Sale  and  Loan  of  Agricultural  Implements. 
Small  store  of  machinery  for  sale  and  loan  kept 
at  agricultural  instructor’s  residence,  lent  out  to 
small  occupiers,  or  sold;  Board  sold  about  £2,000 
worth ; purchased  total  quantity,  £2,679,  some  of 
this  stock  for  experimental  purposes  and  lending, 
14055. — Satisfactory  implements  always  sold  at  cost 
price,  14056. — Facilities  much  appreciated,  especially 
loans  of  expensive  implements  at  small  charge, 
14057,  14061-3. — Board  dud  not  desire  to  do  trader’s 
work : it  introduced  implements,  and  then  handed 
over  work  to  agents,  14059. — Introduction  of 

machinery  induced  more  thorough  method  of  cultiva- 
tion, 14060.— Work  had  now  ceased;  there  had  only 
been  eight  or  ten  depfits  in  congested  districts,  14063. 

Size  of  Farm  which  could  be  worked  by  Spade 
Labour. 

In  regard  to  size  of  holding  which  could  profitably 
be  cultivated  with  spade  alone,  witness  thought  that 
even  on  very  small  holdings  in  congested  districts, 
where  owner  did  not  own  a horse  it  would  pay  him 
to  hire  one  or  use  cattle,  14075-87. — Economy  re- 
quired that  plough  should  come  in  the  moment  it 
could  be  used  ; ploughing  less  efficacious  than  thorough 
digging,  but  people  would  not  dig  thoroughly,  10488-9. 
— Horse  could  not  be  kept  on  holding  of  two  acres, 
difficult  to  keep  one  on  holding  under  £10  ; on  holdings 
below  that  it  would  be  hired  or  interchanged,  14091-2, 
14098-00. — There  were  little  holdings  among  'rocks, 
etc.,  where  cattle  or  horse  could  not  be  used,  14096. — 
In  West  Mayo  people  with  holdings  of  £3  or  £4  had 
a horse,  used  for  carting  seaweed,  etc.,  14100. 

Plantations  on  Board’s  Estates. 

In  forestry,  principal  work  was  in  connection  wiith 
Knockboy,  it  had  not  been  initiated  by  Board,  and 
was  dropped  as  unsatisfactory ; also  there  was  a 
scheme  for  encouraging  small  plantations,  trees  sup- 
plied gratuitously  if  occupier  fenced  suitable  land  ; 
witness  could  not  say  how  work  had  succeeded,  14064. 

Re-Afforestation. 

Soundest  system  was  that  of  Dr.  Schlich  whose 
idea  was  to  purchase  stretch  of  not  less  than 
50,000  acres,  not  necessarily  unoccupied,  and 
take  about  5,000  acres  at  a time,  fence  it  off,  and  in- 
duce people  to  give  up  grazing  rights  by  promises  of 
employment,  etc.,  during  plantation;  having  dealt 
with  one  area,  trees  would  have  developed  so  as  to 
give  further  employment  and  another  area  would  be 
taken  up,  thus  people  would  not  object-  to  give  up 
grazing  rights,  14065-6. — It  would  be  more  difficult 
to  purchase,  with  increased  number  of  small  pro- 
prietors, there  was  great  prejudice  against  surrender- 
ing grazing-rights,  14068-9. — No  attempt  of  the  kind 
made,  to  witness’s  knowledge,  14067. 

Amount  of  Money  required  for  Agricultural 
Operations  in  Congested  Districts. 

Net  expenditure  of  Congested  Districts  Board  on 
agricultural  work,  with  which  witness  was  connected, 
averaged  £11,000  per  annum ; more  work  would  re- 
quire more  money,  14101-3. — Board  could  havo  spent 
more  advantageously,  but  some  expenditure  might 
be  curtailed,  14104-5. — Assuming  Board  performed  its 
old  work,  expenditure  might  reach  £11,000  to  £12,000, 
14106-7.— -In  matter  of  estimating  money  necessary 
for  agricultural  improvements  by  "area  test, 
scattered  districts  were  more  expensive  to  work  than 
a large  congested  area  lying  together,  Department  of 
Agriculture  might  be  able  to  sav  what  was  theiir  ex- 
penditure in  proportion  to'  valuation,  14108-11. 


PORTER,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 

Question  of  Resident  Agricultural  Inspectors. 

Witness  thought  a chief  agricultural  inspector  resi- 
dent in  eac'h  district  would  be  unnecessary,  and  would 
result  in  disastrous  divergence  of  schemes;  agricul- 
cultural  impirovement  depended  chiefly  on  local  in- 
structors, who  had  greatest  influence  with  the  people. 
14112-7. 

Document  put  in  by  Mr.  T.  Porter. 

Deport  by  Professor  Schlich  on  Knockboy 
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RUSSELL,  Mr.  G. 

Credit  Facilities  for  Small  Holders  in  the  West. 

Witness  had  had  general  supervision  of  organising 
agricultural  banks  since  Irish  Agricultural  Organi- 
sation Society  began  work  in  Ireland ; had  noticed 
matters  affecting  life  of  small  farmers  in  congested 
districts ; branches  of  local  banks  were  too  few  to 
benefit  outlying  districts,  where  farmers  were  obliged 
to  borrow  off  moneylenders,  or  obtain  loans  from 
banks  at  great  difficuly  and  expense ; usurer,  or 
gombeen  man,  however,  was  disappearing,  14118. — 
This  was  due  to  public  opinion  and  establishment  of 
co-operative  societies  for  sale  of  eggs  and  purchase 
of  agricultural  requirements,  also  obtaining  of  cheaper 
credit,  14119-20. — Farmers  needed  flexible  system  of 
credit,  as  farming  was  so  uncertain  ; in  West  of  Ire- 
land there  were  large  joint  stock  banks,  well-conducted, 
but  their  system  was  not  sufficiently  flexible ; interest 
on  small  loans  was  high  and  they  did  not  cater  for 
small  farmers ; borrowing  attended  by  expense  in 
travelling,  ‘ ‘ treating ' ’ sureties,  etc.  ; in  one  case, 
incidental  expenses  and  interest  amounted  to  42  per 
cent.  ; system  of  three  or  four  months’  bills  quite 
unsuitable  for  small  farmers,  who  frequently  required 
eight  or  nine  months  to  get  return  for  money,  14121. 

Loan  Fund  Societies. 

Loan  Fund  Societies  were  established  over  the 
country,  a central  office  in  Dublin  and  about  120 
branches  supervised  by  Charitable  Loan  Funds  Board  ; 
danger  of  system  fully  exposed  by  report  of  Commis- 
sion of  Inquiry,  14121-2. — Amount  of  funds  small, 
negligible  as  means  of  meeting  farmers’  necessities, 
14123-6. 

Local  Money  Lenders. 

Local  money  lenders  deducted  Is.  to  4s.  from  every 
pound  lent,  repayable  in  weekly  or  monthly  instal- 
ments ; money  lender  often  a publican,  14121,  14126. 


Mock  Auctions. 

Farmers  driven  to  extraordinary  devices,  such  as 
“Mock”  auctions;  they  drove  cattle  to  market,  one 
man  offered  them  for  sale  as  if  he  were  owner,  others 
bid  up  to  a good  price,  auctioneer  would  pay  cash  to 
supposed  seller,  and  give  credit  to  supposed  buyer, 
men  drove  cattle  back  and  divided1  money,  less  various 
discounts,  interest,  and  fees,  14126.- — Auctioneer  got 
as  many  names  as  possible  to  back  bill,  which  he  got 
when  he  gave-  credit,  received  interest,  auction  fees 
and  discount,  eventually  sold  up  man  if  he  could  not 
pay,  14133-4. — Some  such  sales  were  genuine,  but  in 
Ulster  they  were  used  mainly  as  means  of  raising 
money,  14135. — Buyer  and  seller  often  shared  money 
between  them  ; men  would  borrow  money  from  bank, 
one  being  ostensible  borrower,  but  dividing  money  on 
joint  responsibility,  14136. — Trust  Auctions  really 
worse  than  gombeen  system,  14127. — Such  conditions 
offered  excellent  field  for  introduction  of  agricultural 
banks,  14128-9. — System  had  spread  from  congested 
districts  into  Meath  and  Cavan  and  might  go  further, 
was  doing  great  harm  in  Ulster,  14130-3.— In  many 
districts  it  was  ruinous  in  operation ; men  would 
auction  crops  in  the  ground ; one  man  had  raised  £75 
on  a single  cow  by  pretending  to  sell  it-  at  various 
auctions,  14130. 
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RUSSELL,  Mr.  G. — continued. 

Shop  Credit. 

Worst  result  of  lack  of  cheap  money  was  running 
up  long  bills,  high  prices  and  high  interest  added  to 
goods  given  on  credit  so  frequently  as  to  make  intro- 
duction of  new  system  desirable ; 25  per  cent,  added 
for  six  months’  credit  not  uncommon,  14130. — Tre- 
mendous difference  between  payment  by  cash  and 
deferred  payment,  14131. 

Barter  System. 

Barter  system  also  an  evil;  tradesmen  took  eggs 
and  allowed  so  much  off  groceries,  etc.,  in  amount 
booked ; in  many  parts  of  Ireland  egg  was  current 
coin,  14131. — Farmers  lost  on  all  barter  of  agricul- 
tural produce  for  groceries,  etc.,  14136. 

Agricultural  Banks. — Principle  on  which  Banks 
WERE  ORGANISED.  ■ 

Agricultural  banks  and  societies  introduced  by  Irish 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  as  remedy ; system 
adopted  known  as  the  Raiffeisen,  most  suitable  for 
small  farmers ; method  was  to  join  number  of  small 
farmers  together,  thus  creating  large  security,  and 
enabling  them  to  borrow  a large  sum  of  money  at  low 
rates  ; this  was  lent  out  to  members  through  Committee 
elected  by  themselves ; system  established  in  congested 
districts  by  aid  of  Congested  Districts  Board ; socie- 
ties registered  under  Friendly  Societies  Act,  permit- 
ting unlimited  responsibility;  generally  found  pos- 
sible to  borrow  money  at  3 or  4 per  cent.,  and  lend 
•nii-zc  xne”1^?rs  at  one  penny  per  pound  per  month, 
.*®;  Societies  managed  by  committee,  who  ad- 
mitted members  and  granted  loans;  small  entrance 
tee  charged;  area  restricted  generally  to  a parish; 
members  whose  circumstances  were  unknown  to  com- 
mittee not  admitted,  14138,  14166— Banks  had  no 
capital  to  start  with,  when  a man  joined  he  became 
iTJoanS1v"  to,  unlimited  extent  for  debts  of  society, 
14299.-  Prcwedure  of  admission— seven  men  applied  to 
Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  for  registration,  these 
were  chosen  at  hrst  public  meeting  and  afterwards 
admitted  others ; organiser  must  ascertain  that  these 
trustworthy  and  they  could  refuse  to 
admit  any  one  they  did  not  trust,  14301.— These 

l2hilft^eErber!l  the'r  share  of  i°int  and  several 
finest  thmg  in  system  was  willingness  to 
WhnS  LlblilJy  °n  behalf  of  neighbours,  14302.— 
Witness  lookeed  to  an  important  future  for  system,  in 

fbn,  yeaiS  fcHr-6  migllb  be  between  two  and  three 
thousand  societies  m Ireland,  14304. 

Sojjrce  op  Funds. 

WriT1  " congested  districts  obtained  from  (a) 

£L““oVf“loB  tdpe?iSt8a!TliS  "”4 

WstX^^es^tened  with  teg 


Security  for  Advances. 

inS1Snn”^lrXPt™°tfdSmle”-  °f 

charged  very  low  ; not  deducted  w SeC1Urit/  \ mterest 
able  whenever  loins  oi ^SSLJef0reha,ld'  but  Pa7' 
14189. — Agricultural  BanK^  n were  rePay*ble, 

w.th  nearest  branch  of  a Jdlt  S^bSTSuSS”* 
°N  WIrctt  A»™cns  HADE 

01  1 puiSe^  Z length 

alter  length  of  time  or  J Committee  might 

-lowed  and  J S 5SW  Sptft  ‘p”! 


RUSSELL,  Mr.  G. — continued. 

poses,  and  farmer’s  needs  met  in  every  way  • if  ret). 
ment  was  by  instalments,  interest  was  only  chared 
on  money  which  borrower  had  actually  had  the  fZ 
of;  greatest  care  exercised  in  management-  Com 
mittee  knew  a bad  debt  meant  a levy  among  members  •" 
money  only  lent  for  productive  or  profitable  purcoses’ 
or  for  saving  to  borrower,  14140.— Purposes  for  which 
loan  was  required  must  be  such  as,  in  committee’s 
opinion,  would  enable  borrower  to  make  profit  and 
pay  society  back  ; to  serve  on  committee  was  education 
m business  methods  for  fanners  ; borrowers  were  safe 
guarded  from  making  bad  investments,  their  sureties 
were  bound  with  them  for  repayment  and  to  see  sum 
applied  to  specified  purpose,  14143. 

Question  of  Sureties. 

Two  local  sureties  had  to  be  provided,  not  neces- 
sarily members  -of  society,  14144-5—  Witness  did  not 
think  this  an  excrescence  upon  Rafieisen  system  it 
inspired  confidence,  he  would  not  like  to  be  respon- 
sible for  starting  association  without  sureties,  14146- 
52. — Sureties  got  no  advantage,  they  were  prepared 
to  go  bail,  perhaps  in  hope  borrower  would  go  bail 
for  them  another  time,  14147,  14153-4— Clergymen  or 
landlord  might  be  surety  for  tenant ; small  fanners 
could  not  get  money  so  cheaply  from  ordinary  bank 
even  with  landlord’s  security,  14157-8— Witness 
wanted  to  make  system  absolutely  safe,  having  ad- 
vised both  Board  and  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
advance  money;  sureties  were  necessary  as  extra 
security,  14159,  14164. — If  a man  could  not  get  two 
sureties  he  would  not  like  him  to  borrow,  14160— 
They  were  not  a source  of  expense  to  borrower  as 
under  old  system,  14162-3— If  borrower  failed  to  meet 
obligation  co-operative  bank  could  recover  from  sureties 
if  it  chose,  14165. — Feeling  of  responsibility  on  part  of 
committee  not  lessened  by  having  sureties  ; Witness  al- 
ways explained  carefully  all  obstacles  in  way  of  a call 
on  score  of  unlimited  liability,  14168— Committee  was 
responsible  to  bank  for  making  good  its  loan,  and 
sureties  were  responsible  to  committee,  14169— Com- 
mittee had  discretion  to  accept  one  surety  only,  or  to 
accept  security  instead  of  surety,  in  cases  of  complete 
confidence  to  lend  without  any  sureties ; it  was  not 
advisable  to  accept  land  as  security,  14170. 

Recovery  of  Debts. 

If  borrower  could  not  pay  at  specified  time  through 
misfortune  committee  would  suspend  proceedings  for 
a reasonable  time,  14173. — Proportion  of  proceedings 
for  recovery  on  default  very  small,  14174— Borrower 
or  sureties  had  always  paid  up,  14175— Witness  h'd 
no  statistics  of  bad  debts,  thought  there  might  have 
been  a dozen  in  all  societies  together,  14176— Bank 
accounts  audited  every  year,  14178. 

Extent  of  Operations. 

Number  of  banking  societies  in  congested  districts 
ot  which  statistics  were  available  at  end  of  year  1905 
was  84, membership,  5,056,  loan  capital,  £15,185,  of 
wmcfi  £6,430  was  advanced  by  Board ; £6,520  was 
local  deposits,  and  £2,235  was  obtained  through  bank 
overdrafts,  that  was,  at  time  of  audit,  14179-81,  14244. 
—JN  umber  of  loans  granted  in  1905  was  3,352,  total 
amount  £14,331,  average  being  £4  5s.,  working  ex- 

arboub  18s.  per  bank ; net  profit  during 
jear,  £186  13s.  5^. 

Reserve  Fund. 

Reserve  fund  amounted  to  £288  Is.  7 d. ; societies 
id  not  aim  at  large  profits,  small  amount  of  margin 
between  interest  paid  and  received  went  to  reserve 
tP^’  1^44. — Reserve  of  accumulated  profits  at 
• d of  December,  1905,  for  societies  in  congested  dis- 
tncts  was  £288  U U.,  14192._This  was  not  trera- 
erred  to  joint  stock  bank,  but  became  part  of  capital, 

, re?,caPitalt  and  subject  to  same  risks  as  other 
capita  L ; it  was  a guarantee  practically,  because  the 
money  was  there,  14196,  14200—As  societies  went  on 
reserve  mounted  up  and  created  free  capital,  on  which 
o interest  was  paid  and  which  could  be  used  to  lend 
at  evf?  l°wer  rates ; in  twenty-five  years  all 
ocieties  would  have  large  free  capital;  liability,  hut 
also  membership,  was  increased,  14202— There  were 
twenty-seven  agricultural  societies,  with  membership 
oi  and  turnover  of  £7,155  in  1905  ; twenty-six 
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RUSSELL,  Mr.  G.— continued. 

co-operative  dairies,  either  wholly  or  partly  working 
in  congested  districts,  with  membership  of  5,975,  and 
turnover  of  £84,337,  these  added  to  credit  societies 
made  total  of  137  co-operative  societies  working  in 
congested  districts,  with  membership  14,150  and  trade 
turnover  of  £105,823,  14268. — Borrowing  was  very 
necessary  to  farmers,  and  rather  a good  sign  if  for 
productive  purposes,  14262. — System  was  spreading 
rapidly  inside  congested  districts  as  well  as  outside, 
14265,  14271. — Witness  would  give  figures  from  repot's 
of  Society  with  reference  to  loans,  etc.,  added  yearly : 
could  give  similar  table  for  rest  of  Ireland,  separating 
congested  districts,  14258,  14265. — Amount  of  capital 
in  banks  outside  congested  areas  was  larger  than  in- 
side, 14267. — Not  more  than  5 per  cent,  of  members 
of  banks  would  be  members  of  creameries ; there  were 
two  creameries  only  established  in  connection  with 
banks,  14270. — Farmers  in  poor  districts  were  more 
inclined  to  start  banks,  relief  was  so  much  greater, 
14273. 


Amount  or  Individual  Advances. 

Some  loans  were,  very  small,  £1  or  £2;  they  were 
generally  only  for  a year,  mostly  to  buy  young  pigs, 
14245-6. — Hard  to  realise  great  advantage  to  small 
farmers  of  receiving  loan  of  two  or  three 
pounds  at  reasonable  interest,  1425. — Number  of  mem- 
bers were  clergymen  and  schoolmasters,  who  came  as 
members  of  committee  and  did  not  need  loans,  14248. 
— Amount  of  local  deposit-  very  satisfactory,  showing 
confidence  created,  depositors  might  be  members  of 
society  or  not,  14181-3. 


Interest  on  Deposits. 

Interest  paid,  3,  3£,  or  4 per  cent.,  14184. — Average 
rate  allowed  on  deposit  by  joint  stock  banks  in  same 
district  lj-  per  cent.,  14185. — Members  could  generally 
invest  a few  pounds  more  profitably  in  own  business 
than  in  agricultural  banks,  14186. — Small  farmers 
very  poor,  if  sometimes  daughters  received  large 
dowries  there  was  considerable  juggling  over  it,  14186- 
9. — Much  money  could  not  be  expected  from  local 
sources ; for  some  time  agricultural  banks  must  de- 
pend on  aid  given  by  Board  and  overdrafts  from  joint 
stock  banks,  14190. — An  occasional  instance  of  bad 
debt  might  be  met  out  of  reserve  fund,  14191. — Most 
necessary  that  societies  should  be  closely  looked  after 
during  first  few  years  and  good  business  tradition 
created. 


Assistance  given  by  Irish  Agricultural  Organi- 
sation Society. 

Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  in  addi- 
tion to  organisation  and  instruction,  provided  rules, 
ledgers,  forms,  etc.,  free  of  expense  and  audited  ac- 
counts ; in  return  a small  affiliation  fee  was  payable ; 
societies  not  advised  to  start  on  large  scale  at  first, 
demand  for  money  might  be  miscalculated,  etc.,  and 
sums  lie  idle ; establishment  of  societies  tended  to 
make  low  rate  of  interest  prevail,  14202. — Small 
societies  had  practically  no  balance  at  banks,  all 
money  was  lent  out,  if  depositor  wanted  to  get  out 
deposit  at  once  they  used  bank  overdraft,  14203-4. 

Withdrawal  of  Deposits — Notice  required  for 
Large  Sums. 

Small  sums  paid  on  demand,  in  case  of  large  de- 
posits notice  was  required,  1420. — Notice  nominally  a 
fortnight,  but  in  case  of  £50  or  £60  deposit  special 
terms,  perhaps  for  three  months’  notice,  were  made. 
iaorv7 


Advantages  of  Banks. 

To  certain  extent  loans  were  immensely  profitable 
to  farmers ; profits  varied  from  100  to  200  per  cent, 
on  outlay  ; desirable  that  farmers  should  be  responsible 
to  each  other  and  not  to  local  traders ; sense  of 
mutual  responsibility  was  essence  of  system  ; societies 
had  been  started  in  poorest  districts,  and  while  in 
two  or  three  instances  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  had  advised  winding-up  a society,  in  no  case 
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had  there  been  loss  to  members  or  depositors,  14207. — 
There  had  never  been  a call  on  score  of  joint  and 
several  liability ; banks  were  of  great  use  and  steadily 
growing,  14241. — Instance  of  good  results  obtained, 
one  society  in  Mayo  had  been  means  of  closing  two 
drinking-shops,  as  no  member  found  guilty  of  drunk- 
enness was  permitted  to  receive  loan ; if  Board 
withdrew  aid  and  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  could  not  continue  work  of  supervision,  etc., 
banks  would  lapse  into  easy-going  methods  and  general 
lack  of  confidence  result,  14242-4. 

Relations  with  Traders. 

Societies  anxious  to  get  power  to  buy  seeds, 
manures,  etc.,  as  in  Continental  system,  14209.— 
Might  come  into  conflict  with  local  dealers,  but  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  down  prices,  14210. 
— Strong  feeling  on  part  of  small  traders  against 
societies,  but  it  was  diminishing,  farmers  becoming 
more  prosperous  had  more  to  spend,  14211. — There  was 
not  much  hostility  to  banks  so  long  as  they  simply 
lent  money,  but  great  hostility  to  their  starting  other 
forms  of  co-operative  industries,  14216-9. — Traders 
sometimes  gave  assistance  ; there  were  instances  where 
they  had  become  members  of  societies,  14219. — Banks 
were  really  thrift  societies  as  well,  14213-5. — Some 
towns  in  Ireland  in  decaying  condition ; witness 
thought  there  was  no  connection  between  that  and 
establishment  of  agricultural  banks  and  societies ; 
decay  was  general  decay  of  country ; in  a few  cases 
butter  markets  had  suffered  from  starting  of  co- 
operative societies,  14223. — There  would  be  diminu- 
tion in  demand  for  dairy  utensils  in  these  districts, 
14224. 

Overlapping  of  Creameries. 

Organisation  society  controlled  establishment  of 
creameries,  14225. — With  regard  to  complaint  of 
establishing  a creamery  in  Donegal,  and  subsequent 
establishment  of  another  within  prescribed  limits, 
there  had  been  an  organiser  in  that  district  who  did 
rot  give  satisfaction,  14227-8,  14231,  14240. — Over- 
lapping gave  great  trouble ; farmers  in  one  district 
would  refuse  to  send  milk  to  creamery  in  neighbouring 
district  and  start  one  of  their  own  ; a five  mile  limit 
might  be  reasonable,  14227. — Society  had  often  re- 
fused to  organise  creameries  where  they  thought  them 
undesirable,  but  farmers  could  start  them  themselves  j 
society  advanced  no  money  to  creameries,  14230. — 
Organiser  explained  system  of  dealing,  profits,  etc., 
and  tried  to  get  sufficient  share  capital;  experts  then 
might  find  suitable  place  for  creamery,  furnish  plans 
and  specifications,  advise  as  to  book-keeping,  etc., 
14231. — There  was  nothing  to  prevent  other  people 
taking  advantage  of  instruction  and  starting  rival 
creamery,  14234. — If  society  refused  affiliation,  far- 
mers could  register  themselves  free  of  expense  with 
Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  and  start  without 
their  assistance,  14235.— Out  of  400  creameries  num- 
ber started  against  Society’s  wishes  might  be  ten  01- 
twelve,  14236. — If  two  were  started  in  district  which 
could  only  support  one,  milk  supply  became  too  small 
and  one  must  collapse,  14237-8. — Therefore  also  butter 
could  not  be  put  on  the  market  at  price  to  compete 
with  foreign  butter,  14239-40. 

Assistance  given  by  Congested  Districts  Board. 

With  regard  to  assistance  in  establishing  banks, 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  paid  expenses  of  one 
organiser  operating  in  congested  districts  ; they  se- 
lected and  controlled  him,  but  had  no  means  of  per- 
sonal supervision ; witness  would  prefer  system  by 
which  society  received  a subsidy  from  Board  and  em- 
ployed their  own  organisers,  furnishing  their  expenses 
up  to  that  amount,  it  would  be  cheaper  for  the  Board, 
14274-82.—' There  was  at  present  a statement  of  their 
views  before  the  Board,  14276.— Bank  was  entitled  to 
receive  support  from  the  Board  if  organiser  could 
get  in  a district  thirty-five  members  at  least ; a report 
was  sent  in  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  or  to  De- 
partment, showing  number  of  members,  conditions, 
etc.,  and  they  used  their  discretion,  14295. — Fixed 
rules  would  be  inadvisable,  it  was  a matter  of  discre- 
tion, influenced  by  report  of  organiser  sent  to  investi- 
gate, 14296-7. — Organiser  very  experienced,  would  soon 
know  if  men  were  reliable,  14300. 
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Improvement  needed  in  Trading  Operations  in  the 
West. 

Three  methods  of  improving  condition  of  small 
farmers— (a)  enlargement  of  holdings ; (b)  technical 
instruction  and  improvement  of  means  of  production ; 
(c)  improvement  in  means  of  trading,  which  was  most 
important,  14282. — In  matter  of  poultry,  for  instance, 
farmers  would  not  pay  attention  to  improving  breed 
unless  this  were  followed  by  improved  prices  ; transit 
would  largely  be  settled  by  buying  and  selling  in  bulk, 
14283. — Witness  was  anxious  that  farmers  should 
cease  to  buy  on  credit  from  shops  and  have  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  loans,  buying  implements,  seeds, 
etc.,  and  selling  produce  through  medium  of  societies, 
14284a.— Thought  when  they  paid  cash  for  require- 
ments, they  could  make  a fairly  good  bargain,  14285. 
Efforts  made  by  Board,  which  did  not  take  into  ac- 
count necessity  of  complete  change  of  trading  system 
must  result  in  disappointment ; witness  had  examined 
prices  m Galway  and  also  in  parish  in  Connemara, 
thirty  miles  off,  and  found  an  increase  of  from  50  to 
100  per  cent.  ; calculated  that  farmers  were  being 
allowed  by  local  traders  only  3d.  worth  of  value  for 
every  shilling’s  worth  of  produce,  14284. 

Educational  Effect  of  Banks. 

With  regard  to  educational  benefits  resulting,  they 
had  found  men  who  did  not  even  know  what  interest 
was,  who  afterwards  became  very  progressive,  in  many 
SiS"  establishment  of  agricultural  societies  followed, 
hv  c Yas  VIsual  thine  for  farmers  to  be  in  debt, 
14305-7  JStem  Hey  WGre  SraduaUy  helped  out  of  it) 

Document  put  in  ly  Mr.  0.  Russell. 
Agricultural  Credit  Society's  Statistics,  1905,  297 

WRENCH,  Right  Hon.  P.  S. 

Experience  of  Witness. 
was  an  States  Commissioner,  and  had 
ter/  i m-^y  Zears  member  of  Congested  Districts 
rtei  having  been  appointed  to  represent  agricdU 
cure  on  formation  of  Board,  and  only  giving  up  mem- 

.wouH-10.—  Had  farmed  all  Ins  life,  on  his  own  ad 

. — “——a 

Land  Purchase  Work  of  Board 

w-’p  5-54S&*ar 

mam  *££££  j3PY 

Lm  PraoH*S%  KOI  AI  FIRST  CONTEMPLATED,  FOUND 
LATER  TO  BE  NECESSARY. 


It 


14327  14356  ,of  congestion,  14311-14317. 

JS?  aM teeote  iT*  **  W-  00111(1  1)6  “ 

wirhou ttotSg  the  districts  elevated, 

tenant,  14318— ft  hpm-nf^10nSlllp  ol  ^andlord  and 
could  W te  affJSed * fPP^t  that  this 
from  landlord  toreSLt;  wLfT*ip 

of  transfer,  14319-20.  B 1 feeling  was  in  favour 

Doubt  as  to  Bourn's  Power  IO  Purchase. 
Question  of  purchase  forced  itself  on  , 

they  were  of  opinion  that  scaroalv  ot,  -Boara,  and 

- 1- 
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being  snob  as  they  were,  14?51._Purohasmg  pow„. 
had  been  definitely  conferred  on  Board  by  Act  of  18df 
to  which  the  Ffrench  Estate  gave  rise  14357  9 ’ 
Board’s  first  proposal  was  for  the  Ffrench  Estate  •"  th„ 
attempt  being  successful,  brought  on  others  14321 

Provision  of  Funds  for  Purchase  Purposes. 

Up  to  1806  land  could  only  be  bought  with  Board’s 
income,  and  no  advance  for  the  purpose  obtained 
Land  Commission,  14360-l.-Po^e/of  getting  m0n“ 
for  purchase  from  Land  Commission  was  given  in 
1896 , 143«.-Wihh  regard  to  guarantee  depS ’ “ 
quired  by  Land  Commission  previous  to  1894,  witness 
thought  this  guarantee  first  came  into  operation  on 
purchase  of  Dillon  Estate,  14364. 

Difficulty  of  Migration  without  Purchase 
Migration  Specifically  Contemplated.  ’ 
Congested  Districts  Board  Act  specifically  contem 
plated  migration,  14329-0.— It  was  not  clearly  indi 
cated  what  Board’s  functions  were  for  that  purpose 
14331.— Witness  was  member  of  Land  Commissi™ 
(having  been  appointed  in  1887),  when  Congested  D'a 
trusts  Board  Bill  was  brought  in,  but  could  hot  remem- 
ber whether  Land  Commissioners  were  consulted  on  the 
piroblem  of  migration,  14332-4,  14344.— Object  of  Bill 
was  to  establish  a Board  to  elevate  people,  who 
were  existing  tenants  of  existing  landlords,  14336-7  — 
When  considering  whether  to  deal  with  an  estate 
Board  did  not  first  ascertain  whether  estate  had  been 
purchased  or  not,  14338.— Migration  was  not  dds- 
rem^y^l^g ^l**’  Boarf  did  not  think  a Practical 

Powers  and  Duties  of  Board. 
reSar-d  Powers  and  duties  of  Boajrd  under 
the  Act,  witness  did  not  think  he  had  ever  read  over 
duties  conferred  on  them;  at  first  meeting  Mr. 
14346  r 1 8,1,1  down  a3ld  discussed  their  duties,  14342, 

Condition  of  Swinford  Union  and  Port  Royal 
Estate. 

Before  starting  to  investigate  doings  of  Gorman 
Colonization  Commission  witness  and  Mr.  H.  Doran 
went  through  great  part  of  Swinford,  Union,  a 
miserably  poor  part  of  Ireland,  where  the  land  and 
migratory  labour  provided  only  means  of  support ; and 
also  inspected  Port  Royal  Estate,  which  had  been  re- 
centiy  purchased  by  Congested  Districts  Board  ; witness 
m in  Poland  01  Russia  houses  so  wretched 

2L!S!“  ,°ivth25®  011  Estate;  the  Board’s 

iSS  nlth  01  Mother  M-  Bernard,  and  the 

Jraaish  Committees  started  by  Father  O’Halra,  had 
teP1*tlVe  °f-  good’  bufc  UP  to  1898.  »uly  tho 
fringe  of  the  question  had  been  touched ; at  Boaird’s 
progreSS  time,  it  would  take  several 

to  P1^1"06  marked  effect  in  purchase  and 
redistribution  of  estates;  witness  thought  progress 
gb*  5®  ^Cflfated  by  actually  getting  hold  of  a 
b g^te>  M365,  14368-70. — This  ltd  up  to  purchase 
of  Dillon  Estate,  14371,  14381. 

Defects  and  Advantages  in  Constitution  of  Board 

AS  COMPARED  WITH  A DEPARTMENT. 

inevitable  wMt  a Board 
woo  ™ lbu.tid>  ti*at  was,  not  of  business  people;  it 
f ^ffficult  for  a Board  to  carry  out  work  than 

for  a Department,  14365,  14373,  14383.— Had  Board 
1 a Government  Department,  work  would  have 
^ much  qureker,  but  probably  such  a body  would 
TWote  f ?fficient  for  its  purpose,  14384-5.— 

+ Pv  !lad  ~bls  advantage  that  it  was  in  daily 

officials  14389-90.  —There  was  consider- 
dlfficultie6  m the  Act  of  1891  itself,  14388.— 
fter  Posing  of  Act  of  1896,  there  was  no  pro- 
“V®  oin  sab?  by  Board  of  holdings  to  occupiers 
mVi  tills  rendered  progress  difficult,  14375-6, 
1dV77  « 1 ^.enabling  was  passed  subsequently, 

p j regarded  Congested  Districts 

‘ . 35  having  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  ooun- 

some  members  did  not  profess  knowledge  of  the 
14391-2. — Witness  had  never  been  in 
• l wl*b  BuaJd  with  such  knowledge  of  congested 
districts,  14394-5. — Constitution  of  Board  was  the 
JJJJJJI  originally  formed,  though  personnel  had 
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Representative  cf  Agriculture  on  Board. 

Witness  represented  agriculture,  did  not  think  there 
was  such  a representative  now,  14397,  14400,  14413. — 
There  were  two  permanent  official  members,  of  whom 
witness  was  one,  14398-9.— In  place  of  a member  of 
Land  Commission  representing  agriculture  on  the 
Board,  the  Under-Secretary  was  named  under  legisla- 
tion of  1903,  this  was  only  real  change,  14401— 
Father  O’Hara  was  appointed  temporary  member,  not 
specially  to  represent  agriculture,  but  was  placed  on 
Agricultural  Committee;  at  first  Board  was  worked 
by  number  of  small  committees,  afterwards  every  one 
was  put  on  every  committee,  14402,  14408. — Father 
O’Hara  and  witness  were  on  the  Board  at  the  same 
time,  14409. — Witness  was  not  aware  that  section  of 
Act  of  Parliament  reading: — “t  shall  be  lawful  for 
Bis  Majesty  to  appoint  one  or  more  persons,  not  ex- 
ceeding three,  to  bo  temporary  members  of  the  Board 
for  the  purpose  of  the  business  of  the  Board  relating 
to  fisheries,  agriculture,  or  other  special  matters” 
appeared  in  Father  O’Hara’s  warrant,  though  he 
remembered  it  in  his  own  warrant,  14403. — In  1895 
Father  O’Hara  succeeded  Colonel  Peacocke,  the  first 
temporary  member,  who  was  an  engineer,  14410-2, 
14422. — Witness  believed  Father  O’Hara  knew  a great 
deal  about  agriculture,  he  was  an  acute  and  keen 
observer,  and  his  knowledge  of  local  conditions  was 
useful  to  Board,  witness  used  to  discuss  questions 
with  him,  14414-6,  14418-9.— As  to  temporary  mem- 
bers, the  idea  was  to  have  members  from  different 
districts  succeeding  one  another ; they  had  the  same 
voting  powers  as  others,  14420-1. — Did  not  come 
necessarily  from  congested  district',  14422. 

Number  of  Meetings  of  Board. 

Board  met  once  a month  in  full,  and  Committees 
on  two  days,  they  had,  as  a rule,  three  days  a month ; 
special  meetings  of  Board  and  Committee  were  sum- 
moned when  required,  14404-7. 

Difficulty  in  Improving  Estates  not  purchased. 

In  dealing  with  congestion,  definite  propositions 
to  be  home  in  mind  were ; (a.)  desirability  that  either 
tenants  should  have  purchased  their  holdings,  or 
Board  have  purchased  the  estate,  before  effecting  im- 
provements out  of  public  funds;  in  addition  to  diffi- 
culty of  allocating  imijvovements  Should  the  case 
come  before  the  Courts  for  fixation  of  fan- 
rents,  there  was  inherited  distrust  in  tenant’s 
mind  that  landlord  would  take  advantage  of 
improvements,  and  public  improvements  could  not 
bo  turned  to  same  account  as  if  made  on  land  where 
occupier  regarded  himself  as  owner,  14423. — The  term 
“ allocation  of  improvements  ” expressed  idea  that 
difficulty  might  arise  in  saying  what  was  fair  to  allow 
tenant  for  what  he  had  done  when  improvements  had 
been  carried  out  both  by  Boa  rd  and  tenant,  while  rela- 
tions between  landlord  and  reliant-  were  controlled 
by  Act  of  1881,  14424-5. — Tenant  might  possibly  get 
credit  for  improvements  effected  by  public  money ; 
in  absence  of  statement  that  visible  improvements 
had  been  made  by  Board,  the  inspector  must  allow 
their  value  to  tenant,  as  against  landlord,  14426-9. — 
This  would  not  be  to  detriment  of  landlord,  since  he 
had  not  made  improvements;  as  far  as  Board  was 
concerned  that  was  how  they  spent  theiir  money, 
14430-1. — Under  Act  of  1881,  landlord  could  bring  ten- 
ant into  court  at  end  of  fifteen  years  to  get  increased 
rent;  if  tenant  had  made  improvements,  he  would 
urge  that  plea;  witness  did  not  recollect  any  illegal 
claims  having  been  made  to  increase  rent  on  tenant’s 
improvements,  14432-5,  14441. — Or  on  those  effected 
by  Congested  Districts  Board,  14442. — Tenants  might 
believe  that  landlords  would  attempt  to  increase 
rent  in  view  of  Board’s  impi-ovements,  14436-7. — In 
case  of  newly-drained  land  no  doubt  land  would 
be  more  valuable,  drainage  might  be  accepted 
as  improvement  affecting  claim  to  rent,  14438- 
8- — There  was  a danger,  if  improvements  were 
made  _ before  purchase,  of  such  improvements 
going  into  rent,  14440. — Sub-Commission,  in  fixing 
rent,  did  so,  on  value  of  holding  at  moment  of  view, 
14443. — If,  fifteen  years  ago;  a property  had  no 
RrtenaJ  drainage,  rent  would  be  fixed  according  as 
Commission  found  the  land ; if,  during  interval 
Board  opened  up  arterial  drainage,  Sub-Commission 
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would  put  a higher  value  on  land,  14444-5. — Drain- 
age would  affect  character  of  land,  in  time,  but  not 
at  once,  14458. — What  must  be  done  in  each  case 
was  to  fix  rent  of  land  as  fit  stood,  then  take  off  value 
of  improvements  to  arrive  at  a fair  rent,  14446. — 
Witness  had  valued  cases  that  were  before  Sub-Com- 
mission before  he  was  appointed  Commissioner, 
14448-9. — Procedure  was  that  Land  Commissioner 
valued  land  as  he  found  it,  on  assumption  that  all 
improvements  were  landlord’s;  afterwards  tenant 
proved  his  own  improvements  in  court,  in  order  that 
their  value  might  be  deducted1,  14451-4. — It  ought 
not  to  be  possible  for  court  to  suppose  that  landlord 
was  entitled  to  higher  rent  in  virtue  of  Board’s  im- 
provements, but  there  might  exist  some  confusion  in 
the  mincl  of  person  deciding,  14455-7. 

Productiveness  of  Land  under  Grass  and  under 

Tillage. 

A second  point-  to  be  borne  in  mind  was  ( b ) that 
land  at  present  in  tenants’  hands  could,  by  proper 
dirainage  and  cultivation,  be  made  to  produce  at 
least  double  its  present  production;  also  (c)  that  pro- 
ductive power  of  certain  class  of  land  under  cultiva- 
tion, was  far  greater  than  that  of  same  land  under 
grass,  14458. — Cultivation  of  course  included  suffi- 
cient manuring;  this  raised  the  question  of  stock, 
14459-61.— If  fifty  acres  of  such  land  as  witness  meant 
were  properly  wdrked,  enough  green  crops  might  be 
grown  to  feed  large  number  of  cattle ; this  would  be 
more  profitable  than  grass,  14462. — On  holding  of 
thirty  acres,  if  one  half  were  tilled  and  the  other 
half  kept  as  grass,  it  would  be  possible  to  carry  as 
many  head  of  cattle  as  a-f  one  half  had  not  been 
tilled ; especially  where,  as  so  often  the  case,  grass 
was  neglected  and  unmanuired,  14465. — Effect  of  culti- 
vation would  he  to  put  larger  quantity  of  manure  on 
the  fifteen  acres  left  under  grass,  14466. — This  im- 
plied better  system  of  agriculture,  which  was  one  of 
Board’s  objects,  14467-8. 

Price  of  Land.— Landlord  ought  to  get  his  Net 
Income. 

Another  point  (d)  was  that  many  owners  of  ten- 
anted and  of  grazing  lands  in  or  near  congested  dis- 
tricts would  be  inclined  to  sell  if  they  felt  that  they 
would  be  fairly  treated,  14468.— This  was  written  in 
1898,  and  as  to  price,  witness  agreed  with  principle 
admitted  by  Land  Conference  that  owner  ought  to 
i»efc  a sum  which,  invested  at  reasonable  interest, 
depending  on  district,  would  bring  him  in  his  net 
income,  14473-5,  14571. — This  was  best  basis  for  pur- 
chase, though  not  basis  the  Estates  Commissioners 
could  approach  at  present,  14572. — In  buying  tenanted 
land  landlord’s  annual  income  ought  to  be  considered, 
14566. — Question  would  be  determined  by  landlord’s 
books  in  extreme  cases  ; income  might  cease  some  day  ; 
in  ordinary  cases  net  income  would  be  determined  by 
observations  over  a series  of  years,  thus  avoiding 
securing  a person  permanently  an  income  which  had 
been  uncertain,  14476-7,  14479. — Given  such  terms 
people  would  not  require  compulsion,  but  in  compul- 
sory cases  witness  would  give  vendor  at  least  his  net 
income,  if  not  more,  14480. — Much  could  be  done  both 
by  purchasing  grazing  lands  to  be  divided  into  suit- 
able holdings  for  migration,  and  by  buying  untenanted 
estates  and  adopting  lines  of  German  colonisation, 
with  resident  manager  to  bring  about  better  system 
of  cultivation  and  to  direct  improvements,  such  as 
increased  supply  of  manure,  14481. 

Sub-Division. 

Supervision  of  estates  might  become  necessary  if 
reports  were  true  of  holdings  on  purchased  estates 
being  divided ; it  might  also  be  advisable  to  take 
powers  to  enable  Board  of  Works  to  advance  money 
for  approved  co-operative  purposes,  14481. — Sub- 
division might  be  stopped  by  annual  inspection,  not 
much  had  been  done  about  checking  it  at  present,  but 
in  places  like  Rosmuck  sub-division  practically  created 
a rabbit-warren,  and  strong  measure  should  be  taken  to 
suppress  it  where  existing,  14482-4. — Sometimes  land 
was  divided  and  separate  dwelling  erected,  sometimes 
out-office  used  for  house ; the  resul  was  that 
there  was  less  land  to  use  and  an  increase 
of  poorer  houses,  14487-90. — With  regard  to 
powers  of  checking  it,  the  question  had  been  brought 
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before  Land  Commission,  but  no  actual  steps 
taken,  14491-2. — There  were,  statutory  powers  regu- 
lating it  in  fair  rent  courts  by  Act  of  1903,  but  they 
were  difficult  to  put  into  operation,  14493-6. — No 
regular  inquiries  had  been  made  by  Land  Commission 
or  by  Congested  Districts  Board  as  to  extent  of  pre- 
valence ; there  was  a system  of  police  reports,  14497-9. 
—Witness  had  heard  that  there  was  much  sub-division 
in  Lettermullen  ; it  existed  chiefly  in  such  poor  dis- 
trict like  this  was  fishing,  kelp,  and  some  peat  trading, 
14600-1. — All  along  Spiddal  coast  turf  trade  was  the 
great  thing,  14602. — Large  family  looked  upon  as  a for- 
tune in  Connemara,  where  people  depended  largely 
upon  peat  trade  and  kelp  burning,  14603.— It  increased 
a man’s  wealth  to  keep  his  sons  at  home,  but  often 
young  men  could  make  better  living  by  going  to 
America  or  other  parts,  14604. — Where  work  was 
fishing,  etc.,  family  got  on  better  if  sons  stayed  at 
home,  14605. 

Fishing  Village  suggestion. 

It  might  be  possible  for  Board  to  keep  land  on 
which  to  build  a little  village,  but  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  create  a lot  of  houses  which,  if  fish  dis- 
appeared, might  become  vacant,  14608-10.— Such  a 
V1“*ge  : might  be  desirable  in  some  localities, 
14611-2,  14619. — In  case  of  building  village  to 
avoid  sub-division,  Board,  rather  than  people,  ought 
to  build  and  lay  out  area,  14614.— People  in  these 
places  were  not  exactly  farmers,  14615-6.— Sub- 
division  caused  a great  deal  by  marriage  of  sons  ; it 
would  be  a sounder  policy  to  develop  fishing  industry 
than  to  try  to  make  such  people  farmers,  14618-20. 

Purchase  op  Dillon  Estate. 

*°  test  witness's  land  purchase  recommen. 
.ions  suggested  approaching  Lord  Dillon  as  to 
P”“  °f  Mayo’  valuecl  at  £20,000 
tenants  q<fC“£ied  by  b^tw?en  3,000  and  4,000 
eSded  £13 2'~X  appeared  that  Lord  Dillon  re- 
garded  £13,000  as  outside  annual  net  income:  in  this 

tate  Srlt  ^ andt,Mr-  D°ran  were  shown  es 

&S&&  « SS£- 

- ought  he  was  absolute  owner  of  estate  145131 
or  Lmmoib’,  a™  Tenant-Right 

sir8-'"— 

55S* 

land  might  be  worse  in  14542.—^ Untenanted 

lor  it  ,h»„  for 

land  Tnto^plotaiind 

get  fabulous  in.;™.  ? c ii  *8  “iem  up  to  auction  might 


land  into  plots  and  miH-inn  *i,T“ ® 0UI  ^tenanted 
get  fabulous  prices  ff  2 ere  1 UfP  to  auction  might 
'0. — There  w^Trettyfr^  market>  14568- 

wanted  to  sell ; P0f  course  ten^t®6  fmj  te"ant  who 
of  land  where  demand  exceeded  tS  P?ld  al)0ve  price 
purchase  of  holdings  rfSte £? 14675-6. -In 
landlord  and  tenant,  lSlS  be  Ifu8ht  of  both 
depended  on  circumstances  of  holdtef  °f-  tenant'right 
a tenant-right  might  seU  for  in  d«  g8’  ?n  s°me  eases 

teis  ' there  was  no  fixed  princhdl  ?S  ^ndiord’s  in- 
— When  Board  bought  untenanted  14524-7. 

h St°°d  at  what  they  conside1redd  ftheyib°Ught 

£r„tbr1«^ 

to  Auction,  14628-30 — Landlord,”1^  5^^ 


WRENCH,  Right  Hon.  F.  S.— continued. 

would  not  have  a bidder,  14531-2.— Witness  could  „• 
concrete  example  of  price  of  tenanted  and  untenaS 
lands;  on  Lord  Clanmoms’s  Estate  Estates 
missioners  paid  £62,840  for  4,047  acres  of  untenanted 
xand,  at  £15  10s.  per  acre,  and  £63,406  fj 
acres  of  tenanted  land,  at  £11  17s.  per  acre  14raV 

r ivs’  -P™*8?  gi™  f“'  tenanted  lind,  „d 
28  06  for  untenanted,  not  on  rental,  but  on  tenement 
valuation;  the  difference  between  two  numbers  woS 
be  value  of  tenants’  right ; it  was  difficult  to  will 
out  what  it  was  worth,  14549-50,  14557-61 —For  +L 
rent  they  gave  23' 7 years’  purchase,  14552.'— Tenants 
on  Clanmoms  Estate  worked  land  well,  14545. 

Valuation  as  Test  of  Value. 

Too  much  faith  must  not  be  put  in  Government 
valuation  known  as  Griffith’s  valuation,  because  it 
varied  in  different  places,  being  carried  out  at  differ- 
ent periods,  14555-6.— Government  valuation  of  Kerrv 
very  low  compared  to  rental  of  land,  because  Kerrv 
one  of  the  first  counties  dealt  with  by  Sir  R.  Griffith 
generaIly  sPeaki“g,  was  no  guide  at  all’ 
i4583-4  — Tins  arose  from  lapse  of  time  and  difference 
which  had  occurred  m values,  famine  had  intervened 
there  was  striking  difference  between  this  valuation 
and  actual  value,  14585,  14990-l._Great  improve 
men ts  had  been  made,  but  valuation  had  never  W, 

14987  a 1¥S8?'rI*  test  01  lettine  ™lue  now, 
I4ya7-S.— Land  Commissioners  omitted  it  in  their  re 
tarns  as  being  unreliable,  14989,-Famine  made  » 
great  difference  m the  way  of  valuation;  counties 
valued  first  were  valued  lowest,  14994.— Witness  did 
not  know  conditions  on  which  Clanmorris  Estate  was 
FaS*  ' 149,92-TI)id  think  that  before 

Famine  pasure  land  was  valued  low  and  til- 

AafLJbgh  +fnd  afteiTards  the  reverse>  because 
^ T’iJA  was  about  the  highest  in 

?boutnd2514,i9d'~Gtnffith  !t,at6d  that  his  valuation  was 
Pfi  ce"t-  on  the  average  different  then; 
£o  14907°Rld  5°  re,P!'eSent  letting  value  sixty  years 
k!w4:9I'8TS  C0?d  ter^1  rents  nowadays  were  often 
betew  and  often  above  Griffith’s  valuation,  14999-0. 
bvPrriffith  T dl?ubt  higher  now  than  those  used 
by  Griffith  foi  valuation  m Kerry,  14588-90.— Prices 
IZfIa?fblislled’  14589. — -Cost  of  labour  and 
production  had  gone  up,  14591. 

Importance  op  Industries. 

A<\tin?e  °*  Purchase  of  Dillon  Estates  witness  re- 
scheme  S Government  on  German  Government’s 
atte^tnf^  l nAS^10n  ,ln  Polish  Provinces,  calling 
tetStn^meth?d8  adopted  for  improving  agricul- 
to  il  inCrL;  witness  had  been  employed  in  Sorts 
social  t nhi  geiStrn  fo?  sixteen  years  and  bad 
fS£^iaCefakl^  industry  of  Erris  dis- 
lace  work ptJ0'  year  amount  reoeived  by 

MnST,S.”S8g.158!  ''»>»»“»  ■>' 

Three  Classes  of  Congested  Districts. 

intend  6, ™et tbree  Classes  of  ingested  districts-(l) 
intend  mountainous  estates,  such  as  parts  of  Kerrv 

little  ,0r  no  nntenanted  tend  fi? 
wherfneSfte  ! (2),  ^°?e  lyinS  along  Atlantic  shores, 
\lnj,S  by  fishing,  etc.,  and  culti- 
Istend^Cor  ldingS  f°J  USe  of  own  Emilies,  such  as 
tnd  Lette,^or  mnriian,d  Promontories  of  Lettermullen 
iues  had  W v,  ,,,  pbiefly  agricultural,  where  hold- 

improvemif  ¥d  ln™ndale  and  are  capable  of 

improvement,  such  as  Dillon  Estate,  14582. 

Change  in  System  of  collecting  Returns  of  Prices. 

but^jf  it"?**  valuation  was  on  buildings,, 

of  collect i-n o'  rvr-a^y  dxff?rent  system  had  been  started 

S5afipT  nr published  by  Agricul- 

then  morp  or  tef*  WGre  based  on  actual  sales,  before 
of  "ettino  rot  8 ? Uess  work,  14593. — Present  system 
wit!? hete  ^rnsFrorn  fairs  and  markets  was  started 
» a?en  1887  i Department 

were  bas^d  on  eeb?y  r.eturns  of  markets,  and  prices- 
Siei  wopf?  ‘ramactione,  14694-5.-W 

stance  if  Pfl-noA-ake  Pia.C6  ln  price  of  stock,  for  in- 
Canadian  cattle  were  admitted,  14596-7. 
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Reclamation  of  Inferior  Land. 

Class  I.  (in  witness’s  division  of  estates)  was 
capable  of  little  improvement,  as  reclamation  of  peaty 
land  was  generally  unsuccessful ; improvements  in 
dwellings,  fences,  etc.,  possible,  but  such  estates  to  be 
arnroadied  with  caution,  14624. — Witness  did  not  be- 
lieve in  reclaiming  large  tracts  of  bog,  a great  deal 
of  small  reclamation  had  been  done  and  was  bene- 
ficial, 14625-7. — This  generally  done  by  people  cutting 
out  bog  near  their  holdings ; about  two  feet  of  it 
above  gravel  had  to  be  left,  14630-2. — Occasionally 
top-soil  reclaimed,  but  a sounder  method  was  to  leave 
sufficient  bog  to  mix  with  sub-soil,  this  made  fair 
land,  14633-4. — Great  deal  of  this  land  more  fit  for 
grazing ; it  was  hardly  fit  to  live  on  and  could  not 
grow  good  crops,  except  sometimes  potatoes,  but  would 
graze  fair  number  of  cattle,  where  not  too  wet,  14628, 
14635. — Much  could  be  done  by  surface  draining, 
14636. — Rough  drainage  need  not  prevent  cattle  being 
put  on,  14637-8. — Whether  peaty  soil  could  be  re- 
claimed depended  on  nature  of  sub-soil  and  lie  of 
land,  deep  bog  might  be  worth  it,  14639-40. — Pure 
turf  bog  made  miserable  holdings,  some  acres  of  good 
land  with  it  were  a different  thing,  14641-2. — To 
depend  on  bog  holdings  alone  would  be  fatal,  and 
the  encouragement  of  people  to  reclaim  them  a mis- 
take, 14643. 


Development  of  Trades  and  Industries  as  Remedy. 

Most  hopeful  remedy  for  Class  II.  was  the  develop- 
ment of  prevalent  trades  and  industries,  as  done  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  14624. — Some  of  family 
being  employed  in  lace-making,  etc.,  made  great  differ- 
ence ; people  became  more  prosperous  and  civilised, 
14645. — It  was  not  civilised  that  animals  and  people 
should  occupy  one  room  ; girls  after  going  to  classes, 
tried  to  improve  home  surroundings,  14646-7. — 
Perhaps  industries  could  not  be  introduced  to  really 
touch  population  amounting  to  175,000,  but  Board 
had  done  a great  deal ; it  was  difficult  to  do  more 
than  had  been  done  or  to  introduce  any  fresh  form 
of  industry,  14651-2. — Not  much  more  than  had  been 
done  could  be  looked  for,  14653,  14656. — In  spots 
where  there  were  accessories,  such  as  fishing,  cottage 
industries,  etc.,  the  western  peasants  lived  better  life 
than  those  inland,  who  depended  entirely  on  small 
holdings;  for  the  former,  a small  increase  of  land 
which  might  tempt  them  to  try  to  live  on  land  alone 
would  be  questionable  benefit,  14624. 

Improvement  of  Holdings. 

Remedies  available  for  Class  III.  were  striping  of 
rundale  holdings,  drainage,  especially  where  dyna- 
mite blasting  of  rocks,  etc.,  was  necessary  ; instruc- 
tion in  better  agriculture,  growth  of  forage  crops, 
and  so  on,  fencing  of  cattle  and  sheep  runs ; tenants 
of  large  holdings  could  be  migrated  and  holdings  left 
vacant  amalgamated;  dislike  to  migration  tended  to 
become  a less  formidable  obstacle,  14644. 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

As  to  agricultural  instruction,  witness  could  not 
speak  of  Board’s  work  during  last  three  years,  but 
thought  what  had  been  done  ought  to  be  continued  ; 
example  plots  and  the  growing  of  different  varieties  ol 
?a/W7°eS  * „ Pe.°Ple’s  instruction  had  done  great  good. 
14678  AU  thlS  WaR  essential  in  congested  districts^ 


Question  as  to  how  long  Industries  should  con- 
tinue TO  BE  ASSISTED. 

As  to  having  now  given  nursing  of  industries  a fair 
chance,  it  would  be  a pity  for  Board  to  cease  their 
efforts  ; teaching  of  classes,  machinery  for  selling  pro- 
duce, etc.,  must  be  kept  up,  14666-9.— -Idea  always 
was  to  teach  people  a thing,  and  then  ’f  possible  let 
lliem  run  it  alone,  14670. — Instruction  in  lace-making 
could  not  be  stopped  with  fresh  girls  coming  on, 
14672. — Industries  took  . long  time  to  start ; Clones 
lace  industry  was  started  50  years  ago  in  famine 
times;  it  had  gone  on  for  last  thirty  years  without 
assistance,  14673-5. — Straw-bottle  industry  bad  been 
an  unsuccessful  experiment;  witness  could  recall  no 
other,  14679-82. 

Migration. 

As  to  migration  for  congestion,  it  would  be  better 
to  migrate  larger  occupiers ; for  small  men  a change 
from,  for  example,  Connemara  to  Roscommon  would 
be  too  great,  14683. — 'Witness  knew  of  people  with 
large  holdings  in  the  West  who  if  they  could  get 
more  central  holding  would  give  up  Western  lands 
for  purpose  of  helping  smaller  tenants,  they  would 
move  to  any  suitable  district,  14684-5. — 'Such  occu- 
piers would  be  men  of  great  enterprise ; but  a policy 
of  removing  all  the  more  successful  and  enterprising 
occupiers  from  a district  would  be  a misfortune,  14688. 
— Remaining  occupants  it  could  seldom  be  placed 
in  really  flourishing  agricultural  condition,  as  they 
could  not  compete  with  more  favoured  districts ; 
tendency  of  the  age  was  against  farmer  who  could  not 
produce  corn  or  cattle  of  best  quality,  and  difficulty 
of  selling  bad  cattle  at  any  price  very  great ; system 
of  small  cultivation  might  'be  vastly  improved,  but 
people  must  not  he  encouraged  ito  believe  that,  even 
when  they  became  proprietors,  they  could  compete 
with  experts,  either  in  beef  or  best  class  of  corn, 
14689,  14697-8. 

Breeding  of  inferior  Cattle  a false  Economy. 

Difficulty  of  selling  bad.  cattle  had  been  much 
driven  home  of  late  years,  both  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  Department  of  Agriculture  had  done  im- 
mense amount  towards  improvement  of  cattle,  14690- 
1. — Among  people  themselves  there  was  tendency  to 
improve  breed,  though  many  went  on  breeding  bad 
cattle,  14692. — Character  of  cattle  had  changed  very 
much  in  last  fifteen  years  in  congested  districts ; 
most  notable  improvement  had  been  .in  Connemara  ; 
attending  fairs,  etc.,  did  great  good,  14693. — Many 
small  holders  produced  cattle  that  practically  could 
not  be  sold  for  fattening,  but  small  holding  if  pro- 
perly  worked,  did-  not  of  itself  prevent'  their  doing  so, 
assuming  right,  class  of  cattle  was  got,  14695-6. — 
Land  sales  under  Act  of  1903  had  'been  effected  in 
these  districts,  14699-700. — Sales  were  based  upon  judi- 
cial rents,  and  therefore  all  circumstances  of  holding, 
district,  etc.,  had  been  taken  into  account  in  fixing 
rent,  14701. — As  to  foreign  importation,  cattle  must 
be  graded  up  to  meet  it,  14702.— In  the  finished  article 
it  was  impossible  to  compete  with  foreigners  ; pro- 
vince of  small  farmers  was  to  produce  store  cattle 
and  sell  them  for  finishing,  14703-4. — Many  cattle 
were  sent  to  England  and  'Scotland  to  be  finished ; 
cattle  for  grazing  lands  of  Ireland  nearly  all  bought 
in  the  spring,  14705. — Perhaps  one-third  of  stores 
were  bought  by  Irish  graziers  and  two-thirds  by  Eng- 
land at  a rough  guess,  14710-1. — Small  occupier  as  a 
rule  sold  his  cattle  -at  autumn  fairs,  14706. 


Carpet  Industry. 

Board  had  taken  up  Mr.  Morton’s  suggestion  thf 
tney  should  offer  him  facilities  for  starting  carpi 
industry  in  Ireland  and  it  was  introduced,  14657  - 
Ihere  were  four  factories,  a small  grant  was  mac 
Q w“!ldlng  ’ theve  was  no  subsidy  now,  1465! 
• Witness  was  not  aware  that  carpet  industry  wi 
“e..now.  unassisted  by  Board ; did  not  kio 

“did! tlK  try  Glentiea  h*d  «*' 


Foxford  Woollen  Industry 


Foxford 
Dot  now  ; 
refunded ; 


had  'teen  largely  subsidised  et  first,  but 
some  of  subsidy,  witness  thought,  had  been 
loan  was  certainly  repaid,  14661-4. 


Effect  on  Cattle  Industry  of  cutting  up  Grazing 
Lands. 

If  demand  for  stores  for  grazing  land  were 
diminished  it  would  have  bad  effect  on  breed- 
ing of  cattle,  14707-9. — Had  not  examined  into 
probable  effect  on  small  holders  of  transfor- 
mation of  grazing  land  into  small  holdings,  14712- 
4- — Id  creating  small  holdings  to  relieve  congestion 
one  could  only  be  guided  by  what  other  hold- 
ings had  done ; it  would  require  total  change  in  work- 
lng  of  farms  to  bring  about  fattening  of  cattle  on 
half-tillage  holdings,  because  small  holders  sold  their 
cattle  at  an  airly  age,  14716.— They  had  had  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  opportunities  of  feeding  them 
on  good  land,  14717. — Witness  did  not  think  grazing 
lands  in  hands  of  small  tenant  would  be  able  to 
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carry  larger  number  of  cattle  than  in  hands  of 
graziers ; it  depended  on  the  working,  but  tenant 
would  get  crops  as  well,  14718. — If  the  land  changed 
hands  it  would  mean  diminution  in  demand  for  store 
cattle,  not  in  production,  14719.— Fair  knowledge  of 
land  unsuitable  for  tillage  might  be  arrived  at  by 
going  over  Valuation  Office  books,  where  land  was 
valued  £1  the  statute  acre,  it  might  .be  assumed  to  be 
good  land,  15001.— It  would  not  be  hard  thing  to  as- 
certain, but  must  -be  done  by  actual  inspection,  15002- 
4.— There  was  fine  land  in  the  West  and  in  Galway, 
14828. — The  land  in  Roscommon  would  be  classed 
superficially  as  good  store  land ; it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  stripe  it  and  portion  it  out  in  small 
holdings,  14830-2. — This  land  grazed  stock  bought  at 
various  Irish  fairs  from  small  breeders,  14831,  14833. 
— If  converted  into  small  farms  for  mixed  farming 
stock  would  be  raised  on  it,  but  farmers  would  have 
to  -buy  oows  first,  14834,  14836. — Market  would  thus 
be  dislocated,  as  certain  number  of  buyers  of  store 
cattle  would  be  gone ; alteration  of  methods  would 
take  time,  14837-8,  14848-52.— Each  block  of  land  so 
broken  up  meant  loss  of  .a  buyer  for  certain  class  of 
animal ; there  might  be  increased  demand  for  cows, 
but  falling-off  in  demand  for  stores  to  be  put  on  grazing 
lands,  14840. — It  would  be  possible  to  get  census  of 
numbers  and  ages  of  cattle  on  that  land,  also  where 
they  came  from,  14844-6. — Delay  in  doing  so  would 
depend  on  time  of  year  ; in  summer  the  stock  would  be 
there,  not  in  winter,  14919. — Witness  agreed  with  Mr. 
Doran  that  if  Roscommon  land  were  broken  up  into 
30-acre  holdings  stcck  raised  would  exceed  present 
number,  even  if  part  were  put  under  cultivation, 
because  there  was  always  some  land  oapable  of  im- 
provement, 14853. — Result  of  altering  system  of  tenure 
would  alter  system  of  stocking ; middleman  would  be 
eliminated,  14854. 

Economic  Function  of  Grazier. 

Glrazier  not  always  a middleman;  in  good  lands 
of  Meath,  Westmeath,  and  Kildare  graziers  were 
finishers,  14720,  14726. — Witness  believed  small  hold- 
ers could  not  become  finishers,  even  with  stall-feeding, 
on  such  small  holdings  .as  would  be  created,  14721. — 
It  might  be  better  not  to  encourage  such  holders  to  go 
in  for  store-keeping,  14722.— There  were  really  dif- 
ferent classes  of  land,  rich  fattening  land,  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  cut  up,  and  lighter  grazing  farms, 
formerly  tillage  farms,  and  this  lighter  class,  sudh 
as  was  in  Connaught,  might  advantageously  be  cut 
up  for  tillage,  14723-5.— Finishers  in  Meath  and  Kil- 
dare were  not  in  the  majority ; there  was  good  land 
and  bad,  14727,  14731-2. — Graziers  liked  to  have 
different  classes  of  cattle,  and  so  a lot  came  straight 
from  Western  districts  to  Meath  pastures,  14728.— In 
Meath  and  Roscommon,  for  example,  there  was  no 
difference  in  process,  except  suiting  cattle  to  land; 
on  purely  store  lands  cattle  were  merely  prewired 
for  finishing,  14729-30. 


WRENCH,  Right  Hon.  F.  S. — continved. 

14737-8.— Process  for  cattle  was  just  the  same  here 
as  in  Meath ; witness  would  not  break  up  Meath 
fattening  lands,  14740-4.— Land  in  Roscommon  chiefly 
grew  stores,  14746-7.— Some  cattle  were  shipped  to 
England  and  Scotland,  and  some  finished,  14748-9  — . 
The  entire  land  should  be  taken  up  to  make  really 
good  example,  14750. — As  to  breaking  up  finishing 
land,  every  farm  in  Roscommon  contained  such  land 
and  land  which  did  lioc  finish,  14751-2.—' Where 
finishing  land  was  in  sufficient-  area,  witness  would 
leave  it,  but  where  mixed  with  other  land,  it  would 
have  to  go,  14753-4.— Land  of  mixed  character  was 
what  witness  had  in  mind  to  break  up ; it  only  reared 
store  cattle  to  a certain  extent,  no  doubt  there  was 

land  in  Meath  of  exactly  same  character,  14758-8. 

Abuse  of  grazing  existed  in  Roscommon  if  anywhere 
because  upon  this  large  grazing  area  thetre  were  only 
a few  herd’s  houses,  county  was  really  decaying  for 
want  of  population,  creating  tillage  holdings  would 
improve  financial  conditions,  and  land  would  pro- 
duce more,  14759-60. — It  would  not  be  so  beneficial 
to  treat  Meath  in  the  same  way,  because  spots  were 
isolated  and  broken  up,  and  though  witness  believed 
in  mixed  farming,  it  might  be  bard  to  cut  up  grass 
lands  there,  14761-4.— Land  of  varied  quality  might 
be  broken  up  and  form  mixed  holdings,  the  same 
conditions  would  apply  in  Meath  as  in  Roscommon 
or  any  place,  14766-7.— If  an  example  like  that 
under  discussion  became  a success,  it  would  have 
great  effect  in  tlie  country ; there  was  no  spot  like  it 
m Ireland,  14815-6. — Apart  from  convenience  second 
or  third-class  land  iu  Meath  might  just  as  well  be 
cut  up;  witness  did  not  wish  to  convert  wonderful 
fattening  lands  of  Ireland  into  tillage,  14817.— Land 
must  be  turned  to  economic  use ; grass,  except  the  best, 
was  not  best  economic  use,  14818-9. — Witness 
agreed  with  Mr.  Doran  that  rich  lands  of  Meath 
were  not  suitable  for  cropping,  and  would  be  more 
economic  under  grass,  14821,  14824.— But  there  were 
lands  of  various  sorts  in  Meath,  whole  county  was 
not  rich  grazing  land,  14822a-3. — Indifferent  grazing 
land  was  suitable  for  cultivation,  and  could  be  made 
more  productive;  rich  fattening  land,  wherever  it 
might  be,  was  unsuitable,  14825,  15000.— Witness 
submitted  there  was  no  other  spot  in  Ireland  so  favour- 
able as  Roscommon  for  large  experiment  in  migra- 
tion ; cost  would  be  saved  in  making  drains  and  roads 
and  erecting  buildings  with  sucfa  a large  area  lying 
together ; he  could  not  believe  that  landlords,  if  fairly 
approached  and  compensated,  would  refuse  to  give 
up  lands  for  public  good,  14919.— They  had  not  yet 
been  approached;  witness  thought  that,  in  case  of 
experiment  takang  place,  some  farm  should  be  pro- 
perly worked,  as  an  example,  14920. — Sometimes 
Commissioners  declared  a farm  an  estate  and  pur- 
chased it  when  they  could  get  it,  as  where  landlord 
had  two  holdings  of  evicted  tenants,  for  instance,  in 
oi-der  to  facilitate  restoration  of  those  tenants, 
14926-9. 


Class  of  E and  to  be  beoken  up. 

As  to  Land  which  could  be  broken  up,  witnef 
thought  it  important  function  of  Commission  to  ir 
• vestigate  what  land  was  available  for  migration 
while,  reasonable  men  wished  to  break  up  large  tract 
of  suitable  land,  now  abandoned  to  cattle  .and  sheet 
they  d/id  not  want  to  -interfere  with  prosperous  pai 
of  population  or  landlords  who  gave  employment  o 
home  farms,  etc.,  14735.  J 

Misleading  Natubb  of  Valuation  Office  Returns 
At  present  they  were  making  use  of  returns  take 
er^u2°Ver^^  Valuation  Office,  which  wire  Sis 
leading;  everything  was  described  under  townland 
and  a demesne  might  be  held  in  four  or  five  d^erer 
townlands,  appearing  in  different  parts  of  the  S 

"S  lan<?  fame  Wlt''nin  tlleir  inquiry,  and  letters  ha 
been  sent  to  many  people  who  had  net  the  small^ 
idea  of  giving  up  land,  sudh  inquiries  distnirlxx 
people,  and  created  feeling  of  uncertainty,  14736. 

Grass  land  of  Roscommon  should  be  Beoken  tt 
BUT  NOT  THE  FATTENING  LANDS  OF  MEATm 
Land  which  witness  had  in  mind  for  break;™ 
in  Roscommon ; in  six  out  of  nine  electoral  <^Li^-Wa 


Prices  paid  by  Irish  Buyers  for  Stores  in 
Spring. 

With  regard  to  effect  on  store  cattle  of  diminution 
of  grazing  land,  there  were  no  buyers  as  good  as  Irish 
graziers  in  spring ; they  took  cattle  for  summer  graz- 
ing, and  had  no  way  of  wintering  them,  14768.— If 
there  were  great-  amount  of  tillage  and  more  build- 
ings>  greater  facilities  of  wintering  and  feeding,  there 
would  be  better  market  for  Irish  stores  in  autumn, 
but  then  better  holdings  would  be  required  than  it 
was  possible  to  create,  14769. — Breaking  up  present 
Roscommon  grazing  lands  into  thirty-acre  holdings 
and  tilling  part  of  them  would  for  a time  dislocate 
cattle  trade,  14770. — Producer  of  cattle  would  go  on 
producing  as  before,  14776-7. — There  would  be  smaller 
market  for  stores  because  holders  of  grazing  lands 
who  were  buyers  of  animals  of  that  special  class 
would  have  given  up  the  land,  14772,  14778.— If  Ros- 
common grass  land  were  broken  up,  it  would,  though 
grazing  less  cattle,  produce  crops  as  well,  14781-3. — 
Future  of  cereals  was  not  so  promising  as  to  induce 
giving  up  cattle  trade  for  them,  but  congestion  had  to 
be  relieved,  14783a-4. — More  money  could  be  made 
out  of  pdrfcion  of  land  well  tilled  than  by  having  it 
in  grass,  in  witness’s  opinion,  14787-9. — There  would 
be  bigger  returns  and  more  people  existing  on  land ; 
grass  lands  were  never  improved,  except  on  smallest 
scale,.  14790. — It  was  necessary  for  people  to  sell  cattle- 
as  winter  came  on,  14791. 
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Most  Profitable  Age  at  which  to  Sell  Cattle. 

Greatest  profit  was  on  younger  stock,  which  sold 
much  dearer  in  proportion,  a good  yearling  made 
most,  14792,  14798. 

■Question  Whether  Small  Holler  could  Combine 
Producer’s  and  Middleman’s  Profits. 

More  money  made  by  selling  yearling  to  Irish 
middleman  than  by  keeping  him  till  nearly  two  years 
old,  for  English  and  Scotch  buyers,  14793-4. — Small 
holders  never  tried  growing  green  crops  for  winter 
feeding,  14796. — Not  much  additional  risk  in  keeping 
•weanling,  if  in  the  place  whore  it  was  born,  till  two 
years  old,  14806.— Middleman  was  content  with  small 
profit,  14797.— There  was  no  reason  why  original  pro 
■ducer  should  not  keep  beast  longer  and  do  away  with 
middleman,  14800-1.— If  'holders  carried  out  intelli- 
gent system,  they  would  make  more,  but  under  old 
methods,  cattle  not  properly  fed  and  would  not  do  so 
well  as  if  they  had  big  out-run  of  grass,  14802-4. — 
■Cattle  of  small  holder's  at  present  often  very  much 
under-fed,  14805. — It  would  lie  madness  to  make 
settlements  in  the  district,  and  not  use  every  en- 
deavour to  bring  about  sensible  methods  of  tillage, 
etc.,  14807. — With  best  methods,  grass  land,  even 
inferior,  might  be  made  to  yield  three  or  four  rimes 
present  produce,  they  might  have  grass  capable  of 
■carrying  cattle  almost  to  finishing  stage.  14808-9. — 
Without  marvellous  change,  however,  these  people 
could  never  compete  in  finished  article,  at  that  stage 
■cattle  would  be  sent  to  pastures  of  Meath  or  Kil- 
dare, or  across  Channel,  14810-1. — Animals  went,  in 
Scotland,  to  straw-yards,  there  was  no  land  in  Scot- 
land to  be  compared  to  Meath  lands.  14855-8. — Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  farmers  understood  the  art  of  finish- 
ing, better,  Ireland  was  specially  adapted  for  raising 
young  animals,  J4859-60,  14862. — Proportion  of  cattle 
raised  and  finished  in  Ireland  was  not,  witness 
thought,  more  than  one-third  or  one-fourth,  14869-70. 


Stall-Feeding. 


WRENCH,  Right  Hon.  F.  S.—  continued. 

witness’s  map ; land  put  down  in  Government  valua- 
tion, for  instance  in  name  of  William  Kelly,  had 
only  a herd’s  house,  so  no  doubt  was  grazing  land, 
perhaps  with  an  eleven  months’  tenant;  parts  shown 
in  witness's  map  had  not  appeared  in  the  returns  at 
all,  because  they  were  held  in  different  ways,  14877-8, 
14884-5,  14890-1,  14903-4. — Witness  thought  land  was 
chiefly  held  on  eleven  months’  system;  investigation 
on  the  spot  was  only  way  to  ascertain,  14878-9,  14917. 
—It  would  not  take  much  time  to  ascertain  where 
land  lay;  a few  days  would  do  district  to  which 
witness  referred,  and  the  whole  of  Ireland  would  take 
a very  short  time,  14880-3. — Most  divisions  were  held 
as  witness  indicated  on  his  paper,  14886. — Valuation 
Office  had  not  made  a mistake,  but  had  not  got  what 
they  were  asked  for,  14887,  14889. — Dublin  valuation 
books  were  absolutely  correct  as  to  different  tenants, 
but  they  were  not  revised,  14888. — Cause  of  difference 
in  estimated  acreage  was  physical  condition  of  land ; 
Parliamentary  returns  went  on  what  appeared  in 
books,  and  gave  land  held  in  fee,  while  witness  looked 
at  land  on  the  spot,  then  going  to  map  to  see  what 
it  actually  contained,  14897-8. — This  procedure  should 
have  been  adopted  to  give  really  useful  return,  14899. 
— If  un  ten  anted  land  held  by  landlord  was  what  was 
referred  to,  it  would  be  found  that  most  of  the  lands 
put  down  on  the  return  were  really  landlords’  de- 
mesne. 14894. — Land  described  as  untenanted  in  wit- 
ness’s map  was  tenanted,  but  only  on  eleven  months’ 
system;  simply  occupied  by  cattle  and  sheep,  with 
herd’s  house  and  no  farming,  14901-2,  14918. — Might 
be  called  non-residential  grazing  land,  14895,  14905. — 
Term  might  be  misleading  in  case  of  holder  residing 
in  nest  townland  and  working  the  grazing  land  as 
part  of  his  general  business ; such  a man  ought  to  be 
let  alone,  14915. — This  was  where  Parliamentary  re- 
turn was  unreliable,  14916. — Amount  of  land  suit- 
able for  breaking  up  could  not  be  got  in  the  form  of 
statistics ; but  only  by  actually  going  to  the  ground 
with  such  a map  as  witness’s,  14906-11. — Such  know- 
ledge ought  to  have  been  basis  of  Congested  Districts 
Board’s  proceedings ; Estates  Commissioners  could  not 
have  done  more  work  up  to  the  present,  14912-4. 


Witness  had  seen  stall-feeding  abroad,  corresponding 
system  in  Ireland  might  come,  buf  not  yet,  it  was 
thing  to  be  aimed  at,  14812-4. — In  Kildare  some  small 
occupiers  might  be  successful  in  it.  but  Kildare  was 
enlightened  and  had  special  advantages,  14820. 

Returns  of  Untexaxted  Land  made  on  Wrong 
Basis. 

Returns  as  to  untenanted  land  furnished  to  Estates 
'Commissioners  wetre.  witness  thought,  on  a wrong 
basis,  and  calculated  to  give  rise  to  demands  for  land 
which  ought  to  remain  in  present  hands ; numerous 
eases  marked  “untenanted”  really  formed  part  of 
holdings  'in  occupation ; circulars  based  on  these  re- 
turns, which  had  been  called  for  by  Parliament  and 
based  on  Government  valuation,  had  been  sent  out, 
and  refusals  returned,  in  many  cases,  on  reasonable 
grounds;  it  was  not  desirable  to  disturb  thriving 
classes  of  community,  but  to  get  hold  of  suitable 
lands,  now  let  on  eleven  months’  system,  and  of  no 
great  interest  to  owner,  14871-2. — Returns  were 
supposed  to  include  only  holdings  held  in  fee  and 
when  house  was  valued  at  £1 ; a farm  might  often  be 
in  several  townlands,  with  owner’s  house  in  one 
townland  and  rest  of  firm,  with  no  house,  in  another, 
and  the  same  thing  with  a demesne,  14874,  14876. — 
Parliamentary  returns  gave  no  idea  of  land  comprised 
within  particular  area  of  Ro=common  with  which 
witness  proposed  to  deal,  only  way  of  ascertaining 
would.be  to  have  investigation  on  the  spot,  comparing 
with  six-inch  Government  valuation  maps ; witness  had 
gone  over  revised  six-inch  maps  in  V alu-ation  Office,  re- 
ferring to  particulars  of  holdings  in  the  bocks.  and 
gave  electoral  division  of  Castileplunket-  as  example;  in 

arliamentary  return  the  acreage  of  untenanted  land 
was  given  as  1,985.  but  witness  made  out  that 
there  were  probably  6,254  acres  of  land  which  could  be 
acquired  in  Castle  Plunket  alone,  thus  making  in  one 
electoral  division  omission  of  4,269  acres  of  land 
really  wanted,  while  elsewhere  it  might  be  the  re- 
verse; this  Castle  Plunket  district,  comprising  nine 
electoral  divisions,  contained  in  all  some  25,000  acres 
apparently  only  occupied  for  grazing,  as  shown  in 


Attitude  of  Landlords  in  regard  to  sale  of  Grass 
Lands  ; Replies  to  circulars  sent  out  by 
Estates  Commissioners. 

In  negotiating  for  purchase  of  grass  lands  the 
Estates  Commissioners  took  the  initiative  by  sending 
out  circulars  to  ask  if  people  were  willing  to  sell, 
14921-5. — Number  of  owners  communicated  with  was 
654;  number  replying,  305;  not  replying.  349;  those 
who  offered  to  negotiate,  97;  those  refusing,  208. 
14930.— Of  those  who  refused,  15  were  in  Galway,  16 
in  Leitrim,  39  in  Mayo,  28  in  Roscommon,  18  in 
Sligo,  27  in  Clare,  12  in  Cork,  and  12  in  Kerry,  that 
is,  in  counties  with  congested  districts ; the  letters 
could  hardly  be  called  refusals,  because  all  gave  good 
reasons  for  being  unable  to  comply  with  suggestion, 
14933-8. — No  price  was  offered  in  the  circulars  they 
were  sent  witli  a view  to  negotiations  only ; hut  the 
owners  did  not  want  to  sell  at  all,  14939-40.— This 
was  not  inconsistent  with  witness’s  belief  that  all 
owners  with  lands  let  on  eleven  months’  system  would 
be  willing  to  sell  at  fair  price,  because  owners  who  re- 
fused were  holding  land  permanently;  some  gave  rea- 
son  that  lands  were  their  only  .means  of  living,  14941. 
—Names  of  owners  to  whom  circulars  were  sent  were 
1*0*0  fm,m  returns  furnished  by  Valuation  Office. 
i4942  — The  returns  gave  all  people  who  held  land  at 
valuation  of  £25  or  over,  on  which  buildings  existed 
valued  at  not  more  than  £1  a vear,  14944.— Among 
those  who  refused  were  some  owners  who  had  large 
grazing  lands;  but  they  were  really  large  demesnes 
within  a ring  fence,  14945.— Witness  only  remem- 
bered one  man  who  had  large  grazing  lands  let  on 
eleven  months  system,  but  he  said  nothing  about 
terms,  14946.— People  who  owned  several  thousands  of 
grass  lands  contiguous  to  worst  congested  districts 
were  few  in  number,  and  in  some  cases  had  been,  or 
*•“  14948-9. — Dixnsandle  and 

l ollock  Estates  were  examules,  14950.— In  reolv 
to  enquiries  made  from  the' Land  Commission  93 
answers  received  said  that  owners  would  sell;  many 
mentioning  34  per  cent,  as  satisfactory  basis  of  capi- 
talisation, 15004,  15021.— Witness  referred  to  districts 
‘n  T co.nSestecl  districts  counties  before  alluded 
to,  loUuo-7.  As  to  non-scheduled  areas,  the  inquiries 
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referred  to  were  in  relation  to  purchasing  untenanted 
land,  and  had  taken  place  some  months  ago,  15008-10. 
Purchase  proposed  was  chiefly  with  a view  to  rein- 
stating evicted  tenants,  15011. — Witness  was  not 
aware  of  any  communication  with  Congested  Districts 
Board,  15012. — There  was  an  understanding  between 
Board  and  Commissioners  that  there  should  be  mutual 
communication  about  any  large  tracts  that  should  be 
acquired,  15013. — People  willing  to  deal  had  been 
asked  to  furnish  maps,  and  maps  of  12,449  acres  had 
been  received  so  far,  15022. — No  actual  return  of  area 
could  be  made  out,  15015-6. — Inquiries  had  only  com- 
menced few  months  ago,  and  were  undertaken  by  the 
regular  staff  in  consequence  of  last  regulations  'made 
by  the  present  Government,  15017-9. 

Eleven  Months’  Letting  System. 

Eleven  months’  letting  system  was  devised  so  that 
landlords  might  keep  land  in  their  own  hands ; land 
could  be  taken  up  at  end  of  eleven  months,  and  tenant, 
would  have  no  legal  claim  against  landlord,  15140-1. 
— Landlord  generally  did  herding,  keeping  up  of 
fences,  and  so  on,  15142. — If  people  who  let  land  on 
eleven  months’,  system  were  informed  that  they  would 
receive  an  equivalent  income  they  would  probably  not 
refuse  to  sell ; but  Estates  Commissioners  ha  cl  no 
power  to  take  this  course ; they  could  not  at  present 
buy  unless  they  could  re-sell  without  loss,  14952.— It 
had  been  done  in  certain  cases,  14953.— They  were  pro- 
hibited from  selling  at  a loss  unless  in  cases  where 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  certificate  enabled  them  to  do  so  in 
the  case  of  congested  estates,  14956. 

C-lanmorris  Estate  purchased  by  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Clanmorns  Estate  was  already  re-sold;  witness 
thought  portion  of  it  had  been  declared  congested,  to 
enab.e  it  to  be  sold  at  a loss,  14954,  14957.— When 
years  purchase  was  given  for  this  estate  they 
hadMt  definitely  resolved  that  they  were  going  to 
make  loss,  but  did  not  think  they  were  paving  too 
S Kao  'T/cJoerf  ™ly  satisfied  with  their  bar- 
14f59f0=  14962.— They  were  untenanted  lands, 
lfiS  pE?  Clannlor1ns  was  absentee  landlord, 
miten~lSSf071S  ^State  differed  ™y  n^ch  from 
wif  Estat® : Quants  were  better  farmers,  and  had 
better  opportunities,  15237-39 a— There  was  an  in- 
spection and  valuation  of  land  as  it  stood ; inspector 
workeKtnif  t0  W°r4th  nn  land-  and  when  price  was 
149657  °^o7o,Camr  te  ?8  years  on  the  valuation, 
loss  to^eS  te  w°^^1SS10nerS  fld  land  without 
14975.  ’ was  a very  profitable  transaction, 

Comparative  price  of  Tehasted  aed  Uexemakted 
Land. 

i Tje  ..landl°rd  could  get  more  for  land  in 
hand  than  when  there  was  an  adverse  interest  • 
{^v,  tena"t’s  interest  was  adverse  to  the  land’ 
paid  ’ 14968  7imatSreJ , When  landl01'd  had  to  ^ 

isrjfss 

nn«Mi  force’or 

come  down  on  it,  14978  14981  2 ASS'°n'n'S  .dut-v  to 
bigger  price-  for  holding  than  kdLv  Tlgll‘  glve 
worth,  but  it  would  be  hard  dl  a?  lnt**rest  was 
any  definite  portion  of  interest  fhnTl  ihat  5}e  bought 
self,  because  all  valuation  Jl8*  tbat  belonged  to  him- 

,h®  value  of  land,  14984  —The "a ct  hypothesis  about 
had  been  in  force  since  1881  Act  fi7lnS  fair  rente 
opportunity  ■ of  havim-  Lie  and.f.very  tenant  had  ha.i 
ments  defined;  “ to  *»PWe- 

Question  whether.  Compoisorf  p 

CHASE  WOULD  RE  REEPeJ  °*  P°”- 

lot  o„ 


WRENCH,  Right  Hon.  F.  S .—continued.  ' 

it  at  a fair  price,  15004.— As  to  waiting  ™nm, 
pleasure  of  landlords  for  sale,  witness  would  , St 
upon  powers  of  Board  and  Commissioners  to  carrvT  . 
operations  ; he  would  try  to  get  most  suitable  laud  i , i 
if  landlord  would  not  sell,  he  would  not  empW  SS 
pulsion,  because  he  believed  that  fair  treatment 
be  efficacious,  18044-7,  15054.-It  might  te  fair  1 
some  eases  where  man  was  not  actually  living  bv 
and  to  compel  him  to  sell,  giving  him  income  eoni™ 
lent  to  property ; but  it  was  not  desirable  in  any  c,; 
and  very  hard  to  introduce  in  one  way  without  armk 
ing  it  further  15048-0._Kailw.ys  always  g.vS' 
eitra  bonus  when  applying  compulsion,  15052  Jit 
landlord  were  compelled  to  sell,  he  should  receive 
something  above  fair  price,  15053,_Taking  partSukr 
ease  of  man  vv,th  an  eleven  months'  grasing 
which  he  would  not  sell,  and  which  was  neceslarv  S 
acquire,  witness  still  objected  to  compulsion  in  a 
country,  15060.-1,  15059-60._Sueh  . princdjX  toS!' 
produce  compulsion  all  round;  holders  of  eleven 
months  grazing  would  find  they  could  get  a better 
' price  m that  way,  15055. -Even  if  it  were  offered  to 
submit  to  arbitration,  voluntarj'  arrangement  as  a 
principle  offered  more  advantage  than  isolated  cas<* 
of  compulsion,  15056.— Witness  was  influenced  by 
consideration  of  possibility  that  a man  might  be 
farming  his  own  land,  and  laying  out  his  whole  li-fl 
to  that  profession,  15061.— If  man  had  parcel  of 
grazing  land,  let  on  eleven  months’  system,  and  no 
other  connection  with  land,  compulsory  acquirement 
of  that  land  was  merely  a question  of  his  being 
secured  m his  income,  15063— If  he  had  other  pre- 
perty,  and  it  was  all  part  of  his  business  in  support 
of  lumself  and  family,  witness  would  be  opposed  to 
compulsory  purchase,  15064. -Witness  vemunberod 
compulsory  powers  being  asked  for  by  Board  in  such 
circumstances  as  tins  hypothetical  case ; had  alwavs 
thought  a mistake  was  made,  15057—His  view  was 
that  in  pin chase  of  land  a fair  transaction  should  take 
place,  15065.— It  must  also  be  fair  to  tenant ; he  could 
not  be  put  in  at  an  instalment  he  could  not  pav ; 
there  might  possibly  be  a loss,  15066-7.— Witness  had 
never  met  any  landlord  with  land  let  on  eleven  months’ 
1507L2  Wh°  W°u  d nofc  seU  for  equivalent  income. 

Clashing  between  Estates  Commissioners  and 
Congested  Districts  Board. 

“ £states  Commissioners  were  successful  in  buying'  ' 
(wS  n (°n  imPede  relief  of  congestion  by 
Congested  Districts  Board,  unless  they  came  to  some 
left m te  action ; it  would  depend  where  land  was, 
„fr]i  they  acquired  any  considerable  portion  of 
rdJ,"  Comiaught,  Mayo,  and  Roscommon  available 
hwmH  i ®?ard  would  be  so  far  fettered,  15024—  • 
iin^S^i  ^ecessai-y  to  carry  on  work  of  acquiring  . 
caw  of  it?  Jand  byme^s^f  one  body  alone;4but  > 
where  by  Commissioners  in  districts  • 

» K^nS.'Sv"*  °f  ty  E°“d'  *h™  “Sfc‘ 

CoNFEHEXCE  HAD  BEES  HELD  WITHOUT  RESULT  SO  FAR. 

!l“id  bf“  ? “Htmnce  with  Sir  .4.  Madjon- 
witneSMbfS\o£  Districts  Board,  but 

ever  fell  j10^  know  that  any  other  proceedings  had 
f!5  l°:!?Td  conference;  land  bought  up  to  the  pre- 
tbev  did  * ln  connection  with  other  objects : if 
22  “ot  urgently  require  land  bought,  thev  were 
never  hLt0  commu™cate  with  Board;  but  thev  had 
nlnmerr-  “^T  ™rplu8’  15028a-9.— They  had  acquired 
buffer13  Estate'  Part  of  whlch  was  untenaiited ; 
claim*  ef  wast  110  case  in  which,  after  satisfying 
Board  i-n  es*a*t’  tbey  .had  any  surplus  to  offer  to 
conferer,11  nccordallce  with  arrangements  made  at  the 
conference  ?re710utsly  referred  to,  15030-3. -When  the 
view  • tv,  f°°k  place  there  was  a special  estate  in 
it  WA*  efe?i  w.as  not  effected; 'if  it  had  been, 

Roarrl  i It611  lnfention  to  communicate  with 

of  arlimnin  ^ '-—New  tenancies  in  the  persons  of  sons 
QT,  „iOT1  tenants  had  been  created'  in  some  cases 
ticular*  m iT\  and  bought  by  Commissioners ; pa'x- 
Dlace  betwe!d  be-xglven'  15038— Conference  had  taken 
and  9ir  A 6 VTW1rineSS  aa  rePresenting  Commissioners 
t riots  Board  presenting  Congested  Dis- 

land  nn  rckc  TOt-1brncJlew  to  establishing  harmonv  in 
Ssiomre  '’m15-2?2--1*  was  ‘arranged-  that  Com- 
missioners would  either  buy  land  for  Board,  or  attach 
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valuer  to  Mr.  Doran,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  to  give  information  as  to 
views  of  Land  Commission,  and  general  rates  ot 
prices,  15204.— No  action  had  been  taken  consequent 
on  that  arrangement,  15205. — Witness  did  not  know 
whether  Commissioners  were  to  blame ; could  not  re- 
collect any  approach  being  made  to  them  after  the 
conference,  but  was  sure  they  were  quite  ready  to 
carry  out  arrangement,  15205-9. — If  principle  o. 
offering  equivalent  net  income  were  adopted  there 
might  be  loss,  but  could  not  be  a saving  with  regard 
to  surveyors,  valuers,  etc.,  because  lands  were  ac- 
quired for  re-distribution,  and  must  be  valued  for  re- 
distribution just  as  much  as  for  purchase,  15215— 
Every  estate  could  not  be  bought;  it  would  have  to 
be  examined  as  to  probable  utility  before  purchase, 
15216-7.— As  regarded  cost  of  distributing  work  be- 
tween two  bodies,  there  would  not  be  much  saving 
as  to  inspection  if  tliev  were  concentrated  in  one; 
15219.— Principle  ir.  ittself  involved  loss,  be- 
cause it  was  found  that  in  converting  land  into 
■economic  holdings,  having  regard  to  all  expenses,  it 
would  not  be  so  valuable  as  in  its  entire  state, 
15219-20. — There  would  be  extra  loss,  because  now 
they  only  bought  on  principle  of  being  able  to  sell 
again,  15221-2.— They  were  getting  profit  now,  in 
some  cases,  by  purchase  at  a rate  that  created,  from 
point  of  view  of  details,  loss  to  landlord,  15224.— Wit; 
ness  saw  no  objection  from  Commissioners’  point  of 
view  to  their  conducting  all  negotiations  for  purchase  of 
congested  estates  by  Board,  subsequently  handing  back 
< state  to  Board  for  administration;  only  objection  on 
part  of  Board  would  be  possible  dissatisfaction  with 
unknown  valuers,  15225-7,  15232.— Both  bodies  were 
acting  in  same  interest,  and  witness  thought  Board 
would  accept  Commissioners’  valuation  and  price, 
15229-31. — It  would  not  complicate  matters  if  Board 
chose  to  make  actual  purchase  on  the  valuation  made 
by  Commissioners,  15233. 


Acquisition-  of  Land  must  be  Gradual. 

With  regard  to  systematic  acquiring  of  necessary 
land,  the  work  must  be  gradual,  15041. — It  would  be 
hard  to  adopt  a cut-and-aried  principle,  because  Com- 
missioners might  have  to  -begin  in  one  part  of  th  • 
country  and  leave  out  another:  to  proceed  simul- 
taneously would  mean  proceeding  with  too  much, 
15042-3. 


Rise  in  Price  of  Land  ; Price  at  which  Landlords 

WOULD  BE  WILLIXC  TO  SELL.  &C. 

Witness  did  not  think  that  landlords  would  put  up 
price  against  Board  or  Commissioners,  knowing  that 
they  specially  required  grass  land  ; tenure  of  laud  ::: 
Ireland  not  so  desirable,  15073. — It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  landlord  hacl  practically  no  customer  but 
the  State,  15101. — It  was  true  there  had  been  genera! 
rise  in  price,  under  Act  of  1903,  reasons  being  (rn 
that  the  annuity  was  smaller,  (h)  that  sale  o:  land 
was  coming  to  an  end  under  old  Acts  ; new  they  could 

get  higher  prices,  landlords  would  sell.  15102-4. 

There  was  great  desire  to  sell,  for  equivalent,  prices 
to  present  incomes,  15105-6. — Tenants  had  always 
oeen  anxious  to  purchase,  not  mere  so  under  condi- 
tions of  present  Act  than  formerly,  15017-8.— Witness 
did  not  recall  case  where  Commissioners  had  given 
too  much  for  an  estate  against  their  judgment ; tliev 
nnght  sometimes  have  stretched  original  offer,  blit 
always  offered  price  at  which  they  cculd  let  after- 
wards, 15074-5. — Coukl  not  recollect  a case  in  which 
Congested  Districts  Beard  lwd  bought  an  estate  above 
invns’a  bec,Tuse  of  landlord’s  unbending  attitude. 
1 0076-8.  Tf  excessive  price  were  asked  they  let  it 
alone,  and  went  somewhere  el-e.  15079.— Compulsion 
might  be  necessary  some  day,  but  not  till  venders  re- 
fused equivalent  of  their  net  income.  15080.— If  land- 
lords were  compelled  to  sell  tenants  might  also  be 
compelled  to  buy,  15081— Witness  did  not  know  whe- 
ther in  certain  circumstances  Board  compelled  their 
tenants  to  buy ; in  ease  of  the  Commissioners,  where 
three-fourths  of  tenants  on  an  estate  agreed,  com- 
? irnn-,mig—  be  aPPlied  to  remaining  fourth,  15082v- 
..  15091.  Witness  believed  that  offer  to  landlords  cf 

net  sum,  which,  at  3J,  or  better,  at  3£  per  cent  would 
oring  in  their  average  net  incomes,  would  meet  with 
a, most  universal  acceptance,  15084-8.— If  this,  system 
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were  adopted  by  the  State  difficulties  would  disap- 
pear, 15089. — If  such  a reasonable  offer  were  refused 
there  would  be  some  justification  for  compulsion, 
15090,  15092.— Witness  could  not  say  whether  they 
had  already  bought  untenanted  lands  at  a price 
which  would  bring  in  mere  than  owner’s  average  net 
income ; there  might  have  been  special  investments, 
15093-5— The  Duke  of  Leinster  might  have  got  a 
little  more,  15109. — If  this  principle  of  same  income 
were  adopted  they  would  have  to  give  more  than  in 
the  past  for  untenanted  land,  because  now  they  had. 
to  buy  at  a price  at  which  they  could  re-sell,  15096-7. 

— Witness  thought  Estates  Commissioners  had  got 
quite  as  much  land  as  they  could  deal  with,  and  there 
was  more  coming  in,  15130. — Congested  Districts 
Board  complained  of  difficulty  of  getting  hold  of  un- 
tenanted land,  15131.— Mr.  Waldron's  evidence  and 
figures  of  Official  Trustee  that  landlords  could  always 
get  3a  per  cent,  for  their  investments  was  very  high 
authority,  15132. — In  regard  to  refusals  to  sell  land 
to  Board,  witness  wished  to  know  whether  Board  had 
ever  offered  the  equivalent  sum  bringing  in  income 
at  3i>  per  cent,  ; thought  their  prices  were  not  known 
beforehand,  15133-6. — The  case  of  the  Leonard  Es- 
tate. which  Board  bought  in  1896  for  £5,340,  .a  sum 
at  least  £2,000  in  excess  of  valuation  by  their  inspec- 
tor, in  order  to  assist  60  poor  tenants  who  could  not 
otherwise  have  'been  relieved  was  very  strong  example, 
but  feeling  about  selling  Land  hod  changed^  since  then , 
landlords  would  sell  at  a fair  price,  15158-9. 

Number  of  Years’  Purchase  give*  for  Dillon 
Estate. 

Number  of  years’  purchase  ;n  West  cf  Ireland  had 
gone  up  considerably  since  passing  of  1903  Act,  15110. 
— Fourteen  years’  purchase  was  offered  for  Dillon 
Estate ; the  'rent  was  never  collected,  15113-4,  1511S. 
— Dillon  rents  at  that  time  were  much  the  same  a., 
those  of  neighbouring  estates.  15120. — In  considering 
number  of  years’  purchase  of  rent  it  was  always  the 
gross  rent  which  was  taken  into  account,  15121. — 
Comparing  Dillon  Estate  fairly  with  others,  they 
gave  practically  14£  years’  purchase  for  it,  15112. — - 
Witness  was  net.  prepared  to  say  that  grass  lands 
could  be  acquired  and  cut-  up  into  tillage  holdings  by 
the  State  without  loss,  but  thought  Government  must 
be  prepared  to  face  this  in  scheme  to  bring  about 
great  public  advantage;  principle  of  offering  equi- 
valent for  net  income  was  generally  understood  and 
appreciated,  15143. 

Policy  and  Work  of  Estates  Commissioners  and 
Board  compared. 

Work  done  by  Commissioners  which  compared  with 
that  of  Congested  Districts  Board  was  (a)  enlarge- 
ment of  existing  holdings,  (b)  migration  and  crea- 
tion of  new  holdings,  those  left  being  amalgamate.! 
with  others  in  the  neighbourhood  ; first  class  was  most 
hopeful  and  least  expensive,  as  addition  cf  land  at 
fair  price  was  often  greatest  possible  help  to  tenants 
who  were  doing  well ; no  repudiation  of  payment  of 
purchase  instalments  being  likely ; good  example  was 
Clanmorris  Estate,  where  4,000  acres  of  grass  were 
purchased  at  £62,840,  and  divided  among  tenants, 
who  were  turning  addition  to  best  account,  15143'. — 
On  acquired  land  where  new  holdings  were  created 
Commissioners  had  succeeded  in  getting  purchasers 
to  build  new  houses,  subject  to  plans  furnished  and 
assisted  by  comparatively  small  grants ; suitable 
houses  had  been  erected  on  Lambert,  Bodkin,  and 
other  estates  on  a grant  of  £30  each  ; it  was  not  an- 
ticipated that  people  were  at  all  likely  to  repudiate, 
but  care  must  be  taken  to  choose  proper  class  of 
migrants,  15144. — Work  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
was  very  similar,  but-  Commissioners,  having  more 
independent  class  to  deal  with,  had  adopted  plan  of 
making  subsidies  to  individuals,  who  did  their  own 
improvements  after  getting  possession,  while  Beard 
completed  improvements  before  handing  over  holdings, 
15151. — Witness  did  not  think  Board  went  too  far  in 
their  methods  on  very  bad  estates,  15152. — With  re- 
gard to  improvements,  it  had  been  Commissioners’ 
object  onl--  to  pay  from  their  reserve  fund  for  im- 
provements common  to  an  estate  as  roads  and  main 
drainage,  charging-  for  individual  improvements 
slight  addition  to  Annuity  Congested  Districts  Board 
q 2 
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had  been  much  more  lavish  ; if  Government  desired 
to  deal  with  problem  they  must  be  prepared  to  spend 
certain  moneys,  which  would  be  unproductive  ; in  this 
connection  plan  of  houses  to  be  adopted  was  impor- 
tant ; in  dealing  with  acute  congestion  and  migration 
sums  should  be  definitely  set  aside,  and  such  work  or 
improvements  should  not  block  work  of  general  set- 
tlement by  direct  eales,  which  ought  to  be  completed 
without  delay ; perhaps  too  much  had  been  spent  in 
trying  to  introduce  good  class  of  house;  Commis- 
sioners’ method  of  giving  grant  of  £30  and  getting 
substantial  house  built  on  that  grant  was  one  Board 
could  not  adopt,  as  they  had  different  class  of  people 
to  deal  with,  15234-5.  r 

Migratory  Labourers  as  Settlers. 

Some  very  suitable  migrants  bad  been  found  who 
had  hitherto  worked  in  England  during  harvest 
time,  and  these  men,  notably  on  Henry  Estate, 
were  putting  m practice  better  methods  of  cultivation 
seen  m England;  to  accomplish  migration  on  large 
scab  more  funds  would  be  required,  15144.— Henrv 
Estate  was  m Galway  ; examples  on  the  same  lines 
m dealing  with  evicted  tenants  could  be  given  on 
Luggacurran  and  Coolgreany  Estates,  15145-6.—  Irish 
labourers  who  migrated  to  England  and  Scotland 
were  .ahead  of  others  m intelligence  and  enterprise ; 
Maj'°  ™ 

Year’s  Grace  for  Migrants  before  starting 
Annuity  Proposed. 

tabHshing  migrants  on  new  holdings  it  might 
! ,to  &lve  a year  s grace  before  they  were 

PaVnm^y-;  rfirst  year  tfiej  had  no  stock, 

4 «n  thei?  feet : ifc  would  ^ one  of  the 
DiffiSvS  t0  'mtertding  migrants,  15249-50— 

Wfrald  'he,  to  get  the  Treasury  to  agree ; the 
Slmply  to  defer  Payment,  not  to  take  a 
year  off  the  annuity,  15251-2. 

Plan  for  Resettlement  of  Functions  and  Powers 
or  Board  and  Commissioners. 

It  might  be  a good  plan  for  the  future  to  confine 
Board  s operations  to  what  were  practically  mari- 
tme  congested  districts  within  a certain  line  in 

&al’ST?^WBy’  May°>  Krerry’  and  <*»*.  tai 
I erring  Shgo,  Roscommon,  Leitrim,  and  districts 

"St 

■ 

di ration  as  to  what  estates  might  be  considered  con 

Vf’JZ  7^  * able  toVnd  Zl  7 

J\“  Wd  dld  °«fc  of  their  income ; thereSt 
co-operation  on  part  of  Agricultural  Depart 
toev  P°°r  con«ested  estates  after 

15155^wfc  b°Ugh1/nd1  9ettl6d  by  Commissioners, 

ao. 100— Witness  would  enlarge  area  of  dealing  with 
congestion,  15156. — Would  liL  als^  to  alter  8CW 

Boar°d  in  L nStton 3 

ff?ard.’  t0  m4e  soch  bargains  as  they  pleased  out- 
— It  JJ,T?  ln,respecfc  of  congested  estates,  15157-60 
-It  would  involve  alteration  in  the  law  which  be 
was  prepared  to  recommend,  15161-2— As  to  trans- 
ferring all  duties  of  land  buying  to  Estates  fy,™ 
mi^mners,  even  within  Board’s  |rSosed  restrSd 

the  fringe  the  second  data-  X ait’rP  " 
sionere  should  consult  with  BoarfLnd^ll  Co"™s- 

fS  Ss 
*33?  £?S«s 

not  suffloiit  unSS  ET“  SS  “fX'” 

Hon  perhaps  its  claims  ought V"mei, 

riilref  bj  migration  could  not  be  carriel  oufun'lsk 


WRENCH,  Right  Hoh.  E.  S.-contimed. 

Commissioners  made  offer  to  Board  of  lnnA 

the  offer  ought  to  be  made,  15l41_It 

get  over  natural  feeling  of  people  on  an  t(> 

rnitenapted  land  »as  Bought,  that  £h?J 

claim,  and  where  holdings  required  to  he  <mi  Ced?311 

ought  to  be  done,  balSce  Sg  hdd^n  ta,'?,'1 

Congested  Districts  Board  until  %„i,ed  ,?SS  „,or 

Witness  would  exclude  the  Board  Sun  all  ™SS'~ 

with  migration  outside  congested  area,  but  woddri? 

them  powers  of  dealing  with  industries  .Hu  *"! 

to  which  thej  had  done  e*ee«UnX  SlI 

are,,  15170-2—Fishing  industry  SuH  be  S*  a! 

present,  1KL73.— Ide.  was  to  leave  acntei-  , “ ■* 

“‘iS’-n'Sto  Pater”»l  treatnSS 

gested  Districts  Board,  and  to  Estates  -Compile-  Ua‘ 
those  which  could  be  dealt  with  more  l b ^ 
principles,  15174,-Area  of  reltrictiZwd  .““to 
very  narrow,  because  all  the  chief  business  of  r!  , 
would  he  left  diem  j only  districts  withdrawn  *h™ 
they  could  not  do  much,  15175— There  would  hi  * 
well-defined  line,  not  verv  difficnlt  to 
Board  would  not  buy  outside  their  own  area,  neiSier 
would  Commissioners  buy  within  it,  15176-7  t+ 
woud  be  a mistake  to  arrange  that  Board  should  deal 
with  congested  estates  and  that  Commissioners  shS 
concern  themselves  with  converting  occupiers  into 
owners  all  over  the  country  ; Commissioners’  ,^ 
lfalb?  wrth  les«  acutely  congested  estates 
bete  an3  quicker  than  Board’s  principle,  15179 1 
acute  congestion  outside  scheduled  areas, 
but  it  was  a question  there  of  re-settlement  and  agri- 
cultural improvement,  15181— Conflict  between  two 
bodies  purchasing  need  not  arise  unless  they  bought  at 
dl?ejf  * V***  15182-In  cases  where  B^rd  dete- 
mined  to  buy  an  estate,  if  possible,  it  might  be  ar 
ranged  for  Commissioners  to  value  property  ; after 
purchase  by  Board  Commissioners  might  investigate 
title,  vest  the  estate  and  distribute  themoneyf  SS 
^mh  procedure  Board  would  be  actual  purcW 
iS1rhav?  311  administrative  and  commercial  wl 
3feZrflVe?tnt*S’  in  ilS  own  bands,  and  there 
could  be  no  anflict  between  the  two  bodies  ; it  might 
be  very  good  way,  15183-5,  15189— As  to  lS 
purchase,  administration,  and  commercial  functionf 
conv3Ste<1  ^tate-  t0  B°ard  w7lile  <^™sioners 

cial  fS'  Pie-l’S  111 10  OWners>  and  performed  jndi- 
;^ctlo?s'  Wltness  granted  need  for  special  efforts 
Pla8ue-sP°rts>  but  deprecated  introducing 
fre4  parts  of  coantry  ; this  was 
why  he  would  like  to  keep  Board  out  of  every  dis- 
tri<rt,  except  those  already  scheduled,  15186-7— It  was 
quite  possible  to  avoid  conflict  .as  to  price  between 
p'u^haslI,g  bodies,  15188— Under  present 
5E5«  valuation  and  surveys  were  done  by  Board, 

' . , 6r standing  as  to  price  between  the  two 
boriies  might  be  arranged ; if  Board  were  satisfied  . 

estates  at  price  at  which  Commissioners 
bought  there  would  be  no  conflict,  15192— When  Board 
:,wear\Wlth  eftate  would  be  better  for  the  same 
*?  ,^uy  who  afterwards  would  have  to  re- 
uatl1  ^ was  necessary  to  go  outside 
LaJ  a 1 K would  be  difficult  to  lay  down 

d ^as*  i'ue  as  to  value  ; the  two  bodies  might 
+-  , ??-,  5,31116  basis  if  they  had  consulta- 

SJu  valuation  continued  to  be  made  on 

fbere  must  be  consultation  between 
oificers  of.  both  bodies  as  to  standard  of  price,  15199.- 
+T,Wfful(?  h6.710  difficulty  if  Commissioners’  officers 
aw  the  valuation  before  Board  made  an  offer,  but 
doubted  whether  Board’s  vainer  would  be 
satisfied  with  valuation  in  which  he  had  no  voice ; it 
was  a matter  for  Board’s  decision,  15200-1. 

Houses  Built. 

Houses  were  not  built  for  £30,  but  people  received 
Ulus  grant  and  then  built  house,  15240— In  case  of 
ouses  built  both  by  Board  and  Commissioners,  of 
which  photographs  were  shown,  costing  about  £120, 
15245-7^  built  alt0«etlier  bj  tbe  bodies  named. 

Question  of  Free  Grants. 


Land  Purchase  Fund  supplied  funds  for  actual 
purchase  of  estate  to  both  Board  and  Commissioners ; 
tor  improvements  Commissioners  drew  on  Reserve 
und  and  Board  on  general  income  ; where  improve- 
ments resulted  in  enhanced  price  sums  representing 
increase  were  repayable  out  of  Land  Purchase  Fund 
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to  Reserve  Fund  and  general  income  respectively  ; but 
■where  sums  spent  were  not  reproductive  or  did  not 
result  in  enhanced  price  as  free  grants,  or  road-mak- 
ing, sums  so  spent  were  not  repayable  out  of  Land 
Purchase  Fund,  15257.— Free  grants  were  made  to 
evicted  tenants  and  others  for  purchase  of  stock  and 
implements,  and  were  not  added  on  to  purchase  price 
on  which  annuity  was  calculated,  15258-60. 


Congested  Estates  and  Free  Grants  from  Reserve 
Ftjnd. 

If  there  were  loss  to  Commissioners  in  settling  mi- 
grants, or  to  Board  an  relieving  acute  congestion,  it 
ought  to  be  made  up  by  increased  grants  to  Reserve 
Fund  and  general  income,  respectively,  15258. — Two 
sorts  of  sales  which  Estates  Commissioners  were  en- 
titled to  perform  required  separate  treatment  (a) 
purchase  under  Section  6 in  which,  without  calcula- 
tion for  improvements  re-saie  could  be  effected  with- 
out loss  ; in  this  case  money  spent  on  reproductive  im- 
provement got  back  in  enhanced  price  was  admittedly 
repayable  from  Land  Purchase  Fund  to  Reserve 
Fund ; (b)  purchase  of  congested  estates  under  Section 
6 (4)  and  (5)  such  as  giving  fair  return  to  vendor, 
could  not  be  re-sold  without  loss ; in  such  cases  loss 
must  not  exceed,  in  the  aggregate,  10  per  cent., 
15260. — This  was  provision  which  should  be  done 
away  with,  and  Commissioners  should  be  put  in  same 
position  as  Congested  Districts  Board  ; loss  so  incurred 
was  to  be  made  good  by  charging  sum  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment with  a sum  sufficient  to  pay  interest  and  sinking 
fund  on  total  amount  of  net  loss  incurred  on  con- 
gested estates,  15261.  15264. — Limit  on  loss  ought 
to  be  wide  one,  and  Lord  Lieutenant’s  present  power 
< f declaring  estate  to  be  congested  should  be  con- 
tinued ; where  so  certified,  Commissioner's  should  have 
free  hand  as  to  amount  of  loss  in  re-ar'ranging,  etc., 
15262-3.— They  could  lose  10  per  cent,  at  present  on 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  authority  and  declaration  of  con- 
gestion, the  owner  first  agreeing,  15266-7. — A report 
of  what  loss  would  be  necessary  was  made  to  Lord 
Lieutenant;  they  could  not  go  beyond  amount-  of  loss 
authorised  by  him,  15268-70. — Their  dealings  with  con- 
gested estates  so  far  had  practically  amounted  to 
nothing,  15271. — Difficulties  had  arisen  as  to  manner 
of  giving  effect  to  provisions  of  Act  of  1903;  in 
scheme  suggested  for  County  Roscommon  of  converting 
grazing  land  into  tillable  holdings  for  migrants  there 
must  be  loss,  if  vendors  were  to  receive  prices  repro- 
ducing average  income  from  land,  free  from  in- 
fluences of  intimidation ; in  such  cases  of  migration 
as  Board  had  already  dealt  with  they  admitted  aver- 
age loss  of  £84  per  migrant,  in  migrating  207  tenants, 


Allowance  should  be  made  for  Efff.cts  of  Intimi- 
dation in  Calculating  average  Net  Rental. 

Influences  of  intimidation  might  be  prevalent  in 
some  spots,  but  not  as  a whole,  15273. — In  consider- 
ing fair  incomes  any  special  circumstances  must  be 
taken  account  of ; periods  wheal  land  was  un-let 
owing  to  intimidation,  for  instance,  must  be  omitted 
when  computing,  15274,  15277— Unlawful  influence 
ought  not  to  be  taken  into  account,  it  would  be 
temptation  to  intimidate,  15275-6,  15281,  15289.— 
Income  should  be  reckoned  and  price  determined  under 
normal  conditions,  15278-9. — Witness  had  no  definite 
case  of  intimidation  in  mind,  but  there  were  such 
cases,  15284-8. — Cases  where  no  intimidation  came  in, 
only  misfortune,  and  inability  to  meet  payments  were 
different.  15290. — By  intimidation  witness  meant  any 
act  which  prevented  man  from  receiving  income  which 
he  otherwise  would  receive,  or  prevented  him  from 
exercising  individual  freedom  and  putting  cattle  on 
Whlch  ifc  woul!i  pay  him  to  Put  them  071  - 15291. 
15307. — In  calculating  income  of  landlord  who  re- 
ceived £1,000  for  farm  during  one  year,  and  next 
year  was  unable  to  let  it  owing  to  agitation,-  witness 
wernid  not  take  that  year  into  consideration  at  all, 
out  the  fifteen  previous  yeare,  15292-3.— A general 
feeling  or  general  drop  in  price  of  land  must  be  taken 
into  account-;  witness  would  be  satisfied  to  eliminate 
intimidation  altogether  and  merely  go  on  the  value 
oi  the  land,  if  that  value  lhad  fallen,  15294-9— 
If  a piece  of  land  could  no  longer  fetch  former 
value  as  result,  of  a state  of  public  feeling  while 


exactly  similar  land  in  another  county  was  un- 
affected witness  thought  price  ought  to  be  decided  by 
what  land  would  fetch  under  normal  conditions, 
15299-04. 


Boycotted  Tenant  Purchaser  could  not  be  allowed 
TO  FALL  INTO  ARREARS. 

If  State  took  up  grass  lands  and  transplanted  ten- 
ants and  then  owing  to  such  feeding,  tenants  were 
boycotted  at  fairs,  tenants  ought  not  to  suffer,  but 
small  holder  when  once  put  in  could  not  be  allowed  to 
fall  into  arrears  because  of  boycott  at  markets,  it 
would  be  putting  premium  on  intimidation,  15308- 
13. — Witness  did  not  want  to  bind  tenant  by  cir- 
cumstances of  time  and  place  While  relieving  land- 
lord, unless  circumstances  resulted  from  combination 
to  drive  down  prices,  15314-5. 


• Size  of  Economic  Holdings. 

As  to  size  of  economic  holdings,  it  was  difficult  to 
lay  down  general  rule,  in  some  districts  there  might 
be  outside  sources  of  employment,  'in  others  larger 
holding  might  be  necessary,  but  care  should  always 
be  taken  not  to  create  too  small  holdings,  such  as 
would  be  seriously  affected  by  failure  of  potato-crop, 
for  instance  through  being  entirely  dependent  on  it, 
15316-8. — The  German  Government  recognised  as  an 
economic  (holding  one  suitable  to  be  worked  by  a horse, 
15320. — Under  Irish  conditions,  wiitness  thought  a 
holding  ought  to  have  power  of  keeping  a horse,  and 
the  holdings  Commissioners  were  trying  to  create 
would  require  one,  15321-2,  15324. — It  was  never 
contemplated  to  create  new  holdings  that  could  only 
be  worked  by  the  spade,  15323. — As  to  thirty  acres 
being  too  much,  it  depended  on  the  land ; ten-acre 
holding  was  not  economic,  15326-8. 

Labourers’  Cottages  and  Uneconomic  Holdings- 


Witness  had  no  objection  to  creation  of  labourers’ 
cottages  by  District  Councils,  at  public  expense,  so 
far  as  Commissioners  were  concerned,  15335. — Com- 
missioners recommended  labourers’  cottages  in  dis- 
tricts whore  they  were  required,  and  whelre  labourers 
were  not  satisfactorily  housed ; it  was  necessary  for 
agriculture,  15337-8,  15347. — There  was  no  real  com- 
parison between  labourer’s  cottage  with  potato-patch 
and  small  (holding,  15345. 


Question  of  Landlord  disposing  of  Grass  Lands 
to  New  Tenants. 


It  had  come  to  official  knowledge  of  Commissioners 
that  in  three  cases  landlords  proposed  to  dispose 
of  their  land  by  public  auction,  instead  of  sell- 
ing it  to  Commissioners,  taking  the  fine  and  divid- 
ing the  land,  preliminary  to  afterwards  disposing  of 
tenanted  portion  under  Act  of  1903,  15348-50— There 
were  public  pronouncements  in  Commissioners’  Re- 
port that  such  cutting  up  was  contrary  to  principle 
and  poUicy  of  the  Act.  15353. — If  land  were  so  dis- 
posed of  to  outsiders  who  did  not  want,  it,  and  people 
who  did  want  ifc  were  deprived,  it  migfhfc  be  a 
barrier  to  the  work,  15354a-5. — Witness  knew  of  no 
means  of  preventing  the  evil  if  it  existed,  15356-7— 
In  the  three  cases  referred  to,  one  sale  went  through, 
another  was  refused,  and  the  third  case  investigated ; 
the  declaration  of  Estates  Commissioners  put  an  end 
to  the  procedure.  15359-60— Only  one  case  in  which 
landlord  received  ten  or  twelve  years’  purchase  in 
the  shape  of  fines,  afterwards  selling  lands  with 
bonuses  of  Act  of  1903,  and  then  put  up  the  price 
of  land  to  forty-five  or  fifty  years’  purchase,  15360a. 
—For  purposes  of  application  of  Act  of  1903  tenancies 
were  not  recognised  as  within  the  Act,  whidh  were 
created  after  its  passing,  these  would  be  future  ten- 
ancies, 15361. 


* put  in  by  Eight  Hon.  F.  S.  Wrench 


Toil 


A.  — Statement  of  Views,  V°l 

B. —EHma  I, cm  Xeport  on ' the  German 

colonisation  Commission, 

C— Proceeding  adopted  by  Eilntes  Commission 
for  acquiring  Untenanted  fond, 
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FINUCANE,  Mr.  Commissioner. 


FINDCANE,  Mr.  Commissioner — continued. 


Meaning  or  Term  “Congestion.” 
Definition  of  congested  districts  in  Section  36  of 
Act  of  1891  w ns  said  by  Mr.  A.  Balfour  to  be  taken 
from  Arrears  of  Rent  Act,  1882,  and  was  founded  on 
i-atdo  of  valuation  to  population,  districts  declared 
congested  were  parts  of  each  county  in  Connaught, 
parts  of  Clare,  Cork,  Kerry,  and  Donegal,  are  three 
and  a half  million  acres,  population  half  a million, 
Poor  Law  valuation  averaged  £1  per  head,  “ Con- 
gested ” in  Ireland  did  not  mean  too  many  people  to 
square  mile,  as  population  was  really  spa/rse,  but 
insufficiency  of  arable  and  pastoral  land" for  support  of 
population,  mere  appropriate  name  would  be  im- 
poverished districts,  Mr.  A.  Balfour  explained  that 
objects  of  Land  Purchase  Bills  of  1890-91  in  creating 
Congested  Districts  Board  were  (1)  amalgamation 
of  holdings  and  migration  of  tenants  (2)  develop- 
ment of  industries  (3)  improvement  of  fishing  re- 
sources of  congested  counties,  Land  Purchase  per 
se  formed  subordinate  part  of  Board’s  duties  except 
where  necessary  for  amalgamation  and  migration, 


other  manner  with  remainder  of  tenants  rather  tW 
make  average  £7,  15382,  15385.— Congested  District- 
Board  had  adopted  latter  principle  and  consequence 
was  that  large  number  of  holdings  had  been,  left  nn 
economic,  emigration,  labour,  fishing,  &c.  coUu 
give  employment  ro  surplus,  15385.— If  people  abto 
lutely  refused  to  migrate  when  better  land  was  offered 
them  they  should  be  left  to  do  best  they  could  in  old 
conditions,  but  chances  were  they  would  not  refuse 
15387-91.— On  Dillon  Estate  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  done  best  they  could  with  available  land 
15392.— Standard  of  congestion  must  be,  to  large 
extent,  matter  of  discretion,  reason  for  taking 
£10  valuation  was  that  it  represented  twenty  statute 
acres  of  fairly  good  land  in  west,  and  £12  10s.  re- 
presented twenty-five  acres,  experts  held  that  twenty- 
five  acres  was  as  small  a holding  as  there  was  anv 
chance  of  succeeding  with,  15416.— Congestion  on 
western  seaboard  was  both  industrial  and  agricul- 
tural, 15418.— People  were  not  originally  attracted  to 
this  spot  by  fishing  and  kelp  industries,  but  were 
compelled  to  go,  15419. 


Purchase  Powers  Necessary  to  Board's  Work. 

Board  had  found  ic  impossible  to  do  their  work 
without  purchase  powers  and  had  had  to  apply  for 
them,  15364,  15364a. — Mr.  Balfour's  idea  may  have 
been  that  vacancies  left  by  emigration  would  have 
given  land  for  amalgamation  of  holdings,  15366.— On 
that  Scottish  system  might  be  'intermixed  with  crea- 
tion of  peasant  proprietorship,  15367. 


Definition  op  Congestion  Needed  Amendment. 

Statutory  definition  gave  rough  and  ready  means 
of  determining  most  strikingly  poverty-stricken  areas, 
but  was  defective  as  regards  enlargement  of  holdings, 
as  it  excluded  largo  number  of  petty'  holdings  outside 
congested  counties,  example  of  such  was  estate  in 
County  Cavan,  which  had  come  before  Estates  Com- 
missioners, it  was  badly  congested  as  large  numbers 
of  holdings  were  under  £5  rateable  value,  but  it 
was  outside  scheduled  counties ; all  agricultural 
congestion  ought  to  be  covered  by  defining  congested 
estate  as  one  that  had  large  proportion  of  agricultural 
or  pastoral  holdings  of  less  than  £10  rateable  value, 
or  which  consisted  of  mountain,  or  bog  land,  15368. 
—Act  of  1903  had.  made  minimum  of  rateable  value 
.£5  and  stipulated  that  half  the  number  of  hold- 
ings must  be  under  £5  valuation  to  make  estate  con- 
gested, witness  would  make  much  larger  proportion 
£10  minimum  of  congestion  on  anv  estate, 
whether  in  congested  districts  or  not,  15369.— If  there 
were  ten  or  fifteen  holdings  under  £10  valuation  on 
estate  otherwise  good,  Estates  Commissioners  should 
icwoP°™Lr  define  these  as  separate  congested  estate, 
15372.— There  was  no  difference  in  principle  between 
■ enlarging  holding  in  Mayo  of  less  than  £10  rateable 
value  and  one  in  Meath  of  same  value,  15373.— Prox- 
imity of  a few  small  holdings  to  large  economic  ones 
on  same  estate  did  not  generally  benefit  them,  even 
small  proportion  should  be  declared  congested  if  they 
were  so,  15375. — Though  need  for  enlarging  small 
Iioldings  in  richer  counties  was  not  so  great  as  in 
scheduled  areas,  Estates  Commissioners  and  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  should  have  power  of  enlarg- 
ment  wherever  practicable,  even  if  10  per  cent.  lc?s 
were  involved,  15376-8. — In  Limerick,  Meath,  and  else- 
where there  were  clusters  of  uneconomic  small  holding 
tenants  would  get  employment  if  near  large  cultivated 
holdings  but  not  from  grazing  farms,  15377.— Herds 
' w-^Ulli  , employed  by  big  grazing  farms,  15379. 
— Witness  advocated  distinct  definition  of  oonges- 
“SSrtauring  and  enumerating  all  con- 
KSd  nSS?’  1^8°'7^Staf?  Commissioners  or  Con- 
®ls«ric.cs  Board  should  not  be  compelled  to  de- 
^ bufc  should  have  power  to  do 

witness,  took  £10  as  standard  because  £10  rateable 
value  was  smallest  holding  an  proceeds  of  which 
£12i1  m'  w.ou!'1  1 bH*r  ftojidai-rt. 

1111  holdi"8s 

Holdings  should  be  Raised  to  a Minimum  Stan- 
dard of  £10  Valuation. 

• If  land  available  were  not  sufficient  to  brine  all 
holdings  up  to  £10  valuation  it  would  be  better  to 
■bring  m,  „p  to  that  stand*.-!  and  deal  in 


Remedies  Proposed  in  event  of  there  not  being 

LAND  ENOUGH  TO  BRING  ALL  HOLDINGS  UP  TO  £10 

Standard. 

If  land  in  Ireland  was  insufficient  State-aided 
emigration  would  be  much  better  than  perpetuating 
uneconomic  condition®,  but  compulsory  emigration 
should  not  be  adopted,  15393-5.— If  industries,  or  im- 
proved fishing,  or  other  supplemental  means  could 
keep  people  at  home  it  would  be  better  for  them  to 
stay,  15396.— But  development-  of  industries  was 
hypothetical  and  might  fail,  only  certain  economic 
factor  was  the  land,  15397-15400.— Assuming  that 
complete  control  could  be  obtained  over  all  unten- 
anted and  grass  land  two-thirds  of  the  people  could 
bs  provided  for,  15401-2.— If  country  could  not  sup- 
port inhabitants  it  would  be  better  to  aid  emigration, 
15403-5. — But  country  was  big  enough  to  support  pre- 
sent population  and  more,  15406. — Fishermen  or  mi- 
gratory labourers  who  paid  rent  for  patch  of  land 
and  house  where  their  families  could  reside  were  tot 
fanners,  but  everything  should  be  done  to  help  them 
and  to  develop  their  industries,  and  any  that  really 
wished  for  fairm  should  be  provided  with  land,  15471- 
2.— Migratory  labourers  Who  had ' been  to  England 
farmed  satisfactorily,  but  fishermen  did  not.  but 
there  was  not  land  for  all,  15473. — If  improvement 
of  houses,  fishing,  &c.,  of  one-third  residue  in  con- 
gested areas  did  not  answer  they  must  migrate,  or 
emigate,  15475. — There  must  be  no  legal  disqualifi- 
cation, those  fitted  for  it  Should  be  given  land,  but 
many  were  not  fit  and  all  could  not  be  supplied, 
15477-9. — Patches  of  bog  cultivated  with  potatoes 
and  oats  did  not  give  experience  for  cultivation  of 
grass  land,  15480-1. — If  people  had  skill  and  means 
for  farming  they  ought  to  be  helped,  15483-5.— Wit- 
ness proposed  that  all  congested  estates  in  scheduled 
areas  should  be  bought,  15486-8. — No  geographical 
differentiation  should  be  made,  but  ability  to  wr.rk 
and  willingness  to  move  should  bs  test  of  migration, 
15490. — Holdings  of  those  who  had  migrated  should 
be  sold  to  those  who  'remained,  and  if  money  were 
available  advances  should  be  given  for  improvement 
u 1011SRR-  15491. — Inspection  should  ascertain  on 
the  spot  in  any  district  who  were  unfit,  for  migration, 
15493. — Conditions  in  seaboard  districts  made  it 
likely  that  largest  proportion  would  be  unfit  there, 
15494-5. — Presumption  would  be  in  favour  of  not  mi- 
grating fishermen,  15495. 

Valuation  as  Test  whether  Holding  was 
Economic. 

Valuation  was  only  possible  basis  of  definition  of 
congestion,  but  Government  had  never  yet  got  in- 
formation as  to  actual  rental  of  Irish  estates,  except 
those  that  came  in  for  sale,  Griffith’s  valuation  had 
been  regulated  by  prices  of  agricultural  produce  based 
on  average  of  principal  maritime  markets  of  Ire- 
land during.  a given  period,  Digest  of  Evidence  on 
the  Occupation  of  Land  by  Captain  Kennedy,  written 
for  Devon  Commission  described  valuation,  system, 
since  then  prices  of  cereals  had  fallen,  but  potatoes, 
mutton,  beef,  butter,  &c.,  had  insen,  therefore,  valua- 
tion of  cultivated  land  made  sixty  years  ago  should 
be  higher' than  rent  of  present  ' time,  valuation  of 
pasture  land  would  be  too  low  now,  three  million 
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.t,r€6  <>f  land,  according  to  Agricultural  Department 
returns  for  1904,  had  changed  from  cultivation  to 
pasture  after  Famine,  when  evictions  took  place,  so 
that  greater  portion  of  the  3,000,000  acres  was  over- 
rated, only  pasturage  was  under-rated,  15408-9. — Ln 
Great  Britain  transfer  from  tillage  to  pasturage  had 
t iken  place,  but  valuation  had  been  made  up-to-date, 
whereas  in  Ireland  it  had  not  been  changed,  15410. 
Transfer  from  tillage  to  grass  was  not  peculiar  to 
Ireland,  15411-2.— Cause  was  that  tillage  did  nor  pay 
so  well  as  grass,  but  that  did  not  affect  argument 
regarding  Griffith’s  valuation  of  land  which  was  then 
in  cultivation,  but  was  now  under  pasture,  figures 
were  not  based  on  valuation  alone,  but  Commissioners 
had  traced  relation  of  valuation  to  rent,  15413. — Rate- 
able value  did  not  give  true  value  of  land  at  present 
time,  but  had  to  be  used  in  absence  of  better  basis, 
15414-5. — Stock  and  dairying  were  now  staple  pro- 
ducts of  agriculture  in  Ireland  and  prices  had  risen 
since  Griffith’s  valuation,  so  value  of  pasture  lands 
on  which  stock  was  raised  must  have  risen,  but  that 
was  counterbalanced  by  fact-  that  cultivated  land  was 
over-valued  under  Griffith’s  valuation,  15421-6. 
— All  calculations  based  on  valuation  were  liable  to 
■•-rtain  amount  of  error,  but  it  was  best  basis  ob- 
tainable, and  source  of  error  was  not  so  great  as 
might  be  supposed,  15433. — Price  of  cereals  was  less 
than  at  time  of  Griffith's  valuation,  but  cost  of 
cultivation  and  wages  of  labour  had  been  doubled 
since  then,  15435. — So  Griffith’s  valuation  of  culti- 
vated land  was  much  too  high  now,  even  if  correct  in 
his  time,  15436.— Griffith  himself  acknowledged  that 
to  allow  a margin  his  valuation  was  25  per  cent, 
under  real  letting  value,  15437. — His  instructions  to 
valuators  were  that  land  should  be  valued  on  liberal 
scale,  value  was  not  to  be  judged  by  a-ppear amces, 
but  by  digging,  and  badly  fanned  land, was  to  be 
judged  at  same  rate  as  similar  land  well  farmed,  all 
permanent  improvements  were  t-o  be  considered,  in- 
dustrious farmer  who  tilled  well  would  not  be  charged 
more  than  indolent  one,  15439. — Margin  of  25  per 
cent,  would,  to  some  extent,  compensate  for  enhanced 
cost  of  labour  now,  15440. — If  land  were  re-valued 
witness  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  higher  or 
lower  than  Griffith’s  valuation,  as  no  fixed  principles 
were  followed  in  making  valuation,  15441. — If 
Griffith’s  valuation  were  reliable  rents  fixed  would 
be  same  as  valuation.  15443-4. — To  make  tenants 
growing  cereals  and  those  using  land  for  pasture  pay 
alike  on  Griffith's  valuation  now  would  be  unreason- 
able. present  value  of  land  would  have  to  be  ob- 
tained', 15445. 


Valuation  and  Rent  Compared. 

Griffith’  valuation  did  not  now,  and  never  did,  re- 
present fair  letting  value  of  land  in  Ireland,  valua- 
tion was  now  a little  more  than  judicial  rent  and 
judicial  rent  represented  fair  value  of  land,  ten  or 
fifteen  years  ago  valuation  was  much  less  than  rent, 
but  since  reduction  in  court  valuation  and  judicial 
rents  were  about  equal,  15428-9. — This  was  on  both 
first  and  second  term  rents,  15430. 


Working  of  Crofters*  Commission  in  Scotland. 

Crofters’  Commission  in  Scotland  had  to  deal  with 
same1  evils  as  were  in  congested  districts  in  Ireland, 
uneconomic  holdings,  undue  extension  of  area  of 
holdings,  insecurity  of  tenure,  high  rents,  defective 
communication,  want  of  good  harbours,  &c.,  15448. — 
Scotch  Crofters’  Commission  had  recommended  that 
special  facilities  s'hould  be  given  for  improving  hold- 
ings paying  not  less  than  £6  rent,  but  left  the  poorest 
classes  untouched,  15469-70.— They  said  they  did  this 
to  avoid  a greater  evil,  but  this  limit  was  not  ac- 
cepted by  Parliament,  and  was  not  put  into  Crofters’ 
Act  of  1886,  15471.— Scotch  Crofters’  Act  provided 
for  enlargement  of  small  holdings  up  to  a standard 
of  £15.  by  obtaining  land  on  lease  from  proprietors 
in  occupation  and  also  by  diminishing  larger  hold- 
ings in  occupation  of  farmers,  where  they  exceeded 
stipulated  value,  if  voluntary  concession  wore 
ci!ul.Pulsol7  process  should  be  adopted,  15498, 
15500.— Principle  of  compulsion  was  definitely  recog- 
nised by  Legislature,  but  was  hedged  in  by  safe- 
gnante  against  diminution  of  letting  value  of  farms 
diminished  in  area  and  so  largely  inoperative ; if  com- 
pulsion were  to  be  adopted  in  Ireland  “purchase” 


would  have  to  be  substituted  for  “letting,”  15500.— 
Inoperativeness  of  Crofters’  Act  was  probably  fault 
of  Commission  who  did  not  put  compulsory  powers 
into  force,  15501.— Referring  to  (1)  undue  contrac- 
tion of  area  of  holdings;  (2)  extension  of  area  of 
holdings  and  of  area  in  occupation  of  owners  witness 
submitted  tabular  statements  shewing  (a)  total  area 
and  valuation  of  untenanted  land  that  might  be  avd- 
i.ble  for  enlargement  of  holdings ; (5)  total  number 
and  valuation  of  holdings  less  than  £10  and  valua- 
tion of  land  required  to  bring  them  up  to  £10.  15450. 

Amount  of  Untenanted  Land  available  fob  En- 
largement of  Holdings  ; Amount  required  to 
raise  all  Holdings  to  £10  Standard. 

Figures  relating  to  untenanted  land  in  owners’ 
occupation  were  taken  from  Return  recently  prepared 
by  Commissioner  of  Valuation,  demesnes,  bogs,  moun- 
tains, plantations  and  waste  land  were  included,  so  all 
shown  was  not  available  for  enlargement  of  holdings, 
Registers  and  Maps  at  office  o:  Commissioner  of 
Valuation  showed  area,  valuation,  &c.,  of  every  ten- 
anted holding  in  Ireland — “ holding  ” as  used  by 
Commissi  oner  of  V aluation  meant  unit  of  area 
separately  valued  for  Poor  Law  valuation  and  might 
belong  either  to  tenant  or  landlord,  witness  had  tried 
to  have  eliminated  demesnes,  bogs,  mountains,  &c., 
so  as  to  arrive  at  real  amount  available  for  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings,  demesnes  were  eliminated  in  toio 
at  present  because  Act  of  1903  encouraged  owners  to 
vetain  demesnes  and  live  in  Ireland,  figures  might, 
not  be  quite  correct,  but  were  near  enough  to  support 
inference  drawn  from  them,  possibly  available  area 
had  been  over  estimated,  one  inference  from  figures 
was  that  total  area  of  untenanted  land  was  not 
sufficient  to  raise  half  of  existing  holdings  under  £10 
valuation  to  that  standard,  as  total  available  was 
£620,000,  while  land  required  would  have  valuation 
of  £1,500,000,  deficiency  of  land  was  greatest  where 
it  was  most  needed,  total  available  in  congested 
counties  was  only  valued  at  £216,000,  while  amount 
required  would  be  £707,000,  in  Mayo  £164,000  would 
be  required,  but  only  £29.000  was  available,  Donegal 
would  require  £146,000,  but  only  £12,000  was  avail- 
able, in  Meath  only  was  there  more  land  available 
than  was  required,  viz.  : £68,000  against  £34,000 
needed,  15451. — In  Roscommon  number  of  holdings 
under  £4  were  5,687,  under  £10,  13,449,  value  re- 
quired for  enlargement  £69,000,  available  land  only, 
£30,000,  or  £27.000  excluding  bogs,  &c.,  15454. — Mr. 
Doran’s  figures  were  different,  based  on  personal  in- 
. quiries,  witness’s  were  taken  from  records  of  Commis- 
sion of  Valuation,  which  gave  area,  value  and' situa- 
tion of  every  holding  in  Ireland,  15^57,  15460. — Wit- 
ness’s figures  dealt  merely  with  untenanted  land  in 
owners’  occupation,  Mr.  Doran  included  ail  land  in  ten- 
ants occupation  over  £25, 15458. — Figures  referred  only 
to  scheduled  congested  districts,  15461. — In  Table  No. 
3 figures  in  lump  for  whole  of  Ireland  were  given, 
15462-3. — Rateable  value  of  holdings  not  exceeding 
£10  in  whole  of  Ireland  was  £275,344,  not  exceeding 
£4  £134,000,  15465. — Land  require!  to  bring  all  up 
to  £10  standard  was  one  and  a half  million,  total 
available,  £620,000.  exclusive  of  bogs,  See.,  15466. — 
As  land  available  was  'insufficient  for  requirements 
questions  were  (a)  Should  only  certain  proportion  of 
holdings  be  enlarged ; (6)  Should  efforts  be  made  to- 
acquire  land  in  occupation  of  large  tenant  farmers, 
and  tenant  purchasers  to  supplement  available  area. 

Effect  of  Diminution  of  Large  Grazing  Tract  on 
Cattle  Industry. 

Objection  had  to  be  made  that  diminution  of  area 
of  large  grazing  farms  in  Connaught  would'  be 
economically  bad  as  they  were  required  to  produce- 
two-year-old  store  cattle,  and  yearlings  for  fattening 
lands  of  Meath,  answer  to  that  was  (1)  if  grazing 
farms  were  split  up  small  tenants  would  keep  their 
yearlings  till  fit  for  fattening  in  Meath;  (2) 
by  small  fanning,  such  as  in  Belgium,  more 
cattle  could  be  raised  to  acre  by  tillage  and  house- 
feeding  than  by  grazing;  (3)  numerous  and 
prosperous  peasantry  was  more  important  than 
numerous  fat  catt-le,  15503. — Schedules  showed  all  un- 
tenanted  land  in  owners’  occupation,  including  grass 
lands  of  Meath,  etc.,  15504-7.— Fattening  lands  in 
owners’  occupation  in  Meath  were  said  to  be  too  riel; 
for  cultivation ; witness  doubted  this ; he  had  seen  at 
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one  time  parts  of  Golden  V ale  in  Limerick  under  cul- 
tivation ; it  was  best  land  in  Ireland,  and  change  had 
been  made  to  grazing  because  profits  of  pasture  were 
higher;  even  if  land  were  split  up  fattening  could 
be  continued,  15508. — If  it  were  economically  sounder 
to  keep  land  under  pasture  either  big  farmers  could 
be  brought  from  Roscommon,  leaving  land  available 
for  relief  of  congestion,  or  it  could  be  split  up  into 
smaller  holdings,  and  in  either  case  kept  m pasture, 
15510-2. — If  split  up  larger  number  of  people  would 
be  provided  for,  15512.— 5f  people  were  to  be  moved 
from  congested  parts  of  Roscommon,  others  would 
have  to  be  moved  to.  other  places  to  make  room  for 
them,  15516. — If  striping  were  adopted  one  holder 
would  be  replaced  by  a number  of  small  graziers, 
15517.— Big  graziers  could  buy  larger  quantities  of 
cattle,  and  so  could  place  them  on  land  cheaper  than 
number  of  small  men  going  from  different  farms,  but 
number  of  smaller  men  could  combine,  so  that  loss 
would  not  be  very  great,  15520. — It  was  important  to 
find  out  whether  any  tracts  of  land  in  Ireland  ought 
to  be,  from  an  economical  standpoint,  kept  as  grazing 
land,  15523. — These  areas  should  not  be  deducted  from 
land  available  for  migration,  but  should  be  split  up, 
£5526.  — Advantages  of  breaking  up  land  into  small 
holdings  and  giving  large  number  of  people  means  of 
livelihood,  making  them  content,  would  far  more  than 
counterbalance  any  disadvantages,  15550-1.— Mr. 
Bailey  would  give  evidence  as  to  large  grazing  lands 
furnishing  markets  for  small  holders  of  South  and 
West  about  importation  of  Canadian  cattle,  15552.— 
He  also  knew  extent  of  stall-feeding  in  Ulster,  etc., 
15553.— If  land  were  better  fitted1  for  grazing  than  for 
tillage,  it  was  only  as  a second  resort  that  it  should 
be  broken  up,  15554-5. — New  holdings  should  be  ar- 
ranged, if  possible,  so  that  there  would  be  varying 
class  of  soil  for  each  holding,  15556.— Land  on  estate! 
was  of  unequal  value,  poorer  land  ought  to  be  culti- 
TkIIv'o  O t gmne  mixed  system  on  holdings, 
wm  u iT~BeSt  P?rfcs  of  country  now  unpopulated 
would  have  a fair  population,  15562. 

Possibi-litv  of  Successful  Stall-feeding  in 
Ireland. 

„ Sunshine  might  add  a good  deal  to  success  of  farm- 
ing m Belgium,  but  Switzerland  did  not  get  a great 
deal  of  sunshine,  nor  had  it  as  good  soil  as  Ireland 
yet  it  produced  more  fat  cattle  than  Ireland,  1553l! 

This  was  by  stall-feeding  where  crops  such  as  roots, 
rye  vetches  etc.,  had  to  be  • produced,  15533-8.— 
Ireland  could  produce  as  good  roots,  hay,  grass,  and 
wheat  as  Switzerland,  15539—Witnem  did  not  know 
16540?  ««tsd  in  Ireland, 

Sj  *ereed  thal  conditions  in 

nSr  d f™  prediction  o{  crops  for  stall- 

-Bolginm,  »nd  Switzer- 
land,  15543.— Small  farmers  in  Ireland  were 

bUd  lf,S£|cerl*v  taughfc  economical  farming 
might  succeed,  15545,-Much  denended  on  railway 
rates  and  fares  and  on  marketi,  15546.-Eminent 

Sdand  amUthrtj’  M'  .Emilie  de  Laveleye,  thought 
Inland  much  more  suitable  for  good  farming  than 
Flanders.  Flemings  grew  crops  for  sale  as  well  as 
STL  - hemS,P,TB|  ,and  Trishmen  should  be  able  to 

&aXniy”,and  had  o-"ite « e«d  ****  2 

Question  whether  any  Land  was  too  uich  roe 
Cultivation. 

*5  ras  rt??ly..a  fa,'acy  to  sav  that  land  was  too 
S but  W rh°  h“d  accustomed ^to^poor 

S-3  fS5?5g  Tl*"?^  Sh”u,d  18  to  it, 

15674.  ’ l5575— Tlley  h»d  more  capital  for  working  i< 
I»™»ase  nr  Number  u^Laboe  Hoeptho,  since 
In  evidence  taken  for  Devon  Com  miller,  « 
occupiers  and  uniting  their  lfnd  S°me 
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ing  equal  in  value  to  his  scattered  lots : (1)  was  som 
times  done  simply  to  increase  demesnes  or  farms 
(2)  was  necessary  before  taking  any  other  steps  t,’> 
improve  estate  so  circumstanced,  but  peasantry  h»4 
great  objection  to  it;  process  (1)  had  begun  as  far 
back  as  1830,  but  was  accelerated  by  famine;  evils  of 
sub-letting  and  sub-division  had  gone  so  far  i,, 
1830  that  Dr  Doyle,  Catholic  Bishop  of  Kildare  and 
Leighhn,  had  written  that  the  impression  was  that 
pauper  population  would  go  on  increasing  and  value 
of  land  diminishing  till  produce  would  become  in 
sufficient  to  maintain  population;  evil  was  so  obvious 
that  some  remedies  were  applied.  Department  of  Acn 
culture  reported  that  three  periods  of  change  might  he 
distinguished  during  last  sixty  years  : in  first  chanee 
was  catastrophic  and  closed  before  1851;  second  was 
marked  by  decline  in  small  holdings  and  increase  in 
large  ones;  in  third  period,  last  twenty  years,  changes 
were  few;  consolidation  had  greatly  increased  since 
1845  ’nr2  P.rePared  for  Devon  Commission  there 

were  955,448  holdings  in  all  Ireland,  317,264  contained 
not  more  than  five  acres  each ; there  were  only  7 92fi 

noi  osf  Fff*3**  2,°°  ac,res  each;  in  1904  there  were 
591,244  holdings;  less  than  138,000  contained  not 
more  than  five  acres,  8,096  had  between  200  and  500 
acres  each,  1,527  had  more  than  500  acres,  15577  — 
Of  these  last  795  were  situated  in  scheduled  congested 

; Gahvay  had  15-2  per  cent.,  Mayo *55? 

acres  ^15^78°^  t0tal  number  of  holdings  exceeding  500 
To  obtain  sufficient  Land  for  Relief  of  Conges- 

sm  »e!IoHe”s  5Kom°  “ sc‘“”  “ 

ra!uation  ?f  tenancies  rated  at  more  than 
£100  each  m counties  in  which  were  scheduled  areas 
was  estimated  at  £500,000;  if  each  tenant  sold  S® 
plus  above  £100  rateable  value,  £200,000  rateable 
value  of  land  would  be  available  for  enlargment  of 
nTtfon  o°  don8S:  t‘?U  fadded  * available  areaTn  occm 
0MwHinf  T *Jee  WOu]d  raise  about  two-thirds 
b0  tT  Uuder  £1°  up  t0  ‘hat  standard,  but  avail- 
SliL1  -nd  Wa,  veiT  unevenly  distributed;  Leitrim 

while  CoiWid  and  had  comParatively  little, 

wftiie  Coik  had  more  than  was  required:  if  defied 

Shtnh°av^tonhde  IS***  j37  vo]untary  sales,  valuation 
h e,i°,be  reduced  to  £50  instead  of  £100,  or 
or  FhL  id  have  to  be  migrated  to  other  counties 
to  Wh° j!0uld  not  be  provided  for  would  have 

15579  All UD<ler  U1V'5P1roved  conditions  or  emigrate, 

non  would  have  to  be  taken,  15718.— That  would  nro 

w^taElV"  r-fr,lts'  >»d  ^ on“-fo.Pr", 

Sf «»»  would  be  provision  for 
tb!n  X M h , ' ,15™'2<>— Land  abovi  £50  valua- 

Scheduled  «.*«!«  fak<>n  m countics  in  which  were 
£100  valuation’  buJ, ^or  rest  of  Ireland  land  above 

to£Mast*„SdT5723PrS  “7# , 

tenants  in  =nii«^  I Hi’  would  be  hard  on 

malf  so  if  noSd  2S5tM*  if,  this  distinction  were 

15728  ft  wne  S1ib  e’  standard  should  be  kept  to. 

as  an  «amnt  ^ “ary  to  have  larger  holdings 
proprietary^  Pro  8tinSoUS’  as  d?ad  leveI  of  Peasant 
trous-  for^samn  °r  valuation  would  be  disas- 
landlords  if  th  reason  demesnes  should  be  left  with 
M Sari  L?°uId  .li,e  in  the  bounty  and  wt 
give  examnles  cubure,  and  learning,  and 

substantial  venmon  bi^b  farming ; on  same  principle 
valuation  was  ° aSS  °f  gentleme,i  farmers  of  £100 
1*“ds  - 

W°RWAs°0NrvF -I?0ARD  and  Estates  Commissioners 

DISTRICTS  wm0H'r0K’  AND  MUST  BE  S0  0NTIL 
TRICTS  WERE  BOUGHT  IN  .GLOBO. 

Districts  which  confronted  'both  Congested 

they  could  nnlv  ifnd  ®states  Commissioners,  was  that 
sag  S result Whetn  they  were  offered  for 
could  be  ohf i in«ri  that  only  scattered  portions  of  land 
coma  be  obtained,  so  that  work  of  relieving  congestion 
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was  mere  patchwork.  Witness  showed  map  illustrat- 
ing this,  15580-1. — In  scheduled  areas  only  small  por- 
tion of  land  was  sold  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant, 
15582. — Estates  Commissioners  had  bought  most  land 
in  Galway  and  Mayo ; Donegal  was  untouched,  15584. 

— Patchwork  was  inevitable  so  long  as  Estates  Com- 
missioners had  not  powers  of  compulsory  purchase, 
for  they  could  not  touch  badly  congested  estates  if 
landlord  refused  to  sell,  15585. — Congested  Districts 
Board  had  had  same  difficulty,  15587. — Estates  Com- 
mission could  only  buy  estates  that  were  offered  for 
sale;  they  had  no  option  under  the  law  but  to  buy 
even  if  estates  were  not  suitable ; system  was  bad, 
15588-90. — If  Estates  Commissioners  bought  land  in 
neighbourhood  of  congested  estate  it  was  difficult  to 
migrate  congests  from  other  districts  to  it  as  they 
were  not  well  received  by  people  of  neighbourhood, 
15591-2. — Tenants  of  congested  estate  which  landlord 
refused  to  sell  were  free  to  go  to  better  farms  bought 
by  the  State,  but  landlords  would  have  grievance  if 
that  were  done,'  15592. — It  might  be  to  advantage  of 
landlord,  as  he  would  be  able  to  enlarge  holdings 
without  having  to  pay  for  tenant-right,  but  fact  was 
that  landlords  objected  because  it  upset  their  pro- 
perty, and  it  was  reasonable  objection,  as  it  was  im- 
proper for  officials  to  interfere  in  that  way,  15594-7. 
— No  tenant  would  remove  without  compensation  for 
all  his  improvements,  etc.,  unless  everything  was  pro- 
vided on  new  farm,  15598. — Which  would  mean  great 
loss  to  State,  15599. — If  migrating  tenant  sold  his 
tenant-right,  estate  which  he  was  leaving  would  be  in 
no  better  condition  that  before,  15601,  15606. — But 
if  he  relinquished  tenant-right  to  landlord  State  would 
be  making  present  to  landlord  of  tenant-right,  15602. 
— So  landlord  would  be  gainer,  15603. — But  still  he 
would  have  every  right  to  object  to  interference  and 
would  object,  15604. — If  congested  estates  were  to  be 
improved  they  must  be  sold  either  to  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  or  to  Estates  Commissioners;  then  ad- 
vance, repayable  annually,  could  be  made  for  im- 
provements ; there  was  no  power  to  advance  money 
for  improvements  if  estates  were  sold  direct  from 
landlord  to  tenant,  though  in  certain  cases  free  grants 
could  be  given,  15606. 

Objection  to  direct  Sales  in  Congested  Districts. 

It  was  a great  pity  that  so  many  estates  in  con- 
gested areas  had  been  sold  direct  from  landlord  to 
tenant,  as  no  improvements  had  been  made,  and  worst 
kind  of  holding  had  been  stereotyped  ; out  of  1,025  sold 
in  congested  districts  five-sixths  paid  annuity  of  £10 
and  under,  15608. — Annuities  payable  in  ninety-four 
of  these  were  less  than  £1,  ninety-seven  were  between 
£1  and  £1  10s.,  356  were  between  that  and  £3,  258 
between  £3  and  £5,  160  between  £5  and  £10 ; only  43 
were  above  £10  and  seventeen  above  £20,  15610. — 
This  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  policy  of  Land 
Acts,  but  not  of  letter  of  Act,  15611.— Same  thing 
had  happened  outside  congested  area,  15612-3.— Con- 
clusion was  that  congested  estate  should  never  be 
allowed  to  pass  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant,  15614, 
15622. — Drainage  works  could  more  easily  be  carried 
out  by  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Com- 
missioners before  sale  to  tenants,  15617.— If  money 
were  advanced  for  such  works  before  sale  it  could  be 
covered  in  annuities,  otherwise  it  would  be  lost, 
15618. — Farmers  of  Donegal  were  in  favour  of  this 
system,  15619. — Holdings  which  had  passed  direct 
from  landlord  to  tenant  were  included  in  return  given 
by  witness,  15620.— These  might  be  enlarged  later  if 
?ere  available-  15621.— The  law,  however,  p*ro- 
advances  for  improvements  in  such  cases, 
15622,  15628. — If  land  remained  in  hand  of  tenant 
under  landlord  no  advances  for  improvements  could 
De  made,  15626.— Migration  was  much  more  difficult 
where  congested  estate  had  already  been  sold  to  ten- 
ants  than  it  would  have  been  previously,  as  annuity 
had  to  be  calculated  by  certain  rules,  but  rules  were 
very  difficult  to  work  in  practice,  15269-31. 

Comprehensive  Scheme  of  re-settlement  proposed 
involving  Compulsion. 

All  this  pointed  to  argument  that  all  congested 
estates  should  be  purchased  by  Estates  Commissioners 
as  (1)  it  would  avoid  patchwork,  (2)  it  would  prevent 
proximity  of  congested  estate  which  could  not  be 
touched,  (3)  it  would  prevent  differences  between 
estates  sold  direct  to  tenant  and  those  sold  to  Estates 
Ct^issioners;  ‘his  would  mean  that  (o)  all  con- 
gested estates  in  scheduled  counties  would  have  to  be 
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bought  up  and  kept  in  hand  for  a few  years;  (b)  all 
available  untenanted  land  that  might  be.  required  for 
enlargement  of  holdings  must  be  bought  both  f om 
owners  and  large  tenants  in  congested  areas;  (r)  re- 
arrangement of  holdings  and  apportionment  of  un- 
tenanted land ; such  scheme  would  involve  compulsory 
acquisition  of  land,  15632. — It  was  possible  for  Land 
Commission  to  become  landlords  on  this  large  scale ; 
at  present  they  were  landlords  of  £28,000,000  worth 
of  property,  but  this  scheme  involved  buying  only 
£8,500,000  worth,  15633. — Problem  was  not  so  enor- 
mous as  it  sounded,  15634. — Time  would  be  required 
to  put  estates  in  order  and  to  consider  where  tenants 
should  be  moved ; housing  arrangements  would  have 
to  be  carefully  considered,  15635.  Scheme  would  in- 
volve compulsion  where  lands  could  not  be  acquired 
voluntarily,  15749. 

Relations  between  Estates  Commissioners  and 
tenants  while  lands  were  kept  in  hands — 
Question  of  having  fair  rents  fixed  against 
Commissioners. 

Buying  up  lands  and  keeping  in  hand  until  re-sale 
would  not  put  Estates  Commissioners  in  position  of 
landlords  under  Act  of  1881  and  following  Acts,  as 
Act  of  1903  authorising  them  to  retain  property  up  to 
£20,000,000,  or  by  another  interpretation  £5,000,000 
for  five  years,  they  had  larger  powers  than  ordinary 
landlords,  and  tenants  could  not  come  into  court  every 
fifteen  years  to  have  fair  rents  fixed,  as  they  paid 
interest,  not  rent,  and  Commission  had  summary 
powers  to  realise  it,  15637-9. — Estates  Commissioners 
only  purchased  property  when  three-fourths  of  ten- 
ants had  agreed  to  re-purchase  at  estimated  price  and 
to  pay  3ji  per  cent,  interest  in  lieu  of  rent;  they  had 
same  power  to  realise  interest  as  to  realise  annuity 
on  purchased  land,  by  summary  process ; way  of  deal- 
ing with  oue-fourth  who  refused  to  purchase  had  not 
yet  been  decided;  they  had  same  rights  as  before,  but 
once  purchase  was  agreed  upon  interest  had  to  be 
paid  instead  of  rent;  in  one  case  tenant  had  refused 
to  pay  interest  after  agreeing  to  purchase,  and  County 
Court  Judge  held  that  he  could  have  fair  rent  fixed, 
but  Appellate  Court  had  reversed  this  decision,  15640a. 
— This  did  not  apply  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  as 
they  did  not  take  agreements  to  purchase  from  ten- 
ants, 15641. — But  Estates  Commissioners  must  get 
undertaking  to  purchase  at  certain  price  unless  Lord 
Lieutenant  relieved  them  of  obligation,  15642. — Es- 
tates Commissioners  could  not  take  agreements  about 
purchase  of  improved  holdings  before  improvements 
were  made,  but  they  could  about  holdings  as  they 
were,  and  then  after  improvements  fresh  agreements 
could  be  made,  15644. — If  Estates  Commissioners  had1 
got  agreement  from  tenants  to  purchase  holdings  as 
they  stand  at  certain  price  and  pay  interest  instead 
of  rent  up  to  date  on  which  land  was  vested  in  them' 
they  were  bound  by  that  agreement  and  would  not 
gain  by  going  into  court,  15647. — If  counties  were 
bought  inspector  should  make  careful  examination  of 
every  estate,  going  into  value  of  every  holding  and 
every  estate,  and  then  explain  to  landlords  and  ten- 
ants price  Estates  Commissioners  proposed  to  give, 
if  necessary  compelling  landlords  to  sell,  15648.— 
Tenants  must  give  interest  in  lieu  of  rent  on  holdings 
as  they  stood,  but  when,  later  on,  something  better 
was  offered  re-adjustment  would  follow,  15648a-9. — 
Original  agreement  was  an  absolute  agreement,  but 
tenant  might  choose  to  take  something  better  later 
on,  15650. — Fair  rents  had  been  fixed  against  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  but  they  had  no  judicial 
power,  but  were  in  position  of  landlords.  Estates 
Commissioners  worked  under  different  law  and  had 
different  powers,  15652-3.— If  Estates  Commissioners 
took  over  Congested  Districts  Board  estate  they  would 
have  to  ignore  their  proceedings  and  go  through  for- 
malities required  for  their  own  estates,  15654.— If 
law  put  Estates  Commissioners  in  position  of  Board 
they  would  be  landlords  and  nothing  else,  but  if  they 
proceeded  under  their  present  law  they  might  take 
agreements  to  purchase  from  tenants,  as  they  already 
had  done  on  congested  estates,  following  same  pro- 
1 cedure  as  m case  of  non-congested  estates,  15656-7.— 
3 Commissioners  had  done  this  in  many  cases,  Clan- 
t morns  Estate  being  an  example;  agreements  were 
3 taken  from  small  tenants  to  pay  interest  instead  „f 
i rent  on  purchase  price  of  holding  as  it  stood,  15658. 


r t an  OIAAJU,  0,0000. 

—If  necessary  new  agreement  was  taken  on  purchase 
°*  or  improved  holding,  15659.— Generally  when 
additions  were  made  tenant  agreed  to  pay  higher  inte- 
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rest  without  any  trouble,  16660. — He  had  given  under- 
taking from  beginning  to  buy;  if  he  refused  he  would 
have  to  stay  on  old  farm ; law  had  authorised  this 
procedure,  and  no  court  would  set  it  aside,  15661-2.— 
Estates  Commissioners  had  not  so  far  been  able  to 
lose  10  per  cent,  on  improvement  of  congested  estates 
•out  of  funds  voted  by  Parliament,  at  present  had 
to  lose  it  out  of  reserve  fund,  15663. — Procedure 
with  regard  to  buying  congested  estates  in  sche- 
duled counties  would  be  to  buy  all  estates  in  county 
one  after  another,  first  sending  inspectors  to  see 
whether  tenants  would  pay  certain  annuity  to 
-cover  outlay,  then  price  to  be  offered  to  landlord  would 
have  to  be  ascertained;  fair  price  should  be  offered, 
and  if  price  offered  by  tenants  would  not  cover  that 
it  should  be  bought  with  prospect  of  loss  at  10  per 
■cent.,  15669,  15678. — Compulsory  purchase  could  not 
be  carried  out  without  change  of  law,  16679.— Nor 
could  transfer  from  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
Estates  Commissioners,  15681. — Tenants  were  not  com- 
pelled to  buy ; if  they  objected  they  could  continue  to 
pay  rent,  but  that  was  much  higher,  15683.— Com- 
mission had  power  to  compel  recusant  tenants  to  pur- 
chase  at  estimated  prices  where  three-fourths  of  ten- 
ants had  agreed  to  conditions,  15684.— Estates  Com- 
missioners were  confined  in  their  functions  by 
23rd  section  of  Act,  body  that  dealt  with  settling  faii 
rents  was  quite  distinct  IfifiRfl. Tn  +k„ — 


..  iiiiau  ueam  witJi  settling  fair 

rents  was  quite  distinct,  15688.— In  theory  they  were 
party  to  all  done  by  Land  Commission ; in  fact  they 
a0t’c  1S6®9V~If  tenanfc  refused  to  pay  annuity 
instead  of  rent  he  would  be  tenant  to  Estates  Com- 

yeS^lslfln  4d  Tld  hf7e  revised  everyfiFteen 

takfim^S'4'-^  matter  of  facfc  no  tenant  would 
would  PnrcSh?0S1K10n'  “ *!?*  they  would  have  to  pay 
would  probably  be  more  than  25  per  cent  greater 
than  annuity  15695.-If  tenant  were  buying2  from 

S if  S-rnd  th°  gSt  leductio”  purchase 

price  if  second  term  rent  were  reduced,  but  Estates 
Commissioners  would  have  fired  purohasT prii  „ 
t!S  ”5606 6 wmi  1V*“ed  refusing  thefi  niri- 

annuitT™  £*£?  Sm  I“‘S 

Court  Judge  fixed  rents  1570^4^  Sff  1 c°onty 

tenants  from  rent  courts  ™ be, to  exclude  those 

but  interest,  15707-8 —To  1^!^°  ]ongerpaid  rent, 
tates  Commissioners” fixed*  price^and  Es' 

tenants  as  ordinary  lar.r7l,wi  ?,nd  th.en  deaIt  with 
that  such  was  tKraSfi  flght  ¥ ^plied 

Judge  was  landlord  dealing  witk™?^  c°untrles>  Land 
-In  India  all  estates  S Xuft  15709 ' 
managed,  and  often  .,7"  Wards  were  so 
was  larger  than  whole  of  Ireknd^Hil  °r  & 
same,  but  question  was  nurelv  • gh  Court  dld 

Jsu  is  as  I£t 

transfer  from  Land  pnn,m^  ■ 0 ™a¥  Provision  for 
necessary,  15713.  mmission  to  County  Court  if 

to  promote° prosperily^of^urd;™  «,b0“rt“i  did  more 

land  m grass,  so  there  would  n^k^*11. tbose  wbo  kept 
latter  land,  t£X^fi!otb?1?J,lsti=e  in  taking 

tillage  farms  of  £100  valuaSn’  Were  few 

districts  there  would  not  h«  -m-.’  15??i — dn  congested 
£50,  15732-3. — If  man  had  tT7  tlUage.  farms  over 
farm  under  tillage  he  shmild  Proportion  of  large 

«■*»  »•*  hfd  p.SiabSted,  ,m°ie  1“>™% 

had  not  been  proplrly  "*”d  f“»  ” 

would  have  to  decide,  15734  Tf  I0®06*,  on  the  spot 
land  m conacre  to  smalj  ^TJ/  ^4rg\fa™er  let  out 
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and  leave  tiffed,  but  England’s  policy  was  not  gene 
rally  logical  but  practical,  and  man  who  was  doimr 
best  for  his  county  ought  to  be  treated  best  15735  fi 
—Grazier  might  put  his  land  under  tillage  till  bL 
thought  danger  was  over,  15737.— There  would 
bably  be  greater  discontent  in  county  if  land  were 
taken  from  tillage  farmer  than  from  grazier,  15738  — 
In  administration  of  present  law  distinction  between 
tillage  and  grazing  lands  was  actually  mado  as  ad 
vances  up  to  £7,000  might  be  made  in  case  of  mived 
farm,  but  up  to  £5,000  only  in  case  of  grazing  farm 
though  m actual  practice  rule  was  not  always  obi 
served,  15741.— This  done  because  tenants  would  not  be 
able  to  make  up  balance  of  sale  of  large  estates  in  cash 
and  that  would  stop  sale  of  whole  estate,  15742  —Since 
Royal  Commission  commenced,  graziers  had  been  nut- 
ting up  residences  on  non-residential  farms;  Estates 
Commissioners  would  not  advance  more  than  £3  000 
in  such  case,  15743. — Figures  in  paragraphs  19  and 
20  of  witness  s memorandum  referred  only  to  con 
gested  districts,  15745.— Witness’s  present  proposal 
were  to  lake  land  over  £100  valuation  from  nine 
congested  counties  only*  15748. 

Cost  of  Scheme. 

Maps  and  registers  in  offices  of  Commissioners  of 
Valuation  would  show  where  congestion  existed  in 
whole  of  Ireland;  where  untenanted  land  and  large 
grazing  farms  were  situated,  etc.,  total  valuation  of 
scheduled  congested  counties  was  £577,000,  one-fourth 
had  already  been  sold  to  Congested  Districts  Board, 
to  Land  Commission,  or  to  tenants,  leaving  valuation 
tion  of  laud  to  be  sold  at  about  £410,000,  15750-1.— 
Congested  county  or  scheduled  area  meant  only  por- 
tion of  county  described  in  Act  as  congested,  not  whole 
of  administrative  county,  15752.— “Valuation”  meant 
poor  law  valuation,  15754.— £577,000  included  build- 
ings as  well  as  land,  15755.— Mr.  A.  Balfour,  in  1890, 
nad  said  that  land  in  scheduled  areas  could  lie  bought 
at  average  of  fourteen  years’  purchase  of  the  then  rent, 
which  would  be  equal  to  a little  over  eighteen  years’ 
purchase  of  valuation;  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
actually  purchased  at  12‘2  years’  purchase  of  the  rent 
dunng  first  three  years  of  Land  Purchase  operations; 
Mr.  I arnell  had  said  that  Connaught  could  be  bought 
at  ten  years  purchase  of  valuation ; Estates  Commis- 
sioners had  bought  good  estates  in  Connaught  at 
twenty-one  times  rateable  valuation  and  untenanted 
land  at  twenty-six  times  valuation,  so,  taking  higher 
priees  paid  as  average,  estimated  cost  would  be  for 
(1)  scheduled  districts,  valuation  £4i0,000  at  twenty- 
one  years  purchase  of  valuation,  eight  and  a-half 
p0]1Iids  ’ . (2)  untenanted  land,  valuation 
*435,000,  at  twenty-six  years’  purchase  of  valuation, 
ILi*  -IV  P°ufids;  total  equal  fourteen  and 
a-half  million  pounds;  cost  of  land  in  occu- 
P ~ tenants  or  tenant  purchasers  would 
e greater,  but  three  causes  operated  to  re- 
k°?t  “ such  cases:  (1)  there  might 

,m  va¥e  °f  Jug  grazing  farms  because  of  re- 
ction  in  profits;  (2)  Estates  Commissioners  ought 
not  to  advance  more  than  £5,000.  for  one  grazing 
f°dmg  “ congested  counties,  so  that  if  farmer  of 
3 h°lClng  Proposed  to  purchase  from  landlord  he 
7l!!rr  mak®  good  the  balance  or  remain  tenant 
1 , p ¥ ,or  seH  t°  Estates  Commissioners;  (3)  if 

fivii  C°Uld  be  acquired  from  big  grazing  farmers,  law 
A omPeusation  for  disturbance  at  not  more  than 
Jears.  Ien}  where  rent  was  above  £100,  com- 
?4?ow0n  fnf  lmprovements  being  extra;  tenant’s 
“ could  Prohably  be  bought  at  five  times  the 
fjn,3ni°Vei'  and  above  what  would  be  paid  for  un- 
ia  a w,-  .and,  and  total  purchase  money  of  surplus 
valnnt;igbt  not,  exceed  thirty-one  years’  purchase  of 
that  ^°+r  ab°Ut  nine  and  a-half  million  pounds; 
3 added  to  Previous  estimate,  made  total  of  twenty- 
_nrPflj  i*011-  P°unds;  if  purchase  operations  were 
k9  „ +n  81X  7®ars  f°nr  million  pounds  yearly  would 
miPinn  provided,  if  over  ten  years  two  and  a-half 
rnpnt-  , Peunds ; this  sum  would  provide  for  enlarge- 
iiSmtall*h°,din8s  in  scheduled  areas  as  well  as 
tricL  f0r™^atlVet  counties,  of  which  scheduled  dis- 
in  pypaqo  par?>  as  (a)  untenanted  land  purchased 
be  kont  n-n  requirements  of  scheduled  districts  could 
vobintarii^  baI*¥  non-scheduled  areas  were  sold 
much  a a Zt  and  fhen  utilised  for  enlargement;  (6)  so 
not  hp  km  ak4.n¥nr¥ulred  ^or  scheduled  areas  need 
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Compulsory  powers  needed. 

Compulsion  should  be  applied  in  scheduled  areas, 
and,  if  necessary  for  purchase  of  untenantgd  land, 
outside  scheduled  areas,  too,  15757,  15760. — There  was 
very  little  untenanted  land  in  scheduled  areas,  all 
land  in  them,  tenanted  or  not,  would  have  to  be 
bought,  15759. 

Allowance  for  Tenant’s  Interest. 

Difference  between  21  and  31  years’  purchase  went 
to  the  tenant,  landlord  getting  21  and  tenant  10  for 
improvements  and  disturbance,  15761-3. — Ten  years’ 
purchase  had  been  fixed  as  best  figure  available  for 
tenant’s  interest;  statement  of  Registrar  of  Deeds 
showing  prices  at  which  tenants’  interests  had  been 
transferred  showed  extreme  differences,  varying  from 
five  years’  purchase  to  fifty  times  the  rent ; another 
way  of  ascertaining  worth  of  tenant’s  interest  was 
from  true  value  as  ascertained  by  Land  Commission; 
their  average  of  tenant’s  interest  was  only  about 
seven  years’  purchase,  15763. — This  was  appellate 
fixation  as  well  as  ordinary  Land  Commission,  as 
tenant  had  right  of  appeal,  15765-6. — Land  Commis- 
sion had  fixed  true  value  of  thirty-three  tenancies 
during  year,  with  area  of  1,000  acres,  tenants’  inte- 
rest being  fixed  at  £4,854,  15767. — Seven  years’  pur- 
chase was  average  of  small  and  large  holdings,  15769. 
— There  was  not  much  material  on  which  to  form 
theory  which  would  be  reliable  basis  of  calculation, 
and  assertions  had  been  made  that  Land  Commission 
was  disposed  to  fix  price  of  tenants’  interest  too  low ; 
witness  had  taken  more  liberal  view,  15771. — If  Ex- 
tates  Commissioners  were  buying  untenanted  estate 
whole  interest  was  sold  out  and  out  to  them,  but  ten- 
ant of  tenanted  land  could  sell  his  interest  to  them 
for  improvement  of  estate,  15847. — But  they  could  not 
buy  interest  on  estate  which  was  not  being  sold, 
15848. — If  at  time  of  sale  landlord  bought  tenant’s 
interest  he  would  get  bonus  on  total  purchase  money, 
but  if  tenant  remained  tenant  landlord  only  got  bonus 
on  his  own  interest,  and  nobody  got  bonus  on  tenant’s 
interest  if  Estates  Commissioners  bought  it  after- 
wards, 15849. 


Funds  available  for  scheme — Allocation  between 
Congested  and  Non-Congested  Districts,  etc. 

■Under  witness’s  scheme  £4,000,000  worth  of  pro- 
perty would  pass  in  year,  unless  period  for  carrying 
out  scheme  were  extended,  15773. — There  would  still 
be  fair  amount  of  money  available  for  voluntary  pur- 
chases, 15774. — Witness  hoped  that  £10,000,000 

would  be  available  for  purchases  yearly ; unless 
£6,000,000  were  available  for  voluntary  purchase, 
£4,000,000  should  not  be  given  for  congested  districts, 
15775-7. — If  Treasury  could  grant  only  £5,000,000 
£1,500,000  should  be  set  aside,  15778.— The  £24,000,000 
would  not  be  additional  expenditure  to  that  sanc- 
tioned by  Act  of  1903,  as  it  was  part  of  total  estimated 
purchase  of  £100,000,000,  but  rate  of  purchase  must 
be  accelerated,  15780-3. — Total  amount  applied  for 
from  passing  of  Act  of  1903  up  to  3rd  November, 
1906,  was  £44,325,000;  £17,200,000  Land  Stock  had 
been  raised;  actual  cash  advanced  was  £14,350,000, 
leaving  £30,000,000  worth  of  applications  still  un- 
paid, 15785. — Act  of  1903  had  granted  £5,000,000 
yearly  for  first  three  years,  which  was  actually  about 
what  had  been  paid ; landlords  and  tenants  had  agreed 
among  themselves  to  sell  and  buy  at  more  rapid  pace 
than  Act  had  contemplated;  if  £30,000,000  could  be 
raised  it  could  be  paid  away  in  a year  or  two,  15786. 
—Block  was  due  to  nothing  but  want  of  money  and 
staff  15788. — If  £4,000,000  were  appropriated  for  con- 
gested districts,  it  would  be  starting  with  £30,000,000 
arrears,  but  there  was  nothing  in  Act  of  1903  giving 
precedence  to  any  particular  class  of  estates;  it  was 
question  of  expediency;  Act  was  passed  for  relief  of 
congestion,  therefore  it  would  be  wise  to  tackle  con- 
gested districts  first,  15789-92. — All  available  money 
should  not  be  appropriated  for  congested  districts, 
only  certain  proportion ; if  this  was  not  done  it  would 
be  a long  time  before  congested  districts  could  be 
touched,  15794. — Congested  districts  should  not  have 
to  wait  until  £30,000,000  was  cleared  off,  15797.— Mr. 
Wyndham  had  promised  increased  funds  after  first 
years-  but  bad  not  specified  how  much,  15799, 
16  J10  definite  pledge  had  been  made,  none 

would  be  broken  if  further  addition  were  devoted  to  con- 


gested districts ; landlords  had  made  their  bargains  up 
to  £30,000,000,  though  they  knew  that  only  £5,000,000 
were  available,  because  bargains  were  good,  and  if 
they  waited  they  would  not  get  such  high  prices  later 
on,  15801. — When  Treasury  grant  was  known  estimate 
could  be  made  of  allotments  to  voluntary  purchase 
and  congested  districts,  15803-4. — Estates  Commis- 
sioners had  been  kept  back  by  want  of  funds,  except 
this  year,  15805. — Estates  Commissioners  might  have 
spent  available  sums  much  earlier  than  they  '■  ad 
done  if  delays  had  not  occurred  on  part  rf  vendois’ 
solicitors,  but  all  V-ad  been  spent  by  end  of  year, 
15806. 

Purchase  of  Congested  Estates  outside 
Scheduled  Areas. 

If  estate  outside  scheduled  area  was  congested,  under 
Act  it  could  only  be  sold  to  Estates  Commissioners; 
while  they  were  working  with  special  staff  in  con- 
gested districts,  ordinary  staff  would  inspect  and  buy 
this  if  price  were  fair,  15807. — No  land  could  be  sold 
in  non-congested  areas  without  coming  through 
Estates  Commissioners,  as  they  must  sanction  ad- 
vance ; if  they  bought  land  then  it  was  available  for 
congests,  15809. — If  tenanted  land  were  sold  direct 
to  tenants  and  untenanted  to  Estates  Commissioners, 
they  had  same  control  as  in  congested  districts,  15810. 
— Landlord  in  selling  estate  to  tenants  must  either 
sell  untenanted  land  to  Estates  Commissioners  or  in 
parcels  to  tenants  or  others  under  restrictions  of  Sec- 
tion 2 of  Act,  viz.,  to  tenants  on  estate,  sons  of  ten- 
ants or  others  where  rateable  value  did  not  exceed  £5, 
otherwise  he  could  not  get  advance,  15814.— -If  un- 
tenanted land  were  given  to  unsuitable  persons  Es- 
tates Commissioners  would  refuse  advance,  15815. — If 
Estates  Commissioners  had  adequate  staff  and  accom- 
modation they  could  get  through  £10,000,000  with 
improvements,  or  more,  in  a year,  15817-22,  15827. 

Delays  due  to  Bad  Drafting  of  Act  of  1903. 

So  far  considerable  portion  of  time  had  been  taken 
up  in  controversies  as  to  meaning  of  law ; these  should 
never  have  occurred  if  meaning  had  been  clear ; sixty- 
three  questions  of  law  had  had  to  be  referred  to 
Judicial  Commissioner  on  twenty-three  sections 
worked  by  Commissioners,  15823. — Much  time  was 
wasted  in  answering  questions  in  Parliament ; all 
resulted  from  bad  drafting  and  bad  working  of  Act, 
15824. 

Time  required  for  Improvement  of  Estates. 

Improvements  on  estates  took  different  times;  some 
one,  some  two  years  or  longer,  but  large  staff  could 
deal  with  different  estates  in  different  parts,  and  so 
clear  a great  many  in  a year,  15829-40.— Clanmorris 
Estate  had  taken  about  two  years,  15842-3. — Dillon 
Estate,  which  was  being  worked  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  and  had  hundreds  of  miles  of  drainage, 
would  probably  take  much  longer,  15845. 


Powers  to  be  given  to  Estates  Commissioners. 

Witness  proposed  that  Estates  Commissioners 
should  be  empowered  to  declare  estate  congested  in  any 
part  of  Ireland,  and  to  bring  them  under  land  pur- 
chase provisions  of  Act  relative  to  congested  estates, 
15850. — These  cases  would  not  require  compulsory 
powers,  15851. — Witness  did  not  think  the  Estates 
Commissioners  could  buy  tenant-right  from  tenant 
and  become  themselves  tenants  of  the  landlord,  15853. 

Details  of  Loss  involved  in  Scheme  ; Sources  from 
which  loss  might  be  met. 

Outlay  on  purchase  of  land  would  bo  recovered  by 
annuities  when  lands  were  re-sold,  except  five  years’ 
extra  purchase  of  valuation  paid  to  tenant  farmers 
over  and  above  cost  rate  of  untenanted  land,  aggre- 
gating about  £lg  millions  which  would  have  to  b'e 
19s*1  by  “*©  State;  these  estimates  were  liberal;  they 
showed  that  problem  was  not  so  vast  as  to  be  im- 
possible  if  State  were  willing  to  incur  moderate  loss  • 
Mr.  Doran  thought  that  30,000  tenants  would  have  to 
be  migrated  from  scheduled  areas  on  to  untenanted 
land ; houses  would  have  to  be  built  for  them  at  ex- 
pense of  State  ; this  would  involve  loss  of  £3,000,000  • 
witness  thought  it  would  be  better  to  migrate  the 
more  substantial  farmers,  holding  from  30  to  100 
r 2 
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acres,  leaving  their  laud  available  for  enlargement  of 
poorer  holdings  near;  they  had  more  capital,  there- 
fore cost  of  assisting  them  would  be  less;  15,000  might 
have  to  be  moved;  £200  would  probably  be  lost  on 
each,  making  net  loss  £3,000,000,  15854. — In  sche- 
duled areas  only  about  5,000  farmers  had  valuation 
above  £15 ; total  value  of  their  land  was  £169,543 ; if 
these  men  were  moved  there  would  still  be  required 
about  £242,000  worth,  15855-6. — They  should  not  be 
moved  by  compulsion,  but  if  they  were  shown  advan- 
tages they  would  probably  go  voluntarily,  15857-8.— 
Plan  should  be  to  take  them  on  land  before  house  was 
built  and  explain  amount  of  annuity  and  what  would 
be  done;  this  had  been  done,  and  five  tenants  had 
actually  been  moved  from  congested  estate  to  13  miles 
away ; people  on  spot  wanted  to  stop  them,  but  gentle- 
men of  local  influence  had  persuaded  people  to  with- 
draw opposition,  15859.— Local  people  had  been  given 
some  addition  to  their  holdings,  15862.— They  had 
objected  because  they  wanted  land  for  their  sons, 
15863. — Estates  Commissioners  had  migrated  51  ten- 
ants altogether,  15864.— Loss  of  £4£  millions  which 
would  be  incurred  would  have  to  be  met  if  whole  of 
land  purchase  business  were  made  over  to  Estates 
Commissioners;  Congested  Districts  Board  need  not 
retain  capital  sum  from  interest  of  which  it  defrayed 
loss  incurred  on  purchase  and  sale  of  estates,  etc.  ; 
this  would  probably  be  two  million  pounds;  Church 
•surplus  Fund  for  relief  of  congestion  would  be  U mil- 
lion  pounds,  and  capital  sum  would  be  spent,  15865.— 
If  Congested  Districts  Board  did  work  it  could 
spend  its  own  capital,  15866.— Cost  of  re-ar- 
ranging  farms,  etc.,  could  be  met  by  Estates 
from,  10  . Per  cent-  loss  authorised 
by  Section  44,  sub-section  2 of  Act  of  1903- 
“afc  net  additional  loss  would  be  2£  million 
pounds  at  the  outside,  15866.— Whenever  loss  oc- 
curred  it  would  be  met  by  Parliamentary  vote,  15869- 

15873CaThf  iTUd  estl,ma,te  close]y  amount  of  loss, 
15873— This  10  per  cent,  loss  should  be  expended  on 
°f  estates  m scheduled  areas  from  which 
mflniLri +gr-at€d  ’ Congested  Districts  Board  had 

t“havers 

iect  to  review  after  five  years  -L5B86.— Sub- 
bonus would  have  of 

was  required  to  fill  im  on  sales  if  bonus 

fram  piu-chusc  money’paid  deiiyed 

landlord  had  bLZ  m' 

natural  laws,  it  resulted  fv™ atl?n  °f  economic  or 
iUB.  and  history  InioJJtZ  “nte“d»n‘>.  ™rround- 
Insh  History  showed  £w  dp™1.  t lam ; all 

of  English,  ‘ and  British  h™  bad  su/fere(f  at  hands 
justly  to  V«  “ost  ofSi, edy??Sa0f  May  ”gh‘ 

, s™,  or  Sam  „ Lamau>;  Iscom 

property"  &&1"?  »aI»d  >V 

at  27-4  year,.  puVchie  rf  .h“d  b“"  »‘dd 

that  invested  at  4 per  cent”’™  ilnta  ..s  Bto°d; 
for  every  £100  of  gross  JSgld  S’d  £IZ2  15s- 
purchase  invested  at  31  per  cent  ^mTJ2  years’ 
his  net  income,  15897. 5 P woud  yield  landlord 

Sub-division 

* vSs sftgja  rsTi  ™b- 

. Land  Commission  might  sell  it-  rand  9°?lmis- 
^nation  and  Boundarf  SnrvL  l oners 


«f° v Uoni“ission  might  sell  it"  naJ1Q  V°'mmis- 
of  Valuation  and  Boundarf 


Poor  Rates  were  bound,  if  they  knew  of  it  • 
notice  of  sub-lotting  to  Land  Commission  •'  if  & 
letting  were  done  secretly  they  could  not  gi™  n0ti»- 
if  evils  of  sub-letting  were  to  be  guarded  alaimf  p ’ 
Rate  Collectors  should  have  to  certify  leriodi^?1 
that  they  had  made  inquiries  and  Sr Erf'S 
sub-letting  was  not  going  on;  total  number  of 
divisions  sanctioned  ly  Land  Commission  under  , if 
Acts  since  1081  was  1,023  out  of  over  UO.OOoLm 
mgs ; since  passing  of  Act  of  1903  only  41  hail  w ' 
sanctioned;  sub^Tvisiou  should  be  XSd  ST 
divided  portions  constituted  economic  farm  w 
uneconomic  farm  would  be  created  it  should  not  be 
allowed;  if  small  portion  were  required  for  school 
house,  public  road,  etc.,  it  should  fie  allowed;  cau°s 
whmh  led  to  sub-diyision  in  times  past  were  descried 
m Chapter  XI.,  Part  I.,  of  Cantain 
digest ; these  causes  had  now  ceased  to  operate  m 
greater  part  of  Ireland,  but  still  existed^  so  “ 
scheduled  areas;  if  these  were  bought  by  Land  (C 
mission  sub-letting  must  bo  stopped  from  the  first  a 
it  was  much  more  difficult  later  on,  15901.  J 8 

Pm“  “ Tisiurro  Lam.  miohi  be  aimn™  „ 
Net  Income. 

K tenanted  land  were  taken  compulsorily  by  the 
State,  State  was  bound  to  pay  generous  price  for  it 
generous  price  would  be  sum  which,  including  bonus 
of  af®1LlnVefited’  w°uld  bnng  m normal  net  income 
of  preceding  five  or  ten  years,  15902.— In  comparing 
wonld  f dl®er®nt  circumstances  of  difierent  estate^ 
^d.hav®  to  be  considered;  in  Ulster  income  de- 
nved  from  tenanted  land  was  much  more  secure  than 
that  derived  from  estates  in  the  West;  Mr.  Waldron, 
M.P  had  stated  that  money  could  be  safely  invested 
i or  34  per  cent.,  15902. — If  owner  were  absolute 
owner  arrangement  might  be  made  for  investing 
money  by  some  body  or  person  in  public  position  m 

to^iakeUn1nty-  Md  PtyiIJg  bonus  to  extent  necessary 
to  make  up  income  to  former  net  income;  if  how* 

forriif?eLandeo  Cbarge-S  on, land-  h e were  tenant 

toi  life,  Land  Commission  themselves  or  Public  Trus- 

pointnVwa^dthmr?y  in  Sa!e  .aecurities,  but  witness’s 
FfXV  .tha.t.lower  net  income  was  as  good  as 
15903  a,1  received  from  land  in  West, 

15903.— Argument  used  in  1881  was  that  fair  rent 
prT°“  fi  Act  made  lents  absolutely  safe,  15909 
rents  fixed  judicially  were 
f Ltil/i  ongbt  to  be  capable  of  realisation,  but 
wrif?  W be  P1°7ed  that  rents  could  not  be  realised 
ffnC1apaClty  of  tenants  to  pay,  then  pre- 
of  law  was  rebutted,  15910.— Office’s  books 
*°  t0  T '£  ™ts  had  be- feahtd 
basis  fof  *^  y-6arS’  15911— That  would  be  safe 
faied  f rtTlng  net  income’  16823-— If  that 

cfnsulted  Tl  TaX  returns  wo^ld  have  to  be 

cisr/jibera€  ss  P“d 

cuftv  hid  h2»h“d  Ul-y  15914. — Gr^t  diffi- 

lest  of  S™S“tPT,fd-i"  i“yinS  d»»  »>»  f» 

(a!  DriiKir.i,.  bad  b'-eu  suggested— 

Damps  and  p.pd°l^d , by  Bauks,  Insurance  Coin- 
deducted  from  Act'iMf -0ff  ?°My'  <6)  principles 
insnectov  (c)  personal  opinion  of 

Purchase  ’ Arts  .P^m/lpfe  adopted  under  previous  Land 
X it  “ (“>  ‘dy-”»  .*»  limited  to  a pr<v 
value  of  pstat  adopted  in  Connaught  selling 

estates  were  m.t  t Z’  , . particularly  bad 

would  offer  for  th?  ^°r  5a-e  In  scbeduled  area  nobody 

ance  cSpanL  llfd  d ? WaS  Unlikely  that  Insur' 

Vendors  wnnia  f v fu  advance  anything,  15916.— 
if  asked  fordthePm?blS9l7n0t  °bi£Ct  to  produce  ac«>unts 

Arrears. 

counts  bad  . asked  ter  ac- 

in  the  West  from  +6r  ^ecn  reteised';  in  some  estates 

shoZ  -W6nty  years’  arrears  were 

lords  gave  as  refL  f7  Were  recoverable;  land- 
wanted  control  ovfr  +°r  kt®Plng  »n  books  that  they 
right  to  "dmuandThnt  tenants,  15919-20.-Tenant  had 
Qemand  that  rent  should  be  credited  to  year 
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he  paid  it  for,  15921.— If  landlord  proceeded  to  re- 
cover anything  of  the  twenty  years’  arrears  Court 
had  ample  power  to  deal  with  such  cases,  15931. — 
Witness  thought  Insurance  Companies  would  charge 
5 per  cent,  for  money  lent  on  mortgage  of  Irish  es- 
tates, 15926-7.— If  Public  Trustee  were  appointed  he 
would  not  be  bound  to  invest  in  Consols,  as  Act  of 
1903  authorised  investment  in  large  number  of  se- 
curities yielding  4 per  cent.,  15929. 

Bonus  might  be  graduated. 

If  bonus  were  extended  to  bring  amount  to  be 
invested  up  to  sum  necessary  to  yield  net  income  it 
would  have  in  many  cases  to  be  enormous ; in  some 
congested  estates  it  would  have  to  be  increased  by  50 
per  cent.,  that  might  be  met  by  graduating  bonus 
and  giving  it  in  inverse  ratio  to  number  of  years’ 
purchase,  e.g.,  man  who  sold  at  twenty-six  years’  pur- 
chase did  not  need  State  aid,  but  many  who  sold  at 
fourteen  years’  purchase  would  have  large  deficit, 
15904. — If  man  were  absolute  owner  and  by  investing 
at  4 per  cent,  could  get  full  income  there  was  no 
reason  for  giving  bonus  at  all,  15905. — This  pre- 
supposed compulsion ; in  case  of  tenant  for  life  in- 
ducement of  12  per  cent,  bonus  was  not  required  to 
induce  him  to  sell  if  he  got  net  income  from  safe 
investment  with  no  trouble,  but  if  bonus  were  gra- 
duated matters  would  have  to  be  considered  in  relation 
to  deficit  in  landlord’s  income  that  would  arise  from 
purchase  price ; at  present  bonus  worked  unfairly, 
one  man  with  rental  of  £100  selling  at  fourteen 
years’  purchase  would  get  £1,400  and  bonus  would  be 
£168,  another  man  with  same  rental  selling  at  twenty- 
seven  years’  purchase  got  £2,700,  bonus  on  that  was 
£324,  which  was  unreasonable ; when  graduating 
bonus  men  should  be  helped  by  higher  bonus  to  sell 
at  lower  prices,  lower  rate  being  given  for  higher 
prices,  retaining  total  of  12  per  cent,  on  aggregate 
of  estates  sold,  15906. — Bill  of  1903  had  embodied 
such  principle,  but  it  was  rejected  without  reason, 
15906a. — Men  might  get  on  twenty-seven  years’  pur- 
chase bonus  of  12  per  cent.,  not  of  real  net  income, 
but  on  rent  roll  as  filed  by  themselves,  which  might 
or  might  not  be  realised,  15908. — Lord  Dudley’s  idea 
of  Public  Trustee  was  that  he  should  invest  purchase 
moneys  in  best  securities  available,  if  landlord  ob- 
jected there  might  be  Court  of  Appeal ; in  this  way 
it  could  be  see  n how  much  of  net  income  was  realised 
from  investment  and  balance  could  be  made  up  by 
bonus,  159054,  15928. 
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made  it  ought  to  be  taken  as  it  stood,  15943.— Ab- 
normal conditions  of  any  sort  should  be  eliminated  in 
estimating  price  of  land,  15945. — Landlord  might  be 
driven  to  sell  at  low  price  owing  to  abnormal  con- 
ditions, but  if  State  were  purchasing  compulsorily 
it  should  not  take  advantage  of  illegal  causes  of 
reduction  in  landlord's  income,  but  should  offer  fair 
price  for  land  as  it  stood,  15946-9.— Method  of  valu- 
ation was  for  inspector  to  examine  land  carefully  and 
say  what  it  would  let  for  to  solvent  tenant,  that  was 
gross  fair  rent,  from  that  was  deducted  15  per  cent, 
as  security  against  future  risks,  then  capital  value 
of  balance  was  calculated  at  3^  per  cent.,  sum  thus 
arrived  at,  plus  bonus,  if  invested  at  3£  per  cent, 
would  yield  full  gross  fair  rent,  15950. — If  land  was 
worth  £1  an  acre  to  a farmer  and  such  could  be  got 
for  it  valuation  should  be  made  on  that  without  con- 
sidering landlord’s  difficulties,  15953. 

Price  of  Tenants’  Interest  in  Land  required  for 
Relief  of  Congestion. 

Two  possible  principles  to  follow  in  determining 
price  of  tenant’s  interest  in  tenanted  lands  required 
for  enlarging  holdings  were  (a),  to  ascertain  net  profit 
of  tenant  and  give  capitalised  vslue  for  such  at  3£  per 
cent.  ; (b)  to  give  tenant  market  selling  value  of  his  in- 
terest in  land  acquired  ; letting  price  of  tenants’  interest 
in  small  judicial  tenancies  was  very  large,  for  grazing 
farms  price  was  more  moderate,  but  whatever  it  was 
full  and  fair  price  ought  to  be  given  for  land  acquired 
compulsorily  by  State ; if  fair  price  was  too  large 
for  incoming  tenant  to  pay  purchase  annuity  on  com- 
bined interests  land  should  not  be  bought,  or  State 
should  make  good  difference ; in  case  of  future  ten- 
ants who  were  liable  to  ejection  on  notice  to  quit  law 
had  fixed  amount  of  compensation,  15954. — There  was 
difference  between  present  and  future  tenant ; witness 
meant  by  future  tenant  grazier  who  had  yearly  ten- 
ancy, with  no  right  to  have  fair  rent  fixed,  who 
could  be  evicted  on  notice  to  quit ; judicial  tenant 
had  right  to  hold  on  for  ever,  15955-62. — Tenanted 
lands  should  only  be  taken  from  men  above  £100 
valuation,  if  possible,  and  they  would  be  entitled  to 
compensation  for  disturbance  and  improvements, 
15963-5. — Present  tenant  was  co-owner  of  land,  future 
tenant  was  not,  difficulty  was  to  ascertain  how  much 
of  ownership  belonged  to  landlord  and  how  much  to 
tenant,  in  case  of  future  tenant  landlord  was  real 
owner,  15966. — Eleven  months’  man  was  not  tenant 
at  all,  therefore  not  entitled  to  compensation,  15967-8. 


Price  of  Untenanted  Land — Net  Income  incomplete 
Test. 

In  determining  price  of  untenanted  land  throe 
things  would  have  to  be  considered  as  on  tenanted 
land — (1)  net  income  actually  obtained  during  pre- 
•ceding  ten  years ; (2)  ■precariousness  or  stability  of 
that  income ; (3)  what  land  would  let  for  to  solvcur 
tenant ; mere  fact  that  high  rents  had  been  received 
for  grazing  land  let  on  11  months’  system  imme- 
•diately  before  sale  would  not  per  se  entitle  vendor  to 
receive  price  which,  if  invested  at  3^  per  cent.,  would 
give  such  income  ; if  on  other  hand  receipts  for  one  year 
were  abnormally  low  regard  should  be  had  to  what  land 
would  let  for  to  solvent  tenant,  15932. — Basis  of  cal- 
culation should  be  what  land  would  let  for  to  solvent 
tenant  who  took  it  on  lease  for,  say,  ten  or  fifteen 
.years,  15933. — Net  income  of  tenanted  land  would  be 
what  landlord  was  receiving ; net  income  of  un- 
tenanted land  what  he  would  receive  from  solvent 
tenant  if  land  were  let  to  him  for  a number  of  years, 
15934.— -Such  rent  as  might  be  fixed  by  Assistant 
Commissioners  under  existing  law,  not  gross  fair 
rent  which  was  calculated  on  eleven  months’  system, 
but  net  fair  rent  calculated  on  holding  as  it  stood 
after  deducting  percentage  for  tenants'  unexhaused 
improvements ; in  untenanted  land  no  improvements 
had  to  be  deducted  for,  so  rate  per  acre  for  tenanted 
land  was  lower  than  for  untenanted,  15935.— Mr. 
Doran  thought  that  grazing  land  would  depreciate 
if  foreign  cattle  were  admitted  free  and  from  other 
causes,  but  there  was  possibility  of  appreciation  of 
value  if  grazing  area  were  largely  reduced  by  State 
taking  portions  for  settlement  of  tenants,  if  so,  that 
would  have  to  be  considered,  15937,  15941. — Witness 
thought  possibility  of  appreciation  of  value  very 
slight,  15942. — If  estimate  of  price  of  farm  were  being 


Question  whether  Compulsion  should  be  applied 
to  Tenant-Purchasers. 

Compulsion  should  begin  with  future  tenant,  and  if 
enough  land  could  not  be  got  from  him  judicial  ten- 
ant should  be  taken  next ; compulsion  would  never  be 
necessary  to  compel  tenants  to  buy,  as  purchase  an- 
nuities were  less  than  rent ; Commissioners  had  only 
once  had  to  use  powers  of  compulsion  and  that  was 
due  to  misapprehension  of  facts  ; after  fixing  price  of 
certain  holding  two  brothers,  M 'George,  had  wanted 
holding  sub-divided,  they  objected  to  price  and  case 
was  taken  to  Court ; Judge  Drummond  had  decided 
that  they  even  then  could  have  fair  rent  fixed,  but 
Estates  Commissioners  had  appealed  against  that 
and  had  judgment  reversed,  15969. — If  tenant  re- 
fused to  buy  new  holding  instead  of  old  one  he  could 
stay  where  he  was ; he  would  not  be  compelled  to 
move,  but  if  he  preferred  to  take  untenanted  land 
he  must  enter  into  new  agreement  for  old  holding 
plus  untenanted  land,  15970. 

Prospects  of  overcoming  Local  Opposition  to 
Migration. 

Witness  thought  tl  at  tenants  would  migrate  if 
better  holdings  were  offered  them  and  they  were 
allowed  to  inspect  them;  in  Roscommon,  tenants 
on  the  Rashley  Estate  had  been  moved  to  Balfe 
Estate,  though  at  first  there  was  local  opposition 
to  the  introduction  of  " strangers,”  but  this 
had  been  overcome ; opposition  should  be  overcome 
a,nd,Persuaslon’  hy  enlisting  co-operation  of 
popular  leaders  or  by  exposing  unreasonable  oppo- 

Sce,  159?2  Pr6SS:  if  th6Se  failed 
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National  Council  for  carrying  out  measure  might 
be  apointed,  but  if  members  of  Parliament,  priests, 
and  others  co-operated  under  present  circumstances 
opposition  would  soon  cease,  15973. — Police  aid  should 
be  invoked  if  necessary,  15974-5. — Witness  thought 
that  tenants  would  migrate  under  police  protection 
and  that  those  who  objected  would  be  the  popular 
aversion,  15976-8. — One  reason  why  people  did  not 
migrate  was  that  annuities  were  too  high,  if  they 
were  lower  migrants  would  fight  for  their  rights, 
15979. — Opinion  had  changed  during  last  ten  years 
on  migration,  15980. — Committee  of  House  of  Com- 
mons had  decided  that  people  did  not  desire  migra- 
tion, 15981. — Bargain  should  be  made  attractive, 
15983. — This  might  increase  opposition,  but  it  would 
also  increase  desire  of  migrants  to  come  in,  15984. 


Evils  op  present  Dual  Administration  op  Estates 
Commissioners  and  Board. 

It  was  not  conducive  to  efficient  and  economical 
administration  to  have  two  bodies,  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners  doing  one 
and  the  same  work,  system  led  to  confusion,  loss  of 

Sower  and  waste  of  public  money,  15984.— Congested 
istricts  Board  had  deserved  well  of  the  country,  but 
since  passing  of  Act  of  1903  two  separate  staffs  had 
been  doing  same  kind  of  work,  if  both  were  amalga- 
mated more  could  be  done  with  no  additional  expense, 
15988-93. — More  could  have  been  done  during  last 
three  years  if  there  had  been  one  public  body,  evicted 
“?ants  work  had  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  could  be, 
15994.— Pace  would  not  have  been  altered  if 
Estates  Commissioners  had  done  all  land  purchase 
work,  15995. — Part  of  duty  of  Commissioners  was 
periodic  inspection  of  work  of  subordinates,  15998  — 
There  were  differences  in  laws  under  which  the  .two 
bodies  acted,  Board  could  buy  estates  in  nfobo,  and 
were  not  obliged  to  get  undertakings  from  tenants 
to  purchase  holdings  at  stipulated  prices;  Estates 
Commissioners,  before  purchasing,  had  first  to  have 
undertakings  from  three-fourths  of  tenants  to  re- 
purchase holdings,  and  could  compel  remaining  fourth 
to  purchase,  but  Board  had  neither  such  obligation 
nor  power,  if  they  purchased  untenanted  land  outside 
congested  county  they  were  bound  to  sell  to  “ con- 
:8„,  A3  fa*  as  “^“led  by  them  ; surplus  could  only 
*°S  t0  adjacent  tenants  or  proprietors  not  exceed- 
ing  £5  lateable  value,  but  Commissioners  were  not 
th°u®h  th®y  had  ^hers  of  a 
different  kind  16000-Board  could  not  enlarge  exist- 
ing  holdings  to  more  than  £20  rateable  value,  but 
Commissioners  were  not  limited  at  all,  16001.— Com- 
te1‘ K' gjv!  free  grants  out  of  Reserve  Fund 

to  reinstate  evicted  tenants,  or  might  buy  out  exist- 

Sd^funds0^.61  to,remstate  former  tenant ; Board 
tenants  fcjfe.S  pUch  ^pose,  and  referred  evicted 
tenants  to  Estates  Commissioners  for  assistance  Com 
miss^ners  oouid  not  legally  use  JeSSS  Fund  to 
help  tenants  on  estates  purchased  by  Board  ; Board 

than'pS  Pnr6St  Pr°P6rties’  but  paid  higher  prices 
than  Estates  Commissioners,  as  they  calculated  ten- 
ant s interest  on  untenanted  land  which  Estates  Com 

tfousi;  valuVtd  bee’  “2*7^  n°  W not 
There  h beeP  offer6d  for  sale,  16005-6  — 

by  Commissioners  16011 those  improved 

Leonard  Estate,  in  which  to  fl  might,  arise  Iika 
property  Board  might  hare  t*  (C  ™ "V*11 

thousand  pounds,  16012 Esfn+eo  rv  W-  ?way  two 

actually  lost  £2  000  out  nf  Commissioners  had 

portions  low  enough  to  allow  I8ta£?n 
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—Same  would  probably  have  to  be  done  on  Warden 
Estate  unless  they  received  permission  to  lose  the  m 
per  cent,  allowed  by  Act,  16014.— Estate  had 
£26,641  and  Commissioners  had  lost  £2,545  on  it^f 
of  Reserve  Fund,  loss  ought  to  come  out  of  Parli 
mentary  Vote,  as  it  was  a congested  estate,  Resell 
Fund  would  soon  be  exhausted  if  it  were  not  recount 
for  such  losses  16017. -Judge  Meredith  had  deddrf 
m favour  of  Estates  Commissioners,  but  Treasurv  m, 
still  considering  question,  16018— Loss  arose  from 
fact  that  annuity  could  not  be  paid  at  the  nriwT 
16019.— Illustration  of  difference  in  prices  offered  bv 
Congested  Districts  Board  and  Estates 
missioners  was  given  in  Major  Chichester  Constable's 
Estate,  Roscommon;  Board’s  inspector,  Mr.  Doran 
had  valued  it  in  September,  1903,  at  £48  220  ex’ 
elusive  of  bonus,  vendor  had  refused  this,  so  £50  000 
or  £56,000,  including  bonus,  was  offered ; this  was. 
refused ; in  November,  1904,  owner  asked  Estates 
Commissioners  to  purchase,  not  mentioning  that  he 
had  negotiated  with  Board  ; Commissioners’  inspector 
Mr.  Lopdell,  estimated  price  at  £38,615,  which  was- 
offered,  and  indignantly  refused  by  vendor,  who  then 
informed,  them  that  Board  had  offered  £50,000  ■ dif 
ference  was  explained  by  fact  that  Mr.  Doran’s  esti- 
mate was  calculated  on  thirty  times  annual  value 
without  bonus,  or  33'6  with  bonus,  while  Mr  Lop- 
dell s_  was  based  on  twenty-four  times  annual  valua- 
eXoUsiIe  bcmuSj  or  twenty-seven  inclusive 
16020.  Board  had  unanimously  wished  to  acquire 
this  estate  as  it  was  considered  suitable  for  their 
needs,  16021. 


Question  as  to  how  Untenanted  Land  should  be- 
valued. 

Value  of  land  as  it  stood  should  be  estimated  ; there 
should  be  no  “occupation  interest”  for  un  tenanted' 
land,  16023-4— Land  let  by  landlord  to  tenant  and 
land  kept  in  landlord’s  own  hands  had  .both  same 
value  to  owner;  improvements  made  by  tenant  were 
tenant  s interest,  16025-6. — Twenty-six  years’  pur- 
ebase  of  tenement  valuation  was  estimate  for  un- 
tenamted  land,  16027-9. — Five  years’  purchase  was 
+ Tten,airts’  improvements,  fences,  drains, 

etc  16030— Law  gave  three  years’  purchase  for  dis- 
turbance, 16031,  1-6036. — So  article  tor  which  thirty- 
one  years  purchase  was  given  included  tenant’s  in- 
terest, houses,  drains,  etc.  ; twenty-six  years’  purchase 
article  contained  only  open  fields,  16033.— Witness 
would  prefer  to  give  tenant  ten  years’  purchase  for 
improvements,  16034. — State  must  lose  compensation- 
for  disturbance,  as  there  was  no  value  for  it,  but  in 
umenanted  land  there  was  no  disturbance,  as  tenant 
did  not  exist,  16038. — Tenant  might  be  placed  upon, 
land  as  present  or  future  tenant ; he  would  have- 
saleable  interest  in  land  if  he  were  paying  low  an- 
nuity  16139,  16040. — If  he  became  piwrietor  he 
would  have  permanent  interest  in  land,  16041-2— A 
man  could  not  -be  made  present  tenant  with  view  to- 
purchase  of  holding  under  Land  Purchase  Acts, 
though  tenancy  might  be  binding  on  landlord,  16043- 
. aft6r  “7®  y°ars  a man  sold  land  without  any. 
improvement  he  ought  not  to  get  anything  for  im- 
provements, 16045-6— But  for  improvements  he  ought 
to  get  unexhausted  value  back,  16047— Witness  re- 
cognised difference  between  landlords’  and  tenants’' 
interests  in  his  estimates,  but  that  was  different 
'ijSS.  m“in®  £hem  up  where  there  was  no  tenant, 
iwoo— Mr.  Doran’s  estimate  for  untenanted  land: 
was  excessive,  as  he  had  allowed  for  it  as  if  it  were 
tenanted  land ; Mr.  Lopdell  had  treated  it  as  un- 
tenanted only,  16051. — If  tenant  were  in  occupation- 
e got  compensation  for  disturbance  and  allowance 
lor  tenant-right  if  removed,  but  if  there  were  no  ten- 
ant those  rights  should  not  be  allowed  for,  16053  —Ten 
years  purchase  was  very  liberal  estimate  for  price- 
v„+un^1T0V6men^s  a,nd  compensation  for  disturbance, 
'1  • 1^es’l'lon  was  price  of  land  ; if  one  man 

said  that  thirty  times  valuation  was  fair  price  and 
K£J*r  rf'd  Ml  could  not  lie  right, 

/.wr  i Pnco  ,°f  untenanted  land  were  fixed,  in- 
uaing  tenant  interest,  -it  emerged  at?  highei-  rate 
man  it  that  were  considered,  16055— In  valuing  un- 
tenanted land  no  tenant-right  ought  to  come  into  the 
question,  but  m tenanted  land  tenant  had  valuable- 
rights  which  ought  to  be  considered,  16062. 
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Method  by  which  Net  Income  should  be  ascer- 
tained. 

If  principle  were  adopted  of  leaving  price  on  capi- 
talised value  of  net  income  difficulties  of  purchase 
transactions  would  'be  done  away  with,  16064. — To 
ascertain  normal  net  income  estate  accounts  should 
be  examined,  also  Income  Tax  Returns  if  necessary, 
15902,  15907.— Practically  speaking,  Mr.  Lopdell  es- 
timated capitalised  value  of  net  income,  16066. — On 
whole  estate  untenanted  land  would  have  to  be  esti- 
mated separately  from  tenanted  land,  16071-2. — Es- 
tates Commissioners  called  net  income  the  gross  esti- 
mated rent  which  landlord  would  receive  over  a,  series 
of  years  if  he  let  it  to  tenant,  16074. — They  would 
tell  landlord  at  the  staid,  that  in  their  vi°w  net  in- 
come was  identical  with  annual  value,  16076. — Net 
income  was  not  income  received  from  graziers  on 
eleven  months’  system,  but  income  that  would  be 
received  from  solvent  yearly  tenant,  16077. — Annual 
value  meant  annual  rent  put  upon  land  by  three  in- 
spectors, 16079. — If  grazing  rents  were  treated  as  net 
income  there  would  be  no  chance  of  buying  land, 
16080. — Three  things  had  to  be  considered  in  fixing 
annual  value,  (1)  actual  receipts,  (2)  stability  or 
precariousness  of  receipts,  (3)  what  land  would  lot  at 
to  solvent  tenant,  16082-3. — ‘Mr.  Doran’s  price,  in- 
clusive of  bonus,  invested  at  3£  per  cent,  would  yield 
income  of  117  per  cent,  on  annual  v.alue ; such  had 
not  come  within  witness’s  actual  knowledge,  16085. — 
Annual  value  was  not  poor  law  valuatW,  but  in- 
spector’s estimated  gross  rent,  16086. — In  case  of  un- 
tenanted  land  net  rent  and  inspector’s  gross  rent 
came  to  same  thing,  gross  fair  rent ; Mr.  Lopdell’s 
price  invested  at  3j  per  cent,  would  yield  104^  per 
cent,  on  gross  fair  rent,  Mr.  Doran’s  117  per  cent., 
16087. — But  if  owner  had  been  receiving  large  rent 
from  grazing  tenant’s  price  offered  would  not  yield 
117  per  cent.,  16088. — But  basis  of  grazing  rents 
would,  be  impossible  price,  16090. 


Difference  in  time  Estates  were  kept  on  hands 
by  Estates  'Commissioners  and  Board. 

Important  difference  between  practice  and  proce- 
dure of  Estates  Commissioners  and.  Congested  Districts 
Board  was  in  retaining  estates  on  hand  for  period 
of  years  between  date  of  purchase  from  vendors  and 
vesting  in  tenant  purchasers ; Board  after  buying 
estate  realised  rent  from  tenants  amounting  to  five 
or  six  per  cent,  on  purchase  money,  paying  to  Trea- 
sury only  2J  per  cent.,  difference  being  credited  to 
funds,  and  might  be  expended  on  improvements  either 
of  that  estate  or  others ; after  improvement  estate 
was  sold  to  tenants,  possibly  at  enhanced  price ; in 
Dillon  Estate  Board  had  lost  nothing  by  improve- 
ments they  had  made ; this  was  rendered  possible  by 
low  price  paid  for  estate;  if  difference  were  spent 
on  improvement  of  tenant’s  own  holding  he  would 
have  no  cause  to  complain  ; but  if  money  were  spent 
on  other  holdings  injustice  was  apparently  done, 
16091,  16092,  16106. — Witness  contended  that  .if  there 
had  been  no  loss  money  must  have  come  out  of  pockets 
of  tenants,  16108,  16127. — If  landlord  were  paid 
fair  price  it  ought  not  to  le  possible  to 
improve  tenants  at  their  own  expense,  16109, 
16111. — Witness’s  statements  had  been  taken 

from  Mr.  Doran’s  evidence,  16112-3.— Veiy  poor 
tenants  ought  to  have  holdings  improved  at  expense 
-of  State,  not  out  of  their  own  pocketes,  16114.— Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  realised  money  from 
tenants,  and  spent  it  on  estate  for  benefit  of  estate 
and  tenant,  but  that  was  different  from  advancing 
public  funds  for  improvements,  16116. — Process  of  im- 
proving from  tenants’  money  could  not  go  on  ; if 
Board  was  to  continue  its  work  more  money  must  be 
Riven  them,  16119,  16128.— Dillon  Estate  had  been 
bought  at  fourteen  years’  purchase,  but  now  estates 
were  being  purchased  at  higher  prices,  16120. — So 
that  source  of  income  could  not  be  oounted  on  in 
future,  16124. — Profits  might  be  spent  on  other  es- 

, e®>  16131.— On  Dillon  Estate  tenants  on  one  part 
ot  estate  wore  paying  full  rents,  but  improvements 
7?™  h®1*1®  earned  out  on  another  part  altogether, 
16132.— Public  body  was  not  at  liberty  to  transfer 
in  this  way  as  private  individual  was,  16134- 
w-h°  had  no  improvements  was  paying  as 
!?'?h  rent  as  man  who  had  them,  which  was  unjust, 
16136.-— Large  part  of  money  made  on  Dillon  Estate 


was  obtained  out  of  premiums  obtained  on  Land 
Stock,  but  Land  Stock  was  public  property,  .and  so 
different  from  money  taken  from  tenants,  16139. — 
Witness  was  not  blaming  Board,  only  illustrating 
difference  between  practice  of  two  bodies,  16141-2. — 
Estates  Commissioners  were  authorised  by  Act  of 
1903  to  keep  estates  an  hand  for  five  years  to  value 
of  £20,000,000 ; for  three-fourths  they  must  have 
obtained  undertakings  to  purchase,  while  they  paid 
Treasury  2§  per  cent.  ; this  had  not  been  done,  (1) 
because  it  had  caused  dissatisfaction  among  tenants, 
(2)  estates  purchased  were  of  such  character  that  they 
need  not  be  retained  ; tenants  had  preferred  to  have 
holdings  vested,  and  to  make  improvements  them- 
selves with  help  from  Estates  Commissioners ; (3) 
Commissioners  had  not  sufficiently  large  staff  to  per- 
mit of  them  retaining  and  managing  estates  on  a 
large  scale,  16143. — Two  Estates  Commissioners’  in- 
spectors, four  sub-inspectors,  and  one  surveyor  had 
dealt  with  £1,000,000  worth  of  property,  including 
large  area  of  untowanted  land,  in  course  of  two  years, 
including  re-arrangement  and  improvemet  of  hold- 
ings, 16144. 

Staff  necessary  to  carry  out  Land  Purchase 
Scheme. 

If  Estates  Commissioners  staff  could  deal  with 
£1,000,000  in  two  years,  that  staff  multiplied  by  eight 
would  show  what  was  required  for  dealing  with 
£4,000,000  in  one  year;  but  as  difficulties  of  migration, 
etc.,  would  be  greater  that  estimate  should  be  doubled  ; 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  100  inspectors 
of  the  gentleman-farmer  type  to  take  up  the  work  at 
£500  to  £800  a year,  allowing  their  farms  to  be 
managed  by  their  friends,  16147. — Men  who  under- 
stood management  of  estates  were  better  than  engi- 
neers who  would  only  understand  draining,  fencing, 
etc.,  16140-50. — Witness’s  estimate  was  extravagant, 
including  provision  for  turbary  for  2,000  small 
tenants,  16151. — Four  or  five  surveyors,  who  could  be 
got  for  £100  a year,  could  lockspit  turbary  ; then  map 
it  out  and  allot  it,  16152. — Estates  Commissioners  had 
so  far  found  it  possible  to  obtain  competent  sub- 
C-ommissioners  ; in  estates  already  dealt  with  turbary 
had  been  allotted  and  bogs  lockspit  bed  for  1,000 
tenants,  16153. — If  turbary  on  holding  were  included 
in  judicial  rent  there  was  no  difficulty  ; but  if  owner- 
ship were  divided  surveyor  had  to  arrange  carefully, 
16155. 

Re-striping  was  another  difficulty,  but  Commis- 
sioners refused  to  vest  holdings  in  tenants  if  they 
did  not  agree  to  re-striping,  16156. — If  estates  were 
held  by  Estates  Commissioners  they  received  3£  per 
cent,  interest  in  lieu  of  rent,  which  they  were  'bound 
to  pay  to  owner  until  funds  were  allocated  to  him ; 
after  that,  if  they  still  kept  estate  on  hands,  tenants 
continued  to  pay  3|  per  cent.,  but  Commissioners 
only  paid  2|  per  cent,  to  Treasury,  16158. — It  had 
not  yet  been  decided  what  was  to  be  done  with  profit 
of  f per  cent.,  but  it  might  be  spent  on  improvement 
of  holdings  from  which  it  was  realised,  16162. 

Tenant  Purchasers  more  ready  to  improve  than 
Judicial  Tenants. 

When  tenants  got  their  own  land  they  speedily 
made  improvements,  sometimes  with,  sometimes  with- 
out help,  from  Commissioners ; in  one  case  evicted 
tenant,  when  he  got  a farm,  built  himself  two-storeyed 
house  with  help  from  American  friends,  16164. — If 
land  were  rente!  tenants  knew  that  if  they  made  im- 
provements rent  was  likely  to  be  raised,  so  often  they 
deliberately  neglected  their  land  when  revision  time 
was  near,  but  if  they  had  their  own  land  they  did 
their  best  to  improve  their  farms.  16165-6.— Presen 
system  did  not  discourage  improvements  as  compared 
with  previous  systems,  but  did  not  encourage  them  as 
much  as  purchase  system  did,  16167.— Fact  of  de- 
terioration of  land  did  not  affect  value  of  landlord’s 
property  when  price  was  being  settled,  'because  tenant 
was  not  bound  to  make  improvements,  16168-9,  16173. 
— -Practice  of  allowing  land  to  deteriorate  was  not 
prevalent  throughout  whole  country,  but  it  occa- 
sionally happened,  16170-1.— In  India  when  settle- 
ment of  rent  and  revenue  was  coming  on  tenants  did 

what  they  could  to  make  land  look  bad,  16172. 

Tenant  did  not  get  adequate  return  for  expenditure 
on  improvements ; if  value  was  increased  by  10  per 
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cent,  he  only  got  four  per  cent.,  other  six  per  cent, 
going  to  landlord,  16176.— If  neglect  -were  proved 
against  tenant  application  to  have  rent  fixed  was 
adjourned  until  holding  was  put  in  order,  16177. — 
“ Magic  of  property  " was  great  reason  why  peasants 
worked  harder  on  their  own  holdings  than  on 
tenanted  ones,  16179. 

Evils  of  Fair  Rent  System. 

System  of  revising  rents  was  demoralising  to  the 
people,  16181. — Though  in  Scotland  it  had.  not  'been 
found  so,  16182. — In  India  fixation  of  rents  was  regu- 
lated to  rise  and  fall  of  prices  taken  over  a series  of 
years,  16183. — For  some  reason  that  could  not  be 
adopted  in  Ireland,  16184. — In  India  rents  were  fixed 
by  impartial  officers ; assumption  was  that  fifteen 
years  'before  they  had  been  fixed  fairly ; then  inquiry 
i as  to  present  modifications  was  made ; then  three 
principles  were  laid  down — (1)  fixation  accord- 
ing to  staple  products  of  that  particular  part 
of  the  country,  prices  of  which  were  fixed  by 
Government  fortnightly ; if  prices  had  risen  50 
per  cent,  allowance  was  made  for  _ increased 
cost  of  production ; (2)  if  prodncti  ve  power 

of  land  had  increased  apart  from  price  on  account 
of  improvements  by  landlord  additional  enhancement 
was  given ; (3)  if  natural  causes  had  changed  value 
of  laud  that  was  taken  into  account,  settlement 
officers  had  to  record  all  evidence,  and  there  was 
appeal  to  higher  court,  in  Ireland  rents  were  fixed 
on  no  definite  principle,  so  there  was  no  data  to  go 
on  in  revising  rents,  16184. — In  India  landlord  could 
calculate  what  amount  of  enhancement  or  reduction 
of  rent  there  would  be  at  end  of  fifteen  years,  16188. 
— In  India  law  assumed  that  all  improvements  were 
property  of  tenant,  landlord  had  to  prove  his  claim 
to  improvement,  in  Ireland  presumption  of  law  was 
opposite  of  this,  though  fact  was  that  tenant  had 
made  improvements,  16189. 


Lock-spitting  of  Bogs. 

Both  Estates  Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts 
Board  'lock- spitted'  bogs  on  purchased  estates,  but  most 
estates  were  sold  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant,  and 
if  landlords  and  tenants  agreed  to  vest  turbary  in 
trustees  it  was  not  business  of  Commissioners  to 
interfere,  Wills-Sandford  Estate,  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Doran,  was  sold  direct ; witness  thought,  however, 
that  all  bogs  should  be  lock-spitted  before  sales  were 
sanctioned,  to  guard,  against  future  disputes  it  was 
clear  that  two  bodies  should  not  go  on  purchasing 
land  in  congested  areas,  and  as  Board  was  non- 
official body,  either  Estates  Commissioners  or  special 
additional  Commissioners  would  be  more  suitable 
agency,  if  compulsory  purchase  were  to  be  enforced 
non-official  body  could  not  be  empowered  by  law  to 
compel  owners  to  sell  lands  at  prices  determined  by 
them,  if  Congested  Districts  Board  were  given  such 
powers  they  would  at  once  become  official  body,  16190. 


One  Body  should  deal  with  Land  Purchase — Four 
REASONS  WHY  ESTATES  COMMISSIONERS  WERI 
MORE  SUITABLE  THAN  BOARD. 

Board  had  asked  for  limited  compulsory  powers 
some  time  ago,  16198. — If  Board  were  given  power  tc 
fix  price  of  land  taken  compulsorily,  it  would  be 
impracticable,  as  it  had  no  power  to  hear,  determine 
or  decide  any  question  of  law  or  fact,  such  bodj 
iftonn  n0t  be  vested  witiL  power  to  give  legal  decision, 
16200.  As  it  was,  Board  was  much  hampered  bj 
delays  and  difficulties  arising  out  of  their  limitations, 
if  land  purchase  on  a large  scale  were  added  diffi- 
culties  would  become  intolerable,  16201.— If  law  en- 
abling property  to  be  acquired  compulsorily  were 
passed,  officer  or  agency  would  acquaint  owners  oi 
property  of  intention  to  acquire  it,  then  valuator! 
would  inspect  and  make  inquiries  under  section  6 
arriving  at  price  which  would  be  offered  to  owner 
if  owner  were  not  satisfied  appeal  would  be  provided 
and  higher  court  could  decide,  16203.— Agency  should 
therefore  be  either  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estate' 
Commissioners,  16204.— Estates  Commissioners  ough- 
to  be  the  body  unless  a third  was  created,  16205  - 
Mr.  Doran  said  that  numerous  consultations  witt 
counsel  had  delayed  work  of  Board,  16207.— Routim 
work  of  Board  went  on  daily,  though  meetings  wen 


held  only  occasionally,  but  if  it  was  to  exercise  real 
control  question  would  crop  up  daily  for  decision 
16209.— Board  bad  not  powers  of  Commissioners  to- 
decide  disputed  questions  of  title,  price,  boundaries 
&c.,  but  they  would  need  them  if  they  purchased 
compulsorily,  16210. — All  kinds  of  questions  cropped 
up  daily  during  purchase  negotiations,  such  as. 
whether  Laud  Law  Acts  applied  to  certain  cases, 
assessing  value  of  intervening  interests  judicially 
and  other  questions  of  law  and  fact  which  could  not 
be  decided  without  judicial  powers,  which  Board  did. 
not  possess,  16211-5. — Counsel  and  solicitor  could  not 
decide  them,  16216. — Sometimes  Estates  Commis- 
sioners decided  questions  themselves,  but  if  landlord; 
or  tenant  was  not  satisfied  they  could  refer  to  judge ; 
if  question  was  complicated  Commissioners  referred  it 
to  Judicial  Commissioner,  sixty-three  questions  had 
been  so  referred  under  Act  of  1903,  and  if  that  was- 
so,  body  with  no  judicial  powers  would  be  much 
worse  off,  16217. — Between  time  estate  was  purchased 
and  vested  in  tenant  many  difficulties  arose  which 
were  not  question  of  title,  16219-20. — These  questions 
of  law  and  fact  were  preparatory  and  ancillary  to- 
purchase  of  estate,  16221. — If  Estates  Commissioners 
had  not  had  judicial  power  to  decide  these  questions- 
purchase  of  estate  would  be  delayed  and  complicated, 
16222. — If  compulsory  purchase  were  carried  out  by 
Congested  Districts  Board,  law  would  have  to  be 
altered  and  amended  to  confer  on  Board  same  function 
as  Estates  Commissioners  now  possessed,  16224.— 
Conferring  such  functions  on  a mixed  Board  was  an 
unusual  procedure,  16225. — Estates  Commissioners- 
had  staff  with  salaries  amounting  to  £35,000  per 
annum,  exclusive  of  staff  employed  in  examination  of 
title,  collection  and  payment  to  vendors  of  interest  in 
lieu  of  rent,  &c.,  who  were  not  exclusively  employed' 
by  Commissioners,  they  dealt  with  £5,000,000  worth 
of  property  a year  besides  receiving  agreements  for 
£35,000,000  ; if  they  had  not  power  to  decide  matters 
summarily  work  would  be  impossible,  16226. — Estates- 
Commissioners  were  authorised  to  lose  10  per  cent 
on  improvement  of  congested  estates,  Board  had  not. 
that  power,  if  land  purchase  operations  were  ex- 
clusively province  of  Commissioners  they  could  buy 
untenanted  land  in  non-congested  counties  to  which 
large  farmers  from  congested  neighbourhood  might 
migrate,  this  might  also  be  done  if  Board  were  ex- 
clusively in  charge  of  land  purchase  in  congested 
counties,  no  idea  of  rivalry  or  jealousy  existed  in 
minds  of  Estates  Commissioners,  they  were  anxious 
to  assist  Board  in  every  way,  but  under  old  regula- 
tions of  Lord  Lieutenant  were  prohibited  from  doing 
so ; now  that  had  been  altered,  and  Estates  Commis- 
sioners had  of  their  own  accord  accelerated  examina- 
tion of  title  in  Congested  Districts  Board  cases,  they 
had  not  done  it  under  pressure  from  Under-Secre- 
tary, 16228-30. — If  land  purchase  in  congested  coun- 
ties were  left  exclusively  to  Board,  and  in  non- 
congested  counties  to  Commissioners,  latter  would  not 
be  anxious  to  introduce  “congests”  in  non-congested 
counties,  as  there  was  always  a scramble  for  land 
on  part  of  local  farmers,  &c.,  16230. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  could  lose  £11,000  a year,  Estates  Com- 
missioners could  lose  10  per  cent,  and  extra  funds 
granted  by  Parliament,  legislation  might  give  Board 
similar  powers,  16231. — The  10  per  cent,  loss  would 
cover  all  loss  in  scheduled  areas,  16233. — Whichever 
body  did  this  work  must  have  large  increase  of  funds, 
16234. — If  staff  of  Board  and  capital  value  of  their 
funds  were  made  over  to  Commissioners,  more  could 
be  done  at  less  cost  than  by  two  bodies  acting 
separately,  Commissioners  had  all  powers  of  Board 
and  more  in  addition,  since  passing  of  Act  of  190A 
there  was  no  advantage  in  having  separate  bodies, 
the  one  advantage  possessed  by  Board  was  popularity 
of  personnel,  16261. — Board  had  experienced  and  com- 
petent officers  and  staff,  16262. — Commissioners  had 
three  members  and  fourth  would  be  added,  Mr. 
Wrench  was  not  in  favour  of  witness’s  scheme, 
16263. — Whatever  arrangement  was  come  *9.  lt 
must  be  best  for  doing  work  efficiently,  16264. 
Congested  Districts  Board  should  continue  other  worK, 
but  be  relieved  of  land  purchase  only,  16265.  Even 
if  Board  got  necessary  powers  for  nine  congested 
counties  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  them  to  carry 
out  work,  16267-9. — £10  holding  must  be  minimum  in 
redistribution,  16270. — Holdings  in  Ireland  numbered 
490,301 ; total  under  £10  was  275,354,  or  more  than 
half,  16272. — So  problem  was  altering  and  adjusting 
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half  or  two-thirds  of  holdings  in  Ireland,  16273-4. — 
And  obtaining  money  to  do  it,  16276. — Holdings 
should  be  improved  out  of  public  funds,  and  part  of 
money  should  be  recovered  wEen  holdings  were  im- 
proved, 16276. 


Amount  oe  Puechase  Money  which  should  be  set 
aside  eoe  Congested  Districts. 

Congested  districts  were  about  one-sixth  of  the 
entire  acreage,  16236. — Proportion  spent  on  congested 
districts  should  not  be  regulated  by  area,  they  should 
have  larger  proportion  spent  on  them,  16238. — Total 
area  of  scheduled  districts  was  three  million  acres,  of 
whole  of  Ireland  twenty  million  acres,  so  that  if 
simple  proportion  were  basis  out  of  £7,000,000,  one 
and  one-sixth  would  go  to  congested  areas,  16239. — 
There  was  no  special  proportion  of  purchase  money 
assigned  to  congested  districts,  hut  Estates  Commis- 
sioners had  never  refused  to  pay  for  estate  bought 
by  Congested  Districts  Board,  money  had  always  been 
advanced,  though  sometimes  after  delay,  16241. 


Manner  in  which  Land  Purchase  should  be 
WORKED. 

Summing  all  up,  land  purchase  work  should  be 
transferred  from  Congested  Districts  Board  to  Estates 
Commissioners,  and  additional  Commissioners  should 
be  appointed  to  supervise  land  purchase  for  relief  of 
congestion,  there  should  be  appeal  from  him  to 
Judicial  Commissioner  on  question  of  price  and 
powers  of  reference  to  him  on  questions  of  law,  all 
legal  distinctions  between  “congests”  and  “non-con- 

gsts  ” should  be  done  away  with,  this  officer  should 
allowed  large  discretion  as  to  improvement  of 
estates,  &c.,  16243. — He  should  live  in  district  under 
purchase,  16243-4. — If  he  were  on  the  spot  there  would 
be  better  chance  of  settling  price,  &c.,  amicably  with- 
out recourse  to  compulsory  powers,  16245. — He  would 
have  all  powers  of  Estates  Commissioners  subject  to 
appeal  if  there  were  dissatisfaction  with  his  judg- 
ment, that  appeal  would  be  to  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner and  two  other  Estates  Commissioners  in 
Dublin,  16246-7. — He  would  be  salaried  officer,  16248. 
— Appeal  would  be  from  one  Estate  Commissioner  who 
fixed  price  to  Judicial  Commissioner  and  other 
Estates  Commissioners  sitting  as  judicial  or  quasi- 
judicial body,  16251. — If  price  offered  was  decided  to 
be  too  low,  and  no  higher  offer  could  be  made,  there 
could  be  no  compulsion,  16252. — Though  if  whole 
policy  were  to  be  carried  out  there  was  as 
much  compulsion  on  Estates  Commissioners  to 
buy  as  on  landlord  to  sell,  16255. — Trouble  of  appeal 
was  so  great  that  possibilities  were  that  officer  pro- 
posed would  do  all  in  his  power  to  come  to  amicable 
settlement,  and  probably  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
100  would  do  so,  but  if  appeal  were  made  on  every 
case  business  would  be  endless,  16260. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  Commissioner  Finucane. 


A.  — Memorandum  on  Congestion  in  Ireland, 

B.  — Note  on  Griffith’s  Valuation,  . 

C.  — Note  on  Price  of  TJntenanted  Land,  . 

D.  — Sub-letting  and  sub-division  of  Holdings, 
FI. — Advances  made  in  Congested  Districts, 


BAILEY,  Me.  Commissioner. 


No  true  Economic  Rent  derivable  from  many  Irish 
Holdings. 

Irish  agricultural  holdings  were  of  two  classes, 
economic  and  uneconomic,  the  former  sufficient  to 
support  a family  in  reasonable  comfort,  the  latter  in- 
sufficient to  support  a family  without  outside  help ; in 
first  case  fairness  of  rent  was  most  important  con- 
sideration; in  second  land  and  rent  were  minor  ele- 
ments ; without  outside  heln  income  would  sink  below 
line  necessary  for  subsistence,  and  starvation  would 
ensue ; agricultural  rent  was  often  paid  for  farms  out 
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of  which  no  true  economic  rent  was  earned,  that  is, 
if  ordinary  cost  of  production  were  deducted  from  re- 
turns from  cultivation  of  land;  no  surplus  would  re 
main  for  payment  of  rent;  this  was  not  true  agri- 
cultural rent,  but  was  of  nature  of  house  rent  paid 
by  working  men  in  towns;  Irish  uneconomic  holder 
must  either  emigrate,  migrate,  or  live  below  proper 
standard  of  decency  and  comfort;  Irish  Fair  Rent 
Acts  were  supposed  to  deal  only  with  agricultural 
holdings,  but  rents  assessed  on  small  holdings  in  West 
of  Ireland  were  not  agricultural  rents,  but  site  rents, 
which  proved  that  Land  Acts  were  not  strictly  ad- 
ministered, 16281. — Land  worked  without  any 

economic  return  meant  that  the  people  worked  on  the 
land  and  paid  rent  for  it  which  could  not  be  produced 
by  owner  if  he  were  to  pay  for  working  it  himself, 
16386. — This  was  in  the  poorer  parts  of  the  West  of 
Ireland,  16387-8,  16390-1. — Landlords  sometimes  gave 
ten  years’  purchase  to  their  own  tenants  to  get  hold- 
ings into  their  hands,  if  they  wanted  them  for  en- 
largement of  others,  16389. 

Process  by  which  Fair  Rents  were  settled  in 
such  CASES. 

Rent  was  fixed  on  the  demand  for  such  holdings  by 
migratory  labourers  and  others,  16282. — In  fixing 
rents  small  uneconomic  holdings  were  valued 
on  the  assumption  that  they  were  portions  of  larger 
economic  holdings,  not  as  if  they  were  self-contained, 
16283-4. — Only  way  to  value  uneconomic  holding  was 
to  value  it  as  portion  of  economic  holding;  demand 
for  small  holdings,  willingness  of  people  to  pay 
higher  rent,  and  whether  land  was  to  be  used  for 
sites  for  residences  affected  judgment  of  valuer,  16613. 
— These  modifying  circumstances  tended  to  raise  rent, 
16614. — Practice  of  valuing  as  portion  of  economic 
holding  had  grown  up  among  valuers  themselves,  and 
was  common  to  all ; it  was  not  prescribed  by  Land 
Commission,  16615-16520. — If  holding  were  used 
by  anyone  who  had  other  occupation  than  land  ten- 
dency was  for  valuer  to  fix  higher  rent,  16621-2. — e.g. 
In  district  in  Armagh  twenty  holdings  were  rented 
highly ; on  fourteen  of  them  occupiers  were  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  as  heads  of  families  earned 
their  living  as  pedlars  in  England,  merely  using  hold- 
ings as  residential  plots;  but  other  six,  who  were  un- 
able to  do  that,  could  not  make  a decent  living,  16622. 
— Land  in  all  these  holdings  was  of  same  kind,  16626. 

• — No  differentiation  of  rent  had  taken  place  owing  to 
different  circumstances  of  occupiers,  16627. — ‘There  had 
been  cross  decisions  on  the  question ; Mr.  Justice 
Meredith  held  that  form  of  occupation  which  inflated 
value  of  holding  was  not  to  be  considered;  Lord  Jus- 
tice FitzGibbon  said  that  rent  should  be  determined  by 
return  farmer  received  after  expending  reasonable 
skill  and  care,  16623. — Lord  Justice  FitzGibbon’s  test 
was  never  applied  to  uneconomic  holdings  in  the  West 
of  Ireland,  16624. 

General  Process  and  Principles  op  Fixation  op 
Fair  Rents. 

Land  Commission  had  not  laid  down  principles  of 
valuation ; it  was  left  to  discretion  of  valuers,  16285. 
— Since  Act  of  1903,  when  notice  of  appeal  was 
lodged,  fair  rent  file  was  prepared  by  Sub- Commission 
Court  giving  basis  of  fair  rent;  Assessors  appointed 
under  Act  examined  and  reported  and  case  was  heard 
in  Court  by  Appellate  Tribunal,  16286-7. — Uniformity 
in  decision  of  Appellate  Court  was  lacking,  as  Court 
depended  on  opinion  of  special  assessor,  without  pro- 
fessing to  understand  valuation  itself,  16288-16290. — 
Between  1887  and  1903  witness  was  Chairman  of 
Sub-Commission  Court ; duties  were  to  preside  at 
hearing  of  cases  and  to  decide  legal  questions,  16292. — 
His  functions  were  not  confined  to  questions  of  law ; 
he  sat  with  his  lay  colleagues  and  decided  on  legal 
effect  of  witnesses’  evidence ; lay  members  then  in- 
spected and  valued  holdings,  while  chairman  visited 
other  districts;  on  his  return  schedules  were  sub- 
mitted, and  after  consultation  with  his  colleagues  a 
fair  rent  was  fixed,  16293. — Solicitor  or  counsel  were 
employed  on  both  sides,  16294. — Witness  considered 
the  principles  on  which  valuations  should  be  made 
and  saw  that  principles  on  which  Land  Commis- 
sioners worked  were  in  accordance  with  law  and  the 
facts  of  the  case,  16295. — If  there  was  difference  of 
opinion  among  Sub-Commissioners  Chairman  had  the 
determining  voice,  16296. — Rent  was  fixed  on  the 
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acreage,  but  on  very  rocky  land  rent  was  based  on 
the  carrying  power  of  the  land,  16310-16312.— Five 
acres  would  be  valued  as  one-tenth  of  a 60  acre 
economic  holding,  16313. — Element  of  competition  for 
possession  of  holdings  was  supposed  to  be  kept  out, 
but  in  practice  it  was  very  difficult  to  discover  what 
the  principle  as  regards  competition  was,  16314. — It 
seemed  to  come  in  as  a deciding  element  sometimes, 
otherwise  variations  in  fair  rents  were  difficult  to  ac- 
count for,  16315,  16328. — Valuation  had  been  too  low 
on  good  land  and  too  high  on  bad  land ; valuers  had 
hesitated  to  change  much,  16316. — Interest  of  land- 
lord was  not  supposed  to  be  considered  at  all,  16317. — 
The  personal  factor  of  the  valuer  was  of  importance, 
16318-9.— -Good  lands  were  reduced  more  than  they 
ought  to  be ; bad  lands  not  sufficiently,  16320-21.— On 
very  good  land  improvements  were  not  so  much  re- 
quired as  on  bad  land,  and  that  might  influence  the 
valuer,  16329-30. — Probable  reason  for  variable  valua- 
non  was  that  Land  Courts  were  carefully  watched  by 
both  landlords  and  tenants,  and  valuers  were  moderate 
and  tried  not  to  give  offence  to  either  side,  16323.— 
Statement  in  Schedule  as  to  rent  per  acre,  16324. 

PiAk  Schedule  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
section  one  of  Act  of  1896  commenced  with  general 
description  of  holding ; then  stated  whether  it  had 
been  worked  by  tillage  or  pasture;  then  there  was 
a query  about  rates  and  taxes ; then  as  to  acreable 
value  of  holding,  dividing  it  up  into  particular  classes 
of  land,  16325.-°fficlaI  title  of  Pink  Schedule  was 

Schedule  under  section  one  of  the  Act  of  1896  ”- 
holdings  were  classified  according  to  the  character  of 
the  land;  rate  per  acre,  addition  for  buildings  and  for 
proximity,  etc.,  made  up  gross  fair  rent,  16326.— 
Kate  per  acre  was  rent  per  acre ; rent  per  acre  for 
various  classes  of  land  would  be  gross  fair  rent  of  the 
holding,  16327. 

Economic  Holdings. 

An  economic  holding  must  be  defined  by  its  capa- 
bility for  supporting  a family,  16281,  16298  — 
Average  family  would  be  one  of  four  or  five  members; 
if  five  menmers  were  maintained  on  farm  of  ten  acres 

decently  that  farm  would  be  economic,  16299. 

Larger  family  would  not  necessarily  mean  that  farm 
would  become  uneconomic,  as  children  added  to  the 
working  powers  of  farm,  I6302.-Qommissioners  had 
to  determine  the  rent  capacity  independently  of  num- 
ber of  children,  16303-4.-In  the  West  of  Ireland 
fISe  ,farmer,  Prod?ced  ^ough  to  support  his 
family,  but  rent  question  was  the  difficulty;  16304 — 
„ *aJm  WaiS  v®lu^d  m the  same  way  no  matter  how 

ma«L.P?°ple-  1Vid  °?  .rt»  16305-7.— The  root  of  the 
16308  £8  capacity  of  the  land, 

standard  of  uneconomic  holding 
m 1905 

Allowance  for  Improvements. 

9„n  Mountainous,  reclaimed  land  nearly  the  whole 
alue  was  due  to  improvements,  16330.— But  if  full 
allowance  were  made  for  improvements  on  bad  land 
bflrff  16331  *2  °2fnal.condi5on,  little  rent  woufd 

s&Lxz  Si 

would  be  in  Germanv  g Roir»;  6 no^  ,Vorked  as  they 

not  pay  to  do  so,  16345  oS  °u  ^ jance : it  would 

could  not 


treated  with  seaweed  and  orffi  sandy  soil 

prodnctive,  16348-50  ordinary  soil  could  be  made 


Sotw  or  Imsh  Lawn  Luuisutiok 

jsSssns  »«- 

between  economic 
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confusion  caused  by  this  made  it  necessarv  to  t-. 
evolution  of  Irish  Land  Acts;  Act  of 
administered,  would  have  excluded  small  holdSS  2 
congested  districts!  the  Act  was  regarded  in  SL*? 
as  rile  Magna  Charts  of  the  peasants’  rights,  thouri, 
landowners  regarded  it  as  unjustifiable  invisiov  75 
their  rights ; to  justify  Act  of  1881  pieST^' 
dition  of  land  tenure  must  be  understood  163R1 
Complaints  against  Irish  rents  were  not  confined 
recent  years;  in  1729  the  Lord  Lieutenant  g?ve  „ 
reasons  for  constant  emigration  poverty  occasioned  X 
raising  of  rents  above  real  value  of  land,  nneert.ij 
tenure  and  short  leases;  relation  of  landlord  and 
ant  was  based  on  tenure  not  on  contract,  up  to  1860- 
OM  feudal  tenures  had  been  altered  and  ufodifed  ki 
Irish  customs;  result  was  confusion  and  nmltinlicZ 
tlon  of  Acts  dealing  with  laud,  16J631— BeUWrf 
landlord  and  tenant,  based  on  tenure  down  to  lam' 
prevented  security  of  occupation  and  did  not  protect 
improvements,  but  cost  prevented  capricious  eS 
mint;  during  eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth 
tnries  majority  of  people  were  tenants  from  year  to 
year;  under  Common  Law  of  England  and  Ireland'S 
cases  of  written  contract  ejectment  could  only  take 
place  for  a condition  broken"  in  case  of  tenenriS 
from  year  to  year ; there  was  lio  power  of  eviction  for 
non-payment  of  rent  under  the  Common  Law  teSSt 
could  only  be  ejected  by  notice  to  guit,  which  msri 
eupire  with  termination  of  year  of  tenancy,  andS 

en°  , tenants’,  rights  was  disSur.ged 
Irish  Ejectment  Code,  originating  in  Queen  Anne's 
remn  ’ • ex®ef,lte4  and  facilitated  eviction  of  tenants 
obstructions  under  old  Common  l“w’- 
fnJ  teuai816  landl?rd,  who  sought  to  evict  household- 
er °b  lged  to,  Proceed  in  Supreme  Courts 

of  Law,  an  expensive  and  slow  process,  but  after  the 
peace  following  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  when  fall  ffi 
agricultural  prices  made  payment  of  high  war  rents 
impossible  an  Act  was  passed  enabling  ejectment  to 

Sut  delTv  ^ C?Un^  C,°Urts  at  smaH  cost  and  StE 
dela7-  Irish  Ejectment  Code  applied  onlv  to 
tenants  holding  under  leases  or  written  contracts  • 
land]°rds  ceased  to  give  leases,  and  yearly 
tenancies  ensued ; to  meet  this  Civil  Bill  Court  Ariel 
1851  was  enacted,  egislation  became  more  mid  more 
lct  iulb£ntov“uaj°rilS;  jtHs  culminated  in  Deasy's 
totol  llnf6?’  "’"A  *¥I*Md  telationship  between  laud- 

w’’  “ simplified  and  increased  landlord’s  remedies 
Sclent  Ia”d.  “d  renderd 

m nottoifl  °f  ejectment  for  non-payment  of  rent  and 
rn  *°  l!llu ; ™>  allowance  was  made  for  improve- 

mSe  alTthw”'  Wh“‘  thelr  1 tenants  in  lieland 
houSs  'f.™  ‘yoksments,  even  to  erecting  dwelling- 
te^sJanu  ofBuS’  gates  and  fences;  in  England  or 

dittem  d At<tk"k  ''°u“  rent  * falm  “der  s"cl1 
landSd.  I'cA  befl?m‘>g  of  the  nineteenth  century 
conditkm  TTT*  ““I**  of  tenantry,  as  economic 
““  "A  ’m‘a  tilUfi0  farming  pm- 
created  rZZLPS*"!  “wiroltaral  population  in- 
5IS  .l°n  f?L  and  *”d  enabled  rent,  to  be 

altered’  owinl  ^’’middle  of  the  century  conditions 
got  rid  of  small  + ^an?lne  and  Free  Trade;  landlords 
were  formed1^  a”d.Paatare  and  toger  farms 

solidation  . ’.  P°pulatjon  decreased  rapidly,  but  con- 
tents rSe  m S kepv*  eompetition  for  land  mid 
ofto  S.  SSSS?  ffomine  and  1870  were 

WtoSr.^f5dCt,TO  °-f  nonpayment  of  rent;  this 
of  reform  of  Land  ,grarlan  disturbance.  Suggestions 
torn  and  Laws  were  denounced  as  confisca- 

Stoart  Z”Ve  *2  th?.riSlite  of  property.  John 
tenants  to  ,°f  scaring  away  small 

Mr  Gladstnna  k T001M  f°r  capitalist  farmers  in  1865. 
SdloKS'^SS  L“l87?a?fbj' 

SSeSts,0ran (S^mplSn'  rT 

Cm  lln  <8  Ieeal.ised  Ulster  Tenant-Right 
after  n ass i Tier was  limited  to  tenancies  created 
it  waSPSt  f he  Act’  and  was  not  to  exceed  £250; 

good ; legaii8ttionSOof  nffexcnpti0ns  that  did  little 
landlord  from  iJ1  .^^ster  Custom  did  not  prevent 

tenants’  InteS^d"5  5-0  “ *°  a1™'  desll»f 
County  CW  3dmi^vStratl0n  was  entrusted  to 
because  of  m +>.„  ges‘ . Tbe  4ct  failed  in  its  object 
tions  from  Lnefits  C°+mpleJity  of  exemp' 

tion  as  low  as  tendency  to  reduce  compensa- 

tenant  and  landlord ’Erf’  ins.ecurit3r  of  tenure  of 

gave  111  senir it-l  t?  lght  to  raise  rent-  Act  of  1881 

»de  ellTStt ‘21 V t,Ir  “”*■ (2)  a8p“ial 

al  to  decide  on  amount  of  rent, 
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16356,  16378. — Act  of  1870  put  it  into  the  power  of 
any  landlord  practically  to  contract  himself  out  of  the 
Act  by  granting  thirty-one  years’  lease,  16357. — And 
a great  number  of  landlords  did  it,  16384. 

Incumbered  Estates  Act. 

Incumbered  Estates  Act  was  an  Act  for  replacing 
old  landlords  by  new  ones,  16361-2. — Court  established 
under  the  Act  (now  Landed  Estates  Court)  advertised 
property  and  gave  schedules  of  rents,  and,  in  order  to 
induce  people  to  buy  property  on  the  faith  of  a Par- 
liamentary title,  stated  that  rents  could  be  raised, 
16363. — Small  English  and  Irish  capitalists  put  their 
money  into  land  in  Ireland  on  faith  of  Parliamentary 
title,  16365-7,  16372-4. — Rents  were  frequently  raised 
under  Act,  16366. — Landlord  of  Incumbered  Estate 
had  it  brought  into  court ; incumbrancers  usually 
bought  for  purpose  of  realising  their  money,  16369. — 
Government  itself  did  nothing  beyond  passing  of  the 
Act  to  induce  people  to  purchase,  16370-16374. — Pre- 
sent Judge  of  Landed  Estates  Court  maintained  that 
his  business  was  to  get  best  possible  prices  for  owners 
of  estate,  not  to  consider  circumstances  of  the  tenant, 
16376. — Another  view  was  that  the  duty  of  the  court 
was  to  fix  a fair  price,  fair  both  to  incumbrancers  and 
tenants,  16378. — Principles  of  Irish  Land  Code 
were  contained  in  Acts  of  1870  and  1881 ; 
fundamendal  difference  between  English  and 
Irish  land  systems  was  that  in  England  agricultural 
farms  were  let  by  owners  fully  equipped  with 
everything  necessary  for  proper  working  of  holding ; 
tenant  contracts  to  pay  rent  for  farm  so 
equipped,  and,_  if  he  wishes,  leaves  at  end  of 
contract  term ; in  Ireland  landlord  owned  only  the 
soil ; agricultural  equipment  was  property  of  tenant  ; 
he  was  hereditary  occupier,  consequently  he  was  not 
free  ; if  he  left,  all  his  improvements  would  become  the 
landlord’s  and  he  had  nowhere  else  to  go,  as  competi- 
tion for  land  was  so  keen;  in  poorer  parts  of  Ireland 
land  could  only  be  profitably  worked  for  owner  by 
small  occupying  tenants,  who,  without  economic  re- 
turn, expended  their  labour  on  it;  Land  Acts  from 
1870  to  1896  were  an  attempt  to  adjust  law  of  land- 
lord and  tenant  to  the  facts  of  the  case ; before  1870 
law  regarded  landlord  as  sole  owner  of  the  farm, 
though  tenant  was  co-owner,  16378. 

Beginning  of  Land  Purchase  Legislation. 

First  attempt  to  purchase  began  with  Irish  Church 
Act,  1869  ; first  Purchase  Acts,  those  of  1870  and  1881, 
were  asked  for  more  by  tenants  than  landlords;  the 
Ashbourne  Act  of  1885  was  brought  in  from  landlords’ 
point  of  view,  16382. — Witness  thought  that  if  Act  of 
1881  had  been  worked  in  a more  satisfactory  way  it 
would  have  solved  the  Irish  Land  Question,  16383.— 
In  1886  there  came  a great  fall  in  agricultural  values ; 
in  1887  Mr.  Balfour  brought  in  an  Act  for  reduction 
ii  faii  rents  during  previous  six  years  and  to 
allow  leaseholders  to  break  their  leases  and  get  rents 
fixed  the  same  as  yearly  tenants,  16385. 

Irish  Church  Act  of  1869 — Disposal  of  Irish 
Church  Fond,  &c. 

Side  by  side  watlh  Fair  Rent  Acts  a system  of  Land 
Purchase  grew  up,  this  began  with  Irish  Church  Act 
of  1869,  when  glebe  lands  had  to  bo  sold,  method 
adopted  was  to  sell  either  to  the  occupier  or  in  the 
open  market,  16392,  16401. — Present  condition 

of  Irish  Church  Fund  was  very  puzzling,  for  twenty 
years  it  had  been  stated  that  it  was  used  up,  but 
discoveries  of  unused  surplus  were  constantly  made, 
16396. — Certain  amounts  were  paid  over  to  the 
Church  Temporalities  Commissioners,  16398. — Total 
value  amounted  to  about  £16,000,000,  16399.— About 
£9,000,000  had  been  paid  to  Commissioners,  16400. — 
Some  of  remainder  was  invested,  Report  of  Irish 
Land  Commission  gave  present  charges  and  liabilities 
on  the  Fund,  16401. — Terms  of  sale  of  glebe  lands 
were  sale  for  cash,  or  one-fourth  in  cash  and 
balance  secured  on  mortgage,  to  be  paid  off  in 
thirfry-two  years,  total  sales  were  to  6,057  tenants 
at  average  price  of  twenty-two  and  two-third  years’ 
purchase,  total  amount  given  on  loan  was  £1,674,841, 
terms  of  re- payment  were  altered  under  Purchase  of 
Land  Act,  i885,  16401. — Re-payments  were  by  half- 
yearly  instalments,  entire  loan  had  to  be  repaid  within 
thirty-two  years,  but  under  Ashbourne  Act  of  1885 


BAILEY,  Mr.  Commissioner — continued. 

amount  still  unpaid  was  made  repayable  at  ordinary- 
rate  under  the  Act,  16403-4. — Reason  for  alteration 
was  that  people  had  found  it  impossible  to  pay  the  in- 
stalments ac  which  they  bought,  16405-6. — While  in- 
terest was  reduced  term  of  re-payment  was  extended, 
16407. 

Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act  of  1870. 

Next  Act  was  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act 
of  1870,  under  which  landlords  and  tenants  of  agri- 
cultural or  pastoral  holdings  could  sell  with  State 
aid,  sale  to  be  carried  out  in  Landed  Estates  Court, 
Board  of  Works  could  advance  upwards  of  two-thirds 
of  price,  to  be  repaid  in  thirty-five  years  at  five  per 
cenc.  on  tlhe  loan,  877  tenants  purchased  under  this 
Act,  £514,536  was  issued  in  loan,  total  purchase 
money  paid  by  tenant-purchasers  was  £859,000  at 
rate  of  23£  years’  purchase,  16408. — Cash  to  be  paid 
by  tenant  was  increased  from  a quarter  to  a third, 
16409. — Race  of  interest  was  four  per  cent.,  but  there 
was  also  a sum  to  repay  capital,  16410. 

Act  of  1881. 

Under  Act  of  1881  Land  Commission  was  em- 
powered to  make  advances  to  tenants  for  purchase  of 
holdings,  and  was  enabled  to  purchase  estates  for  re- 
sale to  the  tenants,  limit  of  advance  was  changed  from 
two-thirds  to  three-quarters  of  the  purchase  money, 
terms  of  re-payment  annuity  of  five  per  cent  for 
thirty-five  years;  over  731  tenants  purohased  under 
this  Act,  and  advances  amounted  to  £240,801,  includ- 
ing advances  to  405  tenants  on  seven  estates  bought 
by  Land  Commission  in  Landed  Estates  Court. 

Ashbourne  Act. 

In  1885  Ashbourne  Act  was  passed,  £5,000,000  was 
authorised  to  be  advanced  to  Land  Commissioners  to 
enable  sales  to  be  carried  out  between  landlords  and 
tenants,  and  to  enable  Land  Commission  to  purchase 
estates  in  Landed  Estates  Court  for  re-sale  to  tenants, 
Land  Commission  was  empowered  to  advance  whole 
of  purchase  money  retaining  as  guarantee  one-fiftJh 
for  period  of  seventeen  and  a half  years,  advances 
were  repaid  by  annual  instalments  extending  over 
forty-nine  years,  16411. — Rate  of  interest  reduced, 
16412. — In  1888  the  £5,000,000  was  exhausted,  so  an 
additional  £5,000,000  was  advanced,  25,367  tenants 
on  1,355  estates  became  purchasers  and  loans 
amounted  to  £9,992,536,  16412. — Rate  of  sale  was 
seventeen  years’  purchase  of  actual  Tent  paid  by  ten- 
ants, under  Ashbourne  Acts  101  estates  were  pur- 
chased for  re-sale  to  tenants  and  loans  were  issued 
to  2,029  tenants,  amounting  to  £531,277,  16413. — 
All  classes  of  land,  good  and  bad,  were  sold  under 
the  Act,  16416. — Rate  of  annuity  was  four  per  cent., 
but  part  was  sinking  fund,  16417,  16418. — Act  was  ad- 
ministered by  body  already  established  for  fixing  fair- 
rents,  but  two  additional  Commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed for  administration  of  Purchase  Act,  16419. — 
Sale  agreement  was  entered  into  between  landlord' 
and  tenant  and  lodged  at  Land  Commission,  16420. 

Guaranteed  Land  Stock  under  Act  of  1891. 

Mr.  Balfour,  in  1891,  introduced  payment  to  ven- 
dor in  specially  created  Guaranteed  Land  Stock,  equal 
nominally  to  purchase  money  bearing  interest  at  two 
and  three-quarters  per  cent.,  this  could  not  be  re- 
deemed until  after  thirty  years,  dividends  and  sinking 
fund  payments  were  made  out  of  “'Land  Purchase 
Account,”  to  which  all  purchase  annuities  received 
was  paid,  16421. 

Guaranteed  Fund. 

If  account  was  insufficient  at  any  time  deficiency 
was  to  be  charged  on  a “Guarantee  Fund,”  which 
consisted  of  cash  and  contingent  portions,  cash  por- 
tion was  made  up  of  Irish  Probate  Duty  and  Ex- 
chequer Contribution,  contingent  portion  of  Irish 
share  of  local  taxation  and  certain  local  grants,  thus 
throwing  security  for  re-payment  on  ratepayers  of 
county,  16421. — If  cash  portion  was  not  required  it 
passed  into  local  taxation  account,  16422. — Contin- 
gent portion  was  security  lying  behind  the  rale, 
16425. — Amount  of  stock  that  could  be  issued  for  each 
county  was  limited  by  Act  of  1891  to  twenty-five 
times  the  Share  of  the  county  in  guarantee  fund, 
s 2 
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Act  of  1901  extended  it  to  fifty  times,  and  that  of  for  improvement  at  cheap  interest  16501  — Tr  u 
1903  to  sixty  times,  if  there  were  no  danger  of  loss  to  prices  had  resulted  from  zone  system  1650P 
Exchequer,  16426. — It  had  not  yet  .been  proved  whether  certain  estate  in  Westmeath  landlord  demandi? 
sixty  times  total  value  of  share  of  county  covered  neces-  under  old  Act,  seventeen  years’  purchase  of  ^ 
sities  of  purchase  in  every  county,  as  none  had  reached  term  rents,  inspector  said  land  was  not  security** 
that  limit,  16430.— If  that  limit  were  exceeded  ad-  price  demanded,  under  Act  of  1903  landlord  d 
vances  would  have  to  be  stopped,  16431. — Witness  mamded  23  or  24  years’  purchase,  and  as  Ah  v 
thought  that  it  would  be  legal  for  one  county  to  within  the  zone  Estates  Commissioners  had  to  JI38 
supply  deficiency  of  another,  provided  all  land  in  tion  the  sale,  16504. — Case  had  occurred  in  Cal0' 
Ireland  would  be  sold  under  £152,000,000,  the  limit  where  Land  Commission  had  refused  advance  onhu 
of  advance,  16436-7.— People  of  county  might  object,  ings  for  more  than  twelve  years’  nurchasa  • 
16439.— Guarantee  fund  for  all  Ireland  for  1904-5  tenants  agreed  to  give  eighteen  ye  are’  uurchnU  aw 
amounted  to  £2.514.442.  each  countv  misrht  receive  Land  Commission  had  vef.nod  ,1 „„i : ■ a9®’  . t 


avaalable,  which  might  be  doubled  should  Treasury  Cases  had  been  brought  to  Commissioners  L m 
might  be  done  without  loss  to  Exchequer,  zone  cases  and  had  been  inspected,  advances  W) 
16448.—  If  guarantee  fund  increased  total  grant  been  cut  down  to  what  the  holding  was  consider^ 
would  proportionately  increase,  16449-50— Approxi-  security  for,  and  then  it  was  discovered  tW 
mate  charge  on  fund  up  to  31st  March,  1906,  was  they  were  zone  cases,  and  Commissioners  had  bean 
r m,'llll0n  Pounds>  under  Acts  obliged  to  make  advances  which  they  considered 

2 afcisf1 as-5  irrsJSS. 


in  would  lessen  that,  16451. — Sales  under  Ashbourne 
Acts,  Bright  Clause  of  1870,  Church  Act  of  1869,  and 


bo  considered  as  well  as  present,  value  could  not 
settled  by  one  particular  season,  when  at  took 


Act  of  1881  were  not  included,  16456.— Sales  in  which  sixty  or  seventy  years  to  get  back  monev 
money  had  been  actually  uaid  were  about  forhv  — fin  fet, *-a  n “’ 


money  had  been  actually  paid  were  about  forty  —On  Crosbie  Estate  Commissioners  refused”  X 
miliums  under  all  Acts  16457-9.-Mr  Wyndham’s  grant  advance,  because  landlord  had  added 
estimate  of  guarantee  fund  had  been  £3,000,000  a for  improvements  and  other  sums  for  nr- 


voar 1 "wu  ^a?ant®8  „ d had  h6611.  £3,000,000  a for  improvements  and  other  sums  for  arrears 
year,  but  lie  had  not  allowed  for  portion  earmarked  16624*.— This  lad  tear  referred  fer  leEa”  S 

U^to£2  600r00o'\6486<7  'ed’“<1  ^ '^rd  per-  eideration,  1653— In  a number-  of  estate!  arrears 
non  to  £2,500,000,  16486-7.  of  rent  wore  added  to  nut-chase  mourn 


Priority  oe  Sales. 


of  rent  were  added  to  purchase  money,  16527.— In 
Kinvara  case  advance  was  refused  because  of  mixed 
character  of  holdings,  16529.— Five  other  cases  were 


Priority  of  taking  applications  was  according  to  ^1,(l'luirawn  and  twenty-eight  estates  refused,  because 
classification,  each  main  class  was  dealt  with  in  holdings  <»gefil*d  or  too  small,  in  one  case 

nnnma  a*  *4 xi.  _ ,•  , , title  was  defective.  IfiRWI — Tncnonflr,^  u. 


priority  of  application  of  the  particular” class"  1644T  title . ™s  defective,  16530.— Inspection  would  be 

—No  class  had  priority  over  other  two  classes’,  16443.  p check  on  illegal  practices,  16535-8— In  Talbot- 

— There  was  no  particular  allotment  of  money  be-  Hr?fWle  case  advances^  had  been  kept  within  the  zones, 
tween  different  classes,  16444— All  the  money  minht  , . y had  been  </utside  ™ey  would  have  been  treated 

go  in  one  class  if  other  cases  were  not  ready,  but  t5"  1?n’  i6b4?‘ — In  b°th  Talbot-Crosbie  and 

practically  that  never  happened,  16445  — Congested  hi  V'  °rosbie  Estates  question  of  adding  to  pur- 

Districts  Board  cases  were  given  priority  over  other  chase  money  had  arisen,  16541. — Commissioners  con- 
classes,  16447-8.  tended  that  as  guardians  of  public  money  they 

could  not  advance  for  other  objects  than  those 
Decadal  Reductions.  originally  specified,  16511. — Objection  was  on 

, , , , grounds:  (1)  because  annuity,  and  therefore 

Mr.  BaJlfour  s Act  of  1896  introduced  method  of  risk,  was  increased,  16513— (2.)  Because  nominal 

reducing  every  decade  annuity  to  be  paid  by  tenant  purchase  price  beijng  higher  bonus  was  increased, 

purchaser,  during  first  decade  annuity  was  calculated  16514. — Instances  in  which  Commissioners  had  refused 
on  original  advance,  during  second  and  third  on  por-  to  declare  them  estates  were  only  five  or  six,  all  on 
tion  unpaid  at  end  of  previous  decade ; loans  issued  the  western  seaboard,  16515-22— “ Zone  ” referred 
Hinder  Ac us  of  1891  and  1896  up  to  31st  March,  1902,  to  amount  of  reduction  from  judicial  rent,  16679  — 
were  36,994,  amounting  to  £10,869,190,  being  17‘5  The  word  was  not  used  in  Act  of  1903,  but  was  men- 
years  purchase  of  the  rants,  16461. — Decadal  reduc-  tioned  by  Mr.  Wyndham  in  explanatory  memoran- 
tions  were  abolished  under  Act  of  1903,  as  amount  dum  of  Bill,  16675,  16679— Inclusion  in  firat 

©t  sinking  fund  did  not  allow  of  them,  16462.  “zone”  meant  sanction  of  Land  Commission  to 

advance  in  cases  when  purchase  annuity  was  not  less 
Act  of  1903  ; Sales  by  Estates  rhan  10  per  cent.,  nor  more  than  30  per  cent,  below 

Tn  1007  Mi,  .ix  judicial  rent  fixed  after  Act  of  1896,  16677.— Limit 

* T#,AcV??s  which  in-  in  second  “zone”  was  not  less  than  20  nor  more 

Im  °f , s£les  by  Estates,  ’ a landlord  than  40  per  cent,  below  that  rent;  when  Oommis- 

estate  ifidfip  benedb  ^ to  sell  entire  sioners  declared  any  property  am  estate  within  first 

’ ‘ and  second  zone  they  were  bound  to  advance  the 

money  without  further  inquiry,  except  as  to  occupa- 
.oones.  tion  and  advance,  limit  of  advance,  was  £3,000,  but 

Holdings  on  estates  subject  to  judicial  rente  ^ raised  to  £7,000  in  certain  cases,  16679. 

and  within  certain  “zones”  laid  down  in  Act  were  ~Und“  20116  system  State  took  whole  re- 
free from  liability  to  inspection  as  to  security  or  sPonsiblllty  for  advances  made  without  inspec- 


zone  meant  sanction  of  Land  Commission  to 
advance  in  cases  when  purchase  annuity  was  not  less 
than  10  per  cent.,  nor  more  than  30  per  cent,  below 
judicial  rent  fixed  after  Act  of  1896,  16677— Limit 
in  second  “zone”  was  not  less  than  20  nor  more 


Holdings  on  estates  subject  to  judicial  rente  1Z  t?1  jht  1)6  raised  to  £7,000  in  certain  cases,  16679. 
and  within  certain  “zones”  laid  down  in  Act  were  ~Und“  20116  system  State  took  whole  re- 
free from  liability  to  inspection  as  to  security  or  ,sponsiblllty  for  advances  made  without  inspec- 
equityof  price,  as  Act  assumed  that  rent  fixed  was  r 1°  s€cul11ty, , 17271— Estates  Commissioners 

good  security,  holdings  not  subject  to  “zone”  nro  reafeed  daai£er  of  bringing  unsuitable  properties 

visions  were  liable  to  inspection.  16462  — Proneri-ios  und?r  20116  system,  and  in  some  cases  had  required 
formerly  declared  to  have  had  insufficient  security  for  to  bring  property  under  Section  6 and  sell 

an  advance  had,  since  operation  of  zones  cold  at  ImeW  dlrecb  to  them,  17272. — Clinton  Estate  in  West  Cork 
price,  but  in  kinvaxaP  case  in  oSHj* "SSSft  Sf  * *““**“■  had  first  * 

had  refused  to  declare  it  an  estate  16463  at  24  years  purchase,  afterwards  at  22  years, 

in  Westmeath  had  been  refured  und%  oW  A7tf  w {““ft  7^’  purchase,  dispure  was 

passed  at  greatly  nncreased  figure  since  ODeration  of  brought  beft>re,  Estates  Commissioners  for  settlement, 

the  zones  16464— Report  said  thaC^e  Stef  had  they  ™P*ted  carefully  and  found  that  average 

been  made  to  come  fraudulently  under  th«  number  of  years  purchase  to  be  given  was 

but  proof  was  difficult.  Many  cares  went  threugK^  172?^“  & P~P«*y  had  befn  declared 

that  would  not  go  through  if  there  were  incrfer+te-n  an  ®jtate  under  zone  system  advances  would  have 
for  value,  16495,  16507. — In  creatine  newP  hnij  £ad  ^ made  without  inspection  and  State  would 
mgs  they  had  to  be  mapped  out  but  in  caw  7«v®  h®011  respansible  for  24  years’  purchase  plus 

Rones  maps  had  to  be  submitted  by  vendor  whteh  ^ P®r  J50111119  instead  of  17  or  18  years’  pur- 

saved  time,  16498— « Freeman’s  /Xrfaf”  thoS  17274-5,17279— Proportion  of  non- judicial 

chat  abolition  of  inspection  for  value  had  t>a*  holdings  to  judicial  was  about  onie-thikd  to  twO- 

p edited  inspection,  16499—  Abuses  might  arise  on*  a*  thirds,  17277— If  number  erf  zone  cases  were  ex- 

isone  system  if  landlord  and  tenants  agreed  to  add  to  t?  xW?aldMbe  found  that  security  was  not  good, 

the  purchase  pnee  for  the  sake  of  tenants  getting  mo  nil  17278— Estates  Commissioners  had  refused  to  declare 
8 “g  mon6y  Blalce-Foster  property  an  estate  as  holdings  were  so 
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intermixed  that  there  was  no  security  for  advance, 
17283. — If  sale  lhad  gone  through  under  zone  system 
24  years’  purchase  would  have  been  palid  instead  of  10 
or  12;  to  bring  under  zones  every  tenant  had  been 
turned  into  a judicial  tenant,  17284. — Estates  Com- 
missioners should  be  invested  with  power  of  inspec- 
tion in  all  cases  to  avoid  dangers  of  bringing  estates 
within  zones  in  congested  districts,  17285-7. — There 
were  many  doubtful  estates  all  over  Ireland,  17289, 
17290. — Spirit/  of  Act  of  1903  was  that  if  rents  had 
been  fixed  once  or  twice  they  should  be  full  security 
for  anything  witlhin  the  zones,  17291. — Inspection  of 
Clinton  Estate  had  been  made  by  one  valuer  only, 
he  had  farmed  extensively  in  same  county  and  he 
was  regarded  as  skilled  and  competent,  17293-6. — 
He  had  lived  in  prosperous  part  of  County  Cork,  and 
was  an  advanced  farmer,  17298-17300. — He  had  had 
no  experience  of  kind  of  estate  which  he  was  sent  to 
value,  17301-2. — Great  number  of  farms  on  which 
Commission  were  asked  to  make  advances  were  of  a 
doubtful  class,  17305-6.— Case  had  occurred  in  Gal- 
way where  2l£  years’  purchase  was  asked  for,  in- 
spectors had  been  sent  and  they  recommended  19^ 
years’  purchase,  even  at  that  there  was  loss  in  putting 
it  into  ordelr,  17305. — Witness  advocated  fuller  dis- 
cretionary powers  for  Estates  Commissioners  in  fixing 
values  and  inspecting,  17307-8. 

Ceosbie  Estates,  Question  of  Additions  to  Pur- 
chase Money. 

In  Talbot-Crosbie  Estate  certain  moneys  due  for 
arrears  of  rent  had  been  added  to  purchase  money, 
landlord  in  another  Crosbie  estate  had  agreed,  after 
•completion  of  sale,  to  pay  back  certain  sums  of 
money  to  tenants  for  improvements,  Commissioners 
considered  that  that  was  not  purchase  money,  and  had 
refused  advances,  16467. — Tenants  had  agreed  to  buy 
at  certain  number  of  years’  purchase,  landlord  agreed 
with  tenants  to  repay  sums  of  money  for  improve- 
ments when  sale  was  complete;  if  estate  worth  £500 
were  put  into  market  and  £600  purchase  price  was 
paid  so  that  tenants  might  have  back  £100  Com- 
mission objected  that  that  was  getting  bonus  on  a 
fictitious  amount  of  purchase  money,  16469-71. — 
Judicial  Commissioners  decided  that  improvements 
could  not  be  included  in  purchase  money,  16472,  lo474, 
16500. — Including  improvements  was  a device  to  get 
money  at  low  rate  of  interest,  16475.— It  was  often 
done  privately,  not  openly,  as  Mr.  Crosbie  had  done  it, 
16476. — Remedy  was  inspection  in  every  case,  16477. 

Effect  of  Act  in  Expediting  Sales. 
Abolition  of  inspection  under  zone  system  had  not 
quickened  sales,  as  some  inspection  as  of  boundaries, 
had  to  be  done,  16478,  16490. — Inspection  of  cases 
within  tlie  zones  could  be  carried  our  more  rapidly 
by  inferior  inspection,  16492. — Inspection  for  value 
took  longer  as  more  inspectors  were  required  and 
estimate  of  value  and  security  took  longer,  16494. — 
Landlords  did  not  object  to  inspection  pure  and 
simple,  16481. — Under  old  system  landlords  hesitated 
to  agree  to  sell  as  they  were  only  entitled  to  interest 
on  purchase  money  during  negotiations,  if  they  came 
to  nothing  they  had  to  revert  to  old  rente,  16482-4. — 
‘Zone  system  gave  certainty  to  landlords,  16485. 

Bonus  and  Rate  of  Annuity  under  Act  of  1903. 

Commissioners  under  Act  of  1903  might  purchase 
estates  for  re-sale  to  occupiers  if  three-fourths  of 
tenants  agreed  to  purchase  from  them  at  estimated 
price ; on  completion  of  sale  owner  was  paid  bonus  of 
12  per  cent.  ; tenant  could  borrow  money  on  easier 
terms ; under  former  Act  rate  of  interest  was  four 
per  cent. , 1£  of  which  was  for  sinking  fund  ; under 
Act  of  1903  it  was  reduced  to  3£,  $ per  cent,  going  to 
sinking  fund  ; reduction  in  sinking  fund  lengthened 
period,  over  which  repayment  would  extend  to  68£ 
years,  instead  of  about  43  years,  and  made  continuance 
of  decadal  reductions  in  annuities  impossible,  16542. — 
Decadal  reductions  were  given  at  end  of  every  ten 
years  on  annuity  of  preceding  decade,  16545.— Act  of 
1903  also  enabled  owners  to  sell  their  demesnes  to 
Commissioners,  and  to  repurchase  them  on  same  con- 
ditions as  tenants,  16542. — Congested  Districts  Board 
could  buy  estates  with  demesnes,  16543. — And  re-sell 
them  to  landlord  or  anyone  else,  16543a,  16544. — If 
landlord  re-purchased  estate  he  did  not  necessarily 
purchase  at  selling  value,  16546-8. 
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Provision  for  Evicted  Tenants. 

Act  of  1903  enabled  untenanted  lands  to  be  sold  to 
the  following  persons  : — (a)  Tenant  of  holding  on  es- 
tate, (6)  son  of  tenant  of  holding,  (c)  tenant  of  hold- 
ing not  exceeding  £5  rateable  valuation  in  neighbour- 
hood of  estate ; (d)  person  who  within  _ twenty-five 
years  of  passing  of  Act  was  a tenant ; this  class  pro- 
vides for  evicted  tenants,  16548. — Classes  were  dealt 
with  at  discretion  of  Commissioners,  16549,  16549a. 
— If  taken  in  priority  evicted  tenants  would  have  no 
chance ; the  £5  limit  created  difficulties,  as  a man 
with  £6  valuation  often  required  prior  treatment, 
16550. 

Rate  of  Progress  under  Act  of  1903. 

Act  also  gave  Commissioners  power  to  purchase  un- 
tenanted lands  for  enlargement  of  holdings  or  crea- 
tion of  new  ones,  and  conferred  on  them  same  powers 
as  those  of  Congested  Districts  Board  for  facilitat- 
ing re-sale  of  land  ; total  purchases  from  Act  of  1869 
to  June  30th,  1906,  under  iall  Acts  were  110,291 ; 
total  advances,  £38,404,925  ; since  that  date  nearly 
two  millions  had  been  added,  so  total  was  £40,388,793, 
16554. — Number  of  tenants  in  Ireland  was,  roughly 
speaking,  470,000  to  480,000,  16556. — So  about  one- 
fourth  had  purchased,  16557.— Number  of  probable 
purchasers  was  greater  than  m!oney  available  for 
advances,  but  a large  number  of  village  holders  would 
not  want  to  purchase,  16558. — As  their  holdings  were 
small,  16560. — Farmers  who  had  purchased  were  in- 
cluded, 16563. — Also  priests’  and  parsons’  houses, 
dispensary  doctors’  houses,  etc.,  were  sometimes  in- 
cluded, 16564. — 400,000  holdings  would  probably  be 
number  coming  under  operation  of  Act,  16565. — 
Commission  of  Valuation  split  up  holdings  accord- 
ing to  townlands,  16567. — Census  figures  for  1901, 
which  went  on  basis  of  individual,  gave  holdings  as 
490,000,  16568,  16570.— Out  of  the  490,000  110,000 
had  been  dealt  with,  leaving  380,000,  16571. 

Purchases  by  Town  Tenants. 

On  town  holdings  Commissioners  could  make  ad- 
vances on  security  of  plot  of  land  or  site  of  honse, 
but  advance  could  not  be  made  on  house  itself,  16574, 
16577. — Other  methods  might  be  found  for  getting 
advance  on  house,  guarantee  deposit  system  being 
one,  16575. — One  landlord  who  wished  to  get  rid  of 
village  holdings  asked  Commissioners  to  retain  pur- 
chase money,  and  pay  him  interest,  16576. — Town 
holdings  in  Boyle  had  been  bought  by  Commission  in 
order  to  complete  purchase  of  whole  estate,  16578. — 
This  was  not  to  be  a precedent,  as  there  had  been 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  town  holdings,  16579-90. — 
System  should  be  provided  for  disposing  of  small 
country  towns,  15581. — Other  tenants  might  guaran- 
tee for  sale  of  town  houses,  as  town  existed  for  their 
benefit,  16582-4. — It  was  desirable  that  landlord 
should  be  'able  to  sell  whole  of  estate  ; it  might  be  sold 
in  rflobo  or  direct  on  guarantee  deposit  system,  16584-5. 
— Witness  would  not  advocate  increase  in  percentage 
of  annuities  of  country  holders  for  benefit  of  town  hold- 
ers, as  annuities  would  probably  have  been  increased 
because  of  proximity  to  town  in  any  case,  16587. — In 
fixing  fair  rents  proximity  to  towns  was  always 
taken  into  consideration,  16588. — Most  satisfactory 
arrangement  for  sale  of  town  houses  was  such  a 
guarantee  deposit  as  Commissionei's  thought  neces- 
sary, 16589. — There  was  no  legal  dual  ownership  with 
regard  to  town  tenants,  16591-2. — As  there  was  no 
fixity  of  tenure  and  no  judicial  rent,  16593. — Land- 
lords thought  it  unreasonable  not  to  be  allowed  to 
sell  whole  of  estate  if  portion  included  towns  and  vil- 
lages, 16594-5. — Small  towns  in  Ireland  were  agri- 
cultural communities  rather  than  towns,  16596. — 
Landlords  got  better  chances  of  selling  their  property 
in  Ireland  than  in  either  England  or  Scotland, 
16599. — That  several  small  holdings  might  form  ag- 
glomeration of  a few  houses  was  not  sufficient  reason 
for  refusing  'advances,  16600. — Tenure  would  be  same, 
as  in  many  villages  fair  rent  had  been  fixed,  as  in 
Loughglynn,  16601-2. — Village  holdings  were  an 
agglomeration  of  houses  forming  a village,  with  little 
plots  of  land  attached,  16603. — Fair  rent  was  as- 
sessed on  land  in  neighbourhood,  not  on  house  in 
village ; but  Commissioners  added  to  (rent  on  land 
a fair  proportion  of  landlord’s  interest  in.  house, 
16606. — If  house  were  property  of  landlord  assessment 
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would  be  made  on  bouse  iand  site  in  village  and  plot 
in  country,  16607. — If  greater  part  of  value  were  on 
house,  not  land,  it  would  be  dismissed  as  non-agri- 
cultural,  16608.— Principle  should  not  be  extended  to 
big  towns,  16608. — Few  vendors  thought  that  there 
was  a prosperous  future  for  little  towns,  so  it  was 
important  to  facilitate  purchase  and  sale,  16609. 

Meaning  aot  suggested  extenson  of  term 
“Congested  Districts.” 

Statutes  in  earlier  legislation  had  not  attempted 
any  economic  discrimination  ; establishment  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  was  first  attempt  made  by 
legislative  enactment  to  discriminate  'between  im- 
poverished occupiers  and  those  who  had  economic 
holdings;  “congested”  had  acquired  special  mean- 
ing m Ireland,  namely,  population  living  on  hold- 
ings insufficient  to  support  ,a  family  ; Act  of  1891  de- 
fined congested  district  as  electoral  division  in  which 
rateable  value  was  less  than  thirty  shillings  per 
head ; this  definition  was  arbitrary,  and  excluded 
many  districts  where  people  were  crowded  on  in- 
sufficient holdings,  as  problem  was  one  of  condition, 
not  of  locality ; seaboard  from  Cork  to  Donegal  had 
excessive  population  on  bad  land,  and  had  come  to 
be  regarded  as  true  region  of  agricultural  poverty, 
but  same  problem  existed  in  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
and  no  hard  and  fast  line  should  be  drawn ; whole 
agricultural  uneconomic  population  should  be  dealt 
with  at  discretion  of  administration;  legislation 
should  be  carried  out  to  that  egect.  16628.— Lord 
Lieutenant’s  power  to  include  or  exclude  a district 
was  limited  by  proviso,  “within  one  year  from 
A$*’”  whidh  w<?rds  s^Id  be  repealed, 
16629,  16638-9.— Reason  for  this  limitation  was  not 
given  in  Act.  but  if  those  words  were  omitted  dis- 
tocts  above  the  thirty  shillings  limit  could  be  in- 
cluded .16630-2. -House  of  Commons  was  -body  re- 
Mr-  Balfour  had 
drafted  the  Act,  16633-4.— Even  if  words  in  Section 
- were.  omitted  small  groups  of  uneconomic  hold- 
ings might  be  excluded,  16635-40. -Definition  in 
Section  6 of  Act  of  1903  might  be  more  ap- 
pkc&bie  to  group  of  small  holdings,  16641-2.— 
When  limitation  of  congested  districts  was  got 

11*  °f  J h£T1a-W0Uld  bw  P°wer  t0  d^l  with 

gro.uP®  of  holdings  as  congested  estates,  16643. 

Anything  could  be  declared,  an  estate,  16644 
-Many  townlands  in  scheduled  electoral  districts 
needed  no  special  attention.  16645.— Witness  favoured 
townland  as  unit  for  scheduling  instead  of  electoral 
^vision,  16647  —This  would  not  afiect  Estates  Com- 
missioners as  they  dealt  with  estates,  16648.— Con- 

'S'd,aistIic;.!  cmli  be  deaIt  »= 

secll0n  6 of  Act  of  1891, 

B B t0  sm“11  "“ome  °f  Congested  District 

.1“  ,n3-  -uct  disP°siti»c  to  schedule 
t don,1  electoral  divisions,  16657.— Framers  of  Art 
2 L““  whether  a,hii“^tt,n 

W0^d  mclnde  all  districts  that  required 
S1  treatment,  so  they  gave  opportunity  for  re- 

useless,  ‘l(5659.Wer  ™ “ limited  “ P»ctioa% 

Powers  of  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Congested  Districts  Board  was  founded  in  1891 
under  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  it  had  power 

&c  to  Sif^devi  emigratt,°n’  t0  sel1  seed  Potatoes, 
hSdinS.  k i deveI°Plng  industries,  also  to  enlarge 
oidi^ngs  but  thm  power  was  so  circumscribed  Is  ' 
to  be  useless,  initial  income  was  £41 250  ner 

SKS  B'oarSlobS„ht‘ine|  S , 

wS'”  P«“b?»  «™ostaS”tot  tte»  ‘ 

to 

; 

creased  Board’s  facilities  for  purchksTof  1 

increased  annual  income  by  £20,000,  16659.  * | 
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Estates  Commissioners^Powers  under  Act  of 

Under  Act  of  1903  Estates  Commissioners  mj„u 
deal  with  congestion  in  two  ways-m 
might  buy  au  estate  and  divide  untenanted  S 
among  uneconomic  holders,  expending  money  ont  J 
Reserve  Fund  oi  £250,000 ; (2)  they  S l 
property  a ; “congested  estate,”  losing  10  per  S? 
on  purchase  money  though  this  provision  had 
properly  been  established  after  three  years’  worki^ 
Reserve  Fund  was  also  used  for  re-instalment 
evicted  tenants,  so  that  much  could  not  be 
way  of  free  gift  for  improvement  of  holdings,  16659^ 

Reserve  Fund. 

A2<rfCTieani””h»fC,lm“1“ted  ™d<i'  provisions  of  Lni 
S,!™ ’ ™ “7“  required,  under  Aet  of 

1803  this  was  transferred  to  Estates  Commissioners 
°f  est‘,tes  P““liaeed  under  a" 
16660,  1666S.— It  was  part  of  Exchequer  contribution 
to  Guarantee  Fund,  16S63.-And  was  intended  to  ™ft 

“ A1  °/  ^ b“‘  ™ »»«  SS 

16664  -Chief  use  of  funds  was  to  Snance  eticfed 
tenants  as  it  was  useless  restoring  them  to  the  laS 
without  stock,  houses,  &c.,  advances  were  also  made- 
for  dramago  schemes  &c. , 16667.— Both  grants  and 
advances  were  made,  advanas  being  repaidV  tenants 

166S?IVRI'm'd'  S“ki°f  ‘f  .s’ail8ble  »>e  aga4 
r*8d  from  sAow. 

iccrvfn  through  accumulation  of  interest 

16671-4.— Free  grants  for  houses,  drainage,  &c  were 
given  out  of  Reserve  Fund,  17029,  17033-4.—  Estates 
S®7*?ers  had  not  P°wer  of  Congested  Districts- 
.Board  to  lose  any  percentage  on  re-sale  170PQ* 
Though  Act  of  1903  had  made  provision  for  loss,  but 
meaning  of  provision  had  not  yet  been  settled,  17030.— 
Congested  Districts  Board  was  not  bound  by  any  parti- 
cular percentage  of  loss,  17032.— Two  classes  of  pay- 
ments were  made  out  of  Reserve  Fund,  free  grahte 
winch  were  not  recoverable,  and  advances  rep av ablk 
by  a 5b  per  cent,  annuity,  17045-9.— Money  expended, 
on  farm  drainage  was  generally  recovered,  17050. 

Problem  of  Congestion— Means  of  Relief. 

In  Connaught  out  of  109,000  agricultural  holdings, 
more  than  83,000  were  valued  at  or  under  £10,  one- 
hall  of  these  at  or  under  £4,  about  11,000  were 
valued  between  £10  and  £15,  nearly  60,000  holdings 
were  under  fifteen  acres,  so  that  either  by  area  or 
value  test,  large  proportion  of  holdings  were  very 
small;  if  economic  holding  was  taken  as  one  able  to- 
support  a family  in  reasonable  comfort  without  out- 
si  ©help,  it  would  rule  out  those  on  which  occupiers- 
exirt  by  aid  of  external  agencies  such  as  (1)  labour 
m England  or  at  some  industry ; (2)  money  sent  from 
relatives  in  America,  it  would  also  exclude  those- 
livmg  below  standard  of  decency ; holdings  of  capital 
Ial^fi0Vrom  to  £500,  i.e.,  valuation  of  £11  7s. 
to  £16  5s.  might  generally  be  regarded  as  economic ; 
SJ"*®,  7r  enlargement  of  holdings  was  limited  in 
nest  oi  Ireland  m many  localities  increase  to  £10 
T 2S?  w utjn?®t  ,that  could  bs  expected,  16680, 
ifififi*;’  ?.uld:b6r ; afield  standard  could  be  raised, 
ioooo.  If  operations  were  extended  to  whole  of  Ire- 
land  more  land  would  be  available,  16682.— It  was 
tJlat  oecupiere  of  farms  valued  at  £6  and  up- 

17s  fseldom  starved  in  the  Famine  period,  and' 
__ nJ}_  ' arms  might  now  be  expected  to  yield  larger 
§•10+’  ofc  ?le  bods  °f  agriculture  had  improved ; 

, t0  * .5  Land  Act  annuity  might  be  assumed  to- 
onomic  standard  ; below  that,  problem  of  con- 
gestion had  to  be  faced,  so  problem  was  to  enlarge 
uneconomic  holdings  or  to  create  new  holdings  on 
land  and  migrate  people  to  them  from 
congested  areas;  if  community  had  other  means  of 
^king,  it  was  wiser  to  assist  in 
16686  yment  °*  tboS0  tban  to  migrate  the  people, 

Migratory  Labour. 

No  objection  to  migratory  labour  if  carried  on- 
under  proper  conditions,  16689.— If  a man  had  an 
economic  farm  it  was  better  for  him  to  stick  to  it.  but 
it  not  there  were  advantages  in  the  man  earning 
good  wages  in  England  or  Scotland  and  returning  at 
nd  of  season,  while  his  wife  and  family  lived  in 
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healthy  conditions  in  Ireland,  instead  of  in  English 
slums,  16691-2. — Witness  did  not  think  that  such 
employment  would  fall  off,  as  many  went  to  labour 
in  towns  of  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland,  as  well  as 
in  the  country,  16693. — They  might  be  away  four  or 
five  montlis,  16691. — Boys  and  girls  went  from  Achill 
to  Scotland  for  weeding  turnips,  &c.,  16697-8. — Lady 
Aberdeen  had  investigated  condition  of  girls  and  had 
found  nothing  objectionable  in  conditions  of  employ- 
ment, 16698. — Where  economic  employment  could  not 
be  found  in  Ireland  migration  should  not  be  stopped, 
16699-16700. — If  inducements  could  be  given  for  them 
to  stay  at  home  they  should  be  given,  16701. — Much 
land  on  West  Coast  of  Ireland  was  so  unproductive 
that  adding  to  holding  did  not  improve  position  of 
occupier,  so  outside  industries  had  to  be  resorted  to, 
16723-5. — If  industries  were  not  developed  to  the  full, 
West  Coast  of  Ireland  would  gradually  become  de- 
serted, 16726-9. — So  that  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  develop  them,  16732-16754. — There  was  an  increas- 
ing demand  for  migratory  labour,  16803-5. — Migratory 
labourers  went  to  both  agricultural  work  and  work  in 
towns  of  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland,  17114-6. — It 
was  good  for  wives  and  families  to  live  in  pure  air  in 
West  of  Ireland,  and  land  attached  to  houses  was  im- 
portant as  an  aid  to  living,  help  could  be  given  to 
improve  dwellings,  17117. 


Fishing. 

If  fishing  could  be  developed  so  as  to  compete  with 
boats  from  other  countries,  certain  proportion  of 
population  ought  to  be  privided  for  on  West  Coast, 
16702-16706. — 'Fishing  industry  ought  to  be  as  capable 
of  development  on  the  West  Coast  as  on  the  East,  and 
it  should  give  employment  to  considerable  numbers, 
16779. 


Industries  other  than  Fishing. 

Other  industries  could  be  developed,  16708. — Such 
as  kelp,  though  that  would  maintain  but  few,  16710. — 
Agriculture  was  not  only  industry  that  took  people  to 
England,  they  went  to  coalmines,  railway  and  road  con- 
tracts, &c.,  they  were  not  absent  from  home  longer 
than  fishermen  who  followed  fish  round  the  coast 
were,  16733-40. — It  was  important  to  keep  people  of 
West  of  Ireland  living  in  the  West,  and  this  could 
only  be  done  by  developing  industries,  16741. — 
Migratory  labour  enabled  people  to  live,  and  it 
quickened  intelligence  of  men  who  migrated,  16742. — 
It  was  merely  another  form  of  what  was  happening 
to  all  classes  in  the  United  Kingdom,  youngsters 
had  to  migrate  to  make  a living,  16743-4.— Should 
employment  in  England  fail,  Canada  would  need 
labourers,  but  communication  would  need  to  be  im- 
proved before  people  could  be  migrated  so  far  as  West 
•of  Canada,  16746-7. — Some  young  women  now  went 
to  Canada  or  United  States,  and  after  saving  money 
came  home  for  three  months  and  then  returned, 
16748. — If  people  were  migrated  from  district  where 
Irish  only  was  spoken  to  one  where  English  only  was 
•spoken  there  would  be  great  difficulty,  16751-2. 


Migration. 

Migration  would  have  to  be  resorted  to,  but  it  was 
a slow  process,  and  while  going  on  with  it  as  quickly 
as  possible,  industries  should  be  developed, '16710-11. — 
Those  who  depended  solely  on  small  unproductive 
farms  should  be  dealt  with  first  in  migration  schemes, 
leaving  those  who  had  other  industries,  and  only 
migrating  them  if  nothing  could  be  made  of  their 
industries,  16712. — Objection  was  that  that  eventually 
necessitated  giving  coast  people  the  longest  moves, 
+ ii7rUt  PeoPle  bought  that  if  they  had  to  move 
at  all  it  would  be  quite  as  easy  to  move  forty  miles 
t,Tnt3,> , 3-6714-5. — People  from  very  bad  lands 
should  not  be  moved  to  the  best  lands,  as  they  were 
the  most  inexperienced  farmers,  16716.— Big  occupiers 
should  be  moved  to  the  best  lands  of  Meath  or  other 
parts  of  Leinster,  while  their  land  was  divided  up 
amongst  the  more  inexperienced,  16717-8.— There 
■should  be  no  discrimination  against  any  class, 
8l}0U!d  ^eide?lt  with  as  the7  most  needed  it, 
PeoPl0  first  to  be  provided,  then  those  from  a 
greater  distance  if  untenanted  land  were  available, 
out  when  all  was  done  there  would  probably  be  a 


residue  unprovided  for,  especially  west  of  the 
Shannon,  16719. — If  there  was  migration  to  a dis- 
tance people  would  have  to  be  looked  after  for  some 
years,  16720. — If  people  were  wishful  to  migrate  they 
should  be  given  opportunity  to  do  so,  16782,  16785. — 
There  seemed  to  be  no  difficulty  if  land  were  available, 
16784. — Nobody  should  be  excluded  from  chance  of 
migration  if  materials  were  there,  16786. — Situation 
was  this : In  congested  districts  where  there  were  no 
industries,  migration  should  be  encouraged,  but  if  there 
were  industries  people  should  be  encouraged  to  remain, 
though  applications  for  migration  should  not  be  re- 
fused, 16787. — Fishing  and  migratory  labour  ought  to 
support  a large  number  of  people,  16788. — And  if 
industries  could  support  people  they  ought  to  be  left, 
not  migrated,  16789. — If  it  were  proved  that  all  in- 
dustries had  failed,  people  must  be  dealt  with  in  an- 
other way,  16790. — People  in  the  interior  on  un- 
economic holdings  who  had  no  other  means  of  liveli- 
hood should  be  supplied  with  land  first,  16791. — If 
these  were  all  supplied,  and  land  was  still  avail- 
able, recruiting  should  be  begun  among  those 
who  were  not  succeeding  with  industries,  16792. 
— Volunteers  from  the  coast  should  have  same 
facilities  for  getting  good  land  as  those  living 
inland,  16793-4. — No  distinction  should  be  made 
between  those  living  on  seaboard  and  those  living 
inland  if  both  depended  entirely  on  the  land, 
16796-8. — Mr.  Finucane’s  scheme  of  getting  larger 
men  to  migrate,  and  thus  leaving  land  for  enlarge- 
ment of  uneconomic  holdings  was  the  right  policy, 
16799,  16800. — They  could  give  greater  return  for 
inducements  than  small  men,  16801. — They  should  be 
offered  fair  inducement  to  go,  16802. 

Remedies  for  Congestion  in  such  a Parish  as 
Gweedore. 

In  parishes  such  as  Gweedore  people  lived  by  in- 
dustries more  than  by  land  ; therefore  it  was  not  so 
needful  to  migrate  them  as  to  improve  their  present 
position,  and  outlay  would  probably  be  less,  16755-59. 
— Stability  of  fishing,  kelp-making,  and  migratory 
labour  was  as  great  as  in  ordinary  agriculture, 
16760-1. — Physically  men  of  West  Coast  of  Ireland 
were  as  fine  as  any  in  the  British  Isles,  16762. — 
Mentally  they  were  superior  to  inland  people,  16763. 
— Still  witness  would  encourage  migration  from  those 
districts  to  Meath  or  Westmeath,  16764. — Leaving 
only  those  who  could  be  fairly  employed  in  these  in- 
dustries, 16765. — If  migration  were  undertaken  there 
should  be  certainty  of  improvement  of  prospects, 
16766. — Industries  in  congested  districts  had  been 
established  for  fifteen  years,  16773. — Witness  was  not 
prepared  to  say  how  successful  they  had  -been,  as 
he  had  no  actual  knowledge  of  them,  Commission 
had  visited  them,  and  ought  to  know  themselves, 
16774-8. 

Uneconomic  holdings  could  only  be  made  economic 
by  (1)  enlargement  of  existing  small  holdings  ; ( 2 ) 
transfer  of  occupiers  to  other  holdings  of  sufficient 
size  ; un ten  anted  land  could  be  purchased  voluntarily 
in  the  neighbourhood,  or  some  form  of  compulsion 
must  be  adopted  if  that  failed ; success  of  migration 
depended  on  (a)  voluntary  transfer  of  occupiers  of 
uneconomic  holdings ; (b)  where  that  failed  and  re- 
moval was  necessary  on  the  granting  of  compulsory 
powers  for  dealing  with  obstnictive  persons  ; when 
all  suitable  land  had  been  utilised  other  methods  of 
dealing  with  residue  of  congested  occupiers  must  be 
devised,  16805. 

Acquisition  of  Untenanted  Grass  Lands. 

Acquisition  of  suitable  untenanted  land  on  satis- 
factory terms  was  very  difficult ; owners  preferred  to 
let  as  grazing  land  as  that  was  less  trouble,  but  as 
result  of  recent  agitation  graziers  had  become  un- 
popular, and  landlords  had  been  more  inclined  to 
sell  through  Estates  Commissioners,  with  most  bene- 
ficial results  to  uneconomic  holders  ; some  owners  had 
broken  up  grass  lands  into  suitable  holdings  and 
obtained  fines  for  tenant-right  by  public  auction  or 
private  agreement,  intending  afterwards  to  sell  under 
Land  Act- ; this  was  objectionable  method,  as  it  en- 
couraged bidding  out  of  proportion  to  value,  and  land 
got  into  wrong  hands ; Estates  Commissioners  had 
refused  to  declare  lands  so  dealt  with  " estate*  for 
purposes  of  Land  Acts,  16805. 
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Price  to  be  paid  eoe  Geass  Lands. 

Estates  Commissioners  were  always  ready  to  make 
estimate  of  price  of  land  when  asked  to  purchase, 
16805,  16806a. — Fact  that  landlord  might  break  up 
estate  and  throw  it  upon  the  market  was  not  taken 
into  consideration  by  Commissioners  when  valuing, 
16807. — As  they  could  only  offer  price  that  bore  rela- 
tion to  value  of  land  and  price  at  which  they  could 
re-sell,  16808. — It  would  be  contravening  spirit  of 
Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903  if  they  acted  otherwise, 
16810,  16813. — “Fines  for  tenant-right”  were  not 
merely  an  offer  of  higher  rent,  but  of  a lump  sum 
besides  the  rent,  16814-5. — Difficulty  of  letting  land 
for  grazing  was  due  to  two  causes : — (1)  unprofitable 
season  for  graziers ; (2)  growing  unpopularity  of 
grass  land  system  ; attempts  at  private  sale  were  not 
generally  successful ; on  Clanmorris  Estate  this  had 
been  tried,  but  owner  had  eventually  to  ask  Estates 
Commissioners  to  buy  estate ; smaller  holders  on  es- 
tates refused  to  buy  unless  grass  lands  were  divided 
among  them ; difficulties  of  settling  price  were  many, 
but  Commissioners  had  been  obliged  to  settle  price 
that  they  could  get  back  on  re-sale  to  tenants,  16815. 
— Rent  that  was  obtained  from  grazing  lettings  was 
not  a basis  of  fair  rent  for  permanent  tenant,  16816-7. 
— Permanent  value  was  estimated  on  what  would  be 
fair  rent  if  occupied  by  a tenant;  in  grazier’s  case 
rent  and  taxes  were  paid  by  owner,  16820,  16822. — 
Purchase  by  Estates  Commissioners  must  be  on  a 
basis  that  would  enable  them  to  re-sell  to  tenants,  who 
could  only  repay  in  sixty-eight  years,  16824-5. 
— Grazing  rent  was  fixed  from  year  to  year,  but 
occupying  tenant  had  not  merely  one  year  to  pay,  but 
many,  16829. — Argument  that  rents  had  been  the  same 
for  a number  of  years  would  not  do,  as  even  at  end 
of  long  period  rents  might  be  reduced  if  prices  fell, 
16830. — Basis  and  principles  of  valuation  had  not 
been  clearly  laid  down,  16831-2. — Rents  for  grazing 
lands  depended  on  competition,  16833. — If  Canadian 
cattle  were  allowed  free  importation  rents  would  come 
down,  16836. — 24,000  acres  of  grazing  land  had  been 
bought  by  Commission  and  they  had  agreed  to  pur- 
chase another  15,000,  16838.— All  this  was  volun- 
tarily purchased,  16839.— About  thirty-five  landlords 
were  concerned  in  sale  of  these  40,000  acres,  16848. — 
These  landlords  were  not  particularly  embarrassed, 
16850-1.— Prices  were  based  on  fair  rents  and  land- 
lords were  willing  to  accept  them,  16842.— Land  de- 
teriorated when  grazed  too  long,  16844.— Witness  had 
prepared  memorandum  showing  how  holdings  would 
be  affected  by  free  import  of  foreign  cattle ; grazing 
rents  were  not  true  value ; fair  rent  basis  was  more 
satisfactory ; re-sale  of  estates  at  price  which  would 
secure  the  State  necessitates  a price  which  made  it 
difficult  to  bring  about  a sale  ; some  means  of  bridging 
gap  between  purchase  and  sale  price  was  desirable; 
re-arrangement  of  bonus  might  attain  result ; where 
T i J v , ?th  Ranted  and  untenanted  land  both 
should  be  sold  under  section  6,  16846. 


Compulsory  Powees. 

Compulsory  purchase  should  be  resorted  to  (11  to 
enable  un tenanted  land  to  be  obtained  to  relieve  con- 
gestion ; (2)  to  acquire  rest  of  uneconomic  holdings 
which  needed  re-distribution,  16846.— It  would  be  ne- 
S7  V1  S°me  cases,  where  land  was  badly  wanted, 
CaStthey  ]2ad  offered  to  W an  estate 
le%ra  Purchase  of  estimated  fair  rent,  but 
ad  ,uefused  to  sel1  under  veiy  much  higher 
—Landlord  W6re  PrePared  to  give,  16855,  16858. 
from  ?Tlyr.g7en  Present  income  derived 

16934  S T d’  he  ,had  not  asked  a definite  price, 
16934-5.— Land  was  almost  untenanted,  there  were 
onlj  a very  few  small  holdings,  16936-9.— In  another 

16859Sr-TLPtMrS^  madG  loss  « 

them,  16863-4.  ' ‘ ”“"“7  to  We 


Principles  eoe  fixing  Peice  in  event  op  Com- 
pulsory Purchase. — Tribunal  to  fix  Price" 
etc.  ' 

Basis  of  prices  must  be  value  that  in  a series  of 
years  would  return  owner  his  present  net  income  in 
an  investment  of  similar  character  as  regards  se- 
curity, 16866-7. — Differences  of  opinion  would  arise 
concerning  stability  of  security,  but  there  must  be 
tribunal  to  decide,  16868. — Such  tribunal  would  need 
to  have  confidence  of  both  sides,  16869. — And  could 
be  found,  16872. — Witness  thought  Estates  Commis- 
sioners had  confidence  of  both  sides,  16874. — But  any 
tribunal  must  largely  depend  on  its  personnel  for 
public  confidence,  16875-6. — Personnel  depended  on 
political  party  in  power,  16877.— All  such  appoint- 
ments were  subject  to  criticism,  even  Judges 
of  the  High  Court  did  not  escape,  they  were 
sometimes  accused  of  partiality,  16879-82. — Any  tri- 
bunal, however  fair  and  just  it  tried  to  be,  would  be 
certain  to  be  attacked  by  someone,  it  would  have  to- 
work  its  way  into  public  confidence,  16883-5. — Prin- 
ciples on  which  tribunal  should  proceed  should  be 
laid  down,  but  difficulty  always  came  in  the  appli- 
cation of  them,  16886. — It  was  possible  to  draw  up  a 
scale  that  would  show  relation  of  securities  offered  to 
properties  sold,  16887-8. — System  of  fixing  prices  would 
develop  ; schedule  could  be  made  classifying  holdings 
and  estates,  with  investments  to  correspond  ; it  might 
seem  complicated  at  first,  but  it  would  simplify 
matters  really,  16890. — If  landlord  refused  to  sell 
compulsion  should  be  applied,  inspectors  should  re- 
port what  category  it  belonged  to,  and  tribunal  should 
ratify,  16891. — If  landlord’s  present  security  was  in 
one  class  care  should  be  taken  not  to  put  him  in 
another,  16893. — Probable  return  should  be  calculated 
and  income  estimated,  and  then  calculation  as  to 
quality  of  investment  should  be  made,  16894.— Proba- 
bilities of  future  were  taken  into  consideration  in  fixing 
fair  rents  and  would  have  to  be  considered  in  fixing 
prices  of  estates,  16895.— Tribunal  established  would 
lay  down  its  own  opinion  of  true  value  of  land  and 
landlord  would  have  to  take  price  given  him,  16896. — 
Calculation  should  be  fixed  on  what  tenants  may,  with 
security,  pay  in  the  future,  16897. — In  any  industry 
calculation  ahead  must  be  made ; in  agriculture  in 
Ireland  land  was  being  purchased  by  public  money 
which  would  not  be  repaid  until  end  of  sixty-eight 
years,  16899. — Competent  persons  must  be  employed 
to  calculate,  16900. — To  sum  up,  tribunal  set  up  must 
work  itself  into  popular  confidence  and  be  judged  by 
results,  and  price  given  to  landlord  must  be  based  on 
?2v«1r?r  ^ich  tenant  may  pay  for  sixty-eight  years, 
t • l Land  Commission  might  be  formed  into  a body 
which  could  assess  price  of  landlord’s  interest  as  well 
as  price  of  tenant’s,  16920-16924,  16929-30.— They 
should  exercise  power  under  judicial  tenure  and  free 
from  review  of  their  actions  by  Parliament,  16925-6.— 
Appeal  could  be  made  to  Supreme  Court  on  legal  ques- 
tions, not  on  question  of  value,  16927-8.— In  fixing- 
prices  under  compulsory  powers,  pessimistic  contin- 
gencies, such  as  removal  of  restrictions  on  import  of 
Canadian  cattle,  had  to  be  considered,  16943-5. — But 
there  were  in  some  cases  conditions  to  raise  value  of 
land;  inspector’s  reports  had  to  show  difference  be- 
tween estimate  of  security  and  estimate  of  price ; in 
considering  security  for  advance  value  of  holding  as  it 
stood  counted,  while  for  price  vendor’s  interest  in  the 
holding  was  basis  to  go  on,  and  interest  which  vendor 
was  selling,  length  of  time  over  which  annuity  would- 
be  payable ; prospects  of  agricultural  changes,  etc., 
had  to  be  considered,  security  would  be  modified  by 
nature  of  holding,  situation  as  regards  markets, 
chances  of  productive  powers  and  earnings,  accumu- 
lation of  arrears,  etc.,  16945.— Values  would  be  raised 
J?  I50i1fy , °^  preference  were  adopted,  but  witness- 
1 lought  that  possibility  of  opening  ports  to  Canadian 
cattle  was  greater  than  possibility  of  adoption  of  pre- 
ference, 16948-51. — Expert  tribunal  holding  under  ju- 
dicial tenure  was  necessary,  16953.— Estates  Commis- 
sion as  now  constituted  would  fulfil  conditions  if  they 
got  necessary  tenure,  16954-5.— If  landlord  sold  under 
compulsion,  price  to  be  paid  to  him  would  not  be 
market  value,  but  sum  which,  if  invested  at  certain 
rate,  would  give  him  return  of  present  income,  16958. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  market  value  for  owner- 
s ip  m fee,  16959. — No  guarantee  could  be  made  to* 
purchaser  that  land  would  give  a certain  return  on 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  III. 


145 


BAILEY,  Me.  Commissioner — continued. 

purchase  money,  but  landlord  would  be  secure  against 
loss  16962-16968. — In  Ireland  conditions  which  go- 
verned market  value  in  other  countries  were  not  pre- 
sent so  it  was  impossible  to  fix  it,  16970. — Lump 
sum' of  money  calculated  at  certain  interest  was  paid 
to  landlord,  who  might  do  what  he  liked  with  it;  one 
vendor  had  invested  proceeds  of  his  sale  in  Japanese 
Bonds,  16972-4. — If  changes  continued  which  reduced 
landlord’s  interest  in  holding,  he  would  do  well  to  get 
out  under  present  conditions ; twenty  years  ago  he 
would  have  done  better,  16975. — By  getting  out  now 
he  would  be  relieved  from  risk  of  further  Land  Acts, 
16977. — Finding  tribunal  to  fix  prices  of  land  taken 
compulsorily  was  not  so  difficult,  France  and  Ger- 
many had  had  to  appoint  such  tribunals,  16978. — 
Section  of  Act  of  1903  fixed  compulsorily  price  tenant 
must  pay  for  landlord’s  interest  in  holding,  16981. — 
In  both  Acts  of  1881  and  1903  there  were  instances  of 
compulsion  on  tenant  as  to  prices  he  must  take  for 
tenant-right  and  pay  for  landlord  right,  16982. — So 
that  tribunal  was  in  existence  to  compel  tenants, 
16983. — And  tribunal  should  be  in  existence  to  compel 
landlords,  16984. — Estates  Commissioners  might  have 
these  powers,  16987. — Mr.  Doran  had  suggested  I, and 
Commission  as  tribunal  to  fix  price  of  land  compul- 
sorily taken,  16988. — In  practice,  though  not  in  law, 
tenant  had  advantage  over  landlord  when  compulsion 
was  applied,  as  tenant  could  sell  his  interest,  if  he 
were  in  a one-fourth  minority  and  did  not  want  to 
buy,  but  were  compelled  to,  but  landlord  could  not 
escape  from  compulsion,  though  in  law  he  had  same 
right  as  tenant,  because  there  was  no  market  for  his 
estate,  16992-17004. — In  practice  it  might  be  just  as 
difficult  for  tenant  to  sell  his  right,  17005-6. — Tenant 
was  put  under  an  annuity  below  his  rent,  he  started 
with  reduced  rent,  while  landlord  started  with  re- 
duced income,  17006-9. — There  would  really  be  no 
difference  between  price  of  tenant’s  property  before  or 
after  it  was  vested  in  him,  17007-8. — Where  price  of 
value  of  tenant’s  interest  was  fixed  tenant  could  not 
sell  interest,  but  was  bound  to  take  price  fixed  by 
Court,  17009. — Estates  Commissioners  could  have  both 
judicial  tenure  and  administrative  functions,  as  judi- 
cial tenure  would  not  affect  their  work ; Land  Com- 
mission occupied  both  positions,  17011-2. — If  Estates 
Commissioners  were  judges  of  compulsion  where  land- 
lord would  not  sell  they  would  be  in  position  of  being 
judges  in  cases  in  which  they  themselves  wanted  to 
buy  land  as  cheaply  as  they  could  re-sell,  17014. — 
There  would  be  an  appeal  from  decision  of  Estates 
Commissioners,  17015. — Having  price  fixed  by  tribu- 
nal in  review  of  another  was  different  from  having 
it  fixed  by  that  tribunal  without  appeal,  17016. 
—Witness  thought  such  tribunal  would  give  satis- 
faction in  Ireland,  17017. — Price  offered  in  case 
of  estate  before  mentioned  was  twenty-seven  years’ 
purchase  of  estimated  fair  rent,  17018-20.— Certain 
proportion  would  have  been  lost  on  re-sale,  17021-2. — 
Difference  between  purchase  price  and  sale  price  would 
be  guide  to  gap  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  bridge 
V7oo  “ s*;r’cfc  justice  to  both  sides  were  to  be  done, 
17024.—  Reason  why  Estates  Commissioners  should  fix 
value  in  first  instance  was  that  they  were  body  who 
were  obliged  to  re-sell  the  property  and  deal  with  case, 
another  tribunal  might  fix  too  high  a price,  17025. 


Compulsion  already  existed  in  Land  Code— Theri 

WAS  ONLY  THE  LAST  STEP  TO  BE  TAKEN. 

In  Deasy’s  Act  of  1860,  tenant  had  no  rights,  16903 
— fsince  then  there  had  been  gradual  legal  transfer  o: 
right  from  landlord  to  tenant,  16904-6.— In  congestec 
districts  progress  of  last  forty-five  years  was  insuffi 
oumt,  16907. — So  final  step,  extinction  of  landlord’: 
right  and  transfer  of  whole  of  it  to  tenant  had  to  b. 
taken,  16908 —Only  question  was  how  it  should  b: 
taken  with  due  Tegard  to  such  landlord’s  interests  a: 
finli  I"8”101?',  16911.— Formation  of  tribunal  to  tak< 
oiieLf i«ep ■. cSiJ  c,lnfid?nce  and  satisfaction  was  th< 
to  fi r e169p13i ~ ^andC°mm ission  had  been  formec 

an£  S ,an1’  1$914-TAs  wel1  as  ™lue  of  ten 
r!ml-c  - eS^  a?d  whe"  this  was  being  sold  Lane 
Commission  fixed  true  value,  16915. 

f °f  i8*1-  gave  three  F-’s— free  sale,  fixity  o! 

i ludlord  had  right  of  pre 

tofedoti  “"f  Pr“P°fd  ? "'11  hi»  kac 

notTJtW T ,“nd,“ri.^o1. in  return,  could  ,ery< 

uot, eo  that  ho  would  purchase  cither  bj  agreement  01 
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compulsorily ; tihen  matter  came  before  Land  Com- 
mission Court,  which  heard  evidence,  and  then  fixed 
price,  which  tenant  was  obliged  to  take,  16917-8. — 
Compulsory  fixation  of  price  was  precedent  for  com- 
pulsory purchase  of  rights  in  land,  16919. 

Redistribution  of  Lands — Local  opposition  to 

MIGRATION  AND  RELUCTANCE  TO  MIGRATE,  ETC. 

Two  difficulties  arose  about  distribution  of  land 
among  occupiers  of  uneconomic  holders — (1)  people  of 
neighbourhood  objected  to  importation  of  strangers  to 
share  in  distribution;  (2)  congested  occupiers  objected 
to  migration  to  another  district,  17027,  17035-6. — 
With  regard  to  (1)  local  “ congests”  should  have  first 
claim ; then  uneconomic  holders  from  a distance  should 
be  dealt  with ; if  land  still  remained  sons  of  local 
tenants  could  be  provided  with  land,  17037. — With 
regard  to  (2)  objection  was  generally  due  to  ignorance 
and  dislike  of  leaving  old  landmarks;  suggested  mi- 
grants must  be  tempted  with  properly  equipped 
farms;  best  method  was  to  migrate  in  groups,  as  that 
removed  sense  of  loneliness ; compulsory  powers  of 
dealing  with  unreasonable  occupiers  should  be 
strengthened,  17027. — Large  farmers  should,  if  pos- 
sible, migrate  alone,  but  smaller  ones  in  groups;  both 
systems  should  be  worked  side  by  side;  limit  of  £5 
in  section  2 of  Act  of  1903  should  be  altered  to  £10 ; 
principle  to  be  kept  in  view  in  allocating  untenanted 
lands  were — (1)  preference  to  tenants  of  uneconomic 
holdings  in  neighbourhood ; (2)  putting  migrants,  as 
far  as  possible,  on  land  which  could  be  treated  in 
manner  to  which  they  were  accustomed ; (3)  migration 
in  groups,  not  singly ; (4)  new  occupiers  to  be  made  as 
independent  as  possible,  as  that  reduced  annual  pay- 
ments ; some  monetary  assistance  was  necessary,  but 
erection  of  houses,  etc.,  should  be  left  to  occupiers; 
grants  should  be  made  for  roads  and  drainage,  which 
relieved  large  numbers  of  occupiers,  17028.— Policy  of 
giving  remaining  available  land  to  sons  of  tenants  in 
locality  should  not  be  announced,  as  it  would  hamper 
migration  and  lead  to  hostile  feeling,  17038-40.— But 
witness  did  not  think  words  of  Act  should  be  altered, 
17041-2. — Section  applied  to  land  not  in  congested 
area,  such  as  untenanted  land  in  Leinster,  where 
landlord  could  make  scheme  and  sell  to  whom  he 
pleased,  17043-4.— It  was  difficult  to  lay  down  hard 
and  fast  rules,  and  they  should  not  be  put  into  Acts 
of  Parliament,  as  in  practice  they  were  very  ham- 
pering, 17051.— If  people  were  migrated  from  a far- 
away district,  it  would  be  almost  necessary  to  erect 
ii7cSeS’  aS  ^Aere  wouM  be  nowhere  for  them  to  go, 
17053.— If  people  were  very  poor,  houses  should  be 
ready  before  migration  commenced,  17054.— Especially 
m such  districts  as  Connemara,  but  it  was  better 
generally  to  allow  people  to  erect  houses  themselves, 
with  assistance,  17055. — Amount  of  money  to  be  given 
varied ; inspector  estimated  and  Commissioners  used 
their  discretion,  17056.— From  1st  November,  1903,  to 
Mafrch’  1906,  advances,  repayable,  had  been 
£4,872,  free  grants  £9,122,  not  repayable,  but  there 
7ereno  figures  to  show  what  individual  tenants  spent, 
17057-8.— That  would  represent  outlay  on  material 
and  drainage,  etc.,  17059-60. — Compulsory  powers  of 
dealing  with  unreasonable  occupiers  were  provided  for 
in  one  of  Acts ; Congested  Districts  Board  Act  of  1901 
also  gave  power  of  coercing  such  if  they  stood  in  the 
way  of  a large  scheme,  17061-2. 

Danger  of  moving  Men  unskilled  in  Agriculture. 

In  considering  congestion,  it  was  necessary  to  dis- 
tinguish between  persons  who  could  be  dealt  with  by 
provision  of  land  and  those  who  could  not ; there  was 
not  enough  land  to  be  satisfactorily  divided  between 
everybody,  and  dwellers  on  rocky  holdings  of  West  of 
Ireland  were  ill  suited  for  agricultural  life  in  the 
interior,  17063-5,  17067. — Witness  did  not  know  of  an 
^n£nCVn  whlch  ,s?ch  migration  had  been  tried, 
1 (Uoo.— Farms  m interior  required  scientific  treat- 
ment those  on  west  coast  only  grew  a few  potatoes 
and  fed  a few  wild  cattle,  17068,-Men  of  best  intelli- 
gence  and  energy  from  coast  should  be  migrated  if 
willing  but  those  who  depended  on  fishing  should 
generally  remain,  17068a,  I7072.-People  witness  re- 
rf-rldJ°  Can\e  !rom  rocky  ^ands,  such  as  Inishkea, 
Imsboffin,  and  Arran,  17071.— Though  examples  were 
f"°W^°nfvoTCef^l  transfers  iTom  Inishkea  to  Castle- 
bar,  17072-4,  17081.— Witness  did  not  mean  that 
people  were  to  be  transferred  from  bad  land  to  bad 
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land,  but  not  to  the  best;  if  people  were  transferred 
from  Inishkea  to  Navan  result  might  be  disastrous, 
17075. — Inspectors  would  have  to  investigate  applica- 
tions of  those  who  wanted  holdings  in  a certain  area, 
as  was  done  by  Estates  Commissioners  now ; then  pre- 
pare scheme  for  proper  distribution  to  be  brought  before 
authorities;  if  discrimination  were  not  used  many 
schemes  would  not  be  successful,  17077-8. — Man  who 
had  got  certain  amount  of  knowledge  and  intelligence 
was  more  likely  to  succeed  than  ignorant  man,  17079. 
— Scotch  gardeners  did  well  in  England,  because  they 
had  practical  experience  of  raising  crops  on  bad  land 
in  Scotland,  but  fishermen  from  West  of  Ireland  had 
no  experience  of  agriculture,  17080.— To  transplant  a 
man  from  a rocky  coast  holding  to  one  in  East  Galway 
was  not  likely  to  be  a successful  experiment,  17082.— 
Experience  in  system  of  rotation  of  crops,  etc.,  was 
necessary,  as  that  was  best  system  of  working  and 
would  help  them  forward,  17083-4. 

Size  of  Holding  to  be  created  and  Standard  or 
Living  to  be  expected. 

Thirty-acre  farm  could  not  be  worked  without  horse 
labour,  17085. — So  that  a man  who  was  accustomed  to 
pick  among  rocks  would  probably  not  be  successful  on 
such,  17086. — Real  limit  of  an  economic  holding  was 
horse-power,  as  spade  work  only  was  generally  uneco- 
nomic, but  enormous  numbers  that  had  to  be  dealt 
tnA^nwnted  such  large  holdings  being  given  to  all, 
17087-9.— It  was  better  for  the  State  to  enlarge  hold- 
ings as  much  as  possible  than  do  nothing ; standard  of 
living  was  low  in  West  of  Ireland,  and  could  not  be 
compared  with  higher  standard  of  Wexford,  Down,  or 
trg1’  17°9°t-£„10  holdin£  was  not  sufficient  to 
keep  horse,  17093.— But  several  £10  men  often  com- 

hirpd  no*!  P°ne  h°r?-'  17?94— ,?r  horse  c°uld  be 
hiied,  17096.— Co-operation  of  small  farmers  was  the 

SL  5\!!097'rC  fi  uneconomic  holdings 
should  not  be  stereotyped  by  the  State,  but  a holding 
could  be  made  economic  where  standard  of  living  was 
low  though  it  would  not  be  economic  where 
mgher  standard  was  maintained,  17098-17100  — 
Where  farmers  co-operated  to  keep  horses  and 
171  m . standard  of  living  would  ba  improved, 
m,0Iiey  would-  not  cause  improve- 
ment, but  use  of  improved  methods,  agricultural 
co-operation,  help  of  friends,  etc.,  would,  17105.— It 
rs  to\ t0  mak,e  new  hidings  of  such  a size 
as  to  hold  out  inducement  to  every  member  of  a familv 
in  wfW  17106. — The  better  standard  of  Sffi 
m Wexford,  Down,  etc.,  was  not  dne  only  to  the  snr- 
vival  of  the  fittest,  but  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
better  material  to  work  on,  better  opportunity  and 
methods°^of  — Improved 

continue  m30  l^S?6  a”d  .®nhancement  would 

M?,  pF  “ -1 HE  € 

Sot'  phi  1 rnlai’T110*, 

FandP  In  q”/*16  landl  % ^ witIlout  considering  the 

should  be  facilitated  and  snmobLdeV!l0pe^  “Ration 
information  as  to  where  suitable  pa^mGnt  should  g"e 
in  England,  Wales  or  wo?]!  ^as  to  be  found 

culatel  through  the  Post  Offices'  17113.  n“ght  be  cir‘ 

&“CI  BM“»  Lams  on  Emannoi, 

of  sgri. 

emigration,  hut  that  po? it  tjull  i"  m.gr.tion  or 
tion  of  Ireland,  bringing  it  P»pula- 

country  could  maintain®;  f„t  tlZ  touS'SiTS  i*1"* 
residue  who  could  not  get  employ™?  JV*  I"'ge 
purely  agricultural  coujry  couh  ^MeLt™  h* 
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crease  its  population  as  industrial  one  could  17117 
Migration  and  emigration  must  still  go  on  unless 
dustnes  were  developed,  17119.— Large  iute 
had  been  established  in  middle  of  Ireland  eiviiw 
ployment  to  1,500  working  people,  and  suceeslful  jSnj 
trial  undertakings  might  be  established  in  dig.™ 
parts,  17121-2, — Net  manufacturing  was  prcsSS? 
17124  -Emigration  answered  very  well  forVyoS 
and  strong,  but  after  forty-five  years  of  ave  it  „ g 
difficult  for  a man  to  get  employment 
and  some  preferred  to  return  to  Ireland,  where  waves’ 
though  lower,  were  more  secure,  17125-6  — WiW 
hoped  that  standard  of  living  would  be ’raised  in 
Ireland,  but  there  would  always  be  some  members  of 
families  who  would  emigrate,  though  one  would  look 
forward  to  succeeding  his  father,  17127.  - 

Economic  effect  of  breaking  dp  Gras3  Lands. 

It  had  been  argued  that  policy  of  breaking  up  grass 
land  was  a mistake,  as  existence  of  graziers  was 
necessary  for  young  cattle,  but  farming  methods  might 
change;  if  small  holdings  were  enlarged  cattle  colli 
be  fattened  on  them  and  sold  direct  to  finisher  • Eng 
lish  fatteners  were  buying  young  cattle  and  finishing 
them  when  one  and  a-half  years  old;  buyers  were 
coming  and  shipping  young  stock  direct  to  Great 
Bntam ; another  argument  was  that  grazing  was  more 
profitable  than  small  holdings,  but  permanence  of 
grazing  rents  was  precarious,  as  bad  years,  opening  of 
ports  to  foreign  cattle,  or  earlier  fattening  would 
dimmish  grazing  rents;  grazing  rents  were  not  on  a 
par  with  34  per  cent,  investments ; to  make  migration 
a success,  consent  of  people  of  locality  should  be  ob- 
tained; where  caution  and  reasonableness  were  exer- 
cised there  was  little  trouble,  17133. 

Danger  of  excessive  Amalgamation  of  Holdings— 
Precautions  against  Excessive  Mortgaging. 
Irish  Land  Acts  guarded  against  sub-division,  sub- 
letting, and  excessive  mortgaging,  but  not  against  ex- 
cessive amalgamation;  it  was  undesirable  that  land 
purchased  bv  public  money  should  become  vested  in 
large  quantities  in  one  proprietor,  as  main  object 
should  be  distribution  among  as  many  families  as 
possible;  Closer  Settlement  Act  of  Victoria,  Australia, 
limited  value  of  separate  allotments  to  £1,500  on  pain 
of  forfeiture  and  fine  ; personal  residence  was  also 
S liTii  was  the  case  in  Small  Landholders 
bnwFf  F jBl  •’  Mhls  Prevented  speculators  getting 
f°ld  tlafd;  similar  provisions  should  be  considered 
in  any  future  Act,  17133.— Weaknesses  of  Irish  land 
’feFre  Purcdase  and  large  advances ; people  who 
were  not  farmers  at  all  could  acquire  land  and  let  it 
to  graziers,  17135-6. -Act  of  1903  should  be  modified  in 
respect  of  advances  17137.-A  condition  of  residence 
$iT™en\  ?omb,een  man  gobbling  up  small  hold- 
end  of  sixty -eight  years,  when  out- 
annuities  were  paid,  sub-division  and  amal- 
1.  ,a  .would  be  as  rife  as  ever  and  congestion 
rf^+ld  begla,  over  again,  17139-41,  17146-7.— To  pre- 
ww  w tbe  P"rcfiaser  should  be  given  not  free- 
5°,  °at._  an  interest  like  a perpetual  Scotch 

Excessive  amalgamation  should  be 
at  once  guarded  against,  17148.— Even  though 
mie  man  was  thrifty  and  another  was  not  thrifty, 
n should  _ spend  money  in  other  ways,  above 
i7iAocn1D  vAmit’  not  on  his  neighbour’s  land, 
49-50.  Definite  limit  should  be  put  upon  amal- 
gamation,  and  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  go 
or!  • v cthcrwise  thrifty  man  might  acquire  a 
countryside  17151-4.-Witness  thought  limits  of  ad- 
Act  of  1903  were  far  too  high,  17155.-A 
an  could  not  be  prevented  from  selling  his  holding, 
™ restriction^  must  be  placed  on  the  purchasers, 

‘ . .Consolidation  of  holdings  would  mean  re-crea- 
: f landlord  system  which  State  was  now  remov- 

.i!C:lOI,i-  proposed  in  Bill  of  1903  were  to 
p ei‘t  that>  y\57- — If  limit  were  fixed  at  sixty 
one  .c°uld  acquire  more,  17160.— Purchasing 
of  Tvfo  *1  WTd“?‘  be  free  agents  regarding  purchase 
If  K land  *hlle  annuities  were  running,  17161.- 
bail  vmt  were.  f°r  sale  anyone  might  bid  for  it  who 
hnl  v- x ed  amount  of  land;  State  would  not 
?i_rigllr.  of  Pre-emption,  17162-3.— Prevention  of 


beyond  ~Act  °f  1903  Prevented  mortgaging 
* s amount  of  annuity  17166.— But  that 
U+i™,  ! prevent  amalgamation,  17167,  17170.— Legis- 
was  required  fox  prevention  of  mortgaging  and 
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amalgamation,  17174. — Mortgaging  Clause  was  in 
Act,  but  only  to  end  of  period  of  repayment  of  an- 
nuity ; required  extension  would  have  been  secured' 
by  provision  that  property  should  only  be  sold  subject 
to  quit  rent,  but  it  was  thrown  out  by  wisdom  of 
legislators,  17175. — Provision  should  now  be  intro- 
duced, 17176. 

Cattle  trade — Class  of  animals  exported,  etc. 

Irish  cattle  might  be  divided  into  three  classes — 
those  used  (1)  for  dairying,  (2)  for  fattening,  (3)  for 
exporting  as  stores ; total  number  in  1901  was 
4,673,323;  milch  cows  were  about  one-third  of  total 
number;  fat  cattle  and  stores  were  important  from 
export  point  of  view ; export  of  stores  exceeded  that  of 
fat  cattle,  17177. — Export  Returns  did  not  classify  ac- 
cording to  age,  17178a. — About  half  total  exports  went 
to  Scotland,  three-fourths  of  that  being  stores;  this 
showed  that  Scotch  farmers  had  largely  given  up 
breeding  and  explained  high  percentage  of  tillage  in 
Scotland,  17179. — Some  cattle  were  finished  in  Meath, 
a fattening  county,  and  exported  as  fat;  others  were 
exported  as  stores  and  fattened  in  Scotland,  17180. — 
Either  Scotch  buyers  come  to  Irish  fairs  or  they  were 
exported  by  salesmen,  17182. — Cattle  were  exported  to 
Great  Britain  ready  for  the  butcher,  17185. — Grazing 
and  care  of  store  before  it  was  fat  was  intermediary 
stage  between  breeding  by  small  farmer  and  fattening, 
17187. — Trade  with  Scotland  had  grown  consider- 
ably of  recent  years,  17138. — As  result  of  large  sales 
to  Scotland  graziers  were  gradually  declining,  17189. 
— Fat  cattle  exported  from  Ireland  to  whole  of  Great 
Britain  in  1904  numbered  232,000,  while  stores 
amounted  to  470,000,  17190. 


Size  of  holdings  in  Ireland  and  classes  of  farms. 

In  1901  sixty-eight  per  cent,  of  all  farmers  above 
one  acre  held  under  thirty  acres ; Ulster  was  pre- 
eminently province  of  small  holdings,  four-fifths  of 
its  farms  were  under  thirty  acres ; Leinster  had  largest 
number  of  farms  exceeding  200  acres ; Munster  was 
province  of  middle-sized  holdings  ; Connaught  had  very 
large  and  very  small  holdings ; it  was  necessary  to  re- 
member this  when  discussing  import  of  foreign  store 
cattle ; witness  had  inquired  of  about  fifty  people  re- 
garding opening  of  ports  to  foreign  stores  and  would 
give  result  of  inquiries,  17192. — Same  inquiries  had 
not  been  made  about  breaking  up  grass  land  and 
abolishing  graziers,  though  that  was  an  equally  im- 
portant problem,  17193-4,  17210. — Inquiry  would  be  an 
easy  matter,  17195. — Lands  would  have  to  be  classi- 
fied ; free  importation  of  stores  would  affect  various 
classes  of  farmers  in  different  ways ; farms  might  be 
classified  as  (1)  small,  mixed  tillage  and  pasturage, 
chiefly  in  South  and  West;  (2)  large  dairy  farms  in 
Munster  and  parts  of  Leinster;  (3)  Ulster  tillage 
farms,  carrying  on  dairying  and  stall-feeding;  (4) 
grazing  farms,  mainly  in  Connaught,  carrying  store 
cattle;  (5)  large  grazing  farms,  chiefly  in  Leinster, 
17197.— There  were  two  classes  of  graziers,  store  and 
fattening,  17198. — There  were  large  areas  of  fattening 
lands  elsewhere  than  in  Leinster,  17202. — Good  land 
in  Golden  Vale,  in  Tipperary,  and  Limerick  was  used 
for  dairying  purposes  as  well  as  fattening,  17204. 


Effect  of  removing  restriction  on  importation  of 
foreign  stores. 

Class  1,  small  farmers,  were  most  important  from 
point  of  view  of  Land  Purchase ; present  restrictions 
on  importation  of  foreign  cattle  protected  this  class, 
and  it  would  be  most  seriously  affected  by  removal  of 
restrictions ; experts  were  of  opinion  that  losses  on 
sales  of  stores  would  amount  to  25  or  30  per  cent,  on 
present  sales,  and  result  would  be  general  inability  to 
pay  Land  Purchase  annuities ; if  green  crops  could  be 
substituted  profit  could  be  made,  but  that  would  ne- 
cessitate (1)  suitable  soil,  (2)  adequate  supply  of 
labour,  (3)  financing  all  outlays  for  at  least  a year 
7r,'on^Ut  cas^  coming  in,  which  very  few  could  do, 
17207,  17222. — Some  lands  in  Leinster  were  too  cold 
ij  P°0r  t0  pay  for  re8ular  tillage,  so  State  funds 
should  not  migrate  people  to  those  parts,  but  mixed 
land  might  be  given— some  suitable  for  tillage,  some 
not  easily  tilled,  17211-14.— Inquiry  as  to  nature  of 
untenanted  land  would  be  necessary  before  State  mi- 
gration was  carried  out,  17216— Untenanted  land  in 
centre  of  Ireland  which  it  was  proposed  to  acquire  was 


formerly  mostly  occupied  in  tillage,  17219. — 
As  tillage  was  profitable  mode  of  employing 
land,  17220 — those  who  arranged  migration  schemes 
should  see  that  people  were  put  on  proper 
land,  17221. — If  small  farms  of  South  and 

West  would  raise  green  crops  and  roots  -and  fatten 
some  of  their  cattle  to  sell  as  stores  they  would  not 
lose  so  much  eventually,  though  they  would  suffer  at 
first,  17222.  (2)  Dairy  farmers  of  Munster  would  be 
seriously  affected  by  opening  of  ports,  as  they  de- 
pended on  profits  from  sale  of  calves  to  make  rent  on 
annuities;  loss  was  estimated  at  from  20  to  25  per 
cent. ; an  Ulster  agriculturist  thought  that  dairy  far- 
mers who  bought  heifers  for  milk  purposes  would 
benefit  from  lower  price  of  stock,  but  if  calves  were 
sold  loss  would  be  serious,  as  large  profits  were  derived 
therefrom ; calves  were  sold  when  six  or  eight  months 
old  at  about  £5  a head,  which  money  paid  the  rent, 
if  price  were  reduced  profit  would  disappear,  17222 — 
farmers  who  sold  milk  to  towns  and  cities  instead  of 
making  butter  were  very  small  class,  17224. — One 
correspondent  thought  that  more  varied  method  of 
farming  and  stocking  would  be  a benefit,  17225. — Sheep 
had  paid  well  last  year,  17226.  (3)  Ulster  farmers 

were  of  opinion  that  they  would  be  most  seriously 
affected  by  removal  of  restrictions ; one  man  estimated 
that  loss  would  be  equal  to  Land  Purchase  annuities 
on  each  farm  purchased  under  Land  Acts;  Ulster  far- 
mers were  alarmed  at  prospect,  as  they  had  agreed  to 
prices  on  existing  basis  being  maintained,  17228. — In 
Ulster  small  occupiers  stall-fed  their  cattle,  and,  as 
consequence,  had  carrying  power  far  in  excess  of  land 
of  same  quality  in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  17229. — 
They  were  able  to  keep  more  cattle  than  if  farms  were 
under  grass,  17230.— There  was  a good  deal  of  finish  - 
ing.  by  stall-feeding  in  Ulster,  17231.— Farmers  grew 
their  own  food,  17232. — That  gave  a great  deal  of 
employment,  17233.  (4)  Connaught  graziers  would  be 
injuriously  affected  by  free  importation  of  stores,  for 
though  they  would  buy  young  cattle  cheaper,  they 
would  lose  on  re-sale  of  older  ones,  though  one  writer 
thought  that  there  would  be  neither  gain  nor  loss, 
17234. — Breeder  would  be  sufferer,  17235. — For  if  he 
tried  to  keep  up  price  grazier  would  buy  Canadian 
stores,  17235. — Canadian  cattle  would  only  be  im- 
ported when  fit  to  fatten,  17236. — Grazier  would  have 
to  buy  young  stores,  which  would  continue  dear ; 
older  ones  would  have  to  be  sold  cheaper  to  compete 
with  Canadians ; though  eventually  price  of  young 
stock  would  have  to  be  brought  down;  graziers  had 
already  suffered  of  late  years,  as  selling  price  had 
been  low  in  proportion  to  purchasing  price ; free  com- 
petition would  accentuate  disproportion,  17237-9— 
Graziers  had  refused  to  pay  same  rate  for  land  as 
was  paid  some  years  ago,  17241-3.  (5)  Large  graziers 
occupying  fattening  lands  in  Leinster  would  probably 
benefit  by  free  import  of  cattle,  as  they  had  now  to 
buy  in  protected  market  and  sell  in  open  market ; 
graziers  of  this  class  were  hardly  farmers;  they  sel- 
dom lived  on  land  and  gave  very  little  employment ; 
they  had  been  hardest  hit  of  recent  years  owing  to 
(1)  scarcity  of  store  cattle,  (2)  low  price  of  beef  owing 
to  importation  of  foreign  meat ; common  opinion  was 
that_  fattener  would  gain  20  per  cent,  while  store 
grazier  would  lose  that  amount;  imported  meat  com- 
petition was  increasing,  and  unless  price  of  store 
cattle  were  reduced,  profits  of  Irish  farmer  would 
80  fatteners  were  in  favour  of  free  competition, 
17244.— Large  number  of  store  cattle  were  exported  to 
Scotland,  etc.,  leaving  smaller  supply  available  at  pro- 
per price  at  home,  17246-7. — Shortage  in  supply  was 
accompanied  by  rise  in  prices,  17248a.— Scotch  buyers 
gave  more  for  Irish  stores  than  Irish  graziers,  17251-2, 
17254.— Scotch  or  English  farmers  found  it  better  to 
buy  direct  from  Ireland  themselves,  17253— Views  of 
cattle  salesmen  were  discussed  by  two  firms  with  whom 
witness  had  corresponded ; first  firm  held  that  impor- 
tation  of  foreign  cattle  would  injure  small  farmers  in 
all.  parts  of  Ireland;  large  dairy  farmers  would  be 
injured  through  calf-rearing;  Connaught  graziers 
would  also  be  injured,  but  not  those  of  Leinster, 
though  their  position  would  be  unsound  owing  to 
danger  of  sudden  stoppage  of  supplies ; Ireland  was 
capable  of  rearing  all  stores  required  tc  supply  home 
and  British  demands ; scarcity  of  recent  years  was  due 
*?  wan“  of  caPital  among  small  farmers ; these  men 
should  be  encouraged  and  assisted,  instead  of  depend- 
ing  on  Canada,  17254. — Other  firm  thought  that  free 
admission  of  cattle  would  be  a great  advantage,  as 
store  beast  cost  too  much  compared  with  fat  beast ; 
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breeder  might  be  injured,  but  in  a year  would  pro- 
bably find  his  level;  cause  of  difference  between  price 
of  live  cattle  and  beef  was  that  every  country  in  the 
world  was  competing  in  beef,  but  Ireland  was  prac- 
tically only  country  where  store  beasts  could  be  pur- 
chased; this  could  not  continue;  there  must  either  be 
free  trade  all  round  or  tax  on  finished  foreign  article  ; 
if  small  farmer  in  Ireland  could  fatten  his  own  cattle 
his  farm  and  position  would  be  much  improved,  as  he 
would  have  manure  to  improve  land,  and  he  would 
have  to  grow  crops,  17256-9. — Effect  of  free  admission 
of  store  cattle  would  be  to  reduce  price  of  young  cattle 
and  consequently  profits  of  dairy  farmers  who  breed, 
but  graziers  who  buy  to  fatten  would  profit,  17259.— 
Witness  used  term  “dairy  farmers”  in  reference  to 
those  who  bred  their  own  stock,  17261.— Pat  cattle 
were  subject  to  open  competition,  while  store  cattle 
were  sold  in  a protected  market,  hence  high  prices  of 
store  cattle  compared  with  fat,  17263.— Difference  was 
lost  by  finisher  and  forwarder,  17264.— Free  importa- 
tion would  not  reduce  price  of  meat,  but  it  would  of 
store  cattle,  17268-70. — Serious  consideration  was  effect 
of  free  importation  on  security  for  advances  under 
purchase  Acts ; if  purchase  prices  were  based  on  arti- 
ficial agricultural  conditions  there  was  serious  danger 
T,to  farmers  and  loss  to  ratepayers,  if  not  to 
the  State;  tenant  farmers  of  South  and  West  were 
saying  that  if  Government  allowed  them  to  purchase 
on  conditions  that  were  subsequently  altered  to  their 
disadvantage  State  must  give  corresponding  relief, 
rente  %nlThid  ni?fc  ,be  able1cto  Pay  their  annuities; 
wf  f be  levAsed  every  15  years,  but  there  was  no 
hope  of  change  after  purchase  for  nearly  70  years ; if 
tree  importation  were  to  come  it  would  be  better  for  it 
fore  Ce/?d  w3  settle  economic  conditions  be- 

J A ty  °f  ^,lsh  farmers  had  undertaken  respon- 
mus^be  Si?  co^d:not  fulfil.  i alterations  in  conditions 
men!  1727nUOWRd  by  aiteratl0??,  “ method  of  repay- 
of  store7Stei7tef8°R  f*°Vrihlbltl°n  on  importation 

tsp  “2  Sr  “S; 

«noas  cuttle  disease  was  not  so  great  now  a.  a genera! 

Sen 2 ’anTgrt0  *nd  afnitary 

22”  a rmeddrt  !ftS“m-  lr  “1'ditions; 

™ . j ftae  ImP°rtation  would  place  agril 

result  To'all  reduction  of  pwits  Would 

fattening  .?**&  on 

of  SoE\nd“‘,^ltrf  StS- 

profit,  of  home  faJ™  “d  d“d  Zt  thmU,d 
be  able  to  compete  unless  tw'inJw  6 th(  ? wpaId  not 
trade  market,  and  thou  oh  purchase  in  free 

of  restrictions  would  be  infariom?  °1 1removal 

munity  would  be  benefited  ult}mately  corn- 

improved;  surplus  which  n’abf  ZI1  g®I  etc”  would  be 
duced  for  a time  but  *’  etc”  wonld  be  «- 

against  repeal  of’  Corn  Swf  if'X,™”**  TOre  ”sed 
to  come  it  would  be  better  if  if  cbange.  was  bound 
peasants  had  purchased  land  Ca™6  iuickly>  before 
ficia?  conditions;  £ « baSed 011  artb 

Act  at  prices  which  ctZ*  AZ  purchasing  under  Land 
un  rent;  that  20  per  clnt  ZoZdZZ011  °f  2?per  cent, 
away  by  removal  of  restrict^, d * “ff*  than  sw«Pt 
duction  of  standard  nfli-  would  be  re- 

ability to  payannuitie  - r?^  StlU  furfcher  and  in- 
but  ratepayers  SSlyis  W°uld  1)ear  loss; 

agrarian  bankruptcy  and  social  *armers,  so 

would  ensue;  thfs “j°j£  i"  *1  unrest 
best  course  would  be  to  vivo  * mncane  s opinion; 
people  might  adapt  th!ml&  years  no«ce  so  that 
17310. — There  would  still  h j „ bo  ,n?w  conditions, 
disease  from  Canada  but  ifZifZ  °f  Vltroduction  of 
formerly,  17313-4.— Price  of*  Z>Z  not1,¥’  great  as 
would  not  be  much  affected  but  weU-hred  stores 

time  stock  was  being  srreatte  at  s?I?e  tlme  Argen- 
of  pedigree  bulls importation 
better,  17315. — Irish  cattle  “““J”  ”onW  be 

Open  market  would  cheaue2^e„J  P mS.  17316— 
eonld  be  bought  cheaper  Pthdhgh  ^’m“S  IT  "'“‘eriai 
« compete  with  best”  gialiSefo/^g.t  SVS 
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—Both  Argentina  and  Canada  were  trvinv  ■ 
prove  quality  of  their  meat,  17324  -So  ( lm' 
Argentina  had  greatly  developed  during  recent  , 
17327.— Best  stall-fed  meat  might  be  brought  iJttm' 
from  Argentina,  etc.,  but  there  was  always  a 
ference  between  best  home-killed  meat  i,H  t dlf' 
meat,  17330-l.-Introduction  of  disuse  wol 
tremendous  evil,  and  risk  ought  not  to  be  run  if  „ 3 
sible,  but  modern  conditions  made  risk  mil  ^ s‘ 
than  it  used  to  be,  17332-6—From  SmeS1®8? 
view  it  would  be  better  to  await  development  ’ of  t °l 
trade  and  see  results,  17337.— But  if  fZT-  raeat 
tion  was  to  come  eventually,  it  would  be  wZPJrta' 
than  in  a few  years,  17338,  ItSl-II  SS*’”® 
remained  for  40  or  50  years  there  would  fe  SS 
from  land  purchase  point  of  view  but  ton«Lfty 
at  early  period  would  lead  to  trouble  tereZ  P°rts 
17339. — At  end  of  40  years  large  portion  ?a^raen.^> 

would  be  repaid,  17341 If  restri  annuity 

in  two  years  this,  who  had 

Act  of  1903  would  bo  injured,  but  S .SeT?” 
paratoely  few,  17344—They  would  have  m J ^ 
themseives  to  new  conditions,  but  it  would*!  '"‘Il 

difficulty  and  much  loss,  17349-50 Tn  i be  Wltk 

after  adaptation  had  taken  place  the  countrvl^ 

he  on  sounder  agricultural  basis,’ 17351-4  I7382?d 

ment  might  be  carried  ouT  ifl  iew^SrT^K 
would  require  more  capital,  17358,— Greatei  'dwI.,,1,! 
for  agrieuitarai  labour  would  be  crS 
TiHage  farming  was  increasing  as  it  was  17331  7' 

OanS  Se  'SSd^S8 
Sge“4ht*CfSdTLut‘ta»  Sm* 

tha'nrei™1”3’  .1756,0l-AASS2ra“dT» 

— Witn™  hVif®"1*0'  “S0”*4?  was  sufficient,  17370-1 

bn7£rbeef  2£d^  edr?”?f  S“irfp 

amount  „f  advance  m2e  than  anfSt?  iS^J  " 

in^ortltioSi  pS?roLPbi,7  C°“”';il  pallicle>f 
in  was  Zl  £ ’ bnt  amount  of  cattle  brought 

17377  173S1  WN.n®Sr  PPces  falling  was  greater, 

adan+afinn  ’„ni  _ tf  allowance  were  made  for 
sufficient  17390  tl?,a,n,  ?ve  years  would  be 

tain  if  onZitrr  ^7F  thre  should  not  ^ft  nncer- 
notice  should  ^ * P°rZ  were  to  be  finally  fixed  on ! 
would  be  allowed1Vaffthat  imPortation  of  cattle 
17392-5.  al  °Wed  after  certain  number  of  years, 

Question  of  making  Improvements  out  of  Monet 
paid  by  Tenants. 

p improvement  of  estates,  the  Con- 
and  improving  ^oar(d  ® method  of  purchasing  estates 
between  PTpZfg  th?m  before  re-sale  out  of  difference 
money  had  muchZ^  ^ m^r?st  Paid  on  purchase 
not  otherwise  t°  commend  it  where  funds  were 
ticular  tenanf  aZal,a]b?  ^or  improvements;  no  par- 
of  his  rent  sbou¥  bave  a grievance  because  part 

needy  teuL"  1739?  fSLy°?rovin*  ioId,ine  of.”re 
age  a fferted  o -f' oa'-  ^uch  improvements  as  dram- 
as per  cent  17397a. — Difference  between 

be  so  little  tti  +d4.vfba^  would  have  to  be  paid  would 
SO  little  that  there  would  be  no  funds,  17398. 

MACoNGESTEn  r)F  Estates  Commissioners  and 
proposed.  DrSTIlICTS  Board  for  Land  wore 

mission6 p amalgamation  of  Estates  Com- 
to  e oZmteafei  t6d+  DAstricts  Board  with  a 
to  have  twn  iZ-  1^lst1r.atlon'  as  was  undesirable 
blem  would  odles  dealmg  with  same  matters;  pro- 
coZZrehensL  ° i Kave,  t0  be  dealt  with  on  more 
e scale  and  re-distribution  of  work  must 
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take  place;  if  scheduled  areas  were  left  to  Congested 
Districts  Board  it  should  be  organised  as  another 
Estates  Commission,  17399. — Congested  Districts 
Board  required  judicial  powers  of  Land  Commission 
if  it  was  to  have  exclusive  control  in  any  district; 
as  many  estates  would  come  up  for  sale  in  scheduled 
districts  which  were  not  really  congested,  question  of 
law  arose  which  could  not  be  settled  by  solicitor  to 
the  Board,  but  only  by  judicial  inquiry  and  decision, 
17400. — At  present  Congested  Districts  Board  bought 
estates  and  sold  through  Land  Commission,  so  were 
in  position  of  landlord  selling  under  Section  6,  and 
in  that  way  dealt  with  judicial  questions,  17401. — 
Up  to  present  work  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
had  not  been  impeded  by  legal  difficulties,  17402. — 
Procedure  was  cumbrous,  as  Board  bought  landlord’s 
interest,  then  proceeded  to  sell  to  tenants  as  ordinary 
landlords,  coming  to  Land  Commission  to  carry  out 
investigation  of  title  and  final  conveyance  to  tenant ; 
witness  suggested  complete  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween functions  of  two  bodies,  17407. — Some  estates, 
even  in  congested  area,  might  pass  straight  from 
landlord  to  tenant  without  any  remedial  process,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  Congested  Districts 
Board  issuing  certificates  for  sale  of  those  estates, 
17408-10. — Land  Commission  could  deal  with  ques- 
tions of  title,  of  vesting  estates  and  distributing  pur- 
chase money  all  over  Ireland,  and  all  judicial  ques- 
tions could  be  referred  to  them,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  Congested  Districts  Board  buying 
up  all  estates  that  needed  remedial  treatment  in 
scheduled  counties  and  giving  certificates  in  caso 
of  estates  that  might  pass  directly  from  land- 
lord to  tenant  without  remedial  treatment,  17411-2. — 
But  witness  advocated  amalgamation  of  both  bodies, 
as  more  efficient  work  would  be  accomplished,  17414-5, 
17431. — Land  Commission  was  more  competent  to  pur- 
chase land  than  Congested  Districts  Board,  17417-8. — 
They  purchased  cheaper,  17419. — More  expeditiously, 
17420. — And  got  rid  of  it  quicker,  17422. — Whether 
Estates  Commission  or  Congested  Districts  Board 
did  work,  main  thing  was  to  get  it  done,  17425. — 
Faster  method  of  Land  Commission  had  been  very 
efficient,  and  had  worked  well,  17427. — Cheapness  of 
Land  Commission  purchases  was  to  their  credit,  but 
purchase  of  land  under  great  necessity  meant  that 
price  in  excess  of  value  had  sometimes  to  be  given, 
17428. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  been  giving 
prices  in  excess  of  value  of  land,  17429. — If  the  two 
bodies  were  competing  against  each  other  in  same 
district  confusion  and  friction  would  arise,  popularity 
of  Board  was  largely  due  to  personnel,  if  two  or  three 
popular  members  were  removed  and  not  replaced  by 
others  equally  well  liked,  Board  might  not  be  so 
popular  as  it  was,  though  its  not  being  a Government 
department  helped  its  popularity,  17431-4. — Amalga- 
mation of  Estates  Commission  and  Congested  Districts 
Board  was  very  desirable  if  land  purchase  on 
a large  scale,  such  as  Mr.  Finucane  out- 

lined, were  to  be  adopted,  Estates  Commis- 
sioners would  want  representatives  of  a dis- 
trict to  form  consultative  body  to  give  advice 
and  help,  17435-7. — In  migration  cases  especially 
help  of  local  opinion  was  wanted,  17438. — There  were 
spots  of  congestion  all  over  Ireland,  so  representatives 
of  different  counties  who  could  bring  isolated  districts 
to  notice  of  Commissioners  would  be  very  valuable, 
17439-41. — Witness's  suggestion,  however,  was  to  have 
consultative  persons  only  for  western  districts  where 
large  migration  schemes  were  necessary,  17442,  17454. 
— By  amalgamation  witness  meant  amalgamation  of 
staffs,  but  advisory  board  would  be  on  different  foot- 
ing, 17443. — Present  policy  of  buying  estates  here 
and  there  was  an  inefficient  way  of  tackling  problem  ; 
in  order  to  really  deal  with  congestion  large  tracts  of 
■country  must  be  bought  and  dealt  with  as  a whole, 
and.  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  one  body  only 
buying  up  untenanted  land,  17444-5. — Estates  Com- 
missioners would  be  best  body  for  this,  17446. — Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  still  five  years  to  run,  and 
compromise  might  be  arranged  on  these  lines ; Estates 
Commissioners  might  take  over  entire  purchase  of 
congested  estates  as  well  as  purchase  of  untenanted 
land  for  relief  of  estates,  and  leave  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  duty  of  distributing  and  dealing  with 
improvements,  thus  gradually  merging  old  in  new, 
17449-50. — Other  alternative  was  to  attach  entire 
staff,  employed  as  at  present,  of  Congested  Districts 
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Board  to  Estates  Commission,  17451-2. — By  second 
method  all  present  advantages  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  would  be  secured,  17455. — Congested  Districts 
Board  could  continue  for  longer  than  twenty  years 
if  Parliament  so  determined,  as  provision  was  “so 
much  longer  as  Parliament  shall  determine,”  17457. — 
Act  could  be  continued  under  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Act,  .17457. — Act  was  passed  m 1891,  and 
several  Acts  had  since  been  passed  improving  condi- 
tion of  Board,  17458-60. — Congested  Districts  Board 
had  been  in  existence  long  before  Estates  Commission, 
and  possible  alternative  was  to  hand  Estates  Com- 
mission over  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  17461-68. — 
There  were  many  Irishmen  of  experience  in  work  of 
congested  districts  who  would  like  to  have  final,  not 
consultative,  voice,  in  such  matters,  17469-71. — Genesis 
of  idea  of  amalgamation  had  been  with  Estates  Com- 
mission, 17475. — Origin  of  Royal  Commission  was 
application  of  Mr.  Redmond  to  have  inquiry,  17476. 
— Sir  Antony  MacDonnell  had  first  originated  idea  of 
amalgamation,  but  there  was  no  mandate  from 
Government  or  any  other  source  concerning  the  matter, 
17477. — Irish  Party  had  asserted  in  Parliament  that 
administration  of  Land  Act,  especially  with  regard 
to  congestion  in  the  West,  had  broken  down,  17478. 

Sub-division  Question. 

Sub-division  should  be  avoided  if  it  created  un- 
economic holdings,  but  there  was  no  great  objection 
to  cutting  up  large  holdings  into  moderate-sized  ones  ; 
in  case  of  holdings  which  were  merely  sites  for 
residences  there  was  no  objection  to  sub-division, 
17480. — Provision  in  Act  of  1903  prevented  sub- 
division without  consent  of  Land  Commission,  penalty 
was  liability  to  have  holding  sold,  17481. — If  anyone 
offered  full  money,  and  purchased  holding  outright 
he  was  free  from  control  of  Land  Commission,  and 
could  do  what  he  pleased,  17482-4. — It  was  desirable 
that  legislation  should  prevent  sub-division  and  con- 
solidation for  all  time,  17485,  17491. — Original  draft 
of  Act  of  1903  had  contained  such  provisions,  but  it 
was  rejected,  17486-90. 
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CROOKSHANK,  Mr.  C. 

Position  op  Witness. 

Witness  was  Chief  Examiner  of  Titles  to  Estates 
Commissioners,  having  been  assigned  them  as  Legal 
Advisor  and  Examiner  in  1903. 

Procedure  in  case  op  Purchases  op  Land  by 
Estates  Commissioners. 

Procedure  in  cases  where  Congested  Districts  Board 
purchased  estates  was  regulated  by  provisions  of  Irish 
Land  Act,  1903,  particularly  Section  79,  and  by  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  Rules  dated  March  25th,  1904,  and  was 
practically  the  same  as  when  Estates  Commissioners 
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■themselves  bought  estate  under  Section  6 of  aid  Act; 
such  procedure  being  as  follows: — Where  owner  de- 
sires to  sell  to  Commissioners  he  lodges  originating 
■request-,  containing  necessary  averments  as  to  title, 
tenure,  etc.,  an  accurate  description  of  land  with 
application  to  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  circum- 
stances of  estate  with  view  to  purchase,  17496. — 
Documents  were  lodged  by  owner  to  prove  possession, 
and  estate  then  inspected  by  Commissioners;  before 
an  offer  was  made  Commissioners  required  to  be 
satisfied,  pursuant  to  Section  17  that  vendor  was 
person  who  might  be  dealt  with  as  owner  of  land, 
after  agreement  for  purchase  had  been  finally  entered 
into,  it  was  necessary  that  notice  should  be  pub- 
lished for  at  least  two  months,  before  lands  could 
be  vested  in  the  Commissioners ; (his  notice  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Gazette,  and  served  upon  all  parties 
interested,  stating  that  Commissioners  intended  to 
make  order,  vesting  estate  lin  themselves,  if  no  objec- 
tion arose  within  specified  time  this  took  place  accord- 
ingly ; purchase  money  was  advanced,  ancl  distributed 
as  soon  after  date  of  vesting  order  as  title  to  pur- 
chase money  was  completed ; Commissioners,  as  such, 
had  nothing  to  say  to  distribution  of  purchase  money, 
this  being  done  by  Judicial  Commissioner,  17506-7. 


Intricacies  op  Title  to  Land. 

Titles  were  not  of  an  intricate  character  for 
purposes  of  Estates  Commissioners ; but  intricacy 
frequently  arose  in  the  subsequent  title  to  pur- 
<*«•  17497-501. — Land  had  always  been 

rather  difficult  to  transfer  in  Ireland,  one  reason  being 
that  in  describing  lands  in  deeds,  same  old  descriptions 
were  used  which  had  perhaps  been  used  200  years  ago, 
and  which  were  now  vecry  defective,  so  that  difficulty 
might  arise  as  to  whether  land  conveyed  by  deed  did 
actually  include  some  particular  land  or  not,  17502. 
—This  form  of  difficulty  was  not  present  in  case  of 
properties  that  had  Parliamentary  title  under  En- 
cumbered Estates  Act,  17504.— It  did  not  arise 
generally  in  estates  bought  under  Landed  Estates 
Court,  because  these  were  generally  conveyed  by 
deed,  with  modem  description  and  map, 


Inquiries  into  Vendor’s  Title — Question  op  Amal- 
mation  op  Inquiries. 

iX|gart  to  jatlsfaction  of  Commissioners  under 
Section  17,  referred  to,  owner  must  deposit  documents 
gowmg  prima.  facie  title  to  lands,  aid  that  he  had 
been  in  possession  for  six  years,  such  documents 
^ ,°f  ,u®  *ltle<  17508-10.— Vendor,  need  not, 

unless  he  ch^  lodge  Abstract  of  Title  for  pun-pores 
of  Section  17,  17510a.-As  a rule,  inquiry 

^fSeVeEstett;nF'  t t°-SeU>  but  ic  P™^d7d  no  further 
Detore  Estates  Commissioners,  who  then  dealt  with 
him  on  that  basis,  17511-3.— There  was  a 

snbsequent  distribution  of  money;  them  were 

1751M0.do„atm"™»' 

peditious  and  less  coSt  <"• 

lad  adopted  procedm^sj’fai^ „ 
sent  scntuto,  Ld  a man  -i  P ^dar  pre- 

in  first  instance  ?”  lodP  M1  Uth 

complete  Abstract  efKft  presorting 

imposed  upon  solicitors;  it  i-onldlS  Pot  >» 

statute  implied  that  vat, fir,,.  i , ul-tm  vires  as 

title,  17524.— If  not  ultrn*, show  P^ima  facie 
aud  might  perhaps  bo  a trand  Iv,  desirable, 

in  this  respect,  17525-6 if  nmTO™ng  J?  correct  law 

limited  money  ^ Act  ***?»  were  tm- 

donbted  if  I wonH  bTSrisSk  '7Iate'  wit”css 

simpler  prone*,*,  of  dealing  “N 


under  which  estate  could  be  got  out  of  Commissioners- 
hands  at  earliest  possible  moment,  17548,  17552  -1 
It  would  be  solicitor's  business  to  deposit  Abstract' 0f 
Title  at  onoe  for  examination  by  Examiner,  but  them 
might  be  cases  where  there  was  no  Abstract  of  Title 
and  sometimes  it  was  lengthy  process  to  produce  one! 
change  of  law  would  not  be  altogether  beneficial’ 
17549.— Practice  of  Land  Commission  in  giving 
permission  to  vendor  to  lodge  complete  verified  Ab- 
stract of  Title  for  combined  purpose  of  showing  title 
to  sell,  and  to  purchase  money  (at  any  time  after 
lodgment  of  agreement  for  sale  in  case  of  persons 
other  than  Land  Commission  and  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  in  case  of  sale  co  these  bodies  at  any 
time  after  lodgment  of  originating  request)  showed 
that  this  procedure  was  desirable  in  opinion  of  Land 
Commission,  but  vendor  might  defeat  that  by  noc 
accepting  permission,  17550.— This  was  what  Land 
Commission  thought  ought  to  be,  funds  being  what 
they  were,  17551. — If  no  abstract  were  given,  man 
must  wait  for  its  preparation  and  be  deprived  of 
simple  procedure  of  lodging  deeds  on  which  he  re- 
lied as  prima  facie  evidence  of  power  to  sell,  17533. 

Witness  preferred  to  leave  law  as  it  was,  Land  Com- 
mission could  make  regulations  from  time  to  time 
and  when  money  became  redundant,  use  it  in  that 
way,  17554. — This  clause  was  passed  for  specific  pur- 
pose of  expediting  transfers,  it  might  expedite  to 
a certain  extent  the  vesting  in  tenants,  but  might 
have  opposite  effect  upon  distribution  of  purchase 
money,  17528. 


Procedure  in  case  of  Purchase  of  Land  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board — Question  of  Validity 
of  Preliminary  Agreements. 

Analogous  practice  was  adopted  in  Commissioners’ 
office  when  Congested  Districts  Board  purchased 
estate;  originating  request  was  lodged,  vendor  satis- 
fied Commissioners  that  he  was  person  who  might 
be  dealt  with,  and  they  then  prepared  agreement 
between  Board  and  certified  vendor,  published  re- , 
quisite  notices,  made  order  vesting  land  in  Board, 
and  purchase  money  was  advanced  and  distributed 
on  completion  of  title,  Commissioners,  as  such,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  do  with  re-sale  of  estates  to  purchasing 
tenants ; agreement  between  Board  and  vendor  was 
statutory  obligation  to  be  complied  with  before  vest- 
tmg  lands  in  Board,  and  such  agreement  was  never 
settled  by  Commissioners  till  they  were  satisfied  of 
vendor’s  title  to  sell  under  Section  17 ; witness  had 
been  informed  by  Congested  Districts  Board’s  solicitor 
that  Board  entered  into  preliminary  agreements  for 
purchase  with  vendors  prior  to  statutory  agreements, 
and  that  under  such  preliminary  agreement  Board 
entered  into  possession  and  receipt  of  tent,  and 
rendered  itself  liable  for  payment  of  interest  on  pur- 
chase money,  steps  necessary  for  vesting  estate  being 
commenced  afterwards;  this  practice  was  not  con- 
templated by  the  Act  and  might  lead  to  dissatisfac- 
tion, 17529. — Witness  had  had  conversation  with  Mr. 
O’Connor  on  the  subject,  had  gathered  that  reason 
for  such  preliminary  agreements  was  that  they  were 
useful  to  enable  Board  to  make  some  improvements  on 
an  estate  when  there  was  delay  in  vesting,  17530-2. — -It 
was  doubtful  whether  a preliminary  agreement  war 
valid ; it  was  an  agreement  between  Board  and  land- 
lord; if  such  agreement  were  made  with  limited 
owner  and  he  were  to  die,  witness  did  not  know  what 
would  happen,  17533-4. — Many  questions  might  arise; 
there  was  risk  in  it,  but  it  gave  some  eecuirity  to 
Board  in  gcdng  on  with  preliminary  Improvements, 
17535-6. — Board  did  proceed  with  improvements  on 
a property  before  it  was  vested ; it  was  at  their  own 
risk  ,17537-8. — If  title  on  examination  proved  to  be 
defective  and  owner  had  no  right  to  sell,  the  Board 
would  be  hit,  though  this  had  not  happened  yet, 


Question  of  Priority  of  the  Board’s  Cases. 

Witness  handed  in  return  showing  present  position 
of  all  Congested  Districts  Board  eases,  in  which 
originating  requests  had  been  lodged  in  Estates  Com- 
missioners’ office  since  passing  of  Irish  Land  Act  up 
to  the  present;  these  were  regarded  as  class  by  thorn* 
selves  and  took  priority  inter  se  ; after  passing  of  Act 
of  1903,  steps  for  completion  of  sales  to  Commissioners 
and  to  Board  were  proceeded  with  at  once  without 
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reference  to  claims  of  other  cases  then  pending ; on 
July  4th,  1905,  regulations  were  made  under  Section 
23  (8)  by  Lord  Lieutenant  under  which  Commis- 
sioners were  directed  to  regulate  investigation  of 
p rima  facie  titles  and  general  business  so  that  no 
vendors  should  be  given  undue  preference;  as  scon 
as  regulations  were  made  every  case  then  pending, 
including  Board  cases,  was  given  priority  date;  in 
sales  to  Board  and  Commissioners  this  date  was  date 
of  lodgment  of  originating  request,  in  direct  sales 
priority  date  was  date  of  lodgment  of  agreement  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant,  and  Commissioners  en- 
deavoured to  provide  that  each  sale  should  be 
proceeded  with  in  order  of  priority  date;  at  date  of 
regulations,  necessary  preliminary  steps  had  been 
talcen  in  Commissioners’  office,  in  practically  all 
sales  of  land  then  pending,  both  to  Board  and  Com- 
missioners; though  at  same  date,  Commissioners  were 
only  dealing  with  direct  sales  begun,  in  June,  1904 ; 
as  only  five  Board  cases  bore  priority  date  on  or  be- 
fore June,  1904,  and  these  all  were  finished  before  end 
of  July,  1905,  nothing  more  under  regulations  could 
be  done  to  press  on  Board  cases  till  proper  time  came 
round  according  to  priority  date;  consequently  be- 
tween Jnly,  1905,  and  February,  1906,  no  new  Board 
cases  were  talcen  up;  on  February  13th,  1906,  new 
regulations  by  Lord  Lieutenant  cancelled  those  of 
July,  1905;  under  the  latter  regulations,  Commis- 
sioners ware  directed  to  have  regai-d  to  due  priority 
of  cases  in  the  several  classes  of  sales,  and  it  was 
then  possible  to  deal  with  classes  of  cases  at  discre- 
tion ; since  new  regulations  all  cases  in  which  Board, 
and  Estates  Commissioners,  were  purchasing  land 
were  proceeded  with  as  before  regulations  of  July, 
1905,  with  least  possible  delay  taking  them  lin  order 
of  priority  inter  se,  without  reference  to  claims  of 
other  classes;  it  had  taken  some  time  to  make  up 
arrears,  but  now  neariy  any  case  could  be  completed 
and  vested  within  sax  months  of  date  of  lodgment  of 
originating  request ; distribution  of  purchase  money 
might  take  a little  longer,  17540-1. — Board  cases  and 
sales  to  Commissioners  were  in  a catalogue  by  them- 
selves and  got  certain  amount  of  preference  and 
priority,  17542-4. — Putting  direct  sales  rather  back 
could  not  be  helped  because  practice  referred  to  was 
where  Board  and  Commissioners  desired  to  purchase 
estate  where  generally  there  were  tracts  of  unten- 
anted land  required  for  striping  up,  etc. ; they  must 
have  certain  amount  of  preference,  17545-6. — Witness 
would  have  tabulated  statement  of  estates  bought  by 
Commissioners  and  vested  in  themselves,  prepared, 
to  correspond  with  statement  of  estates  vested  in 
Board,  17547-8. 

System  of  Land  Registration. 

In  1891  Act  was  passed  making  compulsory  registra- 
tion of  titles  of  tenant  purchasers  under  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts;  under  same  Act  landlords  could  volun- 
tarily register  titles  but  (had  not  done  so  to  any  ex- 
tent, 17556. — If  they  had  done  so  trouble  would  have 
been  largely  obviated,  17557. — Additional  legislation 
was  required  for  the  registration  of  titles ; draft  bill 
had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Justice  Madden,  some 
years  ago,  but  no  further  progress  made,  17557a-8. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  0.  H.  Crookshanh.  rTlll 

■d- — Return  showing  position  of  Estates  pur- 

chased  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  . 360 
R- — Return  showing  position  of  Estates  pur- 
chased by  Estates  Commissioners,  . 361 

STUART,  Mr.  W. 

See  also  p.  576. 

Work  of  Re-settlement  of  Estates  bought  by 
Estates  Commissioners. 

. Witness  was  appointed  Assistant  Land  Commis- 
sioner  in  1900,  and  up  to  passing  of  Land  Act  in 
1903  was  engaged  in  fixing  rents,  in  1904  was  ap- 
pointed inspector  for  management  of  estates,  for  sale 
of  which  to  Estates  Commissioners  proceedings  had 
been  instituted  under  sections  6,  7,  and  8 of  Irish 
Land  Act,  1903,  and  from  that  date  had  been  engaged 
*n  tols  work  in  provinoe  of  Connaught ; in  September, 


STUART,  Mr.  W .—continued. 

1904,  there  were  associated  with  witness  an  inspector, 
three  assistant  inspectors,  and  a surveyor,  up  to  present 
staff  had  dealt  with  thirty-five  estates  comprising  32,803 
acres  of  untenanted  land,  and  41,955  acres  of  tenanted 
land  held  by  1,631  tenants,  total  area  being  74,758 
acres,  and  total  purchase  money  £731,137 ; of  un- 
tenanted land  24,946  acres  had  been  used  in  enlarging 
820  holdings  and  creating  221  new  holdings  of  which 
tenants  had  been  put  in  possession ; arrangements 
were  almost  complete  for  disposal  of  remainder,  which 
provided  for  enlargement  of  330,  and  creation  of 
seventy-one  holdings,  land  would  be  striped  and 
tenants  in  possession,  it  was  hoped,  before  December 
next,  17559. 

Procedure  for  Purchase  and  Re-settlement — Care 
EXERCISED  IN  SELECTION  OF  TENANTS. 

When  estate  was  offered  for  sale  to  Commissioners, 
and  formalities  prescribed  by  Act  and  rules  complied 
with,  it  was  inspected,  and  separate  price  fixed  on 
untenant.ed  land,  and  on  each  holding  on  estate;  if 
vendor  was  willing  to  accept  estimated  price,  scheme 
for  allotment  of  untenanted  land,  and  re-arrange- 
ment  and  consolidation  of  holdings  was  prepared; 
greatest  care  was  taken  in  selection  of  tenants  for 
additional  land,  means,  number  in  family,  industry, 
ability,  and  likelihood  of  making  good  and  solvent 
tenant  purchasers  being  carefully  considered,  as  pre- 
scribed by  Regulation  VI.  of  Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Regulations,  dated  13th  February,  1906,  migration 
and  consolidation  of  holdings  were  provided  for 
where  necessary,  and  care  was  taken  to  give  tenant 
class  of  land  he  needed,  scheme  prepared  by  inspector, 
having  regard  to  these  considerations,  detailing 
method  of  distributing  untenanted  land  setting  out 
the  sub-section  of  section  2 (1)  of  Act  under  which 
come  the  persons  to  whom  land  will  be  allotted,  with 
area  and  valuation  of  lands  (if  any)  possessed  by 
them,  and  their  ability  to  work  additional  land,  also 
stating  sum  which  he  recommends  to  be  sanctioned 
for  improvement  of  parcels  of  land  by  way  of  free 
grant  or  otherwise ; scheme  scrutinised  by  Commis- 
sioners, and  approved  or  modified  as  case  may  be, 
17560. — Such  schemes  usually  prepared  by  assistant  in- 
spector, and  submitted  to  witness  as  inspector,  17561. 
— When  arrangements  for  allotments  have  been  ap- 
proved undertakings  were  obtained  from  proposed  pur- 
chasers to  buy  allotted  parcels  of  land  at  estimated 
prices,  also  from  tenants  to  buy  holdings  at  prices  fixed 
by  Commissioners,  proposed  purchasers  agreed  to  pay 
interest  in  lieu  of  rent  on  estimated  prices  at  3£ 
per  cent,  from  date  on  which  Commissioners  agreed  to 
purchase,  estate  (up  to  which  date  they  were  liable  to 
vendor  for  rent)  until  lands  were  vested  in  purchasing 
tenants,  as  soon  as  vendor  had  intimated  willingness 
to  accept  estimated  price,  and  had  shown  prima  facie 
title,  proposal  to  purchase  was  prepared,  and  after 
acceptance  and  the  obtaining  of  necessary  under- 
takings from  tenants,  formal  agreement  to  purchase 
was  entered  into  by  Commissioners ; thus,  as  soon  as 
Commissioners  agree  to  purchase  estate,  tenants  cease 
to  pay  rent,  and  only  pay  interest  in  lieu  thereof 
(a  reduction  of  from  20  to  30  per  cent.)  up  to  date 
on  which  holdings  and  untenanted  lands  are  vested 
in  them,  from  which  date  they  pay  purchase  annuities 
calculated  at  3£  per  cent,  on  purchase  money,  posses- 
sion of  untenanted  land  is  usually  obtained  by  Com- 
missioners when  they  agree  to  purchase  estate,  though 
agreement  may  provide  for  untenanted  land  remain- 
ing in  vendor’s  hands  for  a few  months,  but  then  he 
would  not  receive  the  per  cent,  interest  on  purchase 
money  of  this  part  of  estate  till  he  gave  up  possession, 
Commissioners’  practice  was  to  put  purchasers  in 
possession  of  nntenanted  land  as  "soon  as  possession 
was  obtained  from  landlord,  and  then  to  carry  out 
any  improvements,  17562. 

Value  of  Grazing  Land — How  Estimated. 

In  regard  to  purchase  of  untenanted  land,  pro- 
cedure was  for  witness  to  estimate  price  on  what  he 
considered  gross  fair  rent,  17563-4. — Then  he 
capitalised  sum  at  3£-  per  cent.,  deducted  15  per  cent, 
as  margin  for  security,  and  offered  sum  so  arrived  at 
to  vendor,  17565. — Witness  did  not  make  analysis  of 
landlord’s  interest  in  untenanted  land  as  against 
interest  of  possible  tenant,  but  estimated  prices  on 
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gross  fair  rent,  which,  would  be  paid  by  tenant  if  in 
possession,  17564,  17566. — If  ordinary  tenanted  land 
would  sell  for  twenty -one  years.’  purchase  of  rental, 
witness  would  give  for  untenanted  land  twenty-six 
and  a half  years’  purchase  of  what  he  considered 
gross  fair  rent,  17567-9,  17583. 

Difference  between  Price  of  Tenanted  and 
Untenanted  Land. 

In  valuation  of  land  where  there  were  tenants  they 
had  only  to  value  what  it  would  be  fair  for  landlord 
to  receive  for  rent  he  got  out  of  the  land,  17581. — 
In  tenant’s  case  that  was  net  fair  rent,  i.e.,  gross 
fair  rent,  less  deductions  to  which  tenant  was  en- 
titled in  respect  of  improvements,  these  varying  in 
case  of  each  holding,  17584-6. — Reason  for  purchase 
price  being  twenty-six  and  a half  years  on  untenanted 
land,  and  twenty-one  on  tenanted,  was  that  in  latter 
case  landlord’s  interest  was  not  so  great,  he  had 
only  right  to  collect  fixed  rent,  and  the  improvements 
and  right  of  occupancy  were  the  tenants,  while  in 
the  former  Commissioners  acquired  greater  interest, 
right  to  full  profits,  and  power  to  dispose  of  land, 
17570,  17587,  17593. — There  could  be  no  hard  and  fast 
rule  for  valuing  tenants’  rights,  as  they  often  sold 
for  more  than  landlord’s  interest,  17588. — Where 
actual  sale  was  made,  landlord  got  twenty-six  and  a’ 
half  years’  purchase  where  there  was  no  tenant, 
difference  between  this  and  twenty-one  years’  purchase 
was  caused  by  tenant  being  there  and  landlord  only 
allowed  to  get  certain  rent  for  estate,  so  that  in  that 
case  landlord’s  interest  was  twenty-one  as  to  five  and 
a half,  17589-2. — If  price  of  land  was  calculated  in 
gross  fair  rent,  what  the  twenty-one  years’  net  rent 
would  represent  in  gross  fair  rent  would  entirely 
depend  on  improvements  made  by  tenants,  17594. 

Comparison  of  Prices  paid  for  Untenanted  Land 

by  Board  and  by  Estates  Commissioners 
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Source  from  which  3*  per  cent,  was  paid  to 
Landlord  pending  Vesting  Order. 

On  purchase  of  estate  embracing  both  tenants  j- 
untenanted  land,  3£  per  cent,  was  paid  l3S/nd 

agreed  purchase  money  and  Commissioners  took 

charge  of  untenanted  land  on  taking  over  possessing 
the  tenants  being  under  obligation  to  pavSfn' 

cent,  pending  vesting  order,  17606-8a.— Prom  propel 

purchasers,  who  were  put  in  possession  of  untenS 
land,  Commissioners  got  3i  per  cent,  on 
price  of  their  parcels  of  land,  as  a rule  they  ll 
placed  in  possession  on  day  when  Commissioners  took 
over  possession  from  landlord,  17609.-CommissioS 
had  done  nttle  to  recoup  the  3£  per  cent,  by  fetth® 
glazing  land  temporarily,  because  they  had  been 
able  to  put  tenants  m possession  at  once  17610  1 
Tenants  had  to  pay  3£  per  cent,  on  purchase  money 
both  on  holding  and  on  addition  made  from  un- 
tenanted land,  so  that  the  tenant  whose  land  was 
arranged  really  recouped  the  3£  per  cent.,  17612-3  — 
Estates  Commissioners  collected  and  paid  it  to  1*^ 
lord,  1.7617-8.-— They  were  liable  to  vender  for K? 
cent,  on  agreed  purchase  price,  even  if  they  werl  not 
able  to  put  tenants  in  possession  at  once,  which  it 
• was  to  their  interest  to  do,  17614-5,  17619.— Case  of 
diS  tn1?  Waf  entille]7  different,  landlord  selling 
,tellants  ™>uld  have  an  agreed  percents*! 
collected  by  Commissioners,  but  in  this  case  they 
were  only  bound  to  pay  to  landlord  what  they  re- 
ceived, 17620-1.— Where  estate  was  bought  by  Com- 

™™TeiS’  %hey  We?e  bound  io  Pay  3*  Per  cent,  on 
agreed  purchase  price  on  untenanted  as  well  as  on 
tenanted  land,  17622. 

Method  of  Effecting  Improvements— Grants  and- 
Loans — Cost  of  Houses. 


As  to  statement  about  number  of  years  purchase 
paid  on  untenanted  lands  by  Congested  Districts 
Doard  and  Estates  Commissioners  respectively  the 
figures  given  were  for  estates  purchased  in  county 
of  Galway  by  Commissioners,  and  figures  of  estates 
purchased  in  Galway  by  Board  were  taken  from  their 
annual  report  the  poor-law  valuation  was  taken  as 
standard  of  valuation  in  case  referred  to,  17596-8. 

™ Acquisition  or 
£qT™  ~ '““OH  P™». 

In  many  cases  they  had  found  reluctance  to  bargain 
on  these  terms  and  their  prices  had  been  refused  in 
fpfr  tTmtrieven.  years”  Purchase  on  gross 

would  bfllaSiref+USed’  a pn,ce  b7  wbich  Commissioners 
w/d  d-°St  f re'SaIe’  17571-~ Of  untenanted 
hmif  f Udmg  demesnes'  32’803  acres  had  been 
bought  for  gross  price  of  £380,707,  average  being 
26  2 years’  purchase,  17572—Some  owners  had  refused 
estimated  prices  for  untenanted  land,  but 
Wl^lfS10+RrS  ^ad.  ?ot  h,ad  refuPals  in  regard  to  more 
land  than  they  had  bought,  17573-4. — Witness  did  not 
anticipate  that  they  would  be  able  to  get  un tenanted 
Susl:  by  Proce,eding  on  this  principle  ; there 

^ ?pim?n’  1)8  compulsion  in  regard  to  un- 
tenanted land  and  to  tenanted  land  in  certain  in- 
17599^-^0^1  con|estion  existed,  17575-8, 

gted  of  small  scattered  holdings* 'tJd  Commoners 

to  limitations  bj  1„  ™ 

^°rd  *» 

H«0  acres,  estimated  beiug'IbrTBT’ih”5 

figures  for  the  whole  of  Ireland  17602  ’lidth 
had  not  refused  to  sell  on  application a lndlc?ds 
the  matter  had  fallen  through  bSuseVdi^  Ut 
as  to  price,  17604-5.  8 oecause  of  difference 


As  regarded  untenanted  land  allotted,  tenants  had 
always  done  their  own  fencing,  as  doing  such  work 
tor  tenants  was  not  calculated  to  bring  about  desirable 
spirit  of  industry,  besides  being  expensive,  increased 
expenditure  on  improvements,  spread  over  small  area 
and  added  to  purchase  price  of  holding,  increased 
annuity  payable  by  tenants  and  affected  security,  in 
all  cases  Commissioners  endeavoured  to  get  tenants 
to  build  own  houses  as  far  as  possible,  but  drainage 
and  road-making,  &c.,  were  carried  out  by  Commis- 
sioners either  by  direct  labour  or  by  contract,  17622.— 
Man  who  was  able  to  work  land  would  be  very  glad 
x°r,ngno  untenanted,  land  and  fence  it  himself  on 
a^fJhel  had  nOT6r  had  t0  make  fences  for 
ivftOK4,  f,7624- —Sometimes  small  advance  was  made, 
hi  *^Lhoases’  as  indicated  in  plan,  would 

be  ±,120  to  £150  according  to  locality,  17626-7— As 
to  increased  stock,  many  people  with  whom  they  dealt 
j;ad  ,0I?e’  and  were  able  to  provide  more  on  the  addi- 
al  land,  17628. — No  sum  was  added  to  purchase- 
“3  of  folding  in  respect  of  grants  made  by  Com- 
missioners  for  purchase  of  cattle,  17629.— Annuity 
ivffxn  ji-  per  cent-  less  than  average  fair  rent, 

1 , . d “his  was  undoubtedly  heavy  burden  on 
find  *a^'Lng  np  untenanted  land,  and  Commissioners 
? “ Pe^613  to  make  advances  and  free  grants,  but 
TwVJ?  a latter  fere  v-ei'y  limited,  17631-2.— 
r^  y . got  men  to  Build  better  houses  than  those 
twIVa  ?lan’  to  fence>  an<l  fully  stock  holding, 
r • x6eP  over  200  such  transactions,  17633-6, 
r iir™  Save  number  of  holdings  enlarged 
foldings  created  on  estates  dealt  with  by 
mostly.ln  C°unty  Galway,  with  some  in 
^innprT^0D|’i  Sll,g°’  ■ and  Mayo,  17637-8.— Commis- 
_ u ;^,°U^di  ma,he  either  advances  or  free  grants,  to- 

never  i™  ibotb  ’ re'sa-le  price  of  holding  was 

WnLi  ^eaSed,.ib?  more  fhan  £30  for  buildings, 
hoK  * 18  3d^d  1i9s-  6d-  a ^ear  to  annuity  on 
bi o-l-i org+i.  vei7  ,blg  advance  might  bring  out  annuity 
Son«5an-  fair  1-7641.— It  might  be  advan- 

difoosal^f76  SOn}ething  as  premium,  but  amount  at 
toPwL  V6Ty  hlmted>  17642.— If  a man  migrated, 
tba-n  f nr  anCe  grant  w°uld  have  to  be  much  Digger 
onrdSL;nfea-Amigration’  17643.- As  to  fencing,  in 
banks  -wi+b  ^ • Tas  stone  walls,  in  others  double 

17644-6 TiT-,?Ulcbs  » wire  fencing  was  discoursed. 

one  case  where  1 t0  building  houses,  they  had 
tenants  n d-V6  houses  were  built  by  migrated' 
nants.  Commissioners  supplying  £100  apiece,  and 
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result  b^ing  houses  which  would  have  cost  Com- 
missioners £150  to  build,  17647,  17649.— The  men  em- 
ployed masons,  supplying  material  and  giving  their 
own  labour  free,  17648.— All  houses  in  building  were 
supervised  by  Commissioners  when  they  had  given 
either  grant  or  advance,  they  had  some  built  by  con- 
tract direct  for  themselves,  17651-2. — There  were  num- 
ber of  contracts  at  present  for  type  of  house  shown 
in  plan  at  £140  each,  17653.— Congested  Districts 
Board  put  up  similar  houses,  not  giving  them  out  now 
under  contract,  but  getting  them  done  by  own  work- 
men, so  that  similar  house  only  cost  £110, 
17654-5. — Witness  doubted  if  house  of  this  type 
could  be  put  up  for  £110,  but  contractor's  profit  was 
done  away  jvith,  17656.— He.  had  seen  houses  put  up 
by  Board'  at  Claremorris,  but  had  not  been  inside, 
17657-60. — It  might  be  well  for  Commissioners  to 
follow  Board’s  example,  but  they  had  not  necessary 
staff  at  present,  17661-2.— Where  they  made  contract 
for  £140  tenant  did  no  work,  when  they  gave  £30 
towards  building  it  was  paid  as  work  proceeded, 
17665.— Works  were  always  executed  according  to 
Commissioners’  specifications  except  where  tenant 
wished  to  put  up  thatched  house,  to  which  they  had 
no  objection  if  grant  amounted  to  only  £30,  17666. — 
They  had  not  had  any  cases  of  jerry-building  or 
inferior  work,  there  was  constant  supervision  when 
work  was  done  by  contract,  17667-8. — Where  tenants 
put  up  houses  it  was  found  that  they  did  better  work 
than  contractor,  17669.— As  to  obtaining  money  for 
building,  witness’s  experience  was  that  it  came  from 
relations,  when  there  was  prospect  of  ownership  they 
helped  man  to  build  and  improve  his  position, 
17670-1 

Work  or  Migration  and  Re-settlement. 

In  cases  of  bad  and  congested  estates  coming  under 
Section  6 (5)  where  holdings  were  intermixed  and 
held  in  rundale,  Commissioners  re-arranged  and  con- 
solidated holdings  and  migration  was  almost  always  . 
necessary ; in  these  cases,  it  was  sometimes  necessary 
to  retain  estate  for  some  time,  but  practice  was  to 
make  arrangements  for  re-sale  as  quickly  as  possible; 
on  one  estate  in  Galway  in  1904,  where  witness  re- 
commended that  it  should  not  be  purchased  unless 
tenants  would  agree  to  have  holdings  re-arranged  and 
consolidated,  and  scheme  included  migration  of  two 
tenants;  they  had  experienced  great  difficulty  owing 
to  attempts  to  intimidate  migrants  from  taking  pro- 
posed holdings,  but  in  the  end  original  scheme  was 
carried  out,  17672. — Before  agreement  was  made 
with  tenants  to  have  holdings  re-arranged,  landlord 
settled  price  with  tenants;  this  was  common  espe- 
cially where  there  was  untenanted  land,  17673-4. — 
The  intimidation  proceeded  from  the  tenants  them- 
selves, as  there  wore  a few  who  did  not  want  re-ar- 
rangement, perhaps  wanted  more  land  themselves 
and  were  jealous  of  others  who,  they  thought,  were 
getting  better  terms,  17675-6,  17679. — In  this  case 
arrangements  for  migration  were  not  subsequent  to 
arrangements  for  sale ; it  was  conditional  that  re- 
arrangement should  take  place,  1-7678. — On  another 
estate,  where  21  holdings  were  intermixed  and  re- 
quired migration,  five  tenants  migrated,  built  their 
own  houses  and  made  fences,  getting  small  free  grants 
to  do  so ; remaining  holdings  were  re-arranged 
and  consolidated,  17679. — In  this  case  migrants  were 
kept  on  estate,  being  allotted  part  of  untenanted 
land;  they  were  very  poor,  with  small,  thatched 
houses,  but  being  given  free  grant  of  £50  built  sub- 
stantial two-storeyed  houses,  17680.— Desire  to  build 
good  houses  was  general  with  migrants,  17681.—’ They 
were  given  untenanted  land  and  surrendered  own 
homes ; it  was  a re-distribution  of  land ; on  the  estate 
referred  to  there  were  14  tenants  under  £5  valuation, 
6 between  £5  and  £10,  and  only  one  over  £10 ; now 
there  was  only  one  under  £5  (he  having  other 
means),  ten  between  £5  and  £10,  and  11  over  £10, 
17683-4.— In  these  £10  holdings  every  man  could  do 
some  farm  work  with  plough,  though  in  all  a horse 
might  not  be  absolutely  necessary;  even  if  worked  as 
mixed  farm,  farmer  could  hire  horse  for  few  days  in 
spring,  17685-7. — Witness  remembered  estate  where 
there  was  not  horse  or  plough  when  it  was  pur- 
chased ; now  most  people  had  a horse,  and  house  and 
holdings  were  greatly  improved  owing  to  management 
of  farms  since  they  were  purchased,  and  feeling  on 
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part  of  farmers  that  improvements  made  were  their 
own,  17688-92. —At  present  Commissioners  were  deal- 
ing with  congested  estates  as  defined  by  section  6 (5), 
of  which  witness  gave  two  examples ; on  one  estate 
were  55  tenanted  holdings  with  average  valuation  of 
£3  3s.,  in  this  case-  there  was  not  enough  untenanted 
land  on  estate  to  make  holdings  economic,  but  they 
acquired  farm  of  untenanted  land,  about  700  acres, 
in  vicinity,  and  arrangements  were  now  being  car- 
ried out  by  which  nine  tenants  surrendered  old  hold- 
ings and  migrated.  17692. — There  were  six  very  small 
tenants  of  uneconomic  holdings  on  portion  of  farm, 
17693-4. — Re-arrangement  of  that  estate  was  being 
satisfactorily  carried  out;  on  other  estate  were  35 
tenants  whose  holdings  comprised  238  intermixed 
plots;  untenanted  farm  in  neighbourhood  was  ac- 
quired and  arrangements  were  being  carried  out  for 
migrating  eight  tenants  and  for  enlargement  and 
consolidation  of  other  holdings,  17694. — Tenants  were 
migrated  in  this  case  from  one  estate  to  another ; 
estates  being  very  convenient  there ; in  re-sale  of 
most  estates  in  Connaught  migration  and  consolida- 
tion of  holdings  were  essential;  local  opposition  was 
sometimes  experienced  to  the  course ; most  frequent 
when  estates  were  situated  in  different  parishes ; but 
by  patience  and  firmness  these  difficulties  could  be 
overcome,  17695. 


Undesirability  of  Farms  being  sold  to  Tenants 
DIRECT  WITHOUT  EFFECTING  NECESSARY  IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 

Iii  witness’s  observation  of  operations  of  Land 
Purchase  Acts  in  poorer  districts,  his  impression 
was  that  estates  were  being  sold  which  ought  not  to 
pass  to  tenants,  without  improvement  as  to  enlarge- 
ment and  drainage,  under  direct  sales,  17696. — Com- 
missioners made  improvements  when  they  bought  es- 
tates themselves,  but  when  estates  were  sold  direct 
Commissioners  could  not  recover  as  part  of  purchase 
annuities  money  expended  by  them  on  improve- 
ments, 17697-8. — If  that  legal  difficulty  were  re- 
moved, it  would  be  competent  to  them  to  improve 
condition  of  holdings;  though  they  could  not  do  it  as 
well  or  as  freely  where  estates  were  sold  direct, 
17699-700. — It  would  have  to  be  done  with  consent  of 
tenant  with  whom  landlord  dealt  direct,  17701. — 
Witness  had  understood  it  was  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment to  give  powers  for  improvements  on  such  es- 
tates, but  that,  through  some  omission,  power  to- 
recover  money  was  not  inserted  in  section ; thought 
that  law  might  be  amended  with  advantage,  17702-3. 
—It  was  a pity  that  farms  should  be  vested  in  ten- 
ants without  being  in  finished  condition,  especially 
with  regard  to  re-arrangement,  17704. 


Cost  of  Migration. 

As  regarded  migration,  it  was  the  strong  tenant, 
man  with  help  and  good  means  who  should  be 
encouraged  to  migrate ; up  to  the.  present  25  ten- 
ants had  been  migrated  in  district  dealt  with  by 
witness,  at  average  net  loss  of  £70  each  to  Commis- 
sioners; while  26  more  would  have  migrated  by  fol- 
lowing December  at  average  net  loss  of  £80  each, 
17704,  17722. — Migrating  the  strong  man  was  prac- 
tice followed  also  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  17707. 
—As  to  man’s  sons  holding  on  at  home  till  he  was 
migrated  and  then  going  off,  witness  thought  a man 
with  grown-up  family  would  be  better  able  to  do 
work  of  fencing,  etc. ; a large  grown-up  family  was 
great  asset,  17708-9. — It  cost  no  more  to  migrate  man 
with  large  family  than  without  it  ; the  one  class  of 
house  had  to  be  put  up,  17735. — Man  with  vigorous 
sons  had  better  chance  of  succeeding  on  new  holding; 
little  capital  was  also  advantage,  17736-7. — Strong 
man  needed  same  amount  of  State  help  as  man  with 
no  family,  because  cost  of  house  was  the  same,  17738. 
—Cost  of  migration  reckoned  at  £70  did  not  include 
compensation  for  holding  abandoned,  it  was  net 
loss,  any  excess  loss  was  recovered  by  re-sale 
of  old  holding.  17710.— This  was  allotted  to  ten- 
ants of  small  holdings  adjoining,  17714-5. — As 
example  of  re-sale : they  got  over  holding  from  ten- 
ant migrated,  at  second  term  net  fair  rent  of,  say, 
£5 ; gross  fair  vent  owing  to  improvements  might 
have  been  £8;  in  re-selling  as  untenanted  land,  pur- 
« 
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chase  money  to  be  paid  by  new  tenant  would  be  esti- 
mated on  the  gross  fair  rent;  whereas  had  migrated 
tenant  purchased  it,  price  in  his  case  would  have 
been  on  net  fair  rent,  as  lie  made  the  improvements, 
17715.— The  dead  loss  of  £70  was  incurred  under 
most  favourable  circumstances,  and  was  met  out  of 
Reserve  Fund,  17711-2. — If  tenant  had  to  be  re- 
moved to  good  holding  at  a distance,  so  that  Com- 
missioners had  to  make  buildings  and  fences,  it  could 
not  be  done  at  much  less  than  £170  dead  loss,  17716- 
8. — Cost  of  actually  re-arranging  holding  without 
moving  man  was  very  small,  17718. — It  was  not  a 
fact  that  Commissioners  lost  8 or  10  per  cent,  of  each 
transaction  on  re-arranging  a holding,  17719. — There 
was  net  increase  of  expenditure  averaging  between 
£70  and  £80  when  man  was  migrated,  as  compared 
with  re-arrangement  of  holding  without  migration, 
17720. — In  explanation  of  difference  between  £70  or 
£80  loss  per  migrant  as  contrasted  with  £170  loss 
already  referred  to,  in  case  of  former  loss,  Commis- 
sioners really  expended  on  each  man  £150,  but  bought 
estate  in  such  a way  that  half  would  be  recovered 
as  part  of  tenant’s  purchase  annuity;  in  one  case 
estate  for  purchase  was  valued  on  assumption  of  re- 
arrangement of  holdings,  and  the  worth  of  estate 
then ; carrying  out  of  re-arrangement  involved  cost  of 
£800,  which  was  ultimately  borne  half  by  vendor  and 
half  by  Commissioners,  17721.— The  Reserve  Fund 
could  not  be  recouped  the  loss  of  £80,  17723.— It  had 
not  yet  been  quite  settled  whether  Commissioners 
were  allowed  to  lose  10  per  cent,  on  improvements; 
but  the  loss  referred  to  would  be  loss  in  any  case, 
and  would  have  to  be  defrayed  out  of  Land  Commis- 
sion Vote,  17724-5. — Relinquished  holdings  were 
joined  on  to  neighbouring  holdings,  17726.— There 
was  no  cash  payment  for  this;  value  was  given  to 
tenants  and  assessed  in  their  annuity;  they  got  a 
mod  bargain,  17727-9. — The  cost  reckoned  at  £70  or 
£80  was  much  the  same  as  in  case  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  but  the  latter  added  on  to  each  holding 
about  £2  10s.  or  £3  for  each  house  they  erected; 
Commissioners  did  not  add  to  purchase  money  for  ' 
houses  erected  for  migrants,  17730.— As  stated  in 
Mr.  Doran  s evidence  (Appendix  4),  average  net  cost 
'Of  settling  each  migrant  by  Board,  after  deducting 
portion  of  outlay  charged  to  holdings  and  included  in 
annuities,  was  £84  up  to  March  31st,  1905,  and  in- 
■creased  to  £87  for  cases  dealt  with  in  following  year ; 
it  must  be  remembered  that  this  loss  was  not  properly 
chargeable  against  benefits  conferred  upon  migrants 
alone,  but  also  against  substantial  benefits  to  persons 
{perhaps  to  number  of  4 or  5)  whose  holdings  were 
enlarged  by  addition  of  parcels  of  migrants’  lands ; 
this  also  happened  m case  of  Commissioners,  17733- 
f.— Distance  m migration  increased  cost,  though  not 
in  very  large  proportion,  17739-40,  17742.— Man  could 
not  do  much  with  holding  till  it  was  fenced;  fence 
was  always  got  up  first,  if  possible,  17741. 

Striping  v.  Commonage. 

eaJh  °f  ?e-ari'angement  of  untenanted  land, 

wLiT  glven  sPecific  holding;  witness  obi 

jected  to  commonage,  as  with  this  elerv  man  triVd 

c 

; 

j 

Turbary. 

* xifs  ifv””188? 

on  ro-sale,  bad  feeling  remflted  foVts  dlsP°sal 
chasers ; on  every  estate  dealt  with  K°ng  u naut  Pm’-  P 
of  turbary  had  Lm  loat  “ 7 w“?e“  P"«l  « 

each  tejiant  part  of  l.U  m‘;led  mt  li 

sarily  adjoining  it  17748  0 % * 10  A„no1  ”*»>-  « 

plptshad  VaniaLd™  *”*“?  - 

witness;  m manv  instnn/w,  estates  dealt  with  by  p 
plot  noar  hi,  house,  wheiTuStajSS  "T  eive"  * ** 

««d  another  plot  more  ,1m*’  I”' “IfpS  ZTi  H 
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l-  tained  for  tenants  of  neighbouring  estates  where  the™ 
d was  no  turbary ; with  one  exception  there  had  he™ 

e no  trouble  in  matter,  17749.— Witness  thought  that 

i,  tenants  had  no  right  to  sell  turf;  Land  Commissi™ 
r would  have  power  to  restrain  them  if  they  sol 

f allotted  turf,  so  as  to  impair  security  for  advance 

- 17750-2.— If  the  tenant  paid  off  annuity,  then  Com’ 
missioners  would  have  no  right  to  interfere  17753  __ 

1 If  there  was  plenty  of  turbary  each  tenant  got  enouVb 

- for  at  least  100  years,  17755.  8 ugh 

t 

1 Difficulties  in  the  way  of  Re-settlement-  £a 

* Limit  under  Section  2,  Sub-section  (1)  c.,  etc. 

l Difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  allotment  of  un- 
L tenanted  land  and  migration  were,  that  according  to 
, paragraph  c of  Section  2 (1),  tenant  on  an  adioming 
■ estate  whose  holding  exceeds  £5  in  rateable  Value 

i was  not  qualified  for  additional  land;  this,  witness 

• considered,  very  serious  drawback,  as  such  holding 

; could  not  be  considered  economic,  and  while  tenant 

l with  holding  at  £4  valuation  could  have  it  brought 

i up  to  economic  standard,  £5  holding  could  not  be 

altered;  witness  thought  limit  should  be  extended  to 
£10  valuation;  it  also  might  happen  that  untenanted 
land  might  be  acquired  in  neighbourhood  of  estate 
where  holdings  required  enlargement  and  improve- 
ment, but  where  owner  refused  to  sell,  and  conse- 
quently nothing  could  be  done ; another  difficulty  was 
that  in  many  parts  where  there  was  very  little  un- 
tenanted land  and  great  many  tenants  of  small 
holdings  on  estates  that  were  not  being  sold,  such 
tenants,  even  if  some  of  them  were  willing  to  mi- 
grate, could  not.  do  so  without  landlord’s  consent- 
this  was  often  difficult  to  obtain  and  hampered  with 
conditions,  17755. — It  had  been  obtained  under  con- 
ditions which  could  not  be  carried  out,  17756— In 
one  case  they  proposed  to  divide  surrendered  holding 
between  three  adjoining  tenants,  and  landlord  con- 
sented on  condition  that  the  men  signed  judicial 
agreement  for  old  holdings  and  portions  of  holdings 
■ which  they  would  get,  but  this  would  debar  men 
from  going  into  Court  and  getting  fair  rent  fixed 
5* y,}5  which  Commissioners  did  not  consider 

lghfc,  17757-9.  It  was  not  reasonable,  because  ten- 
ants would  have  been  entitled  to  have  fair  rent  fixed 
in  three  years,  and  landlord  wanted  to  debar  them 
,15  which  period  old  rent  must  be 

e 7?6j’-  .1?768.— It  could  have  been  arranged 
without  judicial  lease  that  tenant,  having  acquired 
£5j  surrendered  holding,  could  not  dispose  of  it 
without  landlord  s consent,  though  he  could  let  it 
upon  eleven  months’  agreement,  17761-2.— The  men 
to  be  moved  were  under  judicial  agreements,  17767.— 
toiiSff7™6?*18.  wh!re  tbere  was  untenanted  land 
SiSSiSri®  °ffersJfor  their  holdings  and  also  for 

Ser  <S-  ’ ?nd  e*tate  was  tllen  offered  for  salB 

Xv  ™ d but  7ltness  had  always  found  that 

tn  tfcSJr®  by-  £.n®nts  for  untenanted  land  was,  owing 
would  L = t0r  ac1uire  it.  in  excess  of  what  it 
would  lie  security  for,  17768-9. 

Comprehensive  Scheme  of  Re-Settlement  Pre- 
ixrablb  TO  Present  Patchwork  System. 

Af  f°°ked  upon,  migration  as  principal  means 

rftfsvm/i °J^ug  conditions  of  sudh  districts  as  had  been 
on  f ™ i;  14  doTrved  evei7  facility  for  being  carried 
in  ord  Jf86  SCale>  17762— Witness  considered  that, 
of  mirr,.  t'°  Ca-?y  ,out,  iully  and  properly  this  policy 
Kr^  f ^011’  cnt  sllould  136  proceeded  with  by  buying 
StSm8  f .^eested  estates  and  providing  un- 
confd  hT  laJld,  H1  Slmilar  quantities;  these  people 
iW  al>out  over  large  area,  and  they  would 

m>rkte fShl*  'xTOM.CSt“fe  “nd  lhOT  " p‘teh' 

Good  Effects  of  Re-Settlement. 

DoSiln^f  doubfc  tba-t  in  estates  dealt  with 

t ^ was  improved,  many  of  them  had 
tillage  and  h0l<5n[?S’-  bad  to  go  long  distances  for 
some°  S€ni,  fa]161r  ca,ttle  to  grazing  farms,  while 

SX  S Sma11  blte  of  gluing  land  for  feeding 
Sle  h d T,fc  ?aJeab'e-  at  high  mat;  thee! 
tiheir  lahom- ^{Uld’  providing  outlet  for 
waTfi!  177d9--rThey  had  fed  stik  until,  it 

Se  bit!  i t0J  or  Meath  man,  on 

land  so  taken  ; they  had  n<yfc  sufficient 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  III. 


155 


STUART,  Mr.  "W .— continued. 

land  to  k«.*p  their  young  stock  till  saleable,  17772. — 

It  was  a wonderful  addition  to  occupier  with  poor 
holding  if  he  got  two  extra  acres  of  good  land,  or 
even  four  or  live  acres  of  middling  land,  17773.— 
Game  and  fishing  came  up  as  practical  question  in 
some  cases  of  purchasing  estates,  but  game  was  worth 
verv  little  on  any  estate  dealt  witlh  by  witness, 
17775-5. 

Claxmorris  Estate,  Terms  of  Saxe. 

With  reference  to  Claiuuorns  Estate,  it  had  been 
stated  by  Commissioner  Wrench  that  Commissioners 
had  given  28  '6  yearn’  purchase  of  Door  Law  valua- 
tion of  nnlenanted  land;  this  was,  in  point  of  fact, 
price  given  by  Commissioners  to  vendor,  but  was  not 
price  at  which  they  sold  i*  to  tenant  purchasers; 
the  untenanted  land  was  required  to  relieve  conges- 
tion and  owner  would  not  take  less  than  price  stated; 
lands  had  been  let  yearly  at  £2,893  10s.,  and  vendor’s 
net  income  had  been  about  £2,485  yearly ; price  given 
and  bonus,  if  invested  at  3i  per  cent,  would  give 
yearly  income  of  £2,380,  or  difference  of  £105  on 
previous  income;  this  sum  if  capitalised  at  3£  per 
cent,  represented  about  £3,000,  and  as  lands  were  re- 
sold by  Commissioners  at  loss  of  £2,500  and  other 
sums  were  spent  in  improvements,  difference  between 
sum  at  which  lands  were  re-sold  and  sum  that  would 
be  required  to  give  vendor  his  net  income  would  be 
oven-  £6,000,  17777.— £3,500  was  lost,  but  if  they  had 
had  to  give  vendor  net  income  at  3£  per  cent, 
fihev  would  have  lost  £6,000,  17778. — They  did. not 
do  'so,  vendor  consented  to  28  6 years’  purchase; 
loss  came  out  of  Reserve  Fund  unless  estate  could  be 
dealt  with  as  congested  estate,  in  which  case  lose 
would  be  charg«S  to  Land  Commission  Vote, 
17779-80. 

Document  put  in  by  Mr.  TT.  II.  Stuart.  f^UI 
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See  also  p.  203. 

Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  Vice-President  of  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction  ; an  original  per- 
manent member  of  Congested  Districts  Board  from  its 
foundation  in  1891 ; had  been  much  interested  in 
problem  of  congestion,  and  while  in  United  States 
took  great  interest  in  emigration  question,  17781. — 

• fc  was  of  practical  importance  to  explain  constitution, 
powers,  relations,  etc.,  of  Department,  which  had  con- 
siderable responsibility  with  regard  to  agriculture  and 
technical  instruction  in  congested  districts,  17782. — 
Establishment  of  Department  was  a link  in  chain  of 
economic  and  administrative  development  of  Ireland. 

Foreign  Competition. 

Outstanding  fact  in  our  agricultural  economy  was 
foreign  competition  ; what  had  been  serious  factor  in 
late  seventies  and  early  eighties  appeared  in  late 
eighties  almost  to  counterbalance  advantage  derived 
by  tenant  from  improvement  of  his  legal  position, 
17784. — Whatever  he  was  producing  reached  Ireland 
cheaper  from  outside ; while  enormous  advantages 
had  been  conferred  upon  him  they  were  counter- 
balanced in  the  late  eighties  by  reduction  in  prices  of 
agricultural  produce  due  to  foreign  competition,  which 
was  a new  factor  of  capital  and  permanent  import 
ance ; bound  to  become  intensified  owing  to  opening 
up  of  virgin  soil  in  western  portions  of  United  States, 
ir.  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  in  South  America, 
especially  the  Argentine,  and  in  Siberia,  17784. — It 
had  not  begun  so  early  in  Siberia,  nor  in  the  Argen- 
tine ; witness  thought  foreign  competition  would  come 
increasingly  from  both  in  the  near  future,  17785. — As 
regarded  special  development  of  foreign  competition 
1 emg  forced  upon  witness's  attention  in  late  seventies 
and  early  eighties,  he  then  foresaw  serious  nature  of 
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competition,  being  impressed  especially  with  opening 
up  and  settlement  of  country  in  Western  America, 
and  development  of  transit  through  building  of  ships 
with  huge  carrying  capacity,  and  in  invention  of  re- 
frigerating processes,  17802. — There  was  very  sudden 
leap  in  early  eighties  ; marked  point  in  advance  had 
been  reached,  17803-5.— From  the  Argentine  would 
come  meat  and  agricultural  produce,  and  from  Sibera 
butter  and  eggs,  which  would  affect  Ireland  very 
much,  17786. 

Imports  from  Siberia. 

Siberia  would  have  been  very  serious  competitor  had 
it  not  been  for  political  complications ; evidence  ten- 
dered t-o  Butter  Regulations  Committee  showed  that 
Siberia  would  probably  be  developed  agriculturally 
in  near  future,  17806-7.— Witness  did  not  anticipate 
importation  of  cattle  from  this  source,  but  question  of 
grain,  of  which  cultivation  was  just  beginning,  re- 
mained, with  poultry,  eggs,  butter  and  flax,  17809-12. 

— Witness  had  gained  impression  that  Siberia  was 
on  the  point  of  becoming  keen  competitor  with  Den- 
mark for  production  of  butter  for  export ; there  had 
been  considerable  exports  of  butter  and  eggs  from 
Siberia  to  this  country,  17813-5.— There  were  no 
statistics  which  showed  exactly  what  came  from 
Siberia,  but  witness  had  return  showing  total  quan- 
tities of  butter,  eggs,  poultry  and  game  imported  from 
Russia  to  Great  Britain  since  1901,  with  return  of 
butter  exported  from  Siberia  ; a great  deal  of  butter 
coming  from  Scandinavia  was  Russian  butter  re- 
exported, 18392. 

Agricultural  Co-operation  Movement.-  Recess 
Committee’s  Deliberations. 

Foreign  competition  induced  certain  persons  to  see- 
urgency  of  supplementary  agrarian  legislation  with- 
economic  movement,  based  on  self-help  principles- 
adapted  from  foreign  countries ; in  the  year  1895  the 
conductors  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  movement 
were  forced  to  study  conditions  of  Continental  agri- 
culture more  closeiy  ; they  became  impressed  with 
necessity  of  getting  from  Government  such  assistance 
as  foreign  Governments  gave  ; Ireland  appeared  at  de- 
plorable disadvantage  compared  with  European  coun- 
1 ries  in  education  of  farmers ; in  1895  Recess  Com- 
mittee was  organised,  which  sent  Commissioners  into 
every  country  from  which  useful  information  could 
lie  gathered,  inquiring  specially  how  far  improvement, 
where  noticeable,  in  rural  communities,  was  due  to 
tlieir  own  organised  effort  and  how  far  to  action  of 
Government,  17786. — Useful  action  of  Government  in- 
cluded education  in  proportion  of  nine-tenths  of  whole 
work,  17787. 

Legislation  following  on  Retort  of  Recess 
Committee. 

Report  of  Recess  Committee  did  not  take  effect 
in  legislation  till  1899  ; course  of  administrative 
development  was — (1)  Congested  District  Board  sec- 
tion of  Act  of  1891 ; (2)  Local  Government  Act  of 

1898  creating  administrative  machinery  which  had 
taken  over  more  and  more  of  Department’s  work ; 
(3)  Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  Act  of 

1899  which  created  Department ; (4)  Land  Act  of 
1903,  which  by  Section  85  repealed  Section  18  of  Act 
of  1899,  anil  thus  enabled  Department  to  extend  its 
work  and  expenditure  into  congested  area,  17788-90. 
— Previous  to  repeal  Congested  Districts  Board  might 
employ  Department  to  do  certain  work  in  congested 
districts,  but  Department  had  no  power  to  expend 
any  of  its  moneys,  17791. 

Department  empowered  to  spend  Money  in 
Congested  Districts. 

Effect-  of  repeal  was  that  Department  were  able  to 
expend  some  of  their  income  through  endowment  in 
eongested  area ; Department  had  two  incomes,  one 
from  fund  applicable  to  whole  of  Ireland,  ancl  one 
an  endowment  from  various  funds,  handed  over  for 
new  functions,  which  had  not  previously  been  dis- 
charged by  various  branches  of  Irish  Government ; 
work  of  Department  included  also  the  consolidation 
of  a lot  of  certain  existing  branches  of  Government, 

n 2 
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17794. — As  to  the  result  of  repeal  of  Section  18  of  Act 
of  1899  by  Section  85  of  Aot  of  1903  being  regarded 
as  a return  to  status  quo  ante,  there  was  no  Depart- 
ment prior  to  that  time,  and  no  one  but  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  exercise  powers ; before  Act 
of  1903  Department  could  not  exercise  powers  in 
congested  districts,  but  now  it  could  exercise  them ; 
the  limitation  of  area  put  in  in  Act  of  1899  was  re- 
moved by  Section  85  of  Act  of  1903,  17792-800. — 
Working  of  Department,  which  was  created  in  1899, 
did  not  begin  till  beginning  of  financial  year,  1900- 
1901,  witli  exception  of  appointment  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent which  took  place  in  1899,  17801. 

Position  of  Vice-Pbesident  oe  Department. 

Constitution  of  Department  followed  lines  of  other 
Departments  up  to  certain  point  and  then  differed 
wholly ; Chief  Secretary  was  President,  and  Vice- 
President  the  working  head,  being  undoubtedly  in- 
tended to  be  a member  of  Parliament,  though  not 
legally  bound  to  be  so;  constitutionally  perhaps  less 
bound  to  be  in  Parliament  than  some  analogous 
officials ; many  people  thought  it  a mistake  that  Vice- 
President  should  be  in  Parliament,  as  it  was  im- 
portant he  should  be  divorced  from  party,  17817. 

Vice-President’s  duties  were  purely  administrative, 
though  they  might  get  mixed  up  with  political  and 
controversial  matters,  17818.— Witness  had  given  evi- 
dence before  Sir  Kenelm  Digby’s  Committee  on  this 
point;  was  much  in  favour  in  days  of  Recess  Com- 
mittee of  the  Vice-President’s  being  in  Parliament, 
and  a subordinate  minister,  chiefly  because  Chief  Sec- 
retary had  so  much  to  do  that  his  responsibility  to 
i aril  ament,  as  regarded  new  Department,  would  be 
merely  second-hand;  later  on,  as  new  popular  ma- 
created  by  Department  developed  and  respon- 
sibility of  Vice-President  to  Irish  public  opinion  be- 
came more  important,  witness  felt  it  was  difficult  for 
Vice-President  to  be  member  of  a party  and  a minister, 
and  preserve  at  same  time  absolute  impartiality; 
witness  s opinion  now  was  that  Vice-President,  if 
given  independence  which  made  him  responsible  to 
popular  element  in  Department,  should  not  he  in 
Parliament,  17819-20. 

Executive  Authority  of  Department. 

Executive  authority  of  Department  consisted  in 
President  and  Vice-President;  functions  were  divi- 
ded ‘between  .a  number  of  brandies;  it  was  staffed 
in  ordinary  way,  and  had  Secretary,  who  occupied 
position  of  permanent  head  of  Government  Depart- 
ment with  two  assistant  secretaries,  one  for  agricul- 
ture and  one  for  technical  instruction,  17822.— It 
had  been  questioned  whether  Secretary  of  Department 
did  occupy  position  as  stated,  but  witness  was  sure 
such  was  intention  of  Parliament,  17823.— If  posi- 
tion of  Vice-President  were  made  permanent  tiien 
Secretary  would  not  be  chief  permanent  officer;  if 
Vice-President  were  not  in  Parliament  he  might  be- 
2"*  permanent  officer,  tot  might  possibly' be  .op- 
pointed  only  for  three  or  four  years,  17824-5.  P 

Council  of  Agriculture — Constitution  and 
Functions. 

AS"™1'™.  Bond  "1  Agritoltare.  and 
Boaid  of  Technical  Instruction  were  all  either  part 
of  oi  attached  to  Central  Government,  17916  — 
JfESi,0*  Mlacultlue  was  appointed  as  follows It 
consisted  of  two  persona  elected  by  County  Council 
^ each  comity,  except  Cork,  whidi  elected  four  on  ac- 
count of  its  size ; there  were  thirty-three  County 

them1ClmndA0fSlat  llu®ber  of  persons  elected  by 

the  Department  nominated,  in 
SS  ’fS  t,mt  numbeL  making  its  total  nomi- 
nations from  a province  proportionate  lo  elective 
element  from  that  province ; if  President  or  Vice- 
President  presided  total  thus  reached  103,  17827.— 
Election  to  Council  of  Agriculture  was  for  three  years 
and  nomination  of  Department  for  same  time,  17828- 
. Election  of  Council  did  not  synchronise  with 
elections  to  County  Council  ; the  term  was  the  same] 


but  County  Council  elections  preceded  hv 
178301  — Elections  were  indliirect,  throuih  py6af’ 
Councils ; County  Councillor  must  sSSe  hS™'1 
pointing  authority  by  one  year,  Sh  *P’ 
advantage,  17831-2.— County  Councillor  «to  ™ 
member  of  Council  of  Agriculture!  and  K 
years  experience  of  County  Council  l" 

Councils  could  see  how  their  predecessors  nomi^3 
behaved,  17833.— They  might,  and  often  did  eta 
from  outside  17834-6.-The  thirty-four 
lives  nominated  were  nominees  of  witni,  X 
simply  toot  tost  representative  men,  iirespeeta 
of  political  party;  they  were  representative  ieom! 
phically  ; witness  was  bonnd  to  take  from  eaKo 

vmce  half  the  number  elected  by  it,  17837-8 Avp 

of  nomination  was  province;  area  of  election  was 
county,  17842.— Functions  of  Council  were  two-fold- 
. they  discharged  electoral  functions  once  in  three  veari 
at  their  first  meeting ; the  other  function  was  de- 
liberative and  advisory,  17842-3.— Witness  held  that 
Council  had  real  power  of  expressing  public  opinion  • 
its  vote  of  want  of  confidence  would  lead  to  bis  im’ 
mediate  resignation,  17843-4.-The  advisoiy  powers' 
extended  to  all  duties  of  Department;  Clause  11  of 
Act  stated  that  Council  of  Agriculture  should  meet 
at  least  once  a.  year  for  purpose  of  discussing  mat- 
ters of  public  interest  in  connection  with  any  purpose 
of  the  Act;  they  had  never  discussed  questions  which 
would  be  likely  to  raise  an  awkward  controversy  or  un- 
pleasant debate,  or  which  would  waste  Council’s 
time,  17845.— During  first  six  years  average  number 
ol  meetings  was  once  in  nine  months  ; now  they  were 

in®^,mo“*h8>  sometimes  sittings  lasted  two 

-J;784t~£heT  I>ePa'rtm€nt  was  convening 
authority,  17847.— It  was  within  witness's  legal 
power  to  oall  Council  more  than  once  a year ; matter 
was  decided  by  questions  arising  on  which  Depart- 
ment or  Boards  felt  they  ought  to  take  public 
opinion ; then  Council  would  be  called,  17848-50. 

Constitution  of  Agricultural  Board. 

Agricultural  Board  consisted  of  twelve  persons,  two- 
thirds  of  whom  were  appointed  by  Council  of  Agri- 
culture and  one-third  nominated  by  Department; 
mode  of  election  was  that  at  triennial  term  of  new 
Council  the  Council  retired  into  four  rooms,  dividing 
themselves  into  four  provincial’  committees,  each 
elected  two  members  to  Board,  while  Department 
nominated  one  for  each  province,  17853,  18330.— 
Members  of  Agricultural  Board  might,  though  not 
necessarily,  be  members  of  Council,  17854-5.—  It  was 
an  indirect  election,  but  men  might  be  taken  to  be 
fairly  representative ; they  filtered  down  through 
these  nominations,  18332-4. 


Constitution  and  Functions  of  Board  of  Technical 
Instruction. 

Board  of  Technical  Instruction  dealt  mainly  with 
subjects  affecting  urban  communities,  and  consisted 
°«  W!  • Pevsons  each  appointed  by  County  Councils 
t • i o n 'a.nc^  BMfast  J one  pea-son  appointed  by 
Joint  Committee  of  Councils  of  the  several  Urban 
County  Districts  in  the  County  of  Dublin ; one  per- 
son appointed  by  Council  of  each  County  Borough 
not  -above-mentioned,  of  which  there  were'  four,  and 
one  Person  appointed  by  the  members  from  each  pro- 
vince of  the  Council  of  Agriculture ; one  person  was 
appointed  by  Commissioners  of  National  Education, 
and  one  by  Intermediate  Eduoation  Board;  and, 
^astfy,  four  by  the  Department,  thus  making  total  of 
ft’  that  outside  eight  members  appointed  by 
Council  and  Department  Boai-d  was  practically  an 
Urban  Board,  17856-7. 

Constitution  of  Committees  of  County  Councils 
and  Urban  Districts. 

Committees  of  County  Councils  and  Urban  Dis- 
tricts for  purposes  of  this  Act  consisted  of  members 
of  appointing  body,  and  also  of  co-opted  outsiders, 
varying  m size ; throughout  all  machinery  there  was 
combination  of  elective  and  nominative  principle. 
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PLUNKETT.  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  H. — continued. 

Devolution  op  Functions  of  Central  Govern- 
ment. 

Most  important  part  of  Department’s  work, 
financed  out  of  its  endowment-,  including  most,  of 
Technical  Instruction  work,  was  strongly  influenced 
by  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  were  really  controlled 
by  Agricultural  Board  and  Beard  of  Technical  In- 
struction, simply  because  they  controlled  funds ; this 
control  enabled  Boards,  after  reveiwing  main  pro- 
posals, to  accept  them  or  to  suggest  modifications  and 
refuse  to  accept  proposals  unless  such  modifications 
were  made,  17857. 

Number  of  Meetings  of  Board. 

There  was  no  fixed  period  for  Board  meetings ; 
there  had  been  thirty-five  meetings  of  Agricultural 
Board  and  twenty-two  of  Technical  Instruction  Board 
since  Depatrment  was  constituted,  17858-60. — There 
was  average  of  about  six  per  annum,  17890-900. — At 
tendance  at  Board  meetings  was  extremely  good, 
17872.— Meetings  were  convened  by  Vice-President, 
17861. 


PLUNKETT,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  H. — continued. 

with  expert  officers  of  Department,  lie  explained  it,_ 
in  all  its  bearings  to  Boards  giving  estimated  C06t  and 
general  details  of  working ; after  discussion  the  Board, 
if  they  approved  scheme,  would  vote  sum  estimated  as 
probable  expenditure  involved,  and  Department 
would  then  proceed  to  work  it  out,  17897. — At  each 
meeting  of  Agricultural  Board  all  different  schemes 
that  had  been  submitted  to  Board  were  set  out,  the 
Board  going  fully  into  any  matters  they  chose  in 
connection  with  them ; if  scheme  were  of  local  appli- 
cation, it  came  before  Board  for  approval,  haying 
already  been  agreed  upon  between  County  Committee 
and  officer  of  Department,  so  that  dissent  would  then 
embarrass  both  local  authority  and  Department, 
17900. — With  regard  to  concrete  scheme,  ac  period 
when  progress  was  reported,  Board  could  criticise, 
and  advise  amendment  of  method  of  carrying  out 
scheme,  but,  without  strong  reason,  they  would  nos 
reverse  what  they  had  already  approved  of,  17901-3.— 
Sometimes  scheme  was  suggested  between  Board  meet- 
ings which  witness  was  certain  Board  would  approve 
of;  he  Sheu  made  himself  personally  and  financially 
responsible  for  proceeding  with  scheme,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  Board’s  sanction,  17904. 


Provincial  Committees. 

Provincial  Committees  were  not  usually  convened 
at  all  except  in  case  of  death  or  retirement  of  one 
of  elected  members  of  Board,  17862.— Their  electoral 
function  was  discharged  normally  once  in  three  years, 
and  when  contingencies  arose,  17863. 


Powers  of  Boards. 

Authority  from  which  Boards  derived  power  of  in- 
terference was  purely  financial,  but  very  effective, 
17864. — They  had  nothing  to  do  with  administration, 
appointments,  etc.,  but  were  very  critical  and  could 
easily  make  wishes  known  if  they  objected  to  any 
part  of  Department’s  administration,  17865-6. — Coun- 
cil had  no  legal  control  over  them,  but  Boards  were 
not  likely  to  fall  foul  of  Council ; two-thirds  of  Agri- 
cultural Board  owed  existence  to  Council,  17867. — 
Boards  controlled  action  of  Department  by  sanction- 
ing a scheme,  or  suggesting  alterations,  17868. 


Procedure  in  Working  out  Schembs  by  Depart- 
ment and  Board. 

In  order  to  meet  difficulty  of  Department,  when 
engaged  in  special  scheme,  needing  more  money  than 
had  been  anticipated,  witness  had  organised  the  fol- 
lowing procedure : at  each  meeting  he  gave,  as  far 
as  possible,  details  of  proposals  for  various  schemes, 
while  Boaird  gave  covering  vote,  allowing  these 
schemes  to  be  carried  out  and  received  full  account  at 
next  meeting  for  this  concession,  witness  consulted 
Board  upon  matters  for  which  he  was  not  responsible 
to  them,  such  as  dealings  with  sea  fisheries,  and  some 
branches  of  technical  instruction,  17869-70,  17889-91. — 
Ultimate  responsibility  remained  with  witness,  but 
thus  machine  worked  harmoniously,  17871. — Work 
sometimes  .actually  begun  before  covering  vote  was 
given,  17893. — Agricultural  Board  bad  approved 
scheme  in  its  entirety,  and  would  not  stop  it  before  it 
was  worked  out;  there  was  such  immense  variety  of 
schemes,  that  elasticitv  of  procedure  was  necessary, 
17894-6. 


Question  of  Friction  between  Vice-President  and 
Boardb. 

Personal  factor  was  of  great  importance  in  the 
whole  business,  but  Boai-d  could,  as  matter  of  fact, 
get  rid  of  Vice-President  if  he  did  not  conduct  him- 
self properly,  17873.— Undoubtedly  Government 

would  remove  him  if  any  serious  friction  arose  with 
Boards.  17909. 

Example  of  Scheme  in  which  Preliminary  Autho- 
rity TO  PROCEED  WAS  GIVEN. 

Witness  gave  concrete  example  of  scheme  in  which 
they  had  this  preliminary  authority  to  proceed,  in 
carrying  out  experiment  in  connection  with  peat- fuel ; 
after  having  worked  out  scheme  as  far  as  possible 


Department  and  Representative  Government. 

With  regard  to  constitution  of  Department  being 
based  upon  principles  of  representative  Government, 
technically,  Department  consisted  only  of  President 
and  Vice-President,  that  was  of  Chief  Secretary, 
ex-officio  President,  appointed  by  Prime  Minister  and 
witness,  as  Vice-President,  appointed  by  one  of 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  17874-7. — If  Depart- 
ment consisted  of  the  two  Boards,  with  Vice-Presi- 
dent as  Chairman,  it  might  rest  more  firmly  on 
principles  of  representative  Government,  but  than 
could  not  be  so  in  existing  circumstances,  because 
a very  large  sum  of  voted  moneys  had  to  be  adminis- 
tered, for  which  responsibility  must  be  to  Parlia- 
ment, 17878. — The  moneys  came  from  various  sources, 
17879-80. 

Relations  of  Department  with  County  Donegal. 

Witness  could  not  say,  at  present,  that  some  popu- 
larising of  Department  itself  would  bring  County 
Committees  into  more  ready  touch  with  it,  because 
Department  had  been  object  of  much  virulent  attack, 
but  friction  between  Department  and  County  Com- 
mittees was  getting  less  every  year,  17881-2. — Ap- 
pointment of  agricultural  instructors  was  main  diffi- 
culty, though  whether  it  ought  to  be  so  was  debate- 
able,  17883. — Witness  could  not  think  it  right  that 
vitally  important  interests,  such  as  working  of  these 
schemes,  ought  to  be  sacrificed  to  friction  between 
Department  and  local  authority ; realising  un- 
fortunate nature  of  dispute,  witness  had  made  sug- 
gestion to  County  Committee  of  Donegal  that  rule  they 
objected  to  should  be  debated  at  Council  of  Agriculture 
but  though  there  were  three  representatives  from  County 
Donegal  on  Council  of  Agriculture  this  was  not  done ; 
witness  believed  there  was  very  strong  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  rule,  17884. — No  guarantee  was  given, 
or  asked  for,  that  findings  of  Council  of  Agriculture,  if 
point  had  been  debated,  would  be  final,  but  strong 
hint  was  contained  in  witness’s  suggestion,  71886. — 
Department  were  most  anxious  to  do  their  part  to  re- 
move any  difficulty  in  way  of  schemes  being  put  into 
operation  in  County  Donegal,  17885. — Witness  could 
not  speak  his  mind  as  to  bringing  County  Committees 
more  into  touch  with  his  Department,  because  he  was 
bound  not  to  take  part  in  general  politics,  17887. — 
Was  aware  that  rule  inferred  to  was  not  peculiar  lo 
his  Department,  17888. 

Boards  and  Committees  a Success. 

Witness  was  entirely  satisfied  with  choice  exercised 
by  Provincial  Committees,  in  electing  Boards, 
17906. — This  experiment  in  democratising  adminis- 
tration of  Ireland  had  been  a success,  apart  from 
kittle  local  troubles,  as  in  Donegal,  which  would  be 
got  over,  17907. — Witness  considered  framing  of  this 
Act-  by  Mr.  G.  Balfour  one  of  finest  pieces  of  con- 
structive statesmanship  ever  seen  rn  Ireland,  especi- 
ally linking  of  their  Act  with  Local  Government  Act, 
17908. 
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PLUNKETT,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  H .-continued.  PLUNKETT,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  K.-coniinued 
Question  of  a Deadlock  between  Vice-Peesident 

AND  BOAKDS. 

Constitution  was,  no  doubt,  such  that  a deadlock 
could  easily  arise  between  Vice-President  and  Boards, 
but  way  in  which  institutions  were  worked  was  of 
more  importance  than  institutions  themselves,  1791. 

— It  was  true  deadlock  might  be  caused  through  no 
fault  of  Vice-President’s  that  difficulty  applied  to 
all  Governmental  institutions,  17911-2.— Final  deter- 
mination as  to  which  was  offending  party  was  in 
hands  of  Government  of  the  day,  since  everything 
that  was  linked  with  Parliament  must  be  so,  17913. 


Coining  to  finance,  the  endowment  fund  of  Depart- 
ment, expenditure  of  which  was  subject  to  approval 
of  Boards,  was  £190,000,  17920.— Under  Section  15 
of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  Act  Depart- 
ment’s annual  income  was  £166,000,  derived  from 
following  sources : Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Customs 
and  Excise  Account,  £78,000;  Irish  Church  Surplus 
£70,000 ; Equivalent  of  Salaries  of  Irish  Judgeships' 
abolished  by  Irish  Judicature  Act  of  1897,  £12,000  ; 
Equivalent  of  Expenses  of  two  Agricultural  Institu- 
tions, at  Glasnevin  and  at  Cork,  now  administered 
by  Department,  £6,000 ; Parliamentary  Vote,  ex- 
cluding £18,000,  which  was  transferred  to  endow- 
ment, and  £25,000  which  went  to  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  though  appearing  in  Department’s 
Pam  amentary  Vote,  was  £147,146  for  year  1906-7,  so 
that  total  income  from  endowment  and  Vote  was 
£337,146,  this  sum  to  cover  all  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration of  Department ; in  first  years,  Department’s 
was  very  &ma11 ! a-t  its  start,  capital  sum 
of  £204,905  was  handed  over  for  capital  expenditure, 
but  it  naturally  took  long  time  to  get  all  machinery 
in  motion,  and  therefore  at  first  expenditure  was 
low ; from  the  very  first  Department  made  education 
chief  agency  in  (its  work,  and  this  necessitated  ex- 
penditure on  buildings  and  equipments,  staffs,  etc., 
also  a great  amount,  of  pioneer  itinerant  work  was 
necessary  to  make  people  understand  objects  of  in- 
stitutions, 17922.—  Surplus  accumulated  during 
°f  . }0W  <\xpeild,iture  P^y  explained 
difference  between  the  £166,000  and  the  £190,000- 
there  was  also  £10,000  far  interest  on 
investments ; £5,000  formerly  paid  to  Royal  Dublin 

l?0™7  fZ  "SF'TY  b““  ot  ll°™»  and  cattle ; 
S'S $2  l,am  ‘he  Maud  Development  Grant ; and 
£®tC2  Coll*“t«d  District.  Board  a.  cmtriVn- 

leaving  balance  m hand  £132,600,  17926P—  It  nre- 
sent  moment  they  were  spending  more  than  their^in- 
S,alf1^mC01l8eiqUfnt1^  reducing  balance,  17927.— 
none  c °f  “ldo'vluon,t  funds  in  past  years; 

back  17928  9 _n,,SaVmgS  ?nJ\le  Votc-  they  all  went 
they’  were  receiv/™”^"*  J3a,a!1?e  of  accumulations 
item  £10,000  of  “ 

bj  nor,„,i 

4°-The^would  Ce if0r  n?mf 
tun-  of"  £347  000  is  redu?ed,  to  annual  expendi- 
administratioii,  17935 Wift^eeard^o  cc?tT,of 
*°  *lc8ate°rlas0mS; 
When,  lowwf^SjndStoS1 *L“"”ltb“.  1™®-- 
poses,  or  experimental  in  „ 6 wa,s  general  pur- 

Instructinn,  Fishf  Technical 

cultural  work  fell  n.nkw  nnmL?”<f  5‘dMtri‘»- 1 W*- 

information,  17936,-TOth  ref™c.''"£" 


about  supplying  assistance  to  jam  factory  on 
sentation  from  outside,  it  had  been  brought  Z ’ 

Mr.  Micks,  in  evidence  ; since  Department  had  rtartS 
some  of  its  most  important  work,  though  it  t u 
time  to  develop,  had  come  to  be  encouragement  nf 
Irish  fruit-gi-owing,  including  both  small  and  orchard 
frrnt,  1793/-8.— One  great  difficulty  to  be  got  over 
was  distribution,  in  fresh  condition,  of  greater  navt 
of  fruit  and  particularly  the  disposing  of  second 
grades  of  fruit  which  could  not  be  consumed  fresh 
m good  fruit-p-owing  districts  as  Drogheda,  market 
for  fresh  fruit,  though  not  good,  was  capable  of  in 
provement;  but  market  for  second  grade  fruit  was  so 
bad  as  to  make  people  in  many  cases  give  up  trvim, 
to  sell,  l?939.~fiy  second  grade  fruit  VitaS  SS 
inferior  qualities,  not  inferior  classes  of  fruit  17940 
1.— I11  case  of  apples,  there  was  elaborate  scheme  for 
growing  varieties  which  would  come  in  between  Eng 
lish  and  American  supplies,  in  point  of  time  but 
here  they  met  difficulty  which  applied  to  many  Irish 
products,  that  until  one  could  produce  improved 
product  m sufficient  quantities  to  get  it  known  in 
some  large  centre  of  population,  and  thus  create  de- 
mand for  it,  it  would  either  only  get  price  of  average 
products,  or  else,  being  sold  under  foreign  brand 
which  it  came  nearest  to,  middleman  and  not  pro 
ducer  would  capture  profits ; Department  had  laid 
down  that,  while  not  its  business  to  pay  cost  of  dis- 
tribution, yet  while  such  an  industry  was  experi- 
mental it  was  justifiable  to  give  pioneer  producer 
such  rebate  on  freight  charges  as  would  put  him  in- 
same  position  111  marketing  small  quantity  as  he 
afterwards  would  be  with  large  quantities;  great 
difficulty  was  to  go  through  experimental  stage  with 
small  output,  and  railway  companies  could  not  be 
expected  to  upset  rates. in  order  to  favour  small  con- 
signments; with  regard  to  disposal  of  second-class 
ln  Drogheda  instance,  when  Department 
started,  jam  factory  had  been  established  privately 
Out  was  not  successful,  since  time  was  not  ripe  for 
enterprise;  the  Department  then  took  up  industry 
vlS!ileS’  e5P?rim?»ting  also  in  drying  fruit  and 
vegetables  and  in  cider-making;  of  course,  with  no 
idea  of  continuing  for  any  length  of  time,  but  merely 
of  experimenting  and  subsequently  handing  over  in- 
dustry to  private  enterprise;  it  then  came  to  De- 
S kV°?led?u  that  Fruit  and  Confectionery. 
Committee  of  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  had 
iefuei?tl(^  to  Department’s  action,  and  it 
•?'  that  questions  would  be  raised  in  Par- 
W 1 ’ ^ltn®ss.  *ook  whole  responsibility  for  matter, 
having  tried  experiment,  both  valuable  and 
to  .hold  on,  and  partially  recoup 
Department  for  experimental  losses,  as  long  as  pos- 
® when  serious  objection  was  raised,  they  at 
°/eV  c°nce11'n  ,t0  private  enterprise ; three 
hnsinp«'tng+id™S  kad  added  fche  fruit-preserving 
to  their  concern,  17942.-It  had  become  local 
W1  wi  ,Portad<?™  a,,d  Drogheda ; another  firm 
Sr  9’611  drymg  of  vegetables ; a company  was 
mid  +hp°  teke  0vei'  Department’s  cider-making  plant, 
W = unsuccessful  jam  factory,  having  been  run 
].  ^ai'  2i\JW0  as  fruit-preserving  business,  was 
’ 17943'-If  this  wliole  business  was  being 
dnnhi  +1  °n’  °n  Department’s  lines,  which  was  no 
the  case,  witness  believed  it  would  develop  very 
confix  Iris]l  mdusti,y,  17944.— Witness  did  not 
had  l ii  Pendltu,re,  on  such  experiments  lost,  thev 
!!l  rJr,aKompl,shed  their  object,  17945-9.— There 
nerimanf  iy  1 am-making  firms  in  existence  before  ex- 
tions17tQiiegaT’  whcV:aised  ^ objection  to  opera- 
dupld  i TJ,T'J.a,n'makiiig  was  not  the  novelty  intro- 
“““  . dl'y™g,  vegetables  and  fruit,  which  was 

as  ind  ‘‘-I’  a 9J51-3,  18393. — It  was  now  established' 
Tnf  '|  „ePei1^'  and  prosperous  industry,  17954.- 
£10  Xlfi  Xp  j lture  011  Dortadown  undertaking  was 
“d  nF°n  Dl°ebeila  *2,719,  18393.-Cider- 
mSea  JZ  ,mt  “Z  Industry,  thongli  Department's 
and  T1  s new;  cider  was  old  industry  in  Ireland, 
Zth  P™Smtv  had  a»»iMed  it*  revival  in  the 
connfl-v  y.re  and  was  good  apple-bearing- 

■rrowm  ^ 1 7ocr  cS  riPened  well,  but  had  to  be  carefully 
in  nvd’av  + 6S’i  Certain  varieties  had  to  bo  grown 
nV  tTnnV0  Set  exactly  right  market,  and  climate  was 
f enough  to  do  away  with  need  for  careful- 
Sarts  m^fl'Chwds;  temperature  was  good  in  some 

find  !,7957-8rVerJ'  Httle  cider  was  drunk  in  Jre- 
j e Irish  make  was  not  quite  known  yef,. 
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PLUNKETT,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  H. — continued. 

17959-60. — Ireland  was  conspicuously  suited  for  cer- 
tain class  of  fruit;  Mr.  Moore,  of  Botanical  Gardens, 
with  other  experts,  was  in  favour  of  Department’s 
fruit-growing  scheme,  which  was  being  developed 
largely  under  his  advice,  17962-3. — At  Cork  Exhibi- 
tion, in  1902,  there  was  fruit  show,  quality  and 
quantity  of  which  astonished  expert  judges,  and  at 
a surprise  Exhibition  in  Dublin,  in  1904,  English 
experts  and  fruit  salesmen  were  astounded  at  fruit- 
growing capacity  of  country,  17964. — This  surprise 
exhibition  was  not  confined  to  gentlemen’s  gardens, 
but  small  growers  encouraged,  17965. — Witness 
thought  that  though  disposal  of  second-class  fruit 
was  obstacle  to  making  industry  profitable,  excessive 
proportion  of  such  fruit  was  not  due  to  climatic 
conditions,  causing  energy  of  tree  to  be  thrown  into 
wood  and  not  into  fruit,  17966-7. — Referred  to  case 
in  which  gentleman  was  induced,  by  success  of  De- 
partment, to  experiment  in  fruit-growing  on  good  graz- 
ing land,  producing  one  of  the  best  young  orchards  in 
Ireland,  17968. — Extent  of  this  land  was  about  five 
Irish  acres,  17969. — Witness  heard  that  good  black 
currants  could  be  grown  even  on  poor  bogland  of 
West,  17970. — Conditions  of  country  were  unques- 
tionably such  that  industry  could  be  successfully 
developed,  but  both  people  and  districts  must  be 
carefully  chosen,  17971. — In  Loughgall  district  of 
Armagh,  which  had  been  served  by  Portadown  ex- 
periment, fruit-growing  industry  ' had  developed ; 
witness  doubted  if  this  were  very  favourable  district, 
17972. — People  there  came  from  Devonshire  origi- 
nally, and  were  prosperous  under  not  very  favour- 
able circumstances,  17972-3. — Some  small  areas  of 
orchards,  since,  industry  were  started,  were  in  the 
fourth  year,  most  in  third,  second,  or  first  years, 
17974. — Spring  frosts  cut  down  blossoms  to  some  ex- 
tent, even  in  Ireland,  17976.— Mild  weather  in  Feb- 
ruary brought  on  blossoms,  which  were  often  injured 
by  late  frosts,  and  summer  winds  were  severe  in  some 
parts,  17977. — Kerry,  though  not  one  of  best  dis- 
tricts, used  to  be  celebrated  for  cider  and  pippins, 
17977-8. 

Expert  Advisory  Committees  on  Horses,  Fisheries, 

Flax-growing,  &c. — Consultative  Committees. 

In  connection  with  powers  of  Department,  there 
were  attached  to  it,  in  addition  to  statutory  bodies, 
expert  committees  who  advised  on  matters  requiring 
expert  knowledge,  17979. — There  were  such  committees 
for  horses,  for  cattle,  and  other  live-stock,  for  flax- 
growing, forestry,  and  tobacco;  on  technical  instruc- 
tion side  there  was  Statutory  Committee,  described  in 
section  23  of  Act  of  1899,  this  was  Consultative  Com- 
mittee on  education ; there  was  also  Consultative 
Committee  representing  school  interests,  and  Standing 
Committee  of  Technical  Associations,  appointed  by 
annual  congress  of  these  associations,  17980.— Expert 
committees  on  live  stock,  flax,  forestry,  and  tobacco 
were  appointed  by  the  Department,  ‘ 17981.— These 
committees  were  merely  advisory,  their  opinion  being 
consulted  and  acted  on  as  far  as  desirable,  17893.— 
There  was  also  Fisheries  Committee  for  inland 
fisheries.  17983-4. 

Technical  Instruction. 

As  to  other  main  functions  of  Department,  witness 
did  not  propose  to  discuss  technical  instruction  in 
detail,  broadly  it  was  divided  into  two  sections,  one 
carried  out  through  ordinary  schools,  secondary  or 
primary,  while  other  dealt  with  education  in  special 
institutions,  17985,  17987.—  There  was  rather  ad- 
ministrative than  educational  difference  in  education 
given  in  secondary  schools,  and  that  financed  from 
local  rates  and  endowment,  given  mainly  in  even- 
ing technical  schools,  17986.— Grants  were  pay- 
able in  day  secondary  schools  worked  under  Inter- 
mediate Board,  and  also  for  technical  subjects  taught 
•m  evening  schools,  there  was  also  immense  amount 
of  itinerant  instruction  in  domestic  economy,  manual 
instruction,  &c.,  17987. 

Itinerant  Instruction,  Manual  Instruction,  &c. 

Manual  instruction  carried  out  by  itinerant  in- 
structors had  been  very  successful  where  instructor 
was  good,  17988-9. — Instructor  stayed  in  one  centre 
nominally  six  weeks,  but  this  might  be  extended, 
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17990. — There  was  no  rule  governing  visits  of  in- 
structor to  same  district,  it  was  partly  controlled  by 
demands  in.  other  localities,  1799a. — As  to  instructor 
in  town  in  County  Mayo,  who  stayed  there  six  weeks, 
and  on  return  after  eighteen  months  found  his  pupils 
had  nearly  all  left  country,  and  had1  to  begin 
with  new  pupils,  leaving  again  after  six  weeks,  this 
town  being  (Jlaremorris,  and  instructor,  Mr.  Lynch, 
witness  would  like  fuller  particulars  of  case,  but 
agreed  that  it  might  be  better  for  instructor  to  remain 
longer  in  one  place  and  finish  work,  but  there  was 
only  certain  amount  of  money  to  pay  these  in- 
structors ; local  committee  could,  if  it  choose,  retain 
instructor  for  a year,  rather  than  have  short  courses 
at  intervals,  but  if  they  decided  otherwise,  witness 
could  not  very  well  over-ride  their  discretion,  17994. — 
If  scheme  were  not  satisfactory  in  Counity  Mayo,  then 
its  committee  should  recommend  modification  to  De- 
partment, 17996. — Witness  personally  would  have 
larger  course  in  fewer  districts,  but  at  same  time  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  with  limited  funds  it  would 
be  wise  to  confine  instructor  to  small  number  of  dis- 
tricts seeing  that  those  districts  left  out  contributed 
equally  from  rates,  17998-9. — Matter  was  really  one 
of  expediency  to  be  decided  between  Department  and 
local  committees,  witness  distinctly  refused  to  admit 
that  short  courses  were  useless,  even  at  long  intervals, 
but  some  compromise  might,  no  doubt,  be  arrived  at 
by  consultation  between  various  authorities,  there 
was  no  constitutional  difficulty  in  the  way,  17999. — 
With  regard  to  expending  money  instead,  on  central 
school  in  county  from  which  permanent  results  might 
be  expected,  such  a school  would  deal  with  very  small 
minority  of  population,  those  who  were  able  to  at- 
tend it  might  become  more  useful  members  of  society, 
but  witness  thought  that  with  means  at  Department’s 
disposal,  present  scheme  was  better,  18000. — The  six 
weeks’  courses  of  manual  instruction  were  preparation 
for  practical  life  of  Irish  farmer,  with  regular  at- 
tendance it  would  give  him  education  small,  but  last- 
ing and  valuable,  18001-3. — As  to  natural  sequence 
of  six  weeks’  course  in  manual  instruction,  if  con- 
tinued for  six  months,  in  Kilkenny  they  had  had 
several  courses,  which  llad  led  up  to  very  promising 
cabinet -making  industry,  18004-6. — Probably  consider- 
ably more  than  six  weeks’  instruction  would  be  re- 
quired before  they  could  start  industry  of  this  kind 
in  County  Mayo'  18009. — Instruction  was  given  in 
use  of  tools,  and  in  applied  drawing,  18007. — Course 
really  was  intended  to  make  students  handy  men, 
enabling  them  to  make  gates,  fences,  &c.  ; it  was  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  their  ordinary  life,  18011-2, 
18042-3. — Summarising  views  on  itinerant  manual  in- 
struction, witness  thought  system  extremely  useful, 
but  agreed  in  desirability  of  longer  and  fewer  courses, 
matter  depended  very  much  upon  whether  pupils 
looked  forward  to  agricultural  or  industrial  career, 
18010. 

Control  of  Board  of  Technical  Instruction  over 
Schemes. 

Advice  as  to  character  of  courses,  &c.,  was  in  first 
instance  given  by  Departmental  experts,  but  before 
any  course  of  instruction,  financed  out  of  moneys 
which  Board  of  Technical  Instruction  controlled  was 
agreed  upon  between  Department  and  County  Com- 
mittees, it  must  have  been  approved  by  Board,  18013. 
— The  Board’s  function  was  financial,  but  on  technical 
grounds  they  might  refuse  funds,  18014. — Procedure 
of  Board  of  Technical  Instruction  was  to  discuss  and 
approve  schemes  agreed  to  between  Department, 
County  Committees,  and  Urban  District  Committees, 
they  could  not  make  scheme,  and  Department  could 
not  make  them  approve  of  it ; it  was  matter  governed 
by  commonsense,  18016-9. — Technical  Instruction 

Board  had  no  legal  power  to  compel  expenditure  on 
projects  of  which  they  themselves  approved,  but  had 
indirect  po.wer,  as  by  refusing  to  approve  of  Depart- 
ment’s schemes,  they  could  force  it  to  a compromise, 
and  induce  modifications  according  to  their  wishes, 
18028-1. — Assuming  that  Board  took  one  view  of 
scheme  and  Department  another,  each  adhering  to 
own  view,  deadlock  would  be  caused  (though  in  six 
years  this  had  not  been  the  case),  but  no  scheme 
could  work  if  those  who  had  to  carry  it  out  could  not 
agree,  18022-3.— This  was  a representative  institution, 
representative  element  should,  and  did,  prevail, 
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18024a. — In  witness's  view  it  was  necessary  in  any 
administrative  scheme  that  ultimate  decision  should 
rest  in  one  hand,  18026. — It  was  very  obvious  that 
schemes  of  technical  instruction  could  not  possibly  be 
administered  by  elected  body  of  twenty-one  men  from 
various  bodies.  18027. — There  were  nothing  constitu- 
tionally wrong  with  principle,  providing  that  one 
man  should  be  responsible  for  administration  of  cer- 
tain work  employing  public  moneys,  but  that  repre- 
sentative body  should  have  right  to  say  whether  that 
work  should  be  carried  out  or  not,  18028. 


Nature  op  Technical  Instruction. 

Technical  instruction  was  small  part  of  ordinary 
instruction,  it  should  be  separated  from  ordinary 
education  given  in  schools  because  it  was  dealing  with 
wholly  different  class  of  pupils,  largely  young  farmers 
who  had  left  primary  schools  and  never  went  to  any 
other,  18031-2. — System  of  apprenticeship  could  still 
be  practised  in  Ireland ; in  definition  of  technical 
instruction  it  was  provided  that  it  should  not  in- 
clude teaching  and  practice  of  a trade,  18033-4. — If 
law  concerning  technical  instruction  were  very  strictly 
interpreted,  it  would  be  difficult  to  carry  out  in- 
struction, 18035. — It  would  give  carpenter’s  appren- 
tice, for  example,  much  better  grasp  of  principles 
underlying  his  work,  this  was  real  aim  of  instruction 
rather  than  teaching  work  itself,  18036-7. — At  same 
time  as  giving  knowledge  of  tools,  &c.,  it  ought  to 
develop  certain  aptitude  which  might  serve  man  as 
tradesman  or  farmer,  18039.— Witness  did  not  think 
reclamation  of  land  was  taught  except  so  far  as 
general  agricultural  principles  were  involved,  this 
was  not  now  principal  industry  in  Ireland,  times  had 
gone  against  bringing  bog  land  into  cultivation, 
18040-1. — Such  rudimentary  teaching  as  described  in 
six  weeks’  courses  was  given  to  boys  in  some  schools. 
There  was  difficulty  of  time  table,  and  often  in 
primary  schools  more  important  things  had  to  be 
taught,  18043-4. — Sir  Kenelm  Digby’s  Committee  had 
been  inquiring  into  all  these  questions,  and  it  would 
be.  better  for  the  Commission  to  examine  expert  officers 
of  Department,  18046. 


Transit  Functions  op  Department. 

Powers  of  Department  were  limited  ,as  to  matter  of 
transit ; the  Department  had  right  to  appear  before 
Railway  and  Canal  Commission,  and  were  charged 
with  duty  of  inspecting  transit  of  live  stock,  with 
powers  to  aid  in  facilitating  marketing  ,and  transit 
of  produce ; with  l-egard  to  appearing  before  Railway 
and  Canal  Commission,  Department  might  appear  on 
™lf  P**»°n«,  being  set  in  motion  by 

them,  18046-7.— They  had  so  appeared  on  only  one 
occasion,  having  important  case  against  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway,  which  proposed  to 
raise  rates  ; m this  case  Department  was  victorious  ; 

4CaSe?,’  °"  instigation,  they  had  always 
iRnav  1^t-Tallwafs  were  actln8  within  their  powers, 
18047.— Tins  smgie  appearance  had  been  criticised 
i hemg  adequate  discharge  of  important 
1-eall7  * was,a  test  case  as  to  railway 
rates  it  had  created  precedent,  and  done  away  with 
necessity  for  appearing  again ; there  was  great  deal 
of  unseen  benefit  an  this  matter  from  Department’s 
fiequent  negotiations  with  railways  in  case  of  any 
'>  railway  companies  were  always  found 
ready  to  meet  Department,  but  such  negotiations 
were  necessarily  conducted  in  secret ; they  had  been 

tion0  inffg  gre?te,r  facilities  **d  expedi- 

180"-100.— On  the  whole  witness  was  satisfied 
were  STS  Iff  °f  *®?otiati?ns,  though  facilities 
1 2*at  could  be  desired  ; companies  had 
always  conceded  more  than  they  were  bound  to,  18101 
—If  law  and  financial  policy  of  Government  in  de- 
vdoping  agricultural  industries  had  permitted  it  wit- 
18?02?U  if  ^ Sid  go  further, 

rallv  noTSl  had  • sPeaklng  of  Ireland  gene- 
rally no  special  case  m oongested  districts  had  re 

Stonere  lri8104°n  v*”?  I^ilway  aild  Canal  Com- 
missioner, 18104.— Moral  effect  of  action  had  been 

resnSTf  "transit  'adva”fc,aS®. t0  agriculture  in 

respect  of  transit . negotiations  on  behalf  of  “air 
grieved  persons " had  w to 

on  whole  question  ; people  knew  more  of  state  of  law 
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and  general  principles  on  which  rates  weve  fixed- 
lack  of  funds  was  reason  for  not  making  greater 
gress  ; under  Section  30  (1)  Department  hid  power  o 
spend  endowment,  subject  to  consent  of  Agricultural 
Board,  to  upon  cheapening  and  expediting  carriatre  and 
distribution  of  produce;  but  to  do  this  in  largely  ef 
fectave  way  would  be  too  heavy  drain  upon  funds' 
18105.— Witness  believed  work  and  powers  of  Depart’ 
ment  regarding  carriage  and  distribution  of  produce 
included  cattle,  though  not  explicitly,  18106.— If  thev 
were  contemplating  exercise  of  such  powers 'of  cowL 
it  would  involve  full  knowledge  of  what  was  in 
eluded  under  term  “produce,”  18107.—  Carriage  and" 
distribution  in  this  connection  simply  meant  carrianv 
to  market  and  disposal  of  there,  18108.— Inspection 
of  transit  was  carried  out  -by  staff  of  inspectors  who 
travelled  wherever  they  were  required,  and  attended 
to  live  stock  and  produce  in  transit,  as  well  as  on 
forcing  all  manner  of  Acts  for  regulation  of  railways 
in  this  matter,  18048-9.— In  connection  with  transit 
of  live  stock  there  was,  at  ports  of  export  and  im 
port,  large  veterinary  staff  in  addition,  and  also 
portal  inspectors,  who  formed  sort  of  intelligence 
department;  .it  was  large  service  taken  over  from 
veterinary  branch  of  Privy  Council,  18049a.— It  had 
entirely  left  hands  of  Privy  Council,  18050 


Statistics  available  of  Live  Stock  in  Couxtrt 
and  Exported. 

Information  as  to  movements  of  live-stock  in  and 
from  Ireland  was  obtained  from  shipping  and  railway 
companies,  18051.— As  to  ages  and  movements  of  store 
cattle,  the  only  way  of  ascertaining  ages  of  cattle 
on  grass  lands  was  to  fake  cattle  census,  except  that 
to  some  extent  census  returns  on  land  could  be 
checked  by  portal  returns,  18061.— Police  returns  gave 
what  was  on  the  land,  18062.— Cattle  on  these  lands 
could  be  numbered  and  classified,  18063.— There  were 
returns  as  to  external  movements;  ages  of  cattle 
leaving  country  were  known,  and  approximately  ages 
of  cattle  going  out,  18054-60. — As  to  question  of  fur- 
nishing statistics  to  show  what  would  be  effect  of  break- 
ing up  grass  lands  on  economic  position  of  Irish  small 
holders,  witness  could  not  say  offhand  how  far  con- 
clusions could  be  based  on  internal  movements  of 
cattle,  18064. — Police  returns  classified  .actual  number 
of  cattle  on  all  grass  lands  at  certain  times  being  prac- 
tically cattle  census  of  holdings,  18065-6.— Witness 
thought  it  possible  to  distinguish  between  number  of 
store  cattle  purchased  by  Scotch  graziers  and  number 
purchased  by  looal  graziers,  18067-8.— It  was  part  of 
Department’s  business  to  have  information  as  to  what 
took  place  at  great  Irish  fairs,  and  veterinary  inspec- 
tors attended,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  ac- 
curate information  as  to  destinations  of  trains  full 
of  cattle  to  different  parts,  18109-11. 


Effect  of  Breaking  up  of  Grass  Lands. 

re§ard  ’*x>  breaking  up  of  grass  lands  and  sub- 
stituting small  farmers  for  graziers,  as  tending  to 
diminution  of  number  of  store  cattle  in  West  of  Ire- 
land,  witness  believed  it  would  lead  to  increase,  pro-1' 
vided  breaking  up  were  intelligently  done,  not  taking 
tor  this  puipose  beet  grass  lands,  which  were  -required 
at  present  as  part  of  agricultural  economy  of  coun- 
try ; witness  referred  to  finishing  landls  in  Meath,. 
Westmeath,  Kildare,  and  other  counties,  18074-6. — 
it  states  Commissioners  did  not  break  up  land ; this 
was  done  by  occupiers ; it  wajs  important  point,  be- 
cause there  was  great  danger  of  redistribution  of 
w™iout  sufficient  agricultural  education,  and' 
sufficient  capital,  etc.,  for  proper  tillage,  18077-8. — 
Assuming  that  land  was  intelligently  worked,  witness 
. Wlf  great  deal  of  land  now  grazed  ought  to  be 
tilled,  but  he  could  not  say  that  grazing  could  be  done 
without,  though  it  could  be  reduced  ; it  could  not  be- 
larmn  ?’r}^10XL^  even  in  five  counties  of  Connaught, 

18079-82.— Market  in  Ireland  for  fat  stock  was  chiefly 
at  Dublin  and  Belfast,  18089.— Market  was  supplied 
by  Irish  fat  stock ; there  w-aji  some  importation  of 
American  dead  meat,  18090.— Irish  fat  stock  was 

mostly  grass-fed,  18091 Witness  could  give  figures. 

snowing  total  number  of  cattle  exported  and  im- 
ported for  each  year  since  i900,  18092. 
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•Co-operative  Grazing. 

Grazing  as  now  practised  on  eleven  months’  sys- 
tem could  be  gradually  displaced  with  benefit,  but 
witness  would  like  to  see  system  of  co-operative  graz- 
ing, 18083.— Thought  objection  that  where  several 
tenants  grazed  on  one  particular  farm  they  took  out 
as  much  and  put  in  as  little  as  possible,  need  not 
apply  to  well-organised  society  of  small  holders ; no 
doubt  this  meant  good  deal  of  agricultural  education, 
18084.— Such  a principle  did  not  necessarily  geii  -rid 
of  the  encouragement  belonging  to  individual  hold- 
ings ; it  had  difficulties,  but  also  enormous  advan- 
tages ; small  Irish  fanners  often  had  to  send  out 
cattle  at  huge  rents  to  occupants  of  grasfe  lands,  as 
their  own  little  patch  of  grass  was  too  small,  18087. 
—Scheme  was  in  its  infancy,  but  promised  well ; case 
of  co-operative  farming  in  County  Meath  had  re- 
sulted in  much  reduced  cost  of  grazing  to  the  indi- 
vidual, 18088,  18093.— If  land  were  striped  up  wit- 
ness tliouglit  position  of  these  small  farmers  would 
be  worse,  but  this  was  not  sufficiently  typical,  18094. 
— There  wore  hundreds  of  such  experiments  in  co- 
operative farming  in  Scotland,  all  very  successful, 
18086-7. 

Assistance  to  Industries. 

Concerning  general  policy  of  Department,  it  would 
be  advisable  for  the  Commission,  besides  studying 
evidence  given  on  th’s  head  before  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  to  examine  some  of  Department’s  officers, 
particularly,  Mr.  Fletcher,  18112a. 

Legal  Powers  of  Department — Limits  of  Competi- 
tion with  private  enterprise. 

Department  could  assist  industries  on  certain  main 
lines,  most  important,  by  means  of  technical  instruc- 
tion; this  was  governed  chiefly  by  first  definition 
clause  of  the  Act,  section  30,  which  defined  technical 
instruction  as  instruction  in  principles  of  Science  and 
Art  applicable  to  industries,  and  in  the  application 
of  special  branches  of  Science  and  Art  to  industries, 
excluding  instruction  given  in  elementary  schools, 
or  teaching  the  practice  of  any  trade  or  employment, 
but  including  instruction  in  use  of  tools,  modelling 
in  clay  or  other  materials,  18113-4. — Second  main 
line  was  by  improving  and  assisting  rural  industries 
which,  according  to  section  30,  sub-section  1,  in- 
cluded aiding  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  forestry, 
dairying,  breeding  of  horses,  cattle,  etc.,  poultry, 
home  and  cottage  industries,  flax  industry,  and  in- 
land fisheries,  with  any  industries  immediately  con- 
nected with  any  of  these  and  instruction  relating 
thereto,  including  also  facilitating  carriage  and  dis- 
tribution of  produce,  18114. — These  words  gave  wide 
discretion,  but  both  this  definition  and  definition  of 
technical  instruction  were  meant  to  debar  Depart- 
ment from  promoting  industries  of  urban  character; 
third  main  line  of  assistance  of  industry  was  collec- 
tion of  information  and  getting  expert  advice  con- 
cerning rural  industries;  this  was  contained  in  pre- 
ceding section,  18115-6. — Powers  of  Department  were 
thus  extremely  complicated,  there  was  great  difficulty 
in  drawing  line  as  to  which  industries  might  be  assisted 
directly  and  which  only  indirectly  through  educa- 
tion, 18116. — In  all  this  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
absolutely  free  hand,  18117. — When  Department  came 
to  put  these  powers  into  operation  they  found  them- 
selves much  hampered,  a quarry,  for  instance,  being 
beyond  their  power  to  develop,  according  to  legal  inter- 
pretation of  definition,  18118-18122. — Peat  manufacture 
also  they  had  imagined  to  be  rural  industry,  but  it 
was_  decided  that  it  did  not  lie  within  the  definition, 
until  witness  argued  that  experiments  with  peat  fuel 
could  be  brought  in  under  agriculture,  as  agricul- 
tural population,  obtaining  natural  fuel  at  less  cost, 
could  apply  labour  thus  saved  to  agriculture,  18122. 
— It  was  held  that  quarrying  was  not  immediately 
connected  with  and  subservient  to  agriculture,  18123. 
—Lime  quarrying  would  have  been  allowable  as  ne- 
cessary for  prosecution  of  agriculture,  1812-45.— The 
quarry  which  they  had  desired  to  develop  was  Lis- 
cannor_  quarry  for  paving  slabs,  18126-7.— Witness 
found  it  difficult  to  distinguish  clearly  between  range 
of  operations  either  agricultural  or ' subservient  to 
agriculture  and  those  which  were  in  nature  of  other 
industries,  18128.— Thought  spirit  of  law  was  tihat 
everything  was  within  their  function,  so  long  as  they 
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did  not  compete  with  private  enterprise  for  produc- 
tion of  finished  article,  but  definition  as  it  stood  did 
not  draw  that  line,  18129. — Department  was  governed 
by  opinion  of  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  18130. — 
Object  of  work  must  be  borne  in  mind;  Act  was 
clearly  aiming  at  development  of  every  industry 
which  had  close  connection  with  agriculture  and  simi- 
lar rural  pursuits,  though  it  had  been  explained  that 
Act  would  have  been  worded  so  as  to  include  quarry- 
ing, had  its  development  been  contemplated.  l8l32. — 
Quarrying  for  purposes  of  agricultural  reclamation 
would  be  quite  legal  under  the  definition,  18131. 

Comparison  of  Powers  with  those  of  Congested 
Districts  Board — Question  of  Competition 
with  private  enterprise. 

Functions  of  the  Department  were  clearly  less  ex- 
tensive than  those  of  Congested  Districts  Board  in 
reference  to  all  those  industries ; in  their  case  there 
was  only  one  restriction,  that  they  must  do  per- 
manent good,  and  not  give  temporary  relief  only ; 
they  had  power  to  spend  public  money  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  any  industry  they  chose,  18133-4,  18144. 
— It  would  be  very  bad  thing  if  they  were  to  spend 
public  money  on  any  enterprise  when  it  had  passed 
experimental  stage,  thus  entering  into  competition 
with  private  enterprise,  but  witness  maintained  that 
Congested  Districts  Board  were  in  legal  position  to 
do  so,  though  no  doubt  powers  would  be  taken  from 
them  if  they  acted  in  this  way,  18135-6. — In  case  of 
jam  factory  at  Drogheda  and  Portadown,  already 
referred  to,  when  they  came  to  a certain  point  it 
was  quite  true  they  thought  that  they  ought  to  go 
no  further,  but  believed  that  legally  they  could 
still  be  running  the  jam  factory,  spending  all 
their  endowment  on  it,  in  competition  with  private 
enterprise,  18139-40. — On  economic  and  adminis- 
trative principles,  such  spending  of  public  money 
would  be  quite  outside  intention  of  Legislature, 
but  witness  was  speaking  of  letter  of  the  law, 
18141-3. — Congested  Districts  Board  • was  entitled 
to  aid  with  its  funds  in  building  up  of  industries 
that  would  permanently  be  of  benefit  to  locality, 
18145. — It  had  at  all  times  been  serious  concern  with 
Board  not  to  aid  in  building  up  any  industry  that 
had  not  elements  of  permanent  success,  and  its  policy 
was  to  aid  them  to  that  stage  when  private  enter- 
prise might  take  them  up,  18146-8. — It  would  not 
be  prudent  administration  to  continue  assistance 
beyond  this  stage,  18149. — In  the  case  of  Foxford, 
which  was  wholly  exceptional.  Board  gave  very  libe- 
ral financial  assistance  on  scale  which,  if  given  in 
large  number  of  instances,  would  have  become  serious 
competition  with  private  enterprise;  but  in  this  case 
there  were  many  peculiar  considerations  making  it 
proper  for  Congested  Districts  Board  to  exercise 
powers  more  fully,  18150. — Question  of  Foxford  in- 
dustry had  come  up  before  Congested  Districts  Board 
more  than  once,  and  there  had  been  complete  unani- 
mity in  approval  of  industry  as  a whole,  18152-3. — 
Witness  thought  that  such  a Board  ought  not  to 
compete  with,  and  above  all,  ought  not  to  discourage, 
private  enterprise;  ought  not,  for  instance,  to  start 
enterprise  with  public  money  if  it  came  to  their 
knowledge  that  some  manufacturer  was  preparing  to 
start  same  industry,  with  good  prospects  of  giving 
employment,  etc.,  18151. 

Claim  of  Irish  Industries  to  Special  Assistance. 

Witness  agreed  that  past  history  of  Ireland  gave 
strongest  claim  to  special  assistance  for  Irish  indus- 
tries, while,  at  same  time  he  did  not  entirely  agree 
with  evidence  of  Mr.  Micks,  at  Dublin;  he  favoured 
indirect  rather  than  direct  means  of  promoting  in- 
dustries— education  in  its  broadest  sense  was  by  far 
the  best,  though  not  most  popular  means  of  assistance, 
18155. 

State  Aid  to  Industries  in  Foreign  Countries — 
Statistical  and  Intelligence  Work. 

Third  main  line  of  developing  industries  was  by 
means  of  collecting  information  and  getting  expert 
advice;  enquiries  and  reports  upon  commercial  possi- 
bilities was  one  of  greatest  and  most  lasting  services 
which  a Government  could  perform;  their  inquiries 
in  this  respect  had  recently  extended  to  foreign 
countries,  where  they  found  that  there  was  not  much 
more  done  for  promotion  of  industries  than  was  being 
* x 
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done  in  Ireland,  18155-6. — Publication  issued  by  De- 
partment— “ Ireland  Industrial  and  Agricultural " — 
put  together  by  late  Dr.  Coyne,  had  spread  great  deal 
of  information  on  subject  of  Irish  resources  and  pos- 
sibilities; after  five  years’  work  Department  had  at 
last  succeeded  in  getting  approximate  account  of  ex- 
ports and  imports  of  the  island;  figures  were  for 
1904,  and  1905  would  shortly  follow,  18157. — Diffi- 
culty had  always  been  in  determining  position  of 
Ireland  apart  from  England,  as  importer  and  ex- 
porter, there  being  no  separate  Custom  Houses  since 
1826;  Department  were  always  ready  to  employ  ex- 
pert services  in  reference  to  any  industries  in  contem- 
plation, services  being  given  free  to  those  about  to 
start  them ; these  were  powers  under  section  5, 
18158-9. — Question  of  State  aid  to  industries  was  one 
of  the  most  difficult  problems,  because  accepting  prin- 
ciple of  no  competition  with  private  enterprise,  it 
was  often  very  hard  to  see  when  such  competition 
would  take  place;  no  doubt  great  harm  would  be 
done  by  aiding  or  even  encouraging  any  form  of  in- 
dustry which  could  not  live  without  State  support, 
IfllfiQ  rr 


Sligo  Church  Furniture  Industry. 

In  case  of  Sligo  industry,  Department  did  not 
assist  it;  industry  was  promoted  by  Mr.  Cockran, 
and  officers  of  Department,  including  witness,  took 
'active  part  in  assisting  him  in  investment  of 
money,  but  Department,  as  such,  put  no  money  into 
enterprise,  which  was  unsuccessful,  18160-1.— Officers 
of  the  Department  assisted  with  advice  in  their  pri- 
vate capacity,  18164-5.— It  was  fact  that  Mr.  Cock- 
ran allowed  those  to  whom  he  gave  his  money  to 
select  any  industry  which  in  their  judgment  had 
greatest  chance  of  success,  18162.— Intention  of  ad- 
visers was  to  develop  school  and  church  furniture 
industry,  and  struggling  sawmills  industry  was  pur- 
chased for  purpose,  but  it  was  found  that  difficulties 
of  development  were  greater  than  had  been  antici- 
pated, and  the  venture,  though  perfectly  fair  com- 
mercially, turned  out  unfortunate,  18163.— No 

teachers  were  endowed  in  Sligo,  18166. 


Armagh  and  Derry  Shirt  Industry. 

.There  was  an  industry  in  Armagh— Co-operative  So- 
. shirt-making — which  Department 
to  K Cfrtain  P°int  ifc  was  landed  over 

to  Manchester  firm  having  business  in  Manchester 
and  Derry  but  competing  firm  took  exception  to 
,,  ®Parlmenfc  s.  actif>n,  saying  it  had  injurious  efiect 
S7DS  industry  18168-9.-The  Department  had 
really  given  very  liberal  teaching  to  people  in  ex- 
?00r  chstrict  badly  in  want  of  home  indus- 
tries,  and  no  doubt  this  action  did  lower  cost  of  pro- 
nomtnbutdV^.S°>far*  be  considered  uneco- 

toS'wiSfnS  1 7i?s  glvmS  people  dex- 

indmtrv  “0h  a,V,coul3  not  hare  promoted 

mid  eiils 1 went  thlS  factor7  wei-c  treated  as  teachers, 
1 *n  7?th  scholarship  and  learnt  the 
facWv  W scholars.hlP  made  up  difference  to  manu- 
between  value  of  trained  and  raw  labour 
vfvln't  A“lstance  which  was  given  would  have  been 
given  to  Home  Industries  Society,  but  thev  came  to 
agreement  with  manufacturer,  and  he  took  over  whole 
organuation,  receiving  scholarship  money  on  condh 
bv  VP!t!SP  OyJn*g  certain  number  of  persons  approved 
by  Department  to  learn  trade,  18171 —The  aaU  who 
came  in  did  not  get  scholarship  money,  they  did  To? 

manent  in  the  place  OTOpid.dmiS  a * be  pw' 
18175.  ^ ’ provided  method  were  sound, 


Question  of  Competition  with  Private  Enter- 
prise. 

As  general  principle,  anything  that  would  create 
industrial  condition  without  actually  running  an 
industry  was  sound,  object  being  to  provide  trained 
labour  supply,  expenses  being  always  proportionate 
to  amount  of  good  anticipated,  18176-7.— Department 
were  mindful  of  this  principle  within  their  legal 
limits,  18178. — As  general  statement  it  was  true  that 
where  industry  was  already  carried  on  by  private 
enterprise,  State  aid  towards  entrance  of  new  rival 
in  sphere  of  industry  must  always  be  more  or  less 
in  nature  of  competition,  18179.— Complaint  from 
private  traders  of  introduction  of  rivals,  even  for 
excellent  purposes,  would  be  quite  legitimate-  no 
State  aid  could  possibly  compensate  for  discourage- 
ment of  private  initiative,  18180. — If  an  industry 
were  languishing  or  moribund,  witness  would  have 
less  hesitation  in  competing  with  it,  because  ob- 
viously no  substantial  injury  would  be  done,  18181. 
— In  eveiy  case  would  not  hesitate  to  create  1 rained 
labour  supply;  was  quite  ready  to  help  any  strug- 
gling industry  to  become  self-supporting,  18182-3.— 
Existence  of  industry  which  ought  to  be  further  de- 
veloped was  often  far  more  important  reason  for 
taking  such  measures  as  already  explained  than  in- 
troduction of  speculative  new  industry,  18184.— On 
the  other  hand,  there  was  no  use  in  attempting  to 
bolster  up  industry  dying  for  want  of  demand,  18185. 

Holidays  and  Industrial  Efficiency. 

It  was  the  case  that  in  contemplating  competition 
of  British  and  Irish  factories  one  had  to  bear  in 
mind  frequency  of  holidays  among  Irish  operatives, 
but  holidays  were  readjusted  with  view  to  require- 
ments of  industry,  that  was  if  workers  attended  to 
religious  duties  early,  they  could  work  later  in  the 
day ; such  an  arrangement  was  made  for  quarries  at 
Mountchaiies,  for  creameries,  etc.,  18187-90.— Wit- 
ness had  understood  from  Irish  clergy  that  while  it 
was  not  necessary  to  deal  with  question  of  Irish 
operatives  working  less  number  of  hours  in  the  week 
than  British  workmen,  until  occasion  arose,  yet  if 
industry  demanded,  those  in  authority  would  come 
to  arrangement  with  promoters  of  industry,  18191.— 
Witness  was  aware  that  two  holidays  in  the  week, 
for  J ewish  community,  did  not  interfere  with  its 
progress  and  success,  18192. 


Relations  of  Board  and  Department — Dual  v. 

Single  System  of  Administration. 

With  regard  to  desirability  of  dual  or  single  sys- 
tem of  administration  of  that  portion  of  work  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  which  was  analogous  to 
Department’s  work,  witness  pointed  out  that  De- 
partment had  large  sphere  of  work  which  did  not 
aPP'y  non-congested  districts  only,  but  to  whole 
“ra 2.. > su°h  as  administration  of  Fishery  and 
Inland  Fishery  Laws,  etc. ; when  Department  was 
excluded  from  exercising  functions  in  congested  dis- 
tricts  reason  was,  broadly,  that  Congested  Districts 
.Board  had  done  immense  amount  of  good  work, 
were  very  popular,  and,  if  there  had  been  any 
proposal  to  abolish  Board,  probably  Agriculture  and 
ractim  Act  would  not  have  been  passed 
1899,  18193. — Mr.  G.  Balfour’s  view,  as  he  told 
witness,  was  that  single  administration  was  better 
than  dual  administration,  and,  had  he  been  un- 
trammelled in  his  judgment,  he  would  have  merged 
Board  and  Department  in  some  way,  18194,  18266.— 
in  1903  position  was  that  Department  had  to  apply 
all  its  funds,  of  about  £100,000  a year,  for  develop- 
ment of  agriculture  in  non-congested  portions  of  Ire- 
land, while  Congested  Districts  Board,  with  propor- 
lonately  much  greater  income,  was  performing  simi- 
lar  work  in  congested  districts,  18194.— £100,000  was 
avaualne  for  agriculture  and  rural  industries,  under 
definition  of  section  30  (1),  18196.— Congested  Dis- 
ricts  Board  were  able  to  spend  in  congested  dis- 
tricts much  more  per  head  of  the  population  than 
Department  could  do,  18198.— Witness  had  in  mind 
Snnn00”16,’  not  reproductive  income,  of  Board,  the 
i.«0,U00  made  up  from  various  sources,  18199.— This 
sum  had  to  provide  for  administration,  but  provision 
for  land  operations,  all  expenditure  not  repaid  by 
purchasing  tenant,  had  come  into  stated  appropria- 
tion of  funds,  18199-201. 
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Rating  Difficulty. 

Administrative  difficulties  that  arose  on  creation  of 
Department  were — (o)  area  of  congestion;  electoral 
division  was  area  not  known  to  Department’s 
Act ; under  section  16  (6)  of  1899  Act,  rate 
had  been  raised  practically  all  over  Ireland ; 
Department  was  working  with  110  local  repre- 
sentative bodies,  and  these,  as  well  as  Rural 
District  Councils,  could  all  raise  rates,  and, 
as  principle  was  to  do  work  through  local  authorities 
as  far  as  possible,  difficulty  arose  where  portion  of 
administrative  area  over  which  rate  might  be  raised 
was  congested,  and  where  money,  though  raised 
partly  on  such  areas,  could  not  be  spent 
therein ; it  was  therefore  decided  to  raise  rate 
for  purpose  of  Department’s  work  over  non- 
congested,  and  mainly  non-congested,  rural  dis- 
tricts, excluding  the  congested  and  mainly  congested; 
Congested  Districts  Board  agreed  to  contribute  pro 
rata  in  respect  of  congested  portion  of  area  included 
in  district  over  which  rate  was  raised,  18202. — This 
arrangement,  which  was  the  only  practical  one  in 
the  circumstances,  necessitated  much  difficult  adjust- 
ment between  Department,  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  County  Committees  of  Agriculture;  these  last 
harassed  by  regulations  under  which  their  schemes 
had  to  be  sanctioned  by  Board  in  respect  of  con- 
gested districts,  while  whole  schemes  had  likewise  to 
be  sanctioned  by  Department;  complications  and 
overlapping  could  not  foe  avoided,  18202-3. 


Amending  Act  of  1902. 

In  1902  Act  was  passed  to  enable  County  Com- 
mittees to  include  all  non-congested  and  exclude  all 
congested  electoral  divisions  from  the  rate,  but  some 
County  Committees  refused  to  put  this  Act  into 
operation ; change  in  system  becoming  necessary, 
negotiations  between  Board  and  Department  took 
place  while  Act  of  1903  was  going  through,  and  wit- 
ness agreed  on  behalf  of  Department  and  Agricultural 
Board  that  Clause  18  of  Act  of  1899,  which  pro- 
hibited Department  from  spending  any  of  its  endow- 
ment in  congested  districts,  should  be  repealed,  though 
pointing  out  that  justice  to  rest  of  country  precluded 
any  large  diversion  of  funds,  18203. — In  using  word 
“ district  ’ ’ witness  meant  rural  districts  in  partly 
“ district  ” witness  meant  rural  districts  in  partly  con- 
gested counties,  18204.— One  difficulty  prior  to' 1902, 
was  that,  in  partly  congested  county,  a district  might 
have  some  electoral  divisions  labelled  as  congested,  and 
others  that  were  not,  this  making  a hopeless  confusion, 
■as  there  was  no  means  of  raising  rate  for  electoral 
division ; smallest  area  for  which  rate  could  be  raised 
was  rural  district,  18204. — Under  1899  Act  rate  had 
to  be  over  whole  county;  under  Technical  Instruction 
Acts,  rate  could  foe  over  whole  county  or  rural  dis- 
trict, 18205. — Until  Act  of  1902  it  was  not  possible 
for  county  authority  to  levy  rate  limited  to  non- 
congested  area,  this  being  probably  accidental  omis- 
sion in  Act  of  1899,  which,  while  allowing  Depart- 
ment to  insist  on  rate  being  raised  over  whole  county, 
so  that  it  might  be  able  to  take  up  Department’s 
schemes,  did  not  provide  for  Department  giving  any- 
thing in  return  for  rate  to  that  portion  of  county 
scheduled  as  congested,  18206. 


Land  Act  of  1903  and  Tbansfer  of  Agricultural 
Functions. 

After  passage  of  Act  of  1903,  enabling  Department 
to  operate  in  congested  districts,  working  arrange- 
ment_  was  come  to  between  two  bodies,  given  in  Ap- 
pendix to  First  Report  of  Commission,  pp.  269, 
270,  18206. — This  arrangement  came  before  Agricul- 
tural Board  and  was  sanctioned  by  them  ; there 
were  three  authorities  to  be  consulted— Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  Department,  and  Agri- 
cultural Board,  the  latter’s  approval  being  neces- 
sary before  any  agreement  between  the  two  for- 
mer could  be  carried  into  effect;  view  put  forward  in 
Mr.  Wyndham’s  minute,  dated  October  13th,  1903, 
was  that  land  functions  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
were  now  assuming  predominant  importance  in  view 
of  passage  of  1903  Act,  that  they  could  not  spend 
so  much  money  as  formerly  upon  other  functions, 
particularly  upon  agricultural  development,  and  that 
m handing  over  agricultural  functions  to  Depart- 
ment they  could  not  give  sum  of  money  equivalent  to 
previous  expenditure,  18207-8— Act  of  1903  had 
already  become  law  when  this  Minute  was  written; 
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it  was  pointed  out  in  Minute  nihat  when  using  words 
“primary”  and  “secondary”  work  in  regard  to 
relief  of  congestion  they  referred  only  to  order  of 
time,  that  was,  that  re-distribution  of  land  must 
come  before  schemes  for  developing  agricultural  in- 
dustry ; it  was  provided  therefore  that  as  primary 
work  of  Congested  Districts  Board  was  completed, 
funds  should  be  devoted  in  aid  of  secondary  work  of 
Department,  and,  in  meantime,  a sum  to  supple- 
ment Department’s  work  in  cases  of  widespread 
poverty  should  be  given;  accordingly,  £2,000  per 
annum  was  handed  over  and  Board’s  establishment 
at  Chantilly  for  keeping  breeding  animals  through 
winter  season ; the  transfer  would  not  have  effect  of 
depleting  savings  of  Agricultural  Department  or  frus- 
trate its  policy,  as,  in  proportion  to  completion  of 
Board’s  primary  work,  further  funds  would  become 
available,  for  pushing  on  secondary'  work  of  agricul- 
tural and  technical  instruction ; it  appeared  from 
this  last  consideration  that  Chief  Secretary  and  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  recognised  financial  policy  of 
Department  in  banking  up  surplus,  this  being  done 
with  knowledge  that  large  capital  expenditure  would 
be  required  for  educational  institutions  as  soon  as 
teachers  could  be  trained,  and  country  was  ready  for 
the  commencement;  witness  had  always  regarded  this 
policy  with  special  pride,  18209. — There  was  consider- 
rable  balance,  but  not  as  much  as  witness  would  like, 
18210. — Memorandum  also  seemed  to  foreshadow 
handing  over  of  further  sums  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  Department  as  primary  work  became  com- 
plete; these  considerations  being  important  .from 
point  of  view  of  Agricultural  Board,  as,  Memoran- 
dum having  been  brought  before  them,  their  subse- 
quent action  was  based  on  these  anticipations,  18210. 
As  to  distinction  apparently  drawn  in  Minute  be- 
tween primary  functions  of  Congested  Districts 
Board,  embracing  land  purchase  and  relief  of  con- 
gestion, and  secondary  functions,  comprising  agricul- 
tural schemes,  thus  distinguishing  between  relief  of 
congestion  and  agricultural  schemes  for  benefit  of 
congested  districts,  probably  what  was  meant  was 
that  obvious  direct  remedy  to  congestion  was  migra- 
tion, enlargement  of  holdings,  and  changes  of  tenure 
as  distinct  from  developing  agriculture,  18211-5. — 
On  11th  November  of  that  year  matter  came  before 
Agricultural  Board,  who,  after  long  discussion, 
stated  in  confidential  Minute  that  the  Vice-President 
said  Department  estimated  sum  of  at  least  £5,000 
would  be  necessary  for  present  year,  in  addition  to 
the  £2,000  to  be  transferred  from  Congested  Districts 
Board  for  agricultural  schemes  in  scheduled  congested 
districts,  adding  that  Department  intended  to  - ask 
each  County  Committee  concerned  to  include  con- 
gested areas  in  operations  of  their  agricultural 
schemes;  he  therefore  proposed  that  Board  should 
sanction  expenditure  of  £5,000  in  connection  with 
arrangement  in  question ; the  Board  concurred,  but 
desired  to  place  on  record  their  feeling  that,  whereas 
their  Endowment  Fund  was  intended  to  be  applicable 
only  to  non-congested  areas,  and  expenditure  in  con- 
nection with  work  taken  over  from  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  must  materially  trench  on  that  fund, 
deficit  shoiild  be  recouped  at  earliest  possible  date, 
18215. — This  referred  to  question  of  funds  being 
available  on  completion  of  primary  work,  18216. — 
They  hoped  that  Chief  Secretary  would  see  his  way 
to  release  further  funds,  relying  on  fact  that  Mr. 
'Wyndham’s  Minute  seemed  to  hold  out  hope  of 
Congested  Districts  Board’s  being  able,  in  a short 
time,  to  give  funds  formerly  spent  on  work  that 
Department  was  now  to  do  to  Department  to  do  it 
with;  what  Board  did  was  to  give  Department  £2,000 
for  work  which  was  then  costing  about  £11,000,  and 
as  matter  of  fact,  Board,  who  had  been  spending 
about  £3,000  on  Parish  Committees,  in  present  year 
spent  about  £12,000,  so  that  difference  between 
amount  they  were  spending  in  1903  and  amount  given 
to  Department  for  work  taken  over  was  practically 
diverted  to  Parish  Committees’  work,  18217.— Depart- 
ment took  over  that  £11,000  worth  of  work,  with 
£2,000,  putting  upon  them,  roughly  speaking,  £9,000; 
additional  expenditure,  18220-1. 


Parish  Committees. 

Witness  thought  highly  of  Parish  Committees,  but 
regarded  them  rather  in  light  of  temporary  expedient, 
18218— They  were  doing  work  largely  analogous  to 
agricultural  work,  and  saving  which  Board  effected 
x 2 
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by  transfer  of  work  with  sum  of  £2,000,  enabled  them 
to  subsidise  Parish  Committees  to  extent  of  £9,000, 

18222. — Witness  knew  that  Mr.  Wyndham  thought 
very  highly  of  Parish  Committees,  18223. — As  to  their 
efficiency,  witness  thought  that  wherever  Parish 
Committee  was  working  efficiently  it  would  be  great 
mistake  to  abolish  it,  but  that  possibly  there  were 
defects  in  their  organisation;  while  special  treat- 
ment was  doubtless  required  in  these  districts,  he 
looked  forward  to  time  when  there  could  be  uniform 
System  of  administration  for  economic  and  social  de- 
velopment throughout  country  and  division  between 
•congested  and  non-congested  districts  be  done  away 
with,  18261. — Additional  expenditure  on  Parish  Com- 
mittees, rendered  possible  by  Board’s  economy  of 
£9,000,  was,  in  exact  figures,  £8,131,  having  been 
£3,114  in  1903,  and  £11,245  in  1906,  18226.— Wit- 
ness was  not  wishing  to  base  any  argument  upon  the 
figures,  only  that  when  considering  great  difficulties 
of  the  Department  on  taking  over  Board’s  work,  due 
weight  should  be  given  to  fact  that  Department  was 
not  able  to  be  as  bountiful  as  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  been,  18228. 


Expenditure  op  Department  in  Congested  Dis- 
tricts— Reply  to  complaint  that  the  Depart- 
ment WAS  DOING  LESS  THAN  ITS  DUTY,  ETC. 
Department  had  not  been  able  to  spend  as  much 
as  Board  had  been  doing,  for  administrative  as  well 
as  financial  reasons ; for  instance,  one  difficulty  was 
that  Department’s  principle  was  different,  as  they 
worked,  as  far  as  possible,  through  local  authori- 
ties, who  raised  rate  in  order  to  participate'  in 
schemes,  while  Board  did  all  their  work  through 
central  office;  moreover,  sanction  of  Agricultural 
Board  for  taking  over  work  and  expenditure  in  con- 
gested districts  was  not  obtained  till  November,  by 
which  time  all  agricultural  schemes  had  been  ar- 
ranged witli  the  thirty-three  County  Committees,  and 
Congested  Districts  could  not  be  brought  into  scheme 
till  following  year— that  was  until  1904,  18231-2— 
Department’s  expenditure  on  agricultural  schemes  all 
over  Ireland  was  for  first  year  (1901)  £17106 
second  year  £35,209,  third  £39,888,  fourth  £53,377,’ 
fifth  £59,881,  sixth  £64,480,  and  for  current  year 
estimate  was  £80,220,  18232.— Until  1903  Department 
could  not  spend  money  in  congested  electoral  divi- 
— Expenditure  under  Counties  scheme, 
m 1904-5,  the  first  year  of  new  system,  was  £11,719, 
m the  counties  part  of  which  ,are  congested,  and 
m addition  £3,248  was  given  for  special  schemes 
m congested  districts,  18236— Matter  was  compli- 
cated by  having  County  schemes  which  now  applied 
to  whole  country  alike,  and  the  congested,  districts, 
after  1903  got  their  share  of  total  County  scheme 
and,  in  addition,  supplemental  expenditure.  18237-9 
—With  regard  to  question  of  whether  Parish 
Committees  spent  their  money  upon  objects  not 
strictly  agricultural,  such  as  road-making,  im- 
provement of  dwellings,  etc.,  witness  thought  a 
g?eat  deal  had  been  done  by  parish  authorities 
to  teach  cultivation  and  development  of  land,  but 
ioo/in  in0t  a be  take-n  as  ob  jeering  to  expenditure, 
xc>a4U-l.-  A wrong  impression  might  be  caused  as  to 
real  objects  of  expenditure,  because  complaint  now 
was  that  under  Congested  Districts  Board  this  sum 
had  been  spent  in  improving  cattle  and  so  on,  and 
now  such  work  was  practically  abandoned,  even  going 
so  far  as  to  say  that  people  were  not  getting  proper 
return  for  £2,000  handed  over  to  Department  and 
tims  creating  prejudice  against  it,  18242a— Witness 
understood  he  was  wished  to  answer  statement  that 
department  was  doing  less  than  its  duty;  this  he 
could  not  admit,  though  it  was  doing  less  than  Con- 
gested  Districts  Board,  18243— Would  like  to  put 
C?m3?jSSu0n  mam,  lines  of  Department’s 
ri-  should  be  remembered  that  in  1903  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  been  at  work  for  twelve 
anf  Department  had  now  been  at  work  prac- 
tically on  y two  years,  because  they  could  not  imme- 
that -,t0  meth0ds  administration 
k2tS  nd  Districts  were  accustomed  to;  work 

inl,,Cr  tf^COmn’iite|!S  Wai  raPidl7  increasing  in 
volume,  and  would  be  much  greater  to-day  but  for 
2Sln  created  by  operations  of  two  public  bodies 
f nE^depe1ndentl?:  for  Pe°P]®  locality 
it  must  have  been  almost  impossible  to  distinguish 
between  functions  of  Board  and  of  DepartSnt, 


18244— For  twelve  years  people  in  congested  districts 
had  been  accustomed  to  receiving  assistance  from 
Central  Department,  and  they  must  require  time  t 
get  used  to  receiving  it  from  Committee  of  Loeli 
Authority;  also  Congested  Districts  Board  had  much 
larger  sum  to  spend  per  head,  18247— County  Com 
mittees  were  bodies  through  which  Department  acted 
but  not  Congested  Districts  Board  ; with  Parish  Com 
mittees  Department  had  nothing  to  do;  tliev  had 
relations  with  Congested  Districts  Board,’  18245  6 — 
Commission  would  doubtless  bear  in  mind  that  monev 
which  Department  were  apparently  rather  chary  of 
giving  iaway,  was  allotted  specifically  for  rest  of 
country,  which  had,  therefore,  claim  upon  it-  also 
there  had  been  comparison  drawn  between  work  of 
County  Committees  and  Parish  Committees-  the 
former  were  quite  new  to  the  work,  and  in  first  ’years 
Parish  Committees  were  not  satisfactory,  though 
they  were  now  much  improved ; altogether  there  htd 
been  many  difficulties ; actual  expenditure  of  Be 
partment,  as  against  £2,000  received,  was  in  1904 
£1,969  on  County  schemes  in  congested  areas,  and  on 
supplemental  schemes,  £3,248;  the  next  year  on 
Comity  schemes  £2,180,  and  on  special  schemes 
±4,514;  m current  year  estimate  was  for  £3100  on 
County  schemes,  and  £5,700  on  supplemental 
schemes,  18248— Supplemental  fund  came  out  Tem 
dowment,  18249.— As  to  putting  in  rate-spent  money 
also  in  case  for  Department  if  it  were  raised  off  a 
district  people  might  resent  its  being  looked  upon 
as  a benefactor,  18250— All  these  figures  could  be 
tabulated. — In  addition  there  was  sum  of  £10  000 
voted  by  Agricultural  Board  in  connection  with 
potato  famine  in  winter  of  1904-5,  by  far  greater 
part  of  which  was  spent  in  congested  districts 
and  was  free  grant  18251— It  was  given  under  Seed 
Potatoes  Act,  18252— Witness  was  quite  aware  that 
Congested  Districts  Board  could  not  have  expended 
funds  for  this  purpose;  it  was  matter  of  doubt 
whether  Department  ought  to  have  done  so,  18253  — 
Witness  feared  they  would  not  get  back  any  of  the 
no  non’  18254-~ Sum  spent  for  purposes  for  which 
. d!  cnotransf,e-red  was  on  averaee  for  last  three 
Din  ono’-’  .W0Fkl,ng  out  at.  more  than  that  if  the 
£10^0°  were  included,  18255-6— Witness  would  fur- 
nish outline  of  schemes  in  congested  districts,  county 
by  county,  on  which  Department’s  expenditure  had 
been  made,  18257-8— In  giving  further  information, 
at  another  date,  witness  would  bear  in  mind  Mr. 
s"  A- 

Views  on  Best  Treatment  of  Congested  Districts. 

The  proposal  witness  wished  to  put  before  Commis- 
that  ,I)eEarfc?ient  should,  in  some  districts, 
administer  centrally  the  special  treatment  required ; 

A ^ <***  sooner  this  work  could  be 
delegated  to  committee  of  local  authority,  the  better 
bi ; DStr°?g  feelins  of  Department  and  of 
Agricultural  Board  was  that  what  was  lost  at  be- 
wil  „gfln  admiIustrative  efficiency  in  working  with 
was. gained  many  times  over  as  local 
authority  increased  in  interest  and  experience,  18259- 
+voafnJlt!i?SS  _tlat  fbe  sooner  poverty  could  be 
frnlv  tt W rever  and  not  in  special  districts 

S Jr  "I016  raPldl3’  work  of  social  and  material 
ft*1*  y°uld  ProSress>  18261— Memorandum 
Witness  s views  in  full  would  be  prepared, 
_•  j * Grafting  this  witness  would  bear  in 
Tnd  .Congested  Districts  Board  was  origin- 

sPecial  needs  of  particular 
Lpvisln+^fi^+t’  to  its  being  intention  of 

to  3’ba? . Doard  should  pull  up  congested  areas 

verv  ^ i condltlon> . , witness  thought  plan  adopted 
Ifiert  fbPl  ifnd  SeijS lble ; Mr‘  A-  Balfour  saying  in 
of  IriRS±he  EW°Uld  five  Iar«e  capital  snm  to  body 
tWh+^+n  Wl}°  rght  be  relied  npon  to  give  best 
ticalfv  no  «!0rk’  Jettmg  tbem  expend  income  prac- 
tliffprlnt-  they  chose ; but  this  was  when  wholly 
different  state  of  things  existed  from  now ; witness 
^erl  being  set  up  in  1906,  com- 

— ■ With 3T.Congfsted  Districts  Board  was  in  1891,  18265. 
anr>nra»,+ega*d  durarion  of  Board  and  Parliament’s 
apparent  intention  that  it  should  last  till  work  was 
if  ^ was  efficient,  witness  thought  that 

do  xpot-l  existed  in  country  another  body  which  could 
1?odern  wa7>  a way  more  in  har- 
th  le?’?latlve  enactments  since  Act  of  1891, 
such  a proposition  might  hold  no  longer,  18267. 
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Definition  of  Congestion;  Department’s  Working 
Definition,  etc. 

The  working  definition  which  Department  and 
Agricultural  Board  had  adopted  of  congestion  was 
“ a condition  of  poverty  due  to  deficiency  of  land  or 
of  other  means  of  earning  what  was  necessary  to 
maintenance  of  decent  standard  of  living,  18269. — 
Witness  referred  to  rural  congestion,  excluding  every 
town  that  was  not  a village,  18270.— This  was  work- 
ing definition,  applicable  to  conditions  with  which 
Congested  Districts  Board  were  dealing  in  •certain 
districts,  and  Department  all  over  Ireland,  excluding 
towns  and  cities,  18271-2.— Definition  applied  to 
rural  Ireland,  with  reference  to  special  con- 
ditions requiring  to  he  relieved,  and  different 
from  some  definitions  in  tihat  it  was  not 
meant  to  apply  solely  to  a deficiency  of  land 
nor  to  any  particular  district,  18273.— As  ito 
difference  between  this  definition  and  definition  of 
congested  districts  as  congestion  of  labourers  with 
allotments  where  there  was  no  local  demand  for  their 
labour ; such  a definition  would  hardly  apply,  for  in- 
stance, to  a fishing  village,  18274-5. — Another  defini- 
tion was  that  rural  districts  were  congested  whenever 
large  percentage  of  their  inhabitants  were  unable  to 
obtain  decent  livelihood  by  working  in  it,  q_r  from 
any  industry  which  enabled  them  to  maintain  per- 
manent connection  with  locality,  this  witness  accepted 
substantially,  18276-8.— He  had  brought  up  matter 
in  order  that  when  discussing  application  of  existing 
measures  to  exceptional  conditions,  Commission 
might  understand  what  he  meant  by  exceptional  con- 
ditions, 18279.— Definition  of  some  sort  was  necessary 
when  administering  public  funds,  18280. — Witness 
would  do  away  with  present  definition,  which  ex- 
cluded several  districts  where  there  was  congestion  as 
marked  as  in  scheduled  districts,  18281-2. — Definition 
that  was  originally  adopted  had  in  view  administra- 
tive convenience,  but  in  working  proved  to  ibe  em- 
barrasing  and  inequitable;  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  frame  any  satisfactory  definition  on  available 
statistics;  policy  for  generally  developing  backward 
rural  communities  was  necessary,  with  special  treat- 
ment for  congested  districts,  without  giving  them 
statutory  right  to  be  specially  treated,  18283.— This 
opinion  was  formed  as  result  of  witness's  experience, 
18284. — Element  of  valuation  in  ratio  to  population 
could  not  be  taken  as  guiding  factor ; personal  in- 
spection and  knowledge  of  people's  life  was  essential 
in  determining  whether  district  required  special 
treatment,  18285. — Witness’s  definition  would  leave 
widest  discretion  to  administrative  authority ; he 
would  rather  leave  definition  to  administrative  au- 
thorities responsible  for  economic  development  of 
backward  districts,  than  attempt  to  define  bv  statute 
which  were  communities  or  districts  needing  special 
treatment,  18286,  18289. — As  to  question  with  what 
amount  of  congestion  district  should  be  leavened 
in  order  to  be  regarded  as  congested,  witness 
would  not  at  all  accept  over  20  per  cent,  as  percent- 
age, 18287-8. — Restriction  for  local  authority,  under 
witness’s  definition,  would  lie  in  defining  decent 
standard  of,  living ; it  was  hoped  standard  of  com- 
fort in  Ireland  would  rise ; such  a standard  as  kept 
Irish  people  at  home  to-day  would  not  keep  them  at 
home  ten  years  hence,  18291-2. — As  to  leaving  abso- 
lute discretion  to  Estates  Commissioners  or  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  deal  within  district  which  they 
regarded  as  needing  to  be  dealt  with  as  congested, 
rather  than  confining  them  to  jurisdiction  limited 
by  definitions,  witness  would  not  like  to  prescribe 
policy  for  Estates  Commissioners,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  Estates  Commission,  18293-5. — Witness 
could  not  answer  question  as  to  whether  there  was 
■objection  to  giving  whatever  body  was  constituted  the 
administrative  authority  for  dealing  with  congestion 
absolute  discretion  as  to  when  and  within  what  dis- 
tricts that  special  power  should  be  exercised  till  he 
had  some  idea  of  what  was  administrative  body  and 
what  its  sphere  of  administration,  18296-9. 

Expenditure  by  Department  in  Congested 
Districts. 

With  regard  to  expenditure  of  Department  on 
•Congested  Districts,  for  the  years  1904-5,  1905-6,  and 
1906-7,  the  amount  was  £20,711,  plus  whatever  por- 
tion of  the  £10,000  given  under  Seed  Potatoes  Act 


fell  to  share  of  congested  districts,  probably  £9,000 
of  it,  18300.— The  £10,000  was  given  for  the  whole 
of  Ireland,  but  the  vast  proportion  was  given 
to  congested  districts,  18301. — The  sum  came  from 
Department’s  endowment,  which  proceeded  from  more 
funds  than  one,  18302-3. — This  £10,000  was  a free 
grant ; effect  being  that  cost  to  purchasers  of 
potatoes  was  reduced  to  that  amount,  18304.— Wit- 
ness thought  it  was  suggested  at  the  time  that  in  the 
past  no  interest  was  paid  on  seed  loans  by  those  who 
got  the  seed  potatoes ; that  interest  was  paid  out  of  a 
certain  fund,  which  had  now  passed  into  Depart- 
ment’s endowment,  and  that  interest  was  now 
charged  to  people  who  got  seed  loans,  18305. — The 
£10,000  was  contributed  from  the  fund  out  of  which, 
formerly,  interest  had  been  paid,  but  was  neverthe- 
less a free  grant,  because  it  was  absolutely  within 
discretion  of  Agricultural  Board  to  vote  it  or  not  to 
vote  it,  18306-7. — It  was  the  fact  that  interest  was 
formerly  paid  out  of  Church  Temporalities  Fund, 
which  had  been  handed  over  to  Department,  but  this 
was  given  to  be  expended  with  concurrence  of  Agri- 
cultural Board  for  certain  specified  purposes,  and  no 
obligation  lay  upon  Department  to  finance  Seed 
Potatoes  Act,  18309. — It  might  be  that,  if  the  fund 
had  not  been  touched,  money  would  have  been  avail- 
able. to  pay  interest  for  people  who  now  pay  it,  18310. 
— The  expenditure  of  £20,713  above  mentioned  was 
spent  with  same  objects  as  by  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  to  produce  permanent  results,  18311. — 
The  £9,000,  intended  merely  to  produce  temporary 
results,  was  brought  into  matter  because  it  was 
mostly  expended  in  congested  districts,  and  witness 
was  defending  Agricultural  Board  from  charge  of 
niggardliness  in  that  regard,  18312. — Taking  the 

£20,000  odd,  it  might  be  said  that,  on  duties  as- 
signed for  which  £2,000  a year  was  paid,  Depart- 
ment had  spent  nearly  £7,000  a year,  and  in  addition 
£10,000,  or  rather,  such  part  of  it  as  was  assignable 
to  congested  districts;  that  was,  they  were  £14,000 
out  of  pocket  on  transactions  in  congested  districts, 
having  had  three  payments  of  £2,000,  and  Agricul- 
tural Board  felt  they  could  have  been  more  liberal 
in  the  congested  districts  if  they  had  not  had  to  pay 
this  exceptional  sum,  18313-4. 


Question  of  absorption  of  Board’s  work  by  De- 
partment, WITH  EXCEPTION  OF  PURCHASE  AND 
Sale  of  Land. — Resolution  of  Agricultural 
Board  and  Procedure  Recommended. 


As  to  Agricultural  Board’s  action  with  regard  to 
work  in  the  congested  districts,  a resolution  passed  at 
meeting  of  the  Board  on  17th  October,  1906,  defined 
tlieir  attitude : that  it  was  to  interest  of  country  as 
a whole  that  single  central  authority  should  adminis- 
ter public  moneys  available  for  agricultural  and  in- 
dustrial development,  through  technical  instruction 
or  otherwise ; that  Department,  at  present  discharg- 
ing, without  adequate  funds,  certain  functions  of 
congested  Districts  Board,  would,  if  required,  under- 
take such  functions  in  full,  save  those  relating  to 
purchase  and  sale  of  land,  provided  transfer  were 
accompanied  with  transfer  of  adequate  funds,  and  of 
statutory  powers  given  to  Board  but  not  to  Depart- 
ment; that  while  general  principles  and  procedure 
of  Department  were  beginning  to  bear  good  fruit,  ex- 
ceptional treatment  would  have  to  be  applied  to  par- 
ticular districts,  and  therefore  Advisory  Committee 
from  among  those  who  had  had  experience  in  im- 
poverished districts  might  advantageously  be  consti- 
tuted ; that  in  vie.w  of  system  of  administration  prac- 
tised by  Congested  Districts  Board  it  was  advisable 
to  urge  County  Committees  to  apply  their  scheme  as 
far  as  possible  over  entire  administrative  area,  but 
special  schemes  necesssary  for  exceptionally  poor  dis- 
better,  at  first,  bo  centrally  administered 
18315-6  18318,  18324,  18396. — Purchase  and  re-sale 
of  land,  referred  to,  included  work  of  striping  and  re- 
settling land  and  migration ; these  functions  it  was 
^Proposed  should  dc  taken  over  by  Department, 
18325-7.— Witness  was  aware  that  suggestion  had 
been  made  that  land  side  of  work  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  should  be  transferred  to  Estates  Com- 
o!  Bo"d’»  schemes 
to  Department  would  mean  disappearance  of  Board 
except  as  Advisory  Committee  for  area  at  present 
+ire +te<*  i13  conge^d  ’ .Board  would  not  necessarily  be 
that  Advisory  Committee,  but  it  seemed  probable 
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18319,  18415. — There  • was  precedent  for  such  Ad- 
visory Committee  in  Department’s  present  Advisory 
Committees,  18320. — There  was  no  precedent,  to  wit- 
ness’s knowledge,  in  British  Islands  for  Depart- 
ment’s organisation,  but  there  were  plenty  abroad, 
such  as  Danish  Department  of  Agriculture,  18320a-1. 
— Board  of  Trade  had  advisory  committee  on  com- 
mercial intelligence,  18322.— Witness  did  not  think 
proposal  to  make  Congested  Districts  Board  an  ad- 
visory body  on  this  basis  was,  so  to  speak,  a compas- 
sionate allowance;  as  result  of  much  thought  and 
administrative  experience,  he  had  come  to  conclusion 
that  resolution  of  Agricultural  Board  was  generally 
sound,  but  recognised  that  no  step  should  be  taken 
without  giving  fullest  weight  to  opinion  of  Congested 
Districts  Board,  which  had  had  much  larger  ex- 
perience of  congested  districts;  thought  at  present 
stage,  powers  of  two  bodies  might  be  merged  ; the 
growth  of  Department’s  system  alongside  that  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  could  not  be  contemplated, 
18323.— Main  point  was,  for  many  reasons,  that 
there  should  be  single  authority,  and  not  two  authori- 
ties practically  doing  same  work,  18369,  18371  — 
Witness  would  suggest  that  powers  and  funds  should 
go  with  functions,  whatever  alterations  might  be 
made  in  constitution  of  Department  or  Congested 

istricts  Board,  to  deal  with  whole  work,  18370. 

Authority  might  possibly  be  remodelled,  18372 —All 
witness  held  was  that  Department  as  at  present  con- 
stituted  and  as  likely  to  be  developed,  was  fully  com- 
w?.rk  of  Congested  Districts  Board,  ex- 
P*  and  funct,°ns,  18373. — Assuming  that  Depart- 
ment was  to  be  ultimate  authority  for  dealing  with 
whole  subject,  he  fully  agreed  with  suggestion  of  hav- 
. b°dJ  of  advisers  to  represent  interests  of  locality 
°f  ^“iltur.l  Board,  £ 

Sttoeblddl^ustedb\8g380n"  °M  ”^“£2 

posed  to  take  ovf.  r ■~]^embers  present  who  pro- 

KrV™fMrerAf“?«r  sr 

Downes,  Colonel  N EveSd  qfo  A Ba&’  M»-  R- 
ft  Dough,  Lord  MoXigto'  tMr' 

Stale  IffiSL-Thosodfd  not 

18434— Dr.  Kdlv'  iTA”1  Ros’'  Dr.  Healv, 
of  suggestion  to  wit™«  lSaA’S??1  “7  “PProwIl 

which  he  knew  Most  Rev PBr  rvr!m015iw  mattor  on 

but  this  was  “ *»■«{?. 

reason  for  not  expressing  oktaoF  1843S  41  1,18 

S'  Most  Dp'evKeS  ‘o’ifed  F V^25 

freely  according  toStheir^ii^*Pte*88^l  °Preions  quite 
Districts  BoardSwL  iml  •^!men>  ^—Congested 
in  this  way  that  bv  ilnr^6pe?1<i®nt  of  the  executive 
could  administer  funds  in  any°wS  it 
very  wide  discretion,  and  had  nnT  +1  * ^0S?  under 
Government  for  permission  to  nl  ! t ,,^PP1y  to  Irish 
Act,  18382. — Its  VS W4  unR  within  its 
but  Board  was  comparatively  Parliament, 

to  Castle,  18383,  18385.— Elpellw^114  flth  regard 
reg  to  sub-heads  by  which  HonTe^  n™*  be  accord- 
‘he  taon.y,  but  there  wer.tr^S 


Those  officials  of  Board  who  were  permaneM-  ri.ir 
servants  were  member,  of  a Department  wl.dse  AA 
appeared  as  officials  of  Congested  Districtel™!?*?1 
the  votes,  18386. — £2,500  of  money  wS  I” 
Board  m the  vote  was  voted  unde/  heading  ftSJj 
ment  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  InstiicS  * 
Ireland,  18387.— This  was  mere  formality,  piobabw 
because  it  was  temporary  Commission,  it  l,,,  l3 
separate  vote  of  its  own,  18388— With  reform! 
future  administration  of  Congested  Districts  to  '? 
control  of  its  funds,  Sc.,  witnjs  thonita  he  miSA 
giving  evidence,  have  accepted  suggestion  contain?  - 
question  3400,  addressed  to  Mr  bora n w,111 
18389-90.  He  was  distinctly  of  opinion’ that,  hfi 
regard  to  conditions  under  which  effective  administra* 
tion  of  Congested  Districts  might  be  carried  out  tW 
conditions  could  be  fulfilled  by  modification  J u? 
Department,  18392-Wished  tS  mate  H c£ 
that  he  agreed  with  necessity  for  enceptfonai  teit 
ment  as  suggested  m question  3400,  but  was  convX 
that  examination  of  work  and  progress  nf  . 
ment,  its  difficult™,  *c„  would  sC®St  ll 
with  its  local  affiliations,  it  was  fully  competent  to 
make  this  contribution  to  economic  development  of 
TOuntry  ; no  Government  Department  had  ever  W 
submitted  to  such  an  ordeal  as  this  Department  in 
°f  Inq,Uir7  held  shortly  after  Pits  creatio“ 
T ler®  wc,"ld  be.  no  difficulty  except  financial 
ttoned  1839fiPr°D  dlfg  fOT  f*'*™1**  conditions  men- 
tmned,  18395. —Development  of  witness’s  scheme  would 
substantially  take  the  form  expressed  by  resolution 
TkoAAriC^lturan- Boafd  already  referred  to,  18396  — 
centrtldVEgfTmittee-T4nli0ned  therein  would  be 
wed  38397  g?f  here  local  committees  as 

weu,  18397.— It  would  be  helpful  to  have  local 

!SSattl0f’  but  ihey  must  be  advisory  rather  than 
administrative,  as  far  as  Department  was  concerned 
when  schemes  were  worked  by  County  Committees’ 
iS2^18405 7m’gi£  dAste  tanctions  to  local  £2 
W lV184S6'7'~The,  scheme  for  congestion  would  be 
Kw>£ht  ”3*  SPntro1  of  Agricultural  Board,  advised 
rtonkf6*?*!?  9°nge9tlon”  'Committee,  18398-9  — Ag- 
ricultural Board  was  m direct  .relations  with  County 

emS^cffrom  th®  ?at  two:tbirds  its  numbw 
Idvtoed  Deu^tmenf  bldllS>  P0Slt'1On  Was  tllat  Board 
cation  Wl?PpJ.,  f n hlC-y  was  m direct  communi- 
Commi7toil  Cou“‘y  Councils,  which  appointed  County 
Uunmittees,  so  that  there  would  be  point  of  contact 
The^sf  A^cffitura1  Board  and  county,  18400-1.— 

SgoSld  SSF  t Which  miS“  b®  called 

congested  Districts  schemes,  using  term  in  its 

Camming’  w“  d not  be  administered  by  County 
would  S but  38  to,  main  scheme,  Department 
Stee  W ft?17,  eildea/our  with  County  Com- 
SSUi-ftV  should  frame  scheme  so  as  to  meet 
area  18409  3 P<Sier  Portlons  °f  their  administrative 
cised  ove,™^7liler?  ,W0^ld  be  Popular  control  exer- 
18404  5 T PP*emental  scheme  on  Departmental  plan, 
CoZcil^fn.PrOCeSS,T0f  development  of  Count; 
would  largely  would  expect  that  their  functions 
ferred  to  fn  ?xtend  *°  more  minute  functions  re- 
velopment  fl,thlS  que®tJ1°,n>  18408,-Pending  such  de- 
ZSlf  W°uId  be  no  sPecial  branch  of  De- 

becauso  rtf  of  ^ creafed  to  deal  with  special  districts, 
treat  solwln  1,^1  ,tbat  was  inadvisable  to 

£K  nSK  dl+ffcTlcts.  differently  from  other  dis- 
bHS.S’KS??*  - '^aan  would  be  to  bring 

tW  wrtni?  iL1CtSu7lth  State  help  up  to  level  where 
18409-10  TiU°+3 able  to  join  general  organisation, 
would  ho  JE?  &Z  w?re  brought  up  to  that  level  they 
wish  to  d^f013^^  dea^b  with,  but  Department  did  not 
Ef  PnSS “bi,pr®“ni  system  in  this  respect,  but 
autbontv  rtvL  8hr,M  CSntinue  t0  b®  controlling 
some  dilfriVfo1  +Rhole  end°wment  fund,  18411-2.— In 
sSal  wo.uld  be  special  officers  doing 

analogo^S ^ work  fbese  cases  would  be  doing 

these  k n ,adJ°reing  districts,  18413.— AU 

countv  and  ,,  were  administered  by  committee  of  the 
so  that  in  srt.v,r0U®'b  °®cers  appointed  by  the  county, 
would  not  ho  ° cc2ni(t?es  central  supplemental  scheme 
7eouiri^  o^o  a county  with  small  district 

grant  in  m-d  ptl°naf  treatment  might  be  given  special 
which  conl/  ff  t0u  PU*  in.  operation  special  scheme 
Denartmonf  be,  administered  by  local  authority  ; 
authoritv  to  develop  administration  by  local 

StnfW  “ P°s^ble,  but  problem  of  rais- 
and  such  i,n4;ackwar^  people  was  very  complex  one, 
and  such  bodies  as  Congested  Districts  Board  and 
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Department  could  better,  in  first  instance  at  any  rate, 
administer  centrally,  18414. — Agency  necessarily  em- 
ployed outside  functions  of  County  Committees  and 
organisations  for  raising  congested  tracts  to  level 
of  rest  of  country  would  be  local  committees,  and 
perhaps  Parish  Committees  in  some  districts ; main 
work  in  first  instance  would  have  to  be  done  rather 
intensively  by  body  of  expert  officers,  18415. — Witness 
did  not  differentiate  between  officers  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  and  those  of  Department,  but  adminis- 
trative principle  was  involved,  Department’s  principle 
was  gradually  to  broaden  basis  of  their  popular  con- 
trol rather  than  continue  Board’s  system,  even  with 
Parish  Committees  this  did  not  lead  in  same  degree 
to  social  development  as  Department’s  system,  18416. 
— Department  wanted  to  introduce  popular  control 
into  their  agency  for  dealing  with  congestion  as 
rapidly  as  was  consistent  with  sound  economic  ad- 
ministration, 18417. — It  would  be  very  difficult  for 
Committees  of  County  Councils  to  act,  although 
they  were  administrative  bodies  set  up  by 
statute,  18418.  — Simplicity  mights  bo  carried 
too  far;  in  dealing  with  complicated  problem,  expert 
work  would  be  required,  also,  in  congested  districts 
direct  administration  by  central  body  had  prevailed 
for  fifteen  years,  consequently  giving  all  such  work 
over  to  local  body  would  be  very  sudden  revolution, 
18419. — Class  of  work  dealt  with  in  this  way,  exclud- 
ing purchase,  sale,  and  distribution  of  land,  would  be 
general  agriculture  and  industrial  development,  mainly 
through  education,  which,  in  its  broadest  sense,  was 
real  remedy,  though  in  present  depressed  condition 
of  people  more  immediate  forms  of  assistance,  such 
as  improvement  of  live  stock,  etc.,  could  not  be  dis- 
pensed with,  18421. — Congested  Districts  Board  had 
already  divested  itself  of  handling  of  agriculture 
schemes,  except  agricultural  portion  of  Parish  Com- 
mittee schemes;  the  Board  still  dealt  with  industries, 
18422-3. — Board  had  budget  of  £5,000  or  £6,000, 
managed  by  Mr.  Walker;  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
take  over  these  schemes  and  co-ordinate  them,  18424-5. 
— With  regard  to  fisheries,  at  present  managed  by 
Mr.  Green,  an  officer  in  Department,  it  would  be  no 
dislocation  of  work  to  take  them  over,  18426-7. — Wit- 
ness considered  work  of  domestic  economy  of  enor- 
mous importance  and  it  was  intended  to  be  carried 
out  thoroughly  in  rural  districts.  18428-9. — If  such 
transfer  of  amalgamation  were  effected,  Department 
would  be  able  to  find  employment  for  all  staff  of 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  many  more,  if 
adequate  funds  were  given  to  carry  out  policy  of  Agri- 
cultural Board,  18430. — So  that,  if  Congested  Districts 
Board  were  to  disappear,  its  work  would  be  carried 
on  by  Department,  and,  so  far  as  congested  tracts 
were  fit  for  it,  under  popular  control  of  County  Coun- 
cils, but  change  must  come  about  gradually, 
18432. — Witness  had  already  agreed  that  iit 
would  b?  important  for  Commission,  in  decid- 
ing which  body  would  be  better  qualified1  to 
direct  operations  in  the  future,  to  investi- 
gate question  in  congested  area  itself,  18444. — 
County  Councils  had  indirectly  a voice  in  selecting 
Agricultural  Board,  18445. — They  named  Comity 
Committees,  18446. — County  Committee  had  no  direct 
relations  with  Agricultural  Board,  but,  no  doubt, 
strong  influence  with  it,  first  through  Council  of 
Agriculture,  and  secondly  because  every  local  scheme 
coming  to  Agricultural  Board  for  its  approval,  had 
first  been  thrafifhed  out-  between  Department  and  Local 
Committee,  or  else  approved  in  principle  by  Board, 
before  going  to  County  Committee,  18447. — Re- 
lations, however,  were  direct  and  immediate  between 
County  Committees  and  Department,  18448. — Regard- 
ing scheme  for  popular  element  in  various  bodies 
which  assisted  Department,  the  Department  itself 
consisted  only  in  technical  sense  of  Chief  Secretary 
and  Vice-President,  18450. — Agency  of  Department 
bring  largely  through  local  Committees,  witness 
thought  that-  Parish  Committees,  as  conceived  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  ought  to  provide  the  services 
of  the  best  men  in  the  locality  for  that  locality, 
18452-3. — As  to  centiral  agency  being  necessary  at  first, 
to  administer  special  treatment  to  congested  areas, 
witness  meant  the  Department  of  Government,  as  dis- 
tinct from  local  representative  body ; he  had  in  mind 
only  two  bodies,  Congested  Districts  Board  and  the 
Department-,  18454. — A special  agency  would  .be  re- 
•quired  for  building  up  congested  area  to  a quasi  nor- 
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mal  condition,  with  qualifying  desire  to  delegate 
more  and  more  work  to  local  authority  as  poor  dis- 
tricts were  brought  up  to  higher  level,  18455. — Agency 
at  present  established  to  do  that  work  was  Congested 
Districts  Board,  in  congested  districts,  18456-7. — 
Witness,  though  filled  with  admiration  for  work  done 
by  Congested  Districts  Board,  was  inclined  to  think 
that  work  had  perhaps  been  done  on  wrong  lines, 
though  even  where  results-  were  negative,  it  did  not 
follow  that  time  or  money  had  been  wasted,  18458. — 
In  considering  whether  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  be  disbanded  while  still  doing  effective  work, 
the  sole  consideration  should  be  how  work  could  be 
most  efficiently  done;  if,  since  Board  was  formed, 
whole  system  of  administration  in  the  country  had 
become  democratised,  and  people  were  gradually  be- 
coming familiarised  with  methods  of  organised  self- 
help,  more  important  than  anything  the  'State  could 
do  for  them,  then  witness  thought-  time  had  come 
to  consider  whether  the  institution  ought  not  to  be 
revised  in  view  of  altered  circumstances;  as  matter 
of  administrative  experience  he  held  that  system  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  no  longer  suited  peculiar 
needs  of  country,  18459. — It  would  be  of  the  first 
importance,  and  part  of  work  of  the  Commission  to 
ascertain  views  of  sensible  people  in  districts  most 
affected,  18460. — View  that  one  could  not  pronounce 
on  question  who  had  not  studied  districts  was  most 
strongly  held  by  Agricultural  Board,  several  members 
of  which,  such  as  Sir.  P.  O’Neill,  had  made  personal 
study  of  some  of  poorest  parts,  for  this  very  reason, 
18461. 

Powers  of  Government  to  Effect  Change  in 

Administration — Question  of  Change  being 

Desirable. 

In  the  resolution  Agricultural  Board  made  condi- 
tion of  being  asked  to  undertake  functions,  witness 
resumed  they  would  be  asked  by  Government  of  the 
ay;  understood  that  Irish  Government  had  power, 
under  Act  of  1899,  to  transfer  by  Order  in  Council 
all  functions  of  Congested  Districts  Board  to  Depart- 
ment, so  that,  if  Board  were  to  agree  with  tins  resolu- 
tion, no  legislation  would  be  required ; no  doubt  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  would  be  asked  their  opinion, 
18336-9. — Witness  could  not  speak  too  highly  of 
members  of  Board;  a real  knowledge  of  congested 
•area  was  more  important  qualification,  therefore  it 
would  be»  important  for  a man  either  ro  i-eside  a while 
in  congested  districts  or  to  go  about  generally  through 
poorest  parts,  18340-2. — Going  through  congested 
area  one  could  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  a great  deal, 
18343. — If  (it  were  necessary  to  institute  comparisons, 
witness  thought  that  Department  had  done  work 
for  fisheries  and  industries  comparable  to  that  of 
Congested  Districts  Board,  taking  into  account  re- 
spective funds,  available  powers,  and  time  that,  bodies 
had  been  at  work,  18344. — It  would  be  very  impor- 
tant for  Commission  to  see  with  their  own  eyes  work 
dome  by  Board  for  fisheries  and  industries,  and  to 
profit  by  Board's  experience,  &c.,  18345. — As  to  agree- 
ment about  handing  over  work,  witness’s  idea  was 
that  it  would  be  strongly  opposed  at  first  by  some 
members  of  Congested  Districts  Board,  but  that  even 
in  some  congested  districts  feeling  would  be  the  other 
way,  18347. — Feeling  :in  airea  itself,  whether  for  or 
against,  was  factor  to  be  considered,  but  necessary  al- 
lowance made  for  change  of  principles  upon  which 
work  was  to  be  carried  on,  18348. — With  regard  to 
time  when  such  agreement  about  transfer  of  functions 
might  be  expected,  when  all  facts  were  before  the 
public,  witness  believed  there  would  be  st-rong 
majority  in  favour  of  Simplifying  administration  by 
having  single  system  on  lines  of  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, 18349-52. — He  would  not  postpone  single  sys- 
tem to  time  when  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
done  its  work  of  pulling  up  West  of  Ireland  to  nor- 
mal conditions,  because  that  was  distant,  18353. — 
It  was  matter  of  his  own  knowledge  that  Board  had 
already  done  a great  deal  towards  the  levelling  up  of 
those  districts,  18354. — Witness  considered  that  Vice- 
President  of  Department  of  Agriculture  ought  not 
to  express  political  views,  in  his  official  capacity, 
and  deprecated  questions  of  a political  character, 
since  he  was  at  present  giving  evidence  in  his  official 
capacity,  18355-62. — With  regard  to  consideration  of 
constitution  of  Congested  Districts  Board,  on 
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account  of  changes  resulting  in  last  fifteen 
years — from  . Local  Government  Act,  for  in- 
stance— it  was  ^possible  that  further  political 
changes  im  Ireland,  might  take  place  in  another 
year,  but  witness  would  not,  as  a't  present  advised, 
consider  changes  in  has  Department  on  this  account, 
which  would  mean  disappearance  of  Council  of  Agri- 
culture and  Agricultural  Board,  with  which  he  was 
very  well  satisfied,  18495-500. — Great  difficulty  and 
confusion  had  resulted  from  fact  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Boalrd  being  engaged  in  carrying  out  similar 
work  to  that  of  Department  in  Congested  D is  edicts ; 
this  was  inevitable  when  two  bodies  were  working 
side  by  side  on  wholly  different  principles,  with  two 
sets  of  officers,  and  two  sources  of  money  for  analogous 
work;  co-ordination  between  Department  and  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  minimised  evils  of  dual 
administration,  but  it  was  still  bad,  and  if  continued 
without  considerable  further  adjustment,  to  which 
they  did  not  see  way,  might  stay  progress  ; clashing 
existed,  especially  in  minds  of  people  concerned,  18501- 
2. — Unless  sphere  of  operations  oould  be  absolutely 
separated,  which  was  not  possible  under  present,  or 
any  conceivable  circumstances,  one  body  was  better 
than  two,  18503. — As  to  committing  nine  congested 
counties  to  care  of  Congested  Districts  Board,  keeping 
Estates  Commissioners  outside  those  counties  entirely, 
witness  preferred  not  to  give  an  opinion  not  having 
been  able  to  become  sufficiently  familiar  with  land 
functions  of  Estates  Commissioners  or  in.  late  years  of 
Congested  Districts  Board,  18504-5. 


meaning  of  Section  5 and  Section  30  of  Act  of  IRAQ 
in  regard  to  collection  of  information  for  purnoVp* 
of  agriculture  and  other  rural  industries,  game  might 
be  brought  iu  as  subsidiary  industry,  although  it  hsA 
never  been  so  considered ; it  was  obviously  very  near 
to  some  subjects  mentioned  in  Section  30  (1)  18472 
4a.— If  good  case  were  made  out  for  improving  con' 
dition  of  poor  people  in  any  district  by  means  of 
game  preservation,  Department  would  very  seriouslv 
consider  it ; if  district  were  so  wild  that  nothing  better 
could  be  done  than  to  preserve  certain  class  of  game 
that  ought  to  be  done  rather  than  nothing  at  all’ 
18475-6.— Agreeing  that  game  was  element  of  wealth 
in  country  and  that  co-operation  of  people  themselves 
was  necessary  to  increase  it,  Department’s  efforts 
would  be  concerned  as  being  all  based  on  co-opera- 
tion; it  was  certainly  important  matter  to  con- 
sider, 18477-9. 


Live  Stock. — Inferior  Breeding  Animals. 

With  regard  to  live  stock  and  the  nullification  of 
efforts  to  improve  it,  by  inferior  bulls  being  allowed 
to  run  loose  over  the  country,  the  question  had  been 
debated  at  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  large  body 
of  opinion  was  in  favour  of  drastic  measures  to  check 
evil,  but  nothing  could  be  done  without  legislation, 
18481. — So  far  there  had  been  no  such,  consensus  of 
opinion  as  would  justify  Department  in  making  re- 
commendation to  Government  in  the  matter,  18481. 


Place  of  Parish  Committees  in  a Re-constituted 
System  of  Administration. 

As  to  what  Agricultural  Board,  in  passing  resolu- 
tion, contemplated  with  regard  to  Parish  Commit- 
tees, witness  could  not  state  their  policy,  but  thought 
their  feeling  would  be  to  make  as  good  use  of  these 
institutions  established  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
as  Board  had  done,  and  they  might  probably  merge 
Parish  Committee  into  some  form  of  organisation  a 
little  more  in  harmony  with  work  through  local  com- 
mittees; whatever  body  might  take  the  work  over  it 
ought  not  to  be  rashly  revolutionised,  18363-4. — In 
considering  whole  question  of  Parish  Committees,  wit- 
ness did  not  think  if  work  of  agricultural  develop- 
ment were  entirely  entrusted  to  his  Department  that 
they  would  adopt  constitution  of  Parish  Committees 
for  local  service,  but  if  any  were  doing  good  work 
they  might  be  used  for  local  administration;  their 
system  was  more  suited  to  Congested  Districts 
lM63d4S  methods  th&n  t0  those  of  Department, 


Attitude  of  Congested  Districts  Board  on 
Question  of  Transference. 

With  regard  to  feeling  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  on  question  of  transference,  no  doubt  they 
would  discuss  question  strictly  on  its  merits;  the 
qmstaoii  really  was  one  ol  direction,  rather  than 
aho"ld  l°°hed  at,  not 
,of  feelmgs  0f  bodie,  engaged,  hnt 

district*  mS  ”!*“'/ tS  °*  H»l™I*‘i“  of  these  poor 
districts,  18365.— As  to  advantage  of  exceptional 

SoISf  if4  of  Congested  Districts 

ita  fnnS™  '£  ltS  t?™  3™”  transferred  with 
Its  functions,  the  question  of  exceptional  powers 
n0t  an.se>  and  witness  did  not  think  dependence 

woSd^TlTl 7 CTstlJutei  eleme»fc  ^ Department 
at  aU  reftnctive ; nor  that  there  would  be 
t -L  embaU‘assinent  in  administering  congested  dis- 

this  constitution,  18366 -There 

DifhSts  be?”dlsP0ftio»  between  Congested 

iJiscricts  Board  and  Department  to  work  har- 

i0£ether  ; had  alreadw  adjusted  many 
troubles  existing  m former  years,  18367-8.  y 


Department  and  Game  Preservation. 

. -As  to  game  industry,  it  might  in  some  distrir+o  l 
important  subsidiary  means  of  subsistence-  it  w 
contribution  to  wealth,  18469-71  — 
question  whether  gam’e  could  be  tSTSMSttff* 


Glove  Factory. 

Project  had  been  started  in  County  Tipperary  for 
establishing  glove  factory,  18482.— Department  was 
connected  with  it  to  this  extent,  that  at  Munster- 
Connaught  Exhibition  they  arranged  with  Messrs. 
Fownes  to  give  working  demonstration  of  glove- 
making, on  ground  of  its  having  been  former  Irish 
industry ; this  exhibit  arousing  great  interest,  in- 
quiries were  made  in  various  localities  as  to  possi- 
bility of  inducing  inhabitants  to  invite  Messrs. 
Fownes  to  start  industry,  and  at  Tipperary,  there 
being  encouraging  combination  of  forces,  Depart- 
ment offered  to  joay  cost  of  instructing  certain  num- 
ber of  workers,  if  Messrs.  Fownes  would  come  over 
and  carry  on  glove-making  for  certain  period;  as- 
sistance given  them  would  not  really  recoup  them  in 
case  of  failure,  so  it  might  be  assumed  that  they 
anticipated  success,  18483-4. — As  to  choice  of  locality, 
Inspector  was  looking  round  several  localities,  and 
got  into  touch  with  this  particular  district,  18485. — 
Formerly  glove-making  had  been  great  industry,  both 
at  this  place  and  in  other  parts,  18486-7.— Depart- 
ment were  paying  wages  of  two  teachers  in  the  glove 
factory,  but  were  not  giving  scholarships,  18488-9.— 
Glove-making,  as  an  industry,  was  not  being  carried 
on  in  Ireland  at  time  of  the  Exhibition ; it  was  not 
merely  an  exhibition  of  gloves,  but  a demonstration 
of  various  processes  of  manufacturing  them;  the 
gloves  were  not  taken  from  Ireland,  except  that  skins 
were  probably  Irish,  18490-4. 


Documents  put  in  by  Sir  Horace  Plunkett.  yXm. 

A.  Imports  of  Agricultural  Produce  from 

Russia, 365 

B.  Tables  showing  particulars  of  the  Cattle 

Trade  in  Ireland,  .....  366 
Technical  Instruction  Scheme  for  County 
Mayo,  . . . . ...  367 

JJ.  Expenditure  on  County  Schemes  in  each 
County  and  on  Department’ s Schemes  in 
Congested  Counties,  ....  370 
“•  Diagram  illustrating  above  Expenditure, 

v j To  face  p.  370 

x.  Endowment  of  Board  and  of  Department 

per  head  of  population,  ....  370’ 
G Expenditure  by  County  Committees  and 
tt  Department  in  Congested  Counties,  . • 370‘ 

■“*  1 showing  the  Actual  and  Estimated 
Expenditure  in  Seven  Conqested  Counties 
on  each  Scheme,  . ...  . 371 

I.— Memorandum  on  Problem  of  Congestion,  . 374 
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See  also  pp.  13  and  545. 

Explanation  of  Memoranda  and  Map. 

At  October  meeting  of  Commission  witness  was  asl;ed 
to  prepare  memorandum  on  condition  of  fisheries 
during  four  periods,  1775-1800,  1800-1837,  1837-1870, 
1870  present  time,  witness  only  prepared  rough  notes, 
Memorandum  B sketched  history  of  Irish  fisheries 
since  1775,  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  bounties 
from  1763-1830  were  added,  18508-10,  18527.— Witness 
afterwards  prepared  Memorandum  C,  which  dealt  with 
ports  selected  by  Congested  Districts  Board  along 
coasts  of  congested  districts  as  centres  for  develop- 
ment, 18510. — A map  was  prepared  by  the  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  in  1891,  with  table  annexed,  of  marine 
works  constructed  under  Board  of  Works  and  various 
Commissions,  some  were  completed  before  1832,  18510- 
11. — Those  carried  out  shown  by  coloured  dots,  18513. 
— Points  in  colour  were  works  made  by  Board  of 
Works,  or  Piers  or  Roads  Commission,  or  some  Com- 
mission preceding  that,  works  executed  by  Congested 
Districts  Board  marked  by  long  strokes  terminating  in 
circles,  added  since  map  was  first  made,  map  showed 
marine  works  pretty  well  up-to-date,  18514-7. — A few 
works  carried  out  under  the  Marine  Works  Act  not 
shown,  18518,  18522-3— With  these  exceptions  map 
applied  to  the  whole  of  West,  18521.— Exact  descrip- 
tion of  each  work  given  in  "Reference”  above  table 
on  map,  or  in  list  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
Works,  18511. 


Bodies  carrying  out  Marine  Works. 

The  works  were  not  carried  out  according  to  a 
general  plan,  but  built  by  different  Commissions,  a 
few  bv  old  Fishery  Board  in  1829  and  1830,  18512, 
1852/.— Marine  Works  Act  administered  by  a body 
acting  directly  under  Irish  Executive,  18524. — It 
affected  industries  of  coast  in  so  far  as  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  an  interest  in  it  and  had,  as 
had  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  one  instance, 
contributed  10  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  works  executed 
under  it,  18525. 


Division  of  Responsibility  between  Board  of 
Works  and  Fishery  Inspectors. 

As  Inspector  of  Fisheries  witness  was  consulted  in 
regard  to  construction  of  marine  works,  but  ex- 
penditure of  grant  of  £25,000  made  in  1881,  was 
carried  out  by  Board  of  Works  and  a committee  partly 
composed  of  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  was  appointed  to 
select  sites  for  works.  Board  of  Works  and  special 
Fisheries  Committee  not  at  one,  Board  refusing 
committee’s  request  for  engineering  advice,  18528. — 
Also  refused  by  Treasury  on  grounds  that  committee 
had  assistance  of  Board.  Board  only  felt  obliged  to 
execute  work  decided  on,  Board  and  committee  re- 
pudiated responsibility  for  selection  of  sites,  18529. — 
Tn  1870  Fisheries  Loan  Fund,  collected  during  Famine 
of  1822  and  administered  till  1870  by  private  society 
was  transferred  to  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  who  practi- 
cally became  a fishery  board,  18534-5. — Inspectors 
never  had  power  for  building  piers,  though  all  the 
other  authorities  had,  and  this  led  to  terrible  waste 
of  money,  18536-8. — Report  of  Allport  Commission 
reviewed  joint  action  of  Board  and  committee, 
18528-9.— Fishery  and  Harbour  Improvement  Authori- 
ties ought  to  be  identical  as  in  Scotland,  18529. 


Withdrawal  of  Subsidy  of  £3,500  a year  made 
under  Act  of  1829. 

The  £3,500  allotted  to  Ireland  at  abolition  of  bounties 
for  building  harbours  was  administered  by  Board  of 
Works,  one  member  being  appointed  Fishery  Com- 
missioner, witness  thought  that  fund  began  with 
£5,000,  declined  to  £3,000,  18539.— In  Scotland  the 
£3,000  allotted  in  1829  had  been  continued  ever  since, 
18540-1.— Ireland's  £3,000  was  granted  for  five  years 
to  wind  up  obligations  undertaken,  18539,  18542, 
18548. — Question  whether  it  was  permanent  negatived 
by  law  officers,  18543-4,  18546.— Question  came  up  over 
Act  of  1842  codifying  Irish  fishery  statutes.  18544, 
18548.— £3,000  ceased  about  1835,  Irish  Fishery  Board 
was  abolished  about  1830,  18547-8. — Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  had  no  fund,  and  no  body  hacl  permanent 
funds  for  building  fishery  piers  in  Ireland,  18549-50. 

Present  Position. 

The  £3,000  not  received  in  any  form,  temporary 
Commissions  appointed  to  deal  with,  occasional  grants, 
some  given  as  loans,  on  whose  repayment  money  was 
again  expended,  18551.— Witness  thought  occasional 
grants  equalled  annual  grants  to  Scotland,  but  were 
less  judiciouslv  expended,  18557-9,  18606. — Congested 
Districts  Board  had  funds  to  expend  on  piers  or 
whatever  it  chose  in  congested  districts,  improvement 
of  piers  was  also  part  of  purpose  of  annual  sum 
allotted  to  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction,  started  in  1900,  Department  and  Con- 
gested Districts  Boards  did  not  overlap,  18552-5. 

Comparison  between  Scotch  and  Irish  Fisheries. 

Scotch  fisheries  seven  times  as  productive  as  the 
Irish  fisheries.  18567-8. — In  considering  Scotch  fishery, 
herring  fishing  must  be  taken  separately  from  trawl 
fishing,  18566,  18568,  18628.— Nothing  in  _ physical 
fact  of  distribution  of  fish  to  explain  disparity',  Irish 
coast  fisheries  just  as  valuable  as  Scotch  coast 
fisheries,  18569-70,  18595. 

Productivity  of  Waters. 

Irish  waters  as  good  as  the  Scotch  per  square  mile, 
18561. — Very  fi-uitful  at  different  times  and  places, 
18652. — And  western  herrings  were  the  better  fish, 
18561. — Superiority  was  in  quality’  of  fish,  18676. — 
Formerly  herrings  were  said  to  be  permanent  on  Irish 
coast,  occasional  visitants  only  on  Scotch  coasts,  but 
for  the  last  fifty  years  the  reverse  had  been  the  case, 
18560. — For  sixty  years,  while  Scotch  herring  fish- 
ing was  worth  a million  a year,  there  was  no 
herring  fishing  in  Ireland,  18561. — North  Sea  herring 
area  four  times  as  large  as  Irish  Sea  herring  area, 
18561.— West  Coast  of  Ireland  very  much  exposed, 
whereas  on  West  Coast  of  Scotland  there  was  sheltered 
fishing  area  in  the  lochs,  18561,  18563. — Very  little 
fish  inside  the  Long  Island,  18564-5. 

Expenditure  on  Fisheries. 

Expenditure  on  fishery  development  not  greater  in 
Scotland  than  in  Ireland  except  that-  Fishery  Board 
and  herring  brand  were  maintained  in  Scotland  up 
to  1859  at  cost  of  State,  18602-4.— More  expended  in 
bounties  in  Scotland  than  in  Ireland,  18668-9. — 
Bounties  were  paid  mainly  on  results,  18670-2. 


Report  of  Allport  Commission. 

Allport  Commission  reported  on  division  of  re- 
sponsibility for  harbour  works  between  (1)  Fishery 
Inspectors  or  Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours  Commis- 
sion, (2)  Board  of  Works,  (3)  the  Grand  Jury,  18532. 
— Commissioners  commented  on  personal  friction  be- 
tween the*  two  Government  departments,  selections  of 
sites  and  estimates  of  expenditure  were  made  without 
competent  professional  advice,  18532a-3. — Abolition  of 
tho  old  Fishery  Board  followed  by  policy  of'  non- 
interference, from  about  1830-1847  practically  nothing 
was  done  by  the  State  for  Irish  fisheries,  18530-1. 


Means  of  Distribution  and  Geographical  Position. 

Scotland  had  the  advantage  of  being  more  effectively 
in  touch  with  markets,  18571. 

Harbour  Accommodation. 

Scotland  ate  very  little  of  the  fish  landed 
there,  facilities  for  rail  transit  from  Aberdeen 
to  England  greater  than  anything  Ireland  could  have, 
18635.— Great  Midland  towns  of  England  were  the 
market  for  Scotch  and  Irish  fish,  18636. — Large  pro- 
portion of  Irish  fish  went  to  England.  18637.— 

V 
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English  and  Scotcli  ports  more  convenient  for  Con- 
tinental market,  18640-1.— Witness  had  himself  or- 
ganised transit  across  Ireland  to  England  for  fresh 
mackerel,  18707-8. — And  steamers  had  taken  herrings 
from  Burtonport  to  Glasgow,  18710. — Where  fishing 
was  good,  means  of  transit  would  be  found  unless 
it  was  a question  of  railway,  18710. — Longest  time 
herrings  could  be  kept  before  delivery  in  saleable  con- 
dition was  forty-eight  hours,  18711.— Mackerel,  lier- 
ring,  and  other  fisheries  might  be  developed  if  railway 
was  opened  to  Blacksod  Bay  and  Broadhaven,  18587. — 
Scotland  had  better  harbours,  expenditure  on  har- 
bours had  been,  if  not  larger,  certainly  more  effective 
than  in  Ireland,  18573-8,  18597-9.— Facilities  had  been 
provided  as  the  trade  grew,  18601,  18604.— And  the 
treatment  had  been  systematic,  18606.— Expenditure 
had  been  controlled  by  the  Fishery  Body,  18607. 

Much  good  could  be  done  by  provision  of  harbours  in 
Ireland,  18590,  18599. — Those  made  hitherto  very 
good  as  regards  engineering,  18591-2.— Future  ex- 
penditure should  be  controlled  by  experienced  authori- 
ties in  Ireland,  18593-4,  18600.— Experience  of  what 
was  wanted  more  important  than  any  other  qualifica- 
tion, 18607.  1 

No  knowledge  that  fish  really  travelled,  presump- 
t-ion  was  that  they  were  local  schools,  18681.— Very 
little  difference  between  Castle  Bay  and  Downings 
Bay  herrings,  18682.— Downings  Bay  the  best,  Castle 
Bay  gentleman  had  been  caught  branding  their 
herrings  Downings  Bay,  18683-4. 

Statistics  affected  by  Steam  Trawlers  landing 
Fish  near  Markets. 

Effective  expenditure  on  harbours,  &c.  in  Ireland 
would  increase  value  of  inshore  fisheries,  but  it  was 
impossibie  to  bring  value  of  fish  landed  in  Ireland 
up  to  value  of  fish  lauded  in  Scotland,  18579-81. 
tof q W!VC1  ,formed  so  large  a proportion  of  the 
££  fo,r  Scotland  came  not  from  coast  fisheries,  but 
r1.0'"  whMeofthe  North  Sea,  Faroe  Islands,  Bay  of 
i ’ ,&CV  IP2— Proportion  of  trawl 
fish  m Scotland  nearly  half  of  total  catch,  18626-7— 
ffw  ght  b-y  Sco1tc]l  trawlers  on  Irish  coast  did  not 
,?wtT?aT,n  P?’een  Ireland  lind  Scotland,  as 
landedat  Fleetwood,  18629-31. -Nine  steam 
18634  ^reT  DubH"  suPPlied  Dublin  market, 
Irish-owned  trawlers  delivered  in  Mil- 
18M4  ° wi  T t0rh  1markets  they  catered  for, 

U ,Place  fished  by  steam  trawlers  who 
w liere  the7  dld  congregate,  18714— 
Better  haibour  accommodation  would  not  induce  steam 
trawlers  to  land  fish  in  Ireland,  it  was  moiu  SonomL 

a?  GalwaTcdURlfc  *1  Eungilsh  port  than  to  break  bulk 
at  Galway  oi  Blacksod  Bay,  and  have  fish 
shipped,  18583-7,  18638-9,  18712.  trans' 

Cured  Fish. 

srt  1 a* 

M“d>  x 

Killvbera  m-  TWf  a1??  ?wned  in  Inland,  18588— 

HSfS ^eT^0Uld  be  SUitable  as  ^ 

Kind  of  Boats  used. 

berrhie  fishing  miglrt  be  ns  good  ns  Scotol, 

XlXX  &E 

tent  di1Mtirgo1  SoX”"'^^ 

Sm  l™  fjime  ;■"*  'vhicl>  fish 

follow  fish^t  foT.  wXT1  l“'5 

On-rerason  ww  lw,  m SooITISH  F 
Grounds. 

known  possibilities  on  East  Coast  of  Ireland  18617 

sasa  : 


July  to  November,  18622.— Six  months  of  •.  . 

season,  18623.— Supply  as  constant  in  inshore  m„+ad 
of  Ireland  as  of  Scotland,  18632.— Hard  f0  cZr,^ 
outshore  waters,  because  outshore  waters  of  CrS 
meant  Iceland,  18633-Coast  fishSs  might 
fined  as  those  worked  by  rowboats,  inshore  fiZ  ji 
those  worked  hv  sailing  4sels  which  t„  2 

every  day  with  their  catch,  offshore  fisheries  £ 
anywhere  farther  at  sea  than  the  latter,  deveWno^ 

Home  Consumption  in  Ireland. 

Small  value  of  fish  landed  in  Ireland  as  compared 
with  England  or  Scotland  due  to  small  homeVom 
sumption  and  fact  that  it  would. not  pay  to  exnnrf 
more,  18648.  And  the  superior  safety  of^atering  o 
great  English  markets,  18649— Much  of  fish  consumed 
iflfiRnSd  c.a1!1®  flom.  English  distributing  markets 
18650— Special  Commissioner  had  been  sent  by  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  to  endeavour  to  develon  fish 
trade  in  country  towns,  18650— His  reports  were 
conraging  to  some  extent;  18651— Revival  of  Irish 
fisheries  might  have  come  sooner  had  there  been  in  ex 
istence  an  authority  with  means  and  powers  to  pro- 
mote Irish  fisheries,  18653.  1 

Number  of  Men  Employed. 

Nearly  100,000  men  and  boys  employed  in  the  year 
before  the  Famine,  at  present  only  20,000,  18654-5. 


Irish  fishermen  in  many  cases  earned  more  than 
English  or  Scotch  fishermen,  18656-8— In  fast-going 
vessels  it  was  machinery  created  by  capital  that  caught 
the  fish,  18659-60. — And  a large  share  went  to  the 
boat,  18704-6— In  England  catching  of  £7,000  000 
worth  of  fish  employed  only  42,000  fishermen,  in  Ire- 
land catching  of  £400,000  worth  employed  26  000 
fishermen,  18660.— Great  deal  of  fish  came  into 
Ireland  that  was  not  caught  there,  18661. 

Class  of  Boat  used. 

Number  of  first-class  vessels  owned  in  Ireland  very 
small  and  getting  smaller,  18662. — Tendency  was  to 
go  back  to  smaller  boats,  fishermen  thought  it  paid 
better  unless  they  could  get  steamers,  18662-5— De- 
velopment of  steam  not  favourable  to  employment  of 
large  number  of  fishermen,  18666— Very  desirable 
where  there  was  a valuable  fishery  as  in  Donegal  to 
let  men  get  larger  and  larger  boats  as  they  found  them 
pay,  18665. 

Brand  for  Mackerel. 

Inquiries  being  held  in  regard  to  branding  of  Irish 
mackerel,  18674. — Irish  carers  had  the  matter  very 
in  their  own  hands,  18675. — Congested  Districts  Board 
had  brought  about  a curing  of  herrings,  18679. 

Movements  of  Fish. 

Department’s  scientific  explorations  went  about  100 
miles  out,  systematic  study  made  of  physical  changes 
causing  movements  of  fish,  18685. 

Fishing  Season  in  Different  Localities. 

Eish  caught  twenty  or  thirty  miles  off  Lewis, 
18690. — Nobody  fished  twenty  or  thirty  miles 
iocoo  \ Eoast  of  Ireland  except  in  steam  trawlers, 
18688.  Nobody  fished  herrings  except  in  April,  May, 
aad  Jane,  18689,  18693. — April  a voluntary  close  time 
off  Lewis,  men  went  to  Shetland  in  late  spring  because 
that  was  when  herrings  were  to  be  bad  there,  18694-5. 
In  Ireland  herrings  could  be  caught  off  North-west 
coast  far  off  at  sea  in  April  and  May,  and  off  South 
coast  at  same  time,  fish  poor  at  first,  excellent  in 
May  and  early  June,  18696-7— Fishing  then  stop- 
ped till  October,  18698. — Fishings  going  on  all  the 
time  in  North  Sea  and  Irish  Sea,  18699. — Herrings 
always  to  be  caught  in  the  Atlantic,  but  not  enough 
to  make  a valuable  fishery  except  in  months 
mentioned,  18701. — Steam  drifters  would  not 

improve  matters,  men  could  not  pay  interest  on 
capital  and  make  a living,  18702. — Though  steam 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  IV. 


in 


GREEN,  Ret.  W.  SPOTSWOOD— continuea. 

dr  if  tens  would  be  useful  in  May  fishing,  18703. — 
Connemara  fisheries  might  be  as  good  as  100  years 
ago  if  the  herring  came  back,  but  at  present  it  was 
useless  to  equip  men  with  boats  which  they  knew 
would  not  pay,  18713. — Change  in  fishery  season  last 
vear,  instead  of  coming  as  usual  in  autumn,  herring 
did  not  come  till  January,  and  the  same  thing 
occurred  with  mackerel,  18714. 

Downing's  Bay  Pier  in-  Tin-:  Wrong  Place. 

Downing’s  Bay  pier  was  in  the  wrong  place,  18715-8, 
18723. — Site  suggested  by  a Relief  of  Distress  Com- 
mission, pier  built  by  Board  of  Works,  18719-21. — 
Great  opposition  to  site,  18722. — West  of  the  pier 
there  was  a natural  creek  where  water  was  deeper 
and  still,  18717,  18724-5. — Present  pier  was  in  centre 
of  the  surf,  18725. — Boats  lost  before  Christmas  were 
anchored  off  the  pier  out  in  the  bay,  18725-6. — Three 
boats  at  the  pier  saved  with  great  exertions,  18726-7. — 
Others  dragged  anchor,  18728. — -Wind  began  North- 
westerly and  went  North,  18729. — Men  themselves 
stood  the  loss,  part  of  it  being  met  by  insurance, 
18730.— There  were  two  objects  in  building  piers, 
one  to  build  deep-water  harbours  for  large  fishing 
boats,  the  other  to  build  small  slips  for  small  boats ; 
authorities,  being  apparently  unable  to  decide  which 
should  be  built,  struck  an  average  at  each  place,  so 
that  harbours  were  not  good  enough  for  large 
boats,  and  piers  were  needlessly  expensive  for  small 
boats,  18731. 

Documents  put  in  by  Iter.  TF.  S.  Green, 

A.  — Marine  works  constructed  by  the  Congested 

Districts  Board, 158 

Map  showing  locality  and  expenditure  on  works 

connected  with-  fisheries,  to  face  . 158 

B. — Memorandum  of  certain  poinis  relating  tv 

the  history  and  present  needs  of  Irish 
fisheries.  ‘ . . . . • .161 

C.  — Memorandum  on  rendition  of  fisheries,  . 170 
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Cod  and  Ling  Fishing  and  Cubing  Trade. 

Witness  joined  Buard’s  service  in  October  cf  1893. 

In  1893  the  Beard  had  cured  cod  and  ling  at 
Inishcco,  Downing’s  Bay,  Teelin,  and  Malinbeg,  30 
years  before  a Belfast  gentleman  cured  cod  and  ling 
at  Teelin,  but  gave  up  the  work  apparently  because 
the  fish  went  away,  18732.— Teelin  men  said  cod  and 
ling  did  not  enter  the  Bay  for  years,  but  became 
plentiful  about  1890,  many  cod  and  ling  curing  sta- 
tions had  been  opened  before  October  of  1893,  18733. 
— Trade  was  prosperous,  18737.— Conger  eel  fishing 
came  with  ccd,  18738.— The  fish  were  sold  in  Liver- 
pool and  Belfast  at  an  average  price,  those  sold  in 
Liverpool  was  perhaps  bought  for  export-,  18962, 
18968-9,  18972. 
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the  work  to  the  Board,  18743. — Curing  stations  were 
opened  by  Board  at  Inishmurray,  Tory,  Malin  Head, 
ate. , 18744. 

Profit  on  Curing  Operations. — Commercial  Work 
of  the  Board. 

Board  gave  loans  to  fishermen  for  boats,  nets, 
and  fishing  gear,  18745.— Board  in  early  years 
worked  curing  stations  for  cod,  ling,  herring, 
and  mackerel  on  Donegal,  Mayo,  and  Galway 
coasts,  employing  skilled  curers  and  training 
local  ones,  trade  since  handed  over  to  mer- 
chants working  on  Board’s  lines,  18994-7. — Board’s 
profit  on  their  whole  curing  operations  was  about 
£300  to  end  of  1897,  after  1897  not  much  curing  was 
done  by  the  Board,  18748. — Board’s  report  of  1895 
gave  a profit  and  loss  account-  for  the  year  on  her- 
ring curing,  mackerel  curing,  and  cod  -and  ling  cur- 
ing, the  accounts  were  compiled  carefully,  every 
item  being  charged  -that  should  be  changed  by  any 
fish  merchant,  18758.— The  £300  profit  was,  of  course, 
all  a.  matter  of  accounting,  18771. — Board’s  object 
was  to  make  the  business  sound,  they  were  careful 
• not  to  pay  too  high  prices,  merchants  afterwards  paid 
higher  prices,  1874-9-5J. -^Board’s  policy  was  suc- 
cessful in  inducing  merchants  to  -take  over  the  trade, 
18754-5,  18772.— J.  -and  R.  Watson’s  coming  to  Bur- 
tonpoit  due  to  Board’s  initiative,  Messrs.  Watson 
worked  in  harmony  with  Board,  18752-3. — From  1893 
to  1898  the  fishermen  needed  all  the  Board's  en- 
couragement, 18757.— -Board’s  operations  were  con- 
fined to  congested  districts  18759. — And  extended 
fr-om  north  of  Donegal  to  Galway  Bay,  18760. 

Disposal  of  Buildings  after  Withdrawal  of  the 
Board  from  Curing  Work,  &c. 

Board  erected  suitable  inexpensive  buildings  for 
sorting  fish,  etc.,  18761,  18776:9,  18781.— Deprecia- 
j tion  was  charged  against  buildings  and  plant,  and 
that  was  set-  -against  the  pi'ofit  in  the  accounts, 
18762,  18781-2.— The  buildings  had  since  been  let  to 
other  curers,  as  far  as  possible  to  those  who  dealt 
fairly  with  the  men,  18763,  18765,  18768-70,  18783.  • 
The  rent  paid  for  buildings  was  not  quite  equal  to 
the  depreciation  charged  by  the  Board,  18784. — A 
mistake  made  by  Mr.  Sutherland  in  saying  -a  loss  of 
£13,000  was  shown  by  a table  was  probably  due  to 
t.  the  fact  that  the  Board  built  curing  stations,  boat 

) slips,  etc.,  which  might  be  charged  to  curing,  but 
r could  not  fairly  be  so  charged,  18764.— The  retention 
f.  of  curing  stations  in  the  Board’s  hands  w-as  still  de- 
1 sirable  in  some  places,  curing  -and  fishing  -being  less 
B advanced  in  Ireland  than  in  Scotland,  and  not  yet 
ready  to  dispense  with  supervision,  18766,  18785-6. 

The  mackerel  curing  carried  on  on  the  Galway  and 
, Mayo  coasts  was  also  started  by  the  Board,  18773. — 
r Kerry  people  carried  on  curing  themselves,  Board 
! aiding  them  in  starting  barrel  industry,  18774. 

Downing’s  Bay  was  the  centre  of  Board’s  herring 
’ fishing,  there  was  a great  deal  of  fishing  at  Burton- 
port,  but  it  was  not  very  successful  in  1906,  18787. 


Herring  Curing. 

Board  opened  a curing  station  for  herrings  at 
Inishcoo  in  1893.  and  J.  and  R.  Watson,  of  Derry, 
started  herring  curing  at  Burtonport  in  the  same 
year,  Board  also  -opened  herring  curing  stations  at 
Inishmaanc  and  Downing’s  Bay,  Board  afterwards 
opened  herring  curing  stations  at  Magheragallon, 
Ac,  in  order  to  remove  station  from  Inishmaane  to 
the  mainland,  where  Board  had  built  a pier  con- 
venient for  boats  from  Magheragallon  and  neighbour- 
ing islands,  the  pier  was  not  built  for  steamers,  it 
cost  about.  £250,  Board  opened  herring  curing  sta- 
tions at  Gortnasate  -and  Rosbeg,  and  curing  stations 
at  many  other  places,  18734-5,  18738. — Tlve  first,  her- 
ring curing. on  the  coast  was  begun  by  Board  at  Bur- 
tonport, in  1892  the  Board  cured  20,000  herrings, 
18739-41. — James  -Sweeney,  of  Dungloe,  started  cur- 
ing about  1896,  then  the  Donegal  Fish  Company 
started,  others  followed,  for  -a  few  years,  about'  1893- 
8,  the  Board  and  Messrs.  Watson  bought  and  cured 
all  herrings  caught  from  Teelin  to  Downing's,  and 
landed  at  Burtonport,  18742,  18745-7,  18751,  18757, 
18798. — The  late  Father  Bernard  Walker  was  active 
in  developing  the  fishing  industry,  but  attributed 


Difference  in  Size  and  Quality  of  Herrings. 

Burtonport  herrings  were  equal  to  -the  Downing's 
Bay  herrings  in  appearance,  but  did  not  hold  as  good 
a position  in  the  market,  perhaps  because  the  Down- 
ing’s Bay  herrings  were  earlier  known  in  America, 
botii  kinds  were  especially  good,  18788-9. — -Herrings 
caught  at  Keumare  Bay  were  small,  18791.— Herring 
fishing  might-  'be  developed  further  south,  there  was 
good  fishing  in  Keumare  Bay  in  January  of  1907. 
18790. — North  Donegal  herrings  were  the  finest, 
18796.— Atlantic  herrings  caught  off  the  North  of  Ire- 
land were  larger  than  those  caught  off,  the  coasts  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  the  South  of  Ireland,  18797. — 
Herring  fishing  might  be  developed  further  south, 
there  was  good  fishing  in  Kenmare  Bay,  two  years 
before  herrings  had  been  caught  at  Kenmare  Bay,  and 
Board  received  and  granted  applications  for  nets,  and 
also  sent  -barrels  and  salt,  no  herrings  were  caught  at 
Kenmare  in  1906,  but  in  1907  they  came,  and  the 
business  was  taken  up  by  a Galway  curer,  18791. — 
This  fishing  was  going  on  about  the  middle  of 
January  in  1907,  it  was  worked  with  small  boats,  and 
was  inshore  fishing,  18790-3. — Large  boats  would  be 
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useful  for  offshore  fishing  early  in  the  season ; when 
the  herrings  oanie  into  the  bight  small  boats  were 
better,  18794. 

Prices  and  Markets  tor  Cured  and  Fresh 
Herrings. 

. Donegal  herring  fishing  had  steadily  progressed 
since  1893,  Board  trained  boys  and  girls  to  gut, 
pack,  and  cure  herrings  to  suit  various  markets, 
18798. — But  at  first  the  bulk  of  the  herrings  were 
sold  in  Ireland  at  lower  prices  than  afterwards,  a 
barrel  at  first  fetching  22s.  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
foreign  markets  had  since  been  opened  up  by  private 
merchants,  Irish,  Scotch,  and  English,  who  came  to 
Donegal  and  cured  herrings,  .and  soon  relieved  the 
Board  of  the  curing  stations,  in  1907  there  were  more 
than  sixty  herring  curers  and  merchants  on  the 
Donegal  coast,  the  demand  for  herrings  was  con- 
stant, the  highest  prices  were  paid  to  the  fishermen, 
especially  at  Downing’s  Bay,  the  chief  trade  was  cur- 
ing, but  fresh  herrings  were  sent  by  rail  .and  steamer 
to  Glasgow  and  to  Derry  for  England,  herrings  were 
kippered  for  England  at  Edernish,  18798,  18809-11— 
The  curing  trade  was  the  most  profitable  for  Down- 
ing’s Bay  herrings,  the  market  for  fresh  herrings  ' 
was  easily  glutted,  cured  Downing’s  Bay  herrings 
had  fetched  £5  a cran,  but  the  average  was  £3, 
Castle  Bay  herrings  fetched  less,  in  one  instance  the 
Downing’s  Bay  mark  had  been  put  on  Castle  Bay 
Weis,  18800-6,  18812,  18818-9.— PiofltaU.  chzaj- 
ter  of  curing  trade  was  encouraging  to  the  fishing 
industry  as  making  Ireland  independent  of  home 
markets,  quick  access  to  foreign  markets  was  ren- 
dered difficult  by  her  geographical  position,  but  was 
Jess  important  for  cured  fisli  than  fresh,  18807-9— 
.Witness , thought  no  fresh  herrings  were  sent  from 
Downing  s Bay  in  1906,  18811,  18819.— The  Bay  was 
eight  miles  from  a railway  station,  the  railway’s 
extension  to  the  harbour  and  a daily  service  to 
I^ndonderry  for  Glasgow  were  desirable  for  cured 

nsn,  flat  hsh,  and  haddock  trades,  18811-5  18820-2 

Downing  s Bay  cured  herrings  were  all  shipped 'to 
«£T>WT?n<I  tTience  to  America>  Germany,  or  Russia, 
18816— It  was  a great  matter  to  get  the  railway  as 

D?wnin,?eeS0USh’,  18817-Li^  ™s  Panned  before 
§ Bay  became  important,  18823-4— At 
before  summer  herring  fishing  began,  but  after 
1^25in^m1beCa'nie  an  nnPortan.t  fishing  centre, 
tETS  ?mer  bemngs  were  sent  to  Germany  and 
w^re  tw  hei' W to  York,  where  Jews 

weie  their  cluef  purchasers,  18819. 

Value  op  the  Herring  Fishing. 
Kwmtwnn  taring  catcl,  of  1893  the  net  an  lines 

the  prices  better,  18829— The  curers  w.,7’  bt 
be  better  for  1906  thkn^or  1905  the  fr’*8  Y°uW 

Syastis* 

18831,” AS  s “tly  resP™'n»  the  abort  fah£* 

_W““  I*#™* 

curing  forltn11whoScliofe*tthre  cmPIoyinent  at 

"V  expert,  „„1  Mnrtbies  “ Is*  Wmi"8 

curers  usually  paying  1?  to  1 , Per  week, 

■ate,  as  in P«f>nd,  «ami 

«"<•  June  an,]  Otoi  Sit 

mg  months,  iu  „,any  xVeeks  ,n?  were  the  work- 
18836— The  workers  wer^  mostly  ' tl,fnU'd  notllin& 
girls  who  married  gave  up  worif  ™ l 5(11116 . P00ph, 

Requiring  skill,  a„d  coStJSlv  T™™1'8  ?,med  a* 
workers  from  Burtonpori  and  tfncaXT  ’ ™any’ 
season  to  Downing*.  Scotch  <•!„«  i 8'  .Wl,t  each 
mgs  were  experts,  and  exacted  dcill  in  V1p‘|<t1  D°wn- 
frem  the  Rosso*  wre  in 
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eager  to  emigrate  unless  they  had  friends  in  A—,; 
18837-42— Workers  migrated  to' 

Scotland  and  Shetlands  in  employ  of  the^erkU  ^ 
they  worked  for  at  Bnrtonport  and  DmS ^ 
were  employed  for  the  season,  so.  with  summer  y 
at  home  they  did  eight  months’  work,  there  w^0® 

6rei88596-61  f°r  Wwar  in  6oofcklld-  18843-8,  3«i 
Effect  on  Emigration. 

This  migration  was  a real  form  of  tedinical 
tion,  18857— Scotch  girls  were  good  curers  188? 
Irishmen  followed  the  fishing  well  at  home’  but  we~ 
not  yet  very  experienced,  18861— Fishermen  who  C 
gone  to  Amenca  came  back  to  the  fisheries 
they  had  spent  their  money ; the  development  of  he 

Its:  S’ to  *“  co*st  S 

Summer  Fishing  and  Size  of  Boats  Employed. 
Tire  first  summer  herrings  caught  in  Donegal  were 
bought  and  cured  by  Board  in  May,  1895,  and  sold 
m Germany  at  tire  same  price  as  Castlebay  herrings 
up  to  1901  small  lots  of  summer  herring  were  ob- 
taured  at  Teelm  and  Tory  Islanul ; in  1901  there  was  a 
decided  attempt  to  develop  summer  fishing  at  Down- 
mg  s curers  paid  Scotch  boats  in  May,  and  the  Board 
subsidised  several  boats  at  the  rate  of  £4  per  week 
the  experiment  was  successful,  summer  fishing  had 
constantly  increased  since  and  occupied  all  the  Board’s 
large-sized  boats,  about  fifty  of  them  fishing  from 
Downing’s  Bay  in  May  and  June  of  1906,  and  twelve 
from  Teelm  18862  -The  remaining  boats  engaged  ^ 
■summer  fishing  from  Downing's  were  Scotch  and 
formed  two-tlimls  of  fleet,  about  a third  of  tS 
,™h  bc?at™e  steam-drifters  and  twothirde  sailing 
krnts,  Scotch  sailing  boats  were  larger  than  the 
Board  s,  18863— Scotch  boats  were  attracted  to  Down- 
}?**  by  quaMy  b.emngs,  and  prices  obtainable  for 
2a,  s^mme,r  fishing  being  carried  on  out  to  sea 
188MK  boats..than  fishing  near  the  shore, 

18864-5— Tire  proportion  of  big  boats  on  Irish  coast 

o/ IrSn  l”1^’  Bi“di  b"ilfc  th®  first  biS  in  West 
of  Ireland,  Board  s boats  at  Downing’s  fished  as  well 

Imitt  +?  boats’  niedinm-sized  boats  were  being 

b“'A  to  suit  both  summer  and  autumn  fishings,  men 
aff?d-  tw<?  b?ats»  the  filing  boats  pro- 
curable cheaply  m Scotland  were  too  big  for  Donegal 
Shin!’  ^^70-1-The  tendency®  Z KK 
but  fishonmen  needed  first 
practical  training  m sailing  boats,  18868-9.— There 
AtKXmnll0r-0t,her  b?at*  as  woll  as  Irish  in  the 
fisher moi’i  ^ benefited  the  local 

18875  ’ b t mam  Insh  boats  were  required,  18872, 

Inn-Shore  and  Off-Shore  Fishing. 

JShi?miti.  0t  6sIling  devel°pment  was  not  yet  deter- 
slmvo  r -f  P1-^sejlt  summer  fishing  was  chiefly  off- 
wore  n S 6 9utun“  mackerel  and*5  herring  fishings 
veT  +n  S insh<?re’  ,thsxe  were  out  at  sea  fillings  not 
summrn  A devei°Pment  was  to  be  looked  for  in 
inS  1870?  and  autumn  in-shore  fish- 

oulred£7,95’i  1887f'?.~ Board  already  had  half  the  re- 
tlieso  lvv.f nbei"  boats  suitable  for  both  fishings,  in 
1,00^  summer  herring  fishings  from  Dowffing’s 
for  ^0  or  three  years,  more  bolts 
satisfy  -li?  ,-Ull+t  to  replace  others  wrecked  and  to 
shore  fi  applicatimis,  18878— Yawls  worked  the  in- 
ing  imt  nire  '?■  Ke™?re  Bay'  18879— In-shore  fish- 
itte?efcive  to  boats  from  a distance,  Scotch 

General lv  llTfi  m smaI1  boats  which  they 

lally  left  behind  when  they  went  home,  18880-4. 

Barrel-Making. 

curing  bou®bt  barrels  in  Scotland  for  the 

the  usual  fraiv  — , >S1X  apprentices,  the  latter  serving 
agewas  opmre/Tp  •?P**£*aUp,  in  1896  a coopc/- 
ments  is  «+  m-  r*  Bui  tenport  wiili  the  same  arrange- 
fioflftf.r^ful  till  the  short 
LarreLs  on  hand.  1 left  Board  about  haJf  th«r 

Price  of  Barrels— Question  of  Profit  and  Loss. 

materials' ' freiglit  ^ will?0084  pricf>  that  is.  ccet  of 
property  Pk  nf.  ’ wag0a,  7 per  cent,  depreciation  on 
Propel  ty,  25  per  cent,  depreciation  on  working  plant, 
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etc.  the  cooperage  had  hitherto  paid  its  way,  18885-8. 

Board’s  barrels  were  about  the  same  price  as  im- 
ported ones,  Board  at  first  charged  3s.  9 d.  per  barrel, 
prices  of  materials  had  constantly  risen,  and  Board 
now  charged  4s.  3d.,  the  purchasers  were  Scotch  curers 
who  would  not  have  bought  barrels  more  costly  than 
those  they  could  bring  with  them,  Board  made  no 
profit,  1889-93.— Some  Scotch  curers  brought  barrels 
with  them,  Board’s  cooperage  could  not  supply  all 
Downing’s  Bay  and  Burtonport  curers,  as  it  was  in- 
tended to  train  coopers,  about  twenty -six  had  been 
trained.  Scotch  curers  employed  their  own  coopers 
all  the  year,  so  had  surplus  barrels  they  sent  to  any 
fishing.  18894-9,  18914,  18922. 

Training  of  Coopers. 

Some  good  coopers  had  been  trained  by  Board,  all 
were  now  employed,  some  working  on  their  own  ac- 
count, some  in  Scotland,  all  at  herring  fishing  and 
curing  stations,  they  would  go  anywhere,  those  making 
barrels  for  herring  curers  worked  the  whole  time  of 
the  fishing,  1900-2. — Board’s  coopers’  apprentices  were 
on  same  terms  as  Scotch  apprentice  coopers,  were  al- 
lowed to  visit  curing  stations  and  became  smart  at 
curing,  it  was  desirable  for  Board  to  retain  hold  of 
coopeirage  training  for  a time,  their  cooperage  system 
gave  constant  employment  to  many  lads  at  good  wages, 
18905. — Fish-curing  was  an  important  element  in 
fishing  development  in  Scotland,  Irishmen  were  pi-e- 
ceiling  to  the  same  work  as  the  promoters  of  barrel- 
making  in  Scotland,  curing  firms  in  Ireland  had 
started  coopering,  but  not  to  a large  extent,  18906-10. 
— There  were  generally  half-a-  dozen  coopers’  appren- 
tices ait-  Burtonport,  the  numbers  were  always  full, 
they  had  only  a foreman  to  look  after  them;  some- 
times the  supply  of  ban-els  was  behind  the  demand, 
in  1906  6,000  barrels  were  made,  but  for  the  first 
time  a number  were  left,  unsold,  in  consequence  of 
the  short  fishing,  18911-2. — In  taking  apprentices 
one  season’s  requirements  had  to  be  considered  with 
needs  of  other  seasons,  18913. — The  coopering  trade 
having  been  set-  going  by  the  Board  should  now  be 
continued  by  independent  merchants  or  coopei-s, 
18915-6. — Tliev  might  gradually  produce  a full  supply 
of  barrels  for  the  Irish  coast  without  Board’s  assist- 
ance, 18917-9.— The  Board’s  having  made  no  loss  on 
coopering  was  encouraging.  18920,  18928. — Board  not 
willing  to  discourage  introduction  of  barrels  by  fisher- 
men and  coopers  from  a distance  or  manufacture  by 
individuals  locally,  18921. 

Co3.ipi.aixt  or  Insufficient  Supply  of  Staves. 

As  to  complaints  made  of  Board’s  not  supplying 
•staves  according  to  contract  the  facts  were  that  in 
1906  staves  were  scarce  and  Board  would  have  had  a 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a supply  had  it  not  purchased 
in  the  previous  October,  one  Burtonport  cooper  did 
not  apply  for  staves  till  January  or  February,  two 
months  after  the  distribution  of  the  staves  had  been 
arranged,  Board  was  unable  to  give  him  all  he  asked, 
but  offered  a loan  which  he  refused  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  getting  staves  to  Burtonport;  file  case 
referred  io  was  that  of  two  brothers  who  had  served 
apprenticeship  in  Burtonport  and  then  worked  in 
Scotland  a year,  returned  to  Burtonport  and  wero 
employed  by  the.  Board,  one  went  to  America  and  re- 
turned, and  about.  1905  the  two  began  barrel-making 
on  their  own  account.  Board  supplying  materials,  in 
1906,  when  materials  were  scam-.  Board  gave  them 
st-avrs  from  Burtonport,  and  would  supply  them  for 
file  coming  season,  one  of  the  lads  had  gone  back  to 
America.  Board  was  always  willing  to  grant  such 
applications,  18923-6. 

Con  and  Ling — Fishing  in  Cukrachs. 

In  early  days  of  Boai-d  cod  and  ling  fishing  was 
successfully  carried  on  in  yawls  from  Teelin,  Malin- 
brg,  Tory  Island,  and  in  North  Mayo  at  Porturlin, 
Portacloy.  Muincrenagh,  Iriiskoa,  anil  Acliill  Island, 
18929,  18942. — Cod  and  ling  fishing  was  carried  on  in 
canoes  or  currachs  made  of  twigs  covered  with  tarred 
cotton,  they  welts  skilfully  handled,  went  three  or 
four  miles  out,  had  small  sails,  no  keels,  wero  the 
cheapest  form  of  boat  ; none  such  existed  in  Scotland, 
they  cost  £3  to  £5  and  wero  made  by  fishermen,  they 
landed  easily  cm  a strand,  not  on  sharp  stones  or 
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rocks,  18929-41. — Autumn  mackerel  fishing  in  Kerry 
was  mainly  from  currachs,  larger  than  Mayo  currachs, 
18936.  In  Board's  early  clays  cod  and  ling  was  the 
principal  fishing,  at  Donegal  and  Mayo  stations  Board 
bought,  cured  and  dried  these  fish  as  was  done  in 
Scotland,  men’s  earnings  were  good,  Board  made  ex- 
periments further-  out  to  sea  with  boats  from  Scot- 
iamd  and  good  takes  of  cod,  ling,  and  conger  eels  re- 
sulted, improved  type  of  boat  was  introduced,  18942- 

Introduction  of  Improved  Type  of  Boat. 

Zulu  boats  were  obtained  from  Scotland,  and  were 
given  to  Teelin  crews,  the  Teelin  men  were  the  first 
to  go  in  znlu  boats  to  open  the  autumn  herring  fishing 
at  Downing’s,  Board  supplied  instructor  in  each  boat, 
crews  soon  learned  fishing,  mending  and  attending 
to  gear ; about  same  time  Greeneastle  yawls  wex-e  built 
and  given  by  Board  to  crews  at  Porturlin,  and  Porta- 
cloy, 18942. — Gx-eencastle  yawls  were  of  Dronthein 
build,  perhaps  first  built  at  G ree  no  Ratio,  their  building 
centra  was  alt  Portrusli,  this  yawl  had  less  sheer  than 
Shetland  skiffs,  18943-4. — Scotch  fishermen  were  sent 
to  teach  crews  long  hue  fishing  and  handling  of 
yawls,  satisfactory  fishing  at  North  Mayo  stations  re- 
sulted, long  line  fishing  was  extended  along  Galway 
coast,  Aran  Islands,  etc.,  at  Avan  Islands  yawls  were 
introduced  on  South  Island  where  only  cuurachs  had 
previously  been  used,  Kilrouan  men  successfully  fished 
long  lines  from  nobbies-  used  fox-  mackerel  fishing, 
large  boats  often  earned  £150,  18944. — Large  boats 
were  always  in  Irish  hands,  Scotch  instructors  were 
pi-ovicled  by  Board  but  many  crews,  were  several  years 
without  instx-uetors,  18945-6. 

Fluctuations  in  Long-Line  Fishing. 

There  has  been  a falling-off  in  lung-line  fishing  in 
recent  years  on  coasts  of  Donegal,  Mayo,  Galway,  and 
Scotland,  and  at  Inisliowen,  it  was  always  fluctuating, 
would  probably  revive,  18947-8. — It  had  fallen  off 
in  West  of  Ireland  about  thirty  years  befox-e,  scientists 
unable  to  account  for  the  fluctuation,  18949-51. 

Success  of  Zulu  Boats. 

Zulu  boats  were  successful,  eighty  had  been  given 
to  the  Donegal  crews  on  the  slialre  system,  and  wero 
employed  almost  entirely  at  herring  fishing,  larger 
ones  being  built,  and  were  in  great  demand,  18951. 

X ODBIES. 

Nobbti-.s  had  been  introduced  for  Galway  spring 
mackerel  fishing,  and  were  employed  by  Burtonport 
crows  between  Rossbeg  and  Downing’s,  18951-2. 

Cured  Mackerel  Trade. 

America  was  the  only  market  for  cured  mackerel, 
18952,  18960.  Attempts  to  find  markets  in  Europe 
had  failed,  18953,  18960.— There  was  little  home  de- 
mand, 19954. — Principal  centres  for  sale  of  cured 
mackerel  were  New  Yox-k.  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Chicago,  Baltimore,  82,000  barrels  having  been  sent 
to  America  in  1905,  18956.  Most  of  them  from  Kerry, 
Mayo,  Galway,  and  Cork  coasts,  18959. — Thex-e  were 
200  lbs  weight,  and  about.  300  fish  in  a barred,  and 
sometimes  more  fish,  according  to  their  size,  18957-8. — 
Mackerel  on  north  coast  of  Ireland  were  lest  plenti- 
ful, large,  and  good  than  off  Kerry,  18960. 

Cured  Herring — Prices  and  Markets. 

New  York  was  the  chief  centre  for  selling  cured 
Donegal  hex-rings,  many  had  recently  beexi  bought  in 
Boston,  18956. — From  1894  to  1897  Board  cured  1,500 
to  2,000  barrels  of  herrings  annually,  most  of  them 
being  sold  in  Ireland,  since  then  mast  of  the  herrings 
had  been  sold  abroad  at  higher  prices  while  the  Irish 
who  could  not  pay  these  high  prices  but  had  a taste 
for  salted  'herrings  imported  cheaper  ones,  18960-5.— 
Herring  curing  had  been  in  the  hands  of  private  mer- 
chants since  1897,  autumn-cured  Downing's  Bay  and 
other  Donegal-cured  herrings  sold  at  higher  prices  in 
New  York,  a few  Donegal-cured  herrings  sole!  in  Ire- 
land, 25,000  barrels  of  Donegal-cured  herrings  were 
sent  to  America  in  1905,  and  no  complaints  of  un- 
unusuallv  low  pi-ices  were  made,  Germany  ami  Russia 
took  most  of  the  summer-cured  herrings  New  York 
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taking  some,  18982,  18993. — Donegal-cured  herrings 
fetched  the  highest  prices  not  excepting  CaStlebay 
herrings,  curers  tireated  the  fishermen  fairly,  £3  to 
£5  per  cran  was  paid  for  Donegal  herrings  in'  summer 
of  1906,  18993. — Herrings  were  sent  direct  to  St. 
Petersburg  from  Downing’s  Bay  in  steamers,  Nor- 
wegians beiing  the  principal  carriers,  herrings  went 
to  Germany  via ■ Glasgow,  Leith,  and  Hamburg, 
18983-5. 

Haubouh  Does  paid  on  Fish. 

Steamers  loading  at  Downing’s  for  Russia  or  Glas- 
gow paid  usual  dues  on  vessels  loading  foir 
foreign  ports,  merchants  paid  dues  on  barrels  shipped 
and  on  crans  of  fresh  hearings  landed,  the  tolls  were 
levied  by  the  County  Council,  the  Board  getting  no 
tolls,  County  Council  repaired  piers  and  found  a liar- 
bour  master,  18986-91.  In  1906  eighty  steamers,  each 
200  or  300  tons  burden,  made  calls  on  the  Donegal 
coast  in  connection  with  halting  fishing,,  about  fifty 
called  at  Downing’s,  at  most  other  places  no  dues 
were-  charged  so  comparison  with  dues  at  Derry 
or  Glasgow  was  not  possible,  18992. 

Consumption  of  Fish  in  Ireland  and  the  Home 
Market. 

The  demand  for  dried  salt  fish  in  Ireland  was  con- 
fctant,  quantities  of  saythe  were  sold,  especially  about 
Belfast,  and  also  dried  cod  and  ling,  these  would  be 
lnsl1  “«*“*  by  the  Board  if  they  were  ob- 

18966  7*  Th*°rf?«  **  S0lf  i “*• the  priccs  Paid  abroad, 
SI;7(1,  eai,er  ,flsh  1 mP«rted  from  Scotland 
might  eventually  be  supplied  locafiy  ; Board  endeavoured 
t0A‘'  a r - **“!.  preference  as  a market,  18970-2. 

rinmf  int<>  Ii^L\,k1  included  cured  lier- 

Iing^  from  Stornaway  and  fresh  fish  brought  to 
b/  working  Irish  coast,  18973.— Board 

aimed  at  getting  the  best  prices  for  herrings  and  had 
SfSSF  0Wrlg  t0r  t]le  competition  of  merchants  and 
s !>ty  of  the  fish,  18974-5,  18978-9.-Board 

constantly  endeavoured  to  introduce  Irish  fish  into 
Irish  markets,  18977.— Board’s  present  duties  were 
supplying  boats,  nets  and  fishing  gear  and  generally 
fostemSg  the  fisli  trade,  18979.  —Supplying  IiSw 
•ets  and  bring  them  m close  relation  with  fishing 
centres  were  desirable  objects,  18981-2.  ® 

Provision  of  Boats — Share  Svstem. 

**“  eWl'S  Of  boats  on  share  system- 

K,''ShBiE  ™p3tt  ar-V 

“to  (line  shares^  S£g 

who  ^Taid01  a w,1Cls  T-?geS  of  sk'illecl  instructor 
"kitf  b"S 

tho  ninth  shait?  dleoM  teh“Va^,  S’ 

01  loan, 

nets  Jg*  tf  tt‘.,^ 

ferences  occurred  than  under  loan  svstem  ^0007  dT» 

d 

registered  under  *ao\a— The  boats  were 

19012-14.— Six  boats  w<  m ^ ,(‘lla,1lts  . Shipping  Act, 

**”  U„6, 
and.o43d,;‘D“  £Xbrmt,eTw“'S  ‘f*  W- 
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to  have  relied  anchors  over  sand  at  bottom,  twelve 
boats  drifted,  dragging  anchors,  to  rocks  below  beta? 
where  they  were  wrecked,  it  was  an  unavoidable  “ ’ 

dent,  19023. -Two  years  before  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  Department  of  Agriculture  had  begun 
surmg  boats  against  total  loss,  19024-8.— Board  w 
Department  each  gave  £500  to  fund,  two-thirds  tb« 
value  of  the  lost  boats  was  £800  ro  £900  ami  ... 
mst  by  insurance,  £500  or  £600  of  this  *„ 
the  Board,  eleven  boats  were  destroyed  but  some  nf 
them  were  worth  only  £60  or  £90,  the  total  dam  Je 
was  about  £17,000,  the  fishermen’s  share  of  the  loL 
was  not  yet  determined,  19029-40— Board  would  rive 
new  boats  on  the  old  teams,  19042.— Two  boats,  though 
paid  up  'had  not  been  handed  over,  otherwise  full 
loss  would  have  fallen  on  their  owners  unless  they  had 
insured,  19044-7— A crew  who  became  full  owners 
i^notoHiged  to  insure  but  were  advised  to  do  so 
19048.— Men  were  not  eager  to  insure  for  two-thirds 
only  as  better  terms  weire  known  to  exist  in  Scotland  in 
“l"1  ?«i?Su3?nce.  !or  Partial  loss  «nd  full  value  of 
boat,  19049-50. — After  the  disaster  most  of  the  crews 
11,sur^d  *«*  0,,t  policies  with  Boalrd 
19049— Board  originally  became  an  insurance  com- 
pany because  no  one  else  would,  Scotch  companies 
being  formerly  uncertain  about  the  Irish  coast  and 
?K1Jlg  *?  fa5n*  11jsurances  for  boats  of  small  value 
19054-5.—  A Fraserburgh  company  recently  ap- 
proached were  contemplating  gviiing  up  business  in 
consequence  of  the  development  of  fishermen’s  insur- 
ance clubs  with  £1  and  £2  shares  and  'the  development 
of  herring  fishing  from  steam  drifters,  the  Fraser- 
burgh company  had  been  asked  to  reconsider  the 
question  of  insuring  Irish  boats,  19056-7— £400  in 
premiums  had  been  added  to  the  Board’s  original 
insurance  fund  the  disaster  just  described  was  the 

19058 Ca  l °n  thC  fund  which  sti11  stoocl  at  £600, 

Scotch  and  Irish  Coasts  Compared. 

Scotch  coast  better  sheltered  than  the  exposed  West 
of  Ireland  coast  fishing  was  carried  on  in  Scotland 
on  many  days  when  it  was  impracticable  in  Ireland, 
harbours  of  refuge  and  piers  were  desirable  on  the 
Irish  coast,  19070-3. 

Piers  and  Harbours. 

Downing’s  and  Teelin  piers  were  little  used  till 
Board  began  work,  provision  of  piers  In  West  of  Ire- 
J,  ??***“  overdone,  the  demand  for  them 
fpt)79^i.  Safe  and  commodious  natural 
inlets  existed  at  Kenmare,  Dingle,  and  Valentia,  there 
were  a harbour  and  pier  at  Dingle,  but  the  water  was 
S’  COast  was  less  exposed  than  Donegal,  ami 

3&£  C!a1”3''  “cl  Km>'  “ 

Demand  for  Boats -Share  and  Loan  Systems 

Forty  applications  for  share  boats  were  in  hand: 
oivmg  to  number  of  applications  crews  often  had  to 
• Jear  or  two  and  some  meantime  fished  from 
“ ..,s’  crew?  applying  often  consisted  of  some  men 
X^vtXper ,°.f  £shing  and  some  with  no 
fm^  +Cei  oocc 59'^' ~F arnlevs  living  inland  asked 
iw,+,ctf’  J^065-— Boats  were  about  twenty  tons,  zulu 
oats  fished  far  out  as  well  as  inshore,  DownSng’b  zulu 
™mpeted  successfully  .with  large  Scotch  sailing 
boats,  in  summer  the  sea  was  not  very  stormy,  19066-9. 

increase  in  the  number  of  share  boats  was 
oM— re  by  lack  of  funds  and  by  the  inadvisabihty 
i S mfany  boats  with  inexperienced  crews,  de- 
•fi”?,'1  Imh  M>ari<*  to  to  expected, 
nshing  was  popular  with  the  men,  19074-7— 
,,™b°atS  W?re  better  chan  loan  boats  for  instruction 
SSW  eaCa.  member  of  crew  having  an  interest 
tl.l  ,wP0S:eSSlng,  an  incentive  to  take  advantage  of 
l,'^  i i'U1OT’^tlle  crew  were  bound  to  take  care  of 
±n  c gear;  Board  was  able  to  dismiss  unsatisfac- 
traln  J»X  °i  agreement,  share  boat  system 

* *lie  means  for  good  fishing,  Board  undeitak- 

a,lld  f,u11  suPPly  of  gear,  19084-5,  19093-6. 

R i!im,  J c"lade  ehiefly  at  Lisburn  bv  William 
tosfS  and  • us’  mending  nets  was  (included  in  the 
S . i/?  ,to  the  fishermen,  19097-8— Poor 
could  not  obtain  security  for  loans,  19086.- 
?“avd’s  property  till  paid  for  and 
e»b>  of  the  debt  were  paid  as  they  were  earned. 
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19088. — Under  loan  system  the  same  instalments  were 
payable  in  good  and'  bad  years,  19489. — Loan  boats 
were  often  allowed  to  get  out  of  repair,  in  Scotch 
crofters’  case  the  loans  were  never  repaid  and 
granting  them  had  ceased,  19090-2. 

Barrel-Making  and  Sum,}*  of  Staves. — Kerry 
Coopers. 

Staves  for  barrel-making  were  procured  from 
Sweden  via  Scotland,  when  Board’s  steamer  fetched 
them,  19100-1. — Kerry  barrel-makers  were  supplied 
with  materials  by  Board,  there  were  well-known 
coopers  in  Kerry,  many  of  whom  had  been  engaged  in 
making  firkins  for  salt  butter,  till  the  trade  in  fresh 
butter  from  creameries  took  away  their  occupation, 
and  about  1898  they  applied  to  Board  for  assistance 
to  take  up  barrel-making  for  cured  mackerel ; Board’s 
officials  'recommended  training  Kerry  coopers  at  Done- 
gal cooperages,  a number  thus  acquired  a good  know- 
ledge of  barrel-making,  but  on  returning  home  found 
a difficulty  in  getting  materials,  and  on  application 
to  Board  received  staves;  in  1906  instead  of  30,000 
or  40,000  feet  of  staves,  Board  sent  to  Dingle  and 
neighbourhood  400,000,  sufficient  for  25,000  barrels, 
staves  were  generally  given  as  a loan  and  paid  folr  in 
December,  but  in  some  cases  were,  paid  for  in  cash, 
19099-101. — Barrels  were  made  at  Dingle,  Oaliirciveen, 
Castlegregory,  Castletown-Berehaven,  and  Bnntry, 
19102. — Tlic  short-  fishing  in  1906  lowered  the  demand 
for  barrels,  and  some  were  probably  left  unsold, 
19103. — Coopers  could  not  well  obtain  staves  in  Ire- 
land or  buy  as  cheaply  as  Board,  19105. — Board  sup- 
plied slaves  at  so  much  per  thousand  feet,  charging 
cost-  price  including  freight,  19104,  19105a. — Freight 
charged  was  for  voyage  from  East  of  Scotland  to  West 
of  Ireland,  Kerry,  Galway,  and  perhaps  Cork,  it 
amounted  to  about  £100  on  'about  180,000  to  200,000 
staves,  19108-9. — This  did  not  pay  the  steamer  but 
was  the  most  that  could  reasonably  be  charged, 
19109-13.  - The  Board  allowed  some  freight  on  all 
materials  brought  to  their  cooperages,  19113. 


Boat- Building. 

Sixteen  or  seventeen  of  Board’s  largest  boats  bad 
been  built  at  Killybegs  Industrial  School,  in  Febru- 
ary, _ 1907,  there  were  three  orders  at  Killybegs,  four 
or  five  nobbies  had  been  built  there,  and  a number 
of  yawls,  work  was  proceeding  briskly,  19114. — This 
school  was  a Roman  Catholic  school  for  educating 
and  training  boys,  and  was  partly  maintained  by  a 
Treasury  grant,  boat-building  was  one  of  its  indus- 
tries, 19115-9. — Board  paid  school  the  same  prices  for 
boats  as  were  paid  in  Scotland,  the  Scotch  boats  cost 
more,  as  freight  was  added  to  the  price,  a grant  was 
made  to  the  school  by  the  Board  in  addition  to  pay- 
ments for  work,  19120-3. — A Zulu  boat  was  built  at 
Arklow  in  May,  of  1906,  19124. — The  boat-building 
station  of  Kilronau  on  Aran  had  been  closed,  the 
manager  having  died  suddenly  two  years  ago;  hi  was 
difficult  to  get  materials  tc  KilVonnn  where  not  even 
a blacksmith’s  shop  existed,  and  everything  had  to 
lie  brought  from  the  mainland  so  that  the  boats  were 
expensive,  19125-7. — There  were  building  stations  at 
Baltimore  and  at  Feenish  Island,  boats  builr  at-  Balti- 
more ware  mostly  nobbies,  some  yawls  were  built  in 
Connemara,  19128. 


Clake  Island  Fishery. 

At  Clare  Island  there  was  herring  fishing  with 
yawls  and  nets  near  shore  in  1905,  the  herrings  could 
not  be  fished  far  away  from  shore,  the  islanders  had 
not  taken  up  the  fishing,  19157-8,  19160-4. — Boaird  had 
a station  at  Clare  Island  and  a supply  of  barrels  and 
salt  and  means  of  dealing  with  herring  and  mackerel, 
herring  fishing  had  been  carried  on  there  for  years  and 
a Cork  firm  formerly  had  a curing  station  there, 
19159. — But  there  was  no  harbour  for  large  boats, 
19162. — Clare  islanders  needed  instruction,  19165. — 
But  the  fishing  was  less  important  to  them  than  it 
was  to  Donegal  men  as  the  land  in  the  island  was 
better  than  in  Donegal,  19166-8. — Impossible  to  fisli 
from  Glare  and  Achill  islands  in  rough  weather,  19169. 
—■An  expensive  harbour  was  not  needed  in  Clare 
Island,  but  the  existing  one  might  lx*  improved, 
19170. 

General  Prospects  of  Fishery  Development. 

Irish  fisheries  had  every  prospect  of  development, 
the  whole  Atlantic  being  a field  for  them,  fishermen 
would  best  develop  the  industry  themselves,  the 
maritime  population  of  Ireland  and  competitors  from 
abroad  would  share  the  results  the  good  prospects  of  fish- 
ing now  in  view  were  due  to  the  Board’s  work,  19171-5. 
Development  would  necessarily  be  slow  but-  where  fish- 
ing succeeded  there  was  immediate  benefit  as  in  Done- 
gal, 19176-9. — Witness’s  remarks  regarding  the  pros- 
pects of  fishery  development  referred  to  Donegal 
coasts,  the  neighbourhood  of  Aran  Islands,  Cleggan, 
and  places  where  mackerel  fishing  had  been  carried  on, 
but.  not  to  North  Mayo,  19180-1.—  In  1907  Donegal 
was  receiving  no  grandmotherly  help  from  the  Board 
beyond  loans,  crews  were  paying  in  great  part  for 
l heir  own  instruction,  but  Donegal  could  not  do  entirely 
without  the  Board  for  some  years,  instructors  had  been 
fewer  in  recent  years,  many  crews  working  without 
them,  new  crews  ought  always  to  have  sufficient-  in- 
struction, 19182-6. — Eventually  lads  would  learn  fish- 
ing by  entering  boats  with  experienced  crews  and 
learning  from  them,  19187.— The  Board  might  even- 
tually cease  to  help  fisheries,  19188-9.— Efforts  at 
Gorumna  and  Costello  and  further  ease  might  de- 
velop fishing  without  interfering  with  turf  business, 
old  men  might  work  lurf  boats  while  the  young  men 
fished.  19190-1.  b 
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Experience  of  Witness. 

Witness  had  been  a manufacturer  .all  his  life  -till 
in  February  of  1898  lie  gave  up  a business  partner- 
ship to  organise  technical  and  industrial  classes  for 
Board  ; previous  to  1897  he.  had  reported  on  indus- 
frial  projects,  including  Foxford  Woollen  Mills, 
schemes  for  improving  Donegal  homespuns,  for  weav- 
ing instruction,  and  for  grading  and  measuring  home- 
spuns. 19192. — Witness  TkuI  been  a linen  manufac- 
turer, 19193. 


Connemara  Fishing  Prospects. 

On  Connemara  and  North  Mayo  coasts  fisheries 
might  be  developed  by  efforts  continued  for  years  ; 
of  the  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland  these  were 
ones  most  in  need  of  industries,  and  fishing  was  tlmir 
only  hope  as  the  land  was  very  poor,  the  men  would 
require  close  supervision  and  permanent  teachers  even 
out  of  the  fishing  season  ; tlie  people  were  not  past 
hope,  19129-41,  19154. — Practical  fishermen  were 
wanted  in  Connemara,  not  fishery  officom  as  in  Scot- 
land, 19137.— Irish  youths  were  averse  to  apprentice- 
ship for  fishing,  Connemara  ind  North  Mayo  youths 
should  be  dealt  with  locally,  they  objected  to  leaving 
home;  age  limit-  for  Donegal  share  boat  crews  was 
from  twenty  to  thirty,  or  eighteen  to  thirty ; there 
should  Ik*  a similar  limit  in  Connemara;  after  train- 
ing they  might  move  round  the  coast;  instruction 
Ixiats  should  be  sent  to  Connemara,  19143-56 


Board’s  Industrial  Classes. 


Board's  procedure  regarding  technical  and  indus- 
trial classes  was  to  rent-  .a  classroom  in  a suitable 
district,  or  where  no  appropriate  room  was  avail- 
able an  old  building  was  adapted,  occasionally  tins 
Board  built  a room ; schoolrooms  like  those  Board 
had  erected  at  Lettennullen,  Costello,  Carravoe,  and 
i’ullathomas  were  very  valuable,  tlie  clean,  white- 
washed classrooms  had  a civilising  influence  on  girls, 
Board  paid  teacher’s  salary  and  cost  of  rent,  fire, 
and  light,  teachers  gave  instruction,  and  despatched 
work  (all  of  which  wag  piecework),  no  work  was  pur- 
chased by  tlie  Board,  .19193. 

Lace  Traded- Irish  Lace  Depot,  &c. 


Teachers  received  orders  from  the  Irish  Lace  Depot, 
I In*  Hibernian  I -ace  Company,  -and  other  wholesale 
firms,  which  made  prompt  payments,  19193.— A 
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supply  of  superior  lace  tended  to  increase  the  de- 
mand, neither  demand  nor  supply  had  existed  in 
1897,  but  in  ten  years  the  Irish  Lace  Depot’s  turn- 
over had  risen  from  £6,000  to  £35,000  per  annum ; 
for  years  the  Irish  Lace  Dep6t  took  the  hulk  of  the 
work,  but  orders  from  many  wholesale  buyers  were 
accepted,  teachers  were  not  allowed  to  sell  one  firm’s 
patterns  to  another,  and  the  work  of  any  one  class 
generally  went  to  one  firm,  19193,  19204. — The  Irish 
Lace  Depot  was  formerly  a shop  in  Dublin,  with  a 
business  of  £4,000  or  £5,000  a year,  Lady  Aberdeen 
took  over  the  Depot,  and  became  financially  respon- 
sible for  £6,000,  a company  was  formed  whose  direc- 
tors were  not  to  receive  remuneration,  all  the  profits 
were  to  go  to  pay  workers  and  extend  the  business, 
the  nominal  capital  was  in  seven  £1  shares,  19193-4 
--The  directors  were  not  shopmen,  they  met  fort- 
nightly, and  acted  on  the  Board  in  the  ordinary  way, 
19195-7. — The  Depot  was  now  a valuable  business, 
Lady  Aberdeen  still  remained  a xnember  of  the  or- 
ganisation, and  took  the  chair  at  the  last  meeting, 
19197. — Depot  did  a largo  wholesale  trade,  and  re- 
ceived goods,  by  parcel  post  from  many  of  Board’s 
and  other  classes,  and  from  isolated  workers ; Depot 
disposed  of  goods  in  Paris,  the  Continent  generally, 
and  America,  wholesale  prices  were  promptly  paid  to 
workers,  19198,  19219. — Dep6t’s  business  was  confined 
to  receiving  and  sending  out  lace  wholesale ; lace 
dealt  in  was  crochet,  Limerick,  guipure,  applique, 
and  point,  19199-200. — 'Depot’s  capital  consisted  of 
profits  which  liad  accumulated,  and  could  only  be 
employed  to  develop  the  lace  industry;  the  capital 
was  fully  occupied  in  the  business,  19203-5,  19215— 
The  only  payment  to  the  directors  was  five  per  cent, 
on  the  nominal  capital,  19206. — A managing  director 
and  a secretary  received  salaries,  19208.— .There  was 
an  annual  meeting  of  shareholders  and  annual  ac- 
counts, the  accounts  were  .audited  by  public  auditors 
in  Dublin,  and  might  be  submitted  to  the  Registrar, 
*9208-10. — -There  was  a special  clause  in  the  Limited 
Liability  Companies  Act  applying  to  such  industrial 
and  provident  associations  as  the  Lace  Depot,  19210, 
— DepSt’s  capital  was  employed  in  holding  stuff  from 
the-  time  of  payment  till  it  was  realised,  19213.— 
Business  with  distant  places  only  permitted  stocks 
being  turned  over  at  most  four  times  a year,  19214. — 
The  capital  was  always  in  the  form  of  goods  worth 
a large  sum,  19215. — An  elaborate  stocktaking  ap- 
peared m .accounts,  19216-7. — The  Irish  lace  business 
amounted  to  about  £100,000  per  annum  for  various 
firms,  19197,  19201-2.— Fifty-three  classes  established 
by  the  Board  were  producing  lace  and  embroidery  at 
I90.6.  the  earnings  of  workers  in  1906  bein,» 


£21,580.  -The  laces  produced  were  crochet,  guipure, 
apphqub’  Limerick,  Wciedlepoinf,  irenaSssancb,  the 
latter  being  sold  as  0011110111310.  curtains,  19218.— The 
geographical  distribution  of  the  earnings  was — 
Donegal  £2,397 ; Leitrim,  £119 ; Sligo,  £2,766 ; 
Mayo  £10,197 ; Guhvay,  £4,583;  Kerry,  £629; 
County  Cork.  £879,  19249- Depot  took  production, 
ancl  it  and  other  organisations  trained  teachers; 
S™*  ***<*>  some  of  the  Board’s  teacher^ 

wont  for  .instruction  to  Depot,  19219-Qa— Depdt  spent 
money  on  training  teachers,  improving  designs,  and 
assisting  to  make  lacc  marketable;  Depfit’s  teachers 
were  available  for  the  country,  19220-1.— Depot  paid 
the  same  prices  as  other  whole-sale  firms,  and  so  ac- 
^ rts>  19220‘  19223— Teachers  were  paid 
by  Board,  Depot  paid  only  when  teachers  went  to  it 
tor  instruction  or  to  see  variety  of  work,  19223-6. 
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longer  and  remuneration  less,  19237-40— Nottingham 
lace  was  not  comparable  to  Irish,  as  it  was  l 
machine  in  a factory,  19241.-A  small  indnstr?  2 
bobbin  lace  existed  111  Buckinghamshire  19242  _a 

lace-maker’s  earnings  »t  piecework  were  p'mportiolaf, 
to  her  skill  and  expenditure  of  time,  12s  per 
was  fair  wages  for  a home  industry,  in  a*  'll 
tionol  case  a girl  earned  £26  in  twenty-six  conse-T 
tive  weeks,  19243-4.  J COnsecu' 

Location  of  Classes. 

A few  classes  liad  been  classed  as  successful  • there 
were  not  many  classes  in  Donegal;  a class ’round 
the  poor  district  of  Lough  Mask,  whose  members  had 
all  been  donkey-girls  or  spring  labourers,  fumed  ore,- 
£2,000  in  1906,  19244-8.  Cl  W 

Difficulties  in  the  Way  of  .Starting  Classes. 

For  eight  years  workers  had  been  fully  employed 
and  more  often  pressed  for  delivery  than  lackme 
orders,  19251— Difficulty  of  providing  employment 
was  illustrated  by  the  district  about  Belmullet  parts 
of  which  were  forty  miles  from  a railway  station 
the  Belmullet  people  were  unaccustomed  to  steady 
work,  and  therefore,  though  extremely  poor,  were 
not  prepared  to  do  any  work  that  was  not  quickly 
remunerative;  private  enterprise  had  no  project 
there,  19251-6: 

PULLATHOMAS  CLASS. 

Board  opened  crochet  class  at  Pullathomas,  and 
the  industry  was  gradually  extended,  19251-6— 
Board  paid  girls  threepence  a day  for  three  months 
to  attend  classes,  19251,  19257.— Girls  preferred  tills 
steady  daily  payment  to  tile  chance  of  earning  three 
shillings  a week  by  their  industry,  19257-9,  because 
of  the  certainty  of  the  smaller  pay,  19268— They 
were  only  induced  to  continue  work  ‘by  the  promise 
?no<fn1nex^ra.  s^^’ng  if  hve  shillings  were  earned, 
19260-2. — This  Pullathomas  class  turned  over  £1,750 
m 1906,  19261,  19272.— In  districts  like  Pullathomas, 
where  no  public  opinion  about  industry  existed,  and 
where  no  one  was  aware  of  results  possible  from 
steady  work,  workers  who  earned  10a.  a week  offered 
?noctaU1^e  to  0^iers.  and  so  formed  public  opinion, 
19265-7— Complete  dresses  made  by  girls  in  remote 
North  Mayo  districts  were  worn  in  Paris,  and  some- 
100A0  r/e*;c*iec*  high  prices,  patterns  were  provided, 
19260-70.  Pullathomas  was  a purely  country  district 
Board  had  bought  the  estate,  19271. 

Earnings  Compared  with  Valuation. 

Eight  classes  now  existed  in  seven  electoral  divi- 
sions of  North  Mayo  within  an  .area  of  72,695  acres, 
where  the  .poor  law  valuation  was  £4,830  and  the 
population  7,945 ; the  eight  classes  earned  £6,158 
8s.  10 d.  for  1906,  19272-3. — The  population  of  Knock- 
M-iower,  comprising  Pullathomas,  was  1,640,  some 
KnocknaWr  girls  were  too  far  away  for  Pulla- 
thomas class,  19274. — Knoclmalower  girls  were  earn- 
ing more  than  £1  per  head  of  the  division’s  popula- 
. 19275- — ‘Earnings  of  lace- workers  in  these  seven 
inw]<,ns.'vw’e  Fr  cent.  higher  .than  the  valuation, 
19276.  And  more  than  the  rent,  19277. — Donegal 
earnings  for  lace  were  small,  knitting  embroidery, 
homespun,  weaving,  and  other  industries  being 
practised  there,  19263-4. 


Wages  and  Hours. 

Workers  in  1906  mm  about  2,000,  induclii 
learans  ; beginners  work  was  will  little,  but  gen 

b ,,,L^ar\foonee°Q’  °1?!'  lts  n“rkrf  value  was  pant 
19227-9.  Average  earnings  for  diligen 
w»  «.  to  10s.  per  week,  S 
earned  12s.,  workers  lit  (home  industries  were  olive 
employed  otherwise  part  of  tbeir  time,  19230.— .Ho, i 
varied,  average  wages  represented  ordinarv  facto, 
hour,  work,  13231-4— Age  „f  seventeen  was,  of 
ibL?  ignorance  of  sewing  „ 

absence  of  hereditary  instinct  for  lare  work  incl-ema 
laarnors  difficulties,  tlie  second  generation  of  worke 
Imcame  esperts,  19236.-Conditions  of  BeVi™  h, 
industry  similar  to  Irish.  Belgian  hours Vffiabl 


Educative  Effect. 

Civilising  influence  of  classes,  pupils  recognisablo 
by  their  improved  neatness,  19247-8,  19280-3.— Many 
lace  classes  were  in  remote  districts  and  the  influence 
exerted  by  them  resulted  in  improvement  of  the  stan- 
aarcts  of  comfort ; some  of  the  earnings  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  cattle,  and  some  workers  had 
opened  savings  bank  accounts,  19277. 

Age  of  Pupils. 

Board  did  not  take  pupils  under  the  age  of  four- 
teen,  girls  were  refused  employment  when  their  young 
brothers  and  sisters  did  not  attend  school,  school  at- 
tendance was  thus  improved ; schools  were  numerous, 
but  attendance  bad,  19278-9. 
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Illiteracy  in'  Certain  Districts. 

t Percentage  of  illiterates  over  five  years  old  in 

Knocknalower  electoral  division  was  44'3,  in  Knocka- 
daff  48‘4,  in  Muingnabo  50,  in  South  Galway  more, 
19284-5. — 'School  attendance  was  bad  in  the  North 
Mayo  district,  19285. 

Remedies  Suggested — Free  Meals  and  Teaching  of 
Domestic  Science. 

Witness  -believed  many  of  the  children  in  the  con- 
gested districts  were  poorer  than  the  school  children 
in  receipt  of  free  meals  in  England ; in  relief  time  of 
1898  free  meals  costing  £2,185  for  367  schools  were 
given  in  Cork,  Kerry,  Clare,  and  Mayo,  and  the 
school  attendance  improved  ; 572,000  meals  were  given 
at  one  penny  a head,  19286. — A piece  of  bread  and 
some  vegetable  soup  could  be  provided  for  one  penny, 
19355-7. — Lady  Dudley’s  nurses  reported  that  chil- 
dren’s diet  in  worst  districts  consisted  of  potatoes, 
milk,  tea,  and  dry  bread,  Indian  meal  sometimes  re- 
placing potatoes,  in  some  instances  children  under 
nine  months  had  been  given  boiled  flour  and  water  ; 
free  meals  to  children  in  poorest  districts  Avere  desir- 
able, in  connection  with  them  domestic  economy 
could  be  tauglit,  and  would  increase  school  attend- 
ance, 19287,  19302-5. — In  Dunfanaghy,  Glenties,  Bel- 
mullet,  Westport,  Olifden,  and  Oughterard  Poor  Law- 
Unions  there  were  37,000  children  of  school  age, 

22.000  on  the  rolls,  avei-age  attendance  13,000,  free 
meals  would  raise  attendance  to  20,000,  nutritions 
meals  at  one  penny  a day  for  five  days  a week  during 
five  months  would  cost  £8,400 ; each  National  school 
should  have  a room  for  cookery  -and  domestic  economy 
classes,  200  rooms  at  £100  each  would  cost  £20,000, 
for  which  interest  at  five  per  cent,  would  he  £1,000, 
cost  of  instruction  at  £1  per  week  woud  be  £4,000, 
sundries  £1,600,  19287-8. — National  Board  left 
domestic  economy  teaching  to  patrons  of  schools,  ex- 
pert itinerant  teachers  of  domestic  economy  were  ne- 
cessary, 19295-300,  19306. — It  would  be  difficult  for 
managers  of  schools  to  provide  domestic  economy 
teaching,  19301. — Domestic  economy  teachers  should 
be  in  connection  with  primary  system,  and 
could  generally  visit  four  or  five  schools,  19307.-  -The 
six  Poor  Law  Unions  previously  referred  to  were  the 
Avorst,  they  were  in  Donegal,  Mayo,  and  Galway  ; 
free  feeding  Avas  not  needed  in  all  parts  of  these 
unions,  it  Avas  needed  in  Kerry  and  elsewhere  ; about 

37.000  children  would  he  affected  by  a free 
feeding  scheme,  19311-2. — Poor  law  valuation  was 
A-ery  low  in  these  six  unions,  and  high  taxes  for  local 
rates  were  necessary,  highest  knoAvn  rates  were  12s. 
in  the  £,  19313-5. — The  18s.  and  19s.  rate  quoted  .as 
existing  in  Scotland  Avould  -be  in  the  poorest  districts, 
19316.-— School  diiHren’s  long  absence  from  home 
necessitated  a meal  .at  school,  but  in  general  their 
food  was  insufficient,  19317-8. — In  winter  the  school 
meal  should  be  the  principal  meal,  necessitous  cases 
being  fed,  some  children  would  not  need  a free  meal, 
19319-23.—' Witness’s  aim  was  to  bring  the  children 
to  education  which  they  never  got,  and  to  build  up 
their  strength,  19324-6. 

Special  Claims  of  Poorest  Districts. 

The  Penal  Laws  were  the  primary  cause  of  the  il- 
literacy, Die  immediate  ancestors  of  the  illiterates 
having  been  denied  education  when  these  districts 
were  without  communication  by  road  with  civilisa- 
tion, 19289-91. — Other  places  equally  remote  were 
not  equally  without  education,  Scotland  had  had  an 
organised  educational  system  for  340  years,  19292-3. 
— A penny  in  the  £ rate  in  a South  Galway  district 
of  6,000  people  would  produce  only  £10,  19294. 

D i ur ary  Question. 

The  dietary  described  'by  Lady  Dudley’s  nurses, 
19287,  was  that  used  in  the  Belmullet  district  of 
Mayo  and  in  SouDi  Galway,  19327. — Hie  adult  popu- 
lation looked  well,  but  could  not  do  the  heavy  day's 
work  of  an  English  navvy,  19328-9. — A few  Irish 
navvies  did  heavy  work,  but  it  was  the  well-fed  men 
who  went  for  such  employment,  19330-2.— -Hie  men 
from  these  congested  districts  in  West  of  Ireland 
woro  not  strong  physically,  the  percentage  of  those 
who  went  to  America  and  became  insane  was  larger 
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than  that  of  any  other  nation,  19333. — Connemara 
men  were  snpei-ior  in  physique  to  Lancashire  ootton 
operatives  who  got  meat,  but  less  fresh  air,  19334-6. 
— The  people  of  poor  districts  like  Belmullet  were  a 
slum  population,  part  of  the  submerged  tenth,  but 
highly  moral,  19254,  19337-9.— -The  effect-  of  Die  diet 
mentioned  was  not  yet  visible,  as  tea  was  a compara- 
tively recent  introduction,  19340-1. 

Condition  of  National  Schools. 

Witness  had  seen  many  schoolrooms  in  Die  locali- 
ties under  consideration,  they  were  less  attractive 
than  those  built  by  Board,  it  had  'been  necessary  to 
utilise  AVhat  houses  were  available  as  schools,  19342- 
3,  19345. — They  had  fires,  and  many  children  still 
took  turf  to  school,  19344-5. — The  children  were  worth 
highly -trained  teachers,  Die  schools  oould  be  made 
more  attractive ; the  accommodation  might  be  ade- 
quate with  Die  poor  attendance,  but  would  be  insuffi- 
cient ivifli  compulsory  education,  19345-7. — Schools 
Avere  crowded  in  certain  months,  19348. — Many  Avere- 
in  bad  sanitary  condition ; a school  in  Annagry, 
13  ft.  3 in.  by  23  ft.  6 in.,  held  eighty  children,  the 
building  was  a poor  one,  favourable  to  the  contrac- 
tion of  disease,  19349-51. — Hiere  were  35,000  cubic 
feet,  maiding  44  feet  each  for  eighty  pupils,  there 
Avere  sometimes  ninety  pupils,  19351. — A neAV 
school  was  being  built  by  Monsignor  Walker,  19352. — 
Proper  accommodation  was  necessary  and  a room  for 
domestic  economy  teaching  desirable  in  all  Diese 
schools,  19353-4. — There  was  ia  regulation  in  Ire- 
land regarding  the  space  to  be  provided  for  a child 
in  a National  school,  19370. — Witness  saw  many 
school  managers,  but  he  kneAv  more  of  the  pupils  than 
of  Die  teachers,  19359. — Attendance  had  improved' 
since  the  abolition  of  fees,  it  might  have  declined  in 
Kerry,  where  the  percentage  of  illiterates  Avas  less 
than  in  Mayo,  Galway,  or  some  Ulster  counties ; at- 
tendance had  improved  in  Mayo  and  Galway,  19360. 
— Decline  in  attendance  since  abolition  of  fees  had 
not  'been  mentioned  by  school  managers,  19361. 

Free  Meals  in  National  Schools. — Provision  ok 

Raw  Materials  for  Vegetable  Soup. 

Potato  Avas  Die  only  solid  in  the  dietary  given, 
above  as  prevailing  in  the  worst  districts,  cabbages, 
Turnips,  onions,  beans,  etc.,  could  grow  where  pota- 
toes did,  but  were  not  raised  in  these  poor  districts,. 
19362-3. — They  Avould  be  required  for  Die  vegetable 
soup,  19364. — A school  garden  to  raise  them  Avould  be 
valuable,  children  supplied  at  school  with  Diese  vege- 
tables would  ask  for  Diem  at  home,  tile  vegetables 
could  at  first  be  brought  from  a distance,  19365-7, 
19369. — Hie  meal  would  cost  less  Dian  a penny  if  Die 
A'egetables  were  groAvn  locally,  but  this  would  involve 
agricultural  teaching,  19368. 

Hindrances  to  Industrial  Progress. — Beneficial. 

Effect  of  Instruction  in  Drawing. 

The  Board’s  industrial  classes  in  many  districts, 
might  be  more  valuable  than  they  were,  workers  some- 
times emigrated  after  training,  sometimes  Die  people 
Avere  apathetic,  illiterates  were  numerous  ; insistence 
on  steady  and  punctual  attendance  at  school  and  a 
daily  habit  of  doing  something  punctually  would 
help  industrial  development,  unpunctual  attendance 
at  classes  was  a great  difficulty  ; instruction  in  draw- 
ing was  needed  to  enable  workers  to  adapt  themselves 
to  new  designs,  quickness  at  adopting  new  designs 
had  secured  steady  employment  to  classes,  drawing 
lessons  once  a week  were  given  in  several  classes,  and 
the  Board  had  sent  promising  pupils  for  drawing 
courses  at  Cork  .and  Dublin,  19372. 

Knitting  Industry. 

Modiine- knitting  Avas  supplanting  Biand-knlitting- 
in  Donegal,  Avithin  Die  last  two  years  Board  had 
given  instruction  at  numerous  centres,  supplying- 
machines  at  cost  price  of  about  £6  5s.  on  good  secu- 
rity ; workers  could  earn  8s.  per  iveek,  hand-knitting 
had  been  paid  as  Ioav  as  2s.  per  dozen  pairs,  19373, 
19375. — Hie  180  machines  now  in  use  were  earning 
about  £2,500  a year,  19374-5. — Machines  were  paid 
for  in  two  years’  instalments  with  3£  per  cent,  inte- 
rest on  loan,  19376.-~And  then  become  worker’s  pro- 
perty, 18377. 
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PrOGRESSIVBNESS  OF  COUNTY  DONEGAL. 

111. Donegal  the  people’s  readiness  to  improve  their 
■condition  exceeded  that  of  any  other  congested  dis- 
trict ; Donegal  population  had  always  been  industrial, 
and  the  county’s  geographical  position  was  favour- 
,*a?e’  19378-80,  19392. — At  Londonderry  there  was, 
about  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a large 
hand-sewn  industry  involving  relations  with  Glasgow ; 
Donegal  was  not  isolated  from  the  world  as  were  the 
remote  districts  of  Mayo  and  Galway,  19381-2,  19392. 
— There  were  home  industries  in  Donegal  before  rail- 
way development,  Mayo  and  Galway  had  only  re- 
-cently  been  opened  up  by  the  railway,  19383.— Done- 
gal people  had  been  accustomed  to  seek  work  in 
Gasgow  shipyards,  etc.,  the  county  had  a bracing 
climate,  19084-5,  19692. — In  Annagry,  which  < iwas 
very  congested,  there  were  men  who  had  done  very 
careful  work  in  building  ships,  laying  down  electric 
light,  etc.,  and  tins  experience  must  have  an  effect 
when  they  returned  home,  19393.— Connaught  had 
■been  the  dumping  ground  of  all  who  oould  not  get 
on  elsewhere  the  Act  of  Satisfaction  to  the  Adven- 
turers  to  Ireland  gave  the  adventurers  all  the  Irish 
land,  Connaught  being  left  to  the  dispossessed,  and 
this  was  the  explanation  of  Connaught’s  present  in- 
feriority to  Donegal,  19386-91. 

Homespuns  Industry. 

i Numerous  classes  for  weaving  instruction  had  been 
SL  latadm,  Mayo,  Galway, 

Kerry,  Cork  ; production  of  homespun  in  competition 
™achine‘ma^  Soods  was  not  very  remunerative, 
5®®  ZaS  a co?81derable  industry  in  South  Donegal, 
where  the  population  carded,  spun  and  wove  the  wool 
own. sheep,  and  sold  the  product  at  monthly 
in  wJiS TCk  A.rdarai  and  in  the  open  market, 

-d“  Ilal  loana  f°r  improved  looms  and  spinning 
M ?hLX,ff  D*  7 fS  B,°ard’  the  annual  turnover 
P0Iie§a}- , ’ ndustry  was  about  £11,000, 
and  tiU  recently  graded  and  ticketed 
mdGte!  pCCOrdln?  t0  .1“ality,  19394-5,  19399— The 
mills  the  Commission  visited  at  Convoy  were  woollen 
inferred  to  th/h3-weaS 
19396  7 *2  the  Harris  iadu2yg 

h6  twee1d.  might  be  resumed,  there 
tendency  to  use  machine-spun  yarns  for  home- 
spun,  and  the  Board  stopped  grading  webs  till  a m,™ 
homespun  could  be  secured,  19398— The  homesuun 
uas  chiefly  sent  to  England  and  America,  19399-400. 
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classes  included  under  cookery  malri™  + 
cocoa  .head,  sauce.,  puddings*  coolLg*  mi  “S’ 
vegetables,  eggs,  plucking,  cleaning,  tiSS  H 
cooking  fowl  making  pastry  aud  ft. ‘f? 

cookery ; ; meat  was  always  obtainable,  aim’biS1? 
pie  could  easily  be  made,  19415-6,—cita?*^; 
scrubbing  were  taught  under  head  of  dm."!4 
economy ; under  laundry  were  tanght  wLhta?  *! 
drying  flannels,  washing,  starching,  irSin?  “5 
folding  hnen,  removing  stains  from  table  linen*' w.  i? 
mg,  stiffening,  and  ironing  lace  and  silk™  ' * 
domestic  economy  were  taught  making  beds’  J2- 
breakfast,  dinner,  and  tea  tobies,  waitin^t^S18 
cleaning  sitting  and  bedrooms,  cleaning  alive?  £3} 
tm  ware,  knives  and  forks,  washing  china'  ' 

blackleading,  cleaning  irons  and  preventing  thclfe 
mg,  cleaning  windows,  boots,  *0.  makiA  posts’ 
personal  and  household  cleanliness,  oleaniSgii?.  1 
pans,  19417-7a.-— These  classes  were’pSS!  gLS 
to  improve  the  home  conditions,  but  also  to  fit  £ 
for  domestic  service,  cookery  had  to  be  taught  m02 
to  render  the  classes  attractive,  19420-1  —A  Rrm,n 
proportion  of  girls  who  attended  classes'  at  sSS 
were  enabled  to  go  to  Parknasilla  nnri  ueem 
19477-4,-— Most  of  the  girls  were  being  fitted0^ 
work  outside  their  own  district,  but  it  w “bet  ” 
they  should  go  prepared  than  unprepared,  girl,  »S 
certificates  got  good  situations  in  America  m”“,S» 
than  girls  without,  19422,  19425-6.-I„  Sn»m  a S 

Z—  “*ht, miles  V'*  TV  for  class,  gi£ 

• eventy  out  of  a possible  eighty  attendances,  19427  — 
Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  pupils  had  emigrated,  service 
Oorke^1iyr)0¥rmabl-  +at  hT6  if  desired'  Board  gave 
19429-30  ^ °mvS  *lle  nam6S  of  teachers, 

I?™  ■50— Wo  other  of  Board’s  classes  called  forth  so 
many  testimonials  to  the  Board,  19434. 

Manual  Instruction  Classes. 


Domestic  Economy  Instruction. 
lift?1*  ,B°"d  *>«  to  Board  in 

mwmm 

nourishing  f^g" 

classes,  had  little  “popaTtio^lMM'^ ‘‘7“g 

n™iirrm  tiSgs^wi5-’  rvh? 

other  class  whe» *5,,, \ ,/T •— Application.  for  an- 
often  received  but  as  a ml«  a?leady  been  held  were 

districts,  19409. Places  te  Yf16  de’'d  ™ new 

■classes  for  two  years  were  *ba£  bad  had  nn 

not  applying,  a ^clnss  was  bdn?S]£a  IbI??e  for 
the  parish  priest  .poke  strongl/of  Bie 
ferred,  a teacher  wh<=  +„  >.  ,e  bsnefit  it  con- 

:pX?rx?,wS4ST-«l 


Board  employed  itinerant  manual  instructors,  about 
twenty-six  classes  in  carpentry  had  been  given,  pupils 
^?r®iKaUght  *2  make  doors>  §atesi  window-frames, 
wheelbarrows,  &c.,  and  were  given  £1  loans  for  tools, 
Joans  being  repayable  by  instalments,  19435-7— Done- 
gal manual  instruction  classes  were  prominent,  19438. 

in  early  Christian  Ireland  every  child  was  taught  a 
tiade,  the  common  people  being  instructed  in  the 
woollen  industry,  at  that  time  there  was  practical  in- 
afancta^an^artoaatpfthe  Romans,  Ireland  in  the 
SlIo  °m,Great  Britain  was  the  world’s  university, 
pW^c42'  frade  might  object  to  carpentering 
m Dubl111  °r  Belfast,  but  in  remote  districts 
mere  were  generally  no  carpenters  and  manual  in- 
struction  classes  were  very  valuable,  as  pupils  could 
7™. .improvements  m then  houses ; Irish  emigrants  to 
fi^ls  19447  R6  handlcaPPed  hJ  ^eir  lack  of  skill  with 
^ teiS8;- iSmce  1881-  the  year  of  the  Land  Act, 
fvnn,  r.^nalf  C}?SSen  might  have  almost  disappeared 
So?th  and  West  of  Ireland,  but 
of  ^orth,  where  they  had  employment,  lack 

P,  ^r?eiit,A<l^ove  them  to  America,  where  they 
wood  Jdu?d|  19449.— Board  had  had  applications  for 
f g Classfi  but  ^ would  be  long  before  com- 
merciai  success  could  be  attained,  as  previous  training 
and  proper  instruction  in  drawing  were  lacking  and 
womS.i.C!ll'Vm?n« famBles  skilled  for  generations 
r?ChefV  lm3-~Irish  had  an  artistic  talent  for 
’ of  two  girls  sent  by  Board  from  Banada  Lace 
M5trop°Iltan  School  of  Art  one  took  first 
1 ^Kensington  for  an  original  design  in 
S Fnited  KmSdom,  19445-6— 

Donorrki  n+v.an  had  ^ had  a wood-carving  class  near 
wbenSfh  thei’e  iad  been  no  application  to  the  Board 
m.0e  fa,ve  Jt  UP>  such  an  application  might  have 
if  o "ted,  witness  doubted  whether  the  area  near 
-Mis»  Sinclair  s home  was  congested,  19450-1. 

Employment  op  Men. 

mSS??  employment  for  female  workers  was 
of  Looei^i  .°wi»g  to  the  scattered  populations 
i f ted  distncts  there  were  difficulties  in  finding 
(hi shdoo f<K^  factories  employing  both  sexes;  home  in- 
flate™ ofer  Sui^d  to  the  people’s  needs  and  to 
. • ^ . an  1"dustrial  population  than  were  fac- 

„ J large  capital ; absence  of  coal  and 
of  man  i ■«  2?Pe—  °t  transport,  made  employment 
„ ,.1®?ldt.  their  only  openings  were  increased 
/■  . o1  the  land  under  peasant  proprietorship, 
nshmg,  and  quanying,  194521 
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Quarrying. 

Quarrying  would  be  a big  enterprise,  19453. — Red 
granite  existed  at  Burtonport,  and  green  marble  in 
Galway,  where  the  Department  of  Agriculture  had 
taken  some  steps,  but  the  freights  were  very  high, 
19454. — Not  much  enterprise  had  been  shown  in  work- 
ing quarries ; the  objection  that  the  Recess  green 
marble  quarry  was  hampered  by  the  people’s  pastur- 
age rights,  which  prevented  the  overload  of  the  moun- 
tain being  deposited  below,  would  not  hold  if  there 
were  enterprise,  as  the  land  was  bog  and  heather, 
19455-6. 

Textile  Industries. 

The  capital  required  for  textile  industries  placed 
them  generally  beyond  Board’s  capacity,  spinning  and 
manufacturing  cloth  needed  £300  to  £350  capital  per 
worker,  cotton  spinning  about  £250,  linen-weaving 
£70,  spinning  linen  £100,  machine  knitting  had 
spread  in  Donegal,  because  it  needed  only  £15  capital 
per  worker  ; highly  organised  industries  required  much 
capital,  1J>  cwt.  of  coal  was  needed  for  a web  of  a 
hundred  yards  of  coarse  linen,  the  West  of  Ireland 
was  the  wrong  side  for  coal.  19457. — Foxford  might 
be  repeated  here  and  there  in  the  congested  area, 
woollen  industry’s  future  was  hopeful,  but  starting 
mills  with  insufficient  capital  would  cripple  it,  capital 
and  the  training  of  workers  formed  the  whole  problem, 
manufacturers  must  ultimately  come  from  Ireland  as 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  populations  were  in- 
sufficient in  numbers  and  deteriorating  in  physique, 
19458-60. — Witness  was  not  yet  afraid  of  competition 
from  China  and  Japan,  but  it  threatened,  Donegal 
carpets  could  compete  with  Indian,  19461. 

Water  Power. 

Water-power  in  hilly  districts  of  West  of  Ireland 
was  not  dependable,  and  was  generally  in  remote 
places,  in  view  of  expenses,  including  sluices  and  com- 
pensation for  fishing  rights,  water-power  was  often 
more  expensive  than  coal,  19462. — Water-power  con- 
verted into  electricity  might  be  used  with  advantage, 
but  as  the  falls  on  Irish  rivers  were  generally  small, 
electrical  development  might  be  rather  expected  in 
the  direction  of  burning  peat  and  coal,  19463. 

Prospects  of  further  Development  of  Lace 
Industry. 

Five  years  ago  the  starting  of  additional  lace 
classes  was  as  risky  as  now,  the  lace  market  had  been 
roduced  to  a great  extent  by  the  supply,  and  the 
emand  might  grow  to  any  extent,  development  of 
the  industry  in  Ireland  had  been  phenomenal  and 
promised  a great  future,  every  lady  wanted  some  hand- 
made lace,  ladies  would  not  wear  machine-made  lace 
knowingly,  but  in  the  last  three  years  much  machine- 
made  lace  had  been  sold  in  United  Kingdom  as  hand- 
made ; Mr.  Boland’s  proposed  Irish  trade  mark  to  be 
applied  to  hand-made  lace  would  stimulate  the  in- 
dustry, 19464-5. — The  trade  mark  was  to  be  used  on 
homespuns  and  other  genuine  articles  of  Irish  manu- 
facture, 19466. — Board’s  supervision  of  lace-making 
should  not  be  withdrawn  too  soon  in  poorer  districts, 
19467. — A proposal  had  been  before  Board  to  charge 
percentage  on  earnings  in  North  Mayo  to  pay  for 
classes,  several  of  which  were  within  10  per  cent,  of 
being  on  a commercial  basis  on  a turnover  of  £6,000 
for  1906,  the  outlay  being  £600,  the  moral  elevation 
of  the  people  was  itself  a big  return,  19468. — In 
many  districts  the  lace  industry  could  stand  alone, 
and  ultimately  would,  19469,  19474. 

Effect  of  Lace  Industry  on  Emigration. 

Since  lace  work  began,  there  had  been  less  emigra- 
tion in  some  districts,  19470. — Emigration  was  a 
habit  in  some  places  hard  to  break,  relatives  in 
America  sent  tickets  for  the  journey,  and  the  likeliest 
girls  went,  19471,  19475-6. — Lace  workers  trained  in 
Ireland  were  working  in  America  behind  a 70  per 
cent,  tariff,  19472-3. — Witness  objected  to  phrase 
“training  lace-workers  for  America,”  in  1906  £21,000 
were  paid  to  the  poorest  people  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land, 19474.— • Education  should  not  be  withheld  to  dis- 
courage emigration,  the  Irish*  should  be  given  the 
chance  they  never  had  before  now,  19477. — Embroidery 
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classes  were  held  in  Donegal,  for  instance  at  Ardara, 
where  they  were  doing  fairly,  though  in  competition 
with  lace,  as  the  linen  business  was  good  the  demand 
for  embroidery  was  at  present  large,  brought  good 
wages,  and  in  Donegal  reacted  on  the  lace  industry ; 
variety  of  work  and  competition  were  approved  by 
Board  as  one  industry  did  well  when  another  was- 
depressed,  19478. — There  were  classes  in  South  Ken- 
sington for  art  embroidery,  a class  started  by  Board 
in  Carrigart  and  carried  on  by  Miss  Hudson  pro- 
duced a beautiful  work  which  obtained  a fairly  ready 
sale,  this  class  employed  many  girls,  some  girls  pre- 
ferred art  to  plain  embroidery ; South  Ken- 
sington had  no  difficulty  in  selling  such  goods,  Carri- 
gart’s  difficulties  were  due  to  lack  of  advertisement, 
19479-80. — There  was  a drawn  threadwork  class  at 
Ardara. 

Foxford  Woollen  Mills. 

At  inception  of  Board’s  work  Board  gave  financial 
assistance  to  Foxford  Woollen  Mills  and  Ballagha- 
dereen  hosiery  industry,  Foxford  received  a grant  of 
£8,333  besides  £1,164  for  mill-race,  19485,  19492. — 
The  payment  to  Foxford  was  made  before  1897, 
19486-7. — A loan  was  added,  now  mostly  paid  off, 
19489,  19492. — Capital  advanced  to  Foxford  was  for 
buildings,  19490,  19493. 

Messrs.  Morton’s  Carpet  Factories. 

The  Board  also  induced  A.  Morton  and  Company, 
Darvel,  Ayrshire,  to  begin  making  hand-tufted  car- 
pets in  Donegal,  carpet  factories  were  now  working 
at  Killybegs,  Kilcar,  Croliy,  Annagry,  19481. — Board 
paid  £3,049  to  Morton  and  Company,  19482. — Each 
factory  oost  Messrs.  Morton  about  £3,000,  19483. — 
Messrs.  Morton  were  the  proprietors  of  the  factories, 
19484. — Messrs.  Morton  were  giving  employment  to- 
all  who  needed  it,  wages  were  not  high  owing  to 
competition  of  native  Indian  labour,  including  con- 
vict labour,  but  at  Annagry  and  Croliy  about  £2,500 
per  annum  were  paid  in  wages,  which  was  a great  deal 
lor  that  neighbourhood,  the  four  factories  together 
paid  about  £5,400  in  wages,  19494-6. — If  the  factories 
were  closed  at  Annagry  and  Croliy,  buildings  would 
belong  to  Board,  on  Kilcar  and  Killybegs  factories 
the  Board  spent  only  £900,  part  of  which  was  for  the 
site,  19497. 

Local  Taxation. 

Witness  would  hand  in  table  showing  local  taxation 
in  two  well-off  districts  compared  with  that  of  five 
poorly-off  districts,  in  Navan,  a well-off  union  in 
County  Meath,  a penny  in  the  £1  raised  £392.  in 
Glenties  £92,  in  Navan  the  rate  on  land  for  1904-5 
was  Is.  lid.,  on  other  hereditaments  3s.  4d.,  in  Glen- 
ties  4s.  10cL  on  land,  7s.  8 cl.  on  other  hereditaments, 
in  Cahirciveen  the  rates  on  land  were  4s.  6 d.,  and 
on  other  hereditaments  7s.  2d.,  19498-500. — A higher 
poundage  rate  was  required  in  poorer  districts  to  raise 
the  same  sum  as  in  wealthier  places,  and  the  people 
in  poorer  districts  objected  to  improving  their  houses, 
as  improvements  produced  abnormal  increase  of  rates, 
19501-2A. — The  valuation  of  land  was  made  apart  Irom 
the  valuation  of  buildings  or  other  hereditaments, 
19503-4. — Local  Government  Act  resulted  in  grants 
in-aid  in  relief  of  taxation,  19505. — Grants-in-aid  in 
Glenties  Union  would  be  Is.  3d.  per  head,  in  Navan 
5s.  8d.,  the  district  needing  most  getting  least,  19506. 
— The.  amount  of  the  grant  was  calculated  on  the 
valuation,  and  did  not  discriminate  regarding  poverty, 
19508. — The  grant  was  afterwards  increased,  19509. — 
Witness  did  not  think  proportion  contributed  by 
Imperial  grant  to  local  expenses  was  higher  in  Ire- 
land than  in  England  or  Scotland,  19510. — The  sub- 
vention in  aid  of  local  taxation  for  certain  services 
such  as  medical  service  under  the  Poor  Law  should 
secure  equal  poundage  rates  for  these  s*T-vice?  all  over 
the  country,  at  present  taxaf-m  fell  most  heavily 
on  poorer  districts,  19511-2. 

Industries — Extent  of  Work  of  Inspection  and 

Correspondence. 

Witness  was  head  of  branch  of  Board  dealing  with 
industries,  his  staff  consisted  of  one  temporary  clerk 
paid  35s.  a week,  19514-6,  19521-2. — Much  of  witness's 
work  was  visiting  districts,  but  at  present  corn- 
spiiiulenee  claimed  much  time,  and  his  work  was  in 
s 9 
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arrears,  19517-8,  19528. —Changes  regarding  his  work 
could  probably  not  be  made  till  Commission  had  re- 
ported, 19519-20. — Witness's  inspections  extended 
-^°P  -D°negal  to  bottom  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  for 
the  six  months  ending  June  of  1906  he  travelled  1,500 
miles  on  cars,  3,000  in  trains,  he  inspected  winter  and 
summer  in  all  weathers,  19524-8. — Witness  travelled 
on  outside  cars  costing  6 d.  to  Is.  a mile,  19529-31.— A 
motor  would  be  quicker  and  cheaper,  but  it  was 
•doubtful  if  under  present  Treasury  regulations  it 
would  pay  him  to  motor,  19532-3.— Only  two  classes 
under  Ins  supervision  were  near  a railway,  19534.— 
Money  devoted  by  Board  to  witness’s  department  was 
not  especially  ear-marked  except  in  estimates,  but 
was  probably  between  £9,500  and  £10,000,  19535. 


have  been  taught  at  a four  months’  course,  19553- 
Where  County  Councils  hud  > technical  iistrudL 
scheme  a penny  in  the  pound  rate  was  raised  in'™, 
gested  and  non-congested  districts,  and  the  con«effi£ 
districts  naturally  wished  to  benefit,  but  the  aSS 
raised  was  too  small,  and  the  area  over  which  instmc 
tion  was  spread  too  large  for  much  result,  19554  — 
There  had  been  only  two  cases  of  over-lapping ' of 
Board  s and  Department’s  classes,  19553  1955c 
Vice-President  of  Department  always  received  the 
Board  s printed  minutes,  and  knew  where  the  Board 
was  working  ; there  was  room  for  both  bodies  • it  was 
true  that  the  two  were  doing  similar  work  hut  ti,! 
Board  began  first,  19556-8.  ’ t le 


Lady  Dudley’ s Nurses. 

Lady  Dudley’s  fund  for  nurses  for  poorest  Irish 
districts  was  of  enormous  service,  there  were  thirteen 
nurses  in  the  region  between  Donegal  and  Kerry  they 
had  great  influence  in  improving  the  conditions  of 
life,  as  they  spoke  freely  to  the  people  about  sanita- 
tion, &c.,  they  had  saved  many  valuable  lives,  much 
•of  their  work  related  to  maternity  cases,  all  the  nurses 
were  stationed  in  very  poor  crowded  districts,  19536, 
19543-4.— Lady  Dudley’s  scheme  was  affiliated  with 
that  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses,  but  Lady  Dudley 
•originated,  organised,  and  worked  this  branch  and 
•collected  the  money,  19537.— Board  had  b.ult  houses 
for  nurses  at  Annagry,  Arranmore  Island,  Gcesala, 
•Cahirdaniel,  Dooks,  Glengariff,  and  two  move  were  to 
be  built  at  Bealadangen  and  Spiddal ; Lady  Dudley’s 
nursing  fund  paid  2£  per  cent,  on  money  advanced, 
19536,  19538-8a,  19540-1,  19549. — Nurses  were 

■employed  under  Lady  Dudley  Nursing  Fund 
not  by  Board,  19539. — Witness  procured  loans 
for  houses,  looked  after  buildings,  and  usually 
■called  on  nurses  in  passing,  19452.— Extension 
of  nursing  system  was  prevented  by  lack  of  funds ; 
in  view  of  recent  report  of  Poor  Law  Commission, 
and  possible  abolition  of  workhouse  system,  part  of 
the  latter  might  eventually  be  replaced  by  this  nursing 
system,  19545,  19563. — If  nurses  were  provided  from 
Queen’s  Nurses,  the  Board  could  aid  in  providing 
houses,  Board  not  tied  down  by  rules  like  other  de- 
partments, 19547-8,  19551. — A substantial  contribution 
for  the  nursing  was  within  Board’s  powers,  19550.— 
Board  could  pay  wages,  19552.— The  public  health 
■authorities  were  the  local  sanitary  authorities,  and 
_the  Local  Government  Board,  19559-60. — The  latter 
had  maternity  nurses  in  dispensary  districts  where 
the  guardians  contributed,  but  in  many  dispensary 
•districts  of  the  West  there  was  nothing  of  the  sort, 
19561-2. — There  was  no  general  scheme  for  nursing, 
public  health  authorities  could  have  midwives  and 
could  have  nurses  in  hospitals  and  infirmaries, 
19563-6.— In  laying  down  a general  scheme  it  was 
essential  that  the  nurses  should  be  thoroughly  trained, 
19567.  In  Scotland  the  local  health  authorities  paid 
for  parish  nurses,  19568.— Local  medical  officers  in 
Ireland  were  in  harmony  with  nurses,  19567. — Each 
•of  the  thirteen  nurses  operated  within  a radius  of  six 
miles,  19570-1. — In  order  to  save  life  Lady  Dudley's 
nurses  would  go  beyond  the  three-mile  radius  fixed 
for  the  Queen’s  nurses,  but  were  not  entitled  to  charge 
for  this,  19572-5. — The  lady  who  gave  evidence  at 
Burtonport  was  stationed  at  Annagry,  she  had  3,500 
people  in  a seven-mile  radius,  19576-7.— Nursing 
schemes,  education,  domestic  economy,  industrial  de- 
velopment, all  helped  towards  general  improvement  of 
the  population,  19546. 

Overlapping  of  Board  and  Department. 

There  had  been  one  or  two  cases  of  overlapping 
with  the  Agricultural  'and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,  as  Department  were  doing  the 
same  work  as  the  Board ; witness  would  not 
i-ecommend  Board  to  spend  money  where  Depart- 
ment was  spending  it,  though  glad  the  Depart- 
ment should  supplement  Board ; the  Department’s 
schemes  worked  by  County  Councils  were  not 
likely  to  have  the  beneficial  efiect  of  Board’s ; 
Department  recently  gave  Board  a list  of  domestic 
•economy  classes  they  were  conducting  in  congested 
districts,  average  duration  of  classes  being  six  weeks, 
classes  for  su  short  a time  could  only  result  in  making 
the  pupils  imagine  they  had  learnt  as  much  as  would 


Valuation  op  Different  Districts. 

Twelve  electoral  areas  in  Donegal,  nine  in  Mayo 
six  in  Galway  had  a valuation  less  than  10s.  per 
head  of  population,  in  Sligo,  Leitrim  and  Cork  there 
were  no  divisions  with  valuations  under  15s.  a head 
in  Kerry  none  under  10s.,  and  only  one,  namely’ 
Bandon  under  15s.  ; in  some  divisions  originally 
scheduled  the  poor  law  valuation  had  on  account  of 
emigration  risen  to  30s.  per  head,  but  these  divisions 
still  remained  part  of  congested  districts  in  118 
electoral  divisions  the  valuation  was  30s.  per  head 
and  over,  19577-8.— In  Annagry  division  the  valuation 
would  be  4s.  Id.  a head,  19579. 

Comparison  of  Agricultural  Work  of  Board  and 
Department. 

Witness  was  not  concerned  with  the  bee-keeping 
industry,  Mr.  O’Byrne,  a valuable  man,  formerly 
instructor  under  Board,  was  now  employed  by  De- 
partment, which  took  over  all  work  regarding  agri- 
culture, such  work  was  less  well  done  now  than  under 
Board,  less  money  being  now  available,  and  there 
were  complaints  of  neglect,  19580-2.— A sufficiency  of 
money  was  needed  to  make  work  efficient,  195834. 
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Scheme  of  Evidence  to  be  given  in  reference  to 
Agricultural  Development. 

Before  appointment  witness  had  been  pi-ofessor  and 
director  of  agricultural  education  in  Yorkshire  Col- 
lege, a constituent  college  of  Victoria  University, 
19585. — Memorandum  handed  in  by  witness  was  a 
statement  of  evidence  regarding  agricultural  develop- 
ment given  before  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  work- 
ing of  Department  of  Agriculture  ; the  evidence  was 
under  three  heads,  agricultural  work  applicable  to  the 
whole  community,  agricultural  work  applicable  to 
counties  partly  congested,  and  special  need  of  con- 
gested areas;  in  speaking  of  partly  congested  areas 
Cork  and  Clare  were  excluded,  their  congested  por- 
tions being  very  small,  19586-8. 

Initial  Procedure  of  Department. 

Agricultural  branch  of  Department  started  in 
autumn  of  1900 ; staff’s  first  duties  were  explaining 
™ Gounty  Councils  the  Act’s  provisions  and  the  steps 
needed  to  put  it  in  operation,  considering  suggestions 
for  agricultural  development  and  making  acquaint- 
ance of  people  the  Act  concerned ; staff  studied 
peculiarities  of  Irish  agriculture,  size  of  holdings, 
farm  buildings,  tillage  of  land,  crops  grown,  class  of 
stock  raised,  dairying,  horticulture,  poultry-keeping, 
social  position  of  farmers,  their  business  methods, 
capital,  education,  aspirations. 

Conclusions  Drawn  prom  Preliminary  Study  of 
Conditions. 

It  was  concluded  that  Department’s  most  important 
work  was  to  found  a permanent  system  of  agricultural 
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education,  that  in  applying  Department’s  endowment 
towards  developing  agriculture  it  was  desirable  as 
far  as  practicable  to  work  through  local  authorities, 
that  the  first  work  to  be  taken  in  hand  was  the  im- 
provement of  live  stock,  and  that  many  of  the  pro- 
posed projects  must  first  be  undertaken  by  Depart- 
ment’s officers  and  gradually  transferred  to  local 
authorities,  19588. — Witness  attended  as  many  of 
initial  meetings  as  possible,  he  was  then  new  to 
conditions  prevailing  in  Ireland,  19589-92. — He  had 
previously  travelled  through  the  island  for  his  private 
information,  visiting  congested  districts  ana  west, 
19593-4. — He  and  chief  inspector  gave  their  whole 
time  to  the  work,  19592. 

Division-  of  Work  between  Local  Authorities  and 
Department. 

The  administration  of  schemes  was  delegated  to  a 
local  authority  when  the  county  could  be  made  the 
unit  for  the  work  and  each  district  could  benefit  in 
proportion  to  its  contribution,  as  was  the  case  with 
sohomes  regarding  improvement  in  live  stock  and 
itinerant  instruction  in  agriculture;  work  for  which 
county  was  not  a convenient  unit  was  administered 
from  the  Department’s  offices,  for  example  investiga- 
tion of  outbreaks  of  disease  in  6tock,  improvement  of 
management  of  creameries,  19601. 

Constitution  and  Functions  of  Local  Authorities. 

The  local  authorities  were  the  thirty-three  County 
Councils,  each  of  which  appointed  a Committee 
of  Agriculture  composed  partly  of  members  of 
the  Council,  to  which  committee  the  County 
Council  generally  delegated,  subject  to  Depart- 
ment’s approval,  full  powers  for  administration 
of  funds.  County  Council  alone  could  raise 
rate  for  Act’s  purposes,  rate  sometimes  one  penny, 
sometimes  one  halfpenny  in  the  pound,  halfpenny 
rate  in  County  Waterford  raised  the  smallest 
estimated  amount  for  the  current  year,  namely,  £538, 
halfpenny  rate  in  Country  Cork  the  highest,  namely, 
£2,116,  the  total  amount  for  Ireland  being  £35,245, 
of  which  £31,923  was  allocated  for  agricultural 
schemes ; Council  usually  transferred  proceeds  of  rate 
to  Committees  who  applied  it  to  agriculture  and  tech- 
nical instruction,  the  distribution  between  the  two 
purposes  was  not  generally  specified  by  the  Council ; 
in  the  first  year  thirty-one  County  Councils  raised  a 
rate  and  appointed  Committees,  the  thirty-three  had 
done  so  since,  19601. 


Relations  between  Department  and  Local  Autho- 
rities. 

Department  and  Committees  were  in  satisfactory 
relations,  leading  members  of  Committees  were  con- 
stantly in  conference  with  Department’s  officers  ; at 
first  when  procedure  was  not  understood  difficulties 
and  delays  occurred  but  had  been  now  largely  over- 
come ; some  individuals  had  felt  aggrieved  by  action 
of  Committees  or  Department,  as  was  inevitable  when 
public  f rinds  were  distributed  among  farmers  to  en- 
courage improvements;  each  Committee  was  in  con- 
stant communication  with  central  office  and  invited 
by  Department  to  submit  views  on  working  of  schemes 
before  commencement  of  each  agricultural  year ; sug- 
gestions of  Committees  were  generally  adopted,  and 
Committees'  grievances  against-  Department  could  bo 
ventilated  through  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  to 
which  Department  was  answerable,  19601-2. 


Procedure  in  regard  to  Schemes  Prepared  for 
Ensuing  Year. 

Views  of  Department’s  inspectors  who  had  been  i 
touch  with  Committees  were  ascertained  at  close  . 
agricultural  year  and  considered  with  those  of  Con 
m it  tees ; Committees  of  experts  advised  Departmei 
regarding  horses,  cattle,  and  swine,  flax,  tobacco,  an 
forestry ; an  outline  programme  for  the  ensuing  yet 
was  prepared,  and  in  August  was  laid  before  Agricu 
rural  Board  with  statement  of  sums  required  from  D< 
partment’s  funds ; after  voting  of  funds  by  Agricu 
tural  Board  a conference  of  County  Committees 
secretaries  generally  discussed  new  provisions  i 
schemes  and  arranged  dates  for  meetings  of  Con 
mittees  which  were  attended  by  Department’s  inspe. 
tors,  and  at  which  the  derails  of  the  programme  wei 


determined,  the  complete  programme  was  then  com- 
municated to  Department  who  intimated  their  ap- 
proval and  maximum  contribution,  19602.— Where  a 
County  Committee  was  alive  to  the  county’s  interests 
the  year’s  work  except  what  depended  on  the  seasons 
was  usually  in  full  swing  by  October ; appointment  of 
local  Sub-Committees  was  important ; County  Com- 
mittees met  generally  once  a month.  Department's 
representative  attending  when  possible,  minutes  of 
meetings  were  forwarded  to  Department,  who,  after 
examining  the  accounts  forwarded  their  contribution 
to  Local  Committees,  19603. 

Amount  of  Department’s  Contribution. 

In  early  years  Department  paid  half  cost  of  each 
general  scheme,  and  in  poorer  counties  five-ninths,  for 
the  last  three  years  three-fifths  in  poorer  counties  and 
five-ninths  in  others ; Department  had  other  ex- 
penditure, cost  of  judging  shows,  etc.,  19603-4. 

Adjustment  of  Expenditure  of  Department’s 
Endowment. 

Department  took  pains  to  divide  expenditure  fairly 
between  counties,  necessity  for  limiting  expenditure 
was  only  beginning  to  be  felt  as  the  simultaneous  action 
of  the  counties  had  prevented  any  one  Committee 
from  advantageously  spending  much  beyond  its  normal 
income  from  rates  and  Department's  contribution  ; for 
instance  most  counties  were  ready  to  employ  an 
agricultural  instructor  but  sufficient  instructors  were 
not  obtainable ; Committees  retained  unexpended 
balance  of  rates,  balance  of  Department’s  Endow- 
ment was  retalined  by  Department  and  invested  till 
it  could  be  applied  to  erection  and  equipment  of  agri- 
cultural institutions,  19604-6. — Information  given 
above  applied  to  both  congested  and  ri on-congested  dis- 
tricts, 19607-8. — Increase  in  expenditure  by  County 
Committees  indicated  appreciation  and  rapid  develop- 
ment of  schemes,  19608-9. — In  the  first  years  Depart- 
ment had  unexpended  balances  which  were  now  being 
expended,  19610-3. 

Agricultural  Education. 

Leading  Irish  farmer's  to  value  education  for  their 
sons  was  the  most  difficult  problem  before  Department, 
and  received  most  attention ; at  one  time  agricultural 
education  was  provided  at  many  public  institutions  and 
in  National  schools,  but  at  Department’s  formation 
tlie  only  institutions  remaining  were  the  Albert  Train- 
ing Institute  at  Glasnevin,  and  the  Munster  Institute 
at  Cork,  19614,  19648. — Witness  thought  that  in 
National  schools  there  had  been  little  sympathy  for 
agricultural  teaching  owing  to  the  Treasury’s  reluct- 
ance to  provide  funds,  but  the  teaching  was  long 
general  in  those  schools  and  given  by  the  National 
schoolmaster,  19618-24,  19644-7. — From'  1838  there  was 
a training  school  far  agricultural  teachers,  it  still  re- 
mained, 19625-6. — Witness  was  sure  there  had  been  an 
official  syllabus  for  agricultural  instruction,  in 
National  schools;  there  had  been  efforts  to  introduce 
itinerant  instruction ; the  Recess  Committee  stated 
in  1896  that  these  efforts  conflicted  with  Free  Trade 
doctrines  and  ended  in  failure  through  action  of 
public  opinion  ot-he'r  than  that  of  Ireland,  the  Liver- 
pool Reform  Association  having  originated  an  agita- 
tion against  the  newer  agricultural  system  of  the 
National  Board  of  Education  in  Ireland,  and  having 
disputed  the  State’s  right  to  train  farmers  and 
stewards  at  public  cost;  successive  Chief  Secretaries 
were  hostile  to  tlie  system,  19615-7,  19627,  19636-7. — 
Among  them  were  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Cardwell,  and  Sir 
R.  Peel,  Mr.  Cardwell  being  especially  opposed  to 
agricultural  teaching  in  workhouse  schools,  Sir  Patrick 
Keenan  paid  the  system  always  met  the  fiJercest 
hostility  of  the  Treasury,  19628,  19630,  19636-7.— 
Tlie  Recess  Committee  consisted  of  voluntary  associates 
of  all  creeds  and  parties  to  consider  Ireland’s  outlook. 
19629. — Recess  Committee’s  opinion,  as  given  by  wit- 
ness, was  contained  in  letters  from  Sir  Patrick 
Keenan  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Technical  In- 
struction and  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  Agricultural 
Education  in  Ireland,  which  were  Trish  State  papers. 
Sir  Patrick  referred  to  the  introduction  of 
agricultural  education  in  1848,  19631-5.— The  teachers 
of  agriculture  in  National  schools  had  an  insufficient 
knowledge  of  their  subject;  agricultural  teaching  in 
Great  Britain  hail  long  been  under  Science  and  Arc 
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Department  as  a system  of  teaching  from  books  (in 
special  schools,  and  this  was  probably  the  case  in  Ire- 
land, but  the  Treasury  should  have  continued  to 
supply  funds  for  agricultural  teaching  and  have  given 
training  to  teachers,  19638-42. — Witness  did  not  advo- 
cate teaching  agriculture  in  National  schools  now, 
19643.  ’ 

Albert  and  Munster  Institutions. 

The  Albert  Institute  at  G'lasneviii  was  a purely 
Government  institution,  the  Munster  Institute  or 
Dairy  School  at  Cork  was  established  by  a local  Com- 
mittee,  Government  contributing  a large  proportion  of 
the  funds,  19648-68. — When  the  Munster  and  Albere 
Institutes  were  handed  over  to  Department  agricul- 
tural teaching  once  general  in  National  schools  was  still 
continued  in  thirty-eight  by  National  school  teachers 
trained  at  Albert  Institute  who  usually  worked  a 
farm  with  the  school,  19658-63.— Department  were  pre- 
cluded from  giving  agricultural  instruction  in  National 
school^  19640,  19658. — Department  had  had  difficulty 
m staffing  agricultural  institutes  with  trained  Irish- 
men for  when  it  assumed  office  the  Albert  Institute’s 
training  was  inadequate ; at  that  time,  at  Albert  and 
■ Munster  Institutes,  there  were  two  six  months’  courses 
per  annum,  one  for  male,  one  for  female  students, 

• ,ths  ”»’>■  work  aid 

domesfca  economy  for  girls;  science  was  taught  at 
l,-y  specialists  who  were 

not  agiiculturists,  no  laboratories  existed,  19663. 
Attitude  of  the  People  in  regard  to  Farm  Life. 

Young  Irishmen  were  eager  to  escape  farm  life 
mSt  SiTd  **  0tll1r  occuPations,  often  the 
of  a .fa)rm£a  s sons  was  educated  at 
196M ^9TO5°f  T10  5031  11,te,Uied  to  suoceed  to  the  farm, 
emnToviw IU  P*7  parts  •voul,fiei'  sons  could  find 
* workmen  on  farnis  but  did  not  wish 
81101  oongested  districts  as  Castlerea  the 

M6^T9671P7rOV1De  ■m£Tam!  if  ifc  W6re  t,lied- 
Lat)04-6,  19671-7.— Desire  to  leave  land  not  due  to  lack 

of  trauung  at  school,  in  Great  Britain  faSlabSS 
EeTmS”.*0  fe"°,  ^ imratoal,  19670 1 

SH imssssm 

S'=rlifl=5«s 

SftisS'KiS-aa 

19684  7 would  not  wholly  account  for  it 

^ accountable^ 

come  griJSS  S' ^ wM*ad  to  be- 
dignified  tham  I™  LbcS®  $OoS^£fU 

»d  retaSTtii !£, ■ ” Britain 

19703-7,  19709.— It  waT+R^f  farm  work  m ligand, 
farm  labour,  19708  — WitnieZZ “f®1"  -men  who  disliked 
experience  of  yotnip-  ® opuuon  was  based  on 

classes  and  on^rt^wiZ^  Department’s 

5T4T2&  WfflS 
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sponsible,  19730-2.— In  England  the  farmer’s 
had  to  work  on  farms  except  when  at  school,  197^ 
Imh  boys  might  perhaps  work  a little  in  buU  sea^T 
but  not  otherwise,  19742.— Botany  would  not  w 
to  those  young  men  who  had  to  ealn  theL  i™C*ul 
19733-4,  19738  -Witness  did  not  advocate  teaS^S’ 
<*  gf  demng  to  boys  under  thirteen  or  fourth' 
t.97^9^1'  Processions  of  unemployed1  were  se^Tri 
Irish  towns;  men  in  rural  districts  did  not  go  aW 
as  public  mendicants,  19735-7.— Witness  blT 
estate  where  the  land  had  been  given  to  toe  Slate 
some  of  whom  were  la.boul-ei.-s  and  remained  so  thourt 
they  had  receaved  holdings,  they  had  not  even  “H 
advantage  of  Estates  Commissioners’  ofier  of  fimS 
build  a house ; this  state  of  things  would  not  be  Zr 
manent,  but  reluctance  to  till  the  land  would  W 
continue ; farmers  could  only  be  instructed  in  agricaf 
tural  science  by  itinerant  teachers  who  gave  lecture* 
visited  holdings  and  discussed  practical  problems 
with  farmers,  and  often  succeeded  in  persuading  them 
of  the  advantage  of  technical  teaching  for  then  sons 
the  most  capable  farmers  took  most  interest  in  educa- 
tion, 19743.— The  smallest  among  the  farmers’  sons, 
generally  went  into  professions,  many  of  the  less  smart 

probably  went  to  America,  19746-7. -Agriculture  in 

Ireland  was  backward,  the  holdings  too  small  for 
economical  management,  the  farmers’  financial  re- 
,tho  system  of  agricultural  credHt  bad, 
19747.  Even  since  the  Act  of  1881  improvement  of  the 
« “ lnvolvi?g  increase  of  rent,  19747- 

54,  19757-9.— There  was  no  Compensation  for  Improve- 
meats  Act  in  Ireland,  19752.— Witness  did  not  know  a 
case  where  fear  of  increased  rent  had  prevented  a 
farmer  making  improvements,  19755—And  thought 
that  under  tire  new  Act  fanners  did  not  fear  altera- 
tions of  rent,  19756,  19759. 

Need  for  Itinerant  Instructors. 

. R^delltial  district  instructors  in  agriculture  would 
1^7  '?S8;  itinerant  instructors  were  neceesary, 
J.y/bU-2.  And  at  present  there  wore  only  two  or  three 
19762OUTlf’  the  nun?ber,  would  be  increased  later, 
’E®  rh^dy  d,omg  a ’"duaMe  work! 
rirJ6]^!9766-'!-^6  where  toey  operated  had 

not  been  visited  by  toe  Commission,  19764-5. 

Training  of  Teachers  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Science. 

thf'f 'Ro?a31  ?,olleSe  of  Science  in  connection  wiith- 
Td  C°Ilege  at  Glasnevin,  Department  had 
Of  Zl  • 1 °^G  cenfcral  institution  tere  highest  form 
lS111Cal  ed1UCatlon  for  teachers  and  specialists  in 
^ ; -A  eflstence  °d  College  was  well' 
wT  lcmwo*8  reonfo8  041116  from  a11  parts  of  lie- 
Jhi-rtJ  6?'9,  *9806-8--SincG  1900  it  had  trained 
t re  nlf  f pupilSl  aU  llow  employed  in  Ireland  by 
toe  Department,  and  m February,  1907,  twenty-nine 
Sriw  5nW ^ Zainhlg  at  the  Allege  who  would  re- 
,ed,\ate1.  employment  when  trained,  there- 
in™? Pm?babIy  1)6  openings  for  many  more,  19800, 
fin  COm’s,e  tliree  years  training  in  scienta- 

merif  ToS1®’  ®oholarebips  were  provided  by  Depart- 
ml-hiroi  j.  ^be  Pupils  would  bo  qualified  as  agri- 
^ S,V,,^a°herS’  6tc‘ : a test  of  Practical  knowledge- 

to  the  Ctftege,' 'S803-5 4 P“pils  ”ere  “d"i“'<i 

Training  Given  at  the  Albert  Agricultural 
College. 

nr^iZ^Z,  ^h^rt  Agricultoral  College  was  provided  a 
cS  for  the  ftojal 

to  W sees  m the  menage- 
aims,  instruction  to  men  desiring  to  become 
“““*«*■  horticultural  on  poulfam  experts, 
S4i.  ^ , ageuts,  etc.,  19769. — -At  tie  Albert 
MO  f™se  “J118  BIS  premium,  ami  others 

olimes^hS^SV  twenty-fire  holders  of  tree 

IKud  ™ n b?  erumuiation ; nine  student,  paid  tie 
fludrf  860  te?’  1880S-9.  1S813— The  t<0  in- 

Smses  o^4g' .m,lmte"a"06  «-"d  education ; the 
aflK  P o j «-»"!  not  quite  £60,  19810-2— For 
rManS'S11'^  ”>”>  applications  (hen 

on  wtireh’ioi^814'  ^bere  was  an  experimental  farm 
ing  half  +i,ZjUrel's  vfere  employed,  the  students  work- 
a feclreret.}  d,7  °*  48  ^ school  was  professedly 

sai-v  te  l-i  Ctd  oge  ’*  tbe  Department  thought  it  neces- 
" . ve  one  college  of  the  type  of  those  numerous- 
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in  Grout  Britain,  19815-6. — Practical  knowledge  of 
all  sorts  of  farm  work  was  not  at  present  required  of 
candidates  for  Albert  College  but  would  be  required 
a yea!  later ; the  Department  were  averse  to  introduc- 
ing too  many  regulations  in  addition  to  those  in  force 
when  tllie  Department  took  over  the  College,  but 
measures  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  use  of  the 
College  as  a means  to  get  out  of  Ireland,  19817-8. — 
Horticultural  experts  were  trained  at  this  College, 
19818. 


Establishment  of  “Agricultural  Stations.” 

The  starting  of  provincial  institutions  where  ap- 
prentices could  receive  a year’s  practical  and  tech- 
nical agricultural  teaching  for  a fee  proportioned  to 
their  means,  had  been  delayed  till  teachers  could  be 
trained,  but  three  such  institutions  were  already  es- 
tablished at  Clonakilty,  Ballyliaise,  and  Athenry, 
and  others  were  contemplated,  19769-70,  19772. — 
Apprentices  were  seventeen  years  old  and  upwards, 
the  age  limit  .might  *be  lowered,  19771. — These  pro- 
vincial institutions  or  “agricultural  stations” 
charged  students  £3  per  session  where  the  aggregate 
valuation  did  not  succeed  £20,  the  £3  included  main- 
tenance, education,  medical  attendance,  washing, 
etc.,  19818-20. — A session  was  practically  a year ; 
when  the  valuation  was  between  £20  and  £40  the  fee 
was  £6,  when  between  £40  and  £100,  £10,  with 
valuation  above  £100  the  fee  was  £15,  apprentices 
who  were  sons  of  shopkeepers  and  going  to  have  farms 
paid  £20,  19821-2. — There  was  no  standard  for  the 
distribution  of  the  different  classes  of  apprentices, 
none  of  these  schools  were  yet  filled  .because  of  the 
difficulty  of  fulfilling  Department’s  conditions,  but 
Clonakilty  was  nearly  filled,  19823-5,  19828.— Dost  of 
provincial  institutions  was  entirely  central  expendi- 
ture, 19826. — In  congested  districts  where  the  holdings 
were  small  central  expenditure  would  be  greater  than 
where  holdings  were  large,  but  there  were  no  agricul- 
tural stations  in  congested  districts,  19827. — The 
first  provincial  institution  was  started  at  Clonakilty 
because  the  Bishop  of  Ross  oSered  the  Department  a 
farm  in  which  lie  and  Monsignor  O’Leary  were 
jointly  interested  under  a bequest,  19828a-29. 

Winter  Schools  of  Agriculture. 

In  twelve  counties  already  affected  by  itinerant 
instruction  Department  had  provided  twenty-eight 
winter  schools  of  agriculture  for  training  farmers’ 
sons  at  small  expense,  19772.— The  twelve  counties 
were  outside  congested  districts,  Department  was  also 
developing  its  programme  in  congested  districts, 
19773-4.— In  winter  agricultural  schools  the  boys  were 
not  boarded,  but  came  for  the  day  in  winter  months 
when  work  was  slack,  suitable  premises  were  ar- 
ranged for  and  equipped  by  Department,  pupils  came 
on  bicycles,  by  train,  or  on  foot,  in  a poor  country’ 
like  Ireland  the  extension  of  the  winter  school  sys- 
tem was  desirable,  19829,  19834. — Attendance  at  them 
was  increasing,  with  a sufficiency  of  teachers  all  the 
Irish  counties  would  take  up  .the  scheme,  witness  had 
advised  Department  not  to  start  these  schools  till 
qualified  teachers  were  available,  the  failure  of  the 
National  Commissioners’  schemes  was  due  to  incom- 
petent teachers,  19835. — There  were  no  experimental 
plots  of  land  at  winter  schools  19836. — Teachers  were 
often  confined  to  giving  instruction  in  the  schools, 
19837-8. — .While  instruction  on  the  plot  was  given 
by  the  itinerant  instructor,  19837,  19842.— The  plots 
were  often  .at  pupils’  homes,  19835. — The  itinerant 
instructor  was  in  many  cases  identical  with  the 
teacher,  19838,  19840-1. — Teachers  were  appointed 
by  the  County  Committee,  19839. — To  have  both  an 
itinerant  instructor  and  a teacher  was  desirable,  as 
the  instructor  should  be  free  to  accompany  farmers 
over  their  land,  and  consult  with  them  regarding  im- 
provements, etc.,  19842-4. — Classes  were  held  in  the 
day-time,  a teacher  might  have  two  or  three  classes, 
19845-6. — A teacher  took  pupils  to  farms  in  neigh- 
bourhood, the  farmers  of  which  were  co-operating 
"itli  him,  this  was  as  good  as  having  experimental 
plots  attached  to  the  school,  19847-50.— Before  De- 
partment took  over  agricultural  work  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  demonstration  plots,  Department’s 
instructors  had  now  many  such  plots  under  their 
■control,  19850-3. — For  the  teachers,  however,  it  would 
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be  difficult  and  inexpedient  to  get  holdings,  when  in- 
structors became  more  plentiful  more  stations, 
schools,  and  demonstration  ~ plots  would  be  desirable, 
19854. — Pupils’  fathers  attended  the  meetings,  and 
invited  the  teachers  to  tlie  farms,  instructors  had  an 
opportunity  to  impart  much  information  to  occu- 
piers, who  welcomed  it  when  given  with  tact, 
19855-6. 

Agricultural  Training  fob  Women. 

The  Munster  Institute  at  Cork  and  a school  at 
(Jookstown  framed  women  in.  domestic  economy  of 
the  farm  house  and  in  dairying,  poultry-keeping, 
and  other  women's  work  connected  with  the  farmyard, 
19774-5. — This  scheme  for  women  corresponded  with 
the  Albert  College  for  men,  19776-6a. — Many  women 
trained  at  Munster  Institute  were  employed  under 
County  Committees  in  dairying,  etc.,  many 
obtained  situations  in  Ireland  as  dairymaids  and 
some  as  laundrymaids  or  domestic  servants  19777, 
19782. — They  remained  chiefly  in  Ireland,  19778. — 
And  some,  not  a very  large  proportion,  went  home, 
19777,  19782. — The  girls,  like  the  boys,  went  to  the 
school,  hoping  to  escape  from  the  Land,  19778-9. — 
The  training  helped  them  to  emigrate,  boys  going  to 
institutions  had  to  bring  evidence  they  were  going 
on  -a  farm,  but  a girl  could  not  very  well  .guarantee 
to  many  a farmer,  19780-1.— Witness  did  not  know 
what  became  of  those  girls  who  were  not  capable  of 
profiting  by  the  training,  19782. — Munster  Institute 
was  chiefly  intended  to  train  teachers,  at  other 
centres  it  was  hoped  to  get  girls  to  attend  local 
schools  to  train  for  work  at  home,  19783. — There 
were  a few  centres  for  “ Bean  a tighe,”  or  housewife 
training  in  congested  districts,  19784. — Department 
had  equipped  a number  of  residential  and  day- 
schools  for  teaching  young  women  domestic  economy 
and  farmyard  lore,  and  was  considering  equipment 
of  others,  19800. 


Object  of  requiring  Candidates  for  Agricultural 

Schools  to  drove  that  thee  were  going  on  a 

Farm. 

The  object  of  requiring  candidates  for  education 
at  provincial  agricultural  institutions  to  prove  they 
were  going  on  a farm  was  to  prevent  the  use  of  the 
school  by  men  who  were  not  going  to  farm  m Ireland, 
witness  did  not  say  it  was  to  prevent  agricultural 
knowledge  from  going  to  other  countries,  19785-7, 
19790-1. — 'Subjects  other  than  agricultural  were 
taught  at  these  schools,  and  men  tried  to  use  them 
for  getting  non-agricultural  positions,  19789,  19792. 
— The  rule  was  not  yet  applied  at  Glasnevin,  and 
from  there  young  men  competed  for  non-agricultural 
positions,  19789. — A pupil  at  a provincial  institute 
had  to  declare  he  was  goring  to  get  a farm,  his  father 
and  usually  the  parish  priest  had  also  to  declare 
this,  and  other  evidence  was  generally  obtained, 
19792. — Those  schools  were  popular  because  the  money 
terms  were  low,  not  because  others  were  inadequate, 
19793-4,  19799. — Department  would  be  willing  to 
educate  farmers  almost  free,  witness  would  advocate 
this,  19794. — The  Irish  coveted  education,  not  merely 
as  a means  of  escape  from  the  land,  but  as  a chance 
of  advancement  in  life,  19795-8. 

Itinerant  Instructors,  Direction  of  Work,  &c. 

The  Department  wished  to  provide  in  each  county 
for  farmers  and  their  families  a system  of  itinerant 
instruction  in  agriculture,  horticulture,  dairying, 
poultry-keeping,  and  bee-keeping,  19800. — Agricul- 
tural education  by  itinerant  instructors  had  been 
useful  in  many  countries,  19856— Tlie  Irish  schemes 
were  revised  at  tlie  beginning  of  each  agricultural 
year,  and  local  opinion  regarding  them  was  con- 
sidered, Department  at  first  sent  out  pioneer  instruc 
tors  each  year,  as  more  instructors  became  available 
tlie  direction  of  the  work  was  gradually  delegated 
to  County  Committees,  who  appointed  the  instructor, 
arranged  the  work,  checked  and  paid  locomotion  ex- 
penses and  salaries  of  all,  except  tlie  agricultural  in- 
structor, who  was  paid  by  Department,  all  these 
schemes  were  financed  from  the  joint  fund  composed 
of  the  County  Council  rate  and  tlie  Department’s 
contribution  ; how  long  such  schemes  should  continue 
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Lad  not  yet  (been  determined,  but  the  County  Council 
would  decide,  as  the  schemes  were  very  popular  the 
time  would  probably  be  much  longer  than  De- 
partment bad  anticipated,  19856. — These  schemes 
were  at  work  an  congested  districts,  including  Done- 
gal, land  in  all  the  counties,  19857-9. — All  the  Com- 
mittees had  been  anxious  for  itinerant  instruction ; 
the  Department  had  been  blamed  for  not  going  fas- 
ter, in  another  year-  witness  thought  there  would  he 
qualified  instructors  for  each  county,  though  not 
enough  to  supply  all  the  demand,  19859-60. — In  poor 
counties  many  instructors  were  needed,  one  was 
enough  in  a well-to-do  county  where  farmers  knew 
something  of  .technical  agriculture,  one  man  per 
county  was  sufficient  in  Scotland  and  generally  in 
England,  19861. — The  work  of  the  County  Committees 
was  steadily  progressing,  and  only  lack  of  funds 
would  prevent  it  going  much  further,  the  rapid 
development  of  all  agricultural  schemes  witnessed  to 
tlxeir  popularity,  19862. 


System  of  Prizes  to  Cottagers  clashing  with 
"Work  of  Parish  Committees. 

A system  of  prizes  to  cottagers  which  the  County 
Committees  -had  taken  up,  and  which  took  account 
of  improvements  in  the  house  and  farmyard,  called 
for  some  arrangement  to  prevent  clashing  with  the 
Parish  Committee  schemes  in  congested  districts,  the 
latter  included  grants  for  work  done  as  well  as  prizes, 
19862-7.  1 

Poultry-Keeping  Instruction. 


In  poultry -keeping  instruction  there  had  been  a 
little  falling-off  in  the  Western  counties  because  De- 
partment had  asked  those  counties  to  give  more  at- 
tention to  distribution  of  eggs  'and  improvement  of 
fowls  than  to  lectures,  but  at  Western  counties’  re- 
quest Department  was  next  year  to  resume  system 
of  itinerant  instruction  in  poultry-keeping,  which 
was  more  popular  than  Department  expected,  19867. 
—It  w as  carried  on  .in  all  comities  but  three,  19870— 
In  Department’s  first  year  there  were  no  poultry 
farms,  the  second  year  there  were  39,  the  third  220 
the  fourth  362,  the  fifth  462,  19873-4.— In  February, 
1907,  there  were  506,  19872. — 'Department’s  money 
umit  for  this  work  had  been  readied,  19875-5. — The 
fil-d;  return  of  exported  eggs  just  published  gave  two 
and  three-quarter  million  pounds  sterling  for  value 
of  eggs  and  fowl  exported  in  1904,  ample  evidence 
showed  benefit  derived  from  instruction  in  poultry- 
keeping, a letter  just  received  from  a farm  in  Eng- 
land asked  the  cause  of  the  extraordinary  improve- 
ment  of  Irish  birds  and  eggs,  19877. -Department 
had  not  yet  been  able  to  assure  the  English  market 
that  the  eggs  were  sent  across  fresh,  for  this  organi- 
sation was  needed,  19878. — Fattening  was  also  re- 
ceiving attention,  19879. 


Instruction  in  Home  Dairying. 

Instruction  in  home  dairying  was  increasing,  at 
first  only  one  county  engaged  in  it,  last  year  247  and 
in  current  year  28,  19879-10— Each  county  appointed 

S'-6®  SSTS"*  ln?tructors  ^ butter-making, 
County  Mayo  had  three  the  instructress  took  ian  ouf- 
ht  with  her,  and  gave  classes  about  a fortnight’s  in- 
struction, 19881.— A loom  being  secured  at  ia  con- 
venient centre,  and  the  pupils  supplying  the  milk 
and  keepmgthe  butter,  local  .authorities  arranging 
19882-5.  -Three  instructors  could  do  a S 
“ , % passing  la-oat  district  to  district, 
hutfer-“»1<‘“8  in  tmbi 

HATiomxiiY  °»  Tmctos  Qrasnoa-, 

1,5°  reosntlj  been  made  in  Ire- 

members  of  the  Committees  most  generally  desiri™ 
the  success  of  the  work  did  not  care  a bmJ  5es,n  ,^ 

nationality , 19889,  19899— Department  advdsldtdav 

to  avoid  discrediting  the  system  at  start  Irish 


t wieners  Demg  more  popular,  19889,  19890-2  iorcm 
19900-2— There  was  a body  of  feeling  in  the  W 
ties  m favour  of  Irish  teachers,  19893  19897— p 
partment  did  not  prevent  County  Committees  w 
importing  teachers,  19896.  19902,-lln  the  SS  ™ 
mam-  teadiem  TO®  obtained  throng],  adrertiseSt 
m Scotch  and  English  newspapere,  and  the  Deoart 
ment  made  no  objection,  Department  had  -adviw 
against  such  advertisement  for,  1906-7  promishT 
Msh  teachers  by  the 'Spring,  K>00._lf  fc  pofifimi 
were  filled  up  from  Great  Britain  none  would  be  left 
for  students  training  at  -Department’s  insttti»« 
19894,  19897,  19000. -The  great  demand  S Si 
Britain  mid  elsewhere  for  instractors  made  it  likely 
that  -only  the  inferior  ones  would  go  from  Great  Rri 
tain  to  Ireland,  19902. 

Department’s  mte;es  could  snpply  tafare  demand, 
for  instructors,  29  students  were  training  tut  Royal 
College  of  Science,  and  when  trained  would  obtain 
immediate  employment,  34  ex-students  were  in  D« 
partment’s  employ,  19903— These  ex-students  helped 
to  keep  Department  in  touch  with  Royal  College 
19904— They  were  brought  up  annually  and  confer- 
ences were  held,  19905. 

Post-Graduate  Training  for  Instructors. 

Witness  advocated  more  post-graduate  training 
there  was  to  be  a fourth  year  as  a post-graduate 
course  at  the  'College  of  Science,  a demand  for 
higher  salaries  might  -result,  -but  greater  efficiency 
would  be  worth  more,  19906-7. 


Trouble  in  Donegal  in  regard  to  Appointment  or 
N-on-Native  Teachers. 

In  Donegal  exception  was  taken  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  instractors  not  natives  of  the  county,  at  first 
Department  had  not-  objected  to  qualified  persons 
receiving  appointments  in  their  own  county,  .but 
natives  were  usually  too  well  known  to  be 
effective  teachers,  instructors  who  were  natives 
were  sometimes  inclined  to  remain  at  home 
all  day,  and  merely  act  as  lecturers  instead 
of  constantly  visiting  the  farmers,  as  the  salary 
covered  the  cost  of  maintenance  instructors  had 
an  inducement  to  remain  at  homo ; an  in- 
structor had  a good  deal  of  patronage  to  bestow,  and 
his  relatives  would  .be  certain  to  exert  undue  pres 
sure,  farms  for  demonstrations  and  experiments  had 
' 0 j 5°  k®  sheeted  by  the  agricultural  instructor, 
and  this  involved  expenditure  of  public  funds  on 
seeds  and  manures  to  farmers’  advantage,  under  hor- 
ticultural scheme  seeds  and  trees  were  provided  for 
demonstration  plots,  accordingly  Department  had 
ruled  that  instructors  were  not  eligible  for  posts  in 
their  own  counties ; the  Donegal  County  Committee 
had  been  invited  to  submit  the  question  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Agin culture,  19908.— The  Commission  might 
take  -it  that  :in  the  spring  of  1904  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  Donegal,  with  Department’s  sanction,  ad- 
vertised for  two  butter nnaking  instructresses,  ad- 
vertisements always  stated  that  candidates  must 
pass  Department’s  tests ; in  May,  1904,  the  -County 
Committee  _ appointed  two  instructresses,  19909-12.— 
Witness  did  not  tihink  instructresses’  ineligibility 
was  indicated  to  Committee  till  after  the  appointment, 
“~e  Committee  had  possibly  not  been  made  aware  of 
tfie  rale,  19913-4— In  regard  to  the  discrepancy  of 
tfiree  letters  quoted  by  a Commissioner,  one  letter 
from  Department,  dated  May  28,  stating  that  as  a 
of  the  experience  of  1902-3,  Department  had 
ruled  no  one  should  take  up  an  appointment  under 
schemes  for  1903-4  in  the  county  in  which  Oie  or  she 
resided,  19916-20— A second  letter  of  July,  1904. 
also  from  Department,  stating  that  this  -rule  had 
j operation  for  the  past  two  years,  19920-3.— 
A third  letter  from  the  County  Committee  to  Depart- 
ment poanting  out  that  a few  months  previously  an 
appointment  of  an  instructor  resident  in  the  county 
had  been  sanctioned  by  Department,  19923. — Witness 
explained  that  tliis  resident  instructor  being  a 
teacher  of  bee-keeping,  w.as  an  exception  to  the  rale, 
as  local  teachers  of  bee-keeping  were  employed  to- 
avoid  expense,  19923-6. — -Witness  was  sorry  if  De- 
partment were  accused  of  discourtesy,  -he  would  have 
to  discuss  the  matter  with  Dr.  O’Donnell, 
19927-8,  19932. — -Department  had  a 'live-stock  scheme. 
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small  farm  prizes,  shows,  and  flax  schemes  in  Done- 
gal, the  difficulty  being  instruction,  19929-31. — In 
butter-making  the  disadvantage  of  having  instructors 
at  work  in  their  own  localities  was  less  than  in  other 
subjects,  but  if  these  instructresses  were  appointed 
from  the  county  others  for  other  subjects  might  also 
be  appointed,  it  was  over  this  matter  the  Donegal 
County  Committee  and  Department,  first  began  to 
differ,'  other  counties  had  accepted  the  rale,  19934, 
19941. — Witness  had  suggested  before  another  Com- 
mission that  each  of  these  two  girls  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  a part  of  the  county  away  from  her  home, 
as  had  been  done  in  Cork,  19935. — Department  had 
not  made  this  suggestion  to  Donegal  Committee,  as 
they  were  not  yet  satisfied  of  the  girls’  qualifications, 
19936. — Donegal  Committee  had  suggested  to  Depart- 
ment- that  Parliamentary  constituency  should  be  the 
unit  for  such  appointments,  19937. — This  might 
evade  the  difficulty,  or  a girl  from  the  North  might 
be  appointed  to  the  South  and  vice  versa.  19938. — 
Only  Donegal  applicants  had  asked  for  these  posts, 
tiie  reason  of  the  appointments  might  have  been  the 
girls’  knowledge  of  Irish,  19915,  19940. — There  were 
several  hundreds  of  farms  for  distribution  of  eggs, 
though  none  in  Donegal,  holders  of  these  farms  had 
to  collect  a number  of  birds  to  be  approved  by  in- 
structor, and  often  received  part  of  cost  of  a house, 
an  instructor  might  be  asked  to  approve  inferior 
birds  offered  by  her  relatives,  birds  approved  received 
a £5  premium,  19908,  19942. — It  was  a fine  point 
whether  yielding  to  pressure  from  relatives  was  dis- 
honesty, 19944-5. — Poultry-farming  instructors  were 
usually  gixds,  19943. — 'Witness  accepted  the  sugges- 
tion that  for  butter-making  the  Parliamentary  con- 
stituency should  be  the  unit  instead  of  the  county, 
19946-7.  - -But  when  a county  could  only  afford  one 
instructress  she  must  either  operate  in  her  own  Par- 
liamentary division  or  be  taken  from  outside  the 
county.  19949-54. — In  Donegal  there  was  little 
money  for  instruction,  perhaps  only  enough  for  two 
teachers,  one  for  butter-making  and  horticulture 
and  one  for  poultry-keeping,  19949. — The  question  of 
these  two  particular  instructresses  might  be  referred 
to  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  hut  if  on  account  of 
the  appointment  of  one-third  of  this  Council  by  the 
Department  the  Donegal  Committee  distrusted  the 
Council  some  account  should  be  taken  of  that  dis- 
trust, 19908,  19955-9. — The  Department's  third  were 
not  appointed  with  the  idea  that  they  would  defend 
Department’s  policy,  against  which  they  often  voted, 
19957. — Individuals  on  -County  Committees  who  had 
not  voted  against  a resolution  objecting  to  the  rule 
forbidding  selection  of  instructors  from  the  county, 
had  personally  begged  witness  to  keep  the  rule  in 
force,  as  otherwise  local  persons  would  be  constantly 
worrying  them  for  positions,  19960-1.— The  case  of 
these  two  particular  instructresses  could  'be  amicably 
arranged,  19962. — Department  had  not  intended  to 
arouse  any  feeling  about  the  matter,  witness  had  not 
seen  all  the  letters  referred  to,  if  he  could  have  dis- 
cussed the  subject  with  Mon  signor  Glynn  or  Dr. 
O’Donnell  the  difficulty  could  have  been  swept  away, 
19963. — It  was  not  always  safe  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  County  Committee,  19964-7. — The  techni- 
cal qualifications  of  candidates  must  first  be  con- 
sidered, 19968.-  The  responsibility  for  schemes  rested 
with  the  Department,  not  with  the  Committees,  Im- 
perial as  well  as  local  funds  being  involved,  19969-71. 

Effect  of  Breaking  up  Grass  Land. 

Probable  effect  on  economic  stability  of  small 
holders  in  Ireland  of  breaking  up  of  grass  land  had 
been  discussed  by  Council  of  Agriculture,  but  not 
referred  to  Committee  on  Cattle  Breeding.  19603. — 
Ordinary  grazing  land  would  pay  better  under  tillage 
if  capital  were  employed  and  the  land  used  intelli- 
gently, 19830-1. — Witness  advocated  mixed  farming, 
19832-4.  K 

Horse-Breeding. 

In  live  stock  schemes  progress  had  been  made, 
19973. — In  horse-breeding  schemes  stallions  were  re- 
gistered, in  1901  there  were  only  13  thoroughbred  sires 
m Ireland  and  97  agricultural  sires,  Clydesdales, 
etc.,  at  present  there  were  76  thoroughbreds  and  163 
of  the  others,  the  figures  for  1906  to  1907  would  be 
larger,  there  were  1,554  nominations  for  mares  in 
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the  first  year,  and  at  present  3,783 ; progress  had  re- 
sulted in  increased  expenditure  and  increased  effi- 
ciency, 19974-5. — 200  shows  were  held  every  year,  the- 
maves  came  to  the  shows,  and  were  inspected  by  De- 
partment’s veterinary  surgeons,  19976. — Ireland  ex- 
ported horses  largely,  19977. — The  figures  showed 
that  County  Committees  desired  to  avail  them- 
selves of  these  horse-breeding  schemes,  19979. — And 
showed  also  the  increased  opportunities  given,  19980. 
Export  of  Irish  horses  to  England  had  perhaps  de- 
creased since  the  war,  during  which  the  country  was 
denuded  of  horses,  19981.— Motor  traffic  interfered 
with  export  of  coaching  horses,  hut-  not  of  hunters, 
19982. 

Cattle-breeding. 

The  introduction  of  high-class  bulls  under  the  pre- 
mium system  was  carried  out  by  every  County  Com- 
mittee, each  Committee  desiring  annually  to  increase 
expenditure,  there  was  difficulty  in  obtaining  bulls 
for  service  for  small  farmers’  cows  at  fee  of  a shil- 
ling, 19982. 

Premium  Boars. 

Premium  boars  were  given  out  each  year,  premium 
at  first  was  £5  per  annum,  but  had  to  be  increased 
to  £8,  19982-3. 

Small  Agricultural  Shows. 

Sixty-one  small  agricultural  shows  were  held  in 
Department’s  first  year  in  1905-6,  140  were  held, 
19983. — Department  gave  £5,000  to  County  Com- 
mittees for  shows,  the  sum  being  divided  between  the 
counties,  first  on  the  basis  of  the  valuation  of  the- 
county,  then  on  the  basis  of  live  stock,  the  mean  was- 
tlien  taken,  and  that  sum  handed  over  to  county, 
19984-7. — Mayo  and  Galway  received  more  than 
Meath,  19989. — The  county’s  character  was  considered, 
the  western  counties  getting  more  than  others,  19990. 

No  serious  Overlapping  except  in  Donegal. 

In  the  schemes  for  1906-7  almost  every  county  had 
adopted  liorse-bvjeeding  schemas,  19991. — In  which 
and  in  farm  improvement  schemes  there  had  not  been 
serious  overlapping,  Department’s  schemes  had  not 
been  extensively  taken  up  in  Donegal,  19992-4.— 
Donegal  was  spending  nearly  £2,000  on  Parish  Com- 
mittee scheme,  and  County  Committee  was  spending 
£600  on  a similar  scheme,  amalgamation  was  desir- 
able, 19994-5. — As  congested  districts  contributed  to 
the  rate,  their  representatives  were  bound  to  see  they 
received  a fair  share  of  the  £600,  19996-7.— As  to  the 
question  which  body  should  administer  the  two  funds 
on  amalgamation,  the  body  that  contributed  most 
money  did  so  because  it  was  the  best  endowed,  the 
£600  was  the  ratepayers’  money,  19998-9. 

Department’s  Experimental  Plots. 

Department  had  experimental  plots  on  which  the 
land  was  accurately  measured,  notes  being  made  of 
everything  done,  weight  of  manures,  crops,  etc.,  on 
demonstration  plots  farmers  merely  inspected  and  es- 
timated results  for  themselves,  20002.— Itinerant,  in- 
structors obtained  plots  from  farmers  in  exchange  for 
manure  and  seeds,  and  supervised  the  cultivation.. 
20003-4. 

Matters  dealt  with  by  Department. 

Department  dealt  with  growing  of  barley,  early 
potatoes,  fruit,  and  tobacco,  with  vegetable  preserva- 
tion, cheese-making,  and  the  improvement  tin 
management  of  creameries,  20005. 

Poultry  Fattening. 

Not  many  poultry  fattening  stations  had  been  long 
at  work,  none  were  yet  safely  launched,  object  was 
to  send  birds  fattened  to  England  rather  than 
send  them  to  England  to  be  fattened,  20006.— Nearly 
nil  the  export  was  store  fowl,  20007.— Department’s 
school  for  training  poultry  station  managers  was  at 
Wicklow,  any  person  desiring  to  put  capital  into  a 
poultry  fattening  business  was  allowed  by  Depart- 
ment free  use  of  an  expert  for  a year  when  one  was 
available,  farms  were  not  started  unless  capital  was 
provided  locally,  20008.— Poultry  fattening  should 
succeed  as  well  in  Ireland  as  in  England,  20009-11. 
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Peat  Manufacture. 

Department  had  introduced  into  Ireland  the 
machinery  used  for  peat  manufacture  on  the  Conti- 
nent and  demonstrated  the  Continental  system, 
20002-13.— Ordinary  peat  briquettes  were  unprofit- 
able, the  only  profitable  form  of  peat  industries  was 
making  fuel,  litter,  dust  used  for  packing  fruits,  and 
to  some  extent  brown  paper,  20014-5,  20021. — A great 
. peat  factory  had  existed  for  some  years  near  Porta- 
down,  and  appeared  commercially  successful,  there 
was  one  for  paper  at  Celbridge,  20016-9. — It  was  not 
the  machinery  but  the  power  for  peat  factories  that 
was  expensive,  20020. 

Progress  of  work  justifying  system  of 
Administration. 

Department  considered  the  diagrams  shown  by 
witness  to  Commission  a complete  justification  of  the 
system  of  administration  by  County  Committees, 
progress  bad  been  slow,  but  as  the  procedure  became 
known  work  increased  in  amount  and  quality,  only 
one  or  two  County  Committees  had  held  back,  20021. 

Special  Difficulties  in  Congested  Districts, 

Overlapping  of  Department  and  Congested 

Districts  Board,  &c. 

_ The  seven  counties  mainly  congested  were  Donegal, 
Sligo,  Mayo,  Leitrim,  Roscommon,  Galway,  and 
Kerry,  at  first  Department’s  schemes  in  them  were 
administered  through  local  authorities,  special  diffi- 
culties presented  themselves  in  these  counties,  hut 
the  progress  there  would  bear  comparison  with  other 
counties;  owing  apparently  to  an  oversight  in  the 
Act  of  1899  Department’s  agricultural  endowment  of 
£100,000  was  earmarked  for  the  non-congested  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland,  so  could  not  be  applied  to  congested 
districts ; the  electoral  division  adopted  as  the  unit 
in  scheduling  districts  as  congested  was  not  co-exten- 
sive  with  the  rural  district  forming  the  unit  for  rat- 
ing under  the  Local  Government  Act,  it  was  decided 
to  raise  the  rate  for  Department’s  work  only  over  the 
non-congested  and  mainly  non-congested  rural  dis- 
tricts ; thus  the  non-congested  portions  of  mainly 
congested  districts  were  excluded  from  the  rate  and 
the  purview  of  the  County  Committee,  while  the 
congested  portions  of  mainly  non-congested  districts 
were  rated,  but  could  receive  no  funds  from  Depart- 
ment ; Congested  Districts  Board  then  agreed 
to  contribute  pro  rata  in  respect  of  congested  districts 
where  a rate  was  raised,  and  on  this  subject 
much  correspondence  ensued  between  Department, 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and'  County  Committees, 
noarci  as  well  as  Department  having  to  sanction 
'Committee  s schemes ; overlapping  with  Board’s 
schemes  in  congested  portions  of  mainly  non-con- 
gested rural  districts  was  inevitable,  County  Coun- 
cillors from  congested  districts  could  vote  against 
rate,  anti  so  block  schemes  in  non-congested  districts, 
the  people  concerned  and  many  members  of  County 
Committees  did  not  understand  what  all  this  meant : 
an  Act  passed  m 1902  enabled  County  Councils  to 
include  all  non-congested,  and  exclude. ‘all  congested 
electoral  divisions  from  the  rate,  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  intimated  the  discontinuance  of  their 
contribution  to  schemes  of  County  Committees  ; when 
™ of  the  Land  Act  came  into  operation  it  was 
no  longer  illegal  for  Department  to  spend  money  in 

a£aV»d  ^ 0ct°bei',of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  having  decided  to  apply  to  the 
primary  purpose  of  land  purchase  and  relief 
of  congestion  the  funds  they  had  hitherto 

expended  on  agricultural  development,  an  arrant 
™”‘  »“  CoagesM  DiUricte 

in  October  of  1903,  and  was  set  forth  in  Mr 
P-iU'ted  in  the  First  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission ; in  1904  Congested 
. Districts  Board  had  been  at  work  twelve  years8  and 
County  Committees  only  two  or  three,  the  Committees’ 
work  was  rapidly  increasing,  and  would  have  been 
greater  but  for  the  confusion  caused  by  the  operations 
ot  tlie  two  publm  bodies  and  for  the  fact  that  people 
>n  . dufaiota  had  been  for  twelve 

lomed  to  obtain  help  from  a oentr.1  department  S 
nn-ded  time  to  grow  accustomed  to  repLemta5v.  il, 
at, Hit, one  ..  existing  1,  the  cUTSS&J 
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20021-4.— Congested  Districts  Board  had  larger  fmuk 
for  agriculture  m congested  districts  than  had  th« 
County  Committees,  Board  had  been  spending  £11  oon 
per  annum,  of  which  only  £2,000  were  given  to  Depart 
ment ; Mr.  Wyndliam’s  memorandum,  before  referred 
to,  stated  that  as  the  primary  work  of  Board  waa 
completed,  further  funds  would  be  available  for  the 
secondary  work  of  agriculture  and  technical  educa 
tion  ; until  that  policy  was  carried  out  or  other  funds 
were  given  to  Department  there  could  be  no  fair 
comparison  between  work  of  County  Committees  and 
of  Board  ; Congested  Districts  Board  had  concurred  in 
the  policy  of  memorandum  which  stated  that  the 
congested  districts  would  have  to  surrender  in  respect 
of  agricultural  schemes  a part  of  their  right  to 
preferential  treatment  until  the  primary  work  of  land 
purchase  and  relief  of  congestion  had  been  effected 
20024-8. — It  was  on  this  understanding  about  sut 
render  of  preferential  treatment  that  the  Agricultural 
Board  accepted  the  proposals  contained  in  Mr.  Wvnd- 
ham’s  minute,  20028.— Agricultural  Board  was  aware 
of  inadequacy  of  £2,000  to  meet  the  obligations  to- 
wards congested  districts,  which  Department  under- 
took by  this  arrangement,  but  to  remove  the  oonfusion 
the  Agricultural  Board  agreed  to  vote  a sum  to 
complete  county  schemes,  20028. 

Unfairness  of  Comparison  between  work  of  Parish 
Committees  and  of  County  Councils. 
Parish  Committees,  whose  work  had  also  been  com- 
pared with  County  Councils,  had  existed  five  or  six 
years,  and  their  work  was  not  considered  successful 
at  first ; all  Department’s  schemes  had  to  undeigo  a 
year  or  two  of  trial  before  they  were  understood, 
20028-32.— £11,245  was  spent  on  Parish  Committee 
scheme  in  congested  areas,  while  the  seven  County 
Committees  received  from  the  Department  only 
£10,682  for  ten  schemes  in  congested  districts,  20032-4. 

The  joint  fund  in  County  Mayo  for  ten  schemes 
was  £2,745,  while  Congested  Districts  Board  voted 
£3,450  for  Mayo  Parish  Committee’s  schemes,  20035. 
— The  County  Committee  offered  prizes  for  improve- 
ments in  buildings,  homesteads  and  cultivation  of 
land,  the  prize  being  adjudicated  in  the  summer  by 
itinerant  instructor  from  a neighbouring  county, 
20036-9. — In  Parish  Committee  schemes  money  was 
contributed  to  improvements,  20039-40.— Witness 
could  not  say  what  £10  would  effect  under  Parish 
Committee  seheme,  any  number  of  farmers  might 
effect  improvements  in  hope  of  winning  Department's 
£10  prize,  which  exercised  a great  stimulating  in- 
fluence, 20041-2. — Witness  preferred  prize  system, 
20043-4. — It  was  in  force  in  Donegal,  but  not  in 
other  counties,  20045. — Department’s  scheme  provided 
few  prizes,  the  prizes  given  in  Donegal  were  so 
numerous  as  to  be  practically  a bonus  on  improve- 
ments, 20046-7. — No  reason  why  the  sums  contributed 
by  tlie  local  committees  might  not  'be  equal  to,  or 
greater  than,  those  under  the  Parish  Committee 
scheme,  but  they  anight  be  less,  20048-9.— With  a 
sufficient  organisation  a prize  scheme  could  be  worked 
with  a very  poor  population,  20050. — Schemes  witness 
propose!  for  congested  districts  would  not  exclude  the 
giving  a small  loan  for  improvements,  20051. — Parish 
^™nl^tees  system  had  been  at  work  since  about 
““054.— Agricultural  Board  had  not  contem 
plated  the  diversion  by  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
ransh  Committees  any  portion  of  the  funds  which 
Mr.  Wyndham’s  minute  stated  were  to  be  eventually 
available  for  the  secondary  work  of  agricultural 
and  technical  instruction,’.’  20055-6.— Department  had 
only  the  minute  to  go  by  for  their  view  of  the  arrange- 
ment, 20071. — It  was  not  necessary  to  draw  on  the 
£11,000  for  the  estates  work,  the  Agricultural  Board 
were  induced  to  take  over  and  subscribe  to  the  work 
on  the  understanding  that  the  £11,000  hitherto  spent 
on  agricultural  development  was  really  needed  for  the 
“primary  work”  of  land  purchase  and  relief  of 
congestion,  including  migration  of  the  people  and 
enlargement  of  holdings,  20059-63,  20066-71.— This 
primary  work  must,  perhaps,  take  a long  time,  but 
many  claims  had  Come  on  Department  from  congested 
districts,  20064-5. 

Arrangement  of  October,  1903,  between  Depart- 

■ ME'NT  AND  BOARD. 

The  arrangement  between  Department  and  Board 
made  in  October,  1903,  took  effect  in  19034,  200734.— 
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Witness  asked  Commission  to  bear  in  mind  the  facts 
just  stated,  which  many  witnesses  had  ignored,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Agricultural 
Board,  and  witness  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  arrangement  of  1903,  Mr.  Wyndham’s  minute 
was  clear,  and  that  it  was  clearly  interpreted  by 
Department  and  Agricultural  Board  was  shown  by  the 
Vice-President’s  reply  and  the  Agricultural  Board’s 
minute  at  their  meeting  19th  of  July  of  1906,  20075, 
20077-9. — Witness  was  aware  of  a pronouncement  of 
the  Board  with  reference  to  this  pronouncement  of 
the  Agricultural  Board,  20076. — For  three  seasons, 
while  this  arrangement  was  in  operation,  Department 
had  aimed  at  developing  their  statutory  relations 
with  County  Committees,  County  Councils  had  an- 
nually raised  rates  and  carried  on  schemes  for  the 
whole  county,  and  Agricultural  Board  and  Depart- 
ment had  provided  additional  aid  for  poorer  districts, 
but  as  available  funds  were  limited,  expenditure  on 
additional  schemes  was  confined  to  those  most  likely 
to  yield  immediate  return,  namely,  the  introduction 
of  sires,  bulls,  boars,  stallions,  jacks,  and  rams,  at 
first  the  withdrawal  of  the  money  formerly  given  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  was  less  severely  felt,  as 
many  sires  introduced  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  still  remained,  and  as  the  sires  diminished 
Department  endeavoured  to  introduce  others,  in  the 
belief  ample  funds  would  be  forthcoming  for  the 
development  of  agriculture  *in  these  districts ; the 
Agricultural  Board  at  their  meeting  in  J anuary, 
1907,  voted  £4,000  for  the  current  year,,  this  grant 
to  be  beneficial  must  be  followed  by  equal  grants  in 
succeeding  years,  20079-80. 

Cost  of  Arrangement  to  Department. 
Expenditure  from  the  rates  in  congested  areas  of 
seven  congested  counties  was  £1,312  in  1904-5,  £1,453 
in  1905-6,  £1,900  in  1906-7,  from  Congested  Districts 
Board  Department  received  for  these  districts  £2,000 
a year,  not  quite  all  of  which  was  expended  the  first 
year,  ;n  1905-6  Department  added  £180,  in  1906  7 
£1,100 : on  Department’s  own  additional  scheme 
£3,248  was  spent  in  1904-5,  and  £5,415  in  1905-6, 
for  1906-7  Department  had  £9,700,  to  which  Agricul- 
tural Board  had  added  £4,000,  20086. — Department 
had  expected  that  the  arrangement  of  October,  1903, 
would  cost  them  £5,000  a year,  it  now  cost  them 
much  more,  20087. — In  1902-3  Parish  Committees 
spent  £3,385,  in  1903-4.  £5,873,  in  1905,  £9,633,  in 
the  current  vear  their  expenditure  was  £11,000, 
20088. 

Experimental  Schools  fob  Girls  at  Loughglynn 
anh  Westport,  etc. 

In  congested  districts  special  provision  of  instruc- 
tion calculated  to  effect  standards  of  living  was  de- 
sirable, as  an  experiment  Department  had  started  a 
school  for  girls  at  Loughglynn,  in  Roscommon,  and 
another  at  Wesport,  in  Mayo,  to  teach  farmyard 
lore,  such  as  milking,  poultry-rearing,  etc.  ; Lough- 
glynn girls  were  day  pupils  from  the  neighbourhood, 
who  returned  home  at  night,  20089,  20091,  20130. — 
Loughglynn  school  had  been  at  work  three  years, 
Westport,  two,  20090. — It  was  intended  to  plant  a 
similar  school  in  every  densely  populated  district, 
20091,  20092,  20130. — The  education  was  called  Bean- 
an-Tighe,  because  it  concerned  the  work  of  the 
“ Woman  of  the  House”  ; the  school  or  rural  centre 
might  be  at  the  home  of  a religious  community  or  a 
private  individual,  provided  there  was  one  woman 
superintendent  who  was  prepared  to  devote  herself  to 
improvement  in  the  home  life  of  the  neighbourhood, 
who  possessed  a practical  knowledge  of  the  needs  of 
small  farmers  and  cottagers,  and  was  likely  to  win 
their  confidence  ; the  school  staff  were  to  aim  atbetter- 
ing  the  people’s  material  condition,  encouraging  their 
attachment  to  their  homes  and  country-side,  raising 
economic  efficiency  and  counteracting  the  tendency  to 
despise  farm  life ; pupils  were  not  to  be  fitted  for 
domestic  service,  factories  or  shops,  and  Department 
would  not  supply  funds  where  girls  did  not  return 
home  daily  ; all  girls  and  young  women  desiring  in- 
formation on  home  management  should  be  welcomed 
at  the  school,  20092,  20102-4. — Girls  of  any  age  over 
fourteen,  which  was  the  usual  age  for  leaving 
National  schools  were  to  be  admitted,  20003-100. — The 
teaching  was  to  be  all  practical,  cream,  poultry,  etc., 
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needed  for  teaching  were  to  be  brought  by  pupils, 
each  taking  home  the  product  of  her  labour,  20100-3. — 
Where  a school  was  successful  an  annual  show  of  the 

Sroducts  of  the  household,  poultry  runs,  etc.,  was  to 
? held,  20104. — A rural  centre’s  accommodation 
should  be  a farm  of  twenty-five  statute  acres,  with 
houses  for  cows,  calves,  pigs,  runs  for  fowl, 
turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  a fruit  and  vegetable  garden, 
a dairy,  washhouse  and  ironing  room,  kitchen 
with  two  open  hearths,  a range  not  being  required,  a 
room  for  sewing,  etc.,  20104. — Department  did  not 
provide  the  farm,  but  equipped  it ; a community 
provided  Loughglynn  farm,  20105-6. — The  system 
would  suit  only  populous  districts  and  was  contem- 
plated for  the  congested  districts  alone,  20107. — 
There  was  no  parish  organisation  that  could  be 
utilised  for  this  work,  the  rural  district,  a poor  law 
division  about  one-fifth  of  a county,  was  the  smallest 
administrative  area  in  Ireland,  20108-13. — The  pri- 
mary educational  system  might  be  utilised  for  domes- 
tic economy  teaching,  not  farmyard  work  ; these  rural 
centres  aimed  at  instructing  farmers'  wives  with  a 
view  to  improving  the  new  holdings,  20115. — Similar 
schools  existed  in  Belgium,  they  should  be  permanent, 
a generation  or  two  might  be  needed  for  good  results, 
20116-7. — Houre  for  beginning  work  were  not  fixed, 
earlier  hours  were  desirable,  but  progress  depended 
on  the  pupil’s  enthusiasm  and  it  was  too  soon  to 
make  strict  rules  ; girls  often  came  from  a distance, 
20118-20. — Importance  for  agriculture  of  early  rising 
should  be  inculcated,  20121. — The  centres  would  en- 
courage home  work,  they  were  for  females  only, 
20122-3. — Loughglynn  school  was  now  getting  into 
order,  20124. — The  teachers  in  charge  of  the  school, 
who  were  the  nuns  at  the  convent,  tended  to  devote 
too  much  time  to  industries,  this  would  always  be  the 
tendency  in  such  schools  and  the  people  had  a ten- 
dency to  take  up  industries  on  the  chance  of  im- 
proving their  position  by  getting  away  from  the  land  ; 
work  should  he  confined  to  that  bearing  an  agricul- 
ture, 20125-6,  20129. — The  nuns’  services  were,  how- 
ever, very  valuable,  20127-8. — Westport  school  took 
residential  as  well  as  day  pupils ; it  was  not  near 
enough  to  small  holdings  to  be  as  effective  as  Lough- 
glynn, 20129. — Westport  school  was  supervised  by  the 
Reverend  Mother  of  a convent,  but  was  under  lay 
teachers  ; the  teachers  did  not  visit  girls’  homes  as 
at  Loughglynn,  20131. — No  charge  was  made  at  West- 
port,  20132. — Department  selected  pupils  from  appli- 
cants ; candidates  unable  to  get  into  Cork  school  were 
sent  to  Westport ; about  200  were  always  awaiting  ad- 
mission ; fifteen  were  in  residence ; as  many  day 
pupils  as  came  were  admitted ; residence  was  six 
months ; at  Cork  there  were  four  sessions  a year, 
20134-7. 


Agricultural  Shows. 

A good  deal  of  money  was  devoted  to  shows  r 
greater  economy  might  be  shown,  but  as  the  agricul- 
tural shows  were  popular  and  grants  for  them  taken 
from  the  rates,  Department  did  not  withhold  their 
sanction  ; small  local  shows  would  be  the  most  useful, 
but  the  large  ones  were  of  value  and  had  prestige  of 
long  establishment,  20138-42.— The  fancy  farmer  had 
too  great  an  advantage  over  the  small  farmer,  and  in 
some  shows  prizes  were  unequally  divided;  Depart- 
ment's regulations  restricting  prizes  to  certain  classes 
of  people  had  been  withdrawn,  perhaps  unwisely,  be- 
cause of  the  idea  that  they  were  undue  interference 

and  in  deference  to  local  authorities,  20143-6.  20159. 

Department  reserved  the  right  to  control  shows,  hut 
after  the  first  years  left  control  to  County  Committee, 
20147-50. — Shows  were  got  up  by  voluntary  orga- 
nisers who  obtained  subsidies  from  the  County  Com- 
mittees; Committees  might  impose  conditions,  De- 
partment exercising  a veto  on  arrangements,  20151-4. 
—Under  Department’s  regulations  the  Show  Society 
had  to  furnish  accounts ; in  allocating  funds  to  a 
particular  show  County  Committees  had  to  consider 
the  various  shows  in  a county,  needs  of  each  district, 
omr i P t > on s and  prizes  for  the  particular  show', 
20155. — Department  had  never  exercised  their  veto  in 
regard  to  prize  list,  20156,  20158.— The  original  sche- 
dule for  prizes  had  been  drawn  up  under  Depart- 
ment^ 8upervision  and  had  undergone  few  changes. 

2 a 2. 
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Expenditure  on  Agricultural  Schemes  in  Con- 
gested Districts. 

Witness  spoke  of  congested  counties  as  seven,  as  lie 
excluded  Clare  and  Cork  Counties,  20162. — A table 
showing  each  year's  expenditure  in  congested  coun- 
ties from  1904  under  distinct  headings  could  be  drawn 
up,  20164-5. — In  regard  to  a table  of  annual  expen- 
diture on  county  schemes  witness  called  attention  to 
great  increase  of  expenditure  by  County  Committees, 
20160-1,  20165. — In  congested  counties  Department 
gave  30s.  for  every  £1  from  rates,  in  other  counties, 
25s.,  20166. — In  table  of  total  expenditure  from  the 
joint  fund  for  the  years  1904-5,  1905-6  and  1906-7  the 
first  two  columns  dealt  with  disbursements  of  local 
authorities ; the  objects  of  expenditure  were  detailed 
in  an  estimate  for  1907,  20167-71.— Department  began 
to  operate  in  congested  districts  after  an  arrangement 
with  Congested  Districts  Board  in  1903,  and  in  the 
first  year  spent  on  supplementary  schemes  in  those 
districts  £3,248  ; in  1904-5  and  annually  since  De- 
partment received  £2,000  for  congested  areas  from 
Congested  Districts  Board,  20216-7. — The  £2,000  was 
.scarcely  needed  in  1904-5,  but  in  1905  Department  had 
to  add  £180,  and  in  current  year  £1,100  in  addition 
to  special  schemes  paid  for  by  Department,  20218. — 
In  estimate  for  1906-7,  out  of  £14,700  allocated  to 
congested  areas  in  seven  counties  only  £1,900  was 
defrayed  from  rates;  in  1905-6,  of  £8,147  only  £1,453 
came  from  rates,  20220.— Department  was  not  en- 
titled to  spend  money  unless  there  was  a local  con- 
tribution, 20221. 


OONDJTIOXS  ON  WHICH  BULLS  WERE  SUPPLIED  IN 

Congested  Districts. 

Department  had  supplementary  schemes  in  the 
poorer  parts  of  congested  counties ; Department  had 
found  that  districts  scheduled  ,as  congested  were  not 
necessarily  the  poorest,  20171-3,  20227.— In  the 
premium  bull  scheme  County  Committees  of  western 
-counties  having  selected  premium  bull-holders  in  the 
-congested  .area  and  expended  all  the  Committee's  funds 
for  that  purpose,  submitted  to  Department  names  of 
.applicants  they  were  unable  to  supply,  20175. — General 
system  adopted  by  County  Committees  was  that  De- 
partment purchased  a hull  and  sold  him  to  a farmer 
at  one-third  cost  price,  the  farmer  received  a £15 
premium  from  the  County  Committee  and  out  of  the. 
premium  paid  Department,  within  two  years,  the  re- 
maining two-thirds  of  the  price,  20175-9.— The  County 
•Committee  made  regulations  as  to  which  persons  were 
to  send  cows  to  the  bull  and  the  fees  to  be  paid ; 
Department  generally  insisted  on  a shilling  fee  to 
compete  with  a poor  class  of  bull,  20180-2. —Well-to- 
do  farmers  might  obtain  use  of  the  bull  at  a low 
price,  20183.— Department  left  it  to  local  authorities 
to  see  there  was  fairness  in  the  matter  of  whose  cows 
•should  be  sent  to  the  bull,  20184-8.— Bull’s  owner 
could  refuse  cows  beyond  a certain  number,  20189.— 
Bulls  were  eligible  for  premiums  a second,  third  or 
lour tli  year ; their  high  price  made  it  desirable  to 
keep  them  as  long  as  possible ; the  animals  were  in- 
spected on  short  notice  and  if  not  in  good  condition 
lost  the  premium,  20190-1. 


C'l, 


5 of  Bulls  supplied. 


There  was  difficulty  in  getting  bulls;  Departmen 
were  seeking  them  at  the  moment  at  Perth  where  th. 
lu-eed  was  Shorthorn  Angus,  20192-4.— Galloway  bull: 
did  well  in  poor  parts  of  Ireland  though  they  wen 
•opposed  by  traders  as  they  did  not  fatten,  anc 
English  breeders  had  mistaken  Galloway  crosses  fo: 
Aberdeen  crosses  and  been  disappointed,  but  no  othe: 
Sh.?ul<?  be,  introduced  into  part  of  Connemara 
f™!?  H*?™-  ol  "hich  I"  remained,  wen 
what  Highland  cattle  would  come  to  if  kept  long  ii 
the  country,  20195-200.—  Kerry  cows  were  largely  usee 
in  Kerry,  but  had  not  been  a great  success  in  Conne- 
mara ; they  were  small  but  admirable,  20202-3.— A1 
STm£r‘  W?,re  w,antfd  most  for  beef  and  milk. 

rrDr?S?  ,S  CiUef  lnsPector  a permanent 
•official ; selected  bulls,  few  were  bought  and  for  verv 
poor  neighbourhoods  only ; most  bulls  lor  the  bettei 
paits  of  Ireland  were  purchased  by  farmers  them- 
selves, 20205-8.— Strong  farmers  would  ask  aid  of 
Department  s inspector  in  purchasing,  20209.— Bulls 
Biaa  risen  in  price  ; at  Perth,  shorthorns  cost  £19  in  189£ 


and  £84  in  1906,  20210-3,  20215. — Argentine  demand 
was  responsible ; Argentine  was  ready  to  pay  £1  onn 
a bull  calf  in  1906,  20214. — Farmers  in  North’  of 
Ireland  expected  to  get  shorthorns  at  £36  and  Galln. 
ways  at  £24,  20215. 

Supplementary  Schemes  in  Congested  Districts— 
Funds  available,  etc. 

Department’s  supplementary  schemes  were  less 
regular  in  their  provisions  than  County  Com- 
mittees’ schemes,  20221-2. — Department’s  " supple- 

mentary schemes  were  worked  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  counties  whose  backward  condition 
made  it  difficult  for  the  people  to  take  advan- 
tage of  schemes  under  local  authorities  and  where  the 
people  had  been  accustomed  to  refer  to  a central 
authority,  20223-8. — These  districts  were  under  County 
Committees  and  supplementary  schemes  were  worked 
because  the  Committees’  funds  were  insufficient  and 
the  farmers  unequal  to  taking  initiative,  not  because 
County  Committees  had  failed  in  their  duty,  20229- 
31.— Department  kept  a special  staff  for  supplemen- 
tary schemes  and  dealt  directly  with  districts,  20232- 
3. — Rates  raised  by  Committees  had  to  be  raised  uni- 
formly and  expended  on  each  district  in  proportion 
to  its  contribution,  so  that  Committees  could  not  give 
more,  but  less  help  to  poorer  districts,  20234,  20237- 
40. — Supplementary  schemes  were  intended  to  raise 
poorer  districts  to  level  of  others  and  enable  them  to 
take  advantage  of  Committees’  schemes  ; supplemen- 
tary work  did  not  result  in  Committee  neglecting 
poorer  districts,  20235-6.— Poorer  districts  required 
three  or  four  times  as  much  help  as  richer,  20241.— 
The  Act  permitted  2d.  rates;  Department  did  not 
contemplate  more  than  a Id.  rate,  20242. — The  rate 
would  not  cause  bankruptcy  ; average  holders  in  West 
of  Ireland  having  a valuation  of  £6  or  £5  would  not 
be  ruined  by  an  annual  charge  of  6d.  or  5 cl.,  20243-6 
—Expenditure  on  supplementary  work  in  1905-6  was 
£4,500,  estimate  for  1906-7  was  double  that,  20247.— 
Congested  Districts  Board  spent  about  £11,000  in 
those  districts  on  this  work ; they  gave  Department 
£2,000  a year  to  do  it ; Department  relying  on  a 
memorandum  of  Mr.  Wyndham’s  printed  in  the  First 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  had  hoped  more 
funds  would  be  forthcoming  as  Department’s  Endow- 
ment was  for  non-congested  districts,  but  as  need 
Agricultural  Board  had  increased  the 
£2,000  to  £9,700,  20248.— Department  had  originally 
expected  to  add  £5,000  to  the  £2,000,  20249.— As 
Department  had  not  been  able  to  spend  at  once  as 
much  as  Congested  Districts  Board  had  spent  as 
the  machinery  had  been  put  out  of  action  and 
would  have  to  be  re-started,  20250-1.— It  was  not 
till  the  year  1906-7  that  all  the  County  Committees 
but  Donegal  had  an  agricultural  instructor,  Depart- 
ment s supplementary  work  had  consisted  in  supply- 
ing Donegal,  Westport,  Galway  and  Tralee  with  one 
instructor  each,  who  were  engaged  in  supplementary 
schemes  and  had  little  time  for  agricultural  instruc- 
tion, but  had  carried  out  demonstrations  of  manuring 
and  growing  crops,  nine  additional  instructors  had 
now  been  appointed — one  in  Donegal,  two  in  Kerry, 
three  in  Mayo,  three  in  Galway,  others  would  be 
employed  if  funds  allowed,  20251.— Tralee  was  chosen 
as  a convenient  railway  centre,  20252-4. 


Supplementary  Horse-Breeding  Scheme,  Class  of 
Sires  supplied,  etc. 

As  a supplementary  horse-breeding  scheme  nineteen 
stallions  had  been  located  for  services  oi  small  fanners’ 
mares  at  10s.  fee  and  less,  20254-5.— There  were  only 
four  hackneys;  with  exception  of  half-breds  and 
thoroughbreds  all  these  aauimals  had  been  taken  over 
from  Congested  Districts  Board,  20256.— It  had  been 
stated  that  hackneys  ruined  tlie  breed  and  that  De- 
partment were  responsible,  20257. — Norwegian  sites 
were  pony  sires,  two  were  bought  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  but  were  not  welcomed,  a strong  half- 
bred  sire  of  the  general  type  of  the  animal  in  Ireland 
was  needed  in  the  West,  the  Connemara,  breed  was 
merely  the  horse  originally  all  over  Ireland  kept  small 
by  conditions  of  life,  and  animals  brought  to  Conne- 
mara should  be  of  same  blood ; half  breeds  were'  now 
registered,  Department  had  bought  two  for  congested 
districts,  20258-60. — Foals  were  sold  in  autumn  in 
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Connemara  at  any  rate,  at  Clifden  Fair  witness  liad 
seen  600  to  Y00  foals  brought  in,  they  were  sold  at 
£4,  £5,  and  £6,  and  would  be  disposed  of  at  Irish 
fairs,  some  wore  sold  to  England  for  pit  ponies, 
20261-4. — Foals  could  not  be  worked  so  young,  in  the 
West  they  were  rarely  bought  at  a year,  they  were 
sold  for  the  sake  of  ready  money,  and  because  far- 
mers could  not  afford  to  feed  them,  a year  later  they 
would  fetch  £2  or  £3  more,  20265-70a. — £7  was  a good 
price  for  the  first  year  if  the  service  was  cheap,  20271. 
— Witness  thought  the  Congested  Districts  Board  were 
responsible  for  introducing  hackneys,  though  the  con- 
trol might  have  been  in  the  Agricultural  Department 
of  the  Land  Commission,  20273-4. — Names  and  ad- 
dresses of  persons  with  whom  stallions  were  located 
had  l>een  put  on  record,  20275-6. 

Donkey-Breeding. 

Asses  were  valuable  to  small  occupiers,  Spanish 
jacks  were  in  great  demand,  but  difficult  to  get,  and 
costly,  'in  1906,  Department  had  placed  out  forty-one 
for  sen-ice  a Is.  fee,  half-bred  jacks  had  also  been 
placed  but  were  less  acceptable  and  smaller,  Depart- 
ment were  trying  to  breed  a better-  class  of  half-bred 
jacks,  20276-7. — County  Committees  did  nothing  re- 
garding asses  from  lack  of  funds,  20276,  20278-83. — 
In  Spain  as  many  asses  were  used  as  in  Ireland, 
20284. — Asse6  were  useful  for  drawing  turf  from  a 
bog,  for  going  to  market,  etc.,  their  slow  pace  might 
involve  loss  of  time  but  many  holdings  could  not  sup- 
port a horse,  20285-6. — Asses  grazed  by  the  roadside 
and  cost  little,  they  were  'ill-fed  and  badly  treated  in 
Ireland,  20287-8,  20292. — An  ass  could  carry  a man 
and  draw  a heavy  load,  20289-91. — It  was  not  subject 
to  distemper,  and  was  long-lived,  20293-4. — Names  of 
persons  with  whom  asses  had  been  located  had  been 
placed  on  record,  20294. 

Supplementary  Premium  Bulls  in  Wesern  Dis- 
tricts. 

In  1904  western  districts  were  fairly  well-stocked 
with  bulls  which  were  not  handed  over  to  Department 
but  remained  property  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
or  farmers,  20294-5. — In  1904  fanners  in  non-congested 
areas  were  only  beginning  to  understand  premium 
system,  those  in  congested  areas  took  longer  to  adopt 
it ; as  the  schemes  of  the  thirty-three  Committees  re- 
quired the  number  of  bulls  to  be  maintained  at  900 
the  supply  was  difficult  and  could  not  be  met-  from 
Ireland,  and  western  farmers  being  less  prompt 
than  others  in  applying,  the  Department,  in 
order  that  the  West  might  have  its  fair  share, 
bought  bulls  at  early  sales  and  kept  them  till 
western  farmers  applied  ; Congested  Districts  Board 
had  given  Department  option  of  buying  Good- 
body  farm  at  Athenry,  and  Department  there  es- 
tablished an  agricultural  station ; County  Com- 
mittees having  selected  recipients  of  premium  bulls 
Department  reviewed  what  localities  were  inadequately 
supplied  and  supplemented  from  their  stations ; the 
chief  drawbacks  to  cattle-breeding  schemes  were  lack 
of  funds,  dearth  of  good  bulls,  i-ise  in  price  of  bulls, 
20295-7. — Under  County  Committees'  scheme  and  De- 
partment's supplementary  scheme  farmers  themselves 
selected  the  breed  of  bull,  farmers  were  reluctant  to 
make  their  own  selection  from  Department’s  stations; 
number  of  supplementary  bulls  in  1907  would  be  130 
as  against  74  in  1906,  and  33  in  1905,  total  for  bulls 
n inlet'  county  and  supplementary  schemes  should  be 
about  300  in  1907,  but  the  number  depended  on 
supply,  inspectors  had  to  see  supplementary  bulls 
were  placed  in  districts  most  needing  them,  supple- 
mentary bulls  were  generally  placed  on  same  terms 
as  County  Committees’  bulls,  but  as  Galloway  and 
Kerry  bulls  were  less  affected  by  advance  in  prices  the 
terms  foir  them  were  those  formerly  given  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  20298. — Improvement  in  cattle 
would  be  quicker  if  bulls  at  large  unfit  to  propagate 
the  species  were  castrated ; this  was  a very  important 
matter,  20299-301. — Supplementary  premium  bulls 
had  nob  been  placed  in  the  poor  district  of  Gleneolm- 
cille  or  Kilcar  till  the  cu!rren't  year,  a pi-ivate  indivi- 
dual had  been  placing  bulls  there  in  recent  years, 
20302-3. — Premiums  being  now  given  to  three-year- 
old  bulls  the  yearly  demand  might  be  less,  premiums 
to  four-year-olds  effected  little;  there  was  reluctance 
to  keep  four-year-olds  as  they  got  too  heavy,  20303-5. 
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—Few  supplementary  bulls  had  hitherto  been  placed, 
there  were  two  at  Burtonport,  20306-7. — The  cross 
from  Galloway  bulls  in  Connemara  was  an  improve- 
ment on  the  "old  breed;  the  value  of  the  progeny 
tempted  farmers  to  sell  them  so  that  Department  con- 
templated keeping  up  the  supply  of  premium  bulls  in 
these  districts  for  some  time,  20308-10. 

Swine-Breeding  in  Western  Districts. 

Swine-breeding  scheme  liad  especially  appealed  to 
western  districts;  at  Athenry  and  elsewhere  stations 
had  been  established  where  premium  boalrs  were 
placed  to  obviate  the  danger  that  noil-congested 
counties  would  buy  up  all  the  boars  before  western 
farmers ; County  Committees  or  Department  sold  to 
applicants  at  cost  price  plus  carriage  applicants  pay- 
ing £2  down  aaid  the  rest  being  deducted  afterwards 
from  premium ; improvement  tin  breed  was  rapid  as 
swine  were  prolific  and  came  soon  to  maturity ; num- 
bers of  boars  located  had  steadily  increased  through- 
out Ireland,  20311-2.— The  hugli  York  breed  was  most 
in  demand  in  west,  in  north  the  new  plack  pig  from 
North  of  England,  20313-4.— Swine-fever  was  not 
under  witness’s  department,  20315. — Witness’s  depart- 
ment had  had  no  trouble  with  the  fever  except-  a 
little  difficulty  .in  moving  boars,  there  was  a difficulty 
for  farmers  wishing  to  buy  from  parts  of  England 
where  the  fewer  was  prevalent,  20315-7. — System  for 
boars  resembled  that  for  bulls,  £5  premiums  were 
given  the  first  year,  £3  the  second,  but  boars  were 
practically  given  free  owing  to  recipients’  poverty, 
20318-9. — Want  of  proper  feeding  for  pigs  was  a great 
drawback  especially  when  potatoes  failed,  the  pig  al- 
ways followed  the  plough,  20320,  20342. — There  was 
scope  for  development  in  pig-breeding  but.  it  was  well 
forward,  first-class  pigs  were  exported,  Ireland’s  bacon 
trade  w.as  good,  huge  numbers  of  fatted  ' pigs  were 
sold  in  the  west,  20322-5. — Age  for  killing  nine  to 
ten  months,  price  £3  10s.  to  £4,  20326. — Pig  trade  was 
one  of  the  most  important  trades  over  the  lines  "from 
Mayo  to  Waterfoird  and  Limerick,  20327. — Pig-breed- 
ing was  intermittent  'in  the  West  of  Ireland;  it  was 
natural  that  when  prices  were  high  more  pigs  should 
be  bred  than  when  they  were  low,  20328-9. — High 
prices  were  not  wholly  due  to  scarcity  in  Ireland,  but 
sometimes  to  scarcity  elsewhere,  a scarcity  of  potatoes 
and  low  prices  for  years  would  be  followed  by  decrease 
in  number  of  pigs,  20330-2.  — V ariatlion  was  lai-gely 
owing  to  price  of  bacon  which  depended  greatly  on 
imports,  20333. — Witness  would  not  advise  Irish 
people  that  pig-breeding  should  be  constant;  unless 
farms  were  tilled  they  did  not  supply  food  for  pigs, 
and  the  profit  of  pig-raising  depended  on  the  prices 
given  for  the  Indian  corn,  ete.  on  which  the  pigs  were 
fed,  20334-7. — Milk  was  used  in  pig-feeding  but  could 
be  utilised  for  other  stock;  it  paid  to  feed  pigs  on 
milk  when  pork  and  bacon  were  deal-,  20338-42. — 
Pigs  were  plentiful  where  there  was  tillage,  20342. — 
In  view  of  tile  poor  class  of  land  held  by  small  holders 
in  County  Mayo  the  large  supply  of  pigs  from  Mayo 
was  wonderful,  20343. — There  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  farmers  to  keep  pigs  if  they  were  assured  of  a 
ford  supply,  20344. 

Sheep-Breeding  Scheme,  Supply  of  Rams,  etc. 

Department  had  tried  a sj-stem  of  subsidising  rains 
but  as  sheep-breeding  did  not  lend  itself  to  a premium 
system  and  scab  was  prevalent,  the  system  was  with- 
drawn ; measures  to  suppress  sheep-scab  had  since 
been  taken  and  Department  had  placed  Blackfaced, 
Roscommon,  and  Cheviot  rams  in  Galway,  Mayo, 
Donegal,  and  Kerry;  rams  we’re  sold  to  farmers  at 
reduced  prices  names  and  addresses  of  persons  with 
whom  they  were  located  had  been  placed  on  record, 
20345. — Mountain  land  could  be  over-drained  for  sheep 
as  certain  plants  consumed  in  winter  required  a damp 
soil  but  large  areas  would  be  improved  by  surface- 
drainage,  20346. — Cattle  placed  on  a surface-drained 
mountain  might  destroy  the  drain,  but  this  would  de- 
pend partly  on  the  sub-soil,  20347. — Depai-tment  had 
some  regard  to  the  selection  of  individuals  to  whom 
they  sold  rams,  but  not  to  the  nature  of  purchasers’ 
holdings,  20349-52. — In  this  matter  Department  had 
to  rely  on  inspectors  and  overseers  who  were  in- 
structed to  see  to  improvement  of  antimals  and  the 
advantage  of  the  small  man,  rams  had  to  be  sold  to 
small  holders  above  mutton  price  dr  they  would  be 
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re-sold  as  mutton,  farmers  imagined  tliey  gave  full 
price  for  rams  aaid  Department  encouraged  the  belief ; 
many  rams  had  been  placed  out  but  not  enough, 
20352-5. — Sheep-rearing  on  small  Irish  farms  was  pro- 
bably as  well  managed-  as  could  be  expected,  20356. — 
There  were  great-  numbers  of  sheep  in  Galway,  Roscom- 
mon was  a fine  sheep-feeding  country,  20357. — Snow 
did  not  lie  long  on  the  hills,  nor  deep  enough  to  pre- 
vent sheep  getting  their  noses  into  it,  20358-9. 

Poultry-Keeping:  Instruction  given  Establish- 
ment of  Egg-Stations,  etc. 

Poultry  keeping  was  a great  source  of  income  if 
properly  attended  to,  many  egg-stations  for  providing 
egg-settings  of  pure  breeds  had  been  established  in 
poorer  districts,  in  both  n oil-congested  and  congested 
districts  theft-e  was  an  unexpected  demand  for 
poultry-keeping  lectures  and  instruction  which  De- 
partment had  not  thought  well-suited  to  poorer  dis- 
tricts ; at  Department’s  request  County  Committees  of 
Galway,  Roscommon,  Sligo,  Leitrim  and  Mayo  sus- 
pended lectures  and  spent-  more  money  on  new  settings  of 
eggs,  two  of  the  teachers  were  continued  and  charged 
with  arranging  for  supply  of  eggs  and  inspection  of 
stations  in  tile  five  counties  during  winter,  while  in 
summer  they  continued  demonstrations  and  instruc- 
tion ; at  County  Committees’  desire  instruction  would 
be  resumed  next  year;  the  western  district  schemes 
aimed  at  improving  breed  of  fowl  so  as  to  reduce  the 
death  rate  and  6ome  success  had  been  attained,  Com- 
mittees’ desire  to  continue  this  work  and  the  increased 
demand  for  improved  breeds  were  evidence  of  pro- 
gress, some  evidence  of  improvement  in  eggs  had  been 
collected,  20360. — There  was  no  egg-stations  as  yet 
•in  Donegal,  20361. — Congested  Districts  Boai-d’s  in- 
fluence was  felt  less  in  poultry -raising  than  in  any- 
thing, to  encourage  poultry-raising  required  sustained 
efforts,  interest  in  it  had  only  developed  within  five 
or  six  years,  but  Congested  Districts  Board  had  egg- 
stations  from  the.  start,  20362-5. — Department  gave 
farmers  thirty  birds  of  pure  breed  and  sufficient 
COC  a^  sma^  price  on  condition  eggs  were  sold  at 
a Shilling  a dozen,  and  within  the  district;  a pre- 
a o^Wa£r,given  if  resulte  were  satisfactory, 
20366-8,  20370.— -Recipients  of  premium  birds  could 
themselves  goun  for  breeding  fowls,  the  eggs  were  only 
used  for  breeding  so  long  as  a shilling  a dozen  could 
be  obtained  for  them,  holders  of  egg-stations  often 
got  fine  birds,  20369-70. -It  was  an  object  to  get 
strong  cockerels  to  change  the  blood  in  the  native 
breed,  the  some  was  done  with  ducks,  20371-2  —Duck- 
rearing was  pretty  general  in  Ireland,  Department’s 
duck  scheme  had  not  been  long  at-  work,  20373-4.— De- 
part-ment  encouraged  adoption  of  movable  poultry- 
1™-  20376-8.— There  a rfbem,  for  tarke^keed- 

l?1,"1'"1  could  be  ceiled  on 

in  small  holdings  where  land  was  dry,  20378-81. 

Agricultural  Development  in  Congested  Dis- 

TRICTS— DrAWBACICS  OF  DUAL  ADMINISTRATION, 

Witness  exhibited  diagrams  showing  progress  of 
work  by  Department  and  County  Committees  in  the 
seven  counties,  County  Committees  in  West  of  Ire- 
land  were  rapidly  getting  a grasp  of  the  work,  20382- 

. mere  was  an  annual  increase  in  number  of  nre- 
mium  boars,  western  counties  having  more  than  tlieir 
share,  but  the  supply  was  increasing;  Department’s 
E1Sa?°A*l0f  t lG,  apcultural  station  and  breeding 
farm  at  Athenry  led  to  a great  jump  in  Mayo  ant 

iThio id 

SaTb.^£ffi£B‘1_"5  4; 

avoid  clashing  or  overlapping  wirt^n*868  • officials  to 
20386-8. — More  moley w£  £SS  Work’ 

and  more  work  which  should  hk!?  for  those  districts 
to  »hom  a.  wroW  had  aJre^b»”iLrfP"t”“td 
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who  had  already  almost  superseded  Congested  n;. 
tricts  Board,  20389-90a.— The  £2,000  a year  given  bT 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  Department  was  wholly 
insufficient;  the  abolition  of  a dual  administration 
for  schemes  regarding  agricultural  development  as 
distinct  from  land  operations  was  necessary  to  avoid 
overlapping  and  confusion,  20391-5,  20420.— Over- 
lapping between  schemes  of  County  Committees  and 
Department  was  avoided  as  the  same  officers  ad- 
ministered both,  County  Committees  as  statutory 
bodies  could  eventually  assert  their  right  to  ad- 
minister both,  20396.— Congested  Districts  Board  had 
withdrawn  tlieir  scheme,  20397. — Department’s  in- 
spectors and  overseers  who  assisted  western  County 
Committees  could  alone  see  that  a system  was  supple- 
mentary, not  antagonistic  to  Committees’  schemes- 
evils  of  dual  administration  were  illustrated  before 
1904,  when  Congested  Districts  Board,  Department 
and  County  Committees  had  conflicting  schemes;  alter- 
native to  present  scheme  was  to  deprive  Department 
and  Committees  of  statutory  powers  and  create  a new 
agricultural  development  department  and  board  but 
present  Department  and  Committees  were  equal  to 
the  work,  only  money  and  a fixed  policy  were  needed 
20420-1.— Congested  Districts  Board  had  no  statutory 
powers  regarding  rates,  if  such  functions  were  given 
it  there  would  be  two  statutory  bodies  possessing  them 
20421-3.— Department  existed  for  the  whole  country- 
outside  congested  districts,  the  establishment  of  an- 
other department  would  involve  great  administrative 
waste,  20424,  20426-7. — An  arrangement  by  which 
neither  Department  and  Congested  Districts  Board- 
was  abolished  would  argue  the  abolition  of  the  rate, 

Constitution  of  County  Committees. 

Department  urged  County  Committees  to  work 
through  local  district  committees,  20398.—  Depart- 
ed not  mind  whence  additional  funds  were  provided 
20399.— County  Committees  were  selected  from  County 
Councils  and  co-opted  members  outside  County  Coun- 
cils  who  had  special  knowledge  of  congested  dis- 
tricts from  which  they  were  drawn,  20400,  2040-5.— 
County  Committees  were  drawn  equally  from  well-to- 
do  and  poorer  district,  20402. — County  Committee  was 
a statutory  body  under  Department’s  Act  passed  two 
years  after  local  Government  Act,  20406-9.— Before 
County  Councils’  and  previous  to  Department’s  crea- 
tion there  was  an  Agricultural  Department  of 
the  Land  Commission  and  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  20410-1. — Persons  really  representative  of 
people  benefiting  by  agricultural  schemes,  including 
many  premium  holders,  sat  on  Committees,  witness 
“^objected  to  the  presence  of  premium  holders, 
<sU412-6.  Co-opting  outside  members  was  intended  to 
secure  persons  with  knowledge  of  live  stock,  etc., 
not  theorists,  20415,  20417,  20419.— There  were  many 
theorists  m Ireland  always  informing  Department  of 
their  ideas,  20418-20. 

Evidences  and  causes  of  backward  condition  of 
Agriculture  in  Ireland. 

Agriculture  in  Ireland,  generally,  was  behind  that 
ol  the  best  Irish  counties,  20430-1.— Agriculture  was 
bad  m south-west  Connemara,  in  many  parts  of  West 
of  Ireland  it  could  be  improved,  in  Donegal  it  was 
more  advanced  than  in  other  western  counties,  20433- 
o.  Backwardness  in  agriculture  in  Ireland  was 
snown  by  preponderance  of  uneconomic  holdings,  the 
want  of  working  capital  and  proper  housing  for  far- 
ners  and  stock ; the  increase  in  second-class  pasture 
which  would  produce  three  times  the  wealth  if  well 

v.  ’ tbe  satisfaction  with  the  existing  system  of 
. ““8  fl'eJa“d  a ranch  to  supply  stock  for  British 
l®18  , ratten,  the  practice  of  selling  the  best  and 
■ “V1®  tram  inferior  stock,  the  almost  complete  loss 

m certam  districts  of  the  art  of  tillage,  the  want  of  a 
mfvwi  sy®j*m  °t  rotation,  the  aversion  to  doing 
.lan  the  minimum  to  clean  land,  the  want  of 
snwiL  , a ? Work’.the  tendency  to  put  off  ploughing. 

S oT.i  8 , harvesting  to  the  last  moment,  the  small 
*‘me>  the  want  of  recognition  that 

,Wa8,  tlie  best  manure,  combined  with  other 
iaS  t0  ke®P  Irish  farming  backward,  20446-9- 
small  Tiifnt  °i  tillage  was  less  prevalent  among 

uJLholdmif  ,than  lar8e>  both  smal1  and  larSe 
holders  would  be  compelled  to  return  to  tillage, 
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20450-3. — Farmers  in  Ireland  generally  were  satisfied 
with  the  ranch  system,  20454. — Witness  advocated 
putting  the  large  cat-tie  ranches  under  tillage,  but 
reserving  a portion  of  each  farm  for  fattening  pur- 
poses.  20455-61. — In  certain  parts  of  Ireland  there  was 
first-class  cultivation,  20467-9. — Unfair  comparison 
between  agriculture  in  Ireland  and  other  countries 
was  often  made,  but  in  western  districts  of  Ireland 
the  peasants  were  without  land,  buildings  or  capital, 
they  were  in  isolation  and  risk  of  periodic  famine, 
market  gardening  was  not  practicable  owing  to  the 
districts’  remoteness  from  markets,  20469. 

Early  Potato-growing. 

Early  potato-growing  had  been  tried,  but  the  small 
plots  made  it  difficult  to  get  a sufficient  produce  to 
tempt  dealers,  20470,  20492. — Ireland  could  supply  a 
blank  between  the  Jersey  Island  and  Scotch  potato 
crops,  the  price  would  be  good,  but  the  market  not 
long,  as  it  would  be  succeeded  by  the  great  Scotch 
potato  crop  ; in  some  cases  potato-growing  in  Ireland 
had  brought  £40  per  statute  acre  and  another  crop 
was  grown  in  the  same  year,  20471-3. — Experiments 
had  been  made  in  County  Cork  where  farmers  were 
well-off  and  might  grow  enough  to  tempt  Glasgow 
and  Liverpool  merchants,  20474. — The  tilling  was  not 
good  in  Cork,  but  was  improving,  20477. — Early 
potato-growing  was  on  the  increase,  generaUy,  and  the 
planting  earlier  every  year,  a large  area  in  Ayrshire 
was  devoted  to  it,  20475-6. — Irish  labourers  in  South 
of  Scotland  only  lifted  and  dug  potatoes,  learning 
nothing  of  the  tillage  or  even  the  handling  of  horses 
and  carts,  20478-9. — Potatoes  were  sold  in  the  ground, 
they  came  into  the  market  in  June  or  early  July, 
Ireland  could  not  produce  them  before  June,  20480-1. — 
Department’s  experiment  in  Cork  had  been  going  on 
and  increasing  slowly  for  four  or  five  years,  20482-4. — 
Late  frosts  had  damaged  the  potatoes,  but  the  crop 
had  never  failed.  20485-6. — Late  frosts  were  a risk  in 
the  south-west  of  Ireland,  20487. — Early  potatoes 
from  West  of  Ireland  might  be  profitably  sold  in 
England  when  a footing  was  obtained  in  Great 
Britain’s  markets  by  utilising  the  bigger  and  more 
advanced  districts,  20488-9. — Existing  small  farmers 
could  not  quickly  be  converted  into  early  potato 
growers,  but  much  might  be  done  among  the  younger 
men,  climate  and  soil  were  not  against  early  potato 
growing,  20490-1. 


CAMPBELL,  Professor  J.  R. — continued. 

in  Ireland  would  never  need  rest  from  tillage,  but 
where  land  was  poor  parts  must  always  be  under 
grass  to  rest  it  and  the  grass  was  needed  to  feed  the 
stock,  20517-9. — Some  grass  land  in  Roscommon  bought 
by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  had  been  sold  through  Estates 
Commissioners  to  nine  new  occupiers,  each  farm  con- 
tained about  thirty  acres,  one  occupier  intended  to  go 
in  for  dairying  and  give  two  acres  to  roots,  four  to 
oats,  two  to  seeds,  two-thirds  of  the  land  remaining 
under  pasture,  this  would  probably  pay  him  best, 
20521-7. — Under  a tillage  system  the  best  bits  could  be 
left  under  grass,  the  proportion  of  tillage  on  a farm 
was  a question  of  capital  for  implements,  etc.,  a horse 
was  always  necessary,  20528-9. — Even  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  grazing  land  was  needed,  because  the  crops 
could  not  be  directly  exported,  but  must  be  converted 
into  beef,  mutton,  pork,  but  much  land  might  be  put 
under  tillage  even  in  Meath,  20531-2. — There  should 
be  a reservation  of  the  best  grass  lands  in  Ireland  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  rest  of  the  country  if  it  were 
concluded  that  beef-production  was  best  for  the  far- 
mers, 20530,  20535-40. — The  grass  land  need  not  he 
reserved  if  dairying,  pig-rearing  and  poultry-keeping 
were  found  more  profitable  than  beef  or  store  pro- 
duction, prices  in  the  next  ten  years  would  settle  the 
question,  20540.  The  thirty-acre  holdings  in  Ros- 
common would  pay  better  if  farmers  tilled  a portion 
of  them,  each  farmer  doing  the  work  himself,  with  the 
aid,  perhaps,  of  one  son,  a man  with  an  active  wife 
who  attended  to  the  stock  would  need  little  other  help, 
20542-4. — It  was  doubtful  if  it  would  pay  to  till  500 
acres  of  land  in  Meath  in  existing  conditions  of 
labour,  20542. — Tillage  might  pay  where  the  farmer 
employed  one  labourer,  the  profit  of  employing  labour 
extensively  in  tillage  was  doubtful,  20546. — It  was 
wasteful  to  keep  stock  three  years,  stock  should  be 
born  in  February  or  March  and  sold  fat  at  two  years 
old  as  was  done  in  East  of  Scotland,  20547-50. — 
If  grazing  ranches  were  split  up  into  small  farms 
farmer  would  either  remain  graziers  or  become  mixed 
tillage  farmers  and  rear  stores  to  be  finished  in  Scot- 
land or  Meath,  or  farmers  would  themselves  do  the 
fattening,  20553,  20555. — To  avoid  having  to  sell  stock 
under  two  years  old  for  lack  of  means  to  feed  them 
small  holders  should  keep  fewer  breeding  cows  and 
have  two  cows,  two  calves,  two  yearlings,  and  two  two- 
year-olds,  20552,  20555. — Stock  could  be  finished  by 
small  holders  in  Ireland  if  proper  buildings  were  uro- 
vided,  20556.  be 


Agricultural  Products  of  Ireland. 

Roots,  potatoes,  corn,  hay  and  grass  were  all  the 
products  soil  and  climate  permitted,  they  could  not 
be  exported  and  must  be  converted  into  beef,  mutton, 
pork,  butter,  cheese,  eggs  and  poultry,  for  which 
there  was  always  sale,  20492a-20494. — All  that  was 
needed,  except  with  regard  to  beef,  was  the  perfecting 
of  the  present  agricultural  system,  20495-8. 

Question  of  Tillage  of  Fattening  Lands. 

Fattening  land  was  unsuitable  for  tillage  only  when 
very  heavy,  as  then  tilling  was  expensive,  20500, 
20504. — A large  area  of  fattening  land  in  Ireland  to 
supply  beef  to  Great  Britain  summer  and  winter  was 
desirable,  20504,  20530. — There  was  an  idea  that  the 
best  fattening  lands  were  too  rich  for  tillage  and  that 
crops  would  fall  down,  but  roots,  turnips,  potatoes 
and  cabbages  would  not  fall  down,  and  if  grain  did 
it  would  only  be  in  the  first  few  years,  the  real  diffi- 
culty was  to  get  land  rich  enough,  20502-3. — Tilled 
land  indisputably  yielded  better  and  supported  more 
labour  than  grass  land,  20498,  20505,  20508,  20533. 
— After  a few  rotations  the  fertility  accumulated  in 
grass  land  would  have  disappeared  and  manuring 
might  be  needed,  20505-6. 


Advantages  of  Mixed  Farming — Proportion  of 
Grazing  Land  needed,  etc. 

Witness  did  not  commit  himself  to  advising  tillige 
■>f  poor  land,  20508-9,  20533. — It  would  pay  farmers 
of  100  acres  of  such  land  as  that  in  the  Golden  Vale 
of  Tipperary  to  till  a considerable  portion,  20510-5. 
— Tillage  of  small  and  large  farms  would  he  a gain 
to  the  national  wealth,  20513-4,  20516.— Farmers  who 
oraployed  labourers  could  not  profitably  put  the 
whole  farm  under  tillage,  20516.— Huge  tracts  of  land 


Products  suited  to  Small  Holdings  and  Mixed 
Farming. 

Witness  saw  no  difficulty  in  breaking  up  the  grass 
lands,  he  believed  the  question  of  fattening  cattle 
and  raising  stores  was  nearly  at  an  end  in  Ireland, 
and  he  advocated  dairying,  pig-feeding,  and  poultry- 
rearing as  involving  less  competition  than  beef  pro- 
duction, the  amount  of  beef  imported  from  Argentine 
had  enormously  increased  of  late  years,  while  the 
price  had.  fallen,  mutton  imports  were  also  increasing, 
imports  6i  butter,  bacon  and  eggs  had  not  increased, 
nor  had  their  price  fallen  and  they  should  be  produced 
in  Ireland,  their  production  suited  mixed  tillage  and 
small  holdings,  20557,  20559-61.— For  beef  production 
on  small  holdings  proper  housing  was  needed,  £30 
allowed  by  Estates  Commissioners  was  too  little, 
20558,  20619. — The  slowness  of  land  purchase  opera- 
tions would  allow  time  for  a gradual  change  to  the 
system  of  small  holdings  under  tillage,  20562-3.— 
On  thirty- acre  holdings  stock  could  be  fattened  in  the 
stall  if  buildings  were  provided,  20563-6,  20572-3.— 
Under  the  system  recommended  bv  witness  small 
occupiers  would  get  all  the  profits,  20567.— Com- 
petition from  Argentine  would  soon  extend  to  the 
higher  qualities  of  beef,  though  not  to  the  highest 
qualities  such  as  .Scotland  could  provide,  and  small 
holders  in  Ireland  did  not  yet  understand  fattening 
stock,  while  they  all  understood  dairying  which  pro- 
duced immediate  profit,  a fall  in  the  price  of  beef 
might  at  any  time  destroy  the  value  of  an  ox,  20568- 
70.— Fattening  could  not  succeed  on  second-class  Irish 
grass  lands,  20571. — Best  grazing  lands  were  mostly 
in  one  county,  20573.  J 

Buildings  needed  on  a Thirty-acre  Farm. 

Under  Estates  Commissioners’  system  of  eiviruz 
occupiers  money  for  buildings  the  buildings  could  t>| 
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erected,  more  cheaply  than  by  contract,  as  farmers 
could  themselves  help  in  the  erection  ; not  £30,  but  at 
least  £100  per  holding  was  required  and  the  need 
for  buildings  was  urgent,  20576-86. — Buildings  ne- 
cessary to  get  the  best  results  from  a thirty-acre  farm 
were  a cowhouse  with  sufficient  space  and  light  to 
keep  the  animals  healthy  and  avoid  tuberculosis, 
a stable  for  a horse,  a barn,  a small  covered  place 
for  roots,  feeding-stuffs,  etc.,  a pig-stye,  fowl-house, 
and  accommodation  for  calves,  20590-7,  20610. — 
Many  thirty-acre  farms  in  Great  Britain  with 
which  Ireland  had  to  compete  had  accommodation 
superior  to  this,  20598-9,  20612. — In  Lagan  district 
the  farmsteads  cost  £600,  20600. — Roofs  of  cowhouse, 
stable,  and  pig-stye  must  be  slated,  bam  and  store 
could  have  corrugated  iron  roofs,  20601-8,  20610-1. — 
Builders  were  discussing  the  question  of  cheaper 
material  than  stone  for  walls,  20609. — The  cubic  space 
in  cowhouses  was  very  important,  local  authorities 
would  not  allow  milk  to  be  sent  from  farms  unless 
the  cubic  space  was  sufficient  to  secure  the  animal’s 
health,  the  standard  in  some  places  was  600  cubic 
feet  per  cow,  Department  recommended  500,  in  many 
cowhouses  in  the  West  of  Ireland  there  were  only 
200,  20614-6. — A ground  space  11  or  12  feet  by  7 and 
9 or  10  feet  of  height,  making  840  cubic  feet  was 
needed  for  a house  for  two  cows,  20617-8,  20621-3.- 
Witness  put  in  as  evidence  a leaflet  giving  descrip- 
tion of  good  dairying  system,  less  than  this  would 
serve  if  there  were  facilities  for  keeping  milk  clean 
and  space  to  keep  cows  healthy,  tubercular  disease  in 
Irish  stock  was  considered  a danger,  but  witness 
thought  them  very  free  from  it,  20623-4.— The  houses 
should  be  enclosed  in  four  well  ventilated  windows, 
Oullock-fattening  and  the  best  milk  production  could 
not  be  carried  on  under  an  iron  roof  with  light 
and  air  admitted  through  the  gable  ends,  20625-30. 
The  land  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  create  new 
holdings  was  well  suited  to  production  of  roots, 
potatoes,  grain,  grass,  and  hay,  which  it  would  pay 
new  occupiers  to  convert  into  articles  for  human  con- 
sumption; witihout  suitable  buildings  tlillage  was  im- 
practicable and  new  occupiers  must  remain  graziers; 
many  of  Irish  farmers  competitors  in  Great  Britain 
had  buildings  costing  £10  per  statute  acre;  Estates 
Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts  Board  were 
providing  new  occupied  with  inadequate  funds  for 
buildings,  a,t  least  £4  per  acre  was  needed,  and  more 
if  buildings  were  erected  by  contract,  20633,  20639.— 
In  the  store-raising  industry  in  Ireland  cattle  could 
remain  out  m winter  but  store-ra'ising  was  expensive 
and  risky,  20636-8. — Houses  foi-  cattle,  horses,  poultry, 
a barn  fuld  a store  "'here  roots,  turf,  and 
artificial  manures  could  be  placed  were  necessities  for 
new  holdings,  20639,  20684  , 20697. -In  estimating  cost 
• S ,lan£,  aJld  dividing  -it  up  for  mixed  larm- 

iiig,  £120  should  be  calculated  for  building  on  each 
Ji°iciing ; some  occupiers  would  themselves  contribute 
a portion  of  tins,  20640-4. — Many  occupiers  had  quite 
insufficient  capital,  without  buildings  and  working 
f™  oiltl  w^nfhiu.  useless  to  settle- men  on 
W0Uld  6uffice  on,y  if  the  mi- 
grant could  himself  do  a great  deal  of  work  on  build- 
i lgs  “ otherwise  a cottage  alone  would  cost  more 
than  £120,  20M7-9-£100  advanced  for  building 
would  mean  £3  5*.  added  to  holder's  annuity,  it  might 
be  easier  to  pay  £15  5s.  witli  buildings  than  £12  with- 
ooAAA  n exPei'clltui'e  would  be  reproductive,  20650, 
S'7i?n,geS  cd  Dlrtric1ts  Boavfl  had  been  expending 

SIS  £22  1 T'  rtJh°USeSj  t!leir  out-houses 

wl“c'1  was  entirely  insufficient, 
20655.6,  20663,  20665.— The  price  of  tenant-right  paid 

too  SlUSF  f°ll  ll?M1UgS  t,KT  had  ff‘ven  UP  would  be 
too  small  foi  buildings  and  stock,  20657-8  —In  all 

^nflhTrtigatef  Witjless  «*ore  appeared  no 
reasonable  grounds  for  expecting  migrants,  to  add  at 
least  for  some  time  to  buildings  erected  by  Estates 
62  naS0n Wi+and  pongested  Districts  Board,  20659- 
62,  20665.  itaiess  had  imvestigated  cases  of  migrants 

Z,  mm.  r* 

received  loans  for  purchase  of  Sock,  20684—1^45 
Wre  givW1  othf  ^t-houses  might  be* £ 
fened.  tillage  was  impossible  with  buildings  bike  thSe 

r Boa'rd  el'ect<H]  for  £22  10s.  a^d 
which  consisted  of  four  walls,  an  iron  roof  an  d ™ 


floor,  so  that  it  was  only  fit  for  fowls ; as  far  as  the 
cow  was  concerned,  sho  was  better  in  the  dwelling 
house  if  she  were  kept  clean,  20680-2. — £22  inf" 
houses  had  no  arrangement  for  keeping  her  clean 
20683.— Abetter  equipment  of  new  holdings  would  give 
occupiers  a better  chance,  but  beyond  a certain  point 
it  would  be  unwise  to  put  up  buildings,  20694.—  De- 
partment's overseers  reported  occupiei-s  were  not-  mak- 
ing the  most  of  the.  land  as  they  might-  with  better 
buildings,  20695.— A given  sum  of  money  spent  bv  a 
public  department,  would  go  as  fai-  as  if  spent  by  the 
fanner,  20697.— Daliry  products  coming  from  such 
buildings  as  Congested  Districts  Board,  provided  would 
not  pass  the  sanitary  authorities,  the  same  was  not 
true  of  all  the  dwellings  in  Ireland  as  some  had  a 
floor,  20697-700.— Irish  farmers  could  never  compete 
successfully  with  others  unless  accommodation  was  im- 
proved, 20701.— In  speaking  of  new  occupiers  witness 
referred  to  those  settled  on  land  which  had  been  many 
years  under  grass  and  on  which  there  were  no  houses 
20703. — Witness  had  not  seen  much  of  congested  dis- 
tricts but  had  formed  conclusions  from  what  he  had 
seen,  20687. 

Class  of  Land  which  should  be  Tilled. 

In  new  farms  Estates  Commissioners  endeavoured 
to  give  each  man  a piece  of  good  and  a piece  of  bad 
land,  the  bad  should  not  be  tilled,  20705.— Very  bad 
land  Should  not  be  included  in  thirty-acre  farm 
20704,  20706. — But  sheep  might  be  grazed  on  it| 
20709.— Much  bad  land  iin  Ireland  might  be  reclaimed 
by  drainage,  great  expenditure  on  drainage  would  not 
pay,  20710.— Tilling  thin  land  such  as  that  on  poor 
sand  would  not  pay,  20711-2. 

Raising  Cattle  for  Beef. 

Witness  did  not  advocate  continuing  beef  produc- 
tion but  if  it  were  continued  fattening  land  must  be 
reserved  from  tillage,  20707,  20709.— The  question  of 
stores  and  feeding  cattle  was  a fundamental  one  for 
farmers,  raising  of  cattle  for  beef  was  the  chief  in- 
dustry in  Ireland  but-  at  present  most  unsatisfactory, 
the  risk  attending  breeding  owing  to  mishaps  inci- 
dental to  parturition,  the  risk  of  'high  death-rate  at- 
tending calf-rearing  as  well  as  loss  to  the  land  in- 
volved in  building  up  carcase  and  offal  fell  on  Irish 
farmers  and  a high  proportion  of  it  on  western  occu- 
piers ; few  animals  were  made  prime  fat  in  Ireland, 
and  profits  on  the  rest  went  to  cattle  feeders  in  Great 
Britain  who  bought  store  beasts  at  4s.  or  6s.  per  cwt. 
less  than  the  price  of  fatted  beasts,  and  made  further 
profit  in  the  enhanced  value  the  cake  used  in  fatten- 
•Dg  gave  the  manure,  20741. — In  a place  where  the 
land  was  not  too  bad,  wheire  the  bull  cost  a great 
deal,  and  the  service  of  the  cow  10s.,  the  calf  would 
be  worth  20s.  to  30s.  when  dropped,  it  cost  about  £4 
to  realr  and  fetched  perhaps  £6,  abortion  was  a great 
cause  of  loss,  and  some  cows  died  natural  deaths  or 
failed  to  breed,  20747-9.— Cattle  would  be  more  profit- 
able if  grazing  and  fattening  periods  were  con- 
current instead  of  consecutive  as,  though  yearlings  took 
longer  than  two-year-olds  to  fatten,  two-thirds  of  the 
foods  consumed  by  a fattening  ox  went  to  maintain 
the  heat  and  energy  of  the  body;  in  Ireland  an  ox 
was  left  on  second-class  gracing  land  till  two  and  a 
half  or  three  years  old,  losing  in  winter  much  of 
i , Sa-ined  in,  summer,  and  occupying  ground 
which  thus  supported  only  two-thirds  the  number  of 
cattle  it  might-  maintain,  20750-2.— Many  Irish  ani- 
mals exported  as  fat  welre-  not  really  so  and  were 
finished  in  Great  Britain ; the  small  western  occupier 
raised  stores  for  graziers  or  dealers  which  could  not 
pay  mm  with  the  land  in  grass  but  might  if  he  pro- 
duced roots,  fodder,  and  grain,  and  fattened,  or  partly 
rattened  them,  as  lie  could  on  second-class  grass  land, 
which  if  partly  tilled  could  carry  more  cattle  in  win- 
ter and  on  an  average  of  the  seasons  than  it  could 
under  grass  ; as  the  conversion  of  the  grass  lands  into 
new  holdings  would  take  time  no  dislocation  of  the 
store  stock  trade  need  be  feared,  20752.— Dislocation 
would  'result  if  conversion  took  place  at  once,  20753. 

Effect  of  Foreign  Competition  on  the  Cattle 
Trade. 

The  figures  of  dead  meat  imported . into  United 
Kingdom'  for  the  years  1885,  1895,  1905,  had  an 
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important  bearing  on  the*  question  of  the  cattle  trade, 
20754. — There  was  a prospect  that  Argentine  would 
eventually  send  as  good  meat  as  that  produced  in 
Meath  or  Klildare  except  that  Argentine  meat  would 
be  dhilled,  at  present  Argentine  forequartc-irs  were 
under  average  price  of  Irish  fat  cattle,  20755. 
— Canadian  and  united  States  cattle  were  fetching  as 
good  prices  as  Irish  fat  cattle,  though  less  than  the 
best  prime  bullocks  of  Great-  Bi-itain,  American  com- 
petition would  affect  Ireland  more  than  Great  Britain, 
because  Ireland  did  not  produce  the  prime  material, 
20755-9. — There  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  pro- 
duction of  prime  fat  beef  in  Ireland  while  Argentine 
beef  was  constantly  improving  and  gradually  would 
compete  with  prime  Scotch  beef  though  the  chilling 
would  always  make  a difference,  20760-1,  20777. — The 
Argentine  did  not  suffer  from  the  distance  because  lit 
could  produce  so  cheaply  owing  to  its  excellent  soil 
and  climate,  and  a new  system  of  growing  lucerne  in 
Argentine  was  likely  to  revolutionise,  the  trade  there, 
20762-4. — Ireland  and  Argentine  could  not  be  com- 
pared for  natural  advantages,  20766-72. — Irishmen 
who  had  not-  been  successful  in  Ireland  had  had  great 
success  in  the  Argentine,  20773-4. — Home  trade  'had 
nothing  to  fear  from  Canadian  cattle  ; since  Canadian 
stock-owners  were  shut  out  of  the  store  market  in 
Great  Britain  they  had  learned  to  fatten  their  ani- 
mals,which,  as  now  imported,  fetched  as  good  prices 
as  home-fed  cattle;  as  Canadian  farmers  now  needed 
manure  it  paid  them  better  to  consume  their  own  ctfm 
with  their  own  cattle,  and  then  sell  them  ns  beef,  not 
stores,  20775. — With  capital,  buildings,  and  skill,  the 
Irish  farmer  of  thirty  acres  could  grow  root's  and 
crops  as  good  as  those  of  Great  Britain  and  fatten  his 
animals,  the  bulk  of  Irish  land  wa's  suitable  for 
this,  20780-2.— It  Itas  desirable  that  the  many  new 
'holdings  to  be  created  should  lx*  large  enough  and 
sufficiently  well-equipped  to  enable  farmers  to  fatten 
cattle,  20783-7. — The  outlook  for  store  and  half-fat- 
cattle  trade  being  extremely  gloomy  the  only  hope  lay 
in  breeding  animals  of  finest  quality,  fattening  them 
at  home  right  from  birth,  and  disposing  of  them  prime 
fat  at  two  years  or  under,  slight  rises  in  price  would 
'however  probably  occur  to  encourage  those  who  pre- 
ferred grazing  and  store-raising,  20788. 


Dairy-Farming  and  Production  of  Eggs,  Pigs,  and 

Fowl  better  suited  to  Small  Holdings  than 

Feeding  Prime  Bullocks. 

In  recent  years  daily  farmers  had  held  their  own 
I tetter  than  graziers  and  beef -producers,  and  butter, 
pigs,  eggs,  and  fowl  were  commodities  well  suited  to 
a country  of  small  farmers,  and  responded  more 
quickly  to  the  industry  of  the  farmer  and  his  family 
besides  needing  less  technical  skill  than  feeding  prime 
bullocks  ; these  commodities  also  yielded  a sure  income 
and  quick  return  important  to  new  occupiers,  and 
needed  less  expensive  buildings  than  fattening  cattle  ; 
cattle-feeding  in  Great  Britain  was  mainly  in  eastern 
counties,  western  counties  whose  climate  resembled 
that-  of  Ireland  were  the  seat  of  the  dairy  industry, 
Which  was  there  gradually  replacing  mixed  farming 
and  cattle-feeding,  and  m many  counties  the  produce 
was  entirely  devoted  to  rearing  milch  cows,  calves 
were  killed  or  disposed  of  soon  after  birth  so  that  more 
milch  cows  might  be  kept,  on  similar  system"  the  num- 
ber of  milch  cows  in  Ireland  might  be  almost  doubled, 
cheese-making  though  very  profitable  needed  too  much 
technical  skill  to  be  quickly  introduced  into  Ireland, 
Ireland’s  soil  and  climate  wore  especially  adapted  to 
butter  production  and  the  separated  milk  could  be  given 
to  pigs,  eggs  and  poultry  exported  to  Great  Gritain  from 
Ireland  in  1904  were  worth  over  two  and  three-quarter 
millions,  sterling,  and  the  trade  might.  Jx*  greatly  ex- 
tended, in  this  industry  Irish  farmers  had  advantage 
of  proximity  to  marker,  the  price  of  eggs  was  not 
falling,  20788.- -No  record  of  egg  exports  had  been 
kept  between  1825  and  1904,  increase  in  production  of 
blitter,  bacon,  eggs,  and  poultry  could  accompany  an 
extension  of  tillage,  decline  in.  number  of  pigs  in 
Ireland  was  due  rp  want  of  tillage,  and  of  cheap  by- 
products to  feed  pigs,  to  meet  competition  the  best  of 
cvrylhing  should  be  produced,  namely  of  stores,  beef, 
mutton,  butter,  pigs,  eggs,  poultry,  under  a system  of 
mixed  farming ; new  occupiers  should  K-  given  means 
to  produce,  especially  butter,  pig  and  poultry  products 
in  great  quantity ; it  was  an  advantage  that  this  was 
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tile  traditional  form  of  agriculture  in  Ireland  though 
the  art-  had  been  lost  in  some  grazing  districts,  20789- 
91. — Department  had  a scheme  for  evolving  a breed 
of  cattle  more  adapted  to  production  of  milk,  but  it 
was  desirable  to  ‘have  cattle  good  both  for  beef  and 
milk,  and  these  existed  in  the  cross-bied  shorthorn  of 
Ireland,  20792-3. 

Effect  of  Premium  Bull  System  on  Milking  Pro- 
perties of  Irish  Cattle. 

The  assertion  that  the  bull  premium  system  was  de- 
stroyingthe  milking  properties  of  Irish  cattle  was  made 
before  any  of  the  produce  could  have  been  in  milk,  but 
there  was  a risk  that-  the  premium  bulls  would  have 
that  effect ; the  decendants  of  Scotch  cattle  trans- 
ferred to  Ireland  would  probably  be  improved  iu  milk- 
ing quality  while  the  reverse  would  be  true  of  Irish 
cattle  transferred  to  Great  Britain,  the  soil  probably 
had  much  to  do  with  it-,  20794. 

Size  of  an  Economic  Holding. 

If  new  occupiers  remained  graziers  a larger  ai-ea 
would  be,  needed  to  provide  for  them  and  their 
f a-mdllies  than  if  they  tilled  their  land ; Congested 
Districts  Board  regarded  any  holding  whoso  valuation 
was  over  £10  as  economic,  £10  holdings  would  be  under 
twenty  acres  of  second-class  land  ; if  standard  of  com- 
fort were  to  be  raised  as  it  should  be,  and  occupiers 
to  be  placed  beyond  danger  of  distress  in  bad  years, 
more  would  be  required;  an  article  in  Department’s 
Journal  for  December,  1903,  stated  that  a holding  to 
be  economic  should  euable  a falrmer  to  bri ng  up  his 
family  in  an  independent  way  with  enough  food  and 
clothing  and  a fair  general  education  and  to  appren- 
tice one  or  more  children  to  a business  or  trade,  find 
employment  for  himself  and  rlie  son  who  was  to  suc- 
ceed him,  profitably  employ  other  members  of  his 
family  and  save  for  his  old  age,  the  area  under  tillage 
should  vary  according  to  size  and  age  of  family,  mini- 
mum size  of  farm  depending  on  the  use  of  spade  and 
plough,  the  spade  could  be  used  economically  only 
under  a system  of  intensive  cultivation  for  market 
gardening  which  was  impossible  for  Ireland  generally. 
Irish  farmers  generally  must  follow  «*.  system  aiming 
at  production  of  roots,  potatoes,  corn,  hay,  and  grass 
which  required  the  plough,  and  as  the  plough  needed 
two  horses  a holding  to  he  economic  should  ibe  large 
enough  to  keep  them  -at  work,  viz.,  .about  fifty  sta- 
tute acres  of  average  quality,  but  if  two 
farmers  co-operated  thirty  statute  acres  each,  or  where 
land  was  very  fertile  twenty-five  might  do,  20795. — 
An  economic  holding  was  thus,  roughly  speaking,  one 
that  could  not  be  worked  by  the  spade  unless  under 
intense  cultivation,  this  was  practically  the  German 
standard  according  to  which  the  possession  of  one 
horse  qualified  for  Government  assistance  in  settling 
a tenant,  on  land,  20795a,  20797. — Two-horse  farms 
would  lx*  better  than  one-liorse,  if  farmers  em- 
ployed labour,  tliirty-acre  'holdings  with  buildings 
and  capital  might  be  cultivated  w.it-h  success,  20798. 
— On  a.  £10  holding  the  standard  of  comfort  would  be 
very  limited,  20801-2. — Land  for  creating  holdings 
was  limited,  but  the  population  was  small,  20803. — 
Undc-r  a tillage  system  population  would  increase, 
20804. — Tillage  would  give  occupation  to  a farmer’s 
sons  and  others ; it  was  desirable  to  have  a backbone 
of  two-horse  farms,  a sprinkling  of  smaller  ones  for 
labourers  and  pteoplo  with  small  capital  and  some 
still  larger  farms  whose  holders  had  capital  anti 
enterprise  and  might  set  an  example  in  improved 
methods,  20805,  20810. — The  principal  large  holders 
in  Ireland  at  present  laid  out  land  in  grass  which 
needed  little  science,  but  there  were  farmers  who  with 
land  and  capital  would  act  as  leaders  to  the  smaller 
ones,  20806-9,  20814. — The  statement  that  the  larger 
the  f a!nn  the  less  science  was  used  in  working  it  was 
of  large  but  not  Universal  application  in  Ireland, 
20811-4. — The  holdings  contemplated  would  employ  a 
man  and  Iris  family  all  the  year,  the  majority  of  pre- 
sent holdings  did  not,  20841-2.— The  change  to  im- 
proved conditions  would  lx*  slow  but  effective  if  started 
on  the  right  lines,  20843-4.. — An  economic  stan- 
dard having  some  relation  to  the  standard  of 
comfort  could*  be  adopted,  that  standard  anxl  the 
standard  of  cultivation  would  gradually  rise,  20847-9, 
20854. — A thirty-acre  holding  could  support  a fanrilv 
in  greater  comfort  than  at  present  prevailed 
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in  the  west,  holdings  half  that  size  and  less  for  live  stock  were  given  and  the  loans  were  ren  M 

could  afford  no  standard  of  comfort;  it  was  re-  and  the  people  become  rich,  20676-7. As  the  Ffrenh 

grettable  that  Congested  Districts  Board  had  created  estate  holdings  were  cleared  and  drained  and  was 
so  many  uneconomic  holdings  on  which  many  holders  paid  for  the  work  by  Board  to  tenants  witness  could 
were  in  danger  of  inability  to  meet  obligations  or  to  not  accept  the  arrangement  as  an  agricultural  in 
remain  on  the  land  and  not  become  migratory  provement,  20690-3.— Without  money  holdings  could 
labourers,  in  non-congeeted  parts  of  Ireland  pro-  not  be  successful,  witness  knew  of  a man  who  wa 
portion ateily  fewer  uneconomic  holdings  had  been  sold  given  land  but  having  no  money  must  remaiin  „ 
under  Purchase  Acts,  20854-7.  labourer,  20678-9.  a 


Migratory  Labour. 

A migratory  labourer  should  not  receive  an  econo- 
mic holding  as  he  could  not  cultivate  it  and  work 
part  of  the  year  in  Great  Britain,  his  presence  was 
a source  of  weakness  to  Ireland,  employers  in  Great 
Britain  had  no  responsibility  for  these  migratory 
labourers,  and  the  burden  of  them  in  illness,  etc.,  fell 
on  Irish  ratepayers,  20814-5,  20835.— The  problem 
would  become  more  serious  if  the  demand  for  mi- 
gratory labourers  in  Great  Britain  declined,  20816. — 
Canada  did  not,  and  was  not  likely  to  require  migra- 
tory labourers  though  she  might  want  permanent  ones, 
20818-23. — Tillage  an  Great  Britain  involving  the  de- 
mand  for  migratory  labourers  was  likely  to  be  as 
permanent  as  in  Ireland,  20824-6.— There  was  danger 
that  dairying  would  oust  other  agricultural  business  in 
England,  20830.— Tillage,  might  remain  on  small  Irish 
holdings  after  disappearing  from  Great  Biitain,  but 
though  on  thirty-acre  holdings  a farmer  might  em- 
ploy one  labourer  employment  for  all  these  migratory 
labourers  would  not  be  found  in  Ireland  except  under 
.a  general  system  of  improved  tillage;  the  migratory 
labourer  .if  left  on  his  -uneconomic  holding  must  ai- 
ways  be  in  danger  of  famine,  20831-7.— The  problem 
might  be  partly  met  by  giving  these  labourers  thirty- 
acre  holdings  on  which  they  could  live  even  if  agri- 
culture became  worse,  20827-9.— Migratory  labourers 
gained  no  agricultural  knowledge  from  their  travels, 
Enough  they  improved  in  intelligence,  20838-40,  20850-3. 

Glasnevin  Model  Tillage  Farm  Changed  into 
Fruit  Farm. 

. The  Glasnevin  model  tillage  farm  had  been  changed 
*OU1'  ye®®  a£°  by  witness’s  advice, 
20724-5. — The  farm  was  a four-acre  farm 
with  first-class  buildings,  and  supplied  milk  to  Dublin 
at  a high  price,  it  was  therefore  no  guide  to  the  small 
farmer,  20722-3,  20725-34,  20738-40.— Department  did 
not  require  this  farm  as  the  system  was  shown  on  a 
larger  scale,  it  was  therefore  converted  into  a fruit 
wll^rre  horticultural  instructors  were  trained, 
<20736-8.—  In  South  and  North  of  Ireland  fruit-growing 
was  earned  on  as  on  this  model  farm,  western  fare 
mere  could  do  the  same  if  they  went  in  for  fruit,  and 
some  did  though  witness  did  not  expect  large  orchards 

3 mwT”  bei”E  p,“ted  “ 

Requirements  of  Migrants  ; Capital,  etc. 
Agriculturist  throughout  United  Kingdom  had  to 
lace  foreign  competition,  and  the  new  occupiers  had 
Tr,w?pete  With  "?Proved  methods  elsewhere  in  the 
-Kjingdom  and  needed  for  this  buildings,  capital,  and 
education  including  organisation,  20857.— If  Land  De- 
^reated.h(>ldings  and  provided  buildings  De- 
Agriculture  could  if  supplied  with  suffi- 
‘ ProVd.R  for  working  capital,  education, 
organisation,  and  improvement  of  stock ; many  new 
occupiers  would  need  instruction,  in  use  of  implements 

lie  would  pay  through  hi? annuity  f or^l?  1 expeils.e 

farmers  I “pI “K  *“  Hu* 

did  pay  Hum,  20885-6. 10„  FfXh  StateLS 


Extension  of  Loan  System  Proposed. 

Most  new  ocupiers  required  at  least  £50  beyond 
their  own  capital,  Department  lent  money  for  pur- 
chase of  sires  and  fob*  fencing  and  to  agricultural 
banks,  this  loan  system  could  be  extended  to  purchase 
of  stock  and  implements,  etc.,  otherwise  occupiers 
must  stock  farms  gradually  while  meantime  meeting 
annuities  and  facing  competition;  Department  now 
proposed  to  Commission  that  a substantial  sum  should 
be  provided  for  loans  for  stock  and  implements  under 
supervision  of  Department’s  overseers  or  instructors 
20887-90,  20891. — Loans  for  buildings  should  be  put 
into  holder’s  annuity  or  could  be  obtained  from  Board 
of  Works,  but  as  the  holder  had  to  pay  i’t  all  it  would 
be  better  to  consolidate  the  loan  into  one,  small  occu- 
piers were  unwilling  to  approach  Board  of  Works 
20889-91. — A good  central  agricultural  bank  wS 
needed  mi  Ireland  through  which  part  of  Department’s 
endowment  that  had  Men  saved  could  bo  given  in 
loams,  20892.  S m 

Agricultural  Instruction  for  New  Holders. 
Department  could  also  supply  new  holders  with 
practical  instruction  in  agricultu^p,  in  othdr  counties 
such  education  had  been  given  by  philanthxopdo  land- 
lords setting  an  example  on  their  home  farms  and 
introducing  high-class  sires,  by  tlfe  example  of  suc- 
cessful farmers  who  introduced  improved  principles 
of  agriculture,  by  agricultural  press  and  by 
systematic  agricultural  education,  20892-5.— In  West 
of  Ireland  the  home  farm,  the  large  enterprising  agri- 
culturist and  the  agricultural  Press  counted  for  little 
live  stock  improvement  was  attended  to  by  Department 
and  County  Committees,  itinerant  instructors 
could  do  important  work,  but  organisation  was  the 
first  essential ; twenty  occupiers  combined  together 
could  obtain  materials  and  skilled  labour  for  erecting 
buildings  more  cheaply  than  one  man,  implements  and 
machinery  could  be  shared,  and  time  and  money  saved, 
in  purchasing  manures,  seeds,  etc.,  20897. 

Department  should  have  Additional  Funds  for 

AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  BACKWARD  DIS- 
TRICTS. 

Congested  districts  were  too  closely  collected  with!  nan- 
congested  areas  to  be  treated  separately  and  the  County 
Committees  having  taken  them  in  hand  should  con- 
tinue to  work  m them  and  should  receive  great  in- 
crease  of  funds ; the  work  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
s ould  cease  entirely  so  far  as  concerned  agricultural 
• Pr<*'fnie,1t  as  distinguished  from  land  purchase  iamd 
industries ; artificial  boundaries  between  congested  and 
lion-congested  districts  should  cease  for  agricultural 
mprovement  purposes,  20897-901,  20905.— At  present 
1 stash  Committees  were  engaged  on  same  work  as  De- 
partment, 20902-3.— £30,000  per  annum  should  be 
imjJn  *?r  backward  districts  and  administered 
i i er  Lepavtment  through  men  with  special  know- 
Jedge  of  these  distracts,  20903,  20906,  20913— Who 
with  Department’s  aid  would  determine  which  dis- 
“ w,6le  backward,  20904,  20907.— The  £30,000 
!•  , d applied  to  agricultural  stations,  itinerant 

cl™?;  °n’  demonstration  plots,  change  of  seed, 
e*H.  agricultural  education  of  girls,  im- 
°/  lnve  stock,  loans  for  purchase  of  stock 
a-tamu  a#  • requisites,  and  organisation,  these 
schemes  differing  from  those  of  County  Committees 
of  more  detailed  and  liberal 
• * 20907-9.  — Some  special  work,  c.g.,  regard- 

was  required  for  backward  dis- 
t auf  notj  elsewhere  and  more  (itinerant  inst-ruc- 
tore  were  needed  for  them  than  other  places  20909-11. 

f11?  xt  a§a®“l*ural  station  each  for  Donegal, 
5S2*  1 Nort'1  Connaught  was  desirable,  20913.— 

j , y or  more  local  instnictors  were  required  for 
backward  districts  m addition  to  county  instnictors 
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and  probably  under  the  latter’s  supervision,  each 
should  have  a local  agricultural  station  in  Centre  of 
his  district  with  a few  acres  worked  as  demonstration 
farm,  and  buildings  for  temporary  housing  of  sires 
under  live  stock  schemes  from  which  farmers  should 
be  encouraged  to  select  their  own  bulls,  etc.,  sires  dis- 
abled through  accident,  etc.,  could  be  housed  at  the 
local  station,  instructors  would  systematically  visit 
holdings  and  give  advice,  would  attend  to  periodic 
introduction  of  fresh  seed  and  supervise  spraying  of 
potatoes,  20913-6. — Want  of  funds  had  prevented 
much  spraying  in  congested  districts  during  last  two 
years,  20917-8. — Spraying  machines  and  other  farm 
requisites  should  be  kept  at  local  agricultural  sta- 
tions to  be  lent  out,  where  there  were  small  allot- 
ment holders,  but  tJiiis  system  should  >be  encouraged 
no  mom  than  necessary,  instructors  would  supervise 
expenditure  of  money  received  by  holders  on  loan, 
time  would  be  needed  to  establish  a service  of  instruc- 
tors, a commencement  should  be  made  where  new  hold- 
ings were  already  established;  the  first  years  would 
produce  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  annual  grant 
which  could  be  spent  on  buildings,  etc.,  for  stations, 
20917-8. — Many  schools  Hike  I.oughglynn  should  be 
established,  20919. — Larger  funds  were  needed  for  live 
stock  improvement,  20919. — If  a public  Department 
other  than  that  of  Agriculture  undertook  the  work 
there  must  be  overlapping,  duplication,  competition 
in  purchase  of  sires,  and  confusion;  if  Department 
did  the  work  one  set  of  inspectors  would  suffice  for 
county  and  supplementary  schemes  and  the  difficulties 
regarding  raising  a rate  would  disappear  as  well  as  the 
difficulty  wliich  would  arise  if  County  Councillors 
from  excluded  distracts  could  vote  against  schemes 
confined  to  non-congested  districts,  County  Com- 
mittees might  eventually  administer  the  supplemen- 
tary schemes ; experience,  had  shown  that  fanners  were 
liable  to  abandon  new  methods  when  the  instructor  was 
withdrawn  and  instruction  must  therefore  be  con- 
tinued for  a long  period  till  modem  methods  had  be- 
come a matter  of  course ; in  consequence  of  the  with- 
drawal of  funds  by  Congested  Distracts  Board  after 
the  arrangement  with  Department  much  machinery 
for  agricultural  development  had  been  put  out  of 
action  and  would  need  large  funds  to  restart,  if  County 
Committees’  operations  were  restricted  money  ex- 
pended on  their  plans  would  be  similarly  wasted; 
the  western  districts’  greatest  need  was  a consistent 
policy,  20919. 
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Difficulties  attending  Department's  work  in 
CONGESTED  AREAS. 

Restriction  under  Section  18  of  Agricultural  and 
Technical  Instruction  Act  brought  many  difficulties. 
When  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
struction first  began  work,  County  Committees  were 
anxious  to  extend  their  schemes  to  congested  areas, 
but  had  to  be  put  off  on  account  of  this  restriction, 
which  led  to  a good  deal  of  friction ; short  amending 
Act  in  1902  by  which  congested  county  might  be 
excluded  from  rating  gave  little  relief ; real  ease 
came  with  Act  of  1903  removing  restriction,  hut  no  ex- 
tension of  funds  given  with  extension  of  power; 
£55,000  available  for  technical  instruction  already 
allocated ; permission  to  County  Committees  to  extend 
schemes  to. congested  areas  involved  expenditure  in 
congested  districts  of  monev  allotted  to  non-congested 
areas,  20923,  20924-7,  20949. 

Expenditure  by  Department  in  Congested 
Districts— Funds  available,  etc. 

Only  money  Department  had  was  a special  grant 
of  a lump  sum  of  £3,000  made  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  for  live  stock,  technical  instruction,  and  agri- 
cultural instruction  in  respect  of  congested  areas, 
being  a grant  of  25a.  for  every  £1  raised  by  rate 
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from  congested  counties ; technical  instruction  schemes 
received  less  than  £800  of  fibat,  20923,  20929.  - 

£3,150  spent  on  county  schemes  in  congested  areas; 
difference  made  up  by  monies  that  had  been  allocated 
to  non-congested  areas;  schemes  had  to  be  restricted 
for  want  of  funds,  20923,  20948.— Money  allocated 
had  been  expended  everywhere  except  in  Leitrim, 
after  the  first  year,  20930-1.— Roughly  speaking, 
£1,000  had  to  be  taken  from  fund  for  non-congested 
areas;  position  was  that  of  spending  money  in  con- 
gested districts  originally  intended  for  non-congested 
only,  and  starving  both,  20931. 

Work  or  Department  in  Congested  Districts. 

Ninety-one  short  courses  in  domestic  economy,  31 
in  manual  work,  27  in  crochet,  knitting,  etc.,  already 
held  by  teachers  under  county  schemes  in  congested 
areas,  20931,  21181. — Dissatisfaction  that  schemes 
were  not  more  fully  developed;  they  extended  auto- 
matically to  rural  districts  without  increase  of  staff; 
might  be  considerably  developed  if  funds  were  avail- 
able, 20931-2. — Schemes  for  congested  and  non-con- 
gested districts  identical  in  almost  all  cases ; rela- 
tions between  officers  of  Board  and  Department 
always  harmonious,  20932. 

Overlapping  between  Board  and  Department. 

Prevention  of  overlapping  in  congested  areas  not 
always  successful ; Board  and  Department  both 
worked  at  Presentation  Convent  at  Cahirciveen ; 
Board  paid  salary  of  teacher  of  crochet  work,  and 
Department  gave  capitation  grants;  Board  had  now 
withdrawn ; in  Kiltimagh  Board  paid  salary  of  teacher 
of  one  class,  other  classes  got  capitation  grants  under 
Co.  Mayo  scheme ; another  case  in  Co.  Leitrim, 
20933-5,  21076. — Quite  possible  and  easy  for  both 
classes  to  work  under  one  scheme  and  teachers  to  be 
inter-transferable,  20936-7. — Undesirable  for  two  au- 
thorities to  do  same  work  in  one  area,  both  had  to 
inspect  their  classes;  overlapping  still  existed, 
20938-41. — Enormous  amount  to  be  done  in  congested 
areas,  work  injured  by  want  of  funds,  20942. — Board 
did  some  work  such  as  loans  at  Ballaghadereen  and 
Foxford  that  Department  did  not  do;  Department 
had  opportunities  with  regard  to  other  things  that 
Board  had  not,  20943. — Board’s  inspector  anxious  to 
avoid  overlapping ; witness  had  often  consulted  Mr. 
Walker,  20944.— No  real  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  two  bodies  as  far  as  witness  knew,  20945. — In  a 
case  in  Leitrim  Board  paid  salary  and  travelling  ex- 
penses of  a teacher  in  domestic  economy,  while  De- 
partment bought  apparatus,  20947a. — There  should  be 
cue  body  responsible,  not  two ; Board  had  handed 
over  £2,000  to  Department  for  agricultural  schemes, 
but  nothing  for  technical  instruction,  20948. — Board 
paid  wages  for  work  done ; their  workshop  was  their 
school,  but  so  was  Department’s,  20946-7a. — Depart- 
ment’s schemes  for  technical  instruction  operative  all 
over  the  country;  large  amount  of  work  administered 
directly,  20950. 

Sources  of  income  of  Department. 

Department  had  two  sources  of  income,  £55,000 
endowment  and  the  Science  and  Art  grant ; Act  of 
1899  transferred  to  Department  the  administration 
of  Science,  and  Art  grant  of  Ireland,  which  was  for- 
merly administered  by  Department  of  Science  and 
Art  at  South  Kensington  on  a general  scheme  for 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  when  Department  first 
began  work,  under  £5,000  a year  came  to  Ireland,  and 
scheme  not  suitable  for  Ireland ; as  soon  as  Depart- 
ment inherited  duties  of  Science  and  Art  Department 
they  reformed  teaching  of  experimental  science  in 
secondary  schools ; grant  was  put  up  this  year  by 
over  £20,000;  it  was  felt  that  real  improvement  in 
technical  education  must  be  founded  on  work  in 
primary  and  secondary  schools,  and  Department  had 
no  powers  to  deal  with  primary  schools,  20950-2. 
20955. 

Instruction  in  Secondary  Schools. 

Intermediate  Education  Board  worked  with  Depart- 
ment to  extent  of  adopting  its  scheme  in  place  of  their 
syllabus  of  natural  philosophy;  half-a-dozen  labora- 
tories in  secondary  schools  when  work  began,  now 
over  250 ; practically  every  secondary  school  followed 
242 
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programme  and  received  grant ; Department  helped  to 
equip  laboratories  and  their  grants  were  supplemented 
by  Coiinty  Committees,  20952. — Three  secondary 
schools  in  congested  districts,  at  Kiltimagh,  Ballaglia- 
dereen,  and  Dingle,  20952,  20953-4.— Tliey  were  there 
before  Department  started,  20965.— Department  had 
not  taken  them  over,  it  only  gave  grants  to  secondary 
schools,  20966. — 275  to  300  schools  in  Ireland  now  work- 
ing in  connection  with  Department ; few  schools  came 
up  to  ideal  standard,  but  almost  all  up  to  standard 
accepted  by  Department,  20968-71.— These  secondary 
schools  the  same  that  worked  under  Intermediate 
Board;  a very  few  worked  under  Department  only; 
almost  every  school  under  Intermediate  Board  worked 
under  Department’s  scheme;  Intermediate  Board  had 
replaced  their  syllabus  by  Department’s  programme  for 
science,  drawing,  and  domestic  economy,  and  accepted 
olvvjo  in5Pecti.0J1  and  examination  for 'those  subjects, 
20972. — If  Irish  system  of  secondary  education  were 
efficient  it  should  comprehend  operations  now  con- 
ducted by  Department ; system  of  experimental  science 
and  drawing  as  good  in  Ireland  as  anywhere  in  Great 
Britain  or  on  the  Continent,  20975. — Deficiency  for- 
merly existing  supplied  by  Department,  20976-7.— No 
laboratory  work  before  Department  came  in;  candi- 
dates reduced  to  600  in  1899,  20978,  20982-3.— 14  000 
now  following  Department’s  programme,  20984— 
^iatural  philosophy  excluded  now,  20979,  20998.— Be- 
fore Department  was  established  there  were  no  funds 
for  laboratories,  20980— Grants  could  be  had  from 
ooutli  Kensington  for  apparatus,  no  grants  for  teach- 
ing or  direction  in  schools ; one  inspector  for  science 
and  art  m all  Ireland ; regulations  and  syllabus  un- 
suitable for  the  country ; one  or  two  schools  did  good 
work ; generally  speaking  teaching  of  science  and  art 
non-existent  in  1900  ; Department  laid  down  hard 
conditions  when  thley  began,  which  were  met ; equip- 
ment premised  to  schools  that  built  laboratories  ; 
teachers  of  science  had  to  be  properly  qualified  ; sum- 
mer courses  started  for  them ; system  at  work  for  five 
years  with  excellent  results,  20981. 

Scholarship  System. 

««voPaXu“eilfct  aud  va*ious  county  authorities  had 
nvnlThlP  S?hemes>  scholarships  tenable  at  any  ap- 
pioyed  secondary  school,  i.c.,  one  which  took  up  De- 

§raS*8Jgrt.“lme  in  ?x.Perimental  science  and 
drawing , scholarships  varied  m value  from  £5  to  £20 

£10  tov^-k^5  f°r  “°y  Tlthio  1,adius  of  tllree  miles, 
Se  8eve5-  miles-  £15  if  sch°lar  were  out- 

side seien  miles  radius ; a novel  method  of  award 

20962U3e  t20»1fi  ^j^.iF^Obablyi  ^ largely  C0Pied-  20952! 

wknri  ’ 20^  — 'Scholars  selected  for  scholarships  in 
secondary  schools  by  examination,  20956-7.  — Tlievmust 
“«  taken  not  toT,"“p 
schnnl  nf  ,ds  work;  boy  taken  for  secondary 
“fo0°lat  cmmlusion  of  primary  course,  20958— Them 
was  competition  for  the  scholarships,  20961  Witness 

scnools  in  winch  practical  industrial  work  was  taken  • 
ey  were  confined  in  some  cases  to  a type  established 
by  Department  known  as  Trades’  Preparatory  ' Schools 
there  were  only  seven  or  eight  in  Ireland 
Imi?nd^E209fiTU  A°-nS  “h?la™l»P®  held  all  over 
wi  \ ~ Aim  of  scholarship  to  give  bov  a 

it  SkTS  t0  " !“■"  f”  “ inJnstS  cSer 

sohods  S(kS  pi-tmaty  and  approved  secondary 
Two  CLASSES  OF  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

20974.  g n the  Brotllers  Primary  Schools, 

Co-onniNAnoir  nm,  PantAnr  m SEComuMr 
Education  Question  ari 

»l.oois,  nppor  olaesos  of  primary Z “Si? fig 
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classes  of  secondary;  to  take  students  from  Qtmm. 
classes  of  primary  schools  would  be  to  remove  tZm 
from  school  altogether;  too  near  the  end  of  Xi 
life  to  begin  going  to  a new  school,  20987— Few  Jn°, 
to  secondary  from  primary  schools,  exekf 
in  case  of  Christian  Brothers’  Schools,  X?! 
primary  and  secondary  branches  were  in  on 
'Jmilcliug ; ^ they  were  not  under  National  Beard 
20988—  All  our  primary  schools  were,  with  few  ex’ 
ceptions,  private  ones,  20989— National  Board 
had  nothing  to  do  with  secondary  education 
20990— Christian  Brothers  had  solved  problem  of  co’ 
ordination  between  primary  and  secondary  education  • 
originally  established  as  primary  schools  for  poor 
boys,  they  started  a secondary  branch  to  give  thm» 
boys  a chance,  20991-2. — Social  position  of  children 
not  the  distinction  between  primary  and  secondary 
schools  in  Ireland,  20993— Christian  Brothers  got  no 

State  grant  except  a small  one  for  drawing  20994  6 

They  were  under  the  Intermediate  Board,  and  pre- 
20997  6ir  PUP  S f°r  individual  lamination, 

Inspection  v.  Examination  as  method  of  distribut 

ING  PUBLIC  FUNDS. 

Real  (reform  in  teaching  of  science  by  introduction 
of  practical  instead  of  theoretical  work,  experiments 
performed  by  students  themselves,  personal  inspection 
the  test  of  efficiency,  20998,  21008.— Visits  paid  by  in- 
spectors and  one  special  inspection  made,  20999  — 
System  dul  not  work  too  well  with  Intermediate 
Board  s system  of  examination,  21000— When  science 
was  handed  over  Department  was  invited  to  conduct 
examinations  for  honours  candidates,  21001  —Ex- 
amination system  as  method  of  distributing  public 
funds  for  education  most  vicious,  21002-3,  21010- 
Damaging  to  education ; no  objection  to  examinations 
whose  aims  were  educational,  they  were  necessary  and 
a means  of  picking  belt  students,  21003-5,  21007— 
Intennediate  Board’s  scheme  was  to  distribute  funds 
on  basis  of  written  examinations,  commonly  adopted 
SmowSi  d°ile  away  ?vdth  in  England,  21005-7, 
<slU12,  21014.— Remuneration  of  school  should  depend 
2*  ™^!on’  21009— Department  adopted  that  sys- 
tem 21013— So  did  National  Board,  21014— System 
21016  POrai’y  luspectob8  never  justified  inspection, 

Scope  of  Department’s  Schemes,  General  Principle 
of  Elasticity  and  Adaptability. 

i.^e5aX'tulenv’s  f-'kem€S  provided,  for  equipment  in 
secondary  schools  for  instruction  in  experimental 
Mience^  drawing,  manual  work,  in  girls’  schools 
domestic  economy,  defrayed  charges  by  grants  out  of 
savings  accumulated  during  first  years  of  Department’s 
S provision  also  made  for  teaching  home  in- 
T g“ls'  £2  Per  student  per  session  for  every 
b over  fourteen  attending  240  hours  of  instruction 
® approved  liome  industry,  teacher  must  be  re- 
cognised by  Department  as  qualified,  and  equipment 
and  instruction  be  satisfactory,  forty  out  of  the  240 
°f  SchooJ  ,work  be  instruction  in  domestic 
economy,  grant  (increased  this  year  to  £3  in  respect  of 
c students  to  secure  more  adequate  assistance 

rei  small  .meritorious  classes,  21016,  21038-9,  21041— 

( W^y  -+-Ur  m ? drawing  c^ass  up  to  thirty  counted  as 
u l??lt  instructors  for  domestic  economy  ap- 
” • !P  Committee,  salaries  of  local  teachers  of 
bon  e industries  paid  through  schemes  in  some  (in- 
srances,  selected  instructors  appointed  by  Committee 
5hemes  elastic  and  adaptable  to  needs  of 
counties,  itinerant  teaching  in  Donegal,  8 teachers, 
niooriiQfpiliggIllg’r  4 *or  orochet,  1 for  dress-making  and 
foV  domestic  economy;  8 teachers  in 
’ 4 domestic  economy,  1 hygiene  and  sick  nurs- 

R.fint  m,anual  instruction,  2 crooliot ; grant  of  £400  for 
_ ,,  x ’ . au  .U1'baai  centre  with  technical  school, 

9 f 510  lfor  scholarships  to  boys ; in  Kerry 

instructors,  3 for  domestic  economy,  £90 
-jj. . ya  £cuolaiships,  £100  for  technical  classes  for 
®L,  ’ 'n'Um5eis  of.  industrial  classes  in  existence 
Pa?Mlt,  ^n,  object  was  to  bring  these 
nn  6 ^ ,and  ■ass‘st  them  ; schemes  were  drawn 
+l?o+  +;  nSUltatl^n  ’wi,tl1  County  Committees  which  at 
trn!lwT  Committees  of  Agriculture  and  Tech- 
nical Instruction,  21016 
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Constitution  of  Committees  : Joist  County  Com- 
mittee, ETC. 

Since  1900  Committees  were  separate  in  some  cases, 
ill  others,  where  county  comprised  urban  districts, 
there  was  a Joint  Committee,  21016. — As  in  Donegal, 
21017. — Urban  districts  represented  on  County  Coun 
oil,  21018-9. — But  an  urban  district  might  not  pay 
over  its  rate  to  Comity  Committee  for  any  scheme  of 
technical  education,  and  another  Committee  represent- 
ing both  County  and  Urban  Councils  was  necessary 
to  ensure  joint  work,  21019-20. — Rate  raiised  separately 
on  urban  district;  Joint  Committees  worked  well, 
number  of  representatives  for  each  county  laid  down 
in  schemes.  Mayo  had  twenty-six,  of  which  nine  were 
numbers  of  Comity  Council,  Kerry  forty-nine,  of 
which  thirty  were  councillors ; co-opted  members  were 
a valuable  element,  they  were  wholly  outside  members, 
mostly  clergymen ; Committees  were  very  representa- 
tive, 21021-2. — Up  to  creation  of  Department  there 
was  no  such  experience  of  education  in  Ireland  as  in 
England,  and  scarcely  material  to  form  Committees  of. 
but  efficiency  of  Committees  steadily  growing;  diffi- 
culty in  getting  schemes  formed  at  first,  impossible  to 
get  assistance  required  without  co-operation  of  clergy- 
men, 21023-4. — Absence  of  University  education 
amongst,  laity  made  it  difficult  to  get  anyone  as  use- 
ful, 21026. — Clergy  excluded  from  ordinary  representa- 
tion by  law,  21027,  21031. — Situation  had  to  be  dealt 
with  as  it  was,  co-option  meant  getting  counsel  not 
otherwise  obtainable,  21031-5. — The  people  who  co- 
opted them  were,  representatives,  it  was  representa- 
tion removed  two  degrees,  21037. — Differences  between 
schemes  due  to  local  needs,  schemes  subject  to  yearly 
revision,  but  no  great  changes  were  made ; much  good 
work  done,  more  money  wanted,  21038. 


Difference  between  Methods  of  Department  and 
those  of  Congested  Disric-ts  Board. 

Department  took  no  responsibility  for  rural  indus- 
tries, Congested  District's  Board  did,  they  employed 
leachets,  Department  allowed  teachers  to  be  employed, 
Board  paid  wages,  Department  allowed  and  required 
wages  to  be  paid,  Department  encouraged  establish- 
ment of  industries,  allowing  joint  fund  to  be  used 
for  salaries  of  teachers,  under  County  Committee 
schemes  Department  supplemented  contributions  from 
rates,  a scheme  covered  case  of  industrial  classes  al- 
ready in  existence,  as  it  paid  for  instruction  if  it  was 
efficient.  21038. — Scheme  had  been  criticised,  21039. 


Importance  of  Drawing. 

Supplementary  grant  given  for  drawing  if  taken 
outside  time  for  industry,  21042. — Drawing  the  founda- 
tion of  technical  instruction,  21043. — Special  grant 
only  claimable  where  time  given  to  drawing  was  in 
excess  of  minimum  240  hours,  21040,  21043. 


Domestic  Economy  Teaching. 

Domestic  economy  compulsory  because  it  taught  girls 
•to  bo  useful  at  home,  and  most  girls  married  event- 
ually, 21042. — Depreciation  of  home  work  due  to  want 
of  instruction  in  domestic  economy,  great  progress 
made  under  Department’s  scheme,  21043. 

Initiative  on  Part  of  Classes. 

Class  of  sprigging  started  at  MaLin  Head  two  years 
ago,  workers  now  earned  £1,000  a year,  21043. — De- 
partment’s attitude  to  County  Committee  was  tluu 
if  they  stnirted  such  schemes  Department  would  ap- 
prove and  give  contribution,  21046. — Contributions 
not  altered  on  account  of  slight  difference  i f opinion 
as  to  way  of  working  scheme,  21047. 


Training  ScnooL  for  Domestic  Economy  in  Dublin. 

Training  of  teachers  always  considered  importan  t by 
Department,  it  was  chief  part  of  tlieir  direct  opera- 
tions, summer  courses  held  annually  in  Dublin,  Cork, 
and  Belfast,  braining  for  domestic  economy  mostly 
■carried  on  in  Irish  Training  School  of  Domestic. 
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Economv  in  Dublin,  quite  sufficient  for  all  Ireland, 
21048.— School  established  by  a society  years  ago 
and  taken  over  by  Department,  21049. — Entirely  for 
training  in  domestic  economy,  21050.— Probation 
period  six  weeks,  course  two  and  a half  years,  De- 
partment not  responsible  for  pupil  getting  employ- 
ment, 21051,  21058,  21062.— There  was  a demand  for 
the  students,  21051.— There  was  aai  examination  with 
standard  about  the  same  as  middle  grade  Intermediate, 
students  passing  that  and  a personal  examination  al- 
lowed to  proceed,  21052.— Lower  limit  of  age  nineteen, 
21053.-  Controversy  about  Gaelic  had  not  entered  in, 
Irish,  French,  or  German  had  to  be  taken  up,  21054. 
— Gaelic  very  useful  in  western  districts,  21055.-- 
French  most  commonly  chosen,  sometimes  Irish,  rarely 
German ; improvement  in  work  of  school  attempted 
last  three  or  four  years,  enormous  pi’ogress  made,  end 
not  yet  concluded,  21056. — Between  forty  and  fifty 
girls  could  be  accomodated,  21057. 

Employment  for  Trained  Students. 

Students  jso  trained  worked  in  the  country  and  were 
brought  in  from  time  to  time  for  summer  courses, 
21058.  Number  of  open  Scholarships  obtainable,  aiul 
number  of  limited  ones  covering  only  tuition  fees, 
21059.— College  non-residential  would  be  better  if  it 
were  residential,  training  would  be  more  thorough, 
21060.— Girls  having  qualified  were  eligible  for  em- 
ployment as  teachers  in  the  country,  and  got  salaries 
from  £80  a year  upwards  and  travelling  expenses, 
21063. — County  authorities  not  bound  to  take  them, 
they  had  no  assurance  of  getting  eanployment,  21064- 
5. — Department  used  dts  influence  to  prevent  teachers 
being  taken  from  outside  Ireland,  local  authorities 
also  keen  in  this  direction,  outside  teachers  had  had  to 
be  employed  sometimes  when  supply  from  schools  was 
not  equal  to  demand,  21066. — Supply  sufficient-  now, 
21067. — If  development  of  school  and  teaching  were 
to  stop  now  opportunities  of  employment  of  successful 
pupils  would  be  diminished,  21068. 


Number  or  Teachers  Restricted  by'  Limitation  of 
Funds 

Sixty  teachers  employed  by  Department  for  whole 
of  Ireland,  21069-72. — Not  enough,  courses  were  too 
short,  21073. — Cost  of  additional  instructors  would 
fall  on  County,  Department  would  also  increase  its 
grant,  21074-5. — Limitation  of  funds  restricted  number 
of  teachers,  no  additional  ones  could  be  appointed 
without  more  funds  from  central  source,  21076. — 
Widening  basis  of  taxation  had  been  considered, 
county  would  not  be  disposed  to  pay  more  than  tile 
penny,  21077. — No  hesitation,  in  paying  that,  felt  to 
be  money  well  spent,  21078. 

Training  for  Teachers  of  Manual  Instruction. 

Periodical  courses  in  training  teachers  in  manual 
instruction  for  men  held  by  Department,  fifty  such 
teachers  employed  in  Ireland  engaged  and  paid  by 
local  authorities,  21078. — Young  skilled  workmen 
secured  by  competitive  examination  and  given  an  eight 
months’  training  as  teachers,  21079.— Training  carried 
on  in  Kevin-stirevt  Technical  Schools,  maintenance 
allowance  given  during  training,  men  sent  back  to 
their  work  in  the  end  if  not  qualified,  21080. — Scarcity 
of  manual  instructors  at  first,  number  increasing, 
21081-2. — Some  teachers  imported  from  Scotland  and 
England  to  make  up  number,  so  a number 
now  training  in  Dublin  these  would  go  into 
the  country  and  take  work  for  local  authori- 
ties, returning  periodically  for  summer  courses, 
21084. — Teachers  were  servants  of  County  Tech- 
nical Committee  under  scheme  of  itinerant  in- 
struction, circular  sent  to  centres  asking  if  they  wanted 
teachers,  services  of  teachers  allocated  at  beginning 
of  session,  courses  covered  six  weeks,  might-  bo  ex- 
tended to  twelve  months,  classes  held  in  all  sorts  of 
places  mostly  unsuitable,  t wo  sessions  daily,  4 ito  6,  and 
7 to  9,  earlier  course  attended  by  senior  pupils 
from  schools,  evening  one  by  ndults,  teachers  in  lace 
and  crochet  mainly  taken  from  best  workers  in  classes, 
summer  courses  provided  in  Cork  and  Dublin  for  fur- 
ther instruction,  training  greatly  in  design,  scholar- 
ships given  for  training ; scholars  sent  to  London 
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School  of  Economics  and  Leeds  University,  this  did 
not  meet  all  needs,  Department  anxious  to  start 
courses  similar  to  Austrian  Meisterkursen,  21085. — 
Problem  of  primary  and  technical  instruction  in 
congested  districts  very  pressing,  primary  instruction 
should  be  iamended  to  suit  needs  of  rural  districts, 
manual  instruction  for  'boys  and  domestic  economy 
for  girls  should  be  taught,  not  only  reading  and 
writing,  manual  instruction  of  great  eduoational 
value,  could  not  be  given  with  existing  buildings  and 
teachers,  21885-6,  21096-9. — Aim  in  evening  classes 
more  utilitarian,  21087.— This  led  in  some  cases  to 
establishment  of  an  industry,  its  aim  was  to  make 
people  able  themselves  to  execute  small  repairs  to 
fences,  etc.,  wliicli  was  at  present  left  undone,  Kil- 
kenny Guild  of  Workers  originated  in  special  courses 
given  to  certain  more  skilled  carpenters  in  Kilkenny, 
they  produced  art  furniture,  21089-90.— They  were 
commercially  successful,  21091-2.— They  were  helped 
locally,  but  not  by  Department,  21093-5. 

Specially  Qualified  Teachers  and  Specially 
Equipped  Places  needed  for  Instruction  in 
Domestic  Economy  and  Manual  Instruction, 
Cost  of  Proposed  Rural  Training  Centres,  &c. 

For  instruction  in  domestic  economy  and  manual 
instruction,  specially  qualified  teachers  needed,  not 
IS  for  te4101161'  in  other  subjects  to  do  that  as 
well,  21100,  21166. — Witness  proposed  giving  of  ne- 
cessary instruction  up  to  standard  5 by  National 
teacher,  in  higher  standards  it  must  be  given  in  a 
SES?*^  piace  by  duly  qualified  teachers, 

“H01-3,  21124,  21133. — Rural  schools  could  not  af- 
ford this  equipment,  21101,  21111.— Much  was  done 
by  itinerant  courses,  pupils  had  to  be  over  fourteen, 
as  law  prevented  Department  from  giving  tech- 
nical instruction  in  elementary  schools,  ,cr<>od 
accommodation  needed  for  courses,  rural  train- 
rng  centre  suggested  for  group  of  National  schools, 
with  domestic  economy  loom,  manual  instruction 
“d  <d«ss  room,  cost  of  building  about  £300, 
21103,  21153,  21182.— Equipment  £100,  21184-5  — 
Annual  expenditure  £130  a year  each  for  fifteen  ad- 
ditional manual  instructors,  £90  each  for  fifteen  domes- 
tic  i^norny  teachers,  maintenance  of  each  centre  £100, 
41NR3.— students  wonld  come  from  radius  of  three 
miles,  21104,  21108.— One  session  a.  week  attended  by 
each  National  school,  21106.— Courses  by  itinerant 
teachers  too  short,  'accommodation  and  teachers 

PlInT  n -rr'°er  C?ure,e?’  ,funds  tlie  only  difficulty, 
21109.  Buildings  should  fee  brick  or  stone,  with 

^ J th?reTco1lllcl'  bo  * reorganisation  of 
Fi«„  yi  ;'duC^',0U  .M'  ,Trekn<1.  proposed  accommoda- 
h Ji  ."nti  H1’  added  to  t‘ver-v  schoolhouse,  it  oonld 
'.*l  by  adult  classes  as  well  as  ripper  standards 
o prnnary  sclun.ls,  21112.-If  National  school  hid 
such  accommodation  its  teaching  could  be  sunule 

Dep„rt.mc?.s  nmJUJl  tSSi 

Xis  t2^ihS1>'S“  <x>uU  16  several 

'.irf  Tl  for  fo“  pro- 

Pllifi  TT16‘TT  iacllfli  ™uld  hvo  at  a distance, 

fle!l6'wi?h  school,had  facilities  one  teacher  could 
t\  /ohools,  Department  would 

still  icqune  its  own  centre,  21117-8.— National  school 

bu  Id  ngs  sometimes  used  now,  but  adults  were  S- 
clined  to  go  back  to  primary,  school,  21118.— Witness’s 
proposal  was  to  extend  present  technical  slhSs 
|!i  '^ucrant  teachers  now  employed  would  be  avail- 
iaiY*  onIy.  wnnt  supplementing,  central  schools 

,,r.  bio  for  adults,  etc.,  in  the  eveninir  piiw  or  mi 

would  not  gonoSlT  S ubif  1 T1 
manual  instruction  and  domestic  *°  teac]l  tlle 
standard  7,  21157-8.  21166— Thev  •u,p 

iotfc  to  ordinary  teacher*  PIKqaa  xrr  , not  lie 
ufcteaipted  b. 
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leave.  it  to  Department,  21161.— Movement  on  W 4 

introduce  domestic  economy  in  primary  school* 
only  touched  lower  standards,  valuable  work  (lL  °-k 
the  way  of  teaching  thrift,  cleanliness,  &c  21iW>  ”* 
Impossible  for  National  Board  to  teach  the 
standards,  as  they  had  not  the  teachers  whicl, 
partment  had,  21163— Premises  would  h^L^t 
built  whichever  undertook  work,  21164 —No  j-A, 

Instruction  should  be  given  in  Primary  Schools. 

Instruction  should  be  part  of  school  work,  it 
not  technical  instruction  but  an  element  of  prinS 
education,  21119-21,  21123.-T«taiual  iSS 

should  .be  given  m secondary  schools,  21122 If  <Lv. 

mestic  economy  and  manual  instruction  were  not 
f1001?  did-  not  get  it  2 

all,  21123.— Manual  instruction  oonld  be  carried  on 
at  centres  after  leaving  school,  21125— Aim  in 
priumry  schopis  more  educational  than  utilitarian 
2n26— Simple  exermses  and  use  of  tools  as  applied 
to  wood  could  be  taught  in  5th  standard,  21127-8  — 
Writing  would  be  part  of  manual  instruction  21129 
—Drawing  in  connection  with  manual  work’  tanvlit 
in  aU  schools  21130-1.  — Seven  standards  in  S 
Nafonul  schools,  2U32.-E„pil,  rf  IppH.  stllld3 
not  to  be  transferred  to  centres,  but  to  attend  for  a 
couple  of  hours  once  a week,  it  wonld  be  supplemen- 
taiy  to  National  school  instruction,  21134-5— A room 
if  built  .at  rural  schoolhouse  would  be  only  used  for  a 
tew  hours  a week,  economy  to  have  a centre,  21136-7 
-Technical  instruction  attractive  in  nature  to  young 
children,  too  much  book-work  wearisome  end  unpixy 
ductive,  parents  anxious  to  get  such  education  for 
cluldren,  21138— Effect  would  be  to  make  Sdim 
anxious  to  pass  into  fifth  standard,  2113940.— 
Average  attendance  at  National  schools  in  Ireland 
low,  in  England  85  per  cent.,  21140— This  addition 
hfef  2n4L  edUC  °n  “igllt  tead  to  school 

Tendency  of  Instruction  at  present  was  away 
from  the  Land. 

Tendency  of  instruction  at  present,  was  awav  from 

14H  2U46.-M„MI£S  Si  S 

S*5™"1*1"®  *“*  take  to  other  pursuits, 
it;  t , " OT?V'«he«,  town  populations  swsll- 

fillJtel  d ^“4  defects,  workers  in  education 
™ « Ji  iagf.lnst  4’  'ffltness’s  criticism  no  reflection 
2?-  a™ritl€S.  education  originally  was  meant  for 
aad  was  synonymous  with  scholarship,  with 
Acf  1°  P.assinB  of  Elementary  Education 

_j  ’ ^“O^1  J^lad  not  been  changed,  tendency  of 

21140*  d nn  to  Jnake  ,a  useful  farmer,  but  a clerk, 
flwWhT i ol)!ein  f'al1Sely  universal,  best  educational 
tnou0ht  m America  turned  towards  it,  21150-1. 

Authorities  Controlling  Education  in  Ireland. 

<*•££*  Education  Board  the  general  authority 
P^a7,edu,catlon  in  Ireland,  21167,  21170— It 
hT  St  'by  garter,  and  members  were  nominated 
Lieutenant,  21168— Secondary  education 
°f  f^annedi’at©  Board  of  Education, 

“en?£e}?  similarIy  divided  into  half 

4i,  nt’  ila\f  Catholic,  .and  were  constituted  in 
7ay/by  charter,  21170-2— Department  the' 

4 • . dr  tedimeal  education  and  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  in  congested  districts,  21173. 

Object  of  Manual  Instruction  in  Primary 
Schools. 

manual  instruction  in  primary  schools 
stimnl nti edueafional  it-  served  purpose  of 
stimulating  pupil’s  interest  and  pride  in  his  work, 
branches  there  was  small  scope  for  pupil’s 

cuhtef+  f 7’,  1,1  WO0d  <»  metal  work  dexterity  was 

cultivated  and  accuracy  in  working  from  dimensioned 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  IV. 


199 


FLETCHER,  JIk.  G. — continued. 

drawings  demanded,  imagination  called  into  play, 
same  claimed  for  experimental  science,  21174-5. — 
Executive  powers  were  trained  which  were  commonly 
neglected,  21178. — Artists  might  he  found  without 
education,  but  that  was  no  argument  against  educa- 
tion, 21179. — Department  was  bound  to  solve  problem 
of  providing  rooms  for  classes  in  rural  districts,  wit- 
ness's programme  went  far  to  do  so,  21181-2. 


Proposals  for  “ Rural  Economy,”  Teaching  in 
Primary  Schools,  Training  of  Teachers,  Ac. 

“Rural  economy"  could  be  taught  in  primary 
schools  under  head  of  experimental  science  and 

Eographv,  part  of  course  would  be  common  to 
ys  and  girls,  part  special  work  for  each,  it 
should  be  taught  by  National  teacher,  and  brought 
into  healthy  relationship  with  other  subjects  taught, 
training  for  teachers  could  he  provided  by  summer 
courses,  which  could  be  given  in  technical  schools  to 
teachers  who  would  in  turn  conduct  classes  fox 
National  teachers  in  provincial  technical  schools, 
National  Board  ready  to  assist  by  giving  facilities 
for  teachers  to  attend,  classes  could  be  obtained  out 
of  Science  -and  Art  giant,  evening  classes  now  held 
by  Department  for  National  school  teachers,  and 
three-fourths  of  cost  borne  by  Department,  extension 
of  present  work  of  summer  courses  would  meet  diffi- 
culty, 21182. 


Cost  of  proposed  centres,  Factors  determining 
choice  of  Locality,  &o. 

Cost  of  centres,  with  summer  courses  for  teachers 
including  additional  grant  for  rural  (non-agricnl- 
tural)  industries  of  £2,000,  would  be  a total  annual 
expenditure  of  £8,550  and  capital  expenditure  of 
£12,000,  21187,  21210. — No  itinerant  instructors 

exclusively  employed  by  Department  in  rural  dis- 
tricts, 21188. — Beginning  should  be  made  with  two  or 
three  centres,  best  to  introduce  scheme  gradually, 
21189-90. — Position  of  centres  would  be  determined  .by 
geographical  conditions,  grouping  of  schools,  and  by 
experience  gained  from  reports  of  itinerant  instructors 
as  to  where  most  pupils  attended,  21191-2,  21195.— 
Schemes  generally  went  well,  and  were  popular  in 
Donegal,  21193. — Needs  of  other  counties  equally 
great,  21194. 

Department  had  no  fund  to  bear  required  outlay, 
21196. — They  were  excluded  by  statute  from  spending 
endowment  on  primary  schools,  money  derived  from 
Science  and  Art  grant  could,  however,  be  spent  in 
that  way,  Department  would  liave  power  to  spend 
more  if  they  got  it,  21197. — Science  and  Art  grant 
increased  from  £5,800  to  nearly  £30,000  since  1899, 
21198-201. — Prior  to  establishment  of  Department 
grants  were  paid  on  results  of  teaching  prescribed 
subjects,  at  first  on  results  of  examination,  after- 
wards on  attendance  and  inspection,  amount  then 
earned  only  £5,000,  subjects  often  unsuited  to  stu- 
dents or  districts,  regulations  now  made  suitable  to 
Ireland,  no  technical  subject  worth  teaching  for 
which  a grant  could  not  be  got,  subjects  for  instruc- 
tion m secondary  and  evening  schools  were  commer- 
cial subjects,  languages,  mathematics,  science,  handi- 
crafts, domestic  economy,  art  subjects ; present  sys- 
tem of  grants  good,  based  partly  on  attendance, 
partly  on  efficiency  of  instruction  as  determined  by 
inspection,  21203. — Grant  could  be  got  for  higher 
mathematics,  21204. — Increase  of  grant  meant  pro- 
gramme was  now  more  rational,  and  one  that  coukl 
be  put  in  practice,  21205. — South  Kensington  system 
unsuitable  for  Scotland  and  Ireland,  21206-8. 


Encouragement  of  Industries. 

Technical  Committees  in  Ireland  had  strong  desire 
to  encourage  industrial  enterprise,  Department  had 
wide  powers  to  assist  them  in  regard  to  rural  indus- 
tries, technical  training  the  only  aid  they  could  give 
to  non-rural  ones,  all  help  possible'  had  been 
given  to  rural  industries  and  training  for  non- 
rural  ones,  aid  for  training  could  be  given 
-out  of  endowment  and  also  out  of  Parliamentary 
grant,  schools  and  classes  for  apprentices  could  be 
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provided,  etc.,  three-fourths  expenditure  borne  by  De- 
partment, no  such  school  existed  in  Ireland  at  pre- 
sent, Department  encouraged  rural  industries  by  ap- 
pointing county  teachers  of  industries,  of  which  there 
were  a large  number  undeT  Committees,  eight  or  nine 
county  teachers  of  sprigging  in  Fermanagh,  income 
derived  from  classes  £4,000  to  £5,000  a year,  21211-2. 


IxnusTMAL  Revival. 

Desire  existed  on  part  of  public  for  technical  in- 
struction, 21212. — Industrial  revival  real  in  Ireland, 
many  industrial  associations  established,  one  in  Cork, 
one  in  Dublin,  interest  increasing,  21213-4. — And 
would  be  permanent  if  responded  to,  21215.— Such 
movements  greatly  influenced  by  County  Committees, 
21216. — Committee  influenced  by  its  chairman,  who 
was  chosen  by  the  Committee  ii-respective  of  sectarian 
party,  or  political  feeling,  21217-9. — No  members  of 
Committee  influenced  by  such  feeling,  21220. — Com- 
bination of  different  sections  of  community  'to  do 
public  work  sucli  as  Committee’s  had  healthy  in- 
fluence in  removing  political  and  religious  animosity. 
21221. — ^Success  of  industrial  movement  must  be  tested 
after  a certain  point,  not  by  number  of  associations, 
but  by  their  results,  21222. — Associations  wholly 
voluntary,  no  public  money  spent  on  them,  fruits  of 
what  public  money  had  been  spent  on  industrial  de- 
velopment already  perceptible,  though  it  was  too 
soon  to  expect  much,  21223,  21241-3. — Much  educa- 
tional work  done  before  people  understood  drift  of 
Department’s  work,  21224. — Nobody  could  doubt  per- 
manent character  of  work,  21225. — Witness  could 
produce  figures  to  show  improvement,  21226-8. 


Vote  for  Technical  Instruction  in  Ireland. 

House  of  Common’s  vote  for  technical  instruction 
a large  sum,  amounts  voted  to  Ireland  not  in  excess 
of  those  voted  to  sister  countries,  21229-38.— Largo 
portion  of  expenditure  came  from  endowment,  and 
was  purely  Irish  money,  21236.- -A  Parliamentary 
Paper  gave  expenditure  on  education  in  the  three 
countries,  21239-40. 


Increase  in  number  of  Students  attending 
Technical  Classes. 

Department’s  annual  Report  for  1904-5  showed 
number  of  students  attending  technical  classes  in 
Ireland,  development  was  most  marked,  nothing  like 
the  same  rate  of  advance  in  England,  21244. 


Dangers  of  so-called  Home  Industries — Tendency 
to  Train  Girls  away  from  Home. 

Encouragement  of  rural  industries  assisted  by  in- 
spectors, special  experts  reported  on  any  industrial 
proposal,  home  industries  and  those  which  should  be 
carried  out  under  factory  conditions  to  be  carefully 
distinguished,  home  industry  should  he  one  ealeu 
lated  to  decrease  expenditure  rather  than  increase 
income,  21245-6.— If  a girl  making  lace  and  crochet 
was  bnying  her  clothes  instead  of  making  them  there 
was  little  or  no  gain,  21247. — There  was  a point  at 
which  industries  became  stationary,  large  orders  could 
not  be  complied  with,  because  goods  were  not  of  uni- 
form standard,  if  machinery  were  provided  industry 
became  a small  factory,  and  a continuous  output  was 
necessary  to  meet  fixed  charges,  question  of  main- 
taining small  factories  in  Ireland  turned  on  price 
of  labour,  cost  of  power  and  organisation,  labour  in 
rural  districts  was  cheap,  question  of  power  was  a 
difficulty,  21247-8.—  Factory  girls  in  Lancashire 
trained  wholly  away  from  home  life  and  duties,  there 
was  a real  clanger  in  Ireland,  too,  21249.— Great  de- 
cline. m housewifery,  Board  and  Departments  en- 
couraged industries  to  aid  rural  districts,  sharp  line 
between  that  and  housewifery,  21251-2.— Witness 

would  prepare  paper  dealing  with  question,  21250. 

Introduction  of  small  factory  industries  the  most  im- 
portant, agricultural  development  alone  would  noi 
check  emigration,  21254. 
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Different  Methods  of  Department  and  Congested 

Districts  Board  in  regard  to  encouragement 

of  Industries. 

Department  fitted  to  deal  with  practical  problem, 
such  as  Foxford,  but  their  method  was  Father  to  as- 
sist individual  effort,  woollen  mill  in  Kilkenny  as- 
sisted by  granting  scholarships,  21256.— Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  did  more  than  that  at  Foxford,  they  gave 
a loan  of  £7,000  to  start  it,  and  then  a capitation 
grant,  21257-8. — Department  could  only  deal  in  that 
manner  with  a rural  industry,  21259.— Board’s 
method  not  the  one  Department  had  adopted  or 
would  adopt,  Department’s  principle  was  to  sup- 
plement individual  effort,  but  take  no  responsibility, 
not  to  interfere  in  industrial  competition,  but  aid  a 
genuine  attempt,  21260. 


ANDERSON,  Mr.  R.  A. — continued. 

Origin  of  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation- 
Society.  *' 

After  four  years’  work  tack  found  inai„  , 
It  was  decided  to  start  propagandist  body  to  SS 
sympathisers  could  contribute  money,  farmers  5" 
continually  applying  for  organisations  to  be  starS 
offering  to  find  the  capital  themselves,  21277  212794*1 
59?a2#”“ltU,'aI  °re"",ti”  S““V  oreatediii 


-l- — List  of  Industrial  and  Domestic  ’Economy 
Classes  in  Congested  Districts  prior  to  1st 

'•Avgust,  1903, 224 

L- — Return  showing  Places  and  Dates  on  which 

such  Classes  have  been  established,  . 224 

C. — Manual  Instruction  Classes  in  Congested 

Districts, 225 

L- — Technical  Classes  for  Qirls,  . . . 226 

E. — Rural  Economy— Suggested  Outline  Sylla- 

bus, . . . . # ' 227 

F. — Rural  Industries  and  Training  for  Home 

Tlfe>  • • . . ' . . .227 


ANDERSON,  Mb.  R.  A. 

Objects  of  Society. 

Objects  of  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 
wore  to  organise  agriculture  and  other  industries  in 
Ireland  on  co-op emtive  lines,  21262. 

Co-operative  Creameries — Sir  H.  Plunkett’s 
Scheme. 

Most  creameries  in  1899  wfsre  owned  bv  pro- 
prietors, remainder  in  hands  of  joint  stock  com- 
panies co-operative  system  of  creameries  owned 
financed’  and  worked  by  farmers  themselves,  pro- 
ky  Sir  H.  Plunkett,  farmers  to  pay  limited 
capital  and  distribute  surplus  profit 
SI  k mppllCrS  and  workei’s  ^ dividend  on 

21268  site  °p  Wagf ’ workers  of  both  ^xes, 

, t>°’  21266-8.— Present,  co-operative  creameries 
formed  on  those  lines,  Sir  H.  Plunkett  at  that  time 

!iii)]V * jrnd  !UfS’  Lo-d-  Monteagle  associated  witli 
•m n and  started  organising  Irish  farmers  on  lines 
~ f thfT  f,0rei®J,c  rivaU,  21262,  21271,  21273. 

I , th'.d  <1 f I leade,rs . ?f  Englisli  co-operative  move- 
. **f<v  granted  by  Co-operative 
Unions  which , together  with  private  contributions 
•‘  Irish^'SiSi1’”1  committee  of  union  called  the 
in  FndS  tl  iS0"1  OTlly  witli  stores 

farmer!)  21262  Wlth  c°-°Perat™  ^thods  among 

Constitution  of  Co-operative  Union. 

P^°,i°perativs  llai?n  wns  nn  association  of  affiliated 
£T»vC,Sr^5’  rrk  can'ied  011  under  elected  . 
board,  which  looked  after  interests  of  co-operative 
promoted  legislation,  &c„  Union  mSn- 
2127^6.  y ly  SU^Criptions  from  societies, 

Disadvantages  of  turning  Dairying  into  a 
.bACTORY  Industry. 

acupitahst  or  number  of  associated  farmers  2126l7 


Increase  in  number,  Membership,  &c.  of  Co- 
operative Societies. 

In  1889  there  was  one  Co-operative  Society  with 
membership  of  50,  in  1894,  thirty-four  societies 
with  1,650  members,  in  1900,  when  Department  of 
Agriculture  was  started,  there  were  477  societies 
46,206  members,  in  1906  approximately  891  societies 
with  membership  of  90,000,  21277.— In  congested 
districts  eighty-four  co-operative  banks  or  credit 
societies  with  membership  of  5,000,  turnover  of 
£14,331,  thirby-five  creameries,  nine  in  Donegal 
one  in  Fermanagh,  eight  in  Kerry,  eight  in  Leitnm’ 
one  m Mayo,  three  in  Roscommon,  five  in  Sligo’ 
total  members  7,260,  trade  turnover  £95,270  according 
to  last  returns,  thirty-five  agricultural  societies,  two 
m Donegal,  nine  in  Galway,  twenty-two  in  Mavo 
two  in  Sligo,  4,002  members,  turnover  £10,071  six 
miscellaneous  societies  with  455  members,  ’turnover 
£3,469,  exclusive  of  credit  societies  in  congested  dis- 
tricts, seventy-six  other  societies  with  11,717  mem- 
bers, turnover  £107.810,  21278,  21432. 

Work  of  Society  in  Congested  and  very  poor 
Districts. 

Latterly  major  portion  of  society’s  income  came 
o^onVSr?  from  Department  of  Agriculture,  21280, 
21296-7,  21351. — No  restriction  imposed  as  to  ’ex- 
penditure, but  money  was  mostly  spent  in  non-con- 
gested  areas,  as  Congested  Districts  Board  worked  in 
congested  areas,  and  paid  for  organisation  of  Raif- 
feisen Credit  Societies,  more  co-operative  organisa- 
tion  needed  in  those  districts,  would  be  successful  if 
society  had  more  funds,  21280. — People  in  congested 
areas  demoralised,  self-reliance  sapped  by  doles  from 
Lovernment,  self-respect  destroyed  by  credit  system 
amounting  m some  cases  to  servitude,  mental  and 
physical  capabilities  destroyed  by  exodus  - of  most- 
capable  to  America,  21280-1. 

. Expenditure  of  Society’s  Funds. 

Only  expenditure  of  Society’s  funds  was  on  salaries 
ancl  expenses  of  organisers,  large  expenditure  in- 
volved m giving  advice  in  remote  districts  and  to 
unbusinesslike  people,  expenditure  might  be  said  to 
be  greatly  on  instruction  in  the  congested  and  some 
0t’L»  ve-r*v  poor  districts,  21282-4.— Growth  of 
society  s income  had  been  in  inverse  ratio  to  increase 
of  movement,  since  Department  of  Agriculture  was 
started  many  people  thought  Society  unnecessary  and 
did  not  give  contributions,  more  desirable  for  work  to 
be  done  by  Society  than  by  Department,  Society  had 
bad  experience  of  work,  if  Department  took  it  over 
no  voluntary  contributions  would  be  received  at  all, 
oociety  got-  many  contributions  and  a good  many 
■ voluntary  helpers, . 21286-7.— Societies  now  in  ex- 
istence wanted  no  further  help  except  advice,  no 
capital  nor  much  instruction  in  business  methods  re- 
quired,  21288. — No  charge  made  for  advice,  expenses 
°«  a"v}f61'  sometimes  paid  by  societies  if  they  could 
afford  it,  21289.  j 


Need  for  Co-operative  Organisation  in  Congested 
Districts. 

ff  co-operative  system  were  extended  people  would 
quickly  realise  how  much  more  they  could  do  for 
themselves  than  the  Government  could  do  for  them, 
useless  to  enlarge  farms  if  system  of  co-operation 
were  not  introduced,  land  of  no  use  without  capital 
to  wortc  it,  form  of  co-operative  society  best  suited  to 
, ngeoted  community  was  credit  society  to  finance 
farmer  and  “General  Purpose  Society'”  to  supply 
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ANDERSON,  Mr.  R.  A. — continued. 


good  and  cheap  manures  and  seed,  inhabitants  of 
congested  districts  peculiarly  suited  to  co-operative 
organisation,  they  had  been  forced  by  distress  to 
adopt  primitive  methods  of  co-operation,  Raiffeisen 
banks  more  _ successful  in  congested  districts  than 
anywhere  in  Ireland,  benefit  of  creameries 
and  agricultural  societies  much  greater  in  those 
areas,  difficulties  of  co-operative  organisation 
in  those  districts  great,  possibilities  greater,  witness 
had  studied  Mr.  Russel’s  evidence,  and  fully  agreed 
with  it,  21291. 


Relations  between-  Society  and  Traders. 

Society  never  attacked  trade  interests  except  to 
protect  farming  interests,  21291-4. — Co-operation  a 
benefit  to  farmers,  and  indirectly  to  traders,  21295, 
21353. — Income  of  Society  derived  partly  from  State 
money,  21297. — Society  only  concerned  with  improve- 
ment of  methods  and  volume  of  production,  not  with 
traders’  interests,  traders  able  to  protect  themselves, 
they  flourished  while  the  people  decayed,  opposition 
to  Society  mistaken  from  trader’s  point  of  view, 
creameries  established  had  been  recognised  as  most 
valuable  institutions,  improving  trade  of  the  towns 
in  which  they  were  established,  dairymen  did  not 
come  into  competition,  there  were  non®  in  those 
districts  in  the  ordinary  sense,  21298-300.— Seed  and 
manure  merchant  would  oppose  any  society ; Irish 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  only  concerned  it- 
self with  co-operative  sale  of  produce  and  supply  of 
raw  materials  and  implements  of  agricultural  in- 
dustry, barter  system  replaced  by  system  of  collecting 
produce  and  putting  it  on  market  so  as  to  realise 
highest  price,  21301. 


Barter  System  in  Congested  Districts. 

Barter  system  still  prevalent,  increasing  in  con- 
gested districts,  trader  sent  carts  to  collect  eggs 
and  butter  and  gave  groceries  in  exchange,  21303-9.— 
Bartering  only  in  eggs,  butter  and  poultry,  21310.— 
System  being  pushed  more  energetically  now,  21311, 
21312. — Competition  greater,  shopkeepers  more  enter- 
prising, 21313. — Competition  induced  traders  to  give 
more  goods,  but  never  cash,  21314-5. 


Society’s 


METITODS  IN  REGARD  TO  PURCHASE  OF 

Agricultural  Requisites. 


Society  endeavoured  to  classify  member’s  require- 
ments for  agricultural  requisites  through  local 
societies  and  to  federate  these  societies  for  bulking 
orders,  and  procuring  goods  at  bed-rock  prices,  busi- 
ness transactions  undertaken  by  specially  organised 
21316  federatl0ns  controlled  by  the  societies,  21311, 

Position  of  “ Congest  ” in  debt  to  Shopkeeper. 

As  matters  stood,  “ congest”  sold  his  scanty  pro- 
uce.  in  worst  market  and  bought  agricultural  re- 
quisdes  and  necessaries  of  life  in  market  where 
goods  were  so  bad  that  no  cash  purchaser  would  buy 

them,  Co-operativ-6  Society  changed  that,  21317-8 

Large  farmers  and  resident  gentry  did  not  deal  in 
this  small  market,  only  people  taking  goods  on 
credit,  21319-20.— Witness  compared  prices  in 

Swt0W1!iSn  Wlth  those  in  bi«  centres,  country 
prices  20  or  40  per  cent,  above  those  in  large  places 
n„ltLar°'?ng  f0r  carriage,  21321-2.— Shopkeepers’ 
the  ry  ^*k€ep  pe?pl®  in  debt  to  them,  it  secured 
and  they  could  riot  criticise  their 
goods,  21323,  21325.— Practice  existed  all  alone 
SkrVT  ,WU'  ' 21324.-Rare  for  small  holder  in 
Ireland  not  to  be  in  debt  to  shopkeeper, 
fn  lfm1  1?e0p]fc  had  V°  g00ds  to  barter  they  ran 
laL,,*?’  (Tnigra,t0lTi.  labourers  ran  up  bills  til] 
labourer  returned  with  money,  21327. 


“ General  Purposes  Society  ” needed  as  well  as 
SYSTEM  OF  Co-OPBBATlYE  CREDIT. 

Co-operative  organisation  would  succeed  best  if 
founded  on  sound  system  of  co-operative  credit. 
Raiffeisen  Bank  admirably  suited,  machinery  to  sell 
and  buy  all  that  related  to  farm  needed  as  well, 
witness  suggested  first  the  formation  of  a Raiffeisen 
bank  in  every  parish,  then  a "General  Purposes 
Society  ” which  would  bulk,  grade,  and  sell  produce, 
21331. 

Raiffeisen  Banks. 

Raiffeisen  banks  practically  identical  with  those  in 
Germany,  they  had  money  lent  but  no  subsidy  for  work- 
ing purposes,  paid  full  interest  on  money  borrowed, 
21332-5. — Rules  the  same  as  German  ones,  source 
of  money  not  the  same,  they  would  enable  members 
to  purchase  artificial  manures,  seeds,  fishing  gear, 
&c.,  more  expensive  farm  machines  could  be  used 
co-operatively  by  the  members,  such  a society  could 
also  introduce  improved  breeds  of  live  stock,  21336. 


Co-operative  Insurance  Company  fop.  Live  Stock 
proposed. 

General  co-operative  insurance  company  for  live 
stock  would  also  be  a benefit,  provision  of  re-insuring 
body  must  form  part  of  such  a scheme,  21336. — 
Supposing  society  were  formed  for  insuring  live 
stock  with  mortality  rate  calculated  at  3 per  cent., 
if  rate  rose  to  5 per  cent,  society  would  be  bankrupt, 
if  societies  were  associated  and  pooled  their 
premiums,  they  would  equalise  each  other,  21337-8.— 
One  insurance  society  registered  in  Ireland  so  far, 
could  do  nothing  without  another  to  back  it,  21339. — 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  had  rules 
and  forms  for  such  societies,  but  no  funds,  21340. — 
Insurance  company  would  not  do  it,  Lloyd’s  might, 
but  there  was  no  branch  of  Lloyd’s  in  Ireland, 
Council  of  Agriculture  in  Ireland  had  passed  a 
resolution  asking  the  Department  to  take  steps  to 
underwrite  risks  of  live  stock  insurance  societies, 
21341-2. — Ordinary  insurance  company  would  charge 
too  high  interest,  mutual  societies  need  only  charge 
2 per  cent.,  if  that  were  exceeded  one  year  premiums 
the  next  could  be  raised  to  make  loss  good,  re- 
insuring company  helping  meantime,  21343-5. — If 
death-rate  were  below  estimate,  money  would  be 
carried  forward,  21345. 


Qualified  Organisers  maintained  by  Society — 
Duties,  &c. 

Society  maintained  staff  of  qualified  organisers, 
district  allotted  to  each,  duties  to  explain  and 
demonstrate  principles  of  co-operative  organisation, 
he  kept  in  touch  with  societies,  and  kept  them  in 
touch  with  each  other,  and  with  Dublin,  no  financial 
responsibility  accepted  for  societies,  each  separately 
controlled  and  financed  by  its  members,  21346,  21360. 
—Application  for  new  societies  dealt  with  at  central 
office  in  consultation  with  local  organiser  when 
application  was  approved,  organiser  attended  pre- 
liminary meeting,  he  was  usually  "heckled,”  but 
generally  succeeded  in  convincing  people,  21346. 


Distinction  between  work  of  Department’s  and 
Society’s  Organisers. 

Functions  of  Department’s  and  Society’s  organisers 
so  different  that  people  never  confused  them  now. 
21347-8. — Advice  did  not  clash,  it  was  on  different 
subjects,  21349.— Each  organiser  had  a district  and 
was  pretty  well  known,  21350.— Since  Department’s 
subsidy  was  granted  work  was  not  changed,  only  ex- 
tended, Department  now  gave  technical  instruction 
formerly  given  by  Society,  21352-3. 


No  ESCAPE  PROVIDED  BY  BANKRUPTCY  COURT. 

fourf  2n?fl°Qf  Irrish  pefarnt  A°  g0  \nt0  BilnkmPtl 
comnlUn21t28'9‘~riu  of  freo,lorn  of  m»n  in  de 
complete,  because  there  was  no  escape  bv  simple 
cheap  process  of  law,  21331.  1 * P 


Opposition  by  Traders,  etc. 

Attack  on  principle  of  co-operation  rare,  opposition 
due  to  distrust  of  Society’s  methods  fostered  by  the 
press  and  traders,  opposition  increased  cost,  of  organi- 
sation, if  members  of  Parliament  lent  aid  in  their 
2 c 
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constituencies  progress  would  have  been  rapid,  oppo- 
sition unwarranted  by  facts,  ordinary  trader  could 
not  reach  best  market  and  was  not  qualified  to  deal 
in  manures  and  seeds,  provisions  of  Fertilisers  and 
Feeding  Stuffs  Act  dead  letter,  unsuitable  manures 
sold  at  prices  beyond  their  value,  difficult  to  under- 
stand opposition,  society  never  encouraged  supply  of 
household  goods  by  co-operative  societies,  21353. — 
Ordinary  shopkeeper  hated  to  see  his  customers  go 
past  his  door  so  stocked  things  that  did  not  pay  him, 
21354. — He  thought  it  would  pay  indirectly,  21355. 


Procedure  for  establishment  of  a Society — Con- 
stitution of  Committee  of  Management,  etc. 

After  preliminary  meeting  next  step  for  establish- 
ing society  would  be  provisional  committee  to  canvas 
for  shares,  nominal  value  of  share  £1,  usually  5s., 
■sometimes  2s.  6 d.  a share  paid  on  application,  fur- 
ther calls  as  required,  number  of  shares  regulated 
hy  poor  law  valuation  of  members’  holding,  in  case 
•of  creameries  by  number  of  cows  holding  would  carry, 
member’s  liability  limited  to  amount  of  his  shares, 
to  supplement  capital  committee  gave  a joint  and 
several  guarantee  to  nearest  joint  stock  bank  where 
they  provisionally  opened  account,  21355. — Bank  per- 
mitted account  to  be  overdrawn  to  extent  of  guar- 
antee at  fixed  rate  of  4 per  cent.,  21356-8.— Weak 
point  was  committee’s  liability  which  deterred  men 
•of  substance  from  becoming  guarantors,  however  the 
responsibility  ensured  careful  management,  interest 
paid  on  shares  at  5 per  cent.,  21358.— Guarantors  all 
members  of  committee,  persons  could  not  be  removed 
from  committee  so  long  as  they  were  guarantors  with- 
out some  one  to  take  their  places,  21359-60.— Com- 
mittee selected  by  members,  manager  and  secretary  by 
•committee,  in  creameries  manager  got  salary  of  £1  to 
£3  a week,  21360.— Society  described  was  kind  of 
■society  already  existing,  general  purposes  society  the 
one  recommended  for  congested  districts,  21361,  21364 
—None  specially  formed  at  present,  21362.— Manager 
of  poultry  and  egg  marketing  society  got  salary  of 
£1  to  £2  a week,  21363-4. — Managers  of  societies  for 
purchasing  manures  and  seeds  got  percentage  on 
■sales  and  sometimes  bonus  on  profits,  members  shared 
prohts,  no  cash  payment  till  shares  were  paid  up 
oither  m cash  or  calls  or  allocation  of  dividends  from 
prohts,  organising  society  also'  provided  account  books 
thcmin21364ted  maTlagers  and  committees  how  to  use 

General  Purposes  Society  recommended  for  Con- 
gested Districts. 

*malp »»<i  sms]!  farmers  in 
"“‘A'f!;  distinctions  m congested  districts, 
except  where  fishermen  were  farmers.  “ General  Pur- 

leTarimX?  , thS, beSt’  *rOTided  were 

mhrd  and  separate  accounts  kept,  such  a 
•society  could  have  a creamery,  also  sell  poultry,  etc 
■one  managers  could  superintend  several  branches  if 

1,0,Credit  society  the  committee"3 might Sgive 

credit  and  make  a profit  out  of  it,  21364.— 5 per  cent 
■charged,  taking  credit  not  encouraged,  but  necessarv 
metimes  if  people  would  go  to  shopkeepers,  21365-6^ 

Attitude  of  Joint  Stock  Banks. 

tii"LSo“  "of  ‘r-  “d  rinap,  some- 

that  were 'practicable,  2136^9,  “137? 

tIla”  ther  iad  i right  £ 
well’  21372'  p113?1  ja?ker  safeguarded  shareholders 

haring  iLsTS,  deSSrST01  “".tot  - man 
small  sum  at  6 per  cent  to  £enj-  to  borrow 

himself  to  replace  deposit  if 

Won*  c.  Egg  a™  Pg^Soon™  in  C*,m 
dingiand  the  great 
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individually  “congest”  could  not  compete  colW 
tively  he  would  he  powerful,  society  bought  ’em  k 
weight,  so  that  good  eggs  got  full  value,  it  twterf 
eggs  and  packed  them  to  attract,  selling  under 
tractive  National  Trade  Mark,  which  was  appreciated 
on  markets,  profits  divided  among  members  renn 
tation  of  Irish  eggs  thus  revived,  number  and’  weic-M 
of  eggs  improved,  21377.— Same  trade  mark  for  all 
Ireland,  registered  to  prevent  sale  of  Russian  e™. 
as  Irish,  21378-80.— Ireland  near  to  great  centres  of 
distribution  or  consumpion,  21381.— Remote  districts 
handicapped  by  want  of  transit,  but  not  so  much 
as  was  supposed,  organised  producers  easily  reached 
railways,  value  of  eggs  exported  in  1904 
£2,800,000,  could  be  doubled  in  a few  years  by  orea 
nisation,  congested  districts  as  suited  to  egg  produc" 
tion  as  anywhere,  produce  of  twenty  hens  equal  to 
that  of  one  cow,  21382. — Weight  of  eee  denpiiHod 
breed  of  hen  and  feeding,  21383-4.— Difficult  to  pro 
duce  table  fowl,  all  districts  not  suitable,  best  layers 
not  best  table  fowl,  no  good  “general  purposes” 
breed,  geese,  ducks,  turkeys  raised  everywhere  fair 
market  if  they  were  properly  fed,  killed,  plicked 
trussed  and  packed,  “ cramming  ” done  at  three 
societies,  hoped  that  table  fowl  fattened  in  Ireland 
would  soon  command  as  good  prices  in  British  market 
as  Surrey  or  Sussex,  which  now  held  the  market 
large  quantities  of  Irish  chickens  bought  by  Surrey 
and  Sussex  fatteners  and  sold  as  Surrey  or  Sussex 
fowls,  21384-5.— London  market  difficult  to  get  into 
beginning  made  by  capturing  markets  in  smaller 
towns,  21386. — First  rate  fowl  turned  out  by  societies 
expert  fattener  employed,  21386-7.— Margin  of  profit 
on  cramming  less  than  was  supposed,  21388.—  Smaller 
bird  preferred  in  Ireland,  more  attention  paid  to 
hatching  in  right  season  instead  of  only  when  market 
was  glutted  would  bring  uniform  supply  and  amply 
repay  trouble,  society  purchased  fowl  as  far  as  pos- 
o1™  by  wei8ht>  quality  also  taken  into  account, 
21389.  Dampness  of  climate  unfavourable  to  pro- 
duction of  chickens,  21390. 

Creamery  System  for  Congested  Districts. 

Modification  of  creamery  system  carried  on  in  other 
parts  of  Ireland  would  prove  a great  boon  to  people 
of  congested  districts,  home-made  butter  industry 
doomed,  quality  too  uncertain,  consumers  preferred 
creamery  butter  that  could  be  depended  on,  small 
farmers  might  join  together  to  buy  hand  separator 
or  one  driven  by  pony,  a daughter  of  one  of  the 
families  could  be  trained  to  act  as  dairymaid,  milk 
would  be  brought,  people  bringing  eggs,  honey  and 
poultry  at  same  time,  separated  milk  carried  home 
again,  united  products  would  be  sent  to  "General 
Purposes  Society”  for  market,  and  cash  returns  be 
made  through  each  townland  collector,  21390.— Would 
entail  expense,  but  also  profit,  21391.— Small  farmer 
1 would  gam  more  from  such  a system  than  large  one, 
market  probiem  already  solved  by  trade  federations 
nm,  Limerick,  depots  also  on  British  side, 
w?  or ey  4°^d  *n  and  Irish  town  mar- 

ts, <41394-5.— Business  of  federations  increasing,  not 
so  fast  as  societies,  societies  found  more  outlets  now 
than  formerly  21396-9.— Creamery  could  sell  all  the 
butter  it  turned  out,  21400. 

Suggestions  for  additional  Employment  in  Con- 
gested Districts. 

Congest  could  not  live  by  land  alone,  difficult  to 
uggest  industry  apart  from  land,  best  of  the  popu- 
lation emigrated  or  migrated,  there  were  possibilities 
in  land  itself,  e.g.,  flax  grown  in  Ballina  and  Killak. 
eaify  potatoes  successful  in  Aran  and  West  Cork, 
early  spring  flowers  would  grow  in  Aran,  bee-keeping 
couia  be  developed,  lace  and  crochet  though  overdone 
21/mn  “ o,C0unted  on  as  a good  source  of  income, 
f U a m ,crochet  at  present,  inferior  work 

urnea  out,  machine  made  article  dangerous  o.om- 
p itor,  only  high-class  work  to  be  encouraged,  21401- 

Co-operative  Grazing  Scheme. 

.^ftness  suggested  that  when  a grazing  farm  was 
tnm  reach  a co-operative  society  should  buy  it  to  hold 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  IV. 


205 


ANDERSON,  Mr.  R.  A. — continued. 

in  common  as  had  been  done  successfully  by  societies 
atKillaroran  and  Tissara,  members’  cattle  were  ad- 
mitted at  a rate  per  head  and  common  herd  employed, 
cattle  throve  better  with  a wide  range  than  in  con- 
fined area,  21403-5. — Farms  had  been  rented,  profit 
out  of  the  two  farms  £100  in  one  year,  21406-9. — 
People  kept  accounts,  21408.— Co-operative  grazing 
had  also  been  carried  on  successfully  in  County 
Meath,  where  richest  grazing  in  Ireland  was,  under 
Colonel  Everard,  21410. — It  Qiad  now  been  stopped  at 
Tissara  as  land  had  been  sold  ; difficult  for  co-opera- 
tive societies  to  get  farms  on  account  of  people’s 
clamour  for  land,  society  thought  it  wrong  to  divide 
land,  better  to  keep  it  as  common  grazing,  21411. 


Importance  of  Co-operation  for  a Peasant  Pro- 
prietary. 

Report  of  Small  Holdings  Committee  declared  agri- 
cultural co-operation  essential  to  peasant  proprietary, 
he  would  adopt  it  spontaneously  if  educated,  society's 
duty  was  to  educate  him,  country  recognised  neces- 
sity and  decreed  society  should  do  it,  aided  by  4-mds 
from  Department,  witness  hoped  this  Commission 
would  frame  report  to  enable  society  to  extend  work 
in  congested  districts,  21413-4. — Small  Holdings  Com- 
mittee had  reference  to  Act  of  1892,  21415. — Simi- 
larity between  holdings  under  that  Act  and  Irish  ones, 
English  holdings  more  productive,  21416. — Scope  of 
Act  very  limited,  Commission,  arguing  from  different 
circumstances,  drew  same  conclusions  as  were  drawn 
in  Ireland,  21417-8. — In  Ireland  people  who  got  lai’ge 
holdings  had  no  capital  or  market  for  goods  or  busi- 
ness knowledge,  these  could  be  given  through  co- 
operative societies,  21421. — Co-operation  as  much 
needed  on  Dillon  Estate  as  anywhere,  21422-3. — Easy 
to  introduce  in  Ireland,  was  a revival  of  old  clan 
system,  21424. — Mistrust  of  neighbours  was  a serious 
barrier,  but  it  was  disappearing,  meeting  of  people  to 
do  business  in  common  broke  down  suspicion,  21425. — 
Absence  of  belief  in  public  spirit  another  character- 
istic, 21426-7. — Would  disappear,  even  now  local  land- 
lord was  chosen  to  preside  over  society  if  he  were  a 
good  business  man,  religious  or  political  difference 
did  not  prevent  members  electing  best  men  on  com- 
mittees, 21428. 


Grants  made  by  Department  to  Society. 

First  subsidy  made  by  Department  to  Organisation 
Society  was  grant  of  £2,000  a year  for  banks,  home 
industries  and  live  stock  insurance  societies,  that  was 
made  by  Agricultural  Board,  which  was  two-thirds 
elected,  one-third  nominated,  next  grant  also  by 
Agricultural  Board,  of  £3,700,  in  May,  1906,  matter 
of  co-operative  organisation  come  before  Council  of 
Agriculture,  who  unanimously  declared  in  favour  of 
it  and  decided  to  employ  State  funds  in  promoting 
it,  six  months  later  they  recommended  that  I.A.O.S. 
should  be  aided  in  carrying  out  an  approved  scheme 
subject  to  supervision  of  expenditure  by  Department, 
subsidy  to  be  pro  rata  in  order  to  stimulate  contri- 
butions from  subscribers,  Board  was  to  meet  next 
week  to  consider  a scheme,  21429. — Resolutions  were 
passed  by  clear  majority  of  elected  element  of  Board, 
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Carndonagh  Society — Profits  as  compared  with 

WHAT  COULD  BE  MADE  BY  UNASSOCIATED  CONGESTS. 

Carndonagh  Society  typical  example  of  co-operative 
society,  Chairman,  Rev.  J.  Doherty,  priest  of  parish, 
turnover  last  year  £1,866  by  creamery,  auxiliary 
creamery  worked  at  the  Lagan,  3 "84  pence  per  gallon 
received  for  milk  by  farmers,  39,359  lbs.  butter  got 
from  87,606  gallons  milk,  average  1 lb.  butter  to  2‘22 
gallons  milk,  under  old  plan,  1 lb.  butter  produced  from 
3 gallons  milk,  which  would  have  reduced  butter  out- 
put from  39,000  lbs.  to  29,000  lbs.,  11-25  pence  a 
pound  paid  for  butter,  “congested”  butter  at  8 d. 
a pound  would  realise  2"66 d.  a gallon  for  milk,  re- 
ducing total  received  for  produce  from  £1,866  to 
£973,  or  loss  of  £1  19s.  4 d.  per  cow,  taking  cow’s 
produce  at  400  gallons  per  annum,  and  £893  on  full 
turnover  of  society,  21433. — Witness  allowed  nothing 
for  working  expenses,  creamery’s  working  expenses 
allowed  in  paying  3'84d.  per  gallon,  loans  and  old 
debts  also  paid  off  and  interest  of  5 per  cent,  on  shares 
besides  amount  allowed  for  depreciation  of  buildings, 
and  £58  19s.  9 d.  carried  foi-ward,  21434-5. — Price  of 
butter  alone  in  Carndonagh  exceeded  value  of  land, 
buildings  and  everything,  21443. — Objects  of  creamery 
not  confined  to  that  electoral  division,  21444. — Figure 
might  have  been  doubled  by  sale  of  eggs  as  well,  egg 
production  ran  butter  very  close,  value  of  total  export 
of  poultry  and  eggs  from  Ireland  in  1904,  £2,800,000, 
of  butter  £3,200,000,  difference  of  only  £400,000, 
value  of  eggs  consumed  in  Ireland  greater  than  butter, 
21445. — Value  of  butter,  eggs  and  poultry  together  in 
Carndonagh  exceeded  total  valuation  of  district, 
21446. — Butter  produced  by  co-operative  creamei-ies 
more  than  half  total  export  value  of  butter  from  Ire- 
land, 21447-9. — Butter  from  creameries  mainly  ex- 
ported, 21450. 


Difficulties  in  the  way  of  starting  Creameries 
in  worst  Congested  Districts. 

Creameries  could  be  extended  under  a scheme  like 
“ General  Purposes  Society,”  difficult  in  district 
where  people  were  scattered,  those  with  one  or  two 
cows  would  not  bring  milk  to  distant  centre,  21436-7. 
— Practically  impossible  in  West  unless  under  a 
scheme  of  hand  separators  for  small  area,  21438. — 
Worst  congested  districts  could  not  possibly  support 
creameries,  21437-41. — There  were  no  cows,  21442. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  2?.  .-1.  Anderson. 


A.  — Co-operative  Grazing,  ....  232 

B.  — Killeroran  Co-operative  Agricultural 
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C.  — Co-operative  Grazing  Scheme  on  Mr.  Man- 

gan’s  Estate  in  County  Itoscommon,  . 233 

D.  — Case  for  Counsel’s  advice  re  Acquisition  of 

Grazing  Farms, 234 

E.  — Draft  of  Bill  supported  by  the  Irish  Agri- 

cultural Organisation  Society  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Bight  lion.  Gerald  Bal- 
four, then  Chief  Secretary,  . . 235 


PLUNKETT,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  HORACE. 


See  also  p.  155. 

Explanation  of  Failure  of  Dairy  Society  in 

Donegal.  Witness’s  official  evidence  dealt  with  relations  be- 

tween Congested  Districts  Board  and  Department, 
Complaints  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Pearson  about  a was  given  at  length,  because  Commission  'had  no  clear 
dairy  society  started  in  Donegal,  at  time  of  starting  idea  of  Department’s  constitution  and  policy,  was 
it  in  1902  people  in  that  part  of  South  Donegal  were  agreed  to  by  chief  officers  of  Department  and  by 
clamouring  for  societies  everywhere,  society  started  in  Agricultural  Board,  following  unofficial  evidence  given 
hopes  of  embracing  creameries  at  Inver  and  Kiltee-  as  member  of  Congested  Districts  Board  and  as  person 
vopie,  both  places  started  separate  creameries,  an  in  touch  with  actual  conditions  in  Ireland,  official  tin 
adjoining  creamery  meanwhile  equipped  itself  as  sense  that  practical  suggestions  were  agreed  to 
churning  creamery  and  became  competitor,  society  by  Department,  21454-5. 

not  responsible,  they  tried  to  lav  line  of  demarcation  ( 

to  secure  enough  milk,  competitors  would  not  agree, 

Donegal  Society  starved  almost  to  death,  witness  Character  of  the  People. 

trying  to  think  out  scheme  to  save  it,  relations  be- 
tween Donegal  Society  and  I.A.O.S.  perfectly  Problem  of  congestion  looked  at  by  witness  from 
friendly,  21431. — Too  much  jealousy  to  amalgamate  human,  not  material  side,  education  and  economic 
Donegal  Company  with  others,  21432.  development  more  dealt  with  than  land  question, 
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views  farmed  from  study  of  character  of  people,  2146 1. 

— Thelir  moral  qualities  of  high  order,  pnysical  condi- 
tion good  considering  their  history,  industiy  combined 
with  lack  of  capability  to  secure  its-  fruits,  resourceful- 
ness and  shrewdness  in  bargaining  combined  with  back- 
wardness in  commercial  education  and  business 
character,  21462. — These  qualities  and  defects  were 
illustrated  by  their  relations  with  shopkeepers,  credit 
and  barter  system,  borrowing  at  high  rate  of  interest 
when  they  had  money  in  savings  bank  at  low  rate, 
neglect  to  spray  potatoes,  21463.— Distinction  between 
Congested  Districts  policy  of  1891  and  later  policy, 
latter  due  to  labour's  of  Recess  Committee  though  much 
done  by  private  individuals,  21463. 


Too  Much  Importance  attached  to  Land  Factor, 
Not  Enough  to  Education  and  Agricultural 
Development. 

Tendency  to  attach  t-oo  much  importance  to  land 
factor,  too  little  to  labour-  and  capital.  21463,  21465.— 
insufficient  attention  given  to  education  and  agricul- 
tural development,  21465-6. 

Commission  would  be  able  to  determine  amount  of 
land  available  for  solution  of  problem,  unwise  to  dis- 
tribute lit  with  people  in  backward  condition,  they 
would  have  to  be  helped,  21467.— Land  purchase  had 
not  gone  too  fast,  but  there  were  many  questions  to 
be  threshed  out  before  best  method  of  re-distribution 
could  be  determined,  21468,  21470.-On  Dillon  estate 
tiiere  had  been  more  improvement  of  holdings  than 
enlargement,  average  holding  twenty  acres,  21469.. 

Pace  op  Re-Distribution  op  Land. 

Acceleration  of  pace  of  re-distribution  dangerous, 
obstacles  to  rapid  settlement  might  possibly  be  found 
removable  by  Commission,  21471.— But  at  present 
authorities  had  insufficient  knowledge  of  class  of 
holding  required,  and  people’s  technical  knowledge 
wa«3  insufficient  to  work  an  economic  holding,  21472 
— JJ^aMtenant  of  holdings  not  to  be  entirely  post- 
P?°Ple  wer«  more  educated,  cases  must  be 
judged  on  their  own  merits,  might  be  best  to  give  a 
little  more  land  wnere  possible  until  people  were  en- 
abled to  go  higher,  probable  that  result  of  Commis- 
sion s inquiry  would  be  to  modify  idea  of  what  was  an 
au‘d  h,ow  f£U'  Pe°Pl0  in  congested 
•cUstacts  were  tit  to  be  put  on  to  one,  21473,  21475-6.— 
Witness  not  anxious  to  delay  re-settlement,  he  wished 

i°neV012M7a  tl“t  "ouIi  h"8  *»  ■»  m- 

TldiL”S.  stimulated 

®nxiety_  to  he  taught,  a re-distribution  of 
1)6  lf??d  that  ^ad  strict  regard  to  extent 
S!s  DroviSng  adva?ta#e,  of  educational  and  other 
SnnSf’  amount  of  land  to  be  got  should  de- 
In  to.  cultivate,  caution  to  be  observed 

W re-d}stl-ibution  that  would  be  popular 

(,at  would  nt>fc  worfc  out>  system  wanted  that  would 
get  maximum  amount  of  land  and  provide  maximum 
of  comfort  to  largest  number  of  people,  21477  —Ac- 

tiom61 +Wd  ^iftibuti011  °f  la3ld  ques- 

tions, -there  should  be  power  to  obtain  Land  that  was 

v4  S3.7ZS2  ur 

mmm 

I 

individual  placed  on  tiie  holding 
fested  Districts  Act  passed  in  1891  21484 


21485-6-People's  condition  improved  by 
better  holdings,  witii  technical  education  tL  ,E 
have  done  better-,  21487,-There  S no  l W°^ 
fuiluru,  21488 -Not  propped  thct%stZ 
question  wab  how  much  land  to  give  in  each  top’ 
sumo  guidmg  prinmplu  should  bo  agreed' oa,  SL“'1 
Everyone  wanted  the  low  standard  of  comtert 
nested  areas  to  be  raised,  larger 
high  standard  than  for  low,  but  what  ramtttS  S 
economic  holding,  standard  of  comfort  of  hold^Tf,, 
tern  of  agncnlture  pursued,  general  economic  pSit?™ 
of  distinct  all  ao  Indeterminate  at  present  tiff  2 
system  of  redistribution,  was  almost  imposjiM, 
demde  on;  many  holdings  eroded  by  Beard' 3d  J? 
bably  prove  uneconomic  w:hen  standard  of  comfort  I? 
though  they  did  best  that  could  be  done ; new  2SS 

Acl .1™  h“l  “ sinci  BoLidTS 

founded,  and  there  was  a probability  of  fredn  f„S 
being  available  for  economic  development  of  comLja 

am  wMch  *hi"S9  hld  t0 

•Authority  to  Decide  on  Fitness  of  Migrants. 

Autiiority  charged  with  re-distribution  of  land  would 
decide  on  fitness  of  tenants,  that  body  must  act  in 
•«  •*«*** 

Fitness  of  Migrants;  Individual  Test  Required. 
State  authority  must  examine  into  personal  fitness 

MiSS;  !im  “ °*  ,"isi'“t* >» 

Migrants  from  very  backward  districts  such  as 
Connemara  would  not  succeed  on  good  land  such  as  in 
Roscommon,  they  should  be  put  on  to  farms  at  an 
intermediate  stage  or  else  on  enlarged  holdings  in 
toeiJ  own  district-,  others  might  possibly  be  moved  to 
good  holding  to  make  room  for  others,  plan  adopted 
to  certain  extent  by  Board,  21494-6.— The  O'Conor 
Don  thought  a man  would  be  less  well  off  with  two 
uneconomic  holdings  that  he  could  not  work  himself 
than  as  a migratory  labourer  with  one  uneconomic 
Holding,  point  worth  considering,  21497-8. 

Improvements  on  Estates  Purchased  should  be 

CARRIED  OUT  BEFORE  Re-SaLE  TO  TENANTS. 

Good  plan  for  improvements  necessaa-y  on  an  estate 
being  purchased  by  tenants  to  be  carried  out  by  public 
authority,  cost  of  improvements  being  added  to  in- 
stalments, 21499. — It  was  easier  for  terms  of  rep  ay - 
meait  to  be  altered  before  than  after  tenants  became 
oi'cn^’n^80  ton  ants  could  be  dealt  witii  collectively, 
21500,  21512.— Land  Act  of  1903  should  be  modified 
to  render  operation  more  free,  21502.— If  Government 
adopted  a policy  of  improving  estates  as  result  of 
Report  of  Commission,  it  should  be  done  in  intermediate 
stage,  21503-4,  21508. — Owner’s  only  interest  was  the 
difference  between  interest  he  would”  get  on  completion 
of  sale  and  interest  when  he  was  paid,  21506.— Gov- 
ernment, once  they  had  a definite  policy,  must  have 
compulsory  powers  not  only  on  owners  but  on.  pur- 
chasers, it  would  be  necessary  to  see  that  new  owner's 
could  do  their  duty  by  the  land  and  justify  State 
assistance,  principle  that  property  liad  its  duties  as 
well  as  its  rights  should  be  applied  to  peasant  pro- 
prietary as  well  as  large  landholders,  21508. — Landlord 
and  Tenant  could  be  allowed  to  make  the  bargain  with 
each  other,  that  need  not  prevent  postponement  of 
completion  until  improvement^  were  carried  out  by 
the  authority,  21509.— Landlord’s  power-  of  selling 
direct  to  tenants  within  the  zones  consistent  with 
power  of  improving,  21510.— At  present  landlords  of 
worst  estates  could  sell  direct  to  tenants,  21511.— Ro- 
t j War  e®totos  needing  improvements  weke  in 

hands  of  tenants  who  had  no  money,  and  improve- 
ments would  thus  have  to  be  done  by  authority  after 
6ale,  apparently  the  only  way  to  put  such  estates  in 
good  condition  was  to  insist  on  abolition  of  freedom 
of  sale  for  that  class  of  property  and  compel  landlord 
through  a-11  improving  authority,  21512,  21517. 
.Public  authority  should  be  able  to  effect  improve- 
ments before  handing  estate  to  tenants,  unfair  for 
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landlord  to  get  'increased  price  in'  respect  of 
improvements  carried  out  by  State  money,  21514. — 
Witness  had  not  fully  considered  machinery  for  sale  and 
purchase,  21514-6. — If  Government  were  to  improve 
estates  they  ought  to  hold  them  during  improvement 
before  distributing  to  tenants,  21519. — Voluntary 
agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant  need  not  be 
interfered  with,  the  vesting  order  could  be  suspended 
till  estates  had  been  dealt  with,  21520. 

Report  op  Small  Holdings  Committee. 

Report  of  Small  Holdings  Committee  showed  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  placing  small  holdings  on  sound 
and  permanent  basis  under  existing  economic  condi- 
tions, 21524,  21582. — No  land  hunger  or  agrarian 
agitation  existed  in  England,  so  that  committee  was 
able  to  take  a broad  view,  chief  value  of  report  was 
treatment  of  land  factor  in  relation  to  all  other  factors 
of  problem  of  rural  life,  significant  that  in  Great 
Britain  while  Small  Holdings  Act  was  inoperative, 
Allotments  Act  quite  successful,  and  in  the  few  cases 
where  small  holdings  succeeded  it  was  due  to  those 
who  initiated  them,  landlords  being  the  prime 
movers,  especially  in  Scottish  crofter  districts,  fitness 
of  holder  chiefly  insisted  on,  probationary  period 
suggested  where  this  was  not  assured,  promotion  of 
agricultural  co-operation  by  State  laid  down  as  essen- 
tial for  rural  communities,  agricultural  education 
to  be  assisted  by  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
subjects  based  on  rural  needs  to  be  compulsory  in 
rural  schools,  school  gardens  to  be  provided,  until 
these  things  were  done,  committee  held  that  land 
distribution  should  be  regarded  as  in  experimental 
stage,  21524. 

Unfavourable  conditions  to  be  allowed  for  in 
Ireland. 

Conditions  in  Ireland  less  favourable  than  in 
England,  people  neither  technically  nor  commercially 
prepared  to  meet  altered  conditions  of  agricultural 
production  and  distribution,  foRy  to  ignore  fact  of 
aversion  of  Irish  in  America  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, rural  exodus  and  urban  concentration  were 
sociological  as  much  as  economic  tendencies,  tem- 
perament of  Irish  people  such  as  to  put  them  in  van 
of  movement,  social  and  intellectual  organisations 
must  join  with  Government  agencies  if  people  were 
to  be  kept  on  land,  evicted  tenants  were  to  be  placed 
on  farms,  but  years  of  exile  did  not  increase  their 
qualifications  for  husbandry,  landholders  in  certain 
areas  were  in  chronic  state  of  destitution  and  un- 
fitted to  succeed  on  economic  holding,  they  could, 
and  must,  be  made  self-supporting,  but  not  simply 
by  placing  them  on  land,  provision  of  farms  could 
not  be  postponed  till  people  were  sufficiently  educated 
and  organised,  but  defective  conditions  must  be 
allowed  for,  and  unless  great  care  were  taken  par- 
celling cf  land  into  so-called  economic  holdings  would 
make  less  prosperous  tenants  than  it  might  be  pos- 
sible to  create,  21524. 


“Economic”  and  ‘ Hyper-Economic"  Holdings 
and  Allotments. 

Term  “ economic  holding”  used  for  one  that  could 
support  a family  with  fair  standard  of  comfort, 
“hyper-economic  holding”  one  that  could  do  more, 
“ auotment”  for  one  that  could  not  support  family 
without  external  resources,  exact  relation  these  should 
bear  to  each  other  could  not  be  fixed  by  Parlia- 
ment, economic  law  would  dispose  of  that,  strong 
family  would  always  get  more  land,  aim  must  be 
settlement  of  as  many  people  on  land  as  could  be 
•expected  to  maintain  themselves  on  it  in  comfort, 
proposed  chess-board  division  of  land  impossible, 
economic  holding  relative  term  depending  on  stan- 
dard of  comfort,  holder,  environment,  &c.,  stan- 
dard of  comfort  was  rising,  and  would  do  so  in- 
creasingly, and  the  holding  must  expand  with  it, 
when  certain  contemplated  developments  were  carried 
out  economic  holding  might  not  have  to  be  so  large 
as  now,  necessary  revolutionising  of  technical  and 
-commercial  methods  in  Ireland  was  beginning,  Irish 
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peasant  at  present  required  more  land  in  proportion 
to  his  standard  of  living  than  French,  Belgian,  or 
Dutch,  if  their  methods  were  introduced  Irish 
peasant  might  before  long  prosper  on  smaller  hold- 
ing, impossible  to  tell  where  balance  of  greater  needs 
and  more  efficiency  would  be  struck,  21524. — Board’s 
experience  in  migration  and  enlargement  of  holdings 
more  negative  than  positive  in  earlier  years,  negative 
results  showed  what  to  avoid  and  helped  to  determine 
conditions  for  permanent  settlement,  21524,  21534-6. 
Minimum  valuation  of  economic  holding  first  taken 
as  £6  in  emergency  case,  people  with  valuation  of 
£6  and  upwards  did  not  come  on  rates  in  time  of 
chronic  famine,  21524-6. — Chronic  famine  existed  in 
West  Connemara  and  portions  of  Erris,  21527-8. — 
There  were  relief  works,  21529. — Impossible  to  ad- 
minister them  without  abuse,  they  were  sometimes 
necessary,  rarely  now,  21530-1. — Witness  spoke  of 
times  now  past,  starvation  as  a result  of 
distress  had  disappeared,  21532-3. — Holdings  created 
up  to  1906  successful  so  far,  but  people  might  not 
be  able  to  maintain  themselves  on  them  with  higher 
standard  of  comfort,  21537-8. 


Standard  of  comfort  in  relation  to  Economic 
Holdings  and  Sub-division. 

Improvement  in  standard  of  living,  21539-40. — 
Did  not  mean  improvement  in  people’s  condition,  if 
standard  increased  so  that  people  could  not  maintain 
it  they  emigrated,  there  was  an  improvement  in 
ambitions  and  outlook  of  people  as  well  as  in  physical 
comfort,  21541. — Maintenance  of  standard  must  de- 
pend primarily  on  economic  conditions,  twenty-five 
years  ago  in  France  laws  were  passed  admitting 
infinite  sub-division,  but  effective  standard  of  com 
fort  had  been  established,  and  peasants  sub- 
divided until  they  got  to  the  minimum,  but  not 
below  that,  21542-4. — Board’s  later  operations  more 
ositive  in  value,  holdings  could  not  yet  be  stan- 
ardised,  account  must  be  taken  of  fact  that  migrants 
and  inirchasing  tenants  were  paid  wages  for  im- 
provements, re-action  when  this  assistance  was  with- 
drawn must  be  reckoned  with,  21544-6. — If  improve- 
ments were  economic  when  tenants  came  into  posses- 
sion, the  expenditure  would  be  reproductive,  21547-8. 
— If  holding  were  not  economic,  even  after  im- 
provement, migrant  or  purchaser  would  complain 
of  Board  having  put  them  on  uneconomic  hold- 
ings, many  holdings  on  Dillon  Estate  could 
not  be  economic,  this  Commission  must  deal 
with  those,  21548. — Drainage  of  Dillon  Estate  a 
splendid  operation,  and  added  considerable  acreage 
to  economic  land,  21549-50. — Question  of  standard 
of  comfort  in  relation  to  re-settlement  not  merely 
academic,  necessary  to  settle  as  many  families  as 
possible,  the  more  really  economic  holdings  in  the 
re-settlement  the  better  for  the  nation,  settlement, 
if  it  were  to  be  permanent,  must  be  natural  social 
evolution,  could  not  take  place  till  standard  of  com- 
fort was  a reality,  passing  of  sub-division  would  be 
a test  of  this,  situation  analogous  to  that  in  France 
required,  sub-division  could  only  be  reached  by  im- 
proving standard  of  comfort  through  education, 
21550. 


Need  for  a certain  number  of  Hyper-Economic 
Holdings. 

Economic  holdings  should  be  supplemented  by 
hyper-economic  ones  and  allotments,  Act  of  1903 
might  conceivably  abolish  system  of  dual  ownership 
in  half  a generation,  but  the  benefits  to  agricultural 
classes  of  such  an  upheaval  were  exaggerated,  and 
its  risks  and  responsibilities  little  considered,  aboli- 
tion of  landlords  with  their  social  and  economic 
leadership  would  leave  void  which  must  be  filled  by 
Government,  Irish  pleasantry  would  be  the  least 
organised  in  the  world,  witness  hoped  a number  of 
landlords  would  remain  in  country  and  help  to  build 
up  its  non©  too  prosperous  state,  important  to  en- 
courage men  who  would  bring  capital,  education, 
and  opportunities  of  travel  to  bear  practically  on 
problem  of  agricultural  development ; importance  of 
large  farmer  would  employ  labour  and  provide  capital 
for  buildings,  21550. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


PLUNKETT,  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  HORACE— con- 
tinued. 

Allotments  fob  Labourers. 

Migratory  labourers  should  be  given  employment 
at  home,  people  on  seaboard  would  have  better  chance 
if  placed  on  allotments  where  hyper-economic  hold- 
ings would  provide  labour  for  them  if  extension  of 
tillage  were  adopted,  breakdown  of  wasteful  grazing 
system  would  come  from  ranchmen  of  Argentine, 
who  would  soon  take  back  one  hundredfold  the  prices 
now  given  for  good  breeds,  the  Irish  farmer  would  be 
forced  into  fattening  cattle  and  developing  poultry, 
dairying,  &c.,  this  meant  capital  and  also  employ- 
ment of  labour,  so  that  the  strong  farmer  would  want 
allotments  adjoining  his  holding,  while  economic 
holders  would  supply  and  eanploy  labour  according  to 
size  of  their  families,  21550. 

Need  for  Mobility  in  People— Elasticity  in  Land 
•System— Agricultural  Ladder  advocated. 

Fallacy  to  think  man  was  made  a farmer  by  giving 
him  a farm,  evolution  of  such  a policy  would  bo 
sub-division ; to  avoid  producing  congestion,  care  must 
be  taken  to  encourage  ambition  of  farmers  who  were 
compelled  to  be  labourers,  21550.— Agricultural  lad- 
der advocated  to  enable  allotment  holders  to  rise 
through  economic  holding  to  hyper-economic,  and 
those  unable  to  work  large  holding  to  fall  back  on 
rA1i1i1ob'llty  L‘?nd  elasticity  vitally  important, 
21550  21561-3.— This  scheme  could  not  be  carried  out 
rapidly,  present  land  system  had  effect  of  making 
people  extraordinarily  immobile,  when  farmin| 
became  a progressive  business  they  would  be 
content  to  move  up  and  down  the  ladder,  if  land 
system  were  made  elastic  with  cheap  and  easy  form 
of  iand  transfer,  people  would  be  induced  and  en- 
abled to  become  mobile,  undesirable  at-  present  stage 
to  determine  proportion  three  divisions  of  land  should 
bear  to  each  other,  it  should  change  with  changes 
m agricultural  production  and  distribution,  brought 
about  by  scientific  discovery  and  foreign  supply  m 
British  maikefs,  molility  should  Is  secnild  by  educa- 
21550. — ]}i faculties  of  migration 
most  easily  surmounted  by  moving  communities,  ex- 
periments should  be  tried,  Department  being  allowed 
to  give  special  attention  to  education  and  organisation 
of  communities  before  moving  them,  closest  co-opera- 
essential  between  authority  dealing  with  land 
Pr!Sarng  the  PeoPle.  desirable  early  to 
decide  what  estates  were  available  for  migration  and 
enlargement,  not  incompatible  with  cautious  re- 
S1rnLimrSlble  teU  *hat  holdings  would  be 
weiS  III  ^ ^ people  until  further  Experiments 
re  made,  families  could  not  now  be  selected  with- 

MdESt™!1#  rh.°‘h».  ‘I  P«™t„re S™ 

"™,tr  be  E'»?P  to  families  who  would  fall 
land  01'  "'ho  would  not  purchase  enough 

voWmgSsr^  2TS"4“-I,“ri”  r 

ine^staV31?!  d0Wn  auih?rity  would  find  onPpurchls- 
Estat™*0  (^loll^'?g?ll^or  ^e^^yonef°  21557,  ^ 21564^-^if 
anmunt  i J°— le/eS  S5£  tg  ' 
u“uc  holdings  provided  surrounding  land  had 

would  like  to  see  labour,  witness 


f"“’'  mrnmm  towards  Mkeation- 

s»Mx  “G0E- a 

them^o^^eide^'important^ss'uM^efMB  ^hey0*"0^^ 

“ a position  to  act  wisely  in  the^  nl®  -?  Were 
land  acquired  could  be  utilised 
mumty.  but  not  redistributed,  21550.  °f  COm' 
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Precautions  needed  against  undue  accumulation 
of  Holdings  by  the  more  Successful  Holders 

For  a period  Government  must  exercise  restrain! 
upon  transfer  of  land  ; later,  when  people’s  condition 
was  raised,  economic  law  should  be  allowed  T. 
operate,  21565.— For  a time  purchasers  should  J 
be  allowed  to  add  to  holdings  by  taking  from  othS 
until  economic  and  allotment  holders  knew  how  to 
protect  themselves  restrictions  should  be  made  to  ore 
vent  them  being  brought  up  by  shrewd  business  men' 
21566.— A number  of  people  unfit  to  succeed  must 
placed  on  holdings  healthy  condition  never  attained 
till  successful  could  buy  out  unsuccessful  but  at 
first  people  must  be  safe-guarded  by  being  under 
supervision  and  control,  21567.— In  any  experiment 
proportion  of  people  must  go  to  the  wall,  percentage 
would  decrease  as  business  advanced,  21568  21578-9 
—One  man  would  not  be  prohibited  from  buying 
another  s holding,  but  amalgamation  would  be  re 
“trusted  for  a while,  21569-70.— At  present  there  was 
no  restriction  so  long  as  purchaser  took  up  obligations 
to  Government,  21571.— In  case  where  holding  was 
created  by  State,  if  purchaser  could  not  discharge 
Ins  obligations  he  must  be  able  to  sell  his  interests 
to  someone  who  could,  State  could  for  a period  exer- 
CIS®.  discretion  as  to  who  that  someone  was,  21572-3 

hS"  I?  haV‘  P«rt  of  his 

noiaing,  21574. — In  case  of  money  borrowed  on 
“ft  ^ue*tl°?  of  sale  could  be  left  to  lender,  State 

would  have  first  security,  21575-21577._L.udet  would 

have  ordinary  remedy  at  law,  21576-7. 

Prospects  of  a Permanent  Settlement. 
Settlement  of  to-day  could  not  he  permanent,  hut 

JmSLy,  838?  ^ 

Discketiosaey  Powbes  toe  a Pothc  Aothoeity 

NEEDED  AT  PRESENT  STAGE. 

Conditions  in  lreiand  made  difficulties  of  dealing 
Il0ldlng,  Problem  worse  than  in  Great 
n main,  there  ought  therefore  to  be  a public 
authority  allowed  for  some  time  to  exercise  guardten- 
1 lP°v®rPe.asant  proprietary  to  prevent  its  becoming 
S™*  b®foJe  the  devised  redistribution  had  had 
time  to  be  tested,  21582.— Better  to  give  discretionary 

waTto^.  !han  Prescribe  ^ law  what 

was  to  be  done  at  tins  stage,  21583. 

State  of  Public  Opinion— Possibilities  of  Educai- 
ng  J.  ublic  Opinion  up  to  required  point. 

mmtbl£  °pilii0Jn  pessary  to  support  that  body 
result  of  “e?te(L  21584,-With  time  to  work  out 
e.xhaust?ve  inquiries  now  being  made,  a 
fnd  Philosophic  scheme  could  be  car- 
o^ni™  11LSpite  of  Present  differences' of 

ine  in’  K»TO°-m-1C  bought  in  the  country  was  grow- 
opfnion  waL  21585-9.-Existing  public 

ff“  ™3  not  support  such  a scheme,  but  in  a 
problems  had  WOldd>  Probably  be  very  different, 
and  th?Lbtd  neVer  before  been  so  much  discussed 

tolatfilT  aS  noT’-  21591. -Commission  ought 

believed  btfn  L *BSe  .TTng  on  Problem  what  they 
that  assnmnti  ^be  ideal  settlement,  to  start  with 
that  ,sound  could  not  be 

uTte  it tn  Public  opinion  was  not  educated 

2i coo  T(  , U^j  be  lamentable  and  retard  progress, 
with  TriLS?  Tv  to  be  distributed  in  accordance 
demoraliHir.fr  pabKc  ^Pinion,  there  would  be  a 
population  S T amongst  agricultural 

shown  i-n  ’u*  would  be  changed  when  it  was 

on  economic  V.T^llkel  manner  how  people  planted 
on  economic  holdings  were  going  to  prosper,  21593. 


Definition  of  Congestion  in  Scotland,  Terms 
Act  of  60  & 61  Victoria. 


oJTT  °l  60  & « Victoria,  Chapter  53,  was  the 
only  Act  under  which  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
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ot  Scotland  operated,  under  it  Board  had  power  to 
determine  which  were  congested  districts,  21598-9. — 
Section  10  of  the  Act  said,  “ The  expression  1 congested 
district’  means  aaxy  crofting  parish  or  crofting 
parishes  or  any  atrea  in  a crofting  parish  or  crofting 
parishes  defined  by  the  Commissioner’s  under  this  Act 
which  they  shall,  having  regard  to  the  population  and 
value  thereof,  determine  to  be  a congested  district,” 
21600. — A crofting  parish  was  defined  in  Crofters’ 
Holdings  Act  of  1886,  it  must  be  in  one  of  the  crofting 
counties,  namely  Argyll,  Inverness,  Ross,  Sutherland, 
Caithness,  Orkney,  or  Shetland,  and  must  have  been 
determined  by  the  Crofters’  Commission  under  the 
Act  of  1886  as  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  that  Act  as 
regards  their  definition  of  a crofting  parikh ; witness 
believed  only  'twelve  parishes  in  those  seven  counties 
were  not  crofting  parishes,  21601,  21605. — The  Crofters’ 
Commission  was  instituted  by  the  Ac*  of  1886,  and 
was  not  a special  commission,  it  was  still  in  existence,  it 
was  just  now  the  Land  Court  for  Scotland,  21603-4.  - 


Area,  Population,  etc.,  op  Scotch  Congested  Dis- 
tricts. 

Area  of  the  seven  counties  was  8,722,563  acres, 
population,  324,207,  the  crofting  population  could 
not  be  given  exactly,  the  Census  gave  224,186 
as  the  rural  population  of  the  seven  counties, 
21605-9,  21629. — Within  the  seven  counties  Congested 
Districts  Board  dealt  only  with  those  areas  especially 
declared  within  its  jurisdiction  which  areas  must  have 
been  ci-ofting  parishes  or  parts  of  crofting  parishes 
within  the  seiven  counties,  21610-6,  21622-3.— In 
Scotland  there  was  no  such  unit  as  an  electoral  divi- 
sion, the  parish  was  the  unlit  for  rating,  21617-8. — 
In  general  the  Scotch  divisions  were  the  county  and 
the  parish,  for  the  County  Council  purposes  the 
county  was  divided  into  districts,  some  counties  had  no 
districts,  21619-22. — The  Congested  Districts  Board 
was  not  a rating  authority,  21624.— The  seven 
counties  contained  163  parishes,  of  which  151  had 
been  declared  crofting  parishes  by  Crofters’  Commis- 
sion, 21626-7. — Sixty-three  of  these  151  parishes  or 
areas  within  them  had  been  declared  by  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  be  congested  Districts,  in  most 
cases  it  was  the  whole  parish  that  was  declared  con- 
gested ; the  congested  districts  comprised  3,885,794 
acres,  ovelr  which  Board  at  present  operated,  21629-33. 
— Population  of  congested  districts  was  about  135,000 
pea-sons,  or  29,833  families,  21634-6. 


AnVANTAGE  OF  ELASTICITY  OF  SCOTCH  DEFINITION  OF 
Congestion. 

The  Scotch  definition  of  a congested  district  had 
been  found  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  case,  it6  elasticity 
was  an  advantage  and  enabled  Board  to  pick  out  con- 
gested areas  however  small  and  even  when  scattered 
through  an  area  containing  large  holdings,  21637-9. 


Valuation  as  an  Element  in  Df.terminino  Conges- 
tion in  Scotland. 

In  determining  that  a district  was  congested  Board 
decided  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  industrial  re- 
sources of  the  locality  were  insufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  population,  and  that  the  valuation  (exclusive 
of  rental  obtained  from  shootings  and  holdings  rated 
at  £30  per  annum  and  exclusive  also  of  the  popula- 
tion of  these  holdings)  did  not  exceed  £1  per  head  of 
the  population,  21641. — By  the  Act  valuation  was  an 
element  in  determining  the  decision  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  in  Scotland  valuation  and  rental  were 
synonymous  terms,  21642-6,  21842-54.— County 

assessors  in  Scotland  annually  made  up  the  Valuation 
Roll  iin  which  were  entered  all  the  subjects  in  the 
parishes  and  counties  and  the  yearly  rental  of  those 
subjects,  the  total  of  entries  in  the  Valuation  for  the 
parish  made  up  the  valuation  of  the  parish,  the  total 
of  the  parishes  was  that-  of  the  county ; from  the 
valuation  of  the  parish  were  struck  off  sporting  rents, 
rents  of  largo  farms  and  all  subjects  lvnted  over  £30 
which  was  the  statutory  limit  of  a crofter,  and  the 
Board  in  determining  whether  the  parish  was  con- 
gested took  the  valuation  per  head  of  the  rest  of  the 
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parish,  21646-7. — At  a certain  time  of  year  the  county 
assessor  issued  to  every  landowner  a paper  to  fill  up 
accurately  under  a penalty  of  £50  for  any  error  in 
Valuation  Roll ; the  valuation,  with  certain  excep- 
tions, was  the  actual  rent  or  letting  value  of  whatever 
the  landowner  possessed  as  stated  in  the  paper,  21648- 
53,  21842-54. — As  circumstances  had  changed  a valua- 
tion. fixed  nearly  siix&y  years  ago  and  never  altered 
would  not  afford  reasonable  basis  for  Board’s  work, 
21654. 

Funds  of  the  Scottish  Board. 

Total  funds  for  the  Scottish  Board  under  their  Act 
were  £35,000  a year  of  which  £15,000  came  from  the 
Local  Taxation  Fund,  a Parliamentary  grant  at  dis- 
posal of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  annually 
available  for  improvement  of  congested  districts  under 
the  Agricultural  Rates,  etc.,  Act  of  1896,  the  remain- 
ing £20,000  were  annually  voted  by  Parliament  and 
might  be  reduced  by  the  House  of  Commons,  21656-65, 
21670,  21673. — The  sum  had  always  been.  £35,000  and 
no  grants  had  been  received,  Board  had  no  borrowing 
powers,  21666-9,  21672.— The  £20,000  was  an  ad- 
ministrative fund  administered  by  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  21671. — Total  receipts  of  Board 
from  1st  of  October  in  1897  to  31st  of  March  in  1906 
were  £342,972,  of  which  Board  spent,  including  ad- 
ministrative expenditure,  £323,000,  21674-9. — During 
the  currency  of  the  financial  year  1897-8,  the  Scottish 
Office  paid  Board  £15,000,  but  the  Treasury  did  not 
pay  the  £20,000  because  there  was  then  current  a 
vote  of  Parliament  called  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
grant;  Board  came  into  existence  in  the  middle  of  a 
financial  year  and  were  not  on  the  estimates  for  that 
year,  and  the  Treasury  could  not  pay  the  £20,000, 
21679-80. 


Expenditure  by  Scotch  Board  on  Salaries,  etc.,  of 
Staff. 

In  1905-6  salaries  for  Board’s  headquarters  staff, 
namely,  secretary,  four  clerks,  and  engineering  staff 
were  £1,028,  some  branches  of  the  office  were  shared 
with  other  departments,  Fishery  Board,  Scottish 
Office  and  Local  Government  Board  contributed  to- 
wards engineering,  21683. — Witness  had  at  firs*  £150 
salary,  now,  as  Secretary,  he  had  £250,  21685. — The 
Engineer  with  surveyor-  and  two  clerks  were  paid  from 
the  £1,028  but  for  local  supervision  of  works  they 
were  paid  from  the  works  for  ■which  the  grants  were 
made,  21686-7. — For  1906-7  expenditure  far  Board  and 
headquarters  staff  'in  salaries,  travelling  expenses, 
stationery,  postage  and  railways  was  only  £1,708, 
21688-90. — Board  had  four  temporary  clerics  who  were 
not  pensionable,  they  might  bo  retained  by  new  Land 
Commission  if  Board  we're  abolished,  two  of  them 
had  been  in  the  Civil  Service  as  boy  clerks,  21692- 
700. — In  Board’s  offices  salaries  were  lower  than  in 
other  Edinburgh  offices,  clerks  began  at  £60  a year, 
rising  to  £200,  clerks  in  second  division  of  General 
Civil  Service  began  at  £70  a yea'r,  21702-6. 


Scotch  Board’s  Power  of  Claiming  Assistance 
from  Officers  of  other  Departments. 

Under  the  Act  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  could 
direct  any  officers  in  any  Government  Department  in 
Scotland  to  discharge  in  relation  to  the  Commissioners 
such  duties  not  inconsistent  with  those  of  their  per- 
manent offices  as  he  thought  proper,  full  advantage 
had  been  taken  of  thi6  power,  and  the  Crofters’  Com- 
mission and  Fishery  and  other  Boards  had  rendered 
Congested  Difciricitb  Boaa-d  valuable  aid,  21707-10, 
21712-4. — Board's  work  had  not  been  hampered  by  in- 
sufficiency of  funds  or  staff  although  with  much  more 
money  much  more  could  be  done,  21715-6. 


Salaries  for  Inspectors  of  Land  Operations. 

Salaries  for  inspectors  of  land  operations,  etc. , were 
not  included  in  the  £1,028,  the  land  manager  nn  charge 
of  Kilmuir  Estate  in  Skye  and  other  land  schemes  of 
Board  had  a salary  of  £360  charged  under  land  mi- 
gration and  other  ‘ expenditure,  which  amounted  to 
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£18,000,  21717-24. — He  supervised,  if  desired,  all 
estate  operations  of  Board,  21725-6. — His  business  was 
chiefly  confined  to  land  operations,  on  Board’s  own 
estate  he  was  a land  agent,  but  was  always  avail- 
able for  advice,  and  attended  to  Board’s  migration 
operations,  21730-1.  21735-5. — The  engineer  looked  after 
adaptation  works,  buildings,  etc.,  in  connection  with 
land  purchase,  21730. 

Extent  and  Nature  of  Scotch  Board’s  Land 
Operations. 

Up  to  March  31st  of  1906  Board’s  purchases  of 
land  amounted  to  £113,646  10s.,  fdr  about  80,000 
acres,  comprising  the  four  estates  of  Syre  in  Suther- 
land, Barra,  Glendale,  and  Kilmuir,  21727-9.— 
Board’s  land  operations  were  of  two  classes,  one  the 
buying  and  selling  of  estates  by  Board  to  re-sell  as 
small  holdings,  the  other  co-operation  with  landlords 
which  had  rendered  it  possible  foil-  Board  to. relieve 
congestion  without  embarking  on  any  great  purchase 
scheme,  21736,  22074-7. 


Co-operation  with  Landlords. 

In  this  co-operation  landlords  provided  land  to  be 
divided  into  small  farms  or  crofts  for  which  the  land- 
lord would  receive  rent,  Board  making  a grant  for 
roads  or  fences  or  lending  crofters  money  to  build 
houses,  21736-42. 


Considerations  determining  Size  of  Farms. 

Size  of  these  farms  varied,  in  some  places  men  who 
were  fishermen  or  yachtsmen  merely  needed  a home 
the  size  of  farms  intended  to  support  the  farmers 
depended  on  quality  of  the  land,  there  was  no  stan- 
dard of  size,  21743-8.— In  the  Sutherland  Estate  the 
land  was  divided  with  the  object  of  making  holdings 
capable  of  supporting  their  occupiers,  in  other  cases 
local  requirements  had  to  be  suited,  21749  — The 
reclamation  scheine  of  the  late  Duke  of  Sutherland 
21756^7  Shln  WBS  not  successful>  it  was  very  costly, 


Local  Opposition  to  Migration  in  Scotland. 

Opposition  to  migration  in  Ireland  made  by  neonl* 
near  districts  to  which  migrants  were  transferred  had 
its  counterpart  in  Scotland,  but  it  had  not  been  mani 
fested  in  any  case  where  Board  had  actuallv  dhT 
tributed  land  to  migrants,  22041-8.— People  mieratS 
from  various  parts  of  Sutherland  had  been  plared  on 
land  where  there  was  no  one  to  object,  22042— Tt 
was  only  in  Strathnaver  district  that  they  had  'been 
brought  from  a distance,  22049.— On  Syre  Estate 
there  were  few  people  to  object,  they  did  not  do 
22050.— At  present  Board  were  conducting  nesotia’ 
tions  to  transfer  people  from  Erisky  to  South  Uist 
no  objections  had  been  made,  22051-2. 

Migratory  Labour  not  considered  an  Evil 

Migratory  labourers,  yachtsmen,  navvies  or  workers 
in  Glasgow  gas  works  were  found  in  congested  dis-' 

evil  22053  6°tland  “d  n0t  considered  a social 

Scotch  Board  had  no  Power  to  assist  Emigration. 

In  1906  there  had  been  a general  tendency  to  emi- 
grate  from  the  North  of  Scotland,  many  had  gone- 
from  the  islands,  22057-9.— Board  had  no  power  to 
assist  emigration  their  operations  being  confined  to 
Scotland,  applications  from  individuals  and  families 

22060  4S  Tll“migl'ate  had  !,een  received  by  Board, 
22060-4.— The  more  power  given  to  Board  to  exercise  ■ 
at  discretion  the  better,  22065,-The  general  idea  was 
that  Scotland  itself  m which  much  land  that  had 
been  turned  into  deer  forest  and  sheep  farms  was 
available  should  first  be  re-peopled  and  recourse  had 
to  emigration  only  as  a last  resource,  22067-9  22072-3 
paJtlcu.lar  cases  of  persons  who  wished  to- 
2,  laR  ^.lose  d.®Parture  would  relieve  local  ’ 
difficulties  Board  s assistance  might  be  given  with 

them2fv«e’  f2070-1-— Cottars  would  probably  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity,  22066.  a 


Sutherland  Estate  purchased  by  Board. 

^Sutherland  Estate  purchased  by  Board  was  a 

IS  Svirt<J‘in‘  SUed  Sj?e-  **‘“'1  “offers  had 
■ the,S“a*  evictions  of  the  thirties 

£ooPo  fS 

vS’S’.f  “nSS“dot“,d  ^.‘sTag 
tit,  Wt"  tl,‘g“S  ‘“had 

many  sheep  and  catt]e  21768  72*  wA*8.1"4 
individual!,,  a p„“„-,  th.  l^r  a1  m,Sr“‘  held 
private  grazing  rim  and  also  f t"4  “ or 

pasture  for  live  stock  which  ’was6  °f  th“  8“*t 

club  stock,  21773  7 t>k1  wm  , was  managed  as  a 

lands  were  a good  cla^  217®°  &fd  °» 
think  there  had  been  any  sScS3;rWl*''°8“  414  not 
«I  land  since  Board  beSL  CTf.  chS”gr  m valuation 

migl“  *>»  *££&£•  onXfS; 

MMicnmra  ost  Aonott  or  Scotch  Boaeds. 

Part  of  Scotland  but  U 1 ! E,ettled  on  land  fn 
ants8rS  D.istricts  Board*  clxotloth^^  outside 

ants  resident  on  it  at  time  ? ,lelP  small  ten- 

tion  hampered  Board,  21796-9.  purcllase>  th;s  limita- 


°°TkosTo^L0,-5“  m.  C°™™<  ™ See mum. 

IVlOST  OF  THE  BOARD  S MIGRANTS  COTTARS. 
„£*  gj?'  Board's  migrants  had  been  cotton. 
21803  thS  ”*>»  of  congestion, 

Soft'hS1ZrThe,;IO'fcf  w“  tho  tenant  of  thi 
bj  a S.r^fl^k,d  a second  house  inhabited. 

Sil^HStt“are  li°3ftl>t’S  S'"8'  as  thfcmffi 

Ik?  jSS,  oro*tK\««  arrangement  was  thi 
e as  wie  Irish  sub-division,  but  in  Scotland 

— BoaiCdtlnSremoW-tl1  th6  landlord’s  consent,  21810-2. 
theTndlordr  W B 2?ttar  made  agreement  with- 
in „;naij  0ld  “at  cottar  should  not  be  renlared 

21805-9  — Unde/the^^ft611^  ct8  to  remove  cottars! 
it  was  a nenal  Iwr?1**".  foldings  Acts  of  1886 
should  hoP®  snb  diri,?l  tl19  *Tm'6  *h,t  tlle“ 
previous  to  1 ” ,JiS1®n’  men  who  were  cottars- 

?n?«f“therS  th°e  ,**  5?  “»'PS”5*tion  f«  *- 

a »ttar  and  1 la“dl“'d  ™ at  liberty  to  remove 
sisted  on  wb-tfvSj®^?^  the 1 ?*» 

said  to  hp  aooiwet  ai’  ^Aolo-5. — Public  opinion  was 
dividuals  who  had  J^16  crea|l‘®  of  cottars,  but  in- 
disregard public  oniniLP1+iT1<ie  Aor  theiv  sons  would 
fin,dgchielfj “to  question  was  coo- 

21817-8.— There  as  a veiY  serious  one, 

to  replace  a m ; o-m  onfy  /one  case  of  an  attempt 

this  case  the  larirlWl  Cot.tar  anotIler  man  and  in 
-In  general  ]S  /Vlcted  the,  new  cottar,  21822-9. 
their  agreements  aP.Peared  to  have  adhered  to- 

21829,-BoaS  were  Sni,?g  ab°lltion  of  cott*™’ 

but  hampered  bv  lae?f  * fUflngjmi|1'atlon  °Peratl°ns, 
sion  of  faW  .I  f1?  fands.  21830-l.-Sub-divi- 
had  been  very  bJSbs8?^^8  aS  Sir  Arthnr  <*>* 

Purchase  at  a Standstill  pending  Legislation. 

another^on^as  faf iff.189  by  the  Board  introduced 
was  ripe  for  it  at  Public  opinion  in  Scotland 

standstill  because  a Present  such  purchase  was  at  a 

fn^ncodfei"  ST*  * ~ *»  b° 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  IV. 


209 


MACGREGOR,  Mr.  ».  R.— continued. 

Operations  at  Kilmuik. 

The  success  of  operations  at  Kilmuir  could  not  yet 
U*  determined,  the  valuation  of  holdings  there  had 
rnlv  just  been  settled  by  Crofters’  Commission,  wit- 
T».ss  did  not  agree  with  the  complaint  that  the  high 
mice  made  it  impossible  to  re-dispose  of  broken  up 
farms  at  reasonable  price,  the  existing  tenants  at 
Kilmuir  applied  to  Crofters’  Commission  to  have 
flipir  land  re-valued  and  Board  were  waiting  till  this 
was  done  to  distribute  farms,  21835-40,  21843-4. 

Valuation'  and  Fair  Rests. 

Crofters’  Commission  was  the  Land  Court  of  Scot- 
land which  fixed  fair  rents  for  these  holdings,  the 
rents  so  fixed  were  not  subject  to  revision  for  seven 
years  and  might  stand  longer  if  the  Commission  did 
S alter  theft,  21841-2,  21846.— The  rent  once  Ssed 
became  the  Poor  Law  valuation  for  seven  yeare, 
21845.— -The  valuation  on  revision  could  be  fixed  lor 
crofters  only  on  a fair  rent,  not  on  the  letting  value, 
as  crofters  had  fixity  of  tenure  so  long  as  they  re- 
mained on  their  crofts  and  fulfilled  their  obligations, 
21847-50,  21852.— In  the  case  of  any  other  tenant  or 
owner  of  property  the  valuation  was  the  letting  value, 

21851 There  were  exceptions,  a farm  let  on  long 

lease  might  vary  in  value,  but  during  the  currency  of 
the  lease  the  rent  named  in  it  was  the  valuation, 
21853. 
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fees  were  required  for  apprenticeship,  except  in  one 
trade,  where  a couple  of  pounds  was  needed  for  whiat 
was  called  the  footing,  21887-90.— Board  rented  -a 
house  in  Aberdeen  for  a home  to  train  domestic 
servants,  twelve  girls  were  received,  all  expenses 
being  borne  by  Board,  ‘the  total  expense,  including 
furnishing  for  twenty  months,  was  £943,  21891-4. — 
No  difficulty  was  found  in  getting  boys,  but  young 
women  were  less  ready  t-o  go  out,  21895-6. — Carls 
could  not  get  good  situations  tiU  they  were  at  least 
sixteen  years  old,  and  by  then  most  had  obtained 
some  occupation  locally,  such  as  fishing,  21897. — Board 
had  no  power  to  give  in  congested  districts  such  in- 
struction as  that  .at  the  Aberdeen  home ; a Bill  to 
give  them  that  power  was  vehemently  opposed  in 
Parliament,  21898-900.— Homo  industries  might  be 
taught,  but  not  cooking,  21901-2.— 1 The  prohibition 
was  on  the  grounds  that  this  instruction  was  part  of 
local  education  curriculum  throughout  Scotland ; the 
educational  authorities  would  give  grants  for  tech- 
nical instruction,  but  the  congested  districts  could 
not  provide  the  funds  >and  equipment  necessary  to 
earn  the  grants,  21903-11. — An  attempt  to  train  lads 
for  seamanship  hy  arrangement  with  Liscard  .train- 
ing Institution  near  Liverpool  had-  failed  for  lack  of 
applicants  for  training,  21912-7. — -Lads  were  to  be 
between  ages  of  14*  and  17,  15  to  17  was  the  age  for 
sending  them  (to  shipbuilding  yards;  the  difficulty 
was  not  the  age  for  applicants  nor  the  fact  that  Lis- 
card Institution  was  not  in  Scotland,  21918-21. 


Operation's  in  Scotland  op  the  English  Board  op 
Agriculture. 

Congested  Districts  Board  was  the  only  public  body 
that  superintended  agriculture  in  Scotland,  21855.— 
But  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  England  operated 
in  Scotland  as  well,  21856-7,  21865-6— They  sent 
down  inspectors  to  investigate  such  matters  as  ill- 
nesses of  sheep  and  issued  various  orders  in  execution 
of  which  they  expected  assistance  from  Congested 
Districts  Board,  but  they  did  nothing  for  individuals, 
21858-61. 


Legislation  proposep  in  1906  and  1907. 

By  the  Bill  now  before  Parliament  the  powers  of 
Congested  Districts  Act  and  Crofters’  Holdings  Acts 
were  to  be  transferred  to  the  new  Land  Commission, 
by  the  Bill  of  last  year  power  was  to  be  given  to 
Secretary  of  Scotland  to  create  two  additional  Com- 
missioners to  form  a Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scot- 
land, 21862-4. — The  Bill  did  not  pass  last  year,  21867. 
— Farmers  in  Scotland  generally  would  prefer  the 
retention  by  the  English  Agricultural  Board  of  juris- 
diction in  Scotland,  21868. 


Improvement  in  Stock  by  Provision  op  Sires. 

Crofters  were  generally  pastoral  farmers  and  Board 
helped  in  improvement  of  stock  by  provision  of  sires, 
which  were  let  out  through  a local  statutory  com- 
mittee called  the  Grazing  Committee,  21855,  21859-60, 
21878-81. — Congested  Districts  Board  did  not  continue 
the  provision  of  sires  for  a long  time  in  one  district, 
the  object  being  to  place  the  district  in  a position 
to  carry  on  the  improvement  itself,  21872-7. — If 
Board  were  abolished  the  Land  Commission  would 
carry  on  provision  of  sires,  21869-71. 


Development  of  Fisheries,  Work  op  Scotch 
Board,  &c. 

Congested  Districts  Board  of  Scotland  did  not  pro 
vide  fishermen  with  boats,  .as  was  done  in  Ireland  ; 
in  Scotland  the  power  to  make  loans  -to  fishermen 
belonged  to  Fishery  Board,  which  worked  in  harmony 
with  ^Congested  Ddsitriote  Hoard,  219224. — Fishery 
Board  was  for  ail  Scotland,  the  chairman  was  an  ex 
officic  member  of  Congest  eel  Districts  Board,  21925.— 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  spent  about  £8,000  in 
fisheries,  including  grants  for  piers,  fishing  village  at 
Battery  Park,  near  Stornoway,  motor  transport  and 
steamers,  21926. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  only 
given  one  loan  for  development  of  fisheries  during 
nine  years ; .the  fisheries  even  in  congested  districts 
were  on  a commercial  basis,  and  did  not  need  Board, 
21929-31.— The  Committee  presided  over  by  Lord 
Mansfield  having  expressed  the  view  that  a ready 
means  of  access  to  markets  from  certain  districts  on 
the  North  coast  of  Scotland  would  be  of  benefit  to 
fishermen,  Board  in  1906  arranged  for  four  motor 
routes  dn  County  of  (Sutherland ; this  was  with, 
special  reference  to  lobster  fishing,  but  not  confined  to 
it ; no  advantage  was  apparent  from  this  scheme 
21935-8.— In  the  idea  that  a motor  engine  fitted  in 
existing  fishing  boats  would  be  useful  to  enable  them, 
to  get  to  and  from  fishing  grounds  in  calms,  Board 
provided  funds  for  an  experiment  in  a boat  called 
the  Pioneer ; the  success  had  been  less  than  was  ex- 
pected, .as  men  wished  to  fish  from  steam  boats,  not 
from  old  boats  with  auxiliary  power,  2193942. — An 
increasing  number  of  the  Celtic  population  of  Scot- 
land were  embarking  in  fishing  ; they  carried  on  .an 
immense  fishing  off  the  West  of  Scotland,  beginning 
early  in  May  in  Castle  Bay  in  Barra,  22078. — Boats 
from  the  islands  were  engaged  in  this  fishing  .as  well 
as  boats  from  East  of  Scotland,  22079.— The  opera- 
tion of  fishing  had  developed  naturally  among  the 
population  of  West  Scotland,  who  seemed  as  capable 
of  carrying  it  on  as  other  people,  22080-1. 


Work  of  Scotch  Board  in  apprenticing  Boys  and 
training  Girls  for  Domestic  Service. 

Congested  Districts  Board  considered  their  powers 
permitted  them  to  apprentice  boys  from  congested 
areas,  and  train  young  women  for  domestic  service; 
the  Auditor-General  had  reported  to  Public  Accounts 
Committee  that  this  apprenticing  and  training  were 
a straining  of  Board’s  powers,  but  as  the  Committee 
said  nothing  Board  continued  the  work,  21882-6.— 
Board  found  lads  situations  as  apprentices  in  big 
shipbuilding  yards,  and  supplemented  their  wages 
to  enable  them  to  pay  their  board  and  lodging,  no 


Loans  for  Establishment  of  Fishermen’s  Holdings, 
Building  of  Fishing  Viliage,  etc. 

Board  having  power  under  the  Act  to  establish 
fisdiermen’s  holdings  agreed  to  lend  fishermen  sums 
not  exceeding  £120  each  to  build  houses  on  a piece 
of  ground  near  Stornoway,  each  house  to  have  a 
quarter-acre  plot,  21943-5.— The  rents  charged  were 
ground-rents  called  feus,  the  tenure  was  perpetual, 
21946-7. — The  houses  were  built  on  a general  plan 
and  were  eventually  erected  by  contract  at  a cost  of 
£108  to  £114  per  cottage,  each  cottage  contained  four 
rooms,  21948-50. — The  men  could  not  have  built 
more  cheaply  even  had  they  utilised  their  own  labour, 
2 d 
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and  in  the  latter  case  the  demand  on  the  local  car- 
penter, etc.,  would  have  been  great;  when  the  £120 
was  fiirst  ofiered  only  one  man  accepted  it,  21951-4. — 
The  fishermen  were  dealing  not  with  the  Board  but 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  who  was  willing  to 
give  feus  if  the  Board  were  willing  to  do  certain 
things,  as  the  offer  was  not  welcomed  by  fishermen  it 
was  dropped  for  some  years,  21955-7.— The  local 
people  afterwards  asked  for  renewal  of  the  offer-  which 
was  granted,  and  houses  built,  21958.— Board  even- 
tually built  the  houses  themselves  instead  of  lending 
money  because  they  thought  they  could  bulild  better 
and  cheaper  than  the  men,  not  because  it  was  feared 
the  men  would  not  build  ait  all,  21959-63.— Witness 
would  advise  allowing  men  to  build  their  own  houses 
as  otherwise  they  would  complain  of  details,  21964-9. 
—On  estates  pm-chased  by  Board  men  erected  their 
own  house  with  money  lent  by  Board,  21970.— The 
men.  at  Stornoway  Village  had  been  cottars,  sons  of 
crofters,  and  natives  of  Lewis  ; Lewis  men  were  good 
fishermen,  21971.— Those  established  in  this 

village  might  otherwise  have  emigrated,  there  was 
^0  7emiU'ation  from  Lewis  to  Canada  in  3906, 
21972-3.— The  village  being  near  Stornoway  Harbour 
was  more  convenient  for  filling  than  the  men’s  for- 
mer homes,  which  in  some  cases  were  miles  away; 
men  living  at  a distance  could  oidy  have  small  boats 
which  could  be  hauled  up  on  the  beach,  while  those 
aving  near  could  have  larger  boats,  21974-9.— ‘Board 
desired  that  man  m this  village  should  be  hands  on, 
or,  pKr\c?wne1^  of’  lar£e  boats  as  possible,  object  in 
establishing  the  village  was  to  place  the  men  near 
a good  harbour,  21980-1. — Only  a quairter-acre  plot  was 
tf!* ■JamJ  “ he  „waB  be  a fisherman,  not 
divide  his  turns  between  fishing  and  farming,  21982  — 

21983  4VaSTl^rerd  ® °nl7  ef?erimei,t  of  *b®  kind, 
219W-4.— There  were  twenty-nine  families  in  the 
vaiiage,  21986.— Minimum  feu  duty  or  ground  rent 
to  a proprietor  was  £4  an  acre,  or  about  £1  fdi-  each 

Ford  ^ ^?p0nsibls  'be  laud- 

loid,  21987-91 ..—Board  lent  crofters  money  for  houses 
,^Siu«  ™vl.lcedSout  af about 

SS&3?  ttSTsm*!* 

21^22000  of  S™A, 


MacGREGOR,  Mr.  R.  R. — continued. 

tat  Board  could  net  effect  mentions  at  pres,., 
legislation  was  pending,  22003-7.  resent,  as 

Tenancy  preferred  to  purchase  by  Ceoitees 

Crofters  preferred  remaining  tenants  rf-o 
mg  their  holdings,  partly  on  raonnt  of  tLSS,' 
grazing  rights,  22*8-10.  Board  to  mata  pS”  ” 
“ore  attractive  tried-  to  obtain  from  SaX^S* 
extension  to  Scotland  of  the  system  of  rSn,?! 
prevailing  ill  Ireland,  tat  this  vis  refnsta, 

Powers  or  Scotch  Boari  in  regard  T0  c 
non  or  Pf»sa,  Roads,  &o. 

j^rine  works  constructed  before  and  after 
of  Works  Act  in  1881  were  of  little  nse.maS  Sf 
become  ruinous,  .and  were  a danger,  22014-5  — 
could  'assist  in  construction  of  piers,  roads,  etc  onL 
J?  way  of  -?”“**  to  stata‘ory  bodies  4l« 
than ; grants  were  nsnaBy  78  per  cent.  Jf  theM 
and  m case  of  a pier,  were  made  on  condition  ft! 
pier  was  elected  and  well  kept  np,  22016-9.— Grants 
were  given  where  only  lack  of  funds  preverted 
SHM**®  rwf1.  Constructing  the  weft  themselvel, 

n &'lmcil  had  to  be  satisfied  S- 

gardmg  schemes  for  works,  22020. 


Wwann  are  Seaward  Comaim.  or  Parzsh 
OOtJNCILS. 

p/ndS  SStLSS^SSSSL'TS^i 

with 

Dislike  to  Migbation  tsr  Lewis. 

there  was  at  that  time  t W?cv£°  but  .as 

thing  was  done  ; tL‘S  atferS  SSSi£ 


Imerovbmert  in  cohmtioh  or  People  sdjcb  Estab. 
lishmert  or  Scotch  Eoap.o. 

Witness  had  never  been  able  to  enthartibate  » case 
of  fishermen  or  crofters  getting  into  the  hnnvio 
money-lenders,  22021-4. ^shm™  £5 
earned  a good  deal  of  money,  but  occasionally 
keepem  were  pud  in  kind,  22025-7. -Great  impiovi 
ment  ill  condition  of  the  people  had  taken  place  since 
the  operations  of  Crofters’  Act  and  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  tagan  in  Scotland ; this  w«J  specially 
the  case  ,n  Skye,  22027-30.-,Witness  knew  of  „ 
case  m Skye  where  cattle  inhabited  the  same  room 

SoS  hfS,p!e’  ,S1£Sr-¥*,V  !>»»«*  in  Skye  cm" 

fc  *'  -too ; Board  would  not  lend  more 

tadt  p;  .,?  P *“5^'ll,  cWtl1  Uist  v”*1  honseswere 
the  “'"i«n£30’  “d  “«  providing 

tioni  !«U  ZS3  “ 220*-5,.-Honsing  condi- 

BaTO.  tt'c.^CT  m“°'1  Impl'>™“'”‘  ™ Son*  Gist, 

Corgestior  ir  Lewis— Qdestior  of  Receet  Path, 

th«'S„M,,h?l-,>-I,plac*  where  .there  was  less  land 
— wtle  "”0”«  tl*e  population,  22059. 
on™  bXfta  n?  3“  ,e<;ent  raid  was  a very  vexed 
? , ."}e . Board  were  settling  people  on  four 

for^mijK1  *•  "S'  h,°P?i  wonW  » efficient  remedy 
ior  congestion  m South  Uist,  22040.  J 

Docnmeafs  put  blJ  Ur  „ „ u„cgr^ 

Pagein  1 

-4  -Stahm  enf  of  tj,c  8a laries  of  Sfaff  of 
f™gm6  7Dl*tr>cts  Board  for  Sc°nand 

*r»  m «•  Z 
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Emigration  e.  Migration — Cost  of  Migration. 

Emigration  included  in  Act  of  1891  establishing 
Congested  Districts  Board  in  order  that  Board  might 
not  be  hampered  in  carrying  out  any  policy  found 
to  be  desirable  ; natural  feeling  in  Ireland  against 
emigration,  but  it  might  turn  out  to  be  best  way 
of  dealing  with  part  of  population,.  22083. — Witness 
had  in  mind  recent  assisted  emigration  to  Canada 
and  the  States,  22084. — Difficulty  in  connection  with 
migration  was  cost ; very  little  hope  of  settling 
families  in  new  farms  at  capital  expenditure  of 
less  than  £500  per  family,  which  seemed  prohibitive, 
22083. — Witness  had  looked  back  to  statements  in 
House  of  Commons  at  time  when  he  was  in 
charge  of  Land  Purchase  Board,  22090. — Satis- 
factory results  from  smaller  expenditure  on  Ffrench 
Estate  partly  due  to  use  of  British  credit.  22122-3. — 
Tenant  going  on  to  land  bought  from  someone  else 
must  be  paying  down  his  part  of  the  cost,  22147. — 
Witness  opposed  to  migration  merely  on  account  of 
cost,  22142-5. 

Elasticity  in  Act  of  1891. 

Elasticity  desired  in  framing  Act  not  merely  on 
account  of  want  of  experience,  but  because  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  to  be  machinery  for  giving 
paternal  assistance  to  congested  districts  too  poor  to 
help  themselves,  and  therefore  needed  freedom  from 
limitations  which  were  quite  proper  to  action  of  a 
Government  Department,  22085. — Witness  had  seen 
no  reason  to  change  that  view,  but  his  official  connec- 
tion with  Ireland  was  severed  almost  immediately 
after  creation  of  Board,  and  he  had  not  been  able  to 
follow  development  as  closely  as  he  would  desire, 
22086-8. 


dealing  with  smaller  area  than  electoral  division,  and 
in  dealing  with  poor  area  outside  scheduled  districts 
question  ; witness  feared  that  if  * Act  had  been  made 
very  wide,  Board  would  have  been  overwhelmed  with 
applications,  and  its  utility  seriously  impaired  by 
administrative  difficulties,  22102. — Witness  not  pre- 
pared to  suggest  any  alteration  of  definition,  22140-1. 
Benevolent  despot  could  doubtless  make  a better  ar- 
rangement of  district,  but  if  the  Board  had  power  of 
defining  its  own  area  it  would  spend  most  of  its  time 
arranging  areas,  22161,  22170. — Clause  originally  put 
in  giving  Lord  Lieutenant  power  for  a year  to  in- 
clude or  exclude  any  electoral  division  he 
thought  should  be  dealt  with;  clause-  had  to 
do  with  census,  22162-3. — Witness  had  no  ob- 
jection in  principle  to  extending  that  iE  it  was 
practicable ; when  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
done  its  work  in  any  area,  that  area  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  sphere  of  its  operations,  22163-6,  22200. — 
No  delimitation  fitted  to  last  for  ever  without  modi- 
fication question  whether  it-  was  worth  while  to  bring 
in  legislation  with  the  desired  elasticity  was  a ques- 
tion for  file  Irish  Administration.  22200-1 — Case  of 
poor  areas  where  valuation  was  sent,  up  by  presence 
of  a demesne ; such  areas  had  advantage  of  probable- 
market  for  labour,  and  lessened  weight  of  local  taxa- 
tion, 22168-9. — Objections  to  temporarily  scheduling 
such  .areas  were  that  increase,  in  area  of  Board’s 
jurisdiction  necessitated  increase  in  its  funds,  and 
that  it  would  be  open  to  every  district  that  was,  or 
considered  itself  to  be,  poor  to  claim  the  eleemosynary 
assistance  of  tile  Board,  22171. — Witness  thought  poor 
districts  in  the  W'est  should  be  grouped  together,  and 
one  special  authority  constituted  to  help  them  ; said 
authoritv  to  have  general  control  of  all  such  districts. 
22103-5. ' 


Definition  or  Congestion  under  Act  of  1891. 

Definition  of  Congested  Districts  under  Act  of 
1891,  (a)  poverty  extending  over  such  an  area  as  to 
make  district  in  which  it  existed  quite  incapable  of 
helping  itself ; (b)  congested  area  of  considerable  sur- 
face in  proportion  to  valuation,  22091. — Two  condi- 
tions required  ; valuation  divided  by  population  giving 
something  less  than  30s.  per  head  ; twenty  per  cent, 
of  population  of  county  should  live  in  such  electoral 
division,  22099. — Conditions  sufficient  on  the  whole 
for  rough  grouping  of  bulk  of  cases  where  distress 
existed  in  bad  years  ; individual  poverty  not  what  the 
Board  had  to  deal  with,  22100. — Intention  of  Govern- 
ment was  that  migration  and  emigration  should  be 
aided  bv  Congested  Districts  Board,  only  from  con- 
gested districts  as  defined,  22107-9. — Limit  of  conges- 
tion was  electoral  division  based  on  valuation,  22093. 
— Tt  showed  roughly,  where  employment  was  to  be  had 
from  the  laud,  22095-6. — Object  was  to  get  a practical 
definition  to  meet  a public  difficulty,  22096-7.— Wit- 
ness thought  the  definition  justifiable,  22129. 


Guarantee  Fund. 

Reasons  necessitating  policy  in  1891 ; House  of 
Commons  had  to  be  satisfied  that  no  burden  would 
it  thrown  on  British  taxpayer  in  consequence  of 
default ; elaborate  system  of  guarantee  funds  devised  ; 
danger  of  system  that  it  might  threaten  vital  inte- 
rests  of  localities  in  regard  to  education,  etc.,  spe- 
cially great  in  connection  with  congested  district ; all 
guarantee  funds  were  county  guarantee  funds  ; danger 
of  funds  being  come  on  in  case  of  county  containing 
large  congested  area  met  by  special  provision  turning 
all  congested  districts  in  those  counties  into  a special 
county  for  purposes  of  the  Act,  and  making  contingent 
guarantee  fund,  the  fund  belonging  to  Congested 
Districts  Board.  22091-2.— Witness  himself  never  an- 
22091  2^  "'mdd  be  a serious  matter. 


Revision  of  Definition  of  Congestion  not 
Desirable. 

ohfeli8i?nnf  d,‘finAtion  of  ingested  districts  with 
object  of  allowing  Board  a good  deal  of  latitude  in 


Land  Purchase  always  intended  to  be  Part  or 
Board’s  Functions. 

Migration  taking  form  of  buying  land  from  land- 
owners, improving  estates  and  selling  holdings  to 
occupiers  or  migrants  who  had  relinquished  original 
holdings  for  benefit  of  congested  districts  they  were 
leaving  was  an  integral  part  of  original  plan,  22111, 
22189,  22191,  22227. — And  was  engaged  in  with  wit- 
ness’s knowledge,  and  full  concurrence,  22112. — Neces- 
sity of  acquiring  estates  early  recognised,  22113-4. — 
Witness  believed  question  of  enlargement  of  holdings 
and  migration  had  been  treated  as  part  of  question  of 
purchase,  improvement,  and  re-sale  from  the  start, 
22115. — Inability  of  Board  to  hold  land  was  a dis- 
covery of  the  lawyers;  possibility  never  occurred  to 
witness  in  framing  Act;  he  was  much  annoyed  at 
view  taken  by  law  officers,  22214-6. 


Board’s  Resources. 

Board's  resources  small  at,  first,  but  witness  thought 
they  had  power  to  capitalise  income  for  certain  pur- 
pose, 22218. — Resources  were  increased  when  Board 
was  found  to  carry  out  what  witness  had  expected  of 
it,  22219-20. — It  was  not  provided  in  Act  that  Board 
should  begin  to  purchase  early,  but  witness  wished 
it-  to  supply  necessary  pai’t  of  guarantee  fund,  22221. 
— Power  for  Board  to  come  to  assistance  of  purchase 
operations  of  Land  Commission  was  given  by  original 
Act,  and  indicated  general  policy  on  which  Act  was 
founded;  power  afterwards  extended  and  made  more 
workable,  22222. — Resources  at  first,  capital  sum  of 
£1,500,000,  22225-6. — Witness  would  like  Board  to  be 
adequately  equipped  with  funds  to  perform  work 
thrown  on  it  ; undoubtedly  purchase  and  settlement  of 
estates  was  one  of  its  most-  important  functions,  and 
was  always  understood  to  be  so,  22227. — Amalgama- 
tion of  holdings  a main  object  in  starting  Board ; 
cheaper  to  increase  holding  than  to  make  a new  one  ; 
always  contemplated  that  Board  should  bear  loss 
entailed  by  destruction  of  residential  value,  22112, 
22224. — Loss  might  be  borne  out  of  income,  22225. — 
Uncontroversial  Bills  brought  in  in  1892  and  1894  to 
facilitate  work  of  Board,  22125-7. — Amount  of  funds 
required  could  not  be  wholly  foreseen  at  start,  22128. 
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BALFOUR,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J. — continued. 


Paternal  Administration  Should  be  Continued  in 
Congested  Districts,  but  not  Extended  to  Rest 
oe  Ireland. 

. Continuance  of  some  paternal  administration  such 
as  Congested  Districts  Board  could  give  very  desirable 
for  congested  districts ; witness  would  view  with  mis- 
giving any  policy  placing  all  Ireland  under  a paternal 
administration  with  regard  to  agriculture  and  in- 
dustries, and  therefore  considered  that  caution  was 
needed  in  substituting  Agricultural  Department  for 
Board,  a Government  Department  for  the  very  special 
machinery  devised  under  Act  of  1891  for  a very  special 
and  difficult  case,  22132-4,  22158,  22172.— Witness 
would  be  sorry  to  see  principle  of  paternal  assistance 
carried  further  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  22179. 
— These  were  general  observations  perhaps  requiring 
to  be  qualified  in  practice,  22158. 


Board  a Better  Authority  to  Deal  with  Conges- 
tion than  Estates  Commissioners. 

No  question  of  two  authorities  while  witness  was 
Chief  Secretary ; Department  of  Agriculture  not 
constituted,  22106. — In  regard  to  alternative  policies, 
whether  it-  was  better  to  continue  Board  as  benevolent 
institution,  acting  as  a benevolent  landlord  might,  or 
to  transfer  its  work  in  acquisition  of  land  and  re-sale 
to  tenants  to  Estates  Commissioners,  who  could  pro- 
ceed much  faster ; witness  was  of  opinion  that  ex- 
peditious machinery  was  better  than  slow  machinery, 
but  that  existence  of  Congested  Districts  Board  was 
no  bar  to  rapid  operations;  it  was  the  Treasury 
refusal  to  supply  funds  that  interfered  with  action 
of  the  Board,  22149. — He  was  not  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  relations  of  the  two  Departments  to 
make  his  opinion  worth  having,  22154.— If  they  over- 
lapped that  was  an  evil,  22155-8. 


Light  Railways  and  the  Development  of  the 
Fishing  Industry. 

Light  railways  part  of  general  scheme  for  ameliora- 
ting condition  of  the  West ; want  of  transport  a very 
°us„oTlli  rendering  fish  industry  almost  impractic- 
able, 22135.— Construction  of  harbours  or  shelters 
tor  fishermen  in  connection  with  light  railways  an 
-essential  part  of  witness’s  scheme  for  developing 
fisheries;  but  directly  public  funds  were  availabll 
custodians  needed  protection  against  pressure  sure  to 
' hidl  lh0“gl,t  th's'  “”ld 


Constitution  of  Board. 

of-tiie  .Boa^'  Presence  of  local  repre- 
^ ‘“““if?*  character  of 

iioard , they  would  have  what  they  called  a dutv  to 
their  constituents,  that  duty  being  to  see  that  thev 
be* strf ^ Shfre  +1  Bird’s  income,  and  would  always 

trenfmJnf8  ^°.r , the . kl"d  of  arithmetical  equality  5 

tieatment  which  witness  regarded  as  absolutelv  in 

Such  addition  of  members  as 
would  give  Board  really  minute  local  knowledge  of 

country,  22132  22177  rr„  • ' }s  01 . any  other 

Scotland,  ‘ of* ¥ 3 

were  contrasted  witlf  official  member!  lane 

TS, and  outer 

members,  a limit  of  +„  leSaici  to  ordinary 
thing  as  introducing  fie™‘ U l2210  3*  rf"1 

difference  to  dSjl  i 'Te  1*>  » 

2 


change  in  constitution  had  been  brought  to  witness’s 
notice,  22184.— No  objection  to  allowing  Board  to  deal 
with  large  sums,  22186.— Parliament  would  not  obiect 
provided  the  congested  districts  area  was  greatly  ex- 
tended, 22185. — Magnitude  of  operations  made  little 
difference ; it  was  a matter  of  experiment,  22188. 

Development  of  Industries. 

Land  the  main  source  of  employment  in  Ireland 
22094,  22191.— Witness  hoped  that  something  might 
be  dorte  for  relief  of  congestion  by  development 6 of 
industries ; fishing  industry  more  valuable  than  what 
were  called  cottage  industries  ; very  difficult  to  start 
ordinary  manufactures  or  industries  in  West  of  Ire- 
land without  enormous  subsidies  or  protection  during 
infant  stages,  22193-5. — Board  called  into  existence 
to  help  the  very  poor,  22197.— Far  better  that  a man 
should  have  his  holding  unencumbered  with  deht 
22198.  ’ 


BALFOUR,  Rt.  Hon.  GERALD. 

Position  oe  Chairman  of  CoNGESTEn  Districts 
Board. 


Practice  of  Congested  Districts  Board  was  to  choose 
Chief  Secretary  as  Chairman  ; that  had  been  done  in 
witness’s  case,  22228. — Legal  position  co-equal  with 
other  members  of  Board,  22229.— Chief  Secretary  not 
responsible  for  Congested  Districts  Board,  except  so 
far  as  he  had  supported  his  action,  22230. 

Request  of  Board  for  Compulsory  Powers  to 
Purchase  Land. 


resolution  passed  by  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
effect  that  they  could  not  give  due  effect  to  that  part 
of  their  work  connected  with  migration,  enlarging 
small  holdings,  unless  they  had  more  funds  and  com- 
pulsory powers  of  acquiring  lands  at  their  just  value, 
22232.— Witness  had  not  assented  to  that  resolution ; 
he  thought  there  was  strong  case  for  more  funds  but 
not  for  compulsory  powers ; Board  at  that  time  had 
very  little  experience  in  purchase  and  re-settlement  of 
estates ; at  actual  date  they  had  only  purchased 
F french  Estate,  and  the  real  difficulty  was  want  of 
money,  22231.— Witness’s  opinion  was  that  Board 
desired  to  acquire  land  at  cheap  rate,  below  market 
value ; if  they  offered  more  generous  terms  they  could 
get  as  much  land  as  they  could  deal  with,  22232, 
22254. — Price  asked  by  landlords  too  high,  and  Board 
wished  to  get  land  too  cheap,  22255.— Gap  could 
usually  be  bridged  by  resorting  to  bonus  ; witness  con- 
sidered policy  of  bonus  adopted  in  Land  Act,  1903, 
quite  sound,  22258. — Operations  of  Board  were  in  an 
experimental  stage,  and  during  time  witness  was 
Line!  Secretary  lie  was  never  convinced  that  enough 
iaml  could  not  be  obtained  by  voluntary  purchase,  if 
sufficient  price  was  given  ; matters  were  not  ripe  for 
treatment  of  problem  on  comprehensive  scale,  22233. — 
More  serious  objections  to  compulsory  purchase  of 
tenanted  land  than  untenanted,  22305.— Limit  of 
price  of  untenanted  lands  in  general  was  amount 
Hoard  could  hope  to  recover  from  tenant;  but  if 
puunc  money  was  used  witness  did  not  see  why  part 
should  not  go  in  price  given  for  land,  22306-7.-In- 
clmed  to  pay  even  somewhat  higher  price  than  fair 
value  of  land,  rather  than  adopt  compulsion,  unless 
required  for  comprehensive  scheme,  22308.— Board 
should  abandon  a particular  estate  too  highly  priced 
ana  tiy  to  purchase  land  elsewhere ; witness  under- 
stood  Board  had  50,000  acres  of  un tenanted  land  un- 
22322lbUted’  W°rth  12  raiUions  of  money,  22309-13*, 


•TRICE  UNDER  AND  NECESSITY  FOR  COMPULSORY 

Purchase. 

Estimate  of  price  under  compulsory  purchase  should 
iOV  depend  on  amount  incoming  tenants  were  prepared 
landlord's  income,  etc.,  would  have  to  be 
er«’-iirre3pective  of  what  Board  considered  it 
10  Pay,  22323,  22325.— If  landlord  were 
ght  before  tribunal  of  arbitration  because  he  would 
te™s  proposed  he  should  not  have  to  pay 
, “0*0.  State  was  purchaser,  therefore  could  not 
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BALFOUR,  Rt.  Hon.  GERALD — continued. 

be  tribunal  to  settle  price,  22327. — Principle  on  which 
Estates  Commissioners  bicl  for  land  in  Land  Judge’s 
Court,  forbidden  by  law  to  lose,  so  they  could  only 
bid  as  much  for  an  estate  as  they  hoped  to  get,  22324. 
— That  worked  out  at  23  to  25  years’  purchase,  price 
unknown  in  Ireland  until  recent  year's,  22325. — 
Witness  was  thinking  of  principle  and  not  actual 
price  given,  22325. — Some  difficulties  had  been  removed 
by  legislation,  and  position  might  have  changed  since 
1900,  making  it  possible  to  deal  with  question  on  com- 
prehensive scale,  then  compulsory  powers  might  be 
desirable,  22235,  22240,  22241-2,  22259,  22270.— Con- 
siderable time  must  elapse  before  solution  would  be 
complete,  22236. — Board  should  feel  its  way 

cautiously  ; if  matters  were  not  ripe  for  comprehensive 
scheme  witness  thought  compulsory  powers  not  neces- 
sary, 22234,  22237,  22259. — By  comprehensive  scheme 
witness  meant  a scheme  to  give  all  landholders  in 
congested  districts  an  economic  holding ; this  would 
not  be  possible  without  granting  compulsory  powers, 
22260. — Witness  could  only  express  himself  in  general 
terms,  but  if  there  was  reasonable  hope  that  com- 
prehensive scheme  would  settle  question,  and  scheme 
could  not  be  carried  out  without  compulsion,  then  he 
thought  it  was  a case  for  compulsion  ; but  much  de- 
pended on  the  scheme,  22314-7. — Compulsory  purchase 
largely  a question  of  price,  but  witness  had  not  con- 
sidered question  sufficiently  to  say  what  would  be  fair 

Srice  for  untenanted  land  ; price  would  probably  be 
ifferent  on  different  estates,  22317-18. — Fixed  income 
a desirable  thing  : compulsion  prevented  a man  enjoy- 
ing a certain  income  which  he  might  prefer  to  a fixed 
income,  22319. — Relief  from  uncertainty  not  compen- 
sation for  compulsion  ; but  if  certain  estate  was  to  be 
sold,  and  arbitrator  appointed,  in  fixing  price  he 
would  have  to  take  into  consideration  that  payment 
would  be  in  cash,  while  income  derived  from  estate 
was  in  rent,  and  rents  were  uncertain  in  West  of 
Ireland,  22320-1. — Witness’s  opinion  was  based  on  his 
experience  of  land  purchase  operations  of  Congested 
Districts  Board  prior  to  1903,  22238. — Since  that  time 
operations  had  enlarged,  22239. — If  compulsory  powers 
were  granted  to  purchasing  authority  in  Ireland  pre- 
cautions should  be  taken  to  see  that  a fair  price  was 
given  to  landlords  for  land  purchased,  22242. — Recog- 
nised in  England  that  compulsory  powers  might  be 
exercised  for  public  purposes,  but  circumstances  of 
c-ach  case  should  be  considered,  22243,  22251. — Land 
could  be  compulsorily  obtained  for  making  railways, 
but  there  were  no  general  powers.  Act  of  Parliament 
had  to  be  passed  for  each  case,  22246-9. 

Dangers  of  Granting  Compulsory  Powers  to 
Board. 

No  precedent  in  England  for  granting  general  com- 
pulsory powers  to  a body  such  as  Congested  Districts 
Board,  22250-1.— In  Ireland  witness  thought  District 
Council  had  general  powers  of  compulsion  to  acquire 
land  under  Labourers  Act  with  an  appeal  to  Privy 
Council,  22252. — That  would  be  to  some  extent  a pre- 
cedent, 22253. ---Dangers  of  compulsory  power's,  doubt- 
ful whether,  on  an  average  land  would  be  acquired 
more  cheaply  when  price  was  fixed  probably  in  every 
case  by  an  arbitrator,  22261. — Possession  of  compul- 
sory powers  might  affect  the  confidence  now  felt  bv 
all  classes  in  the  Board,  22261.  22271-3.— Boards 
would  be  overwhelmed  from  all  sides  with  demands 
to  purchase  and  might  be  driven  to  attempt  a solu- 
tion of  the  general  problem  before  the  conditions  had 
wen  worked  out,  such  a solution  as  dividing  up  all 
land  it  held  into  holdings  that  were  ust  economic. 
Claim  for  compulsory  power's  would  at  once  raise  the 
question  whether  Congested  Districts  Board  was  a 
proper  body  to  possess  such  powers,  22261,  22274.— 
Witness  considered  Congested  Districts  Board  prac- 
tically ait  irresponsible  body,  22275.— Reports  of  Con- 
ffi’Sted  Districts  Board  submitted  to  Parliament, 
22277.— Chief  Secretary  reported  to  Parliament  wlrat 
. |u‘  approved  or  disapproved  of  at  Board ; Parliament 
had  power  to  set  aside  acts  of  Boar-d,  but  witness 
thought  Parliament  find  it  better  to  abolish  Board 
altogether,  22279.-  Legislature  did  not  fear  improper 
use  of  powers  of  Congested  Districts  Bonrd  which 
had  been  marvellously  successful,  22280. 

Land  Purchase  Operations  of  Board — Migration, 

ETC. 

Congested  Districts  Board  established  1891 ; opera- 
tions m connection  with  land  purchase  did  not  begin 


BALFOUR,  Rt.  Hon.  GERALD — continued. 
to  large  extent  till  1897  or  1898. — Migration  had 
advanced  slowly;  only  289  families  migrated  since 
1891,  22262. — When  witness  was  Chief  Secretary  and 
member  of  Congested  Districts  Board  difficulties  of 
migration  were  enormous;  impossible  for  Board  to 
act  quickly  with  advantage,  22262a. — Witness’s  prac- 
tical experience  did  not  go  beyond  1900 ; up  to  that 
time  there  were  difficulties,  not  only  with  land- 
holders, but  also  with  tenants  whom  it  was  proposed 
to  migrate,  22262a,  22264. — Difficulties  also  with  ten- 
ants in  districts  to  which  migration  was  to  take 
place,  22263. 

Comprehensive  Scheme  of  Land  Purchase  anx> 
Migration. 

Peasant  proprietary  having  uniform  £10  holdings 
would  not  be  satisfactory  solution  of  land  question 
in  Ireland,  22261,  22265. — If  comprehensive  scheme 
was  undertaken  matter  of  fixing  minimum  valuation 
ought  to  be  carefully  considered,  22289-90.— There 
might  be  numbers  of  claimants  with  valuation  under 
£10  who  could  find  occupation  on  large  farms,  and 
it  might  be  desirable  to  bring  in  class  with  holdings 
which  would  be  rather  allotments  than  economic 
holdings;  at  present  labourers  in  that  position  went 
to  England  and  Scotland;  better  if > they  could  find 
similar  employment  on  Irish  holdings,  22291.— AH 
untenanted  lands  would  be  required  for  migration ; 
scheme  could  not  be  confined  to  scheduled  districts 
in  West,  22266. — Comprehensive  scheme  of  migration 
would  amount  to  re-arrangement  of  possession  of 
land  over  greater  part  of  Ireland,  22267,  22310. — 
Distribution  of  grass  lands  among  small  holders  who 
did  not  possess  economic  holdings  might  be  desir- 
able, but  witness  was  not  prepared  to  say  all  grass 
lands  should  bo  broken  up,  22268. — Foundation  of 
large  scheme  should  be  sound,  22269. — Compulsory 
powers  granted  to  anybody  not  responsible  to- 
Parliament  must  be  carefully  hedged  round  by  Legis- 
lature, 22274. 

Estates  Commissioners  v.  Congested  Districts- 
Board  as  authority  to  exercise  Compulsion. 

Witness  had  had  no  experience  of  working  of 
Estates  Commissioners,  but  so  far  as  they  were  a 
body  more  amenable  to  Parliament  than  Congested 
Districts  Board  lie  thought  Parliament  would  be  more 
inclined  to  give  them  compulsory  powers,  22281, 
22330.  But  if  Congested  Districts  Board  could  show 
that  it  had  dealt  with  purchase  and  re-settlement  of 
estates  more  satisfactorily  than  Estates  Commis- 
sioners that  would  be  an  argument  for  giving  addi- 
tional powers  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  22282. 

Advances  to  Board  by  Land  Commission  for 
Purchase  of  Estates. 

Commission  familiar  with  legislation  facilitating 
Congested  Districts  Board  in  Acts  of  1896,  1899. 
Effects  of  Acts  were  correctly  given  in  memorandum 
submitted  to  Committee  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  22283, 
22285.— Two  Acts  passed  in  1901  after  witness  had 
ceased  to  be  Chief  Secretary,  "22284.— By  Act  of  1896 
Land  Commission  was  authorised  to  give  funds  to 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  purchase  of  estates, 
resolution  asking  for  more  funds  was  passed,  22232.— 
To  give  effect  to  that  resolution  witness  introduced 
a provision  enabling  Commission  to  advance  to  Board 
for  purposes  of  purchase  a sum  equal  to  twenty-five 
times  annual  income  of  Church  Surplus  Grant,  22286. 
— Dillon  property  purchased  between  Acts  of  1896 
and  1899,  22286a. — Before  settlement  of  estate  could 
be  carried  out  it  was  important  public  advances 
should  be  made  by  Land  Commission  to  tenants  to 
buy  even  small  holdings,  22287. — Impossible  to  bring 
all  holdings  on  Dillon  estate  up  to  £10  poor  law 
valuation,  limit  fixed  in  Act  of  1896— limit  was  well 
intentioned,  but  witness  came  to  conclusion  it  would 
hamper  work  of  Board  too  much,  therefore  clause 
1 ntroduced  in  1899  repealing  that  provision, 


JVUUUl  UN  A I. 


When  Act  of  1899  was  introduced  for  addition! 
grant  of  £20,000  to  Congested  Districts  Board 
improvements  Treasury  stopped  aid  from  Stations 
Office,  Board  of  Works,  and  General  Post  Office,  mi 
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threw  expenses  of  printing,  stationery,  etc.,  on  Board 
itself,  so  that  actual  addition  to  funds  was  only 
£16,500,*  22291  a-95. — Grant  was  made  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, consent  of  Treasury  having,  been  first  ob- 
tained by  witness,  22296-8. 

Question  of  Transfer  of  Powers  from  Board  to 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Powers  given  to  Department  of  Agriculture  by  Act 
of  1899  practically  identical  with  powers  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  as  regards  agricultural  and 
rural  industries  in  congested  areas,  22299. — Powers 
of  Department  more  limited  in  regard  to  urban  in- 
dustries, 22300. — When  witness  introduced  Act  of  1899 
he  foresaw  difficulties  of  constitution  would  arise 
between  Congested  Districts  Board  and  Agricultural 
Department;  matters  were  not  ripe  for  transference 
of  agricultural  work,  etc.,  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  Department,  but  he  introduced  provision 
by  which  Board  could  hand  over  part  of  its  work 
and  funds  to  Department  of  Agriculture  when  neces- 
sary, 22328. — Work  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
not  relating  to  purchase,  and  re-settlement  of  estates 
would  have,  to  be  transferred  sooner  or  later  to 
Department  of  Agriculture,  22329.—' Witness  not  pre- 
pared to  mention  any  fixed  time,  22331. — Question 
not  practical  wnen  Act  was  passed,  1899,  22331. — But 
at  that  time  work  of  Board  in  connection  with  pur- 
chase and  re-settlement  of  estates  w.as  increasing 
every  year,  and  for  chat  reason  witness  contemplated 
transference  of  agricultural  work  to  Department, 
22333.-  Might  be  necessary  to  give  Department  of 
Agriculture  such  special  powers  as  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  possessed  in  .congested  districts;  witness 
would  not  be  afraid  to  transfer  those  powers  now, 
22334.  -Congested  Districts  Board  left  perfectly  free, 
22300.— Could  start  factory  and  hand  it  over  when 
it  reached  an  industrial  level  to  private  enterprise; 
mshnction  not  really  so  great  as  imagined;  Congested 
Districts  Board  knew  it  was  undesirable  to  use  State 
money  co  encourage  private  enterprise,  22301-2.— 
Character  of  congested  districts  prevented  introduc- 
w°u  of  industries  outside  agriculture,  22303.— Con- 
- gested  Distidcts  Board  had  powers  in  non-aericul- 
(urai  industries  which  were  withheld  from  Depart- 
ment, 22304. — -Power  was  useful  as  shown  by  Foxford 
enterprises,  carpet  factory  in  Donegal,  22303.— And 
barrel-making  industry,  22304. 


BOYD,  Mu.  W.  H. 

Definition  of  Congestion— Amendment  -Needed. 

Congestion  as  defined  by  statute  covered  much 
larger  area  than  the  real  poverty,  which  was  the 
and , real  poverty  existed  outside 
scheduled  areas,  and  much  inside  scheduled  areas’ 
exceptional  treatment,  22935,  23084-5, 
23095,  23178.— -Artificial  standard  adopted  as  measure 
of  congestion  m the  Act  not  a true  standard,  23088, 
val?atl°5  only  a relative  test  for 
purpose  of  fixing  rates,  23091-2.-Natural  forces,  if 
left  acme,  operated  in  direction  of  survival  of  the 
d0C,^'“laire,  suggestions  aimed  at 
ddnt  2-inKfi  w-’f  penaJ.iin8  the  thrifty  and  provi- 
dent, 23056.  — Witness  did  not  mean  to  argue  against 

£ fflftlV"  Sc;,  give"  on  ecloSlo 
23199-201.— By  exceptional  treatment  witness 
meant  migration  chiefly,  23059-62.—  No  reason  for 

S)Rfil0nAr”  SCl10du lp D°f  nreas  not  ri‘a,]y  congested, 
23086.  Area  of  the  Board  should  be  more  limited 
fete  23094,-It  was  within  the  diction 
dirtrictfXtia  i decide-  what  areas  with  in  scheduled 
fistucts  should  be  dealt  with,  23778-9.— But  a dis- 
tuct  was  demoralised  by  being  scheduled  if  it  did- 

not  require  it,  23779,-Determination  of  deg£e  of 

poverty  justifying  declaration  of  area  as  congested 
should  be  left  to  an  expert  such  » r!f  1^g  Stect 
ment  Board  Inspector,  23140,  23775  —Important That 

SS'Wfert  n°Vbe  toToplI 

“If  23212-3. — W itnpsR  ,3,,Zrf 

pas 


BOYD,  Mr.  W.  H.— continued. 

and  include  areas  of  any  size,  but  susceptible  of  rl., 
delineation,  23218-9,  23738.— Works  like  drainage  nr 
road  work  were  of  great  advantage,  to  poor  districts 
23124-3.— And  could  be  carried  on  as  well  under  pm. 
posed  new  principle,  23144.— Local  knowledge  the  best 
guide  to  such  areas,  but  should  be  kept  in  check  hv 
official  inspection;  fatal  to  permit  allocation  of  dis 
tncts  by  local  bodies;  Congested  Districts  Board 
must  be  independent  of  popular  pressure  and  Trea 
sury  red  tape,  23738.— Treasury  had  facilities  for 
putting  difficulties  in  the  way  of  working  schemes 
long  before  it  came  to  point  of  refusing  monev 
23820-2.— Witness  had  formed  his  opinion  from  his 
experience  in  railway  matters,  23823-4.— Unit  should 
be  defined  by  some  natural  boundary  such  as  a river 
23739-40.-— Unit  would  often  work  out  to  townland 
and  electoral  divisions,  but  not  always,  2375-6  — Defi 
nition  in  witness’s  mind  was  a geographical’  defini- 
tion, 23741-4.— And  must  be  arrived  at  by  competent 
authority  in  close  touch  with  local  people,  23745  — 
As  things  now  were  it  was  often  impossible  to  in- 
clude spots  on  the.  fringe  of  districts  scheduled  23746 
—There  would  be  no  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
scheduled  areas,  23764. — A few  poor  families  would 
hardly  constitute  congestion,  23741,  23750.— By  which 
m,eJp  acute  poverty  due  to  unemployment, 
45/51-2. — W ltness  s proposals  would  make  no  radical 
difference  except  along  boundary  lines  of  scheduled 
districts,  23790. — In  case  of  very  small  community  in 
great  want  Board  could  set  a Parish  Committee  to 
work  23753-4,  23759,-Very  small  areas  wX  not 
£d™d fcc of  migi-ation  or  enlargement  of  holdings, 
<33/82-5. — There  were  other  remedies,  23786-7,  23792-4 
—Witness  saw  no  reason  to  apprehend  difficulty  in 
°*  technical  and  agricultural  education, 
23759.  —Poverty  defined  as  great  struggle  for  exist- 
once  due  to  want  of  employment,  23766-7.— Board 
should  still  have  a free  hand,  23788.— Wherever  acute 
poverty  occurred  it  should  be  scheduled,  23791  23854 
—Witness  meant  that,  subject  to  acceptance  of  rel 
vised  schedule,  Congested  Districts  Board  should  be 
machinery  for  re-settlement  and  re-arrangement  of 
estates  all  over  Ireland,  23855-8.— Law  should  be 
changed  so  as  to  base  definition  of  congestion  on  want 
of  employment.  Local  Government  Inspector  to  be 
authority  to  decide,  subject  to  review,  23825.— 
■schedule  should  include  all  districts  or  areas  requir- 
es J1: ief’,estat?s  Purchased  by  Congested  Districts 
Boaid,  and  estates  transferred  to  Board  after  being 
Fanx  laSnfl  by.  ®s.*ates  Commissioners  under  Act  of 
1903.— Congested  Districts  Board  to  have  full  powers 
i°Uifc  i1^  wo,rk  and  expend  its  funds  on  anv 
lands  included  in  schedule,  23825.— Fallacy  to  assume 
that  enlargement  of  holdings  generally  to  £10  valua- 
ke .any  cure  for  much  of  poverty  existing 
within  scheduled  areas,  22935,  23768 

Migration-  -Land  Available. 

i°f  ,acfes  available  for  migration;  care 
needed  that  land  should  not  be.  tilled  if  it  could  be 
g™.  \°  gj'eatei:  advantage,  nor  to  transfer  migrants 
# • cultural  methods  to  lands  requiring 

f dvl,H™llnf ’ , ^.-Migration  might  be  of  great 
I , .Jand  were  suitable  and  people  knew 

how  to  treat  it,  23093,  22297,  23326. 

Education  should  be  given  before  Migrating 
Tenants. 

Congested  Districts  Board  and  Agricultural  De- 
ESpti  boUl  d°i»g  educative  work,  and  could 

useiuiiy  extend  and  improve  it,  23299.— Education 
o glvei1  .in  Part  a*  least  before  transfer, 

1 • Because  with  a larger  holding  there  was  more 

chance  of  making  profit  with  less  work,  23301.— The 
i.;  w,10  “ad  been  cultivating  five  acres  would  still 
4ame  amount  and  let  rest  go  to  grass, 
d w0u^d  doubt  possibility  of  more  profit, 

* ad  farmini  °n  small  holding  due  to  igno- 
lance,  not  poverty  of  land,  23310.— There  were  some 
cases  where  it  was  impossible  to  make  a good  thing 
- “Olding,  23311-3. — And  there  addition  to  farm 
would  improve  tenant’s  position,  23314-5.— Witness 
avoui.  , migration  so  long  as  reasonable  care 
s exercised  in  selecting  best  men  to  move,  23317-8. 
est  man  would  be  most  intelligent  farmer,  not 
biggest  holding  unless  it  was  fairly 
tilled,  23320-2.— -Witness  not  prepared  to  accept  Mr. 
JJoran  s table  showing  success  of  migration,  23323-6. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


BOYD.  Mu.  W.  H. — continued. 

Emigration  of  whole  Families  the  only  Remedy 

FOR  CERTAIN  PLACES. 

Emigration  of  whole  families  advocated  from 
thick  I v populated  parts,  where  rundale  and  mixed 
plots  abounded ; emigration  far  less  costly  than  mi- 
gration, 22935. — Only  remedy  for  certain  areas,  23056, 
23123-4,  23132.  -Areas  referred  to  were  places  like 
South  Galway,  especially  islands  of  Gorunma,  Let- 
termullen,  and  Lettennore,  23124.— Condition  of  dis- 
trict from  Clifden  through  Spiddal  to  Galway  a 
standing  reproach  to  Congested  Districts  Board  and 
Agricultural  Department,  23204-7. — Good  deal  might 
be  done  to  aid  fishing  and  turf  industry,  23207.— 
Congested  Districts  Board  ought  to  have  money  for 
that  class  of  work,  23209. — They  had  made  a pier  at 
Costello,  but  another  was  wanted ; construction  of 
causeway  connecting  islands  with  mainland  had  been 
of  great  assistance.  23210. — Emigration  to  Canada 
advocated  by  Sir  H.  Plunkett.  Witness  did  not 
mean  to  go  beyond  Sir  H.  Plunkett’s  report,  23285. — 
Amount  expended  of  grants  under  Tramway  and 
other  Acts  more  than  witness  had  thought,  23285-8. — 
Irish  emigrants  did  not  go  on  the  land,  23290-1. — 
Witness  denied, and  protested  against  proposition  that 
those  who  persisted  in  remaining  where  they  could 
not  live  had  a right  to  set  up  claim  injurious  to  rest 
of  community,  23306. — Compulsion  not  advocated, 
23125.-  -Whole  family  should  be  transplanted,  23126. 
— Facilities  should  be  given  for  voluntary  emigration, 
23825. — Training  necessary  to  work  good  land,  23156. 
— They  knew  nothing  of  tillage,  23158.— They  would 
have  to  go  as  labourers  before  they  could  till  land 
for  themselves,  23151,  23157, _ 23159,  23202,  23293-5.— 
Difference  between  trained  labourer  and  novice  was 
an  admitted  difficulty,  23160-1. — Older  and  weaker 
members  of  the  family  could  not  be  worse  off  than 
they  were  in  Ireland,  23203-4. — Emigration  should  be 
a last  resource,  23162,  23186-7. — But  it  was  more 
likely  to  succeed  than  migration,  23162,  23292. — 
Development  of  fisheries  would  be  best  remedy  of  all, 
23163. 


Extent  and  Nature  of  Emigration  going  on. 

Emigration  falling  off ; only  districts  where  it  ex- 
ceeded one  per  cent,  of  population  were  in  congested 
areas,  23056-7. — Return  for  1906  showed  an  increase, 
23078. — Returns  for  last  February  showed,  witness 
believed  for  the  first  time,  a majority  of  emigrants 
from  Ulster,  23079. — Witness  deplored  nature  of  pre- 
sent emigration,  departure  of  the  young  and  strong, 
23105-7,  23148. — Preponderating  reason  for  emigra- 
tion was  desire  to  make  a better  living,  23108-13. — 
They  probably  would  do  better  out  of  Ireland,  23112. 
- Unsettled  state  of  Ireland  helped  to  drive  them 
out,  23115. 


Emigration  of  1883-4. 

Emigration  of  1883  and  1884  carried  out  as  a policy 
by  Government;  £150,000  voted  to  assist  emigration 
of  whole  families,  23116-7. — Applications  numerous, 
but  only  for  very  limited  time,  23118-9. 


Improvement  in  Ireland. 


BOYD,  Mr.  W.  K.— continued. 

Reluctance  of  Occupiers  to  put  Capital  into  the 
Land. 

Occupiers  of  laud  in  Ireland  did  not  like  putting 
capital  into  the  land,  and  they  did  it  to  a limited 
extent,  22970. — If  they  could  lie  induced  by  education, 
etc.,  to  put  capital  into  the  land  it  would  immensely 
conduce  to  prosperity,  22971,  22978.  — Increase  produc- 
tivity of  soil,  22981.-  Their  reluctance  to  do  so  and 
the  dislike  of  young  men  to  farming  contributed 
greatly  to  the  difficulty  of  the  Irish  problem,  22972-5. 
— Reluctance  to  put.  capital  into  land,  due  to  ignor- 
ance, 22982,  23045. — Witness  did  not  mean*  to  say 
they  put  no  money  into  the  land,  but  they  did  not 
put  in  what  was  required  for  intensive  farming, 
23045. — Best  hope  for  improvement  lay  in  spread  of 
appropriate  knowledge  and  education,  22983-4. 

Effect  of  Security  of  Tenure. 

Witness  did  not  think  that  security  of  tenure  given 
by  purchase  affected  readiness  to  put  labour  and 
capital  into  holdings  as  a general  thing,  22986-90, 
23001,  23007,  23014. — It  might  affect  smaller  estates, 
but  on  the  large  properties  tenant  was  as  safe  before 
as  after  purchase,  and  he  knew  it,  23002,  23053-5. — 
Mr.  Gladstone,  in  introducing  Act  of  1881,  had 
exonerated  Irish  landlords  -as  a class  from  imputa- 
tions cast  on  them,  23004. — For  twenty-six  years 
there  had  been  absolute  security  for  occupier  and  his 
improvements,  and  .yet  capital  was  accumulating  and 
not  going  into  the  land,  23008-5. — Derry  settlerscom- 
plete  failures,  younger  men  would  not  work,  mock 
auctions  constant,  22992,  23005. — Three  of  four  men 
needing  money  called  in  an  auctioneer  and  bought 
each  other’s  land  and  passed  notes  on  which  a cer- 
tain amount  of  money  coukl  be  obtained  through  the 
auctioneer,  22998. — Whole  thing  a fraud,  22999. — 
Lands  lot  for  the  crop,  22999.  On  Lord  Bath’s  estate 
in  Monaghan  owner  had  spent  large  sums  on  im- 
provements, land  had  now  been  bought  by  tenants, 
who  were  patterns  of  industry,  though  Barony  of 
Forney  had  always  given  trouble,  and  on  the  face  of 
things  the  Derry  men  were  much  more  likely  to  do 
well,  22999. — Cases  quoted  not  to  be  applied  gene- 
rally, 23006. — In  certain  cases  small  holders  had 
shown  a new  spirit  of  industry  and  development  after 
purchase,  but  witness  thought  not  in  the  larger  num- 
ber of  eases,  23014-7. — Legal  insecurity  before  1870 
might  have  had  deciding  influence  on  disinclination 
to  put  capital  into  land,  23019-20. — Witness  did  not 
say  that  increase  in  deposits  was  evidence  that  capi- 
tal was  not  being  put  into  the  laud,  but  that  the  in- 
crease showed  an  advance  in  career  of  improvement, 
23023-7. — Increase  general,  23029,  23037. — And  if  far- 
mers were  putting  money  on  deposit  agriculture  must 
be  doing  well,  23030-1. — Prices  had  risen,  not  fallen, 
during  last  twenty  years,  23032-5. — Increase  in  de- 
posits as  far  as  derived  from  agricultural  produce 
was  an  instance  of  the  remarkable  fertility  of  the 
soil,  23036,  23041. — -Witness  spoke  from  his  own  ex- 
perience in  regard  to  non-investment  of  money  by 
farmers,  etc..  23039. — Large  price  paid  for  tenancy  in- 
terest bv  one  occupier  to  another  proved  that  occupier 
must  have  capital  or  credit,  23047-50. — Rise  in  cost  of 
labour  nothing  in  comparison  with  rise  in  price  of 
agricultural  produce,  cost  of  labour  largely  counter- 
acted by  use  of  machinery,  etc.,  22945,  23042-3. 


Rapid  improvement  in  Ireland  evidenced  by  capacity 
for  accumulating  capital,  increase  of  trade  and  ship- 
ping tonnage,  rise  in  price  of  agricultural  produce,  in- 
crease in  number  and  value  of  stock,  increased  produc-  - 
ing  power  of  soil,  great  increase  in  all  means  of  com- 
munication, comparison  of  Census  returns  and  edu- 
cation statistics.  22935.  Increased  capacity  for  accu- 
mulating capital  shown  by  increased  deposits  in  joint 
stock  banks  and  in  Post  Office  Savings  Banks;  Post 
Office  deposits,  £2,592.000  in  1886;  £45,843,000  in 
1906,  22939-40,  22942. -Witness  did  not  mean  to  sav 
that  it  was  all  result  of  profits  derived  from  land, 
hut  improvement  had  been  steady,  22941,  23021.-  - 
l'armers  often  did  not  put  their  money  beyond  de- 
07000  acv?1,nt : thoy  flid  not  k,low  how  to  invest  it, 
f50?2--  No  means  of  getting  statistics  allocated  so  as 
to  know  what  was  in  congested  areas,  or  how  much 
wis  agricultural,  except  for  last  year,  22942.  23018. 


Increase  in  Producing  Power  of  Soil,  etc. 

Producing  power  of  soil  increased  partly  by  labour 
put  into  it.  22947.— Partly  from  works  carried  out 
by  landowners,  arterial  drainage,  etc.,  22948,  23042. 
— Increase  was  general.  22949. — Census  returns  since 
middle  of  last  century  showed  reduction  in  number 
of  miserable  houses  without  windows,  etc.,  percentage 
of  people  unable  to  read  or  write  reduced  from  45  to 
14,  etc. . 22950.-  -Only’  fifty  members  of  Co-operative 
Organisations  in  whole  of  Ireland  in  1889  ; 51,000  in 
1901,  22968.—  Returns  also  showed  that  population 
was  less  physically  sound,  but  that  was  not  confined 
to  Ireland,  22952. — And  was  to  a certain  extent  due 
to  emigration,  22953-4. — Labourers  of  a country  only 
one  item  in  its  prosperity,  22957-8.— Witness  did  not 
maintain  that  the  country  was  prosperous,  but  that 
it  was  improving,  advancing  towards  the  goal  of 
prosperity,  22959-67. 
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. Benefits  of  Industrial  or  Technical  Education. 

Industrial  or  technical  education  of  a .practical 
kind  gave  immediate  alleviation  in  straggle  for 
existence,  23055,  23067,  23259,  23284,  23192-4— 

Should  he  extended  in  all  branches  of  useful  indus- 
try, 23825. — Receipts  of  Congested  Districts  Board’s 
lace  and  crochet  classes.  £21,573  during  last  year, 
though  turnover  of  many  classes  was  unsatisfactory 
owing  to  irregular  .attendances,  etc.,  money  earned 
in  eight  classes  held  in  seven  electoral  divisions  ex- 
ceeding total  poor  law  valuation  of  land  in  those  di- 
visions, 23063. — £42,000  brought  into  County  Donegal 
from  fishing  alone,  23065. — Shirt-making  and 

sprigging  in  Donegal,  23260. — Congested  Districts 
Board  more  successful  that-  Agricultural  Department 
though  the  latter  was  doing  good  work,  23066. — Suc- 
cess in  industry  depended  more  on  industry  and 
character  of  people  engaged  than  on  demand,  23069- 
71. — Difficult  to  say  whether  development  of  technical 
education  would  result  in  sufficient  work  for  agricul- 
tural population,  but  it  would  give  very  large°assis- 
tance,  23196. — Carpet  factories  not  the  outcome  of 
technical  instruction,  23255-6.— Witness  did  not  know 
how  far  Foxford  Woollen  Factory  was  result  of  tech- 
nical instruction,  23256-8,  23282-3. 

Emigration. 

Instruction  not  .likely  to  lead  to  emigration 
because  the  industries  were  mostly  among  women, 
who  did  not  usually  want  to  leave  home ; 
but  if  it  did  it  would  not  be  an  un- 

mixed  evil ; emigrants  from  Ireland  had  sent-  back 
£17,000,000  in  last  twenty  years,  -and  it  would  relieve 
people  of  support  of  some  members  of  tlie  family, 

Agricultural  Instructors. 

Local  agricultural  experts  should  be  appointed  to 
23825  ^ d*s*ldc*s  and  ““froct  and  advise  peasantry 

Migratory  Labourers. 

Parts  of  maritime  seaboard  very  poor,  and  densely 
populated,  some  of  the  men  migrated  for  labour, 
idling  on  return,  but  able  to  live  in  decent  residences 
and  pay  2s.  6d.  a pound  for  tea,  others  could  earn 
wages  at  industrial  employments  or  in  fishing,  23056. 

W here  there  were  no  such  resources,  and  people 
would  sooner  leave  the  country  than  migrate,  the 
only  remedy  was  organised  emigration,  23056.— Mi- 
gration improved  a man’s  character  and  abilities,  mi- 
grakny  Jabouivrs  acted  as  leaven  in  their  districts, 
aolaZA-B.—- Continuation  of  migratory  labour  did  not 
necessarily  mean  that  district  supplying  labour  must 
remain  in  its  existing  condition,  23136-8.— Witness 
would  be  very  sorry  to  see  it  stopped  till  other  ame- 
liorative influences  were  in  operation,  23139  —Very 
few  migratory  labourers  did  any  work  on  their  hold- 
ings, 23180-2.— They  were  away  just  when  work  was 
needed  on  farms  23183. -They  worked  under  compul- 
sion abroad,  23184.  p 

Consolidation  of  Holdings. 

Re-arrangements  between  landlord  and  tenant  had 
been  made  for  mutual  benefit  on  large  properties,  a 

Sv  a^72^rrali^1Vf  ? bad  name  to  w]>ole 
ooay,  "972.— Grazing  tracts  m many  oases  resulting 
trom  emigration,  not  clearances,  23074.— Witness  had 
heard  of  clearances  to  create  grass  land,  hut  never 
had  any  proof,  23075-7,  23164.— Breaking  up  villages 
and  consolidating  holdings  quite  a different  thin* 

STtS™’  r^j~Villages  ]iad  been  br°ken  up 
and  -forms  consolidated,  each  tenant  being  placed  on 
his  own  holding  in  Loughnagin  and  Ballymacrew  on 
witness  s own  estate,  23097-101.— No  odium 
to  tafllorf,  23098. — Great  ™ 

fflOBft— Preimi™  etc.,  offered  for  agricultural  sociel 
tie»  had  groat  effect  lu  mcreiuung  knowledge  ot  agri- 

gl£5  ‘rul  tT  tompetiS. 

2G1U1-2. — trienveigh  evictions  verv  unfortunate 

23167,-Late  Mr.  J.  G.  Adair  had  SEned wfctSSh 
who  refused-  to  give  up  murderer,  23168— Evictions 
generally  deplored,  etc.,  23169-71.  ' o s 
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-Standard  of  Comfort. 


whole,  23103-4.— Cost  of  living  had  gone  up  23i°7c> 
ggjtllat  so  much  tea  and  white  bread  were  ^ 

Lasinzss  Characteristic  of  the  Westers  Peasants 

Irish  people  in  the  West  were  lazy  and  disliked 
work,  not  tlie  and  ; they  looked  on  land  os  t!iee«S 

'"“I0”4  ™k- 

43239-40,  23243,  “263  — Present  agricultural  conic, 
tion  duo  to  neglect  of  lumen,  23241,-Idleness  a £ 

tonal  characteristic,  23370,  23444,  23817 MieraW 

labourers  migrated  because  it  w.as  their  only  diZ 
of  supplementing  their  living,  23197—Thev  were 
very  small  holders  or  relatives  of  small  nroorieW 
23220-1. —Agriculture  done  on  hoidings  wo5Km«nt 

to  very  little,  a few  beds  of  potatoes,  23222-6, TW 

were  mostly  only  at  home  in  winter  months,  23227-9a 
—They  could  do  draining,  repairing  of  fences' 
etc-’  'LTler  J most  <>f  holdings  rMuired  drain-' 
rff’,  23230-5.  ^Replies  to  questions  circulated  by 
lush  Landowners  Convention  to  effect  that  if  new 
holdings  were  given  to  tenants  they  would  til]  as 
small  a portion  .as  possible,  that  much  land  was 
wasted,  etc.,  23237 —Drainage  only  possible  where 
there  was  an  outfall,  in  some  cases  it  might  be  impos- 
sible to  make  a mam  drain  or  get  it  made,  23269-78 
—'Construction  of  mam  drains  should  he  placed  in 
hands  of  a proper  public  department,  23279  —Tlie 
higher  the  rent,  within  fair  limits,  the  greater  the 
stimulus  to  industry,  23352-8,  23366-8— Witness  did 
not  agree  with  tlie  old  idea  of  the  more  vou  salt-  your 
land  the  more  you  stimulate  the  industry  of 
the  tenant,  23359-62— But  the  Irish  tenant  needed  a 
stimulus  to  enable  him  to  make  a right  use  of  his 
great  intellectual  powers,  23363-5,  23445-6— Witness 
said  same  tk'ng  before  1881,  23372-3  — 
tact  that  improvements  had  been  made  the  occasion 
23.-W71S1IAgi  Tenm  “ft  account  for  tenant’s  -attitude, 
W,,  »T  - V£*a  that  ownership  of  the  land  had 
been  acquired  by  confiscation  in  the  past,  23398-9  — 

mara1  2324^Va?  land  than  that  in  Conne- 

mara,  23242— Much  more  energy  m Ulster  tlian  in 

.any  other  part  of  Ireland,  23244-5— Climate  had 
t0  ?°  WAtb  25264>  23266-Holdings  re- 
^ded  to  ,reyert  unless  considerable 
expended  on  them,  23247,  23253.— But 
ovii+l  m°le  ta-bour  -and  knowledge  they  might  be 
— May°  foldings  not  bogori- 
a®4VPo*‘4o<,s  >»  S»wn  in  peat 

??250-2.-Wust«Si„  Ireland  of 
23266  A w]uch  would  ^ used  in  England, 

Change  of  Potato  Seed. 

di.stricts  needed  supply  of  new  seed  as  pre- 
exchan my}8#1”5*  Potato  famine  ; supply  should  be 
23285  P^2601'  ^Ual  1uantitr  of  their  own  growing, 

S, lS9r^”se  *'-*  ™ 

Conditions  in  Ireiand  Compared  with  Those  in 
France  and  Belgium. 

an  j Fl'Sncl1  conditions  could  not  be  use- 
ouXT^T1  ■'m'&  Irish ; M-  do  Molinard  pointed 
lall  V?-  F1.anders  were  higher  than  in  Ire- 

of  Pr<>Perty  in  France  and 
santrv  lvn^3^  ,wo,rk  of  centuries,  and  that  pea- 
to  <nXn«,  , ' ^fluired  the  order  and  economy  necessary 
S-t 'before  becoming  proprietora,  a J concluded 
but  Sldfer€d'  not  only  from  her  disorders, 

SS ?TOm  bor  doctors,  23306—No  country  in 
samp  s/w  conditions  of  mutual  ownership  were 
liasants  Jfo  Ireland,  no  countiy  where  condition  of 
were  better  23329— M.  de  Molinard’s  letters 

23330  ?4^7lo ln  -i880’  before  fair  rents  were  fixed, 

23331  rI1rE,en  then  the  Ulster  custom  existed, 
a.  ' , * nd  there  was  not  same  -freedom  with  regard 

fas  ln  England,  23333. — There  was  a great 
“ cc-partnership,  23335— But  witness  did  not 
think  tlie  Ulster  tenant-right  made  any  difference 
with  regard  to  rent,  23336.— Act  of  1870  gave  fixity 
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of  tenure  .and  legalised  custom  where  right  existed ; 
tenant  did  not  own  a spoonful  of  soil  up  to  present 
date,  23342.— He  owned  the  goodwill,  and  witness  did 
not  deny  that  landlord’s  interest  being  less,  his  rent 
must  be  less  in  Ireland  than  in  England,  23343-5. 


Small  Holdings  as  Security  for  Advances. 

Holdings  of  three  to  five  acres  (15s.  to  20s.  valua- 
tion) better  security  for  advance  than  larger  ones, 
income  of  tenants  less  precarious,  being  half  in  wages, 
values  readily  realised  an  case  of  default,  23345, 
23370,  23428-30.— Observations  only  applied  where 
there  was  a demand  for  labour,  23350-1.— And 
tenants  were  hard-working  men,  23371. — Addition  to 
holding  would  make  such  tenants  very  safe  for  in- 
stalments, 23401. — Whether  they  worked  hard  or  not 
was  a question  of  individual  character,  23402. — 
Lagan  farmers  energetic,  but  they  were  large  far- 
mers, 23403. — Hired  hands  they  employed  were  also 
energetic,  23404. 


Price  of  Land  and  State  Action. 

Security  might  be  partly  personal,  but  State  had 
admitted  a loss  on  certain  classes  of  holdings, 
23431-6. — Congestion  admittedly  due  to  past  action 
of  British  Government,  therefore  Government  should 
compensate  tenants  at  their  own,  not  .at  landlords’, 
expense,  23436-8,  23447. — Witness  denied  that  land- 
lords were  getting  fair  or  high  price,  23439. — Land- 
lords purchasing  under  conditions  created  by  Crom- 
well’s action  would  have  no  moral  claim  to  compen- 
sation, but  men  who  bought  under  Landed  Estates 
Court  bought  under  recognised  conditions  since  upset 
by  Acts  of  Parliament,  23440-1. — They  often  bought 
on  a false  rental,  23442-3. — Low  rents  were 
not  easier  to  collect  than  moderate  ones,  23345. 
— Colonel  Humphrey’s  estate  at  Glendoan  pros- 
perous, rents  regularly  paid,  whereas  Mrs.  Hewitson’s 
tenants  at  Gurteen  were  deep  in  .arrears,  23405. — 
Humphreys  had  been  very  good  landlords,  23406-8. — 
But  Mrs.  Hewitson  was  also  very  generous,  23409. — 
Arrears  should  not  be  allowed  to  accumulate,  23411- 
4. — Only  two  years’  arrears  could  be  taken  under  the 
Act,  23415. 


Estates  Commissioners  Desire  to  Abolish 
Zones. 

Estates  Commissioners  anxious  to  abolish  zones, 
23345. — Impression  gathered  from  evidence,  23348. — 
Commissioner  Bailey  had  said  that  conclusion  that 
case  was  made  for  abolition  of  zones  might  be  drawn 
from  case  of  estate  at  Westmeath,  23452. — That  in- 
spection in  every  case  was  the  oilly  remedy,  that 
under  zone  system  State  took  all  responsibility  for 
advances  made,  but  it  was  another  matter  whethef 
the  State  was  justified,  23458. — That  Commissioners 
were  able  to  set  aside  zone  system  to  a certain  extent, 
and  it  was  important  they  should  be  ■able  to  do  so 
more  widely,  but  he  preferred  not  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  whether  he  claimed  right  to  set  aside  zones 
■throughout  Ireland.  23459.— Mr.  Bailey’s  evidence 
•did  not  constitute  an  attack  on  system,  but  it  showed 
his  attitude  of  mind,  23466-9,  23473-4,  23476-8. — If 
Commissioners  were  opposed  to  zones  only  in  case  of 
congested  areas,  it  would  be  a relief  to  minds  of  land- 
lords, but  it  had  never  yet  been  determined  by  a 
•competent  legal  tribunal  whether  zone  system  ap- 
plied to  sections  6 and  7 as  well  as  to  section  1, 
23481-3,  23491-4.- -Mr.  Bailey’s  statement  as  to  dan- 
ger of  calling  very  poor  properties  estates,  and  so 
bringing  them  within  zones  meant  that  it  was  not 
desirable  for  very  poor  estates  to  come  under  the 
zones,  and  that  Commissioners  were  obliged  to  refuse 
to  call  such  properties  estates  so  as  to  force  owner  to 
sell  direct  to  Commissioners,  23484-7. — Mr.  Finu- 
•cane  argued  that  it  was  undesirable  that  a 
landlord  should  be  able  to  sell  direct  to  tenants  in 
•case  of  a congested  estate  where  it  would  be  practi- 
cally stereotyping  existing  conditions,  which  could 
he  done  under  zone  system ; he  advocated  a gigantic 
compulsory  benevolent  experiment,  and  witness  in- 
ferred that  he  aimed  to  do  away  with  zones,  23496- 
SIS.-  Landlords  not  impeachable,  but  in  the  Land 
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Courts  the  landlord’s  case  was  usually  .allowed  to  go 
by  the  board,  23385-92. — He  did  not  often  defend, 
partly  perhaps  beoause  costs  were  heavy,  23392-4. — 
And  he  found  that  giving  evidence  had  little  effect, 
23395. 

Amalgamation  of  Uneconomic  Holdings. 

Witness  approved  of  amalgamation  of  two  un- 
economic holdings,  23416,  23419-20. — Perusal  of  the 
O’Conor  Don’s  paper  against  ama-lgamat-on  might 
modify  his  views,  23417-8,  23421.— Holder  would  not 
break  more  than  an  acre,  23425. — And  could  not  have 
outside  labour  for  farm  of  that  size,  23422-7. 


Work  of  Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  the  mosl;  successful  organisations 
hitherto  employed,  23514  , 23617. — Their  operations 
hampered  by  want  of  funds,  restrictions  imposed  by 
Treasury  and  Estates  Commissioners,  and  certain 
local  doubts  and  difficulties,  23514. — Nature  of  work 
done  a great  deal  more  than  sanitary  work,  23760. — 
Appropriateness  of  methods,  skill  displayed  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  in  choice  of  men  in  charge  of 
Committees,  23768. — Any  district,  could  set  up  a 
Committee  with  consent  of  Board,  23770. — But  it. 
rested  with  the  Board  to  say  whether  or  not  they  would 
operate,  23771. 

Agricultural  Banks. 

Loan  bank  ai;  Geesala  had  lent  out  £1,100  in  one 
year  in  sums  not  exceeding  £5,  paid  hack  in  lump 
sum  at  end  of  period  never  exceeding  eleven  months, 
enabling  people  to  buy  young  stock,  bring  them  up, 
and  sell  them  at  a profit,  no  case  of  loss,  23768-9. — 
Witness  thought  highly  of  system  of  agricultural 
banks  if  managed  on  sound  business  basis,  not  on 
popular  ‘ lines,  23773-4. — Baffeisen  banks  worked  well 
under  popular  management,  but  Germany  was  not 
Ireland,  23795-804. — Popular  management  was  a 
vague  phrase,  what  witness  objected  to  was  manage- 
ment by  an  elected  body  where  election  was  not  con- 
fined to  members,  23806-12. 


Transfer  of  Agricultural  Operations  of  Board 
to  Department. 

Agricultural  operations  transferred  to  Agricul- 
tural Department;  had  been  better  and  more  efficiently 
performed  by  Congested  Districts  Board  in  congested 
districts,  industrial  and  technical  instruction  in  con- 
gested districts  should  be  carried  out  through  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  success  of  Board  due  to  skill 
with  which  it  had  selected  men  to  work  its  schemes, 
it  would  be  criminal  to  discontinue  or  hamper  such 
works  as  was  being  done,  Agricultural  Department 
acted  on  different  principles  from  Board,  they  re- 
quired a rate  in  -aid  from  a county  before  formu- 
lating a scheme  in  aid,  and  when  formulated,  the 
scheme  was  quite  inelastic,  extending  over  whole 
county,  on  same  basis,  consequently  .amounts  voted 
were  not  used,  23514,  23519,  23537-8,  23628.— Witness 
spoke  only  of  Donegal,  23517-8,  23633-5. — And  to 
schemes  for  improving  breed  of  cattle,  23520,  23629, 
23630-2. — County  rate  Id.,  Department’s  contribution 
lgd.,  in  the  £,  Congested  Districts  Board  existed  to 
bring  low  standard  in  congested  districts  up  to  normal 
level,  and  their  work  should  be  carried  on  till  this 
was  done;  lectures,  classes,  etc.,  very  useful  for 
intelligent  farmers,  but  Greek  to  a Claddagh  fisher- 
man, 23514. — There  had  been  some  trouble  about  in- 
structors, 23526. — Cattle  scheme  in  Donegal  inelastic ; 
local  needs  disregarded,  23528-30. — This  work  and 
spraying  of  potatoes  much  better  done  by  Congested 
Districts  Board,  23531-3. — Though  principle  of  help- 
ing those  who  helped  themselves  was  sound  enough. 
23534-6.  -Any  scheme  should  be  applied  by  a local 
body  and  worked  from  an  accessible  centre,  23607-10. 

- -County  Committee  could  formulate  scheme,  but  its 
acceptance  rested  with  Department,  23623.  23627. — 
Scheme  of  Donegal  County  Council  overruled,  23624-6. 
— In  criticising  methods  of  Agricultural  Department 
witness  did  not  wish  to  undervalue  their  work,  but 
he  considered  Congested  Districts  Board  certainly 
more  suited  to  congested  districts,  25355. 
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Compulsion. 

Objection  to  Mr.  Doran’s  views  on  compulsion, 
23514. — Civil  wav  would  be  a mild  term  to  apply  to 
result  of  such  compulsion  as  Mr.  Doran  proposed, 
23568. — Compulsion  unnecessary ; large  areas  of  uu- 
tenanted  land  could  be  obtained  voluntarily  if  fair 
price  were  offered,  and  uncertainties,  etc.,  attaching 
to  sales  removed,  23825,  23911,  23919. 

Shearing  up  Grass  Lands — Effect  on  Cattle 
Industry. 

Objection  to  Mr.  Doran’s  statement  that  breaking  up 
grass  farms  into  small  mixed  farms  would  rather  in- 
crease than  diminish  number  of  cattle  that  could  be 
reared,  23541-2,  23584-5,  23602-3,  23710.— Not  clear 
whether  Mr.  Doran  meant  store  or  stall-fed  cattle. 
23712-4. — Twenty-five-acre  mixed  farm  would  not 
carry  more  than  fourteen  head  of  cattle,  whereas  100- 
acre  grass  farm  would  carry  100  or  200  if  owners  ran 
it  twice  in  the  year,  23564.— Stall-feeding  might  be 
earned  on  on  twentv-five-acre  farm,  23601.— And 
might  improve  land  by  a good  manure,  etc.,  though 
less  cattle  were  carried,  23604. -Difference  of  condi- 
tions in  Belgium,  Flanders,  and  Switzerland  made 
comparison  useless ; Irish  climate  would  not  permit 
Srowth  of  stole  ncrops,  23566,  23586,  23588-8. 
436SZ-3.—  Stolen  crops  sometimes  heavy,  but  that  re- 
quuvd  intensive  farming,  23715-9.— And  there  was 
l®  difference  in  the  habit  of  the  people  23566 
23586,  -3589,  23597-600.— Some  grass  land  would  ba 
were  capable  of  tillage, 

23570,  23574,  23576,  23595-6,  23607,  23726,  23729  

And  only  that  land  should  be  taken,  23578.— Personal 
inspection  the  only  means  of  discovering  where- 
abouts and  extent  of  such  land,  23581-2  — 
Breaking  up  of  fattening  land  undesirable  in  an 

23720TC23727  8 23594>  23699-700, 

rSSLh  ¥ (a,m  s experiments  not  on 

sKl  • '5rfIx- , Shane's  evidence  as  to 

stall-fed  cattle  m Switzerland  and  Belgium  had  con- 
vinced witness  that  lie  was  absolutely  ignorant  of  all 

Std12SLs23?97'  23™0-~ Sm»U  holders  couS 

y swrstkj  rptr  them 

jrfft’i23704,  iZn"z 

dom  for  land  to  go  from  tillage  to  muss  23549  nfi 

i.w  iSv.TLiS8'  SSSrSS 

23553-60,  23583-  • • trade  «t  first, 

- Market  u-onhl  I.,.  f\¥ul  equity  needed,  23561. 

muls,  23638-44.— Young  rftle'f  'if  valnable  ani- 

ass-  %d« 

thf>  Itoshmau,  23659,— Local  a1Ilt%  ,ess  than 

fams  anti  look-  them  r,,  ttk  il  , I>o\igl , I-  them  at 
paid  for  62,00oElve,  amli'!‘I',23663'--p>':«' 

probailj  I.,,,  t]m„  B , Mi  f™,  Ireland 

--Th^  might  have  b M.PJS<£riw”d-  2366?-  S37M- 
ket  m Ireland  23670  3 v.  , *or  Wa,11t  of  a mai-- 
l««dj  Of  calvo* 

«hip  them  than  to  m a*e.  t>orta.'’  <*»per  to 

srornnh,  237344._frot‘T,dv™  ^ grazing 


trade  should  be  regarded  as  the  onlv  n«»;  n 
industry  of  Ireland,  23675.— Proper  svstem®  fUlt“'at 
tillage  would  increase  weal.h  of  the  »nit^,  23*|J 

Industries. 

Industries  had  been  of  great  benefit  „ 
districts,  23611.— Any  new  industries  had  been’KJ 
dotted  hy  Congested  Districts  Board,  236lSfw 
been  also  the  Parish  Committees.  23617.  ’ S J 4 

Titles  of  Lands,  Board  should  have  power  m 
clear  Equities. 

RaE?  f10Uld  ^ ^ - 4 *?  “labIe  Congested  Dfehic 

Sg  e,""e'  “ C“S  °f  tftl“  »f  ‘“S 

Relief  of  Congestion. 

Estates  Commissioners  should  convev  to  f 

SSKb,Bo"d  "y  «*»■'•«  portion  of  esSaS 

pm-chased,  or  any  pomoii  wlidch  was  to  bo  used  for 
“Jg*  -,°f  o%°nAeStT’  23825-  23826-7,  23831-3.  23878 
23880-1,  23911.— Change  of  law  involved,  23828-9  -1 
Witness  did  not  suggest  that  their  power  to  purchase 

should  be  withdrawn,  23830,  23838  -Congestel  T)TR 
“ot  w s"ni™’'t  ^ 

Question  < 


CONTINUING  EXISTENCE  OF  TWO  Pur 

chasing  Bodies. 

)r£“Tri”,g  tl“t“'0  nnthmitiee  the  Congsated  Dil_ 
S’fJ  Boari  was  better  mined  to  deal  with  all  mi 
tions  lelatmg  to  congestion,  but  there  was  no  reason 

23841C2>niw1fi°nerS  Shf}ll,cl  not  couciuu®  to  buy  land, 
23841-2.— Witness  would  leave  to  each  body  its  exist- 

23888^— tT  w°  PUvcllase-  23844-53,  23859y61,  23882, 
si]rt  a wa‘\  ]mP0_itant  that  the  improving  body 
23fiSd  R f %dete™11nj5?  V0lce  in  fixing  priee,  23867 
23885.  But  Congested  Districts  Board  could  not  lose 
Twy  ^ T!7  exten,t;  as  Commissioners,  23868  73?^ 
might  be  no  limit-  to  amount  Congested  Dis- 

to low, ,1,cl  money 

Wliff  i 21  5>  23898.— Existence  of  two  purchasing 
bodies  had  no  effect  on  price  of  land.  23879.  ° 

Transfer  to  Bcuan  of  Estates  ComussiONERs' 
Powers. 

J&;  ™ ”>  Njtisiied  with  operations  and 
-And  rt  .d"‘\ot  Esiates  Commission,  238834. 
rn-rtv  to  m PP1’cha»  of  all  congested  pre- 

SIS  Boai'd  "-ore  coupled  with 

Sren  to  f"”ds  »”»  POW«rt  *s  wen 

to  aunif  * race0™™0”1*  lu*  ''O”13  be  inclinrf 
to  appiove,  23886,  23889-95.— Alchouah  purchase  bv 

purchase  bvE^r^  Enard  ^as  outsidt>  z°n«*  Whereas 
tnVtR  ■Estat1es,  Commissioners  in  congested  dis- 
8 —rnl  l .go7614 6,d  zones  as  far  ^ need  be,  23887- 

bv  thf.  lsed  by  ®states  Commissioners  was  borne 
toMvnnfff  rereaS  ingested  Districts  Board  had 
i Vrf  °L^eir  own  income,  23899,-Fair  compio- 
Ser  nS  -S,taf£  wef  *o  bear  loss  incurred  bv  Con- 
„ ted  Districts  Board  up  to  ten  per  cent.,  23901-2.— 

sIle  E zones?  2390?  pm'chaSes  should  made  oat- 

Landowners’  Distrust  of  Estates  Commis- 
sioners. 

objected  strongly  to  the  manner  in 
nmfl^"dACts  were  administered,  and  as  a body 
dlstrasted  Estates  Commissioners,  23912. 
lordT  uHllmt  rePresented  a large  number  of  land- 
lorn  2dfll A mf86  many  sina11  i'°lders  did  not  be- 
sen .l°s®  report  and  evidence  before  pre- 
K W8??  Sh°wed  Partisanship,  partiality,  de- 
.dent  »r  °'todge'  ,tc-  23912. — Witness  willing  to 
“™pt' ,, , ■ , Kavanagh’s  suggestion  and  alter  expres- 
Lnnfimrtmm” ’"nlers  ’ to  iandowners  represented  by 
cmnnZf  invention,  24813,-Witness  desired  to 
sin matter  he  had  become  acquainted  with 
of  , In^.np.bls  raeraorandum,  he  had  had  proofs 
pmcl*  24OT  ™W  tat  docunients  !»  up- 
desired'  MPSl"80'^116  h"01’1'1  mak®  a statement  as 
.•  ’ 24281.  ^Report-  announced  that-  Comims- 

Were  at  variance  amdng  themselves  as  to 
puniary  scope  of  their  functions,  23912,  23925.— 
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Things  were  more  satisfactory  when  different  rules 
and  regulations  were  in  force,  23927. — Proper  rules 
and  regulations  would  enable  Commissioners  to  arrive 
at  better  knowledge  and  decisions,  23929-31,  23935. — 
Former  rules  required  inspectors  to  undergo  a pre- 
liminary examination,  23931-2a. — That  did  not  exist 
now,  23933. — With  result  that  men  sent  out  to  report 
on  prices  were  not  proved  competent,  23934. — If  Com- 
missioners were  guided  by  men  of  competent  know- 
ledge they  would  be  less  likely  to  differ,  23936-40. — 
Prior  to  1903  Sub-Commissioners  were  used  to  make 
fair  values,  24381-2. — Witness  had  confused  inspec- 
tors and  temporary  Assistant  Commissioners,  24409. — 
Assistant  Commissioners  were  borrowed  by  land 
purchasing  authority  prior  to  1903,  24413-5. — 
Landowners  Convention  objected  to  action  of  Govern- 
ment in  reducing  tenure  of  temporary  Assistant 
Commissioners  from  three  years  to  one,  and  in  dis- 
pensing with  Civil  Service  Examination  of  candidates, 
action  was  uncalled  for  and  unjustifiable,  24410, 
24417-8. — If  reduction  was  made  on  recommendation 
of  Land  Commission  it  was  an  argument  in  support 
of  witness’s  objection  to  actions  of  Land  Commission, 
24423-4. — Government  was  under  no  obligation  to  re- 
tain examination,  24432. — Temporary  Assistant  Com- 
missioners first  appointed  on  13th  March,  1899,  24426 
— Witness  gathered  that  Sir  Antony  MacDonnell  had 
said  he  thought  it  very  important  to  have  a per- 
manency of  tenure  to  cope  with  the  difficult  duties 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Department,  24430. 

Difference  of  Opinion  among  Estates  Commis 
sioners. 

Witness  thought  differences  among  Commis- 
sioners were  on  questions  of  fact  and  ques- 
tions of  policy,  largely  on  fact,  23491-3. — Com- 
missioners differed  as  to  instructions  to  in- 
spectors and'  principle  for  estimating  security,  23912. 
— That  was  a question  of  policy,  as  was  also  principle 
for  estimating  security,  23S49,  23950. — Bat  Inspector’s 
Report  to  Commissioners  was  a fact,  23946,  23950.— 
Rules  and  regulations  limited  discretion  of  Commis- 
sioners, 23951. — While  he  considered  that  Commis- 
sioners should  exercise  some  discretion,  23952-5. — He 
thought  that  regulations  of  March,  1906,  conferred 
greater  discretion  on  Commissioners  than  previous 
ones,  23956-7. — And  that  the  wider  the  discretion 
the  more  likelihood  of  differences  of  opinion,  23958-9. 
— Variance  was  a serious  matter  for  landlords,  24050, 
24053. — Of  course  Where  there  was  a difference  of 
opinion  the  majority  must  carry  the  day,  24051-2. 

Principles  followed  by  Commissioners  in  Esti- 
mating Security. 

In  regard  to  principles  for  estimating  security  wit- 
ness’s objections  were  best  embodied  by  reading  Mr. 
Wrench’s  minority  Report,  24061. — Possibly  prin- 
ciple of  fixing  fair  rents  did  nor  come  in  in  prin- 
ciples laid  down  on  page  5,  24062. — Statement  of 
principles  sounded  all  right,  but  the  working  of  them 
was  a different  matter,  24066-8. — Witness  could  not 
give  a single  concrete  case  where  operation  of  prin- 
ciples had  worked  injustice  to  landlord  or  tenant, 
24068. — Remarks  of  Comnresioneirs  with  regard  to 
future  free  importation  of  Canadian  cattle,  etc., 
seemed  to  witness  quite  wrong,  24069. — Landowners 
objected  to  results,  but  had  no  means  of  knowing  how 
Commissioners  arrived  at-  these  results,  24070-1. — All 
estates  sold  through  Estates  Commissioners  were  (a) 
sold  in  the  zones,  (6)  outside  the  zone,  (c)  purchased 
in  Land  Judge’s  Court,  (<?)  sold  direct  under  Section 
6 to  Commissioners,  24072-3. — Estates  sold  within 
zones  formed  the  largest  category,  24074. 

Power  of  Commissioners  to  refuse  to  declare 
a Property  an  Estate. 

In  regard  to  estates  within  the  zones  the  function  of 
Commissioners  in  regard  to  fixing  price  ought  to  be 

urely  ministerial,  24075-6. — They  had  no  means  of 

irectly  defeating  operation  of  zones  except  by  refus- 
ing to  declare  property  an  estate,  but  they  could 
practically  affect  it  by  delaying  to  declare  it  an  estate, 
24077-8,  24970. — Object  of  power  was  to  prevent  any 
undue  intimidation  or  duress,  24972. — Witness  would 
not  impute  malfeasance  to  Commissioners  in  regard  to 
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refusing  to  declare  property  an  estate,  but  he  thought 
there  were  cases  in  which  they  seemed  to  have  refused 
unjustifiably,  24974-7. — Witness  objected  to  Commis- 
sioners’ action  in  regard  to  the  Blake-Foster  estate  and 
any  similar  case  that  might  arise,  24079-81. — -Witness 
did  not  believe  the  Act  gave  Estates  Commissioners 
power  to  exclude  a property  from  zones,  24082. — 
Landowners  had  been  trying  to  get  a case,  but  had 
been  unable  to  do  so,  24083,  24089. — Landowners  said 
that  power  to  declare  a property  an  estate  was  given 
in  order  to  facilitate  sales,  and  it  was  not  unreason- 
able to  ask  Estates  Commissioners  to  declare  property 
an  estate  before  going  to  expense  in  negotiations  which 
might  come  to  nothing,  as  it  was  they  had  to  wait  till 
everything  was  gone  through  and  it  might  take  years, 
it  was  a grievance  that-  deterred  many  men  from  sell- 
ing, 24084,  24170-5,  24181-4,  24194,  24211,  24564.— 
As  soon  as  property  was  declared  an  estate  owner 
could  go  to  his  banker  and  draw  money  on  the  strength 
of  it,  24085. — And  interest  dropped  to  3^,  24086. — 
Landlord  agreed  to  accept  percentage  on  purchase 
money  in  lieu  of  rent,  24176. — And  Estates  Commis- 
sioner's only  paid  him  if  they  got  it  from  the  tenants, 
24177-80. — In  some  cases  landlord  had  been  allowed 
to  collect  interest,  but  it  was  nob  the  rule,  24179. — 
If  in  the  end  the  Estates  Commissioners  refused  to- 
declare  property  an  estate  arrears  would  have  been 
accumulating,  24185,  24188-90,  24208. — Due  to  dif- 
ference between  rent  and  interest  paid  during  interval, 
24186-24210. — Arrears  for  over  two  years  could  not  be 
collected,  24209. — -Tenants  paid  one  year  and  Govern- 
ment one,  24377. — Balance  recoverable  by  civil  pro- 
cess, not  by  ejectment  process,  24212-3. — Interest  al- 
ways below  rent,  24187. — Not  declaring  property  an 
estate  would  prevent  landlord  from  selling  at  all, 
24189,  24191a-3. — Ultimately  when  purchase  money 
was  paid  down  landlord  was  entitled  to  receive  year’s 
rent  in  respect  of  arrears,  24195-6. — Arrears  had  ac- 
crued since  Estates  Commissioners  came  into  opera- 
tion, 24197-200,  24263. — Land  Commission  Report  up 
to  31st  March,  1906,  'highly  satisfactory  and  creditable, 
but  witness  knew  of  cases  of  arrears,  24264-9. — 
There  was  some  advantage  in  allowing  provisional 
state  to  last  in  cases  of  properties  in  rundale,  etc., 
but  there  were  many  disadvantages,  24201,  24983. — 
Advantage  would  only  apply  where  owner  afterwards 
desired  to  exclude  land,  any  outside  land  'he  wished 
to  include  could  be  dealt  with  by  Commissioners  de- 
claring it  to  be  an  estate  by  itself,  24981-2. — 
Under  the  Act,  Commissioners  had  not  authority 
to  provisionally  declare  an  estate,  24202. — Some  of 
the  advantages  could  be  secured  in  other  ways,  and 
owners  of  congested  estates  felt  the  prolonged  uncer- 
tainty as  a great  hardship,  24203. — Landlords  were 
relieved  from  cost  of  collection,  and  though  an  agent 
was  still  needed  to  manage  properly  witness  did  not 
think  many  owners  would  continue  to  pay  full  salary 
when  collection  had  ceased,  24204-7. — Where  lands 
were  sold  direct  to  Estates  Commissioners  sale 
was  voluntary  in  its  inception  and  landlord 
need  not  accept  price  unless  he  chose,  24984-7. — 
But  the  awkward  part  of  it  was  that  tenants  got  wind 
of  price  offered  by  Commissioners  and  resented  going 
on  at  old  rents  if  landlord  refused  to  sell,  24988. — 
Very  difficult  to  avoid  such  a result,  24989-90. — But 
some  more  automatic  arrangement  would  improve 
matters. — Mr.  Wrench  had  been  a Land  Commissioner 
since  1887,  whereas  the  other  two  Commissioners  had 
been  only  three  years  in  Chief  Commission  of  Land 
Commission  Department,  23914. 


Objections  to  Price  per  acre  as  Standard  of 
Comparison. 

Report  abandoned  relative  term  of  years  purchase, 
or  percentage  of  reduction,  and  gave  land  prices  in 
standard  quotation  of  cost  per  acre  and  proceeded  to 
compare  prices  ruling  on  this  basis  before  Act  of 
1903  with  those  under  it,  drawing  conclusion  as  to 
appreciation  that  had  occurred  without  any  attempt 
to  prove  identity  of  things  compared,  23914,  24130-7. 
— Witness  objected  because  it  was  a very  popular  way 
of  indicating  value  of  land,  tenants  would  jump  at  it 
at  once,  24136. — It  was  most  misleading  and  damag- 
ing to  landowners,  24138-9. — Notorious  that  former 
Land  Purchase  Acts  left  untouched  most  properties 
owned  by  solvent  landlords  and  occupied  by  punctual 
tenants,  most  of  the  earlier  transactions  were  in  the 
2/ 
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nature  of  forced  sales,  which  would  under  no  circum- 
stances furnish  a fair  standard,  23914,  24000-1, 
24000-8. — Witness  did  not  say  that  no  solvent  pro- 
perties were  sold,  24002. — Sale  of  Lord  Bath’s  estate 
was  in  nature  of  forced  sale,  24003-5. — More  accurate 
to  say  that  two  kinds  of  estates  were  sold,  encumbered 
estates,  sales  of  which  were  forced  sales,  and  estates 
of  rich,  men  ready  to  sell  at  a loss  in  order  to  get 
out  of  troubles  of  land  owning  in  Ireland,  24009-10. — 
Witness  made  no  statement  that  Commissioners  were 
not  basing  thedr  operations  on  second  term  rents, 
24129,  24142. — Rate  per  acre  under  Act  of 

1903  stared  to  be  £13  4s.,  23914. — Reference 

was  Report  of  Estates  Commissioners,  page 
14,  paragraph  3,  24167. — Tenant  able  to  pur- 

chase fee-simple  of  acre  of  land  for  price  of  a cow 
and  get  a loan  to  pay  for  it,  23914,  24233. — £13  4s. 
a ridiculous  price  for  an  acre,  24234,  24237-8,  24246. — 
Different  conditions  in  Essex  made  comparison  use- 
less, 24235-6. — Impossible  u>  say  without  examination 
whether  apparently  worthless  land  was  overvalued  at 
£13  4s.  per  acre,  24242-3. — Impossible  to  stick  to  one 
average  price  for  an  acre  of  land,  24245. — Witness  ob- 
jected to  acreable  price,  24014,  24042. — It  was  damag- 
ing to  land-owning  classes,  24239-40. 

Mr.  Wyndham’s  Estimate  of  Money  Side  op  Land 
Problem. 


Eramers  of  Act  of  1903  recognised  that  a gap  had 
to  be  spanned  between  what  owners  would  take  and 
what  tenants  would  give,  and  that  prices  would  in- 
crease; Mr.  Wyndham  had  estimated  money  side  of 
land  problem  as  £4,000,000  worth  of  second  term 
rents ; second  term  rents  were  selling  at  24‘8  years’ 
purchase,  23914,  24248.— Nothing  in  the  Act  to  show 
price  at  which  land  should  be  bought,  24126-8. — Mr. 
Wyndham  took  £4,000,000  per  annum  as  highest  esti- 
mate of  total  amount  he  would  have  for  purchase, 
24399-401. — And  therefore  considered  that  lands  should 
be  sold  on  an  average  at  twenty-five  years’  purchase, 
24403-4,  24836,  24839,  24842,  24848.— Mr.  Wyndham 
had  said  the  Bill  provided  incidentally  for  twenty- 
two  years’  purchase  of  second  term  rents,  and  some- 
thing over  eighteen  years’  purchase  of  first  term  rents, 
but  he  was  referring  to  minimum  price  which  Bill  pro- 
vided should  be  paid  to  landlords  plus  the  bonus  in 
cases  within  the  zones,  24842.— Debate  from  which  Sir 
A.  MacDonnell  quoted  was  grounded  on  an  attempt  by 
tenant  party  to  knock  the  bottom  out  of  the  zone 
system,  24847.— When  he  said  that  the  Act  contem- 
plated 25  years  purchase  witness  meant  that  Act 
provided  money  for  sale  of  real  property  whose  rental 
was  known,  and  also  for  zones  in  the  first  section ; 
to  bring  cases  within  zones  bonus  must  be  taken  into 
account  as  well  as  advance  to  tenants  on  which  ten- 
ants paid  interest,  25053. — There  was  provision  for 
going  on  at  a lower  rate  voluntarily,  25055-6.— Wit- 
ness concluded  that  price  of  land  selected  by  Com- 
missioners was  not  a fair  example;  that  so  far  as 
prices  were  higher  the  fact  was  due  to  better  class 
uJ^eV°]d’  23914— Witness  did  not  know  that 
landlords  had  any  desire  to  inflate  prices ; of  course 
they  wanted  the  best  bargain  they  could  get,  24252. 

Increase  in  Price  of  Land  since  Act  of  1903. 

of??riid  a£  *7  years’  Purchase  before  the  Act 

zones  2425^9 f°Th4t  fair  pri?  if  within  the 

t 24253-9.  That  such  increase  of  price  had  been 
foreseen  and  provided  by  framers  of  Act  of  1903,  and 

24015W20.  Wlt"in  imitS  laid  d0Wn  by  them’  23914> 


Security  of  Rental  as  Factor  in  Fixing  Prig 
^I1C?  Slvenwas  based  on  rent,  24022— But  a wel 

araars  weSTong  d‘”  iTali/iS 

account  m fixing  price,  24024  24026  pinn  rc  + 

land^U61  ,and  SoId  in  1993  was  as  good  security  l 
tl7’  ,24M.3-Wib,el  entirety  7dj' 

landlords  p“»,  ™ t!" 


Objections  to  Estates  Commissioners. 

Commissioners  seemed  disposed  to  adopt  worst 
faults  of  the  old  Purchase  Commissioners,  it  should 
be  made  clear  to  them  that  it  was  their  business  to 
facilitate  sales  from  landlord  to  tenant,  not  to  ob- 
struct them,  23914. — Contemptuous  treatment  by  Com"- 
missioners  of  Lord  Lieutenant’s  regulations,  23912* 
24090-6.— Lord  Dudley  was  Lord  Lieutenant ’referred 
to,  23960.— Witness  certainly  not  of  opinion  that  Com- 
missioners should  administer  without  remonstrance 
regulations  which  they  were  convinced  were  illegal 
24049.— Witness  admitted  a certain  amount  of  Irish 
ornamentation  about  that  paragraph  of  his  evidence 
24097-8. — Since  publication  of  Report,  Mr.  Wrench’s 
minority  views  on  certain  points  had  been  supported 
against  majority  of  Commissioners  by  judgments  m 
Court  of  Appeal,  23912-4.— Judge  Ross  upheld  Mr 
Wrench’s  views  by  a statement,  not  a judgment,  23914' 
23798-9,  23988. — Statement  witness  referred  to  was 
statement  in  public  Press,  but  it  now  appeared  that  in 
the  Burrowes  case  they  were  not  aware  of  exact  nature 
of  rents  which  were  second  term  rents,  24103— Judg- 
ment of  Judge  Meredith  in  case  of  J.  D.  Crosbies 
Estate  upset  by  Court  of  Appeal,  23979-83— There 
was  no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  Commissioners 
in  original  reference  to  Judge  Meredith,  23984-92  — 
Judgment  was  so  important  and  differed  so  materially 
from  original  view  of  Commissioners  and  from  judg- 
ment of  their  own  judge  that  it  vitally  affected  sales 
of  estates,  23995. — Cases  quoted  were  relevant  as  ex- 
plaining landowners’  distrust  of  Commissioners 
23997-9— Witness  admitted  that  the  reference  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners  was  a bit  of  Irish  embroidery 
and  thought  he  would  be  justified  in  striking  it  out 
entirely,  24109-13. — Witness  had  no  faith  in  dealing 
with  abstract  ideas,  he  was  contradicting  evidence 
given  by  Estates  Commissioners,  24168. 


Objects  for  which  Grants  should  be  Made. 

Grants  should  be  made  for  fishery  piers,  boats,  and 
equipage;  for  roads,  bridges,  and  improvements  in 
thoroughfares,  and  to  develop  turf  industry,  23825— 
Quarries  and  mines  should  be  opened  wherever  there 
was  a fair  prospect  of  profit,  23825. 


Effect  of  Arrears  on  Price  of  Land. 

Lord  Chancellor’s  judgment  laying  down  that 
arrears  would  be  regarded  in  fixing  price,  and  Lord 
Justice  FitzGibbon's  statement  that  Act  of  1903  re- 
cognised absolutely  the  entering  into  calculation  of 
purchase  money  the  consideration  of  arrears  in 
general,  24114. — Witness  knew  of  no  dissatisfaction 
on  Part  of  landlords  with  advance  limited  to  one 
year,  24115. — Judicial  Commissioners  had  decided 
that  one  year’s  arrears  were  illegal,  24116— Both 
sides  appealed  in  Crosbie  case,  24117— Witness  did 
24123°lame  Estates  Commissioners  in  that  matter, 


Second  Term  Rents  as  basis  for  Price  of  Land — 
Second  Term  Rents  compared  with  Valuation. 


Landlords  were  willing  to  have  second  term  rents 
taken  as  basis  of  purchase  prices,  but  that  was  not  to 
be  considered  as  an  admission  that  they  regarded 
second  term  rents  as  fixed  by  Conrt  as  representing 
real  lettmg  value,  24145. — Prices  of  agricultural  pro- 
buce  had  risen  in  last  ten  or  fifteen  years,  24146— 
inat  would  affect  any  comparison  of  prices  given  for 
land,  24147. — Men  appointed  to  Sub- Commission 
Uourfc  took  great  pains  and  did  the  best  they  could, 
results  probably  as  fair  as  one  could  expect,  24148— 
Witness  did  not  agree  that  rents  were  fixed  on  no 
definite  principle,  24154— He  did  agree  with  Com- 
missioner Baldwin’s  description  of  the  process  as 
(jovernment  letting  loose  eighty-four  men  on  the 
rental  of  Ireland  without  instructions,  24155— Rents 
OAiRA  r?  to  be  ,ta^en  as  basis  of  purchase  price, 
Li'7fio  question  that  second  term  rents  were 
much  below  what  competitive  rent  would  be,  24158.- 
c0™Pet^we  rent  often  occurred,  24160-1— 
Griffith  s valuation  neither  relatively  nor  actually 
a good  guide  to  what  rent  should  be,  much  misleading 
evidence  on  the  subject  had  been  given,  question  bore 
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immediately  on  subject  of  fair  price  and  adequate 
security,  because  second  term  rents  in  aggregate 
nearly  approximated  to  Griffith’s  valuation,  and  if 
that  could  be  shown  to  be  well  below  present  value 
of  lands,  it  would  follow  that  second  term  rents, 
taken  as  a basis  for  purchase,  left  ample  margin  for 
security,  24281. — Griffith’s  valuation  first  started  by 
Townland  Valuation  Act  of  1844,  which  gave  scale 
of  prices  quoted  by  Devon  Commission,  and  com- 
pared by  Mr.  Finucane  with  present-day  prices, 
several  amending  Acts  culminated  in  15  and 
16  Viet.,  s.  63,  1852,  setting  forth  much  reduced 
scale  of  prices  to  be  applied  not  only  to  all  new 
valuations,  but  to  all  valuations  in  process  of  being 
made,  24271,  24281. — There  had  . been  considerable 
increase  in  all  prices  except  wheat,  24281,  24288. — 
Mr.  Finucane  had  corrected  his  mistake  in  regard  to 
scale  of  prices  mentioned  in  Valuation  Act,  but  had 
not  withdrawn  the  argument  he  built  on  it,  24333-6, 
24339-40. — All  figures  revised  under  Act  of  1852  to 
make  them  uniform,  24283. — Act  would  not  apply  to 
valuations  already  made,  but  very  few  were  made, 
24284,  24372-5,  24384. — Devon  Commission  Report  not 
a reliable  document  for  deciding  present  state  of  land- 
lord and  tenant  questions,  since  it  was  compiled 
sixty-two  years  ago,  24290. — Valuation  under  Act  of 
1852  made  an  estimate  of  net  annual  value  of  land 
with  reference  to  statutory  scale  of  prices,  all  rates, 
taxes,  and  public  charges,  except  tithe-rentcharge 
being  paid  by  tenant,  24291,  24297. — Act  of  1852  pro- 
vided that  improvements  effected  within  seven  years 
preceding  valuation  should  not  be  taken  into  account, 
thus  two  and  a half  millions  borrowed  for  land  im- 
provement under  Land  Improvement  Acts,  sums  bor- 
rowed under  Relief  of  Distress  Act,  1881,  etc.,  were 
excluded  from  consideration,  and  Griffith’s  valuation 
must,  in  aggregate,  be  much  below  present  value, 
24291,  24320. — And  therefore  land  was  better  security, 
24321-5. — Amount  of  Board  of  Works  loans  based  on 
estimated  by  the  Board  of  enhanced  value  of  land 
after  money  was  spent,  24365-6. — Loans  for  drainage 
included,  24367. — That  in  itself  established  that  there 
was  an  addition  to  actual  possible  output  of  land, 
24368-70. — Valuation  would  be  higher  than  rent,  be- 
cause valuation  was  not  only  rent,  but  interest  in 
tenant’s  improvements  so  far  as  they  existed  before 
1845,  24388-9. — Great  part  of  improvements  since 
1845  were  landlords’  improvements,  consequently  there 
were  cases  where  rent  exceeded  valuation,  24390. — 
Tenants  also  had  spent  money,  24394. — So  that  one 
might  counterbalance  the  other,  24395-6. — No  ground 
for  concluding  that  land  originally  valued  as  tillage 
land,  and  since  turned  into  pasture  was  too  highly 
valued  because  prices  had  not  fallen  since  1852,  and 
land  had  become  pasture  land  because  stock  was 
found  to  pay  better,  moreover  mixed  farms  were 
valued  on  mixed  system,  and  changed  to  pasture  re- 
duced cost  of  labour,  24291. — Scale  of  wages  of  in- 
dividuals had  gone  up,  but  machinery  made  fewer 
hands  necessary,  24326-7. — Price  of  cereals  had  not 
fallen,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Finucane,  24295,  24344. — Mr. 
Finucane’s  evidence  contradicted  by  Sir  John  Barton, 
24340-3. — Mr.  Henderson  estimated  that  a valuation 
at  close  of  nineteenth  century  would  add  £5,000,000  to 
Griffith’s  valuation  of  £15,466,564,  24291.— Sir  John 
Barton  put  it  at  £3,000,000,  24329-31.— Witness’s 
impression  was  that  the  £300,000  was  the  land  im- 
provement increase,  24332. — Valuation  did  not  repre- 
sent a gross  value  including  tenants’  and  landlords’ 
interest,  24296,  24300. — It  had  nothing  to  do  with 
rent,  24298-9,  24306-7,  24315,  24357-8— And  was  not 
so  uniform  as  to  make  it  useful  in  that  way,  24299, 
l 24354-5. — But  rent  approximated  to  it  more  or 

Jess,  24311. — It  was  merely  valuation  of  agricultural 
producing  powers  of  soil,  24300,  24308-9,  24311— It 
was  before  all  the  Land  Acts,  and  the  landlord  was 
the  entire  owner  of  the  land,  24302-3— Deduction 
was  made  for  cost  of  labour  and  cost  of 
Paction,  24305,  24311,  24318— Valuation  not 
affected  by  whether  the  land  was  held  by  landlord  or 
tenant,  24312-4,  24385. — Tenants’  interest  had  sub- 
sequently to  be  taken  out  of  valuation,  24315— So 
o*«r7re,^T.and  valuation  were  two  different  things, 
^ iJ'~'Vtness  aSrped  that  Poor  Law  valuation 
could  not  be  made  a fair  basis  for  settlement,  24337-9. 
—Valuation  for  taxation  might  be  higher  or  lower 
man  real  valuation,  provided  it  was  relatively  the 
same,  24397-8— Deduction  of  25  per  cent,  from  gross 
cmxkx  n°t  .contained  in  instructions  to  valuers,  24359. 
24363— Sir  R.  Griffith  had  said  in  a letter  that  25 


per  cent,  added  to  his  valuation  would  make  a fair 
rent  or  something  like  that,  it  was  not  an  estimate  of 
rent  or  any  fair  standard,  24361-2. 

Effect  of  Variations  in  Price  of  Produce  and 
Cost  of  Labour  on  Value  of  Land. 

Effects  of  varying  of  price  of  produce  and  cost  of 
labour  on  value  of  land ; assuming  gross  annual  pro- 
duce of  land  to  be  worth  £100,  and  cost  of  production 
to  be  £40,  there  would  be  £60  to  distribute  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  one-third  to  landlord  would  be 
£20,  leaving  £40  for  tenant;  if  value  of  gross  pro- 
duce fell  20  per  cent.,  and  cost  of  production  re- 
mained constant,  landlord  would  get  £13  6s.  8 d.,  and 
tenant  £26  13s.  4d.,  reducing  landlord’s  share  by  33£ 
per  cent. ; conversely  a rise  in  price  of  produce  might 
justify  a similar  rise  in  rent,  that  is,  a rise  or  fall 
in  price  of  produce  would  justify  a much  larger  per- 
centage of  rise  or  fall  in  rent,  24434,  24449. — If  cost 
of  production  increased  by  20  per  cent.,  prices  re- 
maining constant,  cost  of  production  would  be  £48, 
nett  produce  £52,  giving  £17  6s.  8 d.  for  landlord  and 
£34  13s.  4d.  for  tenant,  that  is,  20  per  cent,  increase 
in  cost  of  labour  would  only  cause  decrease  of  13  per 
cent,  in  rent,  24434,  24835,  24865-70. — And  in  general 
rent  diminished  in  less  proportion  than  cost  of  pro- 
duction increased,  24463-5,  24835,  24876. — The  fact 
that  a doubling  in  cost  of  production  reduced 
rent  to  one-third  of  the  original  £20  (a  reduc- 
tion of  66  per  cent.,  24549)  did  not  affect  witness’s 
argument  that  increased  cost  of  production  was  not 
so  potent  a factor  in  reduction  of  rent  as  correspond- 
ing reduction  in  price  of  produce,  24466-88,  24545-7. 
— But  it  would  be  most  misleading  to  say  that  what- 
ever the  increase  in  cost  of  production,  diminution 
of  rent  would  always  be  in  proportion  shown  in  illus- 
tration, 24871-91. — Witness  agreed  that  cost  of  pro- 
duction might  be  treated  as  constant,  but  not  that 
it  was  an  academic  question,  24893. — Producing 

Sower  of  land  itself  had  largely  increased,  prices 
ad  risen,  and  cost  of  production  might  be  treated 
as  constant  on  the  whole,  so  that  Griffith’s  valuation, 
as  a whole,  was  below  what  a re-valuation  would  ex- 
hibit, and  consequently  second  term  rents  offered  a 
perfectly  safe  basis  for  purchase,  25534,  24489,  24516, 
24521. — “ Safe  ” used  in  sense  that  holdings  would 
be  good  security,  24509. — Witness  assumed  that  every- 
thing was  constant  but  prices,  24436-43. — £40  not 
necessarily  a true  figure,  it  might  be  excessive  for 
cost  of  production  on  some  farms,  24445-9. — Witness 
was  not  arguing  to  show  that  second  term  rents  were 
unduly  reduced,  24434,  24450. — Figures  would  be  use- 
ful to  refer  back  to  in  respect  of  what  was  occupation 
interest,  24451-2. — Witness  did  not  intend  to  argue 
that  landlords’  interest  in  every  farm  should  always 
be  one-third,  24460. — Figures  were  simply  an  illus- 
tration, 24456. — Witness  meant  also  to  show  the  in- 
fluence of  cost  of  labour  on  general  value  of  land, 
24490-5. — Cost  of  production  not  uniform,  24496-7. — 
Seventy-two  per  cent,  of  holdings  were  less  than 
thirty  acres,  and  no  outside  labour  would  be  em- 
ployed on  them,  24498-500. — Cost  of  labour  more 
likely  to  influence  value  on  large  farms,  24501-2. — 
Therefore  in  72  per  cent,  of  cases  value  of  holding 
was  not  affected  by  a rise  in  cost  of  labour,  24503-5.— 
And  an  increase  in  cost  would  benefit  the  numerous 
small  holders  who  were  migratory  labourers,  24505. — 
Broadly,  a rise  in  cost  of  labour  meant  additional 
security  or  no  loss  of  security  to  the  State,  24507. 

Safety  of  Rents  Practically  Guaranteed  by  Act 
of  1881. 

By  Act  of  1881,  which  practically  deprived  land- 
lords of  all  power  over  their  land,  it  was  held  out 
as  justification  that  the  Act  would  make  rents  safe 
in  Ireland,  24510-2. — Now  that  it  was  a question  of 
security  to  the  State  in  carrying  out  its  policy  of 
facilitating  transfer  of  land  from  landlord  to  tenant, 
the  State  could  not  urge  that  there  must  be  a diminu- 
tion allowed  in  money  advanced,  because  security  was 
not  good,  24513-5. 

Budget  of  a Holding  Giving  Annual  Produce  of 
£100  Value. 

Class  of  holding  that  would  give  annual  produce 
of  value  of  £100  would  be  a small  mixed  farm,  a 
mixed  farm  of  twenty-five  acres  properly  worked 
2 / 2 
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would  give  £89  12s.,  one  of  thirty-five  acres  £100, 
24522-3. — Extra  labour  required  would  cost  £4  and  £2 
for  keep,  24524. — Labourers  in  the  family  wquld  be 
tenant  and  his  son,  and  probably  other  children, 
24525-6. — One  horse  would  be  kept,  24527-8. — £40  as 
expense  of  labour  would  not  be  far  wrong,  24530-5. — 
Allowing  Is.  6 d.  a day  for  a man’s  wages,  24536, 
24540. — Best  way  of  working  such  a farm  was  for 
crop  to  be  consumed  on  the  farm,  or,  if  sold,  money 
to  go  back  as  food  or  manure,  stock  at  end  of  year 
would  be  worth  £97  10s.,  and  whole  value  of  farm 
would  be  in  value  of  stock  except  for  flax,  24539  — 
Figures  absolutely  arbitrary,  24541. — Cost  of  farm 
servants'  labour  had  gone  up  a good  deal,  but  use  of 
machinery  probably  halved  number  employed,  24542- 
4. — Cost  of  production  depended  entirely  on  kind  of 
farm  and  nature  of  tillage,  on  farm,  suggested  rent 
£11  9s.  8 d.,  Government  valuation  £10,  tenant  would 
receive,  including  his  wages  and  those  of  his  son, 
£80  17s.  4 d.,  24551-4. — Hypothetical  case  carefully 
prepared  by  witness,  24555-60.— He  had  a locality, 
but  not  \ particular  farm  in  mind,  24561-2. — One- 
third  of  profits  going  to  landlord  would  be  a rack- 
rent,  24563. — Higher  than  second  term  rents,  24564. 

Areeaes. 

Mr.  Finucane’s  further  statement  that  rentals 
showed  twenty  years’  arrears  against  tenants  incor- 
rect, 24290. — Witness  would  withdraw  statement  if  it 
was  a mistake,  24291. — Mr.  Finueane  said  that  some 
rentals  showed  these  arrears,  24345. — And  to  put  for- 
ward a thing  of  that  kind  was  to  cast  a slur  on  land- 
lords, 24349. — Landlords  got  criticised  for  their 
generosity,  24353.— Neither  Mr.  Bailey  nor  Mr. 
Finueane  mentioned  that  when  no  gale-day  was 
shown  on  a receipt,  it  was  prima  facie  evidence  that 
rent  was  paid  up  to  date,  24353. 

Effect  on  Saxes  if  Zones  weee  Abolished. 

Abolition  of  zones,  with  object  of  subjecting  all 
holdings  to  inspection  and  possible  revision  of  prices 
agreed  on  between  landlord  and  tenant,  would  intro- 
duce  an  uncertainty  as  to  financial  results  of  sale 
oj2£?  WoS  ~eteLl^den1t  ^ndowners  from  selling, 
24565,  24566-7,  24578.— And  increase  existing  de- 
lays m completion  of  sales,  24565.— Witness  would 
accept  amendment  to  effect  that  landlords  now  having 
mg  opportunity  to  sell  under  section  1 would  not  be 
wise  m selling  if  zones  were  done  away  with,  24586  — 
Relations  between  landlord  and  tenants  were  upset, 
24568-9.— Zones  brought  in  in  1903,  24570.  F 


Falling  o 


r Sales  befoee  1903. 


1ld  not  P^dent  owner  sold  before 

W™l],l8a  et  Wfre  jalllng  off’  and  tJlat  was  why  Mr. 
4 z?.nes’  24571-2,  24579-80,  24582- 

b °f  applications  for  loans  did  not  affect 
question;  applications  came  from  tenants,  true  test 
was  number  of  advances  applied  for,  24581  iSr 

to  £ld2801nnndfSaid  ?non11Ces  declined  from  £1,900,000 
d8?9  t0  19°1.  24581,-Number  of 
applying  had  decreased  from  8,000  to  3 000  in 
last  four  years,  24581,-Decrease  due  in  part  to  ex 
pectation  of  coming  legislation,  25062,  25K12-3  —And 

gg  °«ff  is 

alerted  WlorS  Sd  LLd Vp“"which  M r“w  "ll 
“ high”as  £U3‘fS”ll^  ’’SKT* Foffi™6  > 
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cause  for  decrease  w»o  Another 

landlords  were  squeezed  out!  250884o" 

•till  embarrassed  landlords  in  Ireland  “Si  M r T 
lords  who  had  sold  either  had  oK  ;50iX‘L*"d; 
sources  ot  income  or  they  wo»  .an<1 
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of  these  three  classes  giving  out,  24581.— When  Act 
of  1903  was  introduced  it  was  common  knowledge  that 
market  for  estates  in  Ireland  was  exhausted,  24166  — 
Although  amounts  advanced  were  pretty  ’ un;  form 
averaging  £1,500,000  a year  for  five  years  preceding 
1903,  applications  had  practically  ceased,  24214-9  — 
And  in  any  case  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to 
facilitate  and  increase  purchase,  24220.  s 

Meaning  of  Net  Income. 

Mr.  Finueane  thought  a full  and  generous  price 
for  tenanted  land  compulsorily  sold  would  be  a 
sum  which,  including  bonus,  would  yield  normal  net 
income  actually  obtained  during  preceding  five  or  -ten 
years,  24564.— Net  income  here  had  quite  a different 
meaning  from  net  income  in  Report  of  Commis- 
sioners, where  it  was  said  to  mean  gross  second  term 
rental,  less  cost  of  collection  and  management  and 
bad  debts,  24564,  24587. — Passage  occurred  on  naze  7 
of  Report,  24588-90.  p 8 

Pkice  of  Land;  Land  Conference  Terms. 

Land  Conference  recommended  gross  rental,  less  ten 
per  cent,  if  incurred  for  cost  of  collection,  etc. 
24591-4. — Act  had  not  carried  out  those  terms,  24595.’ 

Effect  of  Boycotting. 

Certain  circumstances,  such  as  boycotting  or  inti- 
midation, might  have  made  lands  valueless  to  owner 
and  if  price  was  reckoned  on  income  actually  ob- 
taln.ecd’  he  would  get  nothing  in  respect  of  such  lands, 
24&96-7.— There  were  lands  lying  derelict  owing  to 
IgS1™*,  24S98-9. — In  Leitrim  and  Clare, 
24501.-2.— Witness  could  not  name  estates  without 
asking  his  informants,  24604.— By  derelict  lands  wit- 
ness meant  to  say  lands  let  on  eleven  months’  agree- 
ment which  tenants  refused  to  take  on  a second  year 
so  that  rent  would  either  not  appear  at  all  or  would 
appear  at  much  lower  figure,  24815-8,  24828-30  — 
®®tter,.tf„sa/  “ unoccupied  ” or  “untenanted,”  not 
derelict  farms,  24831-4.— Derelict  farms  did  exist, 
out  not  to  any  large  extent,  24833. 

Net  Income  not  a Fair  Basis  of  Calculation. 

Finueane  of  his  original  defi- 
. ,stl11  left  . absolutely  optional  to  whatever 
aJ“honty  was  appointed  to  say  how  much  should  be 
wW  ti‘klng  secofd  term  gross  rent  as  net  income 
was  regulated  by  column  in  rental,  24824.— 
nil',/  mJiy,ape  would  deduct  costs  of  going  into  court, 
wras  unreasonable,  24605.— If  income 
was  to  be  basis  of  calculation,  witness  stood  for  Land 
Conference  view,  24606,  24608-9.— No  reason  or  justice 
^Lxfln?atl?g  sellln8  value  of  land  at  price  that 
,fcure  present  income.  Since  owner 
m • Possession  of  fee,  and  proprietor  of 
timber,  quarries,  gravel  pits,  turf-bog,  marls,  clays, 

righS  2e45M  r°ya  tles,  every  kind,  and  sporting 
, - g “4664.  Owner  had  also  right  to  his  prospec- 

®. are  c15!  mcreased  value  of  land,  due  to  extension 
“y  *se  of  towns,  new  means  of  communication,  etc., 
and  general  advance  of  civilisation,  24564.— Railways 
2461?Verw-<feVe^°plng  effect  in  a backward  country, 
nrosner>t3ltniSS  was  not  going  to  estimate  value  of 
Pu°fp^tlve  adyance  m civilisation ; his  argument  was 
this  am  accePtiug  net  income  landowners  sacrificed 
l.?e  aS8  °tber  things,  24613-24,  24627.— It  was 
of  rnnu^i-011  * estimate  than  effect  of  introduction 
mentoriian/att>  24&25-6. -There  were  also  senti- 
= ^°nS,lde^tl0?S’  ?4564>  24628-30. — Which  weiv 
Mr  gwtiby  t^e,Land  Conference,  24564,  24631.— 
zone  svstp*^aiin  + ‘ met,  that  by  arranging  bonus  and 
‘‘vstem^wpro’  ,but  would  be  counter-balanced  if  zone 
system  were  done  away  with,  24631-2. 

Estate  en  bloc  Better  Security  than  Separate 
Holdings. 

Uoc  migH  blMenHy  be  better  seenritj 
of  thHp6?  *i  if1???111*  of  purchase  money  than  some 
to  tn  JZ  3 h°ldingS  severaUy  considered  in  relation 
in  P Purchase  money  allocated  on  each  hold- 

iwn’erdTvfpaSe  u security  in  no  way  attributable  to 
> ought  not  to  be  mulcted  on  that  account, 
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24633-41.—  Some  of  the  poor  holdings  might  not  be 
good  security,  24633-9.— Uneconomic  holdings  not  as 
good  security  as  good  land,  24640. — Interest  on  mort- 
gages on  Irish  land  not  less  than  five  per  cent.,  24644. 
—Amount  of  mortgage  advance  on  ordinary  estate 
probably  less  than  half  its  value,  24646.— If  tenant 
were  really  part  owner  and  landlord  simply  a rent- 
charger,  landlord  should  be  entitled  to  rent  in  full, 
whatever  the  fluctuations  in  profits,  24564. 

Purchase  under  BsiGHr  Clauses  or  Act  or  1870. 

Under  Bright  clauses  of  Act  of  1870,  Treasury,  at 
suggestion  of  Irish  Board  of  Works,  fixed  twenty- 
four  years'  purchase  of  tenement  valuation  as  stand- 
ard price  of  land,  and  sanctioned  advance  of  two- 
thirds  of  loan  to  tenant;  price  increased  to  twenty- 
seven  years’  purchase  in  1871,  to  thirty  years’  pur- 
chase in  1872;  thirty  years’  purchase — a basis  of  cal- 
culation of  Treasury  advance — no  limit  to  price  to  be 
given,  and  that  did  not  come  up  to  full  value  of 
holding  in  many  cases,  24565,  24647-50,  24667-71. — 
Transactions  took  place  in  1871  or  1872,  which  were 
prosperous  years,  24651-4.— Since  then  rent  had  gone 
down  forty  per  cent.,  24655-7,  24686-90.—  Reduction 
of  twenty  per  cent,  on  second  term  rents  and  twenty 
per  cent,  on  first  term  rent  worked  out  at  thirty-six 
per  cent,  on  the  two,  not  forty,  24850.— Tenants  were 
paying  five  per  cent,  interest  instead  of  3£  as  at  pre- 
sent, 24850.— Which  gave  a reduction  of  thirty-five 
per  cent.,  and  left  security  within  one  per  cent,  of 
what  it  was  before,  24851-9. — Landlords  would  be 
content  with  thirty  years'  purchase  of  Griffith’s  valua- 
tion, 24659-62,  24677-8,  24850.— Valuation  had  not 
altered,  24663.— Tenanted  land  sold  at  much  higher 
figure  in  1871  than  now,  24672.— Price  might  have 
gone  to  forty  or  fifty  years;  two-thirds  of  sum,  not 
exceeding  thirty  years’  purchase,  was  only  limit  put 
by  Treasury  to  advance,  24673-6,  24679-85,  24693. — 
Treasury  estimate  not  a safe  guide  to  fair  price  on 
value  of  holding;  Commissioners  were  looking  at  the 
matter  from  point  of  view  of  security  for  the  State, 
witness  from  that  of  fair  price  for  landlord,  24690-3. 
—Numbers  of  tenants  bought  at  thirty  years’  pur- 
chase, 24694,  24860. — So  far  witness  had  been  refer- 
ring to  price  of  untenanted  land,  24695. — Witness 
did  not  agree  that  eighteen  years’  purchase  would  be 
equivalent  of  thirty  years’  purchase  of  poor  law 
valuation  when  rents  were  thirty-six  per  cent,  higher, 
24864.— Fact  that  Bright  purchasers  had  sought  re- 
lief did  not  prove  that  they  had  bought  too  high; 
when  it  came  to  looking  for  better  terms  very  few 
people  would  admit  that  they  could  meet  any  instal- 
ments, 25048-52. 

Fair  Price  tor  Tenanted  Land. 

With  regard  to  fair  price  for  tenanted  land,  price 
was  arrived  at  by  mutual  agreement  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  24697. — And  if  price  fell  within  the  zone 
there  was  supposed  to  be  sufficient  security  for  ad- 
vance, 24698. — If  compulsory  system  were  adopted, 
Land  Conference  terms  would  be  the  equitable  price — 
practically  second  term  rents  secured,  24701. 

Tribunal  to  Fix  Prices. 

Landowners  would  object  to  fixing  of  prices  by  a 
new  tribunal;  such  tribunal  sure  to  be  affected  by 
extraneous  influence,  24702-4. — Certain  fixed  number 
•of  years’  purchase  would  be  better  if  a practical  ar- 
rangement could  be  made,  24705,  24707. 

Second  Term  Rents  as  Basis  for  Price. 

Witness  did  not  approve  of  Mr.  Finucane’s  pro- 
posal to  classify  estates  and  give  landlord’s  rate  of 
interest  according  as  estate  was  good  or  bad  security, 
‘24705-6. — Some  rough-and-ready  method  had  to  be 
adopted;  best  would  be  to  take  second  term  rent  as 
fair  rent,  and  capitalise  that,  so  as  to  yield  that 
second  term  income  to  landlord,  24708-9,  24948, 
24713-4. — Landlords  would  be  satisfied,  24802,  25065-8, 
‘25117. — But  they  would  not  be  getting  full  value  of 
their  properties,  25065. — Price  to  be  paid  would  in- 
clude bonus,  24805,  24811. — It  would  not  work  to  fix 
so  many  years’  purchase  on  an  arbitrary  scale, 
24710-2. 
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Rate  of  Interest  at  which  Purchase  Money 
should  be  Invested. 

If  money  were  invested  at  3£  per  cent,  that  ought 
to  be  satisfactory,  24715-6. — Personally  witness  would 
ask  for  Land  Conference  terms,  3 or  3£  per  cent-.,  but 
Landlords’  Convention  declared  themselves  content 
with  3g  per  cent.,  25032-3. — Good  deal  of  land  sold 
was  tied  up  in  marriage  settlements,  25035. — In  case 
of  land  not  settled  it  would  still  be  necessary  to  fix 
3j,  per  cent,  limit  if  security  was  to  be  equally  good, 
25037,  25040. — Witness  would  like  to  know  where  he 
could  get  4£  per  cent,  on  United  Kingdom  Railway 
Stock,  25038,  25040. — -Witness  would  hardly  consider 
four  per  cent,  safe;  Representative  Body  of  Church 
of  Ireland,  with  three  millions  on  mortgage  on  Irish 
Land,  which  bore  fairly  high  interest,  could  barely 
touch  four  per  cent.,  taking  all  their  investments 
together,  25043,  25047,  25105-10. — They  always  took 
trustee  securities,  25044. — Nearly  all  the  mortgages 
were  in  Ireland,  25108. — They  looked  forward  to  losing 
£30,000  a year  when  mortgages  were  paid  off,  25110. 
— Compulsory  purchase  by  reducing  power  of  mort- 
gaging land  would  reduce  landlords’  prospects  of 
averaging  interest  at  four  per  cent.,  or  near  it,  25111. 
— Sum  to  be  invested  would  include  bonus,  24717. — • 
Not  compulsion,  but  voluntary  sale  dealt  with, 
24954,  25116. — Income  taken  to  be  represented  by 
second  term  rents  or  their  equivalent,  24718,  25151-4. 

Deductions  for  Net  Income. 

Deductions  for  net  income  should  be  whatever  had 
been  expended  up  to  a limit  of  ten  per  cent.,  24719, 
24722,  24957. — That  was  Land  Conference’s  recom- 
mendation, 24722-3,  25148. — Land  Conference  based 
their  advice  on  second  term  rents,  25155. — Their  terms 
were  not  carried  out,  25156. 

Price  which  would  satisfy  Landlords 

Landlords  would  be  satisfied  if  on  completion  of 
sale  they  received  such  a capital  sum  in  cash  as 
would,  when  invested  in  a 3i  per  cent,  security,  give 
them  an  income  equal  to  their  net  income  derived 
from  second  term  rents ; this  should  be  over  and  above 
all  costs  incidental  to  sale,  24955,  24998,  25014. — 
That  was  sum  mentioned  plus  bonus,  or,  if  these 
costs  were  borne,  without  bonus,  24956. — All  loss  of 
income  during  progress  of  sale  should  also  be  covered, 
and  where  there  were  solvent  arrears,  equitable  addi- 
tion should  be  made  to  purchase  money  to  compen- 
sate for  their  cancellation,  24957. — Extraneous  sources 
of  revenue,  such  as  sporting  rights,  timber,  etc., 
would  not  be  covered,  24958,  25000. — Sporting  rights 
would  not  be  put  on  same  security  as  second  term 
rents,  25001-2. — There  must  be  some  sort  of  tribunal 
to  investigate  and  decide  on  such  matters  as  sporting 
rights,  25123-8. — Witness  made  no  claim  for  equity 
of  redemption,  24999. 

Costs  of  Sale. 

Costs  of  sale  would  be  about  10  per  cent.,  25006. — 
Lawyer’s  cost  2 per  cent.,  negotiating  fees  with  agents 
and  settling  with  employes  on  estate  3 per  cent-.,  sur- 
veyor 1 per  cent.,  loss  during  progress  of  sale  and 
interest  on  bonus  4 per  cent.,  25008-12. — Four  per 
cent,  for  loss  during  progress  of  sale  would  be  an 
entirely  under  estimate  if  cash  was  not  forthcoming 
for  five  years,  25013. — Cost  of  investment  not  in- 
cluded in  expenses  of  sale,  owner  might  pay  that 
himself,  25074-5. — Landlord  only  got  interest  on  a 
portion  of  purchase  money,  and  he  had  to  drop  rent 
from  last  gale  day  to  date  of  signing  agreement, 
25014. 

Price  should  be  Calculated  on  Gross  Rental,  not 
Gross  Rents  Received. 

By  gross  second  term  rents  witness  meant  second 
term  rents  as  fixed  by  Sub-Commission  Court,  25017-8. 
— Price  should  be  calculated  on  gross  rental,  not  on 
gross  rents  received,  25021-2. — Allowances  could  be 
made  for  special  cases,  25023. — If  these  existed  to  any 
large  extent  estates  where,  owing  to  poverty  of  ten- 
ants, bad  seasons,  etc.,  owners  as  a permanent  thing 
got  gross  second  term  rents  minus  fifteen  per  cent, 
or  so,  those  would  have  to  be  treated  as  exceptional 
cases,  25023a,  25073,  25029-30. — Such  landlords  would 
not  be  unreasonable,  25028. 
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Bad  Debts. 

Bad  debts  not  included  in  ten  per  cent,  allowed  for 
collection,  etc. ; landlords  were  not  asking  anything 
for  bad  debts,  25069-71. — Circumstances  detailed  in 
return  by  Monsignor  M ‘Glynn  dealing  with  certain 
property  in  townland  of  Willy,  in  Donegal,  were 
absolutely  exceptional,  25072. — In  speaking  of  net 
income  as  basis  for  sale,  witness  was  referring  ex- 
clusively to  tenanted  land,  25112-5. 

Arrangement  for  Valuing  Assets  other  than 
Agricultural  Rental. 

Income  would  be  ascertained  from  rent-book, 
24720-1. — Many  landlords  spent  money  on  their  pro- 
perty, not  for  their  own  gratification  or  profit,  wit- 
ness wished  to  guard  against  saying  anything  to 
injure  class  who  could  not  stand  reduction  of  10  per 
cent.,  24724-7. — Law  costs  incurred  in  connection  with 
political  agitations  should  be  withdrawn,  24727-30— 
Ten  per  cent,  should  cover  everything,  24731-2. — Some 
method  of  valuing  sporting  rights  could  be  found, 
24734-8. — Or  landlord  could  retain  them,  but  it  was 
more  satisfactory  to  sell,  24739.— Quarries,  etc.,  would 
be  treated  in  same  way  as  agricultural  property, 
valuable  bog  where  tenants  were  secured  on  buying 
out  would  have  to  be  subject  of  special  agreement, 
24740-2. — Where  there  were  other  things  than  agri- 
cultural rental  to  be  considered,  there  would  have  to 
be  some  arrangement  by  which  landlord  could  appear 
before  somebody,  24743,  25123-8. 

Mortgaged  Estates. — Method  ox  Calculating 
Price. 

Difficulty  in  dealing  with  mortgaged  estates,  years’ 
purchase  required  to  provide  fair  price  in  case  of 
unmortgaged  estates.  Witness  would  not  deduct  in- 
terest on  mortgage  to  get  net  income,  because  when 
an  estate  was  sold  all  mortgages  and  charges  were 
lifted  off  the  land  and  attached  to  money  for  which 
it  was  sold,  bank  authorities  would  pay  ofi  all 

9aRofonxndT^nf  0V?r  remainder  t0  o^er,  24751-9, 
24893-903.  If  interest  on  mortgage  was  deducted  from 
income,  owner  was  mulcted  twice,  24762,  24904  — 

24763° r^247R^f  Val?6  °£Ce  * chanSed  owners, 

fh.24783‘T^  d should  one  set  of  tenants  • 
94001  o ^ne  th’ng  ch®aPer  than  another  set?  24906, 
+S  g Tenants  WOuld  get  tb“ty-three  instead  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  reduction,  24772a-8.— Tenant 
would  not  have  to  pay  a larger  sum  where  there  was 
a mortgage,  24786.— Tenant  did  not  pay  interest  on 
bo™,,  24776,  24789-90. — Matter  7 
price  of  property ; income  considered  only  in  order 
to  6*  price,  24972-5. — Two  item,  to  be  considered  <S 
introduction  of  compulsion,  land  was  taken  and  nri™ 
*"  fired,  24798.— Yiews  expressed  bywitneffl’on 

£7t°  Z ZL  i?  °”  merel?i  he  ™ 

•>»«■»  it  „„  mortgaged,  wSSd  hl™ 

ObiectimmtlStCOmpl“?li  Ss?mst;  tenants,  25003-4— 
24910  5 3^'t  m i.  ,clear  his  estate,  24907-8 

a r,e  r r * vf = 

same  p rondure  followed between °J 

under  zones  system,  249l9._wSn^  d^dw.  ^ 
compulsory  powers  should  be  used  to  infltot  * -e  -why 
on  owner  to  which  ho  „ Tj  , , lct  an  injury 
voluntary  sale,  24931  T»Pdn  +'  n°*  hable  under 
of  interest  on  Ses gross  income 
price  was  arrived  af  woSld  be  S for  _ calculating 
and  unjust  in  practice  25157  uf<?ound  in  principle 
to  tenant  as  cheaply  as  uSC'Adva^ta#eous  to  seU 
were  done  to  landlord  24923  ’ T?r°V1£ed  fuI1  iustice 
gether  from  charge  npon  rt'^0156^ apart  alt°- 
sum,  and  full  juftice  Pwould  ml?  a C,ertain 
were  sold  for  that  sum,  24924  7 b!]done  nnless  it 
hered,  landlord  got  £100  a Although  encum- 

sale,  24928-30. — Witness  was  ,17  m°re  ,than  before 
matters  by  givinj  more  to  e^a^ 

assi-jr  3 £ 

“ rt“h  b0"“  **«.  24S37“VSInTi 
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to  bridge  a gap  assumed  to  exist  on  .n 
claasc  of  estates,  24938.  When  it  came  to  oL,S 
sion,  tampering  with  bonus  was  rather  a serious  w 
ter,  24939  -It  *>nM  be  a very  niee  enaSS 
tenants,  but  bonus  was  given  to  assist  kndl£o 

xs  2“i3-Boi™s  ™ *****  s rs; 

Uneconomic  Holdings  treated  as  Agricultural 

Uneconomic  holdings  if  not  agricultural  were  resi 
dences,  and  as  such  excluded  from  the  Act  so  tW 
were  treated  as  agriculeural,  25157— Such  ’ holding 
had  their  value  as  homes  m the  country,  25157  25167 
—Many  uneconomic  holdings  in  process  of  establish’ 
so6 great  251579rS'  C°ttages  wliere  amenities  were  not 

Uneconomic  Holdings  as  Security  for  Advances. 

Uneconomic  holdings  excellent  security  in  maa, 
cases  for  State  advances,  25164,  25171-2— Case  where 
tenancies  sold  for  £2,194,  estate  for  £1,901,  25164-5*1 
—Rent  could  not  be  got  out  of  land  itself,  25166  — 
Table  °f  sales  m Donegal  of  holdings  rented  at  from 
12s.  downwards  showed  prices  from  23  to  66? 
years  purchase  on  an  estate  that  was  striped  such 
sales  meant  stereotyping  paupers,  25168— No  room 
for  large  improvements,  25168a— Prices  quite  un 
accountable  ; men  regarded  land  as  easiest  way  of 
making  a living,  and  would  sooner  put  their  money  in 
that  than'  anything  else,  25170.  7 

Landlord’s  and  Tenant’s  Interest. 

kandlord’s  inder^  ™as  measured  by  rent,  25176, 
20182-0— It  landlords  interest  were  one-sixth  and  sold 
at  12  years  purchase,  tenant’s  interest  would  not 
always  sell  for  a greater  sum  beoause  landlord’s  inte- 
rert  was  m fee  of  holding  as  well  as  in  rent,  25177-8 
—tenant  not  farming  properly  cut  down  rent  by  fail- 
mg  to  develop  producing  powers  of  the  land,  25179- 
j anything  beyond  actual  rent  and 

all  undeveloped  powers  of  the  soil,  25184-8. 

, Occupation  Interest  in  Untenanted  Land. 

In  regard  to  untenanted  land,  tenant  right  was  a 
real  and  valuable  asset,  Ulster  right  differed  some- 
what from  analogous  customs  elsewhere  in  Ireland, 
■but,  generally  speaking,  since  Act  of  1870,  Ulster 
tenant  right  and  any  analogous  customs  had 
1 . u legalised,  and  Act  of  1881  gave  every  tenant  the 
his  occupation  interest  to  the  highest 
hidder,  25188— Existence  of  occupation  interest 
proved  by  fact  that  owner  of  farm  which  tenant  had 
surrendered  or  from  which  he  had  been  bought  out 
paid  income  tax  both  as  owner  iand  occupier,  more- 
over witness  had  himself  sold  occupation  interest  of 
two  farms  for  £255,  25209-10. — Occupation  interest 
more  valuable  in  case  of  small  holdings  because  there 
was  more  demand  for  them,  hut  in  all  cases  where 
interest  as  well  as  fee  was  in  owner’s  hands  value  of 
bolding  was  considerably  increased,  25188— Measur- 
ing  tenant  right  by  number  of  years’  purchase  of  rent 
25^81SUa^  urtexly  absurd  and  unfair  to  owners,. 

Presumption  of  Improvement  on  Tenant’s  Side 
WITH  CERTAIN  EXCEPTIONS. 

Mr.  Finucane  said  that  whatever  the  pre- 
sumption of  the  law,  the  tenant  had  in  fact  to  prove 
that  improvements  were  his,  hut  in  witness’s  own 
case  as  tenant  under  Lord  Southwell  of  some  fields- 
near  Letterkenny,  Sub-Commission  fixing  judicial  rent 
made  reduction  of  more  than  50  per  cent.,  26188- 
9.  Improvements  set  out  in  schedule  put  in  by  wit- 
ness and  deduction  of  £2  2s.  from  gross  rent  for  wit- 
ness^ improvements,  25285,  25292— Though  he  swore 
tti  I0U?  he  had  made  none,  25293-4,  25298-301.— In 
Ulster  tenant  right  cases  all  presumption  of  improve- 
ments, was  on  tenant’s  side,  25286,  25295.— In  other 
oases  there  were  certain  exceptions,  improvements 
made  prior  to  1850  had  to  be  proved  by  tenant,  also- 
those  made  on  estates  kept  up  on  English  system; 
tenant  got  no  credit  for  improvements  for  which  he 
had  been  compensated,  25295— Valuer  was  sent  to  fix 
a fair  rent  and  then  deduct  15  per  cent,  as  security, 
oc-mn^  f?mainder  as  basis  of  purchase  price,  25188, 
aTld  unreliable  method,  25191-2,  25194- 
5,  26204a,  25207— At  present  landlord  was  not  com- 
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pelled  to  accept  the  offer,  25192a. — But  system  tended 
to  make  sales  less  frequent  than  they  would  otherwise 
be,  25206. 

Extent  to  which  Compulsion  already  Existed. 

An  element  of  compulsion  came  in  where  estates 
consisted  of  both  tenanted  and  untenanted  land  and 
Estates  Commissioners  refused  to  declare  property  an 
estate  unless  untenanted  land  was  sold  with  it,  25196- 
202.— Witness  was  under  impression  that  same  thing 
was  done  outside  congested  estates,  25203. — Commis- 
sioners had  refused  to  declare  a property  belonging 
to  father  of  the  O’ Conor  Don  an  estate  unless  he  sola 
with  it  400  acres  of  grazing  land  in  another  district, 
25204. — There  was  also  compulsion  by  tenants  who 
had  settled  their  bargain  with  the  landlord  and  were 
pressing  him  to  complete  sale,  25208. — Witness  would 
prefer  downright  compulsion  if  fixing  value  was  an 
automatic  thing  agreed  on  beforehand,  25216. 

Tribunal  to  Fix  Price  in  event  op  Compulsory 
Powers  being  Granted. 

He  would  not  like  to  see  Estates  Commissioners  as 
at  present  constituted  given  distinct  powers  of  com- 
pulsion, 25217-9,  25225,  25238.. — He  would  prefer  com- 
pulsion with  a sound  tribunal,  an  independent  judge 
of  the  High  Court,  25220-6. — There  should  be  an  ap- 
peal to  some  outside  body  not  part  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission, 25226-7. — It  would  be  possible  to  set  up  a tri- 
bunal which  would  command  landlords’  confidence, 
25228. — If  it  could  be  kept  off  political  lines,  25230. — 
If  Court  was  to  be  constructed  for  the  purpose  there 
would  be  great  temptation  to  run  .it  on  political  lines, 
25231. — Bench  of  three  judges  of  existing  High  Court 
would  do,  25232-3,  25283. — Landlords  would  be  satis- 
fied with  such  a Court,  25234. — Price  would  be  fixed 
in  first  instance  by  a lower  tribunal,  25237. — Which 
should  be  free  from  political  influences  and  employ 
competent  valuers,  25239,  25244. — Landowners  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  Estates  Commissioners  as  Court 
of  First  Instance,  25245-7. — Commissioners  would 
themselves  be  parties  to  the  suit,  25251-7. — Land  Com- 
mission needed  more  rules  to  guide  them,  but  they  did 
the  best  they  could,  25248,  25259,  25261.— Land- 
owners  might  object  to  them  as  a Court  of  First 
Instance  that  they  had  been  cutting  rents  very  low, 
25249. — Land  -Commission  might  be  a satisfactory 
tribunal,  but  not  if  Lay  Assistant  Commissioners 
were  valuers,  25258-60.— Witness  really  had  in  his 
mind  an  arrangement  which  did  not  exist,  25262-3.— 
Very  important  that  Court  of  First  Instance  should 
command  confidence  in  order  to  render  appeals  more 
rapid,  25264-6. — Personally,  witness  thought  Judge 
Fitzgerald’s  Court  would  be  a fair  tribunal,  the  best 
that  could  be  had,  25267-9,  25282. — As  at  present 
constituted,  25271-2. — Whoever  was  fixed  on  ought 
to  be  in  a judicial  position,  25270.— Great  stress 
should  be  laid  on  qualifications  and  standing  of 
valuer  employed,  25272. — In  speaking  of  compulsion, 
Witness  spoke  for  himself  only,  he  had  no  brief 
from  landlords,  25244. 

Land  available  for  Relief  of  Congestion  if  a Fair 
Price  were  offered. 

Land  for  relief  of  congestion  could  be  eccruired 
without  compulsion  if  a fair  price  were  offered,  25277. 
Landowners  would  not  object  to  compulsion  if  men 
would  not  sell  on  fair  terms  within  a reasonable 
time,  25278-9. — Cases  not  agreed  on  would  go  before 
a tribunal  of  first  or  second  instance,  25281. 

Income  Tax  Assessment  as  a Guide  to  Value  of 
Occupation  Interest  in  Untenanted  Land. 

Income  tax  assessment  was  a guide  as  to  value  of 
untenanted  land,  Schedule  A represented  ownership, 
and  full  rate  of  tax  was  assessed  under  it  on  valua- 
tion of  all  lands  on  which  payer  was  owner ; Sche- 
dule B represented  occupation,  and  one-third  of  tax 
was  assessed  under  it  on  all  lands  occupied  by  owner, 
it  followed  that  Inland  Revenue  Authorities  added 
one-third  of  Government  valuation  for  occupation  in- 
terest ; income  tax  assessment  should  be  taken  as  re- 
presenting net  income  from  untenanted  land,  but 
vendor  should  have  option  of  proving  that  his  net  in- 
come should  be  taken  at  a higher  figure,  25303-25343. 
—Government  adopted  it  as  basis  of  taxation,  there- 
fore it  should  not  object  to  it  as  basis  of  price,  25306. 
—Witness  was  referring  only  fo  untenanted  land, 
"309-15. — Income  tax  basis  suggested  by  Land- 
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owners’  Convention,  25344-5. — On  this  basis  un- 
tenanted property  of  £100  poor  law  value  capitalised 
at  3£  per  cent  should  seE  for  £3,400,  grazing  ranches 
were  good  land ; witness  had  no  doubt  Estates  Com- 
missioners could  recover  the  £3,400,  25351-4. — AE 
considerations  weighing  with  Estates  Commissioners 
operated  to  beat  down  price  for  owner  except  the  ab- 
stract one  of  justice  between  man  and  man,  abstract 
view  very  likely  to  be  discounted  ; practicaEy  impossible 
for  anyone  to  be  -fair  under  the  circumstances,  25634. 
— Nothing  unreasonable  in  deducting  certain  per- 
centage for  cost  of  collection,  etc.,  25316. — 10  per 
cent,  would  be  upper  limit,  25317-8. — Valuation 
taken  as  basis  because  it  approximated  to  second 
term  rents,  25322. — Sale  of  tenanted  land  would  be 
calculated  on  basis  of  second  term  rents,  25325. — Diffi- 
culty in  way  of  ascertaining  second  term  rents  in 
case  of  untenanted  land  and  adding  one-third  was 
that  provision  for  fixing  second  term  rents  in  land 
code  appEed  only  to  tenanted  land,  25323. — Standard 
of  second  term  rents  on  similar  land  in  same  county 
might  approximate,  hut  it  would  be  difficult  to  ar- 
rive at,  25324,  25327-30. — Average  based  on  second 
term  rents  throughout  the  country  would  not  be  very 
fair  to  owners  deriving,  much  of  their  income  from 
grass  lands,  25331-2. 

Competition  of  Foreign  Cattle. 

In  practice  rents  were  not  unstable,  25333. — Cattle 
dealers  not  much  in  fear  of  Free  Trade  in  cattle,  etc., 
25337. — Witness  thought  large  holders  would  suffer 
most  from  competition  of  Canadian  and  Argentine 
cattle,  25340. — There  was  a limit  in  breaking  up  of 
grass  lands  beyond  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
go  in  interests  of  country  at  large,  25340-2. 

Lack  of  Confidence  in  Estates  Commissioners. 

Plenty  of  land  would  be  offered  for  sale  if  fair  price 
were  offered,  delays  and  losses  removed,  and  if  land- 
lords’ confidence  in  tribunal  were  restored,  25355-6. — 
Witness  not  at  all  sure  that  Estates  Commissioners 
enjoyed  confidence  of  tenants,  25357,  25361. — Land- 
lords certainly  had  no  confidence  in  Commissioners, 
25363. — Landowners’  Convention  entirely  disagreed 
with  Mr.  Bailey’s  views,  25380. — As  between  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  and  Commissioners  tenants  in- 
variably preferred  whichever  gave  lower  prices, 
25358-60. 

Professor  Campbell’s  Evidence  about  Grazing 
Lands. 

Professor  Campbell’s  evidence  about  grazing  lands 
not  reaUy  in  opposition  to  witness’s  evidence,  25366. 
— He  began  by  omitting  Meath  lands  and  all  simEar 
grazing  lands,  but  said  they  could  be  cultivated,  of 
course,  but  at  a loss  for  four  or  five  years,  25365-8. — 
Strong  land  much  better  as  grass  land  than  under 
tillage,  25369. 

Registration  of  Title;  Clearing  Titles. 

Great  and  avoidable  delay  in  clearing  titles,  25370. 
— Congested  Districts  Board  should  be  afforded 
means  of  clearing  equities,  25378-9. — There  was 
no  registration  of  title  before  1891,  25370-1. 

— Present  purchasers  should  be  made  to  register, 
25373. — Two  remedies  might  be  applied  to  ex- 
pedite registration,  provision  of  indemnity  fund,  5s. 
in  £100  would  be  enough,  and  ownere  would  be  glad 
to  pay  it  to  save  delay  and  cost,  25374. — Very  desir- 
able that  migrants  should  he  retained  a little  time 
in  hands,  otherwise  they  would  simply  get  a living 
out  of  the  land  in  easiest  way  possible,  25374. — Pel- 
ham-Clinton  estate  was  a case  similar  to  TownawiEy 
estate,  neither  should  be  taken  as  normal,  25380. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Boyd,  vffi  r. 

A.  — Outlines  of  Evidence, 231 

B.  — Memorandum,  on  Drainage,  . . . 239 

0. — Copy  of  “Pink  Schedule1';  Landlord,  Vis- 
count Southwell;  Tenant,  Mrs.  C.  A. 

Boyd, 240 

D.  — Statement  as  to  Sales  of  Tenants’  Interests 

on  Sir  William  Style’s  Estate,  . 242 

E.  — Statement  as  to  Sales  of  Tenants’  Interests 

on  Estate  of  the  Dowager  Countess  of 

Kingston, 243 

F.  — Statistics  as  to  Deposits  and  Cash  Balances 

in  Irish  Banks, 243 
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BARTON,  Sir  JOHN. 

Basis  of  Valuation-. 

Valuation  on  basis  of  net  annual  value  arrived  at 
on  basis  of  wbat  a tenement  would  let  for  in  open 
market,  tenant  paying  taxes  and  doing  repairs,  land- 
lord doing  all  improvements,  22509-10. 

Griffith's  Valuation;  Principles  on  Which 
Valuation  was  Made,  Etc. 

Griffith’s  valuation  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  higher 
in  North  than  in  South ; valuation  begun  in  South 
and  finished  in  North ; great  depression  at  period  of 
commencement ; great  prosperity  when  it  was 
finished,  22515-4,  22524,  22527,  22581.— Valuation 
same  for  tenanted  and  un tenanted  land,  valuers  exa- 
mined soil  and  sub-soil  and  calculated  on  that, 
tenants’  valuation  taking  into  account  all  interests 
in  land,  22515. — Prices  of  agricultural  produce  were 
higher  than  prices  of  cattle,  therefore  tenanted  culti- 
vated land  was  valued  more  highly  than  pasture, 
22516-7. — Oats  had  increased  from  4s.  lOd.  to  5s.  4 d. 
and  5s.  lid.,  22518. — Standard  prices  laid  down  in 
Act  were  unchanged  throughout  period  during  which 
valuation  was  being  made,  22522,  22525. — Valuations 
in  each  county  were  comparative,  which  was  impor- 
tant, because  each  county  was  a rating  area,  22529. 
— Act  laid  down  standard  of  valuation  as  same 
practically  as  for  England,  22544. — Valuation 
assumed  to  be  fair  level  value  of  holding,  taking 
everything  on  holding  as  it  was,  22545-7.— It  com- 
bined landowners’  and  tenants’  interests,  22548. 

Valuation  Compared  with  Rent. 

Poor  law  valuation  could  be  compared  with  judi- 
cial rents  up  to  about  1890,  22530.— No  information 
in  regard  to  second  term  rents,  22531.— Though  com- 
parison could  be  made,  22541-2.— In  Roscommon 
valuation  was  six  per  cent,  higher  than  first  term 
rents,  22532. — In  Mayo  and  Galway,  ten  per  cent, 
lower,  22533-4. — In  Donegal  two  per  cent,  higher, 
22536. — In  Kerry  thirty-two  per  cent,  lower,  lowest 
in  Ireland,  22536. — In  Leitrim  eleven  per  cent, 
higher,  22537. — Chief  reason  for  differences  was  that 
valuation  got  higher  as  valuers  worked  north,  22538. 
— 'Comparison  really  confined  to  parts  of  counties  on 
which  rents  had  been  fixed,  22540. — Witness  did  not 
apprehend  that  if  revaluation  were  made  every  fif- 
teen years  he  would  find  differences  of  twenty  per 
cent.,  22606-7. — Therefore  there  was  no  question  of 
comparison  between  valuation  and  rents  fixed  by 
Court,  22608-14. — Tenant’s  improvements  increased 
tenant’s  interests,  and,  to  a certain  extent,  landlord’s 
also,  22617-8. — 'Rent  should  he  .a  proportion  of  valua- 
tion,  but  it  would  not  be  a uniform  proportion, 
22622. — Rent  of  holdings  which  had  been  much  im- 
proved since  Griffith’s  day  would  have  to  be  based  on 
conditions  quite  different  from  those  of  sixty  years 
ago,  22623-4. 

Probable  Result  of  Revaluation. 
0-^7aIuation-  'would  increase  existing  figure,  22549, 
22550.— At  time  of  valuatoin  prices  were  low,  and 
valuation  of  all  other  property  was  about  twenty  per 
cent,  higher,  22549. — Buildings  valued  every  year 
towns  going  up  very  much,  22551. -Twenty  per  cent! 
deducted  from  valuation  of  houses,  so  that  thev 
should  be  on  equal  terms  with  land,  22552-3  — Valua 
tion  included  improvements-,  22554-5.-If  valuation 
were  now  found  to  he  higher,  increase  would  be 
largely  due  to  improvements,  22556.— Increased  taxa- 
tion and  price  of  production  would  have  to  he  taken 
into  account,  22557-8— Revaluation  wonld  be  much 
.higher  than  rent,  because  valuation  included  rent  and 
interest  on  tenant’s  improvements,  22563.— Griffith 
225f'  TOluitio,™ 

considerably  under  the  value,  22565-8— Largely 
deductions  made  by  Commissioners,  22569, 
22575.  Much  more  so  in  South  than  in  North,  22571 
— scaJf  Vnces  necessary  for  valuation,  22577 
— Witness  had  never  seen  statement  by  Griffith  that, 

susss:  sir**- per  “”*• “SNSS 

Valuation  in  Relation  to  Income  Tax. 

?■’  wment  of  income 
tax,  22560,  22668— But  in  Ireland  income  tax  could 
be  paid  on  rent  or  valuation,  whichever  was  lowest 
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and  also  under  Finance  Act  of  1896;  every 
of  income  tax  could  deduct-  one-sixth  for  value  f 
house  and  one-eighth  on  land  for  his  improvement!* 
22560.  Owner  in  North  would  pay  ,a  higher  £ 
cause  he  paid  on  liis  rent,  whereas  in  the  wl' 
owner  paid  on  valuation,  22561-2.  ^lI'1 

Method  by  which  Valuation  was  Arrived  at. 

Griffith  arrived  at  valuation  by  dividing  eacli 
county  or  rural  district  into  quality  lots— every  w 
being  valued  ; then  a line,  about  two  miles  wide  was 
drawn  across  county ; head  valuers  went  over  ’that 
area,  and  their  valuation  was  compared  with  that 
made  by  first  two  valuers ; if  there  was  more  than 
Is.  an  acre  difference  it  was  all  valued  over  avain 
22585— Witness  thought  he  could  get  a few  specimen 
lots  of  farms  in  pasture  with  valuation  arrived  at 
then  and  get  a valuation  made  now,  22586-92  — 
Books  did  not  show  how  much  was  in  pasture  and 
how  much  in  tillage,  22593— Mountain  land  was  a 
quality  lot  and  would  show  separately,  22594-6  — 
Any  particular  lot  could  be  revalued,  22597. 

Changes  in  Valuation  of  Land. 

Valuation  of  land  did  not  alter  except  where  it  was 
taken  for  building  and  ceased  to  have  any  agricul- 
tural value ; result  was  that  since  valuation  it  had 
gone  down  about  £30,000  all  over  Ireland,  22626-7— 
Reduction  also  due  to  erosion  from  the  sea  and  rail- 
ways, 22628— No  land  had  come  in  to  he  valued  .as 
agricultural  land,  22629— Land  valuation  in  1870 
about  £9,000,000 ; all  other  property,  £3,500,000 ; 
land  about  the  same  now ; all  other  property  had 
gone  up  to  £5,780,000,  22631. — All  other  property  in- 
cluded railways,  canals,  waterworks,  etc.,  22632  — 
And  farm  buildings  on  holdings,  22633-3a— Railways 
accounted  for  very  small  part  of  increase ; valuation 
m Belfast  had  increased  from  £426,000  to  £1,478,000 
22646-51. 

Valuation  of  Buildings. 

Farm  buildings  were  valued  on  cost  of  building, 
and  if,  as  often  happened,  house  was  much  too  large 
for  farmer,  very  large  reduction  was  made,  22539, 
22636— House  turned  into  hotel  would  be  valued  as 
hotel,  22637. — Registrar-General  had  houses  classified 
in  census  returns,  22641-2. 

Revaluation  Question. 

In  regard  to  revaluation,  it  was  more  a question 
of  policy  whether  it  was  desirable  to  have  revaluation 
going  on  at  the  same  time  as  sales  of  land,  22653.— 
Introduction  of  another  body  of  Government  valuers 
would  lead  to  a good  deal  of  confusion,  22663-4.— 
Witness  had  stated  before  Valuation  Committee  that 
revaluation  was  desirable  but  impracticable  in  view 
of  Land  Purchase  Act,  22667. — No  great  demand  for 
revaluation,  22654-6. — People  comparatively  satisfied 
to  pay  rates  on  Griffith’s  valuation,  22657. — Revalua- 
tion would  not  affect  question  of  fair  rents  at-  all, 
fact  of  valuation  being  high  or  low  quite  unimpor- 
tant as  far  us  local  rates  were  concerned,  22658-60.— 

Revaluation  on  principle  of  Griffith’s  valuation 
would  represent  fair  rating  value,  and  would  be  on 
same  principle  as  existed  for  fair  rating  value  in 
England,  22670-4. — Prices  given  by  tenants  to  each 
other  for  occupation  interest  of  untenanted  house 
property  would  be  a factor  in  arriving  at  fair  rating 
value,  22675-6,  22678-81. — In  conjunction  with  other 
circumstances,  22682-3. — Very  large  prices  given  in 
certain  localities  due  to  peculiar  circumstances ; such 
cases  should  be  eliminated,  22677. — Griffith’s  valu- 
ation made  on  same  system  in  Ulster  as  elsewhere, 
22684,  22691. — Ulster  tenant-right  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration as  an  addition,  22686— If  judicial  rent 
were  taken  in  making  revaluation,  interest  on  tenant- 
right  would  have  to  be  added — whole  checked  with 
valuation  made  by  examining  the  soil,  22687— If  re- 
valuation were  made  on  basis  of  Griffith’s  valuation, 
fail-rent  fixed  by  Court  would  be  ignored,  22689.— 
Parliament  would  fix  by  distinct  instructions  the  basis 
22690  1C1  a ®enera*  vatoation  would  be  conducted, 

Increase  in  Gross  Value  of  Agricultural  Land 
and  Increase  in  Agricultural  Prices. 

Increase  in  gross  value  of  agricultural  land,  due 
partially  to  increase  in  agricultural  prices — wheat 
the  only  item  in  which  there  had  been  a decrease, 
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anil  that  was  so  small  as  to  be  negligible ; oats,  in 
1852,  were  4s.  10 d.,  average  now  5s.  10 d.,  22694-5. — 
Barley,  5s.  6 d.,  now  7s.  l\d. ; flax,  49s.,  now  55s.  ; 
butter  65s.  4rf.,  average  now  96s.  ; beef,  35s.  6 d., 
now  53s.  3 d.  ; mutton,  41s.,  now  65s.  2<?.  ; pork  32s., 
now  49s.  5ijrf. ; in  addition  a great  deal  of  land  had 
been  improved  by  reclamation,  and  facilities  for  fann- 
ing had  greatly  increased  with  improvement  in  agri- 
cultural implements  and  improvement  in  transit, 
22697. — Yet  acreage  of  tillage  had  decreased,  22699- 
700. — Output  of  flax  had  decreased,  22702. — Difference 
in  colour  due  to  property  of  water  in  which  flax  was 
steeped,  22703-5. — Price  of  flax  much  higher  a few 
years  ago  than  now',  22708-10. — Crop  now  grown 
altogether  in  North  of  Ireland,  22707. — Grazing  land 
would  seem  to  be  more  valuable  now  than  at  time  of 
Griffith’s  valuation,  22711-2. — But  it  was  guess-work, 
22737.— They  did  not  get  much  advantage  from  better 
machinery  and  implements,  but  they  got  the  advan- 
tage of  less  labour  expenses,  22713-4. — A certain  num- 
ber of  grazing  farms  could  be  traced  with  their  valu- 
ation, 22715-6,  22733. — Books  would  sometimes  give 
number  of  head  of  sheep  and  cattle  the  lands  would 
carry,  22719. — Then  present  valuation  could  be  ob- 
tained by  applying  rise  in  prices,  22722. — Average  in- 
crease in  prices  was  forty-five  per  cent.  ; that  did 
not  indicate  a corresponding  amount  of  increase  in 
valuation,  22724. — Prices  had  to  be  checked  with 
many  other  important  considerations,  22725-7.— In- 
creased price  of  living  an  element  in  all  these  cal- 
culations, 22728. — In  regard  to  all  labour  on  the 
farm  increased  price  of  living  was  included  in  in- 
creased px-ice  of  labour,  but  farmer’s  own  establish- 
ment was  run  on  a higher  scale,  22729-32. 


Definition  or  Congestion  Defective. — Amendment 

SUGGESTED. 

Land  was  the  main  source  of  livelihood  for  people 
in  the  West,  valuation  and  population  the  best  statis- 
tics available  for  fixing  congested  ai-eas,  22738. 

Areas  at  present  much  too  confined,  smallest  area 
should  be  a rural  district,  22738.— Which  was  prac- 
tically a union,  22739-40. — And  included  sevei-al  elec- 
toral divisions,  22741-2.— Congested  Districts  Board 
required  to.  satisfy  all  people  in  congested  area  befoi-e 
going  outside  it,  though  people  alongside  required 
help  just  as  much,  22743. — Larger  area  would  get 
over  this  difficulty,  22744,  22757.— Witness  propoted 
to  take  in-  whole  of  Donegal  less  the  two  rich  rural 
districts  of  Strabane,  whole  of  Sligo,  Leitrim,  Mayo, 
ami  Galway,  less  three  rural  districts,  whole  of  Kerry, 
and  two  rural  districts  in  Cork,  22745.— Thus  enlarg- 
ing area  considex-ably,  22746. — His  desire  was  first  to 
«£-in  <UstJncts  ,at  Present  dealt  with  as  congested, 
^/4b.-~Then  to  take  rural  districts  in  which  areas 
at  Piesent  dealt  with  were  situated  so  as  to  leave 
nothing  else ; where  a rural  district  alongside  had  an 
of  oveJ  « per  head  he  struck  it 
,!  .22747-50. — Clare  not  included  at  all,  22751.— 
Antrim  couM  not  be  considered  congested  as  a county, 
though  there  might  be  islands  of  congestion,  22753.— 
rjla,  rural  district  with  average  valuation 

>•£'  £§",p£3'  2n2rai-TJ«>™  three  „Ll  dffiK 
mei  i.4  12.?. — Cavan  one  under  £2. 


-Registrar-General  prepared  a return  each  vear  of 
amount  of  grass  in  each  county  and  might  lie ‘able  to 
give  desired  information,  22780.— Holdings  of  tenant 
purcliasex-s  under  Land  Act  not  included  in  return,. 
22789. — Land  let  on  eleven  months’  system  would  be 
classed  as  untenanted,  22790.— It  was  possible  to  get 
a i-ough  estimate  of  untenanted  land  that  was  not 
pasture  by  deducting  amount  of  pasture  land  shown 
in  Registrar-General’s  return  from  amount  of  un- 
tenanted  land,  22791-3. 


CASTLETOWN,  Right  Hon.  Loud. 

Afforestation  Proposals.- -Advantages  of  Affores- 
tation. — Employment  provided,  etc. 

Compulsion  should  be  exercised  on  landlord  and 
tenant,  26383. — Work  should  be  done  in  small  areas, 
districts  differed  enormously,  26383,  26710.— Some 
districts  not  suitable  for  planting,  others  had 
abundant  water  supply  and  large  population  with 
very  little  work  for  winter  months,  large  areas 
capable  of  afforestation  should  be  used  by  people  in 
off-labour  season,  planting,  ditching,  etc.,  done  in 
spring,  local  industries  increased  near  large  forests, 
as  in  Sweden  and  Germany,  26383. — Witness  would 
lurnisli  Commission  with  return  showing  particulars 
of  employment  which  1,000  acres  of  forest  land 
afforded,  26419-21. — Wood  industries,  such  as  wood- 
carving, brush-making,  etc.,  provided  clean,  healthy, 
local  work  ; for  toy-making  alone,  Great  Britain  paid 
annually  £1,000,000  ; peasants  living  in  forests,  as  a 
rule,  superior  in  physique  and  character  to  those  of 
the  plains  ; in  Wiirtemburg,  less  than  quarter  the  size 
of  Ireland,  profits  from  forests  amounted  to 
£1,200,000  annually,  or  14s.  per  acre  clear  profit  on 
of  low  agricultural  value ; in  Germany 
£40,000,000  paid  annually  in  wages  to  workers  in 
manufactures  directly  dependent  on  forest  produce, 
26388. — Years  ago  Ireland  had  very  good  timber 
26o83. — Pinus  sylvestris  and  scrub  oak,  26384. 

Regular  System  of  Planting  needed. — Kind  of 
Tree  to  bf.  Planted,  etc. 

There  should  be  regular  system  of  planting,  State 
afforestation  carried  out  with  success  by  every 
European  country  except  Great  Britain,  26385.— 
Scotch  fir  would  be  useful  tree,  experiments  with 
American  conifers  too  expensive  for  general  system 
of  forestry,  till  a tree  got  cheap  it  would  not  do  to- 
plant  it  larch,  pinus  sylvestris,  and  Douglas  had 
got  fairly  cheap,  no  reason  why  American  woods 
should  not  flourish  in  Ireland,  26397-402.— German 
system  of  planting  closer  than  three  feet,  thinned 
out  every  ten  years,  practically  no  sale  for  timber  of 
this  age,  26486-92.— Irish  Forestry  Society  suggested 
tiiat  when  Commission  visited  Congested  districts 
they  should  take  two  experts  who  could  point  out 
possibilities  of  afforestation,  26385.— Witness  placed 
before  Commission  draft  scheme  for  re-afforestation 
m Ireland  by  Irish  Forestry  Society,  26386-88. 


Valuation  where  Land  had  no  Agricultural  Valu 

",  *2”.  Connemara  a, 

vS?  L2  k?d,,!lad  practically  no  agricnltnr 
M&o?™d,°"  lelt"8  22758-9. — In  whi, 

KhinJ  Pr“J"™  *»  element,  22760-1.— Rent  In 
"f  *?  f0  "”tl1  .™»«"tion,  22762. — Letting  val, 
rrned  at  by  examination  of  soil,  etc.,  and  seeii 
TW°PS  ™‘tle  lancl  would  bear.  22765-7. 
vahntL"wS  gie,at  difference  between  rent  a, 
• • n where  land  had  been  reclaimed,  22768-70. 

Land  classed  as  Untenanted  Land. 

fo?d‘Konf  >“d  i»taded  land  enit.b 

which  tw  ‘ farms,  but  was  really  all  land  ( 
lessor  So  ifi  0ne  occuP.ier  and  no  immedia 

land  ’22777-4 -tL  ±T,1BS  <2““*  as  "“tenant. 

distinct  from  of  grass  lands 

would  have  to  £ ,unten®nted  land  investigate 
to  be  made  on  the  spot,  22775-9,  22786- 


UPPORTUNITIES  NOW  EXISTING  OF  SECURING 

Land  for  Planting  unique. 

Owing  to  operations  of  Land  Purchase  Act  1903,  it 
was  necessary  for  national  afforestation  to  secure 
waste  lands  for  planting,  opportunities  for  doing  so 
now  were  unique,  difficulties  in  future  would  be  in- 
Departmental  Committee  Report  of 
1902  stated  that  world  was  approaching  shortage  if 
not  actual  dearth  of  coniferous  timber,  which  con- 
stituted 80  or  90  per  cent,  of  total  British  timber 
imports,  area  of  waste  lands  which  might  be 
afforested  became  national  concern  ; too  large  a scheme 
for  mdmdual  effort ; timber  could  be  grown  in  Great 
Britain  equal  to  that  imported  from  Baltic,  26386.— 

Conditions  Favourable  to  Growth  of  Profitable 
Timber. 


Conditions  in  United  Kingdom,  especially  in  Ireland, 
more  favourable  to  growth  of  profitable  timber  than 
in  Continental  forests ; plantations  treated  according 
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ter  Continental  system  yielded  timber  not  to  be  ex- 
celled in  any  European  country,  26388. — Timber 
grown  in  Cork,  sent  to  Glasgow  Exhibition,  gained 
gold  medal,  competing  against  Scotch  timbers, 
26387-8,  26541.— Scotch  pine  and  spruce,  common  tre'.s 
in  England,  yielded  “ red  and  white  wood,”  highly 
esteemed  for  agricultural  purposes ; preference  for 
foreign  timber  not  due  to  unsuitability  of  soil  or 
climate,  but  to  neglect  of  sylvicultural  principles. 
26387. — Great  Britain  and  Ireland  imported  more 
timber  than  all  rest  of  Europe ; £27,000,000  paid  an- 
nually to  other  countries  for  timber  and  wooden 
goods  which  could  be  produced  in  Ireland,  26388. 

Establishment  of  forestry  "bureau  in  America, 
26388. 

Benefits  Derived  from  Carefully  Administered 
Forests. 

Benefits  derived  from  carefully  administered  forests, 
regulation  of  natural  drainage,  profitable  relief  works, 
cheap  timber  for  building  and  farm  purposes,  in- 
creased scenic  attractiveness,  leading  to  influx  of 
tourists  and  establishment  of  health  resorts,  26388. — 
Present  crisis  in  history  of  Irish  land  tenure  had 
most  important  bearing  on  forestry ; transfer  of  land 
from  former  owners  to  occupiers  unprecedented,  and 
held  the  widest  possibilities  for  development  or  de- 
cadence of  forestry,  26388.— Witness  was  speaking  of 
congested  lands,  but  there  were  other  areas  in  Ireland 
where  timber  growing  would  go  on  well,  26389. — 
Mr.  Morley  spoke  of  flourishing  state  of  Forestry 
Department  in  India;  ‘‘thousands  were  employed, 
and  over  a million  cleai*ed  after  all  expenses,”  26389. 
—Waste  land  utilised  by  State  for  afforestation ; 
large  shepherd  proprietors  in  the  land  had  disap- 
peared, 26390,  26393-4. — Good  many  farms  in  Ar- 
dennes Forest,  but  forestry  was  more  remunerative 
than  pasture,  and  farms  were  going  out  under  com- 
munal system,  26391-2. — Brandenburg  district  had 
teen  worked  under  old  feudal  conditions ; feudal 
rights  taken  away,  and  then  State  used  land  for 
afforestation,  26396. 


winter  months,  26431.— Population  unsympathetic 
because  ignorant  of  value  of  timber ; but  some  occu. 
piers  planted  their  own  holdings,  and  Arbor  Dav  had 

been  established  in  Ireland,  26452-4.— Question  of 

malicious  injury  by  local  peasantry  would  arise  but 
State  could  recover,  and  by  degrees  people  would 
understand  that  purpose  was  to  provide  labour  and 
that  it  was  better  to  help  the  State,  26475-85.  ’ 


Reasons  of  Slow  Progress  of  Afforestation. 

Afforestation  had  progressed  slowly  under  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  because  no  specified  sum  had  been 
spent  on  it;  what  money  the  Department  had  had 
been  spent  on  Forestry  School  at  Avondale,  which 
was  no  use  until  there  was  forestry  work,  26458-9  — 
Before  Land  Act  of  1881  nearly  all  land  was  let  out 
by  landlords  to  tenants  for  grazing ; but  since  then 
A.ct  made  taking  up  of  land  from  tenants  for  plant- 
ing absolutely  impossible  ; Board  of  Works  lent  money 
but  only  at  very  high  interest,  26472-4.— Another 
reason  why  landlords  had  not  done  much  was  that 
they  had  to  wait  so  long  to  get  any  return  for  their 
money,  26465.— Question  of  first  expenditure,  26466 
—Lands  should  be  acquired  and  planted  by  State' 
this  system  had  been  quite  successful  on  Continent 
and  in  America,  26467.— Planting  in  Ireland  would 
be  rather  small,  500  to  1,000  acres,  but  profits  would 
not  be  materially  affected,  as  they  would  be  under 
State  supervision,  26468-71.— Forestry  not  only  for 
ornament  but  for  cropping  ; after  crop  of  larch  trees 
had  been  taken  off  land  it  could  be  parcelled  out  to 
peasant  proprietors ; bogland  benefited  enormously  by 
needles,  26485.— Best  Scotch  plantation  that  of  Mr 
Munro  Ferguson  at  Rail,  26493. 


Housing  Question. 

Housing  most  important  question  in  connection  with 
congested  districts  work ; witness  suggested  system  of 
Parish  Committees  as  adopted  at  Spiddal ; strong 
desire  among  the  people  to  have  houses  in  order 
good  stables,  etc,  26493. 


Funds  for  Experimental  Scheme. 
Commission  for  Woods  and  Forests  had  a fund  of 
£20,000  from  Crown  and  Quit  Rents  in  Ireland, 
26403  C0U^  nsed  f°r  experimental  scheme, 

Returns  Furnishbd. 

Returns  furnished  as  to  (a)  lands  available  for 
planting  (b)  how  planting  was  progressing,  (c)  exist- 
mg  plantations,  (d)  prices  obtained  by  people  who  had 
cut  down,  26405.-40,000  to  50,000  acres  available 

26407  8r““,g  Z rights  to  hamper  title; 

2640?-8.-Congeste<l  Districts  Board  ovmfi  lai™ 
areas  which  they  would  be  willing  to  have  planted 
undei  suitable  arrangements,  26411  1 

Kilkenny  instances  of  value  of  land,  7s.  an  acre 
before,  and  10s.  after  planting,  26411-3. 

Type  of  Land  Suitable. 

Difference  shown  by  bad  and  good  management  ol 
kllfalT  limestone  rock,  covered  with  soil  and 

western  congastedgdi'rtricts;  but  granite  Tn£°  ‘5 
expense  of  plantine  • j^l*s  would  add  to 

touching  grass  mounU^ns,  ^e^-W^d15!,6  +without 
serious  consideration  excent  „d  n,ot  a ver7 

26439,  26447-8  - Parti  nf  * i°^  s.ma^  plantings, 
Reces’s  would be hiU?  north  Vf 


Parish  Committees  Should  Deal  With  Small 
Areas. 

Best  for  Parish  Committees  to  deal  with  small  areas 
in  congested  districts  ; spraying  of  potatoes  and  other 
i?&r.°Iemenfcs  be  encouraged  through  them, 

26495  7’~The  Smallev  the  area  clealt  with  tae  better- 

Well-managed  Estates  Should  not  be  Inteeered 
With. — Compulsion  should  be  applied  in  case 
of  hopelessly  Poor  and  Ill-managed  Properties. 

Transfer  of  ownership  from  landlord  to  tenant  re- 
sulted in  many  cases  in  better  class  of  houses  being 
built,  26498-9. — Well-managed  properties  should  not 
be  interfered  with,  but  small  Sub-Commission  of 
piesent  Commission  should  schedule  worst-managed 
pioperties,  assess  value,  and  decide  if  compulsion, 
under  superintendence  of  Supreme  Court,  was  neces- 
sary 26500.— -Well-managed  estate  meant  one  whose 
landlord  lived  on  it ; was  well  disposed  to  tenants,  and 
tried  to  meet  difficulties  of  congestion,  26500a,  26504-6. 
borne  landlords  did  a great  deal,  26500a-3.— An  estate 
was  well  managed  if  it  became  a substantial  economic 
advantage  to  district  where  it  was  situated;  this 
pakmit  applied  only  to  congested  districts. 
°T  l i {jandlord  bright  be  so  situated  that  he  could 
not  help  himself,  26512,  26590-1.— Witness  founded 
us  opinion  upon  information  derived  from  tenants 
and  owners,  26587-9. — Condition  of  estate  could  be 


Recess  would  W suitable  f^,^  »«*  <* 

portion  about  Oughterard  not  suitabTe!  2M2T-4.  ^ 

Ami  tTDE  OF  People  Towards  Afforestation. 

hills  tfffi'e  "nS',1  d2G12& -An  ^ affor®s.ting  bare 

■ An4  wen*  provided  during 


- .^isLiicrs  Hoard  snouia  approach 

-“f  and  tenants;  take  over  estate  and  put  it  in 
,™vfC0n0nl*ca«  condition ; certain  number  of  estates 
e practically  plague  spots,  and  should  be  dealt 
w.  1?Pi,d?y>  26513-21 . — Compulsion  should  be 

limited  to  this  class  of  poor  estates,  26525-7.— Proposal 
S1°a  limited  to  congested  areas  scheduled 
i”  witness  was  no  party  to  compulsion;  the 

less  fetate  used  compulsion  the  better ; if  possible  land 
snould  be  acquired  voluntarily,  26538-40,  26574-82.-. 
d.„,TaS  no®  necessary  on  well-managed  estates,  but 
* ® .'T01-  congested  districts  absolutely  hopeless, 

, v-  U ^necessary  for  establishment  of  economic 
ngs,  26537-69. — But  well-managed'  estate  situated 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  V. 


229 


CASTLETOWN,  Right  Hon.  Lord — continued. 

between  two  badly-managed  estates  must  be  taken  if 
necessary  for  re-arrangement  of  district,  owner  being 
compensated,  26527-8,  26570-1. — Improvement,  etc., 
of  estates  should  be  left  to  Congested  Districts  Board. 
26524. — But  tribunal  should  fix  price  to  be  given  for 
land,  26529-36. 

Advantages  op  Communal  and  Co-operative  Farm 

System. 

Witness  had  worked  communal  and  co-operative 
farm  system  on  his  estate  for  ten  years ; 400  acres  of 
land  were  taken  over  and  converted  from  grass  to 
tillage,  and  let  out  at  fixed  rent,  by  the  year,  on  co- 
operative con-acre  system  in  small  quantities  to 
farmers  round ; at  first  about  forty  men  working ; 
now  over  200  small  farmers  could  rent  their  own  land  ; 
conditions  had  improved,  and  nearly  all  these  men 
had  purchased  their  holdings ; communal  system 
worked  to  advantage  in  Belgium,  France,  Holland, 
etc.;  if  Congested  Districts  Board  adopted  this 
method  they  would  keep  control  of  land  for  congested 
tenant;  witness  suggested  it  as  an  alternative  to 
present  system  of  enlarging  holdings,  26592-613. — 
Rent  must  be  fixed,  26614. — It  might  be  tried  at 
Mountbellew,  where  men  could  be  trained  at  Agri- 
cultural College,  26617. — Great  advantage  in  using 
Raffeisen  banks  with  this  system,  26595,  26619. — The 
whole  thing  should  be  co-operative,  26618-9. 

Synopsis  of  Twenty  Years’  Work  among  the 

People. 

Short  synopsis  of  twenty  years’  work  among  people; 
Commission  should  deal  directly  with  people  ; poverty 
existed  because  laud  was  continually  tilled  and  worn 
out;  communal  system  restored  land;  people  should 
be  compelled  to  cut  bog  properly,  so  as  to  assist 
drainage:  areas  of  low  quality  grazing  land  would 
be  better  tilled  and  could  be  used  for  benefit  of  small 
holders;  people  in  some  districts  prepared  to  leave 
and  take  up  holdings  in  any  part  of  Ireland ; general 
concensus  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  right  to  go  in 
driblets;  shelters  needed  for  cattle,  and  improvement 
could  be  made  in  mountainous  districts  by  planting 
belts  of  trees  for  protection,  26620-3. 

Conditions  in  Gortjmna,  Carraroe,  and  Spiddal. 

Turf  and  fishing  industries  existed  in  Gorunuia, 
Carraroe,  and  Spiddal ; most  difficult  districts  to  deal 
with;  fishing  could  not  be  developed  to  great  extent, 
and  there  would  only  be  profitable  employment  for 
section  of  people,  26633-6. — Number  of  people  bene- 
fited by  industries  should  be  ascertained,  value  as- 
sessed, and  residue  induced  to  move  on  to  other  land ; 
witness  was  strongly  in  favour  of  migration  for  in- 
habitants of  Spiddal ; hard-working  people  who  would 
do  well  on  good  land;  their  agricultural  knowledge 
would  soon  be  improved  if  migrated  on  communal 
scheme,  26624-32. 

Migration. 

Migration  very  difficult,  but  could  be  carried  out 
by  degrees;  witness  strongly  disapproved  of  emigra- 
tion, as  people  of  West  were  finest  peasantry,  physi- 
cally and  mentally;  their  land  was  difficult  to  deal 
with,  and  troubles  were  the  result  of  history ; if  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  gave  assistance  these  people 
could  be  used  for  advanage  of  rest  of  Ireland;  wit- 
ness had  employed  Mayo  men  on  hi6  estate  in  Queen’s 
County  with  satisfactory  results,  26638-41,  26710. — 
Migration  must  proceed  slowly,  because  of  diffi- 
culty of  getting  hold  of  land  when  wanted,  and 
unwillingness  of  people  to  migrate,  26642,  26648. 
People  had  become  more  accustomed  to  migration 
since  it  was  introduced  by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
and  success  of  migrants  on  new  holdings  helped  to  do 
away  with  objections;  there  were  two  difficulties — 
petty  jealousy  among  migrants  and  unwillingness  of 
people  to  allow  migrants  to  settle  in  their  district. 
26665-74. 

Grass  Lands  should  de  bought  up  by  the  State 

AND  DISTRIBUTED  AMONG  UNECONOMIC  HOLDINGS 

AS  FAST  AS  WAB  ADVISABLE. 

Certain  amount  of  untenanted  land  at  present  could 
be  bought  at  fair  price  from  landlord,  but  laud  was 
gradually  passing  into  hands  of  people  and  being  used 
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for  other  purposes  than  migration  of  congests ; after 
a few  years  there  would  be  liitle  untenanted  land 
available,  and  gras's  would  have  to  be  purchased 
by  compulsion ; this  might  be  prevented  if  State 
bought  up  all  grass  land,  worked  it  on  communal  sys- 
tem, and  moved  migrants  on  gradually,  25543-51. — 
Certain  amount  of  grass  land  should  be  given  to  head 
of  families  with  uneconomic  holdings,  but  no  new 
holdings  created  for  younger  sons ; surplus  should  be 
held  by  State  for  benefit  of  migrants  from  uneconomic 
districts,  26652-64. — There  would  be  an  interregnum 
between  purchase  by  State  and  permanent  settlement 
of  small  farmer ; holders  in  district  might  have  pieces 
of  land  for  'tilling  until  migrants  came ; if  State  had 
control  of  land  this  advantage  would  not  necessarily 
be  taken  away  then,  26676-81,  26700-2. — Land  could 
be  divided  up  at  once  if  it  was  ready,  and  if  there 
was  friendly  feeling  between  migrants  and 
those  with  whom  they  would  be  contiguous,  26704. 
— Large  number  of  uneconomic  holdings  frequently- 
abutted  on  grass  land;  if  State  purchased  holdings 
and  grass  lands  and  sold  to  uneconomic  holders  they 
would  be  in  position  of  owners,  and  allowed  by  State 
to  share  grass  lands  as  communal  holders ; by  degrees 
these  men  would  have  better  system  of  agriculture, 
and  State  would  have  a margin  for  migrants, 
26683-6;  if  tihere  were  uneconomic  holdings  on  all 
sides  the  land  must  belong  to  the  estate  and  should  be 
dealt  with  in  areas,  26687. 

Disposal  of  Grass  Lands  on  which  there  were  no 
Uneconomic  Holdings. 

If  State  purchased  grass  land  on  which  there  were 
no  uneconomic  holdings  State  would  hold  these  lands 
and  graze  them  or  let  them  out  on  eleven  months’ 
system ; witness  saw  no  objection  to  State  holding 
grazing  lands  in  congested  districts,  26691-9.— Large 
areas  of  land  available  for  relieving  congestion  out- 
side congested  areas  without  going  to  County  Meath, 
62695. — Requirements  of  uneconomic  holders  con- 
tiguous to’  grass  land  situated  outside  congested  area 
should  be  satisfied  first  and  then  migrants  brought  to 
use  surplus,  26708. 

Documents  put  in  by  Lord  Castletown,  ^jfoe  >» 

.1. — lic-Afforestation  of  Ireland — Draft  Scheme,  245 
B. — lie-port  of  the  Irish  Forestry  Society  fox  1906,  248 


CRICHTON,  Mr.  ALEXANDER. 

Principle  on  which  work  op  Land  Purchase 

should  be  distributed  between  Board  and 

Estates  Commissioners. 

Congested  Districts  Boalrd  had  been  very  successful 
but  urgently  needed  larger  funds  and  greater  powers, 
27232,  27238,  27253,  27261,  27280.— Non-sclieduled 
parts  require  care,  but  self-help  Should  be  developed, 
and  this  task  should  be  entrusted  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, 27232,  27253. — While  Board  should  con- 
tinue to  act  on  philanthropic  lines,  27253. — Strong 
feeling  that  Board’s  sphere  of  operations  should  be 
extended  enormously,  but  it  could  not  profitably  ex- 
tend activities  to  almost  every  county,  as  its  essential 
duty  was  to  relieve  very  acute  congestion,  and  from  a 
moral  point  of  view  treating  large  number  of  Irishmen 
as  children  was  undesirable,  only  the  very  poor  should 
be  “spoon-fed”  by  the  Board,  while  Estates  Com- 
missioners assisted  those  better  off  to  woi-k  more  in  the 
spirity  of  self-help,  their  main  duties  being  to  help 
uneconomic  holdings  to  be  made  economic;  to  en- 
courage colonisation  of  grazing  ranches,  and  to  assist 
in  reclamation  works,  27295-8,  27310-3. — Whole  of 
Connaught,  and  Donegal  should  be  put  under  the 
Board,  but  expense  might  be  a bar,  27233-4. — If  whole 
nf  Connaught  were  given  to  Board  that  would  estab- 
lish Claim  for  larger  grant,  27260. — In  portion  of 
Connaught  .people  were  able  and  ought;  to  help 
themselves,  27299. — Or  if  whole  were  given  to 
the  Board,  the  Board  might  differentiate,  27303. — 
All  advances  under  Land  Act  should  be  made  by 
Estates  Commissioners  or  by  Land  Commission,  but 
Board  and  Estates  Commission  should  have  power  to 
make  up  deficiency  between  vendor’s  price  and  safe 
advances  under  Land  Act,  27236.— Land  Commission 
advanced  money  for  purchase,  Board  paid  for  im- 
provements out  of  income,  27236. 
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Fines  should  be  imposed. 

Fines  should  be  imposed  as  a reduction  of  purchase- 
money,  27236-9,  27244-5. — This  -would  enable  Board 
to  carry  on  more  purchases  with  a given  amount, 

•27246. — Fine  was  portion  of  tenant  right,  27241. — 

Bonus  was  calculated  on  actual  money  advanced, 
which  equalled  whole  of  purcihase-money,  27247-50. — 

Board  bought  both  landlord’s  and  tenant’s  interests, 

27242. — Extent  of  annuity  was  based  on  purohase- 
>money,  .which  represented  landlord’s  and  tenant’s 
•interests,  that  necessitated  either  very  low  price  to 
landlords  or  else  unsafe  advance  to  incoming  tenant, 

•27243. — Instance  given  of  farm  sold  .for  £300,  State 
would  pay  £270,  incoming  tenant  £30  or  in  other 
words  Board  paid  £300  and  landlord  paid  12  per  cent, 
on  £300,  Board  recovering  £30  from  tenant  and  fixing 
annuity  on  £270,  27251-3. 

Boabd  needed  increased  bbsoubces  ; Department  to 

HAND  OVER  PROPORTION  OF  THEIR  REVENUES  AND 

those  of  Fishery  Board,  Proposed. 

Board  seemed  more  successful  than  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  so  witness  advocated  hand- 
les over  proportion  of  their  revenues  and 
those  of  of  Fishery  Board  to  Congested  Districts 
Board,  27253-4,  27256-7,  27259.— Fishery  Board  had 
been  absorbed  m Department  of  Agriculture,  27255. 

. AI1  possible  applications  for  money  should  be  made 
m view  of  new  Bill,  27261. — When  Board  purchased 
estates  in  noil-congested  areas  it  ought  to  assist  poorer 
people  in  those  districts,  which  would  necessitate  in- 
creased resources,  27261. 

Indirect  Method  of  Reducing  Price  to  Vendors, 

Proposed. 

Witness  advocatead  indirect  method  of  reducing 
prices  payable  to  vendors  of  tenanted  land  in  order 
to  increase  funds  of  Board,  e.g.,  let  rate  of  interest 
o^dvancra  Pe  rcent.  and  let  annuities  on  es- 

tates begin  after  a term  of  fifteen  years,  this  would 
!«LB°ard  a 2 per  cent-  on  advance  for 

5i'T'  272611’  27264-5,-But  it  would  increase 
to™  P7o^al'\vUfnn8  Which  annuities  would  have 
27266-— Witness  gave  example  of  sale  of  liis 
to  give  abatements,  but 
?w<L'rght  chea,P1y.  and  tenants  had  to  pay  rents 
they  had  never  paid  before,  27262-4,  27269.— On  Dil- 
lon estate  3£  per  cent,  had  been  charged  by  Board 
SfmtS  °/  19P'  PP-9-Vendors  would  have  to 
chea?iy’.  hut  actual  loss  would  be  reduced 
a ve^rP  exTsf?,S  V¥udin«  hoims’  were  made  within 
,*fc  g /tlays  were  a hindrance  to  satis- 
factory working  of  Land  Act,  27270. 

Pbesist  System  or  taran  the  Lent.  Act  un- 
SATISFACTORY  AND  WASTEFUL. 


• Impression  in  Ireland  was  that  Treasury  was 

£500  m5*1  “ ib.  reted  lose 

AM  1,1  a year  in  financing  the 

mlrket  V.  d*?  to  th«  money 

Stak  27274  S8  "??“  ™ount  Land 
oiock,  6f eta,. — .Treasury  did  not  really  lose  as  dif- 
ference between  par  and  value  on  flotation  was  borne 
hy  Irish  Development  Grant,  27275.— But  school- 
masters prospects  were  blighted  by  cutti™  in 

•had  rhil  Devel°Pment  Grant,  27278— LaSflords 
had  ton  generous,  and  had  not 
cnedir.  for  their  generosity  when  they  offered  to 
Mr  ^Jt.purch“e,  money  in  Land  Stock,  27270-74  — 

Remedy  Proposed. 

Most  suitable  remedy  seemed  to  he  fn 
of  interest  on  fresh  issuS  $ W SwZt 
per  rent,  to  3 per  cent.,  and  thereto  ‘Teas! 


annuities  payable  by  purchasers  of  tenanted  1 . 
from  3£  per  cent,  to  3£,  thus  reducing  CS  ad 
ment  Srant  loss  in  V,  „i  redei^tton 
end  of  thirty  years  would  be  5 per  cent  inJifj  1 
present  10  per  cent.,  or  2*  per  cent,  for  i’iem£  ° 

end  of  seventeen  yearn,  27278-80—Board’s 
profits  on  land  purchase  would  be  reduced  W,  ^ 
to  Irish  Development  Grant  would  more  thLaVUlg 
pe-nsate,  27280-Acqn»iriou  of  land  “rndri “toT 
prove  condition  of  people  living  on  miserSle  held' 
ings,  so  money  spent  on  purchasing  untei, anted  uS 
for  congested  districts  must  incfeiesecSv  “J 
advances  made  on  tenanted  property  theref™ 
necessity  for  so  large  a sinking  fS Vcl  n° 

tenanted  land,  27280— If  vendors  of  tenanted  l a~ 
were  compelled  to  sell  at  3d-  per  cent  an^S;i“ds 
stead  of  3£  per  cent,  there  would  be  a saving  of  ahdfi 
7 per  cent,  on  the  bonus,  27280.  g of  "x>ut 

Ltcebase  in  Bonus  on  Dhtenantee  Land,  proposer. 

Bonus  mi  untenauted  land  should  be  increased  to 
20  percent  of  advance,  27281,-But  even  “S  would 
not  «mpt  holders  of  good  grass  farms  to  pSt ™h 
them,  few  owners  would  care  to  soil  eioeit  on  ? 
2S4  *"?«  ‘hair  average  ne?  incom 

l'®™1*  *°  dehue/ average  should 
if-  “f  1 _one  and  a quarter,  or  one  and  a half 

times  second  term  rent:  is  followed  +i,a+  _*Lj“ 

S)°tod36°t'Car0  t0  CXCept  at  piices  varying  ffom 

££ °Jb  secoi>d  term  rent,  27285— 20  per  ecu? 

deduction  for  expenses  might  be  too  much  27292^ 

mdVEs^t*C>pbe  by  ConSested  Districts  iSrd 
01  Estates  Commissioners  would  be  based  on  what 

*?  a fair  ?“*  ^ to  second  term 
lent,  and  second  term  rents  were  lower  than 
rents  and  lower  than  net  profits,  27295.  g 

Fines— Advantages  of  a system  of  Fines. 

Congested  Districts  Board  offered  land  at  low  rent 

A 70  wo^ld  h®  a hardship,  but  in  other 
Wd^m<^eraf  miehfc  136  levied,  27305-7— 
tha  ^-  ^0ngl'y  felt  that  le®  should  be  given,  as 
shonld^n  aWay  lnducement  to  thrift,  but  tlm  prepie 

01  bU7“*e  *“■»«  »■> 

™ tav  S rltad  d?“Vt  *“Id  ahiUton 

nnd  ■ J c Iteland  instead  of  emigrating  to  America 
tat  mc^°c.J?rS  It™?  i6  "•“  «!  to  ensure  thi 

33 c- £ 

dfwiS,S-S 

withldlioldi,f«b97loVv  a*  ,mucl1  to  Provide  their  sons 
to  get  land^w  ^7^27-~The_  number  of  those  wishing 
land  liovir.  aS  £reater  than  quantity  of  available 
£tai  ^^S-lty  for  princiPle  <>f  «4tion,  neither 
Se  of  10nerSu  n,or  could  deal  with 

and  world  n » 3iUd  excePf  slowly,  as  Treasm-y  resources 
Srmr-  A°f  sfc,aff  were  hodted,'  so  whole 

tunity  of  Sh0uM  136  giJen  "V*  OPP01- 

Populatimi  If  Urg  1 j ,on,  easy  condmons,  27315— 
£ veaS  Irelfd  had  declined  25  per  cent,  in 

oMy  decreaS  f a8ricultul'al  holdings  had 

tained  their  tllus  proving  that  holdings  re- 

plished  Bv  f =.+ n ?ses^?rs  ’ g^'oat  good  could  be  acconi- 
of  trrass  farms  ^ ^onnoissi°ners  if  they  offered  part 
conSfod  S of  sma11  landholders  over  non- 

Sfifn S' Zi  t P^maic  ol  'maI1  “»“  i“  i 

bnt  tat  ^ S^tod,  as  oost  was  verj  great. 

rouraSd  t 8m,dl  f™ala  & »»' 

slums  if  4 nnti°mSd  tr,  jaTld  rafcber  Ulan  American 
V™1 to  LiT,  Mdinp  could  be  offered  ev«7 

En  wS  Si  Sma11.  iamK“  f”  20  rata  d»P«P«- 

1 anion  would  be  arrested,  27316-27327. 

Co-operative  Farmino  Proposais. 

IK^s’otf  M bough  i and  worked  for  grazing  pur- 
Pto»  on  co-operative  lines  by  the  Irish  Agricultirsl 
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Organisation  Society,  27317-8. — Objection  was  that 
tillage  would  not  be  increased,  27319-20. — Tillage 
might  be  tried  on  co-operative  lines,  but  obstacle 
to  co-operation  was  mutual  mistrust,  27320-23,  27325. 
— Private  ownership  was  more  of  an  incentive  to 
good  work,  27324. — Co-operation  was  stronger  and 
more  useful  in  the  poorest  districts ; people  were  more 
intelligent  in  the  poorer  districts  than  in  the  better 
off  ones,  27326-7. 


Board  should  bridge  gap  between  demands  of  ven- 
dors and  prices  obtainable  from  a safe  advance  to 
purchasers  out  of  its  revenues ; in  non -congested  areas 
future  purchasers  should  bridge  gap  out  of  their  own 
savings,  though  Estates  Commissioners  should  help 
towards  fencing,  house-building,  etc.,  27327. — Farm 
yielding  £100  net  profit  would  cost,  including  bonus, 
£2,500 ; advance  under  Land  Act  would  be  £1,875 ; 
bonus  at  20  per  .cent.,  £375 ; fine,  £250 ; annuity  at 
3i  per  cent.,  £60  18s.  9 d.,  27327. — Bonus  of  12  per 
cent,  was  paid  on  total  of  £2,500,  27329. — Bonus 
should  be  increased  as  it  was  too  small  to  guarantee 
a low  advance  or  a fair  price,  so  Estates  Commis- 
sioners could  not  hasten  procedure,  27330. — £2,600 
would-  be  a fairer  price  for  a grass  farm 
bringing  in  £100  net  than  £2,500,  but  witness 
knew  of  much  less  being  offered  and  then  land- 
lords were  blamed  for  not  taking  small  prices,  27331-3. 
— Landlords  should  get  twenty-eight  times  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  their  net  income  on  a 3j,  per  cent,  invest- 
ment; the  remaining  one-fourth  was  more  shaky,  and 
would  correspond  to  a five  per  cent,  investement  with 
certain  risks,  2733. — Cost  involved  in  carrying  out 
purchases  of  untenanted  land  of  £75,000  (Griffith’s) 
valuation  every  year,  or  enough  to  provide  land  for 
4,000  migrants  and  improve  holdings  of  7,000  small 
landholders  would,  if  suggestion  were  carried  out,  be 
nil,  27337. 

Grant  in  aid  of  Rates  might  be  diverted  to  meet 
Costs. 

Cost  of  increased  bonus  and  administration  and  aid 
to  migrants  for  houses  and  fences  would  have  to  be 
counted,  27337. — Increased  demands  on  the  bonus 
would  amount  to  £135,000 ; if  that  should  prove  ex- 
cessive demand  on  taxpayers  sums  now  granted  to 
paziers  as  grants-in-aid  of  rates  should  be  diverted; 
large  farmers  would  object,  but  slight  all-round  in- 
*n  . ra^es  would  be  juster  than  compulsion, 
27338. — Witness  altogether  opposed  compulsion,  but 
advocates  giving  every  possible  facility  to  vendors  to 
sell;  if  that  was  insufficient  reduce  grant-in-aid  of 
rates,  27339,  27348. — Agricultural  grant  was  unfair, 
as  graziers  received  full  benefit  from  it,  but  men  who 
built  houses  on  their  land  did  not  benefit,  27340— 
Agricultural  grant  ought  to  be  given  to  a class  of 
more  -use  to  the  country  and  who  contributed  to  its 
wealth,  27349. — Therefore  modification  of  present  sys- 
tem of  allocating  grant  was  necessary,  27350.— Legis- 
lation would  be  needed,  27344,  27351.— Farms  beyond 
a certain  valuation  should  pay  more,  27344.— Reduc- 
tion. of  rates  on  houses  and  increase  on  land  would 
be  juster  all  round,  27345. — Witness  advocated  setting 
aside  of  grant-in-aid  of  rates,  and  that  anyone  hold- 
ing more  than  a certain  amount  of  land  should  be 
made  to  pay  on  excess  6 d.,  8 d.,  or  Is.  in  the  £;  but 
tuU^benefit  of  grant  should  be  received  on  houses. 

Evils  of  Compulsion. 

Compulsion  would  not  do  landlords  much  harm ; it 
might  even  benefit  them ; but  small  farmers  and  shop- 
k^pers  would  suffer  greatly,  27347— Compulsion 
would  do  untold  harm  in  Ireland,  27353.— Even  in 
case  of  very  obstinate  landlords  thev  should  first  be 

u •i?v?ly . taxed>  27357-8.— Congestion  could  be 
uealt  with  by  improvement  of  farms,  migrating  people 
"l  *C"  would  allow  com- 

pulsion  as  a last  resort  on  excess  of  land  held  over  and 


“ ““  “ iao'’.  OIi  excess  ot  land  held  over  and 
"SSa"  valuation  of  houacs  on  pro 

rtlc-v>  <SA5D5.— It  was  not  necessary  yet,  27356— If  a 
fee  number  nf  .1-  i 
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Grass  lands  were  needed  for  relieving  congestion  by 
migration,  and  also  for  stopping  emigration  ; the  two 
must  go  on  together,  27369. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  Alexander  Crichton.  |;W'  j" 

A.  — Notes  of  Evidence, 256 

B.  — Memorandum  on  the  Problem  of  Congestion,  258 


CROSBIE,  Mr.  D.  T. 

Bee  also  p.  585. 

Objects  of  Irish  Reform  Association. 

Objects  of  Association  were — 1st.  Co-operation 
among  Irishmen  irrespective,  of  creed  or  class,  for 
development  of  country’s  resources  and  promotion  of 
welfare  of  the  people.  2nd.  Securing  for  Ireland 
effective  control  over  Irish  affairs,  as  far  as  legislative 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  permitted, 
26758. 


f was  not  necessary  yet,  27356.— If  a 
arge  number  of  landlords  absolutely  refused  to  sell 
u might  become  necessary,  27362-3—Compulsion 
—W;,  eIen  *n.c,reaf  congestion  in  the  future,  27364-5. 
been  *^Liht!d  that  ,la.bourer8’  cottages  which  had 

’S"  " ”“ld 


Failure  of  Land  Act  in  Connaught — Causes,  etc. 

Land  Act,  though  practically  made  for  Connaught, 
bad  absolutely  failed  there,  in  comparison  with  Ulster, 
Munster,  and  Leinster,  26714.— Number  of  holdings 
about  the  same  in  the  four  provinces,  but  Leinster 
holdings  were  much  larger,  26715-6. — Connaught  was 
exceptional,  and  required  special  treatment,  26714. — 
Fact  that  population  of  Connaught  had  decreased  less 
than  that  of  other  provinces  did  not  obviate  the  need 
for  special  treatment;  the  thing  was  to  keep  the 
people,  26995-9. — Connaught  valuation  much  below 
that  of  other  three  provinces,  26718.— Principal  causes 
of  failure  to  purchase  agricultural  holdings  in  Con- 
naught:— 

(a)  Smallness  of  holdings,  which  was  not  remedied 
by  ordinary  purchase  ; crux  of  Western  problem  was 
not  purchase  price,  but  how  resources  of  country  and 
general  condition  of  people  could  be  improved. 

(b)  Want  of  sufficient  inducement  to  buy  and  sell, 

and  length  of  transition  stage  between  purchase  being 
agreed  and  money  paid ; buyer  paid  higher  interest 
‘ban  he  would  have  to  under  annuity  when  purchase 
was  completed  ; annuity  only  3i  per  cent.,  including 
sinking  fund,  whereas  landlord  might  charge  5 per 
cent,,  26718,  26759-60.  8 ^ 

(c)  Witness  had  never  found  tenants  anxious  to 
buy,  or  landlords  to  sell,  in  the  West ; tenants  looked 
upon  purchase  merely  as  change  of  landlord  ; reduc- 
tion of  rent  from  annuity  not  considered  sufficient 
benefit;  some  landlords  gave  time  for  payment  of 
arrears,  but  State  only  allowed  two  months,  26718-25. 

(cl)  Established  Commissioners  and  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  sat  at  Dublin,  and  were  out  of  direct 
touch  with  district ; Congested  Districts  Board  should 
f^oCPSteoIin1n^Ssi?!:ance’  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Balfour, 
ib-a  26880.— Connaught  people  must  be  worked 
sympathetically,  26880. 

. (?)  Unwillingness  of  landlord  or  tenant  to  take 
initiative  m effecting  sale  or  purchase  for  fear  of 
prejudicing  bargain  ; third  man  wanted  to  come  be- 
tween, 26729. 

(/)  Dislike  to  change  of  residence,  especially  a menu 
old  people  6 

It  took  witness  two  years  to  re-divide  property  164 
acres  m extent,  which  was  in  rundale,  owing  to 
people  s superstition  and  dislike  to  change  of  houses  • 
improved  state  of  things  resulted,  and  nearly  all  hold- 
ings were  now  economic,  26729-41.— Work  could  not 
have  been  done  after  Act  of  1881,  26735— An  economic 
holding  was  one  which,  if  properly  tilled,  was  suffi- 
nent  to  produce  a living  for  a man  and  his  family; 
test  should  be  inherent  capability  of  soil,  but  witness 
had  known  men  with  small  holdings  who  did  better 
than  those  with  larger  ones ; in  Connaught  vou  had 
to  consider  ability  and  industry  of  holder,  26742-6 

(£7)  Indifference  on  part  of  landlords  and  tenants’ as 
26749dS  r “I69’  26746-8-— Not  a matter  of  climate, 
26749.  ®ut  more  marked  in  Connaught  than  in 
& Kerry,  26750-1— No  dissatisfaction  among  tenants 
with  present  position,  26752.  B ts 
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(h)  Want  of  capital  to  improve  and  stock  holdings, 
26756. 

(tl  Tenants  who  bought  direct  from  vendor  thought 
they  were  barred  from  enlargement  or  improvement 
of  holdings,  26756.— Remedy  for  difficulty  (a) 

(a)  Size  of  holdings  to  be  increased  :— 
Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

1st.  By  acquiring  under  voluntary  arrangement  all 
grass  lands  that  could  be  procured  either  on  estate 
being  sold  or  in  surrounding  district  (congested  or  out- 
side), whether  in  owner’s  hands  or  left  as  grazing 
farms,  26761-2.— Size  of  holdings  should  be  regulated 
by  quality  of  land  and  suitability  of  proposed 
occupier,  26761,  26779-82.— Not  difficult  to  tell  suit- 
ability of  proposed  occupier  if  he  was  a local  man, 
26779. 

Migration  of  Large  Tenants. 


CROSBIE,  Mr.  D.  T. — continued. 

State  Should  do  Drainage  Works,  Maintenance 
Charges  Being  Borne  by  Tenants. 

1st.  By  arterial  drainage,  which  was  duty  of  State 
in  country  like  Connaught,  where  there  was  so  much 
poverty  and  so  many  small  tenants,  26853-8,  26860-2. 
— Landlords  could  not  be  expected  to  do  it ; since  Act 
of  1881  they  had  become  mere  rent-chargers,  and  had 
no  authority  to  enforce  maintenance,  26859,  26872-3.— 
Power  should  be  vested  in  State  ; charges  of  loan  taken 
over,  and  drainage  maintained ; but  maintenance 
charges  should  be  paid  by  tenants ; there  must  be 
authority  to  enforce  this,  or  there  was  danger  of 
money  being  lost  that  had  been  spent  on  improve- 
ments 26861,  26871,  26875-8. — Landlords  and  tenants 
both  should  be  benefited  ; landlord  would  only  be 
relieved  conditionally  on  selling,  26863-7. 


Reclamation. 


2nd.  By  migration  of  largest  tenants  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  where  they  wished  to  go  and  giving  them  suffi- 
cient inducement  to  leave,  26783.— Larger  holdings, 
better  lands,  good  drainage,  etc.,  all  inducements ; 
but  it  was  more  a question  of  residence ; people 
anxious  to  go  where  they  had  friends,  26784-6. — Un- 
tenanted lands  of  Ireland  could  at  once  be  dealt  with 
as  a whole,  for  purpose  of  re-arrangement  and  migra- 
tion, giving  a satisfactory  price  and  settlement  with 
landlord  ; witness  wanted  one  controlling  authority ; 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  with  people  if  question 
of  price  and  negotiations  were  approached  in  proper 
spirit,  26787-96. — Compulsory  purchase  not  contem- 
plated, 26788. — Of  course  it  could  not  be  done  in  a 
moment,  26794,  26798. — Witness  restricted  his  meaning 
to  lands  connected  with  congested  districts,  26795. — 
Purchase  of  land  for  migration  not  so  great  a difficulty 
as  getting  migrant  to  move,  26799. — If  State  held 
large  area  of  grass  land  which  could  not  be  applied  to 
migration  for  some  time  there  would  be  great  danger 
of  creating  very  thing  it  was  proposed  to  remedy  ; if 
people  got  it  into  their  heads  that  every  son  of  a ten- 
ant and  every  labourer  was  to  get  a bit  of  land, 
26801-2. 


Annuities  Proposed  for  Old  People,  Tenancy 
Passing  to  Eldest  Son. 

3rd.  By  granting  annuities  to  old  people  for  their 
joint  lives,  leaving  them  their  house  and  garden,  and 
adding  holding  to  those,  adjoining,  26803-5.  Tenancy 
might  pass  to  eldest  son,  who  would  be  relieved  of 
responsibility  of  aged  parents,  and  his  position  would 
be  improved  by  the  State ; that  was  merely  an  inci- 
dent ; object  was  to  get  possession  of  holding  for  re- 
distribution, in  order  to  relieve  congestion  ; to  benefit 
community  rather  than  individual,  26819-22.— Not 
necessanly  a very  expensive  arrangement,  as  tenants 
of  other  holdings  who  received  part  of  this  land  could 
be  made  to  pay  an  increased  rent  for ; practically  the 
annuity  would  be  contributed  by  the  increased  rent 
oiooI1cWo^,«l)erC  lav8ed  for  new  holding,  26806-7 
26824-6,  26830.— State  would  lose  something,  but  wit- 
ness thought  Government  should  be  prepared  for  that 
in  order  to  settle  Western  question,  26829,  26831.— 
ihis  was  not  an  old  age  pension  scheme,  as  there  was 
a distinct  quid  pro  quo,  26832-4. 

Landlords’  Right  of  Pre-emption  Should  be 
.Extended  to  State. 

sartH1  Yt  arT^W  st 

portion  of  the  chaise  • if  ieceiv.ed  to  pay  off 

prevent  price  of  holding  htSfc*  ® 
value,  26843-6.  g raised  beyond  its  proper 

, (&J.  Want  of  inducement  for  transfpv  nf  l i 
ductive  power  of  land  to  be  increa?d  f 1 **  J pro_ 


2nd.  By  reclaiming  waste  lands  and  paying  ten- 
ants’ interest  at  2§  per  cent,  on  outlay  as  soon  as  it 
became  productive,  26847. 

Striking  of  balance  of  all  Board  of  Works  loans  that 
had  been  paid  for  ten  years  to  tenants  and  vendors; 
occupiers  responsible  for  maintenance  rate ; for  ex- 
ample, it  would  be  a great  inducement  to  landlords  to 
sell  and  tenants  to  buy  if  heavy  tax  in  connection 
with  drainage  of  River  Suck  could  be  paid  off, 
26847-7. — Also  if  money  spent  by  State  on  holdings 
was  given  as  a bonus  to  landlords  and  tenants,  in 
order  to  get  hold  of  grass  lands  for  re-distribution, 
it  would  facilitate  voluntary  sale  of  grass  lands  in 
whole  of  Connaught,  26851-8. 

(c)  Tenants  regarding  purchase  as  merely  change  of 
landlord  ; remedies  for  (a)  and  (b)  would  apply  to 
this  difficulty. 


Distribution  of  Work  of  Land  Purchase 
Between  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners. 

(d.)  Congested  Districts  Board  should  be  remodelled 
and  its  work  confined  to  Connaught ; Estates  Commis- 
sioners  taking  control  of  other  three  provinces ; Board 
should  be  composed  chiefly  of  members  acquainted 
with  special  needs  of  the  West,  and  should  have 
meeting  place,  staff,  and  offices  in  some,  central  posi- 
tion in  Connaught ; Board  could  have  local  repre- 
sentatives in  shape  of  advisory  committees,  26879, 
26905-6,  26913-5,  26923-8. — Competition  was  the  soul 
of  commerce,  and  the  Estates  Commissioners  should 
have  a fair  trial  at  congested  districts  work,  26916-9, 
26954-5.— Estates  Commissioners  would  need  extended 
powers  in  order  to  cover  any  loss  they  might  make, 

Advisory  Committees  would  know  special  circum- 
stances, 26929-30. — Would  advise  on  questions  of 
general  policy,  26932-3. — Not  on  price, . 26933-4.— 
Witness  attached  extreme  importance  to  Advisory 
Council,  26931. — Landlords  could  still  sell  direct, 
26936. — In  cases  of  direct  sale  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  have  power  to  deal  with  estates  after 
sale,  26937-41. 


Sympathetic  Treatment  Needed  in  the  West; 

Instances  in  Case  of  Action  by  United  Irish 

League. 

Landlords  would  make  no  difficulties  if  treated 
sympathetically,  26942. — By  sympathetically  witness 
meant  not  not  officially ; Connaught  people  hated 
officialism,  26943-4. — That  was  why  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  a hold  on  the  people  which  Estates  Com- 
missioners had  not,  26945.— And  why  landlords  and 
tenants  were  so  much  in  sympathy,  26946-7.— Con- 
gested Districts  Board  instituted  as  a paternal  body, 
and  people  of  Connaught  required  to  be  dealt  with 
personally  and  directly,  26880-1,  26908-12.— Mr. 

Doran  was  eminently  suited  for  the  work,  but  he  was 
only  one  man,  and  business  had  to  be  done  with 
Board  as  a whole,  26882-4,  26910.— General  feeling  in 
the  West  was  that  State  should  provide  money,  and 
those  in  sympathy  with  the  people  should  spend  it, 
26956-7. — Witness  thought  Parish  Committees  were 
not  composed  of  representative  men,  26959. — Three 
years  ago,  when  Athenry  was  in  a had  state,  witness 
had  sold  an  estate  there  nearly  all  under  grass,  in 
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large  holdings,  not  knowing  there  was  any  congestion  ; 
in  reply  to  representations  of  United  Irish  League, 
witness  undertook  to  do  all  he  could,  provided  there 
was  no  intimidation  ; he  got  the  purchaser  to  let  him 
off  his  bargain,  and  the  farm  was  distributed  by  the 
League,  the  annuity  being  proportioned ; no  fault 
could  be  found  with  the  League’s  action,  but  Estates 
Commissioners  had  not  shown  themselves  sympathetic, 
26960-8. — In  another  case  League  had  accepted  wit- 
ness’s explanation  on  behalf  of  a tenant  who  had 
taken  a field,  26968-9. — And  generally  he  had  not 
found  them  to  act  badly  or  unfairly  ; it  was  all  a 
question  of  sympathy,  26969. 

Objections  to  Inspection  as  Primary  Step  Towards 
Purchase  of  Land. 

Witness  had  offered  estates  for  sale  to  Estates  Com- 
missioners, but  Mr.  Finucane  refused  to  deal  with  him 
personally  ; then  he  applied  to  Congested  Districts 
Board ; they  suggested  joint  inspection  by  Board  and 
Estates  Commissioners ; witness  strongly  objected  to 
inspection  as  primary  step,  since  tenants  were  sure 
to  see  inspector  and  know  that  owner  refused  to  sell 
at  price  offered  by  Commissioners,  26886-9. — Question 
of  inspection  was  waived,  and  basis  of  an  agreement 
arrived  at  with  Mr.  Doran ; then  Board  decided 
that  they  could  make  no  offer  till  inspection  had 
been  made,  26890. — Witness  offered  to  show  his  books, 
receipts,  etc.,  26892. — All  direct  sales  to  tenants  were 
conducted  without  inspection,  26894-5. — Other  pro- 
perties were  purchased  in  rental,  26896. — Tenants  on 
estates  in  question  were  some  first  term  and  some 
second  term  men,  26898-901.  Joint  inspection  not  re- 
ciprocal ; Estates  Commissioners  did  not  call  in  the 
Board’s  inspector  when  they  bought  property,  26890. 
— Witness  did  not  object  to  inspection  as  a second 
step,  26893,  26907.— Failure  of  the  Act  in  respect  to 
grass  lands  due  to  want  of  any  guiding  principle  by 
which  purchaser  and  vendor  could  estimate  price ; 
only  method  at  present  was  inspection,  which  prac- 
tically bound  vendor  to  accept  price  offered,  and 
therefore  prevented  owners  from  selling,  26999-7000. — 
Inspectors  at  present  were  officers  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission, 27112-3. — And  Estates  Commissioners  were 
the  Land  Commission,  27114-5. — It  would  be  ,an  im- 
provement to  have  a valuer  appointed  by  owner,  as 
well  as  one  appointed  by  purchaser,  27118-20. — But 
still  not  a fair  basis  of  action,  27121. — Witness  had 
same  objection  to  inspection  as  primary  thing  on 
untenanted  as  on  tenanted  land,  27122-4. — There  was 
also  the  want  oi  some  disinterested  medium  through 
whom  both  parties  could  be  approached  without  pre- 
judicing their  case,  and  further,  the  want  of  an  open 
market,  /which  was  impossible,  because  it  would 
bring  in  new  tenants,  27000.— In  regard  to  suggested 
remedies  to  it  in  evidence,  price  should  be  worked 
out  according  to  (a),  then  estate  should  be  inspected 
as  regards  general  condition,  etc.  ; if  further  inspec- 
tion were  required,  as  regards  security,  purchaser  or 
vendor  should  be  able  to  appeal  to  an  independent 
tribunal  as  an  equity  judge,  27078,  27110-1. — Grass 
land  primarily  concerned,  87079. 

Annuity  for  Old  People — Method  of  Providing 
Annuity. 

(/)  Young  people  might  be  migrated,  old  people 
given  an  annuity  and  left  the  house  and  garden  for 
their  lives ; that  would  not  involve  two  holdings, 
26970. — Annuity  partly  provided  by  increased 
interest  paid  by  adjoining  tenant  on  increase  in  his 
holding,  for  tenant’s  interest  of  which  he  would  have 
paid  nothing,  26972. — This  interest  would  practically 
bo  interest- on  fine,  26973. — No  one  should  get  tenant’s 
interest  in  a holding  for  nothing ; tenants  were  per- 
fectly willing  and  able  to  pay,  26794-7. — Whether 
proper  payment  was  made  by  new  holders  for  holdings 
from  which  people  had  been  migrated  depended  oh 
amount  of  annuity  representing  landlord’s  and  ten- 
ant’s interest,  26978-88. 

Advances  for  Improvements  and  Stocking. 

(h)  Every  tenant  in  a congested  district  should  be 
able  to  get  an  advance  for  improvements  and  stocking 
at  2J  per  cent.,  from  State  funds,  26991-2. — Advan- 
tages should  be  conferred  on  other  provinces  as  well  as 
Connaught,  26994. 


CROSBIE,  Mr.  D.  T. — continued. 

State  Should  Compensate  Vendors  for  Depriving 
them  of  Right  to  Sell  in  Open  Market. 

Vendors  should  be  compensated  by  the  State  for  the 
loss  sustained  in  being  prevented  from  selling  in  open 
market ; certain  proportion,  if  not  all,  of  such  com- 
pensation should  be  recovered  from  new  tenants  by 
increasing  their  annuity ; amount  of  compensation 
should  vary  from  five  to  ten  years’  purchase  of  equiva- 
lent of  second  term  rent,  27126. 

Price  of  Land — Land  Conference  Terms,  etc.. 

Land  Conference  report  laid  down  income  as  repre- 
sented by  second  term  rents  or  their  fair  equivalent 
as  basis  of  price,  which  should  either  be  assurance 
by  State  of  that  income  or  capital  sum  producing 
that  income  at  3 per  cent,  or  3i,  if  guaranteed  by 
State,  or  if  powers  of  trustees  were  sufficiently  en- 
larged ; costs  of  collection  not  exceeding  10  per  cent., 
should  be  excluded  from  income,  such  income  or  capi- 
tal sum  should  be  obtainable  without  capital  outlay  to 
prove  title  to  sell  or  to  receive  purchase  money, 
without  unreasonable  delay,  without  loss  of  income 
pending  re-investment,  and  without  leaving  portion 
of  capital  sum  as  guarantee  deposit,  27000,  27104, 
27107. — In  typical  case  given  gross  income  rent  ac- 
tually received  was  £746,  less  ten  per  cent.,  £672 
yielding,  when  capitalised  at  3£  per  cent.,  £20,400 ; 
or,  as  Mr.  Finucane  proposed,  taking  Government 
valuation  as  basis,  £490  for  tenanted  land  gave 
£10,290  at  twenty-one  years’  purchase  ; £322  for  lands 
in  owner’s  hands  gave  £8,372  at  twenty-six  years’ 
purchase,  which,  with  addition  of  bonus,  £2,162, 
gave  £20,822,  27008. — Bonus  was  payable  on  every 
kind  of  sale,  27010-12. — Except  on  bankrupt  estates, 
27013. — Poor  rate  was  on  untenanted  land,  and  would 
have  to  be  paid  by  purchaser,  27015-6. — Anything 
urchaser  had  to  pay  for  afterwards  should  be  de- 
ucted ; anything  redeemed  should  not  be  deducted, 
27016. — Witness’s  summary  showed  that  sale  was  per- 
fectly safe  without  inspection,  and  that  price  could 
not  be  far  wrong,  since  it  worked  out  in  six  different 
ways,  27017,  27108. 

Herd’s  Freedom. 

Herd’s  freedom  a distinct  asset  in  Connaught ; 
herd  got  collops  and  so  many  head  of  cattle,  with 
grazing  in  summer  and  hay  in  winter,  and  2£  acres  of 
land  or  more,  27019-20. — He  was  paid  in  kind  almost 
universally,  27021-2. — He  would  get  a holding  instead 
of  salary  for  work,  and  would  not  object  to  change, 
27023-6.  6 

Price  of  Land  ; Security  Question. 

(5)  included  tenanted  and  untenanted  land,  27080, 
27109. 

Witness  did  not  touch  question  of  mortgages,  be- 
cause they  were  paid  off,  27081.— Every  charge  paid 
off  was  redeemed,  27083. — There  were  two  divisions  to 
be  considered  in  regard  to  security — security  of  the 
Government  and  security  for  payment  of  interest ; 
for  the  former  there  was  the  landlord’s  interest,  and 
over  and  above  that  the  tenant's  interest,  which  gave 
an  ample  margin,  for  the  latter  there  was  also 
an  ample  margin,  27000. — Witness,  from  thirty 
years’  experience  among  them,  absolutely  denied  that 
Irish  tenants  were  dishonest  as  regards  ' payment  of 
rent ; he  put  in  a table  showing  rents  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  very  worst  times,  1879  to  1883 ; he  got 
arrears  even,  though  everyone  else  was  giving  abate- 
ments, 27165-9,  27174. — Rents  now  were  twenty-five 
per  cent,  lower,  27170-1.— Inference  was  absolute  se- 
curity for  the  State  in  regard  to  annuities,  27172. — 
Five  tenants  to  whom  witness  had  sold  under  were 
worst  paying  tenants  on  property  and  very  unthrifty, 
but  they  had  paid  annuities  on  average  of  twenty-two 
years’  purchase,  27190-5.— Land  did  not  produce  half 
or  two-thirds  what  it  might,  27195. — Object  of  break- 
ing up  grass  land  was  to  have  tillage,  otherwise  it 
would  be  anything  but  a benefit,  27196-7. — Four 
farms  of  twenty-five  acres  would  not  carry  100  head 
of  cattle  under  present  system,  27198. — They  might, 
by  home  feeding,  27199. — But  home- fed  cattle,  would 
have  to  be  finished,  27200. — Witness  fully  endorsed 
Father  O’Hara’s  evidence  that  gross  produce  could 
be  doubled  by  improved  agriculture,  draining 
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manuring,  greater  variety  of  crops,  right  class  of 
stock,  etc.,  27206,  27207.— Land  was  purchased  in 
many  cases  at  its  minimum  value,  so  that  security 
was  perfectly  safe  if  money  were  spent  on  improving 
it,  27205. — Spirit  of  Act  of  1903  was  to  develop  re- 
sources of  country  and  improve  condition  of  people, 
and  the  more  these  objects  were  promoted  by  the 
State  the  better  would  be  the  security,  27208  —No 
need  for  compulsion,  no  landlords  would  make  ob- 
stacles if  they  got  a fair  price,  27208-15. -- -Landlords 
willing  to  sell  if  there  was  anyone  to  deal  with, 
27217-8.  —Landlords  should  not  be  asked  to  sell  grass 
lands  and  be  left  with  tenanted  lands  on  their  hands, 
27223-30. — All  charges  must  be  redeemed  out  of  pur- 
chase-money ; any  that  could  not  be  cleared  should 
be  deducted,  27084. 


Advantages  of  Wyndham  Act. 


Wyndham  Act  far  better  for  tenants  than  Ash- 
bourne Act ; under  latter  farm  held  at  £100,  and 
sold  at  eighteen  years’  purchase,  would  pay  annuity 
of  £72  for  forty-nine  years,  whereas  under  former  an- 
nuity would  be  £58  10s.,  giving  an  annual  saving  of 
£13  10s.,  27175. — Number  of  years’  purchase  taken 
made  no  difference  to  comparison,  27176. — £13  10s. 
invested  annually  at  compound  interest  at  four  per 
cent,  would  amount  to  £1,968  in  forty-nine  years, 
27180. — Deducting  balance  of  purchase-money  still 
due  at  end  of  forty-nine  years,  which  was  £900,  there 
was  still  credit  balance  to  tenant  of  £1,068 ; total 
purchase-money  under  Ashbourne  Act  was  £1,800 ; 
deducting  £1,068  from  that,  total  amount  paid  for 
holding  would  be  £732,  that  was  seven  years’  pur- 
chase as  compared  with  eighteen  under  Ashbourne 
Act,  27181-2. — Under  Wyndham  Act  tenant  paying 
£72  per  annum  would  get  up  to  same  amount  in 
thirty-nine  years  as  tenant  under  Ashbourne  Act  in 
forty-nine,  which  would  be  saving  of  £720,  which,  if 
invested  at  five  per  cent.,  would  give  £35  a year  in 
perpetuity,  27183-4. — Any  farmer  could  get  five  per 
cent,  in  improving  his  holding,  27185-6.— Tenants  as 
a rule  would  choose  the  Ashbourne  Act,  simply  because 
they  did  not  understand  it,  27188-9. 

Land  Conference  Scheme. 


In  Land  Conference  scheme  £672  was  income,  not 
net  income,  27085-8,  27103.— Witness  was  considering 
free  sale,  not  compulsion,  27087. — Inducement  ought 
to  _ be  exhausted  before  trying  compulsion  ; whole 
spirit  of  the  Land  Act  was  to  work  by  inducement, 
27088-90,  27097. — Landlord  could  pay  off  charges  at 
any  moment,  270934. — Tenant  was  bound  to  give  fair 
value,  but  not  to  get  land  cheaper  because  estate  was 
encumbered,  27091-2,  27095-6— Ten  per  cent,  deduc- 
tion for  cost  of  collection  was  taken  from  Land  Con- 
ference terms  ; witness  thought  deduction  should  not 
be  made  since  agency  fees  had  to  be  redeemed,  27098 
f°  rl!1  oase  ,of  grass  lands  the  ten  per  cent, 
should  go  under  the  head  of  taxes  which  tenant  would 
have  to  pay  when  he  oame  in,  27098-101— Witness 
maintained  that  landlord’s  private  engagements  had 
nothing  to  do  with  position  taken  up  by  Land  Con- 


Grass  Lands. 

Three  liijids  oi  grass  lands ; („)  those  that  coni 
be  profitably  tilled  by  small  tamers,  27127— (1 
those  that  would  be  disimproved  by  tillage,  rich  gra* 
H?8  fr^umn«.  considerably  developed  agriculture 
skm,,  . Profitable  tallage,  27127— (c)  those  tha 
would  be  improved  by  tillage,  heath  lands,  etc.,  2712'i 
Mr  Ellice  breaking  and  manurinf 

rtlreE  2712fb39  ^ marvellously  successft 

and  wSi  iteration  of  land  exhauste 

**  rwby  gua"°  he  an  immense  benefil 

27133— Theory  originated  fifty  years  ago,  27134. 

Methods  of  Estimating  Purchase  Value  of 
Grass  Lands. 

(A  1.)  In  oase  of  grass  lands  farmed  by  vendor 
purchase  value,  vendor  should  be  dealt  with  ver 


liberally,  27135.—  (B  1.)  In  case  of  lands  where  ven 
dor  had  taken  m grazing  stock  for  the  summer  and 
had  meadowed  portion  of  land,  purchase  value  shouM 
be  estimated  by  average  gross  receipts  for  a certain 
number  of  years,  deducting  taxes  and  outgoings  and 
capitalising  at  3£  or  3£  per  cent.,  according  c;,. 
cumstances,  27135— This  method  could  not  be  auDlied 
to  A 1,  27137— (C  1.)  In  oase  of  lands  let  on  EJ 
months’  system  (a  ruinous  system)  purchase  vain* 
should  be  estimated  as  for  (B  1),  27135. 


Waste  and  Partially  Waste  Lands  ; Remedies 
Proposed. 

Four  kinds  of  waste  and  partially  waste  land  due 
to  (a)  want  of  drains  and  maintenance  of  drains  • 

(6)  want  of  cultivating ; ’ 

(c)  want  of  manuring  ; 

(d)  burning  and  excessive  use  of  guano; 

(c)  over  meadowing  and  letting  meadows  by  auc- 
tion without  manuring,  27138.  J 

Drainage. 

Remedies  suggested — (a)  Government  shou’d  at 
once  make  arterial  drains  where  required  and  deepen 
existing  water-courses  ; thousands  of  acres  could  be 
brought  under  cultivation,  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  work  should  not  be  done  this  summer- 
tenants  could  not  do  it;  landlords  were  debarred- 
therefore  it  was  the  State’s  duty,  27138-9.— Govem- 
ment  would  have  to  do  maintenance,  making  tenants 
pay  a charge,  27140-2. — Commission  now  about  to  re- 
port did  not  go  beyond  drainage  nor  touch  question 
of  reclamation  of  waste  lands,  27143. 


RECLAMATION. 


(b)  Government  should  pay  occupiers  for  reclaim- 
ing and  cultivating  waste  lands,  charging  annuity 
when  they  became  reproductive,  or  else  have  reclama- 
tion done  and  divide  reclaimed  land  among  adjoining 
tenants,  charging  them  annuity  in  proportion  to  in- 
creased value  of  lands ; this  also  could  be  done  at 
once  without  legislation,  27143. 

Artificial  Manure  Should  be  Given. 

(c)  Purchasing  tenants  should  be  given  a certain 
amount  of  artificial  manure  free,  provided  that  they 

*am-yard  manure  to  a sufficient  amount, 
, system,  involving  expense,  but  that 
mU! ,f  was  to  be  done  in  Con- 

naught, 27153. 

Laws  Against  Burning  to  be  Enforced. 

. (d)  Damage  had  been  done  in  the  past,  but  exist- 
ing laws  against  burning  should  be  enforced,  27143. 

Meadowing  Should  be  Discouraged. 

System  should  be  discouraged  in  eveiy  way, 
«ane?%  Practised,  27144-5— Meadow 
ffa  stoT  was  let  fof  bay  ; whoever  bought  it  let  it 
stand  as  long  as  possible,  and  cut  it  down  to  the  very 
971  kn  v ther®  was  very  little  after-grass,  27146, 
r.°  W of  preventing  it ; very  often  owner 
whnli  ™ im+elf’  27151-2— Round  I.oughrea  last  year 
hole  country  was  under  hay-cocks,  because  the  land 
was  striped  out,  but  fences  were  not  yet  .made,  27147. 

S°  °n  takil,g  hay  off  land  year  after 
.a^ain  point  it  did  not  get  much 
■ ’ 27148.  Artificial  manure  paid  over  and  over 
Again,  and  paid  .at  once,  27149. 

Indebtedness 


Credit  system  of  living,  often  practised  by  small 
armers,  most  expensive  system  possible,  both  for 
shopkeepers  and  tenants,  27155. —Shop keepers  did  not 
^ harshly  so  long  as  their  creditors  continued  to 
deal  with  them,  27156— No  cheap  escape  from  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  in  Ireland,  27158-9— Simple  and  exne- 
drtmus  means  of  getting  clear  before  County  Court 
would  be  an  immense  check  on  giving  credit,  27160-1. 
,,  t •’v  ?res6I|i'  cr®dit  was  an  absolute  necessity  to 
the  Irish  farmer,  .because  he  had  no  cash,  27161-3— 
if  he  could  not  get  credit  he  must  be  able  to  borrow 
money  cheaply,  27164. 
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Landlords  and  Estates  Commissioners. 

Witness  wished  emphatically  to  dissociate  himself 
from  Mr.  Boyd’s  evidence,  as  reported  in  Dublin 
Evening  Mail,  as  to  dissatisfaction  of  landlords  with 
administration  of  Estates  Commissioners,  25515. 


Sale  op  Witness’s'  Kerry  Estates  ; Criticism  op 
Mr.  Bailey’s  Evidence. 

Witness  affirmed  that  Mr.  Bailey’s  evidence  regard- 
ing sale  of  his  Kerry  estates  and  fictitious  arrange- 
ment between  himself  and  his  tenants  whereby  a cer- 
tain sum  of  money  beyond  actual  purchase  price  was 
arranged,  so  that  landlord  might  get  bonus  on  added 
amount  while  tenant  would  get  sum  of  money  for  im- 
provements at  low  interest,  was  utterly  misleading ; 
Commissioners  were  cognisant  of  the  whole  transac- 
tion, and  had  ruled  that  advances  out  of  Land  Pur- 
chase Fund  could  -be  made  for  improvements  in  oases 
of  sales  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant ; if  any  fraud 
upon  the  Act  had  been  committed,  it  was  by  tenants 
and  Commissioners,  the  one  to  get  cheap  money,  the 
other  improved  security,  the  landlord  did  not  come 
in  at  all  except  on  the  question  of  bonus ; if  the 
Commissioners  had  objected  to  added  moneys  being 
sanctioned,  witness  would  have  acquiesced,  and  thus 
hastened  sale  of  property  and  avoided  loss ; question 
of  bonus  was  based  upon  supposition  that  sales  were 
within  the  zones,  and  that  Commissioners  could  not 
discriminate  between  purchase  money  and  advances 
for  improvements,  but  full  details  had  been  asked  for 
and  given ; terms  of  sale  had  been  concluded  three 
years  before,  but  upon  four  separate  occasions  sale 
had  been  blocked  through  no  fault  of  witness,  25517. 
—On  last  occasion  some  few  tenants  had  made  an  un- 
warranted claim,  which  he  refued  to  consider,  25517, 
25519. — Witness’s  properties  were  all  within  the  zones 
except  one,  so  inspection  might  take  place  under  the 
conditions  of  a property  sold  within  the  zones,  25520, 
25526. — Tenor  of  Mr.  Bailey’s  evidence  was  that  if 
estate  was  within  the  zones  Commissioners  had  not 
power  to  differentiate,  if  sum  had  been  put  down  in 
purchasing  agreement,  between  purchase-money  and 
advances  for  improvements,  25521. — Evidence  of 
tenants  would  be  taken  by  the  Commission  if  they  de- 
sired it,  25527-8. 


Fictitious  Claims  Put  Forward  by  Tenants. 

Tenants  who  put  forward  a fictitious  and  bogus 
claim  were  guilty  of  blackmailing,  the  case  was  be- 
fore the  Estates  Commissioners,  who  had  sent  down 
« special  inspector  to  go  into  .the  question,  25529, 
25531.  Claim  was  for  flooding  of  their  land  and  reduc- 
tion in  their  purchasing  agreement ; it  had  not  been 
made  when  estate  was  sold  or  agreement  signed,  hut 
after  three  yeaTs  claim  was  sent  to  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, 25533-4. — They  wanted  to  break  through  their 
purchasing  agreements  after  having  signed  them, 
25534,  25537-9. — Transaction  was  for  over  £100,000, 
which  witness  was  supposed  to  have  vitiated  for  the 
sake  of  increase  in  bonus  of  £200  or  £300,  25536.— 
Last  inspection  of  estate  and  inquiry  had  taken  place 
nearly  three  years  after  deposit  of  agreement,  25577. 
— No  flooding  had  occurred  during  that  period,  nor 
for  many  years,  but  flooding  had  been  considered  in 
fixing  second  term  rents,  and  a reduction  of  20  per 
cent,  had  been  allowed,  25578-9. — Witness  had  not 
been  asked  to  deposit  any  security  against  flooding, 
but  he  had  not  got  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners, 
25580.— -Estates  Commissioners  were  acting  ivithin 
their  rights  in  making  close  inquiries,  as,  by  recent 
rules,  special  reference  was  made  to  the  upkeep  and 
safeguarding  of  river  and  sea  embankments,  25581. — 
Second  term  rent  might  vary  according  to  develop- 
ment, but  on  instalment  for  sixty-eight  and  a half 
years,  if.  was  possibly  a serious  thing  to  have  flooded 


Rums  Due  for  Arrears  Added  to  Purchase  Moni 
Practice  was  Legal. 

Transaction  referred  to  by  "Mr.  Bailey  was  thato 
tain  sums  due  for  arrears  had  been  added  to  purchi 
money ; the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and,  on  appeal,  f 
v-ourt  of  King’s  Bench,  had  decided  that  that  was 
1€?al.  course,  and  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  Co 
missioneTs  up  to  that  time,  25540-3. 


Agreement  that  a Certain  Sum  Should  be  Handed 
Back  to  Tenants  as  Advance  for  Improve- 
ments ; Commissioners  Had  Ruled  that  such 
Advances  were  Legal. 

Agreement  had  been  made  that  certain  money 
should  be  handed  back  to  the  tenants  out  of  the  ad- 
vance for  purchase-money,  for  improvements,  etc.,  after 
it  had  been  fully  considered  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Commissioners,  25545. — The  object  was  to  enable 
tenants  to  get  a little  capital  for  drainage  works,  as 
■all  their  money  had  been  expended  on  hay-sheds  ; at 
first  witness  had  refused  request  of  tenants  for  ad- 
vance, but  a neighbouring  estate  had  done  it,  and 
Estates  Commissioners  had  ruled  that  such  advances 
were  legal,  so  consent  had  been  given,  on  condition 
that  Commissioners  were  cognisant  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, 25546,  25574. — Witness  had  agreed  with  his 
tenants  for  a certain  fixed  sum  to  be  added  to  the 
purchase  agreement,  which  was  to  he  returned  to 
tenants  when  money  was  provided,  25547. — It  was  a 
method  of  getting  a cheap  loan  for  sixty -eight  years, 
and  was  a great  .advantage  to  them  and  improvement 
to  the  farms,  .as  well  as  an  .advantage  to  the  State  in 
the  improved  security,  25548-9. — Purchase  agreement 
had  not  been  signed  before  added  money  was  considered, 
this  added  money  was  considered  between  date  of  sell- 
ing estate  on  terms  agreed  upon,  and  date  of  tenants 
signing  purchase  agreements,  before  agreements  were 
deposited  with  Estates  Commissioners,  25552-7. 

Bonus  Question. 

Bonus  question  had  not  arisen  at  all  during  the 
trasaction,  tas  the  question  the  Commissioners  had 
sent  was  whether  they  could  make  advances  for  im- 
provements, 25559-60. — When  purchase-money  was 
deposited  and  distributed,  Estates  Commissioners 
were  bound  to  pay  a twelve  per  cent,  bonus  upon  it, 
but  not  until  then,  as  it  was  the  last  transaction  of 
all,  25561-2. — Bonus  was  12  per  cent,  upon  the  gross 
purchase  oney,  25564. — Witness  oontended  that  in 
this  transaction  there  was  purchase  money  and  .added 
money,  and  upon  the  latter  there  could  be  no  bo  ms, 
25565,  25565a.. — There  was  no  power  under  the  Act  to, 
specifically  give  a loan  to  tenants  for  improvements, 
25566.— -Therefore  if  loans  for  improvements  were  ob- 
tained it  would  have  to  be  by  treating  it  as  part  of  the 
purchase-money,  but  witness  had  been  careful  to  make 
it  cleaT  to  the  Commissioners  that  this  loan  was  money 
added  to  the  purchase-money,  25567,  25570. — If  it 
were  illegal  there  could  be  no  legal  consequences,  and 
no  bonus  could  be  paid,  ?5568-59a.— Witness  abso 
lutely  denied  that  he  had  tried  1o  get  horns  on  a 
fictitious  purchase  amount,  25571-3. — He  had  not  tried 
to  claim  a larger  bonus  than,  he  was  entitled  to,  25576. 


FITZGIBBON,  Mr.  J. 


Programmes  of  Land  League,  National  League, 
and  United  Irish  League. 

Programme  of  Land  League  and  National  League 
were  similar  as  regards  land,  25387. — Agrarian  policy 
of  L’nited  Irish  League  was  similar  to  that  of  Land 
League ; wording  of  constitution  of  United  Irish 
League,  so  far  as  it  related  to  land ; abolition  of 
landlordism  by  means  of  a universal  .and  compulsory 
system  of  sales  of  landlord’s  interest,  tenant’s  pro- 
perty being  excluded  in  assessment  of  valuing  of  this 
interest,  together  with  reinstatement  of  tenants  evicted 
in  connection  with  the  land  war  and  restoration  to 
legal  status  of  tenancy  of  caretakers  and  future 
tenants  whose  rights  were  sacrificed  by  operation  of 
Section  7 of  Land  Act  of  1887  ; periodical  distress  and 
famine  in  the  West  to  be  ended  by  abolishing,  on 
terms  of  just  compensation,  the  grazier  system,  and 
restoring  the  people  to  occupation  of  lands  in  boldines 
of  sufficient  size  and  quality ; National  League 
(founded  by  Mr.  Michael  Davitt  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Parnell)  programme  was  to  protect  the  people 
from  unjust  or  capricious  exercise  of  privilege  hr 
landlords  or  any  other  class,  to  seek  abolition  o’f 
2 h 
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present  Land  laws  in  Ireland  by  every  constitutional 
means,  and  to  substitute  a system  in  accordance  with 
social  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  ; -both  organi- 
sations aimed  at  creation  of  a peasant  proprietary 
and  more  equitable  distribution  of  grass  or  un- 
tenanted lands. 

Other  Agrarian  Organisations  existing  in  the 
Fifties. 

Other  agrarian  organisations  existed  in  the  fifties, 
not  conducted  in  daylight,  known  as  Ribbommen, 
Whiteboys,  and  Molly  Maguires ; sequel  to  clearances 
following  Famine  of  1846  and  1847 ; hopeless  en- 
deavours to  compel  men  to  give  up  lauds  from  which 
people  were  evicted,  some  evictions  made  previous  to 
passing  of  Encumbered  Estates  Act  of  1849 ; greater 
number  of  clearances  took  place  after  1849 ; no  con- 
stitutional organisation  then  in  Ireland,  only  method 
that  of  visiting  houses  by  night  to  deter  those  who 
were  helping  the  landlord ; tracts  laid  down  for 
grazing  were  dug  up  at  night  as  a mark  of  indigna- 
tion against  the  evictions ; revenge  taken  on  e victors 
and  abettors,  for  which  hundreds  suffered  penal  servi- 
tude ; no  constitutional  movement  existed  until  found- 
ing of  Land  League  on  August  16th,  1879,  in  Mayo, 
few  years  before  Tenants’  Defence  Association  had 
been  founded  by  Messrs.  Harris  and  Kilmartin  in 
County  Galway ; local  character  of  organisations, 
efforts  to  make  tenants  combine  not  effectual,  25388-9. 
— Act  of  1870  arose  from  Fenian  organisation  of 
1865  and  1867,  not  an  agrarian  organisation,  25390-1. 

Evictions  following  passing  of  Encumbered 
Estates  Act. 

Failure  of  potato  crop  in  1879,  ad  fall  in  price 
of  cattle  due  to  importation  of  American  beef,  made 
tenant-farmers  realise  necessity  of  keeping  a grip  on 
their  holdings  ; passing  of  Encumbered  Estates  Act 
to  founding  of  Land  League,  population  of  Ireland 
decreased  by  2,500,000  ; evictions  in  three  years  fol- 
lowing passing  of  this  Act,  according  to  MuLhall’s 
dictionary  of  statistics,  numbered  1,900,000  families, 
950,000  people ; Pollock  clearances,  1,100  families 
evicted  on  portion  of  estate  for  purpose  of  concen- 
trating holdings  into  vast  grass  ranches,  25391. — Date 
of  Pollock  clearances,  1853  to  1855,  25302-3. 

Pollock  Estate  in  County  Galway,  25394. — Traces  of 
old  divisions  of  holdings  still  visible ; not  so  great  on 
Pollock  Estate  as  on  others  ; care  taken  to  erase  traces 
25395-6. 


Land  Agitation  in  1880. 

In  November,  1879,  at  a tenant-farmers’  meeting 
m Roscommon,  Mr.  Parnell  offered  the  landlords 
twenty  years’  purchase  on  the  poor  law  valuation ; 
in  1880,  at  Kilkenny,  Mr.  Parnell  said  that  land- 
lordism could  not  survive  in  Ireland;  no  system  of 
partnership  between  landlord  and  tenant  could  be 
obtained  from  the  State ; vast  unpopulated  tracts  and 
ruined  homes  showed  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to 
system  and  initiating  a system  that  would  allow  the 
land  to  be  properly  cultivated;  he  directed  that  no 
• Sorts  should  be  wasted  in  propping  up  landlordism, 
but  to  work  for  the  right  of  ownership;  every  other 
country  had  substituted  ownership  for  feudal  tenure  ■ 
prosecutions  followed  speeches  of  a similar  character 
delivered  by  Messrs.  Parnell,  Davitt,  Dillon,  and 
others ; lengthy  State  trial  in  1880,  resulting  in  no 
conviction.  6 


Mr.  Parnell  regretted  adoption  of  principle  of  em; 
gration  instead  of  migration,  suggested  power  f 
proposed  Commission  to  purchase  land  in  Ireland 
believed  that  every  man  was  required  in  Ireland  fn,’ 
development  of  industrial  resources,  emigration  should 
be  a natural  movement,  as  in  continental  countries 
Mr.  Parnell  also  said  that  condition  of  Irish  laboured 
was  wretched  ; he  thought  proposed  Commission  should 
have  power  to  buy  land  and  settle  labourers  upon  it 
in  districts  where  they  might  find  employment-  ar 
rangements  proposed  for  the  Courts  in  the  Bill’ Mr 
Parnell’s  opinion  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
reconcile  the  respective  interests,  and  any  friction 
would  destroy  utility  of  proposed  scheme ; true  solu- 
tion of  land  question  was  to  enable  occupiers  to  be- 
come owners,  25397-9.— Mr.  J.  Redmond  also  objected 
to  facilities  for  emigration  provided  in  Bill;  popUla. 
tion  decreased  by  2,500,000  in  twenty-eight  years 
100,000  had  emigrated  in  the  previous  year,  75  per 
cent,  between  ages  of  fifteen  and  thirty-five  years- 
thousands  of  fertile  acres  in  Ireland  without  a home- 
stead, and  thousands  of  acres  of  reclaimable  land- 
Irish  representatives  accused  of  making  extravagant 
demands;  no  attention  paid  to  their  representations 
at  the  time  of  the  Bill. 


Unchanging  Character  of  Land  League 
Programme. 

Unchanging  character  of  Land  League  programme 
could  be  judged  by  perusal  of  debates  of  amending 
Bills  up  to  1903,  aud  now  only  partly  secured  by 
adopting  Land  League  programme;  hoped  that  pre- 
sent Commission  would  finally  settle  question;  wit- 
ness agreed  with  much  of  Mr.  Finucane’s  evidence 
and  with  the  generality  of  Messrs.  Doran’s  ami 
Bailey’s  evidence;  the  three  would  have  no  difficulty 
in  settling  the  question  finally,  if  they  had  the  means 
and  the  co-operation  of  Irishmen;  twenty-six  or 
twenty-seven  years  wasted ; cost  of  the  strife  between 
State,  landlords  and  people  in  suffering,  eviction, 
etc. ; conclusive  proof  of  unsuitability  of  English- 
men and  English  Parliament  to  deal  with  Irish 
questions  afforded  by  repeated  attempts  to  settle  ques- 
tion ; constant  expenditure  of  public  money  to  bolster 
up  a system  objected  to  by  Ireland’s  representatives 
and  leaving  Ireland  so  unsettled  that  community  had 
suffered  by  constant  emigration ; absolutely  necessary 
to.  settle  Land  Question  finally,  not  only  by  making 
present  occupants  of  holdings  the  owners,  but  by 
Bringing  back  to  the  land  the  descendants  of  those 
who  had  been  driven  off ; programme  of  United  Irish 
League  comprised  equitable  distribution  of  grass 
lands  or  untenanted  -lands  acquired  by  compulsory 
purchase  where  voluntary  sales  failed ; acquisition  ol 
all  tenanted  lands  by  the  same  process. 

Means  of  Securing  Uniformity  of  Price. 

Uniformity  of  price  to  be  secured  by  conducting 
sales  through  Estates  Commissioners  or  Congested 
Districts  Board,  either  body  being  allowed  to  fix 
prices;  uniformity  of  price  could  not  be  carried  out 
through  direct  sales;  rents  fixed  much  more  favour- 
ably on  some  estates  than  on  others ; tenants  hood- 
winked into  giving  larger  prices  than  they  should 
by  tenants  with  large  holdings  who  expected  improve- 
ments which  the  smaller  tenant  did  not  hope  for.— 
Standard  of  purchase-price  mentioned  by  Mr.  Boyd, 
namely,  twenty-three  years’  purchase  of  second  term 
rents,  was  too  high,  especially  for  land  in  the  West, 
25399-400. 


Land  Act  of  1881. 

°nL1^.i  attributed  to  results  of  agitation 
preceded  by  Mr  Forster’s  Coercion  Act;  fashion  ir 
TrSnlnr.^fCere  rfmediaJ-  legislation  by  coercion 
the  RiflP  ffi  * speeches  on  second  reading  oi 
SL?tdl-  11  fUrged  exProPriation  of  landlords  anc 
sL^d  Sdlor^  VI0VT¥*rJ ! Mr.  D.  O’Conoi 

sa.  landlords  differed  in  opinion,  etc.,  from  the 
majority,  and  country  required  an  increase  in  rccunv 
mg  owners;  Mr.  J.  Dillon  was  imprisoned  for  S 
eonfefr;rnefCthn,0  BiU  introduction  of  a S 
conferring  absolute  ownership  • suggestions  marlp 
durmg  Second  Reading  Debate5  in  favour  TemZrt 
tion;  facilities  for  emigration  introduced  into  B§ill- 


Bonus  and  Price  Under  Act  of  1903. 

Landlords  received  several  sets  of  bonuses  under 
Act  of  1903;  previous  to  the  Act  landlords  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  would  have  been  glad  to  sell  at 
twenty  years’  purchase,  or  even  eighteen  years’  pur- 
chase, 25401-3. — Financial  arrangement  under  Act  of 
1903  substituting  payment  of  3£  per  cent,  for  sixt.v- 
eight  years  instead  of  4 per  cent,  for  forty-nine  years, 
tenants  agreeing  to  higher  prices  because  annuity  for 
repayment  of  loan  was  reduced,  25403,  25407-9, 
25412-20,  25494-503. — Alteration  in  financial  arrange- 
ment was  fair  equivalent  to  depression  in  price  of 
Land  Stock  from  £110  to  £98  or  £96,  notwithstanding 
landlords’  assertion  that  the  12  per  cent,  was  to  make 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  V. 


FITZGIBBON,  Mr.  J. — continued. 


FITZGIBBON,  Mr.  J.— continued. 


up  for  the  depreciation  in  Land  Stock,  25403. — 12 
per  cent,  was  the  bonus,  25404,  25410. — Tenant  en- 
couraged to  offer  the  highest  price,  25405. — Increased 
number  of  years’  purchase  more  than  corresponded 
with  depreciation  in  Land  Stock,  25406. — Difference 
in  price  went  entirely  into  the  landlord’s  pocket, 
25413,  25420.— Difference  of  more  than  three  years  in 
prices  of  land  bought  under  the  Ashbourne  Act  and 
those  bought  under  the  Act  of  1903,  25420. — Proof  of 
statement  could  be  obtained  by  comparing  prices  re- 
ceived by  solvent  landlords  before  and  after  Act  of 
1903,  difference  of  at  least  20  per  cent.,  25421-2. — 
Land  purchase  would  have  been  slower  without  the 
inflation  of  prices  caused  by  Act  of  1903,  but  it  would 
not  necessarily  have  stopped ; difference  between  the 
4 per  cent,  and  the  3£  per  cent,  sufficient  in  itself 
without  any  bonus,  25423-9. — Great  stimulus  to  land 
purchase  if  simple  measure  giving  the  bonus  to  for- 
mer Acts  had  been  substituted  for  Land  Act  of  1903, 
25431. — Third  inducement  to  landlords  was  the  power 
fo  buy  back  the  demesne  lands  after  selling,  25432. — 
Three  bonuses  received  by  landlords,  bonus  in  finan- 
cial arrangement,  12  per  cent,  bonus,  and  buying 
back  after  sale  of  demesne  lands,  25432.— United  Irish 
League  did  not  accept  Land  Conference  basis  of  settle- 
ment, net  income  on  second  term  rents  accepted  as 
a basis  for  the  calculation,  15  per  cent,  deduction  for 
cost  of  collection  and  bad  debts  instead  of  the  10  per 
cent,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Boyd,  fair  basis  for  compul- 
sory purchase  of  land  outside  congested  districts, 
25433-43,  25449. — Witness  gave  his  own  opinion,  not 
that  of  United  Irish  League,  25444. 

Land  Conference  Terms. 

Land  Conference  undertook  to  give  landlords  their 
net  income;  unencumbered  men  would  receive  more 
than  encumbered  men;  gains  in  one  case  would  have 
to  be  devoted  to  reduction  of  rent  in  the  other,  25445. 
— Land  Conference  offer  3*-  per  cent,  as  the  basis  of 
capitalisation  was  accepted  by  the  landlords  at  3£ 
per  cent.,  25447-8. — Witness  was  speaking  of  unten- 
anted land ; Land  Conference  did  not  make  any  dis- 
tinction, 25450-1. — Loss  of  at  least  10  per  cent,  on 
bad  debts;  witness  quite  willing  questions  of  the 
kind  should  be  settled  by  inspection,  25453-5. — Pro- 
posal that  12  per  cent,  bonus  should  be  largely  devoted 
to  settling  on  untenanted  lands  immigrants  from  con- 
gested districts  and  sons  of  tenant-farmers  under  the 
valuation  of  £12  or  £15,  25456-8. 

Price  of  Untenanted  Land. 

Price  of  untenanted  land  hitherto  purchased  was 
from  26 i to  27£  years’  purchase  on  fair  rents;  new 
tenant  started  under  higher  rents  and  substantial 
portion  of  balance  ought  to  be  set  aside  to  provide 
farm  buildings,  etc.,  25459. — Impossibility  of  saying 
that  twenty-three  years’  purchase  was  too  high  with- 
out knowing  the  particular  conditions  of  the  pro- 
perty ; some  land  at  twenty-three  years’  purchase  of 
second  term  rents  cheaper  than  other  land  at  twenty 
years’  purchase  of  second  term  rents,  twenty-three 
years’  purchase  as  a fixed  standard  for  compulsory 
sale  too  high  in  many  cases,  25460-2. 

Difference  in  Rents  Fixed  by  Commissioners. 

Great  difference  in  rents  fixed  by  Commissioners, 
people  who  agitated  got  great  reductions,  and  those  who 
submitted  quietly  got  less;  inspection  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  secure  uniformity  in  price,  25462,  25472. — 
Second  term  Tent  of  bad  land  was  not  proportionately 
lower  than  second  term  rent  of  good  land,  25463. — 
Twenty-three  years’  purchase  meant  a reduction  of 
25  per  cent.,  25464. — Witness  was  speaking  of  ave- 
rages, and  meant  between  twenty  and  a-half  and 
twenty-three  years’  purchase,  25466. — Five  advan- 
tages given  by  Act  of  1903,  12  per  cent,  bonus,  power 
enabling  owners  of  mortgaged  estates  to  pay  off  mort- 
gages, power  to  buy  back  demesnes,  relief  as  regards 
legal  expenses,  arrangement  for  reducing  the  annuity 
from  4 per  cent,  to  3i  per  cent.,  25467-71. — Inspec- 
tion did  not  secure  uniformity  in  rents  fixed  by  Sub- 
Commission,  Commissioners  varied  very  much  in 
capacity;  system  of  fixing  rents  prior  to  1903  cer- 
tainly not  the  best;  witness  hoped  that  tribunal  fos 
fixing  purchase  values  would  be  more  capable  than 
Commissioners  appointed  to  fix  rent,  25473-7. 


New  Tribunal  Required  to  Fix  Purchase  Values. 

Some  new  tribunal  would  be  required  to  settle  pur- 
chase values,  25478. — Witness’s  criticism  referred  to 
Sub- Commission  and  not  to  Estates  Commissioners' 
Inspectors,  who  were  quite  capable  of  fixing  fair 
vents,  25478-84. — At  any  rate  those  who  came  to  wit- 
ness’s district  were  capable,  26584. 

Decrease  in  Very  Small  Holdings. 

Clearances  on  Pollock  Estate  between  1852  and  1855 
attributed  to  establishment  of  Encumbered  Estates 
Court,  but  very  small  holdings  had  diminished  instead 
of  increasing;  witness  could  not  account  for  clear- 
ances not  showing  upon  Census  returns,  but  could 
easily  find  out;  population  of  Roscommon  was  300,000 
in  1832,  and  was  a little  over  100,000  at  present, 
25485-92. — Census  returns  between  1851  and  1861 
showed  diminution  in  small  holdings,  25586. — Power 
to  sell  the  demesne  and  re-buy  it  was  a bonus  which 
was  availed  of  a good  deal,  at  any  rate  it  was  an 
advantage  offered,  25504-8. — Reason  for  fixing  twenty- 
three  years’  purchase,  calculated  that  that  price  and 
the  bonus  would  bring  in  the  not  income,  25509. — 15 
per  cent,  deduction  from  gross  second  term  rents  a 
fair  method  of  arriving  at  net  income,  20  per  cent, 
for  western  estates,  25510-15. 

Settlement  of  Evicted  Tenants  between  1850-5. 

The  settlement  of  evicted  tenants  between  1850  and 
1855  had  been  various;  some  had  emigrated,  others 
had  sought  holdings  on  unreclaimed  moors,  the  more 
feeble  had  entered  the  workhouse,  25584. — Defects  of 
Act  of  1903  could  best  be  seen  in  its  working,  though 
framers  of  Act  had  tried  to  go  a long  way  towards 
settlement  of  the  question,  25586. 

Inspection  of  Estates. 

Inspection  of  estates  was  always  necessary  in  case 
of  direct  sales,  no  matter  how  good  the  estate  was, 
for  following  reasons — first,  to  see  how  second  term 
rents  worked  out  compared  with  “ fair  ” rents ; 
secondly,  the  uneconomic  holdings  merely  got  a reduc- 
tion in  rent,  which  generally  only  amounted  to  an 
addition  of  not  more  than  5s.  to  20s.  a year  to  the 
income  of  the  tenant,  practically  leaving  his  condi- 
tion unchanged;  thirdly,  improvements  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  before  estates  were  handed  over  to  the 
tenants,  and  Commissioners  should  see  that  estates 
not  sold  under  section  6 required  some  improvements 
and  were  practically  free  from  small  holdings,  25586. 
— Witness  suggested  that  in  cases  where  estates  had 
passed  through  without  inspection  they  should  still 
partake  of  the  advantages  they  would  have  received 
had  they  been  sold  under  the  proper  section;  inspec- 
tions as  at  present  conducted  related,  not  to  improve- 
ments, but  to  boundaries,  25586. 


improvements  needed  on  Sanford  and 
Estates. — Evils  of  Direct  Sales. 


The  Sanford  and  Cleeve  Estates,  especially,  whicl 
were  sold  immediately  after  the  passing  of  the  Aci 
of  1903,  ought  to  have  at  least  £10,000  and  £1,000 
respectively,  spent  on  improvements,  which  woulc 
enable  the  tenants  to  make  their  own  improvements 
many  holdings  at  present  uneconomic  could  be  mate 
rially  enlarged  if  a thorough  system  of  improvements 
and  drainage  could  be  earned  out ; the  Commissioners 
had  made  a free  grant  of  £1,000,  and  had  agreed  U 
give  another  £1,000;  the  reasons  for  the  application 
were  that  these  estates  were  among  the  first  sold 
and  the  Sanford  Estate  was  dove-tailed  into  ths 
Dillon  and  De  Freyne  Estates  in  the  congested  per 
tion  of  it  and  there  ought  to  be  uniformity  of  treat- 
ment  25586  — Commissioners  ought  to  know  the  law 
and  they  should  seo  that  each  class  of  estate  was 
Properly  dealt  with  under  the  proper  section,  25586-7. 
--Witness  was  present  at  the  negotiations,  and  tried 
to  make  the  best  bargain  he  could;  he  had  been  led 
to  believe  that  the  Congested  Districts  Board  was 
going  to  deal  with  the  estate,  25588-9. —Tenants  on 
most  of  the  estates  in  Roscommon  looked  to  witness 
for  guidance  and  assistance,  but  he  had  made  a mis- 
take on  one  estate,  thongh  good  terms  had  been  ob- 
tained, as  tenants  bonght  at  from  eighteen  and  a-hail 
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to  twenty-one  years’  purchase  on  first  term  rents,  and 
received  some  thousands  of  acres  of  bog  free  and  a 
half-year’s  rent  added  to  the  purchase-money;  but 
witness  would  oppose  a direct  sale  if  same  thing  had 
to  be  done  over  again,  25590a. — Uneconomic  holdings 
ought  to  be  made  economic  before  they  were  sold  to 
the  tenants,  and  estates  should  be  bought  under  the 
proper  section ; the  Sanford  and  Cleeve  Estates  had 
not  been  handed  over  to  the  tenants  in  the  condition 
in  which  the  Act  of  1903  intended;  improvement  of 
holdings  was  far  more  important  to  tenant-farmers 
in  Ireland  than  reduction  in  rent,  25591. — If  direct 
sales  were  to  be  continued,  witness  suggested  that  as 
soon  as  arrangements  to  purchase  were  signed  an  in- 
spector should  be  sent  to  the  estate  to  report  on  num- 
ber of  small  holdings,  prospects  of  enlargement,  and 
general  improvements  necessary  before  handing  over 
particular  estate,  25591. — Holders  of  good-sized  hold- 
ings partook  more  of  the  advantages  of  sale  than,  as 
* ru* *'*le  small  men ; so  it  was  reasonable  that  they 
should  pay  their  share  of  the  expenditure,  if  they 
purchased  on  the  same  terms  as  men  who  occupied 
■uneconomic  holdings,  25591. 

Act  or  1903  Benefited  Landloeds  not  Tenants. 

Landlords  had  received  numerous  advantages  under 
Act  of  1903  compared  with  previous  Land  Purchase 
Acts ; tenants,  through  alteration  of  the  financial  pro- 
vmons  of  the  Act,  as  compared  with  the  Ashbourne 
Act,  had  contributed,  so  far,  four  years’  rent  increase 
the  purchase  money  to  grease  the  wheels  of  land 
purchase;  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of  estates 
offered  for  sale,  was  caused  by  the  reduction  in  the 
price  of  Land  Stock ; since  then  tenants’  contribution 

jj-i™016  • a.n  I?ade  UP  deficiency;  the  landlord  in 
addition,  received  twelve  per  cent,  bonus;  tenant  had 
J Ii0thJln8 ; he  was  in  the  position 

of  the  dog  being  helped  to  a bit  of  his  own  tail, 


•Evicted  Tenants  shooed  be  Restohed  and  Holdings 
Peovided  foe  Exiles. 

wbn2<^,’fi^Jia-d  b^0n  fe*  ®P«*  for  the  evicted  tenants 
who  suffered  m the  land  war  of  1879,  25591— Com- 
mrnsion  should  recommend  that  the  British  Treasury 
•hSy+hapS  f a7  Tmu°n!  ,as  wouH  1)6  necessary  to 
thl  p i pl?  w!10  had  been  compelled  to  leave  it 
frJLn  thG  lajl£  ’ t^afc  would  he  the  safest  method  of 
nr^,tK  rg  ,the  Empire;  let  the  foundations  of  a 
prosperous  Ireland  be  raised  by  doing  away  with  an 
parfcnership  that  existed  tetween  landlord 
canTing,  out  Mr.  Finucane’s  scheme  of 
’ar^^ractfnT^ Iand  f*?m  l'1080  who  were  holding 
f f “ erass  and  not  working  them;  prices 
?•  d/“f  tenants  interest  on  some  holdings,  oftei?  four 
times  their  value,  proved  that  there  waf  a desire  for 
.and  in  Ireland,  though  statements  to  the  contrary 
had  been  made;  these  fines  were  paid  by  men  wK 
nad  earned  money  in  America  and  Australia  Ind 
sometimes  m England;  thousands  of  Irish  exiles  were 
anxious  to  return  to  Ireland,  but  there  were dWv 

Selection  of  Migkaxts. 

should  b°  given 8land  SqSrJi  b*  fT ”Sg3wri2S 

tenants  ^from"”  Wonomir  Md ' 25602*—*n  Pacing 
lands,  preference  should  be  JfShXS 
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first  supplying  those  adjacent  through  a system  of 

larging  or  by  migration,  25649,  25721,  25735 ci»; 

of  a son  should  come  in  when  he  contributed  'to  wort 
mg  out  the  scheme  of  migration,  where  the  eivinv 
of  the  father’s  holding  would  help  to  supply  th? 
wants  of  four  or  five  small  holders,  25722-3.  ^ J *e 

Congestion  in  Non-Scheduled  Areas. 

In  Castlerea  Union  there  were  some  of  the  poorc-sf 
inland  districts  to  be  found  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
but  all  were  not  scheduled,  25608.— Grass  land  wis 
outside  the  scheduled  area,  25610— In  grass  lands 
there  were  small  spots  of  congestion  occupied  hv 
farmers,  25611-2— Scheduled  districts  in  Roscommon 
were  misleading,  because  some  large  farms  brought 
up  the  average;  small  holders’  land  was  not  suffi 
ciently  good  to  leave  in  grass,  25613-16.— People  who 
lived  in  congested  spots  in  non-scheduled  areas 
had  a prior  claim  to  help  and  ought  to  be  supplied 
with  land  in  any  scheme  of  migration,  25617— In 
Roscommon  the  number  of  small  holdings  of  from  £2 
to  £5  valuation  in  the  non-scheduled  areas  far  ex- 
ceeded the  number  in  the  scheduled  areas,  25618— 
If  grazing  lands  were  bought  in  non-scheduled  area 
these  people  would  have  a prior  claim  to  them  be- 
cause of  their  proximity  and  of  their  actual  necessity 
25618,  25620.  -’ 

Amount  of  Untenanted  Land  Available  Sufficient 
to  Settle  Problem. 

There  was  sufficient  untenanted  land  in  Ireland  to 
settle  the  congested  problem,  25621-2— Reasons  for 
this  statement  were,  first,  thousands  of  holdings  in 
the  West  of  Ireland  might  be  made  economic  by  a 
good  system  of  drainage;  secondly,  non-residential 
untenanted  farms  now  used  for  grazing  could  be  used ; 
thirdly,  large  residential  holdings  could  be  carved 
do\ra,  especially  those  that  were  being  allowed  to  de- 
teriorate, 25623-4. — In  County  Roscommon  there  wero 
over  100,000  acres  of  untenanted  land,  25642— Much 
was  bog  and  rock  land,  but  the  people  were  on  the 
rocks  and  the  cattle  on  the  plains,  25643— Amount  of 
untenanted  land  was  no  guide  to  amount  of  land 
available  for  settlement  of  small  holders,  especially  in 
Mayo  or  in  any  county  where  there  was  heather,  bog, 
i j - amouJlt  of  good  land  must  be  the  basis, 
25645.  Holdings  of  those  who  migrated  would  make 
economic  holdings  for  those  who  remained,  25646— 
Mr.  Finucane’s  scheme  included,  in  addition  to  un- 
tenanted land  and  non-residential  holdings  curtail- 
ment of  demesnes  and  of  residential  holdings  not 
worked  by  the  occupier.  By  the  time  all  these  classes 
weie  dealt  with  the  problem  would  be  satisfactorily 
solved  and  industries  would  have  received  such  a 
Hvin'^U25649a*:  wou*d  have  ways  of  getting  a 

Selection  of  Migrants. 

One  qualification  of  an  applicant  should  be  that 
an  industrious,  temperate,  thrifty  man,  25626, 
i ltness,, was  strong  on  the  temperance  ques- 
and  generally  threw  it  in  as  a qualification, 
2oo/8.— -Another  qualification  was  that  he  should  be 
tiAc  tarmer  ’ l£. 14  were  known  that  these  qualifica- 

createdWT^97SenTU1  t of  industl7  would  be 

2“’  25627— The  farm  from  which  he  was  taken 
Wh.et,her  » man  industrious  and 

or  Rons  l Capi  wonld  be  required  either  in  money 
01  80,18  who  help,  25628,  25632,  25680— Mini- 
Poonif °re*fe  ?Tfr  farm  migkt  be  thirty  acres,  25681— 
and?— ln+  • West  of  Ireland  who  were  thrifty,  sober, 
nn«';  da?£ous  should  be  removed  if  the  desire  existed, 
districts  * ^ei?  with  iarg®  holdings  in  congested 
sman  hoirgllt  t0  ^ induced  to  movef  in  order  that 
emial  «w?ngS  mi|ht  1)12  ^proved,  25636— If  farm  of 
farm  i^eie  0®®red  elsewhere  and  an  additional 
nmluMir  k 18  eld0st,  son  such  an  inducement  would 
L 25637—' The  land  he  left  would 

work  Ids  se£u\t°  fche  locality,  and  he  would  probably 
work  ins  new  farm  well,  25638-25640. 

Residential  and  Non-residential  Holdings. 

which” +hIrfSldentl^ ^ holding  meant  a holding  upon 
.w  l«n5  ¥ nofc  !ive'  hut  only  used  as  graz- 

” ’ agricultural  holding  meant  a 
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farm  which  hud  a reasonable  proportion  under  til- 
lage 25652.— If  a farmer  had  two  farms  of  1000  acres 
each  bought  under  the  Land  Acts,  but  lived  on  one, 
while  keeping  both  as  grazing  land,  witness  would 
define  one  as  residential  and  the  other  as  non-residen- 
tial  25654,  25660.— If  a shanty  were  built  on  the 
second  farm  for  son  to  live  on,  it  would  depend  on 
how  he  worked  the  farm  whether  it  could  be  called 
residential,  25657-62,  25667.— Non-residential  hold- 
ings should  first  be  broken  up  to  see  how  far  they 
would  go  when  divided  among  congests,  25663. — 
Great  care  would  have  to  be  observed  in  order  to 
avoid  evasion  of  the  law ; a tribunal  would  have  to 
be  appointed  to  discern  between  what  was  a genuine 
residential  farm  and  what  was  not,  25664-5. — Rules 
should  be  laid  down,  as  that  was  safer  than  leaving 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the  tribunal,  25666. 

Mixed  Farming. 

Mixed  farming — tillage  and  grazing — was  the 
proper  kind  of  farming  to  adopt  in  Ireland ; pas- 
ture land  should  be  taxed  and  premiums  offered  for 
tillage,  25668-9. — It  was  a strong  order  for  the  State 
to  dictate  to  any  body  of  people,  25670. — But  if  the 
business  principle  were  sound  it  might  be  done  ; on 
that  principle  England  had  instituted  war  against 
South  Africa,  25671 -25671a. — In  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment the  rule  was  that  the  man  who  tilled  was  not 
taxed  as  much  as  the  man  who  did  not  till,  and  then 
Ireland  .was  more  prosperous  than  now,  25672-3. — 
Lands  in  Roscommon  were  deteriorating  fast  for 
want  of  cultivation,  but  in  Rathcroghan  about 

1.000  acres  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board ; this  was  green,  fertile  land,  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  rest  in  those  parts ; the  reason  was 
that  these  particular  spots  were  tilled  from  time  to 
time,  while  the  rest  had  not  been  broken  up  for  sixty 
or  seventy  years,  25675a,  25676. 

Economic  Holdings. 

Mr.  Parnell’s  opinion  had  been  that  a man  should 
pay  £20  a year  for  twenty  Irish  acres ; witness 
agreed  with  that,  25682-3. — £10  valuation  might  be 
taken  as  a rough  standard  of  division ; generally 
speaking,  holdings  below  that  were  uneconomic  and 
ought  to  be  added  to,  25689-91. 

Untenanted  Land  and  Congestion  in  Roscommon. 

In  Roscommon  there  was  more  untenanted  land 
than  appeared  from  the  return,  as  untenanted  land 
was  put  down  as  land  in  landlord’s  possession  and 
set  on  the  eleven  months’  system,  25693. — Untenanted 
land  in  Roscommon  was,  roughly  speaking,  sufficient 
to  relieve  congestion  in  Roscommon,  25696. — Probably 

10.000  cases  would  have  to  be  relieved ; 5,000  would 
bo  migrated,  leaving  5,000  to  be  relieved  by  50,000 
acres,  25697-8. — Though  after  deducting  bog,  moun- 
tain, and  other  land  valued  under  2s.  od.  there  were 
only  47,000  acres  available,  leaving  land  short  by 

3.000  acres,  25699-25702. — But  that  would  just  about 
relieve  Roscommon,  25703. 

Estates  dealt  with  in  Roscommon. 

The  estates  dealt  with  in  Roscommon  by  Estates 
Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts  Board  were 
the  O’Grady,  Young,  Balfe,  Irwin,  O’Conor  Don, 
M'Diarmuid,  and  Mrs.  Clancy  estates,  25707. — Not 
many  new  holdings  had  been  formed  as  yet ; Estates 
Commissioners  had  selected  their  tenants  about 
equally  from  sons  of  tenants  and  migrants  from  con- 
gested districts,  but  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
not  done  much,  25708-9.— About  100  holdings  had 
been  dealt  with,  25711. — It  was  much  easier  to  divide 
grass  land  among  migrants  who  came  to  it  than  to 
re- arrange  holdings  of  those  left  behind,  25712-25716. 

Restrictions  on  "Work  op  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  was  only  supposed  to 
give  land  to  persons  from  congested  areas,  and  that 
prevented  Board  from  doing  its  work  as  well  as  it 
otherwise  would, . 25718.— Witness  advocated  leaving 
some  estates  adjoining  uneconomic  holdings  alone 
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until  Bill  was  amended,  so  that  they  might  be  as- 
sisted, whether  in  congested  district  or  not,  25719-20. 
—Congested  Districts  Board  was  concerned  with  pro- 
viding larger  holdings  where  present  ones  were  too 
small,  so  that  migration  of  sons  did  not  come  directly 
before  them,  25725-6.— The  only  new  men  to  receive 
new  holdings  before  surrendering  the  old  holdings 
were  herds,  25727. 

Methods  of  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners. 

Congested  Districts  Board  worked  admirably,  and 
did  not  part  with  estates  until  they  had  improved 
them  as  much  as  possible.  Estates  Commissioners 
estimated  amount  of  money  necessary  to  expend  on 
estate,  and  stopped  when  that  was  exhausted,  even 
though  slight  extra  expense  might  greatly  improve 
the  estate,  25729. — Board’s  method  was  unquestion- 
ably the  right  one,  25730. — They  were  not  responsible 
for  delays ; there  was  a great  deal  of  unavoidable 
red-tapeism,  25732. 

Instruction  for  Migrants. 

When  migrants  were  settled  a practical  resident 
agricultural  instructor  ought  to  be  placed  in  the 
centre  of  400  or  500  new  holdings  created  on  un- 
tenanted land,  with  two  labourers  to  assist  him  to 
cultivate  a twenty-five  acre  holding,  working  with 
mixed  farming  according  to  advice  of  Agricultural 
Department  or  Congested  Districts  Board  or  County 
Committee,  to  show  people  how  to  till  land  and  work 
it  properly ; instruction  by  lectures  did  not  answer 
the  purpose,  as  many  small  farmers  were  not  intelli- 
gent enough  to  understand  and  carry  out  instruc- 
tions, 25733. 

DisTaiBimoN  of  Grass  Lands.— Priority  of 
Claims. 

If  special  precautions  were  not  taken  ultimately 
a great  deal  of  land  would  pass  into  the  hands  of 
the  sons  of  tenants  rather  than  be  held  up  for  the 
relief  of  congestion,  25735. — Men  should  be  moved 
from  the  bigger  holdings  in  congested  areas  on  to  the 
grass  lands ; the  small  people  were  afraid  of  higher 
rents,  25738. — The  desire  for  migration  to  grass  lands 
was  increasing,  25739. — The  grass  lands  should  be 
preserved  for  the  poor  of  the  congested  areas,  who 
might  be  willing  to  migrate  to  them,  25740-1. — This 
might  be  done  by  the  public  authority  charged  with 
relieving  congestion  trying  to  acquire  in  advance 
these  tracts  of  land,  25742. — Meanwhile  the  lands 
were  useful,  as  they  allowed  people  to  till  their  own 
land  while  grazing  their  cattle  on  them,  and  people 
who  heard  they  were  to  be  granted  would  have  an  ac- 
quaintance with  them,  25741-3. — Delay  would  also 
enable  Board  to  make  a selection  among  their  candi- 
dates, as  the  number  offering  would  be  larger  and  of 
a better  class,  25744-7. 

Obstacles  in  the  Way  of  Migration. 

One  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  migration  was  the 
want  of  turbary ; this  could  be  met  by  having  peat 
industries,  25748-50. — A load  of  25  cwt.  of  com- 
pressed peat  could  be  drawn  by  one  country  horse, 
and  that  would  answer  the  same  purpose  as  five 
loads  of  peat,  25790. — Another  objection  was  the 
parting  with  old  associations,  but  that  could  be  met 
by  transplanting  people  from  one  neighbourhood  to 
the  same  locality  as  far  as  possible,  25750. 

Local  Opposition  to  Migration. 

The  incoming  of  the  migrants  was  sometimes  ob- 
jected to  by  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood,  but 
was  usually  the  result  of  want  of  tact  and  judgment, 
e.ff.,  men  on  the  Rashleigh  Estate  were  asked  if  they 
would  take  holdings  on  the  Balfe  estate  and  leave 
their  own  they  went  down  to  see  the  estate  without 
any  introduction,  and  the  people  told  them  to  mind 
their  own  business ; witness  contended  that  people 
much  nearer  the  Balfe  estate,  of  the  same  class, 
ought  first  to  be  provided  for,  25751. — People  of  the 
same  class  in  a district  ought  not  to  be  treated  worse 
than  migrants  from  a distance,  25752. — Congested 
Districts  Board  wanted  further  powers  to  take  people 
of  a poor  class,  who  ought  to  be  scheduled  as  con- 
gested, and  include  them  as  congested,  25755. 
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New  Residential  Grazing  Farms  should  be 

TREATED  IN  SAME  WAY  AS  L/AXD  LET  ON  ELEVEN 

Months'  System. 

New  residential  grazing  farms  should  be  acquired 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  congestion  and  treated  in 
the  same  way  as  land  let  on  the  eleven  months’  sys- 
tem, 25756-7. — Distinction  should  be  drawn  between 
one  sort  of  non-residential  farm  upon  which  a man 
depended  for  a livelihood  and  another  non-residential 
farm  owned  by  a man  who  worked  his  own  home 
farm,  which  was  ample  for  the  needs  of  his  liveli- 
hood, 25757. — There  should  be  no  hard  and  fast  rule, 
as  discrimination  was  very  difficult,  25758-60. — Wit- 
ness did  not  think  it  would  be  a hardship  to  take 
away  farms  from  men  who  lived  in  the  towns,  and 
who  had  farms  at  some  distance  not  worked  as  mixed 
farms  they  ought  to  pass  to  men  who  would  increase 
the  country’s  wealth,  25761. — Holders  of  large  graz- 
ing farms  were  putting  up  buildings  upon  their  non- 
residential  grazing  farms  as  a precautionary  mea- 
sure, 25762-4. 


Authority  to  deal  with  Congestion. — Distri- 
bution of  Work  between  Board  and  Com- 
missioners proposed. 

Two  authorities  in  the  country  dealing  with  the 
land  was  not  the  best  method,  25764. — The  province 
of  Connaught  should  be  dealt  with  by  one  body, 
25765. — If  the  work  were  handed  over  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  that  body  ought  to  enjoy  the 
same  powers  as  the  Estates  Commissioners,  25766. — 
The  Congested  Districts  Board,  from  a business  point 
of  view,  were  the  men  of  experience,  and  did  their 
work  excellently  ; they  might  be  strengthened  by  hav- 
ing at  least  one  man  from  each  county  on  the  Board, 
and  in  that  way  make  the  settlement  of  Connaught 
a national  one,  25767. — Members  might  be  either 
elected  or  nominated,  25792-3.— Witness  advocated 
handing  over  Connaught  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  the  other  three  provinces  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  as  the  Board  would  have  as  much  as 
tney  could  manage  in  Connaught,  25768-70.— Con- 
gested portions  of  Donegal  and  Kerry  could  be  worked 
by  Estates  Commissioners,  25769-70. 


Untenanted  Land  in  Roscommon  should  be 

RESERVED  FOR  ROSCOMMON. 

Schemes  of  migration  from  other  Connaught  coun- 
ties into  Roscommon  should  not  be  tried,  as,  if 
things  were  to  work  well  due  regard  must  be  paid 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  25771-2.— If  the 
available  grass  land  in  Roscommon  were  handed  over 
to  migrants  from  other  counties  it  would  mean  that 
congestion  in  Roscommon  was  not  relieved,  but  occu- 
piers  of  uneconomic  holdings  would  have  to  be 
migrated  elsewhere,  25773-5.-There  was  only  enough 
lion  25776OSCOmn,0ri  t0  look  after  Rosc°n™°n  conges- 


Land  available  for  Relief  of  Congestion— Schemv 
of  Distribution,  etc.  !E 

Ireland  had  gone  to  decay  through  not  being  per 
nutted  to  carve  her  own  joint ; three  large  and  sub 
stantial  joints  necessary;  number  one  joint  con" 
sisted  of  all  untenanted  land  in  landlord’s  hands" 
known  as  land  let  on  eleven  months’  system ; number 
two  joint  comprised  all  non-residential  holdings  over 
£25  valuation,  purchased  under  Act  of  1903  or  pre 
vious  Acts,  or  that  were  held  in  fee-simple ; number 
three  joint  consisted  of  large  grass  tracts  attached  to 
demesnes  and  used  as  grazing  farms,  land  left  to 
owner  of  mansion  being  curtailed  to  what  might  be 
considered  the  demesne  proper;  demesnes  belonging 
to  absentee  landlords  should  also  be  curtailed  • large 
residential  holdings  hitherto  used  for  grazing  pUr 
poses  might  be  cut  down  to  valuation  of  £100  ; each 
county  should  then  be  served  with  as  much  of  the 
three  joints  as  it  contributed,  resources  of  the  county 
being  exhausted  before  transfer  of  migrants  from  one 
county  to  another;  great  reluctance  of  peasant  to 
leave  native  county;  less  objection  to  migrants  by 
people  in  bordering  counties  when  it  was  understood 
that  nothing  was  left  for  migrant  in  own  county 
facilities  should  be  afforded  for  reclamation  of  waste 
lands;  reservation  by  the  State  for  planting  pur 
poses  proposed  where  found  unsuitable  for  tillage- 
scheme  suggested  should  be  applied,  not  only  to  Con- 
naught, but  to  the  other  provinces  if  a final  settle- 
ment were  desired;  Ireland  rich  in  resources  if  de- 
velopment was  permitted ; desirable  to  get  rid  of  the 
idlers  and  give  the  workers  a chance;  expense  of 
carrying  out  scheme  was  the  difficulty ; landlords  had 
hitherto  had  the  whole  of  the  advantage,  with  excen- 
hon  of  £200,000  for  the  tenants  evicted  since  1879* 
Mr.  Boyd  s proposal  to  pay  the  same  in  the  case  of 
encumbered  and  unencumbered  estates  would  raise 
landlord  s net  income  to  5 or  6 per  cent.,  instead  of 
I*  xt?1  ’ reasonable  to  form  an  auxiliary  fund 
for  re-settlement  out  of  the  differences  between  31  per 

7an  oro]\e  Soaro™g  reducti^  of  mortgages, 
25805-7,  25810,  25830,  25834,-Tensnts  would  pa, 
the  same  price  whether  estates  were  encumbered  or 
kX?61'64;  25808~9’  l5811’  25833. — In  calculating 
landlord  s net  income  the  sums  paid  in  mortgages 
S'™  M be  1”*,  de^olfd-  a°  Hi*t  at  the  end  of  £ 
transaction  the  landlord  would  be  in  receipt  of  cash 

exactly  theTam^  ftt- 3*  ST  ^ve  hfm 

Sg  that  thJ ime™come>  tha*  he  had  before;  assum- 
tetel  .bV  m°rtgages  were  5 or  6 per  cent.,  the 
total  charges  on  an  estate  of  £10,000  a year  would 
not  capitalise  at  the  same  amount  as  the  estatTof 

2!febleKbot5  *°  TOl"rt“7  a"d 

in  sL7l,  l ’ 681r2'-,No  danger  of  monotony 
non-residential  W1^ness’s  scheme  of  taking 

6 - orer  £2S  valuation,  25835 
of  oommKo—  S£opld-b6  “eluded  from  operation 
Of  total  wo.  P!!!haSe  in  cases  where  20  per  cent, 
rotai  aiea  was  worked  as  tillage,  25836-40— 


Migration.— Big  Tenants  should  be  preferred  as 
Migrants. 

JSSE**,  5X“*S  B“rd  i>»d  "fused  to  consider 

troSff  BhB  ?rop*Ity'  be“"se  they  had  hud 

trouble  with  their  tenants  about  migrants,  which 

seemed  imprudent  of  them,  25779-80— Migration  and 

X XX  *h?  I0'"1  had  *»  e»mod  S wiS,  “ e 

XK ‘i  °ktlle  p“?,Ie'  and  friction  should  be 

teXs0'  C™pul8‘™,' 

£blv  wartitartbffgliatin8'  25787— The  reason  pro 
T * at  T®  inducements  offered  by  the  Board 
were  not  presented  to  the  larger  tenants  257RR 
Professor  Campbell's  statement  that  the  Irish  nPr 
sant  wished  to  escape  from  the  land  was  thestete’ 

S«lsa  sS-wXX  Mi  Z‘  "”d8"‘“d  tt 


UJ.&IOA  SHOULD  BE  EXTENDED 


Purchasers. 


> TENANT 


-u  UJIHH.ASERS. 

purcXS°nnri'C!l“S<',ah0“Id  *”  e*‘™ded  to  tenant 
taunts  XX  ' th,i  Act  of  1903.  25841-2. — Many 
^ouS?fi™ti*8'?“mts  out  01  court  and  obtained 
let*  TtaX  ”•  5?  PTchuM  under  tb.  Ashbourne 
ne'er  ?!M  iad  b“n  created  which  was 

STd  i y eltller  by  the  Act  of  1881  or  b, 
deSii  ww,  k“ro,a“  4ptu.  25843-4. — Difficulty  of 
interest  of  ma-n  lfnds  increased  ; necessary  to  buy 
without  paying  fotatXnd"  f088?”011  of  the  farm 
that  farm  wXsddTt  25M5  pay  08  “X 

of  tenanted  i „ „ j . at’  25845. — Witness  was  speaking 

needed  in  cases  ^here^e18^ H , 7°U.Id  Pr«>bably  be 

25845-6— Same  double  interest  existed, 

tenant  purchaser  unde/ A1’*16'*  rom™11-7,  instances 

should  be  also  suhte  + °P  ^903,  and  therefore  he 

9— No  breach  *°  <*npd*ny  purchase,  25847- 

covenant,  which  npir3,laTnenit^ry  faith  in  breaking  of 
compensation  pro/osed  h/g/  haV6a  been  ma.d!  ’ 
which  had  been*  created  aLTCJ/'dd0*  *en3Tlt;rig^t 
exist,  25850-867  4 ,V+i  a?d  ^ ich  did  not  previously 

pensation  would  "probald aA°U4  °f  COm‘ 
25855-7.  prooably  be  appointed  by  the  State, 
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FITZGIBBOX,  Mr.  J.—  continued. 

Land  Purchase  Under  the  Ashbourne  Act. 

Questionable  whether  Land  Commission  should  ac- 
cept agreement  settled  out  of  court  as  coming  within 
provisions  of  Act  as  to  fixing  of  fair  rents,  25865- 
More  land  fetching  twenty  years’  purchase  sold  under 
the  Ashbourne  Act  than  of  the  poorer  land  ; avoid- 
ance of  tenants  who  would  not  give  more  than  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years’  purchase,  25865-6. — Advantage  to 
tenants  as  well  as  to  landlords,  25868-9. — Purchase  of 
land  by  men  to  whom  the  Ashbourne  Act  was  never 
intended  to  apply,  such  as  The  0’ Conor  Don,  25869.— 
Eflect  of  the  Act  was  to  introduce  the  class  of  tenant 
to  which  objection  was  taken,  25870-3. — Land  sold 
under  the  Ashbourne  Act  at  twenty-years’  purchase 
was  cheaper  than  the  class  of  land  for  which  tenants 
were  willing  to  pay  eighteen  years’  purchase ; tactics 
of  leading  oft  with  a very  high  price  adopted ; twenty 
years’  purchase  gladly  given  on  hearing  that  Kildare 
was  giving  twenty-five  to  twenty-seven  years'  pur- 
chase, 25874-5. 


FITZGIBBOX,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

brought  into  the  market ; evil  of  not  making  pro- 
vision for  purchase  illustrated  by  sale  of  a farm 
of  about  150  statute  acres  ; small  holders  round  the 
farm  had  had  it  as  an  accommodation  farm ; farm 
.lost  to  the  people  by  deceit  practised  at  auction  sale  ; 
brother  of  widow  of  owner  acting  as  agent  for  a 
butcher  at  Ballinasloe ; disturbances  followed,  result- 
ing in  prosecutions,  but  no  conviction,  25893, 
25898-904,  25976-9.— Price  at  which  the  farm  was 
actually  sold,  25905.— Farm  held  under  tenure  created 
by  the  Ashbourne  Act,  annuity  payable  was  about 
£60,  but  a considerable  amount  had  been  paid  off ; 
advance  by  the  State  was  possibly  £1,500,  purchase 
having  been  made  about  ten  years  ago,  25906-16. — 
Farm  was  of  greater  value  at  time  of  sale  than  when 
bought ; but  value  of  untenanted  land  had  not  in- 
creased ; farm  in  question  was  one  of  the  best  in 
County  of  Roscommon,  25917-26. 

Farm  Purchased  by  Witness  and  then  Sold  to 
Estates  Commissioners. 


Kind  of  Land  Needed  for  Migration. 

Witness  agreed  with  Mi\  Parnell’s  opinion  on 
the  sort  of  land  requisite  to  cany  out  a migration 
scheme ; land  worth  £1  an  acre  as  rent,  or  £17  an 
acre  at  seventeen  years’  purchase ; twenty  years’ 
purchase  being  required  under  compulsory  expropria- 
tion, 25876-7. — Carlow  and  Roscommon  were  very 
different  counties;  great  number  of  agriculturists  in 
Carlow,  but  that  was  not  the  class  of  tenant  to  which 
witness  was  referring,  25877 a-9. 

Compulsory  Purchase  of  Grass  Lands. 

Compulsory  purchase  should  be  applied  to  grass 
land  in  cases  where  negotiations  could  not  be  other- 
wise carried  out,  25880. — There  was  a difference  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  should  be  applied  to  fattening 
land  as  well  as  to  store  cattle  land ; Professor  Camp- 
bell’s opinion  that  no  class  of  land  was  too  good  for 
tillage,  25881. 

Fattening  Lands  Should  be  Broken  Up. 

Meath  graziers'  opinion  in  favour  of  a system  of 
mixed  farming  as  the  farming  of  the  future,  25882. — 
Good  cattle  to  be  found  on  good  land,  and  poor 
cattle  on  poor  land ; plenty  of  poor  land  in  Con- 
naught ; necessary  to  send  cattle  to  Meath  to  be 
fattened,  25583-5. — If  all  the  fattening  lands  were 
taken  away  cattle  could  be  fattened  at  home;  small 
farmers  not  able  to  do  so  at  present,  but  no  reason 
why  they  should  not ; proposed  in  Mr.  Doran’s  scheme 
that  farm  stations  for  demonstrating  how  cattle  could 
be  stall-fed  in  winter  should  be  placed  in  centres 
among  400  or  500  farms  of  twenty-five,  thirty,  and 
fifty-acre  class,  25886-86a. — The  people  had  always 
been  on  bad  land  and  the  cattle  on  the  plains ; but, 
if  the  people  were  placed  on  good  land  the  difference 
would  soon  be  visible ; village  near  Castlerea  with 
holdings  from  nine  to  twenty  acres  on  good  land, 
prosperity  of  people,  25887-8. 

Nature  of  Untenanted  Land  in  Roscommon. 

Witness  thought  that  good  land  could  be  profitably 
broken  up,  25889. — Not  much  untenanted  land  in  Ros- 
common which  was  too  poor  to  be  broken  up,  although 
most  of  it  was  suitable  for  cattle  and  sheep,  25890-2. — 
Large  amount  of  land  in  Roscommon  which  had 
hitherto  been  flooded,  but  which  soon  would  be  pro- 
ductive land,  owing  to  drainage  operations  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  25892. — No  land  in  Roscom- 
mon to  witness’s  knowledge  that  was  suitable  Lr 
sheep  only,  but  there  was  a class  of  land  with  very 
little  soil,  and  with  a stiff  clay  at  the  bottom,  25801." 

Circumstances  of  Sale  of  Grass  Farm. 

Good  deal  of  land  in  Roscommon  held  under  grass  : 
quantity  of  grass  land  coming  into  market ; pur- 
Cf  oca'S  un<^er  °f  1903  selling  their  interest ; farm 
oEomP  acres  of  Brass  to  b*  offered  for  sale  by  auction, 
45893.— Owner  died;  but  Act  of  1903  gave  perfect 
treedom  to  an  annuity  payer  to  sell  farm  bv  auction  ; 
farm  sold  subject  to  the  annuity,  25893-8.— No  op- 
portunity should  be  lost  by  the  State  of  securing  a.id 


Estates  Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts 
Board  ought  to  he  provided  with  funds  for  purchase 
of  land,  instance  of  sale  of  a farm  of  300  acres 
which  witness  was  obliged  to  purchase  for  £3,700 
to  prevent  lands  passing  into  unfriendly  hands ; 
witness  sold  farm  to  Estates  Commissioners,  and 
received  3^  per  cent,  on  the  money  advanced,  no  loss, 
but  no  gain  on  transaction,  25926A-33,  25935-8. — 
Niue  families  were  settled  on  the  farm,  with  about 
twenty  Irish  acres  each,  25934. — Tenants  were  sons 
of  tenant-farmers  whose  holdings  did  not  exceed  £5 
valuation ; exactly  the  class  of  men  to  be  planted 
where  new  men  were  required,  25938. — Reluctance  of 
people  to  leave  their  own  homes  was  extraordinary, 
25939. — Financial  position  of  the  small  holders,  all 
had  savings,  the  lowest  being  £50 ; one  man  was 
married,  and  had  lived  on  less  than  an  acre,  wife 
kept  fowls,  and  they  had  a couple  of  cows,  and 
grazed  them  on  the  grazing  land  adjoining  their 
holding,  25941-7. — New  holdings  were  made  of  different 
sizes,  according  to  quality  of  land ; Estates  Commis- 
sioners divide  dthe  holdings,  but  witness  selected  the 
tenants,  25498-9. — Witness  bought  far  for  less  than 
Estates  Commissionei's  were  prepared  to  give,  and  was 
anxious  that  it  should  be  sold  at  their  previous  figure, 
but  they  simply  took  over  estate  at  such  an  amount 
as  enabled  them  to  lay  out  £20  for  making  of  a new 
road,  and  to  give  £30  each  to  the  tenants  to  assist  in 
building  of  houses  and  erection  of  fences,  25950. — 
Estate  was  bought  in  July,  1906,  and  was  taken 
over  from  witness  in  February,  1907,  25951-6. — Houses 
were  not  put  up  yet ; tenants  were  engaged  in  making 
fences,  25957. — They  lived  two  or  three  miles  away  in 
a congested  village  near  Donomon,  25958. — All  un- 
married except  one ; but  they  had  brothers  able  to 
help,  25959-60. 

Class  of  House  Built  on  Estate,  etc. 

The  £30  grant  would  represent  a house  worth 
£100  ; Estates  Commissioners  satisfied  with  good 
thatched  houses,  25962-3. — The  tenants  would  be  able 
to  marry  wives  with  fortunes  of  £150  or  £200  each, 
25961. — They  were  returned  Americans  who  brought 
back  savings,  25965-8. 

Evils  of  Emigration. 

Witness  would  like  to  stop  the  going  to  America 
and  prevent  the  dreadful  scenes  at  railway  stations  ; 
if  the  land  was  good  and  was  redistributed  among  the 
people  the  daughters  could  be  provided  with  marriage 
portions  without  going  abroad,  25971-3. — Widower 
looking  out  for  a wife  during  the  marrying  season 
told  witness  he  would  rather  have  a “home-made” 
girl,  25973-5. — Inquiries  into  deposits  in  savings  banks 
would  show  that  the  money  had  been  largely  earned 
abroad,  25980. 

Compulsory  Powers  needed  for  Tenanted  and 
Untenanted  Land. 

Compulsory  powers  were  often  required  in  cases  of 
ttnanted  land,  and  were  as  essential  as  in  purchase 
of  untenanted  land ; witness  knew  of  three  poor 
estates  in  Castlerea  Union  which  ought  to  be  treated 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


FITZGIBBON,  Mr.  J.— continued. 

simultaneously  with  others  purchased  in  same  neigh- 
bourhood ; if  not,  drainage  on  both  sets  of  estates 
would  have  to  be  left  undone,  or  else  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  would  be  obliged  to  drain  the  estate  which 
had  not  been  purchased,  25980. — The  three  estates  were 
the  Brabazon,  Wills-Sandford,  and  the  Worthington, 
25980. — The  estates  mentioned  were  unpurchased,  and 
were  in  scheduled  areas ; possibly  if  landlords  were 
now  approached  they  might  realise  that  it  was  desir- 
able to  sell ; there  were  also  several  other  small  estates 
unpurchased,  25981. — No  landlord  in  Ireland  had 
absolutely  refused  to  sell,  it  was  a question  of  price ; 
before  deciding  that  compulsion  was  necessary  it  ought 
to  be  possible  to  show  that  price  asked  was  so  pro- 
hibitive that  it  amounted  to  a refusal  to  sell ; com- 
pulsion could  then  be  applied,  and  the  price  fixed 
could  be  the  same  as  that  fixed  for  a similar  class 
of  estates,  25982-4,  26016. 

Over  two  years  ago  tenants  desired  to  buy  the 
Wills-Sandford  Estate  through  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  25985-7. 

Negotiations  for  Saxe  of  Wills-Sandford  Estate. 

Mr.  Wills-Sandford  asked  Congested  Districts 
Board  whether  they  would  buy  an  estate,  later  he 
stated  his  price  as  representing  his  net  income,  and 
gave  permission  to  inspect  the  estate  if  it  was  first 
purchased,  but  not  otherwise,  25988-97.— Witness  ad- 
vised tenants  to  go  into  Land  Courts  and  get  their 
rents  reduced,  which  they  did,  so  that  existing  net 
income  did  not  correspond  to  net  income,  on  which 
he  wanted  to  sell  his  estate,  25998-9.— Witness  did  not 
know  whether  Mr.  Wills-Sandford  had  been  asked  to 
show  his  estate  books  or  state  his  net  income,  26000-4. 
Part  of  witness’s  information  had  been  obtained  from 
a statement  by  the  member  for  the  division  at  a 
meeting ; lie  had  also  seen  a copy  of  Mr. 
oTnoJ‘?andf°rcl’s  letter  to  Congested  Districts  Board, 
26005-6.— Price  asked  for  Sandford  Estate  was  2li 
years  purchase  on  existing  rents;  only  the  portion 
of  the  estate  m which  Mr.  Wills-Sandford  had  a life 
interest  was  concerned,  26007.— No  sale  of  the  estate 
had  taken  place,  26008. 

Estate  Books  as  Means  of  Ascertaining  Net 
Income. 

Only  way  in  which  net  income  could  be  ascer- 
tamed  was  by  an  examination  of  the  estate  books ; 
negotiations  would  be  in  an  advanced  stage  if  that 
7"°  rv6'  w WltneSS  ?as  not  acquainted  with  the 
BoS  V6?d£rS  ?nd  Congested  Districts 

Board,  26009-13.— Land  Purchase  would  be  consider- 
6*Pedlted  if  landlords  were  willing  to  submit 
would  bb^kwni,W nf tl0n ^sotiationa;  tenants 
M g *°  satlsfy  reasonable  demands, 

was  not  aware  that  the  Land 
en  ? defined  net  income  as  second  term  rents 
or  its  equivalent,  less  10  per  cent,  reduction  without 
reference  to  estate  books,  26022-3.  ’ °Ut 

Landlords  Unwilling  to  Sell  Untenanted  Grazing 
Land. 

+Llandl°rd,ha1<?  ,abs°lukly  refused  to  sell  property 

trad  h26016  S*  S "0t,  “ppI-T  *?  "“‘enantj  grazing 

Had  to  Hold  it  for  Four  or  Five  Years 

Strong  recommendations  to  Estoto  • 

and  Congested  Districts  Rnnrj  , Commissioners 
tenanted  land  offered  at  frit  \1Secur.e  a11  »n- 
26103,  26106. -Most  desirahle  f bletp^ce'  26025 ’ 
acres  within  two  milTs  of  r,^1"  °f  700  or  8°0 
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agency  was  responsible  for  the  rupture  of  negotia 
tions;  but  the  land  ought  to  be  obtained;  easy  to 
settle  afterwards  who  was  to  deal  with  it,  26025-34  — 
If  Congested  Districts  Board  were  compelled  to  buv 
large  tracts  of  untenanted  land,  and  were  to  hold  it 
for  five  or  ten  years,  it  could  be  usefully  employed  and 
the  people  would  show  no  great  discontent,  knowing 
that  the  land  would  evenually  be  theirs,  26034-8  — 
The  people  would  not  be  contented  if  the  lands  were 
held  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  on  them 
migrants  from  other  counties,  26039.— Claims  of  Ros 
common  people  should  be  first  considered;  but  if 
there  were  not  a sufficient  number  of  migrants’  in 
Roscommon  there  would  be  objections  to  migrants 
from  other  counties  setting  aside  claims  of  sons  of 
tenants,  26042-3.— Congested  Districts  Board  would 
not  have  the  land  in  their  hands  for  anything  like 

ten  years  ; once  the  class  of  people  in  Roscommon 
who  ought  to  be  helped  to  the  land  had  been  provided 
for  objection  to  migrants  from  other  countries  would 
be  removed,  26053.— If  Congested  Districts  Board  were 
strengthened  and  made  a national  body,  rather  than 
a local  one,  all  objections  could  be  got  over ; in  the 
interests  of  the  tenants  it  was  desired  to  settle,  26054 
Desirable  to  hold  part  of  the  land  for  a certain  nuim 
her  of  years  ; planting  would  go  on  from  time  to  time 
Eng:  ^aim.s,  °!  local  people  had  been  considered! 
26056-60.— Admission  that  the  land  would  have  to 
heid  m Roscommon  did  not  imply  that  there  was  an 
insufficient  number  of  congests  ; not  enough  machinery 
“carve  up  entire  County  of  Roscommon  all  at  once 
,°51;3-77QrUestl0n  °f  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
land  held  for  several  years  would  be  best  left  to  the 
body  entrusted  with  the  entire  solving  of  the  question  ■ 
a certain  amount  of  discretionary  power  would  he 
26066-71.— More  popular  for  Congested  Dis- 
torts Board  to  divide  land  amongst  sons  of  tenants 
J®  h°ld  lfc  ™til  suitable  migrants  were  found ; 
piobably  Congested  Districts  Board  would  have  to  run 
counter  to  strong  feeling  in  the  district  if  they  pur- 
1,  di,any  other  policy,  26072-74.— Also  a question 
which  womd  be  better  left  to  the  body  who  was  to 
S*  sffme  ’ witness  desired  that  Ireland 
bIwIoJ “ aU?wed  carve  ter  own  joints,  but  he  had 

said  as  much  as  was  prudent  at  existing  stage  in 
working  out  of  problem,  26074-8.  6 

Distribution  of  Land — Priority  of  Claims. 

niiand  ^oscommon  should  be  given  to  anybody 
certain  that  there  was  no  so i 
migraat  who  wanted  the  land,  26078-80. 
oelto?  rSf™.  proposed  responsible  body.  Con- 
gested  Districts  Board  with  one  member  from  each 
abl^  W.dd,ief  f*0  S*  Board’  26081. — First,  the  suit- 
s' not tLnj!Tl “ *h°”Id  be  “tisfied.  but  witness 
bo  d“e  S‘ 2m£S°  “tu  p"tic“I*“  of  what  should 
sumlns  W 2fi°fi2-7.  —There  would  possibly  be  some 
KJiSL  dm?°"  ia  Kosoooonou  after  satis- 
& if  “T8*5'  “7  amount  of  unreclaimed 
Suomi  '’.f11  be  Elad  ‘o  convert  into 

ti»r  26088  0 “»ald«“We  feeling  against  migra- 
SinfS  ™ ”T.  ot  mitigating*  the  feeling  hr 

ssu-ffla  aiss  SnViii 

should  be  lpff  +1S  l/,  settlement  of  unit  for  migration 

S of 

sons  of  tenants  261 00.9  ln^Hded  “ tbe  description 
lined  the  m a “■‘■“P'2-  Witness  liad  already  out- 
with  State  mnnov^  i be  aPP^ed  to  lands  acquired 

exact  methods,  2610442  W£,i?< f epared. to  i,ldicate 
part  of  the  problem  tT?  i°f  ConS?stion  only 
was  the  cultivation^’  it  j gl'?at  1uestl0T'  in  Ireland 
worked,  and  creating  ds  at  pre?enfc  not  thoroughly 
which  forefathers  °n  a Peasantl7  on  plains  from 
care  should  heevaW^re  ,eYlctad>  26113,  26134. -Great 
of  men,  and  other  ^h-1*  a suitable  class 

families  shnnl’rl  fi  t ,^11DSS  being  equal,  heads  of 
from  DoSgTl  wSfd  b“  ”,iSVed'  26ll3-4.-Migr.nls 
witness  f elf  safe  in  „ J®  er,  .come  to  Roscommon,  so 
might  be  objection  to  mak,ln£>  an7  objection  ; there 
but  it  could  be  overaS^ G,lw,y  »r  May0’ 
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FITZGIBBON,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Origin  of  Land  Conference. 

Negotiations  called  the  Kilmainham  Treaty  ended 
in  release  of  prisoners  through  an  arrangement  to 
have  Arrears  Act  of  1882  brought  in  ; other  negotia- 
tions took  place  between  witness  and  a large  land 
agent  of  Radical-Tory  type,  belonging  to  County  Ros- 
common ; to  him  and  to  Mr.  Crosbie  belonged  the 
credit  of  conceiving  the  idea  of  the  Land  Conference 
in  1902  ; Land  Conference  would  never  have  taken 
place  but  for  Lord  Dudley’s  idea  that  Ireland  should 
be  governed  according  to  Irish  ideas,  and  Sir  Antony 
MacDonnell’s  appointment,  26121. — If  Mr.  Wyndham 
was  also  entitled  to  a share  of  the  credit,  witness  would 
gladly  concede  it,  26122-3. 

Interests  Represented  by  Witness. 

Witness  represented  not  only  interests  of  tenant- 
farmers,  but  everyone  belonging  to  his  organisation, 
in  proposing  the  scheme  of  restoring  the  land  to  the 
people ; Mr.  Boyd  represented  a narrow-minded  rem- 
nant that  was  daily  getting  smaller ; witness’s  advice 
to  them  was  to  throw  in  their  lot  with  the  rest,  and 
take  a share  in  creating  their  country’s  prosperity, 
26123. 

Constitution  of  Royal  Commission. 

Existing  Commission  was  a fair  sample  of  Eng- 
land’s best  disposition  towards  Ireland  ; appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  out  what  was  wrong,  26123, 
26178. — Sir  John  Colomb  had  probably  been  selected 
for  his  moderating  influence,  and  Mr.  Bryce  was  very 
anxious  to  befriend  Ireland,  26123. — Sir  Antony 
MacDonnell  was  most  anxious  to  serve  his  country, 
but  his  long  absence  had  placed  him  under  con- 
siderable disadvantage,  his  Indian  experience  render- 
ing it  difficult  for  him  to  adapt  his  ideas  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  own  country,  26124-6,  26380. 

Depopulation  of  Ireland. 

Existing  population  of  Ireland  a little  more  than 
four  millions,  and  present  conditions  might  be  at- 
tributed to  loss  of  more  than  half  the  population,  and 
that  half  to  a great  extent  the  manhood  of  the 
country ; only  means  of  reversing  the  process  was 
bv  selecting  the  best  men  and  planting  them  on  fertile 
soil,  26124. 

Criticism  of  Evidence  Before  Commission. 

Any  good  in  the  laws  made  for  Ireland  was  gene- 
rally lost  in  administration,  26126,  26178. — There  were 
men  in  Ireland  who  had  made  statements  before  the 
Commission  to  which  witness  took  exception ; Sir 
Horace  Plunkett,  who  had  advised  caution,  was  an 
able,  nice  gentleman,  well-meaning,  but  a good  deal 
out  of  the  country ; ability  and  education  were  not 
necessary  for  the  understanding  of  the  question ; wit- 
ness had  been  selected  to  give  evidence  because  he  had 
been  through  the  whole  campaign,  from  1879  up  to 
the  present,  and  understood  the  question  thoroughly, 
25126. 

Selection  of  Migrants. 

Every  holder  of  an  uneconomic  holding  was  not 
suitable  for  successful  working  of  a farm  in  new 
country  ; about  one  in  five  would  be  the  proportion  for 
some  time ; the  remaining  four  might  be  divided 
into  two  classes — two  who  do  not  wrish  to  leave  their 
holdings,  and  two  who  would  probably  be  a failure  if 
transplanted,  such  as  an  old  couple  whose  children 
were  settled  elsewhere ; the  strongest  should  he  the 
one  to  he  transplanted,  and  his  holding  could  be 
divided  among  the  four  left;  the  condition  of  the 
one  would  be  materially  improved,  and  of  the  four 
improved  somewhat ; the  four  holdings  could  he  ren- 
dered economic  by  adding  the  reclaimed  land  adjoin- 
ing, 26134-8. 

Migratory  Labour  from  Castleuea  Union. 

Witness  had  given  evidence  before  the  Commission 
on  Distress  for  Want  of  Employment,  in  reference  to 
the  numbers  who  yearly  left  Castlerea  Union  in  order 
to  seek  employment  in  England,  26139-42. — Statistics 
given  referred  to  1895  : 885  labourers,  20  holders  of 
land  of  5 acres,  87  holders  of  10  acres,  56  holders  of 
15  acres,  24  holders  of  20  acres,  5 holders  of  25  acres, 
6 holders  of  30  acres,  and  4 holders  of  40  acres  ; total 
of  1,087  males  leaving  Castlerea  Union  ; 283  belong- 
ing to  Mayo,  and  'in  Castlerea  Union,  also  left  Oastle- 
rea  Station,  26142. — Figures  were  taken  from  Parlia- 
mentary Returns  for  1895,  26142. — In  many  oasee 
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people  were  too  poor  to  pay  travelling  expenses  to 
England ; obliged  to  pawn,  coats,  .and  to  depend  on 
shopkeepers  to  give  their  families  credit  until  they 
could  send  help  from  England  ; not  always  success- 
ful in  finding  employment  in  England ; a bad  season 
meant  great  loss  and  disappointment ; poverty  oaused 
•by  want  of  suffioeint  employment  at  home  and  from 
want  of  -any  employment,  26142. — In  the  case  of 
holders  of  40  acres,  35  of  those  would  be  unreclaimed 
land;  poverty  was  chromic  owing  to  poverty  of  soil, 
small  size  of  holdings,  and  excess  of  population  over 
what  the  land  could  bear ; also  to  want  of  employ- 
ment, 26142. — Employment  .might  be  provided  by 
Congested  Districts  Board,  26142. — Statistics  of  mi- 
gration given  relating  to  Castlerea  Union  were  not 
only  applicable  to  neighbouring  unions,  but  the 
figures  were  in  some  cases  larger.  Migrants  when  at 
home  cultivated'  their  own  little  holdings ; they  had 
practically  nothing  to  do ; if  it  were  possible  to  get 
only  half  the  wages  at  home  they  would  not  go  to 
England ; idleness  was  practically  compulsory,  hold- 
ings too  small  to  permit  of  oontinual  employment, 
and  capital  was  small.  Women  often  cultivated  the 
holdings  while  the  men  were  in  England.  Labour  of 
migrants  to  England  mostly  confined  to  agricultural 
operations  ; there  might  be  isolated  cases  of  employ- 
ment at  gas-works  or  docks,  but  it  was  rare.  Very 
small  proportion  of  men  stayed  behind  when  it  was 
time  to  return  home — possibly  one  in  three.  There 
was  no  particular  means  of  conveying  information 
that  work  was  obtainable ; sometimes  farmers  in 
England  wrote  oar  sent  travelling  expenses,  hut  in 
most  cases  the  men  simply  risked  at  ; vastly  prefer- 
able to  keep  the  men  at  home,  but  if  they  must  go 
elsewhere  to  seek  employment  reliable  information 
would  be  useful,  26143. — Witness  was  aware  that  Con- 
nemara men  were  not  suitable  for  migration,  26143. — 
They  had  not  been  accustomed  to  work  agricultural 
holdings,  26170-4. 

Extended  Powers  for  Congested  Districts 
Board  Proposed. 

Congested  Districts  Board  very  useful ; unfortu- 
nately powers  were  very  limited ; suggestion  that 
power  should  be  enlarged  .and  area  of  operations  ex- 
tended ; Board  should  especially  devote  itself  to  re- 
clamation -and  drainage  of  waste  land.  Migration 
Department  of  the  Board  had  been  so  successful  that 
witness  advocated  a large  extension  of  its  operations, 
transfer  of  people  from  districts  where  land  was  in- 
ferior and  holdings  were  small  to  the  laige  unpopu- 
lated districts ; for  instance,  an  case  of  200  tenants 
with  five  acres  each,  if  ten  tenants  were  transferred 
and  five  .acres  each  added  to  the  other  acres,  condi  • 
tion  of  the  people  would  be  improved ; purchase  of 
pasture  land  fay  Congested  Districts  Board  whenever 
offered  proposed,  and  sale  in  fifteen-acre  lots  to  in- 
dustrious tenants.  Where  tenants  were  located  on 
good  ground  there  was  rarely  such  poverty  as  where 
the  land  was  poor  'and  the  rents  small.  Working  of 
the  Ffrench  Estate  had  been  very  successful ; hold- 
ings were  increased,  and  in  some  cases  tenants  were 
transferred,  26143. 

Development  of  Industries. 

If  the  fishing  could  not  be  improved  it  would  be 
desirable  to  try  and  create  an  industry,  26144.— 
Hosiery  industry  had  been  most  successful,  one  fac 
tory  in  Newtownards  which  began  with  eight,  and 
now  had  500  employees,  26144. — Secret  of  success 
was  to  get  hold  of  the  right  man,  no  use  without, 
26146-7. — Flimsy  excuse  for  not  starting  industries  to 
say  that  animosity  would  he  aroused  against  enter- 
prises started  wtih  State  capital,  26148-52. — Witness 
did  not  believe  in  State-aided  industries,  and  would 
rather  that  Ireland  was  allowed  to  rest  on  her  own 
resources,  26152.— Industries  should  he  started  if  the 
one  man  oould  be  found,  and  if  he  found  that  capital 
was  necessary,  then  the  State  might  make  an  ad- 
vance, hut  it  would  not  do  for  the  State  to  work  the 
factory,  etc.,  itself,  26154-61. — Prosperous  industries 
existing  by  means  of  private  capital  should  not  be 
interfered  with,  State  aid  warrantable  only  in  ab- 
sence of  such  industries  or  where  there  is  no  chance 
of  (injurious  competition ; not  much  danger,  very 
often  they  were  not  the  best  men  in  a State-aided  fac- 
tory, 26162-9. — Test  of  suitability  for  migration  was 
sobriety,  industry,  thrift,  and  capability,  26173-4. 
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Land  should  be  Distributed  according  to  Irish 
Views. 

Ireland  was  entitled  to  carve  her  joints  according 
to  her  own  views ; if  lit  was  done  according  to  Eng- 
lish views,  it  would  unquestionably  make  hash  of 
^hem,  26178,  26259-60. — Finding  of  Commission  would 
be  a half  measure,  due  to  the  fact  of  having  timorous 
men  on  the  Commission  ; question  required  to  be 
settled  by  capable  men,  and  certain  members  of  the 
Commission  were  trying  to  have  an  inoapable  body 
appointed,  26180-2. — Necessity  of  providing  the  three 
joints  already  detailed  by  witness ; the  parting  be- 
tween present  owners  and  their  lands  would  be  sad, 
but  not  so  sad  as  the  partings  at  railway  stations 
between  emigrants  and  their  parents ; if  there  was 
to  be  a row,  better  have  it  at  once  instead  of  keeping 
it  simmering  for  the  next  twenty-seven  years  as  it 
had  been  since  the  Act  of  1881,  26184-6. 

Migration. 

Witness’s  views  with  regard  to  migration  were 
exactly  the  same  as  they  had  been  eleven  years  pre- 
viously; his  evidence  given  before  the  Commission 
was  similar  to  that  given  before  the  Commission  on 
Distress  from  Want  of  Employment,  26191-5. 

Amalgamation  of  Board  and  Commission 
Question. 

Not  desirable  to  have  an  amalgamation  of  the  Es- 
tates  Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts  Board; 
they  should  do  the  same  work,  but  not  in  the  same 
provinces,  and  the  work  ought  not  to  overlap,  26196 
—If  uniformity  of  price  was  to  be  the  rule,  it  was 
necessary  for  one  body  to  deal  with  one  district; 
I. states  Commissioners  purchased  the  Balfe  Estate 
and  Congested  Districts  Board  bought  adjoining 
estate  at  a lower  price  ; tenants  on  Balfe  Estate  got 
better  value  than  on  the  other  estate,  the  .rents  were 
less  than  the  others,  26118.— Also  at  Ballingar,  two 
tni01+t,ng  estat^1  ^ bought  by  the  two  bodies, 
and  there  was  the  same  difference  in  price  as  be- 
tween prices  paid  for  the  Clancy  and  Balfe  Estates, 
°,f  ,land  be  offered  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  being  much  the  better,  26198.— Donegal,  Cork 
and  Kerry  were  not  in  Connaught,  but  They  were 
Connaught  counties  for  the  purpose  of  defining  the 
26200-3.  Congested  DistriS^^ 
■Should  have  the  same  powers  and  privileges  in  deal- 
3f  t^r  ***»  Commissioners,  such  as 

^in8  ^tb  evicted  tenants;  fric- 
Jxm  had  occiirred  between  the  two  bodies  ovLr  X 
Kfe  evlcted  Wnts  on  the  DeFreyne  Estate, 

°F  Wobk  ot  Land  Purchase,  Etc 
Between  Board  and  Commission  Proposed.  ’ 
counties  and  other  congested  counties 
should  be  worked  exclusively  by  tlie  Congested  Ute 

MS' 

-lid.  -to 

gestai  Detects  Board  ^ 

CoAto®*;  W'  p”d  “a:y0'  "ld  lf“™  Keri'5’  and 
^ork  to  the  Estates  Commissioners,  26214-7  26229 

immmm 

*™.'  toriiSj  to  64J.USi“M2S.  '"a  Ch'a”' 

Chic  Mb,*  Pura  ,m  ^ Tlla, 
Departments  Proposed 

1»  m <£  cmS  4l"«  to  *“■> 

of  continuous  supervision  placed I *2* 
machinery  dn  the  han/te  , direction  of  the 

36236-437  ‘ ^ °f  of  the  Board, 


FITZGIBBON,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Retention  of  Board  ; Question  of  Board’ s 
Constitution,  Etc. 

There  were  some  members  of  Conseeted  tw-j  ■ , 
Board  who  had,  never  seen  a congested  district*^?8 
at  any  rate,  who  had  only  taken  a motor  tom-  • ’™e’ 
one  had  confidence  an  the  Board  so  lone  « 'm  " 
Doran  took  part;  he  was  capable  and  sympatW 
■and  had  lived  .all  his  life  among  the  claaTS  i 

at  was  desired  to  help,  26244-5(1- Continuous  2? 
vision  was  most  essential ; greater  supervision  and 
increased  funds  would  be  needed  under  the  new  7r 
rangemont ; most  imp  indent  to  transfer  officials  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  Estates  Commissions? 
26252  -Success  of  working  of  Congested  DisbS 
Board  depended  upon  its  constitution;  if 
Districts  Board  were  done  away  with  ait  preset 
would  he  giving  the  credti  of  those  who  had  done  ti  e 
work  to  those  who  oame  in  at  the  twelfth  hour-  t 
was  necessary  to  retain  men  who  had  the  confidence 
of  the  people  and  who  could  put  down  any  trouble  or 
friction,  26253.— United  Irish  League  was  decidedly  in 
°Lre.tentl,011  of i Congested  Districts  Board,  26254 
26259.— -Witness  s scheme  would  require  more  con- 
stant attention  upon  part  of  Board  than  was  at  nre- 
sent  given,  one  day  a week  was  sufficient;  present 
satisfactory  condition  of  Board  might  not  aW 
exist,  but  there  wero  plenty  of  the  same  class  of  men 
H1  “f1 26255-7.  Nothing  had  happened  in  rela- 
7 .^fo^-.of  Congested  Districts  Board  that 
would  justify  Parliament  in.  objecting  to  its  reten- 

“°h  81034 * “ - 

Work  of  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Department  of  Agriculture  ought  to  be  in  everv 
province  at  the  initial  stages  of  the  new  homesj 
the  Department  had  not  done  exactly  the  same  dm 
of  work  as  Congested  Districts  Board,  but  it  oueht 

26261?  :?A^ainw^°Unt  °f  WOrk  knd  out  fOT  itsfif, 
nf7-hl2’-n2^2^''~7l1?eas  was  in  favour  of  principle 
?U  ^DeP^  TTntj  but  7as  not  satisfied  with  senti- 
5DdlJldml  members;  Sir  H.  Plunkett  was 

p”feaMr  c“ipwi  to,. 

Assisting  Town  Tenants  to  Acquire  Houses  and 
Plots. 

-7f.  fasting  town  tenants  connected 
nWs  to  acquire  their  houses  and 

plots,  the  State  taking  the  precaution  that  their  ad- 
vances were  properly  secured,  26266-73. 

Obstacles  to  Migration;  Lack  of  Tukbart,  Etc. 

f^6NCSUGe._W7  migranfe  '"’ere  reluctant  to  move 
from  districts  -^here  there  was  plenty  of  fuel  was 
that  in  other  districts  fuel  was  scarce ; establishment 
lno^0miir^LaedT.  peat . industry  proposed,  so  that  one 
load  would  be  equivalent  to  five  loads  of  uncom- 
peat,  86274,  26a&7.-Cong^ted  BiS 
S*  considering  the  matter,  and  were  simply 
f°rJ\e  kal:?s*  invention ; industry  had 
' “ad?  passed  beyond  the  experimental  stage;  wit- 
2^75-fipder?°°^  3t  yas  working  in  Maryborough, 

__  *•  ■^•Dctber  objection  to  removing  was  the 
g,,  of  laaid  3n  non-congested  districts;  the 
«»^  tha  amount  of  land  -the  new  tenant  gave  np 
“b®  ™fller  7®  7nt  of  tile  new  holding,  26282.— Com- 
.Teat  lndusbry  ought  to  be  carried  out  in  all 
its  details ; Congested  Districts  Board  could  retain  a 
rertarn  amount  of  turbary  ,and  start  an  industry  to 
b1?  7 compressed  peat  to  estates  on  which  there  was 
26288-.9’  26293. — Compressed  peat 
n»vnM^  'abo:'it  ^3-  a ton  5 industry  would  pay,  and  it 
supply  a want  where  fuel  was  scarce ; trade 
S?Pnlated  for,  I0033,  Purposes,  but  any  surplus 
_!®rj  7®  exP°rted,  26290-2. — Two  useful  purposes 
: _fuel  would  be  supplied  where  it  was 
employment  would  be  given;  surplus 
land,  after  meeting  requirements  of  tenants,  varied 
n vanous  estates ; Congested  Districts  Board  were 
*ber  ooufd,  26293-5— Profit  of  in- 
ustty  should  be  earmarked  for  looal  expenditure  if 
■DandJ  sllould  be  dealt  with  by  Congested 
.,,7 (dB  . Loard,  26298. — 'Congested  Districts  Board 
c^gvLt0-init.late  rudustries  for  people  in  position  de- 
scrihed,  if  there  were  not  much  risk  of  loss,  26296-7. 

Absence  of  .turbary  was  an  obstacle  which  prevented 
d^bte  tenants  removing  from  congested  districts; 
establishment  of  peait  compressing  industry  would  be 
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FITZGIBBON,  Mr.  J .—continued. 


an  inducement,  26299-301. — Areas  otherwise  suitable 
for  purchase  need  not  be  rejected  on  account  of  dis- 
tance of  turbary  ; witness  knew  of  prosperous  small 
holdings,  comfort  due  to  good  land,  although  tenants 
had  to  travel  four  or  five  miles  for  the  turbary, 
26301. — Value  of  land  for  grazing  purposes  was  the 
same  whether  near  a turf  bog  or  not,  not  as  valuable 
to  the  small  farmer  on  area  distant  from  turf,  26303. 
Willingness  to  migrate  was  increasing  very  much ; 
Board  was  keeping  the  people  back  in  order  to  have 
the  pick  of  the  tenants,  26303. 

Mixed  Farming  Advocated  ; Chops  to  be  Grown, 
Etc. 

Witness  was  not  in  favour  of  compulsory  migra- 
tion; there  was  a great  willingness,  but  they  all 
looked  for  the  nearest  point  to  that  they  were  pro- 
posing to  leave,  26305-9. — 'Suitable  migrant  on  a 
thirty-acre  farm  lin  Roscommon  oould  make  it  profit- 
able in  the  following  way:  the  more  tillage  the 
better,  large  tracts  of  land  in  Roscommon  had  not 
been  broken  up  for  100  years ; feeding  qualities  of 
the  land  were  under  30  per  cent,  of  what  they  were 
thirty  years  ago,  26310. — By  tillage,  witness  meant 
growing  of  feeding  stuffs  for  cattle,  26311.— Ten  acres 
of  the  farm  should  be  tilled  if  possible,  .and  produce 
should  be  consumed  on  -Hie  farm  in  feeding  oattle, 
pigs,  etc.  ; fanner  should  grow  his  own  coni  and  get 
as  much  as  he  possibly  could  for  his  stock  and  family 
out  of  the  land,  26312. — Potatoes,  turnips,  and  man- 
gold could  be  grown,  also  wheat  where  the  land  was 
suitable,  26313-4. — Very  few  farmers  in  Roscommon, 
grew  wheat ; witness  knew  of  one  successful  holding 
worked  on  the  lines  described,  26315.— Fruit  might  be 
added  to  the  other  crops,  but  not  tobacco;  crops 
grown  should  be  either  for  fanners’  own  use  or  for 
use  of  their  horses  and  oattle,  26316-9. — Barley  was 
sometimes  grown,  generally  near  distilleries,  not  of 
much  use  in  Roscommon,  26320. 

Distribution  op  Land  ; Priority  op  Claims. 

Witness’s  statement  that  Connemara  men  should 
not  be  migrated  was  based  upon  the  evidence  of  those 
who  knew  them  intimately  ; if  it  were  possible  to 
find  in  Connemara  men  of  a suitable  class,  witness 
would  be  quite  willing  that  they  should  come  to  Ros- 
common, and  they  would  be  helped  if  any  of  the  joint 
iras  to  spare,  but  witness  was  not  willing  that  they 
should  have  a preference  over  the  sons  of  tenants  in 
Roscommon,  26323-47. — A certain  class  of  tenants  was 
meant,  the  sons  of  men  who  would  facilitate  migra- 
tion by  giving  up,  or  inducing  their  father  to  give 
up  their  old  holding,  26352. — Not  possible  to  lay  down 
hard  and  fast  rules  on  the  question  ; better  to  leave 
nc-J?TW'*1'a,*ever  •authority  was  to  carry  out  the  scheme, 
26353-5. 


Holdings  that  Could  be  Made  Economic. 

Two  out  of  every  five  holdings  at  present  unecono- 
mic could  be  made  economic  by  a system  of  drainage 
and  reclamation,  26358. 

Land  Suitable  poe  Apporestation. 

Large  amount  of  land  in  some  districts  suited  for 
no  other  purpose  than  planting  trees  ; it  was  too 
poor  for  tillage,  but  reafforestation  would  provide 
■employment,  and  perhaps  change  the  climate,  26359- 
o0.— Bogland  was  useful  for  tillage  when  drained  and 
reclaimed,  but  the  land  described  oould  scarcely  be 
made  crop-producing,  26360-1.— Proposal  was  limited 
o ky  la-rge  graziers  leit  at  a very  low  rate, 
£0006-8.— Large  tracts  of  land  of  the  kind  spoken  of 
■ad  already  been  purchased  by  Estates  Commis- 
sioners or  Congested  Districts  Boar-d  ; witness  knew 
ot  an  area  of  land  in  Roscommon  which  the  owner 
would  be  glad  to  sell  for  any  purpose,  and  which 
would  be  useful  for  planting,  26396-74  — Rent  of  the 
iarm  which  witness  had  mentioned  as  bring  put  up 
tor  auction  must  have  been  about  £100  a year,  an- 
nuity was  about  £80,  26376. 

Time  and  Trouble  Required  to  Solve  Problem 
op  Congestion. 

°f  was  a universal 

riS;  ™ 2 witness  hoped  that  object  of  the  Commis- 

* ily  t0  question;  there  was  no 

to  }h0S&  'S'°  ,knew- , but  it  would  not  do 

bad  S P^7  &ir  Antony  MacDonnell 

ad  proposed  to  do  in  taking  a bit  out  of  Ros& tu- 


rnon to  give  it  to  Mayo,  26380. — Object  of  amalga 
mating  Congested  Districts  Board  and  Estates  Com- 
missioners was  to  settle  the  question  quickly,  but  the 
question  could  not  be  settled  in  a hurry  ; it  required 
the  greatest  care  and  attention,  and  sympathetic  offi- 
cials were  needed. 

Amalgamation  of  Board  and  Commission  Question. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  well ; Estates 
Commissioners  had  gone  over  much  more  ground,  but 
their  work  was  different,  it  was  simply  distributing 
holdings.  Difficulty  arose  with  estates  like  the  De 
Freyne  Estate,  where  holdings  were  held  on  the  run- 
dale  system,  one  field  belonging  to  one  man  and  the 
next  field  belonging  to  a neighbour ; work  of  Con- 
gested Board  was  to  place  holdings  together,  improve 
houses,  carry  out  drainage,  etc.  ; .amalgamation  with 
Congested  Districts  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners 
at  the  present  juncture  would  be  giving  the  credit  of 
the  Board’s  work  to  a new  set  of  men ; work  of  the 
Board  was  evidence  of  what  could  be  done  by  any 
Board  in  Irel  and  having  the  confidence  of  the  people  ; 
presence  of  Dr.  O’Donnell  and  Father  Denis  O’Hara 
on  the  Board  was  of  itself  sufficient  to  inspire  the 
people  with  confidence  ; co-ordination  between  the  two 
Departments  was  necessary,  but  overlapping  was  un- 
desirable ; with  similar  powers,  each  Department 
should  deal  with  different  parts  of  the  country ; alte- 
ration of  constitution  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
would  be  against  the  wish  of  the  people  for  whom  it 
was  intended.  Caution  .in  dealing  out  one  joint  at 
a time  would  probably  destroy  success  of  scheme  out- 
lined by  witness  ; result  would  be  the  same  as  on  the 
Dillon  Estate,  one  set  of  congests  would  be  helped  and 
another  set  left  urihelped. 

Evils  of  Emigration. 

Witness  was  anxious  to  keep  the  young  men  in  the 
country  and  to  prevent  the  terrible  partings  a-t  rail- 
way stations  between  emigrants  and  their  parents, 
the  one  hope  'being  that  of  being  able  to  return  soon  ; 
witness  had  a book  containing  names  of  men  living 
abroad  who  had  saved  money  and  were  anxious  to 
return  home ; there  were  also  names  of  those  who  by 
thrift  and  industry  at  home  had  accumulated  from 
£100  to  £200  ; these  were  the  men  who  should  be 
planted  on  the  land.  Sole  cause  for  regret  in  connec- 
tion with  Congested  Districts  Board  was  that  they 
had  not  much  greater  powers  .and  much  more  money  ; 
if  number  one  joint  only  was  supplied  the  men  would 
give  up  all  hope  of  ever  getting  land ; from  British 
point  of  view,  desirable  to  have  them  for  the  army 
or  police.  Mr.  Birrell  had  gone  to  Ireland,  not  to 
teach,  but  to  learn,  and  witness  advised  the  Commis- 
sion to  do  the  same,  26379-80. 

Document  put  in  by  Mr.  J.  Fitzgibbon.  yffify* 
Return  showing  Number  of  Holdings  under  cer- 
tain valuation  in  County  Roscommon,  . 244 


MULLENS,  Mr.  J.  A. 

Trustee  Securities,  Highest  Class. 

Bank  of  England  had  only  one  firm  of  stockbrokers, 
22336. — Highest  class  of  -trustee  securities  were  Con- 
sols, at  86,  yielding  £2  18s.  ; other  Government 
Stocks,  such  .as  Transvaal  3 per  Cent,  and  Guaran- 
teed 2|  per  Cent.  Irish  Stock,  at  about  87 ; other 
trustee  securities  were  English  Railway  Debenture 
Stocks,  3a  to  3^  per  Cent.,  Indian  Government  and 
Railway  Stocks,  and  English  Railway  Stocks,  3£  per 
Cent.  ; also  Colonial  Stock,  at  3£  per  cent.,  22338-9. — 
Above-mentioned  not  all  first-class,  but  all  allowed 
under  ‘Trustee  Act,  22340-2. — No  security  as  good  as 
English  Government  Stock,  22344. — Colonial  Stock 
included  Crown  Colony  Stock,  22345. — Which  was  not 
absolutely  guaranteed,  22345a. 

Investments  Authorised  Under  Section  31  op 
Act  of  1903. 

Investments  authorised  under  Section  31  of  Act  of 
1903  included  securities  not  allowed  under  Trustee 
Act,  22346,  22348. — Including  out-of-the-way  Irish  se- 
curities, such  as  Baronial  Guaranteed  Railway  Stocks, 
22350-1. — Amount  of  such  stock  very  small,  22351-5, 
22375-6. — Absence  of  limit  would  not  force  up  price, 
22362. — Average  return  .on  securities  under  section  ran 
up  nearly  to  4 per  cent.,  22356,  22359. — As  a matter 
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of  fact,  only  trustee  sceuriti.es  had  been  allowed  up 
to  the  present,  22346. — Because  there  was  a veto, 
22349. — English  Railway  Ordinary  Stock  hardly  de- 
sirable for  trustee  investment,  because  income  was  de- 
rived from  profits  of  the  year  and  must  fluctuate, 
22346,  22400. — Return,  per  cent.,  might  reach  4^  per 
cent.,  22347. 

Rate  of  Interest  Given  by  Various  Classes 
of  Securities. 

Summing  up,  first  class  of  securities  gave  about  3 
per  cent.,  22357. — Second  class,  3g  to  3£,  22358. — 
Securities  under  Section  51  nearly  4 per  cent.,  22359. 
— No  difficulty  in  getting  five  to  ten  millions  of  Class 
No.  2 Stock,  22360-1. 


Foreign  Railways. 

Foreign  Railways  not  included,  in  Section  51,  22365 
— nor  allowed  under  Trustee  Act,  22366. — Nor  Colo- 
nial Railway  Stock,  22367-9. — Some  Colonial  and 
Foreign  Railways  quite  good,  22370. 

Trustee  Investments  ; Average  Yield,  Etc. 

Trustees  could  go  outside  Trustee  Act  only  with 
approval  of  public  trustee,  22371-3. — People  invested 
in  No.  1 Stock  partly  because  it  was  more  easily 
realisable,  p'artly  because  many  old  people  preferred 
Consols,  22377. — Fluctuations  no  greater  in  Class  2 
than  in  Class  1,  22378. — Cheaper  to  invest  in  Consols, 
22379. — Average  yield  of  typical  trustee  securities 
other  than  Government  Stock : 1901,  £3  0s.  8 d.  ; 
1902,  £3  Is.  Od.  ; 1903,  £3  3s.  4 d.  ; 1904,  £3  6s.  5d.  ; 
1905,  £3  2s.  9 d.  ; 1906,  £3  4s.  10 d.,  22380-1.  All  first- 
class  securities  fell  during  1904,  owing  to  Russian 
war,  22381-3. — At  present  first-class  securities  were 
about  the  lowest  on  record,  22385. — Yielding  about 
£3  7s.  6 d.,  22386. — Partly  because  much  money  was 
•wanted,  22387. — Securities  given  were  the  very  best 
of  No.  2 Class,  and,  though  lower  than  ever  before, 
yielded  barely  3£,  22388-1)7. 

Some  Securities  Mentioned  Not  Good  for 

Trustees  ; Responsibility  of  Public  Trustee. 

Some  securities  mentioned  not  good  enough  for 
trustees,  and  should  be  eliminated,  22417,  22418-9, 
22425. — But  no  additional  security  was  needed  so  long 
as  there  was  the  veto  of  public  trustee,  22398-9, 
22402. — Extension  of  range  of  investments  would  give 
public  trustee  a great  responsibility,  22404. — Impos- 
sible to  extend  range  of  really  safe  investments,  22406. 
Irish  letter  said  his  permission  was  required  for  in- 
vestment in  anything  outside  trustee  securities,  but 
no  list  of  the  permitted  outside  investments  was  pub- 
lished, 22045. — Theie  were  ample  trustee  securities, 
22407,  22428,  22479. 


Increase  in  Amount  of  First-class  Securities, 
and  Increased  Yield. 

151  millions  of  Government  Stock  created  during 
South  African  war ; permission  since  1900  to  invest 
in  Colonial  Securities  gave  additional  236  millions ; 
during  last  ten  years  there  were  available  115  mil- 
lions of  Corporation  Stocks  and  Trustee  Securities, 
22479-80. — Interest  higher  than  at  any  time  during 
last  .twenty  years,  22481,  22487.— War  debt  now 
yielded  £2  18s.  Id.,  22483-4. — Increase  in  securities 
available  to  increase  interest,  22485-6.— Transvaal 
loan  gave  just  over  3 per  cent.,  22488-9.— Colonial 
Stock  would  average  3g  per  cent.,  22491.— Municipal 
•Stock  perhaps  a shilling  more,  22492. — Trustees  far 
batter  off  than  five  or  six  years  ago,  22493-6. 


Powers  of  Public  Trustee. 

Power  of  public  trustee  to  limit  interest  an  owne 
could  get  for  sale ; proceeds  might  to  a certain  exten 
affect  price  a vendor  would  accept,  22408-16.— If  in 
vestments  were  limited  to  ordinary  trustee  securitie 
public  trustee  would  not  be  needed,  22423,  22425 
22430,  22437. — All  securities  fluctuated;  no  harmfo 
a trustee  to  invest  in  any  security  whose  interest  wa 
absolutely  guaranteed,  22429— Since  a landlord  wh 
made  up  his  mind  to  sell  knew  he  would  not  get  * 
farthing  of  the  price  for  at  least  two  yeans,  ami  n 
one  could  tell  what  (interest  would  be  on  .a  given  ee 
curity  at  that  distance  of  time,  the  advice  of  publi 
trustee  could  not  really  affect  selling  price  2243942 
—No  reason  why  -an  Irish  landowner  selling  his  lam 
would  not  do  as  he  liked  with  proceeds,  so  long  as  i 
was  not  settled  property,  22431-6,  22505-6. 


Irish  Land  Stock. 

Land  Stock  raised  under  Irish  Land  Act  so  far 
been  £5,000,000,  £6,000,000,  and  £7,000,000,  andtW 
had  not  appreciably  affected  money  market,  22443 
22471. — It  was  only  a transfer  of  securities,  22471-9, 
—Up  to  £10,200,000  might  be  issued,  but  it  would 
always  be  easier  to  put  £5,000,000  or  £6,000  000  on 
the  market,  22443,  22464-5. — Price  of  stock  at’ present 
down  to  86,  22444-6.— Pnice  moved  in  sympathy  with 
Consols,  22448-9,  224524.— Prices  unduly  depressed  bv 
expectation  of  new  issue,  22450,  22463.— Would  not 
be  quite  so  high  as  Consols,  22453.— Partly  because 
market  for  Consols  was  far  greater,  22457-9.— Position 
which  must  continue  till  all  land  transfer  transac- 
tions were  completed,  22451,  22455-6. — Creation  of 
large  additional  amount  would  not  raise  price  be- 
cause it  would  have  to  be  issued  at  lower  price,  22460- 
1. — Whole  amount  of  money  not  available  for  invest 
ment  at  psychological  moment,  22473.— No  prejudice 
against  stock  by  reason  of  its  name,  22466-9.— Rank 
22476^8  ^ Warne<*  proposed  new  issue  of  stock, 
Outlook. 

Impossible  to  say  whether  present  state  of  things 
would  last ; outlook  not  very  hopeful,  22497-9._It 
must  take  time  to  change,  and  the  longer  the  better 
•for  investors,  22501-3.— Not  safe  to  base  land  policy 
on  present  conditions,  22500. 

Document  put  inly  Mr.  J.  A.  Mullens.  Paa».n- 
Return  giving  a list  of  seven  Typical  Trustee  °‘' 
Securities,  and  the  yield  from  each,  . 231 


WYNDHAM,  Right  Hon.  G. 

Position  as  Chairman  of  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Witness  became  Chairman  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  by  resolution  of  members,  position  of  other 
members  being  coequal  with  hiis  own,  subject  to 
greater  facilities  of  access  to  other  departments,  con- 
sequent on  position  as  Chief  -Secretary,  22795-6.— 
Actions  in  Parliament  by  the  Chief  Secretary  relating 
r1®  Board  were  as  a member  of  the  Board  simply, 
and  did  not  involve  Ministerial  responsibility,  except 
in  case  of  f ailing  to  maintain  continuity  of  necessary 
legislation,  22797. 

Compulsory  Powers  Not  Desirable,  and  Would 
be  Granted  With  Difficulty. 

Compulsory  powers  were  not  a necessary  condition 
of  Boards  effective  action,  22798.— Witness  thought 
tlie  Board,  had  not  gone  anything  like  as  far  as  it 
could  without  resorting  to  compulsion ; if  there  were 
compulsory  powers  there  would  be  a temptation  to 
short-cuts,  22818. — Friction  would  be  created,  and 
oast  and  delay  increased,  22821,  22829,  22840.— The 
House  of  Commons  would  probably  not  give  compul- 
^ P owers  without  .appeal  to  a judge;  neither 
would  such  powers  make  the  transactions  of  the  Board 
larger,  22840. — The  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
oegun  in  sn  experimental  way,  and  ultimately  had 
thought  it  better  to  embrace  a large  area,  and  to  be  a 
landlord  for  some  years  ; if  oompulsory  powers  were 
granted,  the  Board  would  have  to  receive  a sanction 
. compulsion  on  particular  estates,  which  would 
involve  a quick  re-sale,  in  witness’s  opinion  veiy  un- 
esarable ; the  present  Board,  with  only  voluntary 
£?W6r?-L  aiN  801110  financial  assistance,  would  go  faster 
Wian  the  Board  with  compulsory  powers,  22840— Di- 
mcuity  of  Board’s  getting  into  its  hands  land  avail- 
1oi\  of  congestion  without  compulsion  had 
been  met  -by  a provision  in  the  Act  of  1903,  forbidding 
creation  of  new  tenancies,  or  sale  of  nowly-oreated 
,after.  a certain  date,  22893— Acts  of  1901 
. . ’were  intended  to  remove  obstacles  to  effective 
final*  22799  D°  ^'s^a^‘on  011  such  a subject  could  be 

Objects  of  Act  of  1903. 

Objects  of  Act  of  1903  were:  (a)  purchase  of 
i s’  P®  c,ar0  -of  congestion  throughout  Ire- 
-_+  „ 111  operations  for  purchase  of 

^tates  22800— Thus  applied  to  the  whole  of  Ireland, 
‘ / \ + regard  to  congested  districts  objects 
were : (a;  to  enlarge  credit  for  purchase,  the  Board 
allowed  access  to  the  whole  guarantee  fund  of 
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county  in  which  scheduled  district  was  found,  and 
credit  value  of  fund  doubled,  22800,  22802 ; (b) 
separate  credit  for  acquiring  untemanted  land,  inte- 
rest on  .a  million  and  a half  of  Irish  Church  Surplus 
Fund  being  used  to  form  a guarantee  fund  for  un- 
tenanted land,  22800,  22802 ; (c)  working  capital  for 
improvements,  £20,000  a year  being  added  toEoard’s 
income,  22800,  22802  ; (d)  greater  administrative  faci- 
lities, as  when  a property  outside  a congested  dis- 
trict was  acquired  for  benefit  of  the  district,  some 
part  was  allowed  to  be  handed  over  for  benefit  of 
people  in  the  locality,  22800,  22808. — Power  was  got 
to  resume  and  develop  for  purpose  of  migration  and 
enlargement  of  holdings,  22810. — Illustration : pur- 
chase by  Board  of  three  congested  properties  for 
£9.000,  and  untenanted  land  to  the  amount  of  £3,500  ; 
small  people  on  the  fringe  capable  of  being  dealt  w:Ui 
for  £500 ; £500  worth  of  property  would  be  handed 
over  to  the  Estates  Commissioners,  and  the  advance 
of  £500  would  fall  on  guarantee  fund  of  county ; thus 
property  to  the  value  of  £12,000  would  remain  to 
Board,  the  sum  being  advanced  to  them  on  payment 
of  annual  interest  of  2|  per  cent,  for  five  years  or, 

Elding  sale,  during  which  time  some  of  tire  difference 
ween  interest  and  rent  would  be  saved,  if  possible. 
22811. 

Two-fold  Operations  of  Act  of  1903. 
Operations  of  Act,  two-fold : (a)  purchase  of  land  ; 
(6)  execution  of  improvements,  loss  on  either  sepa- 
rately compensated,  loss  on  price  of  land  purchased 
■by  Estates  Commissioners  not  to  exceed  10  per  cent., 
without  calculating  money  spent  on  improvements, 
22802-3. — Witness  was  speaking  of  congested  districts 
estates,  22804. — Object  was  to  prevent  extravagant 
execution  of  works,  and  to  secure  assistance  from 
people  to  be  benefited,  22805,  22816. — Period  during 
which  Board  could  act  as  landlord  was  eight 
years,  reduced  to  five,  against  witness’s  better  judg- 
ment; five  years  not  a sufficient  time  to  deal  with 
worst  properties,  22816. — Such  an  estate  in  Erris, 
Stranorlar,  and  Lettermullen,  22817. 


Work  of  Parish  Committees. 

No  portion  of  increased  grant  to  Board  was  avail- 
able for  Parish  Committees,  22875. — Witness  had  put 
forward  great  advantage  to  Congested  areas  of  develop- 
ing Parish  Committees,  22876.— It  would  be  departing 
from  the  paternal  character  of  the  Board  if  it  save 
up  that-  work,  22883. 

Loss  on  Land  Purchase. 

Framers  of  Act  of  1903  thought  loss  on  purchase  of 
land  would  not  be  on  uneconomic  holdings,  but  on 
untenanted  land ; assuming  a loss  of  £1,000  on 
£12,000,  Board  would  have  to  pay  3|  per  cent  on  that 
£1,000  for  sixty-eight  years,  unless  sum  so  lost  were 
saved  out  of  margin  between  rents  received  and  in- 
terest due,  22311. — But  in  practice  transactions  were 
complete  on  sale  to  tenants,  and  losses  on  purchase  of 
land  or  on  works  were  totalled  as  so  much  lost  to  the 
income  of  the  Board,  22815. — Purchase  of  untenanted 
land  was  contemplated  from  the  first ; that  principle 
and  principle  of  loss  in  connection  with  uneconomic 
wain sa"ct,cmed  by  Government  in  1901  and  1902, 
tcalv.  Loss  not  desirable,  but  some  loss  must  be  con- 
templated, an  aggregate  loss  of  10  per  cent,  being 
allowed  for  by  Government.  22820-2,  22831.— Even 
"utside  Congested  Districts,  22830.— Loss  occurred  be- 
' ause  land  was  in  such  a bad  condition  ; land  in 
letter  condition  if  bought  and  improved  might  involve 
?ain’  22821-2,  22824,  22830. — Compulsion  would  in- 
* 8i'eater  loss,  22821. — Question  could  not  be 
3™*°  untenanted  land,  because  untenanted  land 
defects  in  other  land,  and  loss 
.-“la  ‘‘.ttnbuted  to  whole  area,  22823,  22831-3 —It 
imnroved  T°r/h  Wl“le  t0  s,e11  bad  land  unless  it  were 
ini?  S J4  c,ould  not  be  improved  without  buy- 

Board  d !an.d’  22825— Congested  Districts 

Sv  aR  lPTer  administer,  and  sell  a pro- 

PIeafd’  bufc  extravagance  might  involve 
tranSS  lt*PcTrS'  22834— As  to  portion  of 
to  what  ? Tk1C  1 -l0f  feuded,  witness  referred 
not  the  mind  of  the  framers  of  the  Act, 

givon  a w'"g  in  tbe  4ct  1Jtself-  22835-6— Act  had 

take*?,,™8?-  lncom,e.  t°  Board  to  enable  it  to  under- 
ofk£l  (VTna-Ctl0-nS  Whlcb  mv°lved  loss;  if,  with  a loss 
SyfS  Tt  shouhf’  ? *he  Ration  over  a 

more  2v  9 »«ld  have  a good  case  in  asking  for 
re  money,  22836.-In  general  purchases,  loss  on  the 
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price  of  land  was  kept  distinct,  22802. — Estates  Com- 
missioners in  purchasing  land  must  state  that  it  could 
be  re-sold  at  a loss  of  ten  per  cent,  22802,  22855. 


Increased  Price  of  Land  Under  Act  of  1903. 

Enhanced  prices  spoken  of  in  Act  of  1903  preferred 
to  prices  given  by  a purchaser  to  the  Board,  22802. — 
Increased  price  for  land  under  Act  of  1903  had  no 
real  bearing  on  the  problem  of  congestion;  the  pur- 
chase of  untenanted,  land  in  order  to  carry  out  Large 
improvements  was  really  a new  problem,  22880. — Un- 
tenanted land  was  always  at  a high  price  in  Ireland ; 
the  more  that  was  paid  the  higher  the  instalments  of 
settlers,  22881. — Untenanted  land  of  best  quality  only 
in  the  market  at  a prohibitive  price  for  agricultural 
purposes;  if  only  good  grass  land  was  bought  better 
for  it  to  remain  as  common  pasturage,  22881. — This 
would  benefit  the  people  materially,  22881-2. — It  was 
mainly  by  buying  grass  land  at  a low  grade  that  a 
settlement  of  question  could  be  arrived  at,  22818. 

Class  of  Untenanted  Land  which  should  be 
Bought. 

Very  important  to  buy  indifferent  grass  land,  22881. — 
Under  Act  of  1903  there  was  power  to  resume  a ten- 
ancy in  connection  with  migration ; they  should  be 
able  to  get  a grant  for  this  purpose,  22873. — Purchase 
of  untenanted  land  might  be  spread  practically  over 
68g  years,  22874. — To  keep  untenanted  land  available 
it  was  laid  down  that  new  tenancies  could  not  be 
created  after  a certain  date,  and  money  would  not  be 
advanced  for  purchase  of  tenancies  above  a certain 
size,  22893. — State  credit  could  not  be  used  to  sell 
untenanted  land  as  large  holdings,  22894,  22902. — 
Untenanted  land  could  only  be  bought  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  and  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for 
relief  of  congestion,  22901-2. — Witness  was  not  aware 
that  a number  of  small  holdings  were  being  created, 
but  would  consider  it  so  much  to  the  good,  22895, 
22899a— The  ordinary  law  of  supply  and  demand 
applied  to  price  of  untenanted  land,  22917. 


POSITION 


'■  BOARD  AND  COMMISSION  PENDING  ! 


to  Tenants. 

Congested  Districts  Board  stood  somewhat  in  position 
of  ordinary  landlord  pending  time  of  sale  to  tenant ; 
that  was  the  virtue  of  it,  22907.— Board  and  Estates 
Commissioners  not  exactly  in  this  position,  because 
they  were  released  from  some  of  provisions  of  Act  of 
1881,  22908.— Some  of  old  power  of  landlords  had 
been  restored  to  Board,  so  that  it  might  deal  practi- 
caHy  with  properties,  22909.— It  was  in  the  position 
or  landlord  as  far  as  rate-fixing  went,  22910. — Not 
likely  that  many  tenants  by  going  into  court  and 
getting  rents  reduced  would  upset  calculations  of 
authority  which  had  purchased  land  ; hitherto  Board 
had  been  able  to  carry  tenantry  with  them,  22911. — 

, . within  witness’s  knowledge  that  there  was  more 
objection  to  Estates  Commissioners  becoming  land- 
lords for  a length  of  time  than  to  Congested  Districts 
Board ; Congested  Districts  Board  had  the  confidence 
of  the  People,  22914-5.— The  Rent-fixing  Department 

• ri° and  Commission  was  subordinate  to  the  iudi- 
mal  tribunal  which  was  independent  of  any  executive 
authority,  22916. 

Cost  of  Improvements. 

With  regard  to  improvements,  the  cost  was 
a separate  matter  ; where  the  purchaser’s  im- 
provement added  to  the  price  it  was  doubtful!  v 
contended  that  the  amount  could  be  advanced  back 
to  the  reserve  fund  of  the  Estates  Commissi  oners  and 
to  income  account  of  Board,  22805.— The  price  was 
charged  to  the  annuity,  and  was  to  be  recovered  from 
the  annuity  if  it  involved  no  loss,  22807-8.— The  whole 
or  part  of  the  cost  of  improvements  could  be  added 
t0  Pald.  by  purchasers  from  the  Board,  22811 

—Additional  price  in  respect. of  improvements  would 
be  refunded  to  income  account  of  Board ; sums  spent 
on  improvements  for  which  no  additional  price  was 
received  constituted  a loss  of  income  during  holding 
of  property,  22811. — Money  borrowed  for  improve^ 
ments  from  Board  of  Works  involved  loss  of  income 
and  loss  on  the  loan,  accounts  being  cleared  np  on  re- 
sale, 22811-4.  ‘ 


Single  Authority  Question — Possibilities  of 
Clashing  Between  Board  and  Commission. 

As  to  advisability  of  having  one  body  or  two 
alternatives  had  been  carefully  considered  before 
the  Act  was  brought  m,  and  it  was  felt  better 
2 k 
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to  leave  Board  to  operate  in  places  -where  it  was 
known,  and  to  face  danger  of  clashing ; both  bodies 
were  given  access  to  County  Guarantee  Fund,  but  the 
Estates  Commissioners  could  be  directed  not  to  buy 
untenanted  land  where  there  was  danger  of  clashing, 
22890,  22842-3. — Their  procedure  was  more  expeditious 
than  that  of  the  Board,  22841.— Object  of  putting 
them  under  control  of  Government  was  to  avoid 
dashing  and  that  the  operations  of  land  purchase 
might  be  directed  where  they  were  needed,  22844, 
22850,  22890,  22900. — Section  2 of  the  Act  contem- 
plated various  categories  of  persons  to  be  assisted,  but 
no  priority  was  given  to  anyone;  to  reserve  .grass 
lands  in  Connaught  for  Board,  and  to  exclude  opera- 
tions of  Estates  Commissioners  would  be  too  rigid  a 
rule,  22845. — The  Treasury  a id  Government  had  de- 
cided to  leave  Board  with  increased  facilities  to  deal 
with  congestion  in  scheduled  area,  and  to  give  Estates 
Commissioners  facilities  for  dealing  with  it  through- 
out Ireland,  not  operating  much  within  Board’s  area, 
22847-8. — This  view  would  be  in  harmony  with  provi- 
sions of  the  Act,  22849. — Ample  scope  for  energies  of 
Estates  Commissioners  in  dealing  with  congestion 
outside  scheduled  districts,  as  in  glens  of  Antrim, 
Clare,  and  Tyrone,  22851-3. — Witness  had  in  mind 
the  possibility  of  clashing  when  Act  of  1903  was 
passed ; possibility  of  handing  over  whole  of  Ireland 
to  Estates  Commissioners  had  been  considered,  22890. 
— It  was  found  that  both  bodies  could  .act  without 
•clashing.  22892. — The  Government  of  the  day  must 
see  that  they  did  not  clash,  22899,  22899a. — And  talc- 
ing away  purchase  powers  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  giving  them  to  new  Department  had  been 
■contemplated,  but  not  for  long,  22891. 


Witness  thought  operations  of  Board  should  be  con- 
tinued, 22837. — It  had  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to 
that  extent  there  was  reason  for  leaving  it,  22194. — In 
case  of  large  transactions,  witness  would  recommend 
House  of  Commons  to  continue  Board,  and  give  addi- 
tional income,  if  required,  22838. — Did  not  see  how 
necessary  addition  could  be  very  large,  22839. — The 
Board  had  been  pioneers,  and  provisions  in  Act  of 
1903  were  based  on  their  experience;  witness  would 
be  sorry  to  abolish  Board,  even  though  true  solution 
of  congestion  were  yet  to  be  found,  22853,  22880. — 
Board  was  unable  to  deal  with  land  already  acquired, 
their  margin  for  improvements  was  so  small ; whereas 
the  Estates  Commissioners’  loss  of  10  per  cent,  on 
dealing  with  estates  was  met  by  their  votes,  22861, 
22863.-  -If  Board  could  show  that  it  was  dealing  with 
large  areas  it  would  have  a good  case  to  present  to 
Parliament,  22854,  22866. — The  Treasury  said  the 
Board,  with  its  present  income,  must  only  buy 
£140,000  worth  of  property  in  each  year;  what  lay 
behind  this  view  was  that  a small  number  of  estates 
should  be  bought  in  each  year,  dealt  with,  and  re- 
sold ; this  was  absolutely  opposed  to  the  true  method, 
which  was  to  buy  a large  amount  of  land  and  devote 
a certain  number  of  years  to  putting  it  in  order, 
22854-5. — What  the  Board  had  to  do  was  to  say  that 
in  order  to  continue  their  work  they  required  another 
£10,000  or  £20,000  a year,  22862. — If  they  could  re- 
present their  loss  on  land  purchase  as  within  a cer- 
tain limit  they  would  have  a better  case,  22855-6. — 
If  a public  loss  were  to  be  made  it  might  as  well  be 
made  by  Board  as  by  Estates  Commissioners,  22864. 


Position  and  Objects  op  Board. 

Witness  was  not  aware  of  any  stipulation  p, 
give  more  than  £20,000  a year  to  Board  when 
its  agricultural  work  was  handed  over  to  new 
Department;  idea  was  to  concentrate  Board’s  work 
on  problem  of  congestion,  and  hand  over  other 
work  to  new  Department,  22883. — Memorandum  of 
3rd  October,  1903,  represented  a change  in  Board’s 
objects,  which  were  originally  to  improve  industrial 
condition  of  people,  not,  as  now,  to  buy  and  improve 
land,  but  from  the  start  they  had  to  consider  all  pos- 
sible methods  of  dealing  with  congestion,  rather  than 
to  prosecute  any  one  object,  22888. — Witness  depre- 
ciated waste,  but  thought  more  could  be  done  to  re- 
lieve congestion,  and  the  Board  was  the  best  au- 
thority to  carry  out  operations,  22817. — Its  estab- 
lished position  was  to  be  relied  on  more  than  com- 
pulsory legislation,  22913. — Witness  did  not  go  so 
far  as  to  say  no  fresh  legislation  was  needed  to  carry 
out  policy  of  Board;  they  ought  to  be  able  to  pay  for 
the  tenant-right  out  of  credit,  and  not  out  of  income, 
22912. — Act  of  1903  not  considered  final  on  questions 
of  finance,  22816. 

Improvement  or  Social  Lite  in  Congested  Districts 
the  First  Necessity — Board  the  Body  Best 
Fitted  to  Effect  this. 

It  was  of  little  use  to  do  anything  until  the  social 
life  in  congested  districts  was  improved,  22884. — Till 
then  instruction  in  technicalities  of  agriculture  would 
be  positively  dangerous  in  the  very  bad  part,  22885.— 
Board’s  view  had  come  to  be  that  more  good  could  be 
done  for  congested  districts  by  giving  them  secure 
agricultural  foundation  than  by  attempting  anything 
more  ambitious,  22888. — Special  relief  should  be  given 
in  worst  cases  of  congestion,  22817. — If  they  had  only 
touched  fringe  of  congestion  in  West,  it  was  because 
they  had  proceeded  with  many  estates  slowly  and  not 
with  a few  estates  rapidly;  system  should  be  largely 
carried,  out  by  the  people,  who  should  understand 
they  were  contributing  their  share,  22869.  — Purchase  of 
estates  had  been  more  rapid,  but  disposal  of  property 
to  tenants  had  not  gone  on  at  the  same  rate,  22870.— 
In  dealing  with  worst  cases  they  should  come  to  an 
agreement  with  Government  that  there  was  to  be  a 
limit  to  loss,  and  that  property  might  be  held  for  a 
longer  period  than  five  years,  22871. — Properties  could 
only  be  dealt  with  in  this  way,  and  witness  thought 
Board  was  better  able  than  any  other  Department  to 
inculcate  these  views  into  minds  of  people  who  showed 
unwillingness  to  continue  their  farms  without  reduc- 
tions, 22872. 

Time  Required. 

Real  relief  would  not  be  the  matter  of  a short 
time ; progress  would  be  very  slow  unless  great  efforts 
were  made,  22903-4. 

Subvention  in  Relief  of  Taxation. 

With  regard  to  subvention  in  relief  of  taxation, 
witness  thought  that  something  in  the  nature  of  re- 
commendations of  Railway  Commission  should  be 
given  effect  to,  which  would  assist  the  Western  dis- 
tricts, 22886. — Rates  in  several  unions  there  were 
very  high,  22887. — Inhabitants  of  scheduled  areas  were 
regarded  as  favoured  people,  22919. 

Definition  of  Congestion. 


Treasury  Representative  to  Attend  Board’s 
Meetings  Suggested. 

Witness  suggested  asking  Treasury  to  appoint  a re- 
presentative to  be  present  at  Board’s  meetings,  in  order 
to  assure  the  Treasury  that  Board  would  not  exceed 
prescribed  limit  of  loss,  etc.,  22856-60.— Loss  would 
very  likely  exceed  8 per  cent,  in  the  future,  22859.— 
'Treasury  representative  should  attend  as  temporary 
member  when  land  purchase  problems  and  congestion 
were  being  discussed,  22867.— Would  be  a good  infor- 
mal method  of  giving  Treasury  information,  to  which 
additional  grant  would  entitle  them,  22868.— Would 
an  in^rin2ernenfc  of  Board’s  independence, 
■22877.— Witness  was  following  precedent  set  when  Sir 
Robert  Holmes  was  given  access  to  all  parts  of  Irish 
•administration,  22878.— Better  to  risk  dependence 
■than  abolition,  22879. — Witness  did  not  see  why  Trea- 
sury official  should  have  more  power  if  introduced  as 
a member  of  the  Board  than  he  himself  had  as  Chief 
Secretary,  22906. 


Definition  of  scheduled  areas  was  accidental 
to  relative  prosperity  of  people  inside  and  outside 
them,  to  a certain  extent,  22920. — Wherever  a line 
was  drawn  there  was  something  just  outside  which 
might  be  included,  22921. 

Development  of  Industries. 

Development  of  industries  in  the  West  ought 
not  to  be  abandoned,  but  amelioration  of  con- 
dition of  agriculture  the  first  consideration  it 
was  to  be  hoped  Irish  holders  might  _ pursue 
those  in  Switzerland,  etc.,  'by  engaging  in 
winter  trades,  but  they  had  not  done  it  7eti 
22923. — Industries  referred  to  were  those  of  the  cottage 
type,  22924. — Witness  was  not  aware  of  any  delete- 
rious effect;  some  girls  might  overwork  themselves  in 
lace-making,  22928. — Did  not  share  opinion  that  lace- 
making, etc.,  unfitted  them  for  their  station  in  h“» 
22929. — Large  factories  could  not  be  started  success- 
fully under  present  economic  conditions,  22925. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[ 249  ] 


DIGEST  OE  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  VI. 


BRENNAN,  Me.  HENRY. 

Question  of  Extension  of  Definition  of 
Congestion. 

Cliffoney  North  and  Cliffoney  South  scheduled,  but 
not  Ross  Inver  East  and  Ross  Inver  West,  273734. 
Witness  would  like  all  Connaught  to  be  scheduled, 
Ross  Inver  East  and  Ross  Inver  West  were  as  poor 
as  any  scheduled  areas,  27377,  27528-30,  27535. — 
Board  did  not  schedule  district  if  valuation  per  'head 
exceeded  30s.,  27377,  27379-82 — Extent  of  mountain 
land  of  inferior  quality  raised  valuation  in  Ross 
■Inver  divisions,  27378. — Similarly  circumstanced  dis- 
tricts should  also  be  scheduled,  27531-2. — Electoral 
division  was  smallest  unit  that  should  be  scheduled, 
townland  was  too  small,  sometimes  it  had  only  six- 
teen inhabitants,  27533-5. — Board  should  take  condi- 
tion of  people  and  extent  of  holdings  into  considera- 
tion, 27536. — Preferable  to  ‘have  some  line  of 
demarcation,  27537. — Possible  to  make  one  satisfac- 
torily by  definition,  27538. 


Discretionary  Power  of  Scheduling  for  a Repre- 
sentative Authority. 

Witness  did  not  altogether  approve  of  Congested 
Districts  Board,  but  authority  dealing  with  question 
should  have  discretionary  power  of  scheduling  if  ir 
•were  a representative  authority,  27547-8. — There 
should  be  a representative  on  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  from  every  congested  county  in  Ireland, 
27550-2. 


Necessity  for  Drainage  of  Flooded  Area  in 
Cliffoney  North. 

Drainage  of  flooded  area  in  Clifioney  North,  in 
townland  of  Bundufi,  on  Ashley  estate  was  urgent, 
appeal  already  made  to  Board  by  the  people 
27382-4. — Seventeen  tenants  adjoining  whose  lands 
-were  flooded,  road  also  flooded  so  that  they  had  to 
trespass  on  fields  to  fetch  doctor,  or  priest,  etc.  ; drain 
through  landlord’s  property,  for  which  no  compensa- 
tion could  be  claimed,  would  relieve  flooding;  drain 
■could  be  run  into  Atlantic,  would  cost  little;  land- 
lord had  been  appealed  to  and  said  he  would  remedy 
it  but  had  done  nothing,  27384,  27386,  27406.— Area 
•scheduled  as  congested,  strong  appeals  had  been  made 
to  witness,  priest,  and  doctor,  27385,  27395,  27407.— 
Flood  came  from  mountain,  bog,  and  streams,  tide 
aid  not  affect  the  flooding,  but  stopped  the  outlet ; only 
relief  would  be  good  open  drain,  piped  and  closed 
after  a time;  would  benefit  tenants  and  land  for 
great  distance,  27386-7. — A lock  could  be  made  to 
keep  tide,  and  above  suggestion  could  also  be  carried 
out,  so  witness  was  informed  by  people,  he  had  not 
•spoken  to  county  surveyor,  27388-90,  27411. — People 
afraid  to  sue  landlord  for  drainage  as  their  rents  were 
in  arrears,  so  appealed  to  Board,  27390-1. — 140  acres 
half  covered'  by  water,  71  acres  suffered,  27392.— 
Eighteen  people  occupied  holdings  and  were  affected. 
27393-4. — Board  applied  to  two  or  three  vears  ago  on 
behalf  of  tenants,  reply  sent,  27397-9,  27413.— Nature 
of  answer  was  that  landlord  made  some  objection. 
27400-1,  27412. — He  might  have  wanted  swamp  for 
birds,  27402-2a. — Chief  tenant  had  been  asked  to  come 
before  Commission.,  27404-5.— Witness  had  net  ap- 
plied personally  to  Board.  27409.— He  drafted  a 
memorial  for  the  people  which  they  signed.  27415. — 
Nothing  more  had  been  done,  27414.— Mullaghmore 


Neglected  Condition  of  Mullaghmore  Harbour. — 

ALLEGED  EXPENDITURE  BY  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS 


Harbour'  in  Cliffoney  North,  requii 
wT  hi,nfLu0nto^  lt:  * was  the  PWWrty  of  the  lar 
lord,  length,  120  yards,  breadth.  700  vards;  vessi 
or  ion  V7B  would  not  £er  in-  27419-20.— Vessels  of  1 
-u  , ln  witb  coal  And  kelp.  27421.— 

was  silted  up  and  dry  at  neap  tides,  12  feet  deep 


BRENNAN,  Mr.  HENRY— continued, 
full  tide,  27422-4,  27449-50.— Deep  enough  when  first 
made,  27451. — Board,  in  Report  for  1903,  said  they 
spent  £348  on  it;  witness  lived  within  a mile  of  it 
and  had  never  seen  anyone  working  though  he  must 
have  had  they  been  there,  Lie  had  asked  inhabitants 
of  locality,  and  thev  had  seen  no  one,  27425-7,  27428, 
27434-7,  27441-3.— He  disputed  that  money  had  been 
spent,  27429-30.— About  three  years  ago  breakwater 
was  improved  by  cementing  and  concreting,  27431-2, 
27438-40,  27443.— That  was  not  expensive,  it  was 
40  or  50  yards  in  length,  and  the  work  was  done  at 
the  other  end  where  the  tide  washed  over  it,  27444-6. 
— It  might  have  cost  £348,  but  not  xo  witness’s  think- 
ing, 27447-8. — Board  did  not  consult  local  men  in 
carrying  out  work  in  a locality.  27427. — Witness  took 
deeper  interest  in  Board  in  earlier  days,  it  was  becom- 
ing a second  Commission  of  Estates  now,  27433. — 
Cleaning  of  harbours  should  be  done  locally,  no  local 
hold  of  Mullaghmore  harbour,  it  belonged  to  landlord, 
27453-4. — He  did  not  levy  dues,  27455.— Siigo  County 
Council  contributed  to  maintenance  of  piers  and  har- 
bours 6ince  Act  of  1898,  but  not  to  tne  harbour  in 
question,  27456-8. — Present  owner  never  dredged  har- 
bour, late  Lord  Palmerston  and  Lord  Mounttemple 
kept  it  in  order,  27459. — Mr.  Ashley  had  owned  the 
property  since  about  1877,  and  had  expended  nothing 
on  pier  either  before  or  after  Act  of  1881,  27460-3. 

Kelp  Industry  in  Mullaghmore. 

Kelp  industry  had  been  successful  and  remunerative, 
hundreds  of  families  used  to  gather  seaweed  and 
bum  kelp,  it  had  been  monopolised  by  one  buyer  and 
had  almost  died  out,  27464. — People  'had  no  encour- 
agement and  could  not  get  market  for  kelp,  £5  or 
£6  a ton  formerly  obtained,  now  £3  5s.  was  the 
highest  price  at  end  of  season,  50s.  and  30s. ; not 
worth  looking  for  at  that  price,  iodine,  etc.,  now 
got  better  and  cheaper  elsewhere  and  by  ocher  means 
than  kelp,  buyers  fell  off  because  it  did  not  pay  at  the 
price,  27465-6. — Remedy  suggested  was  for  Board  to 
give  grant  or  seek  to  establish  a markec  elsewhere,  or 
to  set  up  a kelp-making  factory  themselves,  27467. — 
If  present  buyers  refused  to  purchase,  substitutes  would 
come  from  Spain  or  Cuba,  27469. — Complaint  tihat 
kelp  from  Mullaghmore  and  Donegal  was  not  as  good 
as  formerly,  27471-3. — Board  could  guarantee  thi 
article  by  sending  inspector,  but  purchaser  would  still 
buy  through  his  own  man,  27474.: — In  either  case  he 
would  only  buy  in  expectation  of  profit,  27475. — Board 
might  cake  up  manufacture  of  iodine  themselves, 
27476-7. — Fall  in  price  of  kelp  was  general,  27482. — 
Good  'deal  of  Donegal  kelp  came  to  Mullaghmore 
Harbour,  27483. — Better  seaweed  at  Mullaghmore, 
kelp  fetched  higher  price  there  than  in  Donegal, 
27484-5,  27492. — -Price  £3  5s.  at  beginning  of  season, 
30s.  or  20s.  at  end;  people  were  disheartened  and  said 
it  would  not  pay  ac  less  than  £5  a ton,  27486-9. — In 
winter  people  had  nothing  else  to  do  so  made  kelp, 
27489. — Glasgow  firm  bought  the  kelp,  27490. — Makers 
ran  'it  into  a solid  to  sell,  27491. — May  weed  very  good, 
great  variety  at  Mullaghmore,  27493. 


Desire  of  Mullaghmore  Fishermen  for  a Curing 
House  foe  Fish. 

Curing  house  for  fish  where  they  could  be  opened 
and  salted  wanted  at  Mullaghmore;  fishermen  lost 
half  their  earnings  because  they  had  to  return  by 
2 o’clock  in  the  day  to  sell  fish  to  local  buyers;  if 
they  could  stay  till  4 or  5 o’clock  and  sell  them  or  get 
them  cured  they  would  make  more  money,  great  take 
was  from  2 to  5 o’clock,  27494-5,  27523.— Mackerel, 
haddock,  whiting,  and  general  fish  caught  in  the  day- 
time were  spoken  of,  27496.— Men  went  at  5 a.m.  for 
mackerel  and  fished  all  day,  27497-8.— There  were 
curing  houses  at  Dunmore,  27498.— Matter  had  not 
been  brought  before  Board  or  Fisher?  Branch  of  De- 
partment, 27499.— Want  felt  for  a long  time,  27500.— 
All  fish  sold  fresh,  buyers  came  from  Bundoran  and 
Sligo,  and  fish  were  sent  away  to  different  places, 
some  in  barrels,  27502-5.— Nothing  done  to  the  fish 
before  putting  them  into  barrels.  27506-9.— Witness 
lived  in  next  village  to  Mullaghmore  Harbour,  and 
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knew  its  ways  well,  27510. — Idea  was  for  Board  to 
establish  curing  house  and  send  man  to  teach  people 
to  cure  and  salt  fish,  27511-2. — People  not  capable  of 
curing  now,  and  had  no  place  to  store  fish,  27513. — • 
Bundoran  the  nearest  railway  station,  seven  mules 
away,  27514-5.— Kelp  vessel  the  only  coaster  that 
called,  or  a coal  vessel;  no  regular  trade,  formerly  a 
trade  with  Belfast,  that  failed,  27516. — Such  vessels 
could  be  used  when  there  was  a big  catch,  27517. — 
Cod  fish  meet  prevalent,  27518. — In  January  and 
February,  27519. — Board  had  never  had  curing  sta- 
tion on  coast,  27520. — Fish  carted  was  herring, 
mackerel,  cod,  or  ling,  27522. — Herring  and  some 
mackerel  were  night  fishing,  possibly  no  use  ;in  fisher- 
men staying  out  during  afternoon  for  them,  27525-7. 

EXPENDITURE  BY  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD  ON 

Piers,  Roads,  etc. — Complaint  that  Sligo  was 

NEGLECTED  AS  COMPARED  WITH  DONEGAL  AND  MAYO. 

Outlay  of  Congested  Districts  Board  for  years  1901- 
1903  in  Mayo,  £10,000,  in  Donegal,  £11,000,  under 
head  of  Peirs,  Roads,  and  Bridges,  in  Sligo 
only,  £640,  27553-9. — Parish  Committees  not  referred 
to,  27560,  27564. — Twenty-two  electoral  divisions 
scheduled  in  Sligo,  27561,  27570. — Small  amount 
spent  in  Sligo  accounted  for  by  neglect  of  Board  be- 
cause Sligo  had  no  representative  on  It,  27562. — It 
might  possibly  be  because  Sligo  was  not  so  backward 
as  other  counties,  but  relief  had  often  been  asked  for 
drainage  and  improvements  to  Raughly  Pier,  etc., 
some  electoral  divisions  very  poor  and  with  low  valua- 
tion, in  Cliffony  North  only  forty  or  fifty  families 
with  valuation  over  £4  out  of  400;  representatives  of 
districts  on  Board  necessary  if  congestion  were  to  be 
relieved,  27563. — Witness  a shopkeeper  and  therefore 
not  on  Parish  Committee,  27565. — Difficult  to  get  list 
of  all  the  applications  to  Board,  27566. — Usual 
answer  from  Board  “ No  money  for  any  such  pur- 

Eose,”  27567-9. — Witness  thought  some  money  should 
e spent  on  scheduled  districts  in  Sligo,  Board’s  money 
was  Church  suhplus  of  £45,000,  and  Sligo  should  have 
its  share,  27570. — Scheduled  divisions  did  not  get 
their  fair  portion,  27571. — Tenants  had  purchased 
seme  property  from  Sir  J.  Gcre-Booth,  and  there  was 
work  going  on  at  Raughley,  2573-4. 


BRENNAN,  Mr.  HENRY — continued. 
done  by  himself,  27601.— People  in  witness’s  locality 
good  enough  farmers  to  get  on  in  plains  of  Boyle 
27595-6,  27598.— They  could  all  use  the  spade,  27597— 
Witness  a business  man,  and  made  living  by  groceries, 
etc.,  27599. — Money  for  equipment  could  be  given  as 
loan  and  annuity  at  3£  per  cent,  interest,  27602-4, 
27620,  27625-7.— State  could  not  be  asked  to  equip  d 
farm  for  every  man  in  Ireland,  27605. — Witness  was 
talking  of  settlement  of  tenants’  sons,  not  of  migra- 
tion of  whole  families,  27606-11. — If  man  migrated, 
his  old  holding  should  be  amalgamated  with  the  nest, 
27612a. 

Question  oe  Compensation  for  Tenant-Right  of 

old  Holding  and  of  State  Loan  for  Equipment 

of  New  Holding. 

He  would  have  to  give  up  his  tenancy  in  order  to 
get  better  holding,  27613. — And  must  be  paid  compen- 
sation, for  tenant-right,  27614-6. — Amount  thus  ob- 
tained could  be  deducted  from  money  for  equipment  of 
new  farm,  27617-&,  27621. — If  he  had  money  he  would 
not  want  it  from  the  State,  those  who  got  money  in 
America  bought  land  if  they  could  get  it,  27618-9a— 
Those  remaining  at  home  had  no  money,  27619a.1— 
Migrant  probably  had  some  stock  on  old  holding,  that 
would  also  lessen  cost  of  equipment,  27622-4. — Money 
for  equipment  would  be  repaid  to  State,  27628-9. 

Enlargement  of  Holdings — Land  available  on 
Lissadell  Property. 

No  land  for  enlarging  holdings  on  Ashley  estate, 
untenanted  land  all  bog  and  marsh,  three  or  four 
thousand  acres  available  on  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth’s  pro- 
perty in  parish  of  Lissadell,  six  or  eight  miles  dis- 
tant, 27630,  27651. — Sir  Josslyn  had  sold  to  Estates 
Commission  and  got  twenty-four  and  twenty-six  years' 
purchase  for  tenanted  land,  27631-2. — Estates  Com- 
missioners should  net  confirm  sale  till  at  least  2,000 
or  3,000  acres  of  untenanted  land  at  Lissadell  were 
purchased  by  Board  for  migration  purposes,  27633. — 
Sale  carried  through  by  Estates  Commissioners, 
27634. — Tenants  consulted  as  to  price,  27635-6. 

Proposed  Restriction  on  area  of  Demesnes,  etc. 


Inishmurray  School — Exienditure  above  Require- 
ments. 

®?ar<*  £ad  built  a school  in  Inishmurray  in 
Clifioncy  South,  eight  or  ten  children  attended  now, 
school  cost  £618,  could  have  been  built  for  £200  ‘ or 
**““0  sufficiently  good  for  requirements,  27576, 
27580.— {Key.  Mr.  Kenny,  twelve  pupils  at  school, 
» people  clearing  out  of  Ireland, 

* r :T 4,138  had  been  exPended  on  the  landing-place 
at  Inashmurray  for  clearing  away  stones,  County 
27576  9 RaVS  subsidy;  £141  sPent  on  Ballyconnell  pier, 

Migration. 

Migration  a remedy  for  congestion,  27585,  27611— 
1 eople  m district  willing  to  migrate,  27586-7.— Forty 
or  hfty  people  would  go  ro  Meath  or  elsewhere  if 
shown  they  would  get  twenty,  or  even  ten  acres  of 
good  land,  at  reasonable  rent,  and  capital  at  reason- 
able interest  to  work  with;  better  to  buy  up  land  in 

^588d9ia^,612ghbOUlll00d  bef°re  g°ing  t0  3 distance> 

teJnants,  » neighbourhood  of  grass 
lands  at  Lissadell  should  have  claim  for  settlement 
I'AnrKiLr  _P652-— If  there  were  enough  land 

from  a distance  might  be  bought,  27653— 
fL^nantS  Pr’or  claini  at  Lissadell,  because 
27654 1 t27Wi^n<Tfgr-+ndfatllerS  were  evicted  in  1846, 
WjrB’f»66^rIf.lt  ™re  not  for  that,  wants  of 
heads  of  families  in  neighbourhood  should  be  first 
consulted,  after  that  wants  of  heads  of  families  at  a 
distance,  and  finally  the  sons  of  tenants,  27660-4. 

Cosr  of  Equipment  of  New  Holding 
step  for  £20,  b»iH  , fits™?1'  *“ 

Sv&Ep&iEstiS1  r/ 

office,  would  come  afterwards,  27594 ^Fenie. 


Legislation  should  be  pushed  forward  that  no  land- 
lord should  hold  more  than  600  acres  adjacent  to 
demesne,  and  should  cultivate  at  least  a twelfth  of 
the  demesne  and  crop  it,  27636-7. 

Australian  Land  Settlement. 

Squatters  of  Australia  began  with  640  acres,  then 
320,  and  came  down,  to  100’,  and  50 ; in  the  sixties 
Government  fenced  and  gave  a hut,  after  eight  years 
payment  at  2s.  6 d.  an  acre  the  land  was  theirs;  to 
stop  emigration  something  similar  must  be  done  in 
Ireland,  population  had  dwindled  from  eight  and  a 
half  millions  to  four  and  a half,  and  if  it  continued 
at  same  rate  only  twelve  people  would  be  left  in 
seventy  years,  27637. — Recent  legislation  in  Australia 
had  object  of  compulsorily  resuming  possession  of 
great  grass  areas  for  closer  settlement..  27640— Agri- 
cultural programme  of  United  Irish  League  founded 
on  Australian  legislation,  27641-2. 

Land  Purchase. — Defaulting  Annuitants  in  Kil- 
dare County  and  County  of  Longford,  Causes  of 
Failure  to  pay  Instalments. 

In  Kildare  and  Longford  the  County  Councils  would 
have  to  furnish  amount  of  instalments  that  those  who 
had  purchased  had  failed  to  pay,  County  Kildare  now 
threatened  by  notice  from  Local  Government  Board 
with  stoppage  of  £8,000  out  of  grant  in  relief  of  poor 
rate,  27642. — There  were  two  causes,  one  non-payment 
of  instalments,  the  other  downfall  of  Land  Stocks, 
Land  Stocks  had  fallen  15  per  cent.,  principal  tenants 
were  required  to  pay  notwithstanding  magnanimous 
Bill  of  1903,  27643— Twenty  processes  at  present,  it 
men  got  nothing  they  would  come  back  on  Counci . 
who  must  strike  a rate,  27644. — Hardship  that  ten- 
ants should  be  compelled  to  make  up  loss  on  flotatio 
of  stock  at  its  present  price,  27645. — Great  mistake  o 
the  Bill  was  that  the  poor  tenant  had  to  pay  for  i » 
27646. — Before  bargain  was  concluded  by  Board  o 
Estates  Commissioners,  County  Councils  should  mee 
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<mee  or  twice  and  understand  price  of  an  estate,  be- 
cause they  were  the  ultimate  security,  27647-8. — Not 
many  sales  in  -County  Sligo  since  Act  of  1803,  27649. 

Lissadell  and  Hazlewood  the  only  ones  witness 

knew  of,  27650. 


HARTE,  Me.  BERNARD. 

Condition  of  Lissadell  Electoeal  Divisions — 

Fisheby  Development  hindeebd  by  back  of  Ap- 

LIANCBS  AND  LaNDING-I’LACES — TURBAEY  DIFFI- 
CULTIES, ETC. 

Witness  lived  a£  Grange,  27666. — Lissadell  North 
and  West  were  congested  and  scheduled,  Lissadell  East 
was  not  scheduled,  all  three  were  in  Sligo  Union, 
27668-72. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  never  ex- 
pended money  on  piers  or  roads  or  assistance  with 
boats  and  nets  in  any  of  these  divisions  ; fishing  prin- 
cipal industry,  could  not  be  successfully  developed  for 
lack  of  landing  slips  and  appliances  ; slips  at  Milk 
Harbour  and  Streeda  suggested  ; in  Lissadell  North 
several  roads  required  repair,  Board’s  engineers  visited 
them  and  reported  on  bad  condition,  nothing  further 
done ; tenants  all  on  small  holdings,  formerly  existed 
by  kelp  industry,  its  price  now  did  not  repay  ex- 
penses, as  it  had  to  be  carted  fourteen  miles  to  Mul- 
laghmore ; no  bogs  in  these  divisions,  tenants  went 
tc-n  to  twelve  miles  for  turf,  small  bog  on  Captain 
Jones’s  estate,  no  tenant  allowed  to  cut  turf  there 
who  had  been  twice  served  notice  for  fair  rent,  al- 
though they  had  usual  existing  right  of  cutting  turf 
for  years ; Parish  Committees  did  much  goed  with 
their  grant  of  £150  yearly,  enabled  poor  to  make 
houses  habitable,  and  grant  should  be  increased, 
27672. 

Agbicultueal  Bank. 

Two  years  ago  small  Committee  started  a bank  to  help 
people  purchase  cattle,  27672,  27693. — Bank  financed 
by  £100  from  Congested  Districts  Board  and  money 
borrowed  from  Sligo  banks  on  security  of  Committee  ; 
advances  made  at  same  rate  cf  interest  plus  clerical 
expenses,  27672-5. — Bank  still  in  existence,  27673. — 
Security  assigned  to  the  Sligo  banks  extended  to 
£1,000,  27676-7. — Sligo  banks  would  not  advance  to 
individuals,  27678.— 300  shareholders  in  bank,  27679. 
— Working  Committee  appointed  by  shareholders  who 
pledged  their  security,  27680,  27686. — Advances  were 
made  up  to  the  full  extent  of  the  £1,000  credit,  276S1. 
—Increased  credit  never  desired,  if  money  could  be 
borrowed  at  cheaper  rate  from  Board  it  could  be  lent 
cheaper,  3 or  3£  per  cent,  charged  by  Board  on  the 
£100,  6 percent,  charged  by  Sligo  banks,  27682. — The  6 
per  cent,  varied  with  the  bank  interest,  27683-4. — Bank 
charged  6 or  6g  per  cent.,  27685. — No  bad  debts  made 
yet,  27687. — 7 or  8 per  cent,  charged  on  small  accounts 
of  £5  or  £10,  27688-9. — It  used  not  to  be  so  high, 
27690. — Insufficient  stock  for  land  when  bank  started, 
it  was  hoped  that  operations  in  that  line  would  be 
finished  in  time,  27694-5. — Supervision  of  loans  to  see 
that  money  was  used  for  right  purpose,  27697-8.— No 
bulls  bought,  only  cattle  and  pigs,  27700. — Limit  an 
industrial  one,  27701. — Assistance  might  be  given  to 
buy  horse,  but  horned  cattle  were  more  wanted  in  the 
neighbour-hood,  27702-3,  27711. — Fair  amount,  of  till- 
ing among  small  farmers,  mostly  spade  work.  27704-5. 
—Holdings  and  fields  too  small  to  plough,  27706-9. — 
Draining  and  sub-soiling  done  in  winter,  27710. — 
Bank  limited  to  loan  of  £10  for  stock  by  legal  rules, 
27712-3. — Nothing  to  prevent  bank  extending  the  field 
of  its  operations  if  it  could  afford  to  pledge  credit, 
27714. — Commercial  fruit-growing  would  not  be  suc- 
cessful, many  small  farmers  had  an  apple  tree  or  two, 
27715-7. 


Complaints  in  connection  with  Building  of  Land- 
ing-Place AT  KNOCKLANE  BY  CONGESTED  DlSTEICTS 
Boaed. 

Lissadell  West  still  more  congested  than  Lissadell 
North,  fishing  principal  means  of  subsistence,  2769.1, 
27717. — Want  of  harbours  ; Board  was  building  land- 
ing-slip off  Knocklane  assisted  by  grant  from  Sligo 
County  Council  of  £100.  27717,  27719,  27731.— Witness 
.and. Mr.  M'Huglr,  M.P.,  heard. complaint. that  people 


HARTE,  Mb.  BERNARD. — continued. 
were  not  given  employment,  and  visited  place  ; fisher- 
men all  said  pier  would  be  useless  in  stormy  weather, 
owing  to  spot  it  was  built  in,  27717,  27733,  27768, 
27771-2. — Board’s  engineer  choose  site,  not  where 
tenants  wanted  it,  27718,  27733. — 'County  Sur- 

veyor was  not  consulted  and  no  local  men  were 
present  when  site  w-as  selected,  nor  were  they  ap- 
prised of  work  being  put  in  hand ; witness  walked 
over  to  it  two  or  three  months  ago  and  made  en- 
quiries, it  was  then  too  late  to  object,  as  it  was  half 
built,  27720-9,  27769. — No  dissatisfaction  expressed 
when  it  was  begun,  27770. — Pier  cost  £500,  27730.— 
It  was  arranged  between  Board  and  County  Council, 
27732.— Resolution  sent  from  County  Council  that 
fishermen  needed  pier,  Board  said  they  would  erect  it 
and  give  £400  if  Council  gave  £100,  27733,  27736. — 
County  would  maintain  pier  when  finished,  27734-5. — 
County  had  a surveyor,  he  was  not  notified  when 
Board’s  engineer  came  down  and  no  plans  were  sub- 
mitted, so  nothing  was  known  of  what  was  being  done, 
27737-46. — County  named  the  place  Knocklane,  but  not 
the  exact  spot,  pier  would  have  been  more  useful  fifty 
yards  further  in  sheltered  spot,  27747. — County  Coun- 
cil left  matter  in  Board's  bands  but  would  gladly  have 
sent  representative  to  accompany  engineer  to  inspect 
site,  27749. — Views  of  local  'body,  especially  views,  of 
fishermen,  should  be  ascertained  before  making  marine 
works,  27750-1,  27755. — Mr.  Green  had  been  over  coast, 
fishermen  were  there  when  site  was  selected  and 
objected  to  it,  27752-3. — When  a public  body  like 
Board  had  inspected  site  and  heard  views  of  the 
people,  their  own  engineer  would  naturally  select 
exact  site,  but  he  should  meet  the  people  half-way, 
27756. — Impossible  to  find  out  county  surveyor’s 
opinion  as  he  had  retired,  27757.— Fisherman  a better 
authority  on  piers  than  county  surveyor,  he  would 
look  at  it  from  fisherman’s  point  of  view  ; engineer 
had  to  carry  it  out,  27758-61. — Knocklane  Pier  would 
not  have  been  as  expensive  in  more  suitable  place, 
thirty  or  forty  yards  along  the  coast  made  a great 
difference,  the  fishermen  could  then  land  in  stormy 
weather;  engineer  should  be  guided  by. his  judgment, 
but  unfortunately  in  this  case  it  was  against  the  -views 
of  the  fishermen,  27766. — As  much  employment  could 
not  be  given  by  the  work  as  was  expected,  it  was  not 
stone  but  concrete  work,  and  had  to  be  allowed  to  set 
for  a certain  time  before  going  on,  27767-8. — People 
used  to  bring  in  their  boats  at  about  the  place  where 
the  present  pier  was  erected,  it  was  a sheltered  place, 
with  big  overhanging  cliff,  big  stones  had  to  be  cleared 
away ; pier  not  exactly  at  same  spot,  27773-5.— Wit- 
ness had  seen  pier,  27776. — In  present  place  it  was 
long  enough  .to  bs  of  use,  27777. — Same  length  ample 
for  other  place,  27778. — Not  much  difference  in  depth 
of  water  in  the  two  places,  27781. — Both  dry  at  low 
water,  27782. — Knocklane  seven  miles  from  Grange, 
27783. 

Application  to  Congested  Disteicts  Boaed  foe 

Cueing  Station  at  Raughly — Defective  Landing 

Accommodation. 

Poor  accommodation  in  way  oi  boats  and  nets  ; ap- 
plications had  been  made  to  Board  for  curing  station 
at  Rauglily,  27785-6. — Mullaglimore  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  north-west,  27786. — Pier  at  Raughly,  27718, 
27748,  27786. — Useless  pier,  not  long  enough,  filled  up 
by  sand  yearly  and  cleaned  at  expense  of  County 
Council,  built  by  Grand  Jury ; Raughly  people 
hampered  by  want  of  market  for  fish,  men  could  not 
go  out  in  stormy  weather  as  there  was  no  landing 
stage,  27786. 

Condition  of  Roads. 

Roads  in  Lissadell  West  more  neglected  than  any- 
where, 27786. — A pity  Board  only  gave  grants  for  new 
roads,  one  should  be  given  for  repairing  road  at 
Cloonagh,  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth  had  offered  grant  of  £30: 
road  passed  through  most  congested  districts  in  . Ire- 
land, 27787,  27800. — The  neglected  roads  were  made  in 
1847  to  give  employment  to  people,  and  were  never 
taken  over  by  county  or  kept  up,  27788-92  , 27795. — 
People  paid  rates,  27793. — County  Council  had  too 
many  roads  in  district  and  did  no  repairs  to  roads 
mentioned,  27794. — They  simply  took  up  roads  handed 
over  by  Grand  Jury,  these  had  not  been  handed  over. 
27795.— People  threw  odd  heaps  of  stones...  dowp 
occasionally,  these  \ve£e  .only  repairs  since  F aipine, 
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27796-27800. — Point  should  be  stretched  in  their 
favour,  they  •were  works  of  public  utility,  county  did 
not  like  too  much  taxation,  27797-9. — Road  to  pier  a 
county  road,  27800. — Board  were  making  a road  to 
Knocklane  Pier,  through  the  Gethins  Estate,  27801-2. 

Condition  of  Lissadell  West— Congested  Districts 

Board  hat>  only  just  begun  operations  on  Estate 

PURCHASED. 

Holdings  in  Lissadell  West  very  uneconomic,  people 
very  poor,  enlargement  of  holdings  and  construction 
of  roads  would  improve  their  condition,  27807. — If 
tenants  migrated  their  holdings  could  be  used  to 
enlarge  others,  27808. — No  accommodation  works  on 
estate,  not  long  since  it  was  vested,  27809-10. — Great 
dissatisfaction  caused  by  delay  in  vesting,  27811-2. — 
Land  and  grazing  farm,  Board  striping  what  was 
habitable,  27813. — Soil  sandy,  27814. — Half  could  be 
broken  up  for  tillage,  27815. — No  indications  of  new 
holdings  as  yet,  27817. — This  was  witness’s  only  ex- 
perience of  Board’s  working,  27822. 

Allocation  . of  Congested  Districts  Board  Funds. 

Sligo  should  get  its  fair  share  of  Board’s  money, 
27818-9. — Board’s  funds  should  be  allotted  to  counties 
in  certain  proportions,  reserving  a considerable 
amount  for  very  congested  areas,  27820. — Witness  had 
no  experience  of  working  of  Estates  Commissioners, 
sale  of  Gore-Booth  property  was  not  yet  sanctioned, 
27823. 

Sligo  was  not  represented  on  Board,  which  was  the 
reason  why  Sligo  was  neglected ; representations  for 
appointment  of  Dr.  Clancy  frequently  made ; no 
vacancy  for  him,  27807. — Plenty  of  grazing  land  avail- 
able on  Gore-Booth  property,  27802-4,  27807. — All 
Connaught  should  be  scheduled  so  as  to  be  able  to 
migrate  people  from  different  districts,  27807. 


KELLY,  Rev.  MICHAEL. 

Migration. 

Much  congestion  in  Grange,  valuation  low,  only 
5a.  in  some  places,  people  must  be  migrated  and  their 
holdings  divided  amongst  remaining  ones,  20  fanners 
in  locality  had  agreed  to  give  up  holdings  and  go  else- 
where, 27830-2. — Witness  had  asked  heads  of  families, 
the  young  men  agreed,  too,  27833-5. — Sixty  families 
in  Mullaghmore,  something  must  be  done  for  them, 
fishing  might  be  improved,  40  families  in  Magherow 
lived  by  fishing  alone,  average  valuation  of  district, 
including  grass  lands,  5s.,  27835-6. — Gethin  Estate 
in  Lissadell  West  had  been  bought,  that  was  a large 
farm,  including  its  valuation  only  5s.,  some  tenants 
must  be  transferred  to  give  economic  holdings,  27837. 

Poverty  of  District. — Hokse3  and  Cattle  Bought 
on  .Six  Months’  Credit. 

Extreme  poverty  in  district,  twelve  years’  arrears 
of  rent  on  Colville- Jones  estate,  fifteen  ’n  Inish- 
murray  Island,  credit  system  so  largely  in  vogue  a 
proof  of  poverty,  common  for  farmers  to  go  to  auc- 
tions to  buy  cattle  or  horse,  auctioneer  paid  farmer 
who  sold,  purchaser  paid  auctioneer’s  fees  and  inte- 
rest on  money,  and  got  cow  on  credit  for  six  months, 
27837-45. — Purchaser  thought  it  better  to  do  that 
than  to  have  no  beast  on  farm,  27846. — If  a person 
bought  cow  at  £10  he  paid  auctioneer’s  fees  of  5 per 
cent.,  7 or  8 per  cent,  interest  on  money,  ,and  was  lent 
beast  for  six  months,  27847. — Payment  nsually  made 
at  end  of  six  months,  seizures  rare,  27848.— Such  a 
gamble  kept  people  in  perpetual  poverty,  27849.— 
Money  came  from  friends  in  America,  Scotland,  and 
England,  and  from  proceeds  of  stock  sold  at  fairs, 
27850-1. — The  system  w.as  common  in  Collooney  and 
Cliffoney,  27852. 


Land  Available  for  Migration  and  for  Relief  of 
Congestion  in  the  District. 

Three  farms  of  Mr.  Ashley’s  at  Cliffoney  available 
for  migration,  also  Mr.  Jones’s  estate,  he  had  twenty- 
one  tenants,  and  offered  to  sell  to  Board  some  time 
ago,  his  valuation  of  the  farm  was  £1,753,  and  of 
house  and  demesne  £175,  27852.— Large  portions  of 
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estate  kept  for  meadow  land,  meadow  sold  and  cattle- 
placed  on  the  rest,  27853.— Small  holders  who 
now  used  that  grazing  could  increase  their  farms  by 
getting  portion  of  it,  27854. — Large  strand  in  dis- 
trict flooded,  could  be  reclaimed  if  river  bed.  were 
sunk,  27854,  27860. — No  fishing  rights  in  district 
27856. — 100  acres  was  submerged  frequently  on  Ml 
Jones’s  estate,  27857-9. — And  could  be  reclaimed  from 
sea,  27861. 


Direct  .Sale  of  Barry  Estate  Without  Imfrove- 

ments.— Need  for  Re-arrangement  of  Holdings. 

Board  could  improve  tenants’  holdings  on  Mr. 
Barry’s  estate,  it  was  sold  sometime  ago,  sale  sanc- 
tioned by  Estates  Commissioners,  price  23£  years  on 
second  term  rents,  half  of  the  tenants  were  residen- 
tial, holdings  were  in  rundale,  houses  in  a cluster, 
estate  should  he  improved,  27861. — Witness  supposed 
it  could  not  he  done  now,  27862. — -Bargain  made  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenants,  27863-4. — Tenants  had 
much  trouble  with  the  strips  of  land,  they  were  in. 
the  courts  very  often,  27865. — It  would  he  possible- 
to  re-arrange  holdings,  27867. — Estate  sold  two  years, 
ago,  27867. — Solicitor  in  Ballyshannon  negotiated 
sale,  witness  not  consulted,  27868-9. — -Estates  Com- 
missioners’ aid  had  not  been  recently  invoked,  27870. 

No  negotiations  between  Commissioners  and  those  ad- 
vising tenants,  27872. — -Holdings  should  he  striped 
and  houses  removed,  insanitary  to  have  them  in  clus- 
ter, 27873-4. — Vesting  orders  had  been  completed, 
27877. — If  holdings  were  re-adjusted  some  tenants 
would  be  satisfied,  and  some  would  not,  27878. 


Kelp  Industry. 

400  or  500  tons  of  kelp  shipped  yearly  from  Mul- 
laghmore, made  from  drift  weed  and  cut  weed,  cut 
weed  used  for  making  carbonate  of  soda,  drift  weed 
for  iodine,  agent  of  company  who  bought  kelp  told 
witness  price  could  be  increased  25  per  cent,  -by  using 
proper  weed  and  keeping  it  free  of  sand  and  stones, 
people  burned  kelp  too  quickly,  Board  should  teach 
them  to  bum  it  properly  by  appointing  an  inspector, 
27879-84,  27887-93. — Inspector  would  have  authority 
by  law,  27885-6. — Printed  instructions  would  not  be 
of  much  use,  27888. — -Higher  price  in  Sligo  than  in 
Donegal,  did  not  show  it  was  made  in  best  way, 
27889-90. — Manufacture  of  kelp  could  be  increased, 
supply  sent  to  Scotland  going  down,  27891. — Iodine 
was  the  principal  product,  hut  there  was  a new 
method  of  making  iodine  now,  27892. — cut  weed 
should  not  be  used  for  iodine,  27893-5. 


Lace-Making — Appeal  for  Re-establishment  or 
Lace  School  at  Grange. 

Lace-making  started  in  district  in  1896  on  small 
scale,  it  flourished  greatly,  and  in  1902  Board  had 
great  school,  and  sent  supplies  to  Irish  Lace  Depot, 
Grafton  street ; Hibernian  Lace  Company  in  O’Con- 
nell street  bought  £300  or  £400  worth  from  school, 
teachers  got  orders  from  Congested  Districts  Board 
not  to  supply  company,  lady  in  charge  of  school 
transferred  her  services  to  the  Hibernian  Lace  Com- 
pany, Board  sent  no  agent,  and  this  girl  -attracted! 
the  pupils  away  ; Board  stopped  school,  27896,  27928- 
— Board  should  re-establish  it,  Grange  people  took 
great  interest  in  lace  industry,  £3,261  paid  for  lace 
in  1906,  27896. — £2,000  of  that  in  village  of  Grange, 
girls  of  district  industrious,  large  numbers  engaged 
in  Dublin  and  elsewhere,  at  present  they  could  not 
qualify  as  teachers,  vacancy  for  teachers  at  Rosse  s 
Point,  8 or  9 -girls  in  locality  wanted  appointment, 
but  were  not  qualified,  drawing  and  designing  should 
be  taught  as  well  as  lace-making  to  enable  them  to 
qualify  as  teachers,  27897-8,  27911-2,  27929-31.— 

Girls  would  attend  if  they  had  that  prospect,  27932. 
27935.  -nSchool  deserted  because  those  subjects  were 
not  taught,  27933.— Lace-making  prospering  J» 
people’s  homes,  27898,  27918. — £2,000  a year  added 
to  their  earnings,  27919-20. — 'Withdrawal  of  school 
had  been  arranged  by  Mr.  Walker  .and  parish  priest, 
27899. — Parish  priest  had  since  died,"'  27900. — School 
had  been  the  finest  of  all  the  schools,  27901.— 2t> 
teachers  employed  in  Ireland  from  this*  district. 
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27902. — A splendid  opening  for  girls,  they  got  £1  a 
•week,  27903. — Housework  done  by  mother  and  other 
sisters,  girls  making  lace  were  capable  of  all  the 
housework  they  had  to  do,  27904-5. — Best  lace-maker 
emigrated  .at  the  time  of  the  crisis  in  1903,  but  on 
thewholethey  remained  at  home,  27906-7. — Witness 
thought  Mr.  Walker  would  send  back  teachers  if 
asked,  27910. — The  girl  who  was  such  a good  lace 
maker  was  in  America  doing  other  work,  she  would 
have  been  a competent  teacher  if  she  had  had  a certi- 
ficate, 27914-7. — Return  of  sales  to  Hibernian  Lace 
Company  was — £535  15s.  in  1900,  £1,102  in  1901, 
£2,801  19s.  3fZ.  in  1902,  £2,994  17s,  lid.  in  1903, 
£1,691  16s.  lOd.  in  1904,  £3,460  16s.  2d.  in  1905, 
£3,261  3s.  4d.  in  1906 ; in  area  from  Grange  to 
Ballyshannon,  two-thirds  in  Grange,  27921-2. — 'Re- 
turn of  sales  to  Irish  Lace  Depot  in  April,  1906, 
£104 ; May,  £109  ; June,  £161 ; September,  £113  ; 
October,  £91 ; November,  £117 ; December,  £94 ; 
January,  1907,  £126 ; February,  £155  ; March,  £170, 
27923.— 500  families  working,  two  girls  on  an  average 
to  a house,  that  is  1,000  .girls  in  Grange  district, 
27924-7. — Board’s  grant  to  lace  school  was  about 
£1,000,  27934. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Board  had  done  little  for  fisheries  on  coast  from 
Ballyshannon  to  .Sligo,  Magherow  and  Mullaghmore 
important  fishing  stations,  60  herring  boats  near 
Grange  10  years  ago,  none  now,  there  used  to  be  a 
landing  place  at  Luehan,  27936-9. — In  Lissadell  West 
30  fishing  boats,  13  trawlers,  boats  made  £70  or  £80  -a, 
year,  trawlers  £2  a day,  Board  should  supply  large 
boats  and  an  instructor  for  deep-sea  fishing,  27940-5. 
— Witness  meant  deck  boats  of  50  or  60  feet  keel, 
27943-4. — Fishermen  did  not  know  where  to  go  them- 
selves, 27946-7. — Coast  shallow,  27948,  27954. — Har- 
bour at  Mullaghmore  wanted  sinking  to  admit  larger 
boats.  27949-51. — It  was  dry  at  low  tide  and  silted 
up,  27952-3. 


Island  of  Inishmurkay — Decline  in  Population — 
Larger  Boats  and  Extension  of  Landing  Place 
Needed. 


Population  declining  on  island  of  Inishmurray, 
only  13  families  where  there  were  16  a few  years  ago, 
35  children  used  to  attend  school,  now  12  ; men  emi- 
grated, little  fishing  done  now,  three  skilled  crews 
five  years  .ago,  hardly  one  now,  they  had  not  big 
enough  boats  and  no  landing  place.  Board  built  land- 
ing place  at  a cost  of  £146,  useless  when  wind  blew 
from  east,  but  could  be  extended  and  an  “L”  turned 
on  it,  slip  should  also  be  built,  men  now  Tesorted  to 
manufacture  of  spirits,  27954-9.— -Much  land  on  is- 
land rocky  .and  useless,  people  who  left  sold  their  land 
to  friends,  27960-1. — Only  two  people  on  island  made 
decent  livelihood,  rest  extremely  poor,  addition  of 
land  would  not  help  them,  27962. — North  and  west 
of  island  stormswept,  landing  was  safe  only  on 
southern  side,  27963. 


School  Built  by  Congested  Districts  Board. 

ISchool  was  built  by  Board,  and  cost  a good  deal, 
because  it  was  expensive  to  bring  material  from 
mainland,  cargo  of  cement  cost  £1,  27964-5. — No 
teacher’s  residence  or  second  room,  27966-7. — No 
priest  there,  it  was  in  the  parish  of  Ahamlish,  difficult 
for  priest  or  teacher  to  get  across,  27968-72.— People 
sold  dried  fish  in  Grange,  27973-5. 


Means  of  Communication. 

Crossing  took  an  hour  on  an  ordinary  day,  pulling 
all  the  time,  27976. — One  badly-kept  road  on  island, 
houses  all  the  other  side,  27977.— “ Our  Franciscan 
Sisters  of  Loughglynn  " had  offered  to  promote  indus- 
tries in  Grange  if  encouraged,  27978.— Offer  made  to 
Dr.  Clancy,  27979.  ( Most  Bev.  Dr.  O’Donnell— 
Dr.  Clancy  had  made  an  arrangement  with  Depart- 
ment, 27981.) 


L’ESTRANGE,  Mr.  HENRY. 

Classification  of  Land  in  County  Sligo  according 
to  its  Nature  and  Working. 

On  land  managed  by  witness  there  was  a good 
deal  unsuitable  for  tillage,  of  rocky  nature  and  too 
low-lying  for  drainage,  27991-2. — It  was  solid  rock, 
limestone  coming  shallow  to  surface,  27993-4. — Re- 
markable tillage  efforts  made  among  rocks,  but  it 
was  all  spade  labour  and  unprofitable,  27996. — Wit- 
ness was  speaking  of  both  tenanted  and.  untenanted 
land,  27998. — Two  kinds,  one  so  rocky  it  could  not 
profitably  be  tilled ; the  other  possible  to  till,  hut 
requiring  so  much  labour  as  to  render  it  also  un- 
profitable, 27999. — There  were  a few  places  where 
tillage  would  be  better  than  present  system  of  graz- 
ing ; parts  of  these  in  healthy  condition  now  ; would 
revert  to  original  condition  if  not  cared  for,  28000-1, 
28056-60. — Parts  had  been  formerly  tilled,  28001, 
28014. — This  applied  to  all  sorts  of  boggy  land, 
28002-3. — Boggy  soil  often  yielded  rich  crops  if  well 
looked  after,  28004. — No  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  profitably  tilled,  28005. — Required  more  attention 
than  other  tillage  land ; a good  deal  of  it  all  over 
West  of  Ireland  was  only  kept  from  reverting  to 
original  state  by  industry  of  people ; a good  deal  was 
used  for  rough  grazing  because  labour  for 
tilling  was  not  forthcoming,  28006-7. — A.  B.  and  C. 
mentioned  by  witness  included  as  much  tenanted  as 
untenanted  land ; it  was  grazed  as  being  better 
than  tilling,  28008-13,  28015. — Necessity  had  caused 
the  change  in  this  class  of  land  from  tillage  to 
grazing,  28016. — Men  did  not  like  hard  work  on 
mountains,  and  they  had  generally  enough  of  a 
different  class  of  land,  and  had  allowed  the  land 
mentioned  to  revert,  because  they  thought  it  un- 
profitable to  till,  28017-8. — The  men  were  not  Lazy  , but 
where  they  had  comparatively  easily-worked,  land  they 
used  the  suitable  land  in  preference  to  the  other, 
28038-55,  28067,  28074.— Nothing  in  the  land  itself 
to  make  it  unprofitable,  28019,  28037. — Land  de- 
scribed as  “ hungry”  land  would  need  a great  deal 
put  into  it  to  keep  it  up ; it  would  not  pay  to  do  it, 
28020-1. — Looking  well  after  land  meant  putting  in 
capital  as  well  as  energy  of  an  active  man,  28022. — 
Manures  needed,  &c.,  28023-4. — Proper  system  of 
manure  more  likely  to  yield  good  crop,  28026. — Put- 
ting beasts  in  houses  and  using  manure  a better 
method  than  the  system  of  grazing,  28027. — Would 
require  enormous  capital  to  get  sufficient  .stock, 
28028-30. — Stall-feeding  of  animals  kept  at  present- 
would  effect  a small  improvement,  28031. — Capital 
only  wanted  for  improvement  on  large  scale,  28032. — 
Supposing  there  were  thirty  acres  of  such  land  it 
must  be  manured  to  make  it  fit  to  carry  stock,  and 
would  take  years  of  gradual  progress  before  it  became- 
a fairly  mixed  farm,  28033-6. — Large  extent  of  grass 
land  not  capable  of  tillage,  28061,  28073. — That 
should  be  available  for  giving  profit  rent  to  owners 
of  estates,  28062. — Tillage  bad  advantage  over  graz- 
ing in  that  it  employed  the  whole  family  of  small 
occupiers  and  also  artisans  in  district,  whereas  graz- 
ing gave  little  employment,  28063-6. — Sixteen  or 
twenty  acres  fairly  good  land  enough  for  small  oc- 
cupier to  live  on,  28075,  28086. — Rent  would  be  15s, . 
or  14s.  per  acre,  28088. 


Want  of  Agricultural  Instruction  in  the: 
District. 

Want  of  practical  instruction  in  locality,  28068. — 
Might  explain  tendency  to  allow  land  to  revert, 
28072.— Should  be  an  advantage  if  practical  agricul- 
turists were  put  in  district  by  such  a body  as  the 
Board  to  show  methods  of  tillage,  improving  stock 
&c.,  28069-70.— People  willing  to  take  up  suggested 
improvements,  28071. 

Migration. 

Migration  must  play  very  large  part  in  solution 
of  congestion  problem,  28082-3.— Possibility  of  obtain- 
ing grass  lands  first  condition  of  any  migration 
scheme,  28084.— Difficult  to  get  land  unless  it  were 
surrounded  by  farms  of  at  least  thirty  acres  or 
immediately  outside  demesne  land;  smallish  men 
would  consider  only  fifteen  or  twenty  ac-es  economic 
and  would  expect  increase  if  untenanted  land  were 
near  them,  28085. — Fairly  large  occupiers  might 
claim  some  of  the  land  to  be  striped  for  their  sonv 
and  might  consider  that  they  should  be  p eferred  to 
strangers,  28089-92. 
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Attitude  of  Residents  towards  Steangers — 
Phibbs  Property. 

People  resented  introduction  of  strangers  into 
locality ; even  if  their  own  holdings  were 
economic,  they  thought  available  land  should  be 
used  to  enlarge  them ; a really  large  farmer  might 
not,  but  ordinary  small  holders  would,  and  would 
probably  make  it  very  hot  for  the  stranger ; the 
feeling  varied  in  different  parts,  28075-9. — Difficult 
to  say  whether  with  education  opinion  would  change, 
28080-1.  People  on  Major  Phibbs’  properly  gave  wit- 
ness to  understand  they  would  object  to  migration  of 
strangers,  because  there  were  lands  there  that  were 
in  hands ; no  case  of  actual  resentment  against 
strangers,  28093-7,  -28101. — Phibbs  property  not  in 
scheduled  area,  28098-9. — Tenants  had  bought  it ; 
lands  in  hand  sold  to  Estates  Commissioners,  28100. 
—Would  be  wrong  to  bring  them  if  tenants  were 
in  need,  but  they  were  not,  28103. — If  tenants  were 
as  poor  a3  those  in  scheduled  areas  they  should 
have  preference  over  anyone  from  those  areas, 
28104-5. — Migrants  from  a distance  should  have  prior 
. claim  over  sons  of  tenants  on  economic  holdings  in 
.{neighbourhood,  28106-7. — Not  much  justification  for 
..resentment  against  strangers,  as  tenants  were  cn 
. economic  holdings,  28109-10. — £8  or  £9  approxi- 
mate average  rent  on  Phibbs’  property,  28112. — Un- 
economic holding  was  one  a person  could  not  live 
fairly  comfortably  on,  and  keep  his  family  and  meet 
his  debts ; size  would  depend  on  quality  of  soil, 
28113-5. — About  ninety  holdings  on  Phibbs’  estate, 
28116.— Fifty  or  sixty  of  them  were  economic,  forty 
uneconomic,  28117-9. — Approximately  400  acres  of 
grazing,  28121. — Not  unreasonable  for  forty  occupiers 
of  uneconomic  holdings  to  resent  incoming  of 
strangers  while  ti.  y ihemselves  stood  in  need, 
28122-3. 


Land  available  in  County  Sligo  for  Relief  of 
Congestion. 

Sufficient  grazing  land  could  readily  be  obtained  with- 
out compulsion  in  County  Sligo  to  relieve  congestion  in 
that  county,  provided  fair  purchase  price  was  given 
for  it,  28125-6. — -Land  referred  to  could  be  tilled 
right  away,  and  would  improve  under  tillage.  28127, 
28129. — It  would  pay  to  cultivate  in  the  second  year, 
28128.— A man  would  probably  till  only  three  or 
four  acres  at  a time  and  keep  the  rest  in  grass ; by 
treating  it  in  that  way  a new  farm  would  pay  from 
the  start,  28130-1. — Witness  had  had  no  actual  ex- 
perience, hut  did  not  doubt  it  could  be  done,  28132-3. 
—The  man  would  either  meadow  the  grass  or  use 
it  for  agistment  purposes  for  g.nzing,  28134. 


Landlords  willing  to  set r—  Question  of  Com- 
pulsory Powers. 

There  were  enough  landlords  willing  to  sell  at  a 
fair  price,  28135,  28138. — No  likelihood  of  anyone 
asking  ridiculously  high  prices  or  refusing  to  sell 
on  any  terms,  28136.— Witness’s  clients  had  told  him 
that  they  would  sell  unless  land  were  inside  or 
worked  in  conjunction  with  demesne,  28137.— Com- 
pulsion was  the  only  way  to  deal  with  it  if  it  did, 
28140-1. — If  exhorbitant  prices  were  asked  the  case 
could  be  dealt  with  by  arbitration,  28142-5.— 
Fair  price  would  he  arrived  at  on  the  basis  of 
valuation  in  the  same  way  as  income  tax,  28146-7, 
28152-3,  28163-4.- — Landlord  paid  tax  on  income,  on 
poor  law-  valuation,  28165-6. — It  would  apply  more 
generally  to  land  in  landlord’s  own  hands,  but  might 
be  based  on  income  derived  from  land  for  eleven 
months  28148.— Landlord  got  more  for  an  eleven 
months  lettipe,  but  it  was  not  as  certain.  28149-50. 
—And  he  had  also  to  pay  taxes  and  repairing  of 
income  would  be  the  basis,  28151-2, 
28181.— Landlords  willing  as  a rule  to  sell  at  fair 
price  although  there  might  be  cases  where  they  would 
not  sell  at  any  price,  28154.— There  were 

cases  where  land  was  more  valuable  to  land- 
lord than  to  anyone  else,  as  lie  worked  it  in  connec- 
tion with  otner  land ; for.  example,  an  outlyinV 
be  in  conjunction  with  demesne^ 

28155-7.  He  might  then  ask  a price  higher  than  the 
actual  value,  *-3156. — Such  n case  might  be  stated 


for  arbitrators' 'arid  price  awarded  accordingly,  28158 
—Court  of  Arbitration  might  justly  find  value  somel 
thing  more  than  one  and  a third  on  basis  of  income 
tax  allowed,  28159. — If  tenants  were  willing  to  give 
fair  price  for  tenanted  holdings,  and  money  were 
forthcoming,  there  would  'be  no  need  for  compulsion ; 
Act  had  worked  well ; there  would  be  plenty  of  land  if 
money  were  available ; land  purchase  should  go  on 
smoothly,'  281  1 -• 


Sale  and  Purchase  in  County  Sligo. 

Witness  managed  fifteen  properties  in  County 
Sligo,  28167-8. — Tenants  had  approached  him  with 
view  to  purchase,  20169. — He  had  s'old  some 
properties,  28170,  28174. — Fair  price  ascertained  by 
considering  how  gross  price  invested  in  trust  securities 
would  compare  with  net  income,  28171. — Tenants  had 
approached  witness  with  regard  to  some  of  the  other 
properties ; fair  price  not  the  obstacle,  28175-6. — No 
difficulty  in  transferring  property  if  tenants  gave 
fair  price,  28177. — Management  and  legal  expenses 
of  owners  would  have  to  be  deducted,  28178. — If  grass 
part  of  an  estate  were  sold  to  the  Board,  tenants 
would  refuse  to  buy  tbs  tenanted  portion,  28170A-8O. 


Landlords’  'Improvements  in  County  Sligo— 
Effect  of  Act  of  1881,  &c. 

Witness  had  the  management  of  property  in  Sligo, 
which  was  better  than  the  average,  27984. — Markree 
his  principal  agency ; landlords  in  County  Sligo  had 
spent  considerable  sums  on  improvements  before  .and 
since  Act  of  1881,  chiefly  before,  27985-9. — During 
last  twenty  years  landlord.3  had  effected  improve- 
ments in  making  roads,  reclaiming  bogs,  planting 
timber,  building  cottages,  and  making  loans  to 
tenants,  27988-9. — On  one  estate  managed  by 
witness,  owner  expended  several  thousand  pounds 
of  late  years  improving  tenants’  holdings  and 
buildings,  drains,  loans  to  tenants,  &c.  A 

considerable  amount  had  been  expended  since 
Act  of  1881,  28182-3. — Witness  meant  out-of- 

pocket  expenditure  as  well  as  loans ; also  expenditure 
cn  road-making,  28184-6. — Bogs  had  been  drained 
to  supply  turbary,  and  roads  made  to  bogs ; 
nominal  charge  for  turbary  made ; less  than  that 
made  by  Commissioners,  28187-91. — No  case  since 
1381,  where  landlord  spent  money  on  improvements 
except  in  form  of  loan  asked  for  by  tenant,  28192-5A. 
— Five  per  cent,  charged ; borrowers  could  pay  at 
any  time  they  liked,  £5  or  £10,  28196. — Loans  al- 
ways made  through  Estate  Office,  28198. — Owner  did 
not  lose  by  transaction,  but  it  was  a generous  act, 
28197,  28198a-9. — Roads  made  absolutely  to  benefit 
tenant,  not  only  to  bogs  but  to  holdings ; the  late 
Colonel  Cooper  had  spent  money  on  roads  since  1881, 
some  had  been  taken  over  by  county,  he  got  no  return 
for  outlay,  28201-3. — County  Council  responsible  for 
roads,  large  number  made  by  landlords  in  old  days 
and  taken  over  by  Grand  Jury,  28204-5. — Some  roads 
had  been  made  to  houses  since  fair  rents  were  fixed, 
they  were  made  in  1895,  not  for  one  tenant,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  a group,  28207-9.— Act  of  1881  did 
have  effect  of  drying  up  sources  from  which  money 
was  spent  on  holdings,  28210. — Before  that  landlords 
spent  much  on  improving  tenants’  holdings,  28211.— 
From  1873  to  1906  Colonel  Cooper  spent  over  £31,000 
on  road-making,  tree-planting,  and  drainage,  28213-5. 
— Large  amount  spent  on  buildings  for  tenants  and 
labourers’  cottages,  28217. — Trees  were  planted 
on  outlying  mountains  not  on  tenants’  holdings, 
28218,  28220-1. — Benefited  tenants  only  by  em- 
ploying labour,  28222.— Loans  for  building  purposes 
included  in  the  £31,000,  28219.— Labourers’  cottages 
were  put  up  ; all  the  building  was  an  investment 
bringing  good  percentage,  5 per  cent,  in  cases  of 
loans,  28223-5. — Year  1881  important,  because  under 
Act  of  1881  tenant  got  credit  in  fixing  of  rent  for 
improvements  made  prior  to  that,  28226.— After  pass- 
ing of  Act  landlords  had  no  guarantee  that  they  would 
get  credit  for  improvements  if  they  spent  money  on 
land,  28233-4. — They  had  not  sufficient  confidence  in 
the  people  fixing  the  fairrents.  sodid  not  spend  money, 
28230,  28235. — The  change,  of  policy  was  not  due 
lo  resentment,  but  to  the  fixing  .of  judicial  rents, 
28227-9.— The  £31,000  spent  by  Colonel  Cooper  was 
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all  an  investment  except  the  grants  for  roads  and 
expenditure  for  benefit  of  the  people,  28236-7. — Be- 
tween 1880  and  1898  £1,900  was  spent  on  roads, 
28238. — On  fixing  of  fair  rents  evidence  was  given  to 
show  who  made  road  so  that  it  was  an  investment  to 
a certain  degree,  28239-40. — For  houses  owner  bor- 
rowed money  at  5 per  cent..,  and  lent  to  tenants  at 
same  rate,  28241-2. — Roads  benefited  tenants  more 
than  landlord  as  an  investment,  28243. — When  land- 
lords were  improving,  planting,  &c.,  before  1881  they 
employed  labour,  they  had  an  estate  staff,  28245. — 
Act  of  1881  reduced  this  expenditure  and  the  number 
of  ar.  :s  employed,  28246-52. 


Decrease  in  employment  of  Aryizan  and  Labour- 
ing Classes  in  Rural  Districts  subsequent 
to  1881. 

Money  was  sometimes  borrowed  from  Board  of 
Works  at  6 per  cent.,  28253-4. — Money  could  be  got 
at  5 per  cent.,  and  tenant  was  liable  to  be  charged 
6 per  cent.,  but  rarely  was  so  charged,  28256. — More 
spent  out  of  landlord’s  private  income  than  was  bor- 
rowed from  Board  of  Works,  28257-9. — In 

oases  on  Colonel  Cooper’s  property  interest 
charged  was  never  more  than  5 per  cent.,  28260-3. — 
Board  of  Works  charge  for  loan  was  1 per  cent,  for 
sinking  fund,  5 per  cent,  interest,  28264-7. — About 
£10,000  of  the  £31,000  was  borrowed  from  Board  of 
Works,  if  tenant  failed  to  pay  landlord  was  re- 
sponsible to  Board  of  Works,  28268-74. 


"^-PLANTING  HAD  BEEN  SUCCESSFUL. 

Land  where  trees  were  planted  was  poor,  and  used 
for  mountain  grazing,  28276. — In  some  cases  in 
owner’s  possession,  in  others  compensation  was  paid 
for  tenant  _ right,  28277. — Plantations  successful, 
revenue  trifling  as  yet,  timber  only  now  getting  sale- 
able, the  plantations  were  on  out-of-the-way  places, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  name  a price,  28279-80. — They 
would  pay  when  grown,  if  convenient  to  market, 
28281,  28283. — There  had  been  considerable  annual  out- 
lay keeping  them  in  order,  also  expense  of  fencing,  but 
very  little  labour  in  addition,  28284-5. — There  was  a 
little  local  sale  for  thinnings,  but  not  in  out  of  the 
way  districts,  28286.— Trees  were  principally  larch, 
28287. — Situation  of  plantations  to  a great  extent 
on  side  of  hill  away  from  sea,  generally  with  a 
southern  aspect,  28288-9.— Still  . possible  under 
present  conditions  of  tenant  right,  &c.,  to  plant 
estates  in  the  same  way  as  Colonel  Cooper  had  done ; 
had  been  done  to  a less  extent  for  shooting  purposes. 
28290-2.— Witness  had  always  compensated  tenants, 
there  might  be  opposition  if  planting  were  done  on  a 
large  scale,  28293. — Not  more  difficult  for  Government 
or  Board  to  do  it  than  for  private  owner,  28294.— If 
reafforestation  were  carried  out  near  roads  there  was 
prospect  of  early  success,  28295. 


Punctual  payment  of  Rent  in  County  Sligo — 
Phibbs  Estate  was  the  only  one  under  wit- 
ness’s MANAGEMENT  ON  WHICH  THERE  WERE 
ARREARS. 


Rents  paid  punctually  in  Sligo,  although  holdins 
were  small,  no  ground  for  apprehension  about  pa- 
ment  of  annuities,  28296-8. — Ten  to  fifteen  yea: 
ooonnrs  in  Inislim«rray,  but  it  was  exceptiona 
48299.  Rents  paid  punctually  before  1881.  28302.- 
Securxty  for  State  for  annuities  even  in  place®  wif 
arrears  owing  to  reduced  amounts.  28303.— Gres 
accumulation  of  arrears,  perhaps,  showed  land  w; 
incapable  of  paying  rent ; witness  had  no  experiem 
oi  that  class  of  land,  28304. — Mismanagement  migl 
bo  a cause,  28305.— Major  Phibbs’  estate  the  onl 
°nSL  01I,n5'illch  witnoss  Ilad  any  difficulty  in  geftir 
rent,  28307.— Rents  well  paid  before  Act  of  188 
iflni  noo-jiSn  S1m,ce’  2&3°7-9-— 1 There  were  arrears  i 
Paxil  xT10'~The  Commission  had  dealt  with  then 
.ao-u-—  No  reason  for  rents  being  less  well  pai 
since  Act  of  1881,  it  was  the  other  way,  28313-4.- 
■Lenants  on  this  estate  got  into  slip-shod  way  < 
Paying  rent  difficult  to  get  them  back  into  old  wn 
of  paymg,  28315,  28323,-Landlord  could  not  recov, 
arrears  beyond  two  years  by  process  of  ejectmen 


28316. — Tenants  on  Phibbs’  estate  twice  took  land- 
lord into  court,  28317-8.— Amount  payable  after  fix- 
ing of  rent  less  than  before  1881,  28319. — In  spite 
of  that  tenants  less  punctual  in  paying,  partly  owing 
to  death  of  owner  and  estate  changing  hands,  28320- 
2. — Tenants  were  proceeded  against  in  ordinary  way  ; 
chiefly  owing  to  Land  League  that  rents  were  badly 
paid  ; it  was  a combination  against  pay  men4-  28324-6. 


Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  Henry  L’Estrange. 
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GORE-BOOTH,  Sir  JOSSLYN. 

Voluntary  Striping  of  Grazing  Farm  on  Wit- 
ness’s Estate. 

In  1901  witness  was  asked  to  stripe  grazing  farm- 
of  153  acres,  and  agreed,  provided  he  did  hot  lose  by 
it,  his  terms  were  thought  fair,  and  the  striping  was 
carried  out,  the  land  was  divided  on  basis  that  land- 
lord was  to  receive  the  average  net  income  of  the  five 
years  previous,  less  expenses,  and  rough  rules  em- 
bodied in  agreement,  witness  was  offered  larger  sums 
in  fines  from  farmers  whose  holdings  he  did  not  con- 
sider required  enlargement,  second  term  rents  not  up 
to  average  of  five  years’  grazing,  so  people  were  asked 
to  pay  fines,  28328-30,  28389. — -Fines  were  about  £30 
per  head  to  make  up  difference,  28330. — Local  banks 
and  parish  priest  helped  tenants  to  raise  fines, 
fines  were  long  since  paid  off,  and  tenants 
had  done  well,  one  holding  had  been  equally  divided 
between  two  adjoining  tenants,  and  the  tenant  who 
sold  was  provided  with  new  farm  at  Streamstown, 
paying  the  fine  with  the  money  he  got  for  tenant- 
right,  he  had  already  built  slated  house  on  new  farm. 
— 28331,  28339-42. — No  money  lost  by  transaction, 
tenants  materially  and  morally  better  for  it,  28331. — - 
It  was  carried  out  on  same  lines  as  work  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  and  land  was  striped  among 
neighbouring  holdings,  28332. — New  tenants  remained 
tenants,  they  were  not  peasant  proprietors,  28333. — 
They  were  judicial  tenants,  28334. — It  was  the  only 
attempt  at  striping  made  by  witness,  he  had  never 
been  asked  to  stripe  another  farm,  28336. — It  was  a. 
grazing  farm  adjacent  to  the  people’s  holdings,  so 
long  as  he  got  his  income  witness  did  not  care  what 
happened  to  it,  28337-8,  28407. — Grazing  land  could 
be  striped  without  loss  to  anyone,  except  in  certain 
cases  in  congested  areas,  Board  charged  fines  in  many 
cases,  Land  Commission  charged  no  fines,  28348. — 
Witness  did  not  sell  the  land  because  Act  of  1903 
had  not  come  in,  28392. 

Price  of  Grazing  Land. 

Much  gx-azing  land  would  be  immediately  available- 
for  enlai-gement  of  holdings  if  prices  offered  were 
fair,  many  large  graziers  would  give  up  their  judicial 
tenancies  if  they  got  fair  compensation ; following 
cases  actually  happened  on  witness’s  estate : — Casein- 
Area  147as  poor  law  valuation  £105,  net  income 
£145,  price  as  valued  by  witness’s  valuer,  £3,368, 
£2,100  offered  by  Land  Commission,  tenant’s  interest, 
in  this  holding  bought  by  Sir  H.  Gore-Booth  for 
£953  at  request  of  adjoining  tenants,  in  order  to  give 
them  accommodation  land,  28343-4. — Return  on  sum 
offered  by  Land  Commission  would  be  £84  at  4 per 
cent.,  as  against  average  net  income  of  £145,  28345.— 
Average  income  lrj  times  poor  law  valuation  and  a 
little  more,  28346.  Case  2— Area  243a.,  poor  law- 
valuation  £183,  net  income  £122,  price  as  valued  by 
witness’s  valuer,  £3,314,  this,  together  with  mountain 
land  of  £85  valuation,  was  offered  to  Land  Commis- 
sion, who  offered  £1,739  for  the  whole.  Case  3— 
354a.,  £250  poor  law  valuation,  first  term  rent  £240, 
landlord’s  interest  at  21^  years’  purchase  as  agreed 
with  tenants  £5,169 ; price  offered  by  Land  Commis- 
s ion  £5,635,  leaving  for  tenant’s  interest  £466,  or 
less  than  two  years’  purchase ; Mr.  Bryce  had  stated 
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in  House  of  Commons  that  prices  paid  by  Board 
varied  from  28  years’  purchase  to  29  years’  purchase 
of  annual  value,  28346-7. — Instances  given,  were  ad- 
duced to  show  that  price  offered  was  not  a fair  one, 
28351. — It  looked  as  though  compulsion  meant  com- 
pelling landlords  to  take  the  unfair  price,  28352. — 
If  witness  had  not  taken  price  offered  in  first  case 
sale  would  not  have  been  sanctioned,  it  was  indirect 
compulsion,  average  price  paid  by  Board  for  six 
years  was  27£  years  'purchase,  28353-4. — In  this  case 
only  14^  paid,  28355. — Witness  not  afraid  of  com- 
pulsion if  it  were  fair,  direct  compulsion  might  con- 
ceivably be  fairer  than  indirect,  28356-7. — Tenanted 
land  had  been  sold  at  21A  years’  purchase  of  first 
term  rents,  24£  of  second  term  rents,  28359. 


Co-operation  Movement. 

North  Sligo  was  a good  dairy  country,  and  co- 
operative creameries  were  a success,  as  their  audited 
accounts  showed,  every  farmer  within  reach  supplied 
milk,  and  was  a member,  creameries  were  owned  by 
the  farmers  themselves,  only  assistance  received  was 
the  teaching  from  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisa- 
tion Society,  the  people  found  capital  and  worked 
creameries  through  committees  of  farmers  elected  by 
themselves,  possibilities  of  co-operation  enormous, 

I. A.O.S.  had  insufficient  funds  to  carry  on  active 
propaganda,  28348.— Sir  H.  Plunkett  said  in  his 
memorandum  that  what  was  now  needed  was  a policy 
the  aim  of  which  was  not  only  to  inculcate  principles 
of  self-help  and  reliance,  but  to  make  these  principles 
vital  and  operative  through  broadly-conceived  scheme 
lor  improving  conditions  of  people,  28360. 

Landlord’s  Improvements. 

Statement  that  no  landlord  in  Ireland  spent  money 
•on  estates  was  inaccurate ; witness  had  spent  money  on 
improvements  since  1881,  28360-2— He  had  joined 
Board  in  their  first  scheme,  and  done  one-third  of 
drainage  work  in  order  to  help  the  people,  28362-3— 
He  gave  the  money  .as  a neighbour,  not  from  an  estate 
point  of  view,  28364-6. — He  had  also  given  tenants 

J, 1™®'  timber,  etc.,  28366. — He  only  succeeded  in  1900, 
48367— Few  of  his  tenants  had  been  in  the  Land 
Courts,  28369. 


Hand  Available  for  Purchase  on  Gore-Booth 
Estate. 

Witness  had  offered  to  sell  to  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, not  to  Board,  28370,  28372-3— He  still  had 
large  quantities  of  land,  if  price  were  right  he  would 
take  it,  28371,  28373. — Lands  available  were  those 
mentioned,  147,  243,  354  acres,  and  894  acres  of  moun- 
*ai?>  ,283J4-—Lands  not  scheduled,  28375— Witness 
had  3,000  acres  of  demesne  land  which  he  worked 
himself  and  would  not  be  willing  to  sell  28377-9  — 
the  1,300  acres  he  would  sell,  28380— He  worked  de- 
meme  energetically,  28381— No  wall  round  demesne, 
48083.-=- It  was  tenanted  in  old  times,  28384.  28402  — 
Marks  of  tillage  no  longer  there,  28386— The  fact 
tliat  it  was  formerly  occupied  would  be  no  induce- 
ment to  Te-people  the  land  with  tenants,  28388— Wit- 
ne«  would  object  to  disposing  of  any  land  worked  as 
.part  of  his  business,  28403-4,  28408— It  had  not  oc- 
Sj  to  witaeto  to  offer  lands  to  Congested  Districts 
ttoragh  they  could  buy  in  non-congested  area, 
^395— Cases  2 and  3 not  closed  yet,  28394. —Genuine 
was  willing  to  sell  were  outside 
demesne,  28396-8— Only  about  2,000  acres  really  de- 
mesne, great  deal  of  that  under  timber,  28399-400  — 
borne  under  grass,  some  tilled,  a Larger  portion  tilled 
every  year,  28401— Land  had  been*  developed  sirS 
» 28405. — He  Wan  to  teak 
.SaeLtl,en-  »»Jer  gras,  be- 

fore, it  employed  more  labour  now.  28409  —Actual 

~i  f in  'schSTi 

another  man  worked  it,  28418-20— Tenants  on  wit 
Dess’s  land  not  evicted,  passages  were  nrid  to 
America,  28422— Witness  employed  » ,, 

amount  of  labour  of  various  kind/™  his  W 284S 
4.  He  thought  if  tenants  had  the  land  there  would 
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be  lees  labour  employed,  28421,  28425— Labourer, 
would  have  no  employment  unless  they  too  sot  iTdA 
and  would  leave  the  country,  28426-7.  6 na' 
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B— Agreement  as  to  division  of  Streamstown 
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C. — Schedule  referred  to  in  B.,  . ’ 

MEEHAN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Farm  belonging  to  witness’s  father  was  20  am* 
m extent,  valuation  £20,  28429-30,  28468— Land  in 
Board’s  hands,  works  begun,  28431-3. 

Witness  appeared  for  Magherow  Branch  of  United 
Insh  I^gue  which  comprised  electoral  divisions  of 
Lissadell  East,  West,  and  a portion  of  Lissadell  North 
no  untenanted  Land  in  latter  division  so  far  as  it 
extended  to  witness’s  parish,  road  accommodation 
needed  in  Lissadell  West,  Garrigans,  Ballyconnell 
Kilmaoannon,  Aughagad,  and  Cloonelly,  inspection 
of  estates  in  process  of  being  sold  was  desirable  be- 
fore State  advanced  purchase  money. 

Gore-Booth  Property— Acreage  and  Valuation  of 
Untenanted  Land  Compared  with  Valuation 
of  Tenants. 

Saleof  Gore-Booth  property  was  concluded  at  an  ad- 
vanced price,  because  tenants  in  arrears  wanted  im- 
mediate relief,  tenants  on  that  property  proposed  to 
memorialise  Estates  Commissioners,  but  some  refused 
to  sign  for  fear  sale  should  be  arrested  and  landlord 
press  for  arrears;  there  were  206  acres  belonging  to 
bir  J.  Gore-Booth  at  a valuation  of  £149;  wliile 
there  were  216  families  under  £10  valuation,  portion 
of  which  had  been  evicted  since  1873 ; Sir  J.  Core- 
Booth  had  1,121  acres  untenanted  land-  in  Lissadell 
Last,  valuation  £845  4s.,  while  there  were  67  f amides 
under  £10  valuation,  same  owner  had  77  acres  in 
Lissadell  North,  valuation  £3  19s.,  in  Lissadell  West 
there  were  373  acres  of  untenanted  land,  valuation 
28434  ’ m P05^1011  of  Congested  Districts  Board, 


Fishing  might  be  improved  by  erection  of  suitable 
uncling  places  and  improvement  of  boats,  28434— 
.Boats!  ip  at  Knocklane  being  constructed  was  more 
an  obstruction  than  anything  else,  28435-6.— Witness 
St  w .S111®  wanted  it  30  or  40  yards  fur- 
S%oW«’  ?mch  fishing  off  coast  now. 

28438.— 30  or  40  small  boats,  13  steam  trawlers, 

S*#SfaShB*"8hIe7'  24840-They  '» 


Seven  tenants  evicted  from  grass  lands,  24842— 
to1?,,,1*  willing  to  pay  fair  price  for  additions 
to  holdings  if  bought  over  by  State,  28443-5.- 
witness  was  m a congested  district,  would  migrate 
willingly  anywhere  in  Ireland,  28446,  28450-1— He 
thought  the  others  would,  too,  28447-9— Two  more 
in  family  besides  'himself,  also  a father  and  mother, 
fc  son,  28452-4— Whole  family  would 
paarm  to  8°'  kfiot-gh  they  might  not  wish  it, 

of  £3°  would  attract  them,  28453. 
T«i  ltAeSSo^co^llke  a fann  in  some  other  part  of 
2M6l) 59’6°‘  ~M**lxerow  a ver7  P°°r  district- 


QUILTY,  Mr.  JOHN  GEORGE. 

Lo®^’s  Estate.  — Condition  of  Tenants  on  Un- 
^STAraSTIU,0LI)ING3’— ^EOOTIATrONS  F0R  SAiB  AT 

°i  £nanci<*  uneconomic  on  Logan's  es- 
’ a+1:yP11™,  ^sstern  estate,  tenants  of  such  estates 
of  Irish  agrarian  .agitation. 
Bog  s estate  consisted  of  500  acres,  mostly  reclaimed 
b^,  there  were  32  tenants  with  holdings  2 to  100 
m size,  total  rental  £240,  turf  was  formerly  cut 
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and  saved  on  estate,  rent  was  charged  as  estate  was 
brought  into  cultivation,  or  raised,  sometimes  small 
holdings  were  confiscated  and  given  to  favourites,  in 
1864  rents  were  raised  all  round,  tenants  were  ejected 
and  reinstated  at  increase,  landlord  was  -an  absentee, 
but  tttate  bailiff  came  from  Dublin  once  a year  to  re- 
ceive rents,  tenants  were  processed  at  once  if  they  f ailed 
to  pay,  they  had  been  treated  harshly  in  the  pest,  and 
disliked  landlordism,  27  years  ago  Drumcliffe  Branch 
of  Land  League  was  started  by  tenants,  treasurer  ap- 
pointed and  17s.  collected  at  once,  first  branch  of 
League  in  County  Sligo,  estate  was  well  watered,  but 
needed  drainage,  money  was  borrowed  by  tenants 
from  Board  of  Works  for  that  purpose,  tenants  said 
Board  robbed  them,  tenants  and  farmers  should  be 
assisted  in  reclaiming,  they  were  industrious  and 
compelled  to  add  to  their  incomes  by  extern  labour, 
the  men  would  he  model  farmers  if  they  had  good 
farms,  producing  milk  for  local  creamery  was  the 
principal  industry,  .all  land  was  in  pasture  except 
what  was  necessary  for  vegetables  for  home  consump- 
tion, children  emigrated  as  soon  as  old  enough,  one 
son  remaining  on  farm,  if  he  were  not  married  when 
his  parents  died  he  sold  out  and  went  too,  no  turbary 
on  estate,  light  and  fuel  cost  £7  per  tenant,  27  out  of 
the  32  holdings  were  uneconomic,  witness  considered 
every  holding  Tented  at  less  than  £10  uneconomic, 
Farmer’s  income  on  such  an  estate  where  creamery 
system  was  adopted  depended  on  number  of  cows  he 
could  keep,  grass  being  poor  milk  was  poor,  £6  a 
season  for  milk  considered  good  from  one  cow,  calf 
sold  in  September  for  £4,  30s.  paid  for  bran,  meal, 
etc.,  to  feed  cow  after  calving,  10s.  to  feed  calf,  net 

{irofit  on  oow  and  calf  £8,  number  of  cows  kept 
imited  by  size  and  quality  of  farm,  farmer  might 
also  have  one  or  two  tons  hay  for  sale  and  two  or 
three  pigs,  profit  on  pigs  light,  only  £1  a head,  hay 
this  year  inferior,  sold  at  £1  a ton,  most  farmers 
had  no  pigs  or  hay,  in  a severe  winter  they  were 
compelled  to  buy  hay,  farmer  keeping  three  cows 
would  have  net  profit  of  £24,  £4  for  extras  sold  off 
farm,  total  income  £28,  out  of  that  he  paid  £6  10s. 
for  rent,  £1  nates,  £7  fuel  and  light,  £2  10s.  seed  and 
special  manures,  £11  left  for  food  and  clothing,  im- 
possible to  live  without  extern  labour  .and  assistance 
from  children  abroad,  death  of  cow  meant  loss  of  one- 
third  profit,  and  would  take  at  least  ten  years  to  re- 
cover from  ; Thomas  Mitchell  married  in  1860  a girl 
with  farm  of  20  acres  on  Logan  estate,  he  brought 
£90  earned  in  the  United  States,  which  he  spent  on 
reclaiming,  etc.,  he  found  work  of  earning  money  in 
United  tS-ates  less  hard  than  trying  to  make  both 
ends  meet  on  farm,  he  was  now  poorer  than  when  he 
started,  his  children  had  to  leave  the  country,  ori- 
ginal rent  £8,  raised  to  £10,  reduced  in  1884  to  £8, 
and  in  1893  to  present  figure,  £6  10s.,  in  1884  he 
borrowed  £50  from  Board  of  Works  for  drainage, 
Board  gave  him  £47  10s.,  charged  him  10s.  and  6s. 
afterwards  for  expenses,  and  for  the  last  22  years  he 
had  paid  £3  5s.  per  annum,  a total  of  £72  6s.,  such 
estates  should  be  scheduled;  after  passing  of  Wynd- 
ham’s  Act  the  agent  of  Logan’s  estate  negotiated  for 
sale  to  tenants,  price  could  not  be  agreed  on,  tenants 
refused  to  give  what  landlord  asked,  sale  must  be  ef- 
fected by  compulsion  and  inspection,  nine  years  ago 
tenants  on  “ Coolbeg  Estate  ” bought  under  the  Ash- 
bourne Act  at  17  years’  purchase,  it  was  a similar 
estate  to  Mr.  Logan’s,  and  the  tenants  thought  they 
at  same  price,  no  arrears  on  this  estate, 


Lissadell  Estate. 

Lissadell  Estate  bought  at  21£  and  24^  years’  pur- 
chase (Wyndham  Act),  landlord,  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth, 
took  interest  in  tenants,  and  wiped  out  arrears  of 
rent,  24  processes  served  on  tenants  for  non-payment 
of  interest  on  purchase  money,  tenants  memorialising 
Estates  Commissioners  not  to  sanction  sale,  bad  se- 
£“ity  for  purchase  money  advanced  on  uneconomic 
holdings,  Coolbeg  tenants  paid  instalments  without 
hitch  because  they  had  extern  employment,  Lissadell 
tenants  were  beginning  to  fail  because  they  could  not 
A*  > 50  years  ago,  before  advent  of  Sir  J.  Gore- 
tteoui  and  his  father,  the  tenants  on  best  part  of  pro- 
perty were  ejected,  getting  seven-acre  holdings  of  un- 
reclaimed waste  at  24s.  6 d.  an  acre  instead,  com- 
raonage  formerly  free,  was  divided,  and  tenants  paid 
rent  of  £5  5s.  for  their  portion ; these  tenants  of  Barn- 
robin  must  fail  to  pay  purchase  instalments,  as  hold- 


QUILTY,  Mr.  JOHN  GEORGE — continued. 
fngs  were  uneconomic,  and  there  was  no  extern 
labour,  they  expected  ultimately  to  get  farms  from 
Sir  J.  Gore-Booth’s  ranch  land,  23  and  26  years’  pur- 
chase really  paid,  as  arrears  were  added  to  purchase 
price. 

Landlord  refused  to  sell  on  Hippisley  estate,  land- 
lords of  other  estates  would  sell  part,  tenants  would 
not  .agree  nnless  all  were  sold,  part  of  Wynne  estate 
omitted  in  sale,  as  tenants  would  not  give  27  years’ 
purchase  for  bog  land,  28466. 

Emigration. 

Tenants  of  Logan  estate  had  sent  28  children 
abroad,  principally  to  United  States,  the  rest  would 
go,  assistance  from  America  a necessity,  relations  in 
America  paid  the  passage,  no  use  to  try  and  deflect 
emigration  to  Canada,  all  their  relations  were . in 
United  States,  and  the  rest  joined  them,  best  thing 
to  do  was  to  stop  emigration,  it  would  cease  if  there 
were  employment  at  home,  emigrants  attributed  their 
exile  to  landlordism,  28466. 

Butter  Production  as  a Farm  Industry. 
Butter  production  the  only  farm  industry  in  North 
Sligo,  principally  on  creamery  co-operative  system, 
practically  no  tillage,  which  was  the  cause  of  emi- 
gration, 28466. — Creameries  really  good,  hut  did  away 
with  tillage,  28466-7. — .Doubtful  if  there  was  better 
produce  in  milk  from  mixed  farm  than  from  a grass 
farm,  28468. — -Land  would  not  grow  roots,  oows  fed 
on  a little  hay  in  winter,  but  practically  starved,, 
after  they  calved  they  got  a little  extra  stuff,  28469- 
71. — District  should  not  depend  on  one  industry,, 
eople  would  starve  if  American  flour,  meal,  and 
aeon  were  stamped,  majority  of  reclaimed  bog  farms 
incapable  of  wheat  growing,  wheat  land  of  Connaught 
locked  up  in  grazing  ranches,  flax  formerly  culti- 
vated, might  be  revived,  linseed  meal  imported  from 
Russia;  some  poultry  kept  by  farmers’  wives,  but 
the  men  did  not  like  them  because  cattle  would  not 
eat  grass  the  poultry  had  soiled,  28471. 

Compulsory  Tillage. 

Unten  anted  land  should  be  tilled,  if  tenants  did 
not  till  it  in  ten  years  it  should  be  taken  up  by  com- 
pulsion, and  compensation  should  he  given ; one- 
third  should  he  tilled,  but  the  people  would  not  do- 
it unless  compelled,  28471-7. 

Fishing. 

Better  and  larger  boats  and  gear  for  deep-sea  fish- 
ing required,  boat  sent  to  Raughley  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  at  wrong  season,  it  stayed  a week,  and 
never  came  back,  28477. 

Piers  Needed. 

Pier  needed  at  Rosse’s  Point,  pier  at  .Streeda  would 
be  in  a central  position  .and  would  be  used  by  Inish- 
murray  islanders ; one  should  also  be  built  at  north- 
east comer  of  Inishmurray  and  engineer  should  con- 
sult fishermen  before  beginning  construction,  28477. 

Evictions  in  Inishmurray. — 'Condition  of 
Islanders. 

Notices  of  eviction  served  on  three  islanders  of 
Inishmurray  for  non-payment  of  rent,  island  was  1 
mile  long,  | mile  wide,  oval  in  shape,  and  boggy  in 
the  centre,  there  were  no  trees  or  shrubs,  only  short 
hard  grass,  main  land  was  eight  miles  away,  popula- 
tion 80,  there  was  so  much  salt  that  potato  blight 
was  unknown,  but  the  potato  plant  was  often 
poisoned  as  well  as  the  microbe,  landing  was  possible 
only  in  very  calm  weather,  therefore  no  rates  could 
be  collected,  police  and  gunboat  would  he  sent  to 
carry  out  evictions  at  ratepayers’  expense,  landlord 
should  evict  them  himself,  as  he  was  the  only  gainer, 
he  was  one  of  those  who  refused  to  sell  to  tenants, 
28477. 

Cottages  Industries. 

Children  of  peasants  should  he  taught  cottage  in- 
dustries, such  as  decorating  gift  boxes  with  fancy 
shells,  making  ornaments,  etc.,  from  bog  oak;  for- 
merly baskets,  chairs,  cradles,  etc.,  were  made  from 
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osier  rods  by  cottiers,  also  earthen  crocks,  pots,  etc., 
by  a family  called  Irvine,  door-mats  were  made  from 
bent  grass,  and  flannel  manufactured  at  home,  for- 
merly sold  in  the  street  in  Sligo ; all  these,  had  dis- 
appeared ; plenty  of  heather,  but  no  bees  ; Congested 
Districts  Board  should  protect  such  industries  and 
find  a market  for  produce,  peasantry  greatly  praised, 
crochet-knitting  industry  recently  introduced,  28477. 

Kelp-Making. 

Kelp-making  next  in  importance  to  fishery,  price 
of  3s.  a cwt.  last  season,  barely  paid  to  bum  it,  half 
a dozen  agents  divided  the  coast,  and  gave  what  they 
liked,  people  beginning  to  adulterate  kelp,  28477. 

Untenanted  Land. 

There  were  10,600  acres  of  untenanted  land  north 
of  Sligo  borough  boundary,  the  greater  part  arable, 
should  be  utilised  for  migration  and  enlargement  of 
holdings,  farmers  wanted  it,  but  none  had  been  sur- 
rendered except  Ballyconnell  Bent,  employment  should 
be  given  by  compelling  a portion  of  it  to  be  tilled 
annually,  might  be  done  in  the  same  way  as  settlers 
in  Canada  were  required  to  plant  one-fourth  of  ad- 
ditional land  they  acquired,  migrants  receiving  farms 
should  also  be  compelled  to  till  one-third,  and  large 
residential  farms  might  come  under  the  same  rule ; 
land  constantly  used  for  grazing  deteriorated,  market 
in  England  for  roots  ana  vegetables,  roots  could  in 
any  case  be  used  to  stall-feed  the  cattle  which  at  pre- 
sent went  to  England  in  a half-finished  condition; 
untenanted  land  under  10s.  an  acre  should  not  be  ne- 
glected, Canadian  law  of  planting  one-fourth  with 
trees  could  he  applied,  Ireland  almost  denuded  of 
woods,  shopkeepers  and  people  with  money  would 
then  he  less  greedy  for  land,  there  would  be  stoppage 
of  extensive  emigration,  and  greater  prosperity  in  the 
country ; establishing  of  farmers  in  ranches  sur- 
rendered, and  paying  of  compensation  should  be  done 
by  Government  money,  Government  had  spent 
£20,000,000  on  West  Indian  slaves,  it  would  be  seen 
whether  the  Irish  peasant  was  as  much  thought 
about,  28477.  ° 

Suggestions. 

Suggestions  for  solution  of  problem  of  congestion, 
emigration,  and  famine  were : (1)  Compulsory  pur- 
chase, at  least  in  Connaught,  (2)  creating  labour  by 
compulsory  tillage,  (3)  scheduling  Connacht,  Donegal, 
Cflare,_  and  Kerry,  (4)  establishing  cottage  industries, 
(5)  migration  and  enlargement  of  holdings,  (6)  cheap 
gg^nsit  and  building  of  railways  where  required, 


ROONEY,  Me.  P.  J. — continued. 

—Sligo  District  Council  had  been  told,  but  thev  haA 
hardly  passed  any  new  works  for  last  six  years  on  ^ 

count  of  rates  being  too  high,  28500-2 District 

Council  would  help  district  if  it  were  schedule? 
28503.— Scheduling  wanted  in  order  to  get  heln 
Congested  Districts  Board,  28504. — Witness V fa  m 
not  close  to  grazing  lands,  28505.  m 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  DANIEL,  and  Mr.  WILT, Taut 
DUFFY. 

Necbssity  op  Cleaning  Mullaghmore  Harbouh 

Witnesses  came  from  Mullaghmore,  Mr.  Gallagher 
a pilot  in  Mullaghmore  and  Donegal  Bay,  28506-7  — 
He  fished  at  Mullaghmore,  and  kept  a two-ton  boat 
drawing  lift,  of  water,  28508-11.— 25  Greencastle 
boats  there,  26ft.  keel,  28512-3.— He  fished  in  Donegal 
Bay  as  far  as  Teelin  for  .mackerel,  herring,  flat  fish 
and  cod  during  winter  season,  28514-6— Had  done 
poorly  lately,  could  not  fish  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
as  no  buyers  came.— (Mr.  Duffy— Boats  hauled  up  on 
Thursday  evening  or  they  would  be  broken,  28517-8) 
—{Mr.  Gallagher— Harbour  rough,  28518— Filled 
with  stones  and  gravel,  28518-9—Splendid  harbour 
but  required  cleaning,  28520,  28535— Fishing  inter- 
fered  with  by  harbour  being  practically  useless,  28521 
—Schooners  came  there,  also  coasting  vessels  from 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow,  28523— No  harbour  dues  it 
w.as  the  private  property  of  Mr.  Ashley,  built’ bv 
Lord  Palmerston,  28524-6— Witness  had  lived  there 
all  his  life,  and  could  remember  40  years  back  and 
had  never  known  of  any  effort  to  clean  it,  28527-9  _ 
It  was  always  dry  at  low  tide,  28530— It  had  silted 
up  6ft.  since  he  began  to  fish,  28531— In  winter  the 
tide  carried  m stones  and  gravel  from  the  bay,  28532- 
3— Breakwater  required  dredging,  28534—  Priest  had 
been  spoken  to,  and  witness  believed  he  had  written 
about  it,  28538-9). — (Mr.  Brennan — Mr.  Bryce  pro- 
mised something  should  be  done,  28540)— {Mr.  Gal- 
nnrfJ  ^ pointing  was  all  witness  saw  done, 

28541,  28544. — No  protection  to  harbour  for  break- 
water to  be  pointed,  28544-5).— (Mr.  Duffy— No  more 
than  6s.  worth  had  been  put  on  it).— (Mr.  Gallagher 
— -V«sel  broke  down  jetty  and  it  was  repaired,  28542- 
3— Mr.  Green  had  been  there,  but  fishermen  had  not 
spoken  to  him,  28547-51. — Curing  station  badly 
needed,  hundreds  of  cargoes  of  fish  lost  through  want 
of  it,  28535-6,  28552. — Mackerel,  herring,  and  cod 
would  be  cured,  28533). 


Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Quilty.  Jtawto 

A.  Particulars  of  tenants  on  Logan  estate,  . 246 

B.  Particulars  of  tenants  on  Midleton  estate,  247  . 

ROONEY,  Mr.  P.  J. 

Scheduling  op  Ross  Inver  West  . Proposed. 

Size  of  witness’s  farm  was  71  acres,  greater  portion 
was  on  the  side  of  .a  mountain,  valuation  £31  11s., 
£11  Is.  lid.  paid  half-yearly  to  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, being  3£  per  cent,  on  purchase  money  agreed 
on,  farm  was  being  sold,  but  sale  was  not  completed, 
it  was  on  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth’s  estate,  and  was  not 
^eduled,  28481. — It  was  worked  in  grass  and  tillage, 
28482— Two  English  acres  tillage,  28483— Not  sche- 
,ot\  a“™“t_of  J?,az,ing  P°rti°n,  but  should  be 
scheduled,  28484-5— Whole  division  should  be  sche- 
oiwnA  ype??  f .?oo:rer  than  in  some  scheduled  areas. 

Outside  grazing  portions  witness  thought 
valuation  was  not  as  much  as  30s.  a head,  000  or 
■OfWSR  oCI<Tt  XA-  F.azing  portions,  people  very  poor, 
4o488-9.— -If  division  were  scheduled  grazing  should 
be  divided  among  the  people,  28490.  B 

Flooding  op  Duff  River. 

E™  dAd™“e6  by  flooding,  banks  being 
eaten  nys,  on  both  sides,  people  needed  assistance  to 
neptoi  damage,  tree  planting  of  no  ose,  banks  most 
be^tobndt,  the  mischief  was  getting  wonse  everj  year, 

Bad  Roads. 

District  badly  o2  for  roads,  no  turf  could  be 
cut  for  9 or  10  months  if  season  were  wet,  28499. 


SCOTT,  Dr.  HENRY  MARK. 

His  district  comprised  parishes  of  Castleconnor  and 
iiilglass,  electoral  divisions  of  Rathmacurky,  Castle- 
connor East  and  West,  Castleconnor  East  was  sche- 
duled, 28554-5. 

Maintenance  op  Roads. 

Employment  should  he  provided  for  the  people  at 
home  to  prevent  emigration,  28556,  28596— Majority 
of  the  people  were  very  poor,  direct  labour  on  roads 
would  employ  sons  of  small  holders,  man  with  two 
sons  earning  10s.  a week  would  be  in  more  comfort- 
able position  than  at  present,  28556— Men  should  be 
employed  direct  by  'County  Council,  not  by  contract, 
contract  a sweating  system,  28557-8— By  it  a man 
tome  a contract  for  a mile  or  two  for  maintaining 
keeping  road  in  order,  employing  men  .at  wages 
of  7s.  or  8s.  a week,  and  making  as  much  profit  as 
possible,  28559-60,  28604. — Middleman  should  be  got 
f ti?  ' Ae  was  usually  a man  with  a holding  of  40 
to  60  acres,  and  could  live  on  his  land,  28561,  28572. 
—Employment  of  direct  labour  not  allowed  except 
in  a few  counties,  Looal  Government  Board’s  permis- 
sion had  not  been  asked,  28562-3— Roads  in  one 
county  in  Scotland  maintained  by  direct  labour, 
wages  £1  a week,  yet  difference  in  cost  of  maintain- 
mg  roads  was  very  small,  28564— Direct  labour 
would  not  only  give  employment  but  would  also  pro- 
vide better  roads,  28565-6. -^Election  of  County  Coun- 
cils  greatly  m hands  of  class  that  took  contracts, 
■enough  they  were  in  .a  minority  when  the  whole 
county  was  considered,  they  worked  with  sweated 
labour,  and  wished  to  keep  contract  system,  witness 
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■wanted  to  provide  for  permanent  labourer  and  small 
fanners’  sons,  28567-72. — Contractors  were  required 
to  be  men  with,  capital,  and  bad  to  have  security, 
so  that  surveyor  could  compel  them  to  do  work,  with 
direct  labour  men  would  earn  £10  to  £14,  and  re- 
main at  home,  28573. — It  might  be  a slightly  more 
expensive  system,  a few  superintendents  would  be 
needed,  28560,  28574. — Grand  Juries  put  roads  under 
contracts,  and  employed  no  direct  labour,  28575-6. — 
Middleman’s  profits  would  be  saved,  owners  of 
vehicles  who  were  ratepayers  would  also  be  spared  ex- 
pense of  wear  and  tear,  28577-9. — 'Matter  was  one  for 
decision  of  County  Council,  witness  would  compel 
them  to  have  direct  labour,  28580. — County  Councils 
were  elected,  every  man  had  a vote,  28581-2. — 'Fewer 
landholders  with  valuation  over  £10  than  under,  but 
they  had  numbers  of  relations,  it  was  a family  af- 
fair, smaller  men  not  instructed  as  to  what  was  best 
for  themselves,  many  thousands  a year  collected  in 
rates,  best  value  should  be  got  for  it,  right  to  benefit 
labourer  as  the  man  who  did  the  work,  28583-5. — 
Ignoring  of  popular  Government  not  advocated,  if 
higher  authority  pointed  out  that  direct  labour  was 
best  for  small  landholders  the  County  Councils  would 
do  it,  it  was  advocated  for  purpose  of  giving  labourer 
a chance,  28586-8. — It  had  never  been  suggested  in 
Sligo,  if  it  was  put  before  them  the  people  would 
insist  on  it  as  in  Athlone,  28589-90. — ft  would  not 
raise  the  rates  much,  public  money  should  be  spent 
for  good  of  greatest  number,  28591-2. — Small  farmer 
who  took  contract  and  did  work  himself  not  to  be  in- 
terfered with,  28593-4. — Roads  not  well  enough  kept 
for  money  spent  on  them,  28595. — One  to  four  miles 
of  road  in  contract,  great  benefit  to  have  roads  in 
West  of  Ireland  properly  kept  up,  28596. — Contrac- 
tors both  worked  themselves  and  employed  labour, 
28597. — Wages  not  good,  double  would  be  paid  for 
direct  labour,  a man  would  not  take  contract  without 
profit,  28598-9. — Roads  kept  about  the  same  now  as 
under  the  Grand  Juries,  mileage  was  increased,  28601- 
2. — Labourers  would  be  paid  10s.  to  14s.  for  direct 
labour,  28603. 


O’NEELL,  Me.  M. 

Uneconomic  Holdings  in  Kilglass  Paeish. 
Rathmacurky  Electoral  Division  was  scheduled, 
28607. — Several  sales  had  taken  place  under  Act  of 
1903  in  Kilglass  parish,  tenants  not  yet  declared  pur- 
chasers, but  expected  to  be,  and  paid  interest  on  pur- 
chase money,  condition  of  the  people  would  be  bad  if 
nothing  were  done  to  .give  them  more  land,  majority 
could  not  live  on  what  they  had,  land  was  inferior 
and  there  was  not  enough,  men  industrious,  yet 
men  with  big  families  sometimes  went  to  America 
to  earn  living  and  pay  rent,  28508. — Majority  of 
holdings  between  5 .and  15  acres,  28609. 

Campbell  Estate. — Dikect  Sale  to  Tenants. — Ne- 
cessity eoe  'Enlargement  and  S’teiping  of  Hold- 
ings. 


Campbell  Estate  was  in  Rathmacurky  Electoral 
Division,  in  Union  of  Dromore  West,  majority  of 
rents  were  £4  to  £5,  some  £3,  some  £10,  on  Rath- 
macurky portion  of  estate  the  people  lived  in  a vil- 
lage with  land  in  rundale,  there  were  19  tenants  .and 
3 economic  holdings,  the  rest  were  miserable,  valua- 
tion 15s.  to  £4,  28610,  28658.— The  people  entered 
purchase  .agreements  without  consideration, 
could  not  meet  .annuities  if  money  from  America 
were  withdrawn,  28611.— They  all  got  money  from 
America,  or  Scotland  to  pay  rents,  28612.— They  pur- 
chased at  7s.  in  the  pound  off,  hut  that  made  little 
difference,  28651. — The  estate  was  four  miles  from 
Dromore  West,  28653. — Reason  for  the  poverty  was 
w2,nt  of  grass  land,  no  compulsion  in  Act  to  en- 
able Estates  Commissioners  to  purchase  it,  it  was 
suggested  to  landlord  to  sell  through  Board  or  Estates 
Commission,  but  he  refused,  ana  preferred  to  sell 
direct  to  tenants,  28654-6. — There  were  some  arrears, 
tenants  owing  one  or  two  years  were  charged  one 
y®ar  s rent,  28657. — Nothing  could  he  done  unless 
states  Commissioners  or  similar  body  striped  estate, 
„ u.ot. bo  d?ne  voluntarily,  present  holdings  not 
_ b piping,  it  would  not  suit  unless  more  land 
+fi-nrc„+Vai^  • Y6'  ^etter  to  bave  tbs  holdings  solid,  the 
tenants  might  allow  the  Board  to  do  it  if  they  got 
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more  land,  28657-67. — -Difficult  to  stripe  land  after 
sale  unless  more  were  added,  28668-70. — Plenty  of 
grass  farms  in  parish  in  next  electoral  division,  hold- 
ings could  be  enlarged  without  lifting  them,  28671-5. 
— Colonel  Campbell  had  two  estates  in  Kilglass 
parish,  Frankfort  Estate  was  all  grass  farms  held 
by  non-residents,  recently  sold  to  these  tenants,  300 
.acres  sold  last  November,  28675-6. — .Seven  judicial 
tenants  on  300  .acres,  each  had  economic  holdings 
elsewhere,  28677-8. They  preferred  working  land  in 
grass  to  .tillage,  they  had  forty  acres  on  an  average, 
one  man  had  61  acres,  and  71  in  an  adjoining  town- 
land  and  a residential  holding  beside,  he  lived  a 
mile  or  two  away,  28679-82. — Valuation  of  the  300 
acres  was  £120  to  £125,  28684. 

Hale  Estate. 

Twelve  tenants  in  one  village,  all  below  £4  valua- 
tion, got  £108  between  them  every  year  from  America, 
28612-4. — Formerly  there  were  migratory  labourers, 
now  everyone  but  old  people  had  gone  to  America, 
they  went  there  rather  than  to  England  or  Scotland, 
28615-6. — The  estate  was  .all  together,  there  were  two 
villages,  a portion  of  the  estate  in  Castleconnor  was 
purchased  by  the  Board  8 years  ago,  28617. — Little 
land  bought  for  enlarging,  3 holdings  were  made  from 
made  from  80  acres,  two  tenants  migrated,  .and  their 
holdings  were  divided  among  six  persons  with  very 
small  holdings  of  3 or  4 acres,  28618. 

Uneconomic  Holdings. — Woek  of  Congested  Dis- 

TE'ICTS  BOABD. 

26  other  tenants  had  uneconomic  holdings,  Board 
had  done  good  work  on  estate,  made  roads,  etc., 
want  of  land  prevented  people  getting  benefit,  28636, 
28638-9. — Estate  bought  three  years  ago,  vested  year 
or  year  and  a half  ago,  28637. — -Estate  in  two  por- 
tions separated  by  river,  both  sides  of  river  tenanted, 
28640-2. — Grass  land  five  or  six  miles  from  tenanted 
land  at  Knock-agower,  no  demesne  on  estate,  28643-6. 
— Three  men  migrated  from  Oulleens  to  Knockagower, 
land  left  was  divided  among  others,  no  one  at  pre- 
sent leaving  one  place  held  land  in  another,  28646-8. 
— Two  houses  built  so  far,  one  more  to  be  built, 
28646. — People  would  prefer  to  get  plots  if  land  were 
near  home,  they  paid  £3  to  £5  for  oon-acre,  grass 
lands  connected  by  road  at  ,a  limit  of  four  or  five 
miles  could  be  used  for  tillage,  etc.,  28619-27,  28650. 
— .People  with  no  land  went  a long  way  for  oon-acre, 
but  it  did  not  pay  for  the  labour,  only  gave  a little 
more  produce,  28625-9. — Middlemen  let  out  con-acre, 
people  cultivated  their  own  land  to  last  extent  before 
taking  con-acre,  28630-1 — A large  profit  was  made  by 
letting  in  con-acre,  28632. — The  plots  were  .taken  for 
two  years  or  for  five,  com  crop  taken  off  first  and 
then  potatoes,  28633-4. — Artificial  manures  used, 
28635. 

Oeme  Estate,  Duke  Estate,  and  Rashleigh 
Estate. 

Orme  Estate,  Duke  Estate,  and  Rashleigh  Estate 
were  sold  direct  to  tenants,  tenants  were  let  off  a few 
shillings,  and  a year’s  Tent  was  added  to  the  purchase 
price,  so  .they  embraced  the  chance  of  purchase  in  -a 
bad  season,  28656,  28684-5. — No  rundale,  some  non- 
residential  farms  were  sold  with  the  others,  majority 
were  small  uneconomic  holdings,  28686-90. — No 
houses  on  the  grass  lands,  herds  were  the  only 
people  making  living  out  of  them,  28691-2. — 
Some  grass  lands  on  Rashleigh,  Orme,  and 

Duke  Estates,  on  Rashleigh  Estate  a few  tenants  had 
large  farms,  in  Carranduff  there  were  ten  farms 
rented  under  £10,  one  over  it,  three  valued  under 
£10,  eight  over  it,  same  system  of  rent  and  valuation 
•all  over  division,  people  poor,  it  ought  to  be  sche- 
duled, 28693. — No  grass  lands  available  for  enlarge- 
ment on  Rashleigh  Estate,  28695. — Plenty  near  -it. 
28696. 

Enlaegbment  of  Holdings  Peioe  to  Sale. 

Effort  should  be  made  to  enlarge  holdings  before 
sale,  28697. — Better  for  the  country  to  have  a number 
of  prosperous  small  farmers  than  a few  large  graziers, 
they  would  make  more  out  of  the  land,  and  be  more 
prosperous,  prosperous  people  made  a prosperous 
State,  28698. — Tillage  paid  better  than  grass  if  judi- 
ciously worked,  28699,  28701,  28704. — If  a tenant 
had  capital  he  could  fatten  cattle,  whereas  now  they 
were  sold  as  stores  at  only  half  the  amount,  28701. 
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O’NEILL,  Mr.  M. — continued. 


O’NEILL,  Ma.  M. — continued. 


Witness’s  Farm  in  Culleens. 

Witness  had  a small  farm  over  30  acres,  a great 
part  of  which,  was  unreclaimed,  28700,  28702. — 

Valuation  £3,  28703. — The  whole  of  it  was  tilled  in 
five-course  rotation,  some  fields  being  left  out  for 
grazing  and  meadow,  28705. — Rent  low,  28706. — £10 
■an  acre  would  be  required  to  reclaim  it,  28708. — Un- 
reclaimed portion  was  not  tilled,  it  was  half  the 
farm,  28709-10. — All  the  15  acres  under  tillage  were 
reclaimed,  28711-2. — By  witness  and  his  father, 
28713. — Small  tenants  had  enough  capital  to  carry 
on  tillage,  28714-5. — Witness's  farm  was  in  Culleens, 
28716. — He  could  not  live  on  it  if  he  left  it  in  grass,  it 
would  grow  rushes  and  heather  inside  ten  years,  28717. 
— The  potatoes  were  not  a good  crop,  twice  as  much 
could  be  taken  off  better  land,  28718. — 'Witness  kept 
five  or  six  cattle  and  one  horse,  could  keep  more  if 
he  had  the  •means,  rough  land  could  not  be  managed 
without  horse,  28719-20. — Holding  cultivated  by 
spade  and  not  large  enough  to  keep  horse  would  be 
uneconomic,  28721-2. — Beasts  were  sold  at  1£  to  2 
years  old,  land  not  good  enough  to  grow  crops  to  fat- 
ten them,  28723-5. — Witness  had  no  help  on  farm  ex- 
cept hared  man  occasionally,  he  had  a wife,  one  child, 
and  a mother,  he  could  not  make  a living  with  larger 
family,  28746-50.— He  took  no  holidays,  and  worked 
from  6.30  or  7.0  a.m.  to  10  or  12  o’clock  at  night, 
most  farmers  did  the  same,  they  were  very  indus- 
trious, 28751-6. — He  had  to  manage  carefully,  most 
people  in  locality  had  to  trust  to  shopkeepers  some- 
times, 28748. — If  farms  were  larger  farmers  would  till 
them  if  they  got  something  to  start  with,  but  it  was 
difficult  to  make  an  up-hill  fight,  getting  credit  for 
everything,  and  paying  £20  to  £100  for  it,  28757— 
Witness’s  case  typioal,  he  sold  stock  at  year  or  year 
and  a half  at  local  fairs,  28803-4. — Local  graziers 
bought  it  'and  strangers,  too,  they  reaped  profits 
while  they  reared  stock,  28805.— Witness  found  it  a 
struggle  to  live,  28806. — He  had  to  go  into  debt,  and 
was  uncertain  whether  he  could  meet  it,  28806. 


Question  of  Industbies  in  Dromore  West. 

No  creamery  in  Dromore  West,  no  industry 
at  all,  except  a little  sale  of  turf,  which  hardly  paid 
Is.  ia  day,  28726. — No  reason  for  not  having  creamery 
it  would  answer  in  district,  farmers  made  butter  at 
EgfJ’  kfor.  6d ■ “ pond  to  local  trader,, 

485 n-i  f°731'2- — Housing  accommodation  bad,  28730 
—Capitalists  afraid  to  invest  money  in  industries' 
those  started  failed,  people  not  enough  advanced  to 
start  co-operative  industries,  28731. -Boot  factory 
started  m Ballina  by  Father  Quiu  and  others,  failed 
lor  want  of  capital,  with  no  one  to  foster  industries 
they  generally  fell  through,  28735-9.— No  creamery 
had  been  a failure,  28734.— .Board  had  not  started 
28737— Failure  of  an  industry  like  the 
“•p,“‘5ts  Mfr"“  fI“"  st“*- 


Cottage  Daibies  and  Creameries. 

Cottage  dairies  attached  to  houses  would  he  an  im 
+halement'  and  W°rld  meet  the  People’s  wants  bette 
? ore^™er7  lf  market  were  found  for  buttei 
market  would  come  if  fostered,  poor  people  sfartin 
an  industry  on  their  own  responsibility  had  no 

mltabf  tb^  28743_5-_jC?ttaSe  dairies  would  be  mor 
suitable  than  creameries  because  grass  lands  were  i- 

mnnM  ^ ^ land  "p  toward 

dl^anC6  #?®at  to  * creamery  in  <*ras 
lands,  so  profit  would  not  be  mucli  on  ac<Wn 

28760^  ^ 

In  one  ease  within  witness’s  ImowlX  ^ere  tW 

he  remunerative,  28764^Cott4e  dairies  ^olvXm 
Jt  °£ly  imPr°ved  the  butter,  28765 

x ^ holders  would  make  double,  28766 Wit! 

two  cows  churning  could  be  done  twic4  a week  th~ 
cows  necessary,  28767-8.  -Butter  sold  .in  rXto  W 
bops,  no  competition,  same  price  of  6 d.  to  7J,d.  pe: 


lb.  everywhere,  price  of  good  butter  reduced  by  the 
bad  quality  of  much  that  was  offered,  best  hnttp 
went  to  market  and  got  the  highest  price,  28769-76  — 
Quality  of  butter  varied  from  different  houses  28773 
—.Creamery  butter  would  be  more  uniform,  28778-1 
Better  price  would  be  obtained  if  difficulty  of  distant 
could  be  got  over,  28779.— 'Cows  would  not  have  to  be 
fed  in  winter  to  keep  up  milk  supply  for  creameries 
28780— There  was  a tendency  in  the  case  of 
creameries  to  send  all  the  milk  to  creamery  leaving 
none  for  family,  skim  milk  from  creamery  was  73 
little  value  as  food,  28781. 


Amount  op  Capital  Necessary  to  Start  Migrants 
on  New  Holdings. 

Fifty  pounds  might  be  necessary  to  start  tenant  on 
new  holding,  it  depended  on  circumstances,  28782  — 
Houses  already  built  on  Hale  Estate,  out-officea 
small,  no  accommodation  for  pigs,  28783-5.— One 
tenant  was  offered  £30  free  grant  and  £25  loan  if  he 
would  build  a house,  good  scheme  to  improve  condi- 
tion of  tenants  if  each  got  loan  of  £25  payable  on 
same  terms  as  purchase  loams,  28786— £50  to  £70 
wanted  .to  stock  farm  of  fifteen  acres  if  tenant  had 
no  money,  28787. — He  would  not  like  to  go  too  deeply 
into  debt,  28788. — 'Two  milch  cows  could  be  bought 
for  £20,  a horse  for  £10  to  £15,  £10  would  be  needed 
for  farm  implements,  £4  for  pigs,  £100  would  be 
wanted  to  stock  farm  if  tenant  had  no  stock  of  his 
own,  28788-91. — Farms  varied,  on  one  of  £5  or  £6 
rent  stock  would  be  four  or  five  oattle,  one  horse,  and 
pigs,  almost  everyone  had  plough  and  harrow,  28792- 
4— Such  a tenant  could  not  start  on  larger  farm 
with  stock  he  had  already  possessed,  there  would  be 
larger  calls  to  meet,  28795. — He  might  get  extra 
capital  needed  at  first  by  letting  balance  of  land, 
better  if  he  had  his  own  cattle  and  laboured  land 
himself,  28796-8. — A man  could  he  successfully 
migrated  if  he  got  loan  on  same  terms  as  purchase 
loan,  men  did  not  want  to  take  more  than  they  could 
meet,  men  who  were  not  industrious  would  not  take 
loan,  28799. — Good  arrangement  to  delay  premiums 
repayable  on  advances  for  two  or  three  years,  28800-2. 


Howley  Estate. 

The  land  was  inferior,  mostly  hog  and  reclaimed 
moor,  and  living  could  not  be  made  out  of  the  hold- 
ings, tenants  agreed  to  purchase  if  sufficient  grass 
lands  were  added  .to  make  holdings  economic,  after 
terms  were  arranged  tenants  murmured  and  appealed 
to  Estates  Commissioners  to  interfere,  result  was 
certain  grass  lands  were  sold  for  distribution,  hut  not 
enough,  tenants’  first  .agreement  fell  through,  final 
'agreement  signed  with  Estates  Commissioners,  28807- 
2°812. — The  estate  was  in  Rathmacurky  division, 
28809. — A mile  or  two  from  Campbell  and  Hale  Es- 
tates, 50  tenants  on  Howley  Estate,  32  got  holdings 
enlarged,  they  received  four  or  seven  acres,  those  of 
fairly  high  valuation  from  £5  got  increases,  those 
from  £5  to  £3  got  nothing,  the  small  occupiers  should 
have  had  first  claim,  28810-11,  28814— Maria  Ken- 
n€dy  got  6 .acres,  Phil  Atkinson,  with  two  acres,  got 
nothing’  he  lived  on  bog  and  had  no  valuation,  28813, 

All  the  grazing  land  was  not  yet  divided,  but 
sale  was  completed,  some  of  the  tenants  refused  to 
sign  agreements,  they  were  decreed  and  forced  to  sign 
by  Estates  Commissioners,  except  one,  a certain  sec- 
tion of  Land  Act  was  put  in  force  against  him,  and 
he  also  was  decreed,  28815-7,  28820— Estates  Com- 
missioners bought  remaining  grass  land  of  365  acres, 
and  had  held  it  three  years,  apparently  they  did 
not  propose  to  re-arrange  it,  28817-20. 


Roads. 

)oo°ads  needed  in  mountains  of  Dromore  West, 


Harbour  Required  at  Poulaheeny 
Harbour  recommended  at  Poulaheeny,  splendid 
natural  harbour,  300  or  400  families  under  £5  or  £6 
valuation  would  benefit,  they  were  fishermen  who 
could  not  live  on  the  land,  they  had  signed  a memorial 
which  wiitness  handed  in,  28821-2. 
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MITCHELL,  Mb.  WILLIAM. 

Uneconomic  Holdings  in  Pabishes  of  Templeboy, 
Skbeen,  &c. 


In  parishes  of  Templeboy,  North  and  South,  Skreen 
and  Dromore  East  and  West,  there  were  twenty-nine 
holdings  not  exceeding  £20  valuation,  128  under  £15, 
142  under  £10,  178  under  £5  ; holdings  above  £20 
were  not  taken  into  account;  there  were  2,175  acres 
untenanted  land  in  same  parishes,  valuation 
£736  12s..  ; on  Camcuil,  a property  under  considera- 
tion of  sale  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  there 
were  thirteen  tenants  with  uneconomic  holdings;  a 
shopkeeper  had  purchased  over  their  heads;  some- 
thing should  be  done  for  the  poor  people ; eight  ten- 
ants on  valuation  of  £10  15s.,  28826-8. 


Compulsory  Acquisition  of  Grass  Lands — Mr. 

King’s  Ranch  at  Templeboy. 

Rural  district  should  be  scheduled  and  the  grazing 
farms  acquired  and  divided,  especially  the  ranch  of 
Templeboy  belonging  to  H.  A.  King.  Mr.  King  had 
lived  in  Australia  for  fifty  years,  a bailiff  or  herd 
took  in  grazing  for  him,  there  were  no  houses  on 
the  land,  the  tenants  had  been  evicted  in  1848  or 
1849,  he  had  no  other  grass  land  and  no  dairy, 
graziers  had  had  the  land  and  could  not  get  rent  fixed 
because  it  was  grass  land,  so  gave  it  up,  it  comprised 
335  acres,  valuation  £227  5s.,  28829,  28833-5,  28841-6. 
The  land  should  be  divided,  but  compulsion  was  necs- 
sarv,  and  should  apply  to  tenants  as  well  as  to  land- 
lords, Ballygrenan  was  four  miles  from  Dromore 
West,  in  applying  compulsion  person  and  circum- 
stances of  land  should  not  be  considered,  only  whether 
it  were  required,  28829-32,  28836-8. — Tenants  evicted 
from  Mr.  King’s  estate  had  emigrated  or  were  living 
on  the  mountains,  descendants  could  be  found,  28829, 
28846. — There  was  other  suitable  grass  land  in  Tem- 
pleboy, 28847-8. 


Effect  of  breaking  up  Grass  Land  on  Cattle 
Trade. 

Breaking  up  of  grass  lands  would  affect  cattle  trade 
hy  increasing  the  number  of  stores,  market  for  stores 
would  not  be  greater  in  Ireland,  28849-50. — Men 
could  fatten  their  own  stores  if  they  had  more  land, 
28851. — Witness  was  a farmer,  he  bought  stores  and 
reared  them.  28853. — Mixed  farming  got  more  out  of 
land,  28854. — Tenants  had  not  the  land  to  fatten 
beasts  at  present,  28855. — Best  market  for  stores  was 
England  and  Scotland,  a market  would  always  be 
found,  there  might  be  diminution  of  market  at  first, 
but  that  would  right  itself,  28856,  28859-61. — Making 
the  most  of  what  the  country  would  produce  was  the 
best  way  of  doing  it  good,  28861. — Witness  had  two 
holdings,  one  120  Irish  acres,  the  other  forty-four 
statute  acres,  he  lived  on  the  latter  and  had  pur- 
chased it  under  the  Act,  28857. — He  kept  stock  till 
it  was  three  years  old,  28858. — Eight  acres  was  worked 
in  tillage  on  the  small  farm,  on  the  other  farm  there 
was  no  tillage  except  what  the  herd  tilled,  28862-7. — 
His  son  was  soon  going  to  the  other  farm,  when 
it  would  be  no  longer  a grass  farm,  28868. — He  did 
not  want  any  additional  grass  land  himself,  28868. — 
If  it  were  for  the  good  of  the  country  he  would  re- 
linquish his  grass  land.  28869. — A fair  price  should 
be  paid  for  grass  land,  which  Government  should  fix, 
28870-1. — If  compulsion  were  exercised  no  one  ought 
to  lose  but  the  State,  should  there  be  profit  the  State 
should  get  it,  28872-5. 


ROUSE,  Mr.  W. 

Land  Act  inoperative  in  Dromore  District — Com- 
pulsory Purchase  advocated. 

Land  Act  had  not  worked  at  all  in  Dromore,  twelve 
•or  fourteen  landlords  in  parish  of  Easkey  and  only 
two  sales  had  been  effected,  demands  of  landlords 
considered  exorbitant,  28878. — Landlords  more 

disposed  to  sell  to  Congested  Districts  Board  or 
Estate®  Commissioners  than  to  tenants,  28879. — In 
most  cases  tenants  had  tried  to  purchase,  28882. — 
Witness’s  reason  for  wishing  to  have  compulsion  was 


ROUSE,  Mr.  W. — continued. 

to  be  able  to  get  land  at  a price  more  nearly  approxi- 
mate to  tenants’  oSer,  28884. — Compulsion  should  be 
applied  to  tenanted  as  well  as  untenanted  land, 
28885. — Only  about  five  millions  a year  available  for 
land  purchase,  28886. — Parts  of  the  district  were 
already  scheduled  as  congested,  but  there  were  even 
smaller  holdings  and  lower  valuations  in  unscheduled 
portions,  28888. 

Condition  of  unscheduled  portions  of  district. 

In  Ballymeny  townland  there  were  fifty-five  ten- 
ants, and  three-fourths  were  under  £5  valuation, 
28889. — Population  of  Ballymeny  was  275,  each  per- 
son would  get  1 acre,  3 roods  to  live  on,  28890.; — 
Some  assistance  should  be  given  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  to  such  small  valuations,  28892. — Aid 
was  given  if  a place  was  scheduled,  28894. — There 
might  be  a Parish  Committee,  there  was  one  at  Rath- 
macurkey  and  Easkey,  28895. — There  was  another 
townland  called  Rathlea  containing  eighty  tenants, 
more  than  half  under  £5  valuation,  some  living  on 
two  and  a half  acres  of  land  ; a third  property  con- 
tained about  50  tenants,  about  half  living  on  farms 
of  a valuation  of  £5  and  under,  very  little  grazing 
land  in  Rathlea,  that  might  be  split  up,  perhaps  300 
or  400  acres,  28896. 

Industries  Needhd. 

The  place  was  very  much  lacking  in  industries,  if 
something  could  be  done  to  foster  industries  and 
give  people  some  little  employment  it  would  be  a 
great  improvement  28897. — Only  industry  at  present 
existing  was  kelp-making,  and  that  was  almost  value- 
less, 28898. — Lace-making  might  be  encouraged, 
28399. — Unlimited  market  for  lace,  28901-2. — No  lace- 
making in  neighbouring  scheduled  area,  28909. — If 
started  there  the  people  in  witness’s  area  would 
benefit,  28910. — Great  number  of  young  girls  in 
locality  had  practically  no  employment  except  to 
emigrate,  28900,  28904-5. 

Fishing  Industry  hampered  by  bad  Pier  Accommo- 
dation— Improvement  of  Natural  Harbour  be- 
tween Rathlea  and  Poulaheeny. 

Fishing  industry  rather  poor  owing  to  very  bad 
accommodation,  there  were  some  piers,  but  they  were 
practically  of  no  use  ; one  very  central  point,  par- 
ticularly good  for  fishing  midway  between  Rathlea 
and  Poulhaheeny  had  a fairly  good  natural  harbour 
which  with  some  expenditure  could  be  made  a beauti- 
ful pier  and  landing  place  for  boats,  28906. — District 
not  scheduled,  that  was  why  witness  referred  to  these 
places  having  such  wretchedly  small  holdings,  28907. 
— They  ought  to  be  scheduled,  28908. 


M'NULTY,  Rev.  PATRICK. 

Evictions  from  King’s  Farm. 

Witness’s  district  and  Tiereragh  generally,  should 
be  an  agricultural  district,  development  of  agricul- 
ture and  apportionment  of  people  to  the  land  should 
be  facilitated ; coming  into  the  district  in  July,  1869, 
on  Bianconi’s  car  witness  heard  from  driver  how 
eighteen  years  ago  he  had  seen  one  morning  twenty- 
six  families  asleep  on  the  roadside1,  having  been 
evicted  the  day  before  from  King’s  farm,  saucepans 
and  things  were  scattered  about  the  road,  in  the  even- 
ing people  had  all  disappeared.  Witness  had  heard 
that  there  were  355  acres  of  land  on  that  farm,  from 
1869,  and  probably  for  twenty  years  before,  it  was 
a grass  farm  from  which  these  people  had  been 
evicted,  and  it  had  remained  ever  since  in  hands 
of  landlord,  children  of  these  families  should  have 
been  sent  back  to  that  land,  28913. — No  tenants  now 
on  land,  28981-2. — People  took  in  cattle  at  so  much 
a head,  for  a long  time  it  was  in  the  hands  of  one 
tenant,  28933. — Managed  by  the  landlord  now  28984. 


Question  of  Purchase  of  King’s  Farm. 

Witness  not  aware  that  any  attempt  had  been  made 
to  buy  farm  from  Mr.  King,  or  whether  he  were  will- 
ing to  sell  it,  28914-5. — Whole  decision  as  to  sale 
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M'NULTY,  Rev.  PATRICK — continued. 

rested  with  landlord,  tenants  could  do  nothing,  28916. 

I*1  manJ  places  in  Ireland  local  people  had  sug- 
gested  to  landlords  sales  which  had  been  carried 
through,  witness  had  been  concerned  in  a very  large 
sale,  as  far  as  tenants  were  concerned  there  was  no 
solicitor  at  all,  sale  carried  through  by  solicitors  hav- 
ing carriage  of  sale,  28917. — Mr.  King’s  property  was 
managed  by  firm  of  Dublin  solicitors,  28918,  28982.— 
No  suggestion  of  purchase  had  been  made  to  solicitors 
only  purchasers  would  be  Estates  Commissioners’ 
28919.— Witness  not  aware  if  attention  of  Estates 
Commissioners  had  been  drawn  to  fact  that  this  land 
might  be  available,  28922.— It  was  not  a scheduled 
area,  28923. — Congested  Districts  Board  could  buy 
land  outside  a scheduled  area,  28924.— Small  occupiers 
all  round  about  obliged  to  send  children  to  America 
just  when  they  were  grown  up,  painful  instances 
where  young  men  and  girls  had  been  obliged  to  go 
away,  28926.  6 

Other  Grass  Lands  available  in  District. 
There  were  other  grass  lands,  about  200  acres, 
available  at  Carrowcullen,  28926-7,  28930.— No  resi- 
dent tenants,  it  had  been  sed  exclusively  for  grass 
for  some  years,  but  in  yeans  gone  by  had  been  used 
entirely  for  agricultural  purposes,  28931.— There 
should  be  some  authority  vested  in  Estates  Com- 
missioners which  would  extend  agriculture  and  keep 
28938  28941  <JriVe“  °ut  of  country,  28934-5, 

Compulsory  Purchase  and  Compulsory  Tillage. 
Landlord  of  those  lands  was  not  getting  £1  a year 
rent,  tenants  occupying  these  districts 

law^loi^TfT1  a,n  acr®  for  ^ by  operation  of 
law,  28936.— If  landlords  would  not  sell  the  land  they 
ZUid+0have  buy  lt  C01?pulsorily  from  the  judicial 
PRoan*  ’ w°<.°ther  way  3,9  far  as  witness  was  concerned, 
„™,7,W!tne1SS  was  prepared  to  apply  compulsion 
not  only  to  landlords  but  to  tenants,  28941.— The 
land  was  naturally  intended  for  tillage,  but  people 
had  to  go  to  America  because  they  had  no  employ- 

Eld  he94mnd289+5"6-'-^Wut?fa  wished  that  there 
SSv  ™ode^te-sized  holdings  on  which  people 
could  live,  then  they  could  remain  at  home  and  have 
“there  were  in  district  at  present, 
S ;r?bl^10n  such  an  extent  of  grafs  land 
S-  tba  tillage  was  pushed  out  of  the  country, 

give  a~Ld  ade^  ftlUedi 100  °r  even  60  acres 
afiorded8no  S °f  eTnPloyment,  at  present  farms 
28947  employment,  no  one  living  on  them, 

* ^WelYe  acres  of  land  was  quite  suffi- 
cient  to  maintain  a family ; family  living  on  ten 
^ ^ for  the  State  than  four  or  five 

or  ten  bullocks,  28448.— People  driven  from  the  place 

theemountafn  .them  to  live  to  the  slums  of 

Tf  JT^a!n  ,b;y  extension  of  grazing  farms,  28960.— 
100  wild 

atwn»  Hmi  conditions  on  which  to  farm,  but 
at  same  time  would  submit  to  -justice  28961  6 oi.+„ 

hind  the  old  and  infirm,  28953.  * y it  be- 

ON  A LARGE  SCALE  WOULD  NOT 

w”  r1? 

-S  t™oteierf  th  7J,IoVab“” *“ 

2? 

differ™”  Lm  a very 

Owing  to  climate  and  t large  scaIe-  28956-7.— 
labourers  might  find  on  aa-J!!*11  e?.ployin®  many 
neither  dismiss  them  or  keen  them  itbat  be  could 
Facilities  for  purchai' ZJ V” 28958-9.- 
who  tilled,  then  to  tenants  of  flven  to  tenants 
residents,  28961-3.— State  had  Cklass>  and  then  to 
from  tillage  system,  28964.—  Irish  ra^T®  ^dvai,tage 
mg  owing  to  strong  able  wa?  degenerat- 

28965. — Practical  encouragement  avin^  the  country, 
by  the  State  in  Australia^  28966  WqS  glven,to  tillage 
needed  in  Ireland,  28967  Same  sort  of  thing 


M'NULTY,  Rev.  PATRICK — continued. 

Small  Occupiers  obliged  to  till  in  order  to  im 

Sm^l  occupiers  could  not  take  to  grazing  u,„ 
must  till  the  land,  in  order  to  live  on  it  2896R 
Very  littie  staU-feeding  done  in  l&S^gSRt 
off  and  cattle  allowed  to  eat  it,  some  who  had  gr£ 
lands  would  not  even  cut  the  meadow  for  purpose  of 
feeding  cattle  during  winter,  they  would  leave  a fi  li 
of  meadow  standing,  and  if  winter  was  ,«4  S 
would  let  cattle  on  it  to  save  labour,  28970. 

Agricultural  Instruction. 

County  Council  had  employed  an  agricultural  in 
structor,  28971. -Intelligence' "of  peoplf  awakened  a 

good  deal,  but  not  much  practical  result,  28972 

Some  men  who  had  land  were  quite  capable  of  carry- 
ing out  any  system  pointed  out  to  them,  they  should 
be  encouraged  to  malce  their  holdings  demonstrations 
cally  28973  t7’  ^ htU°  g°°d  cultivation  practi- 

Extint  to  which  condition  op  farmers  could  be 
improved  without  enlargement  of  holdings— 
Class  of  land  in  neighbourhood. 

Room  for  improvement  in  rotation  of  crops 
22SL  ,m  T diainage  and  improving  homesteads, 
28974-6.  —Land  m this  part  of  district  re- 
quired simple  cultivation,  and  drainage  would  be 
of  great  service,  it  was  good  land  as  a rule,  but  some 
portions  would  never  pay  for  cultivation.  28977.— 
Land  from  here  to  Ballina  was  cut-away  bog  re- 
claimed, 28978. — Such  land  would  not  pay  for  hired 
labour,  it  was  only  that  people  had  to  be  doing  some- 
thing, 28979.— Comparatively  good  outlet  for  tenant’s 
28980r  °DCe  hlS  imPr0V6ments  were  secured  to  himself. 

Decline  of  Fishing  Industry— Training  necessary 

for  its  Revival — Plenty  of  Fish. 

part  of  the  country  bordered  on  the  sea, 
splendid  fishing  ground,  but  no  accommodation,  there 
used  to  be  a number  of  boats  along  the  coast,  none 
at  all  now;  in  Portavad  on  Ballysodare  Bay,  where 
there  was  a nice  safe  harbour,  there  were  forty 
boats,  when  cathedral  at  Ballina  was  being  built, 
m 1828,  a great  deal  of  stone  was  quarried  in 
Dromard,  and  taken  in  boats  up  River  Moy  -to  ground 
where  cathedral  was  built,  that  was  before 
the  Famine,  28986. — In  1845,  twice  as  many  men  were 
engaged  m the  fishing  on  the  Irish  coast  as  now. 
plenty  of  fish  m the  bay  if  there  were  only  proper 
means  of  capturing  them,  28987.— Plenty  of  fishing  in 
toligo  Bay,  boats  came  from  Isle  of  Man,  but  there 
were  no  local  boats,  28989. — Fishing  required  very 
special  training,  men  must  be  accustomed  to  it  and 
to  the  sea,  28990. — Population  declined,  and  industry 
dwindled  at  time  of  Famine,  28991.— Industry  never- 
recovered,  witness  had  received  letters  from  people 
whose  parents  had  had  boats  and  who  imagined  there- 
was  some  property  to  settle,  for  twenty  miles  along 
the  coast  fishing  business  was  entirely  killed,  28992.— 
Witness  had  hoped  that  people  would  take  to  the  sea 
■*“»  and , that  ’f  would  receive  its  due  share  of 
attention  along  with  agriculture,  28992.— There  used' 
te  be  immense  catches  of  herring,  28994.— Herrings 
still  there,  28955.— About  three  years  ago  there  had 
been  doubt  about  it,  men  came  over  from  the  other 
Sld®  of  County  Sligo,  the  Donegal  side,  and  fished 
with  other  boats,  they  found  .they  were  driving; 
through  shoals  of  fish,  people  commenced  by  selling 
•“““  at, 60s-  1,000,  and  ended  at  7s.  6 d.  per 

J.,UUl),  when  buyers  got  what  they  wanted  they  did 
not  go  further,  28996. — Congested  Districts  Board 
dcoc  ™ad®  , seventy-four  loans  amounting  to- 
ib2o  16s.  10 d.  for  small  boats  in  Sligo,  there  were  a 
tew  in  witness’s  own  locality,  28997.— They 

extended  from  Ballysodare  to  Dromore  West,  about 
twenty-five  miles  of  coast  line,  28998.— Training  was 
absolutely  necessary  before  fleet  could  be  greatly  en- 
larged, people  would  not  go  at  present  into  a boat 
oonmay.at  fishing  as  they  would  if  properly  trained, 
onnnn  £nyl  aPphcation  had  been  freely  acceded  to, 
caUUU.  Boats  had  come  from  other  parts  of  the  West 
of  Ireland,  from  Isle  of  Man,  and  even  fronr 
.trench  coast  to  fish  in  Sligo  Bay,  20001.— Witness 
was  not  aware  that  Donegal  boats  ever  came,  -29003-4.- 
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Absence  of  means  of  Locomotion. 

People  were  put  to  considerable  inconvenience  lor 
want  of  locomotion,  not  the  slightest  public  means 
of  transit  except  a one-horse  car,  people  marketing 
their  produce  lost  three  days  by  the  journey  to  Sligo 
and  back,  they  had  to  start  at  two  or  three  o’clock 
in  morning  and  had  to  stand  in  the  market,  and 
come  home  the  following  night,  terrible  inconvenience 
and  danger  to  life,  witness  had  heard  of  three  or 
four  accidents,  29005. — The  new  railway  would  do  a 
great  deal  of  good,  29006. 


GILLIGAN,  Mb.  P.  J. 

Condition  of  holdings  in  Aughris — Eaenings  sent 
from  America — Purchase  and  re-striping  of 
holdings. 

Twenty-nine  tenants  on  townland  of  Aughris,  six- 
teen tenancies  in  rundale,  three  tenants  had  holdings 
of  eight  different  plots,  witness  had  five  plots,  over 
a mile  between  some  of  these  plots,  29008. — People 
wanted  Congested  Districts  Board  to  buy,  29009. — 
Landlord  had  been  approached  and  had  offered  them 
5s.  on  first  term  rents,  and  3s.  6 d.  on  second  term 
rents,  29010. — Average  bid  was  6s.  for  the  whole 
townland,  it  was  in  trustees’  hands  at  the  time,  and 
they  could  not  improve  their  offer  there  was  a place 
where  crops  had  been  destroyed  by  spray  from  the 
sea,  people  could  not  live  on  the  land  but  for  money 
they  got  from  their  children  in  America,  29011.— Sons 
went  to  America,  nothing  for  them  to  do  at  Aughris, 
very  often  witness  got  £30  or  £40  annually  from  his 
family  in  America,  29012-3. — Very  difficult  thing  to 
purchase  land  in  rundale  as  it  was  at  present,  there 
was  a grass  farm  at  Garraduff  of  eighty  acres,  if 
there  was  any  addition  to  holdings,  people  would 
feel  inclined  to  purchase,  29016,  29029.— Rundale  not 
increasing,  29019.— Better  if  Congested  Districts 
Board  or  Estates  Commissioners  would  buy  the  land 
and  re-stripe  it,  29020. 


Fishing  Industry. 

They  had  a small  pier  at  Aughris,  before  it  was 
erected  there  had  been  a very  good  salmon  fishery, 
£18  to  £21  made  per  man  for  three  years  in  succes- 
sion, paying  all  expenses  of  fishing  gear,  29014. — 
Then  came  a failure  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years, 
year  after  year  it  declined,  fishing  for  nothing  at  all 
at  the  finish,  then  the  people  ran  short  of  boats, 
29021.—- Witness  got  his  boat  from  Killala,  29022.— 
People  always  bought  their  own  boats,  29023. — 
"Witness  had  a share  in  two  boats  until  the  last  few 
years,  29024. — Any  amount  of  herring  still  about  the 
□ay,  but  people  had  neither  boats  nor  nets,  29025, 
-29030-1. — Herrings  came  in  every  year,  witness  had 
never  seen  better  signs  than  during  last  two  years, 
29032. — There  were  boats  to  hire  quite  convenient, 
but  it  was  not  convenient  to  get  out  on  the  bay  except 
on  a very  calm  day,  29033-4. — A few  young  fellows 
could  be  got  to  go  out,  but  witness  did  not  believe 
they  could  continue,  29035. 


MELVIN,  Mr.  T.  P. 

Negotiations  foe  sale  of  Me.  King’s  Farms  at 
Templeboy. 

Ranch  at  Templeboy,  property  of  Mr.  King,  of 
Australia,  had  been  in  the  hands  of  a firm  of  Dublin 
solicitors,  there  were  negotiations  for  sale,  solicitors 
made  an  offer ; some  of  the  tenants  resided 
in  Dromore  West,  and  some  in  Templeboy, 
they  refused  to  buy  unless  Ballygrenagh  and 
other  ranches  or  farms  were  subdivided  among 
them  and  sale  fell  through,  29039,  29041-2,  29044.— 
Mr.  King  had  tenanted  land  as  well,  29040. — 
■solicitors  made  no  offer  of  untenanted  land,  not 
much  trouble  about  price  if  they  got  lands  for  5s. 
m the  pound  immediate  reduction,  29045.— Only  a 
'question  of  splitting  up  these  lands,  witness  was  not 


MELVIN,  Mr.  T.  P. — continued 
a tenant  on  that  property,  but  had  been  appointed 
to  represent  tenants  before  Commission,  29046. 

Garryduff  Farm  derelict — Hostile  attitude  of 
people. 

There  was  a farm  at  Garryduff  owned  by  Mr. 
Beatty,  of  Inniscrone,  lying  derelict,  no  man  would 
bid  for  it,  29047,  29049. — People  would  not  send 
their  cattle  there  to  graze,  29052,  29055-8,  29077. — 
Close  beside  it  were  about  forty  small  holdings  under 
£5  valuation,  29048. — Mr.  Beatty  had  tried  to  sell 
by  auction,  but  people  were  opposed  to  this  sale  inas- 
much as  they  expected  it  to  be  carried  through  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Commissioners 
in  accordance  with  Mr.  Wyndham’s  Act,  29053. — 
Farm  had  been  a sort  of  accommodation  farm  to 
tenants  in  the  line  of  grazing,  there  was  a herd 
who  managed  the  farm,  took  in  their  cattle, 
and  received  the  grazing  money  or  rent,  29059. — Up 
to  twelve  months  ago  small  occupiers  on  margin  sent 
their  cattle  to  graze,  paying  so  much  a head,  29057-8. 
Land  was  sometimes  overstocked,  29060. — Then  it  was 
proposed  to  sell  the  two  divisions  in  two  plots,  when 
the  people  would  have  been  excluded,  29061.  29063. — 
Sale  was  abortive,  29062. — If  it  had  been  carried 
•through  land  would  have  passed  permanently  into 
private  hands,  29064. — And  possibility  of  having  hold- 
ings enlarged  would  have  disappeared,  29065-6. — 
People  intervened  in  time  and  appointed  men  to 
speak  to  Mr.  Beatty,  29067. — Strangers  buying  would 
have  been  made  uncomfortable,  29068-9. — Mr.  Beatty, 
seeing  that  auction  fell  through,  did  not  press  sale  to 
surrounding  people,  but  Estates  Commissioners  had 
since  sent  a man  to  examine  the  land  and  see  what 
it  would  be  worth,  29070-1. — If  Estates  Commissioners 
bought  it  they  would  make  the  land  available,  and 
people  would  be  satisfied,  29073.— Not  known  whether 
sale  would  take  place,  29074. — During  period  of  un- 
certainty surrounding  men  had  left  the  land  severely 
alone,  29075-7. 


Amount  of  Grazing  Land  in  Ballygrenagh. 

Very  little  heard  about  grazing  ranches  in  Tireragh, 
whole  barony  of  Tireragh  could  be  classified  as  one 
grazing  ranch,  29078. — There  were  1,100  acres,  in- 
cluding rough  sides  of  mountains,  in  Ballygrenagh, 
it  had  been  stated  that  there  were  only  300  acres, 
none  of  it  tenanted  land,  one  portion  was  claimed, 
but  the  man  would  not  go  into  court,  which  proved 
there  was  no  proper  tenant,  29079.— If  he  were  a 
tenant  he  would  be  entitled  to  get  fair  rent  fixed, 
29084. — There  were  600  acres  of  good  land,  29080.— 
And  a lot  of  rough  pasture,  very  suitable  for 
small  farmers  along  mountain  side,  29082. — 
Some  of  the  land  not  suitable  for  tillage, 
but  would  come  in  conveniently  for  the  peoplje 
of  southern  Templeboy  district,  it  was  not  tenanted 
when  Wyndham  Act  was  passed,  29083. 


O’NEILL,  Mr.  J. 

Tenants  in  Caminil — Refusal  to  acknowledge  new 
Landlord — Tenants  willing  to  furchase  hold- 
ings PROVIDED  THEY  GOT  SOME  GRASS  LAND. 

Witness’s  landlord  was  at  present  Mr.  Cuffe,  before 
.1902  it  was  Mrs.  Grace  Middrie,  then  Messrs.  Fenton 
and  Lyons  acted  as  agents,  auction  was  held  of  house, 
furniture,  and  farm  implements  in  May,  1902,  Mr. 
James  L.  Cuffe,  of  Aclare,  took  place  for  grazing 
purposes  immediately  after,  in  the  beginning  of  1904 
agents  wrote  to  tenants  offering  their  own  holdings 
for  sale,  tenants  would  not  accept  terms,  as  grass 
lands  had  been  reserved,  and  finally  said  they  would 
abide  by  decision  of  Congested  Districts  Board  or 
Estates  Commissioners,  Board  replied  that  they  were 
attending  to  matter,  all  went  well  till  some  time  in 
1905,  when  tenants  were  told  by  agents  that  Mr. 
James  L.  Cuffe  was  their  landlord,  and  that  all  rents 
from  29th  September  would  be  due  to  him,  form  sent 
to  tenants  to  fill  up  acknowledging  Mr.  Cufle  as 
landlord,  which  they  refused  to  sign,  29086. — Tenants 
did  not  know  the  law,  29096. — They  were  decreed  for 
rent  as  result  of  refusal,  29097. — They  had  not  been 
asked  to  sign  form  before  purchasing,  29097a. — There 
were  thirteen  tenants,  nine  had  land  with  total  valua- 
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fcion  of  less  than  £11,  on  these  nine  holdings  there 
were  forty-five  people,  29086. — The  people  did  not 
buy  direct  from  landlord,  because  they  wished  to  get 
addition  to  holdings,  29087. — There  was  a good  deal 
of  grass  land  which  belonged  to  Mrs.  Niddrie, 
which  Mr.  Cuffe  had  bought,  29088-9. — There 
was  a mansion-house  used  as  a police  hut  at 
present,  29090. — It  could  be  used  in  a different  way — 
a doctor  had  applied  for  loan  to  get  a mansion-house 
built,  it  would  be  very  suitable  for  him,  29099. — If 
public  board  intervened  it  would  be  important  to  have 
means  of  disposing  of  mansion-house,  it  would  take 
away  a good  deal  of  purchase  money  and. instalments 
could  be  met  more  easily,  29100. — Mr.  Cuffe  had 
more  grass  lands  there,  29091. — He  had  cattle  of  his 
own,  29092. — No  use  to  try  to  buy  from  Mr.  Cuffe, 
it  would  make  no  difference  to  a man  with  a 5s. 
valuation,  29094. — Tenants  would  be  willing  to  buy 
holdings  if  they  got  some  grass  as  well,  29095. 


MARLEY,  Mb.  PATRICK. 

Conditions  or  Life  on  Witness’s  Farm. 

Farm  of  fifteen  acres  bought  from  Sir  Malby 
Crofton  in  1847,  29102-3. — Tenant-right  had  been 
bought,  29104. — Very  hard  to  live  on  small  spot,  poor 
men  paying  very  dear  for  it,  29106. — Witness  kept 
a few  cows  and  tilled  part  of  holding,  29107. — He 
got  oats,  roots,  meadow,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  man- 
golds, 29108. — About  three  acres  under  tillage,  29109. 
— The  rest  was  grazed,  29110. — Witness  kept  two 
two-year-olds,  two  cows,  and  a couple  of  calves  and 
a horse  he  could  not  feed  more,  29111-3. — He 
had  three  sons  with  him  and  two  daughters,  the  rest 
were  in  America,  29115-6. — They  could  not  live  on 
holding  if  it  were  not  for  America,  29117-8. — One  son 
helped  with  farming,  the  others  were  at  school, 
29119-20. — He  could  manage  farm  himself  with 
assistance,  and  they  had  to  get  in  men  according  to 
the  work,  29121. — If  they  got  an  enlarged  holding  the 
younger  sons  would  be  kept  at  home  to  help,  witness’s 
family  was  young  at  present,  but  when  they  got  older 
and  saw  that  they  could  not  live  at  home  they  would 
go  away,  29122. — If  there  were  anything  in  the  line 
of  these  ranches  going  witness  ought  to  get  a di  vision 
so  as  to  keep  his  sons  at  home  and  stop  emigration, 
29125-7A. — Landless  man  could  not  be  more  in  need 
than  the  man  who  already  had  a patch,  but  the  head 
of  a family  whose  holding  required  enlargement 
should  have  a prior  claim  to  witness’s  son  so  long 
as  the  son  was  youthful  and  could  go  abroad,  29128- 
30. 


ROBINSON,  Me.  RICHARD  ST.  G.— continued. 

New  Lettings. 

Few  new  lettings  made  by  Board  in  Sligo;  none 
by  Estates  Commissioners ; if  new  occupier  had  not 
enough  capital  to  stock  farm  he  would  be  driven 
temporarily  to  sub-letting,  29151-2. 

Migeants. 

Migration  of  strangers  from  a distance  would  be 
resented  by  occupiers  in  neighbourhood,  29153.— -Some 

of  whom  were  on  uneconomic  holdings,  29155. Grass 

lands  proposed  for  sale  were  mostly  in  hands  of 
judicial  tenants,  29156. — Dealing  with  tenants  a deli- 
cate matter,  29157. — Best  for  public  authority  to  first 
enlarge  uneconomic  holdings  in  neighbourhood,  29159. 
— Residents  would  still  object  because  they  wanted 
the  grass  lands  for  themselves,  29160,  29164. — In  dis- 
cussing sale  with  tenants  witness  had  made  clear  that 
owner  could  not  guarantee  what  Estates  Commis- 
sioners would  do  with  land,  29153,  29161-2. — Not  un- 
natural for  tenants  to  take  all  precautions  to  prevent 
introduction  of  strangers,  29163. — Tenants  on  estate 
in  Galway  recently  sold  to  Estates  Commissioners 
would  not  have  agreed  to  buy  if  73  tenants  on  con- 
gested estate  in  same  townland  had  been  included, 
29165. — Tenants  in  congested  districts  would  not 
migrate  to  a distance ; migrant  would  require 
house,  offices,  fencing  and  capital  to  stock 
farm,  total  cost  would  be  about  £300,  29165 
29166-73. — Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  people  would 
have  enough  agricultural  knowledge  to  work  new 
farms  if  land  were  same  quality. 


Restrictions  proposed  on  bight  of  Selling  Tenant 
Interest. 

Migrant  should  not  be  allowed  to  sell  his  tenant’s 
interest  till  he  had  been  five  years  in  occupation;  he 
got  interest  free  and  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
him  selling  it  and  making  profit,  29165,  29174-6. 


Land  available  fob  Migration  purposes. 

Sufficient  land  could  be  obtained  by  voluntary  pur- 
chase at  fair  price ; estate  of  2,400  acres  of  good 
arable  land,  excluding  bog  and  rough  land,  being 
offered  within  next  few  months ; would  not  be  sold 
if  Estates  Commissioners  did  not  give  fair  price, 
29165,  29177-8. — All  in  Sligo  except  400  acres,  29179- 
— All  grass  land,  29180. 
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Price  that  should  be  given  for  Land. 


Size  of  an  Economic  Holding. 

In  Sligo,  if  land  were  divided  for  enlarging  hold- 
ings, enough  should  be  given  to  rear  three  or  four 
cows  and  their  calves  till  year-olds,  with  sufficient 
meadow  and  tillage  for  a man  to  work  with  own 
family ; area  required  would  depend  on  quality ; 
holding  with  a valuation  of  £12  or  over  would  be 
economic,  but  the  more  a man  got  the  better,  29131-2. 


Reasons  for  sale  of  Cattle  as  year-olds. 

Calves  sold  as  year-olds  because  they  fetched  hit 
price  then,  29133. — Few  farmers  fattened ; they  cou 
if  they  went  in  for  tillage,  but  that  did  not  pa 
29134-6.— Tillage  might  pay  with  dairying;  catf 
could  not  be  fattened  without  tillage  or  artifici 
29137. — No  reason  why  it  should  not  be  don 
29138.— More  profit  in  selling  year-olds  than  tw 
year-olds,  29140— £8  2s.  6 d.  paid  for  yearling  ; go 
two-year-old  bought  for  £11;  only  £3  difference  f 
extra  year’s  keep  ; £4  necessary  to  repay  outla 
etc.  ; £12  must  be  paid  for  two-year-old  in  order 
make  a profit,  29144-51  —Two-year-olds  £1  5s.  dear 
tins  year  than  for  many  years  past,  29146— Beef  frc 
wiTi  oo?ithT  Ar|entine probably  four  years  ol 
29141,  29143— In  England  and  Scotland  11-yea 
?lds  Stalls  and  came  out  as  two-year-ol 

fat,  29142. — Average  price  of  yearling  £7  to  f 
29145,  29204— Good  ones  fetched  up  to  £9  5a  2920 
—Average  price  of  two-year-olds,  £10  10s.  to  £1 


Basis  of  price  of  land  should  be  1£  times  the 
valuation  with  option  to  owner  to  make  appeal;  it 
was  fair  in  some  cases,  in  others  did  not  cover  value- 
of  land,  29181,  29214. — Owner  should  then  get  capital 
sum  which,  if  invested  at  3£  per  cent.,  would  yield 
net  income;  net  receipts  often  not  a fair  basis  for 
selling  value ; owner  sometimes  employed  labour,  for- 
sake of  giving  employment,  in  making  permanent  im- 
provements, or  be  might  have  insufficient  capital  to- 
keep  land  fully  stocked ; lastly,  but  not  least,  many 
lands  were  boycotted,  29214. — Some  on  properties  for 
which  witness  was  land  agent,  29218. 


Compulsory  Powers  unnecessary,  but  if  granted- 

THERE  SHOULD  BE  A COURT  OF  APPEAL. 

Compulsory  powers  quite  unnecessary,  if  granted’ 
there  should  be  independent  Court  of  Appeal ; in  no- 
case should  fixing  of  price  be  left  to  Estates  Com- 
missioners or  Board,  29181. 


“ Backstairs  ” Compulsion. 

Estates  Commissioners  as  it  was  unfairly  used  great 
deal  of  “backstairs  compulsion,”  29181,  29195,  29342. 
— They  wrote  to  one  estate  saying,  “I  am  also  asked 
to  suggest  that  if  evicted  tenant  is  reinstated  it  may 
facilitate  in  arranging  terms  for  the  sale  of  estates 
to  the  tenants,”  that  was  a disgraceful  suggestion, 
29182-6. — As  a fact  estate  in  question  was  demesne 
land  offered  for  net  income  of  what  tenant  farmers 
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paid,  which  was  less  than  the  owners  made  out  of 
it  29187. — Paragraph  did  not  refer  to  price,  it 
should  never  have  been  written,  29189-91,  29193-4. — 
Owners  willing  to  sell  at  fair  price  without  such  a 
paragraph,  29194. 


Boycotting  and  Agitation  at  the  mere  mention  of 
Compulsory  Sale. 

Compulsory  powers  would  lead  to  boycotting  and 
agitation,  mere  mention  of  it  had  done  so  already 
in  County  Sligo  and  adjoining  county,  29195.— Nego- 
tiations for  sale  to  tenants  would  stop  if  grass  lands 
■were  compulsorily  taken  for  migrants,  29196.— Mr. 
Bryce,  in  his  speech  introducing  present  Commission, 
referred  to  compulsion,  saying  Commission  would  lead 
up  to  it ; since  then  one  of  the  quietest  districts  in 
the  country  had  been  very  disturbed,  29195,  29197- 
200. — County  Sligo  had  always  been  quiet  except  a 
small  portion  of  it,  29201.— It  was  affected  by  speech  ; 
thought  Commission  was  leading  to  compulsion  and 
wanted  to  force  owners’  hands,  29202-3. — If  there  were 
proper  Court  of  Appeal  witness  would  submit  to  com- 
pulsion though  he  would  not  like  to  part  with  his 
estate,  29204.— Compulsion  should  not  be  given  at 
all,  it  was  a greater  evil  than  congestion,  29313-6. — 
Plenty  of  land  to  be  got  without  it,  29317. — Landlord 
had  a right  to  his  own  property,  29318-9,  29324, 
29328-31. — Different  thing  taking  land  by  compulsion 
for  railways  ; owners  were  well  paid,  29320-1,  29325. 
— Living  was  certainly  more  important  than  quick 
transit,  but  cases  were  not  parallel,  29323,  29325. — 
According  to  Estates  Commissioners  present  valuation 
owner  would  get  nothing  for  occupation  interest ; 
owner  must  be  compensated,  29327,  29329. — Though 
compulsion  might  be  right  in  New  Zealand  and  Aus- 
tralia it  was  not  necessarily  so  in  Ireland  ; there  was 
an  element  of  compulsion  in  Labourers*  Act ; no  one 
knew  yet  how  it  would  work,  29332-6. — Witness’s 
view  not  modified  by  fact  that  Board  had  already 
certain  compulsory  powers,  29337-9. — If  occupying 
tenant  were  compulsorily  expropriated  he  was  very 
well  paid,  29341. 


Effect  on  Cattle  Trade  on  breaking  up  of  Grass 
Lands. 


Breaking  up  of  grazing  land  would  be  disastrous  to 
cattle  trade  ; small  farmers  would  not  feed  cattle  to 
two  and  a half  years  or  older  ; area  of  holdings  too 
limited  and  artificial  food  necessary  which  they  could 
not  afford,  and  which  would  be  unprofitable ; ten- 
dency would  be  to  raise  more  young  cattle  for  sale  at 
year  to  year  and  a half,  when  they  fetched  better 
price  in  proportion ; existence  of  creameries  fostered 
this  practice  ; if  large  graziers  were  banished  there 
would  be  no  market ; Twenty-two  graziers  in  County 
Sligo  who  fed  3,500  to  4,000  cattle  a year  and  3,300 
sheep  mostly  bought  in  local  markets  ; during  four 
leading  fairs  in  Collooney  last  year  two  banks  paid 
out  over  £62,400,  chiefly  to  dealers  ; small  local  men 
brought  cash  in  hand,  so  that  the  £62,400  did  not 
represent  anything  like  the  total  amount  which  really 
changed  hands  29204-6,  29208-10.— A few  two-year- 
olds  were  exported  and  some  l^-year-olds,  29212. — 
Graziers  bought  year-olds,  1J,  and  23-year-olds ; small 
cattle  on  mountains  seldom  sold  under  2£  to  3 
years,  exclusively  bought  by  graziers,  29213.— Small 
farmers  did  not  breed  sheep,  except  in  one  barony,  so 
that  cutting  up  grazing  land  would  mean  reduction 
in  number  and  price  of  sheep,  29213. 

Breaking  up  of  all  Grass  Lands  would  eventually 
increase  Congestion. 


Agricultural  farm  to  keep  a family  must  be  at  leas 
twenty  acres  (Irish)  fairly  good  land  of  mixed  quality 
to  carry  five  cows  and  their  calves,  giving  three  acre 
to  image  ; many  occupiers  of  holdings  of  £15  to  £2 
u0Ii’  but,  only  usehl1  in  one  line,  would  find  i 
ci  to  °.n  without  assistance  of  large  farm 
ciX?’  W£,lle  bolder!\of  waller  farms  of  genera 
SBt-SS  ^ae  g00di  Hving  ; thirty  to  fifty  acre 
farmc  -y’i  clayey  S01*  the  most  uneconomic  of  al 
, '10lders  on  Poor,  wet  farms  added  to  incom 
&«trMlng  facilities  on  larger  grass  farms 
th“s  sis K regultatedc  by  market  Price  of  stock 
and  filby  wp1I?ter  fe£edlng  added  much  to  valu 
arrio^r,  °f  ho-me  farm  ’ owners  of  large  farm 
anxious  to  let  grazing;  it  involved  less  risk  am 


ROBINSON,  Mr.  RICHARD  ST.  G.— continued. 
capital ; occasional  grass  farms  therefore  necessary 
and  useful  to  small  holders  ; large  grass  farms  stocked 
by  owners  themselves  caused  sharp  local  demand  for 
young  stock  not  fit  for  shipping  ; producers  of  young 
stores  would  suffer  without  that  demand ; no  use 
talking  of  home  fattening  on  poor,  small  farms; 
where  large  farms  were  divided  care  should  be  taken 
to  leave  large  grass  farms ; occasional  grass  farm 
helped  to  relieve  congestion ; many  grass  lands  unfit 
for  holdings ; doubtful  if  peasantry  of  uniform  hold- 
ings would  prosper ; best  attempts  to  relieve  con- 
gestion in  that  way  would  fail ; large  grass  farms 
would  never  pay  and  would  deteriorate  if  broken  up 
and  put  into  hands  of  small  holders  ; migration  which 
might  relieve  congestion  in  one  part  would  increase 
it  in  another ; with  better  education  and  commercial 
prospects  no  young  Irishman  of  ability  would  settle 
on  a few  acres  while  better  conditions  offered  abroad ; 
better  to  aid  and  encourage  industrious  people,  leav- 
ing lazy  and  idle  to  learn  from  them ; State  was 
always  providing  for  latter  and  driving  capital  and 
energy  out  of  the  country,  29336. 

Importation  of  Canadian  Cattle. 

Importation  of  Canadian  cattle,  etc.,  should  be 
strongly  opposed  owing  to  risk  of  disease,  and  because 
it  might  lower  market  value  of  young  stock  and 
finished  cattle ; it  would  also  increase  demand  for 
grass  lands,  and  therefore  letting  value  of  grass  land 
must  be  taken  account  of  in  estimating  price  of 
land,  29213. 

Tillage  did  not  pay  so  well  as  Grass  Farming. 

Tillage  not  so  paying  as  grass  farming,  29213. — 
Tendency  for  small  farmers  to  till  as  little  as  pos- 
sible ; they  would  not  increase  quantity  of  tillage 
with  increased  holdings,  29206. — Figures  of  a leading 
firm  of  corn  merchants  and  millers  showed  how  pro- 
duction of  oats  had  fallen  off  in  Sligo ; in  1883-4, 
5,096  tons  of  oats  purchased  ; in  1884-5,  3,927  tons  ; 
1885-6,  3,148  tons ; 1905-6,  365  tons ; export  of  oats 
showed  same  decrease ; total  exports  of  Sligo  Steam 
Navigation  Co.,  1884,  10,157  tons;  1885,  7.522A  tons; 
1886,  7,886 ; 1899,  605  tons  ; 1900,  40  tons ; 1904,  60 
tons  ; 1906,  56£  tons  ; 1906,  18  tons,  29213-4. 


Rents  on  Small  Holdings  well  paid,  except  on 
certain  Estates  where  Political  Agitators 
were  at  work. 

Small  rents  well  paid,  except  where  political  agi- 
tators tried  to  get  tenants  to  refuse  to  pay,  29218-9, 
29287-9. — Small  holding  was  as  good  security  to  the 

State  for  purchase  as  the  large  holding,  29250-2. 

Some  of  the  rent  came  from  America,  29253. — Agi- 
tation pretty  had  in  some  places ; it  went  in  rings ; 
took  place  on  some  estates  witness  managed,  29221-5. 
— Tenants  had  refused  to  pay  rents  ; no  steps  taken 
yet ; it  was  hoped  they  would  have  the  sense  to  pay ; 
they  usually  paid  in  November,  29227-35..— Tenants 
had  not  bought  because  they  wanted  to  fix  their  own 
price,  29236-7. — Refusal  to  pay  rent  had  occurred  on 
four  adjoining  estates  in  Connaught,  one  of  the  four 
m witness’s  hands,  29242-5.— Agitators  told  tenants 
not  to  buy  unless  they  got  land  at  certain  price, 
29246-7. — Landlords  offered  liberal  terms,  29248. — 
Tenants  would  have  dealt  with  them  straight  off, 
29249. — No  rent  nor  taxes  nor  rates  paid  in  Inish- 
murray,  that  was  hardly  an  estate,  29254-5.— Hold- 
ings very  small ; making  poteen  chief  industry,  29256. 
— It  was  seven  miles  from  mainland  and  they  could 
see  police  coming;  magistrate  could  not  try  them 
till  they  were  caught,  29257-8.— Land  bad  and  light ; 
no  harbour  for  fishermen  to  land,  29259-61. 

Increase  of  Income  and  Powers  of  Congested 
Districts  Board  suggested. 

Congested  Districts  Board  did  excellent  work;  no 
Government  department  could  do  as  well  29261 
29272-4,  29290.— Board  had  very  competent  staff’ 
29274-5,  29250-1,  29297. — It  would  be  a public  blunder 
to  abolish  the  Board,  29261,  29290.— Income  and 
powers  should  be  largely  increased  and  work  of  Parish 

Committees  improved  and  extended,  29261,  29310. 

Success  partly  due  to  popularity  of  officers,  29276!— 
The  Board  should  have  power  to  deal  with  tenants 
vi°m,\ng  ?sta1tes,  purchased,  not  only  with  migrants, 
difficulty  m dealing  with  migrants  as  well  as  in 
purchasing  land,  29311-2. 


2 it 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


ROBINSON,  Mr.  RICHARD  ST.  G .—continued.  M'LOUGHLIN,  Mr.  J. 


Suggestions  as  to  authority  for  maintenance  of 
Drainage  in  Connaught. 

Drainage  system  throughout  Connaught  should  be 
taken  charge  of  by  Board  ; new  proprietors  unlikely 
to  strike  maintenance  rate;  they  had  refused  in 
Dromore  district  in  1903,  29261. — Up  to  passing  of 
Land  Purchase  Acts  cost  of  maintaining  arterial 
drainage  schemes  'borne  by  landlords ; work  now 
lying  derelict,  29262-3. — 1,000  acres  of  drainage  done 
in  Dromore  in  the  “forties’  ’ ; since  then  when  damage 
was  done  there  was  a Drainage  Board  which  entrusted 
contractor  with  work  and  struck  rate  to  pay  cost  of 
repairs,  29264. — Drainage  Board  consisted  of  landed 
proprietors  constituted  under  Act  of  Parliament, 
29265-7. — After  Purchase  Acts  Board  of  Works  wrote 
to  witness  to  call  meetings  of  proprietors,  which  he 
did  ; tenants  who  purchased  refused  to  have  anything 
to  say  to  it;  County  Council  could  be  called  on  to 
take  over  drainage,  29268. — Board  would  carry  out 
work  better,  and  if  necessary  should  be  given  com- 
pulsory powers  to  strike  rate,  29269-70,  29279. — It  was 
necessary  work  and  would  not  interfere  with  Board’s 
popularity,  29271,  29277. — County  Councils  had  enough 
to  do  to  keep  roads  in  order,  29278. — Best  way  would 
be  for  Board  to  have  power  to  compel  County  Council 
to  strike  rate  for  drainage  purposes  and  then  for  the 
County  Council  to  hand  it  over  to  the  Board  to  see 
work  was  properly  done,  29282. — Necessary  to  have 
some  authority  to  take  place  of  landowners,  29283, 
29286. — In  cases  of  subsidiary  drainage  arrangement 
formerly  made  with  tenants  was  that  each  should  do 
his  portion,  29234.— After  Act  of  1881  landlord  had 
not  power  to  make  tenants  fulfil  agreements  29285. 


Congested  Districts  Board  preferred  to  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Witness  would  rather  deal  with  Congested  Districts 
Board  than  with  Estates  Commissioners,  29292. — He 
had  sold  one  estate  to  Board  and  thirteen  to  Estates 
Commissioners,  or  at  least  sold  them  direct ; four  or 
five  in  process  of  sale ; only  three  of  above  inspected 
aud  portion  of  one  conveyed,  and  that  was  to  Board, 
29293.— Two  bodies  doing  same  work  must  clash; 
they  never  competed  to  witness’s  knowledge ; Board 
not  doing  much  in  Sligo,  29294-5.— Easier  to  come  to 
terms  with  man  who  knew  his  business ; many  of 
Estates  Commissioners  did  not,  29299-300.— Opinion 
based  on  knowledge  of  their  prices ; no  danger  of 
ineir  being  extravagant ; everyone  found  difficulty  in 
agreeing  with  them  as  regards  price,  29301-4.— Wit- 
MSB  hod  little  knowledge  el  Estates  Commissioners' 
fo”dctI  wi“t  he  '"d  i,e“rd 


Landlords’  Improvements. 

Letter  from  Major  O'Hara,  Lieutenant  ol  tin 
County,  m which  he  said— On  liis  property  in  forme- 
times  a stag  of  men  was  kept  and  estate  steward,  wh< 
made  and  kept  up  roads  and  fences  on  tenants’  hold 
ings ; steward  advised  as  to  best  use  to  be  made  o 
farm ; many  roads  still  kept  up  ; tree  planting  al 
ways  done  by  landlord  ; orchards  planted ; money  bor 
rowed  for  drainage  still  being  repaid  ; houses  built  fo: 
traantsm  many  cases;  in  parts  where  holdings  wen 
small , field  kept  for  accommodation  to  graze  yourn 
stock  ; when  there  was  talk  of  sale  of  property  tenant 
warned  owner  to  keep  land  in  his  own  hands  for  thei 
use,  29343. — Work  done  chiefly  by  Major  O’Hara’ 
f “dt?3cle,  *nd/*tlMr.  29344. — hold  Hmlech  also  di, 
a f j de51’  fn4  many  landlords  spent  money  makim 


Documents  put  in  by  Ur.  ®.  St.  O.  Eobinso 
A.~Sule,  of  Tenants’  Interests  on  Co noeetej 

*-3223  snav  Sssr*. 


County  Sligo.— Statistics  of  Population,  Area, 
Valuation,  &c.  ^ 

Population  of  Sligo  in  1841,  180,886,  in  1901 
84,083,  area  of  county,  452,356  acres,  74,508  under  til- 
lage, 237,536  acres  pasture,  76,078  acres  plantations 
120,819  acres  waste,  11,815  acres  under  water,  13  491 
agricultural  holdings  in  County  Sligo,  mean  valuation 
£13,  in  1906  total  rateable  value  £214,216.  emigrants 
from  May  1st,  1851,  to  December  31st,  1905,  num- 
bered 79,829,  in.  1905,  792,  in  1900,  1,544,  29352.— 
1899  a bad  year,  and  depression  caused  more  emigra- 
tion, 29353-4. — In  1905  migratory  labourers 

169  landholders,  725  not  landholders,  899  went  to 
England  and  'Scotland,  17  to  other  parts  of  Ireland 
29354. 


Total  Number  and  Sizes  of  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings— Expenditure  on  Poor  Relief,  &c. 

Of  13,491  agricultural  holdings  in  Sligo  3,511  under 
£4,  5,605  £4  to  £10,  1,817  £10  to  £15,  860  £15  to 
£20,  704  £20  to  £30,  472  £30  to  £50,  320  £50  to  £100; 
201  over  £100,  896  holdings  not  exceeding  one  acre 
in  1905,  1,422  1 to  5 acres,  5 to  15  acres  5,492,  15  to 
30  acres  4,495,  30  to  50  acres  1,574,  50  to  100  acres 
782,  100  to  200  acres  302,  200  to  500  acres  123,  above 
500  acres  37,  29361. — Expenditure  on  poor  relief  year 
ending  September,  1905— 'Sligo  Union  Is.  7 |d.  in  tlie 
£1,  Tobercurry  Union  Is.  10 £0.  in  the  £,  average  num- 
ber of  persons  in  workhouse,  1905 — Sligo  448,  Tober- 
curry 103,  29361. 


Number  of  Holdings  Sold  Under  Act  of  1903  and 
under  Previous  Acts. 

Nineteen  estates  sold  in  County  Sligo  from  1st  No- 
vember, 1903,  to  31st  March,  1906,  8 in  congested  dis- 
tricts, 29354,  29357. — 536  purchasers,  800  holdings, 
including  278  in  congested  districts,  29357.— 
800  purchasers  under  Act  of  1903,  .as  against  1,200 
under  previous  Acts,  not  encouraging,  29358,  29360.— 
99  per  cent,  of  tenant  farmers  anxious  to  buy  at  rea- 
sonable price,  29359-60. — Purchase  operations  accele- 
rated under  Act  of  1903,  29361. 


Amount  of  Untenanted  Land  in  South  Sligo. — 

Decline  of  Population  in  Certain  Districts. 

Ballintogher  East  Electoral  Division  included 
1,252  acres  untenanted  land,  owner  W.  J.  Griffiths, 
valuation  £135  in  townland  of  Kilkerry,  population 
of  Kilkerry  fell  fell  from  241  in  1881  to  183  in  1901, 
was  .in  Sligo  Union,  near  Dromahair,  29361-2. — In 
townland  of  Sleshwood  374  acres  untenanted,  owner 
Mr.  O.  Wynne,  valuation  £25  10s.,  Mr.  Wynne  had 
£15,000  advanced  by  Estates  Commissioners  for  sale 
of  demesne  at  Hazlewood,  he  had  not  sold  whole  of 
property,  had  number  of  grazing  farms,  29362-3. — 
Ballintogher  West  Electoral  Division,  included  1,913 
acres  untenanted  land,  exclusive  of  194  ■acres,  Castle- 
dargan  mansion  house  and  demesne  occupied  by  Mr. 
Hosie,  29364-8. — iBallin skill  Electoral  Division  in- 
cluded 522  acres  untenanted  land,  valuation  £211, 
population  fell  from  5,712  in  1881  fo  4,359  in  1901, 
demesne  of  'Castle  Neno  not  included,  29368-9.— Bal- 
Jisodare  East  Electoral  Division  included  377  acres 
untenanted  land,  valuation  £266,  rich  land  used  for 
grazing,  population  888  in  1881,  in  1901  677,  29369.- 
Ballisodare  West  Electoral  Division  included  694 
nor®  untenanted  land,  mostly  occupied  by  Mr.  C. 
v-  ®'?ara>  100  acres  held  in  Straamstown  by  Mr.  A. 
■Sim,  there  was  a strong  rumour  that  he  was  ready  to 
sell  at  a reasonable  price,  29369-77.— Population  fell 
from  850  in  1881  to  712  in  1901,  29377.— Bricklieve 
Electoral  Division  (included  411  acres  untenanted 
ilr  ®^3>  owners  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth  and 

Mr.  Creighton,  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth  lived  20  miles 
away  population  in  1881  668,  in  1901  499,  29377-81. 

Coiiooney  Electoral  Division  included  2,505  acres 
untenanted  land  in  occupation  of  Mr.  Cooper,  ex- 
cluding Markree  demesne,  valuation  £927,  consider- 
■abie  portion  consisted  of  game  preserves,  public  ex- 
cluded from  touching  it,  29381-5,  29389.— There  was 
a deerpark  as  well,  29386-8.— Demesne  comprised 
497  acres,  valuation  £400,  29392.— Hares,  rabbits, 
pheasants, _ partridges,  etc.,  on  game  preserves,  29393. 
^p^tion  of  Collooney,  2,018  in  1881,  1,287  in 
T9U1,  29393-5. — No  evictions  on  estate  of  2,505  acres, 
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M'LOUGHLIN,  Ma.  J. — continued.  • 
population  Lad  no  prospects,  so  emigrated,  29396. — 
Game  preserves  were  there  when  population  was  high, 
29397.  Drumfin  Electoral  Division  included  385  acres 
untenanted  land,  population  937  in  1881,  792  in  1901, 
land  not  mountain,  29411-3. — Kilmackowen  Electoral 
Division  included  365  acres  untenanted  land,  valua- 
tion £371,  population  1,709  in  1881,  1,363  in  1901, 
29413. — Knocknarea  Electoral  Division  included  953 
acres  untenanted  land,  excluding  demesne  of  Mr.  J. 
F.  Walker,  valuation  £738,  population  1,207  in  1881, 
978  in  1901,  29413. — In  Lisconney  Electoral  Division 
there  were  four  large  farms  of  good  quality  un- 
tenanted, farm  of  271  .acres  in  Doorly,  valuation 
£189,  owner  Miss  Cooper,  same  lady  owned  farm  of 
226  acres  in  Lisconny,  valuation  £171,  farm  of  128 
acres  in  Lisruntogh,  valuation  £84,  owner  Dr. 
Tweedy,  farm  of  289  acres  in  Spotneld,  valuation 
£129,  owner  Mr.  R.  A.  Dilke,  29413. — Riverstown 
Electoral  Division  included  un ten  anted  farm  of  161 
acres  at  Ardcumber,  valuation  £100,  owner  Mr. 
Phibbs,  29413 


Emigration  from  Collooney. 

Emigration  due  to  distress  after  harvest  of  1879, 
when  there  was  no  change  in  land  laws  to  benefit  the 
people  and  root  them  in  the  soil,  29398-9. — Holdings 
were  small,  29400. — Dwindling  of  population  en 
abled  remainder  to  live  on  land,  most  stalwart  and 
intelligent  emigrated,  29401. — Valuation  of  farms 
was  £20  to  £1,  29402-3. — The  labouring  men  had  to 
emigrate,  29404-5.— Holdings  not  evacuated,  old 
people  remained,  29410. — Bone  and  sinew  of  youth 
went  to  foreign  countries,  their  labour  paid  the  rent, 
it  was  not  taken  out  of  land,  29411. — There  was  .a 
country  town  at  Collooney,  29439. — Townspeople  had 
very  little  land,  it  would  not  be  included  in  the  45 
out  of  170  holdings  not  exceeding  £4  valuation, 
29440-3. — Very  few  cottages  in  Collooney  with  small 
potato  gardens  attached,  29444. — Emigration  not 
from  the  town,  but  from  the  Electoral  Division  of 
Collooney,  country  round  mountainous,  people  in  the 
town  more  prosperous  than  in  country  round,  rural 
districts  suffered  most,  29445-9. — There  was  some  en- 
coiiragement  in  the  village,  Mr.  Sims  was  an  enter- 
prising man,  and  it  was  a little  manufacturing  town, 
industry  drew  people  from  country  .as  well  as  town, 
development  of  industries  would  be  beneficial  and 
would  tend  to  stop  emigration,  29450-3. 


Question  of  Scheduling  the  Whole  of  Connaught. 

— Migration. 

Entire  province  of  Connaught  should  be  scheduled 
to  relieve  congestion  on  mountains  and  bogs,  Board 
or  Land  Commission  or  State  should  take  over  all 
waste  lands,  29413-5,  29453. — Where  number  of  poor 
peasants  were  on  holdings  under  £4  some  two  should 
be  taken  up  and  put  on  waste  lands,  leaving  one  in 
possession  of  what-  would  then  be  an  economic  hold- 
ing, 29416. — (Best  way  was  to  schedule  the  whole, 
poverty  extreme  in  some  places  that  were  not  sche- 
duled, 29417-21,  29423. — None  of  above  divisions  were 
scheduled,  29422. — Grazing  farms  put  up  valuation 
above  30s.  standard,  29424-9. — Insufficient  accommo- 
dation in  Connaught  for  migration  of  people  ’n  the 
province,  scheduling  province  would  fie  a step  in 
right  direction,  but  need  not  prevent-  the  people  being 
migrated  outside,  29430-4. — Board  should  get  larger 
powers,  29435.— Parishes  in  Sligo  .as  poor  as  any- 
where in  Ireland,  29436. — If  only  spots  most  requ;r- 
mg  it  were  scheduled  deserving  places  might  be  left 
out,  29454. — Selection  difficult,  29456. — No  room  for 
landless  people  and  farmers’  son9  unless  whole  were 
scheduled,  it  would  save  them  from  emigration, 
29457. — Board  would  be  more  powerful  if  .it  had  some 
compulsory  powers,  29458-9. 


Taking  Over  N on-Res  idential  Grazing  Lands  by 
the  State  for  Enlargement  of  Holdings  and 
Creation  of  New  Holdings  Proposed. 

All  non-residential  grazing  lands  should  be  taken 
over  by  State  and  used  for  enlargement  and  creation 
of  holdings,  29460. — Non-residential  grazing  farms 
were  those  given  up  to  bullocks  and  sheep,  and  no  one 
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living  on  them,  some  people  had  six  or  ten  of  these, 
living  on  one  and  having  the  others  on  eleven  months’ 
system,  residential  farm  was  the  one  lived  on,  29461- 
2. — If  a man  built  a house  on  a non-residential  farm 
and  his  son  lived  in  it,  it  would  then  be  residential, 
many  men  hod  no  sons,  29463-70. — No  one  should 
have  more  than  30  acres,  practical  farmer  would  be 
glad  to  have  as  much,  while  .a  gentleman's  son  who 
could  not  use  a spade  would  nob  be  thankful  for  50 
or  100,  land  was  for  the  people,  29471-4. — If  the  land- 
lord’s son  were  a bona-fide  occupier  he  should  be  left 
undisturbed  whatever  size  his  farm,  different  if  he 
were  put  there  for  bogus  purpose,  29475-80. — Every 
attempt  should  be  made  to  keep  sons  of  farmers  in 
the  country,  land  splendid  crop  land  if  farmers’  sons 
were  willing  and  able  to  make  it  pay,  29481. — -Land 
not  tilled,  because  it  was  in  hands  of  non-residential 
grazier,  poor  people  were  on  the  mountain  struggling 
to  rear  their  families  to  go  .abroad  and  make  money, 
29482. — Two  classes  of  people — industrious,  hard- 
working class  and  idle,  unproductive  class,  29483. — 
Graziers  belonged  to  unproductive  class,  29484. — 
Untenanted  land  should  be  distributed  among  land- 
less people  and  farmers’  sons,  29485-8. — "Whoever  used 
untenanted  land  ought  to  be  purchased  out,  29489. — 
He  would  be  compensated,  29490. — Even  if  a man 
had  acquired  large  grazing  land  to  supplement  his 
tillage  he  ought  to  go,  one  farm  was  enough  for  him, 
29490-1. — Farmers  as  well  as  owners  would  be  af- 
fected, 29492. — If  a shopkeeper  had  bought  a grazing 
farm  with  proceeds  of  his  business  case  would  be  the 
same,  29493. — Shopkeeper  and  gentleman  farmer  were 
dangerous  to  the  country,  29494. — Poor  man  could 
not  touch  land  while  shopkeeper  was  bidding,  the 
latter  might  have  some  land,  but  not  whole  face  of 
country  for  miles,  29495-6. 

Tillage  Paid  Better  than  Grazing. — Proportion 
of  Land  which  should  be  Tilled. 

Witness  a farmer  with  30  acres,  of  which  about 
10  acres  were  tilled,  29497-500,  29503. — Tillage  paid 
twice  as  well  as  grazing,  29501. — Half  of  the  lands 
of  Ireland  should  be  tilled,  29504-5. — Witness  did 
not  till  more,  because  he  could  not  get  labour,  29506- 
7. — Not  one-sixth  of  land  in  Ireland  tilled,  29508. — 
One-third  should  be  tilled,  29510. — No  tillage  at  all 
on  some  farms,  29509. — Mixed  system  of  farming  ad- 
vocated, 29513-4. — Land  should  be  let  out  to  grass 
sometimes,  rough  grazing  wanted  as  well  as  tillage, 
29514-5. — Considerable  portion  would  thus  he  under 
grass,  29516. — If  young  men  could  be  induced  to  stay 
in  country  tillage  on  farms  would  encourage  them 
still  more,  29517. — Easier  to  get  farm  hands  if  they 
were  not  driven  to  America,  29518. — Not  enough 
practical  agriculture  taught,  what  little  there  was  in- 
duced people  to  till  more,  29519-20. 

Reasons  for  Not  Tilling  More  Land. 

Reason  more  land  was  not  tilled  was  because  large 
farms  were  in  possession  of  those  who  preferred  to 
live  an  idle  life  and  were  not  anxious  to  work  or  till 
land,  and  allowed  it  to  drift  to  decay,  people  who 
would  till  had  not  got  the  land,  29521-5. — If  land 
were  broken  up  into  small  farms  it  would  come  into 
hands  of  people  who  would  be  anxious  to  till  it,  as 
that  was  more  profitable,  29526-7. — New  tenants  were 
industrious  class,  and  would  work  hard,  29528-9. — 
Graziers  foolish  not  to  till  land,  they  were  content 
to  see  poor  men  struggling  on  mountain,  so  long  as 
they  were  better  off,  29530-5. — Owner  let  gracing 
farms  on  eleven  months’  system  in  many  cases, 
29534-6. — 11  months’  man  had  no  right  to  till,  29537. 
— System  worked  between  landlord  and  middleman 
grazier,  poor  man  had  no  look  in,  29538. — Middle- 
man real  occupier,  he  let  poor  men  bring  cattle  and 
pay  highest  grazing,  29530. — System  the  block  be- 
tween farmer  and  land,  real  tiller  of  soil  could  not 
get  at  it,  29540-1. 

Tillage  on  a Small  Scale  Might  Pay  Where 
Tillage  on  a Large  Scale  Might  Not. 

Agriculture  on  large  scale  might  be  unprofitable 
when  that  on  small  holding  would  be  very  profitable, 
29542,  29548,  29555. — Many  hands  needed  for  farm  of 
200  acres,  difficult  to  employ  them  on  a wet  day. 
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29543-4. — If  such,  a farm  were  split  up  into  30-acre 
holdings  tillage  would  he  done  by  farmers  themselves, 
employing  a man  or  two,  easy  to  find  employment 
indoors  in  wet  weather,  29545-7. — Class  of  agricul- 
ture that  got  most  out  of  the  land  was  that  of  com- 
paratively small  holdings,  29549-50. — Large  holdings 
never  paid,  small  one  had  profit  on  poultry,  pigs, 
etc.,  family  a hive  of  industry  creating  prosperity 
for  country,  29551. — Tillage  paid  twice  over  when 
done  by  the  farmer,  29552.— Would  not  pay  on  a 
large  holding  where  labour  must  be  paid  for,  29553. — 
Mass  of  people  anxious  to  till  and  make  farm  pay, 
tillage  not  decreasing  because  of  people’s  objection, 
29554. — Plenty  of  50-acre  grazing  farms  in  district, 
29566-7. — It  was  accommodation  land,  and  owner 
was  too  idle  to  till,  29558-601. — 25(hacre  holdings 
treated  similarly,  29561. 


Proposal  to  Create  30- Acre  Farms. 

Witness  proposed  to  create  30-acre  holdings,  29562. 
— People  from  mountains  would  be  put  on  them,  and 
they  would  be  anxious  to  make  them  pay,  29563. — If 
one  farmer  on  the  mountain  had  the  land  now  oc- 
cupied by  three  they  would  not  need  accommodation 
land,  29564-6. — Given  three  farms  of  five  acres  each,, 
with  one  or  two  head  of  cattle  apiece,  and  two  men 
were  migrated,  the  remaining  farmer  would  till  five 
acres,  and  have  ten  for  pasture,  so  would  not  need 
accommodation  land,  29567-71. — Grazing  farm  could 
be  used  more  profitably  by  expert  farmers,  29572. — 
The  50-acre  man  finding  no  beasts  to  take  on  land 
would  till  it  or  take  compensation,  ,and  let  the  man 
who  would  till  have  it,  29573,  29575.— 30-acre  man 
kept  milch  cows  on  his  own  land,  he  could  profitably 
supply  town  and  creamery,  29576.— He  sold  young 
stock,  29577. — Always  a demand  at  fairs,  buyers 
came  from  many  places,  some  from  North  of 
Ireland,  29578-9. — (Buyers  were  graziers,  and  even 
farmers  themselves  bought,  29580-3.— No  fear  of  mar- 
^ere  Were  imPorbati<m  of  foreign 


Effect  on  Cattle  Trade  of  Breaking  Up  op 
Grazing  Farms. 

If  grazing  farms  were  broken  up  there  would  he  a 
mixed  system  of  stock  and  tillage,  which  would  nay 
better,  29584-5. — The  more  tillage  the  less  cattle  could 
be  raised,  and  price  would  rise,  29587.— Much  cattle 
on  grazing  farms  had  been  raised  by  small  holders 
of  district,  29588. — These  would  rear  cattle  on  their 
own  holdings  when  restored  to  land,  29590-2.— They 
did  not  do  it  now,  they  were  not  in  possession.  29591 
of  middleman  would  be  done  away  with, 
+ 93i^faza?f  n.ot  3 nccessity.  hut  ruin  to  the  coun- 
try, 29594.— Profits  would  go  to  small  man,  and 
would  rise  with  start  he  would  get,  29595.— Some 
^ "q“red  he,P  over  interreg- 


Development  of  Sea-Fishing. 

Coney  Island  and  Ballisodare  Bay  sea  fisheries 
shoukl  be  developed  29597-Pier  would  be  useful, 
°“S  jn  , aI!1,s<xIare  Bay  in  poor  condition, 
fishermen  an  deplorable  state,  29598-9.—  People  living 
on  Coney  Island  could  not  get  off  from  mainland  un- 
less tide  were  out,  it  was  not  scheduled,  many  poor 
SrJf-t  ^ ^OO-l.-Departmentfs  intends 
“ot  roac}J  very  poor,  prizes  went 
tomoneyed  parties,  nothing  done  for  the  fishing, 
29603  ^ 3.— Drainage  of  Owenmore  a necessary  work, 


PHIBBS,  Mr.  CHARLES. 

Doobeg  Estate — .Price,  Rental,  &c. 

,,  Wit,1Je.ss,  had  been  a landowner  and  J.P  for  moi 
$*“.  *My  year?’  29606-7. — Residing  in  Tobercun 
district;  he  purchased  Doobeg  Estate  in  LamSdE 
tates  Court  in  1877 ; it  comprised  742  ac?eS  • £ 
acres  were  m his  own  hands,  including  176 Teres  I 
bog , there  were  twenty  tenants  in  1877 ; one  new  or 


created ; rental  then  £190  ; raised  to  £224  on  val 
ation  of  valuer  nominated  by  tenants  in  1876  paarm 
9.— Two  tenants  with  rental  of  £5  sold  interests  r' 
witness,  one  went  to  America,  one  confined  himself  +! 
his  farm  on  Lord  Harlech’s  estate ; witness  nak? 
their  own  prices;  third  tenant  with  rental  of  £l? 
got  into  diBcidties;  witness  bought  his  interest  tor 
£130;  gave  him  back  small  portion  of  holding  Z 
rent  of  £1  10s.  and  helped  him  build  house  ; he^as 
now  a future  tenant;  remaining  tenants  afterward, 
got  judicial  rents  fixed  with  usual  reductions  • w.i 
now,  £156,  29609-12— Witness  paid  £11,000 'tS  S 
fate,  which  represented  23  years'  purchase  of  coSt 
valuation  and  32  years'  purchase  of  poor  law  valh 
estate  bought  subject  to  tithe  and  rent  char!.’ 
of  £23  a year,  29612,  29913—It  belonged  to  absent! 
landlord  and  was  m deplorable  condition;  80  acre. 
soiTS010  tenants  who  had  1)6011  allowed  to  bum 

Witness’s  other  Estates. 

Witness  also  owned  Mullane,  Phibbs  Estate,  near 
Clonacool,  which  was  let  to  tenants,  rental  £120  • 
till  recently  he  had  six  other  townlands,  now  sold 
under  Act  of  1903,  namely,  two  near  Ballymote 
rental  £70;  two  near  Collooney,  rental  £150;  two 
near  Tobercurry,  rental  £220,  29612-3. 

Graziers. 

Graziers  were  the  backbone  of  Western  Ireland ; 
greater  difficulties  would  be  created  by  policy  of 
diminishing  their  trade  than  had  as  vet  been  faced 
29613,  29679. 

Criticism  of  gigantic  schemes  for  Migration  and 
Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Gigantic  schemes  of  migration  and  enlargement  of 
holdings  proposed  were  both  impracticable  and  mis- 
chievous ; most  purchasers  would  not  have  enough 
capital  to  till  or  stock  holdings,  they  would  let  in 
conacre  or  sub-let  and  land  would  deteriorate,  they 
would  then  be  unable  to  pay  (annuities,  and  the 
bad  example  would  tempt  others  to  make  excuses  for 
non-payment,  29613,  29644,  29689.— People  migrated 
by  Board  had  only  recently  been  put  on  land,  29614. 
— Wholesale  migration  could  not  succeed,  29616.— 
Reform  must  be  carried  out  gradually,  29618,  29622  3. 

Witness  in  favour  of  gradual  migration  if  people 
agreed,  29620-1. — Land  required  might  be  bought  up 
if  migration  were  carried  out  very  slowly,  29629.— 
Board  had  already  purchased  some  land  in  immediate 
neighbourhood  and  striped  it,  29631.— Migration 
more  likely  to  succeed  if  carried  out  clowly,  29632-3. 
—Many  landowners  letting  land  on  11  months’  sys- 
tem were  wiling  to  sell,  29634-6.— No  objection  to 
State  buying  it,  29637. — Witness  prepared  to  see 
migration  carried  out  immediately  to  extent  land- 
owners  were  willing  to  sell,  29638.— Voluntary  sale 
ooA7o/,en  dra!?n’  compulsory  purchase  was  extravagant, 
iwooy-4U.— A'o  danger  of  too  rapid  migration  so  long 
29641  3 was  bought  by  voluntary  purchase, 

Deterioration  of  Land  cropped  without  Manure, 
etc. 

Value  of  land  reduced  if  it  was  cropped  without 
manure  and  grazed  without  feeding,  29644-6.— Not 
006.^  feeding  111  country,  grass  land  deteriorating, 
f j.  Could  be  remedied  by  proper  tillage  or 
eedmg  on  it,  29649. — Letting  in  conacre  worse  than 
present  system,  29650-1. — Under  landlord  and  tenant 
system  crops  all  taken  off  land,  no  feeding  of  it; 
a man  given  forty  acres  and  no  capital  must  sub-let 
a;L,a+-year  °.r,  _two  bill  he  got  capital,  29652-4.— 
Situation  would  be  better  if  he  had  some  stock,  29655- 
• ne  land  was  safer  under  grass  than  tillage  on 
tii!  that  bbere  was  no  manure,  29658.— If 

tne  small  holder  sub-let  and  took  in  cattle  it  would 
f -LTmc  oofirnTH^  Present  system  of  large  grazing 
2*60-3— It  faaailt  sufficient  c|pl4j  and 

used  tend  judiciously  it  need  not  deteriorate,  29664. 

lany  examples  of  deterioration  had  come  under 
s notice,  29665. — There  had  not  been  sufficient 
SSL  oniLto  on  estates  purchased  by  Board, 
29666,  29668  -The  289  migrants*  were  not  in  Sligo, 
Tl  Tni.Board  s e3tate  at  Doocastle  and  Chaflpool 

ds  had  been  striped,  mud  fences  erected,  and  men 
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put  on  the  land ; very  recently  at  Chaff  pool,  and 
Doocastle  last  year,  29672-4. — All  grass  lands,  one 
migrant,  the  rest  had  been  migrated  on  same  pro- 
perty, 29675-8. 

.Question  of  Deterioration  of  Land  and  Security 
FOE  PUECHASE  ANNUITIES. 

Security  of  State  in  matter  of  annuities  depended 
on  prosperity  of  land;  annuities  small,  29690. — An- 
nuities secure  if  land  prospered  and  did  not  deterio- 
rate, 29691-2. — Security  doubtful  if  land  deteriorated, 
29693-4. — No  uncertainty  on  bad  land  with  present 
annuities  which  were  5s.  below  second  term  rents, 
29695,  29700. — Almost  all  the  lands  worn  out  and 
passing  from  landlord  to  tenant  under  Act  of  1903, 
29698-9. — Untenanted  lands  had,  no  basis,  there- 
fore less  secure,  29701. — If  land  were  bad  it 
could  only  be  security  to  limited  extent ; State  secure 
even  on  bad  land  if  annuity  were  low,  29702-4,  29707. 
— Tenanted  land  already  twice  over-valued  and  twice 
reduced ; purchase  annuities  were  a further  reduction, 
29706. — Judicial  tenant  had  not  necessarily  been  into 
Court,  but  the  numbers  were  very  small  even  though 
there  had  been  no  inspection,  29708-12. — Wit- 
ness was  surprised  to  hear  that  about  half  of  the 
judicial  tenancies  had  been  fixed  out  of  Court,  29738- 
9. — Tendency  to  settle  out  of  Court  had  diminished, 
29471-2. — 'No  inspection  when  rents  were  fixed  by 
agreement,  29714-6. — If  those  estates  were  sold  under 
Act  of  1903  they  were  within  the  zones  and  there 
would  be  no  inspection ; few  estates  Imd  many  rents 
fixed,  29713. 


Incbease  in  Price  of  Land. 

Occupation  prices  had  risen  in  last  few  years, 
29717. — Landlords  had  given  up  selling,  29718. — Land 
not  more  valuable  in  1902  than  in  1907,  29719. — 
Generally  a reason  for  landlord  inoreasing  price  of 
land,  29720. — Witness  had  agreed  to  sell  his  own 
property  at  20  years’  purchase,  29722. — A landlord 
had  agreed  to  sell  at  20  years  in  1902 ; price  raised 
to  23  years  in  1904 ; it  was  joint  property  owned  by 
witness  and  brothers  ; they  negotiated  with  tenants 
to  avoid  expense  of  partition  ; every  tenant  had  not 
agreed  to  20  years’  purchase ; cost  of  partition  was 
pending ; it  would  take  a less  price  to  save  a lot  of 
costs ; there  was  no  bonus ; witness’s  estate  solvent, 


Deterioration  of  Land  if  worked  with  Insuffi- 
cient Capital. 

Breaking  up  grazing  lands  would  affect  cattle  trade 
and  the  well-being  of  existing  small  holdings,  29735. 
—Unless  tenants  put  on  them  had  sufficient  capital 
they  would  be  driven  to  break  up  land  in  meadow 
and  conacre,  which  would  deteriorate  it,  29736.— No 
danger  if  care  were  taken  to  give  tenant  enough  capi- 
tal, 29737. 

Graziers. 

Cattle  trade  would  be  upset  if  graziers  were  abo- 
they  ,Yere  largest  purchasers  of  1^-year-olds, 
^UO/H-81. — Witness  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  M’Lough- 
OQfino  |tat'gnen,fc,  that  graziers  were  not  a necessity, 
^uoaz-d.— Small  farmer  never  finished  his  stores  him- 

possibJ1  29686*8°^^  1,6  n6Vei  woul<i’  thouSh  it  was 
Effect  on  Cattle  Trade  of  abolishing  Graziers. 

Little  market  for  cattle  if  graziers  were  abolished 
prtce  of  stock  up  to  li,  years  would  be  reduced 
small  fanners  could  not  keep  stock  more  than  a yeai 
they  would  not  thrive  in  confined  area  and  could  n 
he  staN-fed  or  m-fed  as  farmers  knew  nothing 
-ystem  and  had  not  enough  capital  to  adopt  ii 
n?™  ni °n  blly  immature  stores  unfit  for  shi 

^ng,  29742-3  —Cattle  stall-fed  in  Scotland  unsuital 
suitlbll  d’+i  ,29744-7-— F armers  had  never  done  ii 
thercs  Panted  it;  cattle  subject  to  di 

..  ’ anthrax  if  forcing  young  beasts  we 

attempted..  29748-50.-Want  of  skill  the  reason  ; c 
mate  not  unsuitable,  29751-3.— Irish  peasant  had  n 
imormous  housing  accommodation  necessax 
,,  :5-TrFarmer  could  feed  stores  in  summer  witho 
9Q(‘^'fee|i.1I?g>  29756.— Stock  never  put  in  in  winfe 
ti/tu,  15h  climate  milder  than  Scotch  climat. 
scotch  farmers  forced  to  put  up  buildings  while  Iri 
were  not,  29758-61.  B 
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Reduction  of  Tillage — Attitude  of  Farmers. 

Mr.  Doran  thought  small  farmers  would,  or  should, 
till  most  of  their  enlarged  holdings,  and  he  was  a man 
of  great  experience ; witness  thought  people  were 
growing  more  averse  to  tillage  and  were  reducing  it 
and  trying  to  get  holdings  into  grass  ; grass  more 
profitable  and  suitable  to  wet  climate  with,  little 
ripening  sun;  rarely  more  than  three  acres  tilled  on 
small  farm,  usually  less ; theories  and  advice  would 
not  induce  farmers  to  till  to  larger  extent,  29762-70. 
— Conclusion  arrived  at  from  personal  observation, 
29772-7. — Three  acres  of  tillage  now  on  a ten-acre 
farm ; double  that  five  and  twenty  years  ago, 
29778-81. — Witness  did  not  agree  with  Mr. 

M'Loughlin  that  people  were  not  averse  to  tillage, 
29782-3. 

Creameries  helped  to  reduce  Tillage. 

Creameries  in  district,  29784. — Their  presence  re- 
duced tillage;  milk  sold  to  them,  29785-6. — More  til- 
lage, if  done  differently,  would  produce  more  milk ; 
practically  no  mangolds  or  turnips  grown,  29787-8. 
— Mangel-wurzel  had  been  grown,  they  did  extra- 
ordinarily well  in  district,  29797-9. — Creameries  not 
good  for  country,  they  deteriorated  the  calves,  as  far- 
mers did  not  reserve  enough  milk  for  them,  29789-90. 

Calves  injured  by  Creameries  absorbing  too  much 
Milk. 

Calves  could  not  be  reared  without  milk  for  two 
months  or  so,  then  other  things  could  be  added,  oa.tr 
meal  the  best,  29793-4. — Separated  milk  good  if  pro- 
cess was  carried  out  at  home;  creamery  process  ren- 
dered it  hardly  fit  for  use,  29795-6. — Witness  bought 
Limerick  calves  before  creameries  were  started  ; never 
now,  29800. — No  calf  like  that  fed  on  milk,  29801. 

Grass  Land  necessary  for  preservation  of  Milk 

and  Butter  Industry  in  Tobercurry  District. 

Chief  industry  in  Tobercurry  district  was  the  pro- 
duction of  milk  and  butter  and  young  store  cattle  and 
pigs ; grass  lands  necessary  to  keep  this  intact ; (1) 
to  provide  home  market  for  stores  ; (2)  to  enable  small 
farmers  with  capital  to  send  out,  for  summer’s  grass, 
surplus  cattle  and  milch  cows  on  which  they  made 
profit ; moist,  mild  climate  suited  cattle  ; grass  always 
growing  where  land  was  in  heart ; grew  so  fast  in 
January  and  February  last  year  that  witness  stopped 
hay  to  out-liers,  leaving  them  on  grass  alone ; wit- 
ness’s land  differed  from  other  land  in  the  district, 
in  that  at  was  in  heart,  29801. — Cake-feeding  for 
thirty  years  put  it  in  heart,  29802. 

Condition  of  Doobeo  Property. 

Witness  cultivated  50  or  60  acres  and  put  it  in 
heart,  29803. — Cultivation  for  a year  would  put  fal- 
low land  in  • good  condition  ; land  lying  a long  time 
fallow  lost  heart  and  would  not  support  cattle  with- 
out deteriorating ; idea  prevailed  that  it  grew  richer, 
it  did  if  feeding  stuff  were  put  on  it,  even  sheep 
were  beneficial  if  they  were  fed  on  land ; cake  was 
the  most  fertilising,  cotton  cake  the  best,  29805. — 
Doobeg  property  tilled  at  first  partly  because  it  was 
in  unusable  ridges,  partly  to  get  it  into  good  heart ; 
part  tilled  had  been  burned ; no  tillage  for  the  last 
twenty  years  because  grass  paid  better  ; others  found 
the  same ; land  in  immediate  district  broken  into 
conacre,  29806-7. 

Reclamation  would  improve  Land  in  Tobercurry 
District. 

Reclamation  would  improve  land  and  employment 
would  be  provided  if  Board  were  to  undertake  it; 
large  drainage  schemes  would  benefit  land,  especially 
lowering  portions  of  Owenmore  River,  29807,  29903. 

Burning  of  Land  to  force  Crops. 

Land  burnt  tr.  force  crops ; ashes  supposed  to  be 
manure ; fires  were  lit  and  skin  burnt  into  ashes, 
which  were  collected  in  heaps  and  spread  over  soil ; 
clay  not  so  much  burnt  lately,  it  burnt  well,  29808-17. 
— Top-dressing  done  with  ashes ; it  deteriorated  the 
land  so  much  that  it  took  fifty  years  to  Tecover ; the 
surface  was  damaged ; tremendously  good  crop  gob  in 
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that  way,  29818-22.  Witness’s  crop  of  75  tons  of 
mangels  got  by  manure ; he  stall-fed  at  the  time, 
29823. — Land  burnt  had  been  let  by  agent  of  absentee 
landlord  for  conacre,  29825. — Used  for  oats,  sometimes 
for  potatoes  ; sown  immediately  after  burning,  29826- 

7.  — Ashes  put  on  top  of  seed ; burning  gone  out  of 
fashion  now ; witness  had  not  seen  it  for  ten  or 
twelve  years,  29328-9,  29833. 

Cattle-rearing. 

Less  labour  required  for  grass  than  tillage  ; price 
of  labour  had  gone  up  a-third  in  last  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  29830-2. — Witness  finished  cattle  and  had 
tilled  for  that  purpose ; that  sort  of  tillage  did  not 
pay  so  well  as  grass.  29834-9. — Witness  cake-fed  his 
cattle  as  well  or  land  would  deteriorate  ; practice  very 
uncommon  in  Ireland,  29840-1. — When  witness  tilled 
lie  stall-fed  cattle,  fattened  them  ready  for  market 
and  sold  them  in  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  etc.,  29842-5. — 
Some  now  were  fattened,  others  were  sent  to  Dublin, 
29846. — Could  be  fattened  on  grass  with  cake,  29847- 

8.  — Stall-fed  cattle  sold  from  November  to  May ; 

two  year-olds  sold  in  Liverpool  before  now ; bought 
as  yearlings  in  July,  sold  following  April ; that  paid 
very  well ; they  were  double  the  size  and  weight  and 
sold  for  three  times  the  price  for  which  they  were 
bought ; £5  10s.  paid  for  yearling ; £19  got  for  two- 
year-old,  29849-52. — Good  prices  this  summer  with 
cake  and  grass  for  two-year-olds  ; barren  cows  fattened 
after  rearing  calf ; yearlings  sold  in  Dublin,  29853-4. 
— Two-year-olds  fattened  on  grass  not  fit  in  April 
sold  in  July,  29855-6. — One  bad  them  for  different 
time  and  season  now ; those  fattened  in  winter  sold 
in  April,  29857. — Yearling  bought  in  October  would 
be  highly  fed  and  sent  to  England  in  September  or 
October ; some  sold  in  Dublin  last  August  and  Sep- 
tember ; year  and  fourteen  months  old ; killed  and 
sold  by  weight;  mostly  small  and  fattened  rapidly, 
29858-61 ; the  earlier  one  sold  the  better  demand  for 
young  stock,  29862. — £11  10s.  got  for  yearlings  of 
fifteen  to  eighteen  months  ; they  were  done  very  well, 
29863-6. — They  were  all  by  Hereford  bull,  some  out 
Angus  and  mongrels  out  of  Connemara,  29867.— Cattle 
reared  on  dams  for  eight  or  nine  months ; bred  by 
witness  himself ; small  men  could  not  do  the  same ; 
oolen  would  compare  with  those  cattle, 

49869-71.  Cattle  required  a good  range  to  come  to 

and  small  man  had  not  the  necessary  area 

x sSi1,  j-??  <tu  s 

29881,  298m.— Calf  wanted  plenty  of  room  after  it 
was  weaned,  29888-9.— Witness’s  calves  were  out  of 
smaU  Connemara  dams  ; small  man  had  no  such  cows 
OQftvvo  b,lg  °nes  t00,  delicate  for  witness’s  work, 
29877-9.  An  acre  would  feed  a cow  and  calf  on  wit- 
smaller  man  could  not  do  it  on  that, 
2'V&ma]  man  ™usfc  sel1  his  milk  and  make 
profit  from  day  to  day;  could  nob  afford  to  use 
milk  for  calves ; witness  had  never  seen  a small  man 
£2.  h-T  " d',$  29890-4. — He  did  »!i«t  paid  him 
best,  which  was  selling  milk  and  rearing  calf,  29895- 
calvf  weye  mainly  good,  but  not  the  same  as 
those  reared  naturally,  29897-8— Witness  had  got 
p for  yearlings  m Liverpool,  29899-900.— Black 
mrt?rWUSii  suddenly  forcing  animals  into 
C‘If  mlI-W  f™>  firrt  not  K 
subject  to  it , they  were  sometimes  on  grass  and  in 

outdon  newV  eXt™  fTeding  > witness  had  to  put  them 
out  on  new  farm  in  January,  29901-3.  * 

Doobeg  Property — Owners’  Improvements. 
Doobeg  an  example  of  benefit  of  treating  land 
ell,  Landed  Estates  Court  conveyance  purported  to 
S,  indefeasible  Parliamentary  title/ relying  on 
8 fenced,  drained,  reclaimed,  made  roads 
2^OU868’  ont-offices,  and  gate  S 
£6,00°  over  two-thirds  of  which  was  for 
29913  5mPT?IeilientL  an£  gave  employment,  29903-4, 
vl  b°uUght  Produce  °f  country  round 
m townland  when  he  pur- 
cart  now  2991fi  m Wlthout  at  leasfc  a donkey 
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EFiMS. for  tllla8e- g00d  « 

Question  of  improvement  in  breed  of  Live  Stock 
Value  ot  a Stub  Faim  uhbbe  GoyeimZI 

CONTROL.  “ENr 

Small  farmers’  profits  would  he  increased  if  the 
bred  from  better  animals,  good  bulls  kept"  by  witmf-I 
never  used,  system  of  forbidding  man  to  keep  hulk 
for  service  unless  certified  by  Government  might  he 
advantageously  introduced,  stud  farm  under  Govern 
ment  valuable,  useless  under  local  control,  good  boars 
essential,  pure-bred  bulls  in  congested  areas  would 
produce  cattle  for  English  and  Scotch  markets  2991ft 
—County  Committee  in  Sligo  had  done  nothing  in 
district  except  provision  of  a few  premium  bulls  and 
thoroughbred  horses.  Department  should  do  some 
thmg,  29917-21. — St.id  farm  batter  under  Go 
because  they  would  have  .skilled  managers,  local  peoDle 
not  skilled  enough  to  manage  it,  29922-6—  Committee 
of  Agriculture  might  do  it.  29927-8— Advice  of  local 
men  would  assist  managers,  29929— No  objection  to 
local  control  if  proper  men  were  employed,  29930- 
There  were  some  skilful  cattlemen  in  the  county  but 
these  were  the  exceptions,  29932-4— Government  sys- 
tem was  by  examination,  and  the  business  should  he 
done  by  experts,  29935-6— Oats  and  potatoes  in  dis- 
trict very  bad,  due  to  want  of  change  of  seed  and  to 
bad  cultivation,  29937. 

Policy  of  reducing  the  whole  country  to  a dead 
lev£l  of  holdings  only  just  economic. 

Unfortunate  thing  to  reduce  the  whole  country  to 
dead  level  of  holdings  of  £10  valuation,  so  far  as 
policy  was  carried  out  men  must  be  provided  with 
loans  to  work  new  land  or  they  would  meadow  or  con- 
acre,  or  sub-let  it,  and  in  a few  years  it  would  be  run 
out,  and  they  would  be  unable  to  pay  annuities,  it 
would  destroy  competition,  possible  to  carry  out  such 
a policy  if  millions  were  handed  out,  29960,  29962-3. 

- Migration. 

Migration  schemes  difficult  to  carry  out,  most  far- 
mers disliked  migration,  if  better  holding  were  on  dif- 
ferent quality  of  land,  they  would  need  instruction  to 
work  it,  capital  also,  people  in  new  neighbourhood 
would  regard  them  with  hostility  as  intruders,  29937. 
—Absurd  to  suggest  putting  man  into  new  holding 
without  capital,  29938-40— Hostility  due  to  people 
wanting  land  for  themselves,  witness  had  case  in  mind, 
29941-7.  People  on  this  estate  had  already  medium 
sized  farms,  29948— If  there  were  land  available  on 
an  estate,  and  tenants  on  congested  estate  in  another 
area  were  offered  it,  knowing  nothing  about  it,  they 
would  not  go,  29953. — In  case  referred  to  there  was 
a good  deal  of  land  to  divide,  enough  to  raise  hold- 
29954  7 °nd  ^lere  was  ,some  congestion  on  estate, 

Emigration  of  whole  families  as  an  alternative 
to  Migration. 

State-aided  emigration  might  be  tried  for  relief 
oi  congestion  if  more  popular  than  migration,  sons 
.}  SmaT  iannlords  and  professional  men  resorted  to 
t?  an~  ®ma“.  farmers  should  be  given  the  means, 
li  Wiiole  families  were  willing  to  go,  29960-1,  29964-5. 

1 he  young  and  strong  were  rushing  to  America  at 


rfC  ° Wllllng  TO  go,  Z990 

ine  young  and  strong  were  rushing  to 
present,  which  was  deplorable,  if  the  w 
would  go  the  State  might  assist,  29966-74. 


Large  areas  of  land  available  for  purposes  of 

Migration  or  enlargement  of  holdings  if  fair 

PRICE  WERE  GIVEN — PROTEST  AGAINST  COMPU t- 

sory  Purchase. 

Large  areas  of  untenanted  land  available  in  Sligo’ 
ii  -Board  or  Land  Commission  offered  fair  price,  com 
pulsion  only  necessary  if  people  were  to  be  forced  to 
seu  lor  less  than  land  were  worth,  unfair  for  owner 
o was  also  occupier  not  to  be  paid  for  occupation 
Wh-ei!  tenant  became  purchaser  his  valuable 
occupation  interest  would  not  be  wiped  out ; in  1899 
i ness  sold  townland  to  tenants  with  exception  of 
of  *£  A ln  . °Yn  hands,  twenty-five  years’  purchase 
■pi  non  * n ®:flsting  rents  paid  for  tenanted  portion, 
r for  the  six  acres,  as  there  was  a valuable 
limestone  quarry  on  it,  29975— Value  of  limestone 
quarry  would  not  be  calculated  under  compulsion,  it 
was  not  the  role  29976-8— Railway  companies  taking 
land  compulsorily  paid  more  than  fox  land  taken 
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voluntarily,  but  that  was  lor  a public  purpose  by 
■which  owner  of  land  was  benefited,  29979-81. — Price  was 
settled  by  arbitrator,  29982.— In  case  of  land  purchaser 
would  be  buyer  and  also  arbitrator,  29983. — Nothing 
could  justify  compulsorily  taking  land  'rom  one  man 
to  give  to  another,  however  great  the  evil  of  conges- 
tion and  however  necessary  to  put  a stop  to  it, 
29984-91- — Principle  of  compulsion  occurred  m Allot- 
ments Act,  and  Labourers’  .Act,  but  the  holdings 
referred  to  were  all  small  holdings,  29992-5.— Land 
could  be  sold  compulsorily  for  debt  by  Land  Judge  in 
Dublin,  29997.— The  compulsion  applied  in  Australia 
was  on  occupiers  who  had  known  of  the  possibility 
all  along,  and  who  had  not  paid  cash  for  the  land, 
29998-30000. — No  need  to  grant  compulsory  powers 
unless  Parliament  wanted  to  force  people  to  sell  for 
less  than  property  was  worth,  30001.- — Witness  had 
no  reason  to  complain  in  the  case  of  his  dealing  with 
a railway,  they  paid  for  loss  of  rent  and  occupation 
value  witness  did  not  put  it  before  arbitrator,  he 
knew  price  was  fair,  30005-10. — Even  .if  there  were 
an  arbitrator  for  estates  it  would  be  impossible  for 
valuers  to  fairly  estimate  loss,  30011-3. 

Owner  Striping  Lands  and  offering  them  for  Saxe 
BEFORE  APPROACHING  ESTATES  COMMISSIONERS. 

Owners  might  split  up  lands,  put  fair  rents  on 
them  and  offer  occupation  of  them  for  sale',  Estates 
Commissioners  had  refused  in  one  or  two  cases  tohave 
anything  to  do  with  the  properties,  30014-16. — lines 
had  been  exacted  in  some  cases  before  approaching 
Estates  Commissioners,  but  possibly  the  process  was 
not  in  conformity  with  spirit  of  Act  of  1903,  30017-8. 


Method  of  estimating  Fair  Prices  of  Land. 

According  to  witness’s  proposal  of  splitting  up  hold- 
ings no  one  could  get  in  who  did  not  pay  a fine, 
majority  of  people  could  not  afford  that,  witness 
argued  as  to  value  of  land  to  owner,  30030-3. 

Witness  would  like  to  relieve  congestion,  30019.— 
He  did  not  oppose  migration  where  land  was  volun- 
tarily sold,  many  landlords  would  sell  voluntarily  at 
fair’  price,  30024-5.— He  could  not  agree  to  compul- 
sion whatever  the  price,  30025-7. — Estimate  of  price 
could  not  be  left  to  professional  valuer  whose  valua- 
tion was  a mere  opinion  leaning  in  favour  of  his 
employer,  method  should  be  found  of  calculating  mice 
automatically,  one  and  a third  poor  law  valuation 
should  be  taken  as  minimum  income,  with  option  to 
owner  to  prove  that  net  income  during  five  years  pro- 
ceeding was  more,  price  of  estate  should  be  sum 
which  would  produce  net  income  if  invested  at  34 
per  cent.,  1£-  times  the  rating  value  might  occasionally 
represent  more  than  net  income,  but  seldom,  30034. — 
Estates  Commissioners  or  Board  could  not  be  valuers, 
as  they  would  be  the  buyers,  30035-8. — Responsibility 
would  be  on  the  valuation,  30039. — For  occupied 
portion  of  land  net  income  from  tenants  might  be 
accepted,  30040. — Rent  books  showing  income  and  ex- 
penditure for  period  of  five  years  could  be  produced, 
30041. 


LOFTUS,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 


LOFTUS,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 
been  done,  persons  who  were  not  professional,  but 
who  knew  river  well,  thought  £600  or  £700  outlay 
would  keep  river  at  ordinary  summer  level  every  day 
of  the  year,  30043,  30053. — It  rose  at  Kilfree  and 
flowed  out  at  Ballysodare  Bay,  ten  or  twelve  miles  of 
agricultural  land  were  flooded,  the  upper  reaches 
being  in  a congested  district,  it  was  a small  stream 
for  four  miles,  then  assumed  formidable  dimensions 
and  did  the  damage  complained  of,  30044-7. — 
tressing  to  see  flood  come  aown,  it  carried  away  hay 
and  destroyed  meadows  with  mud,  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth 
reduced  rent  on  portion  of  property  on  account  of 
floods,  30048. — Drainage  would  permanently  improve 
condition  of  people  at  no  great  expense,  30049. — 
Riparian  owners  would  not  object,  river  sluggish  and 
mud  at  bottom,  so  silted  with  vegetable  deposits  that 
few  fish  came  up  and  were  hardly  worth  catching, 
30050. — People  had  thought  Government  would  give 
grant  at  a reasonable  rate  of  interest,  30051. — Very 
little  could  be  done  to  improve  district  until  drainage 
scheme  was  promoted,  30052. — There  were  certain 
obstacles  in  river,  a rock  at  Collooney  was  the  key 
to  situation,  channel  there  would  obviate  difficulty, 
30053,  30063. — Owners  of  disused  eel  weir  might  claim 
compensation  if  drainage  were  carried  out,  30053. — 
Flooding  had  been  going  on  from  time  immemorial, 
getting  worse  every  year  as  deposits  increased, 
30054-5. — Flood  come  from  higher  ground,  where  it 
was  a congested  district  and  damaged  lower  land  that 
was  not  congested,  turning  economic  holdings  into 
uneconomic,  waters  had  no  free  flow  into  lower 
reaches,  and  that  effected  upper  portion,  30056-8. — 
Two  miles  were  in  congested  area,  thickly  populated 
for  ten  miles  each  side,  30059. — Question  very  im- 
portant, 30060. — River  did  immense  damage  toj-irge 
portion  of  County  Sligo,  ‘it  rose  in  Boyle  (No.  2) 
Rural  District,  and  flowed  through  Tobercuriy  and 
Sligo  to  Ballysodare,  attempts  had  been  made  to  get 
it  drained,  in  1847  drainage  district  formed  and 
plans  prepared  by  County  Surveyor,  8,000  acres  to 
be  benefited  at  cost  of  £7,000,  Government  spent 
money  advanced  for  relief  works  in  other  ways  be- 
fore scheme  could  be  carried  out;  in  1872  Grand  Jury 
employed  County  Surveyor,  he  estimated  £18,000 
to  drain  area  of  3,000  acres,  it  fell  through  for  want 
of  co-operation  of  some  of  the  landowners,  Mr.  Kir- 
wan,  the  new  surveyor,  might  give  estimate  now, 
in  August,  1904,  meeting  held  at  Ballymote  passed 
resolutions  asking  for  free  Government  grants,  re- 
questing Board  and  Department  to  co-operate  to 
carry  out  work,  replies  received  from  the  two 
Boards  saying  they  had  no  funds,  flood  in  summer 
months  meant  damage  of  £16,000,  persons  affected 
were  aggrieved  that  Government  gave  nothing  to 
them,  while  giving  grants  to  other  parts  of  Ireland 
towards  which  Sligo  contributed,  Board  of  Works 
should  be  authorised  to  send  engineer  to  make  plans 
and  specifications,  and  save  promoters  the  expense, 
Department  had  said  scheme  must  be  initiated  by 
Drainage  Board  under  Board  of  Works,  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  said  Chief  Land  Inspector  should 
be  sent,  30061. — Mr.  Carroll  was  sent,  and  made  a 
report,  30062-3. — Department  should  make  free  grant, 
and  the  people  would  then  organise  a Drainage  Board, 
30064-5. 


General  opinion  in  favour  of  scheduling  the 
whole  of  Connaught. 

Witness  had  lived  in  congested  districts  all  his  life, 
and  knew  what  congestion  meant,  and  the  necessity 
for  relieving  it,  the  reason  for  general  opinion  that 
all  Connaught  should  be  scheduled  was  that  there 
were  just  as  poor  people  in  non-congested  areas 
whose  valuation  was  raised  by  larger  holdings  in 
district  and  who  were  aggrieved  that  nothing  was 
done  for  them,  30043. 

Necessity  for  Drainage  of  Owenmore  River — 
Damage  done  by  Floods. 


Migration. 

Difficulties  in  the  way  of  migration  would  disappear 
if  tackled,  it  must  be  judiciously  done,  pace  would 
develop  itself,  30065-7. — Uneconomic  holders  in  neigh- 
bourhood should  be  the  first  to  be  attended  to  in 
dividing  large  farms,  30068. — No  difficulty  if  family 
were  migrated,  Irish  attached  to  their  homes,  but 
would  move  if  they  had  inducement,  30069. — Nothing 
more  required  than  to  take  them  from  a worse  posi- 
tion and  put  them  in  a better  one,  30070. — Credit 
for  tenant  right  of  previous  holding  would  go  to 
establish  man  in  new  holding.  Board  would  add  some- 
thing as  a free  grant  or  loan,  30071-2. 


Owenmore  River  badly  needed  drainage,  fitful  and 
subject  to  periodic  overflow,  which  did  incalculable 
damage,  evil  influence  felt  for  four  or  five  miles  on 
each  side,  great  damage  in  summer;  when  rainfalls 
occurred  ten  years  ago  agitation  concerning  drainage 
of  the  river  was  begun,  there  was  correspondence  with 
Government  and  deputation  to  House  of  Commons, 
deputation  received  by  General  Sankey,  President  of 
Board  of  Works,  he  refused  to  send  inspector,  surveys 
made  in  1847  too  costly,  so  fell  through,  nothing  had 


Objection  to  merging  Congested  Districts  Board 
in  Estates  Commissioners. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  the  affection  of  the 
people,  undesirable  even  to  change  its  name,  30073. — 
Putting  work  in  a new  Government  department’s 
hands  would  affect  temper  of  people,  and  make  work 
more  difficult,  30074-5. — Estates  Commissioners  could 
be  allowed  to  operate  in  Connaught  if  modus  vivendi 
could  be  established,  but  things  would  run  more 
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smoothly  if  left  to  Board,  30076-7.— Board’s  hands 
should  be  strengthened,  30077. — Disadvantage  in  hav- 
ing two  bodies  d-oing  same  work,  30078-9. 

Supervision  required  on  Grazing  Farms  when 

ARRANGEMENTS  WERE  MADE  TOR  BENEFIT  OF  TENANTS. 

Estates  Commissioners  took  over  large  farms  to 
give  accommodation  land  to  surrounding  tenants, 
beautiful  grass  farm  taken  over  for  that  purpose  at 
Carrigans,  near  Ballymote,  £200  paid  as  compensa- 
tion to  a tenant,  who  had  it  for  one  and  a half  years, 
purchase  money  apportioned  among  tenants  to  their 
satisfaction,  rule  laid  down  that  no  cattle  should  be 
grazed  on  it  from  1st  November  to  1st  May,  date 
changed  to  15th  November  to  suit  market,  after  the 
first  15th  November  six  or  seven  tenants  sent  in  their 
cattle  in  spite  of  rule,  supervision  necessary  to  pre- 
vent breach  of  rules,  arch  offender  processed,  County 
Court  Judge  gave  decree  against  him.  and  witness 
arranged  that  he  should  pay  according  to  winter 
grade  and  number  of  cattle,  but  could  not  get  the 
money,  witness  wrote  to  Land  Commission,  who  said 
each  of  the  tenants  interested  had  right  to  take 
process  against  offenders,  30079-80. 


QUIN,  Rev.  B. 

Action  of  Congested  Districts  Board  Hampered 
by  Existing  Laws,  Economic  Advantages  of 
Purchasing  Estates  En  Bloc. 

Congested  Districts  'Board  effected  many  improve- 
ments, but  their  actions  were  hampered  by  existing 
laws,  facilities  under  Act  of  1903  not  generally 
availed  of,  no  movement  by  landlords  to  sell  en  bloc 
consequence  was  that  Board’s  properties  were  ,iso- 
lated,  and  they  could  not  carry  out  general  schemes 
such  as  drainage  of  Owenmore  River  or  River  Moy 
which  did  great  damage  to  country,  making  of  roads’ 
3008?’.  30101.— Large  sum  spent  on 
road  to  Daghloon,  which,  af  continued  through  neigh- 
w™  property  to  county  road,  would  be  If  polio 
utility  and  could  be  maintained  by  the  county,  ex- 
penditure partly  wasted,  beoause  only  one  landlord 
• + ?d’  ^ neighbouring  properties  could 
not  interfered^  with,  purchase  of  estates  cn  bloc 
distribution  of  turbary,  as  that  on  a 
neighbouring  estate  was  sometimes  nearer  a tenant, 
nd  consequently  more  valuable  to  him,  saving  would 
£5“^®  m distribution  of  untenanted  land, 

,at  opposite  end  of  estate  to  land, 
SSw  ^ butl0.r  only  VossiUe  by  simultaneous 
muTtw?  T ^Pding  properties,  for  all  these  rea- 
m ^ d ^°U  d h®  em Powered  by  Act  of  Parlia- 

SiScd^ca^^  T-  6quitable  terms  e-11  Linds  re- 
quired to  carry  out  improvements  on  scientific  and 
economic  basis,  30082,  30088-9. -Simultaneous 
^ase  of  estates  by  Board  would  not  lead  to  Board 
being  landlord  for  a length  of  time,  it  simply  meant 
buyk  a Ijironp'rf>f  P^rcbasinS  isolated  spots  they  should 
90  — iJlc  ?fv>y  3”d  lts  surrounding  properties,  30089- 

™ raLSfi 

30i09.P  purchase  estates  in  any  province, 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

alS%  £ir<’2utonfit°  “""P^ton,  "tough  land  lad 

sgg&sggp 

tenants  waited  tor  passinTof  Act^Sf  pumW, 
at  23  years’ 

Act  was  passed,  30082.  Sed  by  landlords  after 

Son^nurs-o  „„HB  Whom  0I  ^ 

*5*  mm* 

301.08 — Present  syltem  of  JllSt<id”laJ'  30082’ 
BrancMeld  poorer  flan 
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yet  not  scheduled,  while  the  latter  we™  +v  , 
digontent,  and  want  of  confidence  in 

Migration  of  Large  Landholders  Less  Pns~ 
than  Migration  of  Small  Tenants.  ° T 
Lange  landholders  of  100  to  300  .acres  shonM  l 
migrated  to  rich  lands  of  midlands,  less  e<Ste  te1” 
migrating  smaller  tenants,  grazing  plain.  ™Jd  5 
remain  m grass,  targe  farms  left  tacS, 
divided  among  remaining  tenants  to  en  W 15? 
holdings,  few  housese  need  be  built,  as  uSn™f 
holdings  were  mostly  adjacent,  large  fmS^KTS 
object  to  migrating,  provided  he  got  a toivil  i 
30082  30091-3,  3010£7._N<>  attempts  M w?1^' 
m Sligo,  30104. — Board  did  not  enS. 
beyond  £10  valuation,  Estates  CommissiSLs  htdS 
grasped  the  evils  of  congestion,  they  sometimes 
larged  up  to  £40  even  on  estates  with  m«rS\ni? 
nomic  ho  dings,  .and  they  had  allowed'  landtoSTto 
purohase  land  necessary  to  relieve  congested  oTaj? 
^mpertles  which  the  Board  had  lever  pSrSS? 

Agricultural  Instruction.— Model  Farms. 

Superior  system  of  agriculture  should  be  taught 
model  farms  good,  Department  would  not  have  thm 
Sir  J.  Gore-Booth  offered  land  for  one,  but  they  said 
they  coidd  not  take  it  up  at  present,  Board  knight 
Sse,Sf^tP00\J®fds  'f  “Odd  farm  and  garden,  30084- 
7,  30094-6.— Where  lands  were  striped  and  given  to 
tenants  a man  should  he  sent  to  instruct  them  resi- 

a™u1;„Td“?1ofoT  ShOTH  18  ””  <» 

Agricultural  Instruction— National  Schools. 

- jti  school  could  be  turned  into  an 

agricuiturai  one  better  to  have  small  farm  of  two  or 
mvlra  aC16S  to  0,11  spools,  teachers  would  re- 

quire a practical  knowledge  of  .agriculture,  30110  — 
teail!,ine  coUeg«  or  'a  special  depart- 
m.  & Valuing  college  would  be  required,  30111-2. 
teaching  would  add  to  interest  of  ordinary 
school  work,  30113  — Girls  should  he  taught  cottage 
£dQfe  a Sood  deal  done  already  in  way  of  teach- 
ag  kmttmg,  etc.,  more  could  be  done,  itinerant  in- 
222““  andel  c?un13r  schemes  good,  permanent  in- 
structors on  schools  would  he  better,  30114.— Loss  to 

^ppr4ctical  =“4  “l  >»» 

T***™*  OP  AomouLTDEAi.  Work  mam  rms  Bomu 
to  Department  of  Agriculture. 

snSored  from  transfer  of  Bosrd’s 
EK  schemes  to  Dep.rtment,  little  done  to 
ceSl  5™?®*“  ?Priymf>  h™  «“k  scheme  hot  sue- 
Sti'  p t sjhomo  of  placing  a few  highly-bled 
'arl.'i  exercising  no  authority  in- 
able  the  other  animiols  promised  to  be  intermin- 
^^.tydhhM.hOi  he  denuded  of  timber,  neat 
be  Government  work,  lands  suit- 
Swiss.1®  TCSted  “ OPPPtj  Council,  should  be 
.iti'ljf nment  ® ?afe  to  maintain  works  of  public 
utility  executed  by  Board,  30087. 


CRY  AN,  Mr.  J.  M. 

Scheduling  of  Boyle  No.  2 Rural  District 
Proposed. 

^°r  tolieving  congestion  'and  carrying  out 
dramage’  extension  of  scheduled  area  sug- 
30  to  include  entire  of  Boyle  No.  2 Rural 
? £lct-,  30U6  Ten  unscheduled  and  three  sche- 
duled  electoral  divisions  in  Boyle  No.  2 District, 
du led"  lima  u^u-scheduled  divisions  should  be  sche- 
mlmiiA*  ^ei5  <livmions  excluded  because  of  high 
venation  of  grazing  ranches,  30120— More  poverty 
v»«nT™^led  diyisions  than  in  scheduled,  Temple- 
rrioroy+^Vinnnv  n^lch  witness  represented,  having 
ZZSrS0******  tmder  £4  valuation,  30121.- 
il™wance  *at  80  P°or  a district  should  be  excluded 
troxs  operations  of  Congested  Districts  Beard,  30129. 
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Only  one  property  bought  at  present  by  Estates 

Commissioners  in  witness’s  division,  30122-4. — The 
King-Harman,  Rockingham  Estate,  30132.— -Consider- 
able amount  of  grazing  land  on  it,  which  Estates 
Commissioners  were  very  slow  in  dividing  up,  30125- 
7. — But  they  were  in  process  of  doing  it,  30128. — • 
Estates  Commissioners  not  dividing  property,  but 
letting  it  for  grazing  purposes  for  six  months,  30130. 
— Land  already  vested  in  tenants,  30131. 


Drainage. 

Arterial  drainage  would  be  a great  benefit  to  the 
country,  a lot  of  land  rendered  useless  by  flooding  of 
the  Owenmore  and  other  rivers,  30133-4. — More 
should  be  done  in  this  direction,  30135-7. 


GILMARTIN,  Mr.  IV. 


Condition  of  Holdings  in  Unscheduled  Area  of 
Boyle  No.  2 District. — Con-acre  System. 


Three  electoral  divisions  of  Boyle  No.  2 District 
scheduled,  10  unscheduled,  condition  of  small  farmer 
in  unscheduled  area  just  as  bad  as  any  in  scheduled 
area,  unjust  that  10  unscheduled  divisions  should  be 
debarred  from  privileges  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  owing  to  amount  of  untenanted  land  and  non- 
residential  farms  in  them,  in  Drumrath  division  there 
were  2,000  acres  of  untenanted  land  and  non-resi- 
dential  farms,  and  bordering  those  were  136  tenants 
under  £5  valuation  and  63  between  £5  and  £10,  mak- 
ing 199  living  on  uneconomic  holdings,  in  many  places 
people  were  huddled  together  on  patches  of  reclaimed 
bog  and  on  refuse  or  useless  portions  of  fat  and  fer- 
tile land  used  for  bullock  runs  and  sheep  walks,  same 
applied  to  other  unscheduled  districts,  they  were 
studded  with  untenanted  land,  while  poor  people 
existed  on  the  bogs  and  mountain  sides,  Government 
should  take  over  these  non-residential  and  untenanted 
lands  and  re-distribute  them  among  tenants  of  un- 
economic farms,  district  very  mountainous,  hundreds 
of  small  farmers  on  reclaimed  patches  of  mountain 
had  not  a perch  of  land  to  grow  a potato  fit  for 
human  use,  30138,  30142. — They  paid  £6  to  £9  to 
nearest  grass  farm  for  acre  of  land  to  grow  potatoes, 
30138-45. — Paid  exorbitant  price  out  of  sheer  neces- 
sity, 30145-7. — Small  farmer  would  get  con-acre  as  a 
rule  for  two  years,  30156. — The  first  year  he  would 
grow  potatoes,  30147. — And  would  buy  artificial 
manure,  30148-50. — He  would  not  apply  artificial 
manure  unless  he  got  the  con-acre  for  second  year, 
30157. — Second  year  he  would  grow  oats,  and  might 
get  land  for  £1  less,  30151-2. — 'Rye  glass  grown  the 
third  year,  which  small  farmer  might  get  at  a price, 
or  outsider  might  out-hid  him,  or  owner  of  land 
might  keep  it  himself,  30154. — Con-acre  holding  then 
taken  back  to  pasture,  30155. — £2  per  ton  average 
price  paid  for  potatoes,  but  this  year  it  would  be  £5 
owing  to  bad  crop,  30158-60,  30173-5. — In  Drumiath 
Electoral  Division  there  were  seven  townlands,  in 
Baytown  townland  there  were  ten  tenants  of  £1  valua- 
tion who  paid  price  stated  for  land  to  grow  potatoes, 
if  they  kept  a cow  they  had  to  pay  exceptional  price 
for  grass,  and  in  summer  for  meadow,  30161. — Chil- 
dren in  England  and  America,  etc.,  sent  help  to  en- 
able farmers  to  pay  £9  an  acre,  keeping  cattle  would 
not  return  sufficient  money,  30162,  30179. — Farmers 
had  no  cheaper  place  to  remove  to,  30163. — It  took 
each  year  to  meet  its  own  demands,  and  unless  they 
invested  in  land  to  grow  potatoes  they  would  starve, 
30164. — If  potatoes  were  bought  they  would  have  no 
employment,  30165. — It  was  a pity  these  industrious 
people  had  not  good  land  to  cultivate,  30166. — An 
acre  of  land  in  con-acre  would  return  on  average  four 
or  five  tons  of  potatoes,  and  £8  or  £9  was  paid, 
30167-8,  30171-2. — Production  of  potatoes  per  acre  in 
Sligo  not  quite  three  tons,  30169. — 'Second  year  far- 
mer was  not  compelled  to  put  manure  on  land,  he  had 
merely  to  buy  seed,  30176-7. — Instructors  appointed 
by  Agricultural  Department  never  attempted  to  carry 
put  experiments  on  these  wretched  little  holdings,  the 
inference  being  that  it  was  useless  to  cultivate  such 
soil,  30178. 


GILMARTIN,  Mr.  W.— continued. 

The  poor  people  of  those  elevated  districts 
looked  down  on  the  plains  of  Boyle  on  one  side,  and 
thousands  of  acres  of  non-residential  and  untenanted 
land  on  the  other,  30178. 

Drainage. 

Half  the  land  tilled  in  Boyle  No.  2 Rural  District 
too  wet,  and  could  never  be  successfully  cultivated 
until  drained,  better  to  encourage  people  to.  drain 
and  improve  soil  than  to  make  roads  and  improve 
houses,  the  small  farmer  depended  on  the  soil  for 
everything,  if  soil  was  drained  and  lime  was  avail- 
able and  properly  applied  good  results  would  follow ; 
two  things  necessary  to  improve  condition  of  small 
farmer — 1st,  non-residential  and  untenanted  land 
should  be  divided  for  relief  of  congestion,  2nd,  Go- 
vernment should  give  a loan  at  low  interest  for 
drainage,  30179. — Loan  should  be  advanced  either 
through  Congested  Districts  Board  or  given  to  small 
farmers  themselves,  inspector  seeing  that  work  was 
done,  30180-1. — Closed  drains  suggested,  30182. — 
Fields  were  so  wet,  in  many  cases  seed  had  gone  had 
before  being  put  into  ground,  30183-6. — Drainage 
would  cost  about  £8  per  acre,  30187-90. — Small  farmer 
should  be  encouraged,  and  this  would  be  as  good  a 
way  as  Congested  Districts  Board  or  any  other  body 
could  assist,  30191. — Loan  should  be  .advanced  at  low 
rate  of  interest  and  employed  on  labour,  30192-6. 

Reclamation  of  Land,  Instruction  by  Department 
of  Agriculture,  &c. 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion instructed  the  people  in  the  best  way  to  reclaim 
land,  30197-8. — Witness  had  seen  experiment  plot  on 
bog  soil,  30198-9. — Reclamation  of  land  should  be  the 
principal  industry  of  Ireland,  30200-1. — Large  pro- 
portion of  land  of  Ireland  used  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses had  been  reclaimed  from  bog,  30202-3. — Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  had  demonstrations  as  to  the 
best  way  of  reclaiming  land,  but  witness  would 
sooner  see  them  experiment  on  one  of  the  wretchgd 
little  holdings  a small  farmer  had  to  live  on,  30204. — 
Witness  had  seen  an  experimental  plot  on  a most 
fertile  spot  where  it  was  easy  to  carry  out  experi- 
ments, 30205-7. — Great  majority  of  tenants  had  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  reclamation  of  land,  .and 
could  make  more  out  of  an  acre  of  land  than,  the 
most  scientific  man,  30208,  30213. — Department  of 
Agriculture  were  under  just  as  much  obligation  to 
experiment  on  wretched  holdings  as  fertile  land, 
30209a-11.-— They  should  not  do  it  at  all  if  they  could 
not  experiment  on  all  classes  of  soil,  and  it  would 
take  them  all  their  time  to  show  the  people  a hotter 
way,  30210-1. — As  long  as  farmers  had  help  from 
their  sons  they  tried  to  reclaim  land,  but  sons  got  a 
higher  price  for  their  labour  in  England  and  America, 
30214-6. 


HENRY,  Mr.  DOMINICK. 

Scheduling  non-scheduled  areas  in  Tobercurry 

District  proposed — Compulsory  Powers  and1 

ADDITIONAL  FUNDS  FOR  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS 

Board  advocated. 

Twenty-one  electoral  divisions  in  Tobercurry  Rural 
District,  nine  scheduled,  and  remaining  eleven  should 
be  scheduled,  as  a portion  or  portions  of  them  were 
congested,  in  Branchfield  division,  out  of  thirty-six 
holdings,  fifteen  were  rated  at  £5  and  under,  in 
Loughill  there  were  forty-seven  holdings,  twenty-five 
rated  at  between  £5_and  £10,  and  ten  under  £5,  same 
conditions  existed  in  other  non-scheduled  divisions, 
non-residential  holdings  rated  at  £50  and  upwards 
most  suited  for  relief  of  congestion,  witness  advocated 
compulsory  powers  for  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
to  acquire  necessary  lands  and  migrate  persons  in- 
habiting congested  areas,  he  also  advocated  placing 
sufficient  funds  at  disposal  of  Board,  30217. — There 
were  more  poor  spots  in  non-scheduled  than  in 
scheduled  area,  30218-9. — Places  like  Branchfield  not 
scheduled,  as  there  was  a farm  £150  valuation  in 
vicinity,  and  division  was  very  small,  30219. — If  farm 
was  not  there  rateable  value  would  be  much  lower 
than  in  some  of  scheduled  districts,  30220.— Whole 
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HENRY,  Mr.  DOMINICK— continued. 


HENRY,  Mr.  P.  J. — continued. 


of  Connaught  should  be  scheduled,  and  compulsory 
powers  given  to  Congested  Districts  Board  to  re- 
arrange and  purchase  estates  anywhere  they  liked, 
same  to  apply  to  the  seven  counties  of  which  portions 
were  scheduled,  and  to  Donegal,  30220a-1. 


Enlargement  of  holdings  a remedy  for.  Conacre 
System. 

Conacre  system  existed  in  district,  mountain 
holders  paying  £6  10s.  to  100-acre  farmers  for  potatoes 
and  oats,  30221. — Enlargement  of  holdings  by  removal 
of  three  or  four  tenants  would  give  the  rest  more 
land  to  till  and  more  grazing  for  their  cattle,  and  so 
obviate  necessity  for  conacre,  30222-4. — At  present 
they  tilled  a portion  of  their  holding,  and  took 
meadowing,  keeping  two  or  three  mountain  cows  and 
rearing  calves,  30225-6. — Some  grew  potatoes,  but  some 
of  the  land  would  not  grow  potatoes  fit  for  human 
use,  30227-8,  30230. — If  holdings  were  enlarged  they 
would  be  able  to  find  some  portion  of  it  fit  for  grow- 
ing potatoes,  30231-2. — Seven  miles  of  land  outside 
Bally  mote,  where  there  was  no  lawsuit  for  seven 
years,  while  all  along  other  side  of  Ox  Mountains 
was  thickly  populated,  30233. 


M'iDERMOTT,  Mr.  PETER  JAMES. 

Treatment  of  Tobercurry  Rural  District  as  a 

SCHEDULED  AREA  PROPOSED. 

Tobercurry  Rural  District  should  be  treated  as 
scheduled  area,  some  portions  of  present  nan-scheduled 
divisions  were  acutely  congested,  lands  suited  to 
remedy  this  state  of  affairs  were  non-residential  hold- 
ings, 30234. 


County  Representation  on  Congested  Districis 

Board  and  quickening  of  operations  advocated. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  compulsory 
powers  to  acquire  lands  and  be  provided  with  adequate 
funds,  and  its  constitution  should  be  widened 
so  as  to  afford  county  representation,  30234. — 
Operations  should  be  quickened,  and  Congested  Dis-_ 
tncts  Board  should  get  into  possession  of  an  estate 
in  less  than  two  years,  30234,  30238. — It  took  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  five  years  to  divide  and  allocate 
the  lands  of  two  comparatively  small  estates,  and 
work  was  not  yet  finished,  30235,  30237. — The  estates 
referred  to  were  the  Armstrong  and  the  Dany  estates, 
30236,  30239.— Congested  Districts  Board  should  ac- 
quire ownership  of.  property  in  a year  and  divide 
and  allocate  to  tenants  in  another  year,  30240-1.- 


Wages  paid  to  Board’s  Workmen. 

Low  rate  of  wages  paid  by  Board  to  workmen  and 
overseers  was  a drawback  to  speeding  the  operations, 
30241. — If  they  paid  better  wages  it  would  be  worth 
the  while  of  overseers  to  attend  to  their  position, 
30242.— They  did  not  pay  lower  wages  than  those 
current  in  the  district,  30243-4.— But  they  expected 
men  to  work  longer  hours,  30245-9. 


HENRY,  Mr.  P.  J. 

Necessity  for  Drainage  in  Tobercurry  Parish. 

Beatty  Estate,  Tullycusheenbeg,  very  congested,  no 
untenanted  land  on  estate,  small  lake  which  could 
be  drained  at  little  expense,  thorough  system  of 
drainage  much  needed,  River  Moy  running  through 
centre  of  district,  people  could  not  get  potatoes  and 
oats  into  wet  lands  until  May  1st,  consequentlv  when 
blight  appeared  early,  stalks  were  not  fully  matured, 
and  potato  crop  was  a failure,  loss  to  farmers  along 
the  Moy  in  a wet  year  not  less  than  £1,000  in 
Tubbercurry  parish  alone,  hay  and  oats  often  carried 
away  by  floods,  what  remained  was  useless  for  feed- 
ing purposes,  and  could  only  be  used  for  bedding 
manure. 


Untenanted  Land  in  the  Parish— Estates  Sold  Avn  • 
offered  for  Sale. 

Untenanted  lands  in  parish  were  Ballyglass  500 
acres  and  lower,  Leitrim,  about  50  acres,  Knox  estatn 
comprising  townlands  of  Ballyara,  Carrowreaeh 
Carane,  Doomore,  Mullaun,  Mullaghanarry,  Pullaeli 
and  Cloonaraha,  was  offered  for  sale  to  tenants  about 
1896  at  eighteen  years’  purchase,  in  1904  at  twenty 
six  years’  purchase,  and  again  at  twenty-four  and  a 
half  years’  purchase  estates  already  sold  were  the 
O’Connor  estate,  Carrentubber  sold  about  1886  at 
fourteen  years’  purchase,  Brett  estate  in  1894  at 
fourteen  and  fifteen  years’  purchase,  Fitzgerald  estate 
in  1903  at  sixteen  years’  purchase,  under  Act  of  1903 
following  had  been  offered  for  sale;  Young  estate 
Cloonacool,  in  1904  at  twenty-six  and  a quarter 
years’  purchase ; Cooper  estate  in  1904  at  twenty-four 
and  a half  years’  purchase ; O’Hara  estate,  Longhill 
in  1905,  at  twenty -three  and  a half  years’  purchase’ 
Leitrim  Estate  (in  Chancery)  in  1906  at  twenty  and 
twenty-one  and  a half  years’  purchase,  tenante  on 
O’Hara  estate  were  much  in  arrears,  and  would  agree 
to  purchase  on  almost  any  terras,  most  owed  from 
two  and  a half  years’  rent  upwards,  same  with  some 
tenants  on  Leitrim  estate,  in  case  of  sales  of  Meredith 
estate,  Sessue,  outside  landlord  (Cooper)  bought  over 
100  acres  of  best  portion  of  bog  and  tenants  did  not 
understand  they  had  lost  bog  until  too  late  to  object 
some  tenants  on  Corsallagh  estate  were  bady  treated! 
and  were  allotted  portions  of  bog  away  from  holding, 
and  with  no  right  of  way,  consequently  they  had  to 
trespass  on  others,  and  were  often  brought  before  local 
petty  sessions,  30250. 


Rents  earned  in  England  or  America — Advances  of 

Provisions,  Clothing,  &c.,  made  by  Merchants. 

Rents  were  earned  by  children  in  England  and 
America,  merchants  and  traders  of  Tobbercurry  sup- 
plied outfit,  and  often  advanced  money  to  send  child- 
ren to  America,  waiting  for  money  two  or  three  years, 
if  these  resources  were  cut  off  people  would  be  unable 
to  live  on  land,  and  merchants  would  not  advance 
provisions  and  clothing,  &c.,  if  merchants  and 
traders  pressed  for  money  they  would  leave  all  middle 
class  and  small  farmers  without  any  live  stock  on 
their  farms,  but  they  always  encouraged  farmers  to 
hold  on  to  their  stock  until  they  could  be  sold  to 
advantage,  merchants  even  advanced  rent  to  farmers, 
as  landlords  had  no  sympathy  with  tenants,  and 
unless  rents  were  paid,  tenants  were  sure  to  be  put 
under  law  costs,  scarcely  10  per  cent,  of  the  tenants 
got  along  without  assistance,  small  landholders  paid 
£5  or  £6  an  acre  for  conacre,  30250. 


Parish  Committee. 

Congested  Districts  Board  paid  for  number  of  yearn 
£100  a year  for  benefit  of  small  farmers  to  Parish 
Committees,  which  enabled  them  to  improve  dwellings, 
biuld  out-liouses,  &c.,  number  of  bye-roads  had  been 
an(l  wet  and  marshy  lands  and  rivers  drained, 
30251-4. 


BOLES,  Mr.  E.  G. 

High  wood  District. 

225  holdings  within  confines  of  Highwood 
branch  of  United  Irish  League,  County  Sligo,  106 
°ver  ^10  vacation,  89  between  £10  and  £5,  30  under 


Description  of  Properties. 

Grazing  ranch  of  120  Irish  acres  belonging  to 
Richard  Gorman  in  townland  of  Annaghloy,  farm 
non-residential  with  herd  on  it,  30255,  30259-60.— 
Witness  lived  within  two  miles,  30258.— Mr.  Gorman 
lived  on  his  property  at  Templevanny,  eleven  or 
twelve  miles  away,  30264-5. — He  had  no  other  non- 
residential  farm  at  Annaghloy,  but  had  one  at 
Templevanny,  30266-7,  30271-2.— He  let  out  non- 
xesidential  farms  as  grazing  to  local  peoplei,  30268-0  — 
He  put  a few  cattle  on  himself,  30270.— Annaghloy 
ranch  bought  by  auction  in  1894  at  £2,665,  from 
representatives  of  owner  and  occupier,  T.  Rae,  30261- 
3,  30273-85,  twenty-eight  Irish  acres  owned  by  Colonel 
Gethm  on  Innishmore  Island,  land  held  by  W.  Atti- 
son  on  eleven  months’  system,  a workman  of  Colonel 
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Gethin’s  living  on  island  with  no  land,  30255. — Very- 
small  holdings  in  townlands  of  Ballinarry  and  Cor- 
rigeenblike,  some  people  with  no  land,  30255. — On 
King-Harman  property,  recently  sold  under  Wyndham 
Act  there  were  five  Irish  acres  good  land  in  Lower  Barroe, 
this  was  taken  by  Gethin  family  forty  or  fifty  years 
ago,  it  adjoined  the  demesne,  and  seizure  of  land  de- 
prived tenants  of  a convenient  pass  to  water,  King- 
Harman  tenants  in  arrears,  and  paid  high  purchase 
price  of  twenty-one  and  a half  and  twenty- 
three  years’  purchase  rather  than  pay  arrears, 
majority  would  be  unable  to  pay  annuities, 
30255. — Sir  G.  King  estate  comprised  Ballinarry 
Upper  and  Lower  Annaghowan,  in  1904  tenants 
asked  for  terms  of  sale,  landlord  demanded 
twenty-six  and  a half  years’  purchase  on  first  term 
rents,  twenty-four  and  a half  on  second  term,  while 
some  neighbouring  estates  were  sold  at  seventeen 
years’  purchase,  terms  refused,  30255. — O’Connor 
estate  comprised  lands  of  Carricknagrip,  Corrigeenboy, 
Treenmore,  sale  demanded  by  tenants  immediately 
Act  of  1903  was  passed,  twenty-one  and  a half  years’ 
purchase  asked,  while  superior  property  of  Greenagh 
sold  for  seventeen,  tenants  reused  offer,  as  they 
mostly  depended  on  money  from  America,  which 
might  not  continue,  30255. — Colgan  property  com- 
prised quarter  lands  of  Tullybullawn  and  Cornmuckla, 
land  inferior,  cleared  of  tenants  in  1846,  afterwards 
reitenanted,  when  receipt  issued  to  tenants  was  dated 
back  half  a year,  with  unwritten  agreement  that  this 
was  never  to  be  charged,  in  1897  landlord  claimed 
running  gale,  and  tenants  paid  three  half-years’  rent 
within  fifteen  months,  and  but  for  friends  in  America 
they  could  not  have  done  it,  in  1903  and  1904  they 
asked  for  sale,  which  was  refused,  they  were  dependent 
on  earnings  from  America,  and  were  anxious  to  pur- 
chase through  Estates  Commissioners  in  order  to  get 
inspection,  30255. — Compulsory  purchase  necessary  on 
above-named  properties,  30255. 

Ktlmactranny  Property. 

Terms  of  sale  on  Kilmaotranny  property  twenty-one 
and  a half  years’  purchase  for  first  term  rents,  twenty- 
four  and  a half  for  second,  year’s  rent  to  be  added 
and  arrears  wiped  out,  most  tenants  owed  no  arrears, 
tenants  got  sporting  rights,  those  adjoining  the  bog 
were  to  have  it  after  turf  was  cut  out,  the  rest  of 
the  tenants  were  to  leave  three  feet  of  mud  for 
reclamation,  five  tenants  under  5s.  valuation,  but  two 
had  land  on  adjoining  property,  four  tenants  with  no 
land,  one  had  some  on  adjoining  property,  property 
offered  for  sale  nineteen  years  ago  at  seventeen  years’ 
purchase,  tenants  would  only  give  sixteen  years’  at 
first,  after  two  months,  all  agreed,  but  sale  had  then 
been  abandoned  on  account  of  interference  of  mort- 
gagees, if  tenants  had  agreed  at  first  they  would 
have  got  8s.  in  pound  reduction,  landlord  was  now 
getting  ten  years’  purchase  more  than  he  asked  nine- 
teen years  ago,  30255. 

Turbary. 

, ISO  or  160  acres  of  turf  in  Highwood  district  owned 
by  Mr.  Park  would  be  useful  if  acquired  by  Board  or 
Estates  Commissioners,  and  divided  as  accommoda- 
tion turf,  of  which  there  was  none,  tenants  went  five 
or  six  miles  for  turf,  30256. 

Coal. 

Experts  had  certified  coal  to  be  in  district,  30256. 

Land  for  Migration. 

1,100  acres  of  land  in  Geevagh  district,  benefit  if 
people  from  such  townlands  as  Cornmuckla  and  Tully- 
bullawn were  migrated  there,  30257. 

Insanitary  Houses. 

Number  of  insanitary  houses  in  Highwood  district, 
Estates  Commissioners  requested  to  improve  them  at 
time  of  sale,  30286. 

Live  Stock  Schemes. 

County  Committee  did  not  select  live  stock,  Depart- 
ment would  not  listen  to  representations,  and  their 
breeds  were  not  approved  of  by  people,  30286-92. 


NICHOLSON,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Congestion  in  Tubbercurry. 

Every  estate  in  Tubbercurry  district  congested ; 
Ballycusheenbeg  Ballyglass  and  Carntubber  estates 
near  Leitrim  all  bad ; seven  tenants  in  Ballyglass, 
with  43  acres  between  them,  three  with  houses  to- 
gether in  same  “ street”  and  one  acre  each  ; one  man 
had  to  go  300  or  400  yards  to  his  acre  and  had  no 
right  of  way  or  cartway  to  public  road,  20293-4. — He 
had  a farm  and  was  a farmer,  but  worked  for  other 
people  as  well,  30295-8. — His  wife’s  people  had  been 
evicted  from  grazing  farm  in  neighbourhood,  30300. 
— The  three  houses  were  not  in  town  or  village,  only 
built  together,  30419-21. — Man  in  town  with  labourer’s 
cottage  and  one  acre  not  a farmer,  30417. — He  would 
not  like  to  work  on  a farm,  he  could  earn  more  in 
town  for  less  labour,  30418. — No  labourers’  cottages 
built  in  witness’s  union  yet,  30415. 


Grazing  Farm;  in  Ballyglass. 

Grazing  farm  of  500  acres  in  Ballyglass  where  ten- 
ants were  evicted  forty  or  sixty  years  ago,  30294, 
30302,  30318. — Those  on  brink  of  bog  remained  there  ; 
there  were  500  acres  good  land  let  on  11  months’  sys- 
tem ; one  or  two  big  graziers  now  wanting  to  take 
this  land,  30300. — Owners  were  Ellen  Mossman’s  re- 
presentatives ; tenants  did  not  exactly  know  who 
they  were,  30300-1,  30305. — The  land  was  in  Bally- 
glass townland,  in  Cloonacool  electoral  division,  Tub- 
bercurry rural  district,  30302-4. — Much  bog  and  coarse 
land  attached  to  the  500  acres,  30307. 


Townland  of  Leitrim. 

Twelve  tenants  in  the  other  townland  of  Leitrim  ; 48 
acres  3 roods  between  ten  of  them ; 7 acres  the  moat 
any  man  had ; one  tenant  had  % acre  given  to  him  as 
rough  bog,  he  cropped  and  reclaimed  it  and  now  it 
was  good  land  ; one  tenant  fairly  well  off  with  20 
acres,  30307,  30315. — Board  had  negotiated  about  a 
farm  in  this  townland,  but  were  dissatisfied  with 
title,  30307,  30314,  30318. — It  was  divided ; 50  or  60 
acres  went  to  tenant  who  previously  had  20  ; a school- 
master got  25  acres ; both  could  have  done  without, 
30307-10,  30315. — Popular  opinion  that  professional 
man  was  not  fitted  for  land  ; tenants  on  estate  had 
prior  right ; land  should  be  taken  from  schoolmaster  ; 
he  conld  be  given  some  where  it  was  less  scarce,  30310- 
3. — Farms  altogether  too  small,  30315. 


Size  of  Economic  Holding. 

20  acres  of  land  in  Tubbercurry  district  necessary 
for  economic  holding  as  land  was  not  of  the  best, 
30315,  30459. — Doubtful  if  man  could  live  on  12  acres 
even  where  land  was  good  ; impossible  at  Tubbercurry 
where  it  was  generally  worth  only  15s.  an  acre ; 
men  could  not  live  on  such  farms,  they  had  to  go  to 
England  for  three  or  four  months  a year  with  their 
sons,  30457-8. — No  farm  should  be  less  than  25  acres, 
30456. 

Migration  of  Large  Farmers. 

Best  to  migrate  larger  farmers  who  were  better 
adapted  for  it ; they  owned  the  best  land  and  were 
anxious  to  improve  residences,  etc.  ; they  would 
willingly  go  if  offered  good  farms  of  20  or  30  acres, 
30315,  30434-5. — They  were  in  position  to  raise  loans 
from  banks  to  stock  farms  ; only  one  house  would 
have  to  be  built  and  60  or  70  acres  would  be  left 
available  for  striping ; if  small  farmers  were 
migrated  six  or  seven  houses  must  bo  built;  every 
migrant  involved  a loss  of  £100  to  Board  or  Estates 
Commissioners ; cheaper  to  transfer  larger  farmers, 
30434-5. 


N ON-RESIDENTIAL  FARMS. 

Non-residential  farms  could  be  acquired  if  induce- 
ments were  held  out  to  owners ; they  could  take  equi- 
valent land  where  it  was  less  scarce,  30315. — 653 
acres  in  Tubbercurry  parish  ; tenants  anxious  to  buy  ; 
landlord’s  demands  unreasonable ; large  tenants 
bought  direct  from  landlord  ; small  ones  preferred 
buying  through  Estates  Commissioners,  30432. 
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Fewer  Competitors  tor  Large  Farms  than  for 
Small  ones. 

Large  farms  fetched  less  in  open  market ; they  had 
fewer  competitors ; farm  of  40  acres  recently  sold  for 
£200  at  private  sale,  while  one  of  200  acres  only 
fetched  £400  at  public  auction  ; 50-acre  farm  of  not 
very  good  land  sold  at  public  auction  for  £250 ; and 
one  of  11  or  12  acres  with  bottom  land  on  it  went  for 
£400,  30432-4. 

Value  of  Land  in  Tubbercurry. 


Direct  Sales. 

Estate  with  bog  on  it  for  tenants  sold  direct  ; bee 
bought  by  outside  landlord  and  taken  away ; similar 
sale  in  which  tenants  had  bog,  but  no  right  of  wav 
to  it ; such  things  should  be  attended  to  by  Estates 
Commissioners  before  money  was  paid,  30351. 

Trespass. 

Actions  for  trespass  against  tenants  sometimes 
tried,  30351. 


True  value  of  land  in  Tubbercurry  district  about 
20  years’  purchase  of  rental,  30321. — Owners  paid  too 
much  for  untenanted  lands ; without  compulsion  they 
would  not  sell  at  terms  they  bought  at,  30318-20. — Fair 
price  should  be  given  and  both  parties  considered, 
30334-7. — People  would  be  satisfied  if  value  were  left 
to  arbitrator  to  decide,  30322,  30338-40. — Owners  ex- 
pected to  get  50  per  cent,  more  than  they  paid  for 
land,  30325. — Some  of  their  lands  had  been  bought  at 
public  auction ; some  at  private  sale ; true  value 
was  what  an  article  would  fetch  at  public  auction  if 
there  were  proper  competition ; at  such  an  auction 
things  were  not  bought  cheap,  30326-33. 


Beatty  Estate. 

Beatty  Estate  in  scheduled  district,  30316-7. 
Drainage  of  River  Moy. 

Drainage  of  River  Moy  required;  want  of  it  did 
harm  to  tillage  along  banks ; back  waters  choked  up 
rivulets  when  flood  rose ; water  remained  on  land 
for  two  days  ; potatoes  got  soft  and  worthless,  30315. 
—Flans  for  drainage  drawn  up  some  years  ago  by 
engineer  of  Board  ; fearing  opposition  from  Moy  Fish 
Conservators  Board  did  nothing ; plans,  maps,  etc., 
could  still  be  had  ; £1,000  would  be  saved  if  they 
were  utilised,  30317-8,  30344-Obstructions  in  River 
Moy  had  accumulated  for  years;  three  or  four  ob- 
structions in  Tubbercurry  parish;  much  damage 

flowing*  Ca,tt  e/ndc  sheep  8°fc  lost>  30341-2. — Over- 
flowing extended  for  five  miles  along  bank ; 574  acres 

at  Ballina^a«tge^'  a0343,  30349— Conservators  were 
30344U  ’ th  7 had  water  baillfIs  to  watch  fishing, 

Potato  Crof. 

Potato  crop  the  mainstay  of  people  ; poorest  suf- 
fered most  from  its  failure ; pigs,  poultry  and  cattle 
ted  on  potatoes  as  well  as  people  ; nothing  done  to 
save  crop  except  spraying,  which  was  not  always 
effective ; new  varieties  should  be  introduced ; cham- 
ps011, introduced  in  1880,  the  main  crop  at  present ; 
its  drawback  was  its  tubers  did  not  form  till  late 
,°f  ,P°tatoes  off  hght  or  reclaimed  land 
had  not  the  staying  power  of  that  off  good  soil ; cron 
^ ”.ltIleIe4  “”d  Miglrted  long  before  it  would 
decay  on  strong  land  even  without  spraying ; yield 

St°hSd  " h tw0  "Tldi;8s  give/ to  potatoes  on 
SlV  f a*1  Were  pl2uShed  the  subsoil  of  gravel 
would  be  turned  up  ; at  first  moulding  nothing  left 
to  come  up  for  second  moulding,  with  the  result  that 

double  The6  P+r0pfly  eartfed  and  weS  came 
double  the  amount  of  manure  needed  for  bad  land, 

Price  of  Land. 

Es^fte  offered  for  sale  to  tenants  in  1896  ; 18 
fpiwio  purc,hase  asked ; tenants  offered  16  and  sale 
fell  through ; alter  1903  Act  wae  passed  26  ye,“ 

SSes?u°ua“'k"d,?1't/ent5  *>348-51.— IW 

before  ActPof  So3°  d(i‘t  14  to  16  ?eaIS’  PUtoW 
passing  of  let *2 ‘aft  of*  °2rd  for  “le  a,to 
Jot  caled  through,  foSSj”  6 ^ l™**"  I sal“ 


Indebtedness  to  Shopkeepers. 

Rent  often  advanced  by  shopkeepers ; loan  being 
repaid  when  money  came  from  America  in  December  • 
large  amount  came  from  America  which  helped  to  pay 
for  clothing,  food,  etc.  ; in  bad  years  people  depended 
on  shopkeepers,  hoping  to  repay  them  when  children 
grew  up  and  went  to  America  ; very  few  tenant  far- 
mers who  could  live  on  farms  without  help,  30351. 

Conacre. 

One  or  two  acres  of  conacre  taken  by  most  small 
farmers  for  potatoes  and  oats ; £5  to  £7  an  acre  paid 
for  it  to  large  farmers,  30351,  30383— Small  farmers 
had  good  land  themselves,  but  reserved  it  for  cattle ; 
they  nursed  land  till  it  came  to  grass  again ; the 
last  year  they  had  one  to  three  acres  seed  potatoes 
30351— If  people-  were  migrated  from  mountain  to 
grass  lands  they  should  be  allowed  to  manage  their  own 
farms  and  not  be  prevented  letting  in  conacre,  30353- 
5— Land  would  deteriorate  if  so  let,  but  people  wou’d 
not  do  it  if  they  could  help  it,  30355-6— Land  wouid 
not  deteriorate  much  if  it  were  good  ; light  land  vuld 
used  for  conacre;  good  land  usually  taUcn, 


Witness’s  Farm. 

Witness’s  farm  comprised  9 Irish  acres  of  light 
land  and  7 or  8 acres  bog,  30358-9— No  staying 
power  in  land ; if  left  eight  or  nine  years  without 
digging  it  would  be  worthless,  30359. 


Parish  Committees. 


x eariy  grant  ot  £100  given  by  Board  to  parish 
administered  by  Parish  Committee ; dwellings,  out- 
offices,  etc.,  much  improved ; formerly  few  farmers 
had  out-offices  roofed  with  corrugated  iron ; now  there 
were  plenty ; some  people  needing  improvements  were 
too  poor  to  take  advantage  of  grant,  as  only  one-third 
i iJt8  gtoTen  EarisJl  Committee ; Committee 
Simula  be  a.ble  to  give  half  cost  where  applicant  wa9 
exceptionally  poor  and  under  £4  valuation;  several 
help  ' 30361 ^ advantage  of  without  neighbours’ 

Industries. 


No  industries ; employment  for  girls  at  5s.  to  9s.  a 
week  and  for  boys  at  6s.  to  12s.  would  keep  thousands 
from  going  to  America  or  England  for  a few  months 
m the  year;  if  money  expended  by  County  Counci’s 
011  iiT6  ,s*-oc}5  schemes,  of  which  independent  people 
got  the  benefit,  were  doubled  and  used  to  start  cottage 
industries  or  local  factories  no  one  would  complain, 
as  that  would  relieve  the  poorest  and  prevent  their 
becoming  a burden  on  the  rates,  30361. 


Increase  in  demand  for  Labour  required. 

Something  wanted  to  increase  demand  for  labour, 
30362. — Creation  of  30-acre  holdings  would  help,  as 
the  owners  would  sometimes  want  extra  hands ; far- 
mer and  his  wife  without  grown-up  sons  could  not  do 
everything,  30363-5. — Man  with  25-acre  farm  and 
fair  proportion  of  tillage  could  employ  a man  almost 
all  the  year,  30367. 


S«,E  THROUGH  BoiSU.  Fl,20lalu,  EsTra 

mmm 

out  rf  foren  buildings  JfigS.fcS; 


Tillage. 

Five  acres  tillage  out  of  25-acre  farm  sufficient; 
farmer  could  not  manage  more  himself ; many  things 
to  do  on  farm  besides  tillage,  30373— Income  not 
more  sure  from  grazing  than  from  tillage ; both  in 
conjunction  required ; roots  wanted  for  cattle,  30376. 

Safe  to  till  5 acres  even  with  earnings  of  cattle 
and  selling  milk  to  creamery  at  profit ; 2 acres  for 
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meadow  30377.— District  would  not  benefit  if  there 
were  no  tillage  except  potato  plot,  nor  would  sucli  a 
system  be  profitable  ; withdrawal  of  grant-in-aid  from 
rates  would  be  a means  of  compelling  men  to  till, 

30378-81. People  were  anxious  to  till  and  went  miles 

for  conacre  when  they  had  no  land;  they  used  not 
to  do  so,  30382. — They  would  not  till  more  than 
necessary ; majority  would  not  want  conacre  with 
25  acres;  they  would  take  in  grazing  cattle  from 
neighbours  and  till  the  minimum ; young  people 
sometimes  saved  money  and  bought  calf,  which  they 
sent  to  farmer,  30384-8. 

Turnips. 

Turnips  not  much  grown ; soil  not  deep  enough 
for  Swedes,  30388. 

Price  of  Cereals. 

Tendency  formerly  to  let  tillage  run  down  as  price 
of  cereals  was  low  ; price  of  oats  now  going  up,  30374, 
30403-4,  30412-3.— Oats  used  for  feeding  cattle  and 
for  a variety  of  purposes,  30414. 

Tullinsheen. 

Five  acres  good  land  should  be  given  to  people  with 
small  farms  as  was  done  at  Tullinsheen  where  5-acre 
farms  were  given  in  centre  of  grazing  ground,  30388. 
— Tullinsheen  the  only  place  striped  by  Board  known 
personally  to  witness,  30389. — Board  had  had  it  two 
years  and  had  enlarged  the  holdings  except  in  too 
cases,  30390-1. — Previous  to  that  men  were  all 
labourers  paying  for  conacre;  none  had  as  much  as 
25  acres  and  did  not  employ  much  labour  ; only  100 
acres  divided ; eighteen  tenants  got  additions ; 19 
acres  the  largest  holding,  30392-6. — Holdings  tilled ; 
let  in  conacre  the  first  year  to  make  up  fines  levied 
by  Board ; fines  handed  back  to  tenants  in  most  cases, 
30397-9. — Men  now  tilling  twice  as  much  as  when 
they  had  small  patches  of  land,  30400. — Holdings  not 
too  large  to  be  worked  by  man  and  his  family ; wit- 
ness thought  there  should  be  more  acreage,  30401. 

Instruction  in  Agriculture. 

Practical  instruction  would  be  useful ; lecturer  no 
use ; farmers  did  not  believe  him  and  thought  they 
knew  better  themselves,  30405-7. — Agricultural  in- 
struction in  schools  would  be  useful,  30409-11. 

Horse  Labour. 

Horse  not  always  kept  by  farmer  with  25  acres ; 
more  farmers  without  than  with,  30422-3. — 25-acre 
farmer  with  horse  could  till  5 acres,  but  must  get 
exchange  of  labour  from  man  without  horse ; if  too 
fanners  with  a horse  each  worked  together  and  tilled 
5 acres  they  could  keep  a labourer  between  them, 
30424-8. — Absence  of  horses  kept  down  tillage;  more 
horses  would  save  time  and  money  and  allow  of  more 
tillage,  30429-30. — An  economic  holding  should  be 
able  to  support  a horse,  30431. — 25  or  30  acres  neces- 
sary to  enable  man  to  keep  a horse,  30432. 

Opinion  against  all  Holdings  being  of  a similar 

SIZE. 

Not  good  to  have  all  holdings  the  same  size ; some 
should  be  larger,  30436-8. — No  opportunity  for  man 
to  better  himself,  30439-40. 

Prevention  of  too  much  accumulation  of  Land  in 

THE  HANDS  OF  ONE  TENANT. 

One  man  who  had  got  holding  from  Board  might  be 
allowed  to  buy  from  another  if  more  successful,  but 
“tate  should  be  able  to  buy  back  additional  farms 
and  prevent  him  accumulating  too  much  land ; fairly 
good  living  could  be  made  out  of  50  acres ; he  would 
not  feel  the  compulsion  because  he  would  know  that 
cn  ml-  more  tllan  100  acres  at  his  own  risk,  30441- 
This  should  be  continued  always ; farm  of  more 
500  or  1,000  acres  should  never  be  accumulated, 
""51. — People  had  been  driven  from  the  country  in 
the  past  by  that  process  ; it  could  not  be  good,  30452- 
i j Difficult  to  prevent  tenant  from  acting  as  land- 
30455 UlJ  d°ne  if  llt?  were  put  in  kmdlord’s  position, 
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Witness  was  manager  for  Mr.  Cook,  general  mer- 
chant, Tubbercurry,  30461-2. 


Congestion  in  Tubbercurry. 

District  within  radius  of  seven  miles  of  Tubber- 
curry should  be  acquired  by  Board,  ecclesiastical 
parishes  of  Tubbercurry,  Curry,  Kilmaiengue,  and 
portions  of  Mullinbreena  and  Bunninadden  much  con- 
gested, portions  were  scheduled,  30464-5. 

Untenanted  Land. 

Land  was  untenanted  Whether  in  possession  of  land- 
lord, owner,  tenant,  grazier,  or  middleman,  so  long 
as  it  was  not  occupied  by  resident  tenant  or  land- 
lord, 30466. — So  long  as  land  was  under  grass  and 
not  used  for  dairying  it  should  be  acquired,  30467-8, 
30601. — Much  untenanted  land  in  Mullinbreena  and 
Bunninadden,  also  in  neighbouring  parishes  of  Col- 
looney,  Riverstown,  Ballymote,  and  Keash,  30465, 
30468. — Line  from  Bunninadden  to  Collooney  and 
thence  to  Riverstown,  Ballyrush,  Keash,  and 
Bunninadden  would  give  boundary  of  fertile  districts 
whence  tenants  were  evicted  in  “forties”  and 
"fifties,”  enough  to  provide  economic  holdings  for 
500  or  600  families,  enlarge  present  occupiers’  hold- 
ings and  still  leave  ample  grazing  lands,  30468. 

Compulsory  Acquisition  of  Land. 

Authority  needed  for  Board  to  acquire  compulsorily, 
on  reasonable  basis  of  compensation,  lands  which  pre- 
sent owners  acquired  compulsorily  without  compensa- 
tion, 30468. — Reasonable  basis  of  compensation  would 
be  what  a competent  valuer  thought  just  as  between 
owner  and  tenant;  iattitude  of  landowners  incompre- 
hensible considering  State  was  buying  lands  for  ten- 
ants, 30561. — No  witness  had  given  good  reason  against 
application  of  principle  of  compulsion;  only  adequate 
objections  would  be  that  Government  were  going  to 
cheat  landlords  or  deal  unfairly  with  them,  for  which 
belief  there  was  no  foundation;  or  that  Irish  land- 
lords accustomed  to  wield  the  power  of  a king  could 
not  see  their  way  to  giving  up  their  property  alto- 
gether, 30562. 

Relief  of  Taxation. 

Good  might  be  done  by  giving  County  Councils 
power  to  withhold  exemption  or  abatement  in  poor- 
rate  at  present  reverting  to  owners  of  untenanted  land 
through  operation  of  Local  Government  Act,  1898, 
30468. — They  should  have  power  to  levy  full  rate  on 
untenanted  lands  and  large  landholders,  eny  saving 
thus  affected  should  be  applied  by  them  to  improve 
condition  of  people  in  congested  areas,  30468,  30472-4. 
— Out  of  duty  of  11s.  per  gallon  on  whiskey,  6 d.  was 
set  aside  by  Treasury  for  relief  of  local  rates ; out  of 
an  excise  duty  of  7s.  9 d.  per  barrel  on  porter,  Is.  3d. 
was  given  for  relief  of  taxation),  30499. — Part  of 
money  raised  on  tea  and  other  dutiable  articles 
handed  back  in  aid  of  taxation,  chiefly  that  on 
whiskey,  beer,  and  porter,  30501. — This  money  handed 
over  by  Government  to  County  Councils  was  not  Im- 
perial money,  but  had  been  collected  from  Irish  tax- 
payer, 30469-71. — This  State  grant  was  shared  by 
everyone  equally  according  to  his  valuation,  30488-9, 
30495-6. — Small  occupiers  consumed  dutiable  articles 
and  contributed  to  taxation  ; in  that  way  100  acres  of 
land  in  hands  of  small  occupiers  contributed  more  to 
public  revenue  than  100  acres  under  grass,  30502-6, 
30509. — The  greater  the  number  of  occupiers  the  more 
they  contributed  to  the  source  from  whence  relief  of 
taxation  came,  30510. — This  money  contributed  by 
poor  inhabitants  of  congested  districts  was  virtually 
handed  over  to  large  grazeirs,  the  people  least  in  need 
getting  the  lion’s  share,  30468,  30471,  304917. — In 
future,  money  should  not  be  distributed  equally  as  it 
was  at  present,  30498. — Graziers  did  not  pay  taxes 
on  the  profits  they  derived  from  sale  of  bullocks, 
but  a merchant  selling  rolls  of  cloth  paid  income  tax 
on  profits,  30475-6. — Local  taxation  based  on  valua- 
tion made  years  ago,  30491-2. — Each  man  had  to  pay 
certaibi  rate  according  to  his  valuation,  30493-4. — Tax 
of  48.  or  48. . 2d.  in  the  £ paid  by  man  in  congested 
district  on  valuation  of  house,  and  garden,  while  the 
landowner  had  1?.  6 el.  or  Is.  8 d.  of  his  rate  paid  for 
him,  30477,  30481,  30487. — Landowner  paid  income 
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tax  once  on  valuation  of  land,  occupier  paid  one- 
third;  where  owner  and  occupier  were  the  same  he 
pa  d one  and  a third  on  valuation,  30485-7. — Local 
rate  on  100  acres  the  same  whether  they  were  occupied 
by  one  man  or  by  many,  30507. — 100  acres  under  grass 
had  not  the  same  claim  to  aid  as  where  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  occupiersi,  30508. 

Operations  op  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Board  at  present  operating  on  D’Arcy  estate  at 
Doocastle,  on  Pliibbs  estate  at  Moylough,  and  on  Arm- 
strong estate  at  Achonry;  they  purchased  Fitzgerald 
estate  at  Tullycusheen  five  years  ago,  striped  it  and 
improved  it,  making  roads,  fences,  etc.,  it  was  now 
sold  to  tenants  who  were  mostly  well  satisfied*,  30512. 

Migration. 

Alleged  difficulty  of  migrating  tenants  did  not  exist 
to  any  large  extent ; ill-treatment  in  the  past  the 
reason  why  people  were  not  always  so  enterprising  as 
inhabitants  of  well-governed  counties ; tenants  on 
D’Arcy  estate  would  not  move  because  their  means 
were  so  small,  they  were  afraid  of  eviction  if  they 
should  encounter  one  or  two  bad  years ; tenants  will- 
ing to  pay  high  purchase  price  (in  instalments)  rather 
than  move,  so  as  to  keep  a grip  of  the  homestead, 
which  was  Parnell’s  advice  to  them,  30512.— Board 
met  difficulty  by  migrating  larger  tenants  and  divid- 
ing their  holdings  amongst  adjoining  ones ; drawback 
to  this  was  that  holdings  though  improved  were  still 
uneconomic;  most  desirable  tenants,  those  in  prime 
of  life,  would  generally  migrate  if  reasonable  induce- 
ments were  offered ; Parish  Committee’s  advice  useful 
m facilitating  migration,  30512a. 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  the  most  competent  bodies  for 
bettering  peoples  condition;  much  good  done  in 
Tubbercurry  parish  and  Curry  by  means  of  grants 
administered  by  them;  people  exerted  themselves  to 
improve  dwellings,  etc.,  and  even  borrowed  money  to 
complete  work;  grants  should  be  continued  and  in- 
creased; Committees  should  be  empowered  to  make 
similar  advances  for  fencing,  draining,  planting,  etc. ; 
W schemes  should  be  left  to  Parish  OommittSs,  mi- 
wise  of  Government  Board  to  carry  out  work  - Gcv- 

SWj-t1”'  ,”"ld  “Ter  “s'™ «•■»» 

Seari?  *^8?  f -P“Pls.  «■»  Of  administration 

greater,  cost  of  administering  £100  bv  Parish  Com- 
mittee only  £10i  by  Government  Board  it  would  be 

b?T£m  ^2ff?°Jli051iA-17--Vahle  of  done 

f27?’  a;bo?I.thl-ee  times  amount  of  grant 
3olllS?  °f  “d",lmstoi”S  SX0  was  only  £lo' 


Industries. — Peat  Industries. 
Establishment  of  industries  should  accomuanv 
edition;  peaTTndus 
tiff!  ^ peveIop?d  afc  Tubbercurry,  plenty  of  borr 
and  cheap  labour  within  radius  of  four  miles  W? 

c^ratioifofP3wabUSiDeSS  m!magement  and  K 
t£„  j ■ of  ra™y  company  it  would  be  remunem 
ttve  and  give  employment,  30523,  30626.— general  neat 

from  D4^a“?of  AgrSfe^ 

Question  op  Fuet.. 

tenants,  enough  to  suuulv  tlmm  “ xfirst  bo  filven  to 
100  years:  after  that Present  rate  for 
local' industry,  30532-7  — In^^a  ““I  to  cr®ate 
would  be  noi  contriv.n„s 

at  present  cheaper  from  Newcastle  tW*"9'—(?0,al 
bourhowl,  owing  to  bad 
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it,  as  men  were  harvesting  in  England  at  time  it 
should  be  saved,  30541-2.— Better  wages  obtained  in 
England;  good  price  could  not  be  got  for  turf  unless 
landlord  were  willing,  30543.— Turf  and  peat  were 
different  commodities,  30543.— Men  cut  turf  and 
spread  it  out,  leaving  women  and  children  to  save  it 
while  they  were  in  England,  no  surplus  supply  of 
labour,  30545-6.— No  peat  industry  in  Tubbernm-, 
30547. — Turf  not  manufactured, only  wetted  anddS 
m sun,  peat  was  manufactured  turf,  30548  —Peat  in 
dustry  would  make  fuel  cheaper,  30549-50.— ManufaL" 
tured  peat  sent  sixty  miles  by  rail  and  sold  in 
Toronto  for  17s.  a ton,  while  coal  there  was  28s 
ton,  although  easy  to  obtain,  30547.— Peat  industrv 
formerly  at  Coolaney  failed  for  want  of  proner 
financial  management,  30550.— Peat  was  compressed 
hardened  turf,  30551.— Other  products  taken  from 
peat  ; as  result  of  experiment  £4  worth  of  material 
had  been  taken  from  one  ton  of  common  bog,  30552  — 
No  successful  peat  factory  in  Ireland ; there  was  one 
in  Germany,  where  it  was  used  for  several  purposes 
both  illuminating  and  “producer”  gas  extracted 
from  it,  30553-5'. — Col.  War&urton  had  made  inqS 
of  Department’s  peat  expert  who  replied  he  knew 
nothing  of  production  of  gas  from  peat  except  what 
was  in  the  Dublin  papers,  30556-7. 

Industries  tor  Girls. 

Nuns  of  Marist  Convent,  which  had  just  been  built 
would  be  glad  to  help  in  establishment  of  industries 
for  girls  such  as  hosiery  or  shirt-making;  nothine 
of  that  hid  done  as  yet,  30523-4.— Lace  indraft? 
successful,  30524.  3 


i iMBER- -Planting. 


Portions  of  Tubbercurry  and  Curry  in  need  of  drain- 
age  and  planting;  fanners  and  labourers  would  bene- 
fit if  Board  planted  timber ; plantations  could  after- 
wards be  handed  over  to  County  or  District  Councils 
at  reasonable  terms  and  they  would  be  a source  of 
profit,  30557. 

Demolition  of  Trees  by  Board. 

Board  had  cut  down  small  plantations  of  timber 
at  Doocastle  and  had  not  replanted  them ; this  was  a 
Eg*  t “ difitrict  was  bleak,  30557,  30602-4,  30612, 
30648.— Land  cleared  of  trees  used  to  enlarge  hold- 
ings, 30605.  Plantation  consisted  of  ten  or  twelve 
acres,  it  was  a shelter  plantation  but  not  enough  to 
shelter  any - considerable  area,  30606-9. -Holder  a shop- 
•eeper,  30613.  Some  timber  given  to  tenants  to  re- 
pair  dwellings,  small  amount  required,  30610.— People 
3.0  0°  cutting  and  destruction  of  a beauty  spot, 

some  trees  might  have  been  cut  down  because 
they  were  injurious  to  houses,  but  not  all,  30650.- 
x lave  been  necessary  for  striping  of 
land  , better  to  give  other  land  to  tenants  that  did  not 
involve  destruction  of  trees,  30651-6. 

Remittances  from  America. 

,„QTfn1auts,  of,  Tubbercurry,  Curry,  and  Kilmateigue 
■ , argdy  dependent  on  earnings  of  themselves  and 
R 1611  1U  aild  America ; during  December 

each  year  witness  cashed  £700  or  £800  of  American 
a smaU  fraction  of  amount  sent 
w 30557-9- —Without  American  money  rent 
would  be  m arrears,  30559. 

Direct  Sales. 

t;^60^!65  \n  districts  should  not  be  sanc- 

eSi  inspection ; in  1904-5  four  or  five 

ten  ante  e*n  at  23  to  26  years’  purchase,  only 

w..,o  ,wlHing  to  buy  were  those  with  arrears  who 
U1*ab  6 -*°  carry  out  bargains;  those  with 
-*n  -America  to  rely  on  refused  to  buy  at  that 
ofWaA  ^ quoting  price  landlord  stated  reductions 
*ot,  ^fihiber  of  years’  purchase:  price  de- 
30559  °re  1900  Was  17  °i  18  liars'  purchase, 


POTATO  UEOP. 


30559tat°  Cr°P  °f  foiu'-fifths  of  tenants  had  failed. 
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Hay  and  Transit. 

Hay  crop  exceptionally  fine,  no  market  for  extra 
supply*  30559.— French  crop  bad,  price  £4  to  £4  10s. 
a ton’  import  duty  only  4s.  per  ton ; market  not  avail- 
able for  Irish  owing  to  bad  transit  and  to  fact  that 
Ireland  had  lost  her  direct  foreign  trade ; with  proper 
transit  Sligo  farmer  could  sell  hay  at  Sligo  and1 
Ballina  for  £2  10s.  to  £3  per  ton,  30560. 

Indebtedness  to  Shopkeepers. 

Witness’s  employer  supplied  small  farmers, 
30563-4. — Considerable  amount  of  debt  among  farmers 
though  their  position  was  better  than  fifteen  years 
ago,  30565-7,  30569,  30574. — Indebtedness  diminished 
in  a good  season,  30568. — People’s  position  better  at 
present,  but  one  bad  year  would  eclipse  that,  30575. — 
They  were  less  inclined  to  run  into  debt  than  for- 
merly, 30579-80. — People  usually  as  anxious  about 
price  of  article  whether  they  paid  ready  money  or 
not ; some  were  heedless  about  price,  not  because  they 
could  not  pay  cash,  but  because  they  trusted  to 
honesty  of  shopkeeper;  those  who  felt  they  had  no 
claims  to  bargains  unless  they  had  ready  money  were 
not  more  than  four  in  100,  30581-5. — Man  who  bought 
on  long  credit  belonged  to  a careless  class,  lie  would 
rarely  become  careful  even  if  he  had  the  ready  money, 
30587-8. — People  buying  on  credit  not  necessarily  care- 
less, they  were  more  careful  and  businesslike  now  than 
formerly,  30589-90. — They  were  not  quite  so  indepen- 
dent as  those  who  had  cash,  30586. — People  on  the 
whole  were  becoming  more  hard-headed,  and  took 
things  more  seriously,  30591. — 600  out  of  900  cus- 
tomers paiid  ready  money,  that  was  to  say  they  settled 
account  at  end  of  half-year,  30599-600. — Debts  fre- 
questly  paid  in  kind ; witness’s  employer  did  not  buy 
live  stock  or  farm  produce,  his  own  oats  and  hay 
were  bought  by  his  customers,  amount  of  unpaid  debts 
trifling,  30592-4. — Butter,  milk,  and  eggs,  taken  by  co- 
operative creamery,  cattle  sold  at  fairs  to  supply 
rent,  30593-5. 

Standard  of  Living. 

Standard  of  living  better  now  than  fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago,  no  difference  in  last  fifteen  years,  30570. — 
No  more  money  spent  but  goods  of  higher  quality 
purchased.  30571,  30578-9. — Same  class  of  tea  and 
sugar,  etc.,  used  better  quality  clothing;  manure  and 
goods  for  upkeep  of  farm  bought,  30572-3. — No  more 
money  being  made,  improvement  came  from  money 
earned  in  England  and  America,  30576-7. — Spirit 
licence  attached  to  witness’s  business,  no  diminution 
in  consumption  of  spirits,  but  less  drunkenness  at 
fairs,  30596-7. 

Improvement  in  People. 

There  was  .improvement  in  spirit  of  people  in 
Tubbercurry  district  where  Board  had  operated,  they 
were  more  independent,  sober,  thrifty,  and  indus- 
trious; men  had  paid  old  out-of-date  bills  since  they 
got  under  Board',  30559. 

Investments  for  Shopkeepers. 

Some  shopkeepers  held  land  used  for  agricultural 
purposes  on  which  they  did  not  reside,  30614-7. — No- 
where else  for  him  to  invest  his  money  except  in  Post 
Office  Savings  Bank  or  joint  stock  bank,  etc. ; men 
of  that  class  must  have  some  other  outlet  for  invest- 
ment of  capital  besides  land  intended  for  distribution 
among  fanners;  if  there  were  industries  in  Ireland 
as  in  other  countries  they  would  have  opportunities  of 
investment,  30618,  30620. — Shopkeeper  should  be  ex- 
propriated from  land,  an  Irish  Government  should 
do  it,  30619-20,  30622-3. — Shopkeeper  like  the  grazier 
was  hurrying  land  to  destruction,  30621-2. — If  there 
were  an  Irish  Government,  a sufficient  public  confi- 
dence for  security  of  investments  in  industrial  enter- 
prises, with  a banking  system  and  Stock  Exchange  not 
under  threat  of  British  Government  and  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant there  would  be  plenty  of  opportunities,  and 
shopkeepers  and  others  would  be  willing  to  invest  in 
enterprises  with  reasonable  chance  of  success,  30624, 
”9643. — Limited  liability  company  required  to  start 
industry  like  peat ; unless  backed  by  political  influence 
such  a company  would  not  get  quotation  on  Stock 
Exchange,  so  could  not  dispose  of  their  shares  should 
they  wish  to,  30627. — Banking  system  and  Stock  Ex- 
change both  agaiinst  them,  30628. — Irish  banking  sys- 
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tern  not  the  same  as  English,  30629. — Members  of 
Stock  Exchange  appointed  by  Lord  Lieutenant  who 
had  to  satisfy  himself  of  loyalty  of  applicant,  30630-6. 
— If  there  were  industries  in  the  country  investments 
would  be  at  once  available,  30644. — Settlement  of 
problem  of  congestion  urgent,  30637-8. — It  could  not 
be  delayed  till  there  was  Home  Rule,  30640. — "Witness 
would  prefer  expropriation  under  Irish  Government, 
but  would  not  delay  it  till  then,  30641-2. — Irish  self- 
government  the  real  foundation  of  Irish  industry, 
30645-7. 


ARMSTRONG,  Mr.  LUKE. 

Farm  in  Moylodgk  on  Phibbs  Estate. 

Witness  was  a shopkeeper  in  Tubbercurry ; farm  on 
Phibbs  estate  bought  by  witness  about  ten  years  ago 
from  former  tenant  before  Congested  Districts  Board 
had  acquired  it,  30663-5,  30676,  30680. — No  particular 
Act  of  Parliament  required  to  sanction  purchase ; it 
was  purchased  in  the  ordinary  course,  30681-2. — Valu- 
ation, £49  10a.,  and  first  term  judicial  rent,  £42, 
30666. — 130  or  140  acres  clear,  and  40  or  50  acres 
bog  and  waste,  30667. 

Witness  attacked  for  not  surrendering  Tenant 
Interest  of  Holding — No  one  had  made  an  Offer. 

Witness  had  bought  tenants’  interest  and  latterly 
had  been  attacked  for  not  surrendering  it  to  Congested 
Districts  Board,  30669-70,  30673. — Board  had  bought 
the  estate,  also  landlord’s  interest,  and  witness  was  a 
tenant  of  theirs,  30671-2. — About  a year  ago  a notice 
had  been  sent  round  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
stating  that  they  had  a number  of  holdings  all  over 
the  town ; witness  had  offered  to  exchange  with  them 
and  received  a query  sheet  to  fill  up  as  to  how  he  had 
acquired  his  holding,  etc.  ; he  had  returned  it  and 
had  not  heard  from  them  since ; resolution  had  been 
passed  by  Moylough  branch  of  United  Irish  League 
calling  on  people  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
witness  till  he  had  surrendered  the  holding,  nor  with 
Mr.  Cooke,  who  had  a big  farm  adjoining  witness’s, 
30674-5,  30678,  30683,  30721-2,  30728-9.— Witness 
wished  to  surrender  tenancy,  but  had  not  been  offered 
anything  for  it,  30677. 

Migration. 

He  was  hardly  prepared  to  surrender  the  tenancy 
and  migrate,  as  he  was  planted  in  Tubbercurry,  but 
if  he  got  a better  farm  within  reasonable  distance  of 
a non-conges  ted  area  he  would  not  have  the  least 
objection,  or  if  he  knew  he  would  get  a decent  price, 
30679,  30687,  30730. — Witness  had  offered  to  exchange 
his  farm  for  Cliaffpool,  bnt  a neighbour  of  his  (Mr. 
Cooke)  had  been  negotiating  for  it  and  was  most 
anxious  to  get  it  for  various  reasons,  30730,  30732, 
30750-1. — There  were  50  acres  at  Chaffpool,  a great 
deal  of  which  was  wet,  30749. — Negotiations  for 
exchange  were  dropped  as  the  houses  were  of  no  value 
to  witness  and  they  were  to  Mr.  Cooke,  30750. — Mr. 
Cooke  owned  about  80  acres  of  good  land  at  Kilterna, 
30751-2. — People  nearest  the  land  would  have  first 
claim  to  the  80  acres,  30753. — Chaffpool  very  little 
use  to  a tenant;  Moylough  a far  better  farm  as  far 
as  the  agricultural  portions  of  it  were  concerned, 
30754. — Great  deal  of  Chaffpool  wooded ; these  no 
good  to  tenant,  30755. — No  difficulty  in  matter  of 
price  if  Congested  Districts  Board  exercised  power  of 
expropriation  ; witness  sold  a farm  a week  ago  and 
got  £500  for  it  freely,  30701,  30710. — He  had  im- 
proved it  since  he  bought  it ; it  had  cost  him  £500 
or  £600,  30702. 

Compulsory  Powers  of  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Witness  did  not  know  that  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  power  to  compulsorily  take  land,  30717. — 
He  had  not  seen  them  doing  it  anywhere,  30718. — 
(Mr.  Doran — Board  had  already  decided  to  exercise 
that  power  in  icitness’s  case,  30720). — First  thing 
ought  to  be  to  try  to  make  a price,  and  then  if  witness 
were  unreasonable  they  could  exercise  compulsion, 
30724. — Witness  had  not  made  people  aware  that  he 
wished  to  give  up  farm ; Congested  Districts  Board 
should  have  approached  and  asked  him  what  he  was 
prepared  to  sell  it  at,  30685,  30723. — Mr.  Doran  had 
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stated  that  Board  were  determined  to  use  compulsion  ; 
not  one  word  about  an  amicable  arrangement,  30736. — 
Board  could  scarcely  call  witness’s  a non-residential 
holding ; he  had  a good  two-stoTey  house  put  up  there 
and  showed  every  appearance  of  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence ; only  advantage  Board  could  take  was  that  he 
had  not  gone  there  yet,  30737. 

Description  op  Witness’s  Land. 

Witness’s  farm  was  tilled  and  grazed,  30628. — He 
had  his  own  beasts  on  it  and  did  not  take  in  grazing  ; 
it  was  a good  sheep  farm,  30697-8.— Grazing  paid 
better  than  tillage ; tillage  nearly  impossible  to  a 
man  like  witness,  30769-700. — 40  acres  was  cutaway 
bog  and  16  acres  good  land ; 8 or  9 acres  tilled  this 
year,  30690.— Witness  let  the  farm  in  conacre,  which 
deteriorated  it,  30691-2. — He  had  manured  it  a good 
deal  with  slag  and  had  built  a house  on  it,  30694, 
30696. — There  was  a herd  with  a farm  of  about  5 or 
6 acres,  30694,  30713. — Witness  would  be  relieved  of  a 
certain  amount  of  superintendence  if  a sum  of  money 
were  invested,  31714-5. — Suitable  to  enlarge  small 
holdings,  but  witness’s  land  was  on  extreme  edge  of 
townland  of  Moylough  that  was  sold ; Mr.  Cooke’s 
farm  ran  between  small  tenants  and  witness’s  land, 
30704.— He  owned  about  80  acres  of  good  land, 
30752.— He  did  not  reside  on  the  land;  a tenant 
there  had  obstructed  him  in  trying  to  exchange  with 
Congested  Districts  Board,  30705.— Not  in  Mr 
Coke’s  power  to  let  them  have  the  land  at  its  fair 
value,  30706. — Witness  would  look  favourably  on  any 
offer  of  Congested  Districts  Board  provided  he  got 
reasonable  compensation  for  his  purchase  price  and 
improvements  ; if  he  could  get  5 per  cent,  for  it  he 
would  hot  keep  it  two  minutes,  -30707-8. 

Necessity  for  Inspection  of  Estate. 

Absolutely  necessary  that  Board  should  send  down 
inspector  when  estate  was  vested  to  make  enquiries 
and  report  to  Board,  30734. — He  should  report  upon 
farms- which  Board  should  acquire  for  relief  of  con- 
gestion, 30735. 


Non-Residential  Farms. 

There  were  different  farms  that  had  been  put  down  as 
?n^ccenidemtial  'whicl1  were  residential  farms,  30740, 
30/56-7. — Two  of  them  belonged  to  men  who  had  grown- 
up sons,  another  belonged  to  Mr.  Boyers,  and  one  to  Mr. 
Layng,  30740.— -Mr.  Boyers’  son  was  twenty-seven  or 
twenty-eight ; he  bought  his  farm  six  or  seven  years 
ago  at  a publi  auction,  30742.— On  Layng’s  farm  there 
was  a herd  house,  a fairly  good  house  ; he  got  a man 
to  build  a new  house,  30743.— It  was  started  two  or 
three  months  ago,  30744. — Farm  had  been  grazed  for 
30?4fiS1XTTea^%andJ1!  ,conacred  ifc  a good  deal  yet, 
dld  "ot  take  stock  from  local  farmers, 
■~“"e  had  means  enough  to  stock  it  himself, 
30748.— Witness  could,  not  tell  how  many  cases  there 

TOW,CnTrS  fi*Sed  these  farms  for  their 
^ ^.-He  knew  the  district  well,  but  he  had 
not  the  names  of  the  farms,  30758,  30760.— One  wit- 

vrn7i^diSaiid  there-  ?*?.  500  acres  non-residential 
glazing  land  in  vicinity,  30756,  30762-9.— Witness 
contradicted  the  statement,  30759,  30778  30781-2  — 
rte  had  ear-marked  those  holdings  that  the  witness 
mentioned  and  included  them  as  non-residential  • 
witness  h°5ld  C+a11  them  residential,  30769-71.— Other 
witness  had  put  on  a meaning  that  no  sensible  man 

of^pinTJn1 ' 30772' 3ed>ObUt  **  WaS  a mere  differejl“ 
N ’ ,n^2;r~(°ccuP1PVS  enumerated  by  Mr 
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that  former  tenants  had  occupied,  30789. They  w 

residential  holdings  at  one  time,  30790.— Some  of  fh° 

men  who  owned  ranches  had  grown-up  sons  who  wouW 
occupy  after  them ; one  man  had  no  sons,  but  most  nf 
them  had  sons ; Mrs.  Brennan  had  a big  family 
some  full-grown,  and  if  land  was  taken  from  her 
she  would  have  to  send  them  away  to  turn  to 
thing  else,  30791-2.-I1  a man  had  a grom  fS 
and  had  two  holdings,  one  on  which  he  lived  and  the 
other  on  which  he  did  not  live,  the  second  would  he 
residential  if  he  built  a house  and  put  his  son  on  it  • 
very  unreasonable  if  it  were  taken  away  from  him 
and  quite  unfair  to  send  him  away  ; he  should  hare 
first  claim  to  it,  30793-6.— No  difference  whether  son 
was  actually  owner  or  whether  he  was  only  action 
behalf  of  his  father,  30796.— Very  hard  if  son  spent 
lus  time  working  for  his  father  and  the  holding  was 
intended  for  him,  though  he  did  not  actually  rcslrle 
there,  30797. — Where  there  was  land  with  a residence 
upon  it  it  was  always  possible  to  turn  a non-residen- 
tial into  a residential  holding  30798-802. 


Effect  of  Tillage. 

Towns  would  go  on  much  the  same  if  future  farming 
were  tillage,  which  would  cause  the  farmers  to  employ 
more  labour,  30803.— Witness  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  improvement,  30804. 


Effect  of  Poverty  and  Congestion  on  Trade. 

In  small  towns,  generally,  the  more  congestion  and 
poverty  the  better  the  trade ; where  farms  were  larger 
people  went  to  the  bigger  towns;  shopkeepers  in 
small  towns  obtained  more  money  from  poor  people ; 
richer  people  went  to  Sligo,  30805,  30805a,  30806, 
30814. — Witness  would  be  very  sorry  to  suggest  keep- 
ing people  in  poverty,  30805a.— But  he  was  not  m 
favour  of  too  much  land  being  in  hands  of  any  man, 
30807. — Very  good  to  have  900  regular  customers  out 
of  1,400  customers  as  one  witness  had,  30809.— But 
probably  four-fifths  were  customers  also  of  another 
shop  in  town,  30810. — If  population  were  diminished 
and  farms  made  bigger  there  would  not  be  so  many 
customers ; they  would  go  to  Sligo,  or  further  afield, 
and  there  would  be  no  trade  for  Tubbercurry,  30812-3. 

Distribution  of  land  would  not  affect  the  people 
much,  as  long  as  population  was  there  it  would  not 
affect  local  towns  much,  30808. 


CONNOR.,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Doongeelagh  Estate. 


townlands  of  Doongeelagh  and 


Estate  situate 
Coultalough. 


Multiplication  of  Landlords  a Grievance. 

Multiplication  of  landlords  was  the  principal  griev- 
ance complained  of ; four  landlords  collecting  rent  on 
the  estate,  30815-6. — Estate  was  in  hands  of  Land 
u ges  Court  and  was  divided  between  the  four  land- 
01  ds,  30817-8.  Witness  paid  rent  to  two  landlords 
ynQiooo  who  gave  receiPt  for  each  separately, 

30819-20,  30822.— Rent  was  £8,  30821.— One  landlord 

would  let  rent  go  for  a year,  the  other  would  serve 
process  if  not  paid  up  to  the  day,  30823. 

Quality  of  the  Land. 

Land  of  the  very  worst  quality ; extremely  hard  to 
1 ii  a-  croPs  even  in  favourable  season  wove  deficient 
noth  in,  quality  and  quantity,  30824. 

Remittances  from  England  and  America. 

Tenants  unable  to  make  a living  without  constant 
lenuttances  from  America  and  England,  and  when 
lese  resources  fell  short  they  had  to  bear  heavy  bur- 

lordsm30825Pe  °f  C0Sts  at  suifc  of  tlie  four  land' 


Migration. 


Estate 
acres  at 


was  portion  of  Tawnagh  grazing  land  ; 100 
present  let  as  ranches  for  grazing  cattle. 
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30825-6. — Desire  of  tenants  that  Estates  Commis- 
sioners or  some  such  public  body  should  acquire  the 
property,  and  if  a scheme  of  migration  was  carried  out 
by  moving  smaller  tenants  to  part  of  Tawnagh  now 
eoing  to  ruin,  and  remainder  of  holdings  were  en- 
larged by  surplus  land  thus  obtained  and  let  to  ten- 
ante  at  reasonable  rent,  they  would  be  in  better  posi- 
tion and  not  so  much  at  mercy  of  a bad  season  or 
shortage  of  remittances  from  England  and  America  ; 
this  part  of  property  was  formerly  barren  waste  and 
considerable  amount  of  labour  was  expended  on  it  by 
tenants  and  their  predecessors,  30826. 


Price  asked  tor  Land.  Tenants  debarred  in  some 
CASES  FROM  GETTING  FAIR  RENTS  FIXED. 

One  landlord  had  made  an  offer  to  sell  at  unreason- 
able price  of  24£  years’  purchase,  which  tenants  re- 
fused to  accept ; a good  many  holdings  had  been  con- 
verted into  future  tenancies  by  process  of  chicanery 
on  part  of  landlords,  and  tenants  in  these  cases  were 
debarred  from  entering  Land  Court  to  have  fair  rent 
fixed  ; 5 acres  of  holding  of  one  of  these  tenants  had 
been  inundated  by  a small  lake  and  landlords  had 
refused  any  consideration ; eight  tenants  under  £5  ; 
eight  under  £10,  and  four  over  £10,  30826-7. 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Ron-Residential  Farms  in  Parish  of  Killoran. 

On  Dodwell  Estate  there  were  253  acres  of  mn- 
residential  farms ; Kelbrillar  had  53  ; Golden,  58 ; 
Conboy,  91 ; M'Corrick,  48 ; Phipps,  108 ; represen- 
tatives of  Stokes,  104 ; Dane  Heather,  305,  30828. — 
Major  O’Hara  had  357  acres  and  Mrs.  Geddes,  126 
acres,  30829. — Total  acreage  over  1,100,  from  which 
several  families  had  been  evicted  during  the  forties 
and  fifties,  30832. — Portion  of  Dodwell  Estate  let  in 
grass  and  portion  in  conacre  to  local  grazier  on  11 
months’  system,  30836-8. — He  probably  had  thousands 
of  acres  on  the  mountains,  but  no  arable  land,  30839. 
—Golden  let  his  farm  in  conacre  and  took  in  grazing 
cattle,  30841,  30844-5. — He  lived  about  a mile  away 
and  had  about  50  or  60  acres,  30842. — Conboy  lived 
in  County  Leitrim ; he  was  a grazing  tenant  and 
stocked  the  farm  entirely  himself,  30846-7. — M'Carrick 
lived  about  a mile  away ; he  had  50  acres  and  grazed 
it  himself,  30849-50. — Representative  of  Stokes  was 
living  on  the  land  at  present ; Stokes  himself  had 
about  150  acres  of  home  farm,  30851. — Major  O’Hara 
let  his  grazing  land  on  11  months’  system ; he  lived 
within  a couple  of  miles  away  on  his  property ; 
Geddes  lived  about  four  miles  away  and  had  a farm 
of  500  or  600  acres,  30852. 

Uneconomic  Holdings. 

The  districts  which  comprised  these  lands  were  not 
scheduled  ; they  should  have  been,  30853. — There  were 
uneconomic  holdings  in  district  which  needed  special 
treatment  just  as  much  as  holdings  in  scheduled  dis- 
tricts to  which  Congested  Districts  Board  devoted 
their  attention,  30854. — Very  poor  district;  nu- 
merous uneconomic  holdings  on  mountain  slopes , 
occupiers  of  which  came  across  the  river  to  these  non- 
residential  farms  and  paid  high  price  for  conacre  and 
grazing,  30832. — These  farms  should  be  acquired  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Commissioners, 
30833. — And  small  holders  in  neighbourhood  should 
be  put  upon  them  or  have  their  holdings  enlarged  if 
possible,  30834. 

Shopkeepers  with  Grazing  Farms,  Question  of 
Expropriation. 

None  of  these  holders  of  grazing  farms  were  shop- 
keepers, 30855. — There  were  some  men  living  in  the 
towns  who  had  shops  in  a small  way,  but  who  made 
their  living  entirely  by  land  in  the  country,  30856. — 
Witness  would  be  in  favour  of  expropriating  them 
from  the  country  and  taking  possession  of  the  farms 
as  long  as  they  had  good  position  in  the  town,  30857- 
“•  Some  of  these  men  might  till  more  on  the  farm 
than  they  would  if  they  had  not  the  outlying  grazing 
farm,  30859. — But  these  men  did  not  live  by  tillage 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 
or  by  farming  property,  but  by  grazing,  30863. — They 
used  the  grazing  farms  in  connection  with  their  home 
farms,  30860-2,  30864. — Witness  would  put  them  in 
same  class  as  man  who  takes  in  grazing  cattle,  30865. 

Eviction. 

There  was  an  evicted  tenant  on  a neighbouring 
estate  in  Camaskea  electoral  division  who  had  cost 
ratepayers  and  State  £384  during  last  fifteen  years  ; 
she  had  been  ruthlessly  evicted  and  had  been  confined 
in  Sligo  Asylum  ever  since,  until  recently,  when  she 
died ; next-of-kin  would  be  entitled  to  get  the  place 
back  from  which  she  was  evicted,  30866. 


CAWLEY,  Mr.  PETER. 


Scheduling  Carnaskea  as  Congested  advocated. 

Carnaskea  not  scheduled,  if  it  were  it  would  not 
be  in  present  position,  30871. — One  portion  of  parish 
scheduled,  30873. — District  should  be  scheduled  as  con- 
gested, there  were  103  families  in  Carnaskea  division 
on  the  mountain  side,  occupants  of  these  small  hold- 
ings had  been  evicted  from  non-residential  farms, 
30867. — Those  who  did  not  die  were  hurled  into  the 
mountains,  or  had  to  go  to  America,  30870. — People 
would  like  Commission  if  possible  to  come  and  in- 
spect the  place,  30867. — Inconvenience  and  loss  of  time 
caused  by  flooding  of  the  rivers,  people  could  not  get 
their  goods  to  market  unless  they  started  the  day 
before,  30867. 

Conacre. 

There  were  no  roads  in  the  mountain  places,  men 
had  to  come  off  the  mountain  and  take  conacre  at 
from  £5  to  £6  an  acre,  and  at  the  time  of  taking  the 
conacre  they  had  to  sign  bills  for  the  owner  to  draw 
the  money  from  the  bank  in  November,  30868. — When 
these  poor  people  had  taken  the  potatoes  out  of  the 
land  they  had  to  leave  them  in  pits,  until  floods  went 
down,  30869. — Necessity  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
purchasing  the  estate  in  order  to  put  these  poor  people 
on  better  holdings  on  the  non-residential  land.  30869. 

Evictions. 

There  were  several  cases  of  people  evicted  from  these 
non-Tesidential  farms,  in  one  case  a woman  had  been 
evicted  sixteen  years  ago,  after  eviction  agent  had 
ordered  bailiffs  to  set  fire-  to  the  home,  and  the 
poor  creature  had  fled,  but  had  been  captured  by  the 
police,  found  to  be  mad,  and  taken  to  Sligo  Asylum, 
she  had  remained  there  ever  since  until  her  death 
recently,  having  cost  the  ratepayers  £384,  if  she 
had  been  allowed  to  keep  her  small  holding  of  three 
and  a half  acres  there  would  have  been  no  expense 
to  anybody,  there  was  another  case  of  eviction  at  Col- 
houna  of  a woman  who  had  since  been  in  Sligo 
Asylum  nine  years  at  expense  to  ratepayers  of  £24 
a year,  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Com- 
missioners should  investigate  these  cases  and  restore 
these  people,  or  their  next-of-kin  to  the  little  holdings 
from  which  thev  had  been  evicted,  30870. 

Price  asked  for  Major  O’Hara’s  Estate. 

Major  O’Hara  had  made  good  roads  on  his  property, 
but  when  offering  estate  for  sale  he  would  not  sell  for 
less  than  twenty-six  years’  purchase  and  sporting 
rights,  30873. 


M'MANANN  Y,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Cloonloo  and  Killaraught. 

Division  was  divided  by  Lake  Gara  into  two  por- 
tions, Cloonloo  and  Killaraught,  Cloonloo  portion  was 
montly  barren  land,  bog,  mountain,  and  shrubberies 
and  highly  congested,  number  of  householders  in 
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M'MANANNY,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 

Cloonloo  was  185,  gross  valuation  £720,  on  an  average 
of  about  £3  17s.  IOcZ.  per  householder,  96  of  these 
householders  valued  at  £4  and  under,  79  whose  valua- 
tion was  between  £4  and  £10,  6 between  £10  and  £15, 
and  4 between  £15  and  £20,  30874. 

Migratory  Labour  and  Remittances  from  America 
in  Cloonloo. 

Large  number  of  small  farmers  went  to  England 
every  year  to  earn  for  themselves  and  families,  and 
were  it  not  for  this  and  money  they  receive  from  their 
families  in  America  thev  would  not  be  able  to  live 
at  all,  30876. 

Breaking  up  of  Grazing  Ranches  in  Killaraught. 

Killaraught  was  all  rich  land  and  chiefly  composed 
of  grazing  ranches,  if  possessed  900  acres  of  untenanted 
land,  so  that  cure  for  congestion  in  Cloonloo  was  at 
the  door  if  proper  steps  were  taken,  these  900  acres 
would  give  20-acre  farms  to  forty-five  out  of  the 
ninety-six  in  Cloonloo,  whose  valuation  was  £4  and 
under  and  in  a great  measure  relieve  congestion, 
30874,  30876. 

Question  of  Grants  for  Reclamation  and  Drainage. 

Even  if  congestion  were  removed,  a large 
portion  of  those  left  behind  would  never  be  able 
to  make  a decent  living  owing  to  quality  of  land,  and 
would  require  special  treatment,  which  should  consist 
of  money  grants  to  enable  them  to  reclaim  and  drain 
their  land  and  make  roads  which  were  much  required, 
taking  parish  of  Cloonloo  as  a whole,  it  was  no  better 
than  the  worst  portion  of  Dillon  Estate,  which  was 
bought  at  fifteen  years’  purchase,  it  would  have  been 
scheduled  as  congested  from  the  start  were  it  not  for 
ranches  and  large  valuation  in  Killaraught,  Commis- 
sion should  visit  district  and  see  for  themselves,  30874, 
30876. — There  were  two  men  whose  valuation  was 
£413  15s.  and  £404  5s.  respectively,  or  £88  more  than 
the  185  householders  in  Cioonloo,  30874. — These  men 
held  683  acres  between  them,  30875. 

Definition  of  Congestion  Unsatisfactory. 

Electoral  division  of  Kilgree  had  been  scheduled, 
witness  represented  it  on  the  County  Council,  30878. — 
There  were  only  202  holdings  under  £10  valuation, 
whereas  in  Killaraught  there  were  225,  which  showed 
that  law  was  defective,  and  definition  of  congestion 
unsatisfactory,  but  for  the  grazing  ranches  in  the 
southern  portion  it  would  have  been  scheduled,  long 
ago,  30879. 

Advantages  of  Migration. 

Migration  recommended  as  a cure  for  congestion, 
30880. — If  two  or  three  small  holders  were  taken 
away,  those  left  behind  would  be  richer  by  the  amal- 
gamated holdings,  30881-2,  30886-8,  30892.'— Man  who 
was  left  behind  might  have  100  acres  of  mountain 
land,  30893. — Holding  as  a rule  about  four  or  five 
acres  of  land  apart  from  grazing  rights,  all  small 
farmers,  some  held  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  thirty 
acres,  but  owing  to  quality  of  land  they  were  not 
comfortable,  30894. 

Class  of  Land. 

Depended  on  quality  of  land,  and  how  it  was 
obtained  whether  they  could  live  comfortably  on 
enlarged  holdings,  30895-6. — A man  and  his  son  could 
till  two  Irish  acres  with  a loy  and  a shovel,  30883. — 
Not  a class  of  land  that  ought  to  be  all  tilled,  in  the 
half-parish  only  fifty  acres  on  which  a plough  could 
run,  it  therefore  had  to  be  done  by  a spade,  loy,  and 
shovel,  30885. — Land  would  stay  in  grass  about  five 
years,  then  it  would  go  back  to  its  original  nothing- 
ness, necessity  for  drainage,  30889-90. 


MORAN,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Armstrong  Estate. 

Armstrong  Estate  purchased  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  about  three  years  ago,  area  of  tenanted  land 
3,524  acres,  un tenanted,  326  acres,  purchase  money  for 
whole  estate,  £44,000,  poor  law  valuation,  £1783  Us 
number  of  years’  purchase  24|  of  the  valuation ; most’ 


MORAN,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 

of  the  estate  situate  in  Achonry;  seventy  tenants 
under  £10  valuation ; it  would  have  been  scheduled  as 
congested  but  for  waste  ranches  let  to  graziers  on 
eleven  months’  system,  thereby  depriving  poor  tenants 
of  any  assistance  from  Congested  Districts  Board- 
estate  bought  over  the  heads  of  tenants,  who  were  not 
consulted  in  any  way  and  did  not  know  how  many 
years’  purchase  they  had  to  pay  for  their  holdings- 
at  request  of  tenantry  parish  priest  wrote  to  Board 
to  ascertain  the  price,  reply  being  20  years’  pur- 
chase of  first  judicial  rents,  23  years’  purchase  of 
second;  price  excessive  as  great  many  of  these  poor 
tenants  never  had  judicial  rent  fixed,  but  accepted 
3s.  in  the  £,  abatement  each  year ; they  owed  arrears 
etc.,  and  when  they  spoke  to  agent  about  getting  fair 
rent  fixed  they  were  told  he  would  process  for  all 
arrears,  which  meant  ruin  to  tenants ; they  were  thus 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act ; if  they  had  a free 
hand  they  would  have  obtained  five  or  six  shillings 
in  the  £,  majority  of  tenants  could  not  maintain 
themselves  for  one  quarter  of  the  year  if  it  were  not 
for  remittances  from  England  and  America. 

Migratory  Labourers. 

About  sixty  migratory  labourers  went  to  England 
every  year  to  earn  rent  and  keep  their  parents  and 
remainder  of  family  to  eke  out  a living  at  home. 

Inspection  before  Purchase. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  make  personal  in- 
spection of  each  holding  before  purchasing  to  see  if 
it  were  security  for  price  they  were  paying ; not  done 
on  Armstrong  Estate;  price  paid  excessive  when  com- 
pared with  price  for  adjoining  estate  purchased  under 
Act  of  1886 ; Lord  Norbury’s  estate  sold  at  16  years’ 
purchase ; land  far  superior  to  Armstrong  Estate,  and 
tenants  would  get  reduction  of  2s.  in  the  £ at  end  of 
every  ten  years. 

First  two  Estates  purchased  under  Act  of  1903  in 
County  Sligo. 

First  two  estates  purchased  under  Act  of  1903  in 
County  Sligo  were  Marginson  and  Armstrong  Estates, 
former  bought  at  13^  years’  purchase,  latter  at  24$ 
years’  purchase,  though  amount  of  untenanted  land 
on  Marginson  Estate  was  comparatively  greater;  506 
acres  tenanted  land  on  Marginson  Estate,  405  un- 
tenanted, £4,412  purchase  money,  £171  13s.  6 d.  rent 
of  untenanted  land ; on  Armstrong  Estate,  3,524  acres 
tenanted,  326  untenanted  land,  £4,440  purchase 
money,  and  £1,899  11s.  2d.,  rent  of  untenanted  land. 

Tenants  on  Armstrong  Estate  aggrieved  at  Con- 
gested Districts  Board — Collection  of  Rent, 

Inaction  as  to  Improvements,  Importation  of 

Strangers. 

Tenants  on  Armstrong  Estate  felt  aggrieved,  for 
although  Board  had  purchased  estate  nearly  three 
years,  tenants  had  derived  no  benefit  under  sale  up  to  the 
present;  Board  had  collected  full  rent  for  the  third 
year;  taking  average  reduction  tenants  would  be  en- 
titled to  61s.  8 d.  in  the  £ as  five-sixths  of  them  were 
first  judicial  tenants ; Board  would  have  extracted 
from  tenants  one  year’s  rent,  or  £1,899  11s.  2d. ; if 
tenants  bought  direct  from  landlord  or  from  Estates 
Commissioners  they  would  get  the  benefit  of  the  pur- 
chase from  the  time  of  purchase  as  nearly  all  first 
judicial  tenancies  had  expired  before  purchase  of  this 
estate  and  tenants  were  prepared  to  go  into  Court  to 
have  judicial  rent  fixed,  but  they  expected  to  get 
benefit  of  the  purchase ; very  unfair  of  Board  to  de- 
mand full  rent  for  third  year,  Board  purchased  all 
arrears  on  this  property,  some  of  which  accrued 
twenty-five  years’  ago,  and  landlord  found  it  im- 
possible to  collect  them  as  people  had  no  means  to 
pay ; Board  sued  all  cases  for  arrears ; and  there  had 
never  been  any  combination  of  ten  an  try  against  pay- 
ing rent  on  this  property ; people  indignant  to  see 
Board  make  a rent-collection  machine  of  itself,  send- 
ing sheriff’s  bailiffs  to  seize  on  these  poor  tenants 
•rnoA6’  30898- — No  benefit  from  the  improvements, 
30898. — Board  had  not  improved  tenants’  land,  only 
the  ranches,  30899. — Tenants  derived  no  benefit  from 
the  ranches,  full  rent  collected  jnst  the  same,  30900, 
30928.— Ranch  not  broken  up  yet,  30901. — Appor- 
tioned into  economic  holdings;  Board  should  not  buy 
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arrears  from  landlord  unless  they  got  a grant  to  wipe 
them  out;  tenants  from  Mayo  had  been  put  in  oil 
the  ranches  before  claims  of  small  landholders  were 
considered ; it  had  been  promised  that  no  person  should 
be  imported  into  the  district  until  all  uneconomic 
holdings  on  the  estate  were  enlarged,  yet  in  violation 
of  that  promise  they  imported  a certain  party  in  on 
the  demesne  lands;  if  Board  wanted  to  deal  fairly 
with  tenants  there  was  no  room  on  the  estate  for  im- 
portation ; seventy  small  tenants  under  £10  valuation, 
and  land  available  would  not  suffice  to  give  economic 
holdings  to  such  a number ; there  were  herds  who 
were  evicted  on  those  ranches  for  refusing  to  herd  for 
graziers,  also  young  men  who  left  employment  of 
graziers,  and  their  claims  should  have  been  con- 
sidered before  Board  imported  any  person  into  the 
district ; Board  would  not  have  been  purchasers  of 
ranches  but  for  prompt  action  of  Nationalists  of  the 
district;,  as  graziers  were  negotiating  with  landlords 
to  purchase  tenants’  interest  of  the  ranches  at  time 
agitation  was  raised  against  that  pernicious  system, 
30902. — The  ranches  had  become  tenanted  land,  Board 
was  paying  all  attention  to  them,  30925. — They  had 
been  handed  over  to  tenants  by  Board,  30926-7. — Im- 
provement schemes  were  going  on  on  the  ranches  that 
were  being  handed  over  to  tenants,  but  not  on  ten- 
ants’ land  up  to  the  present,  30931. — Tenants’  land 
needed  improvements,  property  affected  by  the  Owen- 
more,  30931-2. 


Compulsory  Powers  for  Congested  Districts 
Board,  Proposed. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  compulsory 
powers  to  purchase  these  waste  and  non-residential 
holdings  at  a fair  price,  and  should  be  supplied  with 
sufficient  funds  to  enable  them  to  carry  our  propect 
of  planting  people  on  the  land  of  their  forefathers; 
they  would  be  able  to  give  an  economic  holding  ro 
every  young  man  in  Connaught  and  thereby  prevent 
emigration,  30902,  30919-21. 


Lace-Making.  . 

No  local  industry,  but  lace  making ; there  was  a 
technical  hall  in  the  parish  where  lace-making  was 
taught,  it  was  built  free  by  Sir  J.  Gore-Booth  and 
handed  over  to  Parish  Committee ; there  was  a com- 
petent teacher  from  Banada,  30902,  30907-8. — But 
Committee  had  not  sufficient  funds  to  work  up  the. 
industry  ; witness  thought  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  give  a free  grant  to  this  institution  and  pro- 
vide market  for  the  work  performed  by  the  young 
girls  attending  the  class,  30902-3. — Agricultural  Board 
provided  market  for  other  commodities,  30904. — And 
lace  industry  should  not  be  thrown  over  for  want  of 
market.  30906. — Agricultural  Board  gave  a grant  but 
local  people  equipped  the  school,  cost  left  in  the  hands 
of  Father  Quinn,  30909-13. — If  there  were  more  funds 
more  pupils  could  be  accommodated,  about  thirty  or 
forty  at  present,  there  could  be  100^  30914-6. — If  the 
work  was  encouraged  they  would  be  able  to  sell  the 
lace,.  30917. — No  industry  which  existed  in  the 
locality  worth  carrying  on  unless  it  could  be  done 
profitably,  30933-4. 


Drainage  and  Roads. 

Drainage  of  the  Owenmore  an  important  matter  as 
some  of  the  tenants’  lands  were  periodically  flooded 
by  tributaries  of  that  river,  30902. — Roads  should  be 
made  for  tenants  and  Board  should  drain  the  lands 
on  all  estates  they  purchase,  which  they  had  not 
done  on  Armstrong  Estate,  except  through  the 
ranches,  30922-4. 


SLEIN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Uneconomic  Holdings  in  Aughanagti,  Valuation, 

ETC. 

Witness’s  holding  consisted  of  about  twenty-three 
English  acres  in  the  Boyle  No.  2 Rural  District  Elec- 
toral Division  of  Aughanagh ; thirty-four  holdings  on 
estate  under  £5  Ids.,  and  in  addition  seventeen  families 


SLEIN,  Mr.  PATRICK— continued. 

who  were  unrated;  average  valuation  £2  10s.,  many  of 
them  lived  in  hute  and  had  to  send  their  children  to 
England  and  America  to  earn  the  necessaries  of  life; 
American  remittances  had  been  received  by  almost 
every  person  an  the  division ; total  valuation  of  divi- 
sion was  £2,126  Is. ; four  people  owned  £847  worth, 
leaving,  average  valuation  of  remaining  156  at  about 
£8;  there  were  424  acres  of  untenanted  land  of  very 
best  quality,  which  should  be  divided  among  these 
poor  people;  people  paying  big  rents  for  bad  lands, 
30936-7. 

Compulsory  Powers  of  Congested  Districts  Board, 
Proposed. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  power  to  pur- 
chase this  untenanted  land  and  to  use  'it  for  increasing 
holdings  of  small  holders;  landlords  refused  to  sell, 
one  had  asked  such  an  exorbitant  price  that  tenants 
could  not  purchase,  the  other  would  sell  at  over  twenty- 
seven  years’  purchase ; compulsion  was  necessary, 
30938-40. 


Rent  on  Phibbs  Estate. 

On  Phibb’s  Estate  a number  of  people  prevented 
from  going  into  court,  about  thirteen  years  ago  one 
townland  was  held  in  rundale,  landlord  had  land 
striped,  fixed  new  rent,  and  tenants  signed  new  agree- 
ments, but  afterwards  found  they  were  returned  as 
future  tenants  and  prevented  from  going  into  court, 
so  they  still  had  to  pay  exorbitant  rent,  30941. 


Alteration  of  Law  as  to  Fixing  of  Fair  Rents 
DESIRED. 

Arrangement  made  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago, 
30942. — People  would  like  to  have  law  altered  as 
remedy  for  this  grievance,  two  of  the  tenants  who  did 
not  agree  to  the  re-striping  arrangement  went  into 
court  and  got  7s.  in  the  £ reduction,  30943. 


Flooding. 

There  was  a lake  which  caused  flooding  of  about 
200  acres  periodically,  and  did  great  damage;  lake 
should  be  drained  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  if 
this  were  done  there  would  be  no  need  for  expenditure 
on  the  road,  30943-4. 


DURCAN,  Mb.  EDWARD. 


Messrs.  Knox’s  Bellaghy  Estate. 

Messrs.  Knox  had  been  asked  to  sell  their  estate  to 
the  tenants,  and  the  people  were  told  that  they  might 
put  Congested  Districts  Board  in  motion ; land- 
lords then  asked  to  sell  to  Congested  Districts  Board 
and  people  had  also  written  to  Secretary  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  asking  Board  to  buy ; letter 
was  received  from  agent  of  above  estate  stating  that 
he  had  been  in  correspondence  with  Congested  Districts 
Board  office  on  the  subject  of  a sale,  and  that  as  the 
estate  was  circumstanced  at  present  and  owned  in  in- 
dividual shares  Board  would  not  purchase;  and  hav- 
ing investigated  into  prices  usually  given  for  con- 
gested estates  having  no  grass  lands  Messrs.  Knox 
were  not  disposed  to  go  to  expense  of  furnishing  par- 
ticulars required  by  the  Board  because  they  felt  confi- 
dent price  that  would  be  offered  could  not  be  accepted ; 
landlords  again  asked  for  what  number  of  years’ 
purchase  they  would  sell  estate  to  tenants ; reply  stat- 
ing that  Messrs.  Knox  were  not  at.  all  willing  to  sell 
estate  and  did  not  see  why  they  should  make  a pro- 
posal, but  if  some  person  would  make  a reasonable 
offer  on  behalf  of  the  tenants  it  would  be  submitted 
to  Messrs.  Knox,  30945. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Bill  Proposed. 

Government  had  been  asked  to  pass  Compulsory 
Purchase  Bill,  to  deal  with  landlords  of  this  kind, 
otherwise  tenants  were  powerless  to  deal  with  them, 
30945. 

2 j)  2 
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MAYE,  Mb.  MICHAEL — continued. 


Inspection  of  ' Holdings  Befobe  Purchase. 

The  following  instances  of  sales  under  the  Ash- 
bourne Act  showed  the  necessity  for  inspection  of  hold 
ings ; Coragon  Estate  was  purchased  at  from  five  to 
eleven  and  a half  years’  purchase,  averaging  about 
nine  years,  tenants  and  landlord  had  agreed  to  four- 
teen years’  purchase',  hut  when  Government  inspector 
came  he  found  it  was  not  value  for  fourteen  years’ 
purchase ; other  examples  were  M'Dermott  Estate  and 
Lord  Norbury’s  estate,  30946. 

Pbotest  against  the  Inceeasbd  Pkices  asked  by 
Landlords. 

Tenants  on  Knox  Estate  should  not  be  asked  to  pay 
more  in  1907  than  tenants  on  adjoining  estates  paid 
under  Ashbourne  Act  on  first  term  rents,  30946-7. — 
Most  of  rents  on  Knox  Estate  were  first  term  rents, 
30947. — Sir  Granville  Brewitt  had  agreed  to  sell  his 
estate  at  fourteen  years’  purchase  nine  or  ten  years 
ago,  now  he  wanted  twenty  years’  purchase,  30948. — 
It  was  owing  to  some  misunderstanding  between  an 
adjoining  landlord  as  to  a bog  rhat  the  sale  fell 
through,  30949. 

Drainage  Scheme  Proposed. 

Greater  portion  of  land  in  the  district  was  wet  and 
swampy,  and  Government  were  requested  to  start 
drainage  scheme  with  a view  to  having  number  of 
rivers  sunk  which  overflowed  and  caused  great  damage 
to  crops  and  loss  to  farmers,  30949. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  should  undertake  arterial  drainage, 
30950-1. 


MAYE,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 


Powell  Estate. 

Number  of  tenants  on  Powell  Estate  was  seventy- 
five,  and  average  tenantry  valuation  £2  14s.  per  hold- 
ing; three  holdings  alone  being  valued  at  £10,  and 
remainder  ranged  from  10s.  to  £6  10s. ; landlord  lived 
on  estate,  which  had  not  been  purchased  under  any 
Act,  but  which  was  one  of  the  moet  congested  in 
Connaught  and  deserved  special  treatment,  30954. 

Turbary. 

Large  supply  of  bog  on  the  estate,  which  could  be 
made  more  valuable,  but  there  were  about  twenty-four 
holders  of  small  farms  who  were  not  in  possession 
of  any  turbary,  and  who  had,  in  past  years,  to  ob- 
tain bog  on  adjoining  estates  though  landlord  had  been 
supplying  outsiders,  30954-5. 

Grazing  Ranch. 


Water  Supply. 

Many  of  the  tenants  suffered  much  for  want  of  water 
during  summer  and  autumn ; provision  in  this  respect 
would  prove  a boon. 

Uneconomic  Holdings. 

Number  of  uneconomic  holdings  at  present  existed 
on  Cooper’s  estate  brought  about  by  arbitrary  action 
of  landlord  some  forty  years  ago,  he  having  evicted 
the  then  holders  and  put  in  their  stead  “ planters  ” 
and  even  after  they  had  been  removed  land-  which 
they  reclaimed  was  subsequently  given  over  to  those 
who  were  planted  in  their  place,  30958. 


MLOUGHLIN,  Rev.  PATRICK. 


Congested  Districts  Board’s  Operations  in 
Leitrim. 

Operations  of  Congested  Districts  Board  very 
limited  in  County  Leitrim,  total  amount  of  funds  ex- 
pended in  county  showed  correctness  of  belief,  30962, 
30985. 

Local  Representative  Needed. 

Limitation  of  operations  partly  due  to  want  of  re- 
presentation of  county  on  Board,  30962,  30963. — Some 
members  of  Board  most  kindly  disposed  to  county 
might  have  displayed  considerable  interest,  yet  wit- 
ness did  not  believe  they  would  have  intensity  of 
interest  required  by  representative  to  work  projects 
proposed  by  the  people,  30963. — Board  left  initiative 
of  works  too  much  to  simple  people,  30962,  30985.— 
Peasantry  and  many  connected  with  them  could  not 
initiate  schemes  or  deal  with  problems,  30986.— No 
assistance  was  received  in  such  matters,  30963.— Ex- 
cept from  one  or  two  members  of  Board,  30986,  31046. 
— When  the  people  or  their  representatives  put  for- 
“ward  schemes,  or  made  inquiries!  Board  always  found 
objections  to  particular  scheme,  30963. — Reasons  al- 
leged genex-ally  want  of  funds  or  that  powers  and 
funds  were  confined  by  laws  and  rules,  30963,  30986, 
31010. — Peasantry  or  their  representatives  would  not 
find  but  other  things  to  their  benefit  and  so  practically 
everything  fell  through,  30986,  31004,  31049-50. — Wit- 
ness did  not  say  the  Board  had  failed,  avoided  that 
word,  30985. — Practically  everything  fell  through, 
30986,  31004,  31049-50. — Powers  and  funds  of  Board 
should  be  increased,  30963.' — At  present  there  were  no 
local  representatives  on  Board  as  such,  principle  very 
good,  but  witness  would  prefer  a representative,  30964. 
— Would  like  construction  of  Board  changed  in  such 
way  that  at  least  each  oounty  in  which  were  scheduled 
areas,  should  have  a representative,  30965,  30966, 
30969. 


There  was  a grazing  ranch  of  about  seventy  acres 
on  the  estate  in  occupation  of  the  landlord  and  divi- 
sion of  this  would  in  some  measure  relieve  congestion 
but  though  Congested  Districts  Board  had  been  ap- 
proached,  nothing  came  of  it,  as  landlord  was  un- 
willing to  part  with  ranch,  30955-8. 


Compulsory  Powers  Proposed. 

Necessity  for  the  Board  to  acquire  compulsor 
powers  to  take  over  such  ranches,  otherwise  refusal  c 
individual  to  accept  equitable  compensation  woul 
render  egorts  to  relieve  congestion  futile;  relief  c 
congestion  was  essential  and  could  alone  be  satisfai 
30958-9amed  °Ut  ^ glvmg  Board  “npulsory  powers 


Migration. 

Unwillingness  of  tenants  to  submit  to  migrate 
scheme  arose  from  fear  of  contracting  obligations  th 
would  net  be  able  to  discharge ; they  felt  it  would 
necessary  to  incur  fairly  large*  initial  expense  fofiSi 
up  a new  home ; this  difficulty  could  be  overcome 
making  provision  for  granting  a sum  necessarykTL 
cases,  and  tenants  would,  no  doubt,  be  willing  to  em 
info  such  an  arrangement.  8 


Elected  Representative  would  be  Best. 

In  regard  to  mode  of  appointment,  elected  represen- 
tatives of  some  sort  would  be  looked  for ; as  a popular 
representative  witness  would  not  deny  right  of  nominal 
tion,  30967. — Generally  speaking,  for  a position  of 
the  kind  an  elected  representative  was  best,  30967. — 
Representatives  might  be  elected  in  various  ways,  by 
representative  bodies,  not  necessarily  by  individual 
voters,  30968. 

Order  in  which  Congested  Districts  should  be 
dealt  with. 

It  would  never  be  possible  to  grant  Board  a sufficient 
sum  to  meet  requirements  of  all  congested  district 
counties  at  once,  things  should  be  done  gradually, 
30970. — Witness  did  not  mean  that  some  places  would 
have  to  be  dealt  with  before  others,  but  that  a great 
deal  of  good  could  be  done  in  each  county  by  taking 
the  work  piecemeal,  30971. — When  powers  and  in- 
come of  Board  were  increased,  even  if  some  places 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with  before  others,  it  migh* 
have  done  enough  already  in  some,  and  time  of  Lei- 
trim should  now  come,  30791.— If  the  Board  had  at 
their  disposal  a given  sum,  supposing  there  were  things 
on  which  they  ought  to  spend  money,  in  Galway  and 
other  things  apparently  not  so  pressing  in  Kerry,  no 
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reasonable  person  should  consider  money  ought  to  be 
spent  on  things  practically  unnecessary,  30973. — To 
a certain  extent  pressing  things  should  be  dealt  with 
first,  wherever  found,  30974. — Pressure  might  be  rela- 
tive, 30975.— If  a county  was  pressed  it  might  be  given 
some  relief  without  absolutely  depriving  another  of 
what  it  required,  if  Board  had  greater  powers  and 
funds  it  might  do  great  deal  of  good  in  several 
counties  without  doing  all  they  required,  30976. 

Possible  Disadvantages  of  having  Local  Repre- 
sentation. 

Effect  of  adoption  of  two  representatives  from  each 
county  would  not  be  to  divide  the  funds  in  Board’s 
possession  amongst  counties  to  meet  the  pressure  put 
upon  it  by  representatives,  thereby  depriving  a par- 
ticular county  where  a great  deal  of  immediate  work 
was  needed^  30977-8. — If  funds  were  common  to  all 
congested  counties  a representative  and  his  consti- 
tuents would  think  they  wei-e  entitled  to  portion  of 
these  funds,  impossible  for  these  constituents  to 
measure  their  need  with  that  of  which  they  did  not 
know,  they  would  look  at  their  own  necessities  from 
purely  local  point  of  view,  30980. — Division  of  funds 
and  consequent  deprivation  of  a county  a hypothetical 
case,  30980. — As  things  existed  it  was  not  a hypothesis 
witness  would  consider,  30981,  30983. — Witness  had 
never  been  in  West  Connemara,  Mayo,  or  the  Rosses 
in  Donegal,  and  seen  their  condition  as  compared  with 
that  of  his  own  county,  had  scarcely  ever  been  out 
of  his  county,  30984. 

Cattle  Scheme. 

Improvement  of  cattle  scheme  had  failed,  30987. — 
Witness  spoke  of  all  the  years  until  the  cattle  scheme 
practically  ceased  in  Leitrim  as  far  as  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  was  concerned,  30988-9. — The  Agricul- 
tural Department  had  taken  over  the  whole,  31002-3. 
— Witness  would  not  now  be  disposed  to  say  Board 
had  been  backward  in  giving  help  to  the  district, 
31004. — From  want  of  funds  and  powers  Board  was 
forced  to  form  a scheme,  result  of  which  was  that 
farmers  who  took  the  leading  animals  were  robbed, 
30990. — Price  farmers  had  to  pay,  system  of  keep  they 
were  forced  to  adopt,  and  sum  received  for  animals 
when  disposed  of,  left  them  losers  for  the  sake  of 
assisting  their  neighbours ; result  was  they  gave  up 
these  things,  30991-3,  31116. — Board’s  idea  was  accu- 
rate enough,  30993,  30996,  31114. — Breakdown  was  in 
■financial  system,  and  was  due  to  the  Board,  not  to 
farmers,  30994-5,  30997,  31000,  31115-6. — Sufficient 
knowledge  was  not  brought  to  bear  upon  the  class  of 
bulls  suitable  to  the  varying  lands,  30998,  31000, 
31114-5. — Class  suitable  to  the  county  generally  if  not 
put  on  best  adapted  lands  deteriorated  instead  of  im- 
proving, 31000. — A considerable  number  of  cattle  had 
been  placed  in  Leitrim  in  the  first  years,  but  for  the 
past  years  they  had  fallen  away  badly;  Boai-d  had 
changed  their  schemes  somewhat  through  time,  and 
given  some  more  facilities  in  the  end,  31117. 

Matters  Requiring  Attention  of  Board. 

Amongst  matters  Board  should  deal  with  were  the 
condition  of  land,  congestion  connected  with  it,  emi- 
gration going  on,  31005-6. — And  drainage,  31006-7, 
31054.— It  should  partially  take  initiative  in  a county 
like  Leitrim,  except  in  very  commonplace  schemes, 
31051-2. — Board,  or  similar  body,  should  explore 
mineral  wealth  of  country,  31053. 

Deterioration  of  Land  in  Leitrim. 

Condition  of  land  had  deteriorated  in  the  last  thirty 
years  owing  to  various  circumstances,  31010-16,  31018- 
19. — There  was  more  flooded  land,  and  there  were  half 
•acres  of  stones  on  the  best  land  in  Leitrim,  31013. 

Liming. 

More  culture  and  more  lime  were  required,  31010. 
—No  lime  had  been  put  upon  tti-it  part  of  country 
for  over  thirty  years,  31012,  31010-6.— Comparing 
time_  before  the  Act  of  1881  and  since,  the  habit  of 
putting  lime  and  attending  land  and  keeping  it  in 
heart  had  altered,  31017. — Liming  implied  possi- 
bility of  getting  lime,  and  plenty  of  labour  to  put  it 
in,  31019-20. — Lime  had  disappeared,  31021. — Lime- 
stone was  not  exhausted,  but  the  means  to  bum  it, 
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31022. — Turf  was  formerly  burnt-,  |31033^  31037. — 
Falling  off  in  supply  of  lime  was  attributable  in  great 
paid;  to  diminution  of  turf  available,  31023-4,  31026, 
31028. — Twenty  or  thirty  years’  cutting  made  great 
difference  with  bogs,  31037. — Bog  was  not  to  be  found 
in  large  quantity  in  the  county,  in  many  instances 
turf  could  only  be  got  from  mountains  miles  distant, 
31025-6. — Whatever  lime-kilns  were  now  in.  the  county 
were  fed  almost  exclusively  by  the  remains  of  coal, 
because  of  scarcity  and  difficulty  in  obtaining  turf, 
31026,  31034-6. 

Previously  there  were  several  lime-kilns  bunmng 
lime  which  farmers  bought,  31027-8. — Witness  never 
knew  landlords  supply  anything  except  processes  in 
his  district,  31029. — The  farmer  set  up  the  lime-kiln 
and  probably  had  turf  on  his  own  farm,  31026. — He 
nsight  have  had  five  or  six  miles  to  go  for  limestone 
or  have  had  it  beside  him,  it  was  sometimes  necessary 
to  remove  six  or  ten  feet  of  clay  to  obtain  it ; this  was 
now  impossible  for  want  of  labour,  31030. — Causes  of 
cessation  of  lime-burning  were  the  poverty  of  the 
individual  tenant  and  inability  to  get  together  the 
several  elements  necessary  for  production  of  lime, 
31031. — There  was  more  money  in  one  parish  thirty 
years  ago  than  in  ten  now,  31038. — At  that  time  there 
was  a large  population  in  the  country,  and  two 
kinds  of  manure  were  used\  lime  and  “ blue  sand  ” or 
gravel ; people  were  engaged  in  manuring  the  land 
with  tlhe  blue  gravel  an  a way  unfit  for  human  beings, 
but  by  this  system  the  land  had  been  brought  into  a 
state  of  cultivation  very  different  from  the  present, 
31019. — Witness,  when  a boy,  had  seen  fifteen  ricks 
of  oats  at  individual  houses,  whilst  so  much  could  not 
be  got  now  from  the  whole  parish,  31019. — Any  quan- 
tity of  corn  could  then  be  obtained,  31020-21. — Now 
none  could  be  got,  31021. 

Falling  off  in  Production  of  Corn. 

Falling  off  in  production  of  corn  was  attributable 
principally  to  condition  of  trade,  31043.— Sometimes 
to  the  price,  31044. — This  had,  however,  risen  in  1907 
to  £1  a sack  instead  of  15s.  a year  or  two  previous, 
but  this  was  useless  to  witness’s  district  for  they  had 
no  corn,  31045,  31111. — Each  county  had  different 
names  for  the  quantity  sold,  in  Leitrim  a sack  of 
oats  meant  twenty-four  stone,  31045. 

Artificial  Manure. 

Artificial  manure  was  now  used  to  a very  limited 
extent  for  potatoes,  or  a piece  of  meadow,  31039. — 
Basic  slag  somewhat  taking  the  place  of  lime-burning, 
31040. — Not  because  cheaper  than  lime,  31041. — But 
because  it  should  be  better  than  lime  if  it  contained 
the  elements  stated,  31042. 

Land  Available  in  Leitrim  for  Relief  of  Con- 
gestion. 

Much  land  had  gone  out  of  cultivation,  31102. — There 
was  a 'large  extent  of  untenanted  land  in  the  county, 
though  not  so  great  as  in  the  midlands,  31006. — As 
regarded  grazing  tracts  that  might  be  available  for 
new  holdings,  there  was  much  evicted  land,  31103. — It 
was  about  equally  in  the  hands  of  large  tenants  and 
the  landlords,  31104 ; on  a townland  in  witness’s  par- 
ish there  had  been  fourteen  tenants;  all  had  been 
evicted  except  two,  but  the  Estates  Commissioners  had 
now  restored  those  tenants,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
large  farm  recently  sold;  witness  knew  of  no  others, 
but  in  other  parts  of  tlhe  county  they  would  be  plenty, 
31113. 

Drainage  and  Reclamation  of  Land. 

A quantity  of  waste  land>  or  what  was  little  better 
might  be  greatly  improved  -if  drained,  31006,  31010. 
— This  would  be  equivalent  to  the  purchase  of  ranches, 
31105,  31136. — Witness  believed  that  by  attention  to 
drainage  in  all  the  land  he  knew  in  North  Leitrim  a 
different  state  of  things  would  obtain,  31010. — The 
extent  of  land  and  bog  reclaimable  from  Largeydonnel 
River  by  expenditure  of  £300  would  be  several  hun- 
dred acres,  31105,  31136. — The  productive  power  of 
farms  and  the  value  of  holdings  would  be  increased!, 
31138-9. — The  value  of  individual  holdings  would 
not  enormously  increase,  31137. — Those  in  wit- 

ness’s palish  were  so  small  it  would  be  very  hard  to 
increase  their  value  to  any  great  extent,  31138. — 
Schemes  for  drainage  were  much  required  and 
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the  Board  should  do  more,  on  a large  scale,  in  Lei- 
trim, 31007,  31010,  31054,  31111,  31140.— Both  arterial 
and  field  drainage  were  required  in  the  county,  31055-6. 
— All  old  drains  were  closed  up,  rivers  were  stopped 
and  closed,  31012.— As  in  witness’s  parish,  by  rocks; 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  were  flooded ; 
crops  were  tom  away  in  harvest-time*  31106-7. — 
Mouths  of  bridges  were  choked  and  floods  turned  out 
on  the  land*  31013,  31108. — The  Bonet  River,  for  in- 
stance, rising  from  a little  lake  in  witness’s  parish, 
was  in  great  need  of  a large  scheme  of  drainage,  eyes 
of  bridge  crossing  it  as  it  left  the  lake,  were  completely 
filled,  recently,  by  the  flood  getting  further  up  the 
country;  a man  had  lost  his  horse  and  nearly  his 
own  life,  31108-9. — Witness's  parish  was  a glen*  and 
when  floods  came  they  carried  all  before  them;  the 
same  happened  in  practically  all  the  parishes,  because 
of  same  natural  formation,  31106. — Much  land  would 
be  reclaimed  by  edge  of  lake;  river  was  ruining 
health  of  people,  owing  to  its  water-logged  condi- 
tion a mist  rose  over  the  whole  place  at  night,  31111. 
— Unless  two  rocks  were  removed  the  water  could  not 
be  got  rid  of,  31141. — River  must  be  opened  to  the 
sea,  31140. — It  entered  the  latter  at  Bunduff,  where  a 
salmon  fishery  existed,  31141. — If  these  rocks  were  re- 
moved river  would  keep  itself  clean  afterwards,  and 
there  should  be  little  or  no  cost  of  maintenance, 
31140-1. — Board  should  have  charge  of  drainage 
schemes,  for  it  alone  knew  its  powers  and  had 
engineers  at  command  for  advice,  31054. — Witness  did 
not  advocate  Board  doing  anything,  or  all,  the  people 
required,  but  there  were  certain  things  Government 
must  do  to  build  up  commerce  in  Ireland  as  it  had  in 
England ; people  must  be  protected  by  laws,  facilities 
be  given,  and  obstacles  be  removed;  only  a Board 
such  as  Congested  Districts  Board,  could  deal  with 
drainage  schemes  where  Fishery  Company  was  con- 
cerned, a man  like  a parish  priest  would  be  unwilling 
to  act,  31141. — Witness  had  heard  no  objection  to  im- 
provements on  Bonet  River  by  “fisher*'  people,”  but 
all  knew  what  these  were  like,  31142.— The  Board  of 
Conservators  were  one  Board,  and  the  men  who  used 
the  fishery,  another,  31143. — Witness  knew  little  of 
legal  constitution  of  Board  of  Conservators,  only  knew 
he  would  be  afraid  to  touch  a fisherman  for  fear  of 
being  “booked,”  31144. 

Action  Taken  by  Board  in  Regard  to  Drainage 
Works. 

Board  had  taken  question  of  drainage  into  considera- 
tion, 31008. — Numbers  of  communications  had  been 
exchanged  between  public  bodies  of  the  county,  clergy- 
men, members  of  Parliament  and  other  representa- 
tives indicating  schemes,  officers  of  Board  had  visited 
engineers  had  prepared  estimates, 
31009,  31010.— After  the  visit  of  certain  Commis- 
sioners, Board  had  proposed  to  contribute  to  drainage 
works  an  the  county  on  condition  of  formation  of  a 
Drainage  Board,  31057-8,  31060,  31063,  31080.— Or 
offered  a contribution  to  the  County  Council  in  cer- 
if  Council  undertook  the  work,  31059-60, 

« j n S reBards  Largeydonnel  River,  Board  had 
offered  £100  conditional  on  formation  of  Drainage 
Board  and  County  Council  contributing  £200  towards 
soheme,  31063.  Difficulties  in  carrying  out  schemes 
were  insurmountable,  formation  of  a Drainage  Board 
was  very  expensive  and  so  complicated  that  a parish 
priest  and  the  unsophisticated  people  could  not  ap- 
proach such  a problem,  31061. 

Board’s  Conditions  not  Acceptable. 

It  was  very  difficult  even  for  a County  Council  to 
carry  out  drainage  works;  Board’s  condition  to  its 
contribution  to  County  Council  involved  additional 
rates  and  taxation  31062. -Conditions  were  such  as 
ro  imply  31067  -Public  all  s.id  Board  mu2 

31062-3. — People  wo  already  very 
highly  and  even  over-taxed,  31063-4,  31078.— Condi- 
'T°l&etSn§  sub,scriPtion  from  rates  would  kill  a 
scheme  m that  pari  of  country,  31067. 

Powers  oe  the  Boards  and  Funds. 
sympathy  would  never  bo  secured  (or  any 
Board  imposing  additional  taxation,  31066. The  con- 

tribution promised  was  insufficient  in  proportion  to 
that  asked  from  County  Council,  31067. —Wh ate v« 

i0r  “V  sche™  should  be 
giTOB  op  its  own  account,  and  it  should  hare  sufficient 
power  to  carry  out  the  wort,  31065,-It  should  W 
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sufficient  funds  to  execute  its  own  works,  great  or 
small,  and  absolute  powers  as  beneficiaries  of  the 
community,  31083,  31133.— All  schemes  put  forward 
by  Board  require  greater  powers  to  carry  them  out 
31061,  31111.— These  powers  might  possibly  include 
that  of  levying  a small  rate  upon  a district  benefited 
for  the  maintenance  of  works  done  by  money  of  Board* 
31134. — If  the  Board  had  sufficient  power  to  carry 
out  a drainage  scheme  in  proper  way  once  for  all  the 
cost  of  maintenance  would  be  so  trifling  that  either 
the  Board  might  impose  a merely  nominal  tax  or  con- 
sider one  altogether  unnecessary,  31140.— Witness  pre- 
ferred not  to  speak  on  the  question  of  rates  or  on 
those  matters  that  concerned  the  County  Council 
31135,  31081,  31110. — He  was  a most-  unwilling  wit- 
ness, and  was  only  present  because  commanded  in- 
attend*  31082.  TO 

When  Father  O’Hara  and  Dr.  O’Donnell  had  visited 
North  Leitrim  six  or  seven  years  ago  many  projects 
for  that  district  had  been  discussed  with  witness  • the 
county  had  always  felt  the  peculiarly  kindly  interest 
of  some  members  of  Board,  31046-48.  —All  these  nro- 
jects  had  failed,  31049-50. 


At  the  time  referred  to  large  contributions' 
were  offered  by  Board  for  making  certain  roads 
in  the  district,  but,  conditional  on  the  rates 
31068. — It  had  been  previously  ascertained  or 
was  thought  that  the  local  authority  would  provide 
the  balance  required,  31069-70.— Practically  there  were 
only  the  two  contributors,  the  Board  and  the  local 
rates,  very  likely  both  parties  thought  the  work  would 
go  on,  but  when  the  County  or  District  Council  met 
they  thought*  considering  their  taxation,  the  amount 
demaned  from  them  was  excessive,  31074-5,  31077.— 
Witness  was  not  aware  that  there  was  a sum  of 
£2,000  offered  by  the  Board  for  roads  and  drains 
on  condition  of  certain  contributions  and  that  this 
money  had  not  been  taken  up,  31076.— The  County 
Council  in  dealing  with  roads  considered  two 
classes,  roads  already  formed  and  new  roads ; 
the  Council  would  undertake  the  former  much  more 
readily  than  the  new,  because  whilst  in  case  of 
a,  new  road  the  Board  offered  only  a contribution  to 
the  cost,  the  Council  had  to  examine  how  many 
families  the  road  would  accommodate,  these  might  be 
comparatively  few  although  the  district  owiing  to  its 
remoteness  might  demand  the  road  ; in  promoting  drain- 
age works  or  road-making  Board  practically  offered  a 
contribution  and  left  all  further  responsibility  and  the 
maintenance  to  the  local  authority.  This  respon- 
sibility, especially  that  of  putting  forward  the  scheme- 
and  running  the  risk  of  legal  claims,  the  local  autho- 
mty  was  unwilling  to  take,  and  they  considered  the 
Board  should  have  the  necessary  power  to  save  them 
from  this,  31078-80. — In  the  question  of  roads,  especi- 
ally where  large  projects  were  concerned,  the  County 
Council  should  have  a voice,  but  where  there  would  be 
only  small  works  involving  an  expenditure  of  from 
£30  to  £100,  the  Board  should  have  absolute  power 
and  ample  funds  to  carry  them  out,  31085,  31145.— 
A difference  should  be  made  between  large  and  small' 
works,  because  large  works  would  involve  expendi- 
ture of  £1,500  or  £2,000  on  a long  road  of  2,500' 
perches  or  so*  31085.— Where  old  roads  existed  the 
rights  referring  to  them  had  already  been  determined ; 
as  regards  short  cuts  to  bogs  they  were  not  considered 
rateable  property,  i.e.,  works  the  County  Council  was 
obliged  to  maintain,  31086. — No  local  authority 
generally  looked  after  these  roads,  the  few  persons 
going  to  a bog  and  having  a common  roadway  kept  it 
up  themselves ; in  cases  of  serious  repairs  or  "to  make 
a,r®ad>  “ Board  gave  a small  contribution,  say 
of  £20  or  £30,  the  people  did  the  work,  and  the 
Council  should  have  nothing  to  say  to  that  as  they 
not  responsibible  for  further  repairs,  31087-8, 
oiuyo.— -The  people  in  the  district  maintained  such 
bog-roads,  31097. — Witness  was  not  aware  that  any 
other  class  in  the  community  did  this,  31098.— They 
also  paid  road  rates  for  other  roads.  31096.— System  a 
good  one,  and  with  regard  to  small  roads,  the  Board 
should  make  a contribution,  allow  the  people  to  make 
the  road. and  'impose  on  them  the  duty  of  maintaining 
it,  31087,  31099. — As  regards  large  roads  the  District 
Council  must  of  necessity  take  them  over  and  main- 
tain them,  31088,  31145.— The  County  Council  should 
carry  out  the  work  and  keep  it  in  hand,  31100.— The 
Board  paying  a sum  of  money  to  the  Council,  31101. 
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Both  authorities  should  join  and  make  the  road, 

31146-7. — The  County  Council  should  keep  it  up,  of 
course,  but  Congested  Districts  Board  got  the  best  of 
the  bargain,  31089-91. — Proportion  of  cost  offered  by 
Board  was  insufficient,  having  regard  to  further  up- 
keep and  expenses  subsequently  arising  for  which 
Council  was  responsible,  31101,  31148. 

Parish  Committees;  Extension  of  Work  Desirable. 

Respecting  industries  to  be  started,  witness  favoured 
Board  taking  initiative,  suggestion  lrad  been  made  by 
local  people  and  witness  about  Paiiish  Committees, 
31118. — Some  suggestions  for  benefit  of  people  had 
come  from  outside,  31120. — For  three  years  the  Parish 
Committees  had  been  working  in  the  place,  31119. — 
An  extraodinary  amount  of  good  had  been  done, 
people  and  Committees  working  honestly  together, 
31121. 

Improvement  of  Houses. 

Witness  would  like  to  point  out  some  desirable  ex- 
tensions. Small  sum  received  by  Parish  Committee, 
say,  £70,  was  insufficient  for  improvements;  it  was 
seeking  to  effect  where  there  were  so  many  bad  houses ; 
small  windows  should  be  replaced  by  good  ones  to 
admit  light  and  air;  and  old  flagged  bedroom  floors, 
or  concrete  and  clay  floors  be  boarded;  Committees 
did  precisely  what  Board  required,  31122-3. — It  was 
a scheme  of  subsidy  in  witness’s  parish,  31124. — £70 
was  the  sum  received  by  than  Committee,  31130. — For 
that  sum  three  times  £70  worth  of  work  was  done  by 
the  people  themselves,  31131. — The  year  was  now 
■closed,  31132. 

Planting  Suggested. 

Work  of  Parish  Committees  in  congested  areas  was 
confined  to  valuation  under  £7,  this  as  work  de- 
veloped, should  be  increased  to  £10  at  least,  31149-50. 
— If  funds  in  this  respect  were  increased  and  the 
Board  took  partial  initiative  in  improving  condition 
of  people,  much  more  could  be  done  through  the  Com- 
mittees; in  witness’s  parish,  it  was  intended  when 
the  houses  were  improved,  xo  ask  the  Board’s  permis- 
sion for  expenditure  of  one  year’s  grant  on  plantnig 
sheltering  belts  and  beauty  spots;  fruit  trees  and 
bushes,  save  gooseberries  and  currants,  would  not  live 
in  the  district,  31150-51. 

Crochet  Industry. 

Witness  had  suggested  a teacher  for  crochet  indus- 
try at  Kiltyclogher,  31126-28. — The  class  had  been  a 
success  until  witness  left  the  district,  31129. — He  had 
no  present  information  as  to  its  continuance,  31125. 
— Witness  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  tenants  to  pav  the  present  prices  of  rents  in  has 
district,  31151. 

MEEHAN,  Rev.  JOSEPH. 


Neglect  of  Leitrim  by  Board. 

County  Leitrim  had  been  extremely  neglected  by 
Congested  Districts  Board,  31153,  31193,  31222,  31232- 
3,  31335.— -This  was  to  be  seen  from  the  Board’s  re- 
ports, which  gave  separate  returns  for  special  dis- 
tricts ; witness  based  his  remarks  upon  the  Fifteenth 
Report  of  the  Board  and  the  Table  of  Expenditure 
it  contained,  31153,  31224. 
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carry  out  the  work  of  migration,  and  the  Board 
refused,  31157. — The  ground  for  refusal  was  inability 
to  buy  tenant-right  farms ; unsatisfactory  reason, 
as  the  Report  showed  such  faiuis  were  bought  else- 
where, 31158,  31191. — In  this  case  it  had  been  pro- 
posed to  sell  the  tenant-right  only,  31159. — The  ten- 
ant farmer,  Holmes,  had  written  at  witness’s  sug- 
gestion and  had  the  Board’s  letters,  31167. — Witness 
had  gathered  from  the  reports  that  the  Board  could 
only  buy  the  tenant-right  of  a farm  from  its  income, 
whilst  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate  it  obtained  an 
advance  from  the  Land  Commission,  31190,  31192. — 
This  made  a difference,  31191. — But  it  was  unfor- 
tunate the  Board  had  done  absolutely  nothing  for  the 
county  in  the  purchase  of  estates,  despite  its  great  work 
elsewhere,  31180,  31193. — The  second  estate  offered  in 
witness’s  parish  was  a small  one  in  Lisnagowan, 
containing  three  or  four  farms ; the  place  had  been 
sold  within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  31159,  31168. 

- — Witness  had  written  himself  to  the  Board  at  the 
request  of  two  or  three  occupiers,  and  had  kept  the 
reply,  31167,  31169. — Neither  agent  nor  proprietor 
had  communicated  with  the  Board  as  far  as  witness 
was  aware,  31170-71. — No  communication  was  made 
by  witness  to  owners  representing  desirability  of  sale 
to  Board,  31172,  31174. — But  he  had  pointed  out  to 
the  Board  that  the  land  was  being  sold  in  Court, 
31172. — The  transactions  were  presumably  under  the 
Estates  Commissioners ; there  were  negotiations  for 
sale  between  some  parties,  31173. — The  land  was  good 
grass  land,  with  mountain  ranches  beside  it,  which 
could  have  been  added  to  the  farms,  31160. — -There 
were  no  holdings  in  rundale  in  County  Leitrim  as 
far  as  witness  knew,  31161. — Regarding  the  third 
estate,  there  was  a splendid  vacant  farm,  containing 
at  least  a hundred  acres  of  very  good  land,  imme- 
diately adjoining  a congested  district,  which  would 
have  been  very  suitable  for  migration  schemes,  31162- 
4,  31176. — The  land  was  still  untenanted,  31165. — 
The  estate  was  Dr.  Roden’s,  in  the  districts  of  Drum- 
keeran,  Manorhamilton,  lying  just  along  the  con- 
gested district  of  Killarga,  31166,  31176. — The  matter 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  by  the  owner 
himself,  31162-3,  31177,  31181.— Tliere  was  sent  a 
letter  of  acknowledgment,  together  with  a circular 
«.nd  there  the  matter  had  stopped,  31162,  31182. — 
Witness  had  examined  the  circular  very  carefully  to 
see  whether  it  contained  any  reason  justifying  the 
Board  for  its  abstention,  and  had  found  none,  31182. 
— Witness  could  not  tell  whether  the  circular  had 
been  filled  in  by  the  owner  and  returned  to  the  Board  ; 
Dr.  Roden  had  stated  that  he  could  get  no  further 
communication  from  the  Board,  31193-4. — Witness 
would  expect  the  Board,  if  anxious  to  further  the 
work  they  were  engaged  in,  to  supply  a little  defi- 
ciency of  the  kind  m the  case  of  a person  selling  an 
estate  by  making  further  inquiries  ; there  was  a prima 
facie  case  for  the  purchase  by  the  representations  of 
the  owner,  and  it  should  not  have  fallen  through 
owing  to  the  mere  fact  of  his  not  having  gone  through 
a very  elaborate  series  of  replies,  31185-88. — Witness 
could  not  say  that  it  had  been  suggested  to  the 
Board  to  resume  the  matter ; the  question  was  very 
recent,  since  1903,  31139. — Witness  had  the  corres- 
pondence in  his  possession,  including  a recent  letter 
of  Dr.  Roden’s  in  reply  to  witness’s  request  for  par- 
ticulars, 31178. — Witness  had  not  seen  in  any  of  the 
reports  that  the  Board  considered  it  inadvisable  to 
take  the  initiative  in  approaching  owners,  31175. — 
He  quite  understood  the  disadvantage  at  which  the 
Board  would  be  put  by  offering  to  purchase  an  estate  ; 
nevertheless  he  regretted  that  practically  nothing  had 
been  done  for  Leitrim,  31180. 


Land  Purchase. 

Total  amount  spent  on  purchase  of  estates  in  « 
gested  districts  was  £547,847  ; np  to  the  present  c 
estate  only  had  been  bought  in  Leitrim,  at  Kirgar: 
fj“  aT>C0S*\  ^805,  31153. — The  amount  was  given 
the  Board  s report  as  £805  ; the  sum  of  £1,205  mil 
include  improvements;  it  was  for  the  compiler 
reconcile  the  figures,  31165-6.— Witness  knew  the 
tate  well ; it  was  purchased  in  1903,  31155.— Esta 
and  farms  in  the  county  had  been  offered  to  1 
Jsoard ; three  in  witness’s  parish,  and  there  would 
many  more  in  other  parishes,  31157,  31159.— As 
y.ltnesfs  .Parish,  they  wrote  to  the  Boa 
.asking  them  to  buy  a tenant-right  fam  in  order 


All  the  Board  had  done  for  Leitrim  was  to  send  a 
Spanish  Donkey  and  some  wretched  Fowls. 

The  initiative  should  not  be  put  on  the  people; 
witness  came  into  his  present  parish  of  Killarga  in 
1895 ; up  to  that  time,  the  Board  which  had  been  in 
existence  four  or  five  years,  had  done  nothing  for 
the  district  except  to  send  down  a “sort  of  Spanish 
donkey,”  which  was  subsequently  found  to  have  come 
from  Kerry,  where  it  had  been  for  years  ; in  1897, 
after  some  trouble,  the  Board  had  sent  a lot  of  fowl, 
but  through  some  accident  they  were  a wretched  set 
of  Minorcas,  with  spurs  of  great  length ; in  1898  and 
1899  a couple  of  fowl  were  obtained  ; this  was  all  the 
Board  had  done,  31194-5. 
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MEEHAN,  Rev.  JOSEPH — continued. 


Leitbim  people  ignorant  of  Board’s  purposes  and 

EVEN  OF  ITS  EXISTENCE. 

Previous  to  1897  or  1895  neither  witness  nor  his 
people  had  known  anything  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  31194-5,  31338-9. — As  far  as  the  people  of 
Leitrim  were  concerned  the  Board  might  as  well  have 
been  in  Mars,  31337. — They  did  not  know  the  Board 
was  willing  to  benefit  the  county,  and  they  were 
justified  in  this  by  the  Board’s  action  up  to  1896  or 
1897,  31341,  31347. — It  must  have  been  necessarily 
totally  unaware  of  the  needs  of  Leitrim,  having  made 
no  effort  whatever  to  remedy  them,  31335. — It  was  the 
duty  of  the  people  to  bring  their  work  and  require- 
ments before  the  Board,  but  how  should  they  do  so 
under  the  circumstances,  and  with  sixty-seven  or 
sixty-eight  boards  in  Dublin  how  should  Leitrim 
peasants  have  known  to  which  board  they  should 
apply,  31337,  31340. — Witness  concurred  that  the 
Board  were  working  almost  heroically  and  doing  their 
very  best,  but  it  had  not  been  in  Leitrim,  31342. — Eor 
several  years  its  officers  never  came  to  the  district, 
31333. — No  member  of  the  Board  ever  visited  the 
county  prior  to  1903,  when  two  members  came 
“ motoring  round  on  an  outside  car  ” as  quickly  as 
possible,  31195. — Witness  had  met  the  party  by  pure 
accident  when  calling  on  the  parish  priest,  31196-7. 
— It  was  decidedly  fair  that  the  parish  priest  should 
be  called  upon ; no  complaint  was  implied ; but  wit- 
ness happened  to  be  living  in  the  congested  district 
and  had  written  many  times  to  the  Board,  not  so 
the  priest,  31198-9. — Amongst  projects  put  before  the 
party  were  those  for  two  roads,  31200-1.— The  grant 
and  subsidy  asked  for  were  given,  31202. — The  grant 
for  the  Parish  Committee  did  not  come  as  a suggestion 
from  the  party  referred  to,  31229.— Witness  and  the 
district  wished  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  it  was  not 
the  money  matter  to  which  they  sought  to  draw  atten- 
tion, but  the  absence  in  Leitrim  of  guidance  the 
Board  _ extended  elsewhere,  31215-6. — The  Board’s 
efforts  in  the  county  were  expended  almost  in  no  other 
way  except  Parish  Committee  schemes,  the  easiest 
"EL*"  ™em  a-s  entailing  very  little  supervision, 
31330-1.— The  principle  of  encouraging  local  people 
to  do  all  they  could  was  good,  but  the  Board’s  officers 
were  experts  and  could  have  done  much  more  than 
those  groping  their  way  could  do  for  themselves, 
31332.— A huge  staff  would  not  necessarily  be  re- 
quired; the  present  staff  might  visit  the  district;  it 
was  too  bad  that  it  had  not  done  so  for  years,  31333. 


Expenditure  on  Improvements. 

As  regards  the  improvement  of  estates,  the  tota' 
sumspent  in  Ireland  was  £480,362,  that  in  Leitrim! 
in  Kilganff  was  £131  10s.  ; the  Board  having  prob- 
ably  raised  £134  from  the  estate  there  was  no  nel 
benefit,  31212.— Witness  was  aware  that  the  receipts 
correspond  with  the  expenditure,  but  regretted  thal 
very  few  estates  had  been  bought  in  the  county,  anc 
tne  very  small  expenditure  on  improvements  in  con- 
sequence, 31213-4 ; the  Board  improved  estates  out  oi 
tne  rents  paid,  allowing  5-J,  or  10  per  cent,  31221. 


Leitbim  had  not  received  its  proper  share  oi 
Expenditure. 

Respecting  agricultural  schemes,  Leitrim  had  no 
received  its  proper  share,  whether  on  the  basis  o 
W**1  of  congested  districts  or  on  that  of  numbe- 
oE  scheduled  districts,  31215-6,  31222,  31334.— Takini 
population  as  the  basis,  for  every  £15  5s.  spent  ii 
congested  districts  in  Ireland,  Leitrim  was  entitlec 
or  *°  l 15  ; taking  the  total  of  428  schedule( 
districts  m Ireland,  Leitrim  with  38,  or  1 to  11-02 
?V0r  every  £U  sPent  elsewhere 
in  manv  w»v« '7^eitnm  greatly  needed  expenditure 
in  many  ways  there  was  no  county  in  Ireland  when 

vaWp  l fh|W  by  f.arm,ers  was  so  small,  31217.—  J 

™LUm0°'  rhere  £37S.™  had  been  speat  oi  th, 
K&f  l“d-  improvement  ot  estate«,  and  mnd 
trouble  taken  in  arranging  migration,  and  that  metel 


to  all  Leitrim  put  together,  Leitrim  had  been  ex- 
tremely neglected  ; the  same  was  the  case  as  regards 
Parish  Committees’s  schemes,  £1,390  having  been 
spent  under  that  head  alone  in  the  one  parish  of 
Kilmaine,  and  £7,855  13s.  6 d.  in  the.  Swinford  Union 
31218-22. 

Expenditure  on  Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committees  were  started  in  other  districts 
and  thousands  had  been  expended  before  they  were 
begun  at  all  in  Leitrim,  31231-31310. — It  was  not 
right  utterly  to  ignore  the  district  until  1903,  31232- 
3. — Parish  Committee  grants  had  only  recently  begun 
in  the  county,  this  was  indicated  by  the  total  of 
£729  spent,  31222-31306,  31322-3. — These  figures, 
taken  from  the  Fifteenth  Report  of  the  Board,  in- 
cluded the  total  expenditure  on  such  committees  in 
Leitrim  up  to  date,  31223-5,  31322. — Witness  was  not 
in  a position  to  say  positively  the  grants  had  been 
increased,  31306. — The  sum  expended  in  year  ending 
March,  1905,  was  £729  18s.  ; the  grant  for  1905-6  was 
£1,090,  but  included  two  years,  and  expenditure  was 
not  indicated,  31324,  31328. — Witness,  although  not 
sure  any  figures  brought  forward  by  himself  were  in- 
correct accepted  that  of  £1,796  for  total  expenditure 
prior  to  1907  as  given  by  Dr.  O’Donnell ; as  there 
were  however  no  means  of  comparing  the  relative 
amounts  given  to  Leitrim  and  other  counties,  it  was 
useless  to  put  forward  such  figures  by  themselves, 
31326-9. — The  returns  showed,  not  only  amounts 
spent  for  year  previous  to  1905,  but  the  whole  of  the 
amounts  spent  by  any  Parish  Committee  up  to  1905, 
31319. — The  amounts  being  made  up  for  the  financial 
year  ending  31st  March  did  not  necessarily  include 
in  all  cases  the  total  expenditure,  a larger  amount 
might  have  been  received  in  1905,  because  they  had 
not  understood  things  exactly,  or  might  not  have 
been  quite  in  time,  31308-9. — Much  money  spent  on 
what  was  practically  Parish  Committee  work  not 
included  at  all  in  reports,  31231. — The  omission  of 
expenditure  from  reports  was  only  natural  consequence 
of  the  system  and  time  of  their  compilation  and 
publication,  the  actual  expenditure  for  the  year  would 
appear  in  the  next  report,  31325. 

Killarga  Parish  Committee. 

There  was  a Parish  Committee  in  witness’s  parish 
of  Killarga,  which  had  received  a grant  of  £50  for 
two  or  three  years,  31226-8,  31233. — With  one  exception 
this  committee,  established  in  1904-5,  was  the  first 
set  up  in  Leitrim,  31311,  31315. — 1906-7  was  their 
third  year,  31312. — The  one  Parish  Committee  exist- 
ing a year  earlier  than  Killarga,  that  of  Mahana, 
Inismagrath,  had  spent  £50  before  Killarga  spent 
anything,  31315-19. — The  grant  appeared  in  the  return 
under  the  name  of  Tullycleenan,  there  was  none  for 
1905-6,  Tullycleenan  being  now  merged  in  Inisma- 
grath  parish,  31320-1. — Killarga  committee  was  started 
and  grant  obtained  on  witness’s  own  initiative  after 
his  reading  the  Congested  Districts  Board  Report, 
a little  local  agricultural  society  failing  to  take  up 
the  matter,  31229-30. — The  total  paid  the  committee 
prior  to  1905  was  £37  16s.  Id.,  or  £40  for  the  first 
year,  31307,  31313. — The  gross  grant  for  1905-6,  the 
second  year,  was  £50,  31307,  31314. — The  work  of  the 
Parish  Committee  was  on  wrong  lines  ; the  great  work 
of  the  Board  was  to  convert  uneconomic  holdings  into 
economic ; the  committee  allowed  no  grant  to  any 
person  whose  valuation  was  over  £7  ; this  was  helping 
to  improve  houses  so  as  to  render  people  more  re- 
luctant to  leave  them  hereafter,  and  helping  to  stereo- 
type congestion,  31233,  31244,  31294. 

Valuation  Limit  should  be  raised. 

Limit  of  valuation  should  be  extended  at  least  to 
£10,  31234,  31238,  31241.— It  should  be  £14  or  £15, 
particularly  in  more  backward  parts  of  Leitrim, 
31247,  31262. — This  had  been  represented  several 
times  to  officials  of  the  Board,  31234-5.— The  Board 
itself  should  have  seen  the  necessity,  31238-41.— Wit- 
ness strongly  insisted  on  the  point  that  unless  the 
small  grant  of  £50  was  increased  in  a district  where 
almost  nothing  had  been  done,  it  was  useless  to  level 
up  farmers  to  £10,  31235,  31241.— The  grant  was 
•available  for  the  congested  area  of  Killarga,  all  of 
which  was  not  congested,  31236-7. — Coming  for  a great 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  VI. 


289 


MEEHAN,  Rev  JOSEPH— continued. 

,narly  years  the  sum  would  do  a great  deal  for  the 
parish,  especially  if  Parish  Committee  and  estate 
work  went  on  together,  31242-4. 

Improvement  of  Houses,  etc. 

Witness  would  not  leave  the  homes  of  those  under 

the  economic  level  of  £10  or  £15  unimproved  until 
the  holdings  could  be  enlarged  in  some  way  ; some  of 
these  homes  were  extremely  wretched  and  should  be 
improved  in  every  possible  way  ; it  was  the  greatest 
necessity  of  all,  affecting  health,  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people,  and  more  important  than  drainage 
even,  31248-53,  31305. — It  might  be  well  to  extend 
the  improvement  of  houses  to  some  extent  to  economic 
holders,  31304. — Poorest  naturally  had  the  greatest 
claim  upon  the  grant,  31235. — Witness  therefore  con- 
cluded that  the  committee  was  doing  the  right  thing, 
but  with  a drawback,  31254,  31294. — Parish  Com- 
mittees were  particularly  good  for  Leitrim,  as  there 
was  no  other  way  of  reaching  the  Board  at  all,  31255. 


Size  of  Economic  Holdings  in  Leitrim. 

A holding  in  Leitrim,  valued  at  £7,  would  never 
become  economic  under  present  circumstances,  or  even 
if  drained,  31245-6. — Holdings  in  Leitrim  below  £15 
valuation  could  hardly  be  classed  as  economic,  31262, 
31266,  31271. — Holdings  under  £15  formed  83  per  cent, 
of  the  total  holdings  in  Leitrim  ; in  Killarga,  83  per 
■cent,  would  be  uneconomic,  31266. — Killarga  consisted 
of  the  electoral  districts  of  Cloonlogher,  Belhavel, 
Killarga,  Mohalla,  and  part  of  Garvagh,  31267-8. 
The  poor  holdings  could  be  rendered  economic  by  the 
addition  of  land  adjoining,  if  such  were  available, 
31269-70. — Even  in  the  case  of  the  addition  of  bad 
land  to  bad  land  provided  the  valuation  were  thus 
raised  over  £15,  31271-3. — The  acreage  necessary  for 
an  economic  holding  depended  entirely  on  the  class  of 
land ; in  Leitrim,  where  it  was  particularly  bad,  the 
amount  must  be  very  large,  especially  in  mountain 
districts  where  20  to  30  acres  would  not  nearly  equal 
15  to  20  acres  in  the  townlands,  31263-4. — Even  bad 
land  by  industry  might  be  sufficient  with  good 
meadows,  but  assuming  a large  migration  scheme  by 
which  two  out  of  every  three  holdings  were  vacated, 
there  should  be  a little  good  land  in  each;  the  man 
remaining,  living  on  his  own  farm  many  years,  cul- 
tivating it  to  the  utmost,  should,  assuming  the  land 
added  to  be  equally  cultivated,  be  three  times  better 
off  for  the  addition,  31273-6. — This  would  entail 
three  times  the  amount  of  labour  in  order  to  keep 
UP  the  land  to  the  previous  extent  of  tillage,  but 
with  the  enlarged  holding  the  farmer  might  keep  a 
horse  and  so  be  enabled  to  do  what  three  men  did 
before,  31277-8,  31284. — Such  a holding  could  bef 
tiotoo by  a man’s  own  labour  and  that  of  his  family, 
31279-80. — It  would  give  a farmer  no  return  to  em- 
ploy labour  on  any  farm  in  County  Leitrim,  31281-3. 
—It  might  be  a good  principle  to  limit  the  extent  of 
land  given  to  a man  to  what  he  could  properly  till 
with  the  help  of  a horse,  31285-6.— A man  with  a 
valuation  would  probably  keep  a horse,  31265. 
One  reason  for  their  not  being  used  more  in  the 
county  was  that  farmers  could  not  afford  to 
j.  so>  31359.— -Sometimes  neighbours  had  a horse 
between  two  or  three,  31360.— There  were  hardly 
Ploughs  in  the  district,  and  only  two  or  three 
in  Killarga  parish,  31265. — Spade  labour  was  almost 
«lvely.  «’ed  in  County  Leitrim,  31265.  31277, 
31005.— Leitrim  farms  were  extremely  hillv,  even  on 
economic  holdings  it  would  not  be  possible'  to  plough 
t and  work  a borse  on,  perhaps,  50  per  cent, 

of  the  county,  31355<8.-Another  season  for  not 
sing  horses  was  that  the  soil  was  not  deep,  and  it 
nj0t  S“it  for  a Plou«b  to  dig  up  sub-soil  of 
,,  ,d  nature*,  31359. — The  land  was  bad,  practi- 
aV  millstone  grit,  very  bad  for  cropping,  and 
hard  to  work  with  sPade  lab°ur-  on  bad 
, ? “Uag®  was  more  laborious,  occupied  more  time, 
™d  "as  k®8  return,  31265.  31355,  31370.— 

lie  difficulty  might  account  for  the  small  amount 
oi  acreage  cropped  in  Leitrim,  31265.— Tillage  in  the 
,r  P factl  cally  stationary,  labour  was  becom- 

. to  get  and  therefore  there  would  be  a 

tITJW  T?r  t.ll,laSe  to  go  down  to  some  extent, 
“J*1  might  be  possible  to  give  a man  too 
much  land,  but  no  one  would  object. to  having  it  at 
a fair  rate,  31286,  31300. 


MEEHAN,  Rev  JOSEPH — continued. 

Restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants. 

The  people  who  had  been  driven  from  lands,  even  in 
other  parishes,  should,  if  possible,  be  brought  back,  they 
or  their  descendants  having  first  claim  on  such  land 
in  any  re-division,  31290,  31348. — The  very  best  land 
in  Killarga  had  been  taken  from  nine  or  ten  people 
of  two  townlands,  and  the  houses  razed  to  the  ground, 
31290. — Forty  year.s&igo  one  of  these  men  was  given 
land  which  was  completely  tossocks  and  bog,  and  he 
had  brought  it  into  a fairly  good  farm,  others  would 
do  the  same,  31290-1. 

Migration. 

There  were  about  202  families  within  the  scheduled 
area  of  Killarga  parish,  31287. — Other  remedies  than 
migration  should  be  first-  tried  for  rendering  holdings 
economic,  31288-9, 31293. — Migration  within  the  parish 
might  take  place,  and  would  be  preferable,  31295. 
31348. — There  were  about  eight  or  nine  farms  in 
Killarga  whose  holders  should  be  moved,  31296-7. — 
Mountain  land  and  bogs  adjoining  holdings  should 
be  brought  into  cultivation  by  means  of  loan  from 
Government  at  small  rate  of  interest  secured  as  first 
charge  against  farm,  31288,  31291-2,  31298. 

Question  of  Reluctance  to  Migrate. 

Farmers  were  said  to  be  reluctant  to  migrate, 
numbers  of  them  told  witness  they  would  go  anywhere 
to  get  a good  farm,  out  of  their  county,  or  to  any 
part  of  the  world,  provided  there  were  no  objection 
in  the  county  or  district  migrated  to,  such  migration 
would,  of  course,  be  better  in  colonies  than  singly, 
31349-51. 

Local  Opposition  to  Migration. 

Witness  feared  the  farmers  of  Meath  or  Westmeath 
would  hardly  accord  Leitrim  farmers  the  welcome 
extended  to  those  of  Donegal,  Fermanagh,  and  Kerry 
by  Leitrim  at  the  time  of  the  Cromwellian  settle- 
ment, but  members  of  the  Commission  would  be  in 
a better  position  to  judge  whether  objections  migui  be 
removed  by  judicious  management,  31351-2. — If  lands 
long  untenanted  were  bought  and  striped,  there  was 
no  reasonable  objection  the  farmers  of  the  district 
could  put  forward,  provided  they  obtained  a fair 
price,  they  might  even  be  glad  to  see  their  land 
turned  into  tillage,  grass  land,  bullock  walks  being 
no  longer  profitable,  31352. 

Labour  in  Leitrim,  Wages,  &c. 

Want  of  employment  and  a demand  for  labour 
characterised  the  district,  very  little  labour  was  to 
be  had,  Leitrim’s  return  of  9s.  3d.  a week  was  the  very 
lowest  on  Foxe’s  returns,  one  gentleman  present  had 
told  the  House  of  Commons,  and  also  witness,  that 
he  could  obtain  any  amount  of  labour  for  6s.  a week. 
31354,  31366. 

Labourers’  Cottages. 

A sum  of  nearly  £2,500  had  been  sanctioned  in  the 
union  of  Manorhamilton  for  putting  up  labourers’ 
cottages,  which  could  scarcely  be  classed  as  high  as 
holdings,  but  were  rather  temporary  homes,  the 
labourer  being  expected  to  labour  on  the  land  about, 
31367-8. — Many  of  these  were  tradesmen,  masons  and 
carpenters,  and  went  out  to  labour,  31372-3. Wit- 

ness knew  of  no  instance  amongst  the  325  small 
holders  in  Killarga  under  £4  valuation,  of  one  going 
out  to  labour,  they  would  willinglv  do  so,  but  there 
was  no  demand,  31369,  31371.— Tillage  on  bad  land 
occupied  much  time,  one  acre  of  potatoes  cost  at 
least  seventy-eight  days’  work,  and  forty-eight  ad- 
ditional days  if  the  Department  of  Agriculture’s 
suggestions  were  followed,  31370. 

Railways  Needed. 

There  were  other  remedies  for  congestion  besides 
agriculture  and  its  bye-industries,  31302-3.— Railway- 
making was  the  principal  need  of  witness’s  district 
as  shown  by  an  article  written  by  him  in  the  New 
Ireland  Review,  the  Board  presumably  not  having 

the  funds  '-od  to  carry  out  the  work  itself, 
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should,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Killibega  Railway, 
obtain  a grant  for  the  purpose  from  Government, 
31440.  . 

Domestic  Science  Classes. 

• Three  Domestic  Science  Classes  had  been  instituted 
under  the  Board  in  the  district  to  witness’s  know- 
ledge, and  was  their  very  best  work,  he  could  not  say 
whether  any  other  parishes  had  applied  for  classes, 
many  lacking  exact  knowledge  of  these  things, 
31343-7. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Very  little  was  done  by  the  Parish  Committee  to 
induce  people  to  remove  manure  heaps  from  front  of 
their  houses,  31361. — In  union  of  Manorhamilton 
nearly  £50  was  yearly  paid  out  of  rates  and  State 
money  for  sanitary  inspectors,  these  were  sporadically 
active,  as  at  present,  extremely  so  when  an  epidemic 
arose,  and  slept  rest  of  the  time,  31361-5. 

Drainage  Scheme  rejected  by  Board. 

The  Board  had  turned  its  back  on  a feasible  scheme 
placed  before  it,  one  for  drainage  of  a river  running 
along  congested  district,  witness’s  letter  was  answered 
after  six  months  with  statement  that  the  matter 
could  not  then  be  attended  to,  the  correspondence 
continuing  two  years  without  anything  being  done, 
if,  as  stated  by  Dr.  O’Donnell,  Board  had  not 
requisite  power  to  do  the  work,  all  the  worse  for 
Leitrim,  and  witness  should  have  been  informed  at 
the  outset,  31256-61. 

Special  Disadvantages  op  County  Leitrim:. 

Leitrim  was  practically  a non-maritime  county, 
having  about  a mile  and  a half  of  sea  coast,  it  de- 
rived no  benefit  from  the  fisheries  to  which  the  Board 
devoted  a vast  amount  of  attention,  31373-4. — An- 
other  disadvantage  was  the  absence  of  public  institu- 
tions of  any  kind,  a great  annual  drain  upon  it  was 
caused  by  yearly  sum  of  £7,658  sent  out  for  support 
of  . the  asylum  situate  in  County  Sligo,  instead  of  its 
being  circulated  within  county,  31375-6.— Emigration 
constituted  another  great  drain,  about  1,000  people 
leaving  Leitrim  every  year,  just  whin  they  were 
strongest,  taking  £120  a year  as  their  average  worth 
to  the  country,  this  meant  a loss  of  £120,000  a year. 

PIObabl0  deteri°™tion 

Absentee-  Landlords. 

The  vast  majority,  at  least  seven-eighths,  of  the 
landlords  of  Leitrim,  lived  else-where,  having  a. 
agent  an  extremely  clever  man,  to  deal  with  the 
31379-80,-The  loss  to  County  Leitrim 
£100  ooo"  ^*ISm  -W“;  °?  £ verj  r0ll6h  estimate 

S”'™?’  a™d  by  taking  total  valua- 

tions  of  estates  m the  county  as  given  in  Thom’s 
an.d  deducting  the  valuation  of  those  land- 
dh? Ilf™8,  *5  ‘If  ““V.  31377,  313S2,  31388.— It 

nothfne  'a  left  with 

nothing  but  a herd  upon  them,  31378 As  an  in 

outnoef  8L  abfn!€eism’,  Lord  Massey  took  £24,000 

was  by  absenteeism  much  worse  off  thn™  qi;™  l 
one  of  the  best  landlord,  ” th,  7„„„t “ Sl?\ 

Gore-Booth,  lived,  31385-6 It  y>  Josslyn 

vantage  to  a district  to  have  landlords  V ?eci^e^  ac^‘ 
demesnes,  they  should  not  orln  ' tlleir 

and  spend  their  money  in  the  cmnty 
leading  place,  31387i  31304_9  31^”g>0™t  ‘-he  a 

wanting  In  intellect  or  energy  woX  not  JL  , “ 
to  do  wherever  he  was  placed  AltH 

landlord  had  devoted  much  time  S’SsKw?”* 
this  of  course  implied  that  he  had  j li.  c?lture> 

home,  31400-1. JWith  theTa S&Sfgi'&gl 
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the  people  would  be  glad  to  have  them  in  the 
but  witness  would  be  very  sorry  to  have  such  a 
living  there  as  Mr.  Montgomery,  in  KilWi  3* 
spent  his  money  there,  but  knew  the  estate  of  Z* 
farmer,  and  increased  the  rent  whenever  he  y 
farmer  able  to  bear  it,  31394.  Saw  a 

Inducements  for  Landlords  to  remain  in  thp  ■ 
Country. 

In  order  to  induce  landlords  to  remain  in  Vh*. 
country  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  retain 
even  a large  amount  of  land,  31408.— Witness 
not  thought  of  a general  rule,  individual  casss  ,„5 
have  to  Be  considered,  31403-4.-No  claim  to  acoX 
land  within  the  demesne  wall  should  be  suooiZl 
except  where  no  use  was  made  of  it,  whilst  peS 
wore  starving  for  want  of  land,  3140S._Th,r,  shoSJ 
“ * 0°5rf  APPeal  of  some  kind  for  each  c«.e, 
31406.— Landlords  should  not  have  land  from  which 
tenants  had  been  evicted,  31402. 

Sporting  and  Fishing  Rights. 

Sporting  would  be  a great  attraction  to  men 
especiaUy  young  men,  to  remain  in  the  country’, 
31409.— Game  and  fish  were  a national  asset  not  to- 
be  reserved  exclusively  for  the  landlords,  if  landlord 
had  exclusive  rights  to  hunt  hares,  and  could  enter 
tenants’  lands  for  that  purpose,  the  tenant  would  not 
Hesitate  to  bill  a hare  wherever  he  saw  one,  rural 
life  was  dark  enough  compared  to  town  life  and 
those  who  had  a taste  for  hunting  should  be  allowed 
to  indulge  it,  31410-1,  31418. — As  regards  salmon 
fishing,  where  a landlord  had  exclusive  right  to  a 
salmon  river  passing  through  his  land,  and  the  land 
passed  to  the  tenants,  landlord’s  right  should  not  be 
confiscated  but  it  would  be  far  better  that  this  ex- 
clusive right  should  cease,  and  the  tenant  have  an 
interest  in  the  fishing,  31412,  31415,  31431.— People 
had  the  mam  right  to  all  the  fish  going  past  their 
doors,  this  was  God’s  natural  provision  for  their 
food;  31413-14,  31426-7,  31435-6,  31439. -The  people 
of  Leitrim  derived  no  benefit  from  the  fishing  on 
the  Bonnet  and  the  rivers  .about  except  that  of 
nabbing  a stray  fish,  and  if  they  were  caught  they 
would  go  to  jail  for  it,  as  far  as  witness  knew,  the 
profits  went  -into  the  hands  of  some  gentlemen  in 
Shgo,  31414,  31417,  31420-22,  31425,  314%,  31429  30. 
—Witness  did  not  mean  that  landlord  and  tenant 
were  to  have  the  fishing  rights  among  them,  and  any- 
body could  fish  who  liked,  31416.— There  should  be 
some  set  rules  so  that  anyone  wishing  to  fish  must 
get  permission  from  some  authority,  if  the  landlord 
and  tenants  had  some  committee  and  owned  the 
rights  between  them,  the  public  spirit  of  the  tenants 
would  cause  them  to  put  down  poaching,  so  that 
tney  might  fish  themselves,  and  the  fishing  become 
an  economic  benefit  to  the  whole  district,  31417. -A 
Board  of  Conservators  such  as  there  were  in  England, 
managing  fishing  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  with- 
out question  of  private  rights,  was  wanted,  31419  — 
Witness  was  not  a fisherman,  and  knew  very  little 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators,  his  opinion  of  its  con- 
stitution was  worthless,  but  if  the  present  constitu- 
tion was  such  that  the  conditions  in  Leitrim  described 
„wa„s  legal,  witness  was  decidedly  against  it, 
31423-4,  31427-8.— The  best  means  of  making  fishing 
a national  asset  would  be  to  transfer  it  to  the 
occupier  on  reasonable  terms,  witness  did  not  know 
the  foundation  of  present  fishing  rights  in  Ireland, 
t .*be  laH^lord  had  prescriptive  rights,  they 
should  be  confiscated,  if  such  rights  were  good  and 
of  long  standing,  he  should  be  compensated  for  their 
loss,  _ 31432-3. — Sea- fishing  was  in  quite  a different 
position,  31437.— Witness  would  not  admit  that  if 
the  rights  of  the  landlord  to  exclusive  fishing  were 
bad  in  the  caise  of  a salmon  river,  those  of  a tenant 
w°Md  be  equally  so,  or  that  the  man  with  a holding 
not  bordermg  on  river  should  have  similar  r ignis,  in 
that  case  there  would  be  a natural  right  for  the 
French,  English,  or  Spanish  to  come  within  the  three 
miles  limit  of  the  Irish  coast  and  fish  as  they  liked, 
31438-9. 

Explanation  of  Memorandum. 

Witness  had  said  in  his  memorandum  that  h® 
wished  it  clearly  understood  he  did  “ not  favour 
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confiscation — righting  wrongs  by  other  wrongs,”  the 
sentence  was  not  purely  academic,  though  perhaps 
not  very  clear  and  written  hurriedly,  it  was  put  in 
to  further  clear  ideas  on  the  subject,  31445-6,  31449- 
.50. — It  meant  that  supposing  it  were  decided  to  carry 
-out  migration,  and  a man  had  a large  farm  he  had 
held  for  a number  of  years,  which  could  be  utilised 
for  the  easement  of  congestion,  the  farm  should  not 
be  taken  from  that  man  except  at  a fair  valuation, 
even  if  he  did  not  need  the  farm,  to  take  it  without 
-compensation  would  be  a wrong,  31441-2,  31444. — No 
one  had  ever  suggested  such  a course,  witness  had 
never  heard  a Nationalist  member  of  Parliament,  or 
any  man  on  a public  platform  in  County  Leitrim, 
suggest  the  taking  of  a grazing  farm  for  improve- 
ments without  giving  full  value  for  it ; no  such  case 
of  righting  wrongs  by  wrongs  had  happened  in  the 
•county  to  witness’s  knowledge,  31445,  31447-8. — The 
other  wrongs  referred  to  were  those  done  to 
tenants  by  confiscating  their  property,  driving  them 
to  the  morasses  and  mountains,  by  piling  on  rents 
whenever  tenant  was  seen  to  be  strong  enough  to 
bear  it,  31290,  31387,  31402,  31443.— No  people  in 
the  world  had  suffered  such  wrongs  as  witness  knew 
them  to  have  suffered  in  his  parish,  31452.— -Ex- 
amples of  this  treatment  and  of  the  duties  of  bailiffs 
-were  given  in  his  memorandum,  the  landlord  evicted 
when  a man  showed  independence,  and  had  a notice 
to  quit  printed  on  the  back  of  the  receipt,  the 
tenants  were  treated  mercilessly,  and  felt  themselves 
in  practical  slavery,  31211. — In  .the  memorandum 
witness  had  stated  that  he  was  not  a thorough 
partisan,  and  that  he  had  begun  to  study  the  land 
question  biassed,  if  anything,  against  the  tenant, 
31203. — Translated  into  clearer  language,  this  meant 
that  he  had  approached  the  subject  with  a perfectly 
clear  mind,  31207,  31209-10. — Witness  had  tried  his 
best  to  find  out  the  truth  from  all  sources,  and  to  tell 
it  now,  31204-5. — He  was  thoroughly  in  sympathy 
with  the  tenants,  but  had  left  it  to  others  to  be 
more  energetic  on  their  behalf,  31208,  31452. — He 
had  already  given  one  reason  for  the  opportunities 
he  had  had  of  seeing  their  side  of  the  question, 
namely,  the  fact  that  his  brother  had  suffered  very 
much  from  the  landlords,  31206,  31208. — The  sentence 
“ Personally,  I accept  the  situation,  and  I humbly 
urge,”  meant  that  witness  accepted  things  as  they 
are,  he  was  utterly  sorry  for  the  present  position, 
but  the  sentence  did  not  suggest  that  the  situation 
previously  existing  would  be  more  commendable,  the 
discussion  was  one  on  points  of  rhetoric,  not  of  fact, 
he  decidedly  did  not  mean  that  he  was  sorry  the 
tenants  had  a grip  of  the  land,  he  was  delighted 
they  had,  and  thought  it  entirely  due  to  their  own 
exertions,  and  the  exertions  of  their  leaders  in 
Parliament,  31451-4. 


Statement  put  in  by  Rev.  J.  Median.  yjj'ryj 
’The  Case  of  County  Leitrim,  ....  251 


HEWSON,  Mr.  G. 

Definition  of  Congestion  needed  Amendment. 

Classification  of  conges'ted  districts  a blot  on  pre- 
sent system  ; there  were  slums  in  Kildare  and  else- 
where needing  re-settlement-  as  much  as  any  other 
part  of  Ireland,  31462. — All  electoral  divisions  con- 
taining fifty  or  more  families  whose  average  agricul- 
tural rent  did  not  exceed  £5,  or  whose  holdings  did 
not  exceed  10  acres  should  be  provisionally  declared 
•congested  ; final  declaration  to  depend  on  report  of 
Board’s  officials,  31488-9. 


Board’s  Duties  should  not  be  transferred  to  Land 
Commission. 

Thuehad  not  arrived  for  transfer  of  duties  of  Con- 
gested  Districts  Board  to  Land  Commission ; Com- 
mission already  had  more  to  do  than  thev  could 
manage,  31462. — Further  duties  were  thrown  on  Com- 
missioners by  Bill  of  26th  February,  1907,  31812. 


Constitution  of  Board. 

.fT"  Districts  Board  might  bo  increased  by, 
>,  tiiree  members ; half  the  Board  should  retire  by 


rotation  every  three  years  and  not  be  eligible  for  re- 
election  for  another  three  years  ; outgoing  members 
should  be  replaced  by  persons  representing  different 
districts,  31462. — And  a small  ex-officio  element  would 
be  an  advantage,  31462-4. — Work  of  Board  would  soon 
be  learnt  by  new  members,  who  would,  moreover,  be 
kept  straight  by  old  members,  31465-9. — Witness  not 
at  all  dissatisfied  with  present  personnel  of  that  Board 
who  had  looked  after  their  own  districts  very  well, 
31471-2.— But  he  wanted  other  districts  to  have  their 
turn  and  a representative  on  the  Board  would  see 
that  they  got  it,  31469-70,  31472,  31485-7.— Swinford 
district  had  been  extremely  well  looked  after,  partly, 
at  any  rate,  because  Father  O’Hara  was  on  the  Board 
to  urge  its  needs,  31473-8. — It  would  not  be  well  to  give 
each  congested  county  its  share  of  funds  regardless 
of  its  necessities,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  local 
representation  should  have  any  such  result,  31482-3. 
— Counties  must  he  taken  in  some  sort  of  order,  the 
absolutely  fair  way  would  be  to  put  their  names  in  a 
hat  and  take  them  out  one  by  one,  31483-4. 


Migration:  Importance  of  transferring  Migrants 
to  conditions  similar  to  those  they  were 

LEAVING. 


Success  of  any  migration  scheme  depended  on 
migrant  being  transferred  to  a district  where  con- 
ditions of  life  and  agriculture  resembled  those  in 
district  he  left ; as  great  a mistake  to-  bring  a West 
Donegal  man  to  Roscommon  as  to  take  a Meath  man 
to  Connemara,  31490-4. — West  Donegal  (Gweedore) 
man  was  used  to  live  beside  his  turf,  have  large  rights 
for  grazing  sheep,  and  seaweed  for  manure ; in  Ros- 
common, supposing  he  would  consent  to  go  there, 
conditions  would  be  entirely  different,  31495-504, 
31737. — Even  if  he  were  put  on  virgin  soil  he  would 
not  understand  the  class  of  agriculture  required, 
31507-10,  31515. — Though  as  a young  man  he  might 
have  served  his  apprenticeship  in  a very  good  agri- 
cultural district,  and  as  far  as  knowledge  of  tillage 
went  the  Gweedore  farmer  who  had  decent  land  was 
as  good  as  any  other  farmer,  31516-8. — Emigration 
would  not  present  greater  disadvantages,  31505-6. — 
Bog  holdings  did  not  give  their  holders  a living ; 
they  were  merely  a kind  of  accommodation  holding, 
31512. — Leitrim  men  who  had  come  to  Donegal  as 
herds  were  all  exceedingly  poor,  31519. — But  witness 
had  no  actual  case  to  quote  of  a Donegal  man  who 
moved  to  Roscommon  and  failed,  31522-3. — And  men 
moved  from  a bog  holding  to  a grass  holding  in 
same  county  had  succeeded  in  many  cases,  31524-5. — 
Transfer  to  another  county  was  different ; people  were 
very  clannish  and  styles  of  agriculture  varied  widely 
in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  31526-7,  31529,  31759. 
— Sligo  and  Roscommon  might  be  grouped  together, 
as  conditions  in  those  two  counties  were  much  the 
same,  31528,  31530. — And  Mayo  as  far  as  Tubber- 
curry,  31531. — But  it  would  not  do  to  bring  a Bel- 
inullet  man  to  Tubbercurry,  31532-3. — Most  small 
farmers  in  congested  districts  had  turf,  31534. — 
Proximity  to  bog  and  a good  supply  of  water  a vital 
necessity  for  grass  lands  to  be  settled,  31738-9,  31747. 
—People  had  lived  on  these  grass  lands  before,  but 
it  was  a question  of  environment  and  habit  for 
migrants,  and  very  often  bogs  had  been  cut  out, 
31740-7,  31760-3. — In  the  islands  of  Lettermore  turf 
was  brought  over  in  lighters  as  in  Tory  Island,  31535. 
—Turf  could  hardly  be  supplied  at  a rate  they  could 
pay  to  small  holders  in  Roscommon,  supposing  grass 
lands  were  broken  up,  31536-8,  31570-3.— Compressed 
peat  had  failed  for  want  of  a market ; migrants 
might  perhaps  help  the  market,  31574-8. 

Reluctance  to  Migrate. 


People  would  not  migrate  in  sufficient  number  to 
relieve  congestion,  31540.— This  was  an  opinion  ad- 
vanced, not  statement  founded  on  actual  experience 
31542-7— People  would  no  doubt  go  to  moderately 
rented  farms  ten  or  twelve  miles  off,  31570. 

Local  Opposition  to  Migration. 


Droniard  Farm,  near  Mohill,  was  bought  by  phil 
nnthropists  to  provide  houses  for  M&ssareene  tenants  : 
local  opposition  was  too  strong  and  land  was  finalh 
„to  ,™t*ves  wh°  had  cut  down  all  the  timber 
31570-7,  .31581-4. — If  farm-  had  been  divided  amon| 
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strangers  there  would  have  been  no  land  left  for 
local  people,  31578. — People  for  whose  benefit  land 
was  bought  were  evicted  tenants,  not  congests,  31580. 
— Congested  Districts  Board  would  probably  have 
succeeded  no  better,  31585. 

Migration  from  unpurchased  Estates. 

Landlords  of  congested  estates  would  not  object 
to  removal  of  tenants  to  better  surroundings  even  if 
migratory  tenants  went  to  one  of  the  Board’s  estates  ; 
Witness’s  experience  contrary  to  Mr.  Einucane’s  evi- 
dence ; no  reason  why  notices  should  not  be  put  in 
congested  districts  telling  uneconomic  holders  to  apply 
to  Board,  31734-7. — No  need  to  make  a gift  of  tenants’ 
interest  to  landlord ; migrant  could  sell  his  interest 
to  adjoining  tenant  and  so  secure  a little  money  to 
start  with  in  his  new  holding,  31737,  31764-7.— 
Migration  of  sons  of  tenants  as  migratory  labourers 
to  district  where  new  farms  were  laid  out  would  be 
very  expensive,  31767. 

Migration  of  Tenant  Purchasers. 

Tenant  purchaser  would  lose  nothing  by  migrating  ; 
he  would  sell  holding  on  which  he  had  already  paid, 
say,  twenty-five  instalments,  at  an  enhanced  price 
31781.  y ’ 

Remedies  for  Congestion. 

Problem  of  congestion,  as  a whole,  was  insoluble, 
31539-40.— Impossible  to  make  all  holdings 

“economic,”  31644.— Bulk  of  real  distress  consisted 
of  cases  where  old  people  were  left  without  a family, 
where  husband  or  wife  died  leaving  a family  of  young 
children,  etc.,  which  might  occur  under  any  circum- 
stances, 31718. — Migration  would  help  a little,  31538. 
—Board  should  also  have  right  of  pre-emption  as  at 
present  exercised'  by  landlords;  should  undertake 
main  drainage  and  establish  a bureau  of  information 
as  to  employment  available  in  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland ; small  holders  should  be  encouraged  to  keep 
their  drains  dear  and  to  raise  their  standard  of 
law  31539’  and  sub~dlvlsion  should  be  prohibited  by 

Circulation  of  Money  in  Neighbourhood 
» Required. 

Circulation  of  money  was  the  great  want  now  that 
landlords  were  gone,  31539.— Congested  Districts 
Board  should  take  their  place  and  do  the  work  of  a 
good  landlord,  31548. — At  present  there  were  many 
31554.—  But  twenty-five  years  ago  many 
landlords  lived  and  spent  their  income  in  County 
Leitrim,  31549-51,  31555.—  Some  landlords  spent  large 
sums  on  improvements,  31556-9,  31600.— Mr  Wynne 
KL*  sums  °»  railway,  31560,-Forty-two 

Slim  S w de ; morj  ’?-ised  **  g»™- 

tee  oi&Ul.  Mr.  Wynne  got  nothing  back,  there  never 
I*  ™?  ?rosP.ect  °f  gening  anything  back,  31601-2  — 
^h«mCUiP^rl 301116(1  ln  guarantee,  31603-5.— Railway 

vJll  31606  7*“^  “"“E?  a"d  ™ doi”S  ve'r 
'7'-rW,t”es“  dld  Mt  t”«»  whether  proi- 
m.ty  ol  railway  was  copaidered  in  firing  Lt, 

Practically  no  Land  available  foe  Belief  of 
Congestion  in  Leitrim. 

Leitrim  congested  districts  peculiarly  situated  ; no 
fishing;  very  little  land  let  on  11  months’  system; 

IrSr1*  tjere  was  not  much  land  available 
for  migration  and  practically  none  for  enlargement, 

Ji 001. —Not  enough  untenanted  land  in  Leitrim  to 
put  up  more  than  100  families,  31570.— No  congested 

estates  with  large  farms  adjoining,  31781. Statistics 

of  untenanted  land  quite  unreliable  • bulk  of  it  -0-0  = 

mountain,  31812.-R.Lts  of  holdings’ nofan  aiprS 

able  factor  in  occupier’s  budeet  31 a™*  t 
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could  not  be  properly  worked  for  want  of  easy  ar„„„ 
to  a port,  31595-8.— Witness  had  advised  severe 
clients  to  sell  outlying  farms  in  other  counties  but 
landlords  had  been  unwilling  to  sell,  31599-600.  ’ t 

Size  of  an  Economic  Holding. 

Impossible  to  say  what  area  or  what  valuation 
should  be  held  by  each  occupier,  31570. 

Breaking  up  Grass  Lands  : Effect  on  Cattxb 
Trade. 

Not  likely  that  migration  could  be  carried  out  on 
scale  large  enough  to  make  much  difierence  to  the 
store  cattle  trade  for  years  to  come  ; a serious  attempt 
to  prevent  graziers  taking  grass  lands  would  affect 
the  trade,  31586. — Large  infusion  of  graziers  neces- 
sary to  well-being  of  the  coulntry,  31587.— Small 
holders  would  not  be  able  to  finish  their  stores  and 
do  away  with  middleman’s  profit ; they  would  not 
have  room,  31589-91.— It  was  not  done  in  Ireland 
31592.— New  holders  would  probably  till  as  little  as 
possible ; modern  education  made  young  people  dis- 
inclined to  work  land,  31586,  31594,  31644. 

Dangers  of  such  an  Experiment. 

Dangerous  experiment  to  revolutionise  whole  system 
of  agriculture ; till  land  was  broken  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  what  it  would  grow;  experiences  of  Famine 
time  ought  to  be  a warning,  31685-92.— There  was  no 
sign  of  a crash  in  letting  of  grazing  farms,  31812  — 
Grazing  was  now  profitable  and  successful  and  going 
back  to  tillage  might  endanger  agricultural  prosperity 
of  the  country,  31695-8,  31700,  31727.— Witness  would 
like  to  see  people  on  the  land  if  the  scheme  would  be 
a success,  31724-6,  31732-3. — They  were  on  the  land 
before,  but  though  in  many  cases  landlords  had  made 
clearances  in  many  others  it  was  natural  causes  that 
turned  holdings  into  grazing  ranches,  31728-31.— 
Witness  did  not  apprehend  danger  from  addition  to 
grazing  lands  and  diminution  of  tillage  concentrating 
^S^cultural  prosperity  of  Ireland  in  the  cattle  trade, 
31693,  31701-8.  r 

Probable  effect  of  Importation  of  Canadian 
Stores. 

Importation  of  Canadian  store  cattle  would  ruin  the 
sma  1 breeder  m the  West,  but  the  ordinary  grazier 
would  make  money  by  it,  31709-12,  31715.— If  it  were 
certain  that  Canadian  cattle  would  come  it  might  be 
Put  men  on  20-acre  holdings  and  let  them 
Jearx^  to  be  ready  for  the  change,  31713-4,  31716-8. 

Difficulty  of  selecting  Land  to  cut  up  in  event 
of  Compulsion. 

If  land  were  compulsorily  taken,  selection  of  which 
larm  to  take  and  which  to  leave  would  be  excessively 
difficult,  31718-23.— Suggestion  as  to  cutting  up  farms 
valuation  would  be  unworkable  in  many 
cases,  31781.— Mr.  Finucane’s  proposal  to  treat  every- 
006  allk®  a“d  if  landlords’  land  would  not  go  round 
“-.“i®  Jng  tenants  was  an  impossible  and 
unjust  one,  31783-8.— The  residential  tenant  ought  not 
to  be  touched,  31789-94. 

Distinction  between  Land  let  on  11  Months” 
System  and  Land  held  by  Large  Farmers. 

There  was  plenty  of  land  let  on  11  months’  system 
which  could  be  broken  up,  but  it  would  be  ruinous  to 
31795^  Wlth  the  large  farmers>  31694,  31699,  31782, 

Conacre  Letting. 

,•  paIge  jarn?6r  wji°  let  land  in  conacre  should  not  be 
terfered  with  either,  it  was  a mistake  to  interfere 
witH  markets  and  political  economy,  31796-801.— If 
small  tenants  were  removed  the  large  man  would 
be  driven  to  tillage,  31806-9. 


Compulsory  Powers. 

Compulsory  powers  should  not  be  exercised  except 
as  a very  last  resort,  31803. 
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Creameries  in  Leitrim. 

Creameries  were  the  principal  industry  started  in 
Leitrim ; as  a result  good  butter  was  made,  but  a 
source  of  employment  was  taken  from  the  women 
and  breed  of  cattle  was  deteriorating  from  want  of 
proper  feeding  of  calves,  31595. 

Small  Holdings  as  a Security. 

As  an  investment  large  property  of  small  holders, 
if  fairly  circumstanced,  was  preferable  to  one  of  large 
tenants  ; on  many  congested  estates  witness  had  al- 
most invariably  collected  the  year’s  rent,  one  year  with 
another ; accumulation  of  arrears  was  generally  due 
to  mismanagement,  3160-9. — If  a congested  estate 
paid  as  a whole  the  landlord  could  probably  make 
more  of  it  in  his  own  hands,  31819-20. 
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average  income  pending  final  distribution ; if  se- 
curities in  which  Land  Commission  invested  land- 
lord’s money  dropped  he  lost  his  money ; one  remedy 
would  be  to  allow  tenant  purchasers  to  pay  off  bal- 
ances owing  to  State  in  Land  Stock,  31680. — Witness 
who  said  that  under  certain  circumstances  a landlord 
with  the  bonus  would  get  more  than  his  present  in- 
come at  3 a per  cent,  had  forgotten  that  vendor  had 
to  redeem  head  rents,  pay  costs  of  sale,  live  for  three 
or  four  years  on  25  per  cent,  less  than  his  income, 
and  bear  any  loss  that  might  occur  in  selling  out  of 
securities  in  which  Land  Commission  had  invested 
his  purchase  money,  31680,  31812. — Loss  of  sporting 
rights  was  often  loss  of  a valuable  asset ; cost  of 
selling  a small  estate  was  almost  prohibitive,  31680. 
— Action  of  modern  Government  in  dealing  with 
Ireland  was  like  that  of  a child  pulling  up  a plant 
to  see  how  it  was  growing,  31680-4. 


Price  of  Land. 

Price  at  which  Board  had  hitherto  bought  land 
could  not  be  taken  as  basis  for  price  in  future  ; Board 
had  got  cheap  lots  of  what  might  be  called  bankrupt 
stock  ; there  was  no  reason  why  other  landlords  should 
be  compelled  to  accept  such  prices  except  for  public 
reasons,  31611-2. — Landlords  were  willing  to  sell  at 
a fair  price,  that  is,  one  which  would  not  involve 
them  in  too  much  loss,  31613-4. — Witness  had  himself 
made  losses  in  four  out  of  six  sales  notwithstanding 
bonus,  31615-24,  31626. — Landlords  had  to  pay  local 
rate  in  case  of  untenanted  land,  31629-32. — Rate  of 
interest  on  investment  was  about  3j  per  cent.,  31625. 
— In  bulk  of  estates  sold  at  middle  price  between  the 
zones  landlord  must  lose  ; he  could  make  money  only 
in  case  of  a mortgaged  estate,  31628. — Many  reasons 
why  landlords  should  sell,  31627-8,  31633. — They  pre- 
ferred a fixed  income  to  an  investment  in  Irish  land, 
31634-5. — They  sold  at  a loss  because  they  could  not 
help  it,  31636-8. — Witness  did  not  anticipate  fall  in 
value  of  land,  it  was  a toss  up,  31641-3. — Witness 
could  see  no  ground  for  Mr.  Finucane’s  proposal  to 
take  twenty-six  times  tenement  valuation  as  basis  for 
price,  31812. — Prices  received  for  holdings  had  greatly 
increased  within  last  few  years,  31812. — Assumption 
that  Estates  Commissioners  would  not  depart  from  a 
price  already  fixed  would  put  them  in  a difficult 
position,  31781. 

Disastrous  to  Ireland  if  money  earned  by  labour  in 
England  and  Scotland  were  lost,  31644-5. 

Small  farming  could  not  be  started  in  Ireland  on  a 
large  scale  without  protection,  31644. 


Improvement  of  Estates  sold  direct  erom  Land- 
lord to  Tenant. 

Land  Commission  should  have  power  to  provide  for 
improvement  of  estates  sold  direct  from  landlord  to 
tenant  from  Reserve  Fund  ; power  must  exist  since 
free  grants  were  made  to  evicted  tenants  in  direct 
sales,  31768-72. — Inability  to  make  loan  or  advance 
might  be  met  by  an  arrangement  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  whereby  there  would  be  a proportion  of 
price  on  which  no  bonus  was  paid  and  tenant  would 
get  a certain  portion  to  improve  his  holding,  31773-8. 
— Danger  of  tenants  agreeing  to  pay  annuities  out  of 
proportion  to  capacity  of  land  could  be  guarded 
against  in  agreement,  31779. — Provision  should  be 
made  for  maintaining  improvements  and  Congested 
Districts  Board  would  be  a suitable  body  to  make 
such  provision,  31779-81. 

Number  of  Uneconomic  Holdings  sold. 

Statistics  as  to  number  of  uneconomic  holdings  sold 
were  not  entirely  reliable ; two  or  three  holdings 
sometimes  sold  to  same  man  or  additional 
holding  sold  to  man  who  had  already  pur- 
chased another,  31779. — Tenant  who  was  absolute 
owner  of  his  farm  could  get  money  from  Board  of 
Works  for  improvements,  31781. — Improvement  was 
more  than  a question  of  staff ; if  carried  out  in  dis- 
tricts where  labour  had  to  be  imported  expense  would 
be  enormous,  31812. 

Character  of  Leitrim  Peasantry. 


Estate  sold  direct  to  Tenants  in  Mayo,  Grass 

Lands  used  to  enlarge  Uneconomic  Holdings. 

Reasonable  amount  of  land  at  fair  price  available 
in  Mayo  for  relief  of  congestion,  31648.— Witness  had 
scud  an  estate  in  Mayo  having  tenants  of  congested 
district  on  its  borders,  and  he  had  split  up  a large 
farm,  31648-50.— It  was  a direct  sale,  31651.— No 
philanthropic  reasons  for  sale,  it  was  purely  a busi- 
ness matter,  31660-1. — There  were  uneconomic  hold- 
ings on  estate,  and  these  were  being  enlarged  from 
grass  land  ; no  fines  being  charged,  31652-5. — If  wit- 
ness had  sold  through  Congested  Districts  Board  or 
Estates  • Commissioners  there  was  no  guarantee  that 
tenants  would  get  these  grass  lands,  the  Board  might 
bring  m congests  from  a distance,  31675-8.— As  it  was. 
tenants  were  industrious  and  would  carry  out  the 
improvements  needed,  31656-9—And  landlord  knew 
what  price  he  was  getting,  31662-5,  31677.— There  had 
«^nin°mlnS?ectl0n  for  value’  31667. — But  if  tenants 
't  °rds  Wer?  sat,lsfi,ed  there  was  no  more  to  sav, 
dewT™-  °l  defa?lt  in  P^ent  of  annuities, 
tW  I fW®  borae  b?  rates-  but  the  country  got 
that  back  at  the  next  payment,  31669-71.  J * 

Loss  BUFFERED  BY  LANDLORDS  THROUGH  DELAYS  IN 
COMPLETING  SALES. 

Landlord  willing  to  sell  untenanted  land  ought 
to  be  sure  of  getting  his  cash  in  a reasonable  !ime  ; 
“P'f"4  he  might  have  to  wait  four  vears  and  cnuJd 
” dun?g  the  interregnum  ; if  he  did  not 
K 1 casn,  state  should  give  him  interest  equal  to  his 


Hitherto  the  people  had  had  no  chance  of  learning 
how  to  make  the  best  of  their  material,  or  the  ad- 
vantages of  steady  work ; the  best  remedy  was  to 
make  the  tenant  owner  of  his  holding  and  encourage 
him  in  every  way  to  improve  it,  31812. 


Prices  in  1735. 

Statistics  as  to  price  of  commodities  in  1735—37 
tons  14  cwts.  of  straw  sold  for  £24  10s.  5 d.  ; 30 
sheep  and  a cow  for  £4  10s.  3d.,  31813-4.— Witness 
paid  large  labour  bills  on  several  estates,  but  he  had  to 
emigrate  his  family,  31812,  31818. 


Documents  put  in  ly  Mr.  G.  Hewson. 

Poor  In 

A. — Sales  of  Tenants’  Interests  on  Congested 

Estates,  264 

B.  — Statement  as  to  Payment  of  Bents  . . 268 


O’HARA,  Rev.  F. 


Work  op  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  only  Board  that  had 
done  anything  for  country,  31824.— It  had  the  con 
fidence  of  the  people,  because  it  had  benefited  them 
as  far  as  it  possibly  could. 
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Case  op  Evicted  Farm  bought  by  a Scotchman 
who  wanted  to  sell  it  to  the  Board  at  a 
Profit. 

One  of  three  properties  put  before  Board  to  pur- 
chase was  an  evicted  farm,  which  had  been  left 
for  years,  and  which  Scotchman  had  bought  twenty 
years  ago  and  built  on  and  then  wanted  to  sell  to 
Congested  Districts  Board,  31825. — No  one  would 
touch  the  property  was  the  reason  Scotchman  had 
got  it  conveniently  and  he  wanted  then  to 
make  more  profit,  31826. — He  was  not  the  man  who 
should  benefit,  31827. — If  man  was  unjustly  evicted 
from  his  home,  and  had  done  all  he  could  to  keep  it, 
he  would  like  to  return  to  it  on  honest  and  just 
terms,  31828. — And  he  might  have  been  able  to 
return  if  the  other  man  had  not  interfered,  31829-1. — 
Whatever  price  was  paid  for  holding,  it  would  be 
arrears  of  rent  to  landlord,  31833. — Owner  had  not 
paid  for  tenant-right,  and  witness  objected  to  his 
getting  price  of  tenant-right,  31834-5.— If  Congested 
Districts  Board  paid  him  for  tenant-right,  and  re- 
stored tenant,  he  would  be  paid  twice  over,  31836. — 
Evicted  tenant  came  into  possession  while  Act  of 
1881  was  in  operation,  31838-9. — Scotchman  restored 
and  built  house  and  improved  farm,  31840-1.— Wit- 
ness thought  Commission  should  know  particulars  of 
case  as  it  was  put  forward,  31843.— Foundation  of 
case  was  wrong  and  unjust,  and  no  money  expended 
would  compensate,  31844-5. 

Board  should  not  buy  Land  from  which  Tenants 
HAD  BEEN  UNJUSTLY  EVICTED. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  refuse  to  buy 
land  unjustly  evicted,  and  where  there  was  conten- 
tion and  feeling  against  it,  31857-8.— Prescription 
would  give  a right,  but  in  case  of  Roscommon  busi- 
ness it  would  be  very  ancient,  case  referred  to 
happened  witliin  last  twenty  years,  and  was  not 
forgotten,  31860. 

Board  should  have  increased  Powers  and  Funds. 

Witness  would  give  moi|e  powers  to  Congested 
Districts  Board,  and  more  funds,  31847,  31854.— 
Leitrim  not  very  congested,  and  Board  had  considered 
■cases  put  before  them  and  people  were  well  satisfied, 
31848-9. 


Condition  of  Board. 

Board  should  have  an  inspector,  which  would  be 
better  than  county  representatives,  31850.— Present 
inspector  too  much  confined  to  certain  districts, 
31851.— Satisfactory  if  Board  could  hold  meetings 
in  County  Leitrim,  31852. 


Drainage. 

. Necessity  for  better  drainage  in  County  Leitrim, 
rivers  in  bad  state,  houses  flooded,  and  people  had 
to  leave  their  houses  at  night,  31851.— About  £100 
necessary  to  remedy  the  drainage,  one  river  surrounded 
by  fairly  good  1 and,  landlord  had  borrowed  money 
at  cheap  rate  for  remedying  drainage,  but  one  or 
two  people  had  objected,  necessity  that  Board  should 
have  absolute  power,  31854. 


Grants  for  Cottage  Dairies  Needed. 

Leitrim  a county  for  good  butter,  if  Congested 
Districts  Board  could  make  an  allowance  or  grants 
for  dairies  to  be  built,  they  would  benefit  the  people, 
too  many  applications  under  £7  grant,  31863.— In- 
creasing amount  spent  in  working  cottage  dairies 

through  Parish  Committees  suggested,  31864-5 

Two  congested  districts  in  parish  of  Ross  and  Bal- 
laghameehan,  31866. 


Deterioration  of  Land  owing  to  Climatic 
Causes. 

Witness  had  met  Professor  Baldwin,  who  had  beet 
in  Leitrim  fifteen  or  twenty  years  before,  he  knev 
of  no  part  of  . Ireland  that  had  suffered  so  mud 
from  climatic  influences,  it  was  farmers’  -experience 
that  land  had  deteriorated  at  least  a fourth  in  Iasi 


O’HARA,  Rev.  F. — continued. 

thirty  or  forty  years,  31868-9.— Land  had  fall,* 
if  it  had  suffered  from  earthquake,  31870  Xp” 
cessive  rainfall  was  the  great  drawback,  31873-5.  *’ 

Professor  Baldwin’s  Decisions  set  Aside 

Although  Professor  Baldwin  was  one  of  the  oroetest 
authorities,  when  he  gave  his  decisions  and  redX™ 
m rent  his  decisions  werf .appealed  against,  and  renfa 
raised  back  again,  31876-80.  ents 


CONNOLLY,  Rev.  TERENCE  C. 


Poverty  of  North  Leitrim. 

North  Leitrim  very  poor,  had  suffered  from  various 
causes  in  the  past,  had  had  little  done  for  it,  required 
special  care,  900  a year  of  population  lost,  average 
valuation  lowest  in  Ireland,  86,000  less  people  now 
than  m 1881,  31882.— Population  69,000  last  Census, 
an  eighth  lost  between  1881  and  1891,  31883. 


Flax  Industry. 

Flax  industry  important  some  years  ago,  absolutely 
°1i*PPe?red  now>  ^ree  acres  of  flax  in  Leitrim 
31883,  31891. — There  would  be  a market  if  it  were 
produced,  31884-5,  31886-7.— Nineteen  scutch  mills 
thirty  years  ago,  none  now,  31888.— There  was  market 
in  Cavan  and  Monaghan,  31889.— More  flax  imported 
from  abroad  every  year,  31894.— Farmers  in  Cavan 
took  £40  an  acre  for  flax,  31895.— It  had  been  steeped 
in  a hole  and  scutched,  31896.— White  flax  steeped 
m running  water  as  was  done  abroad  fetched 
price,  that  could  not  be  done  in  Ireland, 
01896-9.— Industry  revived  a little  in  northern 
counties,  80  acres  flax  in  Louth  last  year,  31900.— 
Industry  might  be  revived,  31901. 


Occupations  of  Seaboard  Population— Kelp 
Industry,  &c. 

County  had  seaboard  of  nine  or  ten  miles,  former 
kelp  industry  practically  disappeared,  31901.— Price 
gone  down  since  iodine  was  produced  from  other 
tilings,  31902-4. — It  was  not  the  most  economical  way 
ox  producing  it,  although  people  were  content  with 
small  wage,  modern  law  of  commerce  was  that  things 
must  be  produced  from  cheapest  and  most  natural 
products,  31905-7. — Kelp  industry  paid  a small  wage 
other  parts  of  Ireland,  31907.— Seaboard  district 
alluded  to  was  in  Tullaghan  division  in  union  of 
iJaliyshannon,  average  valuation  £3,  population- 
forty  or  fifty,  people  living  by  fishing,  nothing 
had  been  done  for  them,  31907-8.— They  had  no  land- 
pkace»  no  instruction,  and  no  fishing  gear, 
a i — RIr'  ®reei1  went  down  eight  years  ago  and 

i 3Cfd  matter  over  with  people,  31911-4.— They  took 
haddock,  whiting,  codfish,  lobsters,  were  skilful  if 
they  got  a chance,  31914.— Pier  to  suit  people  might 
be  economically  placed  at  Tullaghan,  exact  spot  could 
be  left  to  inspector,  31916-7. 


Coal  Mining— Transit  Facilities  Needed. 

■ hiorth  Leitrim  had  a valuable  coal  mining  area 
absolutely  undeveloped,  coal  could  be  got  at  pit 
mouth  for  10s.  whi  :h  cost  21s.  or  22s.  sixteen  miles 
away,  only  one  man  doing  anything,  he  employed 
thirty  men  every  day  of  the  year,  31918.— This  was 
m North  Arigna,  31919. — Transit  needed  to  Irvines- 
towm  Tyrone,  Ballyshannon,  and  Enniskillen,  31921- 
w Ai°^rallw-ay  “ North  Leitrim,  31924.— Sligo  and 
■North  Counties  line  ran  by,  and  there  was  a station 
at  Manorhamilton,  31925-6. — Proposal  to  connect 
Arigna  with  Dromahair  not  sound,  31927.— People 
would  not  give  a guarantee  after  their  experience 
with  Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway,  31928-33.. 
31937-8. — Existing  railway  was  no  use  to  coal  district, 
31934-6. — Railway  should  come  from  Drumkeeran  to' 
® mil®  west  of  Manorhamilton,  then  down  from 
Glenade  to  Bundoran  or  from  Ballaghmeehan  to ' 
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Belleek,  carried  on  across  other  line,  31939-40.— Not 
so  far  east  as  Kiltogher,  31942. — Dromahair  was  the. 
nearest  point,  but  once  there  the  line  could  go  no' 
further,  besides  coal  obtained  by  water  trans-ship- 
ment would  not  sell  in  Sligo,  31941. — £6,759  guar- 
antee paid  for  deficit  on  Cavan  and  Leitrim  line ; 
£4,295  got  back  from  local  taxation  over  benefiting 
area,  31944. 

Roads  Needed. 

Roads  bad,  Lord  Iveagh’s  motor  scheme  would 
benefit  the  country  if  roads  were  made,  County 
Council  could  not  induce  ratepayers  to  improve  roads, 
31948-52. — Enormous  expenditure  needed,  31953. — It 
would  be  enough  to  put  main  roads  in  order,  31954. — 
Interest  on  borrowed  money  had  to  be  paid  by  rate- 
payers, 31955. — And  rates  were  too  high  to  be  raised, 
31956-8. 

Reafforestation  Needed. 

1,500  acres  of  forest  supposed  to  exist  in  North 
Leitrim  according  to  Thom  were  not  visible, 
reafforestation  was  needed,  there,  very  little 
drainage,  31958. — Land  wet  and  exposed  to  sea, 
31959. — Trees  would  give  shelter  and  lessen  bad  re^- 
sults  of  rainfall  by  helping  the  natural  drainage, 
31960-2. — Large  plantations  preferred,  31963. — Mag- 
nificent to  plant  two  miles  of  hillside,  31964-5. — Land 
used  at  present  for  cattle  and  sheep,  easy  to  clear, 
some  tenants  too  public-spirited  to  want . compensa- 
tion, 31966-8. — Sheep  not  paying,  they  had  gone 
down  in  North  Leitrim,  31969. — Total  number,  13,000 
last  year,  Galway  had  577,000,  Mayo  306,000,  Ros- 
common, 165,000,  31970. — 1,000  lost  in  Leitrim  from 
1905  to  1906,  31972,  31977.— Sheep  would  be  better, 
and  have  better  wool  if  one-fourth  mountains  were 
planted  in  trees,  31973. — Locality  would  be  better 
sheltered,  31974. 


Agricultural  Products  of  Leitrim  compared  with 
Roscommon  and  Mayo. 

No  proportion  between  number  of  sheep  in  Leitrim 
and  in  Roscommon  and  Mayo,  same  could  be  said 
of  other  agricultural  products,  31985-6.— 781  acres  of 
turnips,  300  less  than  year  before,  only  271  acres  of 
mangel,  1,000  acres  of  cabbage  less  than  year  before, 
3 acres  of  vetches,  1 acre  rape,  5 acres  flax,  5,000 
horses  .in  Leitrim,  that  was  200  more  than  last  year, 
while  in  Galway  there  were  28,000  horses,  and  11,000 
in  Roscommon,  31977-80. — Fewer  asses  than  any  other 
county,  31981. — Number  of  horned  cattle  gone  up, 
there  were  3,000  last  year,  bacon  industry  used  to  be 
important,  and  could  still  be  made  so,  nearly  25,000 
pigs  in  Leitrim,  against  38,000  in  Roscommon,  num- 
ber had  gone  up,  but  was  still  absurdly  low,  if  agri- 
culture were  more  prevalent  pigs  would  have  Letter 
chance,  31982-6.— Mayo  and  Galway  were  five  and 
three  times  the  size  of  Leitrim,  but  Mayo  had  lame 
tracts  of  bog  and  bad  land,  while  Leitrim  had  only 
little  iota,  31987.  J 


Manuring  and  Drainage. 

Instruction  in  manuring  and  drainage  needed  : hills 
were  bleached  for  want  of  drainage,  and  much  land 
was  not  economic,  because  not  properly  drained  and 
manured,  31987-8. — Large  number  of  cornmills  for- 
merly, two  or  three  now,  only  7,000  acres  of  oats  grown 
this  year,  500  less  than  last  year,  31989-90. 

Capital  Needed. 

Serious  thing  for  country  that  people  bought  from 
foreign  countries  what  they  could  get  from  their  own 
farms  farmers  sold  pig  at  4£(7.  a pound,  and  bought 
Canadian  bacon  at  61,(7..  people  so  rack-rented  they 
naa  not  the  capital,  and  were  obliged  to  sell  pig  to 
money,  shopkeeper  would  wait,  something 
d„«f!Lbe,id0”6  t0  g„lve  caPital  for  agricultural  in- 
Boar^k  31991. — Congested  Districts 

S Mbit  sIto.  8 P”I!h  Committ"s 

Definition  of  Congestion  needed  Amendment. 
Some  poor  not  in  scheduled  areas,  scheduling  sys- 

Hr,vai?^rd’  Pn°r  P?"a,lised  for  living  next  door 
to  rich,  ones,  Board  should  have  power  to  work  every- 

31993, 1320&&-7  7 ^ faFmer  un*r  certain  valuation, 


Agricultural  Credit  Societies. 

Agricultural  Credit  Societies  good,  but  very  small, 
and  involved  a lot  of  trouble,  especially  to  priest, 
who  was  expected  to  do  everything,  31994-2001,  32003. 
— Witness  made  chairman  by  tenants  on  seven  estates, 
and  carried  through  sales  of  eight  estates,  32002-4. 

Success  of  Parish  Committee — Economy  in 
Administration,  &C. 

Parish  Committee  in  witness’s  parish  doing  well, 
they  were  good,  but  should  be  able  to  reach  poor  out- 
side the  area,  32005-6. — £5,000  given  by  Board  to 
Leitrim  within  last  six  or  seven  years,  more  good 
done  bv  Board’s  money  than  by  twice  the  amount 
from  Department,  witness  would  like  Board  to  get 
more  money,  and  larger  powers  and  hold  meetings  in 
district  to  get  people’s  views,  Board  administered 
money  very  economically  in  some  cases,  through 
Parish  Committee  whole  cheque  reached  poor  man, 
with  nothing  for  administrative  expenses,  32007-11. — 
There  were  supervisors,  but  one  did  ten  parishes, 
they  were  paid  10  per  cent,  on  grant,  32012-15. — 
Officers  were  paid  for  carrying  out  Board’s  schemes, 
32008. 

Agriculture  and  Industries  based  on  it  of  most 

IMPORTANCE  FOR  LEITRIM. 

Agriculture  as  such,  and  industries  based  on  agri- 
culture, required  closest  attention  in  Leitrim,  there 
was  no  raw  material  for  factories,  32016-7. 

Lace-making  and  Serigging. 

Sprigging  important  industry  for  women  some 
years  ago,  almost  disappeared,  31885. — There  should 
be  lace-making  or  sprigging  for  girls  deprived  of 
churning  by  the  creamery,  but  the  idea  was  not 
followed  up  after  Department  was  started,  as  those 
who  assisted  before  thought  there  was  now  money 
enough,  Department  did  It  in  a sort  of  way,  32018. 


KEAVENY,  Mr.  M. 

Districts  Needing  to  be  Scheduled. 


In  witness  s parish  three  congested  electoral  divi- 
sions, Mahanagh,  St.  Patrick’s,  and  Arigna,  Drum- 
keeran,  was  within  parish  and  should  be  scheduled 
m three  scheduled  divisions  there  were  395  persons 
with  holding  rated  under  £7,  109  rated  from  £7  10s. 
to  £10,.  and  504  rated  at  £10  and  under,  in  unsche- 
duled division  there  were  355  ratepayers  of  £10  valua- 
tion and  under,  some  holdings  in  Drumkeeran  valued 

from  £2  to  £2  10s.,  some  as  low  as  5s.,  32020. Gar- 

vagh  district  was  very  poor,  103  holdings  below  £7 
valuation,  32021. 


Particulars  of  some  Non-Residential  Holdings. 

In  Killanummery  Electoral  Division  there  were  a 
number  of  non -residential  holdings,  227  registered 
occupiers,  area  5,138  acres,  valuation  £1,882,  of 
those  227  holdings  17  were  non-residential,  contain- 
ing upwards  of  700  acres  and  five  of  395  acres, 
valued,  at  £255  10s.,  32022. — This  included  the  moun- 
tain. sides,  49  holdings  valued  at  an  average  of  £24 
3s.  5(7.,  178  at  an  average  of  £3  19s,  average  value  of 
227,  £8  5s.  9c7.,  average  value  of  222  £7  6s.,  32032.- 
Theso  not  in  scheduled  districts,  lot  of  unfortunate 
people  living  close  to  large  farms  were  deprived  of 
benefits  of  Congested  Districts  Board.  32024.— Should 
any  large  farm  be  sold  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  buy  it  to  provide  farms  for  parties  living  in 
congesiied  areas.  32025.— Non-residentinl  farms,  but 
tenanted.  32026-8. 


Land  Available  for  Board  to  Buy. 

One  or  two  farms  for  sale,  application  made  to 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  buy,  but  they  declined 
32028,  32032.— 138  acres  belonging  to  Mr.  Hamilton! 
which  witness  thought  was  for  sale,  would  be  con- 
venient to  Congested  Districts  Board  and  advisable 
for  Board  to  buy  but  for  expense  of  working  pro- 
perty, at  a distance  from  its  other  work,  32029-31 
32038-9.— Misses  Hamilton,  the  tenant®,  were  willing 
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to  sell,  but  witness  did  not  know  whether  landlord 
was,  32033-4. — Farm  sold  under  one  of  Purchase  Acts, 
32037. — Hundreds  of  acres  of  mountain  land  in  Kil- 
lanuirrmery,  32035-6. — There  was  a farm  for  sale  by 
auction  in  St.  Patrick’s  held  under  Land  Commis- 
sion, no  purchasers,  as  people  around  were  tco  poor, 
very  useful  to  district  if  Congested  Districts  Board 
would  buy  it,  32040-2. — 77  acres  in  it,  32042. — If 
split  up  into  small  holdings  it  would  sell  better, 
32044.— -Only  one  bid  of  £280  for  farm,  32045. — Rent, 
£20,  32046. — Well-to-do  shopkeepers  bought  land  for- 
merly, but  farmers  were  going  to  the  bad,  and  shop- 
keepers had  to  go  with  them,  32043. 

Development  of  Industries. 

Employment  should  be  found  for  people  in  such 
districts  in  order  to  relieve  congestion,  32046. — Board 
doing  important  tilings  in  other  parts  of  country, 
giving  assistance  to  factories,  32047. — Large  number 
of  girls  without  employment,  32048. — They  hod  to 
emigrate,  32049-51. — If  Congested  Districts  Board 
would  make  a line  from  Drumkeeran  to  St.  Patrick’s 
an  industry  might  be  started  in  plaster  of  Paris  and 
fire-clay,  extensive  industry  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago, 
but  failed,  32052. — There  had  been  flourishing  in- 
dustry in  manufacturing  bricks,  tiles  and  pipes,  but 
company  started  a public-house,  and  nothing  was 
done  right  after,  32053-5,  32069-73.  -Bricks  were  ex- 
ported in  a poor  way,  as  there  was  no  railway,  32057. 
—Industry  might  pay  well,  32056.— If  started  now 
on  account  of  line  going 'to  Arigna  it  would  not  be 
so  expensive  to  oarry  out  work,  nor  so  expensive  to 
send  to  Ballinamore  and  Belfast,  32058.— Drainage 
pipes  made  which  farmers  found  better  and  cheaper 
wan  stones,  32061-3. — Good  demand,  two  large 
steamers  employed,  and  bricks  sent  on  to  Limerick, 
32064. — Strangers  constituted  the  company  and  far- 
mers of  locality  had  no  control,  32065-8.— Coal  found 
in  locality,  company  started  at  Spencer  Harbour,  and 
Lord  Spencer . christened  the  Harbour,  32059-60— 
Steamers  carried  coal  to  Limerick  and  took  away 
bricks,  32074-5. 


Work  of  Parish  Committee. 

There  was  a Parish  Committee  which  did  well,  hut 
funds  were  limited,  32076-7.— And  they  were  nob  al- 
lowed to  work  outside  scheduled  area,  32078.— They 
worked  at  fencing,  drains,  and  buildings,  32079— 
Witness  would  like  funds  of  Parish  Committee  in- 
creased to  £400  or  £500,  32030.— 565  parties  entitled 
to  share  of  present  grant  of  £100,  32081. 

Roads  Needed. 

Necessity  for  completion  of  chain  of  roads,  32082. 
—Considerable  sum  offered  as  subsidy,  32083.— They 
were  so  backward  they  could  do  with  money  for  con- 
struction of  roads  and  funds  of  Parish  Committees 
increased,  they  only  got  £932  for  construction  of  roads 
in  County  Leitrim  to  31st  March,  1905,  32084.— All 
JAjitnm  had  for  construction  of  roads  from  Congested 
Districts  Board  since  it  was  formed  was  £1 674 
while  Donegal  got  26,992,  32086— Ratepayers  in 
Manorhamilton  Union  were  overtaxed  and  too  poor 
to  accept,  £2,000  offered,  32087-8— North  Leitrim 
was  the  poorest  part  in  Ireland,  32089,  32102— Lei- 
tnm  could  still  get  money  offered,  in  1905  Parish 
§T^^olnT?°negal  got  £2'553  and  in  Lritrim 
more  «°uId  got  through 

•SmS;  C°™n?1ttee  People  were  willing  to  earn  it. 

mdustry  were  again  started  all  would 

depend  on  management.  32096-7— Witness  did  not 

Jn  3209ft  miUStl7  ^°uld  llave  t°  artificially  kept 
glVen  to  Pa'ri&h  Committees  would 
^used  in  making  permanent  improvements,  32099- 


Butter  Industry. 

They  had  small  industry  in  Tarmon  where  fim 

lacturea,  32102-4— Butter  was  improved  and  red,.^ 
!S  «*,'■>  and  sent  awiy  in  661b. 

,32105-7— Locality  so  poor  and  hilly  and  creameries  < 
Jan  away  that  butte  factory  worked  better,  32106-li 

SA.Hm.n-r  Wonn  of  Paeish  Committees. 
Parish  Committees  had  done  much  to 
fury  conditions,  removing  manure  heaps,  eta,  321114 
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— £50  spent  annually  in  sanitary  officers  in  union  f 
Manorhamilton  to  travel  the  country,  and  see  th 
manure  heaps  were  a certain  distance  from 
32113,  32116-8— Man  could  not  get  a grant  from  S 
gested  Districts  Board  unless  manure  heap  was  a cer 
tain  distance  from  house,  it  did  not  cost  Board  arv' 
thing  to  remove  them,  32114-5. 


Railway  Facilities  Needed. 

1,400  acres  of  land  untouched  for  wont  of  railway 
facilities,  32118.  ^ 


Poverty  of  the  Soil. 

Tillage  going  down  for  want  of  labour,  people  so 
poor  they  had  to  emigrate,  32121-5,  32127-9— farms 
were  small  and  land  bad,  witness  planted  16  cwt  of 
seed  last  year,  and  had  not  20  cwt.  to  take  out  of  it 
32126,  32132-3. — Years  when  potato  crop  was  good  it 
would  pay  them,  but  there  would  not  be  enough  for 
two  years,  32130-1— Man  could  not  rear  family  on 
five,  six,  or  seven  acres  with  a valuation  of  30$ 
32133— Tilling  ground  on  an  enlarged  holding  would 
pay  better  than  emigration,  32134-6. 


ROONEY,  Mr.  P. 


Grass  Lands  Should  be  Broken  Up  and  Migrants 
Settled  on  them. 

Suitable  grass  lands  should  be  purchased  and  divi- 
ded into  holdings  to  persons  migrated  from  congested 
districts,  32137. — In  any  part  of  Ireland  wherever 
tillable  land  would  be  found,  32138-40— Heads  of 
families  were  willing  to  migrate  in  most  cases,  32141- 
2- — If  landlords  refused  to  sell  at  reasonable  price, 
compulsory  powers  should  be  given  to  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  Congested  Districts  Board,  so  that  un- 
tenanted Land  could  be  obtained,  32142,  32225.— 
If  not  available  in  congested  district  Board  should 
have  power  to  acquire  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  32142. 
An  amount  of  available  land  over  length  and  breadth 
of  Ireland,  32226. — If  there  was  not  sufficient  witness 
would  strike  a line  at  a farm  of  £50,  he  would  take 
part  away  from  man  who  had  too  much  and  was  not 
able  to  labour  it,  32227. 


Farmers’  Sons  Should  Get  Farms  in  Order  to 
Keep  them  in  the  Country. 

Farmers’  sons  under  £10  valuation  should  get 
farms  in  order  to  stop  emigration,  32142,  32204-5.— 
People  in  oongested  districts  should  have  first  claim, 
a larger  holding  would  provide  labour  for  whole 
family,  32205-13— Persons  should  be  at  liberty  to  in- 
spect farais  and  if  satisfied  with  terms  of  purchase, 
to  have  the  same  title  to  holding  as  other  purchasing 
tenants ; term  of  repayment  for  migrated  people 
should  be  extended  in  order  to  reduce  half-yearly 
instalment,  32142— If  migrated  family  were  able  to 
sell  interest  in  little  vacated  holdings  they  would 
have  means  to  stock  the  new  holding,  32144-6— More 
advantageous  for  remaining  parties  if  they  got  the 
land  for  nothing,  32147. — People  would  have  little 
means  to  start  on  new  holding,  and  if  thev  borrowed 
it  would  be  a heavy  sum  yearly  to  pay  back,  32150-2. 

Loan  would  be  an  advantage,  32154-9. — Congestion 
worst  m mountainous  districts,  32160. 


Mountain  Grazing  should  be  Secured  for 
Tenants. 

Mountain  grazing  should  be  secured  for  tenants  at 
purchase  of  holdings,  32160. 

Price  of  Land. 

Estates  Commissioners  should  have  land  inspected 
before  tenants  purchased  to  see  if  it  was  worth  the 
price,  32161,  32173. — When  a man  got  a great 
amount  of  arrears  of  rent  and  was  in  difficulties 
he  agreed  to  purchase  his  holding  at  too  high 
a price  in  order  to  get  over  difficulty,  he  was 
often  unable  to  pay  instalments,  and  many 
decrees  Lad  been  taken  out  where  tenants  had  made 
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REYNOLD’S',  Me.  P. — continued. 


bad  bargains  with  landlords,  32162-5,  32170-2. — There 
had  been  purchasers  under  Ashbourne  Act,  but  wit- 
ness did  not  know  of  .any  case  where  man  had  been 
tamed  out  of  holding  for  not  paying  his  annuities, 
32166-9 — Estates  Commissioners  should  fix  a fair 
Mice  .and  landlord  and  tenant  should  be  bound  to 
Accept  those  terms,  32174.— Success  and  failure  did 
not  depend  on  tenant  paying  5s.  or  6s.  a year  more, 
32175-8  32184-6,  32189. — But  tenant  would  benefit  by 
reduction,  32178-9,  32190-2.— Man  who  paid  £3  rental 
could  not  maintain  himself  and  family,  he  had  to 
find  some  outside  sources,  32187-8. — Half  the  people 
would  not  be  able  to  live  in  the  county  if  they  had 
not  help  from  their  children  in  America,  32180-2.— 
Inspection  might  not  benefit  tenant  altogether,  but 
witness  wished  for  it,  he  had  confidence  in  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  32183,  32193-5. — Rates  would  be 

mulcted  later  if  tenant  bought  at  exorbitant  prices, 

32196. 18  years’  purchase  under  Ashbourne  Act  was 

fair  32197-201.— Under  new  Act  Government  was  giv- 
ing a bonus  of  three  years’  purchase  to  landlord,  who 
ought  not  to  profit  because  tenants  gob  a cheap  loan, 
32201-4. 


Development  op  Industries  Needed. 

Industries  suitable  to  each  locality  should  be  es- 
tablished, a woollen  factory  might  he  established  in 
congested  district  of  GlenarrifE,  32213-4. — Enterprising 
landlord  might  start  some  useful  industry,  32215-7. 

Importation  op  Cattle. 

Necessity  that  small  farmers  should  he  protected, 
sale  of  store  cattle  was  mostly  all  their  means  of  mak- 
ing money,  and  if  foreign  store  oattle  were  imported 
into  England  without  restriction  prices  would  fall  in 
Ireland,  and  the  small  farmer  he  ruined,  32218-20. — 
<W11  holder  must  seE  his  cattle,  he  had  not  the 
means  to  hold  them  over,  32221.— Bigger  farmers  and 
graziers  made  the  market  for  them,  32223. — They  aU 
went  to  England  in  the  end,  32224. 

Witness  represented  one  of  the  poorest  congested 
districts  in  North  Leitim,  in  Glen ar riff  division  they 
had  190  holdings  under  £5  valuation,  51  over  £5  and 
under  £10,  and  12  over  £10,  only  12  persons  in 
the  whole  division  that  had  land  enough  to  live  on, 
32227. 


Sporting  Rights. 

Sporting  rights  were  of  little  value  to  tenants,  sons 
were  better  employed  on  working  the  lands,  it  was 
better  for  tenant  to  purchase  the  rights  of  landlord 
in.  case  of  burning  in  the  dry  season,  when  there 
would  be  a claim  for  malicious  damages,  32231. — If 
tenants  purchased  sporting  rights  they  should  ap- 
point a committee  to  look  after  game,  to  preserve  it 
and  sell  it,  .and  proceeds  go  to  pay  taxes,  32236, 
32238. — If  sporting  rights  had  been  sold  proceeds 
should  go  to  the  revenue  of  .the  tenants,  and  not  to 
the  Parish  Committee,  32237. — Tenants  should  not 
be  aHowed  to  shoot  at  will,  32239-40. 


REYNOLDS,  Mr.  P. 

White  Estate. 

2,072  acres  of  un tenanted  land  on  Whyte  Estate  and 
some  of  it  rough  mountain  grazing,  32246-8. — Estate 
not  sold  on  account  of  difference  as  to  price,  32246. — 
Not  fit  for  tillage;  of  192  tenants,  77  were  under  £5 
valuation,  and  72  over  £5  and  under  £10;  uneco- 
nomic holdings  on  estate  could  he  improved  by  adding 
grass  lands  to  some  of  them,  32249. — Some  of  the 
2,000  acres  was  grass  land  and  fit  for  grazing  cattle, 
32250-2. — Other  holdings  in  division  of  Sraghmore  not 
easily  accessible,  could  be  improved  by  consolidating 
two  farms  into  one ; in  townland  of  Carrickinero,  Mr. 
Whyte  had  119  acres,  1 rood,  16  perches  untenanted, 
of  valuation  of  £47  on  land  and  £7  10s.  on  buildings, 
suitable  for  dividing  among  tenants,  32252. — -In 
Carrickfad  Mr.  Whyte  had  30  acres,  2 roods,  17 
perches,  and  70  acres,  32253. — They  Claimed  that  70 
acres  were  not  the  demesne,  as  he  built  on  7 acres  and 
took  the  rest,  32254. — Mansion  house  was  valued  at 
£22  and  £4  5s. ; in  Cartron  Mr.  Whyte  had  69  acres, 
3 roods  22  perches  ; 7 acres  0 roods,  37  perches ; and 


4 acres,  2 roods,  22  perches,  with  valuations  of 
£27  15s.,  £3,  and  £2;  in  Corray  he  had  125  acres, 

2 roods,  13  perches;  in  Cornalaghta  3 acres,  0 roods, 

7 perches,  valuation,  10s. ; in  Curraghan,  42  acres, 

3 roods,  31  perches,  valuation,  £3  10s. ; in  Doonkelly 
54  acres  0 roods,  6 perches,  valuation,  £7,  32255. — 
Owner  took  in  grazing  cattle  from  surrounding  people, 
32256-7. — In  Doonmorgan  he  had  36  acres,  3 roods, 

3 perches,  valuation,  £12  5s.,  some  fit  for  tiUage  and 
tenants  could  be  put  on  to  at;  978  acres  not  fit  for 
tiUage  with  exception  of  what  would  make  two  farms ; 
known  as  Lec&un  and  Fawnlion  sheep  walk,  and  some 
holdings  made  very  small  and  miserable  by  late  Col- 
Whyte,  32257,  32262. — Some  land  taken  away  from 
tenants  in  the  early  sixties,  32258-9. — Very  few  evicted, 
but  every  man  curtailed),  32263-4. — No  compensation 
given,  the  foUowing  were  a few  instances : D. 

O’Connor  lost  about  28  acres  and  only  left ; O’Dolan 
lost  30  acres  and  6£  left;  P.  Dolan  32  acres  and  only 

8 left;  T.  Murray  lost  30  acres  and  8 left;  rent  and 
rates  reduced  very  Ettle,  grass  lands  had  deteriorated 
since  taken  from  tenants;  land  taken  from  6 tenants 
and  let  into  one  ranch,  had  only  5 cows  on  it  the  last 
few  years,  while  formerly  20  were  able  to  graze  on 
it;  by  tillage  and  manure  it  might  be  brought  back 
to  former  state,  but  would  oost  much  money  and 
labour,  32265-6. — Overrun  with  rabbits  that  iate  the 
roots  of  the  grass  away;  tenants  could  be  put  on  to 
the  land  again  if  it  was  cropped,  32268. — It  would  not 
pay  landlord  to  crop  it  himself,  bur  farmers  gave 
their  labour  for  nothing,  32269-71. 

Negotiations  for  Sale. 

There  had  been  negotiations  going  on  for  a sale  of 
property  under  Wyndham  Act,  landlord  had  asked 
26  years’  purchase,  and  through  clamouring  of  ten- 
ants in  arrears,  tenants  had  bid  21  years,  but  bid  had 
been  withdrawn,  32291-4. — Landlord  had  offered  the 
bad  part  to  tenants,  and  wanted  to  keep  the  good  part 
offered,  32299. — Tenants  were  anxious  to  buy  through 
Estates  Commissioners  at  what  they  considered  the 
value  when  they  inspected  it ; there  were  25  tenants’ 
sons  who  were  anxious  to  get  new  farms  ; if  they  did 
not,  they  would  have  to  emigrate,  32291. 

Dolan  Property. 

Dolan  property  was  another  estate,  of  which  Mr. 
Whyte  was  head  landlord ; there  were  14  tenants  on 
Dolan,  property,  7 under  £4  valuation,  5 under  £7, 
and  3 from  £10  to  £12  10s. ; landlord  held  114  acres 
of  untenanted  land:  and  18  acres  belonged  to  an  evicted 
tenant;  small  farms  could  be  improved  by  addition 
of  some  grass  land,  which  was  accessible  to  tenants, 
but  was  in  the  landlord’s  hands. 

Parks  Estate. 

On  estate  of  Col.  R.  Parks,  of  which  Mr.  Whyte 
was  the  head  landlord,  there  were  two  tenants,  the 
landlord  holding  110  acres,  all  arable  land,  which  he 
had  let  on  eleven  months'  system  ; some  of  this  could’ 
go  to  improve  holdings  on  Whyte  Estate,  and  others 
adjoining  it,  five  of  which  were  very  barren  and  barely 
fit  for  cultivation  ; remainder  would  make  three  or 
four  new  farms,  32299. 

’Size  of  an  Economic  Holding. 

Witness  would  not  take  £5  valuation  as  a basis  for 
uneconomic  holdings ; some  holdings  valued  at  £10 
were  uneconomic,  because  they  had  not  enough  arable 
land  for  rotation  of  crops,  and  consequently  they  had 
bad  crops,  32271. 

Witness’s  Method  of  Farming  Twenty  Acres. 

Witness  farmed  twenty  acres  and  considered  six 
or  seven  acres  arable,  32272-3. — Whole  was  tilled  in 
rotation  about  one  and  a half  acres  at  a time,  32274-5. 
— He  grew  turnips  and  cabbages  besides  potatoes  and 
had  to  buy  manure  and  a lot  of  hay,  lie  spent  about 
£2  on  manure,  32276,  32278-9. — And  kept  five  cows, 
32277. — And  often  five  calves,  32281. — A man  with 
five  cows  could  only  find  manure  for  an  acre  of  tillage 
on  bad  land,  32282,  32285. — Witness  took  a conacre, 
which  cost  £5,  32280,  32283. — Some  stock  were  out  in 
summer,  but  were  housed  in  winter,  32286-7. — Pigs 
and  poultry  were  kept,  his  wife  made  more  out  of  tile 
poultry  than  he  did  of  the  cows,  the  eggs  sold  in  Sligo, 
32288-9. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  assisted  them, 
l>y  giving  them  eggs  from  the  poultry  stations,  32290-1. 
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Migration  Prospects. 

Some  tenants  would  be  willing  to  migrate  if  they 
got  a better  holding,  and  if  they  were  given  some  com- 
pensation, 32300. — Witness  and  bis  father  had  ex- 
pended a lot  of  labour  on  his  holding,  which  would  be 
hard  to  leave,  32301,  32316,  32318. — And  neighbours 
who  entered  would  have  to  insist  to  pay  annuities, 
32392. — He  was  willing  to  migrate,  32303-4,  32307. — 
— If  he  gave  up  his  holding  he  would  do  so  for  relief 
of  congestion,  and  if  he  got  leave  to  sell,  some  man 
might  buy  it),  the  neighbours  could  not  afford  to, 
and  congestion  would  not  be  any  better,  32306-10. — 
If  new  holding  were  large  enough,  so  that  he  could 
afford  to  keep  a horse,  he  felt  that  he  could  work  it  to 
the  fullest  extent,  32319-1. — And  neighbours  were  of 
same  opinion-,  32322. — Witness  did  not  agree  with  Mr. 
Hewson’s  evidence,  he  would  sooner  have  twenty  acres 
in  Roscommon  than  200  acres  in  Canada,  32323-5. — 
There  were  plenty  of  farmers  willing  to  migrate, 
32326. 

Reductions  oe  Rent. 

Witness  wished  to  mention  some  reductions  of  rent 
in  Land  Courts  and  annuities,  case  of  M.  Dolan  whose 
old  rent  was  £15  and  reduced  to  £7  10s.,  and  his 
annuity  now  was  £5  2s.  Ad.,  that  man  had  improved 
his  land  since  he  purchased  it. 


MITCHELL,  Mr.  P. 

Farm  of  some  middling  fair  land  and  some  moss  or 
boggy  land;  employment  needed  most  for.  people,  to 
keep  them  at  home  and  give  them  a living,  32329.— 
Manorhamilton  a suitable  place  for  industries,  being 
nearly  central  in  North  Leitrim,  32330.— Some  parts 
of  district  needed  scheduling  to  give  people  means  to 
improve  farms  and  houses,  32329.— Portion  of  road 
from  Manorhamilton  to  Garrison  made  by  Govern- 
ment in  1846  should  be  opened  up;  waste  lands  in 
and  around  Manorhamilton  should  be  parcelled  out 
and  distributed  among  small  farmers,  labourers  and 
artisans,  32330. 


GILMARTIN  Mr.  J .—continued. 

they  could'  have  easily  spent  £150 ; number  of  peonU 
who  applied  got  no  assistance;  works  satisfactorily 
carried  out,  32338. — Witness  had  a salary  of  £5  Z 
10  per  cent,  of  grant,  no  bicycle  allowance,  32339-41  — 
Works  on  house  repairs  or  outhouse  repairs  generally 
carried  out,  32342.— They  could  usefully  employ  monev 
on  drainage  and  reclamation!,  32343. — People  did  not 
have  cattle  in  their  houses,  witness  had  found  voune 
calves  in  one  house  and  fowls  in  another,  and  he  had 
made  them  provide  outhouse  accommodation;  people 
of  between  £7  and  £10  valuation  needed  a grant  as 
much  as  many  under;  standard  of  valuation  should 
be  raised  to  £10  in  this  parish,  32345. — Grant-in-aid 
scheme  had  been  working  for  three  years  in  parish 
the  people  were  too  poor  for  the  prize'  system,  32345-8’ 
— -Witness  made  estimate  of  cost  of  work,  32349  __ 
Certain  amount  of  money  given  according  to  estimate 
32350. — Proportion  fixed  from  a third  to  a sixth’ 
32351.— Subject  to  sanction  of  Congested  Districte 
Board,  32352. — Works  were  supervised  by  an  inspec- 
tor, 32353-5. — Papers  were  forwarded  to  Congested 
Districts  Board  and  supervisor’s  estimate  checked  be- 
fore work  was  carried  out,  32356-8.— When  works  were 
completed  they  were  inspected  by  inspector  but  super- 
visor had  authority  to  give  a certificate  that  they  were 
completed,  32359. — Liable  to  inspection  of  works  at 
any  time,  32360-1. — Witness’s  estimate  had  never  been 
altered,  32362.— Complete  reports  sent  of  actual  grants 
to  be  made  to  particular  persons,  32363.— Additional 
grants  made  for  reclamation  and  fences,  32365-6.— 
Applicant  would  get  about  a fifth  of  cost  for  draining 
a field,  32367.— Labour  was  valued  at  so  much  a 
day  and  actual  cost  furnished,  32368-9. — Drainage 
could  be  done  with  the  farmer’s  voluntary  labour, 
but  if  he  went  in  for  house  repairs  he  would  be  money 
out  of  pocket,  32370-2. — Stones  for  drainage  were 
sometimes  taken  from  a distance,  and  he  would  do  it 
by  his  own  labour,  32373-5.— Drainage  and  road- 
malang  calculated  at  so  much  a perch ; two  electoral 
divisions  scheduled  and  in  one  unscheduled  division 
people  were  as  badly  off  as  the  scheduled  districts; 
B allaghameehan  should  be  scheduled,  work  done  would 
be  about  five  times  the  amount  of  grant  received ; 
parish  committee  was  a publicly  elected  body  and  the 
people  had  every  confidence  in  them,  32301-5. 


GILMARTIN,  Mr.  J. 

Bad  Quality  op  Land  in  Rossinver. 

Witness  resides  in  Rossinver  on  eighteen  acres  of 
land,  of  which  five  or  six  were  arable,  situated  on 
mountain  slope;  land  was  bad  and  not  able  to  main- 
tain beasts  of  good  quality,  they  died  of  disease  called 
cruppan ; all  labour  was  done  with  the  spade,  32332.— 
It  was  not  possible  to  till,  manure  had  to  be  taken 
up  the  side  of  a kill  in  donkey  loads  in  a wet  season; 
tilers  were  100  uneconomic  holdings,  and  none  large 
6xctPt  a where  tenants  had  left  in  1846 
oi  1847 ; only  one  farm  where  horses  could  possibly  be 
Kept,  migration  was  the  only  means  of  relieving  con- 

S‘“<ieie32^l  “ Priva-te  “ 

Creamery  Needed. 

4, 11  districts  would  put  up  1 creamery 

It  would  help  the  people  aald  they  would  get  bee ter 
5T«'"S  22333-4  — Agricultural  Orga^£ 

tion  Society  had  been  asked  to  help  in  erection  of 
creamery ; an  organiser  had  been  down  and  there  were 
°f  *•■»*  but  people  were  S pS? 
n>  had  fallen  through;  farmers  kept  four  cows  onPthe 

ZrT .TlaX  'gVSZ'  *A»  priceXTahee 

SjsA  SStSst! o"*  ; 

?oue=t,f£» 

JS  Ste^luT  ” ^ 

Work  op  Parish  Committee. 

Parish.  Committee  was  doing  good  work  s.  j 


Agricultural  Bank. 

Agricultural  B.amk  was  doing  good  work,  many  of 
the  loans  were  for  purchase  and  saving  of  stock ; bor- 
rowing  powers  were  250  and  should  be  raised  to  £400, 
* I tbe  s,tock  would  not  be  in  district  if  it  were 
not  for  the  Bank ; people  were  industrious  and  honest. 

Drainage. 

Lough  Melvin  of  great  importance; 
^stricts  Board  had  been  appealed  to  for 
they  replied  that  if  Drainage  Board  was 
tomed  they  would  consider  what  amount  they  could 
give  towards  the  work;  one  scheme  comprised  the 
Kilcoo  River,  Lough  Melvin  and  Bundromer  Rivet, 
irom  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles  of  work ; Lough  Mel- 
obrt*™ted  by  a rock  in  River  Bundromer,  it 
ammed  up  the  lake  and  damaged  the  land  surround- 
ing it,,  when  the  lake  was  at  high  water;  there  were 
two  rivers  emptying  into  it,  and  no  outlet  for 
n e,  w,ater’  rfc  flowed  into  people’s  dwellinghouses,  and 
last  August,  whole  crops  Were  destroyed1,  32377.— If 
grant  was  given  they  would  sink  the  river,  32378. 

Spraying. 

w °iat0eS  Were  spayed  once  as  a rule,  but  this  did 
1 cr°P’  32379-83.— Witness  had  been 
it  ho/i  v*  bbree  sprayings  were  necessary,  but 

^ ,tned  in  district,  32396.— From 
j , • CQ  be  bad  found  spraying  once  was  useful 
and  twice  was  better,  32398-9,  32408.— In  wet  season 
" to  find  suitable  days  for 

Kvi™  3240®— Tbere  was  a difficulty  in  getting 
, machines,  32384-5.— Congested  Districte 

FtnaWl  wi  ^ea  applied  to  about  a scheme,  but  the 
i * . given  that  Branch  over  .to  the  Department 

cooler  6’  32386. — Useful  if  Parish  Committee 
mSL™ *ve  grayling  machines  • to  let  out  and  a good 
I • 00111(1  b*3  guaranteed,  32387-9.— It  was 
season  potatoes  were  not  worth 

had  4 a-®  »f  w 
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Agricultural  Instruction  without  Experiments 
useless. 

Agricultural  instruotor  was  not  much  use,  he  never 
put  his  lectures  into  practice,  so  nobody  derived  any 
benefit,  32400-2. — Agricultural  instruction  in  this 
form  without  experiments  was  a waste  of  money, 
32404. — Work  was  done  through  County  Committee, 
32403. — And  witness’s  parish  was  not  represented!, 
32405. 

Protest  against  Direct  Sale. 

No  direct  sales  should  take  place  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  if  they  were  continued  congestion  would 
remain ; Congested  Districts  Board  should  see  what 
could  be  done;  migration  would  be  a great  benefit, 
and  drainage  and  other  things  would  relieve  conges- 
tion; if  people  had  their  farms  free  they  could  not 
live  on  them,  32410. 


CONNOLLY,  Mr.  M. 

Little  done  by  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Witness  f armed  33  acres  of  very  rough  land,  £2  10s. 
valuation  and  10s.  on  buildings,  only  benefit  locality 
derived  from  Congested  Districts  Board  was  through 
Parish  Committee  work,  but  grant  of  £70  when  ex- 
tended over  area  of  twelve  miles  was  very  slight,  it 
covered  two  electoral  divisions,  Tullaghan  and  Guba- 
creeny,  grant  should  be  greatly  enlarged,  32413,  32425. 
— Very  large  population,  registered  list  of  voters  in 
Tullaghan  was  400  and  in  Gubacreeny  350,  great  num- 
ber of  holdings  in  both  divisions  exceptionally  small, 
32411-3. 

Lack  op  Water  Supply  at  Gubacreeny. 

In  Gubacreeny  division  there  were  six  miles  with- 
out a single  well  of  pure  water,  gTeat  necessity  for 
grant  for  erection  of  pump  or  provision  of  pure 
water,  32411-3. 

Grazing  Lands  Available  por  Relief  op  Congestion. 

Kinougli  Electoral  Division  needed  to  be  scheduled, 
there  were  grazing  lands  available  which  could  be 
purchased  for  relief  of  congestion  if  compulsory 
powers  were  given  to  Estates  Commissioners  and  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  Mr.  St.  G.  R.  Johnston  owned 
a ranch  of  414  aores  2 roods  32  perches,  valuation 
£180  and  £3  on  buildings,  there  was  another  hold- 
ing in  same  division  of  62  acres  2 roods  24  perches, 
valuation  £45  15s.,  there  was  no  valuation  on  houses 
or  buildings  on  the  lands,  showing  that  they  were 
unoccupied  holdings,  there  were  about  60  small  hold- 
ings on  Dickson  Estate,  Tawley,  with  .an  average 
valuation  of  £2  10s.,  there  was  a grazing  ranch  of 
260  acres  close  to  these  holdings  which  tenants  had 
used  for  grazing  and  conacre  for  forty  years,  32411-3. 

Increase  in  Supply  of  Turbary  if  River  Duff 
were  Drained. 

River  Duff  should  be  drained  and  bogs  divided,  and 
road  made  through  the  bog,  this  would  be  a source  of 
industry,  a turf  market  being  available,  turf  was 
plentiful  in  plot  referred  to,  but  in  other  parts  it  was 
scarce,  there  was  a co-operative  dairy  society  wrought 
by  an  engine  and  engine  was  fed  by  turf,  there  were 
400  acres  without  a way  into  it,  some  on  Dickson  Es- 
tate and  some  on  Dunlop  Estate,  drainage  of  River 
Duff i and  making  of  a road  would  open  up  this  bog, 

Improvident  Bargains  made  by  Tenants  on 
Dickson  Estate. 

Improvident  bargains  had  been  made  by  tenants 
on  Dickson  Estate  under  threat  of  arrears  of  rent,  in- 
stances given — J.  Murray’s  first-term  rent  was  £2 
10s.,  he  was  promised  8s.  in  the  pound  by  consent  to 
purchase,  first  demand  he  got  in  lieu  of  rent  was  £2 
5*.  6 d.,  only  allowing  4s.  6 d.,  32413. — Estates  Com- 
missioners took  no  action  in  matter,  estate  was  in 
Land  Judge’s  Court,  and  was  sold  in  Dublin  a year 
ago,  32414. — From  iso  of  8s.  was  made  through  the 
receiver  on  estate,  Land  Court  refused  to  accept 
tenants’  offer,  and  Congested  Districts  Board  had  not 
worked  on  their  behalf  as  they  expected,  judge  re- 


CONNOLLY,  Mr.  M. — continued. 
fused  to  abide  by  bargain  ; another  instance  was  that 
of  W.  M'Gowan,  who  paid  a rent  of  £3  first-term, 
purchase  agreement  would  make  it  £2  7s.,  at  an  ap- 
plication in  County  Court  the  rent  was  reduced  to 
£1  15s.,  32415-6. — Improvident  bargains  would  still 
be  made  in  the  future  unless  they  had  inspection  and 
interests  of  tenants  were  safeguarded,  32417. — Wit- 
ness wished  to  show  how  congested  the  district  was, 
and  that  there  were  grazing  ranches  in  it  which  could 
not  be  got  for  relief  of  congestion,  extent  and  parti- 
culars of  Ml.  (M'Gowan’s  holding  was — V aluation 
17s.,  12s.  on  land  and  5s.  on  buildings,  Tent  £2  3s., 
he  was  only  enabled  to  live  by  help  from  America, 
.and  others  similarly  situated,  32418-23. — Maps  and 
valuations  could  be  produced  to  support  this  evi- 
dence, 32424. 

Necessity  fob  Pier  or  Boatslip  on  Leitrim  Coast. 

Necessity  for  a pier  or  boatslip  for  accommodation 
of  fishermen  on  Leitrim  coast,  if  there  was  a boatslip 
at  Tullaghan  it  would  help  the  fishing  industry,  hold- 
ings so  miserable  and  small  they  wanted  some  in 
dustry  to  help  them  to  exist,  32424. 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  HUGH. 

Description  op  Holdings  on  the  Tottenham 
Estate. 

Witness  the  eldest  of  sax,  no  brothers  and  sisters 
in  America,  32438-9. — His  father  had  two  farms  309 
yards  from  each  other,  32440,  32445. — One  in  Leitrim 
of  23  acres,  32427,  32449.— Valuation  £5  5s.,  32427. 
— The  other  in  Fermanagh,  a tillage  farm  of  60  aores, 
32441,  32443,  32449. — The  two  were  f aimed  as  one, 
most  people  had  not  two,  32446. — 'Witness  had  not 
been  out  of  Ireland,  32442. — He  lived  on  the  Fer- 
managh farm  on  borders  of  Leitrim,  32444. — Leitrim 
farm  was  on  Tottenham  Estate,  Fermanagh  one  on 
Mrs.  Grey’s,  32453. — 'Valuation  of  latter  was  £14, 
32456. — Witness’s  father  employed  labour  at  certain 
seasons,  32454. — If  60-acre  farm  were  broken  up  it 
would  help  the  people  round  by  providing  labour, 
they  were  in  bad  condition  on  mountain  land,  32450- 
2,  32455. — Majority  of  land  in  neighbourhood  of  Lei- 
trim farm  was  heather,  the  country  was  hilly  and  in- 
capable of  producing  crops,  the  farms  were  all  spade 
labour  farms,  district  was  scheduled,  there  Wias  one 
large  estate,  one  small,  large  estate  the  Tottenham, 
famous  for  evictions  in  Land  War,  people  too  poor  to 
pay  rent,  holdings  uneconomic,  men  went  to  England 
and  Scotland  to  earn , rent  and  ' support  families, 
32427,  32466. 

•Sale  op  Tottenham  Estate. 

Tottenham  Estate  had  been  sold  to  tenants,  agree- 
ments signed,  money  not  yet  paid,  the  people  had! 
been  morally  forced  to  buy,  they  were  threatened  with 
evictions,  and  all  the  tenants  were  in  'arrears,  mostly 
five  or  six  years,  and  threatened  with  procedure  for 
recovery,  32456-9. — They  could  not  pay  rent  without 
paying  instalments  of  arrears,  holdings  wer©  insuffi- 
cient to  pay  rent,  32462. — Rents  were  fixed  by  the 
Court,  in  some  cases  there  were  a number  of  future 
tenancies,  32463-4. — 75  per  cent,  had  relatives  in 
America,  32465. — Arrears  had  been  increasing  for  25 
or  30  years,  32467. 

Sale  op  Cullum  Estate. 

On  the  Cullum  Estate  people  were  in  same  condi- 
tion, nine  were  to  be  evicted,  so  they  purchased  at 
high’  price  rather  than  be  thrown  out,  32468.— Same 
tiling  occurred  everywhere,  32469. 

Migration. 

There  was  grazing  land  in  neighbourhood,  farmers 
would  migrate  if  given  better  holdings,  beneficial  to 
introduce  migration  system,  32427-8. — Witness  and 
his  father  would  migrate,  32428,  33447-8. 

Investigation  of  Mineral  Resources  op  District- 
Proposed. 

Rich  minerals  in  district,  people  would  be  thankful 
if  Board  sent  inspector  and  started  industries,  iron 
mines  at  Kiltogher  pronounced  best  in  Kingdom, 
transit  facilities  poor,  roads  needed  improvement,  and 
2 r 2 
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a railway  would  bo  beneficial,  32429. — Iron  worked 
centuries  ago  at  Garrison,  10  miles  away,  32430. — • 
Conditions  improved  since  then,  32431. — There  was 
delph  clay  in,  district  and  water  power,  factory  for 
delph  would  be  a benefit,  clay  taken  to  BeUeek  did 
not  come  from  there,  32432-4. 


and  waste  at  one  time,  tenants  were  evicted  and  1 a 
turned  into  grazing,  32497-8.— Landlord  lived  in  rvf 
rick-on-Shannon,  32499.  a Ur' 


Development  of  Tourist  Traffic  by  Steamer  on 
Lough  Gill. 


No  Industries. 

There  were  no  cottage  industries,  there  had  been  a 
lace  class,  but  the  girls  emigrated,  only  a few  could 
turn  out  lace  fit  for  market,  32435-7. 


Steamer  on  Lough  Gill  would  develop  tourist  traffic 
from  Sligo  to  Hromahair,  and  bring  cargo  as  well 
32499-500.— Turf  nearly  exhausted  in  Mullagh,  32500 


Drainage  Required. 

District  like  the  rest  of  North  Leitrim  required  a 
proper  dnainage  system,  rivers  were  blocked,  and  small 
farms  could  not  be  drained  till  leading  streams  were 
opened,  flooded  lands  could  not  produce  crops,  tenants 
would  drain  if  larger  streams  were  opened,  32470-1. 

Attitude  Towards  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Board  had  people’s  confidence,  little  had  been  done, 
but  the  people  had  hopes  for  the  future,  they  thought 
Board  willing  to  do  something  if  income  were  in- 
creased, Board’s  efforts  would  be  seconded  by  people, 
32471. 


Value  of  a Corn  Mill. 

Corn  mill  would  be  useful,  old  disused  one  could 
be  purchased  at  small  expense,  corn  carried  eight  or 
nine  miles,  there  were  disused  water-power  mills  in 
neighbourhood,  32471-4. — iMill  witness  referred  to 
had  been  used  fifteen  years  ago,  shutting  up  of  mills 
not  due  to  lack  of  corn,  32475-6. 


GILROY,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Witness’s  Farm  at  Mullagh,  Deomahair. 

Farm  consisted  of  fifteen  acres  owned  by  witness’s 
father,  it  was  mountain  two  portions  of  land  owned, 
witness  lived  on  one,  cattle  and  milch  cows  kept, 
oalves,  pigs,  poultry,  etc.,  reared,  32478-9.— Milk  sent 
to  creamery  at  Dromahair,  7 cows  kept,  they  did  not 
all  calve  at  regular  time,  32480.— Oalves  fed  on  sepa- 
rated milk,  grass,  Indian  meal,  and  flour,  cod  liver 
oil  too  expensive,  witness  had  heard  of  it  being  used, 
32481-4. 


District  not  Scheduled  on  Account  of  2,000  Acres 
of  Untenanted  Land. 

District  congested  and  one  of  the  poorest  in  Lei- 
trim,  got  no  benefit  from  Board,  not  scheduled, 
32485-6. — It  should  be  scheduled,  in  Mullagh  there 
were  24  tenants,  17  under  £5  valuation,  6 under  £10, 
valuation  of  one  holding  was  £13,  8 with  valuation 
of  10.?.  to  25 s.  with  men  rearing  families  of  five  or  six 
on  two  or  three  acres  of  bad  land,  32487.— It  was 
the  Fox  Estate,  and  was  not  scheduled  on  account 
of  Whyte  Estate  adjoining,  and  2,000  acres  un- 
tenanted land  in  Drumlaase,  Fox  estate  bought  by 
pand  Commission  in  1902  under  Ashbourne  Act,  but 
it  did  little  good,  people  could  not  live  on  the  land, 
holdings  too  small  to  rear  cattle,  32488-90. 


Other  Townlands  Near  Mullagh  which  were  also 
Congested. 

Bohey,  near  Mullagh,  was  also  congested,  ther« 
were  15  tenants,  nine  with  valuation  not  exceeding 
£5,  mostly  from  £1  to  £1  5s.  and  £2,  in  Rockvalley 
also  in  neighbourhood,  there  were  12  tenants,  1C 
under  £5  valuation,  mostly  from  10s.  to  £1  5s.. 
to  over  £5  and  under  £10,  32490-1. 


Question  of  Migration  to  Moneyduff  Grazing 
Ranch. 

Grazing  ranch  called  Moneyduff  adjoining  was  for 
merly  used  by  people  to  graze  oows  for  milk,  the' 
*°.  and  force  landlord  b 
30WO-L— ! Tenante  might  he  migrated  to  ranch 
wn9i' ^ over  400  ,acies-  aTld  belonged  to  C.  B 
Whyte,  he  had  no  cattle  on  it,  and  did  not  use  it  fo: 
Agncultoze,  32492-4.  — People  in  witness’s  distric 
usea  to  depend  on  at  to  graze  cows  in  summer,  thei 
-paid  for  the  grazing,  32495-6.— It  was  tenanted  lane 


Question  of  Railway  for  Conveyance  of  Coal. 

Railway  from  Align*  to  Dromahair  to  convey  coal 
at  cheap  rate  would  meet  want,  people  could  not  af- 
ford present  price  of  Is.  4d.  and  Is.  5d.  a cwt.,  32500* 
— Arigna  16  miles  by  road  from  any  part  of  lake' 
32501.— ‘Railway  would  have  to  be  made  from  south 
end  of  Leitrim  32502. 


GILLIGAN,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 


Congestion  in  Kiltoghbrt— Sufficient  Grass 

Lands  available. 

Fifty  congested  families  in  parish  of  Kiltoghert 
each  had  half  an  acre  to  two  acres  of  land 
32505,  32543.— Lived  by  going  to  England  and  Scot 
land,  32505,  32518,  32546. — -District  not  scheduled 
twenty  of  the  families  were  near  Carrick-on-Shannon! 
thirty  in  Gowan  district  they  could  be  relieved  by 
giving  them  small  farms,  with  suitable  houses  and 
offices,  32505. — Three  large  grazing  ranches  in  hands 
of  occupiers,  which  occupiers  were  willing  to  sell  to 
Congested  Districts  Board,  32505,  32518.— Occupiers 
were  Mr.  MacDexmot,  who  told  witness  he  was  will- 
ing to  sell,  Mr.  Vaugh,  who  would  also  sell  if  he 
got  fair  price,  third  owner  Mr.  Harrison,  32507-8. 
—500  acres  of  grass  altogether,  it  lav  east  of  Carrick- 
on-Shannon,  32509-11. — Witness  thought  occupiers 
had  purchased,  32515. — The  largest  place  belonged  to 
Mr.  Latouche,  and  it  was  once  occupied  by  tenants, 
but  they  were  cleared  out  in  the  bad  times  since 
1848,  32516-8. — Tenants'  constantly  evicted  all  over 
Ireland,  32518. — No  necessity  to  migrate  them  in 
this  district,  as  land  was  available,  they  would  not 
like  to  leave  neighbourhood,  32518. — Breaking  up 
grass  lands  the  only  way  of  providing  for  them,  as 
county  was  not  agricultural,  32518. 

Soil  of  the  Parish  was  mostly  Wbt. 


The  soil  was  wet,  with  retentive  sub-soil,  water 
remained  on  surface,  only  nine  inches  of  soil,  six 
foot  drain  needed  to  do  any  good,  farmers  could  not 
work  the  land,  but  it  did  very  well  for  grass,  32518. — 
This  wet  land  lay  on  both  sides  of  road  from  Car- 
rick-on-Shannon to  Jamestown,  it  was  a town  park, 
and  belonged  to  Mrs.  Whyte,  32528-30. — Town  parks 
round  Carrick-on-Shannon  were  all  wet,  the  grass 
lands  were  due  east,  they  were  on  limestone,  and 
water  got  away,  32530. — Unsuitability  of  soil  ac- 
counts for  failure  of  tenants,  as  they  could  get  no 
employment,  32519. — Few  of  those  evicted  in  Famine 
time  remained,  they  emigrated  to  America,  32520. — 
Failure  of  potato  crop  would  be  enough  to  account 
for  tenants’  breakdown,  32521-2. — Certain  amount  of 
tillage  essential  to  success  of  small  farmer,  23523-4. — 
The  ranches  had  good  tillage  land,  32525.— Labourers 
could  not  get  employment,  because  it  was  all  grazing, 
and  farmers  had  not  more  than  they  could  till  for 
themselves,  32526. — Every  farmer  had  some  tillage, 
he  drained  part  of  his  land,  manured  it  and  petted 
it,  biggest  farmers  had  only  .a  small  amount,  it  was 
all  grazing,  32527,  32551.— No  difference  between 
town  park  and  ranch,  except  town  park  was  near  a 
town,  32531. — Ranches  very  suitable  for  allotting  to 
small  holders;  occupier  would  only  want  cottage  and 
offices  to  get  on,  32532.— All  the  other  lands  were 
saturated  with  water  and  unsuitable,  32533-4. — Ranch 
land  best  in  pariah,  all  of  it  would  not  be  needed  for 
small  holders,  32535,  32548. — It  was  near  the  small 
holdings,  a mile  or  two  away  at  most,  tenants  would 
leave  present  cabins,  and  new  bouses,  &c.  would  be 
provided,  three  or  four  of  the  old  holdings  should  t« 
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amalgamated,  32538.— They  were  nearly  all  suitable 
for  tillage,  32539. — Two  would  not  be  enough  to 
amalgamate,  three  or  four  would  enable  a man  to 
live  32541. — In  such  a farm  there  would  be  two 
acre’s  for  tillage,  and  three  or  four  for  grazing, 
32542. 


Congested  Small  Holders  were  really  Agricul- 
tural Labourers. 

The  fifty  congested  small  holders  were  really  only 
agricultural  labourers,  they  had  only  small  gardens  to 
grow  roots  and  potatoes,  and  feed  pigs,  they  were 
not  grazing  farmers,  32545. — -Ranch  land  was  partly 
level,  partly  high,  country  was  undulating,  there 
were  some  comfortable  farmers  on  it,  and  no  poor, 
congested  people,  such  as  the  small  holders  a couple 
of  miles  away,  32549-50.— Small  holders  grew 
potatoes,  turnips  and  mangels,  for  pigs,  they  had 
no  cattle,  with  manure  anyone  could  grow  roots,  they 
had  manure,  great  pig  fairs  in  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
32551-6.— Tenants  in  Gowan  were  in  one  union 
but  in  different  electoral  divisions,  Gowan  the  prin- 
cipal one,  32559-60.— Priest  lived  in  that  direction, 
he  could  ’give  the  electoral  divisions  they  lived  in, 
32561-2. 


Protest  against  Extension  oe  Railways  in  County 
Leitrim  owing  to  burden  oe  Taxation. 

Witness  wished  to  fight  against  _ railways,  they 
had  already  put  overwhelming  taxation  on  Leitrim, 
further  extension  without  prospect  of  return  would 
be  fatal,  32563.— It  might  pay  to  extend  them  in 
direction  of  coal  mines  and  quarries,  in  that  instance 
line  if-  opened  up  might  pay  and  give  employment, 
32564. 


VAUGH,  Mr.  WILTON. 

Size  that  a Self-supporting  Holding  should  be  in 
County  Leitrim. 

Witness  paid  £800  a year  in  rent  and  taxes,  £150 
of  that  was  taxes,  4s.  in  the  pound  on  most  of  the 
lands,  32567-8,  32582.— He  knew  County  Leitrim  well, 
and  never  knew  industrious  tenant  who  could  not  live 
and  pay  rent  no  matter  how  small  his  farm,  man 
with  five  acres  sometimes  better  off  than  one  with 
thirty,  32568,  32573.— Man  with  less  than  five  acres 
a labourer,  who  needed  outside  employment,  or  his 
holding  enlarged,  32569-70. — An  industrious  man  if 
he  could  not  get  enough  from  the  land  would  find 
employment,  3257J,  32575.— With  proper  manage- 
ment every  farm  should  yield  enough  profit,  32572. — 
Five  acres  enough  to  live  on,  32574. — That  was  the 
smallest  amount  possible,  32577. — Witness’s  chief 
faith  was  in  the  man  himself,  32579. — Rather  a good 
man  with  five  acres  than  a bad  man  with  thirty, 
325|80.— Every  man  ought  to  have  twenty  acres, 
32581.— If  a man  lost  calf  or  was  disabled  from  any 
cause  he  came  round  in  a short  time ; if  he  were  an 
industrious  man  he  could  always  get  a friend  to 
help  him,  32584. — There  was  little  congestion  near 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  but  it  was  to  be  found  in  every 
electoral  division  in  County  Leitrim,  more  or  less, 
industrious  men  should  be  migrated  on  to  good  hold- 
ings, proper  men  bound  to  succeed,  farms  vacated 
would  be  used  to  enlarge  adjoining  ones,  32584, 
32629-31. 


Price  of  Land  for  Migration  Purposes. 

Plenty  of  land  to  be  had  for  migration  if  a fair 
price  were  paid,  witness  held  farm  of  287  acres  on 
King-Harman  Estate,  when  Estates  Commissioners 
bought  estate  in  1905  he  offered  to  sell  at  price  that 
would  yield  his  net  income  when  invested  at  3£  per 
cent.,  32385,  32587,  32636. — Witness  not  tenant  pur- 
chaser, he  paid  rent  to  Land  Commission  who  had 
bought  estate,  32585a. — The  farm  was  in  County 
Roscommon  on  border  of  Leitrim,  Estates  Commis- 
sioners inspected  it  and  said  it  would  suit,  but  when 


VAUGH,  Mr.  WILTON — continued. 

witness  stated- his  price  of  £3,000  they  wrote  and  said, 
considering  the  short  time  he  had  been  in  possession, 
it  was  too  high,  and  asked  him  to  take  off  a third, 
32586-8.— Witness’s  net  income  was  £210,  he  had 
bought  estate  eight  years  before  paying  £1,500  for 
the  tenant’s  interest,  32588-91,  32596,  32615-6. — He 
did  not  answer  Estates  Commissioners’  letter,  he 
thought  it  was  no  use,  32588. — He  was  tenant  of 
Land  Commission  and  paid  them  rent  every  half 
vear,  32593-4.— Farm  well  situated,  good  water,  good 
land,  32595.— Abatement  demanded  was  unreasonable, 
price  paid  by  witness  for  estate  hal  nothing  to  do  with 
Estates  Commissioners,  if  Guinness’s  shares  were 
bought  at  £15  and  rose  to  £56,  owner  of  shares  would 
not  be  asked  to  sell  for  £15,  32898. — Witness  was 
prepared  to  show  figures  to  support  statement  re 
income,  32600. — If  he  were  allowed  to  cut  farm  into 
thirty-acre  lots  he  would  get  £5,000,  32601,  32605. — 
Value  of  land  had  gone  up,  though  not  so  much  as 
Guinness’s  shares,  32602-2a.— Guinness’s  merely  men- 
tioned as  an  instance  of  market  going  up,  32603. — 
Because  purchaser  wanted  to  know  previous  price 
paid,  there  was  no  reason  article  should  be  sold 
cheaper  than  seller  thought  proper,  32604. — Farm 
sold  in  one  case  for  £1,000,  that  was  bought  five 
year3  before  for  £700,  in  another  a farm  fetched 
£1,400,  that  was  bought  for  £1,000,  32608. — Witness 
had  bought  his  farm  cheaper,  32609. — Witness  had 
not  argued  out  matter  because  he  thought  Estates 
Commissioners  did  not  approach  him  in  the  right 
way,  short  tenure  of  farm  was  nothing  to  them  he 
bought  out  tenants’  interest,  32610-2,  32648. — Rent 
of  farm  was  £217  9s.  a year,  32616,  32619. — Valua- 
tion £317,  32754.— Lease  held  on  term  of  three  lives 
and  forty  years  after  the  last  life  expired,  term  not 
yet  expired,  32617-20,  32624.— Some  of  those  lives  still 
existing,  32623.— Reversion  was  to  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, they  had  no  power  to  resume  while  witness 
paid  rent,  32625-6.— If  estate  were  put  up  to  auction 
he  would  not  sell  at  £2,000,  32621. — Estates  Commis- 
sioners’ letter  not  prejudicial  to  sale,  32622. — -Unless 
Land  Commission  put  on  rack-rent,  or  raised  rents, 
series  of  years  of  lease  having  expired  would  not 
affect  value  of  witness’s  property,  they  had  no  power 
to  raise  rents  according  to  terms  of  lease  until  forty 
years  after  the  death  of  last  survivor,  32627-8. — 
Witness  thought  he  came  under  section  of  Act  that 
permitted  leases  to  be  broken,  32632. — Act  of  1887 
did  not  break  leases,  it  gave  power  to  go  into  court 
and  have  rent  reduced,  32633. — Witness  could  have 
done  so  if  he  thought  he  could  gain  by  it,  32634. — 
Value  of  land  £100  over  rent  paid,  32635. — Reason 
witness  made  profit  out  of  land  due  not  to  his  ex- 
perience and  knowledge,  but  mostly  to  land  itself, 
32637.— Farm  had  yielded  same  income  for  years 
before  he  had  it,  32638-9.— Ordinary  farmer  would 
make  more  out  of  it,  so  would  witness  if  he  could 
pay  attention  to  it  and  stock  it  himself,  he  could 
make  £200  a year  out  of  it,  32640-1.— Farm  in  hands 
of  National  Bank  when  witness  bought  it  at  auction, 
grazing  was  let  to  three  men,  in  whose  hands  witness 
left  it,  £110  a year  profit  got  from  it,  32642-3. — 
Sub-let  on  eleven  months’  system,  32644. — Rents  and 
tenants  never  disturbed,  32645. — If  farm  were  broken 
up  and  men  put  into  it  the  return  would  be  more, 
because  more  time  and  attention  could  be  given, 
32646. — Such  an  investment  as  this  farm  offered 
would  never  be  offered  again,  32647.— Only  basis  of 
price  State  could  go  on  was  net  receipts  for  last  five 
years,  32649-50. 

This  instance  showed  chief  object  in  demanding 
compulsory  powers  was  to  compel  landholders  to  sell 
landed  property  cheap,  32651. — No  necessity  for  com- 
pulsion at  all,  32753. 


Inquiries  by  Estates  Commissioners  concerning 
Evicted  Tenants. 

Estates  Commissioners  had  had  an  inspector 
making  inquiries  about  evicted  tenants  in  the 
county  for  past  six  months;  he  had  done 
nothing  but  raise  false  hopes  ; witness  had  told  him 
he  had  500  acres  for  sale,  but  had  heard  nothing 
further,  others  also  willing  to  sell.— Desirable  to 
prevent  sub-division  and  reckless  cutting  down  of 
trees,  32651. 
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Effect  on  Cattle  Trade  of  breaking  up  Grass 
Lands. 

Splitting  up  of  grass  lands  would  not  affect  County 
Leitrim,  as  there  was  very  little  there,  abolition  of 
large  graziers  disastrous  to  country  generally, 
32651. — Small  farmers  kept  calves  till  old  enough  to 
be  fattened,  graziers  bought  them  at  one  to  one  and  a 
half  years  old,  price  would  be  reduced  if  there  were 
no  graziers  to  buy,  £7  to  £8  10s.  got  for  good  year 
old,  £12  for  three  year  old,  32652^4,  32671-2. — 
Graziers  kept  beasts  till  ready  for  English  and  Scotch 
market,  32655. — Small  man  would  not  keep  beasts  till 
they  were  older,  even  with  enlarged  holding,  lie  gut 
double  profit  from  small  beasts,  32656,  32659. — Big 
grazier  did  not  breed,  32658. — He  would  not  be 
troubled  to  rear  cows  and  keep  servants  to  do  milk- 
ing, 32660-1. — He  had  to  pay  for  the  help,  small 
farmer  employed  his  own  family,  32662. — Good  range 
required  for  maturing  year  old  cattle,  32663. — Could 
not  be  provided  on  small  holdings,  32664. — One  reason 
why  small  farmer  did  not  keep  his  cattle  to  maturity, 
principal  reason  was  that  year-olds  paid  better, 
32665. — The  cattle  had  no  exercise,  32666. — Scotchmen 
got  all  the  profits,  while  the  cattle  were  prepared  in 
Ireland,  32667,  32676,  32684. — Great  trade  in  Scot- 
land for  one  and  a half  year  olds,  32668. — Large 
grazier  kept  year  olds  a year  or  a year  and  a half, 
and  sent  them  to  Englishmen  or  Scotchmen  to  finish, 
32669. — He  bought  direct  from  small  farmer,  rents  of 
small  farmers  in  Leitrim  always  well  paid,  32670. 


Possibility  of  Stall-Feeding,  etc.,  in  Ireland. 

Tillage  might  be  tried,  and  cattle  stall-fed  if 
country  were  in  more  solvent  condition,  if  small 
holder  were  more  solvent,  witness  would  prefer  him 
to  grow  green  crops  and  feed  cattle  better,  and  leave 
stall-feeding  to  Englishmen,  32674,  32726. — Witness 
bought  cattle  from  Mr.  Lane  Fox,  of  Yorkshire,  at 
£11  10s.  a head,  he  sold  them  for  £26,  he  gave  them 
cake  and  everything  he  could,  32676-7.— He  carried 
on  operations  on  a large  scale,  32699-701. — The  men 
who  made  the  huge  profits  were  the  very  large  far- 
mers, 32700. — Ireland  behind  the  times,  farmers  had 
not  the  means,  32678. — No  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  done  in  Ireland  with  means,  32680. — Agricultural 
education  not  what  it  should  be,  32679. — It  was  a 
matter  of  education  and  capital,  32683. — A good  thing 
if  Ireland  could  derive  the  principal  profits  from 
cattle  she  raised,  32685. — Could  only  be  done  by  feed- 
ing and  f attening  cattle  in  the  oountry,  32686.— Hard 
to  fatten  a calf  with  other  demands  on  man’s  time, 
32688.  It  must  be  kept  in  good  condition  and  hand- 
fed,  house  accommodation  wanted,  32688.— To  fatten 
and  kill  beasts  at  two  years  old,  they  must  be  fed 
continually  with  meal  and  cake,  &c.,  from  time  of 
calving,  32689.— Big  price  would  be  got,  32690.— A 
number  of  beasts  in  England  and  Scotland,  were 
fattened  in  that  way  and  fetched  5s.  a cwt.  more, 
32691.— No  reason  why  small  holder  should  not  do 
the  same,  if  he  could  do  without  money  till  Beast 
were  fattened,  32692.— Knowledge  and  capital  all 
that  was  lacking,  32693. — Bank  would  not  lend  money 
for  fattening,  only  for  drains  and  houses,  32694-5. — 
If  man  with  thirty-acre  holding  had  knowledge, 
and  could  borrow  money  from  Board  at  cheap  rate, 
he  could  keep  beast  and  fatten  it,  32696-8. — Big  men 
made  the  profits,  because  they  had  the  knowledge 
and  capital,  32703,  32706. — Small  man  could,  per- 
haps, do  the  work  himself  better,  usual  to  stall-feed 
number  of  cattle  in  one  house,  two  men  could  feed 
twenty  or  thirty,  same  number  required  for  ten, 
32704.— That  would  make  no  difference,  32705.— Some 
men  must  grow  the  young  cattle,  small  men  would  do 
it  so  long  as  it  was  profitable,  32710.— Somebody 
must  be  left  to  buy  them,  32711. 


Extent  of  Land  necessary  to  make  Stall-feeding 

POSSIBLE. 

Unless  they  got  fifty  acres  each  they  would  not 
fatten,  32712.— No  chance  with  thirty  acres  they 
could  feed  three  or  four  young  cattle  for  two  old 
ones,  32713-32715. — Better  to  keep  them  if  they  had 
capital,  32714. — Twenty  to  twenty-five  acres  required 
for  man  to  live  comfortably  on,  32716. — Fifty  acree 
good  land  necessary  to  make  stall-feeding  profitable 
3271 7-1  fl  . ’ 


Foreign  Competition  with  Irish  Cattle  Trade 

Cattle  dearer  than  a year  ago,  competition  with 
foreigner  did  it,  32721.— Foreigners  had  done  their 
best  and  their  worst,  cattle  would  not  get  cheaper 
32722-3.  ^ ’ 

Mixed  Farming  Advocated — Drainage  the  most 

URGENT  NECESSITY  IN  LEITRIM. 

Dairying  and  rearing  young  cattle  went  together 
best  thing  for  small  farmers  in  Ireland,  32725-8.— 
Tillage  essential  fto  production  of  butter,  32729- 
32,  32736. — Drainage  wanted  above  all  things,  first 
drain  land,  then  crop  it  and  feed  cattle,  then  sell 
young  cattle,  that  was  the  way  to  make  money  in 
Leitrim,  32732,  32734. — There  was  a limit  to  number 
of  cattle  to  be  kept  on  a property,  32733. — Milk  must 
be  had  for  young  cattle,  32735. — Dairying  better  car- 
ried on  by  small  holders  who  did  work  themselves 
32737. — Tendency  of  grass  ranches  to  diminish  tillage 
32738. — They  should  be  broken  up  to  increase  tillage* 
every  one  should  till  more,  not  half  enough  done’ 
32739. — Mixed  farming  best,  32740. — System  of  small 
holdings  better  than  large  ones,  32741. — Connaught 
should  go  in  largely  for  breeding  calves,  buyers  would 
come  from  elsewhere,  32742-4.— Better  not  to  have  to  go- 
outside  Connaught  for  grazing,  great  mistake  if  it 
got  all  over  Ireland,  32745. — Prospect  for  small  hold- 
ings was  principally  in  Connaught,  32746. — Drains- 
must  be  maintained  by  occupiers  if  made,  32746-9.— 
Board  should  appoint  man  to  go  around  and  direct- 
tenants  where  drains  should  be,  and  to  give  them  fid. 
a perch  for  making  them,  32749. — Nowhere  so  many 
rushes  as  in  Leitrim,  people  would  not  drain  land 
without  incentive,  32750. — Few  parts  of  the  county 
would  want  large  arterial  drainage,  32751. — There 
were  main  drains  to  carry  off  wa,ter,  32752. — SmaU'. 
farms  wanted  draining,  and  that  should  be  en- 
couraged, 32752. 

• "Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  Wilton  Vcmigh.  voffvi,. 
Statistics  as  to  Payments  of  Bents,  . . . 263- 
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Scheduled  and  Non-Schbduled  Areas  in  Leitrim- 
Drumshambo,  part  of  Kiltogher  parish,  partly 
scheduled ; twenty-three  townlands  containing  166- 
families  scheduled  ; thirty-three  non-scheduled  town- 
lands  with  187  families,  population  of  990  ; ninety- 
five  families  in  town  of  Drumshambo,  population 
553 ; thirty-three  non-scheduled  townlands  should  be 
scheduled ; town  of  Drumshambo  had  something  to- 
do  with  non-scheduling,  it  raised  rates ; scheduled 
area  should  be  extended ; majority  of  farms  un- 
economic according  to  Congested  Districts  Board’s 
definition ; all  uneconomic  if  Agricultural  Board's- 
test  were  applied  ; whole  of  County  Leitrim  might  be- 
scheduled,  32757-8 


Land  Purchase  in  Drumshambo. 

One  small  estate  in  Drumshambo  parish  sold  under 
Act  of  1903 ; price,  21£  years’  purchase  on  second! 
term  rents ; greater  portion  of  scheduled  area  pur- 
chased under  previous  Acts  ; price  under  18  years’' 
purchase ; at  the  last  sale,  prior  to  1903,  there  were  a 
number  of  first  term  rents,  but  they  were  reduced 
6s.  8 d.  in  the  pound  and  made  equivalent  to  second, 
term  rents,  32758-9. — Negotiations  were  being  carried- 
on  re  estate  partly  in  scheduled,  partly  in  non-sche- 
duled area  ; some  of  the  tenants  signed  for  purchase- 
at  23  years,  some  did  not,  others  refused  to  give  more 
than  22-1  years’  on  second  term  rents ; negotiations- 
likely  to  fall  through,  32759. 


Description  of  the  Land — Difficulties  of 
Drainage. 

_ Tenants  in  Drumshambo  all  poor  ; land  bad,  cold,- 
shallow,  and  retentive ; not  4£  inches  soil  on  majority 
of  farms,  32759. — bluish  clay  underneath ; impossible- 
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. drain  except  drains  were  brought  to  the  surface 
nr  left  open  ; draining  with  stones  was  useless  ; water 
could  not  get  through  clay,  32760-3. — Drain  closed 
with  clay  became  hard  as  slate;  lower  portions  of 
land  were  formerly  bog;  there  was  black  clay  m 
them ; there  were  small  patches  of  better  land  in 
parish  32762.— Open  drains  possible  with  tillage, 
X9764-6  —District  rocky  and  mountainous ; the  fur- 
ther up  the  hill  the  wetter  the  land,  32767. 

Fuel. 

No  turf  in  parish,  32768-9— Culm  from  Arigna 
mines  used  as  fuel,  mixed  with  yellow  or  blue  clay, 
burnt  in  lumps,  made  good  fire,  price  3d.  or  2d.  a 
cwt  32770.— People  fairly  well  off  for  fuel,  32771.— 
Worse  off  than  those  in  turf  district ; they  could  not 
get  a supply  of  culm  ; had  to  go  a long  way  for  it  m 
all  weathers  with  a donkey  cart  or  creels,  32772. 


Difficulty  of  Tenant  Purchasers  in  paying 
Instalments — Holdings  incapable  of  producing 
Instalments. 

Rents  heavy  ; people  industrious  ; difficult  for  those 
who  bought  at  17  or  18  years’  purchase  to  make  both 
ends  meet ; they  could  not  do  so  from  produce  of 
farms ; people  came  to  witness  for  assistance  to  pay 
instalments,  or  to  write  to  Commissioners  for  further 
time,  32772-3.— State  of  tenants  who  had  not  pur- 
chased only  a degree  removed  from  legalised  slavery, 
32773— In  one  case  a man  with  big  family  died  and 
his  son  came  for  a loan  of  27 s.  to  pay  half-yearly 
instalment;  the  son  was  only  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  old,  32775-80.— In  another  a hard-working  young 
man,  with  father  and  mother  to  look  after  came  to 
ask  witness  to  write  to  Commissioners,  or  help  him 
pay  instalment  of  £2  7s.  ; he  asked  for  27s.  ; had  prob- 
ably got  the  other  £1  from  someone  else  ; impossible  to 
meet  instalments  from  produce  of  farm,  32781-6, 
32789,  32789-91.— These  two  cases  were  those  of  pur- 
chasing annuitants  under  Acts  previous  to  1903, 
.32812.— Holdings  had  been  inspected,  32813.— These 
were  special  circumstances,  32815-6. — In  the  one  case 
a death  in  the  family,  in  the  other  case  money  could 
not  be  produced  from  land  ; application  for  assistance 
•occurred  only  once,  32846-7.— The  people  had  no  other 
source  of  income  but  farms,  unless  they  went  to 
America,  which  they  did  in  large  numbers,  32787-8.— 
Help  had  come  from  America  for  the  people  who  had 
asked  witness’s  help,  32848.— There  were  holdings 
purchased  in  Drumshambo  which  were  incapable  of 
producing  instalments,  32792-4. 


Fair  Method  of  calculating  Price  of  Land. 

Five  shillings  or  six  shillings-  more  or  less  in  the 
instalments  would  not  mean  difference  between  success 
or  failure,  but  people  thought  a good  deal  of  it, 
32795-8— Rent  had  to  be  got  from  sources  other  than 
land,  32799-800.— Question  of  sale  depended  on  number 
•of  years’  purchase ; three  or  four  years  would  make  a 
difference  to  the  people ; five  or  six  year’s  would  make 
a difference  in  negotiations,  though  they  would  not 
militate  much  against  future  prospects  of  people, 
32801-5. — Population  very  poor  ; great  struggle  at  best 
to  get  from  America  and  other  sources  money  to  meet 
annuity  from  year  to  year ; 5s.  or  6s.  made  a differ- 
ence, 32805A-9.— Better  to  purchase  even  if  they  had 
to  pay  5s.  or  6s.  more,  32810-11.— Every  reason  why 
small  occupier  should  make  an  equitable  bargain 
just  the  same  as  big  occupier,  32817-9,  32836-7. — 
Equity  of  bargain  the  important  thing  from  landlord’s 
point  of  view,  that  was,  to  sell  at  a price  that  would 
yield  net  income  if  invested  at  3£  per  cent.,  32820-1, 
32831-2. — Instalments  should  not  be  more  or  less 
than  would  yield  that,  simply  because  there  was  only 
a difference  of  5s.,  32822-4,  32833-5,  32838-9. 
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Effect  of  Ownership. 

Purchasers  took  more  interest  in  farms  and  kept 
them  better  than  tenants  who  were  not  purchasers, 
32845. 

Emigration  not  the  remedy  for  Congestion. 

Emigration  in  shiploads  not  the  remedy  for  con- 
gestion ; it  had  been  tried  without  success  since  1841 — 
in  that  year  Irish  population  was  8,175,124 ; in  1901, 
4,458,775  ; in  1906,  4,387,887,  being  a reduction  of  50 
per  cent,  in  sixty  years ; bullocks  should  be  emigrated 
and  people  migrated  on  to  the  land  they  occupied, 
that  was  the  only  lasting  remedy,  32848. 

Continuance  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
DESIRED,  WITH  FULLER  POWERS. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  be  continued ; it 
had  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  was  the  only 
one  of  the  many  boards  established  that  had  done 
good  to  agricultural  classes ; Connaught  should  be 
entirely  handed  over  to  it ; Board  should  have  free 
hand  wherever  congestion  prevailed  ; its  purchase  and 
improvement  facilities  should  be  increased  'k  it  should 
have  power  and  funds  to  purchase  wherever  it  could 
for  migration  purposes ; additional  land  must  be  got 
for  migration,  32848. 

Compulsory  Powers. 

There  was  a Land  Bill  passing  through  House  of 
Commons  that  would  confer  compulsory  powers  and 
enable  Board  to  get  land ; principle  of  Act  of  1903 
was  the  land  for  the  people ; people  had  not  yet  got 
the  land ; voluntary  sale  preferable,  but  compulsion 
might  have  to  be  resorted  to,  32848. 

Parish  Committee  Wore. 

Parish  Committees  did  work  of  immense  advantage 
to  small  farmers,  32848. 

Necessity  for  Drainage. 

Main  rivers  needed  draining  ; the  mountain  river 
tributaries  of  the  Shannon  that  ran  down  from  Slieve- 
an-ierin  overflowed  their  banks  periodically ; Board 
had  sent  inspectors  down,  but  nothing  had  been  done 
yet ; a few  years  ago  hay-cocks  near  the  river  were  all 
carried  away,  32848. — Drain  was  a main  drain,  not 
an  arterial  drain  ; it  was  a small  river,  four  or  five 
yards  wide,  made  by  man  in  natural  watercourse,  it 
ran  into  Lough  Allen  ; bed  of  the  river  needed  deepen- 
ing to  prevent  flooding,  32849-53. — It  flowed  down  a 
steep  mountain,  32854. — Obstruction  took  place  on 
way  to  smaller  lakes  through  which  river  passed, 
32855. — Worse  now  than  some  years  ago,  32856. — 
Drain  ran  between  two  properties ; sixty  years  ago 
landlords  looked  after  it,  now  it  was  clogged,  32857. — 
Nothing  done  to  it  now  and  it  did  not  fulfil  its  pur- 
pose, 32858-61. — Tenants  did  nothing  to  it ; always 
wanting  witness  to  apply  to  Board  for  help,  32862. — 
The  work  was  necessary,  32863. — If  Board  put  drain 
in  order  they  ought  to  have  power  to  make  tenants 
keep  it  in  order,  32864,  32871. — Easier  for  tenants  to 
drain  their  farms  if  river  were  deepened,  32865. — 
Farm  drainage  difficult,  but  something  could  be  done 
with  open  drains,  32866-9,  32875. — Difficult  for  Board 
to  conduct  many  operations  it  was  entitled  to  con- 
duct, 32872. — They  had  put  up  a very  useful  wooden 
bridge  over  same  river,  through  Parish  Committee, 
32870. — River  drainage  absolutely  necessary  in  non- 
scheduled  part  of  parish  ; small  drain  4£  to  5 feet 
wide  destroying  crops  every  year,  32874. — Impossible 
to_  drain  land  unless  drain  were  exposed,  32876. — 
Difficulty  of  drainage  explained  last  witness’s  (Mr. 
Vaugh)  statement,  32876-7. 


'Compulsion  not  advocated  unless  absolutely 
NECESSARY. 

Compulsion  not  advocated  if  it  could  be  helped, 
but  if  it  were  necessary  it  should  be  applied  all  round 
to  both  landlord  and  tenant,  32825-8. — Tenant  should 
not  have  right  of  determining  annuity,  32829-30. — 
Compulsion  might  have  to  be  exercised  in  extreme 
cases,  32840-1.— People  so  used  to  coercion  they  would 
not  object,  32848. — If  there  were  loss  entailed  it 
•should  not  fall  on  any  particular  class  but  on  the 
■State,  32843. 


Brick  and  Tile  Factory  at  Northern  end  of  Lough 
Allen. 

Brick  and  tile  factory  eighteen  years  ago  at  northern 
end  of  Lough  Allen,  ten  miles  away,  flourished  for 
some  time ; market  ceased,  32878. 

Spraying. 

Farmers  should  be  aided  in  spraying ; good  thing  if 
Board  could  aid  in  supplying  spraying  machines. 
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Tree-planting. 

Planting  of  trees  also  necessary ; Board  might 
assist ; country  bare  and  bleak  looking,  32879. — Trees 
wanted  for  shelter  and  to  improve  land,  32880. 

Benefit  of  additional  Tillage. 

Benefit  to  farmers  of  growing  more  food-stuffs,  both 
for  themselves  and  cattle ; prizes  might  be  offered  as 
an  inducement,  32880-1. 

Cohn  Mills. 

More  corn  mills  wanted ; none  in  Drumshambo ; 
one  in  Carrigallen,  32881. 

Agricultural  Education. 

Agricultural  education  of  people  needed  attention, 
32882. — County  Committee  sent  out  instructors  who 
did  a great  deal  of  good;  people  profited  more  by 
agricultural  education  than  technical ; important 
to  educate  people  who  were  to  be  migrated  to  ad- 
vanced state  of  agriculture,  32883-9. 


FOX,  Me.  BERNARD. 

Abolition  of  Dual  Ownership. 

Abolition  of  dual  ownership  desired,  land  could  not 
under  present  agricultural  conditions  support  both 
landlord  and  tenant,  any  Commission  should  try  to 
Toor,  °Ufc  land  on  most  advantageous  terms  for  tenants, 
32891-2. — Tenant  did  not  work  farm  properly,  as 
proprietor  he  would  have  more  inducement,  32893-4. 

Price  of  Land  Inflated  by  Excessive  Sums  Paid 
for  Tenant-Right. 

. disposed  to  pay  too  much  for  land,  price 

inflated  by  retired  civil  servants,  police  pensioners 
and  people  returning  from  America  with  capital 
anxious  to  get  back  their  old  holdings,  and  not  uay- 
£LPnCe  °n  i?1Tercial  basis>  they  P“d  more  Gian 
tarm  was  worth  for  reasons  of  sentiment,  32894-902, 
£771 displaced  who  had  not  been  able 
to  make  profit  out  of  land,  32900,  32902.—  Opinion 
based  on  experience,  32899.— Witness  noticed  the  ex- 
cessive prices  five  years  ago,  but  they  had  been  given 
Ust  ,^°  32903-5. — Man  buying  had 

®maUer  family  and  a pension  or  capital 
brought  from  America,  32906-8— Une-thi-rd  of  the 
farms  purchased  at  auctions  in  the  district  were 

Amerioans  ™th  capi- 
tal, 32909-10— They  wanted  a residence,  they  did 
otr,Vm0ney  Profi*ab11J  into  land,  32910x41  — 
One  holding  was  bought  by  five  successive  Americans 
twnWaSp0;lmd  J®  a UteA  failure  after  ,a  few  years’ 
329H.— Pnoe  went  up  and  down,  32912  —Each  wit 
It3^  tenant-right  of  the  other,  32913-4- 

all  329^7  andlord  did  not  con;e  in  at 

i6’7j~LLind  sb°nid  go  to  highest  bidder  but 

nn^noS  Ti  kndl0l'd  ™ 

9UC^en^CWlmiSS1<>Il<irS  10  raise  rents,  32922  33925 
me€t  jt  sold  tenant-right 

32928,-Prioe  °h™u  ri0!,  principles, 

etc.,  could  pay  what  Z,  7 -d  Americans, 

Landlord  f°f  -lfc’  3293d-7.- 

right  to  demand  increased  ml  hflgh,  Pnc®  of  tenant- 
Americans,  eto  did  w £.1  -°I iumself’  32938-9— 
purchaser,  except  as  'nto.  c°mpetition  with 

lord  should  ask  for  E WS”  °*  Price>  land- 
1903  hjdta* ‘pSLdV' f*  «f 

&S.  -**  g K 

rp0ISTS  ™T  ^vssr- w 

tm\u  SP1TOl03S142f0V“^  l8SS 

ivould  lose  on  increase  of  foreivr,  Purchaser 

«W„H  be  considered,  320434  ' tb*t 
’ ^ — Landlord  did 
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not  consider  it,  32945-7.— He  would  not  go  into  n» 
ticulans  of  (rental  or  figures  to  disclose  net  prjz* 
32948.— Reduction  necessary  for  increase  of  L-ehm 
competition,  the  amount  had  been  estimate? 
second-term  rent  was  on  an  average  2a 
the  pound  reduction  of  first  term  rent  that 
calculated  on  15  years  would  give  it  3295ft  9 
Third  and  fourth  term  rents  should  ’ be  faTi, 
in  that  way,  as  causes  operating  for  decay  of 
Irish  agriculture  would  operate  more  strongly  still 
32953.— It  was  a question  of  exhaustion  of  soil 
of  price  of  produce,  32956,  32958-9a.— Value  of ’pro- 
duction affected  the  whole  question,  32960.— Original 
reductions  were  reduction  from  rack  rents,  not  from 
economic  rents,  32962-3.— In  estimating  value  of  land 
■allowance  should  firs*  be  made  for  tenant  and  family 
to  get  decent  living,  surplus  profits  might  then  he 
divided  between  landlord  and  tenant,  32964-8  32971 
33005.— Number  years  it  would  take  to  wipe  out  rent 
altogether  depended  on  introduction  of  Canadian 
cattle  and  many  other  things,  32969.— Number  and 
strength  of  man’s  family  a factor  in  rent,  no  tri- 
bunal would  ever  consider  it,  32970,  32972-3. 

Fair  Rents — Question  of  Reduction  and  of 
Periodic  Revision. 

Under  Act  of  1881  fair  rents  were  fixed,  32974  — 
Revisable  every  fifteen  years,  32975—  First-term  rent 
fixed  for  coming  fifteen  years,  32976.— Second  term 
rent  for  next  15  years  ; when  Act  of  1881  was  passed 
there  was  no  idea  of  revision,  32977-9.— In  firing 
second  term  rents  first  term  ones  had  been  consider- 
ably reduced,  32980. — (Same  reasons  for  reduction 
would  operate  in  greater  degree  in  fixing  third-  and 
fourth  term  rents,  nothing  to  show  that  process  might 
be  reversed,  32981-6,  32994,  32999.— Under  Act  of 
1881  (rents  were  to  he  fixed  for  one  period  of  15  yearn, 
under  Act  of  1896  they  were  subject  to  revision  every 
15  years,  32987-9. — Allowances  to  be  made  in  respect 
of  improvements  widened  by  Act  of  1896,  32990— 
That  was  one  cause  of  fall  in  second  term  rents, 
32991-2— That  had  not  brought  the  matter  to  its 
final  stage,  32993. — Prices  of  agricultural  produce 
might  have  risen  since  1881,  32995— Causes  of  reduc- 
tion of  rents  were  that  tenants  were  unable  to  pay 
rack  rents,  country  was  going  on  in  same  way  as 
when  fair  rents  were  fixed,  now  they  were  40  per 
cent,  lower  than  in  1881,  nothing  to  indicate  change 
m situation  in  next  fifteen  years,  32999-8,  33000-1— 
jinSo10?,  exactly  the  same  as  before  reductions, 
ooUUZ.  Original  rent  was  a rack  rent,  33004. 

In  Fixing  Annuities  Arrangement  (Should  First 

kb  made  for  a Tenant  and  his  Family  to  get  a 

Comfortable  Living  off  the  Land. 

Tenant-purchaser  should  first  get  a decent  living 
irom  the  land,  and  annuity  should  come  after  that, 
security  of  State  depended  on  what  was  paid  to  the 
“f,  ,1  33008-9.— Decent  living  meant  ordinary 
meals,  bread,  and  clothing  for  hard-working  fanner 
and  family,  with  education,  33011-3— That  was 
roughly  possible,  33014. — Farmer’s  budget  depended 
lamgely  on  prices  of  agricultural  produce,  33015-6— 
PJSiiSS®  °Perated  on  what  he  paid 
nv4  bolding,  33017. — Fall  of  prices  went  to  a certain 
extent  against  further  reduction  of  rent,  33018— 
TVicLi  °P.uuon1  an  important  factor  in  fixing  rent, 
_ ® ; J'and  Pr<>blem  could  not  be  treated  from  eco- 
+t,  _ c P,oln^_  view,  because  it  never  had  been  in 
e past,  33019-22.— HoWings  that  were  incapable 

— ,and  his  family  should  have  no- 
taxes  ^awo  ^ to  charged  for 

1 •’  'TO^79-— 'Witness  strongly  opposed  State  pnr- 

i g +SUd\  boIdin«.  33026— LaCrer  with  one 
acre  allotment  made  his  living  in  other  ways,  33027- 
‘ three  acres  was  .a  labourer,  if  holding 

c be  bad  to  go  elsewhere  for  employment, 

_v_i  be  dLarged  a fair  rent,  the  holdings  that 
+_  dT,biav®.“°  rout  were  those  a man  was  supposed' 
33039  k a Vlng  °n’  33030-6—' Witness  not  a farmer, 

Labourers  not  Needed  in  County  Districts. 
Ar.^0Ure?  xAct  OOJttoe*wd  on  wrong  basis,  good  in- 
S °f  110  for  labourers  in  country, 

,'uliable  to  Paj,  and  labourers  could  not  live- 
on  wfiat  farmers  did  offer  33040,  33052,  33061  — 
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Breaking  up  of  Geass  Lands. 

■Breaking-up  of  grass  lands  into  moderate-sized  farms 
would  be  partial  solution  of  problem,  33041,  33062. — 

3 000  acres  of  land  and  more,  available  between  Car- 
nck-on-Shannon  and  Roscommon,  33044-7,  33063. — 
Cutting-up  of  those  3,000  acres  into  20-acre  holdings 
•would  settle  a great  many  men  anxious  to  become 
fanners  33048-50. — Better  to  settle  some  than  none 
it  all,  ’33051,  33055,  33059. — Remainder  would  try 
and  struggle  on,  and  would  emigrate,  33055-9.— One- 
fourth  of  the  3,000  acres  should  be  tilled,  witness  be- 
lieved it  to  be  some  of  the  best  land  in  Ireland, 
.33064-7. — Labourers  would  not  find  employment  on 
tillage  developed ; peasant  proprietors  could  not 
afford  to  pay  2s.  6 d.  a day  all  the  year, 
which  was  minimum  labourer  could  live  on, 
33069.— Plenty  of  room  in  Ireland  to  establish 
peasant  proprietors,  some  of  the  people  might 
become  shopkeepers  or  go  into  trade,  33071-4. 
—Population  in  Roscommon  could  be  dealt  with  with- 
out emigration,  33075-6. — The  3-acre  tenants  would 
be  transferred  to  the  20-acre  fanns,  33080,  33083-6. — 
An  inspector  should  first  report-  on  the  man's  enter- 
prise, 33085. — Tenant  would  sell  his  three  acres,  and 
they  would  go  into  surrounding  divisions,  33081-2. — 
Small  holders  in  congested  areas  the  class  that  should 
be  first  relieved,  grass  lands  would  be  better  deve- 
loped by  being  split  up  than  at  present,  which  was 
another  reason  for  giving  them  to  tenants,  33086-8. 

Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway. 

Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway  passed  through 
a portion  of  the  area,  and  ratepayers  in  district 
where  it  passed  paid  Is.  in  the  £ ; governed  by  Board 
of  Directors  consisting  of  eight  members,  representa- 
tives of  shareholders,  shareholders  got  five  per  cent., 
and  had  no  interest  in  economical  working,  members 
■of  County  Council  of  Leitrim  also  on  the  Board, 
greater  number  not  interested  in  paying  of  line, 
£70,000  already  paid  out  of  rates  since  building  of 
line  in  1883,  railway  being  in  congested  district, 
•shareholders  should  bear  part  of  burden,  £3,000  con- 
tributed by  County  Leitrim  besides  a Treasury  grant, 
ratepayers  had  no  control  of  line,  33088-92. — Had 
depressing  effect  on  farmers,  33093. — L;ne  use- 
ful, could  be  more  developed  under  responsible 
management,  directors  proposed  extension  to  mineral 
works  at  Arigna,  sine  qua  non,  that  it  should  be  put 
under  popular  and  responsible  control,  33094. — Lack 
of  oontrol  a greater  grievance  than  paying  the  money, 
33095. — Right  control  mode  for  better  management 
when  there  would  be  less  to  pay,  Board  should  sub- 
sidise line,  33096.— Government  gave  no  assistance 
towards  construction.  33097. — Capital  not  all  paid  up 
yet,  33098. — There  was  a baronial  auditor. — He  could 
not  say  whether  line  were  economically  worked, 
33099. — Majority  of  ratepayers  of  county  did  not 
pay  rate  for  the  -railway,  33100-1. — County  Council 
appointed  four  representatives,  but  majority  of  County 
Council  represented  portions  of  oou-nty  not  included 
in  railway  area,  33101. — Their  representatives  on 
Board  came  from  ratepaying  areas,  but  .were  in  a 
minority,  33102-4. — It  was  a case  of  a limited  com- 
pany in  which  holders  of  debenture  stock  ran  the  en- 
tire concern,  33105. — Representatives  of  ratepayers 
■should  be  from  railway  area.,  and  in  conjunction  with 
representatives  of  Treasury,  who  gave  large  grant, 
should  control  lino,  33106. — Original  shareholders 
were  sure  of  their  ive  per  cent,  and  did  not  need 
representation,  33107.— Line  -absolutely  independent, 
had  its  own  rolling  stock,  and  was  a narrow-gauge 
line,  33108-10. — 'Money  could  be  saved  on  Dublin 
offices,  business  could  be  done  as  well  in  Balliua-more, 
33111. 

Bbidge  Needed  Across  the  Shannon  between 
Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Cootehall. 

Bridge  across  Shannon  needed  between  Carrick-on- 
^hannon  and  Cootehall,  33111. — Representations 
had  been  made  to  County  Council,  who  d>d  not  see 
their  w.ay  to  pay  the  price  of  £800  or  £900,  331124. 
—Cootehall  ten  miles  away,  many  people  coming  to 
Carrick-on-Shannon  had  to  go  round  by  Cootehall, 
bridge  -a  mile-  from  'Carrick-on-Shannon  would  be  a 
great  convenience,  people  in  latter  place  would  give 

subscription  towards  it,  -as  it  led  to  a bog,  and 
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there  was  no  bog  in  Carrick-on-Shannon. — Id.  some- 
times paid  for  six  sods  of  turf,  33115. — The  bridge 
would  be  between  Roscommon  and  Leitrim,  Leitrim 
County  Council  had  not  considered  -it,  as  they  were 
not  sufficiently  interested,  33116-7. — Inhabitants  of 
congested  districts  would  be  benefited;  they  would  get 
market  for  their  turf,  33118. — Boyle  might  object  to 
construction  of  bridge,  33119. 

Road  Needed  in  Ballineen. 

Road  needed  in  Ballineen  district,  people  had  to 
cross  stream,  and  go  by  precipitous  route  to  Drum- 
shambo,  Board  gave  sanction  for  grant  if  oounty 
would  contribute,  County  Surveyor  informed  them 
that  limit  of  expenditure  under  Local  Government 
Act  had  been  reached,  so  nothing  was  done,  33119. 


FLYNN,  Me.  PATRICK. 

Agricultural  Schemes  in  Congested  Districts. 
Greater  part  of  district  congested,  33123. — Valu- 
ation, £138,000  ; population,  69,400,  or  £2  a head, 
33123.— Before  Congested  Districts  Board  amalga- 
mated with  Department  of  Agriculture  they  spent 
£11,000  a year  on  live  stock  in  Connaught ; now  they 
only  contributed  £2,000  a year  to  the  Department’s 
grant,  33123-8,  33135.— Congested  _areas  suffering 
through  not  getting  bulls,  33125,  33132. — Department 
said  they  had  insufficient  funds  to  meet  the  deficit, 
33129.— £400  allocated  for  Department’s  scheme  of 
agriculture  in  Leitrim  during  current  year,  33131-2. — 
Supply  of  live  animals  practically  neglected  for  first 
year  after  transfer,  33133. — Board  spent  more  than 
£11,000  a year  on  agricultural  work  of  all  sorts  in 
Connaught,  33134.— Big  expenditure  of  £14,700  for 
current  year  not  made  by  Department  in  the  past, 
33136-8. 

Scheduling  the  whole  County  of  Leitrim  proposed. 

Only  thirty-eight  divisions  in  Leitrim  scheduled  out 
of  seventy-eight  although  valuation  was  £2  per  head, 
33138.— People  as  poor  and  neglected  in  non-sche- 
duled  as  in  scheduled  districts,  33139. — Whole  county 
should  be  scheduled,  33123,  33140-1. — Several  places 
Board  had  power  to  schedule  if  they  chose ; they 
should  not  stand  on  ceremony  if  valuation  were  for  a 
general  election,  33143-5. — £26,000  the  valuation  of 
rural  districts  in  Leitrim,  33146. 

Local  Authority  could  not  provide  Roads  and 
Bridges. 

At  last  quarterly  meeting  witness’s  district  had 
applications  for  work  amounting  to  £1,000,  in  con- 
nection with  new  roads  and  bridges,  three-fourths 
being  from  congested  districts  ; all  refused  as  there 
was  no  money  to  do  it,  33146-7. — Rate  fixed  already 
high,  33148-9. — Demands  of  people  always  post- 
poned ; there  was  an  application  last  year,  33150-1. 
— Taxation  on  land  in  district  referred  to  was  3s.  lOd. 
in  the  pound  for  poor  rate,  county  cess,  and  annual 
cost  of  upkeep,  not  including  sanitary  rate,  33151-4. 
— Great  portion  of  congested  district  paid  railway 
rate,  33155. — Grant  from  Board  promised  if  district 
found  certain  amount ; Board  should  not  wait  for 
rate,  33155-6. — Serious  to  raise  rates ; they  were 
nearly  up  to  the  limit,  and  the  people  could  not  at 
present  bear  any  increase,  33156-8. 

Land  available  in  Garrick  district  for  relief  of 
Congestion. 

Uneconomic  holdings  in  other  districts  besides  sche- 
duled ones  ; 1,300  or  1,400  acres  of  land  in  Carrick 
district  available  at  reasonable  price  for  relief  of 
congestion  and  for  migration,  33158,  33177-8  ; witness 
a farmer,  33121,  33159. — He  had  45  Irish  acres  in 
County  Leitrim,  200  in  Roscommon,  33160,  33166. — 
He  grazed  his  own  cattle,  33161. — He  was  a tenant 
farmer  paying  too  high  a rent,  33162-3. — He  would 
part  with  land  for  the  good  of  the  country,  33164. — 
Roscommon  farm  occupied  by  witness’s.  father  and 
mother,  33165. — It  was  grazing,  with  eight  or  nine 
acres  of  tillage ; two  families  of  herds  on  it,  33167-9. 
— The  father  and  mother  were  judicial  tenants,  33170. 
— No  objection  to  any  part  of  their  farm  being  taken 
2 s 
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provided  they  were  compensated,  33171. — There  were 
some  men  who  would  not  give  up  their  farms  what- 
ever the  price  paid,  33172,  33179. 


Compulsory  Purchase. 

Compulsion  would  be  the  only  thing  in  that  case, 
33173.— Those  were  mostly  landlords,  33174-0.— -AJU 
of  the  1,400  acres  not  occupied  by  owners ; they  let  it 
on  11  months’  system,  33177-8. 


Employment  of  Labour. 

If  a man  had  100  or  200  acres  and  laid  out  money 
on  it  and  worked  it  for  benefit  of  district  someone  got 
the  benefit,  33180.— In  some  cases  land  was  only  suit- 
able for  grazing.  33181.— Witness  employed  labour  all 
the  year;  a greater  number  of  men  in  spring  and 
harvest ; they  were  men  with  very  small  holdings, 
some  of  his  labourers  lived  on  the  land  and  were  in 
constant  employment,  33182-7. — Some  farmers  in  Ros- 
common, with '2,000  acres,  often  employed  only  one 
or  two  herds,  33188-92. 

Cattle-rearing. 

Cattle  bought  in  fairs  at  one  to  three  years  old, 
33176-7. — Some  fattened  on  land  and  some  fattened 
in  winter  ready  for  the  butcher,  33193-4. — Others 
shipped  to  England  and  Scotland,  33194. — Cattle 
housed  in  winter  and  finished  on  turnips,  cake  and 
meal,  33196-7. — Never  kept  by  witness  after  three 
years,  33198. — Fattening  paid  best,  33199,  33208. — 
Impossible  for  witness  to  fatten  all  his  cattle,  33201. 
— It  entailed  closer  attention  and  more  labour,  33202- 
3. — Labour  necessary  for  two  would  feed  only  ten, 
33204. — Paid  better  to  get  stores  ready  for  shipping 
than  to  fatten  for  the  butcher,  as  there  was  good 
market  for  stores  and  not  for  fat  cattle,  33205-12, 
33214,  33217-22. — Fattened  cattle  only  sold  in  local 
market,  33213-6. — Cattle  suffered  iD  going  over  to 
England,  fat  ones  suffer  more  than  store  cattle, 
33223-4. — -Witness  had  nineteen  or  twenty  horses  and 
100  cattle  on  200-acre  holding,  33226. — Small  number 
kept  to  fatten  for  local  market,  33227. — Land  kept  in 
heart  by  putting  cake  on  it,  33228  -/l— Witness  found 
it  best  at  present  not  to  have  more  tillage,  as  labour 
was  scarce  and  dear,  33231. — Majority  did  not  treat 
their  land  as  witness  did ; they  took  in  grazing  and 
put  in  as  many  cattle  of  other  people’s  as  they  could, 
33232-3. — Nothing  put  into  land  of  farm  worked  on 
11  months’  system  ; kept  under  cattle  the  land  did  not 
deteriorate,  but  might  be  made  more  productive, 
33234-7. 


Landlord  refusing  to  sell  rather  than  allow 
examination  of  iits  Books — Rowley  Estate. 
Application  made  to  Mr.  Rowley  by  witness,  on 
„ , ?f  tenants,  to  purchase  estate ; present  income 

offered  if  landlords  would  allow  a public  accountant  or 
any  other  independent  authority  to  say  what  his  net 
was ; result  was  landlord  refused  to  sell, 
33237-41,  33250,  33271-3,  33301. — He  objected  to  tenants’ 
representative  seeing  his  books  and  knowing  his  busi- 
ness, 33242-3,  33251. — Offer  made  through  Estates 
Commissioners,  33240-Price  settled  bv  them  would 
have  been  paid  by  tenants,  33246-9,  33302.— It  was  not 
suggested  that  Estates  Commissioners  should  be  the 
independent  authority,  33244-5,  33251.— Suggestion 
was  merely  that  independent  expert  authority  ap- 

K'.  income 

was,  33252-5.— No  person  named,  33256.— Any  re- 
*C0?UIll“t  wmk  have  satisfied 
33257-9 —Tenants  generally  were  all  second 
term  judicial  tenants,  33260-2,  33298.— Price  might  be 
» T ai,itUie  than  10  Per  cent., 
fn,f \„;3268'7a— ,L,andlorrt  had  to  pay  income  tax 
and  sometimes  could  not  get  rent,  33269-70.— Ex- 

ne  mo  Xml £ S'  tl,°  books'  33267— Net 

• wa?.t"he  the  net  income  of  the  par- 
ticular j ear  in  which  the  offer  was  made  33273 

In  1905  tenants  thought  rent  too  stiff  and  wanted’ to 
huv  ; they  M l years’  purchase  ; landlord"  a„t‘S 
2?;.  , ■ aad  par,‘s1'  P™8*  to  arrange  for 

n-I,S  332746““  I?’  dT“”d  te™  ni,U  ’ UuSlord 

A finaf  offS  If  23T£i  dpTuaSe 

ih»  reply  ™ th.tW.S 


landlord’s  figures,  33279-80,  33297. — He  agreed  to  droi> 
half  a year,  33297,  33303. — 20  years’  purchase  offered 
for  first  term  rents,  23  for  second  term  rents,  33399. 
300. — No  stipulation  made  that  income  must  be  cal- 
culated on  five  years  basis,  33281,  33286-7.— Witness 
thought  he  would  sell  a declining  business  on  present 
year’s  income  rather  than  wait  longer  ; that  was  the 
landlord’s  position,  33282-4. — Basis  was  so  many 
years’  purchase  of  second  term  rents,  or  so  many  of 
first  term  rents ; impossible  to  say  average  of  five 
years  would  mean  any  more  or  less,  33288.— Tenants, 
would  not  have  objected  if  he  had  made  stipulation 
33289-91. — Times  of  settling  first  term  rents  varied’ 
33292. — Reasonable  for  tenants  to  insist  on  average 
of  second  term  rents,  33293. — First  offer  was  to  give 
owner  a certain  • number  of  years’  purchase,  33294.— 
Second  offer  to  give  net  income  as  found  out  by  a 
chartered  accountant ; third  offer  was  to  purchase 
through  Estates  Commissioners,  33294. — Witness  him- 
self met  owner  in  Courthouse  and  made  offers,  33295- 
7. — Offer  to  sell  through  Estates  Commissioners  was- 
refused  altogether. ; tenants  even  now  prepared  to  buy 
through  them,  33303. — Witness  thought  tenants  offered 
too  much,  33304. — Property  large,  with  hundreds  of 
tenants  and  no  untenanted  land,  33305-8. 

Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway. 

Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway,  33321. — Great’ 
portion  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  district  paid  Is.  in  the- 
£ for  upkeep  of  railway ; 2s.  in  £ paid  a few  years 
ago,  33312. — Railway  improving  ; would  never  pay  its 
way ; witness  a director  representing  County  Council 
33313-4. — He  represented  on  County  Council  the 
barony  charged  with  taxation,  33315.— Amount  of 
guarantee  increased  from  lOd.  to  Is.,  but  there  had 
been  a decrease,  33316.— Decrease  fluctuated  for  some 
years,  33317.— It  was  in  proportion  to  earnings  of- 
railway  ; some  years  there  was  a large  expenditure  on 
rolling  stock,  etc.,  for  which  rate  paid  ; witness  power- 
less as  director  to  do  anything  for  ratepayers  as  long’ 
as  shareholders’  representatives  were  in  the  majority ; 
the  latter  had  no  interest  in  working  of  railway,  as 
they  always  got  their  money  from  the  guarantee ; he 
did  his  best,  33318-9. — They  had  offered  to  give  evi- 
dence before  Railway  Commission ; time  not  yet  fixed, 
33320. — Remedy  for  grievance  if  County  Council  were 
in  majority  on  Board  of  Directors,  33321.— Deficit 
formed  mass  of  rate,  33322. — 5 per  cent,  paid  on 
capital  although  railway  rarely  even  paid  its  own 
expenses,  33323. — Line  could  not  be  made  to  pay,  blit 
grievances  could  be  relieved  and  expenses  reduced  if 
Council  had  a voice  on  the  Board  of  Directors, 
33324-6.— Guarantee  ran  for  ever,  33327-8.— Money 
could  be  got  at  4 per  cent,  as  on  other  railways  instead 
of  5 per  cent.,  33328-9. — No  power  on  part  of  anyone 
connected  with  railway  to  redeem  ; annuities  not 
terminable ; debenture  holders  would  want  market 
value,  33330-3. 


vUUMY  IjEITRIM  neglected. 

County  of  Leitrim  much  neglected  by  Congested 
Districts  Board ; mountain  portion  of  rural  district 
needed  particular  attention,  33333.— People  within 
mile  and  a half  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  had  to  travel 
— 5®  • [n"1  miles  to  get  to  market  for  want  of  a bridge, 
33333.— barge  territory  of  bog  on  other  side  of  the 
river  which  would  be  available  for  Carrick-on-Sham 
7777,  where  there  was  no  bog,  if  bridge  were  built, 
33334-6.—  Leitrim  had  no  representative;  Father 
xwmc/i  rePJesen*'e<^  Mayo  and  was  very  efficient, 
n iT  1 wa3  P11*1  on  Board  as  representative  of 
onnaught  because  he  had  interest  in  work,  not 
because  he  came  from  Mayo,  33352-3,  33355— Repre- 
sentatives might  be  nominated  by  an  elective  body 
such  as  the  County  Council,  33356-7.— And  selected 
by  Government  from  their  nominees,  33358.— Each 
county  would  have  representative  and  they  would 
Know  the  county’s  needs  better.  33358-9.— Number  of 
congested  counties  not  large,  33360. 

Public  Opinion  should  not  affect  Fixing  of  Rents. 

+wUbLic  allould  not  affect  fixing  of  rents ; 

they  should  be  fixed  by  market  value  of  produce  in 
to  cost,  ^ labour,  33336-7.— Before  rent  fixed 
and  bai’iff.  33339.— After  that  Land  Act 
gulated  at  and  public  opinion  ; Commissioners  did 
not  nx  lair  rent  in  witness’s  opinion,  33338,  33340-1. 
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FLYNN,  Ma.  PATRICK — continued. 

^County  Representatives  desired  on  Congested 
Districts  Board. 

Each  congested  district  county  should  have  repre- 
sentative on  Congested  Districts  Board  in  order  to 
cet  more  attention,  33343-5. — There  were  representa- 
tives of  Connaught  on  present  Board,  33346. — They 
were  believed  at  the  time  to  be  the  best  representatives, 
hut  were  found  to  give  more  attention  to  other  coun- 
ties, such  as  Mayo,  33347. — Mayo  got  more  attention 
than  Leitrim,  33348. 


BARLEY,  CAPT. 

Rowley  Estate — Purchase  Negotiations  with 
Tenant. 

Witness  had  been  agent  of  Rowley  .property  for 
last  twenty-five  years,  33361.- -He  remembered  occur- 
rence alluded  to  by  last  witness,  33362. — Tenants  had 
wanted  to  investigate  books  themselves,  no  question 
of  accountant,  33363-5,  33382,  33406. — Witness  was  pre- 
sent during  negotiations,  33366-7.— Landlord  satisfied 
to  get  net  income  calculated  on  investment  of  pur- 
chase money,  at  3|  per  cent.,  the  terms  of  the  Land 
Conference,  .33369,  33402. — Rental  and  cash  account 
Would  show  receipts,  disbursements,  and  remittances, 
33370. — No  difficulty  in  finding  out  net  income  from 
hooks,  33371. — Accurate  account  kept,  33372. — No  ob- 
jection to  show  books  to  Estates  Commissioner^  33373. 
—It  was  not  done  because  it  was  not  called  for, 
33374. — Net  income  proposal  came  from  Mr.  Rowley, 
33375. — The  meeting  was  called  in  reply,  33376.— 
No  correspondence  passed  as  to  production  of  books 
cr  employment  of  chartered  accountant,  33378-9. — All 
done  by  word  of  mouth,  33380. — Owner  made  no  pro- 
position as  to  providing  what  net  income  was,  33381. — 
If  principle  had  been  accepted  figures  would  have  been 
produced,  33384. — Rental  and  account  books  together 
would  show  net  income,  33385-6. — Different  thing  to 
have  accounts  investigated  by  one  person  and  by 
every  tenant  in  country  round ; landlord  would  pro- 
bably not  object  to  a chartered  accountant  seeing  his 
books,  33387. — Nor  to  an  examination  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  provided  he  got  net  income,  33396. — 
Landlord  willing  to  submit  his  books  to  any  authorised 
person,  but  not  to  a person  the  tenants  chose  ro  ap- 
point, 33405. — First  proposal  to  buy  probably  came 
from  tenants,  33388. — Mr.  Rowley  when  applied  to 
directly  offered  24J,  years’  purchase,  33389. — Negotia- 
tions carried  on  largely  by  himself,  witness  met  ten- 
ants with  him,  33390. — Meeting  tin  Courthouse  of 
Drumsna  called  in  order  to  discuss  matter,  33391-2. — 
No  reporter  present,  it  was  reported  in  country  press, 
33393-4. — It  took  place  more  than  a year  ago,  33395. — 
No  great  variation  in  income  of  a number  of  years 
■on  second  term  rents,  33397-8. — There  had  been  no 
difficulty  previous  to  question  of  purchase,  33399. — In 
fixing  second  term  rents  railway  rates  were  deducted 
from  landlord,  pink  schedule  showed  that,  it  went  to 
reduction  of  net  income,  33399-401. — 3j  per  cent,  the 
basis  taken  by  Land  Conference;  money  market  had 
not  gone  up  since;  witness • understood  that  all  the 
■calculations  were  made  on  3 £ per  cent  basis,  33402-4. 


CARTER,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

. Grazing  Ranches  Available  for  Purchase  by 
Board. 

■Witness  represented  Shanraw,  Reshcarrigan ; all 
the  divisions  were  congested,  except  Kesh- 
.carngan,  few  grazing  or  untenanted  farms  available 
~r  enlargement  of  holdings ; no  reason,  for  exempting 
■Kvshcarngan  from  congested  districts,  tenants  as  poor 
as  m scheduled  areasi,  33408. — Parish  mountain  dis- 
trict with  700  families,  300  on  holdings  of  £1  to  £5 
.valuation,  200  from  £5  to  £10  valuation ; tenants  of 
grazing  ranches  signified  intention  of  allowing  those 
m be  split  up,  there  were  1,100  acres  adtogether;  a 
man  in  Gorteenkelly  would  give  up  all  his  400  or  500 
.acies  except  enough  for  small  holding  for  himself, 
email  holding  more  profitable;  there  were  also  300 
°®knagashel  which  owner  was.  prepared  to 
W irvi  was  *n.  a congested  district;  two  farms 

■IU0  and  173  acresi,  which  were  in  the  market,  not  in 


CARTER,  Mr.  MICHAEL — continued. 

congested  district,  and  there  was  another,  Kilmorton 
Farm ; great  disadvantage  to  districts  if  holdings  men- 
tioned could  be  purchased  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  ; there  were  other  small  farms ; migration  would 
improve  them. 

Payment  of  Railway  Guarantee  by  ,the  People. 

Railway  tax  of  Is.  in  the  £ paid  by  people,  not 
landlord,  rents  outside  guaranteaing  area  were  reduced 
as  much  as  those  within  which  showed  that  tenants 
paid  guarantee,  33467-9. 

Drainage  Needed. 

Proper  system  of  drainage  needed ; hundreds  of 
acres  cf  cropped  land  rendered  useless  by  flooding 
every  year,  remedy  impossible  without  Government 
assistance,  33408,  33469. — People  had  presented  peti- 
tion to  witness;  rivers  needed  scouring  and  opening; 
Parish  Committee  grant  was  £50,  if  doubled  improve- 
ments could  be  faced,  33469. 

Question  of  Promoting  Industries. 

Suitable  industries  might  be  promoted ; district 
abounded  in  peat,  if  necessary  money  were  available 
it  could  be  utilised  ; Slieve-an-ierin  in  north  of  parish 
famous  for  minerals,  efforts  to  establish  mining  there 
failed  for  want  of  caDital  and  means  of  transit, 
33408. 

Exorbitant  Demands  of  Landlords. 

Only  two  estates  purchased  since  1903  on  account  of 
extravagant  demands  of  landlord  which  were  extraor- 
dinary, 241,-  years’  purchase  demanded  for  Peyton 
Estate;  adjoining  property,  Fitzgerald  Estate,  bought 
out  ten  years  ago  at  10  years’,  and  Lloyd 
Estate  at  13  years’  purchase ; Peyton  Estate  bad 
clayey  land;  O ’ Byrne  Estate  offered  17  years  ago  at 
18  "years’  purchase,  23£  demanded  now ; landlords’  ex- 
orbitant demands  showed  that  Board  or  Estates  Com- 
missioners must  interfere  to  ensure  tenants  getting 
their  land  at  a fair  value ; no  estate  in  district  which 
was  not  clear  of  arrears;  tenants  would  gtasp  at  any 
appearance  of  relief,  threat  of  recovery  of  arrears 
would  have  serious  result,  abolition  of  State  inspec- 
tion would  spell  ruin ; many  boys  and  girls  emigrated 
to  America  to  assist  parents,  those  who  could  not 
afford  passages  migrated  to  England  and  Scotland,  90 
per  cent  of  rents  came  from  those  sources  which  if  cut 
off  would  reduce  farmers  to  deepest  poverty,  33408. 

Lawder  Estate  an  instance  of  the  Injustices 

ARISING  FROM  WANT  OF  INSPECTION. 

Lawder  Estate  demonstrated  injustices  due  to  want 
of  inspection;  tenants  had  signed  agreements  to  24J> 
years’  purchase  when  they  found  they  had  to  pay  a 
drainage  tax  and  rent  for  turbary  which  was  before 
free,  these  additions  left  them  paying  as  much  as  be- 
fore, 33408. — They  were  in  worse  circumstances  in 
fact  because  the  landlord  gave  them  time  if  unable  to 
pay  rent,  Government  could  not,  33408,  33462,  33465. 
— -Annuity  would  go  on  for  68 ^ years,  33409. — It  should 
be  such  that  payment  could  be  made  both  in  bad  and 
good  years,  33410-2. — On  this  estate  annuitants  were 
trying  to  break  agreement,  33413. — Tenants  on  this  es- 
tate were  led  to  believe  that  they  would  get  4s.  in  the 
£ reducoion  and  some  did  not  get  2s.,  33414,  33460, 
33463. — At  time  of  sale  landlord  was  anxious  to  sell 
and  used  to  go  and  see  tenants  and  ask  them  to  buy 
and  brought  them  to  his  house  and  gave  them  drinks, 
33421-2. — They  led  each  other  to  believe  they  would 
get  i-educrion,  33464. — Tenants  had  had  judicial 
rents  fixed,  and  under  their  judicial  rights  they  • had 
turf ; by  sale  of  estates  those  rights  were  taken  away , 
33427.-30. — Landlord  had  no  bog  besides  what  be- 
longed to  tenants  before  he  sold,  33431-40. — When  the 
estate  was  sold  he  reserved  all  the  bog  to  himself  and 
made  tenants  pay  rent  of  £5  to  £10  for  it,  apportion- 
ing small  plots  to  them  and  reserving  the  rest,  33416-7, 
33431-7,  33441. — Tenants  had  turbary  right  before  sale, 
33418-20. — Estates  Commissioners  allowed  them  to 
lose  ..that  right,  ,33441. — Sale  took  place  eighteen 
months  ago,  33442. — Tenants  had  petitioned  Estates 
Commissioners  by  letter,  correspondence  carried  on  by 
* S 2 
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Mr.  Smith),  M.P.  for  South  Leitrim,  33442-5. — Estates 
Commissioners  had  promised  to  consider  the  matter, 
33446.— Estates  not  yet  vested,  landlord  had  not  re- 
ceived his  money,  33448-99. — Inspector  was  going  down 
and  something  might  yet  be  done,  33450-2. — Tenants 
thought  they  were  purchasing  turbary,  33453-7— 
Under  agreements  they  purchased  all  that-  they  paid 
for  in  judicial  rent,  33458-9.— When  estates  were 
purchased  care  should  be  taken  to  provide  reasonable 
amount  of  turbary  as  far  as  possible  for  each  person, 
33416. — .Witness  a farmer  holding  17  acres,  valuation, 
£9  15s.,  33425-6. 


M'CAiBE,  Mr  JOHN. 


Uneconomic  Holdings  at  Gorteenmoee. 

Witness  was  a farmer  at  Gorteenmore,  Carrigallen, 
farm  was  32  statute  acres,  valuation  £14  5s.,  33473, 
33494. — He  had  two  farms  under  one  landlord,  near 
each  other,  one  8 acres,  the  other  6 acres  5 roods,  the 
two  made  about  20  Irish  acres,  33474-5. — No  house  on 
them,  33476. — 'Land  bad,  both  grass  and  crop,  33477. 
— He  could  live  on  it  if  there  were  no  rent,  in  fair 
play  he  should  have  none,  33478-80. — Rent  £11  15s. 
hd.,  33479,  33493. — Witness  was  reared  on  farm,  and 
had  worked  with  his  father  since  he  was  twenty,  was 
now  forty  years  old,  parents  had  ten  acres  first,  and 
paid  £10  rent  with  money  from  America,  most  people 
got  money  that  way,  and  could  pay  very  little  with- 
out it,  33481-5. — Man’s  sons  and  daughters  in 
America  sent  money  till  they  married,  grand-children 
rarely  sent,  33482-4.  'South  portion  of  Leitrim  should 
be  scheduled,  majority  of  valuations  under  £8, 
people  as  poor  as  in  congested  districts,  33485. 

Price  of  Estates  Offered  for  Sale  in  the  District. 

Mr.  La  Touche,  landlord  of  estate,  offered  it  for 
sale  twenty  years  ago  at  twenty  years’  purchase, 
tenants  thought  they  could  get  it  for  less,  estate  now 
offered  for  4s.  in  the  £ reduction  on  second  term  rents, 
5s.  on  first  term,  Whyte  Estate  sold  at  13  years’  pur- 
chase, under  Ashbourne  Act,  Niohol  Estate  at  17A 
yeara’  purchase  under  same  Act,  some  tenants  found 
it  difficult  to  pay  rents,  even  with  this  reduction  and 
a deoadal  reduction  since,  33485.— That  was  23  and 
25  years’  purchase,  33486— Under  Ashbourne  Act 
landlord  had  to  pay  4 per  cent.,  now  it  was  3A 
— I*  was  ,an  old  rent,  since  reduced, 
33491-2. — Tenants  had  not  been  into  court  at  time  of 
c er’m^^' — ®'er“k’  lower  than  valuation  now, 
years  ,ago  they  were  about  even, 
5349  oT0n  one  witness's  farms  rent  20  years  ago 
was  £8  Is.,  valuation  £8,  that  rent  had  now  cone 
down  to  £6,  33499-503.  6 


Drainage  and  Lime  the  Most  Urgent  Necessities. 

Drainage  and  lime  burning  would  improve  country 
more  than  anything,  lime  burning  of  use  as  an  in- 
dustry, 33485,  33504. — 'Lime  was  put  on  the  land 
when  witness  was  a boy,  33505— Stopped  when  help 
got  scarce  and  land  worse,  33506— Plenty  of  lime 
Ben’  'a  ,w,ay  fpom  witness’s  farm,  33507, 
bad  turf  in  'those  da3PS'  none  now, 
33508— Tenants  bought  lime  out  of  kilns  33511  — 
f kept , kiln  S°ing  an<l  sold  the  lime, 

lit  * — St'n  b?rned  in  places,  but  tenants  did  not 
*»*>  Pay  ff*  sand  was  so  wet  and  lime  was  of 
little  use  without  drainage,  33514,  33528— Draining- 
twenty  years  ,ago  and  twenty-five  years  was  better, 
and  the  crop  was  twice  as  good  as  at  present,  33515— 
l g01Ilg  back  33516— Seasons  better  now,  climate 
had  cHanged^  33517-8  K527— Witness’s  father  did 
°f  I”"  time,  ho  had  mtaess  to 
help  him,  could  not  afford  to  pay  a man,  -witness  had 
made  no  dram  for  Mtoan  years,  when  his  younger 
himself .helped  {heir  father  they  had  a 
than  nowadays,  33619-21, 

j >J  }2  7eim  “U  33523.— Long  age 
”a<l*  and  pit  m 

wanted,  35525-6— Open  dram  no  good,  as  land  could 


M'CABE,  Me.  JOHN— continued. 

not  then  be  laboured,  land  wet  now,  greater  part  0f 
what  had  been  witness’s  best  field  was  now  rushes  7 
crops  of  oats  taken  off  in  succession  after  two  crops- 
of  hay,  now  second  crop  of  oats  not  worth  cuttine 
33527,  33543-4,  33549. — Same  thing  for  six  miles, 
round,  33527. — Fifth  crop  of  oats  on  the  good  field, 
had  been  better  than  second,  now  after  been  broken, 
up  it  was  hardly  worth  the  labour,  33545— Not  much 
manure  put  in  in  his  father’s  clay,  witness  had  to, 
mow  fourth  of  land  for  hay  to  give  cattle  to  get 
manure  for  one  field,  33546-7. — The  seasons  produced 
•the  good  crops,  33548. — The  land  was  good  land,  not 
reclaimed,  good  was  now  gone  out  of  it,  33550. 

Turbary. 

No  turf  available  for  lime-burning  now,  it  was  for- 
merly cut  out  of  a bog  on  neighbouring  estate  and 
sold  by  tenant  without  landlord’s  knowledge,  when 
he  found  out  he  took  the  people  who  bought  it  to  the 
High  Court  in  Dublin  without  their  knowing,  and 
made  them  pay  13s.  or  14s.  costs,  man  who  sold  should 
have  been  prosecuted,  33529-35. — Injunction  taken  re- 
straining anyone  from  cutting  or  selling  turf,  33536. 
— Tenants  then  went  six  miles  away,  where  there  was. 
only  fifty  perches  hog,  33537-8. — Abundance  where 
they  now  cut  in  County  Longford,  but  they  had  to 
pay  for  it,  33538. 

Easier  to  make  money  in  old  days,  the  old  people  ’ 
worked  hard,  young  men  of  present  day  more  in- 
dustrious, 33539-42. 


SMYTH,  Me.  THOMAS. 


Land  Available  for  Relief  of  Congestion. 

One  hundred  Irish  acres  of  land  in  Killahurk  avail- 
able for  relief  of  congestion,  300  or  400  acres  of  bog 
land  on  Maguire  Estate,  would  benefit  people  if 
worked  by  a body  like  the  Board,  33552. — Also  a farm 
of  80  acres,  another  in  Drumsilla  held  by  man  living 
in  County  Cavan,  he  had  two  or  three  large  farms 
unoccupied,  33553. 

Rents  in  Drumbreanlis  Locality  Mostly  Paid 
with  Money  from  America. 

Most  of  the  rents  in  Drumbreanlis  locality  were 
paid  by  relations  of  farmers  in  America,  one  family 
received  between  1868  and  1893  £400  from  Colonies, 
the  people  concealed  the  fact  of  where  the  money  had 
come  from,  they  liked  it  to  be  thought  it  was  tie 
result  of  their  own  efforts,  33554-5,  33564-5,  33566-7— 
Everyone  knew  that  everybody  else  got  money  from 
America,  33568— One  man  was  "evicted,  but  allowed 
to  remain  without  title,  his  son  of  16  or  16^  borrowed 
a pound  from  a neighbour,  and  went  to  Scotland, 
since  then  he  had  sent  home  money  which  made  his 
father’s  circumstances  more  comfortable,  two  brothers 
also  went,  the  three  were  still  away,  one  in  Scotland, 
two  dn  London,  33555-62. — Witness’s  own  uncle  would 
have  been  evicted  were  it  not  for  help  from  America, 
yet  he  never  told  witness  himself,  33565. 


FLYNN,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Land  Purchase  in  Parish. 

Townland  of  Kilgariff  purchased  five  years  ago  by 
Board  ; nothing  done  on  it  yet  to  relieve  congestion ; 
two  estates  had  been  purchased  by  Land  Commission 
under  Ashbourne  Act ; two  at  present  in  hands  of 
Estates  Commissioners ; one  recently  purchased  by 
latter  at  price  of  from  8 to  20  years’  purchase  ; noth- 
ing so  far  done  to  relieve  congestion  there  or  elsewhere  j 
parish  comprised  sixteen  small  estates,  440  holdings; 
whole  parish  congested ; three-fourths  of  the  holdings 
uneconomic ; industries  the  only  means  of  benefiting 
tenants,  33572. — Witness  and  Father  King  agreed  on 
this,  33573-4. 

Means  by  which  condition  of  people  could  be 

IMPROVED. 

Condition  of  people  could  be  improved  by  following 
means: — Purchase  of  holdings  by  Board  or  Estates 
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Commissioners;  development  of  industrial  resources, 

. coaj  and  iron  ore  abounded ; construction  of  means 
I transit  to  enable  farmers  to  send  produce  to  market 
hv  rail ; construction  of 'woollen  factory,  33574. — G-reat 
wool-raising  district,  33574,  33583.— Board  gave  loan 
for  100  spinning  wheels  and  sent  weaver  who  taught 
weaving  industry  ; it  would  be  a profitable  business 
if  there  were  any  means  of  pressing  the  cloth  after  it 
was  woven,  33574,  33581. — Witness  alluded  to  con- 
gested area  compared  with  Foxford,  33575-6. — No 
stuff  sold  because  they  could  not  press  ; it  was  not 
smooth  enough,  33577-8.— Only  one  new  loom,  33579. 
—Application  had  been  made  to  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  they  were  promised,  Dut  none  given ; 
weaver  sent  once,  but  not  again,  33580. — Looms  could 
be  had  on  loan  from  Board,  33581. — Woollen  mill 
would  be  great  benefit,  35582. — Much  water  power, 
Shannon,  Lough  Allen,  and  the  Yellow  River,  33584. 
—District  wrote  to  Department  about  the  woollen  mill, 
asking  them  to  equip  establishment ; they  replied  it 
would  be  considered  at  a future  date,  33585-9. — Board 
had  not  been  applied  to,  33590. — District  in  question 
was  on  east  of  Lough  Allen,  below  Drumshambo,  along 
Slieve-an-ierin  mountain,  33591. 


Roads. 

Roads  wanted  ; only  one  road  till  Board  sent  assist- 
ance ; they  gave  £400  or  £500  for  one  road  some  years 
ago,  33591. 


Parish  Committee. 

Parish  Committee  did  a great  deal  for  very  poor 
people ; grant  should  be  larger  ; 70  applicants  for  last 
£20 ; larger  grant  to  be  given  thus  year  for  dairies  ; 
nice  cottage  dairies  would  be  an  encouragement, 
33593-4. 


Creameries  v.  Better-making  at  home. 

There  was  a creamery  ; witness  thought  it  would 
not  stop  ; some  of  the  districts  were  starved,  33595-7. 
— Everything  had  to  be  bought ; oil  cake  for  calves, 
butter  for  house,  etc.,  33598. — It  would  pay  better  to 
get  8d.  a pound  for  butter  than  4 a gallon  for 
milk,  33599. — Good  food  sold  and  inferior  bought ; 
2^  gallons  milk  yielded  a pound  of  butter ; butter 
bought  at  8d.  or  less ; 4d.  or  tyd.  a gallon  paid  for 
milk  at  the  creamery  ; good  butter  could  be  made  at 
home  with  that  2£  gallons  and  there  would  be  the 
buttermilk  as  well ; better  value  than  selling  to  crea- 
mery, 33600,  33604. — Enniskillen  the  butter  market ; 
price  paid,  lOd.  a pound,  33601,  33609. — Seldom  up  to 
lid.  from  creamery,  33601. — Expenses  of  boxes,  wrap- 
pers and  carriage  very  slight,  33605-8,  33610-11.— There 
was  a certain  loss  of  time  in  taking  butter  to  market 
on  Tuesday  with  horse  and  cart,  but  it  was  counted 
good  business,  33611-4. — Witness  got  57s.  last  year 
for  butter,  33608. 


NEWMAN,  Rev.  P. 


Necessity  for  Drainage. 

Witness  attended  as  deputy  of  the  Leitrim  Count 
— His  residence  was  in  Mohill  itsel: 
33617.— He  was  acquainted  with  the  district  schedule 
m that  parish,  that  was,  the  Breandrum  elector? 
division,  which  was  a poor  district  and  particularly  i 
want,  of  drainage,  33618. — Witness  referred  to  bi 
arterial  drains,  33619. — Was  of  opinion  that  tenani 
would  be  able  to  make  their  own  smaller  drains  i 
tne  principal  drains  were  improved,  33620.— Drainac 
at  present  was  a river,  which  got  choked  up  in  tk 
winter  when  soil  was  washed  into  it,  and  there  woul 
“ growth  of  grass  in  spring  and  autumn  when  rail 
were  heavy  and  river  would  not  take  the  water  away 
witness  had  seen  hay  covered  up  by  floods,  33622.- 
bfileJed  state  °f  affairs  was  getting  wors< 
fnTwTIf  'iaiTla8e  were  improved  and  river  pt 
better  state,  say,  by  assistance  of  Congested  Dh 


tricts  Board,  it  would  require  to  be  attended  to 
periodically,  but  if  put  in  proper  condition  a little 
expenditure  would  be  enough  to  keep  it  so,  33625. — • 
Witness’s  idea  was  that  whatever  authority  dealt  with 
the  matter  should  provide  system  of  drainage  and 
afterward  maintain  it  from  year  to  year,  33626.— 
Tenants,  should  be  helped  to  keep  principal  rivers  in 
proper  working  order,  33627. — It  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  get  sufficient  fall  for  the  improved  drainage  ; 
it  was  a question  of  work,  33629-30. — Witness  would 
desire  that  such  body  as  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  have  authority  to  improve  drainage  of  that 
class ; was  aware  that,  as  law  stood,  it  was  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  get  drainage  promoted  in  the  country, 
33631-2.— Field  drainage  would  not  be  so  difficult; 
the  individual  tenants  could  attend  to  that  if  main 
drains  were  in  proper  working  order,  33633. — It  would 
he  an  advantage  to  the  individual  farmer  if  there 
were  facilities  for  enabling  tenants  to  obtain  loans  at 
reasonable  interest  for  drainage  of  their  farms,  33634. 
—District  to  which  witness  referred  contained  both 
bill  and  valley ; part  of  river  ran  through  flat 
country,  33635-6. — If  these  field  drains  were  con- 
structed, in  district,  into  a proper  main  drain  wit- 
ness considered  that  condition  of  farms  would  be 
greatly  improved,  33637-8. — Until  such  drainage  were 
carried  out  it  was  difficult  to  encourage  agriculture  to 
any  considerable  extent,  33639. — Not  very  much  of 
poor  district  referred  to  was  flooded,  but  from  time  to 
time  witness  seen  considerable  quantities  of  hay  and 
meadow  flooded,  33640. — There  was  a fairly  large 
population  in  district,  the  old  and  the  very  young  ; 
as  they  reached  manhood  the  sons  would  leave,  not 
being  able  to  get  work  at  home ; there  were  no  in- 
dustries, 33641. — If  arterial  drainage  were  promoted, 
agriculture  would  be  more  profitable ; to  whatever 
purpose  the  land  were  turned  it  would  be  well  to  have 
it  drained,  33642-3. — A little  had  been  done  in  the 
district  to  improve  the  main  drainage  during  pre- 
ceding spring,  33644-5. — A main  drain  had  been 
cleaned,  but  no  new  drain  opened,  33646-7. — If  main, 
drain  were  made  for  benefit  of  tenants  whose  land  it 
passed  through  it  would  be  reasonable  that  tenants 
should  contribute  towards  keeping  it  clear  each  season, 
but  if  theire  were  very  heavy  expenditure  it  would  be 
hard  to  expect  them  to  incur  it  without  help,  33649- 
50. — A week’s  work  for  each  tenant  would  not  be  too 
heavy  ; much  would  depend  on  nature  of  work  and' 
what  required  to  be  done,  33651-2. — If  it  were  ques- 
tion of  each  tenant  giving  week’s  work  to  maintain 
his  part  of  drain  it  would  be  quite  reasonable  for- 
Congested  Disitricts  Board  to  make  that  'agreement, 
before  doing  work,  33653. 


Roads  needed  in  Breandrum  Division. 

Part  of  Breandrum  division  was  badly  in  need  of" 
roads,  and  tenants  should  be  assisted  to  get  road  in 
that  large  district  where  there  was  no  road  at  all 
passing  through,  33654-5. — In  winter,  witness  did  not' 
know  how  people  got  their  produce  in  or  out ; the 
market  was  at  Mohill,  33655-6. — Their  furthest  point 
from  a road  in  this  part  would  be  about  an  English 
mile,  33657. — Road  necessary  to  benefit  the  locality 
should  be  over  two  miles  in  length,  33658. — In  winter  - 
it  was  impossible  to  bring  carts  to  the  fields,  33659. — 
Only  one  tenant  possessed  a horse  and  cart  in  this' 
district,  33660. — If  there  were  a road  the  holdings1 
were  so  small  that  others  might  still  not  have  the' 
horse  and  cart,  33661. — Witness  was  not  aware  that 
district,  bad  ever  applied  to  Congested  Districts  Board 
for  assistance  in  this  matter.  33662. — Thought  they 
had  applied  to  District  Council  to  have  road  made, 
but  did  not  recollect  answer,  33663-4. — Ther  ■»  was 
Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway  to  contend  with  ; 
a gate  house  would  be  required,  and  objections  were 
raised,  not  that  road  was  not  required,  but  on  ground 
of  expense,  33665-6. — Road  was  much  needed,  it  being 
very  difficult  to  get  through  in  winter ; the  road 
would  not  be  difficult  to  make,  but  was  question  of 
price,  33666. — It  was  required  to  enable  people  to 
bring  produce  to  market,  manure  land,  etc.  ; it  was 
very  difficult  to  bring  pigs  or  cattle  to  market ; wit- 
ness had  been  told  that  if  a man  had  not  enough  hay 
for  his  cattle  he  could  not  get  it  in  there  ; cattle  bad 
to  be  sold  before  winter  came,  33667. — Holdings  id  this 
particular  district  were  fairly  large,  but  witness  did 
not  know  acreage,  33668. 
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Scheduling  of  the  whole  of  Mohill  Union  and  of 
South  Leiteih  Proposed. 

Witness  was  member  of  Mohill  District  Council, 
and  represented  South  Leitrim  in  Parliament,  there 
were  23  electoral  divisions  in  Mohill  Union,  of  which 
only  ten  were  scheduled  os  congested,  though,  to  wit- 
ness’s personal  knowledge,  there  was  as  much  poverty 
in  the  13  non-scheduled  districts,  33669. — Large  hold- 
ings in  the  13  non-scheduled  districts  had  raised  the 
general  valuation  per  head  of  population,  33670. — 
Large  number  of  holdings  were  very  small  indeed, 
in  Mohill  Union  there  were  3,205  holdings  under  £4 
valuation,  2,519  over  £4  and  under  £10,  883  over  £10 
and  under  £25,  and  only  141  over  £25  valuation, 
33671. — Witness  had  practical  experience  of  whole  of 
South  Leitrim,  and  considered  there  was  not  a single 
part  of  it  which  should  not  be  scheduled  as  congested, 
33672. — Hie  standard  of  congestion  was  fictitious,  the 
poor  law  valuation  of  Mohill  Union  was  £40,000,  in 
which  following  towns  and  villages  were  included — 
Mohill,  Dromod,  Cloone,  Carrigallen,  Fenagh,  there 
were  six  divisions  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  in 
witness’s  Parliamentary  constituency,  of  which  only 
one  was  scheduled  as  congested,  namely,  Gortnacul- 
len,  these  six  divisions  covered  area  of  26,931  statute 
miles,  and  poor  law  valuation  was  £16,493.  and, 
dealing  with  this  district,  there  were  487  holdings 
under  £4  valuation,  650  over  £4  and  under  £10,  308 
oyer  £10  and  under  £25,  and  96  over  £25,  these  divi- 
sions included  towns  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  Druin- 
sna,  and  Leitrim,  33673. — There  was  portion  of  Bawn- 
boy  Union  in  constituency  of  South  Leitrim,  but  wit- 
ness had  not  figures  as  to  this  district,  though  he 
knew  that  congestion  prevailed  os  much  as  in  any 
districts  scheduled  as  congested,  33673-4. —Witness 
had  good  knowledge  of  district,  as,  in  addition  to 
being  District  Councillor  for  Mohill  and  representing 
division  in  Parliament,  his  business  as  auctioneer 
brought  him  into  contact  with  farmers ; not  alone 
Mohill  Union,  but  whole  of  South  Leitrim,  needed 
to  be  scheduled  as  congested,  division  comprised 
Mohill  Union,  six  divisions  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  and  five  or  six  divisions  of  Bawnboy  Union, 
33675. — From  existing  circumstances,  number  of 
small  uneconomic  holdings,  etc.,  poverty  in  South 
Leitrim  was  such  that  whole  division  should  be  sche- 
duled, 33676. — Witness  knew  present  definition  of 
congestion,  dealing  with  holdings  under  £7,  it  came 
to  about  thirty  shillings  per  head  of  population, 
33677-8. — Witness  maintained  that  authority  dealing 
with  congestion  should  be  able  to  deal  with  it 
wherever  found,  33680-1. — 'Would  be  glad  to  vote  in 
favour  of  giving  relieving  botlv  discretion  to  schedule 
what  was  necessary,  and  that  all  South  Leitrim  should 
be  scheduled,  35682. — Understood  that  general  defini- 
tion must  apply  to  whole  of  Ireland,  and  that  South 
Lex  trim  could  not  be  separated,  33683.— Would  rather 
schedule  county  than  enlarge  present  area  of  conges- 
tion, other  parts  of  Ireland,  such  as  County  Long- 
ford, of  which  witness  knew  a good  deal,  required  to 
bo  scheduled,  33684. — This  observation  applied  to 
special  parts  of  County  Longford,  in  vicinity -of  Kil- 
’'"'S'b  Ballinamuck,  and  Drumlish,  around  Durmlish 
holdings  were  particularly  small  and  uneconomic, 
33685-7. 


Suggestions^  for  Carrying  Out  and  Maintenance 
of  Drainage. 

Different  parts  of  South  Leitrim  contained  large 
tracts  of  bog  and  marsh,  and  it  would  be  good  thing 
to  dram  these  and  plant  with  timber,  as  they  were 
not  fit  for  other  crops,  33687.— By  drainage  witness 
meant  arterial  drainage,  and  drainage  of  small  hold- 
ings by  farmers  themselves.  33588.— If  arterial  drain- 
age were  carried  out  wholly  or  partly  at  public  ex- 
liense  great  majority  of  holders  would  be  satisfied  to 
make  their  own  claims  through  holding  into  arterial 
drainage,  in  some  cases  there  would  not-  be  fall  for 
the  water,  o3689.  -If  Congested  Districts  Board  made 
cut  or  arterial  dram  tenants  should  undertake  to  keen 
it  clear,  and  if  they  all  did  it  in  a body  it  would  only 
amount  to  small  portions  of  work,  but  it  might  not 
lie  taken  up  an  a proper  spirit,  33690.-It  would  be 
quite  reasonable  for  Board  to  liave  power  to  compel 
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holders  benefited  by  drainage  to  do  work  in  future, 
33691.— There  should  be  organised  effort  to  maintain 
drainage  and  central  authority  to  insist  on  its  being 
done,  speaking  of  parts  witness  knew,  if  farmers  got 
these  facilities  they  would  be  very  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  them,  33692-3. — There  were  places  in  this  dis- 
trict suffering  severely  for  want  of  arterial  drainage, 
land  was  flooded  and  there  was  no  fall  for  the  water, 
South  Leitrim  was  one  of  the  wettest  districts  in  Ire- 
land, 33694. — Gentlemen  in  neighbourhood  kept  rain 
gauges,  33695.— Blue  clay  in  many  cases  came  below 
soil,  33688. — In  cutting  drains  blue  clay  was  not 
porous,  it  made  very  good  permanent  ditch,  33699-00. 
it  could  not  well  be  filled  with  stones,  being  an  open 
drain,  when  it  got  through  four  inches  of  soil,  it  was. 
very  good  drain  for  carrying  off  water,  33701-2.— It 
had  to  be  left  open,  33703. — As  far  as  field  drainage 
was  concerned,  loans  would  be  to  occupiers  from  Board 
of  Works,  33704. — If  Congested  Districts  Board  or 
similar  body  could  be  empowered  to  make  loans  on 
Large  scale  for  arterial  drainage  of  a district  it  would 
be  great  facility,  also  powers  directed  towards  allow- 
ing farmers  to  avail  themselves  of  arterial  drainage, 
and  compelling  them  to  keep  it  up,  while  draining 
their  own  holdings,  should  be  obtained,  33705. — It 
would  be  equally  good  for  public  body  to  make  drains 
or  to  have  advance  of  money  to  Rural  District  Coun- 
cil, for  example,  so  that  drain  could  be  made  by 
local  authority,  it  would  be  better  to  advance  money 
to  small  holders,  unless  arterial  drainage  were  oarried 
out  in  many  districts  it  would  be  practically  useless 
for  individual  fanners  to  go  on  draining,  there  was 
no  fall  for  the  water,  33707. — If  district  were  large  it 
could  not  be  dealt  with  by  one  District  Council,  two 
or  three  might  be  necessary,  33708-9. — There  were  por- 
tions of  three  rural  districts  in  South  Leitrim,  Mohill, 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  Bawnboy,  if  drainage  were 
being  done  between  Leitrim  and  Longford  it  might  be 
necessary  to  deal  with  two  County  Councils,  33709-10. 
— It  looked  as  if  there  should  be  some  authority  over 
large  sections  of  oountry  in  general  control  of  this 
class  of  work,  33711.— Witness  was  aware  that  when 
people  asked  to  have  drainage  promoted  they  were 
generally  told  to  form  Drainage  Board,  which  was 
expensive  to  incorporate,  33712-3.— It  might  come 
very  heavy  on  people  in  poor  districts,  in  many  cases 
in  South  Leitrim  people  who  had  bought  out  their 
holdings  had  to  pay  drainage  rates,  some  practically 
gaining  nothing  from  reduction  in  price  of  land  on 
account  of  drainage  charge,  witness  knew  cases  where 
number  of  farmers  got  reduction  by  buying  farms, 
•and  it  went  practically  to  pay  drainage  rates,  33714. 
— They  did  not  know  that  they  would  be  liable  to 
pay  such  rates,  generally  landlords  had  to  pay  drain- 
age rates_  until  estates  were  sold,  and  then  they  fell 
•on  individual  occupiers,  33715-6. — Rate  referred  to 
was  grants  made  afterwards  for  construction 
•of  Drainage  Board,  33717. — As  a rule  people  liv- 
ing on  properties  as  judicial  tenants  were  more 
■anxious  for  Drainage  Boards  to  be  got  up  than 
tenants  who  had  purchased,  as  latter  would  have  to 
pay  drainage  rates,  33718. — If  this  drainage  were 
made  on  large  scale,  from  natural  reluctance  of 
tenant  purchasers  to  add  to  rates,  it  looked  as  if 
body  promoting  drainage  should  not  expect  whole  of 
expenditure  back  again,  some  of  it  should  be  a grant, 
33719-20. — There  had  been  Commission  lately  on  this 
subject,  Mr.  Wallace  gave  evidence  as  representing 
County  Council  of  this  locality,  and  all  present  evi- 
dence was  brought  before  them  33721-3. — Commission 
had  already  reported,  report  had  been  issued  a week 
or  two  previously,  33724. 


Want  of  Roads. 

Want  of  roads  in  many  districts  was  very  marked  ; 
roads  required  to  be  made  by  Congested  Districts 
Bcmrd  or  similar  body,  because  County  Councils  and 
different  Rural  District  Councils  had  no  power  to 
'”av;  .ese.  r°ads,  which  were  practically  one-end 
Wlt]l  "0  outlet ; as  memberof 
^+  -L^StriCt-Polin^lI'witnessmi«lltsa.y  that  even  if 
<****"  County  Council  had  power  to  make 

1 11  Public  authorities  would  be  reluctant  t'> 
cm  so  as  rates  at  present  were  very  high.;  this  portion 
wfeSSl.Taf  m guaranteeing  area  f of  Cavan  and 
‘ llway  and  rates  for  that  now  were  shilling 
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in  the  pound,  and  sometimes  went  up  to  two  shillings, 

22^24. They  could  get  power  from  Local  Government 

Board  if  applied  for,  but  objection  to  increase  tax- 
ation would  remain,  33725.— Witness  made  general 
recommendation  of  roads  throughout  his  constituency 
from  extensive  personal  knowledge,  33726. — Proposed 
that  Congested  Districts  Board  or  similar  body  should 
bear  a portion  of  expense,  and  the  rates  a portion, 
33727. — Roads  should  be  constructed  by  the  lending 
body  and  afterwards  maintained  by  local  body,  33728. 
It  would  be  easier  for  local  body  to  undertake  con- 
struction of  road  than  of  drain  ; legal  difficulties  were 
not  so  great,  33729-30. — Men  who  were  benefited  by 
these  accommodation  roads  would,  if  they  were  em- 
ployed to  do  it,  give  large  contribution  in  labour  ; 
there  were  many  cases  where  small  grants  were  given 
by  Congested  Districts  Board  to  Parish  Committees 
and  a great  deal  of  labour  given,  33731. 


Tree-planting  on  an  extensive  scale  in  Boggy  and 
Marshy  Districts  Proposed. 

In  boggy  or  marshy  districts  it  would  be  well  to 
plant  trees  for  shelter,  timber  purposes,  and  improv- 
ing the  land,  33732-3. — This  would  involve  consider- 
able outlay  for  drainage  previous  to  planting,  33734. 
—Areas  so  planted  would  ultimately  be  remunerative, 
as  concerning  timber,  which  was  getting  scarce  in 
district ; also  land  would  not  be  so  damp,  which  would 
have  beneficial  effect  on  health  of  community,  in 
which  consumption  was  rather  prevalent,  33735, 
33738. — This  implied  extensive  planting,  33739. — 
Turf  was  geting  scarce  in  some  districts,  but  on  aver- 
age there  was  a good  deal  of  turbary  in  South  Leitrim, 
33736. — Planting  for  shelter  witness  advocated  for 
general  improvement  of  country,  33737. — As  regarded 
timber  in  commercial  sense,  no  timber  was  sold  except 
for  thinning  out  plantations,  with  exception  of  Mr. 
Clement’s  Estate ; Lord  Harlech’s  was  only  estate 
witness  knew  of  where  timber  was  sold  for  commercial 
purposes,  and  then  only  to  small  local  carpenters,  on 
small  scale ; the  estate  was  in  Mohill  union,  near 
Dromod,  33740. — Planting  marshy  ground  pre-sup- 
posed  drainage,  but  having  gone  through  that  expense 
witness  believed  that  planting,  rather  than  grazing, 
would  be  most  economical  way  of  getting  value  after- 
wards, 33741-3. — Witness  contemplated  planting  of 
land  now  held  by  tenants,  both  for  shelter  and  variety, 
as  well  as  doing  it  on  large  scale,  33744-5.— On  al- 
most every  farm  there  was  a little  corner  of  prac- 
tically disused  land  where  trees  for  shelter  could  be 
planted,  but  unfortunately,  tendency  of  some  farmers 
was  to  cut  down  rather  than  to  plant,  so  there  should 
be  encouragement  by  large  system  of  planting,  33746. 
— If  this  were  put  in  practice  there  ought  to  be  public 
authority  to  protect  and  encourage  necessary  care  of 
young  plantation  ; unless  well  fenced  it  would  dis- 
appear, 33747. — As  general  rule,  tenants  were  twice 
as  anxious  to  cut  timber  when  it  belonged  to  landlord, 
as  they  wished  to  have  every  possible  advantage  from 
land,  for  which  they  paid  dearly,  33748. — When  land 
had  passed  from  landlord  to  tenants  they  generally 
regarded  timber  with  greater  care,  33749. — This  could 
only  be  altered  by  educating  public  opinion  ; there 
ought  to  be  instruction  for  people  in  remote  districts 
as  to  great  necessity  of  trees  and  of  preserving  them 
when  planted,  33750-1.— As  in  case  of  drainage,  this 
would  be  largely  successful  or  not  according  to  tire 
machinery  by  which  carried  out,  33752.— Some  body 
luce  Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  power  to 
plant  on  large  scale,  making  grants  for  it  and 
taking  profits,  if  any  ; afterwards  they  could  appoint 
trustees  for  proper  maintenance,'  33753— Trees  so 
planted  would  belong  to  the  Board,  33754.— Small 
tarms  of  occupiers  in  Leitrim  would  not  permit  of 
their  giving  up  land  for  planting,  but  witness  was 
leiernng  to  boggy  and  marshy  districts,  33755.— 
iiiese  were  m many  instances  attached  to  a farm; 
witness  could  not  say  if  owners  would  be  willing  to 
''^withdrawn  from  grazing  for  number  of 
K 33756-7.  — It  would  cost  about  £50  per  acre  to 
l,„  T’-  in  Wltn®ss’s  opinion,  including  drainage,  for 
acre,  33758-9.— There  would  be  fencin|-in  to 
and  m!*:  e,?e^  ln  general  improvements 

in  ,malntej}ance  for  some  time,  and  paying  of  man 
Sum  W ^--Witness  would  be  delighted  if  it 
only?  3376ine  ^ £1°  with  surfa®e  drainage 
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Enlargement  oe  Holdings— Purchase  by  Congested 
Districts  Board  or  any  other  Authority  op 
Large  Farms  coming  into  the  market. 

In  some  cases,  where  farms  were  sold,  witness  would 
advocate  their  purchase  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
or  some  other  body  to  enlarge  small  holdings,  33762- 
3. — Witness  was  not  contemplating  anything  like  com- 
pulsory purchase  of  non-residential  land ; knew  from 
experience  that  good  farms  might  come  into  thb 
market,  whose  purchase,  in  order  to  enlarge  un- 
economic holdings  round,  would  improve ' position  of 
small  farmers  in  question,  33764. — This  was  to  cer- 
tain extent  done  now  by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
but  people  of  Leitrim  had  no  experience  if  its  being 
done,  33765. — Suggestion  was  that  when  estates  like 
Jones’  large  Estate,  sold  some  4 or  5 years  ago,  came 
into  the  market  they  should  be  split  up  into  farms 
and  these  farms  bought  by  some  Board,  who  would 
send  down  surveyor  to  portion  them  out  to  the  un- 
economic holdings  and  thus  enlarge  them,  this  being 
on  the  assumption  that  they  could  agree  with  vendor 
as  to  price,  33764,  33767-8. — Witness  thought  that 
Congested  Districts  Board  or  other  authority  should 
secure  property,  if  possible,  either  by  private  sale  or 
public  auction,  33769. 

Question  of  giving  Congested  Districts  Board  the 
right  of  Pre-emption. 


In  case  where  Congested  Districts  Board  bought 
property  and  apportioned  it  as  best  they  could,  being- 
still  forced  to  leave  some  uneconomic  holdings  undealt 
with,  if  one  of  new  tenants  wished  to  sell,  question  of 
pre-emption  by  Board  might  come  in,  but  witness  did 
not  approve  of  principle  of  pre-emption  ; if  landlord 
wished  to  buy  holding  from  a tenant  Land  Commis- 
sion would  often  determine  value  ; witness  had  known 
cases  where  right  of  pre-emption  was  exercised  and 
where  tenants  would  nave  got  more  in  open  market, 
33770-1. — This  might  open  way  to  holdings  becoming 
small  again,  but  Congested  Districts  Board  might 
’’ave  power  over  tenants,  because  if  tenant  wished  to 
sell  farm  in  ordinary  course  of  events,  incoming  ten- 
ant would  be  bound  to  Board  in  the  same  way  as  the- 
selling  tenant  was  for  the  68^  years,  33772-3. — Wit- 
ness would  not  give  Congested  Districts  Board  right 
of  pre-emption  absolutely,  unless  there  was  some 
power  to  fix  price,  33774. — It  would  not  be  unreason- 
able to  provide  that  man  who  got  considerable  tract 
of  grass  land  under  market  price  to  enlarge  holding 
(there  not  being  enough  land  to  enlarge  all  un- 
economic holdings  on  the  estate),  should  not  be  free 
to  sell  holding  to  his  neighbour,  but  should  be  bound 
to  surrender  it  to  Congested  Districts  Board  at  a 
price  in  reference  to  which  there  should  be  right  of 
appeal  to  higher  tribunal,  33776. — Right  of  pre- 
emption would  be  retained  with  object  of  preventing 
this  land  passing  away  from  possibility  of  serving 

for  relief  of  congestion  in  neighbourhood,  33777. It 

followed  that  Court  of  Appeal  would,  in  fact,  have 
compulsory  power  on  tenant  to  sell  at  price  fixed 
in  the  event  of  a sale,  33778.— Appeal  in  case  of 
variance  with  regard  to  price  would  be  to  authority 
who  would  have  right  to  compel  tenant  to  accepted 
price  fixed  by  itself,  33779.— This  was  what  was  done 
in  case  of  landlord  exercising  right  of  pre-emption, 
33780 — There  was  compulsion  already  as  far  as  judi- 
cial tenants  were  concerned,  33781. 


Opinion  in  favour  of  fixtng  Occupation  Interest 

-AT  TIME  WHEN  LAND  WAS  BOUGHT  FROM  CON- 
GESTED Districts  Board. 


■■  — “ “ uw-uyawon  interest  Deing 

fixed  at  time  of  sale  in  every  case  of  purchase  from 
Congested  Districts  Board,  so  that  man  would  know 
exactly  what  he  was  going  to  get  before  lie  sold 
interest;  it  would  clear  matters,  33782-4 —That  was 
position  in  origina1  1881  Act  which  had  been  aban- 
doned, 33785. 

Compulsory  Powers. 

In  some  cases  in  South  Leitrim  there  were  large 
glass  farms  which  landlords  occupied  themselves  and 
£tior,gr^r?’  w1lt?iess  thought  they  would  be  willing 
to  part  with  land  if  sufficient  price  were  paid,  3378m 
Grass  lands  m such  circumstances  ought  to  be 
bought  by  public  body  for  relieving  conges- 
tion by  enlargement  of  small  holdings,  33787 
If  such  lands  could  not  be  obtained  for  en- 
largement of  holdings  by  voluntary  arrange- 
ment, witness  thought  public  would  require  exercise 
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of  compulsion,  53788. — He  was  speaking  of  farms  at- 
tached to  demesnes,  held  outside  demesnes  on  which 
owner  put  cattle,  or  on  which  eleven  months  system 
prevailed,  35789-90.— Witness  was  not  aware  of  large 
farms  of  grazing  lands  held  by  tenants  in  his  omsti- 
tuency,  nor  of  tenants  having  grazing  Land  valued  at 
over  £100,  33791-2.— Knew  districts  in  Roscommon 
and  elsewhere  where  there  were  these  farms,  33793. 
Would  apply  compulsion  to  non -residential  tenants, 
as  well  as  to  landlord,  in  same  circumstances  and  for 
same  purposes,  33794.— If  tenant  were  resident  and 
lived  by  his  holding  witness  would  leave  him  all 
Land  attached  to  holding,  no  matter  how  large,  not 
taking  portion  for  relief  of  congestion,  even  with  ade- 
quate compensation,  except  it  were  extremely  large 
holding,  33795-6.— If  man’s  usual  means  of  living 
were  trenched  upon  there  should  be  compensation, 
same  principle  should  be  applied  allround,  33797-8. — 
In  case  of  a man  having  one  holding  and  buying  an- 
other to  amalgamate  with  it,  which  he  worked  as  one 
farm,  but  which  were  separate  holdings  in  poor-rate 
books,  witness  thought  if  he  held  on  different  rentals 
and  paid  on  different  poor  rate  receipts  the  second 
farm  should  not  be  regarded  as  residential  holding, 
but  farmer  should  be  liable  to  give  it  up  in  return  for 
compensation  to  enlarge  uneconomic  holdings, 
33799-301.— The  two  might  be  one  farm  to  the  man 
himself,  but  some  men  if  tliev  had  twenty  farms 
would  regard  them  as  one  holding,  33802. — Circum- 
stance of  two  farms  being  entered  as  two  separate 
holdings  in  rate-books,  in  case  supposed,  was  not  un- 
common, man  not  exceeding  twenty  acres  had  often 
three  or  four  rate  receipts,  pointing  to  fact  that  at 
one  time  all  these  were  separate  holdings,  33811-3. — 
Under  Griffiths’  valuation  every  holding  became 
stereotyped  as  to  its  value  for  taxation,  33814. — 
These  holdings  were  fixed  in  the  fifties  for  taxation 
purposes,  and  that  was  reason  why  they  were  now 
rated  separately,  even  where  they  had  been  amalga- 
mated, although  it  saved  labour  and  expense  to  have 
them  all  -in  one,  33815. — In  case  of  farmer’s  son  who 
bought  adjoining  holding  as  outlet,  the  two  being 
worked  together,  witness  repeated  that  he  would  leave 
residential  holding  untouched,  but  an  adjoining  farm 
could  not  be  regarded  as  residential  holding  33803. — 
A shopkeeper  who  bought  small  farm  in  neighbour- 
hood as  result  of  industry  might  be  allowed  to  keep 
it  though  business  compelled  him  to  live  in  town,  pro- 
vided tract  of  land  was  not  large,  33804.—  Compul- 
sion might  be  limited  in  acquiring  non-residenti.ai 
l.onds  by  the  extent  of  them,  perhaps  limit  might  be 
100  acres.  33805-6. — "Witness  would  not  touch  farm 
under  100  acres  except  it  went  to  public  auction, 
where  Congested  Districts  Board  might  compete  and 
give  fair  value  for  it.  33807-9. — If  anyone  bid  higher 
than  Board  he  should  have  land,  witness  did  not 
consider  Board  or  anyone  else  should  buy  land  above 
value.  33810. — At  present  no  hal'd  and  fast  line  could 
be  laid  down  as  to  compulsory  acquisition  of  land, 
legislation  would  be  required".  33818-33820  — What- 
ever Board  was  going  to  carry  out  this  scheme  should 
be  allowed  discretion,  33819. — Phrase  “ hard  and 
fast  line”  was  used  as  applying  to  general  circum- 
stances of  each  case,  where  there  were  uneconomic 
holdings,  not  as  to  particular  area,  33821-2. 

Instruction-  in  Use  of  Artificial  Manures 
Desirable. 

With  regard  to  artificial  manures  it  was  desirable 
•that  farmers  should  be  instructed  in  their  use,  many 
people  in  backward  districts  did  not  even  know  of 
•existence  of  such  a thing,  33822-3. — Very  little  was 
done  at  present  in  way  of  applying  artificial  manure, 
some  fanners  did.  a little,  33824. — Instructors  went 
round  different  districts  from  Department  of  Agni- 
•culture  and  Technical  Instruction,  but  witness 
thought  those  districts  were  not  numerous  enough, 
33825. — Lectures  in  some  cases  were  well  attended, 
but  were  not  always  held  in  most  suitable  districts, 
there  were  very  few  holdings  with  sufficient  manure 
for  working,  33826. — Sometimes  beneficial  results  had 
been  experienced  from  lectures,  want  of  education 
caused  some  people  to  think  old-fashioned  methods 
good  enough,  33827. 

Resident  Instructor  of  more  Use  than  Itinerant 
Instructor. 

Witness  had  contemplated  advantage  of  having  in- 
structors resident  in  district  as  compared  with  iti- 
nerant instructors,  and  thought  more  benefit  would 


SMYTH,  Mr.  THOMAS  F. — continued. 

accrue  from  former,  33828-9.— One  practical  instruc- 
tor was  needed  for  different  parts  of  Mohill  Union, 
showing  people  practical  work,  33830. — It  would 
mean  enormous  staff  of  instructors,  but  different  dis- 
tricts could  be  taken  on,  say  one  poor  law  union  for 
two  years,  until  people  were  sufficiently  educated,  it 
was  no  good  coming  to  district,  and  then  going  away 
and  not  returning  for  twelve  months,  instructor  should 
give  lectures  constantly  for  certain  period,  and  when 
practical  results  were  derived  go  elsewhere,  33831.— 
There  were  in  Leitrim  the  Mohill  and  Manorhamilton 
Unions,  with  portions  of  Kin  lough,  Canrick-on-Shan- 
non,  and  Bawnboy,  33832. — Witness  thought  tillage 
was  in  normal  state  in  Leitrim  without  much  in- 
crease or  decrease,  33833. — On  the  whole  witness 
thought  system  of  agriculture  was  improving,  and 
some  men  had  adopted  more  modern  methods  with 
good  results,  33834. 

Theoretical  Instruction  of  Little  Use  Without 

Practice. — Model  Farm  Might  be  Solb  When  it 

had  Served  its  Purpose. 

Theoretical  instruction  was  lilt  tie  good  without 
practice,  witness  would  like  instructor  to  have  farm 
of  average  size  in  central  part,  <and  oarry  out  system 
of  tillage  or  manuring  for  people’s  practical  instruc- 
tion, choosing  different  districts,  cast-iron  system  was 
not  desirable,  33839-41. — A practical  man  with  small 
farm  free  to  ask  people  in  neighbourhood  to  observe 
on  his  farm  how  different  classes  of  land  were  worked 
and  different  classes  of  animals  kept,  according  to 
suitability  might  be  good  system,  but  could  not  be 
permanent  unless  man  oould  get  farm  elsewhere, 
33842. — If  place  were  well  managed  as  a farm  it 
could  be  sold  when  it  had  served  purpose  and  brought 
each  locality  up  to  fair  standing,  33843-4. — There 
might  be  failure  of  crops,  but  man  who  gave  instruc- 
tion could  not  control  weather  or  such  causes  of 
failure,  33845-6. 

Application  of  Lime. 

As  to  application  of  lime,  kilns  which  had  been 
common  throughout  Leitrim,  were  disappearing,  wit- 
ness did  not  approve  of  -application  of  lime  to  land 
without  sufficient  manure  -as  well ; South  Leitrim  soil 
was,  besides,  not  suited  to  use  of  lime,  33835. — Far- 
mers had  not  been  able  to  buy  enough  manure  to  use 
with  lime,  and  now  approved  more  of  artificial 
manures,  use  of  which  was  being  substituted  for 
that  of  lime,  33836-8. 

Spraying. 

As  to  spraying,  people  were  not  sufficiently  en- 
lightened about  it,  though  it  had  done  a great  deal 
of  good  in  that  part  of  the  country,  it  could  be  done 
very  well  by  spraying  machine,  but  in  many  dis- 
tricts people  used  besoms  or  brushes  of  heather  for 
want  of  machines,  which  was  far  less  efficacious, 
they  also  thought  one  spraying  was  sufficient,  it  was 
better  than  nothing,  but  not  enough  to  protect  crop, 
it  should  be  done  in  all  oases  twice,  and  witness  had 
seen  crops  sprayed  three  times  repay  owner  a hun- 
dred-fold, 33848. — Even  in  very  wet  climate,  such  as 
Leitrim,  man  could  always  find  days  fine  enough  to 
do  spraying,  four  or  five  hours  would  be  sufficient, 
33849. — One  great  disadvantage  was  want  of  spray- 
ing machines,  farmers  came  into  towns  to  hire  them, 
and  there  often  were  not  enough  to  go  round,  three' 
or  four  farmers  ought  to  join  together  to  get 
machine,  33850. 

’•  Cottage  Industries  needed. 

"With  regard  to  cottage  industries  there  were  none 
in  South  Leitrim,  and  their  promotion  would  give 
employment  to  young  men  and  women  who  were  now 
forced  to  go  to  England  or  .Scotland  to  earn  living, 
33851. — Basket-making  from  osiers  could  be  taught, 
with  weaving,  knitting,  etc.,  33852. — Witness  was 
quite  aware  that  an  industry  not  self-supporting 
could  not  be  kept  up  permanently,  but  would  like  to 
see  some  started,  believing  there  were  some  which 
could  be  hopefully  started,  33852-5. — The  osier  in- 
dust-ry  and  weaving  by  hand-looms  could  be  tried, 
33856. 

Lace-Making. 

There  had  been  lace  industry  class,  being  in  charge 
of  the  nuns,  but  it  had  to  be  closed,  os  it  got  no  as- 
sistance from  Department  of  Agriculture,  338o7. 
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was  not  in  a,  scheduled  area,  33859.— The  nuns  who 
had  learned  art  of  lace-making  were  quite  competent 
to  give  instruction,  33860.—  Numbers  of  girls  were 
anxious  to  go  on,  but  they  were  crippled  for  want  of 
funds,  33861. 

Basket-Making. 

There  was  land  in  this  district  very  suitable  for 
crowing  osiers,  33863.— There  were  numbers  of  small 
farmers  who  grew  osiers  for  their  own  purposes  and 
made  their  own  baskets,  33863.— Those  made  in  dis- 
trict now  were  not  class  of  basket  which  could  be  put 
in  market,  when  peeled’  the  osiers  would  make  ordi- 
nary shop  baskets,  33864.— Witness  believed  there 
would  be  demand  for  baskets  if  well  made,  so  that 
industry  would  be  substantial  one,  33865,  33868.— 
There  was  ample  land  suitable  for  growing  osiers, 
which,  as  witness  was  aware,  were  one  of  most  profit- 
able crops  possible,  given  demand  for  them,  33866-7. 
—Osiers  could  be  grown  plentifully  on  marshy  land, 
33870 Witness  was  not  aware  mat  boxes  had  al- 

most ' entirely  taken  place  of  hampers  in  many 
places  in  England  and  Ireland,  hampers  were 
as  much  in  demand  as  ever,  33876. — There 
were  no  osier  beds  in  the  district,  witness 
saw  baskets  and  hampers  used  as  much  as 
ever,  33877-8.— ’Witness  did  not  know  of  any  suc- 
cessful basket  industry  in  the  county,  had  suggested 
basket-making  from  statistics  in  connection  with 
trade,  which  he  read  from  time  to  time,  33879-0. — 
Did  not  think  project  'had  ever  been  brought  definitely 
before  any  public  body,  33871. — •Suggested  it  as  an 
improvement,  if  not  e.  very  important  one,  which 
could  be  introduced  into  that  part  of  South  Leitrim, 
33872. — Thought  these  industries  could  be  made  to 
compete  in  prospects  of  remuneration,  etc.,  with  at- 
tractions of  United  States,  at  present  cottage  indus- 
tries would  ’be  great  help  and  would  be  means  of 
training  people  for  larger  industries,  33873. — Lack  of 
employment  and  unremunerative  wages  were  chief 
causes  of  emigration,  33874. — Methods  under  discus- 
sion to  raise  rate  of  remuneration  and  increase  ex- 
tent of  employment  would  be  likely  to  have  material 
effect  upon  amount  of  emigration,  33876. 

Improvement  in  Breed  op  Horses,  Cattle,  and 
Poultry  and  Instruction  in  Marketing  Dairy 
Produce  Suggested. 


Breeds  of  horses,  cattle,  and  poultry  should  be  im- 
proved and  people  instructed  liow  to  market  eggs, 
butter,  etc.,  while  instruction  should  also  be  given  in 
dairying  and  kindred  employments,  33880. — It  had 
been  done  of  late  years  in  Ireland,  but  witness  would 
like  to  see  more  done,  33881. — Witness  had  seen  bene- 
fit from  instruction  in  isolated  cases,  but  it  had  not 
yet  been  done  in  full  detail,  he  would  say  benefit  was 
commensurate  with  expenditure,  33883-4. 


Parish  Committees,  additional  supervision  sug- 
gested— Criticism  of  constitution  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Witness  wished  to  touch  upon  matter  of  Parish 
Committees  and  thought  more  supervision  should  be 
exercised  over  them  by  Congested  Districts  Board  ; he 
himself  lived  in  congested  electoral  division,  for  which 
he  was  District  Councillor,  and  was  not  notified  of 
single  meeting  of  Parish  Committee ; there  were 
elections  from  year  to  year  and  witness  knew  for  a 
fact  that  grants  had  been  denied  to  people  who  would 
have  derived  more  benefit  from  them  than  the  people 
who  actually  received  them ; these  people  who  were 
refused  would  corroborate  statement,  33883,  33885, 
33890. — Witness  considered  he  should  be  ex-officio 
member  of  the  Committee  as  representative  of  con- 
gested district  electoral  division,  33884. — Shopkeepers 
were  excluded  from  Committee,  but  that  was  not  rea- 
son, as  witness  was  not  shopkeeper,  nor  any  of  his 
family  ; it  was  a matter  of  local  spite,  33885-6,  33900. 
—Witness  had  not  called  attention  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  to  it  till  lately,  when  writing  to  them  for 
some  facts  he  got  list  of  composition  of  Parish  Com- 
mittees, etc.,  33887. — Case  had  not  yet  been  sifted  by 
Congested  Districts  Board,  33889. — Parish  Committee 
was  established  about  three  years  ago ; at  first  estab- 
lishment witness  was  just  co-opted  member  of  Rural 
District  Council,  but  in  1905  was  elected  for  this  par- 
ticular district,  33891-2. — Was  not  summoned  to  any 
proceedings  of  Committee  when  it  was  started  in  1904, 
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but  in  1905  got  communication  once  or  twice  and 
went  to  one  meeting,  which  had  begun  before  he 
arrived,  and  had  received  no  communication  since ; 
notice  to  attend  had  been  received  on  two  occasions, 
33893-6. — No  notices  had  been  received  since  Sep- 
tember of  previous  year ; witness  could  not  know  when 
meetings  were  to  be  held,  33897-8.— Other  members 
were  being  summoned,  33899. — Witness  had  not  at 
bn  early  stage  brought  this  under  Board’s  notice,  as 
he  hoped  right  would  prevail  in  the  end  ; coming  over 
from  London  in  March  last  -had  called  at  Board’s 
office  in  Dublin  and  got  rules  of  Parish  Committees 
to  look  into  matter,  33901.— Good  work  had  been  done 
by  Parish  Committees,  and  money  had  been  well 
spent  in  Roscommon,  Leitrim,  and  other  places  that 
witness  knew  ; buildings  had  been  improved  and  so 
on,  33902. 


Migration. 

As  to  question  of  migration,  witness  knew  and 
regretted  reluctance  on  part  of  Irish  people  to  leave 
holdings ; some  evicted  tenants  would  not  consent  to 
take  any  farm  but  that  from  which  they  were  evicted  ; 
some  people  were  glad  to  migrate,  but  greater  pro- 
portion were  opposed  to  it,  33903. — Sentiment  had 
something  to  do  with  this ; many  people,  however, 
never  had  it  proposed  to  them,  33904. — Witness  did 
not  think  migration  as  means  of  relieving  congestion 
would  be  hindered  by  fear  on  people’s  part  that  they 
would  not  be  well  treated  by  small  holders  in  counties 
to  which  they  were  migrated ; Irish  people  were  very 
hospitable  to  each  other,  33905-8. 

Distribution  of  Land — Claims  of  Migrants  v.  Sons 

of  Tenants. 

When  Congested  Districts  Board  purchased  big 
estate  the  first  claim  on  that  farm  or  ranch  would  be 
that  of  uneconomic  holders  in  district,  33909. — In  con- 
sidering second  claim,  whether  rest  of  land  should  be 
appropriated  by  Board  to  migrants  from  other  dis- 
tricts, or  to  farmers’  sons  of  the  county,  witness 
thought  local  needs  of  every  district  should  be  best 
suited  by  following  lines  recommended  to  that  dis- 
trict ; in  some  localities  young  men  might  not  apply, 
33910-12. — In  case  of  competition  for  balance  of  land 
by  these  two  classes  of  people,  sons  of  tenants  should 
get  it,  as  otherwise  they  would  emigrate  to  America, 
33913. — Relief  of  congestion  was  more  urgent  claim 
than  that  of  sons  of  tenants  ; if  possible,  both  should 
l>e  combined  ; it  was  hard  to  know  which  should  have 
first  claim,  33914-6. — It  would  seem  that  body  dealing 
with  congestion  should  not  be  tied  down  in  certain 
circumstances  to  giving  holdings  to  sons  of  tenant*, 
but  should  have  free  hand,  33917. — It  was  hypo- 
thetical ease  and  required  more  evidence  to  be  given ; 
the  circumstances  did  not  prevail  in  witness’s  district 
to  any  great  extent,  33918-9. — Some  tenants  in  that 
district  would  be  willing  to  migrate  to  distance  it 
they  got  larger  holdings,  but  many  would  not,  33920. 
— Case  of  evicted  tenants  already  mentioned  applied 
to  others  who  would  not  go  to  other  holdings  unless 
their  position  were  to  be  greatly  improved ; this  was 
due  to  want  of  education,  in  witness’s  opinion,  33921- 
2. — Witness’s  view  was  that  authority  appointed  to 
relieve  congestion  must  give  opportunities  for  people 
to  escape  from  misery  of  district,  as  far  as  possible, 
but  if  people  refused  to  avail  themselves  of  oppor- 
tunities public  responsibility  would  then  end,  33923-4. 

Class  of  Land. 

A.  great  deal  of  the  land  was  very  shallow  and  quite 
unfit  for  grazing  and  meadowing ; would  produce  no 
crops  at  all,  except  for  great  care  bestowed  on  it  by- 
farmers,  33695. — Depth  of  soil  varied  from  4 and  5 
inches  to  9 and  10  inches,  and  sometimes  was  less  tha» 
4 or  5 ; cause  attributed  was  that  people  had  had 
no  manure  and  therefore  used  to  burn  land  to  have 
ashes  for  manure,  which  reduced  land  to  great  extent-, 
33696. — Cultivation  by  tenant  on  land  referred  to  was 
for  grass  growing,  33697. 


WALLACE.  Mr.  R. 

Mohill  Union  should  be  Scheduled. 
Witness  resided  at  Clantnorris,  Dromod,  and  was 
appointed  there  as  representing  the  Mohill  Rural 
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District  Council,  33925-6.— Was  Chairman  of  Board 
of  Guardians  and  of  a Parish  Committee,  member 
of  County  Committee  and  of  local  Drainage  Boards, 
and  Chairman  of  an  Agricultural  Bank,  considered 
that  Mohill  Union  should  be  scheduled  as  congested 
district  on  ground  that  it  was  just  as  poverty-stricken 
as  area  so  scheduled.  33927-8. — Parish  Committee1,  of 
which  witness  was  Chairman,  had  only  one  division, 
Cashel,  the  smallest  in  union,  adjoining  electoral 
divisons  were  as  congested,  in  Rooskey,  every  occupier 
of  land  was  the  owner  of  it,  33928. — These  occupiers 
had  all  purchased,  and  it  would  be  a great  boon  to 
them  if  district  were  scheduled,  that  they  might  get 
benefits  of  grant,  in  Cashel,  there  would  soon  be  no 
persons  to  apply  for  the  grants  to  Parish  Committee, 
because  they  would  all  be  supplied,  33929-30. — Posi- 
tion would  soon  be  arrived  at  that  Cashel  had  done 
its  work  as  far  as  Parish  Committee  could  do  it, 
33931. 

Raising  Valuation  of  those  eligible  for  Grants 
from  £7  to  £10. 

The  same  principles  ought  then1  to  be  applied  to 
Rooskey,  in  Cashel  also  it  would  be  advisable  to 
raise  valuation  of  those  available  for  grants  from 
£7  to  £10,  as  man  with  latter  valuation  was  often  in 
as  much  need  of  grant  as  former,  33932. 

Question  of  Raising  Valuation  of  Those  Eligible 
for  Grants  from  £7  to  £10. 

Committee  did  not  help  anybody  over  £7  valuation, 
but  were  most  anxious  to  enlarge  that  limit  to  £10, 
even  without  increasing  their  funds,  33968-9. — This 
would  decrease  amount  which  could  be  given  in  each 
case,  unless  grants  were  increased,  which  would  be 
desirable,  33970-1. — If  Congested  Districts  Board  re- 
fused to  increase  grant  for  this  purpose  witness  would 
still  be  in  favour  of  extending  area  from  £7  to  £10, 
because  latter  man  often  needed  help  equally,  some 
times  more  than  smaller  man,  33972. 

Discretionary  Power  for  Parish  Committee. 

Witness  thought  Parish  Committee  should  have 
some  discretion  to  deal  with  men  who  were  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  its  help  at  present  by  not  being 
able  to  supply  two-thirds  of  estimate  in  order  to  get 
one-third  from  Congested  Districts  Board,  33932.— In 
case  of  widow  with  children  who  might  be  unable  to 
do  anything  for  homestead,  for  example,  there  should 
be  dispensing  powers,  33933-4.— There  must  be  standard 
-but  there  should  be  some  exceptions,  33935. — Power 
to  make  these  exceptions  might  be  left  entirely  to 
Parish  Committee,  or  to  some  independent  body  such 
as  Congested  Districts  Board,  or  representation  of, 
and  in  consultation  with  Parish  Committee,  33936.— 
Witness  would  like  to  see  almost  whole  parish  under 
operations  of  the  Committee,  33937.— The  Parish 
Committee  in  this  district  was  doing  well,  witness 
considered  system  an  excellent  one,  33938-9.— They 
hail  not  yet  passed  from  improvement  of  homesteads 
to  improvement  of  farms,  drainage  had  been  done  in 
improvement  of  homestead  in  some  cases,  33940. — 
Parish  Committee  could  not  be  improved  upon,  as 
machinery  through  which  to  give  grants  and  prizes  for 
drainage  of  poor  holdings,  33941.— It  took  in  best 
men  m Lhe  parish  for  the  work,  and  had  advantage 
that  local  men  of  public  spirit  and  knowledge  had 
,TP"rt‘lmtc;es  of  suggesting  what  should  be  done, 
33942-4.  system  resulted  in  getting  great  deal  of 
work  done  in  proportion  to  grant,  more  so  than  in 
other  systems  in  vogue  at  present,  33945. 

Sanitary  Work  of  Parish  Committee  and  Public 
Health  Officers. 


Grants  were  not  given  for  improvement  of  dweli 
mgs,  m cases  where  manure  heaps  were  allowed  t 
remain  close  up  to  houses,  such  cases  had  been  foum 
when  Parish  Committee  first  started,  33946-7.— It  wa 
true  that  duty  of  sanitary  officers  was  to  see  tlies 
manure  heaps  removed,  and  that  Parish  Committe 
was  doing  what  sanitary  officers  had  failed  to  do 
though  paid  for  doing  it  out  of  the  rates,  33948  - 
Sanitary  officers  did  not  do  much  in  this  respect  unles 
their  attention  was  directed  to  special  cases  as  wliei 
there  was  epidemic,  witness  did  not  think  work  o 


Parish  Committee  had  made  them  more  active,  they 
did  not  as  a rule  do  very  much,  33949-52.— They 
brought  prosecutions,  when  ordered  by  the  Board,  but 
prosecutions  generally  failed,  this  had  happened  at 
Mohill  on  last  occasion,  33953-4. — It  was  fault  of 
bench  of  magistrates,  rather  than  of  sanitary  officers 
33955-6. — The  best  system  was  to  make  certain  im- 
provements which  people  wished  for  contingent  upon 
these  sanitary  works  being  previously  carried  out 
33957. — No  grants  were  made  for  the-  sanitary  ar- 
rangements, Committee  simply  refused  to  proceed 
until  they  were  done,  33958-9. 

Drainage  Improvements  carried  out  by  Parish 
Committee. 

Drainage,  improvements  to  dwellings  and  out-offices 
were  also  carried  out  through  Parish  Committee,  33960. 
— The  main  drains  passing  through  -witness’s  electoral 
division,  which  was  smallest  division  in  Mohill  Union, 
were  the  ones  attended  to;  Committee  could  not  go 
outside  these,  33961. — The  drains  took  away  water 
which  before  remained  stagnant  iii  the  fields.  33962-3. 
— It  was  really  part  of  arterial  drainage,  33964.— It 
would  be  excellent  way  of  spending  money  to  deal 
with  drainage  in  larger  way,  but  arterial  drainage 
was  an  expensive  thing,  33965. — Net-  amount  of  grants 
made  to  3lst  March,  1905,  was  £25  8s.  Ad. ; witness 
thought  three  times  that  amount  of  work  was  done 


Local  Drainage  Boards  and  Drainage  Charges. 

Witness  was  member  of  local  Drainage  Board;  there 
were  two  Boards  in  South  Leitrim,  the  Rinn  and 
Blackriver,  and  the  Eslin,  33973. 

Recommendations  of  Arterial  Drainage  Com- 
mission. 

Witness  had  given  evidence  a year  previously  before 
Arterial  Drainage  Commission  in  Dublin,  who  had 
recommended  that  there  should  be  Board  of  Conserva- 
tors to  take  charge  of  main  basin  of  river  and  of  out- 
let, this  Board  to  be  composed  of  persons  elected  by 
owners  and  by  members  of  County  Council ; that  drain- 
age rate  should  be  collected  by  County  Council  and 
struck  as  separate  rate;  and  that  for  smaller  drains 
there  should  be  Drainage  Boards  electeds  by  owners ; 
that  for 'main  basin  of  rivers,  or  larger  part  of  it, 
there  s.ioukl  be  grant  from  Government  Department 
and  that  drainage  of  small  tributaries  should  be  paid 
for  by  rate  struck  on  lands  to  be  benefited,  33973-4.— 
from  witness  s experience  of  Drainage  Boards  ho 
concurred  generally  in  this  report,  33975.— Existing 
ramage  Board  was  statutory  body,  appointed  under 
sSL?1  ,™'“amTe,nt  ,and  meeting  at  stated  intervals, 
o,  33985.  Its  duties  were  to  maintain  all  the 
•ivers  in  state  of  repair  to  carry  away  water  in  con- 
nection with  works  done  forty  years  ago,  33977. 

Expenditure  by  Board  of  Works  upon  Rinn  and 
Blackriver. 

. About  twenty  years  ago  Board  failed  to  keep  works 
n proper  state  of  maintenance  and  Board  of  Works 
n\  7™? 1 1 ance  with  their  powers  in  such  case  expended 
i2  70°  upon  Rum  and  Blackriver;  at  this  time  Earl 
^ S ^State  w“  sellijlg  “ County  Leitrim  and 
nn  i?wdi  4?ud  fai;  Allowing  all  small  owners  who 
mids  were  taxed  to  repay  this  money 
rLn+  Vli°f  Wlth  5 per  cent,  added,  this  repay- 

a “8  twelve  years,  and  leaving  drainage 
V«S  unpopular  in  locality,  33977,  33999.- 
cent  33Q7fid  kn?W  reason  of  additional  5 per 
t,,  t 8Tf  ropei;ty  was  transferred  from  landlord 
r wI!lch  transfer  landlord  had  been 

obligations,  33979-80.— It  would  not  be 
! Land  Commission  to  arrange,  in  settling 
S™  Vn  whch  landlord  was  to  redeem  hi! 

T tI1®.work  involving  these  charges  took 
* l1 "5  aboub  of  transfer;  the  landlord  did 
ZdVlt  C?rtai?  dale-  but  tenants  did  not  under- 
33981  vn’  f *KSt  l00kin?  on  work  as  a boon, 
nffir!!,  v i”?  bctai  considered  whether  Treasury 
hail  frainl  rP  ,6i  fof0  remit  this  expenditure;  they 
fi  re  of  Works  vei-y  difficult  to  deal  with. 
PailS™,* ?a?  °f  Works  acting  under  Act  of 

CommiH^h  7 Were  310w  repaid,  34003-4.— Parish 
prevented  from  making  other  in- 
struct fnv  ^ *bls  bui‘den,  but  now  rate  was  being 
struck  foi  maintenance,  34005.— When  work  was 
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, . , 1M1  liad  involved  large  capital  out-  34025.— It  was  great  loss  to  district ; from  twenty  to 

undertaken  111  ^ Crowed  from  Board  of  thirty  girls  were  attending  and  making  money  out 

lay,  34006. —That  sum  was  oorrowea  « _Ac_  Qf  j,  s34026.— Capitation  grants  to  workers  were 

Works,  but  had  long  ^ P having  been  in  usually  endowments  co  those  in  charge  of  school,  34027. 

cumulated  work  in  some  -The'  teacher  was  competent,  and  committee  in 

arrear,  had  to  be  met,  anu  •> , . cliaree  did  not  appoint  another  teacher,  34028.— De- 

way,  34009.— Expen  ag  renciered  necessary  partment  had  never  given  grent,  nor  contributed  to 

of  original  cf0&*  +.naJce  340IO.— ' Witness’s  point  teacher’s  salary,  34029-30.— The  school  was  started 

by  neglect  of  . . i’i  t0  paid  in,  Con-  -without  any  grant  or  assistance  from  Department, 

was  that  memory oi  tctedas determent  to  rate-  34031.— There  was  then  application  to  pay  ordinary 

nection  with  te  which  might  be  levied  capitation  grant  that  was  paid  to  every  school,  that 

payers  from  + . :n  exDenditure  of  this  each  girl  attending  would  get  so  much  a week  , this 

for  various  improvemen  , P w , sqnan-  was  not  paid  by  Department,  34032-3. — School  was 

£2,700  witness  believed  ^l  O^  nropei-lv  spent  by  started  through  beneficent  action  of  nuns,  it  was  suc- 

dered  money  and  that  £L<>00 PJJP  ,y  p useflll  cessful,  but  when  capitation  grant  was  applied  for  it 

Drainage  Board,  would  have  produced  more  useiui  ^ re’fosed  Qn  gm/nd  that  there  was  no  recognised 

work,  34012.  teacher,  34034.— School  collapsed  from  want  of  mone- 

_ l>tT,  Tin \Tvirsr  Charges  tary  encouragement;  it  had  been  started  in  hope  of 

Local  Drainage  Board  and  Drainage  uharg  . reCeiVmg  this,  34035-7.— They  were  selling  lace  and 
Since  then,  Drainage  Board  had  levied  rates  them-  receiving  fair  price  for  it,  34038.— The  lace-making 
about  £600  for  last  few  years,  on  tlio  Buirn  lasted  one  and  a half  years ; they  received  no  assist- 
ed Blackriver ; on  that  river  and  on  Eslin,  rate  of  ance ; only  money  was  that  realised  by  sale  of  lace, 

was  levied  within  last  few  months  to  do  some  34040-1.— Position  was  that  amount  realised  for  lace 

k 33QR3  —Work  was  still  going  on  on  the  Eslin,  went  to  workers,  and  the  nuns,  and  other  demands 
but  was  completed  on  the  Blackriver,  though  badly  npon  them,  were  unable  to  continue  teacher  s services 
done,  being  insufficient  and  not  having  had  enough  without  some  recognition  from  public  body,  34042 
money  expended  on  it ; for  ttogam Reclamation  or  Bog  proposed  foe  Enlargement  of 
Government  grants  33984  33986.  It  was  noi.  at  Holdings  in  Rooskey. 

tended  to  every  year,  3308/. — U11  uppei  portion  01  , ,.  . . , . , 

drainage  district  it  was  proposed  to  drain  about  2,000  With  regard  to  Rooskey  electoral  division,  winch 
acres,  but  on  lower  portion,  which  emptied  itself  into  witness  represented,  every  man  in  it  owned  his  land  ; 


donjon’ upper  portion,  the  more  harm  was  done  to  Earl  of  Granard ; witness  considered  that  if  Congested 
lower  nortion ; water  flowed  up  more  quickly  than  it  Districts  Board  would  purchase  this  bog  at  small 
, * , ’ •+„  TAhncuvn’a  IRviitoe.  /Lain  it  it.  wmild  lift  most  valuable  addition 


i bad  ; the  more  drainage 


there  were  1,100  acres  of  bog  in  hands  of  landlord,  the 


could  get  away,  and  flooded  up  to  Johnson’s  Bridge, 
where  witness  lived,  and  spread  out  on  to  the  lands, 
33988.— Drainage  rate  now  struck  was  only  for  main- 


outlay  and  drain  it  it  would  be  most  valuable  addition 
to  small  holdings  in  neighbourhood,  because,  to  his 
own  knowledge,  such  bogs,  when  drained,  produced  fin© 


ten  ance  33989,  34013.— The  £200  mentioned  in  this  crops  of  potatoes  and  oats,  and  even  meadow,  34042. 
connection  was  only  debt  remaining,  34011.— If  main-  — Each  small  holder  should  have  small  portion  for 

tenance  were  stopped  now,  the  drainage  would  get  into  turbary,  but  when  there  were  large  tracts  the  rest 
disrepair,  bringing  about  loss  of  previous  expendi-  . should  be  vested  in  trustees,  34043.— -There  was  plenty 
tore,  34014-5.— ‘Drainage  Board,  of  which  witness  was  0f  turf  in  neighbourhood,  34044. — It  was  the  surplus 
member  was  called  into  existence  under  Act  of  1842,  which  witness  recommended  for  reclamation  ; it  would 
work  having  been  done  originally  by  Board  of  Works,  be  too  long  to  wait  for  cutaway  sole,  34045.— There 
and  duty  of  Board  was  to  maintain  those  works  m were  in  Rooskey  twenty-three  holdings  under  iA  ; 
proper  condition,  and  for  that  purpose  to  tax  lands  these  were  all  bought,  34046. — People  bought  holdings 
to  be  improved,  33990.— Works  done  by  Board  of  0f  that  size  because  they  occupied  them  and  had  no 

Works  had  not  been  properly  maintained,  and  it  then  more,  34047.— They  purchased  under  the  Ashbourne 
became  necessary  to  do  something,  so  that  Drainage  Act,  34048. — All  had  turbary,  34049.— Purchase  sug- 
Board  was  called  in;  it  was  not  question  of  capital  gested  by  witness,  for  benefit  of  small  holders,  was 
expenditure  but  of  maintenance,  33991-2.— Drainage  with  object  of  reclamation,  34050.— There  was  nothing 
Board  would  not-  have  authority  to  make  fresh  drains,  but  heather  on  it ; these  bogs  were  capable  of  pro- 
or  to  enlarge  drain  to  smallest,  degree;  there  were  ducing  better  crops  than  some  mountain  land,  34051- 
portions  of  country  much  in  need  of  it,  that  wore  not  2.— The  bogs  were  very  deep  and  the  gravel  a long  way 
on  drainage  map,  but  Board  had  no  power  to  expend  down ; it  was  flat,  but  could  be  drained,  34053-5.— 
a penny  on  these,  33993.-  Board’s  powers  were  not  Witness  thought-  draining  bogs  less  expensive  than 
constructive,  but  maintenance  powers,  33994. — There  draining  up-land ; it  was  less  laborious  to  open 
was  great  difficulty  in  creation  of  Drainage  Board,  drains,  and  as  the  purchase  price  would  not  be  large 
which  was  done  by  large  landowners  forty  years  ago,  it  would  not  be  very  expensive  proceeding,  34056.— It 
and  could  hardly  'be  done  now,  it  was  so  troublesome  was  not  of  much  service  to  Earl  of  Granard ; he  shot 
and  expensive,  33995. — It  was  very  difficult  to  consti-  over  it,  34057. 


tutc  Drainage  Boards  now,  33996. — Witness  approved 
of  recommendation  contained  in  report  referred  to  that 
largo  waterways  should  be  cleared  by  grants  from 
Government,  33997. — Also  that  small  drainage,  im- 
mediately benefiting  occupiers,  should  be  done  with 
some  liability  to  occupiers  to  pay  for  such  drainage, 


Distribution  of  Land. — Claims  of  incoming 
Congests  v.  those  of  Sons  of  Tenants. 

With  evidence  of  Mr.  Smyth,  m.f.,  as  to  grass  lands 
witness  did  not  altogether  concur;  with  regard  to 
large  tract  of  land  purchased  in  Roscommon  for  pur- 


33998. — Commission  referred  to  had  not  recommended  poses  of  migration  witness  did  not  tlnnk  that  sons  of 
that,  all  existing  Drainage  Boards  should  be  merged  Roscommon  fanners  should  get  all  that,  as  was 
in  County  Council ; 34016. — County  Counoil  would  disposition,  but  that  there  should  be  some  migration 
practically  be  responsible  for  collection  of  drainage  from  Donegal,  Leitrim,  or  other  congested  districts, 
rate,  as  already  stated,  34017.  34058.— Seriously  congested  districts,  wherever  they 

might  be,  had  first  claim  on  Congested  Districts 
Lace  Class. — Failure  for  lack  of  Monetary  En-  Board,  34059.— Witness  gave  preference  to  poverty- 
couragemf.nt.- — Teacher  not  recognised  because  stricken  districts  in  neighbourhood  of  Roscommon, 
she  had  no  Certificate.  but  to  exclude  everybody  but  Roscommon  people  would 

t>  -not  be  fair.  34060-1. — As  between  sons  of  tenants  and 
As  to  luce  class  it  tad  ceased  to  work  because  De-  ^ , COI1™sta  had  distinctly  fight  to 

“i!  »W3._A  goat  ma»y  ™ 

».**»  * *4  SSB  5 give  S.  &2«P  soTof  one  farmer! 

34021  2 C ?+  34064-6. — It  would  be  fair  to  say  that  until  all  heads 

Wfw  I*®  ? nn  eXCellT  • "Tk  ' 34°23™  of  families  living  upon  uneconomic  holdings  and 

Tl™611*-  WaS  m0r°  le,nient  °?  thl3t.  P01,nt'  Suing  to  migrate  had  their  claims  satisfied,  chums  of 
afterwards  becoming  more  exacting  as  to  certificates,  wium  to  »ug  ; j i -zanfi7  m.„ 
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more  claim  than  young  son  of  tenant,  but  li  son  did 
not  get  something  he  would  emigrate,  34068. — The 
father  would  not  migrate,  but  this  did  not  mean 
generally  that  he  would  go  on  living  in  great  poverty 
and  distress,  necessitating  application  of  occasional 
special  State  funds  ; it  might  apply  to  extreme  West ; 
things  were  not  in  such  bad  condition,  generally, 
34070. — Witness  was  inclined  to  say  that  these  people 
should  be  helped  before  sons  of  tenants,  34071. — In 
case  of  son  who  prevailed  on  parents  to  make  way 
smooth  for  incoming  congests  if  land  were  available, 
after  providing  for  migrants,  he  should  be  considered 
very  favourably,  34072-3. 


STEWART,  Mr.  GEORGE  F. 

Payments  of  Rents. 

Rents  were  better  paid  in  Leitrim  than  in  any 
part  of  Ireland  before  sale  of  Crofton  Estate  in  1898, 
on  which  were  600  tenants  round  Mohill ; out  of 
2,000  tenants  paying  £17,000  a year,  witness  had  re- 
ceived practically  fnll  year’s  rent  each  year  for  last 
ten  years,  34076-8. 

Valuation. 

Average  of  these  tenants  was  £8  10s.,  though  small 
they  were  relatively  more  value  than  larger  farms,  as 
they  fetched  larger  sums  where  put  up  for  sale,  in 
twenty-five  recent  cases  average  of  tenants’  interest 
was  23  and  28£  years’  purchase,  34078.— On  one  es- 
tat®  u rsest  re?t  was  £13  highest  rent  of  all  was 
£49,  but  no  other  as  high  as  £20,  34079. 

Tenant-Right. 

V alue  of  a holding  could  mot  be  measured  by  tenant- 
i’  for  advallce  eouid  be  mea- 

.sured,  34080,  34085.— Often  the  smaller  the  holding 
the  higher  the  tenant-right,  as  so  many  were  looking 
for  homes,  >m  Leitrim  £10  or  £5  farm  would  fetch 
more  than  in  other  districts,  34082-4.— Security  of 
state  was  not  based  on  agricultural  value,  but  on 
tv  , • a.^°n  to  Pay  aDnuit7,  34086— Vacant 

.ms  m landlord  s possession  would  sell  for  as  cood 
price  as  any  other  34087-8— Tenant-right  if  sold  for 
more  than  true  value,  34089— In  Denial  farms  had 
been  known  to  fetch  128  and  200  yefrs’  pSiase 
which  was  absurd,  and  could  not  represent  true  value 
of  holding,  only  competition  in  district,  34091-2  — 
as  rem  w°,riTl  rent,  did  n0t  come  from  America, 
34095  * 7 Sma  1 proP°rhon  °£  outgoings, 

State  Security. 

“."f  bo»  **“■*£  «<>t  «pon  intrinsic  value 
■of  land,  but  upon  capability  of  country  for 
annmfc.es,  34096. - Witness  thought  people  in 

P ^.?nnnitLPupon  th  m 

t0  C°mba;t  i<iea  thafc  because  hold- 
no’reeurity  ““ 

Sd  1MM0elo1‘'>r  "ot  «>■»<>  oat  oi 

t™ ",  Estate  ““  ™ W annua- 

& £ 
34102  TW.  °lfc  inake  310  appreciable  difference 

m Kildare,  34103— Average  hohW  farm 

capable  of  paying  rent-,  34105  T«  w:i  'eltfln'  was 
lienee  tenants  were  i -l  witness’s  expe- 

He  had  no  apprehensimf  wiS?  Sdlo'f  i™6- 
Unities,  34108. — Lam-  t regardto  future  an- 

enhanced  price  34100  There  °r  sm<a  foldings  had 

•«»t%  tor  adraice,  34110™23  oi*  wouli  *kow 
clia«  were  not  extravagant.  'price,* P”.-' 
tion  for  small  plots  w„  so  Wat'  *?T or.Col"J’etl- 
not  incur  any  risk,  34116.  *°  S‘'eftt  ihat  State  would 

Enlargement  of  Uneconomic  Holdings 

very  small  holdings  should  lie  enlarged  w 

«-haso  ,f  possible,  34119-20—  If  200  acre  f£?n  So 


STEWART,  Mr.  GEORGE  F. — continued. 

divided  into  twenty  ten-acre  farms  and  put  up  for 
sale  competitors  would  be  much  more  numerous  tha 
if  only  divided  into  two  farms  of  100  acres  each  and 
would  fetch  proportionately  higher  price,  34121-2 

Crofton  Estate. 

Crofton  Estate  had  been  sold  under  Act  of  1896  on 
first-term  rente,  with  4s.  9 d.  or  4s.  lOd.  reduction  on 
18^  years’  purchase,  34123— More  than  £5,000  a year 
had  been  sold,  and  everyone  had  got  turbary,  34126-7 
— ' Which  was  in  most  cases  included  in  the  rents' 
34128-9— If  bog  contained  too  small  a supply  anl 
other  bog  further  off  was  put  into  agreement,  34131  _ 
Right  of  cutting  turf  was  to  last  as  long  as  boo 
lasted,  34132— Land  Commission  had  supervision  of 
transaction,  34134— Reason  why  some  tenants  paid 
turbary  and  others  did  not  was  that  some  rents  had 
been  fixed  in  Court,  others  -not,  34135— Those  who 
had  not  been  into  Court  had  free  turbary,  34136  __ 
Small  farms  afforded  good  security  for  reasonable 
advances  made  by  Land  Commission,  34138.— Only 
town  of  Mohill  and  town  parks  round  it  had  been  re- 
tained, rest  of  Crofton  estate  had  been  sold,  34140 

Terms  of  sale  had  been  good,  but  not  better  than 
would  be  and  ought  to  be  got  -now,  34143— Interest 
l?61'  cent’  Now  it  was  3-i  per  cent,, 

34145—  First  term  tenants  would  not  buy  at  234 
years’  purchase,  they  were  ready  to  sell  at  six  shil- 
lings and  four  shillings  reduction  ; six  shillings 
reduction  was  only  21£  years’  purchase,  34148— Those 
who  were  buying  now  were  paying  practicaly  the  same 
as  Crofton  tenants,  as  different  number  of  years’  pur- 
chase made  up  for  larger  reduction,  34150— Under 
Ashbourne  Act  21 4 years’  would  equal  17  years’  under 
Act  of  1903,  34151. 

Untenantbd  Land  in  Leitrim. 

Creation  of  peasant  proprietory  had  resulted  in 
making  people  improve  their  holdings,  in  Leitrim 
there  were  no  grass  lands,  Mr.  GinnelPs  Parliamen- 
tary _ Return  was  misleading,  as  lands  mentioned 
tnerein  were  either  bogs,  mountain,  or  water,  34152. 
—There  was  no  tenanted  land  on  eleven  months’  sys- 
tem, 34155-6— Tenants  would  not  leave  homes  to 
migrate  to  untenanted  land  in  other  counties,  34156 
'Commission  had  found  that  people  who  could  mi- 
grate themselves  were  anxious  to  migrate,  34158— 
ywm  dlstnot  from  which  witness  was  collect- 
ing £17,000  rent  there  was  no  grass  farm,  34162— 
liie  grass  in  Leitrim  was  to  be  found  in  mixed 
T5ns:, of  which  there  were  many,  in  farms  of  all 
?lzes  “‘®ProPor 1:1033  under  grass  would  be  as  five  to 
two,  36164— On  Clements,  Crofton,  and  Whyte  es- 
tates  no  rent  had  been  received  for  grass  farms,  al- 
3 ,fkereT  S3‘ass  on  all,  34165— Unless  de- 
S8®1*  were  -taken  in  there  was  no 
land  suitable  for  migration  in  Leitrim,  34166— There 

^1678  — A+m-n^  200  f,,5  ‘w,ith  a Sood  deal  of  grass, 

, -i  - 4t  Diomard  there  was  one  grass  farm 

tenaifc3lw  nOW1bee?  sold  to  several  people,  not 
tenants  but  people  who  had  come  in  and  bought  it, 

34169*73  n6Ver  °n  eIeven  months’  system, 

Mohill  Holdings. 

W diyision  Mohill  there  were  262  hold- 

% ?d  f°LnXC*ed  £4  va*uation,  83  were  be- 
over  conn*  alld-,£1?’  onl7  one  was  over  £100,  nothing 

not  exist  M175  tllat  ^'azin°  farra  did 

04175— Eleven  months’  grazing  did  not 
come  on  rate-books  at  all,  34178— Value  of  turbary 
to  -h  very  great  Help 

Svittot  ^t^ot,  difficulty  was  to  prevent  sub- 
tui-f  iaims>  34179- — In  migration  supply  of 

Irwvil  i+i.  v, , *“• — tiieie  were  coal  mines  in 
o»5»?  irP  ',veveriIse,i  coal>  34183-5— Land- 
demesnes  ,n,^i  k?  to  sell  untenanted  land,  not 

cXs»:"4are  •*  f“  ^ 

Industries. 

Wfa‘B1S,mS  0,T,“<i“«es  v,s  Miqmred  to  relim 
•aericultniwl  Dlggos  had  promoted  creameries, 

aild  keeping,  which  had  been 

S Zrii.wt  ; “”ng  induslq,  mold 

oveff  inn  ’ 4nona  Mining  Company  employed 
°™  100  ‘ 54186._Pureh.re  of  estate  had 
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been  followed  by  undue  cutting  of  timber,  that  ought 
to  be  regulated,  34186-7.— Bee-keeping  had  been  suc- 
rp«ful  and  could  be  made  more  so  near  bogs,  .as 
Ether  honey  fetched  best  prices,  34188,  34189.- 
Vrwma  Mining  Company  had  satisfactory  business, 
*4190  _Coal  went  as  far  as  Longford,  Cavan,  and 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  34191.— Railway  to  mine  would 
n rob  ably  increase  business,  as  coal  had  to  be  carted 
Siree  miles,  34193-4,  34202.— Quality  of  coal  was 
„ood  anthracite,  and  area  large,  it  was  used  on  the 
light  railway,  34195-201.— ‘More  coal  coukl  be  dis- 
uMed  of  if  price  could  be  lowered  to  meet  competi- 
tion with  Welsh  coal,  34203. 

Question  of  Zones. 

Abolition  of  zones  under  Act  of  1903,  even  in  con- 
gested districts,  would  be  fatal  to  working  of  Act, 
landowners  would  be  unwilling  to  sell  if  they  were 
uncertain  of  price,  34204-5,  34215.— Thougli  estates 
were  passing  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant  whaeh 
needed  great  improvement,  .and  that  was  a bad  thing 
if  they  were  rundale  farms,  34206-9. — In  Crofton  Es- 
tate there  had  been  inspection,  but  it  had  no  effect, 
as  every  farm  passed,  34210. — Perpetuation  of  run- 
dale  could  not  be  a good  thin",  34211-2.— Estate  even 
sliglitlv  in  rundale  might  need  to  be  improved,  34213. 
—Zones  from  landlord’s  point  of  view  accelerated 
sales,  gave  greater  certainty,  &c.,  but  from  tenant’s 
point  of  view  inspection  and  consequent  improvement 
was  better,  34216. — Witness  did  not  know  of  any  case 
under  lvis  management  where  it  would  be  any  harm 
to  sell  the  estate  direct,  as  he  had  no  very  poor  es- 
tates to  deal  with,  34218-9.— In  his  experience  Act 
was  working  well,  and  if  zones  were  taken  out  of  it 
it  would  check  working  enormously,  34221. — Act 
could  be  amended  to  deal  with  particular  estates,  hut 
if  zones  generally  were  abolished  landlords  would  re- 
fuse to  sell,  as  they  would  not  know  what  they  were 
going  to  get  until  after  re-valuation,  34223, — Party 
interested  in  advancing  money  would  know  nature 
of  security,  as  same  authority  which  fixed  rent  would 
value  farm,  as  Land  Commission  and  Estates  Com- 
missioners were  nearly  the  same,  34224. — It  was  the 
element  of  uncertainty  which  would  hinder  sales, 
34226-7. — Signing  of  agreement  was  basis  of  land- 
lord’s willingness  to  sell  and  tenants  to  buy,  and  from 
that  time  until  sale  was  completed  landlord  received 
only  interest  on  purchase  money,  34228-30. — If  es- 
tate was  encumbered  landlord  had  to  meet  charges, 
and  if  after  inspection  Land  Commission  did  not  ap- 
prove, arrears  would  have  accumulated,  as  interest 
was  less  than  former  rent,  if  Commissioners  did  not 
accept  estate  landlord  had  either  to  sell  at  low  price 
or  to  resume  possession  with  arrears,  thus  accentuat- 
ing difficulties  between,  landlord  and  tenant,  34231-2. 
—Estate  Commissioners  were  an  interested  party  in 
fixing  price,  as  they  had  to  secure  State  first  of  all, 
34234-6. — Land  Commission  represented  Treasury, 
and  were  pecuniarily  interested  as  trustees,  34237-8. — 
Land  Commission  never  raised  price  of  farm,  but 
said  that  either  vendor  was  asking  too  much,  or  that 
it  was  all  right,  34240-1. — Uneconomic  holdings 
should  not  be  stereotyped,  but  it  was  possible  to  main- 
tain zones,  and  yet  get  over  difficulty  of  stereotyping 
poverty,  34242-3. — Abolition  of  zones  would  prob- 
ably stop  purchase,  34244. — Under  existing  law  land- 
lords could  not  re-arrange  holdings  or  change  rundale 
without  consent  of  tenants,  34245-9. — But  with  con- 
sent of  tenants  it  could  and  had  been  done,  34250.— 
It  was  unfair  that  one  of  parties  to  bargain  should 
fix  price,  though  Commissioners  were  not  buying  for 
theiriselves,  but  for  State,  if  there  were  substantial 
loss  owing  to  non-payment  of  annuitiees  they  would 
be  blamed,  34255. — Commissioners  were  appointed  not 
to  make  good  bargain,  but  to  discharge  a public  duty 
efficiently,  34257.— -There  was  danger  of  County  Coun- 
cils intervening  to  stop  land  purchase  if  there  were 
default,  as  default  would  fall  on  ratepayers  of  county, 
34258.— That  would  be  as  serious  as  abolition  of 
zones,  34260. — Zones  applied  only  to  tenanted  land, 
34261.— They  did  not  apply  to  Congested  Districts 
Board  purchasers,  as  improvements  on  congested  es- 
tates were  desirable,  34262. — .Board  was  an  improving 
authority,  34265. — And  had  mot  had  any  difficulty  in 
•dealing  with  owners,  though  zones  did  not  apply  in 
their  case,  34267. 

Mortgaged  Estates. 

Witness  thought  it  unreasonable  that  mortgaged 
•estates  should  be  sold  cheaper  than  unencumbered 
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ones,  as  mortgages  were  often  paid  off,  and  tenants 
were  financially  gainers  by  sale,  34267. — Even  though 
they  had  exchanged  indulgent  landlord  who  did  not 
press  for  rent  for  strict  State,  which  demanded  punc- 
tual payment,  34270-1. — Even  if  tenant's  livelihood 
were  precarious  he  was  gaineT,  as  he  got  whole  place 
for  nothing,  34272. — Generations  of  same  family  had 
lived  on  farms  in  the  past,  and  probably  would  in 
the  future,  34273-4. — Tenants  on  well-managed  pro- 
perties where  there  was  great  strictness  were  better 
off  than  tenants  whose  landlords  allowed  them  to  get 
into  arrears,  34276. — Tenants  really  lost  nothing  by 
being  under  strict  enforcement  of  payment  by  State, 
34278. — There  was  no  machinery  under  Act  of  1903 
for  relaxation  of  obligation  in  case  of  unforeseen 
misfortunes,  such  as  famine  or  fishery  failure,  hut 
State  would  have  to  meet  such  a state  of  affair’s, 
34280-83. — Purchase  system  was  unfortunate  in  view 
of  unpreventable  contingencies,  but  it  had  become  ne- 
cessary, 34284. 


Flotation  of  Money. 

Difficulty  about  flotation  of  money,  which  meant 
charging  the  counties,  was  one  of  the  gravest  condi- 
tions which  had  to  be  faced,  as  it  was  likely  to  block 
sales,  Land  Stock  did  not  stand  at  its  proper  price  in 
relation  to  Consols,  it  ought  to  be  93  instead  of  85, 
as  it  was,  reasons  given  by  stockbrokers  seemed  in- 
adequate, as  both  were  secured  by  Government,  if 
Irish  1-and  Stock  stood  at  93  At  would  ease  whole 
financial  difficulty  which  .arose  from  loss  on  flotation 
of  stock,  Treasury  should  remedy  defect,  34286.— Mr. 
Mullins,  stockbroker  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
said  reason  for  difficulty  was  .that  Consols  were  more 
quickly  realisable  than  Guaranteed  Land  Stock,  Con- 
sols had  a special  market,  many  banks  were  forced  to 
hold  their  reserves  in  Consols,  and  that  led  to  de- 
mand, financial  arrangements  of  Act  had  been  taken 
on  basis  of  stock  being  taken  .as  worth  95,  34287-8. — 
Land  'Stock  could  be  registered  both  in  Bank  of  Eng- 
land and  Bank  of  Ireland  as  'Consols  could,  if  Chan- 
cellor of  Exchequer  were  to  buy  millions  of  Irish 
Land  Stock  yearly  as  he  bought  millions  of  Consols 
it  would  help  to  put  price  up,  34289. — In  Consols 
there  were  £700,000,000,  in  Irish  Land  Stock  only 
15.000,000  so  far,  34290.—  Chancellor  could  buy  up 
to' 95  without  loss,  34291.— Witness  was  afraid  that 
people  in  England  would  think  that  low  price  of 
stock  was  due  to  default  of  payment,  which  it  was 
not,  34292.— Fear  was  not  that  call  on  guarantee 
would  affect  stock,  but  that  purchase  would  he 
checked,  34293-4.— As  what  tenants  would  gain  on 
one  hand  they  would  lose  on  another,  34295. — People 
might  also  have  idea  that  Irish  tenants  were  paying 
loo  much  for  l-and,  34296. 


DOLAN,  Rev.  PATRICK. 

Drainage. 

In  Auglianas  Electoral  Division  much  damage  was 
done  by  floods  from  tributaries  of  Black  or  Cloone 
River ; drainage  needed  much  attention ; about 
seventy-five  parties  were  aggrieved;  to  take  One 
example,  tenant  had  meadow  and  pasture  land  ad- 
joining one  stream,  but  floods  drove  in  sand  and 
gravelf  which  injured  hay,  and  some  five  or  six 
beasts  died,  and  rest  of  stock  had  to  be  sold;  losses 
were  sometimes  £20  a year ; his  valuation  was  slightly 
over  £20  a year,  34297. — Application  had  been  made 
to  Congested  Districts  Board  for  help  to  carry  out 
drainage  and  they  had  agreed  to  pay  half,  tenants 
agreeing  to  do  other  half  ; one  landlord,  Mr.  John 
Madden,  of  Hilton  Parle,  Clones,  refused  consent  as  he 
was  negotiating  sale  of  estate,  so  Board  refused  assist- 
ance until  all  legal  obligations  were  satisfied,  34298-9. 
— Board  required  consent  of  landlords  to  guard  against 
damage  resulting  from  drainage,  though  tenants  had 
undertaken  to  incur  legal  risks  on  part  of  Mr. 
Madden ; this  delay  was  causing  great  suffering, 
34300. — Powers  were  needed  to  deal  with  drainage 
questions,  34301. — People  in  district  had  agreed  to 
carry  out  drainage  of  river  as  it  passed  by  their  own 
lands  by  deepening  river  and  widening  banks, 
34303-6. — People  could  manage  it  themselves  assisted 
by  Congested  Districts  Board,  34307.— Engineers  were 
not  required,  34308. — One  big  piece  of  blasting  was 
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required,  but  allowance  had  been  made  for  that, 
34311. — Board  had  no  particular  obstruction  in  mind, 
it  was  their  custom  to  ask  for  guarantee,  34312-3. 
— Local  Committee  would  remain  as  Standing  Com- 
mittee to  look  after  maintenance  from  time  to  time ; 
it  would  be  to  interest  of  people  to  do  it  themselves, 
34315-9. — There  would  be  no  legal  powers  to  compel 
stupid  tenant  to  do  his  share,  34320. — But  they  might 
be  coerced  to  do  their  duty,  34322. — Proposed  arrange- 
ments would  have  been  satisfactory,  34323. — Drain- 
age Board  into  whose  district  extra  flow  was  to  come 
were  not  party  to  arrangement,  34324. — They  had  not 
objected,  34325-7. — "Whole  thing  fell  through  from 
want  of  consent  of  one  landlord,  34328. 

Roads. 


were  scheduled  Board’s  idea  was  to  have  Parish  Com 
mittee  in  every  parish,  34399-400.— Some  parts  of 
Leitrim  were  fairly  prosperous,  bur  all  districts  were 
poor  enough  to  be  scheduled,  34402-5. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts  Board  should  have  absolute  discretion  as  to 
where  Parish  Committee  should  be  established,  34406-8 

Farmers’  Houses  need  Improvements. 

Means  of  improvement  should  be  forthcoming  • 
labourers  were  getting  fine  houses,  but  farmers  had 
no  opportunity  to  improve,  34409. — Difficulty  of  get- 
ting loan  from  Board  of  Works  was  very  great ; loan 
was  limited  to  three  times  valuation,  34410-1.— Con- 
gested Districts  Board  did  not  lend  money  and  never 
made  grants  above  £5,  34412. 


Roads  were  badly  wanted  to  enable  people  to  bring 
produce  to  market ; most  of  the  people  lived  off  main 
roads,  and  lanes  or  passes  to  their  holdings  were  in 
very  bad  condition,  34329. — Congested  Districts  Board 
ought  to  be  more  liberal  to  encourage  people  to  im- 
prove their  lanes ; one-sixth  of  cost  was  very  small 
grant  and  not  sufficient  encouragement,  34330-3. — 
Larger  grants  would  mean  more  useful  work,  34334. 
- -People  did  not  contribute  money,  but  labour,  34335- 
6. — These  were  not  county  roads,  District  Council  had 
no  control  over  them  and  could  give  no  assistance, 
34337-43,  34347-8. — Small  roads  running  from 

one  main  road  to  another  were  in  charge  of  District 
Council,  34344. — People  could  not  pay  higher  rates, 
they  had  to  give  labour,  34349. — Example  of  bad  road 
was  that  from  Cloone  to  Carrigallen  ; it  was  a mile 
long  and  over  100  families  lived  along  it ; they  had 
great  difficulty  in  getting  to  main  road,  34352  — 
It  was  nominally  duty  of  District  Council  to  main- 
tain road,  but  they  could  not  attend  to  all  roads 
without  putting  rates  up,  so  it  was  only  done  very 
occasionally,  perhaps  once  in  five  years,  34354-7. — If 
Board  gave  grant  for  such  road  it  would  be  better  to 
give  it  to  county  body,  34358-9. — To  prevent  division 
of  responsibility,  34360. — Roads  ought  not  to  be  re- 
paired unless  county  maintained  them,  34361. — An- 
other blind  road  had  along  sides  about  thirty  families, 
it  had  never  been  made  by  county,  34363-6. — Parish 
Committee  was  adapted  to  deal  with  such  improve- 
ments, 34370. — Cost  would  he  from  one  to  two  shil- 
lings per  yard,  34371. — If  half  were  given  by  Board 
Parish  Committee  would  see  work  carried  out,  34372. 
— Farmers  accommodated  would  have  to  keep  it  in 
repair,  34373.—  Grants  to  Parish  Committees  were  in- 
sufficient, in  many  districts  one-third  or  one-half 
would  be  required,  as  there  was  great  difficulty  in 
getting  materials,  34374. 


House  Improvement. 


Proportion  of  one-sixth  allowed  by  Board  was  not 
to  encourage  people  to  improve  premises, 
04075-6.— Valuation  of  those  helped  should  be  in- 
creased from  £7  to  £10.  34377. 


Documents  put  in  by  Dev.  Patrick  Dolan.  Voi‘vi 

A.  — Notes  of  Evidence,  . . . .270 

B.  — Short  Deport  on  Drainage  of  Divers  in 

Union  of  Moliill,  . . _ 273 
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Description  of  Witness’s  Farm. 

Witness  was  farmer  with  farm  of  twenty-eight 
statute  acres,  valuation  £12,  two  to  two  and  a half 
acres  of  which  were  worked  with  heavy  loy,  hand 
labour,  rest  was  grass,  and  hay  and  milking  cows 
were  kept,  34414-9.— It  was  Sir  Morgan  Crofton’s 
Estate,  purchased  in  1901  at  18  years’  purchase  by 
clear  tenants  and  19  by  those  in  arreai-s,  forcy-nine  un- 
economic holdings  were  on  property  of  from  four  to 
eight  Irish  acres  of  poor,  wet,  undrained  land,  drain- 
age of  Eslin  River  was  badly  needed,  road  was  needed 
through  Aughaumcarne  bog,  34419. 

Turbary. 

Turbary  had  been  fixed  at  10s.  per  annum  for 
seventy-one  years,  but  when  they  were  going  to  break 
cutaway  additional  10k.  had  xo  be  paid,  34419.— This 
was  witness’s  own  experience,  as  he  was  tenant  pur- 
chaser and  had  been  to  court,  turbarv  had  always 
been  separate  from  rent,  34420-9.— At"  time  of  sale 
£9  10s.  purchase  added  to  annuity  or  19  year's’  pur- 
chase had  to  be  paid  for  right  of  turbary,  if  broken  10s. 
a year  had  to  be  paid  for  cutaway,  34430-9.— Land 
Commissioners  were  forcing  tenant  proprietors  to  pay 
more  than  had  been  agreed  upon  if  they  wanted  cuta- 
way to  till,  34440-2. — Fresh  agreement  Ixad  to  be  signed 
if  bog  was  tilled*  34447. — Explanation  was  that  only 
right  of  cutting  turf  was  given,  not  turf  bank  itself, 
which  relapsed  to  landlord,  if  turf  were  exhausted 
tenant  had  to  be  provided  for  elsewhere  and  fresh 
agreement  had  to  be  made  for  cultivation  of  exhausted 
bog,  344525. — Witness  had  understood  that  tenant 
purchasers  bought  turf  banks,  34457. 


Technical  Education. 

Domestic  Economy  should  be  taught-  in  homes  of 
people  practically,  not  by  lectures,  34378-80.— Staff 
would  have  to  be  increased  ; public  lectures  were  good 
in  theory,  but  people  did  not  benefit  by  them  in  their 
homes;  instructors  should  go  to  certain  houses  and 
get  as  many  people  as  possible  to  benefit  bv  lessons 
there,  34381-5. 


Emigration. 

There  was  great  deal  of  emigration  from  Leitrii 
ot  tile  young  and  strong,  consequence  was  that  labou 
was  scarce  and  tillage  was  going  down,  34386-8.- 
Schoo!  attendance  was  nSected,  as  children  were  take- 
to  the  fields  to  do  the  work  of  older  boys  and  girls  wh 
had  emigrated,  34389-90.  b 

Congested  Area. 

Extension  advocated.  34390  WholB  nr  ■ 

should  he  scheduled,  34398  L Wl  T ■ Lfllr“ 

Wlth  an-v  Plaoe  recommended,  34396.— IfP  distric 


Drainage. 

Drainage  was  much  needed  on  part  of  property, 
as  Eslin  River  was  only  partly  drained,  some  people 
were  paying  18!s.  a year  towards  drainage,  when 
principal  river  was  not  drained,  only  branch,  34457. 
—Drained  portion  really  benefited  another  property 
though  Sir  Morgan  Crofton’s  tenants  had  to  pay, 
estates  which  were  affected  by  bad  drainage  of  Eslin 
raver  were  Lord  Massey’s  negotiations  for  sale  of 
which  were  completed,  though  money  was  not  ad- 
vanced, and  on  which  there  were  thirty-five  unecono- 
mic holdings,  Peyton’s  property,  not  yet  purchased, 
DllCii  m were  eight  uneconomic  * holdings,  Mr. 

Huthven  s property,  not  purchased,  and  containing 
torty-three  uneconomic  holdings,  King's  property,  not 
purchased,  three  uneconomic  holdings,  Colonel 
Clement  s property,  not  purchased!,  and  with  seven 
uneconomic  holdings,  Dr.  Crofton’s  property,  not.  pur- 
chased, and  with  three  uneconomic  holdings,  low  lands 
of  all  three  were  flooded  by  River  Eslin,  roads  through 
Dogs  were  also  needecll,  34459. 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

Compulsory  purchase  must  be  adopted  in  Con- 
naught before  problem  of  congestion  was  solved,  com- 
pulsion on  landlord  only,  34459-60.— If  Estates  Com- 
missioners bought  compulsorily  Commission  should  be 
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• ,.J  to  fix  rent,  34461.— If  Commission,  fixed 
high  rent  emigration  would  be  better,  .34462  — 
if  Estates  Commissioners  took  compulsorily  they 
“ m nrobably  fix  fair  rent  if  tihey  examined  for 
ThOT^elves,  34463-6.— Witness  had  not  been  asked 
whether  he  considered  his  rent  fair,  but  he  had  to 
abide  by  it,  34470. 


REYNOLDS,  Mr.'  FARRELL. 

Bunnybeg  and  Drumdoo  were  electoral  divisions  re- 
presented by  witness,  34471. 


Holdings  in  these  Electoral  Divisions. 

Area  of  Bunnybeg  was  3,235  acres,  valuation 
•PI  460  there  were  58  holdings  not  exceeding  £4,  61 
between  £4  and  £8,  12  between  £8  and  £12,  and  30 
over  £12,  Drumdoo  contained  3,841  acres,  valuation 
£1  869  with  60  of  the  first,  79  of  the  second,  55  of  the 
third  and  33  of  the  fourth  class  of  holdings,  there 
were  no  grazing  ranches  that  could  be  sub-divided 
in  district,  so  only  relief  would  be  to  schedule  dis- 
trict and  grant  relief-in-aid  for  improvements, 
34471. 


REYNOLDS,  Mr.  FARRELL — continued. 

Rates. 

Rates  were  6s.  in  the  pound,  poor  rate  was  lower 
than  formerly,  but  district  rates  were  higher,  34473-5. 


Iron  mine,  said  to  be  rich,'  lay  m parish  of  Anna- 
duff,  if  opened  it  would  give  employment  to  many 
hundreds  of  persons,  34475.— If  bacon-curmg  could  be 
started  in  disused  goal  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  it 
would  be  great  benefit  to  district  as  good  pigs  were 
raised,  34497.— People  of  neighbourhood  did  not  put 
money  into  it  as  they  were  not  enterprising  enough 
34500.— Returned  American  emigrants  never  had 
energy  or  enterprise,  they  seemed  to  have  exhausted 
their  energies  in  America,  34502.— County  Council 
was  very  lethargic,  34503.— Whole  district  of  MohiLl 
should  be  scheduled,  34504. 


KELLEHER,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 


Sale  oe  Estates. 

Witness  had  nothing  to  add  to  other  witnesses’ 
evidence  about  Ruthven  Estate,  34507. 

Drainage. 


Drainage. 

Drainage  operations  were  greatly  needed  as  tribu- 
taries of  Shannon  flooded  large  tracts,  weir  walls  of 
Shannon  at  Rooskey,  &c.,  should  be  lowered  a foot, 
Which  would  drain  thousands  of  acres,  Eslm  River 
caused  great  floods,  Leitrim  was  intersected  with  rivers 
and  drainage  was  very  bad,  if  rivers  were  cleaned 
people  would  maintain  drains  through  their  farms, 
34472. 


Roads. 

By-roads  and  passes  could  not  be  repaired  as  no 
funds  were  available,  if  distinct  were  scheduled  and 
Congested  Districts  Board  gave  some  relief  people 
would  be  encouraged  to  do  more  for  themselves,  as 
they  were  prepared  to  asstist,  34472. 


Mr.  King’s  property  required  drainage,  34508.— 
Also  portion  of  Colonel  Clement’s  34509.— Also  por- 
tion of  Dr.  Crofton’s.  34511. 


Compulsory  Purchase. 

Compulsory  purchase  was  needed  to  solve  problem 
of  congestion  in  Connaught,  34512. 

Industries. 

Woollen  factory,  lace-making  or  manual  instruc- 
tion might  benefit  people  living  on  small  farms, 
34512.— Congested  Districts  Board  should  send  down 
expert  to  see  what  could  be  done,  34513. 


DIGGES,  Rev.  J.  G. 


Sale  oe  Estates. 

Portion  of  Simpson  Estate  was  sold  before  Act  of 
1903  at  15  years’  purchase,  and  some  at  17,  but 
portion  sold  under  Act  was  at  23  years’  purchase, 
34472. — Sales  under  Ashbourne  Act,  such  as  Lord 
Granard’s  and  Crofton  Eastates  had  been  at  16  to  18 
years’  pur-chase  far  better  land  than  was  selling  under 
Act  of  1903  at  24£  to  27  years'  purchase,  tenants  in 
arrears  were  willing  to  accept  any  reduction  to  evade 
eviction  and  pressing  for  payment;  on  Major  Lawder  s 
Estate  sale  had  been  direct  but  purchasers  had  peti- 
tioned Estates  Commissioners  to  exonerate  them  from 
liability  as  they  said  they  were  induced  to  sign  agree- 
ments they  did  not  understand  after  indulging  too 
freely  in  whiskey  supplied  by  landlord’s  herd,  34475. 
—Another  inducement  was  patch  of  bog  which  tenants 
were  afraid  might  go  to  more  distant  tenants,  34479. 
—Tenants  had  not  heard  terms  until  they  got  to 
landlord’s  house,,  34484. — Sale  had  been  taken  out  of 
agent,  Captain  Darley’s  hands  and  given  to  a man 
named  French,  34485. — Mr.  Lawder  still  held  seventy 
acres  of  best  land,  if  that  could  be  acquired  and  dis- 
tributed it  would  settle  grievances,  on  Madden, 
Brady,  and  Moore  Estates,  direct  purchasers  com- 
plained of  terms  24 i years’  purchase,  American  re- 
mittance arrived,  50~  per  cent,  of  farmers  were  said 
to  send  children  to  America  so  that  they  might 
send  them  help  and  shopkeepers  gave  credit  till  re- 
mittance arrived  50  per  cent,  of  farmers  vvere  said 
to  depend  on  children  in  America,  34475. — Ninety  per 
cent,  of  rents  came  from  America,  34486. — Twenty  or 
thirty  years  ago  rents  wei-e  higher  and  less  money 
Came  from  Americal,  but  prices  of  farm  produce  had 
fallen  since  then,  34487-91. —Returned  emigrants  sent 
Rp  price  of  land,  all  land  purchased  in  Leitrim  was 
either  by  American  or  shopkeepers’  money,  none  with 
capital  realised  off  farm,  34492-4. — American  emi- 
grants got  home-sick,  wish  to  have  some  place  where 
they  returned  and  so  purchased  farms,  34495-7. 


Department  op  Agriculture. 

Congested  districts  had  suffered  through  transfer  of 
a-ricnltural  functions  from  Congested  Districts  Board 
to  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  there  was  much 
begun  by  Board  which  Department  could  not  carry 
on ; Department’s  policy  was  controlled  by  Council 
of  104  members,  68  of  whom  were  appointed  by  Estates 
Commissioners  and  they  were  dominated  by  shop- 
keepers, chiefly  publicans,  whose  interests  were  an- 
tagonistic to  those  of  agricultural  population  ; County 
Councils  were  notoriously  influenced  by  political  and 
class  prejudices,  while  Board  were  free  from  such  bias, 
were  in  touch  with  the  people,  and  dealt  with  their 
needs  promptly  and  practically,  34514. 

Bee-Keeping. 

Bee-keeping  was  most  profitable  of  minor  industries, 
it  demanded  small  capital  and  no  land,  and  paid  100 
to  150  per  cent,  under  cax-eful  management ; some  men 
in  Ireland  made  £100  per  annum  by  bee-keeping  ; 
witness  knew  one  labourer,  John  Doyle,  who  had 
bought  two  large  farms  with  profits  made  off  bee- 
keeping, 34514. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  gone 
in  thoroughly  for  bee-keeping,  which  had  flourished 
with  them,  founding  associations,  advancing  loans, 
etc.,  and  opening  depot  in  Dublin  for  sale  of  honey 
and  wax,  employing  qualified  experts,  members  of 
Irish  Bee-keeping  Association,  to  instruct  people : 
Department’s  attempt  to  deal  with  industry  had  been 
little  short  of  disastrous,  they  had  sent  out  incapable 
“ instructors,”  refused  to  recognize  existing  associa- 
tions ; lately  Department  had  made  rule  that  in- 
structor in  horticulture  should  be  instructor  in  bee- 
keeping, with  result  that  it  was  being  quite  neglected  : 
Department  should  make  County  Councils  have  in- 
structor appointed  in  each  county ; he  should  be 
qualified  by  The  Examining  Board  of  Irish  Bee-keeping 
Association  ; associations  should  be  formed  ; loans  at 
3 per  cent,  repayable  in  three  years  should  be  made 
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for  purchase  of  bees  and  hives,  etc.,  and  Department 
should  get  into  touch  with  Bee-keepers’  Association, 
34515. 

Agricultural  Banks. 

Agricultural  Banks  were  registered  under  Friendly 
Societies  Act,  1896  ; objects  were  to  assist  with  capi- 
tal, educate  in  true  uses  of  credit  and  foster  mutual 
co-operation  ; members  elected  committee,  who  granted 
or  refused  loans  which  were  made  on  reproductive 
objects  only;  mutual  liability  was  principle,  each 
member  being  liable  for  debts  of  society,  this  produced 
caution  in  management ; Department  advanced  £50 
nr  £100  at  3 per  cent.,  deposits  received  locally  at  4 
per  cent ; joint  stock  banks  advance  balance  required  at 
4 per  cent.  ; members  were  charged  5 per  cent,  and  paid 
interest  when  repaying  loans  at  rate  of  Id.  in  the 
pound  per  month  ; profits  went  to  reserve  fund ; De- 
partment provided  gratis,  books,  stationery  and  ser- 
vices of  accountant ; four  banks  had  been  established 
in  district,  Farnaught,  Moliill,  Annaghmore,  John- 
ston’s Bridge  ; Farnaught  was  established  in  1902  ; 
had  never  made  bad  debt ; had  membership  of  188  in 
1906 ; granted  131  loans,  total  £834 ; average  loan, 
£6  7s.  2d.,  overdue  loans,  nil ; £90  worth  Ulster  seed- 
potatoes  had  been  distributed  among  members,  repay- 
ment to  be  made  within  a year ; Department  had  ad- 
vanced £85  at  3 per  cent,  and  sent  inspector  to  ex- 
amine seed  ; these  banks  had  been  of  great  service  and 
had  largely  assisted  to  overcome  evils  of  “ gombeen  ” 
system ; Congested  Districts  Board  should  establish 
such  banks  in  every  parish  in  Connaught  and  their 
functions  should  be  extended,  34515. 

Co-operative  Dairies. 

Co-operative  dairies  were  registered  under  Friendly 
Societies  Act,  1896,  and  governed  by  committees 
elected  by  members,  who  held  one  or  more  £1  shares  ; 
maximum  dividend  at  5 per  cent,  may  be  paid ; first 
was  started  at  Moliill  in  1886  ; weakness  was  absence 
of  winter  dairying,  which  kept  staff  idle  for  six 
months  each  year  and  sent  customers  elsewhere ; 
societies,  should  be  appointed  in  each  county  to  pro- 
mote winter  dairying,  with  instructor  to  visit  dis- 
tricts, 34515. — Farmers  would  have  to  he  assisted  witli 
capital,  34516. — Amount  would  depend  on  how  many 
cattle  farm  would  carry,  34417.— l’n  congested  dis- 
tricts  want  of  capital  was  chief  difficulty ; money 
should  be  advanced  at  3 per  cent,  for  erection  of 
separating  stations,  to  be  repayable  out  of  profits  ; 
in  1905,  society  had  been  started  at  Bornacoola, 
Johnston  s Bridge  as  separating  station  ; in  1905  tliev 
dul  well;  in  19C6  they  made  net  profit  of  £300"; 
after  one  and  a half  years’  work  all  expenses  had 

oeen  paul  and  there  was  balance  to  credit  34518 

Fourpenee  per  gallon  for  milk  in  Leitrim  was  good 
payment,  34521.— That  would  work  out  at  10</.  or  lid 
per  Pound  for  butter.  34522.-C'ongested  Districts 
board  might  advance  money,  but  Department  would 
not  start  such  work  as  it  might  be  considered  Govern- 
ment trading,  34523. 

Pig-Raising. 

T,vofitJra,SI*giWUS-iJn),l>0rtnnt  industl7  in  county,  but 
piofits  went  to  middleman  and  retailer,  not  to  fnr- 
mer ; system  of  bacon-curing  co-operative  factories 
r„rairetl’  Whlr<i1  lv0lild  undertake  marketing  and 
would  return  profits  to  farmers,  less  expenses  and  i 
dividend  upon  capital  of  5 per  cent  • 
these  factories  should  be  provided  for  by  loans  bv 
Congested  Districts  Board,  34523.  ‘ y 

Arigna  Mining  Company. 

J^4rigna  ,districfc  there  was  practically  inev 
haustide  supply  of  bituminous  coal,  ridi  rton  oi^ 
fire-clay  and  flags;  coal  was  V 1 
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for  extension  of  railway  to  mines  and  from  Dromod 
to  Shannon  at  Rooskey,  yet  when  proposal  came  before 
Leitrim  County  Council  for  approval  they  threw  it 
out ; cost  of  bringing  railway  within  touch  of  mines 
would  be  only  £12,000;  Congested  Districts  Board 
and  Department  had  not  helped  to  remove  difficulties 
in  any  way ; Board  should  investigate,  take  over 
£24,000,  construct  extensions  and  guarantee  rate- 
payers against  loss  on  working,  this  would  develop 
an  industry,  retard  emigration,  provide  profitable 
employment,  and  reduce  liabilities  of  ratepayers 
34524a.— Railway  Company  was  not  private  company 
and  had  on  its  Board  representatives  of  shareholders 
and  representatives  of  County  Council,  so  they  could 
not  make  extension  themselves,  34526. — Large  popu- 
lation in  congested  districts  would  be  benefited,  so 
Congested  Districts  Board  should  do  it,  34528. — Diffi- 
culty of  company  making  extension  itself  was  small 
capital,  £5,000,  which  was  exhausted,  34529. — If 
Government  thought  it  worth  while  to  give  £24,000 
free  grant  they  must  have  thought  Treasury  would 
gain,  34530. — £12,000  of  that  was  absolutely  for 
extension  of  Arigna  Valley  Railway,  34532. — It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Newry  extension,  34533. — There 
had  been  proposal  to  carry  line  from  Arigna  to  Col- 
looney,  but  that  would  cost  £150,000,  34535. — The 
£24,000  was  given  for  two  extensions,  each  to  have 
£12,000,  34539. — Other  bit  was  from  Dromod  to  the 
Shannon  to  get  into  touch  with  Roscommon  cattle 
fairs,  34541. — And  to  give  outlet  down  the  Shannon, 
as  boats  could  take  coal  everywhere,,  34542.— The 
£24,000  had  appeared  in  the  estimates,  34543. — Time 
had  elapsed,  but  it  could  probably  still  be  had  if 
Government  were  satisfied  that  extension  would  be 
made ; Board  should  take  responsibility,  34545. — 
Line  as  now  worked  was  making  profit  of  £30  per 
mile  in  spite  of  some  losses,  and  if  entirely  mineral 
portion  were  added,  which  always  carried  full  load, 
there  would  be  little  chance  of  loss,  34547.— If  it  were 
sound  policy  for  Government  to  find  £24,000  it  should 
also  be  good  policy  to  secure  ratepayers  in  regard  to 
working  expenses,  34548. — Railway  rate  was  Is.  in 
the  pound ; shareholders  got  5 per  cent,  guaranteed 
dividend,  34549. — The  Treasury  were  responsible  for 
2 per  cent,  and  rates  for  3 per  cent.,  34550.— Profits  of 
railway  had  averaged  £1,400  for  last  five  years,  and  this 
per  cent,  on  £200,000  (cost  of  railway)  would  amount 
to  £10,000,  34551. — So  only  one-eightli  of  dividend 
was  earned,  34552. — Tax  had  come  down  from  2s.  6 d. 
to  is.,  last  year  it  was  lid.,  but  arrangements  for 
smking  fund  had  increased  it  to  Is.  this  year,  34553. 
~ and  ,tear  liad  been  deducted  from  £1,400 
profit,  34554. — Shareholders  were  cliieflvreligious  com- 
munities in  county,  but  shares  were  ‘on  Stock  Ex- 
34556— Shares  were  ordinary  £100  Stock, 
34557.— They  stood  at  £6  10s.  on  £5  or  £130,  34558. 

Treasury  would  gain  in  reduction  of  liability  for 
2 per  cent,  if  £12,000  were  spent  on  railway,  as  there 
would  be  increase  of  traffic,  34561.— Treasury  had  not 
given  grant  when  line  was  made  £200,000  capital  had 
been  raised  and  it  was  guaranteed  by  Treasury  and 
ratepayers;  ratepayers  coming  first  and  Treasury 
next,  34562-6. 


M’ENROY,  Mr.  BRYAN. 

Character  of  the  People. 

Witness  was  well  acquainted  with  rural  district, 
•and.  knew  people  to  be  honest  and  industrious,  34568. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Advocated. — Exorbitant 
Prices  asked  for  Land. 

* 5°^P^ry c Pur?hase  scheme  advocated,  34569— 
S t]fee  years  fruitless  bargaining  had 

faded  to  settle  land  question  in  Ballinamore,  34569- 
Sl~S^^cally  “°  fales  had  taken  place,  34572— 
+ ' . P™e  had  been  given  in  one  case,  owing 

nf  icm  twelve  yfars  aiirears,  345? I. --Prior  to  Act 
estate  ^ld  at  16  years' 
iV  e J reductions,  in  many  cases  reduced  to 
X 7*11  °n  J1?sp“^I1>  34572-3— Murrough  O’Brien 
‘ T *££  at  18  years’  purchase  and  congested 
Ee  SiLj5  yeait  Purchase-  bonus  to  be  used  to 
■7,r7°-  differences  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
040/5— In  addition  to  bonus  landlord  now  wanted 
two  or  three  years’  purchase  more,  34573— Harlech. 
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Estate  congested,  offered  for  sale  about  twelve  years 
aso  at  20  years’  purchase,  34572. — Exorbitant  price, 
compared  with  Godley  Estate,  34572. — After  Act  of 
1903  landlord  proposed  to  sell  at  reduction  of  4s.  6d. 
in  the  £,  34573. 

Reduction  of  Rents. — Fixing  of  Judicial  Rents. 

Rack-rents  in  the  ’sixties,  rent  raised  on  Harlech 
Estate  three  times  within  ten.  years,  typical  condition 
of  .all  estates  in  district,  34573-5. — ‘Reduction  of  rent 
after  Land  Act  of  1881,  landlord  made  a valuation, 
and  in  some  cases  reduced  rent  50  per  cent,  34576. — 
Judicial  agreements  out  of  court  signed  by  majority 
of  tenants,  34577. — Large  amount  of  arrears  had  ac- 
crued, 34578. — Terms  of  valuation  sent  by  Lord  Har- 
lech accepted  by  people,  and  as  arrears  disappeared 
they  went  into  court,  34578. — Many  people  afraid  of 
going  into  court,  34580. — This  year  people  got  20  per 
cent  reduction,  4s.  Id.  in  the  pound,  and  on  some  es- 
tates 9s.  in  the  pound,  34578. — Great  improvements 
had  been  made  on  Harlech  and  other  estates,  34578. — 
Complaints  that  tenants  did  not  get  adequate  reduc- 
tion for  improvements,  34578. 

Drainage. 

Necessity  for  large  drainage  scheme,  field  drainage 
with  closed  drains  and  lime,  34579. — ‘Witness  thought 
it  was  not  advisable  for  tenants  to  undertake  large 
scheme  until  dual  ownership  was  done  away  with, 
34579. — Rents  would  be  raised  when  holdings  were 
drained  and  improved,  34580. — People  were  anxious 
to  buy  out  iat  a fair  price  too  poor  to  give  exorbitant 
prices  demanded,  34579. 

Poverty  of  People,  Medical  Relief  Tickets,  &c. 

Medical  relief  tickets  had  to  be  supplied,  as  people 
were  unable  to  pay  the  doctor,  it  took  all  theicr  money 
to  pay  rent,  34580. — Ballinamore  school  was  in  a 
bad  condition,  its  mud  wall  supported  by  props, 
34580-1. 


hi. 

M'CARTAN,  Me.  JAMES — continued. 

Improvements. — Effect  of  Ownership. 

Improvements  made  by  farmers  when  they  became 
owners  of  their  holdings,  shelter  belts  planted,  land 
drained  and  reclaimed,  houses  built  and  improved, 
etc.,  34591. — Tenants  under  landlord  rule  sometimes 
had  improvements  which  they  themselves  had  made 
claimed  by  landlord,  34591-2. — Ballinamore  situated 
in  Bawnboy  Union,  34593. 


Treasury  Grant. 

Treasury  gave  grant  of  £250  to  non-congested  por- 
tion for  relief  of  distress,  34593-4. — Rural  district 
of  Ballinamore  was  equally  badly  off,  but  got  no  help 
from  Treasury,  as  it  was  scheduled  as  congested, 
34593-4. 

Railway  Guarantee. 

Complaint  of  railway  guarantee  of  Is.  in  the  £ on 
narrow  gauge  railway,  34595,  34601. — ‘Promoters  of 
line  gave  verbal  undertaking  to  farmers  that  tax 
would  not  exceed  3d.  in  the  £,  it  had  heen  as  high  as 
2s.  6 d.,  for  the  last  fifteen  years  highest  rate  had 
been  Is.  in  the  £,  34595-7. — ‘Witness  paid  4s.  3 d., 
34599. — His  valuation  was  only  £4  5s.,  34598. — Rail- 
way was  some  benefit  to  country,  34600.— Convenient 
for  passengers,  but  train  fare  was  very  high,  35602. — 
Railway  was  'badly  designed,  and  did  not  connect 
with  coal  mines,  coal  had  to  be  transhipped  at  Dro- 
mod  and  Belturbet,  34600. 

Purchase  of  Non-Residential  Holpings  for  Sub- 
division Amongst  Tenants  Suggested. 

Purchase  of  non-residential  holdings  by  Board  and 
sub-division  among  tenants  suggested  by  witness  as 
an  advantage  to  congested  districts,  34604. — Schedul- 
ing electoral  divisions  in  rural  district  of  Ballina- 
more suggested,  34604. 


Parish  Committee. 

Parish  Committee  scheme  had  worked  well  in  Ral- 
linamore,  34581. — Very  poor  people  were  not  bene- 
fited, as  they  could  not  contribute  the  necessary  pro- 
portion in  order  to  take  advantage  of  grants,  34582-4. 
—Work  alluded  to  was  for  .repairs  of  houses,  etc., 
34585. 

Roads. 

District  was  badly  off  for  roads,  but  limit  with  re- 
gard to  new  roads  bad  been  reached,  34585. — 'Stan- 
dard rate  was  25  per  cent,  beyond  the  rate  for  the 
three  years  prior  to  passing  of  Local  Government  Act, 
34585. — Standard  rate  in  Ballinamore  was  very  low 
because  of  excessive  railway  rate  which  had  to  be 
paid  at  the  same  time,  and  was  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  calculating  standard  rate,  34585. — Reso- 
lution had  been  put  before  Local  Government  Board, 
showing  how  people  were  handicapped  by  this  prac- 
tice, 34585. — And  prevented  from  spending  money  on 
local  improvements,  34585. 


M'CARTAN,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Cause  of  Congestion. 

Cause  of  congestion  in  Ballinamore  was  exorbitant 
rents  upon  the  land,  34591. — Tenant®  forced  to  go  on 
bogs  and  mountains,  ill-drained  and  ill-reclaimed, 
every  patch  of  good  land  was  in  the  hands  of  grazier 
or  landlord,  34591. 


Compulsory  Purchase. 

Remedy  was  compulsory  purchase  on  terms  that 
Sfro  ®^ve  tenants  a chance  to  live  upon,  the  land, 
34591,  34593. — Witness  advocated  compulsory  pur- 
chase  because  sale  of  Godley  property  after  Lord  Ash- 
teuxne’s  Act  became  law  had  been  such  a success, 
— 'Average  price  was  fourteen  to  sixteen  years’ 
purchase,  34591. 


GRAY,  Rev.  DENIS. 

Particulars  of  Life  in  Fenagh. 

Fenagh,  a typical  parish  in  Leitrim  congested  dis- 
tricts, land  bad,  rent  high,  people  deeply  in  debt  to 
shopkeepers,  34605. — After  two  judicial  fixtures  rent 
still  higher  than  fifty,  or  even  thirty,  years  ago ; on 
one  holding,  occupied  by  three  men,  rent  thirty-five 
years  ago  was  £5;  they  improved  it  by  their  own 
exertions,  and  rent  was  raised  to  £40,  it  was  now  re- 
duced to  £30,  after  two  reductions ; four  people  lived 
on  it  now,  and  had,  on  an  average,  twelve  acres; 
one  tenant  had  the  whole,  originally,  it  was  sub- 
divided privately,  and,  sub-division  was  afterwards 
recognised,  34606-11. — Parish  of  Fenagh  comprised 
portions  of  divisions  of  Rowan,  Castlefore,  and 
Fenagh  ; Rowan  and  Castlefore  scheduled,  Fenagh  not, 
it  should  be  scheduled  as  well  as  all  Leitrim ; average 
valuations  of  county  lowest  in  Ireland,  poverty  ad- 
mitted, needed  great  care  from  Board  to  prevent  it 
beooming  a wilderness,  was  losing  its  best  population 
by  emigration  at  rate  of  1,000  a year;  families  reared 
for  America,  earnings  of  sons  and  daughters  there  were 
the  only  means  of  paying  rent,  shopkeeper,  etc. ; no 
fisheries  or  industries  except  poor  form  of  agriculture, 
no  institutions  except  workhouses;  overtaxed  rate- 
payers had  to  pay  nearly  2s.  dn  the  £ railway  guaran- 
tee for  Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway;  coal  no 
cheaper  as  promised,  outsiders  paid  11s.  a ton. 
guarantors  15s.  6 d.,  ratepayers  in  minority  on  direc- 
torate, 34616.' — £77,000  paid  by  guarantors  in  last 
eighteen  years  to  make  up  deficit  and  pay  5 per  cent, 
dividends,  34616,  34728. —Poverty  operated  against 
Primary  education,  9,000  children  on  rolls,  average 
attendance  59  • 6,  not  because  they  did  not  value  it  as 
many  walked  miles  regularly  to  night  schools ; infants 
attended  regularly  except  in  cold  weather,  when,  they 
had  no  warm  clothes,  older  Children  had  to  stay  and 
help  get  in  crops  or  they  would  starve  in  winter,. 
34616>  34726,  34729. — Compulsion  should  not  be  tried, 
it  would  take  labour  from  the  fields,  as  there  were, 
only  the  very  old  and  the  very  young  left,  34727, 
34729-30. — Carpentry  class  attended  regularly  by- 
youths  after  day’s  work,  34616. 

2 u 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


322 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


GRAY,  Rev.  DENIS — continued. 

Second  Term  Rents  not  on  Equitable  basis  of 
Purchase  owing  to  Rack  Rents. 

Few  sales  under  Land  Act  of  1903,  terms  prohibi- 
tive, 24£  years'  purchase  or  4s.  in  the  £ ; better  land 
sold  under  Ashbourne  Act  at  13  years’  with  decadal 
reductions;  second  term  rents  not  equitable  basis  of 
purchase  prioe  in  parish  on  account  of  tenants’  im- 
provements and  former  rack  renis,  34616. — O’Bedme 
Estate  at  Castlefore  offered  for  24  £ years’  purchase, 
was  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Walsh,  who  did  not  have 
low  rents ; incredible  rise  in  rents  after  estate  came 
into  Mr.  O’Beirne’s  hands,  thirty-seven  or  thirty- 
eight  years  ago ; rent  of  Mrs.  Gilhooly’s  holding  under 
Mr.  Walsh,  £3  2s.  6<Z.,  under  Mr.  O’Beime, 
£7  15s.  3£d.,  after  two  judicial  reductions,  £3  16s. ; 
rent  of  Rodger  Leddy’s  holding,  under  Mr  Walsh, 
£4  14!s.,  under  Mr,  O’Beime,  £10  15s.  8 £d.,  now 
£5  17s.  6 d. ; rent  of  Jas.  M’Manus  holding,  under 
Mr.  Walsh,  £14  5s.,  under  Mr.  O’Beirne,  £32  7s.  9 d., 
now  £15  13s. ; no  turbary  attached  to  holdings  on 
estate,  large  portion  of  land  reclaimed  by  tenants 
from  bog,  34616-7. — Operations  of  Land  Commission 
had  nothing  to  do  with  increases  of  rent  from  time 
to  time  of  raising  by  Mr.  O’Beime  till  1881,  34694-5. 
— Purchase  made  in  Encumbered  Estates  Court, 
34619. 


Migration. 

Migration  the  most  difficult  of  Board’s  duties, 
necessary  for  relief  of  congestion,  parish  priests  should 
be  consulted,  34619. 

Compulsory  Purciiase. 

Compulsion  the  only  means  of  making  tenants 
owners  of  soil  on  fair  terms ; pending  compulsion  the 
zones  should  be  abolished  and  County  Councils  have 
power  of  veto  on  sales,  34619. — Board  should  have 
legal  power  to  buy  land  required  for  relief  of  conges- 
tion; there,  should  be  a tribunal  to  value  lands  and 
do  justice  to  landlords  and  tenants  and  fix  fair  price, 
34620-2,  34720-3.. — Landlord  would  not  necessarily  get 
his  net  income  if  land  were  wanted  for  public  good, 
fair  for  him  to  part  with  it  at  a loss  in  that  case, 
34623-7,  34707-9. — The  State  had  power  to  take  a 
man’s  possessions,  there  were  precedents  in  history, 
34628-35,  34639,  34709-10. — Landlord  should  get  fair 
3^640-- 0f  which  tribunal  would  judge,  34641. 
Landlord  owed  restitution  to  tenants  in  some  cases 
after  exorbitant  rents  of  the  past,  34641-2,  34655.— If 
not  he  should  get  fair  price  and  not  be  a loser  through 
compulsion,  34643-4,  34715—If  a commodity  were 
wanted  for  public  need  State  had  right  to  acquire  it 
no  matter  what  position  owner  were  left  in,  34645-6 
—Fuel  needed  as  well  as  land,  34647-8— If  turf  were 
exhausted  State  would  have  right  to  acquire  coal 
mines  for  people  fair  value  should  be  put  on  them 
°L™^’  wVch1Jwas  wh,at  ProPerty  represented  to 
owners ; Stare  should  pay  them  a price  that  would  re- 
turn  what  they  derived  before,  34649-54.— Owners  of 
land  should  not  be  penalised  because  rents  used  to  be 
high  now  they  were  reduced ; one  landlord  in  Fenagh 
made  his  tenants  future  tenants  and  refused  to  fix 
rents,  he  put  on  exorbitant  rents  thirty-five  years  ago 
anf  pur,  ,ased  ProPer^7,  34656-7— Future  Un- 
anicould  notgo  mtocourt,  and  could  therefore  be 
SMOed  by  landlord,  34660._Iamd  Act  did  not  apply 
m P”'"?  to  fining  fair  raft 

on  them,  34661-3— One  man  failed  to  pay  rent  was 
«***  a^C  reinstated  as  future  tenant,  paying  three 
aK  itUh,  °f  witness  had  spoke/  to  agent 

SSa 

pliiU5rtuSS’  34672— CKompn^s^UDot  to  bTSJ 

tried  first  ^ S’  Smic.a^le  compromise  should  be 
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built  for  them,  rent  of  cottages  would  otherwise  fall 
on  rates,  34683,  34733-6— Act  of  1881  had  no  retro- 
spective effect,  34691-2. — Witness’s  views  coloured  bv 
that  consideration,  34693. — All  the  tenants  could  not 
go  into  court  immediately  after  Act  was  passed,  34697 
Arrears  kept  them  out,  34698— They  could  be  prcr 
ceeded  against  for  arrears  at  any  time  even  after 

lodging  application  for  fair  rent,  34699-700— Pro- 
cess of  eviction  oould  only  be  carried  against  them 
after  two  years,  they  could  be  sued  in  ordinary  court 
of  law  for  balance,  34701. — Evicted  tenants  on  being 
restored  were  future  tenants  as  a rule.,  could  be  made 
judicial  tenants  by  mutual  agreement  with  landlord 
34702-4— Compensation  for  disturbance  a poor  provi- 
sion for  a man’s  future,  his  only  chance  was  being 
fixed  to  his  holding,  34705-6— Question  only  arose 
after  1881,  34725— Compulsion  should  apply  to  ten- 
ants with  large  amount  of  land  as  well  as  -to  land- 
lords, full  compensation  not  necessary,  347U-3  — 
Might  be  taken  as  a general  principle  that  those  from 
Whom  land  was  taken  should  not  be  in  a worse  position 
than  they  were  before,  34715— No  need  for  compulsion 
if  laud  could  be  obtained  at  fair  price,  it  was  simply 
a case  of  reasonable  price,  34717-8. — Matter  not  so 
formidable  as  it  appeared,  34724— Compulsion  should 
be  applied  to  landlord,  tenant,  farmer,  and  shop- 
keeper, 34731— there  was  a difference  between  main 
who  worked  his  own  grass  and  one  who  let  dt  on 
eleven  months’  system,  latter  should  have  compulsion 
applied  m any  cases,  34732— Would  also  apply  it  to 
shopkeeper  using  grazing  as  accommodation  land  for 
townspeople,  needs  of  town  not  so  great  as  of 
migrants,  34737-8. — If  State  carried  out  a policy  in- 
3473918  1068  t0  individllals  Staie  should  bear  loss, 


Amalgamation  of  Congested  Districts  Board  and 
Estates  Commissioners. 


Amalgamation  of  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners 
opposed  by  witness,  both  not  wanted  in  Connaught 
Commissioners  should  work  in  other  provinces  Ind 
Board  m Connaught,  34619. — Leitrim,  formerly  ne- 
glected, should  have  representative  on  Board,  34619. 


•DLNEFICIAL  WORK  OF  PARISH  COMMITTEES. 

do,?£  sPIendid  work,  sphere  of 
bertlwr?  ^gTltS,i!iC”?ld  1,8  I71creascd  i scheme  the 
£5.  B<trd  had  undertaken,  work  obtained  best  value, 
^uired,  material  and 
People  improved  by  it,  stimulated 
^™‘aflcei  strengthened  economic  and  social 
f P6°^le’  no  other  way  in  Which  money 
so,  Productively  applied’,  stimulated  poor 
°f  Iand;  had  a civilising  and 
?ce  P*>Pk  began  to  improve 
*hey  would  go  on;  with  increased 
Ahlt,sclleme  land  iu  Leitrim  could  be 
made  to  yield  double,  34619,  34688— Absence  of  labour 
rjarAlaJld  gomg  back>  34684-7— If  fanner  were 
PI?  enmgh  money  to  enable  him  to  put  labour  into 
Sk  a5  to  use  of  manures,  drainage, 

eff’  land  would  yield  double,  34619,  34689, 
MW~7«Ctl°n£f  P^rish  Committee  would  keep  more 
efficW  v 34690— « well  presided  over  and 

into  a gardmffM619°mmitteeS  W°uld  turn  every  farm 


ol  Pi™  TE"“T  W,I“OOT  H“ 

co5a“tw7l!'iin'>t  £ amd  °”  *1>S  utmret  al  holdmi 
“S  w„but  “ fApabilirie,  with  an  ordinor; 
3 34741-7. — Though  holdin 

<Cnrr..L.  h!+!;>  & ,Tlth.  ?xtrajleous  aid  of  Paris] 
of  that  3474R  ^ ^ fi^ed  higher  on  acconn 

whm  — »ia  was  hot  sxP“” 

™rs  34753 A. — Many  could  no 

Sd  sapafiiKij,  very  nnjhst  for  land 

to  tenants  *34755  in  L'lp *>?  Parish'  Gommitte 
plated  357(31  ' ®hdPPtion  of  rent  not  contra 

S5H  *“  Poo  high,  and  it  would  b 

S?  OT1  aocount  of  help  given  by  Par 

SthSStT1  .M762-S— Mari  would  bl  able  to  pa; 
With  their  help  but  not  without  it,  34766. 
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RODDY,  Ms.  M. — continued. 


Mineral  Resources  of  Locality.  the  only  experimental  plot  was  half  an  acre 

of  potatoes,  lea  field  could  be  cropped,  and  potatoes 
Mineral  resources  of  locality  should  be  worked,  ex-  planted  where  oats  could  not  be  sown,  34843-4. — Wit- 
. • e coai  fields  in  Arigna  and  Slieveanierin,  by  ness  had  never  heard  of  plots  off  which  crops  of  tur- 

+Lt  means  Leitrim  could  be  raised  to  wealth,  high  nips,  mangolds,  etc.,  were  taken,  34845.— Potato  plot 
wndard  of  wealth  never  achieved  by  agriculture  the  first  and  only  one  in  witness’s  district,  34844, 
alone-  mineral  resources  should  be  discovered  by  put-  34846. 
tiog  down  bore  holes  ss  had  been  done  in  India  witb 

great  success,  best  coal  seams  in  Arigna  reported  to  Veterinary  Assistance  Needed  eor  Cattle. 
have  never  been  reached,  bore  hole  500  feet  deep  would  Veterinary  assistance  needed  for  cattle,  none  in 
probably  be  beginning  of  huge  development  of  mining  ioca,nty,  except  quack  doctor  nearest  veterinary  sux- 
industry  in  Arigna  Valley,  and  Slieveanierin  moun-  gg<)n  -n  or  Longford,  they  seldom  came,  and 

tain,  34619.  charged  highly  for  distance,  34846-8. 


Compressed  Peat  Industry. 

Compressed  peat  would  be  a useful  industry,  some 
such  industry  should  be  started,  want  of  peat  fuel  in 
many  parts,  price  of  coal  at  Arigna  prohibitive,  com- 
pressed peat  easily  carried  long  distances,  34619. 

Necessity  eor  Drainage  and  Roads. 

Field  and  arterial  drainage  and  road  accommoda- 
tion urgently  needed  in  Leitrim,  twenty  lakes  in 
Fenagh  parish,  with  swamps  in  vicinity;  draining 
two  or  three  feet  of  water  off  lakes  would  make  many 
acres  reclaimable,  it  could  be  easily  done,  34619. 


RODDY,  Mr.  M. 


Description  oe  Witness’s  Farm. 

Witness’s  farm  comprised  18  statute  acres,  valua- 
tion £9  or  £10,  it  was  bog  land  worked  as  mixed 
farm,  1£  or  2 Irish  acres  tilled,  the  rest  meadow  and 
grazing,  cows  kept  and  grazed  in  winter  for  hay, 
crops  fed  pigs  and  supplied  house,  34768-71. — Milch 
cows  kept,  milk  sold  at  creamery  for  3d.  to  4d.  a gal- 
lon, -usually  3T4d.  to  3’70d.  a gallon,  price  never  the 
same  two  months  running,  34772-5. — Cows  fed  on 
grass  in  summer,  hay  in  winter,  34776,  34829-30, 
34833. 


Suggestions  eor  Relied  of  Congestion. 

Relief  of  congestion  recommended  by  Aughnashee- 
lan  Branch  of  League  by  means  of  land  purchase 
through  Congested  Districts  Board,  -migration,  recla- 
mation of  cutaway  bogs  to  enlarge  holdings  and  as- 
sistance to  holders  to  improve  productive  powers, 
34783,  34797. — Parish  Committee  best  agency,  limits 
of  their  operations  should  be  extended  from  £7  to  £10 
valuation,  34784,  34808-9. 

Migration. 

Some  holders  in  district  would  migrate  a reason- 
able distance,  10  or  even  20  miles,  perhaps  further, 
34785-88. — Difficult  to  get  heads  of  families  to  go  out  of 
Leitrim,  young  men  might  go  to  any  part  of  Ireland. 
34789-90.— No  hard  and  fast  line,  men  with  families 
would  not  like  to  go  far  away  from  their  friends  at 
first,  34791-3. — If  several  families  went  together  they 
would  go  30  or  40  miles  irrespective  of  county,  34794- 
6. — Migration  would  relieve  congestion,  34795,  34801. 

Enlargement  oe  Holdings  by  Drainage  and 
Reclamation. 

Reclamation  of  cutaway  bogs  by  some  agency  like 
Parish  Committee  would  add  to  holdings,  consider- 
able amount  available,  34795-6,  34798-800. — Parish 
Committee  could  do  a great  deal  in  the  way  of  drain- 
age and  reclamation,  34802-3. — 'Mountainous  tracts 
in  Greshlaun,  34804. 


Cale-Rearing. 

Calves  given  natural  milk  till  eight  weeks  old, 
then  maize  and  separated  milk  when  they  began 
to  get  on,  34776-7.— Not  much  grown  for  winter  feed- 
ing, a few  mangolds,  cows  got  some  half-threshed 
straw  as  well  as  hay,  34831,  34836. — Calves  also  fed 
on  hay  as  well  as  Indian  meal,  &c.,  34834. — No 
reason  why  calves  should  not  be  good  if  fed  in  that 
way,  in  spite  of  creameries,  34778. — No  butter  in 
winter,  as  cows  were  dry,  34835. 

Home-Made  Butter  v.  Creamery  Butter. 

Selling  milk  to  creameries  mode  about  the  same 
profit  as  home-made  butter,  saved  labour,  if  there 
were  good  butter-makers  at  home  they  would  beat 
creameries,  ordinary  country  butter  not  up  to  stan- 
dard, bad  butter  makers  made  more  by  selling  milk 
to  creamery,  good  deal  of  bad  butter  in  market, 
34779-82. 

Usefulness  of  Instruction  given  in  District 
up  to  the  Present — Parish  Committees 
the  only  Valuable  Institution. 

Department  of  Agriculture  useless  up  to  the  pre- 
sent and  almost  everything  else,  except  Parish  Com- 
mittees, 34810. — Lecturer  sent  by  County  Committee 
no  practical  use,  he  came  so  seldom,  34811. — 'More 
useful  if  Parish  Committee  administered  County 
Committee’s  funds,  34812. — Good  men  on  Coumty 
Committee,  34813-4. — 'Uselessness  of  present  methods 
has  been  pointed  out,  nothing  done  to  improve  them, 
34815-7.— -Lecturer  told  them  a number  of  things, 
such  as  importance  of  making  manure  in  winter  for 
cropping  in  summer,  and  of  having  crops  of  man- 
golds and  turnips  to  feed  cattle  in  winter,  and  that 
ravages  of  the  fly  kept  back  growth  of  turnips,  lec- 
ture not  practical  on  the  whole,  34837-42. — One  ex- 
perimental plot  in  district  for  first  time  this  year, 
on  medium  land,  such  as  people  had,  owner  of  farm 
labour  which  he  applied  according  to  directions 
of  Committee’s  expert,  .there  had  not  been  much  time 
to  look  at  it  yet,  34818-20. — Not  cropped  last  year, 


Congested  Area  in  Ballinamore. 

Whole  parish  of  Ballinamore  congested,  holdings 
fairly  large  in  one  electoral  division,  outside  that 
they  were  mostly  under  living  standard,  34805. — .Poor 
men  outside  scheduled  area  as  much  in  need  of  .as- 
sistance from  Parish  'Committee  as  those  within, 
34806-7. 

Objection  to  Direct  Sale  Under  Act  of  1903. 

Sales  between  landlords  and  tenants  sbould  be 
stopped,  under  pressure  of  arrears  .tenants  agreed 
to  a price  up  to  21£  and  24£  years’  purchase  in  order 
to  get  relief  from  .arrears,  from  the  fear  of  eviction, 
no  security  for  24^-  years’  purchase,  34823  34825. — 
Not  much  buying  in  this  district  under  last  Act, 
some  under  previous  Acts,  34823. — Annuities  could 
never  be  got  from  tenants  who  had  not  paid  rent  for 
14  years,  estates  sold  under  Act  of  1903  >at  24£  years’, 
and  under  previous  Acts  for  16  or  14  years’  purchase, 
34824. — Old  Acts  not  objected  to,  34826. — Under  direct 
sale  under  Act  of  1903,  landlord  had  upper  hand, 
county  would  have  to  -pay  for  poor  tenant,  34827. — 
That  had  not  occurred  yet,  tenants  had  agreed  to 
price  on  some  estates  because  they  were  in  landlord’s 
hands,  while  on  neighbouring  estates  they  would  not 
take  either  24 ^ or  2l£  years’  purchase,  34828. 


KANE,  Rev.  MATTHEW. 

Inadequacy  of  Grants  to  Parish  Committees. 

Ballinamore  district  congested ; people  very  poor ; 
equally  so  in  non-scheduled  districts  as  in  scheduled  ; 
district  mountainous ; crops  dependent  on  weather ; 
potatoes  failed  last  year ; Board  did  nothing  except 
give  usual  dole  to  Parish  Committees,  which  were  not 
adequate  to  needs,  34849-51. — Committees  did  best 
they  could  on  their  poor  means,  34860. — Leitrim  got 
less  assistance  from  Board  than  any  other  county, 
34868. — Grants  to  Committees  should  be  increased, 
and  they  should  be  consulted  about  local  schemes. 
34869,  34893. 
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Untenanted  Land. 

360  acres  of  untenanted  land  available  for  relief  of 
congestion  in  district,  34851. 

Evictions. 

Evictions  carried  out  in  1892  with  characteristic 
cruelty  by  landlord ; witness  thought  all  landlords 
cruel ; had  never  heard  of  good  one  ; agitation  in  Stroke 
in  1892  to  get  rents  reduced  after  bad  year ; people 
unable  to  pay  were  evicted ; agent  was  lenient,  so 
special  agent  was  appointed,  who  burnt  people’s 
houses ; slated  houses  built  for  emergency  men  put  in 
on  11  months'  system,  they  never  paid  rent,  34854. 

Compulsory  Purchase. — Grants  to  be  made  from 
Excess  Taxation. 

Compulsory  purchase  remedy  for  congestion  ; should 
be  at  moderate . price ; Congested  Districts  Board 
should  get  further  grants  to  be  paid  out  of  Treasury ; 
Ireland  overtaxed  by  four  millions  a year ; this  sum 
should  be  allotted  to  congested  districts ; witness 
thought  figure  really  higher,  34854-9. 

Instances  of  injustice  of  Landlords. 

One  landlord  before  Land  Act  of  1881  took  4 000 
acres  of  mountain  for  a grazing  ranch  for  himself ; 
land  valuable  limestone ; fence  put  round ; patches 
at  foot  of  mountain  left  to  farmers ; rent  raised  Is. 
m the  pound  every  successive  year;  one  tenant  pre- 
vented  keeping  ducks  for  fear  they  should  eat  fry 
of  fish  in  landlord’s  pond  ; another  told  he  would  be 
evicted  if  he  irrigated  his  field,  as  fish  got  out  of 
pond  when  sluice  was  opened,  34859-60.— Another 
agent  raised  a man’s  rent  £1  because  he  caught  him 
shooting  a magpie,  34860. — Another  man  made  to  send 
ms  son  away  because  he  beat  a neighbour’s  son  at 
boxing ; same  agent  fined  tenants  who  came  late  with 
S“id  rhe -pocketed  fines  ! he  also  sold 
landlord  s portrait,  forcing  people  to  buy  it ; no  Deace 
m country  till  landlords  were  bought  out,  34860. P 

Industries.— Cottage  Dairies  v.  Creameries. 

34?6031nTU,epvnd  should  receive  more  attention, 

bndnci7Th  7 WOuld  be  reproductive,  34872.— Home 
industries  necessary  to  stop  emigration;  butter- 
making  the  only  one,  and  that  was  being  destroyed 
by  the  creameries ; only  one  day’s  milk  W l,  T 
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form  standard  butter  could  be  secured  if  cottage  dairie 
were  built  to  each  house,  34861-2.— Dairies  having  be^n 
built  instructresses  could  be  sent,  34863  --No? 
done  before  because  people  could  not  afford  it 
34864.— £8  or  £10  required  to  build  dairy’ 
hot  water  pipes  necessary  to  keep  up  temperature  'te 
winter,  34865-7.— Daily  should  be  near  house  with 
outside  entrance,  34868. — Creamery  not  so  profitable 
as  dairy;  creamery  started  as  experiment  and  was 
co-operative,  no  profit,  34873-81.— Price  of  butter  in 
French  War  Is.  3d.  a lb.,  average  price  in  1890  lid 
34882-6.— Three  gallons  of  milk  to  one  pound  butter 
34887. — 3£d.  to  4d.  a gallon  paid  for  milk  in  “5 
mery,  34883.— Cottage  dairy  better  than  creamery 
34894.— Witness  had  been  in  Leitrim  eighteen  years’ 
before  that  in  Donegal  and  Monaghan,  34869.  ’ 

Protest  against  breeds  of  Live  Stock  introduced 
by  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Department  of  Agriculture  ruining  country  with 
regard  to  breeds  of  live  stock,  not  suited  to  country  • 
Board  would  do  better  in  consultation  with  Parish 
Gcnnmittee  to  find  out  local  requirements,  34869 
3489L— Breed  of  carriage  horses  destroyed  by  cross’ 
breeding  with  English;  the  few  do.ieys  l total 
failure,  unable  to  carry  back  load,  harder  to  feed  than 
horses;  old  Irish  donkey  carried  heavy  loads  and  was 
easily  fed;  fowl  disease  unknown  till  new  breeds 
were  introduced ; pigs  a failure : old  pig  with  very 
long  snout  gave  better  bacon  and  used  to  plough 
fields  in  winter ; they  had  not  died  out,  34870-1  S 

One  agent  buying  a property  borrowed  money  to  do 
so  and  doubled  rent ; tenants  had  to  sow  flax  ever, 
year  to  pay  it ; that  ruined  land,  34870-1.  7 


MULYERY,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Parish  Committees. 

Parish  Committee  of  Currabeer  got  £50  grant; 
this  was  the  third  year  of  working;  eighty  appli- 
cations, fifty-six  persons  got  portion  of  grant ; very 
poor  people  got  no  benefit;  discretion  shoild  bo  gi,S 

wh.Vb  *°  d?‘S1  "ith  «<*P*i°nal  Les, 

, few  ; they  could  not  make  exceptions  at 
dw  »™n-eighths  of  people  could  fulfil  conditio™, 
but  there  were  some  who  eould  not ; one-fourth  yalui 
uLXSS,*’  Committee;  witness  had 

be  done  Ff  out ,?eed  *».  Board  ; something  „uld 

done  if  they  would  send  inspector,  34895-905. 
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Congestion  in  District  of  Newry. 

Portions  of  estates  of  Marquis  of  Downshire,  Earl 
Annesley,  Mr.  Batt  and  others  in  Parishes  of  Clon- 
allen,  Newry,  Kilbroney,  Drumgath  and  Clandrafl 
should  be  dealt  with  as  congested;  evictions  had 
occurred  on  these  estates  because  of  impossible 
rents,  34907. — These  were  judicial  tenants,  and 
Commissioners  had  fixed  rents,  34912-3.— This  was  in 
rural  districts  of  Clonallen ; people  had  reclaimed 
land  without  assistance  from  landlords,  and  as  soon 
as  improvements  were  made  rents  were  raised,  even 
though  money  for  improvements  had  been  made  in 
America,  England,  or  Scotland,  34915.— This  was 
prior  to  the  Act  of  1881,  34916.— In  Clonallen  division 
many  of  the  holdings  were  very  small,  34920. — In  Cor- 
rigs  average  valuation  was  £4  16s.,  in  Byrne  £4  16s. 
in  Leitrim  £4  12s.,  in  Tamnaliarry  £2  15s.,  excluding 
mountain  land,  34921.— In  Ballyvalley  average 

valuation  was  £3  Is.  ; half  of  townland  sold  twelve 
years  ago  at  thirteen  years’  purchase  ; now  landlord 
was  asking  twenty-eight  years’  purchase  for  other 
portion,  34922. — People  were  very  industrious,  earning 
money  in  England  and  America,  34923. — Land  was 
largely  reclaimed  land,  and  people  could  not  live  on 
holdings  if  they  did  not  receive  money  from  America, 
England,  or  Scotland,  34924-30. — No  grass  lands  were 
available  for  enlargement  of  holdings,  34932. — 
Valuation  would  almost  coincide  with  present  rent, 
34933.— In  witness’s  own  case  rent  for  ten  acres  was 
£10 ; in  the  sixties  it  was  raised  to  £15  ; since  Act 
of  1881  he  had  got  two  reductions,  which  brought  it 
down  to  £9,  349344. — And  his  valuation  was  £10  on 
land,  34935. — Or  total  valuation  £49  10s.,  34936. — 
In  1864  witness  had  applied  for  lease  to  build  mill 
on  Marquis  of  Downshire’s  land ; agent  had  given 
permission,  but  before  it  was  built  Marquis  of  Down- 
shire died ; agents  were  changed,  and,  instead  of 
lease  and  reduction  of  rent,  witness  got  a rise  of  £5 
a year,  34937. — Upper  Clonallen  and  Warrenpoint 
Rural  had  very  low  valuation,  although  not  mentioned 
in  Poor  Law  valuation  as  under  thirty  shillings  per 
head,  as  they  had  not  been  given  by  electoral  divisions, 
34938-41. — In  electoral  division  of  Upper  Clonallen 
number  of  holdings  under  £10  valuation  was  very 
large,  34943-4. — In  Warrenpoint  Rural  there  were  not 
so  many,  34945. — In  Upper  Clonallen  before  1903  all 
estates  sold  for  from  sixteen  to  ten  or  twelve  years’ 
purchase  ; since  1903  some  land  had  sold  from  twenty- 
one  to  twenty-four  years’  purchase ; tenants  had 
agreed  to  this  to  ward  off  present  difficulties,  34945. — 
If  congestion  was  to  be  relieved,  there  should  be 
migration  to  other  districts,  34949-52. — In  this 
district  oift-fourth  of  all  holdings  were  under  £4,  and 
three-fourths  under  £10,  34969. — There  was  very 
little  prospect  of  improving  the  land,  34970. — Three- 
fourths  of  land  was  in  tillage,  and  had  to  be  con- 
tinually tilled  ; if  left  in  grass  moss  would  rise  after 
three  years,  34986-92. — Witness  had  not  been  in  Mayo 
or  Donegal,  though  he  had  been  in  Kerry ; land  in 
Clonallen,  Clonduff,  and  Drumgall  was  as  bad  as  in 
Donegal  or  Mayo,  34993-4. — Economic  holding  could 
not  be  worked  without  a horse,  34996-8. — If  railway 
wwe  constructed  from  Newry  to  Castlewellan  and 
Moqq^rirf  wevo  starte(J  congestion  would  be  mitigated, 


Industries. 

^ovo°lle«n  ,manufactul’ies  should  be  started,  3493: 
m u i ■ a railway  made  from  Newry  to  Casth 
weuan,  which  would  enable  produce  to ‘be  brousrl 
o markets,  34931. — There  were  large  mountain  traci 
^ghbcrnrhowl  production  of  sheep  for  woo 
^ district  had  sufficient  capital  i 

a ? 34955-6. — Public  money  would  have  to  1 

by  Congested  Districts  Board  or  some  otht 
SJ"  the  industry,  34959-60.— Though  the: 
a J?lave  difficulties  and  objections  to  such  a practic 
Wi  r °?.  **  competing  with  private  enterpris 
ti™  -s  neighbourhood  there  was  no  compet 

non  with  private  trader,  34962.— If  public  good  w; 
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served  by  State-aided  competition  nobody  ought  to 
object,  34965-6. — Nothing  should  be  started  without 
having  prospect  of  succeeding,  34968. — There  should 
be  careful  investigation  before  public  money  was 
expended,  34979-80. — Inquiry  should  be  made  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  about  Hilltown  and  Clon- 
allen divisions,  34981. — But-  industry  should  only  be 
started  if  there  were  a reasonable  prospect  of  its 
thriving,  34982-3. 

Migration. 

If  industries  were  not  developed  only  alternative 
was  migration,  34971, — Plan  would  be  for  four  or  six 
industrious  young  men,  with  their  families,  to  migrate 
to  same  district  in  Meath  or  Westmeath  ; land  which 
they  left  would  be  available  for  relieving  congestion 
in  neighbourhood,  34973-6,  35003-4. — There  was 

splendid  pasture  land  in  Meath,  35005. — It  ought  to 
be  good  tillage  land,  35006-7. — It  had  been  suggested 
that  it  was  better  soil  for  grazing  than  for  tillage, 
as  it  was  heavy  and  hard  to  till,  hut  that  would 
piobably  only  be  difficulty  for  a year  or  two,  35008, 
35011. — Farmers  of  districts  would  not  have  any 
objection  to  migrating  in  batches  ; they  would  not 
go  individually,  35013-6. 

Tillage. 

Three-fourths  to  four-fifths  of  farms  in  County 
Down  could  be  under  tillage,  35018. — Rotation  of 
crops  was  potatoes,  oats  and  hay,  35019-35026. — 
Land  was  in  pasture  for  three  years,  but  had  to  be 
ploughed  after  that,  as  it  would  be  overgrown  with 
moss,  35019a. — First  of  three  years  would  ibe  upland 
hay,  and  other  two  years  pasture,  35020. — When 
ploughed,  oats  would  go  in,  35022. — On  small  farms 
flax  was  sometimes  grown  ; then  rotation  was  oats, 
flax,  potatoes,  oats,  hay  and  pasture  for  two  years  mak- 
ing seven  years’  rotation,  while  other  was  six,  35023-5 — 
Flax  had  ceased  to  a great  extent,  hut  more  had  been 
sown  that  year  than  for  ten  years,  35025. — No  land 
in  County  Down  was  permanently  under  grass, 
35027. — On  average  farm  of  twenty  acres,  stock  would 
he  four  milch  cows,  three  to  eight  young  stock,  and  a 
horse,  35028. — Grazing  would  have  to  be  supple- 
mented with  oats  iand  hay,  35029. — Some  turnips 
were  sown  in  poorer  electoral  divisions,  35030-1. 

Cattle. 

Large  proportion  of  stock  was  sold  to  England  and 
Scotland  as  yearlings  ; they  were  taken  direct  from 
port  of  Newry,  35033-8. — Greater  proportion  of  cattle 
exported  were  two-year-olds ; farmers  from  Meath 
bought  yearlings  to  bring  up,  35039. — Small  holders 
could  not  live  if  there  were  no  grazing  farms  in  Ire- 
land, 35040. — As  average  small  holder  could  not  keep 
stock  on  his  farm  much  over  a year  old,  35041- 
35048. — England  -and  Scotland  were  the  chief  mar- 
kets, 35043. — Large  farmers  did  not  export  yearlings, 
35045. — If  all  large  grazing  farms  were  cut  up,  small- 
holders would  suffer,  35046. — As  poverty  comoels 
them  to  sell  their  yearlings,  35049-50. — Even  if  they 
were  better  off,  it  would  be  a national  calamity  to  do 
away  with  grazing  farms,  35051. — If  large  numbers 
were  migrated  from  district,  and  remaining  holdings 
were  enlarged,  they  oould  keep  more  stock,  and  keep 
then}  longer1,  35053-4. — Graziers  were  really  middle- 
men, taking  middlemen’s  profits,  that  it  would  be 
an  advantage  for  them  to  disappear,  35055. — Want 
of  capital  and  insufficient  holdings  were  reasons  why 
farmers  could  not  keep  cattle  longer,  35058. — The 
larger  the  farm  the  longer  the  stock  may  be  kept, 
unless  farms  are  mountainous,  35066. — On  good  land- 
large  farmers  finish  their  stock,  35067-8. — Fifty-acre 
and  thirty-acre  fanners  could  do  it  on  good  land  by 
horse-feeding,  35068-71. 

Fishermen  and  Firemen. 

Some  people  in  Newry  district  went  to  sea  for  a 
season,  and  were  called  firemen ; they  fished  while 
crops  were  in  the  ground,  35061. — They  fished  three 
months  of  the  year  and  farmed  nine  months,  35063. — 
The  firemen  were  -also  away  three  or  four  months, 
going  to  America  or  England,  35064. 
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Downshire,  Batt,  and  Annesley  Estates  should  all 
come  within  terras  of  reference  of  the  Commission  ; 
prior  to  1879  fanners  along  Mourne  Mountains  were 
very  poor,  and  had  to  ge.t  charitable  relief  ; in  1882 
quite  half  of  tenants  were  deeply  in  arrears ; when 
Arrears  Act'  was  passed,  Sitting  for  administration 
was  procured  at  Hilltown  ; a Mr.  Burehell,  of  Kil- 
kenny, presided,  and  took  over  a week  to  get  through 
evidence ; land  agents  opposed  claims,  but  were 
forced  to  withdraw,  and  all  arrears  were  blotted  out ; 
now  they  were  unable  to  meet  liabilities  owing  to  the 
low  price  of  agricultural  produce,  35074. — Unions  re- 
ferred to  were  Newry,  Kilkeel,  and  Banbridge, 
35075.— There  was  difficulty  in  getting  benefit  of 
Arrears  Act  for  all,  as  payment  of  November  gale  of 
1881  was  a consideration  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
Act,  and  they  had  difficulty  in  getting  money  ; Mar- 
quis of  Downshire’s  agent  forgave  the  year’s  rent  to 
many  so  that  they  might  take  advantage  of  Act,  and 
landlord  might  geti  two  years’  Tent,  35079. — Amount 
advanced  under  Act  was  £750,000,  35081. — These 
tenants  of  hill  holdings  who  had  reclaimed  their 
lands  while  better  land  was  occupied  by  English  and 
Scotch  settlers  were  now  in  nearly  as  bad  a condition 
as  they  were  when  they  got)  relief  under  Arrears  Act, 
as  they  got  only  small  relief  from  Land  Court, 
35082-6. — Only  about  10  per  cent,  of  tire  rent  was  not 
met  by  external  sources ; sometimes  father,  some- 
times sons,  went  away  to  earn  money  to  pay  rent 
and  other  expenses,  35087-91. — The  general  indebted- 
ness was  due  to  hard  times,  competition  from  abroad, 
and  low  prices  of  agricultural  produce,  35092. — 
Shop  debts  were  high,  35093.— Land  agents 

had  opposed  application  of  Arrears  Act, 

they  had  written  to  the  people  three  days  before  Act 
came  into  force,  saying  that  gale  due  in  November, 
1881,  would  have  to  be  paid;  in  those  three  days 
£100  to  £150  were  collected  and  lodged  in  Rathfri- 
land  Bank  in  order  that  tenants  might  qualify  for 
advantages  of  Act,  35095-7. — Act  was  more  advantage 
to  landlord  than  to  tenant,  as  he  got  two  years’  rent 
paid  over  to  him,  35099. — Indebtedness  to  shopkeepers 
was  an  obstacle  to  fresh  start  after  application  of 
Arrears  Act,  35101-2. — Hilltown  Estate,  part 

of  Kilcoo,  and  part  of  Mayobridge  were  congested, 
but  not  scheduled ; average  valuation  was  £4  to  £6, 
and  size  of  holdings  five  to  ten  acres,  35109-11. — 
Even  if  farmers  got  their  holdings  for  nothing,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  earn  a living  out  of  them 
without  external  means,  35114-6.— Large  agricul- 
tural holdings  should  not  be  first  taken  for  relief  of 
congestion,  but  large  grazing  farms,  as  tillage  farms 
gave  employment  to  more  people,  35167-72.— Both 
parties  in  the  State  were  agreed  that  congestion  must 
be  put  an  end  to.  35206. — So  Parliament  must  not 
shrink  from  obtaining  means  necessarv  to  give  effect 
to  its  policy,  35207.  — In  Hilltown  Estate  if  portion 
of  demesne  were  acquired  for  enlargement  of  hold- 
l«K%Cr0onJ,^«10U be  relieved,  though  not  got  rid 
of,  35208-10.— Considerations  whv  relief  should  be 
given  in  South  Down  were-(l)  many  of  the  poor 
people  got  relief  under  Leeds  Relief  Bill:  (2)  ma- 
jority of  tenants  were  under  £10  valuation ; (3)  rent 
was  not  made  out  of  land,  but  by  sons  and  daughters 
±{"ir  °.tbJT  la"ds,:  W railway  facilities  were 
needed;  (5)  evictions  had  been  carried  out  for  non- 

iST'-.r  iTTf1’1,6  reJls.i  ,<6>  to  famine  jeers, 
1847-9,  relief  had  to  be  administered  in  district  dis- 
tress-was  so  great;  (7)  both  Nationalist  Unions  of 
Newry  and  Downpatrick  and  Unionist  Banbridge 

oSwelklT  t*8"?4  th“*  should  sit  at 

'/astlewellan  to  hear  reasons  for  scheduling  We 
portions  of  district;  Sir  Antony  MaeDonnell’o  cf 

””pl«ailkhhoPpe7Slte  '"“‘“’“"S  '■»<!  AM  Hm 


As  people  could  not  get  lack  lands  of  which  thee 
were  formerly  dispossessed,  because  they  Z 
the  property  of  others,  they  would  haye  to  eh?" 
own  county,  35117.9. -There  were  » £ 
all  were  agricultural,  35120-1.— It  would  h .7  . ' 
try  and  revive  bleaching  and  other  Industoh,  ;t;tcr 
rn.gr.to  the  small  farmS,  of  5S  3sS 

-ft.gr.tmn  to  Me,th  was  a very  far-Sffl 
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35162 . —I mprovement  of  agriculture  and  develop- 
ment of  industries  in  their  own  neighbourhood  would 
make  small  men  much  more  comfortable  than  migra- 
tion, 35163-6. 

Uneconomic  Holdings. 

Land  could  not  be  taken  compulsorily  from  farmers 
on  lower  lands  to  improve  holdings  on  upper  lands 
35127-8. — Good  purchase  terms  would  render  them 
more  economic,  and  water  power  of  the  Bann  would 
provide  employment,  35129. — About  300  to  400  hold- 
ings had  average  valuation  of  £4  to  £8,  and  they 
ought  to  have  reduced  annuities,  for  even  small  re- 
duction was  great  consideration  to  very  poor  people 
35131-5. — Security  of  tenure  under  system  of  pur- 
chasing ownership  would  give  impetus  to  exertion 
35136-7. — Even  small  reduction  might  make  some  of 
the  boys  and  girls  stay  at  home,  35138-9. — Instructors 
had  been  sent  down  from  Mr.  Plunkett’s  Department 
but  they  did  nob  reach  the  people,  though  they  were 
open  to  improvement  by  up-to-date  and  scientific 
methods  of  treatment,  35141-2. — People  were  intelli- 
gent and  willing  to  learn,  35143-4. — People  referred 
to  were  those  , whose  holdings  were  partly  economic 
and  partly  uneconomic;  reduction  in  rent  was  worth 
seeking,  and  ownership  induced  improvements, 
35174-7. — The  budget  for  the  year  was  so  small  that 
even  that  reduction  of  even  10s.  made  impression  on 
it,  and  reduction  from  £5  to  £2  10s.  would  be  a 
considerable  advantage,  35178-82. 

Industries. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  encourage  indus- 
tries, both  by  supporting  present  industries  and  start- 
ing or  reviving  others,  35146-7. — Now  the  people  had 
to  go  to  other  countries  to  earn  money,  35160-1.— 
And  it  was  doubtful  how  long  these  external  indus- 
tries would  continue,  35173. — Flax  had  formerly 
been  the  great  staple  industry  of  the  North,  but  for 
many  years  it  had  ceased  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
farmers;  Belfast  linen  merchants  were  only  giving 
5s.  6 d.  and  6s.  6 d.  per  stone,  as  against  10s.  to  12s"! 
in  former  times ; they  were  importing  Belgian  flax 
and  paying  12s.  a stone  for  it ; this  depreciation  had 
keenly  affected  both  large  and  small  farmers ; granite 
quarry  of  Ballymagreghan  could  be  made  a thriving 
industry;  stone  for  Albert  Memorial  in  London  had 
been  taken  from  that  quarry;  if  Messrs.  M'Carten 
and  Co.,  owners  and  managers,  had  polishing 
machinery  and  steam  crane  and  tramway  to  port  or 
railway,  they  could  compete  with  Scotch  and  Eng- 
lish quarries ; railway  tariff  was  prohibitive ; some 
time  before  work  had  been  stopped  in  this  quarry  and 
a large  number  of  young  tradesmen  had  to  emigrate; 
they  would  return  if  the  industry  got  a fair  chance ; 
stone  was  first-class,  and  only  needed  facilities  in 
transit  and  up-to-date  machinery  to  make  it  success- 
tul ; there  was  iron  ore  industry  in  Decornet  Moun- 
tams,  a few  miles  from  Castlewellan ; thirty  years 
ago  it  had  been  examined  by  experts,  whojra renounced 
"V0  . ore  > friendly  Government  could  de- 

velop  it  35211  —Irish  granite  had  to  compete  with 
giaiute  from  Aberdeen,  Sweeden,  and  Russia ; there- 
chntm  WaS  Jel^  Pessary  that  some  public  body 
c m PV®  11  encouragement,  that  transit  facilities 
SS«Lbei.in??afed,  and  that  exPert  advice  and  as- 
?j°?ld  be,  available,  35212-20.— Good  liveli- 
< c°lild  be  made  out  of  quarries  if  transit  were 
Du  hi  In  i at  Pre®ent  Scotch  quarries  could  send  to 
Dubhn  cheaper,  35222,-New  Cathedral  in  Newrv 
wovking  bullj  of-  native  granite,  35233.— Native 
S™1 1 were  dressing  the  stone,  35234,-Orders  in 
90nl  ™d  not  h?  supplied  for  want  of  machinery: 

iS  Sadfineix  ^ ^ ^ P°,iSh' 

Compulsion  and  Abolition  op  Zones. 

,.p„rat  fov  reduction  between  annuity  and 

aw-Jv  ll tif ali ^°ndel'f ’ 35148.— Zones  should  be  done 
inserted  L,’  A5l49,T;t?d  compulsory  clause  should  be 
nJ TnsLnJ LC\  ,33150. — Under  zones  there  could  be 
1VS5  fwhldl  was  bad  ^r  tenants,  35151. -If 
State  ou^V?  cai'rymg  out  compulsory  policy, 

misfortnni  n™  lfc’  ,as  State  had  been  cause  of 
-Mv  R,Tf  f ‘wV60?1®  in  da-vs  gone  by.  35152-4. 

®aItU"  had  said  that  lana  for  which'  24* 
purcliase  and  hTf®  *iow  asked  was  worth  14*  years’ 
Act  for  hinder  land  had  sold  under  Ashbourne 

Act  for  under  15  years’  purchase,  and  witness  agreed 
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with  Mr  Balfour’s  valuation,  35155-7.— If  landlords’ 
and  tenants’  valuations  were  different,  and  compul- 
sion were  applied,  compromise  would  have  to  be  ar- 
rived at,  as  it  Avould  work  both  ways,  35158-9.— Im- 
nrovement  in  condition  of  people  on  uneconomic 
holdings  could  be  brought  about  by  abolition  of  zone 
system  and  establishment  of  inspection  and  compul- 
sion letting  people  become  sole  owners  at  just  and 
fair’ price,  and  establishment  of  industries  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  35108. 

Flotation  of  Land  Stock. 


So  far  instalments  had  been  paid  punctually  in 
County  Down,  and  no  money  had  been  stopped  from 
local  grants  owing  to  losses  on  flotation  of  stock, 
35184. — As  local  authority  was  ultimately  the  se- 
curity for  payment  of  instalments,  they  should  have 
a voice  in  connection  with  sale  or  purchase,  35185. — 
If  Lord  Downshire’s  estate,  on  which  there  was  rental 
of  £90,000,  were  sold  at  twenty  years’  purchase 
price  would  be  £1,800,000,  loss  on  flotation  of  stock 
would  be  £270,000;  if  local  authority  of  County 
Down  made  itself  responsible  for  that  loss  it  would 
be  a calamity,  35186-7. — Same  might  apply  to  other 
estates,  so  very  serious  state  of  affairs  was  created; 
people  should  be  much  more  careful  than  they  were 
as  to  bargains  that  they  made,  but  they  cared  for 
nothing  but  present  relief,  35189-90. — Shopkeepers 
and  professional  men  of  Ireland  were  as  responsible 
for  repayments  as  farmers;  all  classes  concerned 
should  have  voice  in  negotiations,  35191-3. 


Loud  Annesley’s  Estates. 

Parish  of  Leitrim  was  under  Lord  Amiesley,  and 
only  good  land  on  estate  he  took  from  tenants  and 
added  to  his  immense  demesne;  tenants  had  to  pay 
high  rent  for  poor  land ; general  belief  was  that  other 
landlords  had  agreed  to  wait  and  see  how  Down- 
shire  sale  would  end,  so  that  they  might  demand 
same  price,  35193. — About  thirty -one  tenants  had  been 
displaced  in  1870  in  order  to  add  their  ■ land  to 
demesne,  35195. — Area  of  demesne  was  probably  as  ex- 
tensive as  area  of  twelve  townlands  outside  it,  35196. 
Portion  of  it  was  in  timber  and  portion  was  used  for 
grazing,  35198. — None  of  it  was  let  as  accommoda- 
tion land  to  local  tenants;  part  of  a road  had  for- 
merly been  opened  for  convenience  of  tenants  going 
to  market,  but  that  was  now  closed,  and  tenants  had 
to  go  two  or  three  miles  round,  35199. — There  was 
large  area  of  congestion  contiguous  to  this  huge 
demesne,  largely  owing  to  consolidation  of  holdings 
in  1870,  35200-2. — Portion  taken  in  1870  might  be 
35205  f°r  “nProvemen*  holdings  in  neighbourhood, 

Purchase  of  Estates. 

Sale  of  Downshire  Hilltown  Estate  was  being 
negotiated;  purchase  price  demanded  by  Lora 
Arthur  Hill  and  his  agent  was  24  g years’ 
purchase,  plus  bonus ; tenants  had  sent  memo- 
rial to  Estates  Commissioners  stating  that  they  were 
unable  to  pay  such  a price,  35103-4. — Lord  Arthur 
Hill’s  policy  was  to  separate  poorer  portion  of  estate 
from  richer  and  to  make  it  a separate  estate  in  order 
to  get  the  bonus,  35105-7. — Poorer  portion,  who  did 
not  agree  to  terms,  were  afraid  of  being  included, 
35108. — Under  Ashbourne  Act  six  estates  had  been 
sold  in  district;  one  at  thirteen  years’  purchase, 
others  at  fifteen ; none  more  than  sixteen ; estate 
sold  at  thirteen  years’  purchase  comprised  better 
land  than  that  for  which  24^  was  now  asked,  35108. 

It  was  evident  that  prices  would  be  fixed  too  high, 
as  parties  were  receiving  and  paying  away  somebody 
else’s  money  for  the  moment ; in  interest  of  all  con- 
cerned, a third  impartial  opinion  should  be  taken 
before  advance  was  made ; under  existing  circum- 
stances Estates  Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts 
Board  could  only  question  in  limited  number  of 
cases,  though,  as  Clinton  sale  had  proved,  some  rents 
were  not  Worth  half  the  lowest  zone  price ; Irish  rate- 
payers who  were  responsible  for  payments,  if  pur- 
chasing tenants  failed  to  pay  instalments,  w eve  not 
allowed  any  voice  in  transaction,  35211. 

Turbary.  ' . 

Bogs  in  this  district  were  now  almost  exhausted, 
and  this  caused  great  loss  and  ihconvenience,  35211. 


LOWRY,  Rev.  ANDREW — continued- 
Canadian  Cattle. 

If  restrictions  on  importation  of  Canadian  cattle 
were  removed  in  near  future  it  would  be  another 
cause  of  serious  loss  to  tenant-farmers,  already  handi- 
capped by  competition  from  other  countries,  35211. 

Emigration. 

Emigration  was  not  peculiar  to  Ireland,  but  it  was 
only  country  in  the  world  whose  population  was 
declining  through  emigration;  in  other  countries  sur- 
plus population  was  emigrating;  even  in  Ulster  emi- 
gration was  as  great  as  in  South  and  West,  35226-30. 


M'KENNA,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 


Valuation  and  Rents  of  County  Monaghan. 

Farms  of  County  Monaghan  were  extremely  highly 
rented,  even  after  two  judicial  reductions ; it  was 
highest  rented  county  in  Ireland ; reason  was  that 
valuation  began  in  1848,  and  Castleblayney,  Newry, 
and  Armagh  Unions  were  last  three  finished  in 
1864  and  1865 ; prices  of  farm  produce  had  gone  up  in 
intervening  years,  because  of  Crimean  and  American 
Civil  Wars ; agricultural  valuation  in  Monaghan 
was  £1  3s.  Ad.  per  Irish  acre  ; in  Kildare  £1  2s;  one 
result  was  that  rents  were  very  high ; in  one  case 
rent  of  five  Irish  acres  was  £6  7s.  Id.  in  1844 ; in 
1862  it  was  £7  18s.  lid.  ; in  1867  £11  18s.  8d.  ; now 
it  was  £5  15s. ; there  were  eleven  townlands  in  witness’ 
parish,  average  height  being  700  to  800  feet  above 
sea-level,  with  cold  climate,  in  which  nothing  pro- 
gressed from  middle  of  October  to  April ; land  rented 
at  £1  an  acre  was  only  worth  19s.,  35236-7. — Rent  of 
one  townland  ninety  years  ago  was  200  guineas ; 
now,  after  second  judicial  lease,  it  was  £126,  a 
reduction  of  40  per  cent,  on  highest  rent ; about 
beginning  of  last  century  district  was  a good  one  for 
flax-growing,  when  ground  was  well  cultivated  ; while 
that  continued  rents  were  increased,  and  never  lowered 
after ; in  eleven  townlands  mentioned,  comprising 
35,000  acres,  there  were  about  200  families ; even 
second  term  rents  were  high  ; an  evicted  tenant  named' 
Duffy  had  been  reinstated,  but  had  never  been  able 
to  make  rent  out  of  his  holding,  35238. — Valuation 
was  no  test,  as  it  was  far  too  high ; district  would  ■ 
require  special  treatment  by  Congested  Districts- 
Board,  or  some  other  body,  35240. 

Industries. 

Formerly  there  was  a great  deal  of  spinning, 
weaving,  bleaching,  and  corn  milling  for  wheat, 
35240. — In  1876  corn-growing  and  milling  were  at 
lowest  ebb,  35242. 

Turbary. 

Loss  of  turbary  had  cleared  out  a great  many  people  ; 
in  one  case  tenant  had  bog  when  rent  was  £2  15s., 
but  when  rent  was  liaised  to  £4  10s.  0 d.  was  taken 
away  and  he  was  charged  Is.  a perch,  afterwards 
being  raised  to  Is.  3d.,  and  then  2s.,  35243. — In  case 
of  80  per  cent,  of  people  turf  was  exhausted,  35244. — 
For  fuel  they  either  cut  rods  or  went  a distance  anil 
paid  4s.  6 d.  a perch  to  people  who  had  a few  acres  of 
bog,  35245. 

Compulsory  Purchase  and  Abolition  of  Zones. 

There  should  be  compulsory  purchase  at  a fair 
price,  not  on  high  second  term  rents  ; zones  for  poor 
land  should  be  abolished,  if  not  people  would  not- 
be  able  to  pay  annuities ; want  of  security  was  great 
obstacle  to  increased  energy,  for  if  a man  failed  to 
pay  his  rent  all  his  property  in  the  land  was  gone ; 
witness  gave  examples  to  prove  necessity  for  com- 
pulsory sale  and  inspection  ; at  a certain  sale,  seven- 
teen years  before,  inspector  from  Land  Commission 
had  refused  to  sanction  price  of  some  holdings,  as 
they  were  uneconomic ; afterwards  agent  had  tried 
to  coerce  tenants  into  paying  difference  to  landlords, 
which  was  illegal ; one  great  benefit  . of  sale  was 
confidence  and'  encouragement  given  by  proprietorship  ; 
a man  from  Scotland  purchased  about  one  and  a half 
■acres  of  land  which  had  been  bog  and  built  a good 
house  on  it.  After  a while  he  returned  to  Scotland, 
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and  house  sold  for  £50  ; judicial  lease  liad  been  18s., 
but  landlord  raised  it  to  £1,  and  changed  lease  from 
present  to  future  tenancy ; case  was  taken  to  court, 
and  judge  made  him  present  tenant  at  rent  of  £1  ; 
in  another  case  same  landlord  wanted  to  change 
second-term  judicial  rents  to  first  term  rents,  to 
increase  purchase  price  ; to  save  the  people  from  such 
things  compulsory  purchase  at  a fair  price  was  the 
only  remedy,  35245. 

Future  Tenancies. 

System  of  future  tenancies  was  very  objectionable ; 
out  of  about  580  farmers  in  the  parish  92  had  pur- 
chased under  Ashbourne-Balfour  Acts,  and  60  or  70, 
or  more,  were  future  tenants ; most  of  these  were  in 
a terrible  condition,  as  rack-rents  of  thirty  years  ago 
were  perpetuated,  and  people  could  not  get  judicial 
It  ases ; rent  was  paid  by  sons  or  daughters  in  America 
or  elsewhere,  35245. 

High  Purchase  Prices. 

High  purchase  prices  were  caused  by  disproportion 
between  supply  and  demand ; few  farms  came  into 
the  market,  and  high  prices  were  offered  for  these 
by  people  who  had  been  out  of  Ireland  but  wished 
to  spend  their  last  days  there ; so  they  offered  prices 
which  farmers  could  not  give ; in  one  case  farm  was 
sold  for  £100  when  buildings  on  it  were  worth  £200  ; 
landlord  claimed  £25  or  £30  because  he  had  given 
timber  and  slates ; £100  was  all  the  tenant  got ; in 
another  case  young  man  had  bought  farm  of  ten  acres 
for  £145  ; rent  was  £9  5s. ; purchase  money  would  not 
pay  for  house  and  fences  or  unexhausted  manure; 
it  was  a fallacy  to  suppose  that  high  prices  for 
farms  WaS  proof  t*!at  i|ind  was  valuable  in  Ireland, 


QUIN,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 

tenants  had  bought  out  under  different  Acts,  35270 

Average  valuation  of  holdings  in  South  Armagh  was 
less  than  £4 ; most  were  from  £4  down  to  £1  ; moun- 
tain regions  were  all  congested  ; Lower  Few  was  not 
congested ; even  if  people  got  land  in  congested  por- 
tions for  nothing  they  could  not  make  living  out  of 
it,  35273. — South  Armagh  should  be  scheduled  as  con- 
gested, 35274-35276. — Witness  considered  this  Commis- 
sion, as  important  as  Bessborough  Commission  before 
Act  of  1881,  and  hoped  it  would  have  far-reaching  re- 
sults, 25275. — Congested  Districts  Board  would  be 
more  serviceable  and  profitable  to  South  Armagh  than 
Estates  Commissioners,  35277. 


M'EVOY,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Agricult itr. ax  Scheme  op  Department  op 
Agriculture. 

Scheme  was  working  well  through  County  Down 
but  poorest  districts  did  not  benefit,  as  people  were 
too  poor  to  purchase  live  stock ; poor  districts  should 
be  scheduled  under  Congested  Districts  Board,  who 
might  help  with  cattle-breeding  stock,  35247.— Agri- 
cultural Department  had  now  entire  charge  of  all 
agricultural  work,  35248-9.— Agricultural  schemes  in 
i?aV°  assistance  to  Shows>  assisted 
W ®a«le  breeding  gave  prizes  for  growing  flax,  best 
kept  cottages,  and  best  kept  small  farms,  35252.— 
There  were  no  scheduled  areas  in  Count v Down,  so 

rat?  wST  cj)1?tributed  to  •agricultural 

35.25.3-4— Scheme  had  been  prepared  by  Depart- 
ber  bm  bnng  good  to  greatest  num- 

^ P°°r  could  °,nly  benefit  by  fowl  schemes, 
*&  they  were  too  poor  to  benefit  by  others,  35255-7  — 
tbm™l,m  b°ars  were  doing  a great  deal  of  good 
runtry’  35258— As  a rule  cattle  £ 
dlstnct  ^ were  not  finished  there,  but  were 
f'^er^pped  to  England  or  sold  to  large  graziers 


TlSS?.*?3*  ¥»di,1S  t»  markets  would  be  great  hole  . 

ESSES  o?UX  ttlSo“iert“in 

Tillage. 

f«X  » ml”  of  fZ  that  three. 

under  tillage,  35262,  35266-Y  Cwnty  Down  was 
QUIN,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 

Congestion. 


Witness  had  negotiated  for  nearly  3,000  tenants 
directly'  with  landlords  and  agents ; recently  Cap- 
tain Alexander’s  estate  at  Forkhill  had  been  pur- 
chased ; there  were  692  holdings  ; 559  of  these  were 
rented  under  £4,  and  down  .to  £2  and  £1 ; 113  hold- 
ings ranged  from  £4  to  £10;  about  twenty  were 
above  £10;  Johnson  Estate,  alongside,  had  250  hold- 
ings ; of  these  207  were  under  £4,  forty-three  be- 
tween £4  and  £10,  and  two  above  £10  ; on  Littledale 
estate,  out  of  sixty-seven  holdings,  fifty-nine  were 
under  £4,  and  eight  between  £4  and  £10,  35271.— 
All  these  were  sold  ; but  Richardson’s  estate,  close  to 
Bessbrook,  though  sold,  was  not  yet  signed  ; average 
was  much  the  same ; on  some  estates  near  Crossma- 
glen  average  would  be  less,  35272.— Prices  had  gone 
up  very  much  under  Act  of  1903 ; about  six  or  seven 
years  ago  witness  had  negotiated  purchase  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Glenny’s  estate  at  Warrenpoint ; seventeen  years’ 
purchase  was  given  on  second-term  rents ; Mrs. 
Quinn’s  estate  was  purchased  at  same  rate,  35305.— 
Alexander’s  Estate  was  purchased,  after  two  years’ 
negotiations,  under  Act  of  1903,  at  221,-  years’  pur- 
chase ; Listurgan  sold  at  23£  years’-  purchase,  Mr. 
Richardson’s  at  20|  years’  purchase  on  first  term 
rents ; Mr.  Littledale’s  sold  at  23  years’  purchase ; 
bonus  in  addition  to  all  these ; for  good  land  241 
years  purchase  was  equitable,  but  extravagant  foi 
congested  land ; good  lands  had  sold,  and  landlords 
were  holding  out  for  high  prices  on  bad  lands ; if 
congested  districts  were  not  dealt  with  soon  there 
would  be  greater  row  than  in  1881;  witness  sug- 
gested  no  bonus  on  sales  of  241,-  years’  purchase,  but 
on  18  years’  purchase  there  should  be  a bonus  of 
about  20  per  cent. ; 22  years’  purchase  should  receive 
14  or  15  per  cent. ; df  this  were  done,  congested  areas 
would  soon  be  = sold,  35312.— Bad  lands  always  had 
small  holdings,  35313.— So  bonus  should  be  regulated 
in  inverse  ratio  to  quality  of  land,  35317.— Congested 
areas  should  be  treated  specially  favourably,  instead 
of  being  blocked,  as  they  were,  owing  to  landlords 
asking  extravagant  prices ; Mr.  S-proule,  of  Sperrin, 
County  Tyrone,  was  offering  his  estate  at  27?  years’ 

C chase,  reserving  the  shooting ; witness  had 
ght  best  land  from  him  at  24 J,  years’  purchase, 
■todlo.  Landlord  should  not  lose,  -and  tenant  should 
not  lose;  State  should  make  up  deficiency,  35319-21. 

, to'v®1  the  price,  the  higher  the  bonus  ought  to 
be,  34322-3.— In  sales  in  his  district)  witness  had 
i ji  tonants,  generally  speaking,  reasonable,  but 
landlords  were  not;  as  an  example,  Colonel 
Hutcheson  Poe,  of  County  Tyrone,  was  asking 
*64  years  purchase  for  a bogland  estate  nine  miles 
rom  a railway,  although  the  Hope  Estate  adjoining, 
e largest  in  the  county,  had  been  sold  at  seventeen 
years  purchase;  he  was  finally  offered  221  years’ 
purchase,  but  refused  it ; other  landlords  also  refused 
to  sell,  and  end  would  be  a fight  between  landlords 
J*  ¥r‘  B°yd-  agent  from  Letterkenny, 
jected.  to  Estates  Commissioners  fixing  rent,  as  they 
represented  State,  which  advanced  the  money ; 
tribuna1  ought  quickly  to  be  appointed  for  settlement 
of  the  question ; once  the  land  question  was  settled 
all  other  things  would  follow,  35323-4. 

Congested  Districts  Board  and  Estates 
Commissioners. 

**  w,as  disadvantage  to  have  two  Boards  doing 
same  class  of  work  m same  county,  35278.— If  new 
^aSSed  .C?W,t®d  Districts  Board  would  have 
fteno  wbmb  they  ought  to  have,  as  they  had 

1..  j-  work,  35279. — Witness  would  advocate 
handing  over  South  Armagh  to  Board,  35280.—  Both 
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BELL,  Mr.  W.  R. 


bodies  should  co-operate  in  working  for  the  good  of 
Ireland,  35281. — Board  should  be  confined  to  area 
where  there  was  congestion  ; Commissioners  should 
keep  to  non-congested  areas,  35282. — Estates  Commis- 
sioners had  many  functions  besides  the  relief  of 
congestion,  35285. 


Migration — Industries. 

Large  grazing  farms  of  Louth  and  Meath  might  be 
cut  up  for  purposes  of  migration ; but  people  of 
those  districts  might  well  object  that  they  had  plenty 
of  poor  people  who  had  been  evicted  in  1847  and 
later,  who  had  the  first  claim  on  those  lands  ; witness 
maintained  that  there  was  no  need  for  migration  if 
industries  were  established  and  encouraged,  35287. 
—In  Bessbrook  there  was  a mill  that  employed  2,600 
girls — only  very  few  men  were  employed  as 

mechanics ; about  1874  Bessbrook  quarries  were  in 
working  order  and  paying  out  £1,000  a week ; Mr. 
Richardson  had  let  the  quarries  to  a man  named 
Sturgeon  for  ten  years,  at  £100  a year ; they  had 
never  been  worked  since  ; they  could  now  be  re-opened, 
as  lease  was  up,  and  they  were  back  in  Mr.  Richard- 
son's hands,  35287. — Mr.  Sturgeon  had  leased  quarries 
with  object  of  preventing  competition  against  his  own 
quarries  in  Newry,  35288-92.— In  Lislea  district  there 
was  a good  quarry— if  developed  it  would  give  employ- 
ment to  200  or  300  hands ; stone  was  excellent  for 
setts,  as  it  was  very  hard,  and,  if  properly  worked,  it 
would  give  employment  in  neighbourhood,  and  pre- 
vent necessity  for  migration,  35293. — There  were 
skilled  workers  belonging  to  neighbourhood ; all  that 
was  wanted  was  capital,  35295-305. — Bonus  on  output 
for  the  year  would  be  a good  way  of  encouraging  the 
quarries,  35305. — Shirt-making  had  been  established 
in  Mullaghbawn,  and  Father  Johnston  had  under- 
taken to  work  it  out ; branch  had  also  been  established 
m Dundalk,  but  had  failed  ; Mullaghbawn  industry 
was  now  giving  employment  to  eighty  or  a hundred 
girls,  earning  from  eight  to  ten  shillings  a week  ; in 
Crossmaglen  a crochet  and  other  needlework  industry 
had  been  started  by  Very  Rev.  Canon  M'Geehy,  and 
that  employed  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred ; if 
these  and  similar  industries  were  developed  thev 
would  be  more  comfortable  at  home  than  if  thev 
migrated  to  Meath  or  Louth,  35305. 


M'G  TILL,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Congestion. 

District  south  of  Newry  was  congested ; in  Forkhill 
electoral  Division  average  valuation  of  townland  of 
Oarrigans  was  £3  8s.,  and  of  Cloughcara  £3  12s.  ; 
in  Jonesboro  division  average  valuation  of  Carrick- 
h aaxi  was  £3  18s.,  of  Drominta  £4  2s.  ; in  Killeavy 
division  Townahawn  had  £3  13s.,  and  Bellinliss 
wVVcAn  1D  L^th„b,ergt  division  Lathbergt  townland 
I2L  and  Maphoner  £2  13s.,  and  Tullama- 

1s‘ lan.d  V migration  was  wanted  to 
?fg€stlon  in  ihese  Places>  35325.— In  these 
?6,r?- no  areas  which  could  be  taken  for 
v ^ holding^  35326-8._And  four  electoral 
of,/orkhin,  Killeavy,  Jonesboro’  and  Lath- 
ce'nf  ,b?,.scheduled.  as  in  Forkhill  82  per 

lch°ldlngS  were  under  £1°  valuation,  in 
Jonesboro  85  per  cent.,  and  in  Killeavy  81  per  cent., 
S3'~3n  Lathbergt  nearly  90  per  cent,  of 
should8  Hnde*'  £l°  filiation  ; these  districts 

■syttSStt;  &st h,ve  — ic 


MAai^aldg'a”la^e  w°yd.d  “ake  more  land  available, 
ore  was  much  wet  lowland,  35329-30. 

Valuation. 

WoSdd3WS  average  valuation  of  £3  8s.  to  £4  Is. 
35338.-3)1;;^“  hea?  Ration  of  from  14s.  to  16s., 
about 'SO,  Lg  valuation  by  population  would  get 
Per  head  valuation,  35339. 


Congestion. 

Southern  portion  of  County  Armagh  was  poorest 
part  of  county,  Jonesboro,  Killeavy,  Forkhill,  Lath- 
bergt ; county  schemes  worked  well  in  better 
portions  of  county,  but  in  poorer  portions  premium 
bulls  had  not  been  taken  up  at  all,  and  these  areas 
were  scheduled  ; assistance  might  be  obtained,  35340. — 
As  Department  would  have  supplemental  schemes  for 
them,  35343. — In  electoral  divisions  of  Jonesboro’ 
and  Killeavy  area  was  13,852  acres,  including  3,000 
acres  of  mountain,  and  population  was  4,482 ; in 
other  districts  population  was  as  dense,  35369. 

Cattle  Breeding,  etc. 

In  poorer  parts  bulls  could  not  be  obtained ; finally 
Department  lent  £60  for  purchase  of  a bull,  about 
three  years  ago,  and  it  had  done  much  good,  35342— 
Witness  handed  in  maps  showing  portions  of  district 
without  premium  bulls,  as  people  were  too  poor  to 
buy  them ; also  reports  of  working  of  schemes, 
35373-4. — Boards  of  Guardians  had  purchased  good 
boars,  and  were  in  that  way  improving  breed  of  pigs, 
35344.— Horse-breeding  had  sufiered  badly,  as  until 
this  year  Department  had  refused  to  subsidise  half- 
bred  hunter  sires;  they  had  now,  however,  agreed  to 
do  it,  35344.  6 


Itinerant  Instructors  and  Experimental  Plots. 

Itinerant  instructors  were  doing  much  good  in  dis- 
trict; they  stayed  about  three  weeks  in  one  place, 
and  young  and  middle- «g  d farmers  attended  and 
received  valuable  instruction ; experimental  plots  had 
so  far  not  been  a great  success  ; a better  plan  would 
be  to  have  several  months’  continuous  instruction  ; but 
it  took  twelve  months  to  get  round  county,  35345-56. 

Industries. 

Mullaghbawn  Shirt  Factory  had  been  assisted  by 
County  Committee ; salaries  of  two  instruct  .esie’s 
from  Manchester  had  been  paid  by  them,  35356— 
Poultry-breeding  had  greatly  improved  ; local  shows 
gave  prizes  to  encourage  the  people  to  improve  stock, 
35357.— Egg  stations  had  been  a success,  35359— 
Scheme  was  similar  to  that  carried  out  by  Congested 
Districts  Board  in  West  of  Ireland,  35361.— New 
blood  had  to  be  constantly  introduced,  or  breed  of 
poultry  would  not  improve,  35363-5.— Flax-growing 
had  been  revived  in  southern  portion  of  county  ; 
County  Committee  offered  prizes  for  flax,  and  there 
were  180  entries  last  year,  35368. — New  industries 
should  only  be  subsidised  for  a time,  they  should  then 
succeed  on  their  own  merits,  35370.— Mullaghbawn 
Shirt  Factory  had  been  subsidised  by  Armagh  County 
Committee  until  it  was  well  started,  35371-2. 


LENNON,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Means  or  Transit. 

Road-making  should  be  encouraged,  and  railway 
should  be  constructed  from  Newry  to  Castlewellan 
via  Mayobridge  and  Hilltown,  35377. 


Land  Purchase. 

Witness  knew  estate  which  was  sold  before  Act  of 
1903  at  fifteen  years’  purchase ; another  estate  was 
offered  since  Act  of  1903,  and  landlord  wanted  273 
years’  ; farmers  desired  - to  become  owners  at  fair 
price ; there  should  be  inspection  in  all  cases,  35377. 


■ULLAGE  ON  WITNESS’S  FARM. 

farmed  about  seventy  acres,  with 
valuation  of  £41,  35376.— Witness  tilled  all 

his  farm  except  four  or  five  acres,  35379. 
—Good  deal  of  land  was  reclaimed,  and  rota- 
tion of  crops  was  observed  ; cattle  were  stall-fed  on 
a small  scale,  but  that  was  not  general  practice  in 
neighbourhood,  35381-90— Stock  carried  was  about 
five  milch  cows,  four  two-year-olds,  five  or  six  year- 
olds,  and  three  horses,  35392— Witness  bred  his  own 
two-year-olds,  and  kept  them  beyond  that  if  he  did 
not  need  money,  35393-8. — There  was  enough  manure 
made,  with  the  addition  of  artificial  manure,  35390- 
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MURPHY,  Rev.  R.  J. 


Compulsion. 

Compulsion  should  be  on  landlord  as  to  selling 
price  and  on  tenant  at  a fair  price,  35401-2. — If  land- 
lord and  tenant  disagreed  >as  to  value,  Inspector,  or 
some  tribunal,  would  have  to  settle  price,  35403-4. 


O’ HARE,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Itinerant  Instructors  of  Department  of. 

Agriculture. 

Lectures  held  under  auspices  of  Department  had 
been,  as  a rule,  failures,  as  they  were  not  attended 
by  the  people  whom  they  were  meant  to  benefit ; the 
instruction  was  tco  technical  and  impractical,  and  only 
young  boys  came  to  amuse  themselves,  though  in  a 
limited  way  some  spirit  of  inquiry  had  been  roused 
among  some  farmers,  35405. — Witness’s  quarrel  was 
with  the  system,  not  with  instruction,  35406. — He 
did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Bell’s  evidence  that  lectures 
had  done  much  good,  35411-14. — Lectures  might  be 
made  useful  if  properly  conducted,  35415. — Theory 
should  be  largely  supplemented  by  practical  demon- 
strations, 35418-23. 


Congestion. 

District  should  be  scheduled  as  congested,  as 
roads  were  bad,  peat  was  scarce,  and  there  were  no 
industries ; even  .granite  quarries  had  ceased  to  give 
employment  to  large  numbers  of  workers  ; rates  were 
high ; Depariiment  of  Agriculture  required  one  penny 
in  the  pound,  which  was  spent  on  unsuccessful  in- 
struction, but  could  be  much  better  spent  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  on  development  of  industries, 
35423. — Holdings  were  mostly  small,  and  nearly  all 
the  farmers  had  sons  and  daughters  in  America; 
Oorrags  townland  had  area  of  570  acres,  valuation 
£376  10a.,  average  about  £4  70 ; Burren  had  area  of 
740  acres,  valuation  £495,  average  £4-80  per  head ; 
Carriekmacstay,  area  515  acres,  valuation  £299  Is., 
average  £4'30,  35431. — These  conditions  were  repro- 
duced in  other  townlands ; Turmonbarry  was  even 
worse,  as  valuation  was  only  £2' 15,  35435. — Whole 
of  Warrenpoint  Rural  was  not  so  bad  as  that,  but 
many  townlands  were  quite  as  bad,  35436-39. 

Industries. 

If  Congested  Districts  Board  took  charge  of  dis- 
trict, industries  should  be  started,  35423.— Instruc- 
tion in  such  industries  as  lacework,  machine-knitting 
and  “ homespuns  ” should  be  given;  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  brick-making,  as  clay  seemed 
good  ; waste  portions  should  be  planted  with  trees, 
as  that  would  add  warmth  to  district,  and  there 
would  be  value  of  timber,  35440-4. 


Agricultural  Teaching  in  National  Schools. 

1900  teaching  of  agriculture  was  taken  out  ol 
National  Schools  and  handed  over  bo  Department, 
but  it  would  be  much  greater  advantage  for  it  to  be 
taught  in  Primary  Schools,  25426-7.— School  gardene 
should  be  attached  to  schools,  35428.— Or  boysshoulc 
have  opportunity  of  studying  on  lands  of  practioa 
fanners,  35429-31. 


Emigration. 

Oeer  oue-tlmxl  of  grown-up  people  had  gone  awa 
to  England,  Scotland,  or  America  to  earn  their  In 

M432Tme  Came  baCk’’  but  the  maiority  did  not 


Land  Purchase. 

. S'  'J^tiations  for  sales  had  been  going  . 

to*1  landlords  and  tenants  had  been  u 
able  to  come  to  terms,  35440. 

Compulsion. 

It  would  be  fair  fo  compel  landlords  to  sell  at  re 
tollable  rates ; best  land  should  sell  at  twenty-four 
but  poor  land  It  mu 
IMS  if  bad  land  were  not  reduced,  annuities  cou 
not  be  paid,  and  county  at  lai^e  wonjd  be  resipo 
sible,  which  would  be  rumour-,  35446-9.  P 


Congestion. 

Entire  barony  of  Lower  Mourne  was  congested  dis- 
trict under  definition  of  Land  Act  of  1903 ; freon 
Newcastle,  at  one  end,  to  Kilkeel  river  at  the  other 
as  two-thirds  of  all  holdings  in  townlands  in  Union 
of  Kilkeel  were  of  £5  or  under,  35450-1. — Electoral 
divisions  were  Mullertown  and  Ballykeel,  35452,— 
Total  number  of  holdings  was  1,381,  of  which  1,018 
were  rated  at  £5  and  under,  35453. — In  townland  of 
Magheragh  there  were  seventy-nine  holdings,  thirty- 
eight  under  £5  and  forty-one  over,  35454.— In  Upper 
Mourne,  from  Kilkeel  to  Causeway  Water,  bordering 
Kilbroney,  down  to  Greencastle,  there  were  rorty 
townlands,  and  all  were  congested,  but  not  to  same 
extent  as  Lower  Mourne,  35455-9. — Causeway  Water 
was  four  miles  outside  Rostrevor,  35460. — In  Upper 
Mourne  holdings  totalled  1,697,  including  mountain 
and  lowland,  894  were  £5  and  under,  35463. — In 
mountain  district  there  were  605  holdings,  387  were 
from  £5  down,  35464. — In  Lower  Mourne  there  were 
not  forty  holdings  over  £10,  only  fourteen  over  £20 
35465. — Most  land  in  both  districts  was  poor,  damp! 
and  moory,  being  all  reclaimed,  and  still  requiring 
draining  and  limeing,  35467. — All  reclamation  had 
been  done  by  tenants,  whose  rent  was  raised  as  mion 
as  they  improved  the  land,  35468. — There  was  r.o 
limestone,  it  was  five  or  six  miles  away  on  little 
islands  near  Greencastle,  35469-70. — There  was  no 
untenanted  land  for  enlargement  of  holdings  and 
people  would  not  migrate,  35473. — If  district  were 
scheduled  under  Congested  Districts  Board  fishermen 
would  be  benefited,  land  would  be  reclaimed,  and 
industries  fostered,  35475. 

Drainage. 

Arterial  drainage  was  not  required,  35478. — But 
farm  drainage  was ; people  themselves  did  not  do  it, 
because  they  worked  at  the  stone  trade,  and  it  would 
not  pay  them  to  leave  that  and  spend  their  time  in 
reclaiming  the  land,  35479-82. — If  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  took  charge  of  the  work  the  people  of  the 
holdings  would  help,  35483-6. — If  stone  trade  failed 
they  would  have  better  land  if  drainage  were  carried 
out,  35486-88. — Land  was  CQld  and  must  be  drained 
first  and  limed  afterwards,  35495. — Prize  system 
might  encourage  people  to  drain  their  own  farms, 
but  if  it  interfered  with  their  other  work  they  would 
not  heed  the  prizes,  35498. — Grant  proportionate  to 
the  expense  would  be  much  more  effective,  35502.— 
If  public  body  helped  in  this  way,  people  had  suffi- 
cient agricultural  education  to  make  most  of  the 
holdings,  35504-5. — If  drainage  were  carried  out, 
people  would  have  holdings  to  fall  back  upon  if  stone 
quarrying  failed;  it  was  disappearing,  as  Belfast 
Waterworks  had  got  power  of  catchment  over  large 
area,  35513. 

Industries. 

In  summer  men  earned  eighteen  shillings  to  one 
pound  by  working  at  kerbstone  in  the  quarries; 
the  sett-fworkfers  earned'  twtenty-five  shillings  a 
week ; some  years  ago  they  earned  £3  per  week, 
35489.  —Ordinary  quarrymen  earned  fourteen  shil- 
lings a week,  35490. — Quarries  that  remained  now, 
after  Belfast  Waterworks  catchment,  were  surface 
quarries,  hard  to  get  at,  and  with  poorer  stone, 
35514-6.— They  were  closed  in  1902-3,  35517.— Women 
were  engaged  in  lettering  handkerchiefs  in  their  own 
homes,  earning  only  two  or  three  shillings  a week, 
working  from  morning  till  night,  35510-2.— Granite 
setts  were  shipped  from  Annalong,  35527.— People  of 
Lower  Mourne  worked  in  the  quarries,  35528- 
People  of  Upper  Mourne  depended  on  the  mountain 
sheep,  35529. — Mountain  grazing  belonged  to  Lord 
Kilmorey,  who  let  it  to  some  tenants  at  sixpence 
per  head  for  sheep,  35530.— County  Council  helped 
in  cattle-breding  and  stock  had  improved,  35508. 


markecl  increase  of  emigration 
i-WW-O,  35518. — It  was  much  greater  than  in  cl 
years  of  last  century,  35520. 


TURBARY. 

Valuable  peat  moss  had  been  lost  to.  the  people  by 
c using  of  the  catchment  between  Newcastle  and  Kil- 
icee  , thus  reducing  fuel  supply ; people  had  got,  very 
little  compensation  and  had  now  to  buv  expensive 
coal,  36521-6.  J 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  VII. 


331 


MURPHY,  Rev.  R.  J.— continued. 


MURPHY,  Rev.  R.  J. — continued. 


Land  Purchase. 

Most  of  the  small  holdings  of  district  had  been 
sold  through  Estates  Commissioners  at  from  twenty- 
one  to  twenty-four  years’  purchase,  though  final 
settlement  had  not  yet  been  made,  35531. — Mountain 
sold  at  20  years’  purchase  and  was  put  under  ia  Com- 
mittee of  Tenants,  35532-3. — Ten, ants  had  not  received 
vesting  orders  and  landlord  had  not  received  money, 
so  farmers  were  peasant  proprietors,  paying  interest 
on  purchase,  35534-5. — Small  farmers  could  not  do 
without  mountain  to  graze  sheep,  35536. — Sporting 
rights  on  mountain  were  reserved  by  landlord,  35537. 
—Trustees  would  engage  herd  for  the  mountains  and 
tenants  would  pay  so  much  per  head  for  sheep, 
35538.- -Committee  of  Trustees  had  been  nominated 
and  sent  to  Land  Commission,  35539. — There  had 
been  inspection,  as  all  the  tenants  had  not  agreed 
to- buy  at  the  price,  twenty-one  to  twenty- four  years’ 
purchase,  so  estate  had  to  be  valued  by  Estates 
Commission,  35543-6. — It  had  not  been  represented 
to  Commissioners  that  much  of  estate  was  congested, 
35547. — They  were  waiting  for  their  decision  regard- 
ing the  one-fourth  minority  who  did  not  agree  to  buy, 
35548.— Tenants  had  had  no  rights  to  the  mountain, 
which  was  let  by  landlord  to  a certain  man,  who 
sub-let  it  for  sheep-grazing  at  so  much  per  head, 
35550-5. — After  sale  mountain  would  belong  to  ten- 
ants as  a whole,  and  trustees  would  represent  tenant 
and  landlord;  they  would  decide  number  of  sheep  to 
be  allowed  and  price  per  head,  35556. — Payment  for 
sheep  would  pay  annuity  for  whole  mounta;n  after 
purchase,  35558,  35566. — Trustees  were  to  be  respon- 
sible to  Estates  Commissioners  for  payment  of  an- 
nuity on  purchase- money,  35563. — There  would  be  a 
general  vesting  order  to  trustees  of  tenants,  35565. — 
Tenants  would  be  responsible,  through  trustees  as 
their  agents;  if  sheep  went  down  trustees  had  power 
to  resign,  35567-71. — This  mountain  included  whole 
of  Barony  of  Mourne  Mountains,  35572. — If  there 
were  surplus  after  annuity  was  paid  trustees  would 
be  bound  to  refund  to  tenants,  35573. — As  agreement 
to  that  effect  would  have  to  be  made,  35574. — If  there 
were  a straggle  between  trustees  and  tenants,  trustees 
would  have  to  give  in,  35576-8. — Sheep-rearing  was 
probably  as  lasting  an  industry  as  farming,  35579. — 
Tenants  acquired  prospective  right  for  grazing  on 
mountain  after  signing  agreement,  35582.— Though 
definite  agreement  as  to  number  of  sheep  to  be  grazed 
was  not  made,  35584. 

Reclamation  of  Land. 

There  was  no  untenanted  land  for  enlargement  of 
holdings,  and  people  would  not  migrate  as  they  were 
too  much  attached  to  their  holdings,  but  many'  hold- 
Tcrnc^J^t  be  improved  if  waste  land  was  reclaimed, 
35585-90. — Waste  land  that  might  be  reclaimed  was 
that  from  the  foot  of  the  mountain  down  to  the 
valley,  heather,  stones,  and  moor,  but  if  people  had 
other  work  to  do  it  would  not  be  worth  while  trying 
to  reclaim  this,  35591-7. 


Railways. 

People  far  from  a market  town  suffer  for  want  of 
transit  facilities ; this  would  be  remedied  if  line  were 
made  to  Kilkeel,  or  from  Mourne  to  Newry,  35598-9. 

■there  was  railway  from  Newry  to  Warrenpoint; 
extension  to  Rostrevor  would  greatly  benefit  fisheries 
• so,  35602-3. — Railway  had  been  mapped  out,  but 
nothing  came  of  it,  35604-5. 

Fisheries. 

Large  number  of  men  depended  on  fishing  for  a 
i v'n§'  whtte  fish  in  winter  and  herring  in  summer ; 
Wi  H~es  were  declining,  35606-Steam  trawling 
tl“1 . "inter  SsIli,'8.  35608. — Conse- 
sum™  l,?*  one  hundred  fishermen  go  to  Scutch 
summer  fishing,  35609— Questions  had  been  asked  in 
fisWiam-Hfc-  ar?ut  the  trawling,  35614-9— Trawlers 
making  « three-mile  limit,  coming  at  night,  and 
l„  nf  off  quickly,  and  Fishery  Board  had  not  taken 
it,  35615-8— Mr.  Green,  head  of 
rm^ry  Department,  had  been  told  about  it;  he  came 
boats  ack/°^  t°  inquire  into  need  for  safe  slip  for 
had  vp?  k ]Tgh  h„e  Promised  help  for  both,  nothing 
d(2e’  35„620-5-  35628-30— Annalong  used 
bv  ro.T  {0T,  th-ese  fi8hermen,  but  it  was  now  used 
coasters  taking  away  stone  from  congested  areas, 


and  fishermen  could  not  get  in,  35626. — Congested 
Districts  Board  could  not  help  with  regard  to  better 
tackle  and  boats,  only  Fishery  Department  could 
give  assistance  of  that  kind,  35635-6. — Making  of  slip 
at  Wrackfort  was  most  important  consideration,  £200 
was  needed,  35638. 

Agricultural  Department. 

Chief  good  done  by  Department  was  improvement 
of  live  stock;  people  were  beginning  to  see  that  bene- 
fits offered  by  Department  were  worth  considering, 


GREENE,  Mr.  CHARLES  E. 

Congestion. 

In  electoral  divisions  of  Castlewellan  land  was 
rough,  rocky,  and  mountainous,  and  population  was 
declining ; they  should  he  treated  as  congested,  to 
enable  advances  to  be  made  for  improvement  of 
dwellings,  etc.  ; of  small  occupiers  under  £20  valua- 
tion, 40  per  cent,  of  money  so  advanced  should  be  free 
gift;  remainder  should  toe  re-payable  on  easy  terms, 
35644. 

Fisheries. 

Fishermen  of  Ardglass,  Killough,  Strangford  and 
Portaferry  needed  help  to  procure  good  fishing  boats 
and  gear,  as  profits  of  fisheries  were  all  being  secured 
by  Scotch,  Manx,  and  Arklow  boats ; coastline  from 
Dundram  to  Cloughey  should  be  scheduled  in  order 
to  give  this  assistance,  35646— Coast  should  even  be 
scheduled  as  far  as  Donaghadee,  35649-51— Mr.  H. 
M'Grath,  of  Portaferry,  ar.d  Mr.  E.  M'Quaid,  of 
Ardglass,  had  sent  in  statements ; former  was  parti- 
cularly acquainted  with  fishing  requirements,  and 
had  done  all  he  could  to  assist  in  developing  them, 
but  all  the  money  that  had  been  secured  from  De- 
partment since  1899  was  £138,  for  erection  of  small 
pier  .at  Portaferry,  35653— Mr.  Green  had  offered 
loans  under  Fishermen’s  Loans  Act,  but  people'  had 
not  been  able  to  accept,  as  security  was  required,  and 
they  oould  not  get  it ; fishermen  complained . greatly 
of  depredations  of  trawlers  and  inadequate  protec- 
tion ; .they  asked  that  three-mile  limit  might  be  ex- 
tended to  five,  35656-7. — Share  system  enabled  poor 
men  to  get  boats ; security  was  not  required,  and 
boat  remained  property  of  public  body  giving  it  out; 
instalments  were  repayable  as  fishery  progressed, 
35658-62. — Scheme  of  insurance  had  been  started  to 
protect  Department  against  loss  of  boats,  35665. 

Improvement  of  Holdings. 

Improvement  of  housing  accommodation  w.as 
greatly  needed  ; money  oould  be  borrowed  from  Board 
of  Works,  but  proportion  of  what  was  required  should 
be  free  gifts,  for  which  there  was  precedent  in  La- 
bourers Act,  35665. — Small  farmers  under  £5  valua- 
tion needed  assistance  as  much  as  labourers,  35666-8. 
—Labourers’  cottages  were  being  erected  in  Down- 
patrick Rural  .District,  but  small  farmers  should  net 
be  neglected,  35671— In  district  where  holdings  were 
small  there  was  not  same  opening  for  labourers’  oot- 
tages  as  where  holdings  were  large,  35674— In  small 
holding  -districts  inducements  ought  to  be  <»iven  for 
improvement  of  houses,  35676— Prizes  were  ofiered 
to  cottagers  under  County  .Scheme,  but  not  to  small 
occupiers,  35677— Labourers  Act  was  one  of  most 
beneficial  Acts  ever  passed,  35679. — Corresponding 
advantages  should  be  extended  to  small  farmer  class 
35680.— -Subsidy  would  be  better  than  prize  scheme’ 


Valuation  and  Population. 

Schedules  showing  decrease  in  population  since 
1881,  and  valuation  of  electoral  divisions  of  Castle- 
wellan, Dunmore,  Rosconnor,  and  Seaforde,  35686. 

Industries. 

In  district  there  was  iron  ore  of  good  quality,  and 
in  Dundram  there  was  said  to  be  coal,  lead,  and 
silver'  mine ; in  Kilbeggan  there  was  coal  deposit ; 
if  these  were  developed  emigration  would  'be  pre- 
vented, 35686. — If  money  were  given  to  start,  and 
give  necessary  instructions,  capital  would  probably 
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be  found  in  district;  only  industry  at  present  was 
Oastlewellan  Quarry ; it  needed  development  and  up- 
bo-date  machinery  ; it  could  then  employ  ten  times  ' 
as  many  people  as  at  present,  35688.— Iron  ore  had  ™?t 
been  shipped  to  North  of  England  not  more  than  ten 
years  before,  35690. 


ntavogie  should  be  limit  of  scheduled  district, 
Clougliey,  as  that  was  quite  as  needy  district 


MORROW,  Mr.  ANDREW. 


DONNELLY,  Kev.  J.  J. 


Ardglass  had  formerly  about  400  fishing  boats,  and 
annual  value  of  fish  was  about  £60,000 ; now  earlier 
taking  of  fish  prevented  herring  fully  maturing,  and 
reputation  of  Ardglass  was  affected,  35693,  35710-11, 
35713,  35772.— Fishermen  said  there  should  be  a 
close  season  for  Ardglass  from  lstt  January  to  25th 
May,  as  fishing  was  being  threatened  with  total  de- 
struction owing  to  invasion  of  Scotch  and  English 
fleets  before  fish  was  fully  matured,  35693,  35702, 
35713,  35760,  35776,  35778. — Trawlers  were  doing  much 
damage  along  the  Ardglass  coast,  notwithstanding 
efforts  of  Government  to  prevent  their  coming  with- 
in three-mile  limit,  35693,  35774,  35782.— Steam 
trawlers  were  all  owned  by  foreigners,  35746. — 
Trawling  limit-  should  be  increased  from  three  miles 
to  six  miles,  -as  in  eonsequence  of  natural  ditch 
formed  by  tides  at  Dundrum  Bay  within  three- 
mile  limit,  fish  congregated  there,  and  trawling  tore 
up  these  shoals,  35693,  35760,  35779. — Extension  of 
three-mile  limit  was  an  international  question, 

35703..  — Government  made  periodical  inquiries,  but 

nothing  ever  came  of  them,  35693,  35699,  35700, 
35759. — Questions  had  also-  been  asked  in  Parlia- 
ment-, but-  wiiih  no  result,  35698,  35755.— About 
thirty-five  veal’s  -ago  Government  had  spent  about 
£25,000  in  erecting  a quay,  but  lihe  work  was  incom- 
plete, .because  a dangerous  rock  called  Chum  Rock 
had  not  been  removed  ; fishermen  were  very  much 
afraid  of  this  rock  ; they  asked  that  it  should  be  re- 
moved, 35693,  35704. — Representations  about  Churn 
Rock  had  been  brought  before  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, but  with  no  result,  35721.— Not  much  money 
was  required  to  remove  it,  -and  it  would  not  in  any 
wax  damage  iihe  pier,  as  it  was  quite  detached,  -and 
did  not  protect  the  harbour,  35722-35.— Ardglass  was 
fishing  market  for  Cloughey  Harbour,  Portavogie, 
and  Kilkeel,  35693. —Curing  station  would  be  a great 
benefit  to  the  fishermen,  35693,  35705-7.— Nets  with 
large  mesh  and  nets  with  small  mesh  would  be  re- 
quired if  close  season  was  not  established,  as 
they  could  then  compete  with  English  and 
.Scotch  fishermen  by  beginning  fishing  as  early 
as  they  did,  35693,  35704,  35772,  35778.— 

formerly  three  steam-boats  plied  between  Eng- 
land and  Ardgkss,  and  herring  sold  for  from 
fci  to  £<i  per  mease ; now  average  price  was 
™.M-  Pf  ”»**.  35707 . — Scotch  unf  EnSlidi  boats 
made  good  business  of  fishing,  becanse  thef  had  good 

rf,1*!1?110'  feVonod  “ “7  weaUier, 

112‘~Tf  .^-rMass  tn-m  had  same  class  of  boats 

53., *1"  T'v  W *'ound’  56713.— Abont  100 

StSs  t?!S  ' S fishod  m Ardglass  Harbour, 
wT8- ~T ! very  -anxious  to  get  lar-sei 
M,*  We  1 Th,?try  "Mr  Scotch  Sud  Eng- 

usfi  boats  had  for  hauling  up  nets  35745 rin>ir 

people  of  Ardglass,' oirt  of 

in  tlle  ]larbollr.  35749.— -Ardglass  men 

°n  for  livelihood ; during  winter 

3S714-ThfJ  started  preparing 

35?  bLme  iiloi^  “T"  -ended  in  °**<*®»  5 then 
saviors  in  foreign  vessels,  35765.— For- 

tended,  men  would  have  to  ™ L*  c *as  ex' 

White  fairing  wore  nol  „!°oc£m  *£,£  « 

of  coastguard  stations  from  n„ii  1.  — Removal 

had  l*?n  very  bS  fo^Tsl 

more  daring  than  ever,  35782-3.  ^ " tr&Vfkn  ™re 


Agricultural  Schemes. 

Itinerant  instructor  hfelcl  classes  and  conducted 
experiments  all  over  country  ; there  were  about  100 
experimental  plots ; agricultural  classes  were  held  in 
Downpatrick  and  Banbridge,  35785. — There  were  also 
poultry,  horticulture  and  bee  schemes ; shows  were 
subsidised,  and  there  were  schemes  for  small  farmers 
and  for  cottages  erected  under  Labourers  Acts,  35786. 
—Small  holdings  scheme  was  divided  into  three 
classes,  labourers’  cottages,  holdings  under  £25  and 
holdings  under  £50,  prizes  of  fruit  trees  and  potatoes 
to  value  of  12s.  6 d.  were  given  for  best-kept  labourer’s 
cottage  in  Downpatrick  Union,  35787-8. — £5  holdings 
were  classed  under  £25  valuation,  as  very  few  entered 
under  lower  classification,  35790,  35809-11. — Experi- 
mental plots  were  seed  tests ; people  were  much 
interested ; report  of  1906  was  much  sought  after, 
35792-5. — Average  attendance  at  classes  was  thirty  to 
forty  farmers  or  farmers’  sons,  35796-7. — Kilkeel 
Rural  District  had  fared  worse  than  rest  of  county 
under  schemes ; it  was  difficult  to  get  anyone  to 
keep  a bull,  as  district  was  so  poor,  35799-800.— Poor 
districts  should  have  more  help  than  rich  ones,  if 
money  was  available,  36803. — Supplementary  scheme, 
independent  of  general  scheme,  should  be  arranged 
and  worked  through  County  Committee,  35804-5.— 
Department  had  special  powers  in  scheduled  areas  to 
aid  County  _ Committee,  35807.— Special  attention 
should  be  paid  to  poorer  districts  in  agriculture  and 
industries,  and  larger  proportionate  grant  made  to 
them,  35808. — Labourers’  Cottage  Competition  in- 
cluded cottage  with  garden  of  one  statute  acre,  35812-3. 
—There  was  no  class  between  that  and  £25  valuation, 
35814. — In  labourers’  classes  there  were  ten  or  twelve 
entries  for  three  or  four  prizes,  35815. — When  next 
class  was  fixed  below  £15  valuation  there  were  so  few 
entries  that  it  was  decided  to  raise  -it  to  £25,  35820-3. 
— Scheme  for  £50  valuation  was  well  advertised  in 
eleven  newspapers,  35826.— County  Committee  held 
meetings  m Belfast,  35827. — Royal  Ulster  Agricultural 
society  was  for  whole  of  Ulster,  35829.— Only  Antrim 
and  Down  subscribed  to  it,  35830.— Sum  at  disposal 
n-r  Ccmnty  Committee  for  whole  county  was  about 
£3,400,  35831. — -Flax  scheme  had  been  put  out,  as  it 
was  not  successful ; there  was  prize  for  best  scutched 
flax,  but  when  it  was  brought  to  market  only  two 
men  would  buy ; nobody  would  give  proper  price  for 
good,  well-cleaned  flax,  35835-42. — It  was  worth  two 
or  three  shillings  a stone  more  than  the  people  got 
ror  it,  35839. — Flax  cultivation  would  increase  if 
proper  prices  were  paid,  35836. — There  were  markets 
at  Oastlewellan,  Rathfriland,  and  Newry,  35844.- 
Frioes  were  not  regulated  by  quality  and  clearness ; 
buyers  would  not  give  proper  prices,  35845-6. 

Technical  Classes. 

Manual  instruction  was  given,  and  there  were 
domestic  economy  classes,  35847. — Carpentry  work  was 
aught  in  evenings,  under  supervision  'of  practical 
nan,  35848.— There  were  two  sets  of  tools,  and  classes 
lasted  for  six  weeks — three  nights  at  one  class  and 
. '?e,  j another,  35850. — Upper  and  Lower  Mourne 
naa  had  no  classes  so  far,  as  all  centres  had  not  yet 
been  visited,  35851-2 — Only  difficulty  in  poor  districts 
'va®  vrget  ,p.a,ces  to  told  classes  in  ; in  poor  district 
neai  Mayobridge  class  was  held  in  National  School; 

JMayobndge  and  Killorim  successful  domestic 
economy  classes  were  held,  35853.— Manuel  instruc- 
™™e  >ad  been  tried  for  three  years,  35854.— 
afiW/vWer«2!?J  a£ricultural  and  three  technical  in- 
*™^«856.-W  only  one  manual  instructor, 
1.  . . Wltness  thought  itinerant  instruction  one  of 

rnc+m'^l  tad  ever  come  into  county,  35859.— 

^tractor  had  begun  Jastyearat  Dromara  and  Hill* 

SjU*®1  went  on  t0  Ballinahinch  and 
thinj%  35862'5-~Wheelbarrows,  plain  gates,  any- 
g belonging  to  farms  were  made  at  classes,  and 
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MORROW,  Me.  AXDREAV— continued. 

tinpils  learnt  how  to  handle  tools,  36872-5.— Classes 
were,  principally  attended  by  farmers’  sons,  also 
labourers'  sons,  in  Hillsborough  and  Dromara,  35876. 
_If  there  were  more  tools  and  benches  instructor 
could  double  his  classes,  35877.— Domestic  economy 
classes  had  been  started  at  Kilkeel,  and  instruction 
W3S  also  being  given  in  embroidery  and  drawn  thread 
work  35878.— Glasses  had  also  been  held  at  Rostrevor 
and  Hilltown,  35879. — There  was  one  instructress,  and 
about  seven  centres,  35881.— Technical  scheme  was 
Finall  one — £200  from  Department  and  £100  from 
county,  35882. — Preliminary  training  of  manual  in- 
struction should  be  given  in  National  schools, 
35883.  . 

Fishing. 

Mr-  M’Grath  had  sent  up.  strong  resolution  to 
Fishery  Commissioners  as  to  slip,  giving  boats  on 
share  system,  and  trawling  oft  County  Down  ; Depart- 
ment had  answered  that  they  could  not  help,  and 
that  County  Down  got  fair  proportion  of  protection 
against  trawling  by  the  “Helga,”  35824. 


M’ALEENAN,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Congestion. 

Witness’s  knowledge  confirmed  evidence  given  by 
Father  Murphy  and  by  Father  Lowry,  in  Newry,  as 
to  congestion  in  Lower  Moume ; not  one-fifth  of 
holdings  were  life-supporting ; land  was  very  poor, 
and  no  improvement  of  holdings  would  enable  holders 
to  live  on  them  without  other  means  of  existence, 
35887. 


Industries. 

Poorness  of  soil  was  compensated  for  by  natural 
resources  in  way  of  mines  and  minerals ; if  they  were 
developed  there  would  be  occupation  for  all ; people 
were  enterprising  and  would  take  shares  if  industries 
could  be  opened  up  ; there  were  quarries  at  Castle- 
wellan aud  Hilltown  ; latter  granite  was  cheaper  and 
inferior,  and  it  was  difficult  to  place  it  on  market 
owing  to  difficulties  of  transport,  35887. — If  modern 
machinery  were  erected  local  effort  would  find  half 
cost;  if  Government  gave  other  half,  and  demand  for 
stone  would  be  increased  without  reducing  demand  for 
labour,  35888-92. — There  was  no  local  capital  avail- 
able, as  men  who  had  money  had  no  knowledge  of 
quarrying,  35893. — Dundrum  was  port  for  shipping 
stone  ; Newcastle  would  be  more  convenient  if  railway 
continued  to  pier  ; railway  from  Newry  through  Hili- 
town  would  tap  quarries  and  deliver  at  the  sea,  35896. 
—It  should  come  from  Mayobridge,  between  Hilltown 
and  Rathfriland,  across  the  Bann  River  down  to 
35897. — Good  building  sand  was  found 
at  Hilltown,  if  it  could  be  cheaply  conveyed  to  Belfast 
there  would  be  market  for  it,  35898.— Light  railway 
would  give  cheap  and  easy  transit,  35899.— Dechomet 
■Mountain  Mines  had  been  worked  by  an  English 
company  for  some  years,  but  they  could  not  make  it 
pay  owing  to  cost  of  transit,  35899-902.— New  railway 
r7nLIianblldse  to  Castlewellan  ran  near  it,  and  it 
might  be  worth  while  trying  to  restart  it,  35902-4.— 
/i„ J-i. °7eu  in  way  of  development  of  in- 
Arf  "finoT  -aTlding  unfair  rents,  35904.— Under 
■p  ■ + r.  ■ ,nllnes  and  minerals  became  vested  in 
of  1 1-  °fmnUSSJoners’  and  could  be  used  in  interests 
ml?  tor.  f+°ll  publ7  Purposes  ; but  that  was  not  the 

uie  tor  estates  sold  under  Ashbourne  Act,  35905-8.— 
?f  °f  th“  m,ine  ™as  excellent,  and  it  ought  to 
3590Q  iQPr°r,Cr  y ,started>  and  witi>  transit  facilities^ 
want  "If  Quames  were  not  working,  first,  because  of 
of  want  o?«Per  tran8lA  facilities,  secondly,  because 
fhev  iiii  P per  jnachinery ; if  these  were  supplied 
35923  ^uldfco’npete  ^th  Scotland  and  elsewhere, 
i Government  or  reliable  company  took 

capital  foundaA5fl?7ieai0  Ww’d  Probably  be  some  local 
niade  to  D^a^937'5‘T^°  representations  had  been 


Mra.I.AGHA5f,  Rev.  D. 


T Congestion. 

lions  j^abemt  there  w®re  783  rated 

reach  overfq  ■ ;'t°f  these;  “ « Per  cent.,  did  n 
ove,  £5 , if  crops  failed  OT  friend  ^ Ameri 


MULLAGHAN,  Rev.  D.—  continued. 

or  Great  Britain  did  not  send  home  money  people 
were  reduced  to  misery;  not  twenty  per  cent,  of  far- 
mers of  district  subsisted  on  products  of  land,  35944. 
—They  depended  on  earnings  from  children  abroad ; 
money  made  by  women  of  family  at  embroidery, 
etc.,  and  sheep  grazing;  latter  industry  was  threat- 
ened because  of  large  catchment  areas  made  over  to 
Belfast  Water  Companies,  without  compensation  to 
tenants,  35945. — No  arrangement  had  been  made  in 
leases  about  tenants’  right  to  mountain  grazing,  but 
it  had  been  custom  for  many  years,  35946-7. — Belfast' 
Waterworks  had  appropriated  large  areas ; also  Port- 
adown  Water  Company  had  done  so  ; some  portions 
had  been  walled  in,  35950-51. — This  would  affect  a 
great  number  of  sheep  farmers,  35952.— There  were 
no  large  farms  in  neighbourhood  that  could  be  di- 
vided for  enlargement  of  small  holdings;  even  if 
there  were  farmers  would  want  to  divide  them  among 
their  own  children;  even  as  it  was,  sub-division  was 
going  on,  and  there  was  danger  of  as  great  conges- 
tion as  ever,  35962-4. 

Railways. 

Light  railway  being  made  from  Newry,  by  Hill* 
town,  Kilcoo,  and  Castlewellan,  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  district,  35953.— No  railway  company  had 
been  approached  with  regard  to  new  line  required  to 
develop  iron  ore  and  quarry  industries ; Great 
Northern  Company  would  not  favour  it  as  they  had 
a railway  from  Newry  by  Scarva,  Banbridge,  and 
Fortadown  m to  Newcastle;  if  line  were  made  it 
would  be  a success  because  of  freightage  and  summer 
passenger  traffic  to  Newcastle,  35965-8. 

Drainage. 

Considerable  portion  of  land  lay  under  water  for 
from  t.w°  to.  four  months  of  the  year,  notably  in 
Slievenamore  district,  which  could' be  reclaimed  if 
ome  proprietors  were  prepared  to. 
wk  were  done,  35953. — It  was  no 
work,  it  would  have  to  be  done 
at  all,  35954. 

Re-afforesting. 

Planting  trees  on  rough  portions  of  district  should 
be  tried  to  replace  timber  cut  down,  35954.— If  planted 
thinly  sheep  might  be  admitted  to  graze  through 
them  m a few  years;  tenants  thought  they  could 
combine  planting  and  grazing,  35956-61. 
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MURRAY,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

•Status  of  Witness. 

Witness’s  valuation  was  £37  10s..  acreage  58 
statute ; he  had  valued  land  for  twenty-five  years  for 
Land  Courts,  35970. — He  had  been  asked  to  value  for 
landlords,  but  did  not,  as  they  refused  to  take  his 
valuation,  35973. 


Congestion. 

District  from  Loughislandreavy  Mountains  down 
to  Ballynahinch  should  be  scheduled,  35974.— It  com- 
prised twenty-five  townlands  in  Banbridge  and  Down- 
patrick Unions,  35975. — Castlewellan  and  Lotallion 
were  two  of  the  electoral  divisions,  35976. — In  town- 
land  of  Clanvarraghan  there  were  1,242  acres,  valua- 
tion £718,  under  £2  twenty  holdings ; under  £5,  32 ; 
under  £10,  21;  under  £20,  8;  under  £30,  3,  and 
only  witness’s  over  £30,  35977.— Lord  Annesley  had 
bought  wooded  portion  of  estate  from  a man  named 
Scott,  35979.— Out  of  20i  acres  he  held  100  acres  in 
grass,  rest  was  wooded;  Bockaderry  townland  had 
1,747  acres,  valuation  £619,  86  holdings;  23  were 
under  £2  valuation,  30  under  £5,  20  under  £10,  and 
12  under  £20,  35980. — Formerly  hand-loom  weaving 
supplied  work  for  people  on  small  holdings,  and  turf 
was  plentiful,  but  that  was  now  changed,  and  people 
were  hiring  out  their  children  and  emigrating, 
35981-3. — Boys  of  twelve  or  thirteen  hired  themselves 
out  until  they  earned  enough  money  to  take  them  to 
America  or  England ; then  they  sent  home  money  to 
pay  the  rent,  35986. — Formerly  weaving  was  carried 
on  for  whole  flax  season,  35987-89.— Foreign  competi- 
tion had  also  affected  the  people,  and  prices  of  farm 
produce  had  fallen,  35992-3.— Witness  contended  that 
official  returns  showing  increases  of  prices  were 
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wrong ; in  1865  he  had  sold  flax  at  12s.  a stone ; now 
they  had  to  sell  better  flax  at  7s.  a stone,  35995.- 
Prices  ■wore  good  when  Griffith's  valuation  was  struck 
in  1863 ; County  Down  was  most  highly  valued  county 
in  Ireland,  35996. 


Industries. 

Granite  quarries  could  be  developed,  and  there  was 
good  supply  of  iron  ore,  35997. — Iron  ore  sample  gave 
75  per  cent,  of  iron,  35998.— A great  deal  of  water 
power  was  going  to  waste,  35999. — Re-afforestry  and 
arterial  drainage  should  also  be  undertaken,  36001. 


M'GOWAN,  Rev.  E.  V. 


Congestion  is  Rathlin. 


If  Ratihlin  Island  were  provided  with  proper  har- 
bour accommodation,  that  would  be  solution  of  many 
difficulties,  36003. — To  this  end  Commission  should 
urge  that  the  island  be  taken  by  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  36004-5. — Much  of  the  land  was  very 
infertile,  and  holdings  averaged  from  five  to  ten 
acres ; drainage  was  badly  needed,  36045. — Condi- 
tions on  Rathlin  were  analogous  to  those  of  western 
islands,  and  if  Congested  Districts  Board  treated  it 
in  same  way,  much  good  would  result,  36146-7. 

Fisheries. 

Fishing  industry  was  hampered  by  want  of  proper 
boats  and  by  illegal  interference  of  steam  trawlers, 
36005.— Good  fish  abounded,  but  there  was  no  means 
cd  curing  fish,  and  so  fish  were  often  emptied  again 
into  the  sea,  as  in  bad  weather  harbour  accommoda- 
tion was  so  bad  that  fish  cannot  be  taken  to  market, 
36018-20. — Curers  would  not  come  to  the  island,  on 
account  of  difficulties,  but  they  would  if  there 
were  proper  harbour  accommodation,  36021-2. — Ling 
and  haddock  were  oaught  in  winter,  and  there  were 
great  quantities  of  herring  and  mackerel,  36023-4. — 
They  could  not  be  taken  to  Ballycastle  owing  to  the 
smallness  of  the  boats,  36025-6. — And  harbour  ac- 
commodation on  both  sides  prevented  transit,  36028. 

Harbour  Accommodation. 

Good  harbour  accommodation  would  mean  that 
cattle  could  be  safely  taken  to  mainland ; now  they 
were  taken  in  small  boats,  land  horses  had  to  be 
thrown  on  the  strand  and  'be  put  into  small  boats, 
and  aft  Ballycastle  they  had  to  swim  ashore,  and 
were  often  injured  in  the  process,  36009.— Govern- 
ment had  sanctioned  grant  of  £1,000  for  improve- 
ment of  Port  Ushet,  but  there  had  been  delay,  and 
work  was  not  yet  begun,  36031-3.— County  had  also 
agreed  to  give  grant,  36034,  36043.—' Work  should  .be 
done  in  summer,  as  storms  would  prevent  it  in 
winter,  36036. — County  Council  had  committee  to  look 
after  matter,  and  they  were  to  visit  and  inspect, 
36037. — It  was  not  question  of  choosing  site,  but  of 
improving  existing  Port  of  Ushet,  36038-41.— En- 
gineer  was  coming  to  inspect,  with  County  Council, 
36044.— 1 roper  harbour  accommodation  on  Rathlin 
and  on  mainland  was  the  great  want,  36172. 


Steam  Trawling. 

Inquiry  to  be  held  at  Moville  into  damage  done  1 
rieam  trawling  ought  to  be  extended  so  that  Rathli 
36005.— It  would  be  impossib 
for  Rathlin  fishermen  to  go  to  Moville  to  give  ev 
'fence,  36008.— Steam  trawlers  could  be  more  easi 
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had  .been  opened,  and  gave  work  to  fifteen  or  twentj 
persons,  36119-22.— Sewing,  embroidery,  etc.,  could 
be  taught  by  the  girls  by  instructress  from  County 
Kerry,  36143-4. — Difficulty  was  want  of  premises  in 
which  to  carry  on  instruction ; hand  spinning  and 
knitting  stockings  might  be  developed,  36148.— Lady 
was  willing  to  come  free  for  one  month,  36150.— 
When  girls  were  instructed  themselves  they  could  in- 
struct others,  36151-2. — Poultry,  fruit  culture,  and 
bee-keeping  might  be  profitably  encouraged,  as  climate 
was  not  severe  and  frost  did  not  lie  long,  36163-6.— 
Potatoes  were  dug  up  pretty  early,  36167-8. 

Conditions  oe  Lies  on  Rathlin  Island. 

Prices  were  very  high  on  island,  as  everything 
had  to  be  brought  from  the  mainland  ; if  larger  ves- 
sels could  come  into  harbour  all  provisions  would  be 
cheaper;  some  shopkeepers  bad  boats  of  their  own, 
36013-7. — Post  came  twice  a week — Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  36018. — In  1841  population  was  1,010, 
now  it  was  368 ; there  were  twenty-two  town- 
lands  and  only  seventy-four  houses,  36112.— 
After  potato  famine  population  was  much  diminished, 
36113. — Present  valuation  was  £888 ; formerly  people 
cultivated  all  the  island  and  manufactured  all  their 
clothing,  36114-5. — Land  had  now  gone  largely  from 
tillage  to  grass,  36116. — Formerly  dense  population 
made  them  cultivate  all  available  land  and  develop 
cottage  industries,  36117. — There  was  not  much 
migratory  labour,  as  people  were  too  much  attached 
to  their  homes  to  go  away,  36118. 

Drainage. 

Drainage  would  greatly  benefit  the  island,  as  then 
low  lands  would  afford  pasture  for  cattle,  and  land 
would  be  available  for  tillage;  it  would  nob  be  diffi- 
cult to  carry  out,  as  there  was  fall  to  the  sea  ; in 
some  places  there  would  have  to  be  cuttings  through 
rocks,  36045-8. 

Fencing. 

Need  of  adequate  fencing  was  great,  as  cattle  often 
grazed  to  edge  of  cliffs,  where  there  was  sweetest 
grass,  and  fell  over ; stone  and  wire  fences  were 
used ; security  of  cattle  would  add  to  prosperity  of 
island,  36048-50.— ‘Congestled  Districts  Board  had 
fenced  in  cliffs  in  Arranmore  Island  ; same  work  in 
Rathlin  should  .be  undertaken,  36051-2. 

Land  Purchase. 

Land  had  not  been  sold  to  tenants,  but  if  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  would  assist  islanders  if  land 
were  sold,  they  might  get  it  under  more  favourable 
conditions,  36054. — Tenants  had  entered  Land  Court 
to  get  a reduction,  36056. — In  1881  rental  of  island 
amounted  to  £800  a year,  36057-8.— After  passing  of 
Act  of  1881  landlord  gave  some  abatement  to  tenants 
because  they  did  not  go  into  court,  36060. 


Large  grazing  ranches  should  be  parcelled  out 
among  those  who  had  small  holdings,  36060-1.— Small 
Elders  had  no  right  of  grazing  on  that  tract,  36061. 
—Two  holdings  in  island  were  above  £50,  36063  — 
Large  tract  in  middle  of  island  had  not  been  tilled 
*or  oi ty  years,  36064,  36068. — Pasture  attached  to 
small  holdings  was  very  poor,  as  all  good  land  was 
cultivated,  36065. — Small  holdings  had  poorest  tillage 
land  ; best  land  was  on  good  farms,  36066-7. 

Valuation  of  Holdings. 

-,9no  kalf  of  holdings  were  under  £10,  36069.— Four- 
in^?  ulider  £15,  36070.— Valuation  exceeded  rental, 
£ftnn  2*  island  was  less  than  half  of  the 

ot  twento-five  years  ago,  36072-4.— Tenants  were 
but  Lay  Commissioner  had  not  yet  in- 
36076  and  no  decision  had  been  given, 

Enlargement  of  Holdings. 
h •ul 1 might  be  parcelled  out  among  those  who 

sevvB  ™™i0f  P001®?*  holdings,  36077.— They  might 
tion  distance  also,  36078. -Redistribu- 

36079  The™  better  than  keeping  land  in  commonage. 

W°Uld  ?*iU  be  « ^rge  number  of  small 
ccupiers  whose  condition  would  not  be  improved, 
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■jingi Land  should  be  reserved  for  most  deserving 

cases  on  island,  36082-4,  36087.— Small  occupiers  did 
not  live  in  neighbourhood  of  grazing  lands;  those 
near  were  not  so  deserving  as  some  further  off, 
36086  36096.— Tenant  of  grazing  land  lived  on  island 
and  had  other  means  of  living— a public-house, 
36090-3. — Upper  portion  of  grazing  land  was  in  hands 
of  several  occupiers  who  had  grazing  rights,  36094.— 
In  former  times  people  were  living  on  these  town- 
lands  36099. — Some  holdings  were  held  in  rundale, 
36100.—  Redistribution  of  land  was  very  desirable, 
but  redistribution  of  people  was  a great  difficulty,  as 
they  did  not  wish  to  leave  their  homes,  36101-2.— 
Holders  of  grass  lauds  would  probably  part  with  them 
at  a reasonable  price,  36104. 


Compulsion. 

Principle  of  compulsion  was  difficult  question, 
36105.— Whole  island  had  gone  into  Court,  so  if  they 
were  disturbed  by  application  of  compulsion  judicial 
tenants  would  have  to  be  dealt  with,  36107. — If  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  bought  island  they  would  have 
compulsory  powers,  36108.— Witness  saw.  no  difference 
between  applying  compulsion  to  owners  in  fee  and 
to  judicial  tenants,  36109.— Large  tillage  farms  em- 
ployed labour,  so  if  judicial  rights  were  taken  away 
demand  for  labour  would  also  be  taken  away,  36111-2. 


Rates— Committee  of  Agricultural  and  Technical 
Education,  etc. 

Islanders  paid  agricultural  and  technical  educa- 
tion rate,  but  got  no  return  of  any  sort  for  it, 
36123-7.— They  also  paid  sanitary  rate  for  main- 
land, 36128. — Also  police  rate,  though  there  were  no 
police  on  island,  31129.— Very  little  was  expended  on 
roads,  not  morethan  from  £45  to  £50  a year,  36130.— 
Rathlin  should  have  first  claim  upon  Committee  of 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Education,  as  it  was  so 
backward,  36131. — There  was  no  representative  from 
island  on  committee,  as  it  would  be  very  difficult  for 
him  to  attend  meetings,  36134-5. — If  technical  and 
agricultural  work  was  to  be  promoted  in  Rathlin 
some  administration  of  its  own  would  have  to  be 
employed,  as  communication  with  mainland  was  so 
difficult,  36136-8. — Department  of  Agriculture  should 
be  made  acquainted  with  such  facts,  36139. — In  some 
parts  of  the  country  local  Agricultural  Committee 
appointed  sub-committee  to  deal  with  certain  part  of 
county,  36142. — Good  results  would  be  shown  if  grant 
were  given  yearly  by  County  Council,  36143. 


BYRNE,  Mr.  J OHN. — continued. 

trict;  it  contained  3,396a.  3r.  38p.,  of  which  sixty 
acres  were  under  water;  valuation  was  £1,025  17s., 
of  which  £791  were  on  land  and  £234  17s.  on  other 
hereditaments ; about  one-sixth  of  island  was  in  land- 
lord’s hands,  and  let  temporarily  since  1881,  361834. 
— Land  was  not  let  on  eleven  months’  system,  but 
tenants  were  not  judicial  tenants,  as  they  did  not 
exist  before  1881,  36185-6.— Witness  thought  that 
land  in  landlord’s  possession  might  be  reserved  by 
landlord  without  compensation,  as  he  paid  rates  and 
taxes,  36187-8.— Landlord  would  not  pay  rates  for 
future  tenants,  36189. — Altitude  varied  from  sea  level 
to  450  feet;  nearest  point  was  five  miles  from  Bally- 
castle,  three  from  Fairhead,  and  fourteen  froin  Can- 
tyre  ; coast  line  was  bold,  and  climate  mild,  owing  bo 
Gulf  Stream ; it  suffered  greatly  from  storms,  espe- 
cially at  harvest  time,  36190. — August  was  wettest 
month,  36191. — People  were  occupied  in  agriculture, 
fishing,  and  kelp-making;  there  were  no  police  or 
coastguards  on  island;  roads  were  good,  but  in  some 
places  had  very  steep  gradient,  36192. — They  were 
contract  roads,  36193.— And  all  were  on  the  county, 
36195. — Island  had  at  one  time  been  heavily  wooded, 
but  now  there  were  no  trees,  and  fuel  was  exceedingly 
scarce,  the  people  having  to  burn  sods  or  dry  cow- 
dung,  36195-7. — Houses  were  small,  over-crowded,  ill- 
ventilated,  and  insanitary,  36197. — Parish  Com- 
mittee had  effected  improvements  in  other  places,  and 
if  established  in  Rathlin  by  Congested  Districts 
Board  or  some  other  body  would  do  same  there, 
36199. — In  some  cases  cattle  were  kept  in  houses,  but 
not  in  the  majority,  36200-1. — There  were  plenty  of 
stones,  with  which  byres  for  cows  could  be  made, 
but  people  had  no  proper  roofing,  36202. 

Phize  Schemes. 

There  was  no  prize  scheme  for  encouragement  of 
islanders  ; their  condition  was  so  poor  that  they  did 
not  come  within  scheme  of  mainlanders  for  small 
allotments  and  cottages ; they  were  drifting  from  bad 
to  worse,  36202-5. 


Emigration. 

People  were  not  much  inclined  to  migrate,  but 
they  had  to  emigrate,  as  they  could  not  live  on  the 
island,  they  went  to  America,  but  not  to  Scotland  or 
England,  for  labour,  .as  those  in  West  did,  36206-8. — 
If  Ballycastle  coal  mines  developed  they  would  go 
over  there,  36209. 


Roads. 

County  expenditure  on  roads  was  £47  3s.  10 d. ; 
rate  paid  on  land  was  2s.  3d.  in  the  £;  on  other 
hereditaments  3s.  8 d,  36152. — This  was  not  only  for 
maintenance,  but  for  special  works,  36153. — The 
island  contributed  £132  Is.  8d.,  of  which  £89  0s.  6d. 
is  on  land,  and  £43  Is.  2d.  on  other  hereditaments, 
so  that  £132  was  paid  in  order  to  get  back  £47,- 
36155-7.— There  were  two  representatives  on  the 
Rural  District  Council,  both  belonging  to  the  main- 
land, but  little  had  been  done  by  any  public  body 
for  Rathlin,  36159-63. 

Savings  Bank. 

Post  Office  had  agreed  to  establish  Branch  Bank  on 
the  island;  this  would  be  convenience  for  putting 
away  rent,  etc.,  until  it  was  required,  more  than  for 
Savings  Bank,  as  people  had  not  much  money  to 
save,  36170. 

Cattle-breeding. 

Agricultural  Department  had  sent  one  bull  some 
years  ago,  but  it  was  taken  away,  and  none  had  re- 
placed it;  one,  however,  was  now  waiting  at  Bally- 
castle to  be  taken  across,  36175. — When  bull  was 
taken  away  it  was  probably  damaged  in  crossing,  and 
so  value  deteriorated,  and  Department  had  not  taken 
it  away  at  right  time,  36176-7. 


BYRNE,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Description  of  Rathlin  Island. 

Rathlin  was  six  miles  long  and  three-quarters 
wide,  population  368 ; it  had  twenty-two  townlands, 
and  was  electoral  division  in  Ballycastle  Rural  Dis- 


Congestion. 

People  of  Rathlin  were  being  encouraged  by  clergy- 
men and  others  to  hold  on  a little  longer  if  possible 
in  hope  of  a change  which  would  enable  them  to  live 
as  well  as  if  they  emigrated,  36209. — Better  conditions 
would  be  good  boat  accommodation,  assistance  in 
providing  boats  and  fishing  gear,  money  at  low  rate 
of  interest  to  improve  dwellinghouses,  offices,  etc., 
assistance  in  fencing,  in  addition  proper  labour  accom- 
modation would  be  needed  at  Ballycastle,  36210.— 
Problem  of  drifting  to  the  towns  faced  all  countries, 
old  and  new,  but  difference  between  Ireland  and 
other  countries  was  that  people  left  Ireland  altogether  ; 
they  did  not  drift  to  Irish  towns,  with  exception  of 
Belfast,  36212-6. — With  reasonable  expenditure  con- 
dition of  people  could  be  improved  to  enable  islands  to 
support  bigger  population,  36217. — Long  ago  people 
had  more  money  in  their  hands,  36218-9. — They  could 
not  improve  much  now,  as  money  was  very  scarce, 
36222. — Standard  of  living  had  certainly  improved, 
as  people  wore  better  clothes,  drank  tea,  and  used 
more  tobacco,  36223-6. — Larger  population  was 
formerly  engaged  in  fishing  than  now  ; three  smacks 
had  been  known  ito  lie  in  Ushet  Harbour  ; now  there 
was  no  chance  of  improvement  unless  transit  facilities 
were  improved,  36227-30.— Tea  averaged  about  2s.  per 
pound,  and  not  much  whiskey  was  drunk,  as  there  was 
not  much  money  for  it.  There  was  one  publichouse 
on  the  island,  36231-3. — Police  were  not  required,  as 
violent  quarrels  were  rare,  36234-6. — Re-adjustment 
of  boundaries  was  urgently  needed,  and  reform  in 
methods  of  cultivation,  as  rotation  of  crops  was  un- 
known, and  artificial  manures  or  feeding  stuffs  were 
rarely  used  ; weeds  abounded,  and  darnel  rye-grass 
was  especially  pernicious,  as  it  could  not  be  separated 
from  oats  and  barley,  and  was  ground  up  with  them  ; 
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is  had  a narcotic  effect,  36253.— There  was  no  doctor 
or  dispensary  on  the  island ; sick  people  had  to  do 
the  best  they  could  if  weather  was  bad  and  Bally- 
castle  doctor-  could  not  cross,  36254-7. 


HAEBOUE  ACCOMMODATION. 

If  there  were  large  fishing  boats  in  island  now,  only 
safe  anchorage  for  them  would  beat  Larne  or  Portrush, 
36237.— Ushet  was  not  available,  as  it  was  blocked 
up  by  stones,  36238-40. — If  there  were  better  accom- 
modation people  would  make  an  effort  to  have  bigger 
Loals,  36241-3. — Landing  facilities  and  safe  anchorage 
were  as  necessary  at  Ballycastle  as  at  Rathlin,  36244. 
—After  visit  of  Mr.  Bryce,  when  Chief  Secretary, 
Government  offered  £1,000  to  clear  out  Ushet  Harbour 
and  improve  Church  Bay ; County  Council  was  to 
supplement  by  £300 ; but  now  they  heard  that  only 
£900  was  to  be  spent,  and  even  that  seemed  to  be 
indefinitely  delayed,  36259-9a.— Ballycastle  was  the 
market  for  all  the  produce  of  Rathlin,  so  that  im- 
proved harbour  accommodation  was  as  necessary  there 
as  at  Rathlin  ; B alii n toy  was  only  other  harbour 
within  easy  reach,  and  could  not  be  used  in  some 
winds,  36260. 

Valuation  of  Holdings. 

House  and  garden  only,  14;  £5  valuation  and 
under  7 ; £8  valuation  and  under  14 ; £10  valua- 
ifnn  a?d  Hnder>  I®  > £15  valuation  and  under,  19 ; 

valuation  and  under,  6 ; £25  valuation  and  under 
£50,  5 ; over  £50,  1 ; island  was  highly  valued  com- 
pared with  other  places  ; it  seemed  as  if  inconvenience 
of  access  had  been  omitted  altogether;  if  valued  in 
same  proportion  as  mainland  there  would  be  a fall  • 
K™  increasing  when  Rathlin  was  valued, 
36244-7.—  Nearly  whole  island  was  held  in  rundale, 
and  grazing  was  used  alternately  by  different  partners 
holdings  had  not  yet  been  inspected,  and  there  would 
be  reat  difficulty,  as  boundaries  had  not  been  defined  ; 

wou]d  have  t0  them  himself 
K7A0nPermailent  arrangement  should  be 
made  that  would  perpetuate  rundale,  36251. 

InDUSTBIES. 

Green  crops  are  very  little  grown,  and  fodder  for 

f p sasf  zi&sijni 

H 

z'ici* * « drifts?  «nrot£  *£% 

as  lar2e  shnlk””?  establishment  was  badly  needed 

fbun<l  there,  36250— Small  from  silica 

established,  'as  ii.  STum  ^ might  be 
-•night  be  taken  to  the  maSknd  -.n",  Sunimier  «eam 
creamery,  36275.  and'  and  sent  to  Armoy 

Education. 

Umb*  ***•*« 

$£?£ iUffisa  -’sssr* 


BYRNE,  Me.  JOHN — continued. 

Fishing. 

The  two  fishing  stations  of  neighbourhood  ... 
Ballycastle  and  Ballintoy,  in  both  of  which  landf16 
facilities  were  bad,  36262-3.— Fishing  industry 
declined  greatly  during  last  thirty  years  362fid 
Ballintoy  had  private  harbour  belonging  to  Umatfair 
company,  but  it  had  been  filled  up  with  a stSmuS 

needed  much  improvement,  36265-7.-There  was 
fishing,  and  fish  was  sent  to  Portrusli  and  R»ifT 
36268-9,  Ballycastle  had  prior  data  V » 
Oil  harbour,  as  it  was  harbour  for  Rathlin  36270  1 
Both  ports  were  about  nine  miles  from  Rathlin  W 
at  Ballycastle  there  was  demand  for  fish  not 
Ballintoy,  36272-4,  ' Dot  at 

LAVERTY,  Rev.  F. 

Congestion. 

, li'«4  »»  .Rathlin  Island  Iron,  » 

to  1887,  and  in  his  opinion  state  of  island  m, 
steadily  getting  worse;  in  Mr.  Gage's  time  ever,! 
thing  was  more  prosperous,  as  he  took  an  interest  L 
the  island;  now  there  was  no  organisation  nor  co- 
operation among  the  people  ; if  Congested  Districts 
Board  could  organise  cultivation  of  land,  fishing  and 
cottage  industries,  improvement  would  follow,  36276- 
36290.  Instruction  was  very  necessary  and  induca- 
ments  for  improvements,  36277.— Some  one  was 
needed  to  take  general  charge  of  the  island,  to  give 
instruction  and  assistance,  and  improvement  would 
soon  follow,  36278-9.— Mr.  Gage  had  done  all  tins  for 
the  island;  after  his  death  the  islanders  had  nn 
leader,  36280-2.—  Change  of  proprietorship  of  hold- 
ings would  be  no  practical  remedy  by  itself ; organi- 
sation  was  necessary  for  improvement,  36284  — In 
Rathlin,  Catholic  priest  and  Protestant  clergy- 
man were  constantly  being  changed,  and  they 
had  not  the  same  power  or  interest  to  or* 
c thS  pe°ple  as  theJ  would  have  if 

mere  for  any  considerable  period,  36285— Wit- 
wf  «b?0rSe“  v®arly  • ever.V thing  Mr.  Byrne 
had  said  regarding  size  of  holdings  and  ag- 
riculture ; the  only  manure  was  wrack  from 
S’  ,and  S had  t0  be  brought  from 
-ftwA  Tr™£el  for  ]imekil">  36285-6. 
to  the  SiS  keib  h“eklIn  gomg,  and  sold  lime 
ueoSe  S V.  le  b^Sbt^-go  of  coal  yearly,  and 
S'  p uld-  ,bu7  from  ! dispensing  authority 
lsla?d’  w,as  wbafc  was  needed;  formerly 

d san  Jl!^nUmb!rS  °*  but  sma11  vessels  had 

disappeared  as  steamers  had  taken  their  place;  new 

^mJ\teTof ' rr1!S?  Want  of  instruction,  36288— 
nS!dk  DTfr*ffc  Com“lttee  was  what  the  island 
people  were  directed  they  were 
36292  S p^  0^gl1  to  bef°me  self-supporting  in  time, 
TW<luld-  .n,eed  function  to  promote 
from  diffpvpnt^^Ued^  by  , JSiand,  36293. — Instructors 
times  W fc  dTa'1nmeilts  00111(1  ^ sent  at  different 
me5  but  a resident  general  director  was  necessary ; 
sSicHof  fi1Ie<l  position,  36294.— After  in- 
m^f  ^nrl  d dlf?,tl0a  ]lad  been  given  the  .people 
Sv  M,  dp0r  ,fa!1  by  themselves,  36295-6.-For- 
meily  Mi.  Gage  bought  kelp,  stored  it,  and  shipped 

sLl  sarena3l-?7PlPe0ple,]Vaf  to  :brh¥  ow“  bttle 

ttSt,sS  “d  “ ™ in 

Fishing. 

boJrTivflf  PeeP1®. depended  on  fishing,  but  now  no- 
te L £?  fisbniS  only ; crabs  and  lobsters  used 
vei'y  Profitable,  36298-9— 
deDend  nn  3 ^ikoV61'6™1  thil]gs,  but  did  not 
oliAmrrn.  fl  , fi'-hmg,  36300-1. — If  there  were  fair  an- 
Jd“n8  could  be  developed,  if  loans  for  .boats 
! ‘eJ  !ej;  someone  was  needed  to  direct  and  in- 
struct the  people,  36309,  36311. 

Industbies. 

•nWPTfif°fle  indust^y  bad  been  started,  and  am- 
tural  ont]pfeDf  mein’  ^03-4— The  sea  ought  to  be  na- 
36307  iS5?7  b°ys-  and  formerly  had  been, 

worker!  a S<?ne  °*  girls  went  out  to  service,  some 
no  bolri  ' ff'“s.and  helped  at  kelp,  but  there  were 
if  work  lnduatries ! the  girls  were  intelligent,  and 
iL  to  ,them  thej  would  be  most  will- 

"anised  36312'4-“ If  industries  were  once  or- 

e 80011  become  self-reliant  and 

self-supporting,  36345-6. 
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LAVERTY,  Rev.  F. — continued. 


KERR,  Rev.  MONTGOMERIE — continued. 


Emigration  and  Migration. 

Very  few  of  the  people  had  relatives  in  America ; 
in  1854  300  or  400  people  had  sailed  to  America,  but 
they  did  not  seem  to  have  been  successful ; they  were 
untrained  and  alliterate,  and  unable  to  compete  with 
city  life,  36305-6. — People  living  on  south  end 
of  Rathlin  would  go  to  America  sooner  than 
to  the  north  end,  36315. — When  Mr.  Gage  was 
landlord  he  banished  wrong-doers  to  Ireland, 
36316. — People  would  not  leave,  because  they 
loved  their  homes,  36319.— If  a man  were  offered 
better  land  he  might  go,  but  people  did  not 
like  moving,  36323-5. — People  would  probably  have 
no  objection  to  migrating  to  contiguous  land,  but 
they  would  object  to  going  to  other  end  of  island, 


Land  Purchase. 

In  Mr.  Gage’s  time  they  were  asked  to  sell  land, 
but  some  legal  point  prevented  sale,  36392. — It  would 
not  be  profitable  to  transfer  land  to  tenants  without 
improvement  of  holdings,  as  that  would  stereotype 
bad  conditions,  36393-4. — If  Congested  Districts  Board 
bought  first  they  would  improve  everything  before 
re-selling,  36395. — Until  land  was  purchased  and  im- 
proved by  them,  or  some  other  body,  there  was  little 
chance  of  improvement,  36396-9. 


WOODSIDE,  Mr.  ROBERT. 


Land  Tenure. 

Rundale  was  universal  on  the  island,  and  was  a 
most  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs ; only  remedy 
would  be  to  give  every  man  his  own  farm  in  the  one 
place,  which  would  require  are-adjustment  of  boun- 
daries on  the  whole  island,  36326-33. — Mr.  Gage  had 
not  tried  to  do  away  with  it ; he  had  found  it  there, 
and  it  was  not  easy  to  disturb  it ; it  was  always 
difficult  to  please  people  when  changes  were  being 
made,  36339-42. 

Department  op  Agriculture  v.  Congested 
Districts  Board. 

If  help  of  Department  of  Agriculture  depended  on 
grant  from  County  Council  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
ask  local  assistance  from  such  poor  people  as  there 
were  in  Rathlin  Island,  hut  island  might  be  given 
over  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  as  Clare  Island 
had  been,  and  properly  organised,  or  Department 
could  appoint  and  finance  special  sub-committee  in- 
dependently of  County  Committee;  probab’y  spe- 
cially* constituted  committee  would  be  must  satisfac- 
tory, 36347-63. 


KERR,  Rev.  MONTGOMERIE. 


Fencing. 

fencing  of  dangerous  cliffs  was  greatly  needed,  as 
animals  were  frequently  lost ; farmers  themselves 
could  not  do  necessary  work,  but  they  could  give  time 
and  assistance ; stone  or  wire  fences  were  needed, 
36365-6. 


Improvements. 

Houses  were  too  small,  generally  having  only  kitchen 
and  bedroom,  with  clay  floor  and'thatched  roof,  36366. 
—Places  for  keeping  cattle  were  very  pool-,  36367. — 
Small  outlay  would  improve  houses,  and  people  would 
give  their  time  and  labour,  36369-70. — Parish  Com- 
^AW7ie'S  met*l°ds  would  probably  answer  very  well, 
*»71.— Farm  implements  were  very  antiquated, 
36372. — Organisation  and  ioans  to  be  paid  by  instal- 
ments would  improve  matters  greatly  ; fencing  would 
allow  children  to  go  to  school,  which  they  could  not  do 
now,  as  they  had  to  watch  the  cattle,  36372-3.— School 
attendance  was  exceptionally  bad  in  Rathlin,  fifty- 
four  being  on  roll,  only  thirty  being  in  average 
attendance,  36374-6. — Local  Committee  to  organise 
things  was  greatly  needed,  36379-80. 


Harbour  Accommodation — Communications  with 
Mainland. 

Harbour  was  greatly  needed ; Mr.  Bryce,  when 
Uuef  Secretary,  had  promised  grant,  and  County 
Council  and  Agricultural  Board  had  given  their  pro- 
portions but  nothing  had  yet  been  done,  36377-9. 
•— II  harbours  were  improved  subsidy  would  have  to 
b?  offered  to  induce  coasting  steamers  to  call,  36382-4. 

At  present  there  was  no  place  where  coasting  steamer 
could  he  to  take  cattle,  etc.,  on  board,  36385.— Usliet 
was  rather  small  for  a steamer,  though  a pier  had  been 
^n  up  for  steamers  that  carried  limestone  to  Scotland, 
oooeoA.— -Winter  storms  would  prevent  regular  com- 
munication under  best  of  circumstances,  36387.— Time 
36388  ing  aWay  0111:416  WaS  from  APril  to  October, 


Harbour  Accommodation. 

In  1899  Antrim  County  Council  formed  a Pier  and 
Harbour  Committee ; harbours  people  of  Ballycastle 
division  were  interested  in  Ballycastle,  Ballin- 
toy  and  Rathlin ; difficulty  was  that  £300  was  limit 
of  expenditure  allowed  on  one  harbour,  36400  ; £300 
had  been  spent  on  Ballycastle  four  years  ago,  half  of 
which  was  given  by  Department  of  Agriculture ; 
Church  Bay  was  next  considered,  but  idea  of  improve- 
ment was  abandoned,  as  it  would  cost  too  much  ; 
Ushet  was  then  considered,  as  it  was  a natural  har- 
bour ; but  it  had  been  filled  up  at  one  time  to 
prevent  smuggling ; it  could  be  made  available  for 
large  fishing  boats,  36401,  36404. — It  was  only  three 
miles  across  from  Fair  Head,  and  sheltered  from  the 
north ; if  boats  could  not  come  into  Church  Bay  they 
could  come  into  Ushet,  36405. — If  cleared  fifty  or 
sixty-ton  vessels  could  come  in,  36406. — Disadvantage 
of  Church  Bay  was  that  it  was  open  to  north-west, 
36408. — Doon  was  another  natural  harbour,  but  it  had 
not  been  surveyed,  and  cost  of  improvement  was  not 
known,  36409-10. — Cause  of  delay  with  reference  to 
work  to  be  done  with  Government  and  County  Council 
grants  was  that  no  grant  had  yet  been  made  ; inquiries 
were  being  made  by  the  Treasury,  and  representations 
were  being  sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant;  but,  so  far, 
neither  Treasury  grant  nor  County  Council  contribu- 
tion had  been  actually  given ; witness  had  written  to 
Sir  J ames  Dougherty,  Assistant  Under  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  explained  that  Council  grant 
could  only  be  £300,  36411. — There  seemed  to  be  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  Treasury  would  give  £1,000 
in  addition  to  £300  of  County  Council,  or  only  £700, 
to  make  up  £1,000  altogether,  36412-3,  36418-20. — 
Mr.  Oliver  was  to  come  and  examine  Ballintoy  on 
30th  September ; they  hoped  to  get  him  to  Ushet, 
36413,  36424. — Department  of  Agriculture  had  been 
approached  repeatedly,  36415,  36422. — County  Council 
was  prohibited,  under  Section  67  of  Grand  Juries 
Act-  of  1836,  from  contributing  more  than  £300,  36417. 
— Department  of  Agriculture  might  give  contribution 
if  they  knew  that  Treasury  and  County  - Council  were 
.also  contributing,  36421. — Mr.  Lane  and  Mr.  Oliver 
had  made  survey  of  Ushet,  and  Mr.  Brett  had  made 
estimate  for  improvements,  but  witness  had  not  seen 
report,  36423. — County  Council  recognised  that  unless 
Ballycastle  Harbour  was  improved  it  was  useless  to 
improve  Rathlin,  36427-8. — Witness  did  not  know 
whether  Government  understood  that,  36429. — There 
was  plenty  of  fish  if  only  men  could  get  out,  and 
land  it  after  catching,  36429. — County  Council  was 
in  sympathy  with  the  island,  and  was  doing  what  it 
could;  it  had  provided  three  boats,  36433. 


MU  O WAN,  Rev.  J. 

Harbour  Accommodation. 

Witness  had  been  administrator  of  Rathlin  from 
1897  to  1899  ; proper  harbour  accommodation  on  the 
island  and  at  Ballycastle  was  urgently  needed ; Bally- 
castle Harbour,  since  the  “improvements  ” liad  been 
rendered  more  dangerous  than  before,  as  a high  wail 
shut  out  view,  and  sailors  could  not  see  where  they 
were  going,  36434. 


Good 

needed, 

36379. 


Roads. 

road  running  through  the  island  was  greatly 
as  m some  places  gradient  was  very  steep, 


Transit  Facilities. 

Good  broad  road  was  -needed  for  conveyance  of 
produce  across  island,  36435.— If  Congested  Dis- 
• tricts  Board  could,  help  people  v to  . get  good 
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MGOWAN,  Rev.  J.— continued. 

boats  a great  need  would  be  supplied ; for- 
merly there  was  good  cattle  boat,  but  it  was  now 
lying  high  and  dry  at  Ushet,  'because  there  was  no 
proper  harbour  accommodation  either  on  mainland  or 
island;  it  could  carry  horses  and  cattle  standing, 
36435-6— It  was  a good  boat,  and  could  stand  any 
sea,  with  proper  harbour  accommodation,  36437. — If 
weather  was  good  cattle  could  be  walked  into  boat ; 
but  at  Ballycastle  it  was  so  shallow  that  boat  had 
to  be  tilted  on  its  side ; it  drew  about  three  feet, 
36438-9.— Boat  was  in  use  about  one  year,  but  then 
got  into  disrepair,  and  people  had  no  means  of  re- 
pairing it,  36441.— Boat  would  again  be  available  if 
repaired,  and  if  Ballycastle  Harbour  were  deepened, 
36443-4.— It  cost  £52,  36445.— It  could  carry  six  horses 
standing,  36447. 

Improvement  of  Holdings. 

It  would  be  a great  matter  if  grass  land  could  be 
broken  up  and  added  to  existing  holdings  ; land  lying 
uncultivated  for  sixty  years  showed  no  tendency  to 
return  to  heather,  36447. — On  one  large  stock  farm  in 
north-west  called  Kebb,  no  one  now  lived  ; formerly 
seven  families  lived  there  in  comfort ; Kilpatrick  was 
another  instance ; there  were  traces  of  cultivation  on 
both ; if  all  could  be  used  for  enlargement  of  holdings 
it  would  be  a great  benefit,  36449. — FaT  more  fodder 
could  be  raised  if  land  were  cultivated,  36451. — Some 
men  who  sent  cattle  to  graze  would  have  holdings 
enlarged,  and  have  more  produce  in  the  end,  36453. — 
There  was  some  mountain  grazing,  and  re-adjustment 
all  round  would  effect  great  improvement,  36454-5. — 
'About  120  acres  were  available,  and  if  small  holders 
had  three  or  four  acres  added  he  would  gain  immensely 
as,  with  proper  cultivation  of  fodder,  more  cattle 
could  be  reared,  36456-61. — Houses  were  in  bad  condi- 
tion, and  so  were  outoffices,  36463. 

Migration. 

If  people  were  sent  far  away  from  their  homesteads 
houses  would  have  to  be  put  up  for  thefn,  which  would 
be  expensive,  36449. 


Industries. 

There  were  no  industries  on  island  now,  though 
formerly  people  had  made  everything  they  required, 
including  shoes,  twine  for  fishing  lines,  and  fishing 
nets,  36461. — They  grew  flax  for  the  twine  ; girls  were 
intelligent,  and  did  well  in  service  in  Belfast;  they 
cculd  be  usefully  employed  at  home  industries,  36462. 

Drainage. 

Drainage  was  much  needed,  as  whole  island  was 
waterlogged  ; much  land  could  be  made  available  for 
cultivation,  and  climate  would  be  moderated  by  drain- 
age which  would  be  much  more  useful  than  water 
wal,s  i ™0_fa11  was  big  enough  to  allow  good  drain- 


Trawlers  did  great  damage  to  fishing,  as  they  cam 
at  nightfall  and  dragged  away  nets  and  lines  of  loca 
people,  and  spoiled  fishing  beds  ; there  was  plenty  o 
fish  if  there  were  fishing  boats  and  tackle  and  curin; 
station  for  disposing  of  them  afterwards,  and  tha 
would  keep  young  men  on  the  island,  36463 

Cattle-Breeding. 

Agricultural  Board  have  done  something  for  im 
provement  of  strain,  but  many  people  thought  tha 
"lardier  breed  of  cattle  than  shorthorns  would  d 
better,  such  as  the  Ayrshire,  36463-4. 

Fencing. 

Fencing  edges  of  cliffs  was  greatly  reauired  a 

a“  -•  & 

Credit  System. 

Credit  system  crippled  people  very  much  • the 
bought  nearly  everything  on  credit,  and  prices  am 

owns.— Only  remedy  would  be  money  advanced  b 


M'GOWAN,  Rev.  J.— continued. 

Congested  Districts  Boai-d  on  easy  terms,  36466. 

System  of  credit  banks  had  succeeded  well  elsewhere 
and  ought  to  in  Rathlin,  36467. 


Emigbation. 

Emigration  in  real  sense  was  almost  unknown  in 
island ; even  after  the  famine  people  had  not  gone 
to  United  States  or  Australia,  but  went  in  sailing 
vessels  to  Argentine,  and  died  of  yellow  fever ; at  any 
rate  there  was  never  any  trace  of  them,  36467-9. 


M'QUIG,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Harbour  Accommodation. 

Ushet  Harbour  needed  clearing,  as  it  was  blocked 
up  with  loose  stones,  36471— If  cleared  there  would 

be  about  seven  feet  at  the  top  in  low  water,  36472. 

Big  boats  could  be  kept  there  if  it  was  cleared,  36473— 
Large  boat  had  been  lying  there  for  two  years,  riding 
at  anchor,  36474-5. — Reason  why  boat  built  at  Port- 
rush  was  not  used  was  that  there  was  no  depth  of 
water  for  loading  it,  36476-7. — She  would  draw  five 
feet  when  loaded,  36478. — There  were  only  two  feet  of 
water  in  harbour  at  present,  36480. — If  properly 
cleared,  large  steamer  could  go  into  harbour,  36483.— 
But  that  would  be  useless  unless  Ballycastle  Harbour 
was  cleared,  36484-5.— It  would  be  possible  to  take 

cattle  to  Larne  if  boats  were  big  enough,  36486. 

Cod,  ling,  and  the  common  glasson  were  caught. 
36489-91  6 ’ 


M'CURDY,  Mr.  JOHN  (of  Mig). 

Cattle-Breeding. 

Witness  farmed  7£  acres  (Irish),  and  had  another 
small  piece  from  landlord  on  eleven  months’  system, 
36493-5. — Greatest  difficulty  was  transport  of  cattle 
which  ^ were  bred  on  the  island,  as  harbour  accom- 
modation was  so  bad  both  on  mainland  and  island; 
1 „erJor  ca^e  had  to  he  bred,  as  people  could  not 
afford  feeding  stuff  for  good  cattle,  36496.— Bull  was 
great  advantage,  but  cattle  were  hard  to  feed,  as 
the  breed  was  too  good ; more  hardy  breed 
would  suit  island  better,  36497-500.— Some  sheep 
were  kept  on  island,  but  witness  had  lost  all  his  over 
the  cliffs,  as  they  had  been  tempted  too  near  edge  by 
sweet  grass,  36502-5. — Great  need  was  fencing  of 
cliffs  ; some  stone  fencing  had  been  put  up,  36506-7. 


Farm  Stock. 

■ ^jtoess  kept  two  cows  ; he  had  bought  shorthorns 
m Ballycastle,  paying  £12  10s.,  for  a trial,  but  he 
had  .to  give  her  -a  good  deal  of  inside  feeding,  buying 
linseed  cake,  etc.,  in  Ballycastle,  36508-10.— He  also 
grew  some  turnips,  36511. — No  others  on  island 
treated  cattle  m this  way,  as  they  had  inferior  cattle ; 
witness  found  it  did  not  pay,  he  would  have  to  get 
rid  of  his  36512-5.— He  tilled  all  of  his  land  that 
waa  worth  tilling,  36516-9.— Witness  made  just 
enough  butter  for  his  family,  36521.— He  sold  calves 
at  about  one  year  old,  36528— He  had  to  take  what 
price  he  could  get  in  Ballycastle,  as  it  would  not  pay 
him  to  bring  it  hack,  36529-32. 


Horses  were  much  injured  when  being  taken  over 
to  sell,  as  they  had  to  'be  tied,  and  leather  straps  had 
to  be  put  on  pasterns,  36533— Horses  ware  bred  on 
i in  spite  of  the  difficulties  of  transport, 
00634.  A stallion  was  kept  by  one  man  on  island 
lor  use^of  people,  but  it  was  not  changed  sufficiently 
v , V 35-6— Poor  men  on  island  were  not  able  to 

hore  OI365 37  **  encoura8ed  them  to  breed  their  own 


Fishing. 


Witness  eked 
enough  for  his 


out  his  living  by  fishing;  lie  caugh/ 
family,  and  if  weather  was  fine  and 
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M'CUKDY,  Mr.  JOHN— continued. 

catch  was  good  he  tried  to  take  surplus  to  Bally- 
castle,  but  they  had  to  be  sold  very  cheaply,  36539.— 
Sometimes  when  lines  were  left  out  trawlers  came 
and  swept  all  away,  36540.— Complaint  had  been 
made  to  Fishery  Board,  as  this  was  within  the  three- 
mile  limit,  36541-2.— There  was  only  one  coastguard 
boat  and  trawlers  came  frequently,  mostly  Scotch 
and’  English  fishermen,  coming  without  lights  and 
carrying  all  before  them,  36543-50. — Witness  had 
himself  nearly  been  run  down  by  trawler  without 
lights  one  night  when  fishing,  36543,  36551-3.— Cod 
and  ling  were  caught  in  the  Sound ; there  was  also 
hake  on  north  of  island,  36554-5. 


M ‘CURDY,  Mr.  JOHN  (of  Cragmacreggan). 

Witness's  Holding. 

Witness’s  valuation  was  £6 ; rent,  £6  3s.  4 rl.  ; 
acreage  five  Irish  acres,  with  a little  grazing  land 
besides,  36558-61. 

Fencing. 

Fencing  was  badly  needed  to  save  cattle  from  fall- 
ing over  cliffs,  36562. — Stone  fences  could  be  erected 
in  some  places,  But  in  others  there  was  no  way  of 
getting  the  stone  along  the  rocks,  36600-2. — Wire 
fences  would  be  best,  as  in  Scotland,  though  that 
was  not  as  good  protection  as  stone,  36604-5. 

Drainage. 

Drainage  was  needed,  as  water  lay  on  land  and 
there  was  no  outfall,  36562-4.— Witness  drained 
some  himself,  but  soakage  was  required  to  carry 
water  away,  36565. 

Roads. 

There  were  no  roads  to  houses,  36565. — Witness 
was  half  a mile  from  public  road ; he  could  get  cart 
to  his  house  in  some  way,  but  it  was  difficult, 
36565-8. 


M’CURDY,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

Food  Supplies. 

There  were  small  grocers’  shops  on  island,  36593. — 
People  made  their  own  bread  from  oats  or  flour, 
36595-36598. — When  mail  boats  came  they  brought 
bread  from  mainland,  36569. — Tea  was  2s.  to  2s. 
6(1.  per  pound,  36599. 


GLASS,  Me.  JAMES. 

Witness’s  Holding. 

Witness’s  valuation  was  £8 ; rent,  £7 ; he  farmed 
ten  Irish  acres,  36634. — Witness’s  house  was  too 
small  for  his  family  of  eleven;  it  had  only  one 
room,  36649-52. 


Fencing. 

Fencing  was  what  was  most  required ; witness  had 
lost  during  last  six  years  three  mares,  and  sheep  and 
cows,  36635. — His  grazing  came  down  to  sea,  36636. — 
Wire  fencing  was  only  kind  that  could  be  put  up, 
36637. — 'Stones  could  not  he  carted  for  stone  fences, 
36639. — If  money  were  granted  there  could  not  be 
choice  between  fencing  and  harbour  improvement  at 
Ballycastle,  as  both  were  needed,  36640-1. — Harbour 
accommodation  was  greatly  needled-  ati  Ballycastle 
and  Rathlin,  36642. 


Fishing. 

Mackerel  had  been  very  plentiful  for  Last  four  or 
five  years,  36644. — Herring  also  was  abundant,  but 
there  was  no  way  of  catching  either  at  present, 
36645-6. — Until  piers  were  improved  it  was  useless 
to  buy  nets,  36647-8. 


Farsi  Stock. 

Witness  kept  two  cows  and  one  horse,  selling  calves 
when  about  one  year  old,  36654-7. 


Farsi  Stock. 

Witness  kept  cow  and  horse,  36569. — He  kept  calf 
just  a year,  occasionally  two  calves,  36570. — It  was 
very  seldom  that  second  calf  was  born  before  first 
was  disposed  of,  so  that  there  were  never  three  beasts 
beside  the  horse,  36571-3. 

Crops. 

Corn,  barley,  potatoes  and  some  beans  were  grown 
and  used  by  witness  and  his  family  ; it  was  not  much 
use  selling  potatoes  out  of  Ireland,  and  people  had 
not  good  seed,  36574-80. 

Fishing. 

Fishing  would  he  better  industry  tlian  farming  if 
properly  developed ; curing  station  was  badly 
needed,  36582. — Witness  fished  in  small  boat  for  lob- 
sters, and  crabs  in  summer ; lobsters  were  sold  in 
Manchester  and  London,  after  being  taken  to  Bally- 
castle,  but  sometimes  they  died  if  train  was  missed 
or  other  delay  occurred,  36583-6. — Bait  lines  were 
often  swept  away  by  trawlers,  36590. — Mackerel  fish- 
ing was  best  in  the  Three  Kingdoms,  36606 — When 
caught  they  had  to  be  taken  to  mainland  and  sold, 
but  if  a day  old  they  were  no  use,  36608-9. — Repre- 
sentations had  not  been  made  to  Department  about 
mackerel  fishing,  36610. — Witness  had  been  to  Scot- 
land in  his  own  boat,  but  had  not  caught  any  fish, 
36612-4. — He  had  gone  on  this  side  of  the  Mull  of 
Cantyre ; it  was  more  convenient  there,  as  harbours 
were  good,  36616-21. — If  effort  were  made  to  make 
Department  aware  of  good  mackerel  fishing  it  might 
be  way  of  inducing  authorities  to  construct  required 
piers,  36622-4. — Herrings  were  caught  from  May  till 
September,  36625. — -Sometimes  till  November,  36626. 
— Mackerel  were  there  nearly  all  winter,  36627. — 
There  was  plenty  of  fish  if  there  were  harbour  ac- 
commodation, 36629. — Scotch  would  come  and  com- 
pete if  there  were  good  shelter ; only  way  of  being 
equal  with  them  would  be  to  have  better  boats, 
36630-1. 


Tillage. 

Witness  kept  more  than  half  of  his  land  in  tillage  ; 
he  grew  potatoes,  corn,  and  barley  ; winter  feeding 
for  stock  was  only  hay  ; he  had  milk  for  his  children 
during  winter,  oatmeal  porridge  was  used  on  island 
while  people  had  their  own  meal,  36659-64. 

Manner  op  Living. 

A good  many  people  got  money  from  children  who 
worked  on  mainland,  though  most  had  to  live  on 
what  there  was  on  island,  36667-8. — It  would  be  im- 
possible to  get  on  without  fish,  as  salted  fish  helped 
to  keep  people  alive  in  the  winter,  36670-2. 

Potato  Crop. 

Potato  crop  of  last  year  was  not  very  good,  36673. 
— No  spraying  was  ever  done  in  island,  36674-6.— 
Blight  was  bad  last  year,  36677. — Spraying  was  prac- 
tised on  mainland,  36678. — If  island  committee  were 
formed  they  might  encourage  spraying,  36679. 

Want  op  Organiser'. 

Witness  was  young  man  working  on  his  father’s 
farm  when  Mr.  Gage  was  alive ; island  was  much 
worse  off  since  his  death,  36680-2. — Same  authority 
or  body  should  be  appointed  to  take  his  place, 
36683-4. 


WILLIAMS,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 

Witness's  Mode  op  Living. 

Witness  had  small  farm  on  eleven  months’  system, 
witli  no  other  land  except  some  grazing  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Kerr,  on  which  some  cattle  grazed;  he  had  house 
and  garden,  36687-90. — If  grazing  land  were  divided 
up  witness  would  have  to  keep  fewer  cattle,  36691. — • 
He  had  seven  acres,  at  £7  10s.  2cZ.  rent,  36692-3. — ■ 
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WILLIAMS,  Mr.  WILLIAM. — continued; 

It  did  not  pay,  36695. — Land  on  Ratlilin  was  much 
too  dear,  36697. — Witness  could  not  go  into  court  as 
his  land  was  under  eleven  months’  system,  36698. — 
He  tilled  whole  of  seven  acres,  and  paid  rent  to 
Mr.  Gage’s  agent ; grazing  was  Rev.  Mr.  Kerr’s, 
36699-701. — He  kept  two  cows,  three  yearlings,  and 
one  old  horse,  36702. — He  grew  potatoes,  turnips, 
beans,  and  oats,  36704. — Cattle  were  house-fed  in 
winter,  36705. 

Harbour.  Accommodation. 

Harbour  accommodation  was  greatly  needed  on 
both  sides;  witness  had  commission  from  Post  Office 
and  Lights  Board  for  running  boat  twice  a week  to 
Ballycastle;  Ballycastle  was  worse  off  than  Ratlilin, 
36706. — One  winter  £40  worth  of  boats  were  lost  in 
it,  36707. — Witness  had  also  contract  from  Ballast 
Office  in  Dublin,  36708. 


M'CONNELL,  Mr.  CHARLES — continued. 


District  was  congested, , but  not  scheduled  as  it 
ought  to  be;  farms  were  very  small,  and  could  not 
make  a decent  living  without  help  from  America  nr 
Australia,  36755-7—Cushendall,  from  Cushleak  t\ 
Garronpomt,  was  exceptionally  poor  district  36790] 
—Many  young  people  went  abroad  or  to ’sea  who 
might  be  better  employed  at  home,  36792— Countv 
g’™ci1  flowed  that  district  required  special  aid 
am^And  would  develop  poorer  districts  if  tbvi 
had  funds  36807a.— Ratepayers  of  better-off  district 
would  be  glad  to  help  poorer  parts,  36808.— Land  was 
very  poor  and  difficult  to  get  at;  many  farmers  5- 
mg  pork  to  Ballymena  market  had  to  spend  two  dav. 
over  it,  36811.  Farming  was  only  indiL”,  Sfff 

?6airtJ-"STX  teu  Cellt'  ri  .Addings  were  under  £10 
36813.-In  Ballymena  Duron  39  per  cent,  wem  un£ 
£10,  in  Ballycastle  31,  36815-6. 


Herring  and  mackerel  were  very  plentiful,  but  they 
could  not  be  caught,  36710. — Formerly  fisheries  were 
™icli  better  than  now,  as  people  lived  by  them, 
36735-6. 


Mr.  Gage’s  management  and  sympathetic  treat- 
ment  of  the  people  had  good  results,  36713— Anna u 
rently  island  was  not  in  as  good  condition  now  as 
then,  though  if  Mr.  Gage’s  rule  were  brought  back 
it  was  doubtful  whether  younger  generation  would 
367M  6amenab,e  t0  hls  nile  as  older  one  had  been, 


Y Paid  yearly  some  time  before  Christ- 
mas,  all  tenants  held  on  same  conditions,  36717-9— 
Witness  had  been  sixteen  years  in  his  holding;  there 
was  no  house  on  Ins  farm,  but  he  had  cot  one  not 
teLn^’  36^20’1-— ■ Agreement  had  been  signed  by 
tenants  for  eleven  months’  system,  but  stock  was 

36722U4.ned  °Ut  eVei'y  J’ear’  aS  that  would  do  no  good, 
State  ot  Rat  hi.  in. 

Soi"8  b*<*.  nor 

C ■»  111  1852  things  were  worse  than  now 

Nof  ml  Waf  particalarly  hard  one,  36727-8  — 

ol  the  people^’i^was'  wonderful’lb 

■non-  in  arrears  Hum  limy  were)  “*  ""  “» 

finreriTH's  Valuation. 

ine,  people”  w?re‘ffimlf  cbthad “tunes  were  improv- 
sptm  at  home ; there  was  „ot,m,cf  WM  B“wn  “d 
lotion,  but  expenses  were  SS.  mon<?J'  111  “rcu- 

If  CONNELL,  Mr.  CHARLES. 

*™-T 0F  AnSSSm  m c- 

jural  purposes"  County  ^ommitt  f°r  aSricul- 

hncs  adopted  in  Congested ^SSJ?8.  bad  worked  on 
sires  and  bulls  had  intr^  ^ts-  Board’s  area  ; 
district,  36747. -They  uito  Cushendall 

ment  and  lent  to  j;./.-  re,r,e  Purchased  by  Denart 
with  two  “p*  Orty  Committee 

task 

ttfass.  ac„4  sasa-as 

nso  of  them,  36754.  y t lttee  w°nld  make  good 


There  were  no  facilities  for  fishing  in  district  so 
lads  went  to  sea  or  to  Glasgow,  etc.,  for  employment- 
at  Cushendun  harbour  had  been  filled  up,  and  there 
was  now  no  local  fishing  population,  though  there 
would  be  if  there  were  accommodation;  County  Conn- 

t Hi: 

foi  fishing  accommodation  was  most  necessary,  36826 
Railways. 

Railway  should  be  extended  from  Parkmore  to 
Oushendall,  about  six  miles  further  on,  36762-3— 
irathc  on  county  road  from  Parkmore  to  Waterfoot, 
port  from  which  iron  ore  was  shipped,  was  excessive ; 
road  cost  £500  to  £600  a year  in  excess  of  ordinary 
grant  on  account  of  iron  ore  traffic;  railway  would 
save  this,  and  county  would  be  justified  in  guaran- 
ttemg  promoters  36764— It  was  half  county  charge, 
and  would  supply  wants  of  whole  county  in  matter 
. facilities,  and  tourist  and  iron  ore  traffic 
would  justify  guarantee;  it  would  give  market  to 

SdSbL  6E'6-y2071“B‘  cJmpany 

22 ’*  b( 'S.?Pp™a'lled.  tat  memorial  had  been  pri- 
suited  to  Midland  Company,  but  witness  did  not 

andWi^8Pl+’-3676^'i;~A  fcet  would  follow  railway, 
«*■*■«»  might  be  established,  36769,-Ertem 
3W26  ' ‘“’W  t0  °Mh“ndall  was  very  important. 


rvool'wJVfntkS'*r?1  mom,laj”s  above  Cushendall; 
be  mJSfSLj  Slasgow  and  Belfast;  if  it  could 
ment  3677D  i Um  dls^nct  it  would  give  employ- 

Sp’  36W6  T»?CC”P18W  ° Glem  of  Antrim  bid 

fo?fcn?«t  Pi7Vif’V;llt  111  bMcd  »ou,d  >»  chieily 

Xr 3^eh“SLo5!derS:  lM2”'  “nld  “ 


f ones  could  look 


ra?J7™,™f’?lt;,'‘five  wre  employed  in  Glen- 
ns  manv  in  nfi,  ,Une’  and  there  were  probably  twice 

hiisSyshL  ^L?-me9'  36772-3-Cartage  had  dim- 

road  • it  cut  action  engine  had  been  put  upon 

repairs,  36^4  5.  10ad'  and  farnlers  had  to  Pa3'  {or 
Industries. 

donbSISoS™  industry  at  Camlough,  36778.-A 
—There  was^S7-  ,chenllcal  products  also,  36779, 
was  no  technical  “£dufitr7  for  women,  36781.— There 
instimctw  hadllf?61”6  “ °Per»tian,  36782. -Manual 
etc.,  36787  _!«-*„  aPPomted,  who  taught  carpentry, 
bo  very  useful  3678<91<Mp  ,do,mestic  science  would 
tries  was  oft®*? IgEfiSg  M .**» 

Stock  Schemes. 

nof1!?^^™  “ppl“d  t° .this  district,  bat 
were  best  ioi  this  dis&li*7  ^Land  Gateway  bulls 
they  were  given  011  wI,ich 

36784— If  scheme  £PPllCable  to  district  only, 

Pay,  36785.  d be  farther  developed  it  would 
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M'CONNELL,  Mr.  CHARLES— continued. 


BLACK,  Mr.  ALEXANDER. — continued. 


Emigration. 

Young  men  who  went  to  sea  left  place  altogether, 
36793- — Young  women  went  to  America,  36795. — In 
Ballymena  there  were  industries,  and  young  women 
found  employment  at  home,  36796. — Belfast  was  as 
strange  a place  to  the  young  women  of  the  Glens  as 
was  America,  36797. — They  preferred  America, 
36798-9. — If  young  men  had  fishing  facilities  they 
could  earn  more  at  home  than  by  going  to  sea,  36802. 
—It  would  be  better  for  themselves  and  district  if 
they  could  remain  at  home,  36803. 

Technical  Instruction. 

Manual  instruction  was  begun  two  years  before; 
man  was  paid  £100  a year  and  expenses,  and  stayed 
six  or  eight  weeks  in  one  centre,  36818-20. — There 
had  been  no  official  report  yet,  as  work  was  in  its 
infancy,  but  it  taught  men  to  be  handy,  etc.,  36821-2. 
— Ballymena  had  technical  school,  so  instructor  did 
not  go  there,  36823. — Instructor  just  proposed  to  lay 
foundation  of  a trade,  36824. — In  winter  young  men 
oould  do  many  things  about  farms  that  would  other- 
wise have  to  be  done  by  paid  men,  if  they  had  had 
no  instruction,  36825. 


BLACK,  Mr.  ALEXANDER, 

Congestion. 

Poverty  of  districts  of  .Cushendall  and  Oushleak 
was  due  to  uneconomic  holdings  ; this  was  due  to  three 
causes : (1)  judicial  rents  were  too  high ; (2)  land 
was  difficult  to  cultivate  owing  to  height  of  mountain 
sides,  work  having  to  be  done  with  spade ; (3)  diffi- 
culty of  mai'keting  produce,  owing  to  distance,  bad 
roads,  and'  lack  of  railway  accommodation,  36829. — 
Farmers  could  only  make  rent  by  using  labour  of 
families  who  worked  for  nothing,  and  using  money 
sent  by  friends  in  America,  36830. — On  steep  moun- 
tain sides  updo-date  tools  could  not  be  used  on  agri- 
cultural land,  36831-2. 


Land  Purchase. 

Holdings  had  not  been  bought  out,  as  people  could 
not  afford  to  buy  at  present  rents,  36833-4. — Ma- 
jority were  second  term  rents,  too  'high  for  basis  of 
purchase,  36835-6. — Landlords  in  general  knew  very 
little  about  .the  value  of  their  land ; they  would  feel 
aggrieved  if  they  had  to  sell  at  fewer  years’  purchase 
than  others,  36837. — Even  resident  landlords  did  not 
often  inspect  their  farms,  36830-41. — Judicial  rents 
were  too  high ; rent  fixing  in  these  poor  districts 
would  require  special  treatment  by  Land  Commis- 
sioners they  should  take  into  consideration  difficulty 
of  cultivating  land,  instead  of  taking  exact  value, 
368424). — Commissioners’  system  prevented  them 
from  making  such  allowance,  36846-47a. — Griffith’s 
valuation  was  higher  there  than  in  any  part  of 
country,  consequently  farmers  had  to  pay  high  rates, 
o6848. — Sub-Commissioner  .apparently  did  not  take 
all  these  tilings  into  consideration,  36849-50. — Very 
few  farms  had  been  sold,  and  they  fetched  a large 
price ; most  farms  were  handed  down  from  father  to 
son,  36906-7. — Witness  oould  not  give  any  purchase 
prices,  36908-10. — In  what  negotiations  there  were 
landlords  and  tenants  could  not  come  to  terms, 
36“11‘3. — 'Witness  Iliad  known  of  one  case  where  land- 
lord offered  to  sell  at  24-Jf  years’  purchase  on  first 
term  rents,  on  condition  that  there  w.as  no  bargain- 
ing, tenants  must  either  refuse  or  accept,  36915-7.— 
One  property  in  Antrim  bad  been  sold  under  Ash- 
Dourne  Act  at  twenty  years’  purchase,  36918-21.— 
Witness  did  not  know  of  anything  that  had  enhanced 
value  of  land  in  Antrim  to  justify  increase  of  five 
years  purchase,  36922-5. — Witness  suggested  that 
land  should  be  fairly  valued  by  independent  Govern- 
ment body  such  as  Congested  Districts  Board,  and 
bought  out  under  Act  of  1903,  36970-1.— Basis  of 
purchase  might  be  amount  of  security  divided  into 
number  of  yeai-s’  purchase,  36972.—  Government  bodv 
suonici  decide  the  number  of  years’  purchase,  36973.' 


to  market  was  taken  into  consideration ; where  rent 
was  fixed,  valuer  visited  and  inspected  land  ; land- 
lord had  nothing  to  do  with  fixing  rent,  36855-60.— 
Commissioners  took  difficulties  into  consideration  to 
a certain  extent,  but  not  fully,  36863-36888. — Rents 
were  much  below  valuation,  one  example  being : 
valuation  £63,  rent  £25,  36864. — Same  schedule 
ruled'  determining  of  prices  all  over  Ireland,  36866. — 
Man  with  practical  knowledge  of  farming  and  im- 

fiartiai  .as  between  tenant  and  landlord  would  not  be 
ilcely  to  fix  rent  too  high,  36891. — Commissioners 
had  not  enough  knowledge  of  farming  generally  in 
difficult  place  to  fix  rent  quite  fairly,  36894. — They 
valued  on  a system  for  whole  country,  36895. — There 
was  nothing  to  be  said  against  personnel  of  Sub- 
Commission  ; the  only  thing  was,  they  did  not  take 
local  circumstances  into  consideration,  36896-8. — In 
time  of  Griffith’s  valuation  farmers  broke  down 
oftener  than  they  did  now ; most  of  them  went  to 
America,  36902. — Standard  of  living  was  highernow, 
and  wages  had  risen  ; lands  had  fallen  and  prices 
had  risen,  so  no  one  was  better  off,  36903-5. 

Methods  oe  Cultivation. 

Horse  was  kept  on  £10  holdings  as  a rule,  36867.— 
Land  was  too  steep  to  plough,  so  had  to  be  culti- 
vated with  spade ; amount  of  arable  land  was  small 
for  size  of  holding;  farmers  had  to  try  to  cultivate 
every  bit  of  it  that  they  could,  36869-70. — .Farmers 
could  not  afford  to  keep  up-to-date  tools  such  as 
spring  grubbers,  turnip  sowers,  etc.  ; farm  imple- 
ments had  improved,  but  these  farmers  could  not 
afford  them,  36871-4. — They  understood  the  tools,  but 
could  not  buy  them,  36876-7. — Turnip-hoe  cost  from 
£2  to  £2  10s.,  36879. — It  would  be  advantage  if  De- 
partment or  someone  else  provided  for  hiring  out  of 
these  implements,  people  to  irepay  in  certain  num- 
ber of  years,  36882-3. — Or  to  give  the  implements  at 
Dost  price,  repayment  to  extend  over  certain  number 
of  years,  36884-5. — Land'  had  great  tendency  to  go 
back  to  its  original  state,  dry  land  to  whins  and  wet 
land  to  lushes ; it  required  working  up  if  full  value 
was  to  be  got  out  of  it,  36886. — 'Steepness  of  hills 
solved  question  of  drainage  to  some  extent,  36887. 

Standard  oe  Living. 

About  1,852  people  used  very  little  tea,  and  manu- 
factured their  own  clothes,  36926-7.—' These  things 
would  now  cost  a good  deal ; formerly  people  lived 
more  on  potatoes  and  oatmeal,  36928. — Living  alto- 
gether was  more  costly  now  than  half  a century  ago, 
36931-4. — Sanitary  dwellings  should  be  erected  for 
farmers  .as  well  ,as  for  labourers;  loans  should  be 
granted,  36986. 


Cost  oe  Labour. 

Boys  who  formerly  got  £3  for  half-year  now  got 
£12,  36935. — But  labour-saving  machinery  had  come 
into  use,  36936. — If  small  holders  of  £10  or  £12 
valuation  had  to'  'hire  labour  they  went  to  the  wall, 
36938. — English  system  of  farming  was  different  from 
Irish,  36940. — Sheep  were  kept  by  large  fanners ; 
small  men  did  not  try  them,  36941. — Big  farms  were 
generally  held  on  lease,  as  in  Scotland,  not  on  eleven 
months’  system,  as  grazing  farms  in  south  were  held. 
36943-5. 


Compulsion. 

If  compulsion  w.as  adopted  price  ought  to  be  fixed 
on  fair  and  square  principle;  it  was  all  a question 
of  price,  36947-52. — Compulsion  was  already  applied 
to  occupiers  of  land  for  railway  purposes,  36954. — - 
And  under  Labourers  Act,  36955. — State  had  said 
that  dual  ownership  and  congestion  must  disappear, 
so  they  would  have  to  take  tile  best  steps  to  effect 
this,  36957-8. — If  any  loss  was  incurred,  whole  State 
should  bear  the  loss,  36974-36976. — It  would  not  be 
right  to  leave  people  with  less  income  than  before, 
36975. — If  farmer  had  bought  land  too  dear  lie  had 
no  right  to  expect  help  from  State,  36977.— Fair 
value  should  be  guaranteed,  36979. 


Valuation. 

Witness  was  sheep  fanner,  with  holding  of  £3,60 
with  only  a couple  of  acres  tillage,  36851-3.— Not 
judicial  tenant,  36854. — In  Pink  Schedule  proximr 


Industries. 

Wool  was  sent  to  Scotland,  through  brokers  in 
Glasgow,  36959-60.  --Landlords  of  district  were  Earl 
of  Antrim  and  Lord  Londonderry,  36962. — If  woollen 
2 .? 
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industry  ■were  established  it  would  probably  be  suc- 
cessful, 6963. — Mill  at  Cushendull  had  failed  for 
want  of  facilities  for  putting  material  on  market, 
36965. — Shipping  facilities  would  not  be  required  for 
raw  wool,  but  for  manufactured,  if  industry  were 
started,  aaid  for  other  things ; it  was  now  shipped 
at  Ballycastle  in  coasting  steamers  belonging  to  Mr. 
M'Ddowie,  36966-9. 


Eishing  in  slack  season  would  help  to  keep  young 
men  at  home,  36980. — Plenty-  of  herrings  were  to  be 
oauglit  if  there  were  facilities,  36982a-4. — Piers  and 
boats  would  he  required  both  at  Cushendall  and 
Cushendun,  36987. — Evidence  would  be  given  of  class 
of  piers  required,  36990. 


DOBBS,  Me.  S.  M. 


CuSHEXDALL  DlSHBXSARV  DISTRICT. 

District  contained  42,681  acres ; 6,500  acres  were 
turf  and  barren  mountain,  20,955  acres  were  mountain 
grazing,  11,309  pasture,  113  plantations ; only  3,804 
acres  were  arable;  of  this,  970  acres  were  fair,  level, 
alluvial  land,  36994. — Climate  was  cold,  as  aspect  was 
north-easterly,  36995.— Rainfall  48  inches,  36996. 

Valuation. 

Population  in  1901,  2,298;  valuation  £3  12s.  6 d. 
per  head  ; valuation  was  misleading,  as  derelict  mills, 
mines,  railways  and  quarries,  etc. . were  highly  valued  ; 
deducting  three  holdings  over  £100,  valuation  was  less 
than  £11  per  holding  ; Antrim  was  highest  valued 
land  in  Ireland,  36999.— Reason  was  Griffith’s  valua- 
tion had  begun  in  the  South  in  famine  times,  and 
finished  in  North-east  thirteen  years  after,  when  prices 
were  rising ; best  standard  of  comparison  with  West 
was  second  term  judicial  rents,  37000.— Valua- 
tion of  different  Commissioners  varied  greatly ; 
m townland  of  Tamlaght  valuation  was  £167  15s  ’ 
and  rent  £80'  7s.,  judicial  rent,  37001-2.— Mr.  J n’ 
S***’1 8 farm  was  valued  at  £63  17s. ; rent  was  £25, 
— ln  Glendun  valuation  was  £880,  rent 
r517  Average  of  rent  was  half  valua- 

tion, 3/006.—  Average  valuation  was  £11;  if  rent 
were  £5,  valuation  would  be  down  to  £5,  or  little 
more  than  standard  of  congestion,  37007. 

Congestion. 

A local  Committee  had  been  meeting  for  last  three 
weeks  to  gather  as  much  information  as  pos- 
eon?est1<®  generally  to  submit  to 
Commission,  and  had  made  report,  36992-3.— 
l overly  and  congestion  were  chieffy  due  to  absence 
n means  of  communication  ; there  was  no  land  avail- 
if  migration,  but  land  would  support  population 
f J °Utlet  f0r  farmers’  P^e  and  fishing 

~£"?»  narrow  gauge  railway  ended  on  top  of 

scrve  oas™,  m,  6S  • °m  pltC®  is  suPP^ed  to 
su\e,  pas^engei  service  was  bad,  and  eoods  rats 
enormous,  from  Lame  to  Portrush ; over  fifS  nSes 
■of  mid  coast  there  was  „„  harbour ; results  Sr™!! 

SpSsTS  S4. l>  ££ 


»nd  eupS'se  '„rS““  && 

remedies  were— n 1 'Fr.av'k/a  ^ visited  the  place ; 
way  to  GilSidill  . of  uail- 

seven  miles ; terminus  Cusiiend!i]),  S1I  0r 

mile.  . from  Ou.hendall,  37?™.^®  ™S  !°nr 
no  engineering  difficulties  in  wav  of j”  we“ 

facilitate  patting  farm  pro&“Xt“&“"i 


DOBBS,  Me.  S.  M. — continued. 

Harboue  Accommodation. 

There  were  fine  sites  where  harbour  could  be  erected  • 
harbour  and  railway  were  connected,  as  shipment  of 
iron  ore  would  be  chief  feature,  37013. 

Drainage. 

Glenariff  River  should  be  drained,  as  300  acres  of 
best  land  were  often  flooded,  37013. — Surface  drainaea 
where  people  had  commonage  would  be  difficult 
37053. 

Industries. 

Woollen  industry  might  he  established,  and  re-af- 
forestation  carried  out,  37013. — Men  employed  in 
mines  lived  mostly  on  Ballymena  side,  37019.— Park, 
more  Station  was  nearest  to  mines,  37020. 


Agricultural  Department’s  returns  showed  about 
19,900  sheep  in  district,  37015. — Mountains  were  in 
common,  37016.— Mountains  were  only  fit  for  sheep 
grazing ; nothing  but  black-faced  sheep  could  live  on 
hills,  37017-9.— Wool  was  sold  through  brokers  in 
Glasgow,  and  it  was  sent  by  either  Lame  or  Belfast 
37018.— Sheep  and  oattle  were  put  on  same  mountain 
m summer ; it  would  be  better  for  farmers  if  holdings 
were  separated,  37052.— Under  existing  circumstances 
breed  could  not  be  improved,  37053.— There  were  no 
shepherds  on  mountains,  37054. 

Emigration. 

Young  girls  emigrated  to  America  ; they  did  not  <-o 
to  Belfast,  37021. — There  was  no  English  or  Scotch 
emigration,  37023. — Not  even  for  the  harvest  37025 
—Young  men  would  do  better  if  they  stayed  at  home 
and  fished  instead  of  going  to  other  countries,  37025  — 
Fish  could  only  be  caught  by  following  it,  37026, 

Divisions  oe  Union. 

Division  of  union  was  costly,  as  part  of  it  was  in 
Larue  Union;  one  of  most  congested  districts  was 
Ardclims,  in  Larne,  37026. — Local  Government  Board 
nxed  boundaries,  which  did  not  vary,  37027-8". 

Land  Purchase. 

There  had  been  one  sale  to  about  twelve  tenants  at 
4s  in  the  £ on  second  term  rents,  37029.— Witness 
aid  not  (think  that  .any  serious  offers  had  been  made, 
either  to  buy  or  sell,  37031-41.— 4s.  in  the  £ on  first 
tf™  rents  was  an  extravagant  price,  37042.— 2s.  in 
the  £ on  second  term  rents  fixed  in  1896  was  also 
extravagant,  37046. 

Cattle. 

Cattle  were  generally  sold  from  eighteen  months  to 
two  years ; that  was  cattle  on  small  holdings,  37056-7. 


TRAILL,  Me.  WILLIAM  A. 

Ieon  Oeb  Industet  and  Transit  Facilities. 
JSPTJ*  been , associated  with  iron  ore  industry 
from  187^+ a gi  poo  *?1S  ^aie.sty’s  Geological  Survey, 
him  .rroo+i*0  beauty  of  scenery  had  also  struck 

to  a ’ x*on  °re  industry  had  been  developed 

F»rkmS  h?  “peni”B  °*  •*  C.rga», 

to  6 iV  ’ ore  was  carried  through  Ballymena 

teeiit  ' ttm«>  slipped  to  Barrow ; cheat  sea 
“pepsated  lor  high  rates  to  Belfast;  mrne- 
Cn if  EaUysnena  was  owned  hy  Northern 
to  an  mo  _ ai^a?'  Company,  and  they  wished  traffic 
so  W riff  thSlr  llnes : ore  was  24s  to  27s-  a ton, 
that  carriage  could  be  afforded,  and  at 

makintr  nf  t5jlm  iron  ore  was  specially  adapted  for 
nhur  fnrl  Stfel  u1  account  of  its  freedom  from  sul- 
6oZ™\Z!}?8ph°™ ; about  1875  to  1880  London 
mnalriiJLa00''  ^^ties  along  Glenariff  valley,  and 
un  t hS  Tn?W  gauge  railway  from  Red  Bay 
crete  nier  « Glenariff  valley,  and  constructed  con- 
was  S g % deeP  water  at  all  tides;  £95,000 
tons  l !n„as  Company  expected  to  ship  200,000 
shin  was  1 tfnnn  ’•  S™*68*  amount  they  actually  did 
ship  was  15,000  m any  one  year;  there  were  object- 
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TRAILL,  Me.  WILLIAM  A. — continued. 

tions  to  shipment  from  Belfast,  and  price  of  iron 
ore  fell ; overhead  railway  was  constructed  from 
mines  to  Red  Bay  at  cost  of  £40,000,  but  it  never 
worked  properly ; some  said  cables  were  wrong ; others 
thought  they  had  been  maliciously  cut,  but  witness 
thought  cable  wires  were  too  light  and  broke  under 
weight  of  iron  ore,  37060-2. — Carting  and  traction 
carriage  to  Red  Bay  had  cut  up  roads  badly,  and 
excessive  upkeep  had  to  be  paid  by  ratepayers,  not 
mine-owners ; in  1880  Parliamentary  plans  for  shoTt 
railway  between  Parkmore  and  GlenarifE  were  carried 
through;  an  Act  of  Parliament  and  running  powers 
over  Red  Bay  Railway  as  far  as  Ballymena  were 
carried  through,  in  spite  of  opposition  of  Northern 
Counties  Railway,  37062. — Nothing  ever  came  of  it, 
as  prices  fell  from  26s.  to  8s. ; English  Company 
found  it  would  not  pay,  and  project  was  abandoned, 
37063-6,  37068-9. — Oi  late  years  there  had  been  some 
improvement  in  iron  ore  industry,  and  tourist  traffic 
was  developing,  37067. — Those  mines  were  not  work- 
ing, but  Parkmore  ones  were,  37070-1. — Pier  at  Red 
Bay  had  been  very  substantially  built;  system  was 
to  telegraph  of  steamer  to  Larne  Harbour,  twenty- 
five  miles  away,  and  it  was  there  in  one  and  a-half 
to  two  hours,  37073-6. — Witness  held  same  views  as 
in  1880,  that  only  way  to  develop  district  was  to 
connect  Red  Bay  railway  at  Parkmore  with  old  Glen- 
ariff  railway,  37076.— Cost  would  be  about  £25,000, 
37078. — Distance  six  miles,  37079. — £25,000  would 
not  complete  pier  and  railway,  37080. — About  seventy- 
five  men  were  now  employed  in  iron  ore  works,  and 
it  might  be  developed  in  other  places,  37082-4. — If 
line  was  re-created  it  should  not  only  be  mineral 
line,  but  to  develop  tourist  traffic  as  well;  tourist 
traffic  increased  sale  of  all  products  in  neighbour- 
hood, 37085-8. — Company  had  closed  up  because  of 
fall  in  prices,  and  they  were  not  likely  to  come  back 
again,  37089-90. — Industry  could  be  revived  if  proper 
harbour  and  pier  were  erected,  37092.— If  there  were 
terminal  station  at  Red  Bay,  Cushendall  would  be 
distant  a little  over  two  miles  along  level  road,  and 
iron  ore  could  be  shipped  either  at  Glenariff  pier  or 
from  Red  Bay  pier;  it  would  not  be  easy  to  extend 
railway  from  Retreat  to  Cushendall  as  engineering 
difficulties  were  too  great;  other  project  could  be 
carried  through  with  grant  from  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  Baronial  Guarantee  for  £10,000,  37093. 


M'ALLISTER,  Me.  DANIEL. 


Railway  Rates. 


M‘CORMICK,  Mr.  PATRICK. — continued. 

plough  was  very  steep  and  had  to  be  done  single 
furrow;  reaping  machines  could  not  be  used,  and 
difficulty  of  manuring  and  taking  off  crop  was  great; 
it  was  about  nine  miles  from  Ballycastle,  nearest 
railway  station;  people  were  greatly  in  need  of  help 
from  Congested  Districts  Board  or  some  other  body; 
people  were  getting  tired  of  trying  to  force  a living 
from  the  land,  and  young  people  did  not  want  to 
stay  on  land;  holdings  were  large  enough  to  be  eco- 
nomic, but  were  in  remote  district,  and  had  many 
natural  disadvantages,  so  there  was  not  sufficient 
capital  to  justify  advantage  being  taken  of  scheme 
of  Department  of  Agriculture,  37112b. 

Cattle  Breeding. 

Galloways  rarely  turned  out  good  cows;  cross-bred 
bull  would  suit  district  better;  Department  of  Agri- 
culture did  not  encourage  use  of  any  but  pure-bred 
bulls ; if  stock  could  be  improved  introduction  of 
bull  which  would  suit  conditions,  stores  might  be 
greatly  improved,  trade  with  Great  Britain  im- 
proved, and  craving  for  Canadian  cattle  removed; 
if  latter  were  introduced,  small  mountain  farmer 
would  disappear,  and  Ireland  would  become,  despite 
every  effort,  a series  of  ranches;  sheep  also  needed 
new  blood,  37112b. — Farmers  generally  sold  stores 
after  two  years,  37120. — They  kept  them  inside  in 
winter  and  feed  them  on  green  crops  and  turnips, 
37121-3. 

Hoese  Breeding. 

Schemes  of  Department  had  not  been  a success ; 
influence  of  South  of  Ireland  breeders  who  were  on 
Advisory  Committee  of  Department  was  in  favour  of 
breeding  hunters,  which  was  right  for  the  South, 
but  hackney  breeding  suited  North  better ; Depart- 
ment should  give  more  heed  to  wishes  of  influential 
minority ; mares  of  Cushleake  were  too  small  to  be 
selected  and  too  big  to  be  classed  as  ponies  to  come 
under  Cushendall  Pony  Scheme,  37112b. — Unsuccess- 
ful throughbreds  had  been  introduced  by  Committee 
of  Department  of  Agriculture,  37113.— Animals  might 
have  done  for  good  level  land,  with  good  grass,  but 
they  were  not  suited  to  braes  of  Cushleake,  37115-6. 
— Local  Agricultural  Committee  had  been  in  favour 
of  keeping  hackney  supplied  by  Department,  but  he 
was  taken  away,  37118. 

Poultry. 

a.foultry  were  kept  in  fair  numbers,  but  there  was 
difficulty  in  putting  produce  on  market,  37112b. 


Railway  rates  were  particularly  high  against  Cush- 
endaR  on  account  of  want  of  competition,  37095-6. 
—•Small  steamer  had  been  brought  from  Derry,  but  it 
did  not  pay  for  want  of  traffic,  37096*.— Pressure  had 
been  brought  to  bear  on  railway  company,  but  they 
would  not  reduce  rates,  37097-8— Matter  had  not 
been  brought  before  Railway  Commission  now  sitting 
in  Dublin,  as  it  was  not  easy  for  persons  living  so 
ino  a^,a^  to,?°  to  Dublin  to  give  evidence,  37099- 
thing  Congested  Districts  Commission 
could  do  was  to  send  copy  of  evidence  to  Railway 
commission,  or  district  could  write  to  Secretary  of 
xtailway  Commission,  37103. — If  pier  were  restored 
and  steamer  could  call  there  was  better  chance  of 
better  treatment,  37104-8. 


M'CORMICK,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Holding  of  Witness. 


ltne?s  held  thirty  acres  and  eighteen  acres ; 
and  £8  2s„  rent  being  below  valuation,  37112. 


Cushleake  District. 

o f (pm vn +ak<A  xa?  for  seven  miles  aJong  north  coa: 
and  r^f,-AntJUV’ Jont,ai,ned  ^enty-three  townland 
District^  tuted  elector  a!  division  in  Ballycastle  Rur, 
ffiSK’Jaluatl0nJ.^as  £1>273  lls-  population  42] 
sheen  faS  mou^incras>  upper  portion  devoted  • 
p-f arming  and  lower  to  cultivation;  land  undi 


Roads. 

There  was  one  road  running  through  district,  and 
it  was  a bad  one,  with  very  steep  gradients;  5 cwt. 
was  most  a horse  could  take  over  it;  carting  to  and 
from  market  was  very  difficult,  37112b.— There  were 
only  minor  roads,  37164. — Under  Grand  Jury  sys- 
tem people  only  had  to  pay  what  district  cost,  37166. 
— An  entirely  new  road  would  be  needed,  following 
for  short  distance  one  in  existence,  37174-6. 

Crops. 

Beans  and  flax  used-  to  be  grown,  but  former 
dropped  out  on  account  of  fall  in  price,  and  bean 
aphis  attacked  latter;  now  price  of  yarn  had  so 
much  increased  that  spinners  ought  to  pay  better 
prices,  but  they  would  not,  37112b— If  district  were 
scheduled,  witness  suggested  that  people  should  be 
taken  into  confidence  of  Board,  and  that  their  wishes 
should  not  be  overruled,  as  had  so  often  been  done  in 
the  past,  37112b. 


Taxation. 

Cushleake  had  much  to  complain  of  in  matter  of 
taxation,  they  were  forced  into  scheme  of  main  roads 
by  which  district  lost  about  £200  a year;  Local 
Government  Board  had  forced  them  to  contribute  to- 
wards upkeep  of  Belfast  roads ; Cushleake  was  also 
included  m area  of  charge  for  sanitary  expenses  at 
Cushendall,  costing  4 £d.  in  pound  for  35  years, 
37112b. — This  was  for  Cushendall  sewerage,  37168.— 
There  had  been  Local  Government  Inquiry,  and  all 
districts  outside  Cushendall  had  signed  protest,  37169- 
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M'CORMICK,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 


Stock  on  Farms. 

Witness  kept  three  cows,  one  horse,  and  fifty  sheep, 
which  grazed  in  commonage  on  mountain,  37126-9. — 
Calves  were  sold  at  six  months  old,  37131. _ — Fairs 
were  held  at  Cushendall,  Cushendun,  Glenarifi,  and 
Waterfoot,  37134.— Stock  then  taken  to  Ballymena, 
Ballycastle,  Larne,  and1  Rallymoney,  37135. — It 

would  not  pay  to  sell  stock  as  yearlings,  it  paid  better 
to  sell  them  as  two  -year-olds,  37142-3-6. — Good  two- 
year-old  would  sell  for  £6,  yearling  £3,  37147-8. — 
Upland  grazing  enabled  stock  to  be  kept  for  two 
years,  37159-60. 


Land. 

People  were  leaving  or  selling  farms,  37150. — Small 
farm  of  £6  rent  had  sold  for  £120,  37151. — Man  who 
bought  wanted  to  add  to  his  own  holding,  37152-4. 
— When  sod  was  ploughed  land  was  turned  down  a 
foot ; it  had  to  be  kept  up  as  well  as  possible,  37161-3. 


O’ BOYLE,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Grazing  Rights 

Witness  occupied,  with  others,  146  acres  of  grazing ; 
he  wanted  this  Commission  to  assign  54  acres  to  him 
exclusively,  and  he  would  pay  expenses;  as  the  other 
holders  did  not  agree,  Commission  could  do  nothing, 
37177-81. 


M'AULEY,  Mr.  BERNARD. 

Roads. 

Good  road  was  a necessity,  37182a. — It  was  needed 
from  Tullynacrilly  to  Mallards,  and  would  benefit 
eighteen  tenants,  37183. — About  a mile  and  a half 
should  be  made,  37184. — People  would  be  able  to  till 
land  better,  as  now  manure  had  to  be  carried  on  their 
backs,  37185. — They  had  also  to  carry  turf  home, 
37186. — If  Commission  assisted,  Council  would  take 
it  up,  37188. — If  some  body  advanced  portion  of  ex- 
penses, Rural  District  Council  would  probably  find 
balance,  37190. — People  were  without  road,  even 
though  they  were  paying  for  roads  all  over  country, 
and  sanitary  expenses  of  Cushendall,  37194-7. 


Transit  Facilities. 

Farmers  were  at  gieat  loss  owing  to  want  of  transit 
facilities,  37182a,  37201. — Improvement  of  roads  and 
railways  was  great  question,  37202-3. 

Industries. 

Industries  such  as  weaving  should  be  revived,  37197 
-Commission  had  no  power  to  give  help,  and  could 
24  ™yimend  industries  unless  there  were  chance  oi 
their  being  self-supporting,  37198-200. 


M'CLOY,  Mr.  ALEXANDER. 

Witness  was  fanner ; he  had  32  statute  acres  • rent 
was  £7  10s.,  valuation,  £12  on  laud,  and  £2  10c 
buildings,  37223.  ' on 


Transit  Facilities. 

Markets  were  inconvenient  on  account  of  bad  roads 
37224.— Witness  supported  evidence  already  given’ 
37225.— Fallownacrilly  road  was  very  poor,  and  people 
were  badly  handicapped  in  bringing  produce  to  market 
37226-7.— Ballymena  was  nearest  market,  twentv 
miles  away,  to  which  it  was  very  difficult  to  take  J 
duce,  37230-1.  p 


Land  Purchase. 

Two  townlands,  Turkilly  and  Gruig,  were  purchased 
about  two  years  previously,  at  twenty- four  years’ 
purchase  of  second  team  judicial  rents,  37231.— Under 
Act  of  1903,  37232. — Price  was  too  high,  37233.— On 
Gian vi lie  Estate  Captain  Dixon  had  proposed  sale 
at  reduction  of  4s.  in  the  £ ; tenants  wanted  4s  6d  • 
offer  had  not  been  accepted,  37234.— There  were  between 
ninety  and  a hundred  tenants,  with  average  of  £10 
valuation,  37235-6.— Smallest  holding  would  be  about 
six  acres,  37237. — Witness  had  no  mountain  common- 
age  along  with  his  thirty-two  acres,  37239. 


v_.ni.-j.ljti  OSJjBS. 


Cattle  were  sold  at  all  ages,  whenever  there  was 
likely  to  be  most  profit,  37240. — -Witness’s  experience 
th m 1 ey  were  ^iefly  sold  at  two  or  three  years, 
37241.— They  were  fed  in  winter  on  hay,  straw, 
turnips  and  cabbage,  less  turnips  than  other  things 
and  no  mangols,  37242-6.— Sale  at  six  months  would 
mean  very  small  price,  and  there  would  be  no  manure 
for  farms,  37247-8. 


M'CAMBRIDGE,  Mr.  J. 


Holding  op  Witness. 


S , ^enty-six  statute  acres  ; rent 
Strand  ;~-lu.atlon.  £2(?,103v  37251.— All  could  be 
37252-3.an 


! occasionally,  in  rotation  of  crops, 


Farmers  lost  greatly  through  lack  of  railway  to 
Cushendall  and  proper  harbour,  37254.— Small  farmer 
lost  more  in  proportion  than  large,  as  he  had  no 
market  for  produce,  37255—Flax  and  butter  had  to 
De  taken  to  Ballymena,  and  two  days  were  lost,  37256. 

1Iwo^SS  c“?aPer  than  taking  to  nearest  railway 
station,  37258  —If  railway  were  extended  buyers  would 
ome  and  make  market  for  butter  and  flax,  37259.- 
•EiXistmg  railway  was  of  no  service,  37260-2. 


O’NEILL,  Mr.  T.  J. 


the  lull,  about  seven  miles  in  length  37205 Tt  k„ri 

37208-LS^ 


■U  u a reiR-M  AKIN  G . 


Farmers  made  their  own  butter  in  kits,  as  there  was 
four  dairy:  37263.— Witness  kept 

churned  twice  a week  in 
price  was  8 d.  per  lb.,  some- 
!=,r-l,!I266TIf  could  he  sold  fresh  the  price 
butter  • 6-f3eneii.’i  k?*  'there  was  no  market  for  fresh 
- i>  J Lushleake-road  were  made  better  prices 
could  be  obtained  from  tourists,  37267-8. 


■ Roads. 

road°U37?fiflW0UA1?  C0Tne  to  Cushendall  if  there  were 
hot  ' At  present  many  went  to  Ballycastle, 

w?s  t ZS  fu  °n’.,?lso  t0  Portrush  ; but,  as  there 
w«Q  k .the,y  dld  not  c°me  on,  37270-1.— Scenery 

was  good,  but  place  was  inaccessible,  37272-5. 
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M-CAMBRIDGE,  Me.  J. — continued. 

Stock. 

Stock  should  sell  as  yearlings  if  properly  fed, 
37276-7. — Some  who  had  grazing  lands  kept  them  to 
sell  as  two-year-olds,  37279. — Yearlings  fetched  £3  10s., 
two-year-olds  £5  or  £6,  37280-1. — A two-year-old  was 
really  six  quarters,  not  two  years  old,  37282. — Grass 
feeding  was  more  depended  on  than  house  feeding, 
37284.— Calves  improved  greatly  on  grass,  so  it  was 
best  to  sell  them  at  six  quarters,  37285. — Prosperity 
of  small  holders  depended  on  price  of  yearlings  or 
eighteen  months  old  beasts ; if  market  for  these  was 
destroyed  small  holders  would  be  enormously  injured, 
37288-9. — They  were  now  bought  by  Ballymena  buyers 
at  Cushendall,  and  sold  again  to  graziers,  37290-1. — 
They  were  probably  not  sold  to  English  or  Scotch 
buyers  until  they  were  three  years  old,  37292. 


BLACK,  Mr.  DENIS — continued. 

holdings,  of  which  twenty-seven  were  less  than 
£5  and  thirty  less  than  £10,  37341. — Pro- 

portion of  land  fit  for  cultivation  was  small, 
only  225  acres  were  under  cultivation,  on  aver- 
age of  three  acres  per  holding,  seventy-nine  acres 
had  gone  out  of  cultivation  within  past  six  years, 
land  was  infertile,  only  fit  for  grazing  sheep,  37342. 
— Witness  knew  of  no  local  remedy  for  relief  of  conges- 
tion, there  were  only  two  large  farms  in  neighbour- 
hood, 37345-6. — Witness  only  wanted  to  bring  condi- 
tion of  people  before  Commission,  37349-51. 


Sheet. 

Sheep  died  in  numbers  in  winter  from  exposure, 
37343. — There  was  no  road  accommodation  for  fifteen 
families,  37344. 


DE  LURGY,  Mr.  HUGH. 

Need  for  Railways. 

It  was  difficult  to  let  houses  in  Cushendall  during 
summer  months,  owing  to  poor  travelling  facilities, 
37297. — Belfast  business-men  would  not  send  their 
families  there,  as  they  themselves  could  not  run  down 
to  spend  week-ends  with  them,  37298.— Wit- 

ness wished  to  support  evidence  in  favour  of 
line  from  Glenariff  to  Cushendall,  in  order  to  develop 
house-letting  and  building  there,  37298-300.— Sir 
Daniel  Dixon  had  done  something  to  develop  building 
during  last  few  years,  37301. 


M'NEILL,  Captain  JAMES. 


MURRAY,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Congestion. 

Witness  rented  seventy  acres  for  £5  4s.  6 d.,  at 
valuation  of  £10  5s.,  37354. — Glens  of  Antrim  was 
about  poorest  district  in  Ireland,  worse  than  Conne- 
mara and  West  Donegal,  37355-9. 


Road. 

Road  should  be  run  on  south-east  side  of  Glen 
where  there  was  no  road  at  all,  there  was  dangerous 
mountain  and  river  to  cross,  37360. — Length  would 
be  about  four  miles,  37362. — Necessity  for  road  had 
not  been  brought  before  District  Council,  37363. 


Holdings  of  Witness. 

Witness  had  thirty-six  acres  in  one  holding  and 
fifteen  acres  in  another;  rent  of  first  £17  18s.  of 
second  £8  13s.  ; valuations  £44  and  £15  10s.,  37303. 

Drainage. 


Drainage  of  Glenariff  River  was  very  important ; 
formerly  it  had  been  drained,  but  now  had  silted  up 
again,  as  no  arrangement  had  been  made  for  keeping 
it  clear,  37304-7. — It  should  be  cleared  again,  ana 
some  provision  made  for  keeping  it  clear,  37308-12— 
Ihirty-six  tenants  would  profit  by  it ; at  present  they 
lost  about  £300  a year,  as  arable  land  was  affected, 
0/013— Witness  grazed  his  own  land  and  kept  it  in 
nmadow,  37314— Cost  of  drain  would  be  about  £1,000, 
0/016— Side  drain  was  occasionally  cleared  out  by 
tenants,  but  river  was  too  much  for  them,  37319- 
Landlords  spent  £3,450  in  1852,  and  £400  in  1875; 
since  then  nothing  has  been  done,  37321— Matter  was 
Drought  before  Drainage  Commission,  37323,  37325. 


GRAHAM,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Drainage. 

Witne®  held  30  acres,  rent  £21,  valuation  £31  12s 
,?-~Inlury  was  caused  by  flooding  of  river,  Z 
37WRS  annual  1°SS  of  £38( 

0/327-8— £1,000  would  be  needed,  37329— Afte 
work  was  done  arrangement  should  be  made  for  keer 
Jj>  , c*ear>  37330-1. — Maintenance  rate  should  1 
struck,  or  small  amount  added  to  annuities,  37332-1 
unit  i vn'°liS  eighteen  years  ago,  37337— As  r< 
walks  37338  subse<luent  cutting  for  ™akin 


BLACK,  Mr.  DENIS. 


Congestion. 

£2R  ‘tof58  ^L54  ia<tres'  l'ent  was  £18  10s->  Y.aluatk 
Sn^S'Vl73f°irGlendun  electoral  division  co: 
twenty-three  townlands,  with  sixty-eigl 


Stock  on  Farm. 

Witness  kept  two  cows  and  a horse,  37364. — Cows 
did  not  calve  every  year,  37366. — Milk  was  all  con- 
sumed by  family,  37367. — Only  two  acres  were 
ploughed  out  of  seventy,  as  all  had  to  be  done  by 
spade  labour,  37369. — A few  cattle  were  taken,  some 
years  perhaps  twenty,  others  only  fifteen  or  twelve 
37370-2. — Cattle  could  not  live  on  this  land,  37373. — 
Eighteen  pence  per  head  was  paid  for  sheep,  37375. — 
All  the  com  witness  grew  went  to  feeding  horse  and 
was  not  sufficient,  37381. — Three  acres  more  ought  to 
be  cultivated,  but  it  would  not  pay  him  to  do  it, 
37382. — Calves  had  to  be  sold  at  all  ages,  as  witness 
needed  money,  37384-5 


M'KINLEY,  Mr.  DENIS. 

Need  for  Roads. 

District  was  very  pool’,  which  was  partly  caused 
by  want  of  road  accommodation,  as  an  illustration 
tenders  for  labourers’  cottages  had  been  £475  as 
against  £265  in  other  districts  owing  to  difficulty  of 
getting  material  to  district,  what  road  there  was  was 
in  very  dangerous  condition  and  unless  prompt  action 
was  taken  by  scheduling  district,  or  by  some  other 
remedy  there  would  be  no  population  left,  37386-7. — 
Road  should  begin  at  Cushendall  and  end  at  Ballv- 
voy,  37388. 


SPIERS,  Mr.  JAMES'. 

Fishing. 

Witness  fished  with  draft  nets  and  got  herrings 
in  December,  and  sometimes  flat  fish,  whiting,  37393- 
5-— -Boat  was  open  boat  that  took  four  hands,  37396. 
—Fishing  could  be  developed  if  there  were  accommoda- 
tion for  keeping  boats,  witness  had  lost  smack  of  ten 
tons  for  want  of  shelter,  37399-401.— All  fishing  was 
on  a very  small  scale,  37402. — 'Scotch  fishermen  did  not 

come  on  account  of  want  of  accommodation,  37403. 

Numbers  would  stay  at  home  if  fishing  industry  were 
developed,  37412. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


346 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


FINLAY,  Mn.  MAURICE. 


TREANOR,  Ms.  PATRICK — continued. 


Fishing  and  Harbour  Accommodation. 

Witness  fished  for  all  kinds  of  fish  in  all  seasons 
of  the  year  from  20-foot  open  boat,  lalrger  boat  could 
not  be  used  for -want  of  harbour  accommodation,  37413. 
— Herring  abounded  round  that  coast,  but  they  could 
not  be  properly  caught  as  small  boats  could  not  go  out 
far  enough.  37415-8. — Lobsters  were  plentiful,  37419. — 
Unless  harbour  accommodation  were  provided  fishing 
could  not  be  developed,  as  -no  one  would  buy  boats 
simply  to  have  them  smashed,  37420-2. — Fish  was  as 
plentiful  as  ever,  except  salmon,  which  was  not  pro- 
perly protected,  37424-6. — There  was  salmon  fishing 
on  Glendun  River,  37426. 


TREANOR,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Improvement  Schemes. 

Districts  round  Pomeroy  were  difficult  of  access 
and  people  had  little  or  no  capital  to  improve  hold- 
ings and  could  not  get  labour ; witness  suggested  that 
special  schemes  should  be  tried  in  poorer  districts 
37463. — Present  system  applicable  if  due  regard  was 
paid  to  needs  of  areas  smaller  than  a rural  dis- 
trict, 37463,  37466. — State  aid  might  be  given,  37468- 
70.— Money  advanced  at  low  rate  of  interest  to  poorer 
farmers,  37464,  37472. — Land  was  given  as  security 
37465. — Educational  system  of  self-help  established’ 
scheme  might  be  costly  but  considerable  improvement 
would  be  effected  in  small  area,  37467. — Emigration 
of  young  people  pi-evented  if  encouragement  were 
given  at  home,  37470,  37492. 

Spade  Labour. 


Nature  of  Land. 

Witness  was  well  acquainted  with  country  from 
Pomeroy  to  Broughderg,  and  Greencastle,  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Oarrickmore,  37433,  37439. — Quality  of 
land  was  uniformly  poor,  some  holdings  f airly  large, 
many  very  small;  occupiers  hampered  by  lack  of 
labour  and  capital,  37433,  37463. 

AGP.rCUr.TURA!  AND  TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  SCHEMES. 

Agricultural  and  technical  itinerant  instruction 
schemes  of  County  Committee  had  been  working  in 
district  with  beneficial  results,  37433.— Lectures  and 
personal  visits  of  instructors  had  encouraged'  im- 
provement, great  deal  of  useful  information  had 
been  given  to  farmers  about  seeds,  manures,  drainage, 

Mid  improved  methods  of  feeding  stock,  etc.,  37433. 

People  had  been  brought  into  touch  with  work  and 
resources  of  Department,  37433— Witness  specially 
referred  to  agricultural  and  'horticultural  work  and 
bee-keeping  work  was  in  a pioneer  stage  and  dis- 
tricts difficult  of  access,  37435-6— Experimental  plots 
served  as  a good  object  lesson  to  people  in  immediate 
vicinity,  37433. — Facilities  offered  to  small  farmers 
and  cottagers  tended  to  increase  interest  in  appear- 
ance of  their  homes,  37433— Cultivation  of  vegetables 
increasing,  37433.  s 

Poultry. 

Considerable  increase  and  improvement  in  poultrv 
industry  due  to  establishment  of  egg  stations  and  tur- 
key and  goose  stations,  etc.,  37433,  37436,  37438— Classes 
?£,  ^ruction  held  in  Pomeroy  on  fattening  poul- 
preparing  for  market  were  well  attendedPand 
u , , .in^.gr?afc  improvement,  37433-4— Sues  were 
brought  to  Cookstown  for  market,  37437— Mainv  small 
fanners  dependent  on  produce  of  fowls,  37437, J37440. 

Live  Stock  Schemes. 

..Sr)nr,Um  arKi  bote*  located  at  Pomeroy  Green 
Mr'  dW  “mId  >»  profit- 

Farmer  f“lnsrs  and  put  on  to  grass,  37447-8  — 

Ll  STOUtoo^!  J^|™elres  °1  adL  teheni! 
-Oottane™  SaH™  *?T  >»»«<;  37454-6! 
Ins  and  encouragement  to  pS 

Potato-Spraying. 

to  spray,  until ffiey%.w tlm^advariT  at  relucta31t 
country  side  was^Sw  ira^  fe.°f  * ^e  whole 
potafoes  but  tor  fte  spring  OTS?'®.’'0'11*1,  t®  M 


Many  holdings  were  too  hilly  to  be  worked  by  a 
horse,  37474. — In  a twenty-acre  holding  of  arable  land 
probably  only  half  oould  be  worked  by  spade,  37475-6 
37484— Young  men  who  msed  to  do  spade  labour  had 
emigrated,  37440,  37479,  37485— No  inducement  for 
them  at  home,  37481-3,  37489,  37491. — For  want  of 
labour  hilly  land  was  now  in  grass  and  of  very  poor 
quality,  37477— Wages  had  gone  up  during  last 
tilnrty  years,  and  no  farmers  could  now  afford  to 
pay  such  wages  as  would  induce  young  men  to  remain 
in  Ireland,  37480,  37486-90. 


M’CANF,  Rev.  THOMAS. 


Question  of  Improvement  in  Breed  of  Cattle  and 
Poultry. 

No  improvement  had  resulted  in  Kildress  district 
from  working  of  Agricultural  Department.  37499— 
Shorthorns  were  supplied  but  that  class  of  cattle  was 
unsuitable  for  mountainous  districts;  premium  bull 
died  after  being  about  a year  in  locality,  and  had 
not  been  replaced,  37500-10. — Department  had  sup- 
plied fowls  for  last  four  years  but  it  took  considerable 
time  to  effect  improvement,  and  so  far  none  was 
visible,  37499,  37511-5. — Fowls  usually  supplied  to- 
better-off  farmers,  37516-7. — No  -noticeable  improve- 
ment in  district  from  itinerant  instruction,  37518. 

Description  of  Kildress  District. 

District  of  Upper  Kildress  formed  a wild  belt  of 
country  between  Cookstown  and  Strabane,  part  of  it 
mtogaanon  Union,  37494-6,  37519-20— Total  area 
/,000  acres,  a great  part  of  the  land  was  mountainous 
and  unfit  for  cultivation,  37521— So  called  arable 
land  was  largely  reclaimed  bog,  and  with  exception 
ot  two  townlands  was  poor  and  unproductive,  37519. 

Grazing. 

Glrazing  land  was  rough,  with  soft  marshes 
between  halls,  winch  were  dangerous  for  cattle,  and 
the  mountains-  were  too  cold  in  winter,  considering 
^01*0  t^rS,umber  of  slleeP  kept  was  very  small, 
7521-2,  37622,  37626. — Notwithstanding  good  prioe 
,,  ®eP  Present  time  it  did  not  pay  to  keep 

■ m,  37527.  -Land  had  been  bought  as  a speculation 
or  grazing  sheep  but  had  changed  hands  several 
times;  no  one  could  make  it  pay,  37522-5. 

Valuation  of  Holdings. 

. Jrera  over  700  rated  properties  in  Kildress  dis- 

Per  were  £10  valuation  and  over,  74'6 
rton  jo /i  r-f10  va^-uat^on  “id  under,  average  valua- 
TOI!  valuation  per  acre  4 >s.  1 £d-, 

Kiileenan  electoral!  division  96  per  cent. 
h 4 S?1??  ™der  £10  valuation,  valuation  per 
of toS-  *•  ld-’  37529— In  Beaghmore  87  per  cent. 

Wffl  S.'S!  S-L  10  Tah'a,i<>"'  ’,aIua,”“  F* 

Condition  of  Land  and  People. 

ex£rBJ5T!.  TaU?  twelve  acres  in 

not  be  •?  Poor  diat  ba;re  necessaries  could 

farming  the  only  industry  in  dis- 
culti’va+«-l  - ’ NumI)ers  °f  farms  unoccupied  and  un- 
cultivated; young  people  emigrated,  and  farmer* 
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had  gone  to  England  and  Scotland,  but  remained 
nominally  tenants  if  they  padd  up  arrears  of  i-eut, 
37632-6,  37540. — In  some  cases  farms  were  abandoned, 
tenant  evicted  by  landlord  and  land  taken  over  by 
person  paying  up  arrears,  37539. — Or  farms  were  let 
for  grazing  for  a small  sum  to  a neighbouring  tenant, 
rent  then  often  remained  unpaid,  37543-4. — Applica- 
tions for  abandoned  falrms  sometimes  made  to  landlord 
by  neighbouring  tenants,  37545-8. — Two-thirds  of 
population  dependent  on  money  sent  by  relations 
from  America  and  elsewhere,  or  obliged  to  hire  out 
children,  37548. — Boys  employed  herding  in  summer 
months  at  ten  years  of  age;  boys  and  girls  hired  out 
from  fourteen  years  of  age,  37549-51. — People  were 
industrious  and  anxious  to  co-operate  in  any  scheme 
for  their  improvement;  under  present  conditions  if 
they  were  rent  free  two-thirds  of  people  could  not 
make  a decent  living  off  the  land,  37573. — Horses 
could  not  be  used  on  small  holdings,  many  farms  could 
not  be  worked  by  a horse,  37609. — Formation  of  a 
•Parish  Committee  had  been  suggested,  37627. 

Education. 

School  attendance  satisfactory,  children  attended 
school  up  to  fourteen  years  of  age;  37552-5.— ‘Com- 
pulsory Education  Act  had  been  in  force  about  two 
years  in  rural  district  of  Kildress  and  worked  well, 
37556-60. 

Potato  Crop. 

Potatoes  were  principal  food  of  people;  effects  of 
bad  season  were  disastrous,  37561? — Potatoes  were 
■sprayed  last  year  but  crop  was  very  bad  in  mountain 
distinct,  potatoes  unfit  for  human  use,  37562-7. 


Turbary. 

Turf  abundant  in  poor  districts,  37571-2.— In  many 
instances  bog  was  within  area  of  holding  but  on  some 
estates  tenants  were  not  allowed  to  cut  turf  for  sale, 
37570. — Farmers  frequently  carted  turf  nine  miles  to 
Cookstown  and  sold  it  for  2s.  6 d.  or  2s.  a load  in  order 
to  make  a little  money,  37567-9. 


Land  Purchase. 

Only  two  townlands  had  come  to  an  agreement  with 
landlord  to  buy  out  under  Ashbourne  Act,  and  these 
witness  thought  had  bought  too  dear,  37573,  37581.— 
Price  paid  was  24  years’  purchase  on  second  term 
rents,  plus  bonus,  37576-7. — Average  price  in  County 
Tyrone  under  former  Acts  was  17  years’  purchase, 
37578-9. 


Derelict  Farms. 

No  derelict  farms  on  these  townlands,  37582-5  — 
i£XWe?,e  “ostiy  situated  in  townland  of  Killeenan. 
o/ob/.— Considerable  ain-ears  of  rent  owing  on  derelici 
tar  ms,  37590. — But  poor  tenants  usually  managed  tc 
i.  j11'  rent;  th®y  received  money  from  their  sons 
woiT  E?ttled  permanently  in  England  or  Scotland, 
o 1591-3.  Negotiations  for  purchase  of  land  were  goinc 
on,  farmers  offered  22  and  22 £ years’  purchase  bul 
landlords  would  not  come  to  terms,  37588-9. 

Drainage. 

Congested  Districts  Board  could  do  a great  dea! 
or  small  farmers  by  giving  help  towards  draining 
land,  providing  suitable  manures  and  lime;  lime- 
stone,  years  ago,  was  supplied  free  by  landlord  and 
land  then  was  more  productive,  37594.— F;eld  drain- 
vf?nie3ulre<^  -ao^  a ^arge  scheme  of  arterial  drainage. 
37596-7,  37600-2. — Witness  did  not  advise  farmers 
to  undertake  responsibility  of  a loan  as  they  had  nc 
means  of  repaying,  37598. 


Industries. 

• might  start  a woollen  industry  or  facto: 

in  district  winch  witness  thought  would  be  self-su 
porting  m time,  37594,  37616-8.— Adjoining  distric 
Broughderg  and  Greencastle  were  good  for  she 
t^LW°UW  help  suPP]y  wool>  37623.— Excelle: 
P°T?  avf  \lable ! there  we-re  the  rivers  K: 
•dress  and.  Loughdeig,  37624-5. 


Railway. 

Construction  of  light  railway  between  Cookstown. 
and  -Strabane  suggested  to  open  up  hilly  district, 
37497,  37603-6.— Great  advantage  to  far  mere  as  they 
would  have  facilities  for  reaching  market  town  of 
Cookstown,  37608. — Proposed  termini  Cookstown,  and 
either  Donemana  or  Strabane,  37607. 

Enlargement  oe  Holdings. 

No  grass  lands  in  Kildress  district  available  for  en- 
largement of  holdings,  37610,  37620-1. — Witness  sug- 
gested improvement  in  holding  itself,  37610. — Condi- 
tion might  be  bettered,  37611. — But  considering  low 
valuation  it  would  be  difficult  with  greatest  improve- 
ment to  make  holdings  economic,  37612-4. — Unless 
people  had  some  industry  or  factory  to  supplement 
what  they  could  make  from  the  land,  37615. 


M’GEOWN,  Rev.  MICHAEL. 


Description  of  Land. 

Witness  recommended  scheduling  parish  of  Green- 
castle as  a congested  area,  37628-9. — Poverty  of  dis- 
trict shown  by  farmers  carting  turf  for  sale  to  Cooks- 
to™;  only  produce  of  land  they  had  for  sale,  37633. 

Whole  parish  much  exposed  to  storms ; mean  height 
700  feet  above  sea  level,  37600.— Land  rough  and 
mountainous,  wet  and  marshy  in  places,  drainage 
absolutely  necessary;  soil  unproductive  unless  well 
limed ; no  other  manure  so  suitable;  farmers  who 
kept  no  horse  had  great  difficulty  in  fetching  lime 
from  Cookstown,  37630. — Geological  formation  of 
Greencastle  probably  whinstone  with  a blue  sub-soil, 
37631-2. — Roads  very  hilly;  serious  obstacle  to  cul- 
tivation of  farms,  37633. — Land  had  been  largely  re- 
claimed from  rough  mountain  sides,  37635.— Unless 
kept  under  cultivation  it  returned  to  its  original 
ch  was  the  tendency  of  all  reclaimed  land, 


V ALU  ATION  C 


Government  valuation  was  about  2s.  per  acre  in- 
cludmg  valuation  of  houses ; holdings  small  and  not 
self-supporting,  37642.— Not  an  economic  farm  in 
whols  pan*,  37643.  Instance  of  map  in  BeagCoS 
distuct  with  holding  of  60  acres  unable  to  support 

&2  3 37676  LMh°Ut  -hil'ing  out  children, 

of  holdings  m parish ; only  49  were 

ot  &10  valuation  and  over,  and  few  of  these  were  self- 
supporting,  37643,  37677-89- — Six  holdings  w.reuSer 

uuaei,  o7677-8.— -108  holdings  were  not  over  20  acres 
m area,  and  about  14  holdings  were  not  over  10 
acres,  37677  — In  townland  of  Broughderg  10  per  cent 
“,,d  “b0’,t  15  P"  ""*■ in  thc 

Diet  and  Means  of  Livelihood. 

simple ; potatoes  and  oats  main 

livelihood  3764^?^  pB?^e  eraigrated  to  earn  a 
nnH  i 37643— Tlley  sent  liome  money  to  pay  rent 

and  help  support  younger  children,  who  were  often 
hired  out  at  eight  years  of  age,  37643.— People  were 
37643. tll°US  and  anxious  t0  advance  themselves, 

Creamery. 

started  by  witness  with  co-operation 
of  people  and  some  assistance  from  Irish  AgSfaiS 
Organisation  Society,  37643,  37675,-People  gave 
“ffJS  i“d  collected  stones  for  building  37M3 

oaSnS  376«  * XT  h‘rdj’  “d  “bI*  lo  Iive  »»  poor 
pasture,  37645.— Before  creamery  was  establish*,! 
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consumption  of  family,  37659-60. — Separated  millc 
used  for  feeding  calves,  37661. — Separated  milk  plus 
linseed  meal  equivalent  to  ordinary  milk  for  feeding 
calves  when  they  were  four  weeks  old;  witness  was 
not  of  opinion  that  system  of  creameries  caused  de- 
terioration in  cattle,  37662-9.— -Farmers  obliged  to  till 
to  provide  fodder  for  cattle  in  winter;  witness  had 
never  found  creameries  lowered  amount  of  tillage, 
37670-1.— Supply  of  milk  kept  up  during  winter, 
37672. — But  green  crops  for  winter  feeding  were  in- 
sufficient owing  to  poor  quality  of  soil;  only  10  to  15 
per  cent,  of  land  cultivated,  37673. 

Parish  Committees. 

Witness  was  chairman  of  Inisliowen  Parish  Com- 
mittee for  a few  months,  and  suggested  that  Commis- 
sion should  place  parish  of  Greencastle  under  Con- 

fested  Districts  Board ; a great  deal  might  be  done 
y Board  to  ameliorate  condition  of  people  through  a 
Parish  Committee,  37675. — Congested  Districts  Board 
and  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  the  only 
two  bodies  who  had  done  much  for  poor  of  Ireland, 
37676. 


Debt. 

Some  people  were  a good  deal  in  debt  to  shop- 
keepers, 37679. — Agricultural  Bank  had  been  estab- 
lished. and  people  were  improving  and  beginning  to 
make  cash  payments,  37680-1. 


MORRIS.  Mr.  SOLOMON. 


Condition  of  Houses. 

Dwellings  in  Greencastle  district  needed  improve- 
ments which  could  be  effected  with  little  expense; 
sues  required  draining,  windows  enlarging,  etc.  ; an 
some  cases  another  room  added,  37691.— Witness  had 
known  families  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  people  dwell- 
ing  in  two  rooms,  37693-5. — Calves  sometimes  brought 
into  houses  but  not  pigs,  37692,  37696-8.— Manure 
heaps  should  be  removed  further  from  dwellings  and 
cess-pools  drained  and  closed,  37699.— Witness  was 
not  aware  that  sanitary  officers  had  done  anything  in 
the  matter  in  this  district.  37700-4.— Sanitary  con- 
ditions  were  well  looked  after  in  towns ; if  Green- 
castle was  placed  under  Congested  Districts  Board 
?™P“ple  encouraged  they  would  remove  manure 
heaps  themselves  m order  to  get  a grant  from  Parish 
Committee,  37706-7.— Witness  also  suggested  houses 

& l?™‘‘h9d  ev"v  *”d  SR 

Inspection  of  Outhouses,  Dairies. 

in  onthouses  more  than  in 
■ £ 5 ,gr£at  ,norta  ity  among  animals  due  to  in- 

StT*?  and*  want  of  expert  £- 
SSSf!’  37709,  37716— Appointment  of  resident 
ysterinaij  surgeon  as  inspector  of  outhouses  and 

d™Xi5?SG"M'  ,'”!l08e  d"t7  ',ould  be  40  tafat  on 

bv*Con«  ?°£*”b?ted  Partly  by  locality  and  partlv 
tnppwLd  It  & 


Drainage. 

given  for  ™t'dJn8  23™f{"1"SiS‘““  sho,lld  1 
n»nw“beaSecSS  cSlplfi 

« S18»S;TXdfy  JS 
Sift'S  -*  *WEBrft 

AonroooTonA,.  IxsTnWT.ox--PM2B  ScHsm. 
effect,  frequently  lecturer  hnd'nn^l  lla1d,not 

tW”  ™'*8  "f  “peWS  SJS 
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tor  working  a farm  himself  would  be  a great  advan 
tage,  37739-46. — Prizes  given  for  reclamation  of 
mountain  land  would  stimulate  people,  but  grant  to 
cover  part  of  expenditure  would  be  better,  37731-3 


Irish  Agricultural  Society. 

People  were  much  indebted  to  Irish  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society  for  expert  assistance  in  erection 
of  creamery  ; Agricultural  Department  had  also  «« 
sisted,  37747. 


Parish  Uoimmittee. 

Witness  was  of  opinion  that  improvements  would 
be  carried  through  without  much  difficulty  if  Parish 
Committee  were  formed  in  connection  with  Congested 
Districts  Board,  37747.— People  of  Greencastle  were 
industrious  and  anxious  to  co-operate  in  any  scheme 
for  their  improvement,  37747.— Witness  hoped  some- 
thing would  be  done  for  these  peasants  to  keep  them  * 
at  home  and  prevent  emigration,  37747. 


Arrears. 

Large  amount  of  arrears  on  several  estates  which 
had  accumulated  since  the  early  eighties;  farmers 
found  it  difficult  to  get  bare  necessaries,  47747._ 
Land  in  Greencastle  mostly  held  by  tenants  under 
judicial  second  (term  rents,  37748-50. 


Farmers  sometimes  obliged  to  sell  stock  at  six  to 
eighteen  months;  when  possible  they  kept  them  till 
two  or  three  years  old ; great  difficulty  was  to  get  stuff 
for  winter  feeding,  37751-3,  37759-60.— Stock  usually 
sold  to  graziers  for  fattening,  sometimes  shipped  to 
England  and  Scotland,  37754-5— Farming  the  only 
industry  in  Greencastle,  37756-7— Coal  was  worked 
at  Ooahsland,  twelve  miles  away,  37758. 


STACK,  Rev.  T.  L.  F. 


Position  of  Drumquin. 


.urumquin  village  situated  in  pariah  of  Longfield,. 
County  Tyrone,  9 miles  west  of  Omagh,  10  miles 
south-west  of  Newtownstewart,  16  miles  north-east  of 
Lower  Lough  Erne,  37763. — One  electoral  division  in 
37™g|h  Union  and  another  in  Castlederg  Union, 


Minerals. 

District  contained  considerable  undeveloped  mineral 
wealtii ; limestone,  freestone,  and  seams  of  coal' 
tound  on  western  side ; indications  of  iron  and  mica ; 
garnets  found  in  mountain  stream,  37766— Surveys- 
Rad  been  made  for  construction  of  canal  from  Lough 
Erne  to  Drumquin,  37766-7. 


Acreage  and  Valuation. 

Rents  lower  than  valuation  ; average  rating  worked 
w valuai>iQn.made  by  Griffith’s  Commissioners 
* . ’ Commissioners  probably  influenced  by  tem- 

improvement  in  prices  of  agricultural  produce, 
'acreaSe  of  parish  32,446  acres;  valua- 
tion ib, 626;  average  valuation  4s.  Id.  per  acre; 
many  townlands  only  averaged  Is.  6 d.  to  2s.  6 d.  per 
had  an  acreage  of  881 
t\/t  6S  ’ j vabuation  £46  15s.;  average  Is.  per  acre; 
Meenadoan,  acreage  731  acres ; valuation  £36  5s. ; 

1SV,£?racre  > Gastlecraig,  acreage  543 'acres; 
Tull  *10n  12s'  ’ ■average  valuation.  9d.  per  acre; 

i,  L acwaaS0  747  acres ; valuation  £20  ; average 
v«WJ°n  6iLper  acre;  A1,y,  acreage  1,144  acres; 
37768*  £22 : aTerage  Nation  %d.  per  acre, 


1 Jf  p!871  T)l"umiluin  had  over  400  inhabitants ; a 
last  Census  number  was  reduced  to  250 ; Census  re 
2““  for  ‘"'hole  parish  showed  a loss  of  1,418  in  tw 
377QpPS’-nirng  ,a  clecline  of  26  per  cent.,  37768 
• Decline  due  to  decay  of  agriculture  and  wan 
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of  ■permanent  industries,  37769,  37776. — District  en- 
tirely .agricultural,  land  half  mountain  and  half  bog, 
incapable  of  supporting  people  dependent  on  it, 
37764,  37769. 

Debt. 

Opinion  that  only  20  per  cent,  of  the  people  were 
in  solvent  condition,  37769,  37792. — .Some  received 
money  from  friends  abroad ; women  had  to  earn 
money  by  sewing,  37769. — Credit  system  largely  used, 
37772. — Money  borrowed  on  bills  from  local  banks 
renewed  over  and  over  again  at  six  or  eight  per 
cent.,  37769-71. — Large  amount  still  owing  to  Drum- 
quin  Loan  Fund  Society,  37772. 

Causes  of  Decat  in  Agricultural  Industry. 

Trade  and  agricultural  industry  greatly  handi- 
capped in  Drumquin  for  want  of  transit  facilities  ; 
■nearest  railway  station  at  Omagh  nine  miles  away, 
377634. — Drumquin  crossing  nearest  point  railway 
touched,  37764. — Drumquin  was  of  considerable  im- 
portance in  last  century  ; situated  on  coach  route 
between  Londonderry  and  Enniskillen  ; markets  and 
fairs  were  prosperous  ; local  industries,  tanning  lea- 
ther and  small  woollen  mills ; since  advent  of  rail- 
way population  had  steadily  declined,  37764. — Rail- 
way rates  excessive ; witness  wished  to  emphasise  the 
fact  he  pointed  out  to  Viceregal  Commission — viz., 
rates  to  Omagh  were  four  times  rate  per  ton  to  ter- 
minal stations  like  Londonderry  and  Belfast ; price 
of  corn  worked'  out  44  times  per  ton  mile  greater 
from  Derry  to  Omagh  than  from  Derry  to  Dublin, 
37773-5. — Reduction  of  50  per  cent,  in  charges  of  rail- 
way companies  could  easily  be  made,  and  would  mean 
5s.  per  statute  acre  all  round  to  Irish  farmers, 
37794. — Witness  'Suggested  State  buying  out  share- 
holders and  railways  .being  worked  by  central  depart- 
ment ; if  that  was  too  expensive  Iveagh-Rirrie  scheme 
of  motor  communication  might  be  tried  as  in  Eng- 
land, 37795. — Free  trade  largely  responsible  for  de- 
cay of  .agriculture,  37800-4.— Also  the  enormous 
taxation  of  England,  37814-6,  37820-1.— Witness  did 
not  admit  that  system  of  landlordism  had  had  a pre- 
judicial effect,  37814,  37818-9. — Intemperate  habits 
of  people  .a  contributory  cause  to  decay,  37802. — 
Thirteen  millions  of  money  spent  annually  on  al- 
cohol ; indirect  loss  two  or  three  times  that  sum, 
37802. — Witness  was  not  sure  of  actual  amount  of 
liquor  consumed  in  Ireland,  .but  more  alcohol  was 
consumed  in  Denmark  than  in  United  Kingdom. 
37826. — Temperance  cause  had  improved  generally 
over  Ireland,  but  there  was  not  much  improvement 
in  Drumquin,  37822-5,  37827-8. 


Improvements  in  Agricultural  Industry 

SUGGESTED. 

Development  of  agricultural  linduishry  would  be 
means  of  rescuing  Ireland,  37778.— Thirty  years  ag. 

WaS  PTactically  bankrupt,  37778.— Now  i 
ranked  as  fourth  richest  country  per  head  of  popula 
tion  in  the  world,  37778-9. — Present  prosperity  dui 
t i j°Pment  of  agriculture ; climate  and  soil  o 
B J^r  cent'  ,better  th'an  ^ of  Denmark 
ot //a.— -Witness  suggested  starting  a model  Danis! 
tarm  in  Drumquin,  instruction  being  given  con 
in  ™PTOved  methods  of  agriculture,  37779 
’ 0//SW.— Farm  oould  be  purchased  economically 
and  would  produce  better  price  when  sold,  37779-80.- 
uamsh  farmers  were  'highly  trained  ; average  mar 
^as  able  to  support  his  family  in  comfort,  and  sav< 
i _ ,a  y631-,  37781. — Yield  of  milk  in  Denmark  hac 
“■pgeiy  increased  owing  to  magnificent  system  of  in 
37781. -Bad  cows  weeded  out ; proper  bull: 
breed  of  oattle  improved;  witness  suggestec 
®rnment  inspection  of  dairies  and  cow-sheds  or 
«mikr  lines  in  Mind,  37781,  37794— Prosperit. 
n m _Lln  • ^T6at  measuTe  due  to  its  system  o 
very  high  ; small  duties  or 
mtef^^IUred  ar,tLclfis • articles  of  fcod-sfcuffis  ad- 

Sltad,3~8357™a‘4'-P,0“i'>"  b,<“r  h 

Scheduling  Congested  Areas. 

Lomrfbu8  th'at  Pushes  of  East  and  Wesl 

undfr  irM^;  ®clleduled  “ congested,  and  pul 

r protection  of  Congested  Districts  Board,  37777, 


37786-7. — District  was  not  quite  so  badly  off  as  sche- 
duled .area  of  Kilgarven,  County  ..Kerry  ; standard  of 
living  had  improved  during  last  twenty  years,  but 
under  present  conditions  district  was  not  able  to  sup- 
port population,  37788-93. 

Improvements  Suggested. 

Re-afforestation  a great  advantage ; would  pro- 
vide employment,  improve  climate,  and  give  valu- 
able produce,  37796. — Efficient  control  of  rivers  should 
be  obtained,  and  lakes  held  up  to  prevent  disastrous 
floods,  which  did  enormous  amount  of  damage,  37796- 
8. — Holdings  under  £4  valuation  might  be  made  eco- 
nomic if  worked  on  Danish  system,  37805. — Help 
being  given,  to  people  to  form  co-operative  societies 
and  dailies,  37806. — Witness  was  owner  of  a creamery 
originally  started  as  a co-operative  auxiliary 
creamery  under  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  So- 
ciety ; difficulties  arose  with  regard  to  machinery ; 
law  suit  threatened,  so  witness  purchased  concern, 
and  it  was  now  converted  into  central  creamery,  with 
three  auxiliaries  of  its  own  ; present  turnover  about 
£12,000,  37807-13. 

Geological  Survey. 

An  attempt  should  be  made  to  ascertain  actual 
capabilities  of  district ; geological  survey  not  an 
accurate  guide;  witness  suggested  holes  being  sunk 
for  several  hundred  feet,  with  good  machinery ; 
twenty  years  ago  geological  survey  in  India  reported 
no  coal  was  to  be  found  ; .engineers  obtained  per- 
mission to  try  for  ooal,  and  six  million  tons  of  coal 
had  been  raised  within  last  few  years,  37794. 


DONNELLY,  Mr.  ALEXANDER. 

Transit  Facilities. 

Wished  to  draw  attention  to  proposed  railway  from 
Cookstown  to  Donemana,  37831. — As  a solicitor  wit- 
ness represented  districts  of  Kildress,  Greencastle, 
Rooskey,  Gortin,  and  Donemana,  one  continuous  dis- 
trict extending  to  borders  of  County  Derry  and  down 
to  Mountfield,  37831. — Very  exposed  locality,  rugged 
and  mountainous,  37831.— Transit  facilities  badly 
needed,  37831-2. — No  means  of  rapid  communi- 
cation; Great  Northern  Railway  skirted  ex- 
treme borders  of  district,  37831. — Farmers  had 
great  difficulty  in  bringing  produce  to  market 
owing  to  hilly  nature  of  country,  37831. — Sixteen 
miles  by  road  to  Omagh,  Strabane,  or  Cookstown, 
37831. — Difficult  also  to  obtain  lime,  which  was  essen- 
tial for  reclamation  of  land;  no  lime  in  central  dis- 
tricts ; farmers  had  to  fetch  it  from  Cookstown 
37832. 


Abandoned  Farms. 

Several  families  in  Gortin  district  could  not  make 
a living  on  farms ; people  emigrated  to  America  and 
left  holdings  in  hands  of  auctioneer  to  be  set  for 
grazing  on  eleven  months'  system ; money  nsed  to  pay 
rent  and  taxes ; in  some  cases  old  people  left  on  farms 
and  received  money  from  America  for  rent,  37832-7. 

Quality  of  Land. 

Land  of  extremely  coarse  quality,  difficult  to  work ; 
question  whether  improvement  in  land  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  repay  outlay  necessary  for  drainage,  etc.. 


M'ALEER,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Roads. 

Witness  recommended  construction  of  good  common 
roads  to  bogs ; farmers  unable  to  get  a sufficient  quan- 
tity of  turf  'in  wet  season ; much  discomfort  caused 
by  insufficient  supply  of  fuel,  37845.— County  rcaos 
also  in  bad  condition,  duty  of  County  Council  to  look 
after  them,  but  nothing  had  been  done ; money  offered 
for  repairs  not  sufficient  to  induce  contractor  to  under- 
take work,  37845. 
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M'ALEER,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 


MacFARLANE,  Mb.  JAMES— continued. 


Tree  Planting. 

Large  tracts  of  land  incapable  of  reclamation  which 
might  be  planted  with  suitable  trees  to  form  shelter 
belts;  hedges  planted  on  holdings,  etc.,  would  im- 
prove appearance  of  country,  and  eventually  become 
source  of  profit  to  owner;  land  was  much  exposed  to 
storms  in  winter  and  spring ; 800  feet  above  sea  level ; 
crops  suffered  for  want  of  shelter,  37845-51. 

Industries. 

Witness  suggested  introduction  of  up-to-date  hand- 
looms;  there  was  a large  quantity  of  wool  available, 
20,000  sheep  within  radius  of  6 or  8 miles,  37852, 
37854. — Homespuns  could  be  manufactured  ; ready 
sale  would  be  found,  as  influential  people  interested 
themselves  in  sale  of  such  goods,  37852,  37856-7. — 
Lace-making  could  he  introduced  and  would  provide 
employment  for  young  girls  now  obliged  to  emigrate ; 
properly  qualified  instructor  could  be  obtained  for 
small  amount;  great  benefit . conferred  on  Dromore, 
County  Tyrone,  by  introduction  of  lace-making. — 
Peat  moss  litter  industry  could  be  established  if 
country  had  proper  transit  facilities,  inexhaustible 
supply  of  bog,  37858. — Construction  of  railway 
through  district  would  be  of  untold  benefit  to  in- 
habitants; great  difficulty  in  procuring  lime  and 
other  necessary  commodities  under  present  conditions, 
37858. 


CONWAY,  Me.  PATRICK. 

Rundale  System. 

Rundale  system  applied  principally  to  M'Mahon 
estate ; five  or  six  townlands  and  about  oue  hundred 
tenants  effected  in  Greencastle  parish,  37861,  37865. 
Most  pernicious  system,  and  caused  much  litigation, 
37861. — Greater  portion  of  parish  was  striped  in 
1836  or  1837,  37863. — Portion  now  in  rundale  had 
never  been  re-striped,  37864. — People  were  tired  of 
rundale  system,  and  would  do  anything  to  get  rid  of 
it,  37862. — Compulsory  powers  necessary  to  effect  a 
re-arrangement  of  holdings,  37866-70a. 


as  it  was  in  the  centre,  37895. — Irish  flax  much  better 
than  Russian  flax,  which  was  very  coarse,  37896-7 
— Some  Irish  flax  was  as  good  as  the  Belgian  but 
it  did  not  fetch  as  good  a price,  37898-9.— Large 
quantity  could  not  be  got  together ; in  Belgium  tons 

of  the  one  quality  could  be  obtained,  37900. For  last 

two  years  they  had  been  getting  good  seed  in  Ireland 
which  was  beneficial,  37894. — Belgian  seed  wii 
brought  into  Belfast  and  sold,  37901. 


DORIS,  Me.  JOHN. 

Townlands  of  Limehill  and  Momore. 

Witness  appeared  for  portion  of  Cookstown  Union 
the  townlands  of  Limehill  and  Momore,  in  electoral 
division  of  Rock  and  Pomeroy ; farmers  hem 
situated  in  same  circumstances  as  those  in  Parish  of 
Kildress,  only  land  was  not  so  rocky  nor  so  much 
moorland  ; 700  or  800  feet  above  sea  level,  it  was 
exposed,  and  had  been  reclaimed ; people  all  very 
poor,  and  had  a great  struggle  .to  eke  out  an  exis- 
tence ; particulars  witness  wished  to.  point  out 
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Holding. 
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Limehill  . 
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Little  over  j 

1 17 
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Under 

7 13 

11  1 

Gortendar- 

228  3 12  , 

20 

109  8 

£6  10s. 
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MacFARLANE,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Transit  Facilities  foe  Cookstown. 

Want  of  transit  facilities  a great  drawback  to 
establishment  of  industries,  37875. — Hand  loom  in- 
dustry died  out  ten  years  ago;  creamery  had  been 
started,  but  was  hampered  in  distribution  of  produce ; 
good  water  power  which  had  been  used  for  grinding 
Indian  corn ; fine  wheels  now  idle  because  of  cost  of 
cartage;  cheaper  to  send  by  rail  from  Cookstown  to 
Belfast  than  to  cart  stuff  by  road  from  Doons  to 
Cookstown,  distance  of  five  miles,  37875-6.—' Witness 
a light  railway  to  open  up  district,  37877, 
37891.— Route  suggested  from  Cookstown  through 
Greencastle  and  Gortm  to  Donemana,  about  thirty 
miles,  37878-:9.— Railway  would  accommodate  three 
creameries,  Doons,  Greencastle,  and  Gortin;  turn- 
over  of  Doon’s  creamery  about  £5,000  a year.— Father 
M Geown  did  good  work  in  starting"  Greencastle 
creamery,  37891. — Railway  would  also  enable  people 
to  get  lime,  37877. 


Flax  Industry. 

Flax  industry  had  greatly  declined,  37880.— Fri 
trade  had  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  it ; Russia 
flax  was  brought  in  free;  there  should  be  a duty  < 
foreign,  flax  coming  in,  37881,  37885,  37891  — Th 
would  encourage  flax-growing  industry  in  Irelanc 
not  more  than  8s  a stone  on  an  average  paid  f. 

double  it  they  wilhed,  3788 
37836.—  The, - would  not  pay  Irish  farmers  a b 

f n 7 “UU,  gBt  R"aia»  * Che. 

rate,.  37887.— Russian  farmer  got  his  labour  for  litt 
or  nothing,  people  little  more  than  slaves,  37882-4- 
nfrin,  of-  yaTa  m Russia,  'wc‘Ilt  UP  ]ast  week  and  pri, 
of  .Russian  flax  came  down,  37888.— Price  dermndf 
,37880.— Belgium  was  producing  Pbetti 
class  of  flax  than  any  other  country,  37892-3 — G ret 
deal  depended  on  water  in  Belgium;  they  had  a rivl 
thirty  miles  long,  ih  was  not  so  good  at  both  en< 


Industries. 

Industries  should  be  started  in  the  country  to 
keep  the  people  at  home,  .and  districts  mentioned 
should  all  be  scheduled  as  congested  areas,  37909. — 
District  was  almost  .all  congested  ; 75  per  cent,  of 
holdings  in  Pomeroy  were  under  £10  valuation, 
37910-11. — There  were  a number  of  industries  in 
SU°k  35  neec‘lewo,rk  and  woollen  industry, 
which  had  made  /a  great  improvement ; similar  in- 
dustries should  be  started  in  this  district,  37912.— 
These  industries  did  not  afford  much  employment  ;for 
nien ; object  was  to  provide  employment  to  keep  men 
from  emigrating ; re-afforestation  would  improve  the 
country  and  soften  the  climate,  37913. 

New  Railway  Between  Cookstown  and  Strabane 
Would  Open  up  Industries. 

If  proposed  new  railway  from  Cookstown  to  Stra- 
bane were  made  it  would  open  up  other  industries; 
splendid  water  power  in  the  district,  there  was  the 
Broughderg  River  and  another  running  in  the  direcr 
tion  of  Cookstown,  and  if  this  railway  were  made 
it  was  hoped  that  industries  such  as  there  were  at 
Sion  Mills,  Bessbrook  and  Green  vale  would  be  estab- 
lished ; large  amount  of  peat  towards  Broughderg, 
nnd  with  railway  running  through  district  very  pro- 
bably a peat  industry  would  spring  up ; people 
would  be  able  to  cut  and  dry  their  turf  and  sent  it 
by  rail  to  Cookstown  or  elsewhere,  arid  get  lime  in 
return  to  improve  their  land ; more  opportunities  to 
find  labour,  both  for  men  and  women,  if  this  railway 
were  opened  up,  37913. 

Potato  Spraying. 

People  had  done  all  they  could  in  the 
way  of  potato  spraying ; they  were  very  quick  to 
take  up  any  new  method  likely  to  he  beneficial,  but, 
notwithstanding  spraying,  potato  crop  had  been  a 
Sr™  > potatoes  were  soapy  and  hardly  fit  for  use. 
0/913. — Spraying  had  been  done  in  dry  weather,  but 
m some  cases  it  was  nearly  impossible  to  do  it  in 
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DORIS;  Mb.  JOHN. — continued. 

drv  weather ; another  thing  against  it  was  the  frost 
or  mist  which  gathered  on  the  mountain;  spraying 
in  the  lowlands,  without  this  drawback,  had  more 
effect;  soil  was  deeper  and  better,  and  produced  a 
better  crop,  37914. 


The  Woollen  Industry  and  the  Peoposed  Railway. 

One  witness  had  spoken  of  the  great  number  of 
mountain  sheep  and  the  large  quantity  of  wool  which 
would  be  available  for  woollen  industry;  if  there 
were  a woollen  industry  in  the  district  people  could 
keep  the  wool  at  home  and  get  better  price  for  it,  in- 
stead of  exporting  it  to  England  and  Scotland  or 
selling  it  to  some  of  the  local  firms  ; new  railway 
would  bring  district  more  in  touch  with  Donegal,  and 
would  bring  sheep  along  in  direction  of  Belfast ; a 
friend  of  witness’s  (Mr.  Quinn)  was  the  pioneer  in 
opening  up  sheep  markets  of  Donegal ; he  made  mar- 
kets for-  them,  and  went  to  Donegal  and  bought  sheep 
in  hundreds,  and  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  hav- 
ing no  railway  he  brought  them  to  Newry,  Louth, 
and  Meath,  37914.— Donegal  had  railways  running 
through  it  and  connecting  at  Strabane  with  G.N.R., 
so  were  able  to  reach  Newry,  Louth,  and  Meath  ; if 
hew  railway  were  made  they  would  .be  brought  into 
better  touch  with  Belfast,  37915. 


Land  Purchase. 

These  poor  people  had  not  the  benefits  of  land  pur- 
chase ; while  landlords  of  good  land  were  selling, 
landlords  of  congested  districts  refused  to  sell,  except 
at  an  exorbitant  price,  37915,  37924-6. — Colonel 
Hutcheson  Poe  had  offered  to  sell  at  years’  pur- 
chase, and  would  take  no  less;  tenants,  through 
Canon  Quinn,  offered  22£  years’  purchase  on  second 
term  rents,  but  he  would  not  take  it ; in  witness’s 
opinion  17£  years’  purchase  was  quite  sufficient; 
Colonel  Lowry  had  asked  25  years’  purchase,  and 
tenants  had  offered  221 ; Hope’s  Estate,  bordering 
Colonel  Poe’s  was  sold  before  Land  Act  of  1903,  at 
17  years’  purchase  on  second  term  rents ; land  on 
this  estate  was  mountainous  and  congested,  and  much 
the  same  quality  as  on  Colonel  Poe’s  estate  ; nearly 
2,000  tenants  on  the  estate,  and  all  fairly  prosperous, 
notwithstanding  that  the  annuity  would  be  4 per 
cent.,  as  against  3£,  37916-7. — Ballinascreen  Estate, 
which  was  of  medium  land,  sold  at  19  years’  pur- 
chase on  first  term  rents,  and  there  was  no  game  re- 
servation, 37917. 

Remuneration  derived  from  Game  Reservation 
and  Letting  Shooting  to  Sportsmen. 

Tenants  now  -protected  game,  and  derived  a good 
income  from  letting  shooting  to  sportsmen,  37917. — 
Everyone  was  interested  in  watching  the  game,  37918. 
—Each  tenant  looked  after  game  on  his  own  land 
because  he  knew  he  would  derive  certain  income  by 
so  doing,  37919,  37922. — People  must  club  together  to 
let  shooting  and  divide  proceeds ; that  was  the  only 
way  of  managing  it,  37923. 


QUINN,  Mr.  FRANCIS. 

Want  of  Railway  Facilities  at  Ardboe. 

Railway  facilities  were  needed;  new  railway  was 
required  from  Cookstown  to  Ardboe,  a distance  of 
about  eight  miles,  but  if  run  on  to  the  old  Cross  of 
Ardboe  it  would  be  ten  miles,  37928-30.— Midland 
Railway  Company  of  England  had  admitted  this 
grievance,  and  it  would  be  well  if  district  were  listed 
under  Congested  Districts  Board,  so  that  some  assist- 
ance towards  the  scheme  would  come  from  them, 
37928,  37937. — Necessity  for  this  line  had  been  ad- 
mitted over  twenty  years  ago ; route  was  mapped  out. 
by  late  Sir  Charles  Lanyon,  and  money  for  work 
almost  voted,  but  there  was  a hitch;  it  was  thought 
that  there  might  be  water  communication  to  Cooks- 
town; grievance  still  unremedied';  it  had  been 
admitted  in  Belfast,  where  people  went  chiefly  for 
supplies,  37928.— Nothing  had  been  done  since  route 
had  been  mapped  out  twenty. years  ago;  railway  com- 
pany seemed  unwilling  to  put  down  money  and  make 


QUINN,  Mr.  FRANCIS— continued. 

this  piece  of  railway,  which  was  so  badly  needed, 
37952. — They  considered  the  line  necessary,  but  had 
not  made  it,  37933-4. — Company  would  be  willing  to 
do  something,  but  it  would  take  £50,000  to  make  a 
railway,  and  they  were  unwilling  to  spend  the  money, 
37935. 


HARBIN SON,  Mr.  W.  J. 

No  Meadowing  in  District  of  Cookstown. 

Great  drawback  to  people  in  Cookstown  was  that 
they  had  no  meadowing,  and  in  seasons  of  drought 
they  were  impoverished  trying  to  keep  their  cattle, 
having  no  fodder  for  winter  feeding,  37942,  37957. 

Agricultural  Department  not  giving  sufficient 

ATTENTION  TO  PEOPLE  OF  POORER  DISTRICTS. 

They  also  suffered  from  want  of  knowledge  in  the 
use  of  artificial  manures  and  fertilisers,  etc. ; Agri- 
cultural Board  had  not  given  attention  to  these  par- 
ticular places  and  instructing  the  people  in  use  of 
these  things;  painful  to  observe  their  want  of  know- 
ledge, 37942,  37975-7. — People  also  behind  in  knowledge 
of  cattle  breeding  and  rearing;  Agricultural  Board 
had  given  far  more  attention  to  breeding  of  high- 
class  pedigree  cattle  in  Tullyhogue  and  Stewartstown 
districts,  because  results  created  more  applause,  and 
had  more  money  to  show  than  in  the  case  of  the 
people  in  mountain  districts;  drainage  was  also  most 
defective;  in  Kildress  district  there  were  boulders 
and  large  stones;  apparatus  should  be  lent  out  by 
County  Council  under  County  Surveyor  at  net  cost  of 
explosives  so  as  to  have  these  blown  up,  37942. 

Land  Available  for  Purposes  of  Migration  and 
Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Father  M’Cann  had  said  there  were  no  lands  avail- 
able for  purpose  of  migration,  37943. — There  was 
plenty  of  land  available  in  witness’s  district;  Agri- 
cultural Board  had  bought  Loughroy  Manor  and 
Glebe  when  these  were  on  the  market  recently;  there 
were  143  acres,  and  Board  had  paid  at  rate  of 
£13  14s.  6 d.  an  acre;  it  was  purchased  for  purpose 
of  establishing  a dairy  farm,  but  as  they  could  get 
any  amount  of  land  elsewhere  suitable  for  dairy 
farms,  Agricultural  Board  should  have  transferred 
this  holding  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  who  could 
have  split  it  up  into  farms  of  twenty  acres  and  re- 
lieved congestion  in  Kildress  district  by  migrating 
tenants  to  these  new  farms,  37944,  37949-51,  37960. — 
Place  was  not  being  used  as  a dairy  farm;  nothing 
yet  completed,  37945. — Killymoon  Estate,  consisting 
of  600  acres,  was  offered  for  sale  a few  years  ago ; it 
would  be  a good  place  for  purpose  of  migration, 
37945-7,  37952.— The  Mountnays  held  it  in  fee,  37948. 
— Then  there  were  150  acres  at  Stewartstown,  37952. 


Question  of  Enlarging  Present  Uneconomic 
Holdings. 

Some  witnesses  had  said  that ' scarcely  any  im- 
provements in  the  conditions  of  agricultural  hold- 
ings would  enable  farmers  to  live  by  their  holdings ; 
witness  did  not  agree,  37958-9. — Land  abandoned  in 
Kildress  would  be  of  service  for  enlarging  neighbour- 
ing holdings;  holdings  were  not  capable  of  supporting 
young  people,  who  were  obliged  to  emigrate ; but  if 
two  or  three  were  turned  into  one  matters  would 
greatly  improve,  37964. — People  in  • Kildress  had  not 
enough  of  the  class  of  land  they  possessed;  a man 
with  an  ordinary  farm  of  fifteen  or  twenty  acres 
could  have  three  dairy  cows,  but  he  would  want  forage 
for  the  winter  and  would  have  to  go  to  market  and 
buy  it  at  an  outside  price;  there  were  seasons  when 
the  country  was  bankrupt  by  farmers  having  to  buy 
fodder  in  the  early  spring,  37965. — Enlargement  of 
these  holdings  in  Kildress  would  enable  holders  to 
have  more  hay,  fodder,  and  rough  grazing,  and  with 
development  of  the  creameries  farmers  required  to 
have  sufficient  forage  for  the  winter,  37966. — Twenty- 
four  acres  would  give  these  people  good  economic 
holding,  37967. — In  many  cases  they  worked  ten  and 
twelve  or  fourteen  acres,  whicli  was  not  sufficient  for 
a dairy  farm ; district  specially  suited  for  dairy 
farming ; one  of  the  best  in  Ulster,  37968. — If  one  of 
those  men  with  his  family  had  two  more  farms  added 
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to  his  so  as  to  make  holding  of  about  thirty  acres, 
he  could  work  it  well  without  assistance,  37969, 
37971-2. — Mostly  all  tillage  land,  37970. — These  grass 
lands  were  all  near  at  hand,  some  within  ten  minutes’ 
walk  of  Cookstown,  others  only  two  or  three  miles 
from  the  town  ; lands  like  Loughrey  Manor  and  Killv- 
moon  Park  if  portioned  out  among  the  farmers  would 
not  only  benefit  a district  by  relieving  congestion,  but 
would  bring  farming  population  beside  the  town, 

Employment  of  Children  of  Farmers  in  Linen 
Mills. 

There  were  two  or  three  big  manufacturers  of  linen 
fabrics,  and  children  of  farmers  could  find  employ- 
ment in  mills,  37961,  37963. — Splendid  linen  mills  in 
Cookstown ; Messrs.  Adair  were  the  finest  linen  manu- 
3796&rerS’  and  St00d  highest  in  the  trade  in  Ulster, 

Agricultural  Shows. 

Witness  subscribed  to  local  shows,  37954.— Small 
farmers  derived  no  benefit  from  the  shows  in  this 
district;  in  other  districts  Agricultural  Board  was 
catering  for  the  farmers  who  had  the  finer  class  of 
cattle;  they- should  also  help  small  farmers  in  poorer 
districts  and  give  as  much  attention  to  class  of  cattle 
that  would  suit  their  land  as  they  did  to  cattle  of 
rich  farmers  37955.-Sum  of  £150  had  been  spent 
in  substantial  grants  at  these  shows;  £70  was  given 
for  hor^-breeding ; small  farmer  under  £15  valua- 

nver  x£a  ™ diaB®?  wh^er  against  large  farmer 
over  £60  in  valuation,  37956— Witness  did  not  be- 
811031  • dis*ricts  ;as  Ki'dress,  where  so  much  con- 
gestion  existed  got  more  than  6 d.  in  the  £,  37957. 

had  SXJ?  nffeTnLVal,la,tion,  50  that  sma]1  men 
?ns.  all  to  themselves : Rev.  Dr  Oartpr 
established  these  shows,  and  witness  had  done  his 
best  to  encourage  them  and  get  people  in  poor  d 
ThfrJth0^  l1  ai}d  take  advantage  oF  them, *37973  — 
«on  »^  id  classes  foT  farmers  under  £10  valua- 
Uon  and  for  farmers  under  £4  valuation  as  there 
T ».*  ^ery  other  part  of  the  country,  37974  _ 
Local  Committee  gave  contribution  to  the ‘shows  and 
Jiould  see  that  such  classes  were  provided  ; S dl 

S,tle -hamucten  tHe  oi  sh°rthorn  breed  “of 

f?ney  had  been  made  since  Agricultural 

^T^or^SOO^nd^fiAO^had1^  BWsI  beCaU8e  cattle 
America ; ffi  t^atSio^a^aR 

day  in  the  week,  because  of  the  want 

these  people  with  regard  tr.  T*  of  *n°wledge  of 
clover,  37977,  g USe  °*  Srasses,  especially 


LEEPER,  Mr.  WILLIAM — continued. 

Parish  Committee  Suggested. 

Parish  Committee  would  be  more  in  the  nature  * 
the  work  that  witness  would  suggest.  °* 

Question  of  Industries. 

Witness  did  not  agree  with  evidence  that  had  h«> 
given  concerning  industries  and  establishment  of  in 
dustries ; sufficient  employees  could  not  be  found  f 
work  already  in  existence;  it  would  be  necessarv  £ 
start  new  industries,  37987-8,  37999-8000  i 

Scarcity  of  Labour  and  Railway  Rates. 

Scarcity  of  labour  and  railway  rates  one  great  draw 
back  to  the  extension  of  such  a mill  as  witness’*’ 
38005  -People  living  in  congested  areas  could  no£ 
be  induced  to  come  in  to  work;  they  preferred  £ 
go  to  America  or  England  or  Scotland,  37988  —Work 
was  chiefly  for  women  ; men  would  not  have  same 
inducement  to  come  in,  but  there  would  be  ample  work 
for  them  too,  37989-90.  1 K 

Effect  of  Migration  Scheme. 

If  migration  scheme  were  carried  out  which  would 
bring  some  of  the  people  down  to  the  grass  land  than 
near  there  would  be  no  improvement- 
with-  twenty  acres  of  land  no  one  would  be 
sent  out  to  work  on  neighbouring  farms,  37991 
—II  they  had  so  much  land  they  would  need 
all  the  help,  37992.— It  would  help  young  men  on  the 
farm,  but  women  would  not  work  in  a mill  from  a. 
farm  of  that  size,  37993-4. — Women  were'  recruited 
lro™  Cookstown  and  from  country  districts,  from 
sma]l  farmers  who  were  going  to  the  bad;  country 
districts  had  become  greatly  depleted  in  populatio7 
Pe°Ple  ,w®re  going  straight  to  America  and 

3799Rd \ m Very  dlfficult  t0  g^  workers, 
37998— No  probability  of  any  such  thing  as  a mill 
being  planted  down  in  district  like  Kildress,  where 
farms  were  insufficient;  two-thirds  of  production 
iS11?  ln  RB?!fa!fc’  on}y  one-third  in  Cookstown ; 
Ea*f  r0\  Bjlfast’  and  the  necessity  of  bringing 
chei’Jl0';  handicapped  industry  so  much  that  it  waf 
f&rifLPr0duCe  ? piece  of  cloth  in  Belfast,  al- 
though labour  was  cheaper  in  Cookstown,  38001-2— 
put,^t  ln  Kildress  there  would  be  cartage 
id  addition,  38002— People  came  to  the  mill  frX 
half  a mile  round,  38003-4. 

Market  eor  Produce. 

*U  ■oye'  'worl<J:  ®nsl*n<i  uJ 

"TT1  marl<«ts;  goods® bought  i» 
airpass'<i 


LEEPER,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 

Witness 'w  Sh°^I>  be  Scheduled  as  Congested. 

£4,200;  witness  f and  valuation  of 

scheduled  jo*88  “fT1  that  district  ought  to  be 
5 ^/^Lnntf  iSn^*^  apart  the 

sufficiently  from'nre^n?  8Cv6me  ’ ^ did  not  benefit 
would  require  more  aid  tbflT,  h8T’  f980'  37987— It 
were  to  be  kept  in  it,  37981.  ^ dlstricts  lf  People 

Agricultural  Shows. 

dependenfof  genSIl  ^unds™  1 ^ glVen  in" 

Jnct;  a scheme  was  formulated  ’b-^whicb  r ??°r  dls: 
this  area  competed  am  one  the™^  b Residents  of 
prizes  at  agricultural  shows gbut  tber  VGS  for  certain 
t.on  and  the  scheme  was  ab’andLed  37984-6°  COmpeti- 


CRAWFORD.  Mr.  WALTER  R. 

Agricultural  Schemes. 

>deSiai  to.“rr8ct  Mr.  Harbinaon’s  stete- 
Si  K-""/  e°lng  ,mm  *1,<’  ^giiaultural  Com- 
the  faet  iger  darmers  -at  tbe  shows ; such  was  not 
the  ilL’  °|aSSeS  T,erf  Provided  at  all  the  shows  in 
i smal]  farmers  under  certain  valuation, 
Smaller  fa^ney  Wa?  altogether  given  in  prizes  to 
Se  of  »^Uand  S,h0WJ  Committees  bore  all  ex- 
on R I t vumg  funds’  38010— Board  insisted 
district*  l/tk  Kl  drelS  al?d  what  are  called  the  poorer 
erant  whiVK  ™ county,  the  Committee  gave  a special 
tion  ' 3801 1 Th  offered  to  farmers  of  a certain  valua- 

wfs  competition  at  any  of. 

38021— Tt’l,^dLth  ,c-as,ses  were  abandoned,  38012, 

Strabane  38017^^  triied  0,ma?h’  Cookstown,  and 

38018-9,  38021.  * N°  daSS  f°r  holdln8s  so  low  as  £10>- 

thw^CTcent  ^of  was  .thev  case  that  fifty- 

under  * f in  „ i ° L tae  foldings  m his  district  were 
SSaf^^1011’  38017— All  money  of  Agri- 
valuation and  ,tte?  JTas  apportioned  according  to 
Countv  ?orn^dtteach  dlStrict>  as  far  as  possible,  and 
district  • ^ mone?  on  ^at  Basis  in  each 

tions  of  mares  and  ^ni0?>  ln  the  matter  of  nomina- 
aecordine  to  th(»nd  ?re™luIns  °f  bulls,  got  so  many, 
valuation  the  38022— The  higher  the 

the  union  the  , g^er  tbe  grant ; therefore,  the  richer 
union  Ihe  larger  the  benefits,  38023-4.-It  was  sot 
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tie  duty  of  the  richer  farmers  to  be  taxed  to  help 
the  people  in  congested  districts ; that  was  a matter 
altogether  for  the  Government ; any  aid  should  come 
from  Government  direct,  38025. — Poorer  district  did 
get  larger  amount  than  richer  county  in  proportion 
to  valuation,  because,  if  they  contributed  £1  of  rates, 
they  got  25s.  of  grant,  and  there  were  other  counties 
that  got  30s.,  38026,  38041. — Valuations  in  Cookstown 
were  lower,  but  people  were  better  off  than  in  parts 
of  Sligo  with  higher  valuation,  38029. 

Subsidy  from  the  Department  depended  upon  the 
county  contribution,  38030. — County  Committee  made 
an  arrangement  to  allocate  subsidy  in  proportion  to 
amount  of  rate  from  diSerent  districts,  38031. — 
Principle  followed  by  County  Committee  in  allocating 
various  schemes  was  that  the  poorer  districts  haa 
special  attention  paid  to  them  ; bulls  had  been  placed 
in  these  districts,  and  boars,  as  far  as  possible,  where 
they  could  get  them  taken  up,  38032,  38039. — Poor 
districts  should  receive  better  treatment  than  richer 
districts  of  that  rural  district,  and  they  did  so,  as 
far  as  County  Tyrone  County  Committee  were  con- 
cerned, 38033. — There  should  be  supplemental  schemes 
in  this  district,  as  there  were  in  various  districts  in 
West  of  Ireland  ; but  Government  or  the  Department 
should  do  it,  not  the  other  ratepayers  in  the  same 
county,  38034. 

Fresh  start  might  be  worth  a trial,  to  have  a 
category  of  prizes  for  the  numerous  classes  of  low 
valuation,  under  £6  or  £5  ; but  competition  would 
not  be  obtained  ; what  people  wanted  was  education, 
38035. — Prizes  for  drainage  might  be  carried  out, 
38037.— Bail  given  as  far  as  possible  to  each  union  for 
money  raised  in  the  union  for  agricultural  purposes, 
38038. — Money  raised  in  richer  districts  was  allocated 
for  those  districts  ; it  all  went  into  one  fund,  38040— 
Reason  poorer  districts  did  not  avail  themselves  of 
the  superior  bulls  was  that  the  Agricultural  Com- 
mittee insisted  on  their  purchase  at  one  of  these 
shows,  and  the  payment  of  £40  before  they  could  get 
a premium,  and  people  were  unable  to  invest  £40  in 
a bull,  38042-3. 


CLARKE,  Mr.  PETER. 

Area,  Population,  Valuation. 

Witness  represented  Strabane  No.  1 Rural  District 
Council;  he  resided  at  Plumbridge,  38044-5.—  Stra- 
bane  No.  1 Rural  District  consisted  of  twenty 
electoral  divisions;  the  total  area  was  136,992  acres 
0 roods  39  perches  ; population  in  1901  was  25,396 ; 
otto/*  •5L0n’  f69>27°  9s-  ; population  in  1891  was 
.»5"  > witness  had  been  instructed  to  deal  only 
PI  nTer7  po£r,  divisi°ns  ; he  selected  seven— Lislea, 
plumbridge  Glenroan,  Glenchiel,  Mount  Hamilton, 
htranagalwilly,  and  Loughash,  38049. 


them  to  carry  out  the  work,  38057. — There  were  no 
evidences  that  this  district  had  formerly  been 
drained,  38058-9. — Arterial  drainage  should  be 
opened  by  public  authority  ; the  expense  was  too 
great  for  the  local  bodies ; in  this  division  many 
tenants  had  to  get  loans  from  loan  fund,  38062-3. 

Size  op  Holdings  in  Ballyna  solis  and 
Crocknaclady. 

W itness  did  not  know  size  of  Lislea  holdings  under 
£10  valuation,  but  in  Ballynasolis  an  area  of  925 
acres  had  a population  of  seventy-one,  representing 
about  twenty  families ; here  there  would  be  about 
twelve  acres  per  person,  38064-7.  Orocknadlady,  in 
Lislea,  contained  374  acres  1 rood  2 perches ; popula- 
tion fifty-six,  making  about  six  acres  per  person  ; 
valuation  was  £40,  38068. 

Plumbridge  Division. 

Plumbridge  was  also  mountainous  ; much  land  had 
been  reclaimed  from  cutaway  bog-land ; holdings 
were  small  and  rundaJe,  and  therefore  troublesome  to 
manage ; buildings  could  not  be  placed  suitably  ; 
the  children  were  needed  to  herd  the  small  plots,  so 
that  compulsory  education  was  a great  hardship  ; 
Plumbridge  contained  5,591  acres  2 roods  21  perches ; 
population,  872 ; valuation,  £1,674  2s.,  38070-2. — 
The  high  valuation  was  due  to  Plumbridge  village, 
where  there  were  fifteen  shopkeepers  and  eleven  pub- 
licans, whose  houses  were  valued  high,  and  also  to 
two  parochial  houses  and  a manse,  38073-6. — Other- 
wise the  division  was  extremely  poor ; most  of  the 
people  borrowed  from  the  loan  fund;  an  auctioneer 
in  the  town  had  £3,991  19s.  9 d.  out  in  bills  and 
£1,445  16s.  Id.  in  mortgages,  and  charged  a high 
rate  of  interest,  38076-82. — In  reckoning  the  average 
valuation  it  would  be  well  to  exclude  the  valuation 
of  houses  in  the  town,  to  reduce  the  average  valua- 
tion of  the  division,  38076. 

Glenroan  Division. 

Glenroan  electoral  division,  in  the  same  parish  as- 
Plumbridge,  was  cold  and  mountainous  ; there  might 
be  a.  few  fertile  holms  along  the  water ; area  waa- 
5,033  acres  2 roods  19  perches ; population,  575 ; 
valuation,  £987  15s.,  or  about  £1  12s.  per  head  ; 
roads  were  very  hilly  ; of  two  main  roads  on  either 
side  the  river,  one  led  from  Strabane  to  Drapers- 
town,  Magherafelt,  and  Belfast;  this  road  havings 
opened  up  the  place,  the  other  sprang  up  ; generally 
speaking  roads  were  stop-ended  and  fourth-class ; 
:n  this  division  the  best  roads  were  second-class,  the 
rest  third  -and  fourth  dass ; in  one  townland  the 
area  was  929  acres  1 rood  23  perches ; population, 
112 ; valuation,  £85  2s.  ; in  another  townland  areal 
was  2,152  .acres  0 roods  31  perches  ; population,  237 ; 
valuation,  £66  8s.,  38082. — The  only  industry  in 
Glenroan  Division  was  sewing  underclothing,  38083-4. 


Lislea  Division. 

Lislea  Division  lay  westward  from  Gortin,  between 
Aewtownstewart  and  the  border,  3853-4— It  was 
jaigely  mountainous  ; 45  per  cent,  of  the  land  had 
oeen  reclaimed  by  tenants,  remainder  was  heather 
and  grazing ; area  of  Lislea  was  6,807  acres  0 roods 
i8  perches ; population,  798  ; valuation,  £1,154  16s., 
2;  _74-  , K®r  head  > *is  was  t]le  valuation  when 

xne  Act  of  1891  was  passed,  and  the  division  could 
therefore  be  scheduled,  38049-51,  38068. 

Industries. 

Most  of  the  soil  was  not  very  productive,  and  as 
“consequence  farmers  saved  turf  in  summer  and  dis- 
P<*«d  of  it  an  Strabane  and  Newtownstewart ; much 
the  road  was  hilly  and  unprotected  by  hedges, 
making  transport  of  turf  difficult,  38052,  38054  — 
^ng  underclothing  was  Lislea’s  only  industry. 


Necessity  tor  Arterial  Drainage. 

<i'ail“se  needed  ; il  it  „„ 

supplied  some  tenants  would  be  willing  to  do  the  fielc 
u ?th6,rs  wou]d  too  poor,  38054-6,  38060-1 
riut  a loan  on  reasonable  terms  might  induct 


Glenchiel  Division. 

Glenchiel  electoral  division  was  mountainous,  with- 
poor  soil;  area,  8,159  acres  1 rood  2 perches;  popu- 
lation, 774  ; valuation,  £1,126  17s.,  or  £1  9,?.  per- 
head,  38084. — Glenchiel  lay  north-east  of  Gortin,  to- 
wards Rraperstown,  38086-7. 

Markets  toe  Glenroan  and  Glenchiel- 
Markets  for  produce  of  Glenroan  and  Glenchiel 
were  Cookstown,  Omagh  and  Strabane;  two  days 
were  needed  for  going  to  and  from  Strabane;  the 
roads  did  not  admit  of  improvement  by  D;  strict 
Council,  38085. 


Mount  Hamilton  Division. 

Mount  Hamilton,  one  of  the  most  mountainous- 
divisions  m the  county,  contained  the  Sperrin  Moun- 
tains ; snow  lay  there  nearly  all  winter;  land  was- 
poor;  potatoes  had  only  lately  been  planted;  divi- 
sion contained  12,618  acres  0 roods  33  perches ; popu- 
lation was  420,  valuation  £725  10s.,  nearly  all  the 
holdings  being  under  £10  valuation,  38087-8 


■Strana galw illy  Division. 
Stran-agalwilly  division,  in  Donagheady  Parish 
was  largely  mountainous,  -and  the  soil  poor,  but  bocs 
were  abundant;  the  division  contained  10.525  acres 
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1 rood  11  perches  ; population,  803 ; valuation,  £935 
7s.  ; 176  occupiers  were  under  £4  valuation,  and  570 
more  were  under  £10 ; few  were  beyond  £10,  38088- 
90. — The  peat  industry  could  be  set  up  in  Stranagal- 
willy,  38091. 


Limestone  Abundant. 

Limestone  quarries  were  abundant,  Cookstown  being 
the  only  other  limestone  quarry  in  the  district  within 
thirty-four  miles ; if  these  quarries  were  opened  up, 
and  a light  railway  constructed  between  them  and 
Cookstown,  the  demand  for  lime  would  be  enormous ; 
it  was  used  for  top-dressing,  38088,  38091-5. — An  ar- 
terial drain  was  needed  in  this  division,  and  meadows 
could  be  reclaimed  from  the  bog ; the  lime  would  be 
no  use  unless  the  land  were  first  drained,  38091, 
38096. — Witness  paid  11s.  6 d.  per  ton  for  lime, 
38097. — Two  sizes  of  barrels  were  used  for  lime,  the 
larger  cost  Is.  6 cl.  in  Cookstown,  38098-9.  —Daily 
papers  had  reported  suggestions  for  railways  from 
Donemana  to  Cookstown,  from  C&stledeng  to  Pettigo, 
and  a connection  between  Dungiven  and  Drapers- 
town,  38104. 


Lougiiash  Division. 

Loughash  was  a very  poor  district,  abounding  in 
limestone;  area,  6,928  acres  1 rood  9 perches;  valua- 
tion, £1,202  15s. ; population,  883,  38104. 


Decline  in  Population  of  District. 

. Decline  in  population  from  1881-1901  was:  for 
Loughash,  from  1,107  to  883 ; Stranagalwilly,  from 
979  to  803 ; Mount  Hamilton,  from  639  to  420 ; 
Glenchiel,  from  1,004  to  774 ; Glenroan,  from  735 
to  575  ; Plumbridge,  from  1,192  to  872  ; Lislea,  from 
■1,130  to  798,  38082,  38104. — There  were  industries  in 
Sion  Mills ; in  Attaolady  and  East  Umey  divisions 
Messrs.  Herdman  employed  1,200  hands,  at  wages 
from  8s.  6 d.  to  £2  per  week ; in  these  divisions  the 
people  had  remained,  and  population  had  increased, 
38104-10. — Some  of  the  workers  came  daily  from 
Strabane,  38111. — Men  <as  well  as  women  were  em- 
ployed, 38119. — The  institution  of  similar  mills,  or 
of  home  industries,  in  witness’s  neighbourhood  would 
stop  emigration,  38111-7. — Migratory  labourers  from 
these  districts  went  to  Great  Britain,  38118. 


No  Benefit  Derived  bt  Small  Farmer^  from 
Technical  Instruction. 

In  Strabane  Rural  District  No.  1 no  benefit  was 
•derived  from  the  penny  rate  for  technioal  instruction, 
38122-6. — Itinerant  and  poultry  instructors  gave 
courses  of  four  lectures ; there  were  experimental 
or  demonstration  plots ; a pedigree  bull  recently  in- 
troduced died,  38126.— It  was  too  late  in  the  day  to 
tram  adult  fanners,  hut  demonstration  plots  would 
be  of  use,  38127-31. — The  expenditure  on  farming  in- 
struction chiefly  benefited  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cookstown,  Tullyhog,  Coagh,  and  Dungannon,  38132. 
—I  he  large  farmers,  who  had  greater  influence,  were 
the  chief  gainers,  not  the  small  farmers,  whose  needs 
were  greater,  38137-8. 


RAFFERTY,  Mu.  MICHAEL. 

Sin  Hugh  H.  Stewart’s  Estate— Poverty  of 
tenants. — Harsh  Management  by  Agent. 
TiJi0JalUa!i-n  °£ff0"r  electoral  divisions  in’  Ca' 
am  ° P2?i°.n  of  Omagh  Rural  District  was 

Athenry,  £3,223;  Carrickmore,  £1,590;  Creggai 
1 ALf°"gh”ry.  £1.102;  population  of  Athfn 
1,185,  of  Camckmore  1,092,  of  Creggan  662  nfS 
macrory  849;  most  of  ’ Athenry^fofsmall  vah 

ggfcSTSJZtt  4.-5 

a judicial  rent  Bred  on  ids  Kn”  &h*; 


RAFFERTY,  Mr.  MICHAEL — continued. 

at  once  served  with  a civil  bill  process  for  any  rent 
due;  tenants  in  arrears  were  evicted,  and  they  or 
their  relatives  reinstated  at  a raised  rent,  and  'so 
constituted  future  tenants  and  unable  afterwards  to 
benefit  by  Land  Acts;  where  a tenant  divided  land 
amongst  his  family  the  agent  would  consent,  but 
raised  the  rent  on  the  portions,  38141,  38143. 

Sub-Division. 

There  was  not  much  of  sub-division  amongst  ten- 
ants, and  generally  only  amongst  members  of  a 
family;  in  some  cases  of  selling  the  purchaser  paid 
a higher  rent,  38142-3,  38146-7. 

Rents. 

In  spite  of  Land  Courts,  the  landlord’s  income  in 
this  neighbourhood  had  never  decreased,  because 
though  in  some  cases  a fair  reduction  of  rents  had 
been  obtained,  in  others  they  had  been  allowed  to 
stand  or  had  risen;  since  Gresham  Insurance  Com- 
pany took  over  Sir  H.  H.  Stewart’s  Estate  rents  of 
town  tenants  in  Carrickmore  had  been  doubled,  and 
in  some  cases  increased  almost  five-fold;  terms  of 
sale  at  eighteen  years’  purchase  on  first  term  rents 
had  at  one  time  been  offered  to  tenants,  but  since 
1903  the  terms  were  twenty-seven  years’  purchase  on 
second  term  rents,  38147-8,  38153-7. 

Industries. 

Peat  Moss  Litter  Company  at  Carrickmore  em- 
ployed a few  persons  on  the  only  industry  in  this 
neighbourhood;  increase  of  the  industry  would  be 
useful;  Creggan  had  more  peat  than  Carrickmore, 
38147,  38164. — A whinstone  quarry  would  have  been 
opened  up  by  County  Council  of  Tyrone,  who  wished 
to  obtain  from  it  supplies  of  road  metal,  but  drew 
back,  as  the  landlord  demanded  £100  per  acre  for 
drawing  stone,  38147,  38151.— This  quarry  and  a 
limestone  quarry  in  the  district  would  give  employ- 
ment to  many  who  would  prefer  work  at  home  to 
•emigration,  38158-9.— A road  was  greatly  needed 
through  the  division  of  Creggan,  38147,  38164. 

Valuation  per  Head. 

_ Poor  law  valuation  in  Carrickmore  Electoral  Divi- 
sion was  £1  7s.  6 d.  per  head ; only  51  holdings  were 
■over  £10  valuation,  317  between  £10  and  £4,  and 
606  under  £4 ; in  Creggan  division  valuation  per  head 
was  £1  Is.  5 d.,  Loughmacrory  £1  5s.  10d.,  Athenry 
£2  14s.  5 d. ; a few  large  holdings  were  the  cause  of 
Athenry’ s higher  average,  38149-50. 

Vacant  Farms. 

Land  in  Carrickmore  was  chiefly  under  cultivation, 
except  the  mountainous  part,  38161.— There  was 
little  grass  land,  38160. — Five  or  six  vacant  farms 
wore  in  the  landlords’  hands;  this  fact  concerned  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  38161-2. 


M'CONALOGUE,  Rev.  JOHN. 

North  Tyrone — Climate,  Soil,  etc. 

Witness  was  parish  priest  of  Termonamongan,  and 
came  from  Casllederg  Poor  Law  Division;  his  evi- 
dence  dealt  with  the  whole  mountain  district  from 
the  Donegal  border  to  County  Derry;  the  northern 
part  of  Tyrone  had  no  road;  agriculture  was  the 
mam  industry,  but  the  soil  was  poor;  it  was  not 
ntted  for  laying  out  grass  land ; only  in  an  excep- 
tional year  would  the  climate  allow  the  crops  to  be 
got  m. m seasonable  time;  even  towards  the  end  of 
■lay,  m 1907,  potatoes  were  being  planted;  crops, 
consequently,  did  not  mature,  and  labour  was  lost 
ougn  the  people  were  industrious  and  attached  to 
the  soil. 


Transit  and  Drainage. 

Termonamongan  parish  was  illustrative  of  the  dis- 
and,  comprised  45,398  acres;  valuation  was 
and  population  4,252;  Lewis’s  Topographical 
Dictionary  of  Ireland  gave  the  population  in  1837  at 
, 00,  had  this  number  been  maintained,  Termona- 
mongan  would  certainly  be  scheduled  congested;  same 
book  stated  that  a quarter  of  the  soil  was  under 
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M'CONALOGUE,  Rev.  JOHN — continued. 


MOORE,  Mr.  J. — continued. 


cultivation  in  1837;  some  land  had  since  been  re- 
claimed, but  more  had  apparently  gone  out  of  cul- 
tivation; the  land  could  not  support  the  people,  yet 
they  were  too  few  to  cultivate  it;  they  were  handi- 
capped by  poverty  of  the  soil,  by  the  climate,  by 
remoteness  of  transit  facilities,  by  the  absence  of  a 
suitable  industry;  three-fourths  of  the  occupiers  were 
hopelessly  in  debt;  Longfield  parish  was  in  a similar 
condition;  the  two  parishes,  comprising  79,015  acres, 
had  no  railway,  though  they  paid  a guarantee  to 
Castlederg  Tramway  ; the  whole  district  of  200,000 
acres  was  without  railway  facilities,  except  where  the 
Great  Northern  cut  it  between  Strabane  and  Omagh, 
38167,  38197. — A scheme  to  improve  transit  facili 
ties  in  Termonamongan  had  been  discussed  without 
result,  38194-6. — Under  Congested  Districts  Board  the 
occupiers’  position  might  be  improved,  38198. — Sur- 
face drainage  was  needed,  38206. — The  parish  needed 
much  spade  labour,  but  the  population  was  too  small 
to  give  it,  38206. — Housing  was  fairly  good ; the  in- 
troduction of  Parish  Committee  scheme,  which  worked 
well  elsewhere,  was  desirable,  38207. — County  scheme 
had  not  greatly  benefited  this  district,  and  in  general 
gave  less  benefit  to  the  poorer  districts,  which  required 
more  intensive  treatment  than  to  the  richer,  38208-9. 

Agricultural  Teaching. 

Horticulture  and  agriculture  might  be  taught  in 
National  schools  by  teachers  trained  in  practical  and 
theoretical  knowledge;  this  would  not  entrench  too 
much  on  ordinary  schoolwork;  the  instruction  might 
afterwards  be  continued  by  a farm  instructor, 
38199-205. 


Many  districts  besides  those  scheduled  f 
needed  aid  from  Congested  Districts  Board ; witness’s 
suggestion  for  definition  of  a congested  district  would 
take  the  land  alone,  omitting  buildings  as  causes  of 
expense  rather  than  profit,  and  would  substitute  the 
townland  for  the  electoral  division  as  the  unit  for 
scheduling,  38167-70,  38171-3. — Definition  suggested 
was : any  area  though  less  than  an  electoral 

division,  and  not  less  than  a townland,  where  the 
total  rateable  value  of  the  land  when  divided  by  the 
number  of  the  population,  gives  a sum  of  less  than 
£1  10s.  for  each  individual,  or  where  the  total  rate- 
able value  of.  the  land,  if  divided  by  total  acreage  of 
said  area,  gives  a sum  of  less  than  6s.  per  acre, 
may  be  declared  congested  and  be  scheduled  as  such, 
notwithstanding  any  limitation  as  to  time  of  schedul- 
ing, as  laid  down  in  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act, 
1891,  sec.  36  (2),  38170,  38174-5. — The  average  of  a 
townland  of  poor  quality  in  Termonamongan  would 
be  6s.  an  acre,  38173. — If  the  existence  of  a large 
mountain  tract  resulted  in  the  scheduling  of  a town- 
Und  containing  good  holdings  in  would  not  matter, 
such  scheduled  townlands  would  not  contain  many 
strong  farmers,  and  the  presence  of  a few  was  always 
a good  thing,  38176,  38191. — Where  valuation  was  7s. 
an  acre,  people  could  just  manage,  to  exist,  38177-81. 
—Where  the  whole  valuation  of  a parish  fell  within 
witness  s definition,  the  parish  should  be  scheduled, 
L18ij~LPresent  definition  of  a congested  district 
xoioo  e be  retained,  with  witness’s  definition  added, 
OB182-6. — Witness  had  worked  out  his  6s.  an  acre 
aenmtion;  it  would  apply  to  the  district  under  dis- 
cussion, 38187-90. — Assuming  the  average  value  of 
land  in  County  Tyrone  was  9s. , that  was  a reason 
why  what  fell  below  9s.  should  be  scheduled,  38193. 


MOORE,  Mr.  J. 

Condition  op  Donagheadt,  Lottghash,  and  Stran. 
galwilly  Parishes. 

eW«t=rSj*e— eSente<J  Honagheady  parish  and  tv 
® rdlT,S10"s'  Loughash  and  Stranagalwill 
tW  i , m these  districts  could  not  suppo 
no  and  families  and  pay  the  rent;  there  w 

ij  - ,,  j and  they  had  to  emigrate  or  go  i 

SSSf*  38219-If-a  railway  were  made?  ii 

fmm  Dn,C0U  r be  started ; the  line  should  be  carric 
rah  neSana  Cookstown.  along  a-  valley  whic 
n from  Donegal  to  Plumbridge,  38211-2,  38221.- 


A deposit  of  limestone  stretched  six  miles  to  village 
of  Donemana,  near  Plumbridge;  there  were  deposits 
of  brick-clay  and  peat  waiting  to  be  worked,  38211. — 
Lead  and  silver  also  might  probably  be  found  in  both 
electoral  divisions ; witness  showed  a specimen  of  lead 
ore  and  one  of  what  he  thought  was  silver  ore, 
38214-6.- — Witness  had  taken  these  from  rocks  in  the 
district;  the  mines  had  never  been  opened,  38217-9.— 
Planting  trees  would  improve  the  climate  and  give 
employment;  much  water-power  was  going  to  waste; 
factories  for  woollen  and  carpet  weaving,  and  perhaps 
a bleaching  green,  might  be  started,  38219. — There 
was  a hardy  class  of  sheep  in  the  divisions,  38220. — 
A number  of  the  farmers  sprayed  last  year,  but  the 
poorer  ones  did  not,  38222. 


AGNEW,  Rev.  THOMAS  J. 

Lower  Badony  Parish. 

Witness  lived  at  Rooskey,  near  Gortin,  his 
evidence  was  the  connecting  link  between  that 
regarding  Green  castle  and  that  which  concerned  the 
divisions  from  Strabane  to  Plumbridge,  38223. — It 
was  for  Lower  Badony  Parish  that  witness  was  giving 
evidence ; the  parish  invaded  the  mountain  side  seen 
on  the  left  on  the  way  to  Gortin,  and  comprised  por- 
tions of  the  electoral  divisions  of  Goitin,  Fallagh, 
Trinamadan,  Glenlark,  Crockanbuoy,  all  belonging  to 
Omagh  Union. 


Valuation. 

Percentage  of  holdings  not  exceeding  £10  valuation 
was : Gortin  54  per  cent,  Fallagh  13  per  cent,  Trina- 
madan 68  per  cent,  Glenlark  87  per  cent,  Crockan- 
buoy 83  per  cent;  for  the  fifteen  townlands  within 
the  parish  the  average  valuation  per  head  of  the 
population  of  2,190  was  £1  9s.  5 cl.;  average  valuation 
per  acre,  including  the  houses,  was,  Gortin  (which 
included  the  village  area)  6s.  2d.,  Crockanbuoy 
3s.  Id.,  Trinamadan  3s.  5 d.,  Fallagh  2s.  2d.,  Glen- 
lark Is.  9tf.,  38224-5. 

Character  of  Land  and  Conditions  of  Agriculture. 

Help  was  claimed  for  the  parish  both  on  account  of 
its  low  valuation  and  its  mountainous  character ; the 
level  holms  by  the  rivers  were  liable  to  frequent  floods, 
and  were  consequently  useless  for  crops ; they  were 
used  for  grazing,  but  the  sand  deposits  injured  the 
cattle ; the  rivers  frequently  changed  their  courses, 
38225-7  ; tillage  was  risky ; market  towns  for  produce 
wore  far  away,  Roosky,  in  the  centre  of  the  district; 
being  thirteen  miles  from  Omagh  and  eighteen  from 
Cookstown  ; the  journey  from  market  and  back  took 
from  midnight  to  the  following  midnight,  and  was 
severe  work  for  the  horses  on  the  mountain  roads  ; 
ploughs  could  seldom  be  used  till  the  middle  of  March, 
and  horse  labour  was  difficult  to  obtain ; in  the  present 
year  much  of  the  potato  crop  was  still  unplanted  on 
12th  of. -May,  and,  if  September  were  wet,  it  might 
be  destroyed  by  blight ; farmers  could  not  afford  to 
spray  properly,  38228-9. — Failure  of  the  potatoes 
meant  famine,  38231-. — In  a good  year,  if  potatoes 
were  planted  early,  the  danger  of  damage  from  late 
frost  would  be  less  than  present  danger,  38232. — On 
northern  and  north-eastern  mountain  slopes  crops  did 
not  really  ripen ; owing  partially  to  want  of  lime, 
much  land  reclaimed  from  the  mountains  was  going 
out  of  cultivation,  38232,  38276-8. — Ploughing  cost 
about  £2  per  acre,  or  about  double  what  it  cost  in 
lowlands,  as  much  of  the  land  could  be  ploughed  only 
in  one  direction — downwards — the  crop  was  sometimes 
only  half  what  it  was  in  lowlands,  38232-4. — Ploughing 
across  the  hill  was  often  impossible  for  horses,  and 
downward  ridges  were  necessary  for  drainage;  down- 
ward ploughing  brought  the  soil  down,  and  it  had  to 
be  taken  up  every  few  years : manure  and  soil  were 
often  taken  up  in  baskets,  38235-6. 

Question  of  Congestion. 

According  to  amended  definition  of  “congested” 
given  to  Commission,  this  parish  might  be  called 
congested,  38248. — That  definition  was  not  meant  to 
take  the  valuation  of  the  holding,  38251. — In  an 
average  holding  of  thirty  English  acres  in  this  parish 
arable  land  would  be  ten  to  fifteen  acres  and  the  rest 
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AGNEW,  Rev.  THOMAS  J. — continued. 

roclc  and  mountain,  38253-4,  38267-8. — Practically  all 
the  tilled  ground  would  be  reclaimed  land,  38269. — 
The  average  rent  would  be  under  £7,  38270. — These 
holdings  could  not  be  made  economic  without  sub- 
sidising, 38255. — By  subsidising  witness  meant  starting 
home  industries ; other  industries,  such  as  the  woollen 
industry  and  brick-making,  could  be  developed, 
38272-3. 

Housing  and  Out-offices. 

Housing  for  men  and  cattle  was  poor,  38236. — 
Manure  heaps  were  too  near  the  houses,  38237. — The 
absence  from  the  buildings  of  lime,  which  was  neces- 
sary from  a sanitary  standpoint,  was  noticeable ; 
lime  quarries  in  this'  parish  were  not  worked,  and 
lime  had  to  be  fetched  from  Cookstown ; it  took  two 
nights  and  a day  to  fetch  it;  the  horses  could  not 
bring  a full  load  on  these  roads,  38236-7,  38279. 

Agricultural  Needs  of  Districts. 
Emigration  was  naturally  attractive  to  so  poverty- 
stricken  a population  ; but  they  were  industrious,  or 
they  would  not  have  attempted  to  reclaim  the 
mountains ; they  thought  themselves  entitled  to  State 
aid,  and  hoped  for  the  scheduling  of  the  district ; 
planting  of  shelter  plots  of  trees  on  parts  of  the 
mountain  not  worth  tilling  would  improve  climate  and 
shelter  cattle ; if  trees  were  supplied  the  farmers 
themselves  could  plant  them,  38237-8.— Assistance  was 
needed  to  construct  surface  drainage  and  closed  drains 
m some  places  main  drainage  was  required,  38238-9.— 
.his  would  improve  cultivation  of  the  soil,  38276  — 
Little  could  be  done  to  improve  the  river ; funds  for 
ES* w|nted : at  present  the  small  quantity  of 
turf  sold  in  Rooskey  had  to  be  carried  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  a mile,  38240-1. -Introduction  of  fresh 
and  farmers  could  not  afiord  it, 
hv  |E*  al? T ™.nt  of  holdil|gs  would  be  prevented 

by  lack  of  land,  but  improvement  of  land  now  occupied 

W°  " Pr8E" 

Agricultural  Department’s  Work 
Agrioultural  Committee  had  made  no  provision  of 

toWhidT  j£T  Badon-I;  ‘V  had 

S’  w.1  farn}®rs  thought  unsuitable  to  the 

SSSH# 

saw  no  beneficial  results  from  " ^witness 

•38263-6.  results  from  Department’s  work, 

LYNCH,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Ballymullins  and  Banagher. 

Ballymulhns  and  Banao-her  in  T , 

derry,  formed  the  subiert  London- 

38282-3.— He  was  a n W1,t3less>  evidence, 

deny,  and  these  were  nnrt^  ^°nncillor  for  London- 
and  were  continuous  to^thoao,  Lis  county  district, 
Tyrone  to  which  if  ST? 

drawn,  38284-5,  38313^1  r^i  ha<1  been 

tains  were  similar,  3829?  tt  • Sawed  Moun- 

-donderry  Union,  3831&  _Th  Uni°n  was  the  Lon- 

Of  ft.  — Valuation. 

Aitimte 

t»m  wan  82,  .“jf?  3 Popula-  , 

prised  322  icres  0 rood,  8 uPi»r  Vom-  1 

valuation  £144  ; Cai’/gV"'’"1*1™  93, 

0 porches,  population  75  vlwL 3 roods 
nanreagh  had  890  acres  0 iX*S n104  Ss'  : Car' 

272.  valuation.  £263  IQs  ■ nroo^  lurches,  population  i 

popuutiou  ; 


LYNCH,  Mr.  PATRICK. — continued. 

378  acres  0 roods  31  perches ; neither  Kil 
creen’s  population  nor  valuation  was  given  hi' 
cause  a demesne  connected  with  it  would  mil" 
a reduction  on  the  figures;  Kilgort  had  i n*j 
acres  1 *°°a  27  perches,  population  173,  valu, 
tion  £236  4s.;  Lear  had  2,022  acres  2 roods' 
7 perches,  population  106,  valuation  £298  fi, 
Tamnagh  had  2,592  acres  3 roods  22  perches,  ponulV 

tl0n  o22’rJal^tl0n’  !£191  6\;  *i«iKhter’  hPad  6i3 
acres  2 Toods  16  perches,  population  274,  valua+i™, 
£277  15s.,  38285-7.— Griffith’s  valuation  was  about  25 
per  cent,  higher  in  witness’s  district,  and  Ulster 
generally,  than  elsewhere  in  Ireland,  because  the 
valuation  in  the  North  was  made  later  than  that  in 
the  South,  and  at  a time  when  the  North  was  more 
prosperous  than  the  South,  38314-6. 

Railway  Communication. 

The  railway  communication  nearest  to  witness'* 
district  was  at  Derry,  fifteen  miles  away;  a scheme 

ft,™St“tD?P“*5,"'t  fld  Berr5'  r*il  l>-»d  passed 

Tarh.smenfe  but  ™»  afterwards  sbanJoned 
38293-5.— A line  between  Derry  and  Park,  passing 
aroueh  Ckudy  wouH  pay,  and  open  np  an  tepol 
fcmt  district,  and  enable  Park  to  furnish  .cipplij  to 
Glenelly,  as  it  did  formerly  till  about  feu  ySrs  L> 
when  a railway  connected  Glenelly  with  anotfc 
ft*?8  ^^.-Tliore  was  steady  much 

traffic  -between  Derry  and  Park,  38297. Witness’s 

district  would  not  be  served  by  a line  between  Done- 
mana  and  Cookstown,  38299.— Witness  did  not  give 
evidence  before  present  Viceregal  Commission  on 
Irish  railways  but  Dr.  Todd  had  put  before  it  this 
question  of  a Derry  to  Park  railway,  38300-2. 

Employment  for  Boys. 

■» yfllis  district  ware  employed  sewiug  nuder- 
t^lh  ^ ,had, t0  work  in  Scotland ; a cot- 
rS‘  "5!:T  for  boys  was  desirable ; weaving  had 
formerly  employed  men  in  Ulster,  38303-7-131. 
comparative  poverty  of  the  district  was  proved  by 

«•  pi*.  ™ 


M'CULLAGH,  Mr.  PETER  (o£  Aughtmamo). 

Mount  Hamilton,  Glenoiiiel,  and  Glenroan— 
Valuation. 

.from  Plumbridge  county  district 
ton  dlVislon«  of  Glenohiel,  Mount  Hamii- 

W dtvi3™r0ani  Harnil*on  was  hiselec- 

n Stnabane  the  Union,  38318, 

h?d  93  Per  cent-  «f  its  inhabi- 
Snt  uZZ  S°  ^ua^on-  Glenroan  had  72  per 
f5amilton  had  82’  38322. — A £10  hold- 
about  120  acres’  of  which  fifteen 
might  be  arable,  or  .partly  arable,  38334-5. 

Conditions  of -Life  in  Mount  Hamilton. 
Mount  Hamilton  was  1,100  feet  above  sea  level, 
on^  fa^I  Jtnd  W3S  5°  no  ««*»  eould  be  used 
the  hill  in  K Tf  j croPs  Lad  to  ibe  carried  up 
down  Wl,n  vjS  6^  ^ed  on  horses’  backs ; in  going 
of  the 31™*^  •0ars,  were  U9ed’  38322.— Twenty-five 
could  nT?±ninl  landLolders  in  Mount  Hamilton 
and  fha  ■n,+'eei5  t Lorse  owing  to  their  own  poverty 
themselves  ^ 80  Lad  to  oarry  up  manure 

worked  J . ftT32,3"5'  Horses  could  generally  be 
done^ownhm11;*3^  ’ P^Ling  had  usually  to  be 
acres*  k1*  was ,n°t  possible  uphill;  ploughing 

sisted  the  A * 801  dow-n  ’ downward  ploughing  as- 
S83*-®,  38332! — -Ploughing 

Irish,  3832l!?S  of^hh11?*  °f  ““  P“Pm  Spol,j 
had  Wn  noeiniwTji  e iand  was  not  arable,  and 
M ^ xed““ed  within  sixty  years,  38340. 

Witness’s  Farm. 

very'S-^af  130  aCreS’  ten  were  ^ble  and  not 

7,1®.-The  SS0Trte(Tt64fnd  P0^065’  38336' 

38355  Witwn  ot  the  land  was  sheep  grazing, 

SmIS8/11  n°t  keeP  a Lorse;  it  would  not 
no  alluvial  2^/°  S°’  38367.— His  land  was  bog,  with 
alluvial  and  many  rocks,  38368— He  haddnained 
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M'CULLAGH,  Mr. ..  PETER . (of  Aughtmama) — con- 
tinued. 

it.  38378. — His  valuation  was  £8  10s.,  and  was  on 
the  arable  portion,  38338-40. 

Sheep  and  Wool. 

Grazing  on  the  Scawell  Mountains  in  this  district 
was  mostly  common  grazing,  and  not  so  good  as  pri- 
vate gazing  would  be ; moat  of  the  sheep  had  to  be 
sent  away  in  winter,  38340-5. — The  district  the  other 
side  of  acawell  Mountains  was  very  poor,  38346-7. — 
Sleep  had  not  paid  for  fifteen  years  till  two  years 
ago,  when  prices  rose,  38357-61. — There  was  plenty 
of  wool ; the  people  had  knowledge  of  spinning  and 
weaving,  and,  -if  supplied  with  machinery  and 
taught  use  of  modern  looms,  might  he  engaged  in  an 
industry.  38361-4. 

Roads. 

Roads,  right  of  way  to  roads,  and  foot-bridges 
were  entirely  lacking  in  fourteen  townlands;  pro- 
duce for  market  'had  to  'be  carried  by  the  people 
on  their  backs,  38349, . 38351. — Fourteen  families  were 
thus  situated,  38350. — In  witness’s  locality  there  was 
only  one  road,  not  ia  good  one,  38366. 

Crops. 

Potatoes  were  mostly  Irish  Whites,  and  not  good ; 
they  could  not  he  planted  soon  enough,  38369,  38373, 
38375. — 'Champion  potato  -had  been  introduced,  but 
was  now  extinct,  38374. — 'Spraying  was  of  little  use, 
38370-3,  38376-7. — Crops  raised  were  used  to  feed  the 
people,  but  did  not  last  three  months;  flour,  Indian 
meal,  potatoes,  tea  and  bacon  were  purchased,  38381- 
3. — Thirty  or  forty,  years  ago  more  spade  labour  was 
done,  and  oatmeal  enough  for  the  year  was  produced, 
38386-7. — Flax  would  not  grow  in  Mount  Hamilton, 
38355,  38395. — Department  of  Agriculture  did  no- 
thing for  this  district,  though  rates  were  paid,  38397- 
400. 

Lime. 

Lime  was  not  obtainable  within,  ten  miles ; this 
was  a great  drawback  to  reclamation,  38379-10,. 
38392. — Lime  quarries  should  be  opened,  38391. 
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M'CULLAGH,  .Mr.  PETEJt  (of . Artaghorta) — con- 
tinued. 

was  sold  to  middlemen ; a woollen  industry  would 
be  more  profitable,  38444. — The  county  formerly  had 
tuck  mills,  where  wool  and  cloth  prepared  at  home 
were  dressed  up,  38446. 

Diet. 

Diet  in  Lower  B-adoney  was : for  breakfast,  tea 
and  bread  without  butteT ; for  dinner,  stirabout  and 
milk  with  bread,  and  sometimes  an  egg  or  American 
bacon  ; _ for  tea,  tea  and  bread  ; fOr  supper,  stir-about 
and  milk,  38410-2. — Diet  had  deteriorated  in  recent 
years ; formerly  it  included  the  produce  of  farm ; 
cost  of  living  had  been  raised  by  use  of  tea ; la- 
bourers had  now  to  be  -fed  better  than  their  em- 
ployers or  they  would  leave,  38414,  38421-6.— It  was. 
doubtful  whether  (tea  was  wholesome,  38427. 

Cost  op  Labour. 

Boys  bound  as  labourers  for  six  months  were  now 
paid  £10  10s.,  besides  receiving  the  four  -meals  de- 
scribed.; twenty  years  >ago  the  wage  was  £4  and  £5, 
38415-20. — Holdings  described  by  witness  could  - not - 
pay  with  hired  labour,  38420,  38428. — With  'hired 
labour  oats  cost  £3  8s.  per  'acre  to  produce,  and  sold 
for  less  than  £3,  38427-8,  38432-3. — -There  was  plenty 
of  demand  for  labourers  on  large  farms,  so  that 
wages  had  risen ; labourers  were  engaged  for  six 
months,  38429-31. 

Fences. 

Fencing  was  bad,  and  mostly  of  stone ; quick- 
fences  were  placed  along  the  river  a few  miles  from 
Gortin,  but  about  Gortin  wire  fences  were  most  used, 
and  gave  no  shelter,  38434-6. 

Potatoes. 

Spraying  would  be  beneficial  if  done  properly ; 
supply  of  sprayers  was  insufficient ; all  those  in 
Lower  Badoney  were  knapsack  sprayers ; last  year . 
was  wet,  and  spraying  wholly  failed,  38437-9,  38442- 
3. — Irish  Whites,  the  chief  potato  grown,  would  not 
hold  the  spray  if  rain  came  ; Champions  did  well  for 
a time,  and  then  f ailed  entirely ; Up-to-dates  and 
Suttons  would  give  fair  results  and  hold  the  spray,. 
38440-1. — There  was  much  blight  in  1906,  38441. 


State  of  Holdings  in  Lower  Badoney. 

Lower  Badoney  Parish  was  represented  by  witness  ; 
holdings  there  were  generally  narrow  strips  of  land 
running  up  the  mountain  side,  much  of  which  was  til- 
lage ; soil  was  difficult  to  labour  ; rocky,  wet,  shallow  ; 
m great  part  of  the  district  com  did  not  ripen ; it 
was  often  bought  by  fanners  at  .auction  for  10  per 
cent,  over  market  price,  as  they  had  no  money  in 
that  season ; farms  averaged  about  thirty  acres,  one- 
third  of  which  was,  or  had  been,  tillage,  'and  one- 
tfurd  had  lapsed  into  a state  worse  than  that  before 
it  was  reclaimed ; the  elevation  of  Lower  Badoney 
was  400  to  900  feet,  38401-2.— Holdings  along  the 
ravers  were  liable  to  floods ; it  was  useless  to 
attempt  to  confine  the  rivers ; embankments  made 
had  all  been  torn  down  by  fresh  floods,  38402-3. — 
Lime  was  greatly  needed,  and  could  be  got  no  nearer 
than  Cookstown,  eighteen  miles . away ; many  of  the 
farmers  had  no  horse,  38403-4.- — One  horse  only  was 
kept  by  most  farmers,  so  two  farmers  had  to  join 
for  ploughing,  which  could  not  begin  till  middle  of 
March,  consequently  crops  were  sown  very  late, 
— Few  of  the  farms  were  economic,  'and  far- 
mers were  greatly  dependent  on  assistance  from  re- 
latives in  America,  38404,^38408. — In  witness’s  own 
townland  oats  would  not  ripen,  and  -it  was  difficult 
to 1 ^lem.  'alKi  difficult  to  get  them  to  market, 
38408-9,  Field  drains  of  stone  were  the  class  of 
drams  needed,  38434. 


Emigration  and  Industries. 

,bo7s  'an<*  girl8  went  to  America,  some  boys 
to  England,  38404-7.-A  little  sewing  was  done  in 
£2™  .Vllla«e  >'  rf  knitting,  lace-making  and  crochet 
industries  .were  started  they  might  keep  the  girls  at 
industries  had  never,  existed  • in  the 
county,  38406,  38444-6— Wool  was  abundant;  and 
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Tyrone  County  Committee’s  Work. 

Witness  was  Secretary  of  the  County  Council  of 
Tyrone,  and  represented  County  Committee  of  Agri- 
culture, 38447. — Tyrone  County  Committee’s  work 
throughout  the  county  was  subject  of  witness’s  evi- 
dence, 38448-50. — A previous  witness  had  stated  that 
County  schemes  were  no  good,  but  that  he  believed 
in  demonstration  plots ; the  same  witness  represented 
a district  in  which  one  of  the  Committee’s  most  im- 
portant and  expensive  demonstration  plots  was  worked 
in  neighbourhood  of  Sion  Mills,  38451-2. 

Flax. 

The  plot  in  question  was  intended  to  make  special 
tests  regarding  flax  cultivation,  38455-6. — Many  small 
farmers  grew  a little  flax;  it  was  desirable  that  more 
should  be  grown,  38456-7. 


Rating  for  Technical  Instruction. 

Rate  raised  by  County  Council  for  agriculture  and 
technical  instruction  was  administered  by  County 
Committee  of  Agriculture  under  guidance  of  Agricul- 
tural Department;  unit  of  rating  was  a rural  dis- 
trict which  might  contain  much  good : and  much  bad 
land;  sometimes  10,000  acres  produced  so  little  that 
even,  with  the  addition  of  Department’s  grant,  the 
sum-  raised  was  too  small  to  give  a premium  to  a bull, 
38458. — Department’s  grant  was  five-ninths  of  the 
total  sum  from  rate  and  grant,  the  ra,te  being  four- 
ninths  ; the  rate  was  a penny  in  the  pound,  and  had 
to  be  spread  over  the  whole  district  from  whifh  it  was 
raised  ;■  funds  were  thus  very  limited,  38458-60. 

3 l 
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Treatment  of  Needy  Abeas — Outside  Aid  needed  to 
Supplement  Funds. 

County  Committees  desired  to  give  special  atten- 
tion to  needy  areas,  but  lacked  funds ; to  supplement 
the  rates  from  these  needy  areas  outside  aid  was 
wanted,  38461-3,  38465.— Additional  or  “intensive 
organisation  was  needed  to  interest  very  poor  dis- 
tricts in  any  scheme ; they  would  probably  at  once 
respond  to  organisation;  they  were  handicapped  by 
difficulties  of  transit,  38464-5,  38543,  38545. — So  far 
poorer  districts  had  derived  from  County  schemes 
more  benefit  than  their  rate-producing  power  entitled 
them  to,  38466. — The  rich  men’s  larger  contribution 
•to  the  rate  resulted  in  the  whole  fund  for  the  district 
being  larger  than  it  would  be  if  only  poor  men  con- 
tributed, and  as  the  poor  man  got  his  full  share  of  the 
general  provision  for  lectures,  etc.,  he  benefited  by 
the  rich  man’s  contribution,  38543,  38545-6,  38550-5. 
— A premium  bull  might  be  located  in  a townland 
whose  valuation  did  not  pay  for  the  bull,  38547. — 
Lectures  had  not  yet  been  held  in  all  districts  of 
Tyrone,  38555. — There  were  well-to-do  farmers  scat- 
tered. among  the  poor  ones  in  all  districts  of  Tyrone, 
38556. 


Faieness  of  Disteibution  of  Funds. 

Rates  raised  from  Tyrone  County  under  Agricultu- 
ral and  Technical  Instruction  scheme  amounted  to 
£1,308,  which  represented  four-ninths  of  the  joint 
fund,  Department’s  grant  supplying  the  other  five- 
ninths,  38713. — In  Strabane  Union  rates  were  £220, 
Department’s  grant  £275,  making  total  of  £495, 
38716. — The  scheme  worked  in  Strabane  Union  was 
a County  scheme,  drawn  up  on  the  basis  of  the 
rural  valuation  of  the  district;  if  Strabane’ s valua- 
tion was  one-tenth  that  of  the  county,  one-tenth  of 
the  joint  fund  available  was  the  share  due  to 
Strabane,  38718-9. — Live  stock  scheme  in  Strabane  re- 
ceived £27  for  horses  (nominations) ; £120  £150 

for  bulls,  Strabane’s  share  of  the  premiums  depend- 
ing on  the  total  number  given,  which  varied  from 
year  to  year ; swine  scheme  in  Strabane  received  £10 ; 
turkey  and  geese  scheme  £8  and  £10;  under  cottage 
farm  prize  scheme  £40  was  allocated  for  prizes, 
38719. — The  amount  of  money  raised  in  any  rural 
district,  plus  the  equivalent  grant  from  Department, 
was  expended  in  the  same  rural  district;  taking  the 
valuation  of  the  county  at  £100,000,  and  that  of 
Strabane  at  £5,000,  the  £5,000  represented  Strabane’s 
share  of  the  joint  fund,  which  share  was  expended  in 
Strabane,  38723-4. — It  was  impossible  that  there  were 
districts  in  County  Tyrone  in  which  money  was  ex- 
pended far  in  excess  of  the  sum  resulting  from  the 
penny  in  the  pound  rate  for  agricultural  instruction, 
because  the  basis  of  County  Committee’s  expenditure 
was  the  rate,  38725-6.— Witness  did  not  think  money 
had  been  expended  in  certain  rural  districts  on 
schemes  for  those  particular  rural  districts  in  excess 
ot  the  sums  for  those  particular  districts,  the 
excess  coming  from  the  other  rural  districts ; but  an 
exact  answer  would  require  much  figuring,  which  he 
was  prepared  to  undertake;  in  special  cases  Depart- 
ment had  made  grants  for  special  purposes;  to  say 
money  had  been  diverted  from  one  district  to  another 
in  that  airttkt  was  abst 

Question  OT  Coirrarasci  or  Witnesses  non  Tm 
commission  to  Judge  of  Woek  of  County  Com- 
mittee. 

A question  put  to  a witness  during  the  afternoon 
Wue  ier  he  llad  seen  any  benefit  from  agricul- 
tural  schemes  was  not  a fair  question ; these  people 

™ lh“  b”‘  *>“  dlst™‘  X! 

rSS-  * ““£*«• Jng  district,  tat  a sheep 

m strict; , many  eggs  from  County  Committee’s  dm 
tntabng  station  “Ld  been  sent  to  thS  district  it 

witness  who  stated  that  one  bullock8  urod?,^™  a 
the  premium  scheme  had  been  a failure  waf.^1 

the  wS  s 

on  bulls;  he  thought  the  iaXwa? would ^ 3ffi- 


in  some  limited  districts  of  the  county,  but  if  gene- 
rally used  it  would  injure  export  trade,  and  many, 
bulls  from  the  county  were  sold  to  Argentine  at  high 
prices,  38743.— Nothing  had  been  done  for  sheep  in 
these  poor  districts,  38744. — Witness  did  not  doubt 
Commission’s  competency  to  question  witnesses  on 
County  Committee’s  work,  but  doubted  the  compe- 
tence of  certain  witnesses  to  answer  such  questions, 
since  they  could  not  completely  know  what  was  done 
for  any  rural  district,  38745-6,  38750. — Present  wit- 
ness had  records  of  eggs  distributed  and  bulls  serving 
cows  in  the  county,  38748-9. — Present  witness’s  desire 
was  merely  to  arrive  at  the  truth,  38749,  38755.— He 
did  not  say  men  of  local  knowledge  were  not  telling 
the  truth,  38754. — He  thought  it  was  not  usual  in 
beginning  an  educational  scheme  to  consult  the  people 
who  were  going  to  submit  to  it,  38755. — The  four 
years  during  which  these  schemes  had  been  in  opera- 
tion was  a negligible  quantity  in  a nation’s  life, 
38756. 

Itinbbant  Insteuction. 

Itinerant  instruction  in  agriculture  was.  supplied 
in  courses  of  four  lectures  given  generally  at  a 
National  school;  lectures  were  well  attended;  lectu- 
rers visited  farms,  gave  advice,  and  selected  plots  on 
various  farms  for  demonstration  and  experiment;  for 
these  plots  County  Committee  supplied  manure  and 
seed,  and  supplied  farmers  with  potato-sprouting 
boxes  to  demonstrate  value  of  sprouting  seed ; instruc- 
tors afterwards  paid  periodic  visits  to  plots;  experi- 
ments roused  interest  among  farmers;  lectures  on 
veterinary  hygiene  were  given  by  a lecturer  sent  by 
Department,  and  were  well  attended,  38469. 

Demonstbation  Plots. 

In  a demonstration  plot  near  Greencastle  a variety 
of  potatoes  were  sown  in  heavy  clay  soil ; sprouted 
seed  produced  10  tons  16  cwt,,  6 cwt.  being  small 
and  none  diseased;  unsprouted  produced  8 tons  13 
cwt.,  6 cwt.  being  small  and  none  diseased;  the  plot 
was  on  a rather  poor  farm  belonging  to  one  of  the 
agricultural  teachers,  38471-3. — Experimental  plots 
were  a quarter  or  an  eighth  of  an  acre,  38476. — Varie- 
ties of  soil  in  Tyrone  were  many;  plots  selected  re- 
presented most  classes  of  soil  there,  ’38474,  38477. 

Horticultube  and'  Bee-keeping. 

Horticulture  and  bee-keeping  instruction  was  in- 
tended to  benefit  occupiers  of  small  holdings;  land 
in  Tyrone  was  high;  had  a large  rainfall  and  low 
average  temperature,  and  soil  was  not  favourable  to 
cottage  gardens;  cultivation  of  vegetables  and  fruit, 
especially  bush  fruit  for  market  and  home  consump- 
tion, required  encouragement,  38479. — A scheme  • for 
that  purpose  had  been  at  work  three  years ; there  was 
a. large  market  for  apples  and  for  black  currants;  the 
latter  grew  well  in  boggy  soil,  and  were  sold  for  pre- 
serves and  medicine,  38480-5. — Six  horticultural  de- 
monstration plots  had  been  established,  chiefly  near 
National  schools,  and  a certain  supply  of  seed,  manure, 
and  fruit-trees  was  given  to  owner  on  condition  he 
supplied  labour;  scheme  had  resulted  in  planting  of 
many  fruit  trees  and,  increase  in  culture  of  vege- 
tables; the  people  now  consumed  vegetables  formerly 
unknown  to  them,  38485,  38488. — Ground  suitable  for 
fruit  growing  was  difficult  to  find;  hilly  places  had 
been  tried ; apple  trees  were  successful  about  Stewarts- 
town  and  Clogher  V alley ; pears  would  not  grow  in ' 
Tyrone  generally,  38486-7. — Apple  trees  in  blossom 
might  be  seen  at-  demonstration  plot  near  Gortin,  ‘ 
but  the  trees  were  young,  38488-90. — Late  frosts  inter- 
fered with  apple  crop,  38491.— Sir  Horace  Plunkett 
had  carried  out  near  Dromore  an  experiment  for  im- 
proving  standard  of  living  among  Irish  peasantry, 
and  had  assisted  forty  small  occupiers  to  establish 
fruitand  vegetable  gardens ; Committee  had  allowed 
county  instructor  to  assist  with  advice;  the  general 
results  were  satisfactory,  38419.— This  experiment  had 
been  two  years  at  work ; it  illustrated  the  value  of 
concentrating  attention  on  a small  area,  38491a.— 
Remnants  of  old  orchards  were  found  on  many 
farms  in  Tyrone,  38492. 

Poultby  Keeping. 

The  sale  of  poultry  products  was  the  main  source 
from  which  the  very  poor  obtained  many  of  the 
necessities  and  all  the  luxuries  of  their  lives ; Tyrone 
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Committee  was  one  of  the  first  to  attempt  improve- 
ment of  poultry  keeping  industry  on  Department’s 
lines-  lectures  at  first  evoked  criticism  but  awakened 
interest;  instructresses  paid  one  visit  to  each  district 
in  eighteen  months  under  lecture  system  and  one  in 
visiting  season ; lecture  period  was  October  to  March, 
visiting  season  April  to  September,  38492-3. — Sta- 
tions for  distributing  eggs  of  pure-bred  birds  at  Is. 
a dozen  had  been  in  operation  since  1902 ; up  to  1906 
10,000  sittings  of  pure-bred  eggs  of  fowls,  geese,  and 
ducks  had  been  distributed ; new  blood  has  thus  been 
introduced,  size  of  eggs  increased,  prevalence  of  dis- 
ease checked,  and  a prospect  afforded  of  having  more 
suitable  birds  for  fattening;  eight  stations  for  pro- 
viding eggs  of  geese  had  been  established;  in  poor 
districts  demand  for  them  outstripped  supply;  in- 
structresses spent  much  time  visiting  individual 
poultry  keepers  in  more  remote  districts;  instruction 
was  given  in  trussing,  and  in  grading  and  packing 
■eggs,  38494. — A portable  poultiy  farm  was  used ; it 
could  be  set  up  at  a centre  for  six  weeks  and  then 
moved  on;  it  had  two  pens  of  fowls,  one  of  ducks; 
means  for  artificial  incubation  and  rearing  of  chick- 
ens, a small  fattening  plant,  diagrams  and  drawings 
illustrating  the  structure  and  different  breeds  of 
■fowls,  means  for  preparing  food;  the  farm  had  been 
itinerant  eleven  months ; girls  had  attended  regu- 
larly even  in  depth  of  winter,  38494-5. 

Ageicultueal  Classes.  • 

Instruction  in  technical  agriculture  had  been  given 
in  winter  classes  held  in  remote  places  in  October  of 
1906  to  March  of  1907  to  reach  those  who  could  not 
travel  far ; this  scheme  tended  to  impress  on  the  agri- 
cultural workers  the  dignity  and  necessity  of  honest 
and  intelligent  work,  and  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
living  and  of  agricultural  methods,  38495-6. — Stand- 
ard of  living  could  be  improved  by  increase  of  domes- 
tic thrift  without  increase  of  cost,  38510-1. — Any 
young  fellow  in  the  county  could  attend  classes  on 
passing  examination,  showing  he  could  work  first  four 
rules  of  arithmetic,  and  write  a simple  composition 
on  some  farming  subject;  students  received  free  din- 
ners and  £1  per  mile  for  travelling  expenses  if  they 
showed  satisfactory  progress;  funds  were  supplied 
from  joint  fund  of  County  and  Department;  classes 
lasted  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon,  and  from 
1 p.m.  to  4 p.m. ; they  were  held  two  days 
a week ; teachers  gave  theoretical  teaching  and 
also  practical  instruction  on  farms,  38496,  38516- 
7. — Average  attendance  at  classes  was  about 

twelve,  attendance  was  most  difficult  to  obtain 
in  poorer  districts ; the  examination  was  intended  to 
be  mainly  a test  of  intelligence,  but'  a knowledge  of 
simple  arithmetic  was  essential  for  calculating  the 
value  of  manure ; in  poorer  districts  young  men  were 
ignorant  even  of  those  rules,  38496a,  38499,  38502. — 
It  would  be  useless  to  ask  Department  for  funds  for 
such  preliminary  training  as  arithmetical  teaching 
as  Department’s  money  was  only  for  technical  in- 
struction, 38497-8. — These  classes  were  specially  re- 
quired by  poorer  districts,  38505-8. — Any  man  or  boy 
above  age  of  sixteen  was  eligible  for  classes,  38512-5. — 
Students  who  passed  through  the  classes  with  credit 
served  as  examples  to  others ; a final  examination  was 
held  at  close  of  course  and  book  prizes  given;  students 
passing  final  examination  with  special  credit  might 
receive  scholarships,  38517-8. 

Live  Stock  Schemes. 

Live  stock  schemes  adopted  by  County  Committee  of 
Tyrone  were  those  for  improving  breed  of  horses, 
cattle,  and  swine ; Committee  offered  seventy  nomina- 
tions to  farmers’  mares  each  year,  two-thirds  of  the 
nominations  were  for  mares  of  farmers  with  a valua- 
tion under  £60,  one-third  to  those  with  valuation 
above  £60,  38518,  38520-2.— In  Trillick  district 

twenty-one  nominations  were  offered  in  the  previous 
year,  six  went  to  men  whose  valuation  was  under 
£20,  two  to  men  with  valuation  under  £10 ; few  men 
with  valuation  under  £10  kept  a horse,  38521. — 
Nominations  were  not  graduated  in  regard  to  the 
fact  that  four-ninths  of  funds  came  from  rates  and 
five-ninths  from  Department,  38523. — Premium  bulls 
could  not  easily  find  purchasers  in  needy  districts; 
two  years  ago  a premium  bull  had  .been  located  at 
Greencastle,  having  been  sold  to  purchaser  at  loss  to 
Department,  the  object  being  to  improve  milk  supply; 


the  stock  seemed  to  have  been  good,  but  the  first  re- 
sults were  perhaps  not  satisfactory ; it  was  impossible 
to  guarantee  any  particular  production  from  an 
animal,  38518-9. — Farmers  desiring  young  stock  for 
sale  objected  to  introduction  of  “milk”  bulls;  a 
shorthorn  would  answer  both  for  stock  and  milk  pro- 
duction, 38547-8. — There  were  many  creameries  in 
Tyrone,  38459. — Farmers  desiring  premium  bulls 
visited  a show  named  by  Department  and  selected 
animals  approved  for  premiums,  38526. — The  fact 
that  the  bull  had  been  approved  for  premium  raised 
its  price,  38524-5,  38527. — Fifteen  premiums  for  boars 
were  given  in  Tyrone,  needy  districts  getting  a large 
share,  38529. 

Peizes. 

Names  of  prize-winners  were  set  forth  in  report; 
class  one  was  limited  to  persons  who  did  not  hold 
twenty-five  statute  acres  of  land  and  who  earned  their 
living  by  agricultural  labour  or  labour  connected  with 
agriculture;  prizes  were  won  in  several  poor  districts, 
one  prize  went  in  direction  of  Mountfield,  38530-1, 
•38535. — For  cottage  and  small  farm  scheme  the 
county  was  divided  into  arbitrary  divisions,  each  to 
receive  £40  worth  of  prizes,  many  of  which  had  been 
won  by  small  occupiers  in  poorer  districts;  holdings 
competing  were  examined  by  a qualified  judge,  who 
gave  advice  on  manuring,  sanitation,  etc.,  38535, 
38719. — There  were  six  classes  for  prizes,  only  one 
being  for  men  of  £25  valuation  and  over,  38720-2. 

Shows. 

In  making  grants  in  aid  for  shows  Committee  en- 
deavoured to  provide  for  smallest  farmers,  and  in- 
sisted on  a class  for  those  under  £20  valuation ; prac- 
tically a free  entry  was  allowed  farmers  in  Plum- 
bridge  and  surrounding  districts  in  competitions  for 
cattle  and  poultry,  and  in  some  cases  horses  and 
swine,  £30  being  set  aside  for  prizes  in  these  com- 
petitions, 38535-6,  38540-1,  37730-1. — A witness  had 
stated  it  was  not  worth  while  to  compete  for  prizes  of 
£2,  £1  10s.,  and  £1;  present  witness  would  think  it 
worth  while  to  walk  to  Omagh  from  Gortin  for  £2, 
38730-1. — This  scheme  had  failed  though  advertised 
by  'County  Committee  at  expense  of  joint  fund;  it 
was  tried  for  three  years,  38540,  38732-4. — There  were 
never  more  than  three  or  four  entries  for  these  com- 
petitions, they  were  for  the  poorest  districts,  38735-9. 
— Committee  always  insisted  on  one  competition  for 
holders  between  £20  and  £25  valuation;  in  Dun- 
gannon show,  which  was  about  to  take  place,  the 
valuation  had  been  lowered,  38740. — A small  local 
exhibition  in  a district  outside  Gortin  had  been  a 
success  and  a society  had  since  been  formed  there 
which  held  annual  shows,  38540. — It  had  not  been 
found  that  in  poorest  districts  extensive  occupiers 
could  outdistance  small  men  in  competing  for  prizes, 
38533. 


O’DOHERTT,  Rev.  PHILIP. 


Ageicultueal  School  Needed  in  Claudy  Paeish. 

Witness  was  Parish  Priest  of  Claudy,  County  Derry  ; 
part  of  the  Parish  was  in  Tyrone,  38557. — 
Parish  greatly  needed  agricultural  schools,  such  as 
existed  a couple  of  generations  ago  at  Lough  Ash 
and  Eglington  ; Lough  Ash  School  was  partly  Na- 
tional, and  was  supported  by  some  private  contribu- 
tions ; men  educated  at  these  schools  were  afterwards 
leaders  in  their  own  districts,  38557. — Department’s 
lectures  had  been  few,  and  not  practical,  38562-3. — 
County  schemes  had  done  nothing  to  benefit  Claudv 
38570. 

Shikt  and  Undekclothing  Industbies. 

Shirt  industry  and  making  underclothing  employed 
girls  of  Claudy,  and  had  been  introduced  by  late  Mr. 
Tilly,  of  Derry;  it  was  precarious;  machinery  had 
caused  a lowering  of  wages,  and  girls  worked  long 
hours,  to  injury  of  their  health,  though  the  work  of 
the  parish  had  a good  name  among  leading  houses  ; 
work  was  less  plentiful  than  formerly;  a day  .was 
lost  in  taking  work  to  centres,  38557-9. 
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Carting  , the  Only  Industry  fob, -Men. 

Many  farms  were  mortgaged;  men  worked  at 
carting,  the  only  work  available,  which  was  wretchedly 
paid ; the  journey  to  Derry  occupied  the  whole  day, 
and  rendered  the  carter  unfit  for  work  next  day, 
38559-61. — Carting  had  demoralised  almost  all  the 
men,  and  the  temptation  to  drink  was  great  on  wet 
days,  38561-2. — Payment  to  carters  was  sometimes  in 
kind,  38560,  38562. 

Question  of  Railway  Communication. 

The  construction  of  a railway  to  Derry  might 
destroy  the  carting  industry,  but  make  others  possible ; 
large  part  of  North  Derry  was  a rich  district  without 
railway  accommodation,  so  that  a railway  there  should 
pay;  the  poverty  of  the  district  near  Park  might 
:prevent  the  railway  there  from  being  remunerative, 
38560,  38562. — Weaving  was  formerly  common  in 
Claudy,  38560. 

Scheduling  of  District  Desirable. 

Scheduling  of  the  district  under  Congested  Districts 
Board  was  very  desirable ; surface  and  main  drainage 
were  needed ; portions  of  the  country  would  lend 
themselves  to  xe-afioresting,  38562. — The  presence  of 
large  farms  in  this  part  should  not  militate  against 
scheduling ; generally  these  large  farms  were  com- 
posed of  smaller  ones  whose  owners  had  disappeared, 
38563-5.— -Claudy  Parish  was  smaller  than  the  Carn- 
donagh  district  of  Inishowen;  Claudy  was  completely 
out  of  the  world,  38566-8. — Witness  adopted  the  evi- 
dence given  during  the  day  as  to  other  places  as  ap- 
plying to  his  case,  38569. 


M'CULLAGH,  Mr.  HUGH. 


Witness’s  Farm  at  Garavagh. 


Garavagh  was  witness’s  residence,  38571.— He  had 
a farm  two  and  a half  miles  north  of  Gortin ; it 
consisted  of  forty  acres  of  mountain  land  and  fourteen 
acres  of  arable,  and  was  divided,  generally  speaking 
into  five  acres  of  oats,  three  or  four  of  lea,  grazing 
for  cattle,  and  four  acres  of  meadow,  38574-5,  38577-8. 


Value  of  an  Acre  of  Oats. 

In  witness’s  district  an  acre  of  oats  needed  hare 
*QK-7n  t0mfaise  and  y;eld  about  sixty  stone,  38572. 
« in  1?he  °ats  fetclled  about  per  stone,  oi 

oi?  maI16!  acrei  an  Irish  acre  last  year  produced 
about  105  stone  of  oats,  which  sold  at  7 Id.,  38580-1  - 
Out  of  witness’s  four-acre  meadow  four  or  five  tons 
might  be  eaten  or  used,  38582.— A ton  of  hay  mighi 
®old  J.U  winter  at  an  auction  for  Is.  8 d.  or  2s  nei 
cwt.,  38583.— Witness  had  five  milk  cows,  and  rea?ec 

™',?^Ives  * ^ h8 


CLARKE,  Mr.  CHARLES  E. 


Farm  at  Glenmaco,  Gortin. 

“V Glenmaco,  Gortin,  where  he  begi 
r “ 1883  : 1,8  purchased  the  tenant  right 
21  Kie«,  valnati, 
M 16s  one  23  acres,  valuation  £4;  one  19  acres: 
roods,  valuation  £5  10.,;  the  three ’together  S 
tonht  .38587f-Two  of  the 

Mteen  acres  of  the  three  farms  was  arSk?  ’wxte 


CLARKE,  Mr.  CHARLES  E. J — continued'.  • 

had  tried  every  improvement  to  labour  this  land  • h'6 
enlarged  fields  by  removing  stone  'ditches*;  he  bought 
a reaping  machine,  but  the  wheel  stuck  in  the  ridges 
and  the  knives  became  clogged,  and  when  the  ridges 
were  removed  the  land  became  too  damp ; witness 
understood  farming,  but,  with  sufficient  capital  "and 
using  all  the  skilled  labour  procurable,  he  could  not 
live  on  his  three  farms,  which  were  a fair  specimen 
of  holdings  between  Plumbridge  and  Doons  • 
consequently  farmers  with  no  capital  could  obviouslv 
not  live  on  smaller  holdings,  38588-90,  38608-9  38615 


SIZE  OF  AN  ECONOMIC  HOLDING. 

To  enable  farmers  to  live  the  district  should  be 
scheduled,  38591. — The  district  was  a series  of 
mountain  ranges,  the  chief  being  the  Sperrin,  2 240 
feet,  the  Glenlark  and  the  Mullaghcarn,  each  about 
1,800  feet,  38592. — An  economic  farm  on  medium  soil 
in . this  part  of  Tyrone  should  comprise  fifty  acres 
which  would  employ  two  horses  ; with  one  horse  tilling 
could  not  be  done  nor  machinery  worked ; on  better 
soil  forty  acres  might  be  just'  enough,  38593-8,  38601-4 
—Valuation  of  forty  acres  of  best  land  in  this  district 
would  be  about  £12,  38605-8.— Fifty  acres  for  each 
holder  in  Tyrone  were  not  obtainable,  38599.— The 
present  holdings  could  not  be  made  economic,  but 
could  be  greatly  improved  by  drainage,  thorn  hedges 
and  planting,  38600,  38611-6. 


Desirability  of  a Woollen  Industry. 

Black-faced  sheep  to  number  of  30,000  or  35,000 
were  kept  in  this  district ; a woollen  industry  might 
be  started  and  machines  worked  by  the  water-power 
of  the  rivers  to  produce  rough  cloth,  tweeds,  frieze 
blankets,  etc.,  38617. 

Lime. 

Lime  had  to  be  fetched  from  Cookstown,  involving 
great  expense ; lime  was  absolutely  necessary  for  this 
poor  soil ; there  was  a splendid  limestone  quarry  near 
Plumbridge  which  should  be  worked. 

Necessity  for  a Railway. 

A railway  from  Dunamanagh  to  Cookstown,  on  a 
38617  n0t  narrow>  £al,ge  would  be  of  greatest  value, 


AU-ttlCOLTURAL  DEPARTMENT'! 


OUiLBiM.ES. 


Agricultural  Department’s  schemes  had  been  useless 
districts  of  Tyrone,  though  rates  were  paid, 
38618-9.  Witness  had  had  great  difficulty  in  dis- 
posing of  a beast  bred  off  a Government  bull,  38620-2. 

Information  given  through  lectures  on  fowl  could 
as  well  be  got  from  newspapers ; prizes  offered  in 
• Lortm  and  Greencastle  were  too  small  to  be  worth 
the  expense  of  competing,  38622-3. 


M ‘BRIDE,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Glebe  Farmers. 

Witness  resided  in  Gloughroughglebe,  and  repre- 
sented Glenkeele  Electoral  Division  and  Killaroan 
east  of  Mount  Hamilton,  38624.— He  had  a farm  of 
sixteen  acres,  and  was  paying  to  Irish  Land  Com- 
■ iasion  » be  was  one  of  the  Glebe  farmers  who  bought 
under  Act  of  1869,  at  20  years’  purchase  of  the  old 
racK  rents  ; the  full  purchase  money  was  not  advanced, 
and  one-fourth  , was  paid  down,  38625-6,  38635. 

Purchase  of  Estates. 

In  Glenkeel  Electoral  Division  no  holdings  had 
been  sold  under  Act  of  1903;  in  Glenroan  Mr. 
Humphreys  estate  was  sold  at  an  exorbitant  price, 
equivalent  to  24£  years’  purchase,  to  which  tenants 
Tyere  practically  forced  to  agree,  as  they  were  in 
^«rea?  Hamilton  Division  tenants  were 

?pooeCL  i yeara  purchase,  under  Ashbourne  Act  of 
1888,  but  under  Act  of  1903  the  demand  was  Z7i  years, 
a price  Which  would  swamp  any  tenant,  at  least  while 
annuities  ran ; in  Glenkeel  Division  the  only  estate 
purchased  was  Clogherney  Glebe,  in  1868,  under  Irish 
Uhurch  Temporalities  Act;  it  was  sold  at  twenty 
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DONNELL,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


years’  purchase,  a price  so  high  that  many  tenants 
had  to  borrow  the  fourth  of  the  purchase  money  to  pay 
Irish  Land  Commission  ; annuities  and  interest  on 
money  borrowed  had  obliged  many  to  sell  their  farms, 
and  others  had  to  go  away  to  earn  money  .to  redeem 
-their  farms,  one  of  the  largest'  of  which  was  now 
vacant  in  consequence,  and  returning  to  its  original 
un-reclaimed  state,  38628,  38635-6. 

Condition  of  Farms — Various  Holdings  Available 
for  Enlargement  of  Farms. 

Farms  in  this  district  were  very  small  and  un- 
economic ; tenants  were  greatly  dependent  on  re- 
mittances from  relatives  in  America  or  England  and 
Scotland ; portions  of  Electoral  Divisions  of  Glenlark 
consisted  of  a large  grazing  ranch  belonging  to  Colonel 
Lowry  of  Pomeroy  ; Robert  M'Kelvey,  Esq.,  J.P.  df 
Gortin,  had  a grazing  ranch  containing  637  acres,  in 
townlands  of  Aughtboy  and  Legcloughfin,  in  Glenchiel 
Division ; adjoining  these  ranches  was  a small  rundale 
estate,  with  very  small  fields  and  no  fences,  38626.— 
Grazing  land  would  be  very  valuable  to  tenants  in 
these  districts,  38627.— Tenants  had  not  bought  the 
rundale  estate  ; they  were  far  from  markets  and  rail- 
Toads  ; Derry  was  twenty-five  miles,  Cookstown  twenty- 
one  or  twenty-two ; enlargement  of  holdings  was 
desirable,  and  several  holdings  were  available  for  the 
purpose ; a new  road  and  a bridge  were  urgently 
needed  from  Legcloughfin  to  Corramore  road ; one- 
eighth  of  Mount  Hamilton  Division  was  very  .poor 
•arable  land  reclaimed  within  the  last  sixty  years, 
and  now  returning  to  its  original  state  owing  to 
emigration  ; the  number  of . families  in  this  divisioh 
had  decreased  by  forty-five  in  thirty  years  ; in  last 
twenty  years  scarcity  of  labour  had  necessitated  sub- 
stitution of  horse  for  spade  labour ; as  a result  corn 
■crops  had  deteriorated  by  one-half,  38628. 

Lime. 

Drawing  and  burning  of  lime  had  ceased,  as  young 
men  went  to  Great  Britain  to  work  in  summer; 
^n  engine  to  crush  limestone  for  the  land  was  now 
much  needed,  38628. 


Department  of  Agriculture. 

Witness  agreed  with  previous  witnesses  regarding 
utility  of  agricultural  schemes ; the  local  Agricultural 
Committee  had  given  nothing  but  four  lectures  in  the 
winter  for  small  occupiers  in  Glenkeel ; the  schemes 
Rad  been  m operation  four  years,  38629-34.— Valua- 
tion of  Glenkeel  was  £1,000,  38632. 


DONNELL,  Mr.  JOHN! 


Work  of  County  Committees  Unfavourably  Con- 
trasted with  Work  of  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Witness  objected  to  the  system  of  election  of 
County  Committees ; the  poor  districts  were  not  re- 
presented on  them,  38640-6. — Witness  had  seen  good 
results  of  Board’s  work  in  Donegal ; it  contrasted  fa- 
vourably with  the  poor  results  of  work  of  County 
Committee  of  Tyrone  regarding  live  stock  schemes, 
38648-50. — Premiums  were  given  in  Tyrone  to  Short- 
horn and  Aberdeen  Angus  bulls,  which  were  suitable 
for  the  richer  districts,  whereas  for  the  poorest  moun- 
tain districts  Galloway,  West  Highland,  and  Kerry 
bulls  were  wanted,  38651-4. — 'Congested  Districts 
Board  sent  Galloway  bulls  to  mountainous  places, 
38656. — 'Witness  thought  County  Committee's  mem- 
bers were  all  drawn  from  the  richer  districts,  38655. 

Railway. 

A railway  from  Cookstown  to  Dunamanagh  would 
improve  produce  markets  in  Plumbridge,  etc., 
38656. 


HA'RKIN,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Bellamult,  .Strabane. 

Witness  resided  at  Bellamult,  Strabane,  and  repre- 
sented Loughash  division,  38657. — He  did  a little 
f arming,  but  worked  at  butter  and  eggs  and  attended 
markets  ; Loughash  division  was  very  mountainous ; 
soil  poor,  chiefly  of  light-  top,  and  the  bottom  wet ; 
both,  arterial  and  field  drains  were  needed  ; open 
drains  in  low  land  -and  stone  drains  in  high  land, 
38658-60,  38662-3.— Tenants  wore  too  poor  to  make 
drains,  tenants  were  greatly  dependent  on  relatives  in 
America  and  Scotland,  38661. 

Access  to  Markets. 

Distance  to  markets  was — Strabane  12  miles  ; 
Derry  15  miles ; the  journey  took  from  2 a.m.  till 
late  in  the  morning.  38663. — A railway  from  Duna- 
managh to  Cookstown,  30  miles,  was  desirable,  38664, 
38667-9. 


Lime  and  Railway  Communication. 

There  were  limestone  quarries  ten  or  fifteen  miles 
away  where  at  present  there  was  no  kiln,  but  which 
the  railway  would  make  available,  38664,  38670. — 
There. should  be  a station  near  the  quarries  ; the  line 
should  touch  Plumbridge  and  GTeencastle,  and  pass 
by  Gortin ; from  Dunamanagh,  it  could  run  up  a 
.pearly  level  v.alley ; little  cutting  would  be  necessary, 


Witness’s  Farm. 

,,^eSS  ,Wa®  f farmer  residing  at  Ballinaght 
-Steabane ; he  had  about  seventy-five  acres  of  arabl. 
41V)  : ’„a:  Knff  share  ?f  an  undivided  mountain,  abou 
£47,  °38637-8aCreS  ’ ^ Wa*  £18,  his  valuatio1 
Perpetual  Tenure. 

His  lease  was  for  ever;  it  had  been  given  121 
?®ar?,a«0  \ Stewart,  who  owned  the  properfr 
mll1f  bel,°7.  Duna^nagh  and  three  abov' 
.fo  ™!i  2 ihe  f°lcJ  to  his  tenants;  each  tenant 
a freeholder,  had  a lease  o 
fiiffi/v,u-VeS’  '?lr  JoIln  Stewart  Hamilton  was  ii 
a i6ase  of  nves  renewal 
Daid  • miwT  attorney’s  expenses  wen 

Pai  ,’^niuch  of  tlle  ^strict  thus  became  freehold 


Need  for  Scheduling. 

•torVfi>  a f1®?*  'advantage  if  the  seven  ele< 
Glenchiel  ’ f J*sl®a’  Cambridge,  Glenroar 
Loiiffhaei.’  ^-ount  Hamilton,  -Stramagalwilly  an 
Schedule^  under  Congeled  District 
Committee  ^ received  practically  no  help  froi 
nf  Agrlculture,  38640,  38648— Witnes 
i»g  KS  aS^in^-rvWith  the  need  of  schedu: 
g n neighbourhood  of  Draperstown,  38655-6. 


M'GAUGHEY,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 

Witness’s  Farm. 

Witness  was  a small  farmer  near  Dunamanagh,  in 
Loughash  division  of  Strabane  Union  ; he  held  about 
ten  acres,  six  being  arable;  rent  was  £1  17s.  6 d., 
valuation,  35s.  ; the  arable  was  poor,  and  had  been 
reclaimed  from  the  heather;  on  part  the  plough 
could  be  used ; the  rest  was  worked  by  the  spade, 
38675-7. — 'Witness  had  two  cows ; he  sold  some  of  the 
butter,  38684-5.—  Calves  he  sold  .as  year-olds,  38686- 
7. — He  kept  pigs  and  a horse ; the  farm  alone  would 
not  support  a horse,  so  he  took  contracts  on  the  roads. 


Need  of  Enlargement  of  Loughash  Holdings. 

Holdings  were  too  small ; there  were  no  grazing 
farms  near,  hut  farms  in  the  district  were  being  sola 
by  auction  at  low  prices,  and  if  bought  by  a public 
body  might  be  used  for  enlarging  holdings,  38678-83 
38691,  38696,  38699-700. — Thirty-six  acres  was  the 
average  holding  in  Loughash,  but  some  of  the  farms 
were  large,  and  land  was  very  poor,  chiefly  reclaimed 
from  the  mountain,  38692-4,  38697.— No  improve- 
ments would  make  the  present  holdings  pay ; they 
were  fairly  well  cultivated  ; there  hadbeen 
cultural  farm  with  i ' ' ‘ 
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Mines,  Railway,  Lime,  Bog. 

Witness  agreed  with  Mr.  Moore  about  mines,  rail- 
way, and  limestone;  a great  deal  of  bog  could  be 
utilised,  38700. 


O’NEILL,  Mr.  ARTHUR. 


Farm  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  a farmer  at  Carrickeen,  in  Strangal- 
willey  division  of  Strabane  Union ; lie  Lad  130  acres 
purchased  under  Act  of  1903,  yearly  payment  being 
£5  8s.,  paid  in  half-yearly  instalments ; valuation 
was  £9  10s. ; forty  acres  of  the  holding  was  a shak- 
ing bog  worth  nothing,  but  peat  could  be  obtained 
from  it;  about  sixteen  'acres  were  arable,  but  much 
of  this  was  waste,  38701-3. 

Need  of  a 'Railway. 

An  expedition  to  Strabane  or  Derry  market  took 
twenty-four  hours  ; cartage  made  all  goods  from  shops 
very  expensive ; a light  railway  was  desirable,  38704- 
5. — It  would  come  within  two  miles  of  witness’s  hold- 
ing, and  run  from  Dunamanagh  past  Plumbridge  and 
Gortin,  38706. — The  present  line  to  Dunamanagh  was 
a narrow  gauge,  38707. — A'  railway  would  greatly 
.benefit  the  shirt  and  underclothing  industry  ; at  pre- 
sent girls  had  to  walk  seven  miles  with  the  finished 
work,  38710-1. 

Lime. 

Witness  obtained  lime  from  a neighbouring  quarry  ; 
there  was  another  three  miles  away  on  the  Derry 
side,  38709-10. 

Sheep  were  numerous,  .and  planting  -bo  make  shel- 
ters for  them  very  desirable ; at  present  expense  was 
caused  by  the  necessity  of  sending  sheep  to  lower 
grazing  grounds  for  winter,  as  the  mountain  grass 
could  not  support  them,  38711. — The  mountain  side 
was  at  present  nothing  but  bog,  38712. 


O’REILLY,  Rev.  PATRICK. 


Kinawley  Parish. 

One-third  of  witness’s  parish  of  Kinawley  was  in 
County  Cavan,  the  rest  in  Fermanagh  ; neighbourhood 
was  mountainous,  land  cold  and  boggy,  much  re- 
claimed bog,  38758.— Climate  cold ; oats  seldom 
ripened,  they  were  used  as  fodder;  potato  crop  some- 
times fair,  inferior  to  other  parts  of  county ; Govern- 
ment had  to  start  relief  works  in  Swanlinbar  two  or 
three  years  ago  to  help  the  poor  after  failure  of 
potato  crop,  38759-60. — Wet  the  principal  factor  of  a 
bad  year ; good  crop  in  dry  season,  38761. 

Suggestions  for  Improving  Condition  of  People. 

. People’s  condition  could  be  improved  in  many  ways  • 
improved  communication  would  enable  people  in  moun- 
tain to  take  milk  to  creameries  ; money  could  be  ad- 
vanced  for  improvements  in  the  same  way  as  bv 
Parish  Committees  ; only  way  that  witness  had  known 
Government  money  do  good,  38761-7. 

Transit  Facilities. 

c: wtrdly-i any  roads  *°  mountain  districts,  38768— 
bhort  railway  wanted  from  Bawnboy  to  Maguires- 
bridge,  round  Brackley  Lake  .to  Swanhnbarf  waa 
surveyed  by  Government,  but  the  scheme  fell  through  • 
it  would  give  employment  and  develop  neighbourhood  ; 
would  pass  close  to  the  three  creameries  and 
price  would  be  obtained  for  butter,  38769— The  route 
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O'REILLY,  Rev.  PATRICK — continued. 

Arigna,  38799. — Recommendation  to  carry  out  small 
section  of  railway  would  not  arouse  such  opposition 
38801.— Sulphur  and  magnesia  spas  in  neighbourhood 
were  famous  in  18th  century,  but  had  lost  ground  for 
want  of  railway,  38770-1. — Steel  spa  near  Swan- 
linbar ; few  people  came  to  partake  of  water,  38771-2* 

Lace  Class. 

Lace  class  was  the  only  industry  besides  creameries 
38773a.— Class  for  girls  only,  sixty  on  the  roll,  thirty 
attended  ; no  room  for  more,  but  no  more  came  3877*L. 
6. — Wages  5s.  to  7s.  a week,  38777. 

Emigration. 

Great  deal  of  emigration  from  district ; bulk  of  it 
was  to  America,  but  many  went  to  Glasgow,  where- 
they  often  remained  permanently,  38779-80. 

Size  and  Valuation  of  Holdings. 

Lord  Erne  was  the  biggest  landowner  in  vicinity 
property  in  Fermanagh ; had  no  residence  in  the- 
place;  agent  lived  in  Lisnaskea  or  Dublin,  38781-3 
--Kinawley  parish  in  Swanlinbar  division,  38784— 
5,770  holdings  in  parish,  1,052  not  exceeding  54- 
valuation,  1,247  not  exceeding  £10,  839  between  £10' 
and  £15,  2,356  between  £20  and  £30,  96  not  exceed- 
ing £100,  38773— Size  varied,  38785— Holdings- 
under  £10  were  uneconomic,  38786. 

Question  of  Land  for  Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Little  unoccupied  land  in  neighbourhood ; a few 
holdings  belonging  to  Mr.  Johnston  of  Bawnboy  might- 
be  divided,  38787.— Witness  knew  Bawnboy  well, 
38788— No  hope  for  improvement  of  the  63  per  cent, 
uneconomic  holdings  in  union  unless  there  were  farms- 
in  the  vicinity  to  be  divided ; there  were  none  in 
witness’s  parish,  38790-1— Two  farms  of  29  and  30' 
Irish  acres ; a few  large  farms  in  Fermanagh  part  of 
parish,  38792. — Landlord  held  them  and  stocked  them, 
38793.— One  large  holding  near  Bawnboy  recently 
divided  and  given  to  evicted  tenants  through  Estates. 
Commissioners,  38794. 


M ‘MANUS,  Mr.  BERNARD. 

Nature  of  Land. 

Swanlinbar  dispensary  district  was  mainly  moun- 
tainous; witness  knew  it  well,  also  whole  of  Bawnboy 
Rural  District ; land  was  inferior,  38802. 

Land  Purchase  Sales. 

Land  purchase  sales  under  Ashbourne  Acts  had 
taken  place  in  district;  price  was  15  years’  pur- 
t!?’  n to  25  years’  asked  now>  38802,  38804,  38838.— 
Gord  C Beresford  was  asking  24  years’  purchase  on 
second  term  rents,  38803,  38805-7— Tenants  would  not. 
pay  so  much  ; they  thought  the  taxes  would  be  heavier 

hme  to  pay  for  drainage  as  weU> 
8808,  38812-15.  Mr.  Tyrrell  would  sell  now  for  re- 
duction of  4s.  m the  £ on  judicial  rents  and  6s.  -on. 

o C1,  rents>  that  would  cover  arrears,  38809, 
oodll-2.  A great  many  estates  in  upper  part  of 
W™1  District  were  sold  under  Ashbourne 
Act,  00039.— A good  many  were  sold  under  1903  Act 
vnoJ:?UnJy  Cavan-  38841— Price  under  latter  Act 
21  E Purchase  on  second  term  rents  in 
some  cases  38842-3— Under  Ashbourne  Act  some  ten- 
ants bought  before  rents  were  fixed,  38845.— No  justi- 
rrfion?  askmg  21  years’  Purchase  under  Act 
of  1903  when  price  under  Ashbourne  Act  was  15  or  16' 
vrrar  PH,rchase'  38847. — Markets  had  not  improved, 
j Produce  was  reduced,  38849— Crops 
• 0 good,  _ if  conditions  had  changed  at  all  it  was 

in  wrong  direction,  38850— County  Council  should' 
„ l a voice  m sale  and  purchase  .under  Act  of  1903, 
^rrro  Pn75S  w„ere  ultimate  security  for  annuities, 
.lf  ? were  “ore  often  left  to  Estates- 
commissioners  to  decide,  38853. 

0F  Abrears  being  used  as  an  Instrument 
to  induce  Tenants  to  agree  to  High  Prices. 

in  a”ears  Save  a Price  the  Estates  Com- 
Cpht  fn+W°Gld*“0t  give-  38854— Arrears  always 
brought  into  fixation  of  price;  landlord  offered  to- 
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throw  off  so  much  arrears  in  order  to  get  price,  38855. 

Cause  of  increase  in  price  partly  arrears,  38856. — 

Partly  so  many  men  wanted  land  that  they  gave  more 
for  it  than  it  was  worth,  38857. — With  ownership 
they  could  make  improvements ; in  one  mountain  dis- 
trict a landlord  refused  to  allow  reclamation  or  sale 
of  a crate  of  turf  to  pay  the  rent,  38858-61. — Property 
with  large  arrears  would  fetch  higher  price  than  where 
rent  was  well  paid  if  arrears  were  thrown  off ; it 
happened  constantly,  though  witness  knew  of  no  actual 
ease,  38862-6. — Arrears  more  general  on  some  estates 
than  on  others,  but  it  depended  greatly  on  individuals, 
so  might  be  used  against  individuals,  38867-9. 

Relief  Wobks. 

Relief  works  had  been  established  in  electoral  divi- 
sions of  Benbrack,  Pedravohers,  Templeport,  Kin- 
awley,  Swanlinbar,  and  Tiercahan,  where  people  were 
on  uneconomic  holdings,  38815. — It  had  Deen  going 
on  for  twenty  years  ; two  years  ago  witness  applied  to 
have  13th  section  of  Local  Government  Act  put  into 
operation,  County  Council  did  so ; last  year  inspector 
from  Local  Government  Board  came  down  and  found 
such  want  that  he  got  grant  of  £250  from  Government 
for  seed  potatoes  ; men  were  hired  by  a committee 
appointed  and  paid  in  seed  potatoes  at  rate  of 
eighteen  pence  a day,  38816-8. — They  made  roads ; 
Father  O’Reilly  wanted  something  similar  done  in 
mountainous  parts  ; people  willing  to  work  at  any- 
thing if  they  were  paid,  38819. 

Artificial  Manure. 

Artificial  manure  brought  by  Department  to  plots 
to  show  what  it  could  do  ; that  did  for  a year  or  two ; 
not  so  good  for  the  future  as  drainage  and  planting, 
38819. 

Plantations; 

Timber  would  soon  be  a thing  of  the  past  if  there 
were  no  planting ; it  was  nearly  all  cut  away  and 
there  was  no  shelter,  38819. — Landlords  owned  wood, 
tenants  could  not  cut  it,  38820. — Woods  sold  before 
•estates ; had  been  done  on  Lord  C.  Beresford’s  pro- 
perty, 38821-2. — Extensive  woods  on  property  an  ele- 
ment in  price  paid  by  tenants,  38823. — Wood  belonged 
to  landlord  and  was  retained  by  him,  38824-5. — Wit- 
ness thought  he  had  heard  of  such  a case  at  Garadice, 
■38826-7. — Plantation  of  shelter  belts  in  each  farmer’s 
place  wanted,  38829-30. — Department  should  supply 
plants ; land  not  good ; acre  or  two  would  not  be 
missed,  38830-1. — It  would  have  to  be  enclosed  for 
some  years ; would  be  of  value  in  tewenty  years, 
38832.— Useful  if  Agricultural  Board  supplied  trees 
at  nominal  price  for  farmers  to  plant ; much  land 
not  fit  for  crops  would  grow  timber,  38834. — Larch 
and  spruce  the  best  trees,  38835. — Always  a market 
■for  larch,  it  was  getting  scarce  in  the  country,  38836-7. 

Drains  and  Roads. 

Big  drains  and  roads  would  be  very  beneficial, 
'38828-9. 

Railway. 

Railway  from  Bawnboy  to  Florencecourt  would  be 
useful,  and  route  would  be  shorter  than  to  Maguires- 
bridge ; the  latter  was  a light  railway ; there  would 
be  no  trans-shipment  there,  38837. 


M'GAURAN,  Rev.  THOMAS. 


Mokley  Estate. 

Moriey  Estate  was  in  above  district;  is  comprised 
12,000  acres ; valuation  £3,201 ; was  purchased  over 
heads  of  tenants  by  former  agent  in  1901  for  £23,000, 
conveyed  on  same  day  to  a syndicate  for  consideration 
•of  10s. ; at  time  of  transaction  there  were  £17,000 
arrears  on  estate ; soil  yellow  “ daub  ” with  mixture  of 
•sand  ruinous  to  cattle  and  crops,  38870. 

Condition  of  Land  and  People. 

Best  of  the  land  was  at  present  under  the  bullock, 
"tne  people  having  been  banished  at  time  of  famine 
no  mountains  and  foreign  countries  ; remaining  people 


M'GAURAN,  Rev.  THOMAS — continued. 

were  half-fed,  half-dad,  cpuntry  a barren  wilderness, 
children  degenerate ; youth  of  the  country  went  to 
America  as  soon  as  old  enough,  leaving  aged  and 
children  to  look  after  homes,  result  was  land  not 
enough  tilled,  children  could  not  go  to  school,  every- 
one dependent  on  credit  waiting  for  “ American 
dollar,”  if  shopkeeper  refused  credit  nothing  was 
left  but  emigrant  ship  or  workhouse;  scheduling  dis- 
trict necessary,  not  done  before  on  account  of  action 
of  Lord  Belmore,  population  small  because  so-called 
good  lands  were  in  hands  of  graziers,  to  remedy  that 
Board  should  have  compulsory  powers  and  increased 
revenue,  38870. 

Compulsory  Powers  and  Increased  Revenue  fob 
Congested  Districts  Board  Advocated. 

Impossible  to  put  an  end  to  congestion  without 
compulsion,  38899. — Many  owners  would  not  give  up 
lands  without  compulsion  no  matter  what  price  was 
offered,  38900,  38907. — Representative  of  County 
Cavan  should  be  on  Board,  with  increased  powers  the 
latter  could  then  form  Parish  Committees,  enlarge 
uneconomic  holdings,  migrate  people  to  good  lands, 
assist  to  drain,  make  roads,  and  plant  useless  land, 
38870. 

Killinagh  Townlands. 

Enniskillen  Rural  District  No.  2 comprised  area  of 
40,507  acres;  valuation  £8,383;  population  6,397,  in 
1903;  townlands  in  parish  of  Killinagh  and  their 
average  valuation  were : Moneenteriff,  £3  6s.  3d.  ; 
Dernaseer,  £3  0s.  6 d. ; Stranamort,  £2  17s.,  38870. — 
Ninety-two  per  cent,  of  holdings  under  £10  vena- 
tion, 38874. 

Grass  Farms. 

Witness  also  gave  a list  of  the  grass  farms,  giving 
owners,  valuation,  and  names  of  places — Mrs.  Fawcett 
— Tuam,  £262  15s.,  Loughan,  £90  10s.,  Roo,  £90, 
Carrickabrennan,  £40;  John  Nixon — Kinnabo, 

£65  10s.,  Mullaghoey,  £43  17s.,  Duckfield,  £31  10s., 
Killyglasson,  £24  ; Wm.  Carson — Oarracashel,  £66, 
Tullagharorey,  £40,  Corredressough,  £32  10s., 

Corradverd,  £9  5s.,  Shruffenagh,  £17  10s.,  Tullina- 
moale,  £10,  Garvesque,  £15  5s.  ; Hugh  Maguire — 
Port,  £86  5s.,  K'lllycarney,  £38  15s. ; Anthony 

Cassidy — Corralea,  £10  5s.  ; T.  Corscadden — Barran, 
£48  10s. ; Miss  Nixon — Ugiel,  £32  10s. ; H.  Cullen — 
Tents,  £30 ; J.  O.  Dolan — Temore,  £30 ; Tom  Patter- 
son— Unsheragh,  £16  ; J.  Bracken — Burren,  £42  ; 
C.  Bracken — Ture,  £53  10s. ; J.  Tubman — Barran, 
£9  15s. ; all  these  lands  were  under  bullocks,  none 
were  tilled,  38870-1. — All  in  Killinagh  parish  and 
Enniskillen  No.  2 Rural  District,  38873. — Ranches 
stocked  by  owners,  38875. — Average  size  of  ranch 
fifty  to  100  acres,  38876 — They  were  not  home  farms 
of  occupiers,  people  had  been  gradually  evicted  and 
their  holdings  added,  patch  by  patch,  to  make  ranches, 
ranches  held  by  yearly  rent,  38877. — Few  judicial 
tenancies,  38878. — Owners  had  residential  farms  and 
took  ranches  in  addition,  38879-80. — Only  two  or 
three  of  above  occupiers  lived  on  farms  mentioned, 
38881. — Distance  between  residential  and.  non-re- 
sidential  farms  from  a quarter  of  a mile  to  nine  miles, 
38882. — Essential  to  get  these  non-residential  farms  if 
holdings  were  to  be  made  economic,  38883. 

Mobley  Estate — Purchase  Negotiations. 

In  purchasing  Mobley  Estate  Commissioners  must 
take  all  or  none,  38884. — Greater  part  of  farms  men- 
tioned were  on  Moriey  Estate,  38885. — Estate  had 
been  inspected  at  suggestion  of  Estates  Commissioners, 
negotiations  had  been  entered  into  between  syndicate 
and  'tenants,  report  had  gone  in,  38886-9. — Case  came 
into  superior  courts  when  tenants  were  wanted  to 
acknowledge  sale  to  syndicate  ; Mr.  Healy  represented 
the  tenants,  Mr.  Henry,  the  syndicate;  Chief  Justice 
O’Brien,  before  whom  it  came,  suggested  that  counsel 
on  the  two  sides  should  be  appointed  arbitrators,  so 
Mr.  Healy  and  Mr.  Henry  went  to  estate  and  drew 
up  award  for  people  to  buy  at  certain  number  of 
years’  purchase,  grass  farms  excluded  from  award,- 
great  number  of  people  accepted  agreement  for  pur- 
chase; when  these  were  examined  by  Estate®  Com- 
missioners they  refused  to  declare  property  an  estate 
so  negotiations  ended,  38890. — Moriey  Estate  ought 
to  be  scheduled,  38891. — Enlargement  by  adding  grass 
lands  the  only  way  of  making  holdings  economic, 
38892.— Grass  lands  excluded  from  settlement  because 
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owners  wished  to  retain  them,  38893. — It  would  have 
been  wise  to  include  them,  38894. — There  were  other 
grass  farms  besides  those  on  Morley  Estate;  impos- 
sible to  acquire  them  without  compulsion,  38895-9.  ■ 

Opinion  against  Dieect  Saxe. 

Sale  of  property  such  as  Morley  Estate  should  not 
be  direct  to  tenants  but  through  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, who  could  utilise  grass  lands  to  enlarge  small 
holdings;  small  holdings  should  not  be  conveyed  to 
occupiers  until  such  land  as  was  available  had  been 
added  to  them  to  enlarge  them,  389*01-6. — Syndi- 
cate’s object  in  selling  estate  was  purely  to  make 
money,  38908-9. 

Elhctokax  Divisions. 

The  electoral  divisions,  with  their  valuations  per 
head,  were : Derrylahan,  £1  2s.  9d. ; Derrymant 
£1  .4s.  Id. ; Dunmakiver,  £1  Is.  8 d.  ; Killinagh, 
£1  7s.  lOd. ; Easky  was  'higher  as  it  contained'  some 
of  the  grass  lands,  some  of  the  latter  were  also  in 
Dowra,  there  were  none  in  the  first  four  divisions, 
which  showed  that  they  raised  tihe  valuation ; Derry- 
lahan, Derrynant,  Dunmakiver,  and  Killinagh  would 
be  scheduled  were  it  not  that  20  per  cent,  of  popula- 
tion of  Cavan  did  not  reside  in  districts  of  that  class, 
38910-14. 


DOLAN,  Me.  PATRICK. 

Condition  of  Enniskillen  No.  2 Rural  District. 


plenty  of  water  power,  a com  mill,  and  a saw  mill 
38924.— 500  or  600  men  could  be  employed  with  these 
resources,  38937. — Agricultural  and'  technical  instruc- 
tion almost  useless,  except  as  regards  woodwork 
38924. 

Drainage. 

People  in  district  between  Bawnboy  and  the  Erne 
almost  ruined  by  flooding  of  lands;  thousands  of. 
acres  round  Brackley  Lake  flooded  when  the  rain 
came  ; lake  should  be  lowered  by  opening  it  into  Lough 
Erne  either  by  Woodford  or  SwamLinbar  River;  by 
lowering  Woodford  River  half  a mile  below  Bawn- 
boy fifteen  or  twenty  feet  would  be  taken  off  lake  no- 
obstacle in  river,  £150  would  do  it;  Drainage  Boards 
oould  not  lower  river  beds,  38924-30. 

Railway. 

Baronial  guarantee  paid  by  County  Cavan  for  Cavan 
and  Leitrim  Light  Railway  from  Belturbet  to  Dro- 
mod,  6 d.  dn  the  £ paid  by  Cavan  people;  railway 
from  Bawnboy  to  Maguiresbridge  or  Bally  shannon 
would  divert  traffic  and  therefore  increase  taxation 

in  Tullyhaw  and  Tullyhunco,  38930,  38935-6. 

Baronial  guarantee  should  be  bought  off  before  de- 
flecting trade  from  existing  line,  38931. — No  objection, 
to  new  system  if  dt  assumed  responsibility  for  exist- 
ing guarantee,  38932. — Guarantee  not  limited  to  any 

E articular  figure,  6 d.  in  the  £ paid  in  Cavan,  Is.  in.. 

eitrim  ; 5 per  cent,  had  to  be  paid  to  shareholders 
no  matter  what  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers,  38935. — 
New  line  would  not  leave  old  one  derelict,  only  deflect 
a large  amount  of  trade,  38936. 


Poverty  of  Enniskillen  No.  2 Rural  District  was 
due  to  sterility  of  soil  and  excessive  rents  imposed  in 
.days  gone  by;  thirty  years  ago  numbers  of  landlords 
became  bankrupt,  their  lands  ware  sold  in  court  and 
purchased  by  graziers  who  competed  with  each  other 
knowing  they  could  extort  high  interest  for  their 
money  from  tenants ; one  purchaser  doubled  rents ; 
in  1901  tenants  paid  two  years’  exorbitant  rent  before 
they  could  come  under  Government,  nearly  all  had 
to  draw  dt  out  of  Bank  on  a friend’s  security,  and 
this  burden  weighed  on  them  to  the  present  time; 
people  could  not  live  without  money  from  friends 
m America;  land  rendered  unproductive  by  barren- 
ness of  soil  consisting  of  moor,  swamps,  and  morasses, 
coldness  of  climate  and  wetness  of  land ; inhabitamte 
industrious;  witness  had  seen  them  delve  twelve  or 
nfteen  feet  for  gravel  and  carry  it  on  their  backs 
to  spread  over  moor  along  with  lime  to  improve  land; 
rente  raised  an  many  cases  When  land  was  reclaimed ; 
valuation  of  one  townland  reaching  to  brow  of  Cuil- 
cagh  Mountain,  £22  5s.,  it  consisted  of  six  holdings 
aU  reaching  to  summit,  38915. 


Roads. 

Roads  needed,  district  too  poor  to  make  them,  if  it. 
were  .scheduled  Board  could  make  grants  for  the  pur- 
pose; hundred' of  farmers  without  roads  and  with  no- 
means of  conveying  produce  to  markets,  38936-7. 

Slieve  Rushen. 

There  were  6,000  acres  of  Slieve  Rushen  mountain; 
if  portion  were  planted  with  timber  remainder  could 
be  broken  up  and  made  into  good  land,  38936,  38937. 
— Mountain  was  in  landlords’  hands  at  present,  and 
let  for  shooting  at  £30  a year,  38938. — Grazing  rights 
on  mountain  were  of  little  use,  38939-40. — Witness 
thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  the  tenants- 
giving  up  grazing  rights  for  planting  if  they  saw 
they  would  get  an  improvement,  38941. 


FINEGAN,  Rev.  PATRICK. 

Question  of  Scheduling  of  Mountain  Districts  of- 
County  Cavan. 


Drainage  Required. 

Drainage  required  in  district,  38915.— Field  drain- 
age would  do,  38916.— Mam  drainage  insufficient;  if 
iIwWx«oiVo  °r,der  farmers  w°uld  drain  fields  them- 
seives,  38917-8.— Loaiis  on  easy  terms  would  be  avail- 
able for  that,  38919. — Little  field  drainage  had  been 
done ; some  farmers  might  have  drain  in  fields,  it  was 

itxas1™1  n°  "teiai  dr"“s« 

Mineral  Resources— Tree  Planting. 
Mountains  abounded  in  valuable  minerals;  no  in- 
dustrial works  carried  on  ; money  to  aid  re-afforesta 

f toie‘i  ™lld  aSorf  skalto  aid 
improve  land  and  climate,  38915. 

O’REILLY,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Congested  Districts  in  County  Cavan. 

Whole  County  of  Oa-yan  conld  j^dly  s*eduled  • 
desirable  that  district  from  BaMyeonnln  to  B™bo,; 
^baronres  o£  Tnllyhaw  and  ill lyhi 

Industries. 

of^Ran  ,P‘Pe-dV  miMS  within  two  mils, 

of  Ballyconnell,  also  a first-class  limest™*  n ' 
to  make  calcium  carbide,  and  there  waa^Lt  mS^ 


Barony  of  Tullyhaw  and  part  of  barony  of  Tully- 
hunco  should  be  scheduled;  Tullyhaw  partly  in  Bawn-- 
boy,  partly  in  Enniskillen ; No.  2 Rural  District 
should  be  scheduled ; much  of  north-west  of  County 
Cavan  would  come  under  definition  of  congested  were 
it  hot  that  divisions  that  ran  up  to  the  mountains 
also  went  down  to  plains,  thus  raising  valuation;  if 
Cuilcagh  and  Slieve  Rushen  ranges  were  scheduled 
they  would  include  congested  portions  of  Tullyhaw, 
38043.— Four  divisions  on  western  slope  of  mountains 
where  the  valuation  was  under  30s.  per  head ; some- 
divisions  on  eastern  slope  required  scheduling,  38944.. 

Burren  Townland. — Bridge  Needed. 

Bridge  needed  in  townland  of  Burren  across  Shan- 
non and  Erne  Canal ; people  cut  off  by  canal  from* 
church  and  school ; estimated  cost  £800 ; too  expen- 
sive for  District  Council;  if  district  were  scheduled 
Board  could  contribute  towards  expense,  local, 
authority  finding  balance,  38944-5. 


v aluation. 

Townland  of  Burren.  large ; there  were  26  holdings,, 
valuation  £297  11s. ; one  holding  valued  at  £35  5s.,. 
nrfiflf?6  valuation  £11  9S.,  exclusive  of  large  one, 
£9  14s.,  or  £1  19s.  per  head,  38945. 


Compulsory  Purchase. 

Compulsory  power  needed  to  settle  land  question; 
price  of  lajid  should  be  fixed  by  tribunal  consisting  of 
389fi3SentatlVeS  0i  tenants»  landlords,  and  ratepayers,-' 
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FlNEGAN,  Rev.  PATRICK — continued. 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction. 

A great  deal  of  good  had  been  done  by  agricultural 
instruction  given  by  Comity  Committee,  but  not  so 
much  in  north-west  of  county,  where  people  did  not 
avail  themselves  of  it,  schemes  unsuitable;  land  too 
poor  for  shorthorns ; anything  that  gave  profit,  such 
as  poultry  scheme,  was  taken  up,  especially  that  part 
of  it  that  gave  assistance  towards  a better  quality  of 
egg  38945.— Committee  had  to  have  one  scheme  for 
whole  county;  breed  of  bulls  could  be  varied  to  suit 
diflerent  parts,  witness  believed  that  had  been  done, 
38946-7. — County  too  large  an  area  of  administra- 
tion: local  committees  would  be  better  and  would 
understand  needs  of  people,  38947,  38949,  38952, 
38959. Difficult  for  representative  of  north-west  dis- 

trict to  attend  meetings  of  County  Committee,  38948. 
—Not  more  expensive  to  have  local  committees*; 
voluntary  aid  would  be  given,  county  instructors 
could  be  employed  and  no  increase  of  officers  would 
be  needed,  38950-1,  38974. — Agricultural  instruction 
would  never  be  availed  of  till  land  question  was 
settled,  38952. — Members  of  County  Committee  did 
not  attend  regularly,  and  got  out  of  touch  with  the 
work,  38954. — Technical  Education  Committee  should 
also  be  small  local  body,  38955.— Rate  should  be  struck 
over  whole  county,  but  amount  raised  in  north-west 
should  be  spent  locally,  together  with  Department’s 
contribution,  within  lines  laid  down  by  County  Com- 
mittee or  Department ; if  judiciously  spent  it  would 
be  better  than  at  present,  38955-8. — Good  thing  if 
special  grant  were  made  to  poor  localities ; five-ninths 
contributed  by  Department  at  present;  a great  deal 
of  good  done  by  instruction  schemes,  but  not  as  much 
as  was  commensurate  with  expenditure,  38960,  38969. 
—£13,493  spent  on  agricultural  and  technical  educa- 
tion since  1901,  38960. — £3,989  19s.  8<f.  on  technical 
education,  of  which  Department  contributed  £2,400, 
and  £5,270  13s.  lOd.  on  agricultural  instruction ; live 
stock  cost  £3,767,  administration  £465  19s.  8th, 
38968. 


Practical  Instruction. 

Expenditure  would  be  more  profitable  if  area  of  ad- 
ministration were  small,  committees  small,  and  in- 
struction practical  on  lines  leading  to  profit,  38970, 
38982. — Agricultural  and  technical  instruction  should 
not  be  aimless,  but  lead  up  to  some  industry ; people 
would  not  take  up  aimless  instruction,  38961-3. 

Lace. 

Lace-making  where  started  had  been  profitable, 
38964. — It  had  not  been  transmitted  from  mother  to 
daughter  because  it  did  not  exist  in  county  till  in- 
structors came,  38967. — Manual  instruction  successful 
for  boys  because  they  turned  it  to  account  in  their 
own  homes  by  making  gates,  etc.,  38965-6. — Instruc- 
tion should  be  applied  to  industry  people  were  carry- 
ing on,  such  as  cultivating  land,  38971-2. — Expendi- 
ture would  be  moderate  at  first,  increasing  as  neces- 
sity arq.se,  38972. — Cavan  County  Committee 

hampered  by  want  of  funds  for  technical  instruction, 
38975. — Annual  income  of  Committee  £600,  county 
contributed  £200,  Department  £400;  for  some  years 
a credit  balance  remained;  balance  allowed  to  be 
diverted  and  instructors  in  domestic  economy  and 
manual  instruction  were  appointed  and  equipped ; 
when  surplus  was  exhausted  no  more  money  was  ob- 
tainable from  Department,  and  instructors  were  dis- 
missed and  equipment  rendered  useless,  which  was  a 
pity,  38976-7. — Committee  worked  under  Acts  of  1889, 
1891,  1899,  for  technical  instruction,  38980. — Penny 
ill  the  pound  rate  in  Cavan  produced  £1,161,  38979. — 
County  Council  would  not  increase  rate,  38981. 


CORR,  Rev.  THOMAS. 


Mineral  Resources. 

There  were  iron  ore  and  naphtha  in  bogs  in  parish, 
— T ron  mines  could  be  worked;  there  were  pro- 
bably coal  mines  in  parish,  too,  as  turf  was  of  the 
^Iooa  ^d  as  Drumkeeran,  where  there  was  coal, 
38996.— There  were  also  a sulphur  spa,  a magnesia 
sPa,  and  iron  spas,  38996. 


CORR,  Rev.  THOMAS— continued. 

Roads. 

Roads  required;  District  Council  would  not  make 
them;  witness  had  appealed  to  County  Council,  who 
had  appealed  to  Local  Government  Board,  and  an 
inquiry  was  to  be  held,  38983,  38986-7,  38992. 

Parish  of  Glengevlin. 

Witness  came  from  Glengevlin  Parish  in  Ennis- 
killen No.  2 Rural  District;  it  was  situated  in  valley 
of  Cuilcagh  mountains  and  bordering  on  Leitrim, 
38983-4. — People  were  all  peasant  proprietors  except  on 
one  little  property,  38984,  38988. — District  was  moun- 
tainous ; purchase  instalments  were  moderate,  and 
punctually  paid ; rents  had  been  raised  to  help  land- 
lord, Captain  Hassard,  who  was  in  financial  difficul- 
ties ; he  was,  however,  obliged  to  sell,  and  the  new 
landlord,  Judge  Bewley,  kept  tenants  to  their  promise 
of  higher  rents;  witness  assisted  tenants  to  buy  hold- 
ings, which  they  got  for  the  reasonable  terms  of  14 
years’  purchase  of  valuation,  38989-90. — That  was  be- 
fore 1903;  lands  subject  to  flooding  from  mountain 
torrents;  had  been  under  water  a few  days  before 
inspector’s  visit;  good  surface  clay  on  property,  had 
been  burned  away  in  1846  and  1848;  herbage  was 

Eoor,  cattle  grazing  on  it  got  rheumatism  and  had  to 
3 fed  on  bran ; crops  were  very  small ; people  had 
been  wretchedly  poor,  but  were  improving  now,  38991. 
— One  towuland  in  parish  not  purchased ; two  tenants 
went  into  court  to  get  rents  fixed ; agent  dealt  harshly 
with  the  people,  and  when  witness  wrote  re  purchase 
agent  replied  landlord  had  no  intention  of  selling ; 
witness  applied  to  landlord  himself,  who  said  he 
would  be  willing  to  sell;  witness  got  agent  dismissed, 
38997-8. 

Wool. 

Woollen  factory  wanted;  there  were  3,000  sheep  on 
the  mountains,  wool  fine  and  made  superior  cloth ; 
free  site  for  a mill  on  the  banks  of  Shannon;  good 
building  material  on  the  spot ; unfailing  supply  of 
water,  fall  on  to  wheel  would  be  40  feet;  witness 
wrote  to  Agricultural  Board  about  it,  but  could  get 
no  satisfaction,  38992. — No  chance  to  erect  factory, 
some  local  aid  could  be  got ; site  within  four  miles  of 
Belcoo  railway  station ; factory  would  keep  people  at 
home;  children  were  intelligent,  a pity  they  should 
go  to  America,  38993. — Thirty  tons  of  wool  exported 
every  year,  38994. — Sheep  small,  good  cheviots ; people 
took  good  care  of  them,  38995. 

Game. 

Peasants  had  fee  simple  of  mountains,  everything 
under  surface;  game  portions  were  preserved;  late 
Mr.  S.  Ronan  spent  a lot  on  the  game ; Glengevlin 
game-walks  better  than  Scotch  ones,  38997. 


ANDERSON,  Mr.  ANDREW. 


Poverty  of  the  People  in  Kinawley. 

Witness’s  farm  was  at  Drumlish,  Kinawley,  in 
Enniskillen  Union,  38999. — It  consisted  of  24  acres,, 
rent,  £10,  valuation,  £14  5s.,  39000. — In  the 

year  after  the  famine  of  1879  there  were 
400  families  in  Kinawley  parish  on  relief  list,  200 
of  those  in  Fermanagh  part  of  parish ; in  1883  people 
had  to  get  benefit  of  Arrears  of  Rent  Act ; present  rent, 
etc.,  paid  by  money  from  America,  Scotland,  Australia  ; 
the  strong  boys  and  girls  emigrated  and  sent  home 
money  ; there  were  113  small  farmers  with  valuation 
under  £5  ; 134  between  £5  and  £7  10s.  ; 708  between 
£7  10s.  and  £10  ; 139  over  £10,  non-resident  tenants 
who  lived  outside  parish  not  included,  39001-2. 

Untbn anted  Land. 

There  were  almost  1,000  acres  of  untenanted  land ; 
one  farm  of  500  acres  and  another  of  468  acres,  both 
grazing  farms  ; could  be  purchased  for  enlargement  of 
small  holdings  ; one  man  desired  to  sell  some  time  ago, 
but  found  no  purchaser,  39001-2. — There  was  little 
money  in  the  country  to  buy  land  ; it  was  formerly 
bought  by  people  returned  from  America,  39003, 
39019. — Only  demand  came  from  them  or  from  pen- 
sioners, 39020-2. — If  some  of  the  lands  were  bought 
up  it  would  help  the  people,  39016. 

3 c 
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ANDERSON  Mr.  ANDREW — continued. 


Railway  suggested  would  benefit  Valley  of  Kin- 
awley  and  give  access  to  creameries,  39003. — It  would 
take  butter  and  cream  away  more  conveniently ; 
central  creamery  was  five  miles  from  Florence  Court 
station,  eight  miles  from  Ballyconnell ; it  would 
benefit  to  extent  of  £200  by  railway ; proposed  line 
would  go  close  to  Kinawley  and  past  Swanlinbar 
auxiliary,  39004. 

Roabs. 

The  roads  were  bad  ; twelve  or  thirteen  miles  of 
road  needed  to  give  people  access  to  clmrch,  or  their 
work,  or  to  creameries ; three  days  spent  taking  pro- 
duce to  market ; people  would  give  local  aid  to  roads 
knowing  they  would  improve  future  prospects,  39003, 
39005,  39014. — Roads  had  been  brought  before  District 
Council ; a few  made,  others  still  unmade ; difficult 
to  get  anything  done ; if  recommended  by  District 
Council  County  Council  often  rejected  them  on  advice 
of  County  Surveyor ; if  a grant  were  made  the  people 
could  do  a good  deal  themselves,  39005-9. — Some  of 
the  roads  rejected  were  new,  some  were  only  repairs 
to  old  roads ; County  Surveyor  said  they  were  not 
needed  although  seventy  to  one  hundred  families 
wanted  them,  39010-4. — If  some  of  the  more  necessary 
roads  were  started  County  Council  might  keep  them  in 
repair ; they  could  not  in  all  cases ; it  would  saddle 
the  rates  too  much,  39015. 

Floods. 

Rivers  flooded  district  for  600  acres ; 175  families 
affected  ; bridges  required,  39016. — Drainage  the  main 
thing ; necessity  for  widening  and  deepening  rivers 
and  keeping  them  clean ; there  was  sufficient  outfall, 
39017-8. 


CARNEY,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Poverty  of  Witness’s  District. 

Witness  resided  at  Drumeela,  Killegar,  Kille- 
shandra  ; Ballinamore  Rural  District  was  congested ; 
^CoTpr^d  eleven  divisions,  some  were  scheduled, 
ow23.— Witness’s  district  was  congested,  but  not 
scheduled,  39054. — No  untenanted  land  in  district; 
one  ranch  at  Lisanover,  within  five  miles,  was  being 
purchased  by  Estates  Commissioners,  39023. 


Drainage  would  improve  condition  of  people,  39023. 
-^mall  grant  for  field  drainage  would  be  useful, 
39053.—  Killegar  River  destroyed  the  country  for 

hflv^on«tIe^ed  fr,°m  dis,ease,  due  to  dirt  in  flo<>ded 
hay,  39056.— River  should  be  deepened  and  widened  ; 
raising  banks  useless,  39057-8. 


rieUt  of  turbary  wllete  it 
tena“*  ®,Iould  be  allowed  to  absorb  bogs 
into  their  areas,  39023.  6 

Valuation. 

valuation  should  not  be  the  standard 
when  scheduling,  as  three-fourths  of  tenants  of  the 
martTr  ’n‘gl“  hT-  ? vei?  law  valuation  and  ^ 

majority  bei^hedifM.^Szt™'  *hUS  prm»‘“S 

Manure. 

as  manure  when  laid  was  dT»ij5.h<  U Serve 
on  credit,  39024.  St0re  and  2ave  manure 

Land  Purchase. 

t0  te"?,s  A*- 


CARNEY,  Mr.  JAMES— continued. 

rents,  39027.— 21  years’  purchase,  plus  bonus,  and  a 
year’s  purchase  for  expenses  of  clearing  title  etc 
equalled  25  years’  purchase,  39029.— Godley  Estate 
sold  under  Ashbourne  Act  at  15  years’  purchase  with 
arrears  wiped  out  and  free  transfer ; even  at  that 
price  inspector  refused  to  sanction  advance  in  manv 
cases  and  purchase  money  was  reduced ; Countess  of 
Leitrim  now  wanted  26  years’  purchase  for  similar 
estate  and  tenants  were  anxious  to  buy;  the  people 
were  unfit  to  make  their  own  bargains,  and  would  be 
unable  to  pay  instalments  if  allowed  to  purchase 
39026.— Tenantry  wanted  to  get  away  from  landlord’ 
they  did  not  look  into  the  future,  and  thought  bv 
purchasing  they  would  get  redress,  39031-4.— Offer  of 
14-s  years’  purchase  of  Sir  R.  Cusack  considered  too 
high ; 21  years  paid  later  because  arrears  were  wiped 
out ; three-quarters  of  tenants  were  in  arrears  39035. 
40. — Purchase  price  more  than  covered  arrears’  3904l" 
—Ratepayers  being  security  for  annuities  should  have 
voice  in  purchase  agreements,  39042,  39047.— Tenants 
on  Cusack  Estate  had  paid  annuities  so  far,  39043.— 
Tenants  made  improvident  bargains  to  escape  from 
their  embarrassments,  but  they  should  not  make  bar- 
gains they  could  not  keep,  39045-6.— There  would  be 
no  objection  if  it  were  proposed  that  County  Council 
should  have  voice  in  negotiations,  39048.— Witness 
came  from  County  Leitrim,  39049.— Sum  representing 
5 d.  in  the  £ stopped  from  grants  to  which  Leitrim 
was  entitled  because  of  losses  in  connection  with 
flotation  of  stock,  etc.,  39050-1. 

Remittances  from  America. 

Money  from  America  depended  on  for  rent  and 
necessaries;  more  money  had  come  from  America 
during  last  thirty  years  than  was  paid  for  fee-simple 
of  some  estates,  or  than  would  buy  estate  witness 
llv®d  on  at  20  years’  purchase;  estates  were  small 
and  the  smaller  the  estate  the  poorer  the  tenantry ; 
estate  witness  lived  on  purchased  by  an  Irishman  in 
1870 ; rent  raised  to  double  and  sometimes  treble 
what  it  was  before,  39051-2.— Some  of  the  houses  not 
very  habitable,  39055. 

CLARKE,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Lace  industry  had  been  started  for  two  years  in 
Swanlinbar,  fifty-four  girls  in  class,  average  atten- 
dance thirty-eight  or  forty,  39059-60.— The  lace  made 
was  Irish  crochet  lace  ; £179  12s.  7 d.  paid  to  workers 
JL9?5:1906 : four  best  workers  earned 
£12  12^  lfi. , m 1j.  5 d„  £12  12s.,  £8  15j„  respec- 
tively , 39061.— Average  earnings  a little  over  £4. 

Teacher’s  Salary. 

Teacher  was  qualified  for  thirty-two  pupils  and 
. b7  caPit»tiO-n  grant  of  £2,  which 
meant  £64,  but  she .was  paid  only  £32  ; salary  should 
• x?.  ’ 39062.— Inspector  decided  who  passed  ex- 
amination ; pupils  not  qualified  unless  they  put  in  a 
wnln  of  hours  in  cool<eiT  class ; payment  of 

MM7  wo?  n\unbec  of  PuPils  certified,  39064, 
oldy  received  a fee  per  head 
f“nd,-COuld  be  found  for  I* : witness  thought 
JS?  understanding  was  she  would  get  the  full  amount 
5K-JK*  qualified  for,  39068-70,  39092.— Witness 
m“Tfc  others  were  docked  in  same  way,  39072.- 
supposed  to  be  paid  out  of  grant,  39088.- 
39090  SM0t  sup,PoSed  to  pay  for  instruction  at  first, 
S'-Money  for  teachers  was  cut  down  because 
for  wn'rioJniSvo£;C/^abi0U’  39093. — Lace  sold  by  teacher 
Sheme  3Mfif60T3’13^O86-Class  wae  ™der  county 
wem  ’ industry  paying  as  far  as  workers 

concern  3907?’  w066,  39°76._ Not  really  a paying 
3907*1  ’ mi'  credlt  balance  at  end  of  year, 
home  3907RGlyr 8n  eiIiployment  to  keep  people  at 
390Ai’  w 1 t ijace“r|iakers  worked  at  it  pretty  well, 
Jr...'.  ad  at  it  two  years  and  had  every  in- 
was  n ofoJ  contlnue>  39082-3. -It  was  understood  it 
— ThL  T £rocef  squiring  a great  attention,  39084. 

after  leaving  school,  39085.— More 
"d®”e”^lved  than  could  be  completed,  39087.— All 
remuneration  supposed  to  go  to  workers,  39089. 
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CLARKE,  Mb.  PATRICK— continued. 

Light  Railway. 

Railway  from  Bawnboy  to  Maguiresbridge  would  be 
benefit,  as  there  was  no  market  in  Swanlinbar  ; it 
cost  8s.  or  9s.  to  take  pigs  to  Enniskillen  or  Ballina- 
more,  39080. 


HOWE,  Mb.  RICHARD. 


Occupation  of  Witness. 

Witness,  a shopkeeper  in  Swanlinbar,  with  farm 
of  sixty-five  acres,  for  which  he  paid  £25,  he  had 
bought  out,  payment  would  be  less  when  vesting  order 
was  made,  39094. 

Railway. 

Railway  needed ; Government  should  give  grant  for 
line  from  Bawnboy  to  Maguiresbridge,  39095. — 
Guarantee  of  6 d.  in  the  £ on  railway  from  Belturbet 
to  Ballinamore  debarred  people  from  offering  a further 
guarantee,  39095,  39100. — Not  much  benefit  from  exist- 
ing line,  ratepayers  'had  objected  to  guarantee,  trade  of 
Swanlinbar  mostly  eastward,  39101-4. — Proposed  rail- 
way would  reduce  price  of  meal  by  Is.,  and  flour 
by  6d.,  a bag  ; it  would  not  divert  traffic  of  other  line 
as  it  would  be  connecting  line ; Government  had  made 
an  offer  which  was  somewhat  blocked,  39095. 

Shelter  Belts. 

Government  might  give  free  to  farmers  of  £10 
valuation  and  under  a quantity  of  quicks  or  larches 
for  planting  shelter  belts  on  holdings  or  worst  pairt 
of  mountain,  39095-6. — Great  deal  of  land  was  in 
landlord’s  hands  though  not  so  much  as  formerly, 
39997-8. — F aimers  would  do  it  themselves  if  they  got 
the  quicks,  39099 

Untenanted  Land. 

Swanlinbar  was  witness’s  electoral  division,  39105. 
— Farmers  needed  relief ; some  of  them  were  careless 
about  their  holdings,  39106. — Holdings  might,  be  en- 
larged in  some  instances,  39107. — Not  much  land 
available,  39108. 

Dr.  Brady’s  Farm. 

Witness  was  the  postmaster,  39110. — He  managed 
Dr.  Brady’s  farm  of  sixty-six  acres  in  Connty  Fer- 
managh, it  was  offered  for  sale  this  year,  bat  price 
formerly  offered  could  not  begot,  39111. — Lands  usually 
offered  by  public  auction,  39112. — Dr.  Brady  lived 
in  Australia,  he  would  be  glad  to  sell  to  Estates 
Commissioners  or  Board  for  fair  price,  but  had  had  no 
communication  from  them,  39113,  39115,  39118.— 
£430  the  lowest  price  that  would  be  accepted,  only 
£400  offered;  Dr.  Brady  bought  place  twenty  years 
ago  suject  to  an  annuity,  he  paid  one-fourth  of  pur- 
chase price  down,  amounting  to  £185,  that  left  instal- 
ments very  low;  they  were  about  £18  now;  farm 
formerly  let  at  £50 ; Dr.  Brady  bought  at  18  years’ 
purchase,,  and  now  possessed  both  landlord’s  and 
tenant’s  interest,  £430  paid  for  the  sixty-6ix  acres, 
annuity  would  not  soon  be  extdnguisbed,  second  de- 
cadal reduction  was  coming  on,  39119-24. —Land  not 
let  out  used  for  grazing  accommodation  for  people 
without  enough  land,  39125-8.— Price  for  grazing 
eighteen  to  twenty  shillngs  for  year-olds,  twenty  to 
twenty-five  shillings  for  two-year-olds,  39129. — £20 
received  for  grazing  in  summer ; £20  worth  of  hay 
sold ; no  winter  stock  except  nine  or  ten  head  of  the 
owner’s  on  which  there  was  profit,  39130. 


KEENAN,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Condition  of  People  in  Benbrack,  Kinawley. 

Witness's  farm  at  Rockfield,  Bawnboy,  consisted  of 
thirty-two  acres,  rent  £15  10.?.,  valuation  £16  10s.— 
valuation  of  Benbrack  electoral  division  was  £601 
on  land,  £79  on  buildings ; there  were  140  houses  in 
division,  population  was  746,  valuation  19s  per  head; 
twenty-nine  applications  last  February  from  farmers 


KEENAN,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

for  relief,  but  law  debarred  out  door  relief  to  farmers, 
except  in  urgent  cases ; Local  Government  Board  sent 
inspector  down  who  recommended  Board  to  give 
£250  to  be  earned  repairing  roads  so  that  farmers 
might  crop  ground  with  seed ; tills  was  done,  100 
workers  were  put  on  three  roads,  one  in  Benbrack, 
one  in  Templeport,  one  in  Pedravoghis;  the  money 
was  almost  exhausted,  and  the  same  people  would  be 
destitute  till  new  crop  were  reaped,  39131-2. — People 
unable  to  build  good  houses,  loan  might  be  given  fdr 
improvement  of  out-offices  and  dwellings,  people  some- 
times fined  and  made  to  limewash  houses  hut  could 
not  do  more,  39132-4. — Parish  Committees  did  much 
good  in  other  districts,  a pity  the  districts  mentioned 
were  not.  scheduled,  39135-6. — One  townland  in  Kin- 
awley division,  with  valuation  of  £5  15s.,  had  five 
large  families  who  could  not  live  without  children’s 
wages,  39136. 

Untenanted  Land. 

Plenty  of  grazing  land  in  neighbourhood  without 
people  living  on  it  which  could  be  used  to  enlarge 
holdings  without  migration ; there  was  one  farm  of 
forty  acres,  valuation  £12,  belonging  to  Mr.  Johnston,  . 
and  let  for  grazing,  that,  and  another  grass  farm  were 
within  quarter  of  a mile  of  the  townland  with  five 
families  and  £5  15s.  valuation,  39136-40. 

Railway. 

New  railway  would  benefit  district,  baronial  guaran- 
tee now  paid  for  railway  ten  miles  distant  from  some 
of  the  people ; people  had  to  leave  home  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  to  take  pigs  to  Enniskillen  market,  39140. 
— Tax  paid  by  whole  barony  of  Tullyhaw,  39141. — 
If  that  were  transferred  to  new  railway  the  people 
would  continue  it,  39142. — New  line  would  bring 
more  traffic  to  old  railway,  39143-5. 


MAGUIRE,  Rev.  J.  R. 


Parish  of  Witness. 

Evidence  confined  to  electoral  units  of  Lattone, 
Roogagh  Garrison,  Inismacsaint;  district  cut  off  from 
rest  of  County  Fermanagh,  by  ridge  of  mountains  on 
east  and  south,  and  by  River  Erne  on  north,  western 
side  bordered  Leitrim ; debarred  from  sharing  good 
things  of  its  own  county  and  not  entitled  to  con- 
sideration from  adjoining  counties,  should  be  declared 
congested,  39146. 

Valuation  and  Population. 

Population  of  Lattone,  492 ; Valuation  on 
land,  £797  15s.  or  £1  12s.  per  head ; 144 

holdings,  average  valuation  £5  10s. ; population 
of  Roogagh,  386,  valuation  on  land,  £690  10s.,  or 
£1  15s.  per  head ; 96  holdings,  average  valuation, 
£7  3s.,  39146. — Valuation  of  houses  excluded  because 
they  did  not  contribute  to  support  of  people,  39147-8, 
— Population  of  Garrison,  769,  valuation,  £1,713  15s. T 
or  £2  11s.  per  head ; 200  holdings,  average  valuation, 
£8  11s.,  omitting  townlauds  of  Frevagh  Garrison  and 
Slattinagh,  valuation  would  be  £1  18s.  per  head, 
£7  13s.  per  holding ; population  of  Inismacsaint,  ’ 
1,303,  valuation,  £2,326  5s.,  or  £1  15s.  per  head ; 
300  holdings  average  valuation  £7  15s.  ; average  valua- 
tion on  the  four  divisions,  £7  per  holding;  holdings 
uneconomic,  some  valued  at  less  than  £5,  39148. 

Character  of  Land. 

The  land  was  the  worst  in  Fermanagh;  it  consisted- 
of  mountain  covered  with  heather,  furze,  dr  short 
wiry  willow ; there  was  little  tillage,  what  there  was 
was  done  by  reclaiming  bog ; there  was  only  a few 
inches  of  soil  on  hills,  sub-soil  was  barren  white  sand, 
one  acre  of  tillage  to  ten  of  grazing,  and  the  crops 
were  only  good  in  a favourable  year;  damp  bogs 
yielded  half  a crop  in  a wet  season ; farms  only 
yielded  provision  for  family  for  three  months,  39148. 

Means  of  Livelihood. 

Store  cattle-raising  and  milk  were  the  other  means 
of  livelihood;  animals  never  put  on  flesh  but  grew 
hard  and  stunted,  only  profitable  if  calves  were  sold' 
young;  grazing  also  bad  for  milch  cows,  rendered' 
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MAGUIRE,  Rev.  J.  R. — continued 

cattle  liable  to  cruppan,  a disease  like  rheumatism, 
Prom  which  they  could  be  saved  only  by  repeated  doses 
of  bran,  little  was  raised  on  the  farms  for  hand-feed- 
ing except  cabbages,  39148. 

Emigration. 

There  was  much  emigration;  whole  family  went 
to  America  or  Scotland  except  one  girl  and  boy; 
sons  of  higher-class  farmers  might  go  to  a grocery  or 
into  the  Police,  a few  went  into  domestic  service, 
39148-50. — Money  to  pay  rent  came  largely  flrom  eons 
and  daughters  who  had  emigrated,  39151. 


Attempt  to  hold  Classes. 

Cookery  class  started  by  Department  four  years 
ago;  there  had  been  none  since,  39151. — Sprigging 
the  only  industry,  teacher  paid  by  Committee 
of  Technical  Education ; two  classes  held  in 
1906,  seventy-five  pupils  enrolled;  average  earnings 
in  one  school  6s.  to  9s.  a week,  in  the  other  6s.  to 
8s.;  £350  the  total  earned  by  both  classes;  a little 
sprigging  given  out  by  shopkeepers,  not  paid  so  well, 
39151. 


Six  Months  Credit  System. 

Want  of  money  at  cheap  interest  a drawback,  six- 
month's  credit  system  was  ruining  the  country;  far- 
mers bought  cows  at  auction  with  six  months  time 
to  pay;  they  paid  more  than  the  market  value  for 
them  and  had  the  auctioneer's  fees  as  well,  also  re- 
newal of  interest  on  bill;  two  or  three  auctioneers 
had  the  parish  in  their  hands,  39151. — People  who 
worked  by  this  system  were  those  with  no  money, 
39156. — At  end  of  six  months  auctioneer  put  cattle 
up  for  sale  or  renewed  bill  at  7 or  10  per  cent,  in- 
terest, 39157. — If  the  man  could  not  pay  in  the  end 
he  was  sold  out  by  auctioneer,  39158. — Easy  to  get 
credit,  auctioneers  obliging,  39162.— Fifty  per  cent, 
of  the  people  got  credit,  individual  virtue  came  fin 
in  resisting  it,  39163-5. 


Need  for  Agricultural  Bank. 

Agricultural  bank  needed  to  do  away  with  credit 
system,  desirable  that  Board  should  make  a grant  to 
rstart  it,  39151. — People  would  supplement  Board’s 
grant  when  they  under-stood  security  was  good,  39152. 
—People  in  this  district  had  not  heard  of  the  system ; 
witness  started  one  where  he  was  before,  which  was 
* congested  district,  nor  were  the  people  as  poor, 
00153-5. — If  bank  paid  people  would  invest  their 
« 4 P^-  cent,  rather  than  in  Post  Office 
at  ji,,  39159.— After  some  time  people  might  be  able 
no  °M166°U^  Cre<^’  — -ft  was  a pressing  need 


Transit  accommodation  altogether  neglected  bv 
Grand  Jury,  one  road  in  Lattone  division  skirting 
district;  for  seven  miles  up  mountain  there  were  nc 
roads  two  miles  made  by  District  Council  some  years 
ago,  but  it  was  not  continued,  and  was  now  practi- 
cally useless;  no  fund  from  District  Council  for  roach 
because  BeUeek  was  overtaxed,  more  highly  taxed 
than  other  parts  of  Fermanagh,  39166-8.— No  hope  ol 
getting  roads  without  outside  aid,  39169.— Taxation 
was  so  high  because  attempt  was  being  made  to  make 
l^ads,  39172.— Difference  between  local  and  Imperial 
taxation  was  that  local  taxation  was  spent  for  bene- 
fit of  the  people  who  paid  it,  39172. 


Necessity  tor  Scheduling  District. 

K County  Fermanagh  were  scheduled  Congest 
Districts  Board  would  have  undertaken  several  drai 
age  and  other  works  as  adjoining  county  was  a cc 
H*1  fs.trict'  f ant  been  given  by  Board  i 

road  which  could  not  be  completed  because  part  1 
1R  Fermanagh;  a river  that  flooded  200  or  300  aci 
every- autumn  would  'have  been  drained  had  there,  be 
any.  .Board  in  Fermanagh  to  take  up  scheme  as 
■V<im  it  fell  through,  39172.  ’ as 


CASSIDY,  Mb.  JAMES. 


Condition  of  People. 

Witness’s  farm  at  Derryalt,  Swanlinbar,  comprised 
twenty-four  acres,  rent,  £6,  valuation,  £7  5s.  ■ ft  wa, 
in  Kinawley  electoral  division,  39173.—  Employ 
ment  necessary  to  keep  people  in  Swanlinbar 
county  division  from  starvation  or  emigration 
draining  and  fencing  lands  recommended  in  order  to 
improve  their  condition;  holdings  small  and  inferior 
three-quarters  of  the  people  in  divisions  of  Temple 
port-,  Benbrack,  Pedrovoghis,  Kinawley,  portions1  of 
Swanlinbar  and  Tarraher  were  starving  on  account  of 
failure  of  potato  crop,  and  could  not  exist  without 
help  from  America  and  Scotland ; relief  works  were 
started  in  1905,  one  in  each  family  being  allowed  to 
wtrk  for  Is.  a day,  39173.— In  1906  portions  of 
mountain  districts  had  no  potato  crop,  it  failed  owing 
to  wet  season;  people  spi-ayed  but  iu  was  difficult  to 
find  dry  enough  weather,  39174-5.— Better  to  start 
permanent  employment  than  temporary  relief  works- 
there  should  be  a woollen  mill  or  a tannery,  there  had 
been  a tan  yard,  hides  easily  obtainable,  because  so 
many  cattle  died  in  bad  season,  39177. — Some  grazing 
ranches  in  Meath  or  Roscommon  should  be  taken  over 
and  50  per  cent,  of  farmers  in  witness’s  division 
migrated  there,  which  would  give  remaining  farmers 
opportunity  of  living,  39173. 

Railway. 

No  railway  in  Swanlinbar;  people  paid  6 d.  in  the 
£ guarantee  for  Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway, 
this  should  be  stopped  as  they  derived  no  benefit  from 
line,  39173. 


M'ALOON,  Mr.  TERENCE. 


Condition  of  People. 

Witness's  farm  at  Gortin,  Swanlinbar,  consisted  of 
twenty-three  acres,  rent,  £7  15s.  2d.,  valuation,  £8, 
39179. — The  land  was  poor,  and  the  cold  so  intense 
orops  were  kept  back ; unless  Government  provided 
employment  no  one  could  live  on  land  if  climate  did 
not  change;  people  were  in  debt  to  shopkeepers  and 
oanks,  39180. — District  thickly  inhabited,  farms 
small  and  poor,  39183. 


Railway. 

e railway  was  necessai-y ; buyers  would  not  go  to 
airs,  without  accommodation,  fairs  had  gone  down, 
existing  railway  no  benefit;  communication  with 
emmaulien  and  road  was  hilly ; District  Council  had 
passed  resolution  in  favour  of  proposed  line,  Board 
xoionlar!~.lans  carr^  without  a dissentient  voice, 
o9loU.— Opposition  came  from  a small  point,  Bally- 
connell  to  Belturbet,  39181.— People  would  give  the 
same  guarantee  as  now  given,  39182.— Line  had  been 
surveyed  and  occupiers  asked  for  their  consent  to  it 
pkcen^39182U3  1)roperfcy’  but  nothing  more  took 


Minerals. 

Mines  could  be  worked  if  there  were  a railway; 
mountains  rich  in  minerals  and  coal,  mines  worked 
100  years  ago,  39184. — Coal  from  mountains  bad  been 
used  in  forges  of  the  town,  39185. 


Emigration. 

b?  motley  from  America ; £177 
■PE  oat  ° . -^-™erican  money  cashed  in  Swanlinbar 
Fost  Office  in  December,  1906,  and  January,  1907; 
within  last  thirty  years  people  able  to  work  had 
39185 ated  an<i  the  incaPable  were  left  at  home, 


MAGUIRE,  Mr.  HUGH. 


Condition  of  People  and  Failure  oe  Potato  Chop. 


Poato  crop  a failure  in 
year,  in  others  the  crop 
potatoes  in  places  at  back 


nine  or  ten  townlands  last 
was  bad,  average  crop  of 
of  mountains  was  two  tons 
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an  acre,  three  times  that  in  other  places  ; oats  yielded 
12  to  14  cwt.  an  acre,  people  badly  off,  would  work  if 
they  could  get  it,  no  fairs  and  markets,  thirty  years 
ago  there  was  a weekly  market  at  Swanlinbar,  better 
attended  than  monthly  fair  was  now,  lack  of  railway 
facilities  and  accommodation  the  reason,  twelve  or 
fourteen  miles  to  Enniskillen,  in  four  or  five  town- 
lands  produce  had  to  be  taken  on  donkeys’  backs, 
39187.— Railway  would  improve  condition  of  people, 
39188. — Land  gone  down  in  value,  39189. — Price  of 
produce  reduced,  39190-1. — Summer  of  1907  the  worst 
since  1879  or  1880. — Some  little  works  would  tide 
the  poor  over  the  difficulty,  39191. 

Road. 

Road  of  two  miles  was  about  to  be  made,  partly 
in  County  Cavan,  partly  in  Fermanagh ; Earl  of 
Erne’s  father,  who  was  chairman  of  Fermanagh 
Grand  Jury,  gave  a sort  of  promise  that  when  Cavan 
portion  was  to  be  made,  Fermanagh  part  should  also 
be  made,  in  1880  Cavan  portion  was  made,  but 
Fermanagh  portion  was  still  undone,  39191-2. — 
Finishing  road  would  give  employment  and  much- 
needed  accommodation,  39192. 


BRADY,  Rev.  OWEN. 


CLEARY,  Mb.  JAMES-oontimied. 

were  600  acres  of  grazing  land,  39209. — Owned  by 
mortgagees  who  were  willing  to  sell,  39210,  39211. — 
Also  296  acres  of  waste  land,  39210. — Population  of 
Belleek  was  782,  valuation  30s.  per  head,  four  persons 
with  valuation  of  £636  15s.,  340  acr©3  of  grazing 
without  population,  929  acres  of  waste  land,  it  was 
hilly,  with  heather  and  bog,  39207. — Waste  land  was 
in  landlord’s  hands,  there  were  some  tenants  on  it, 
39208,  total  valuation  of  the  929  acres  was  £12, 
39209. 

Enlargement  of  Holdings,  Planting,  &c. 

The  large  holdings  in  the  district  should  be  obtained 
and  divided  among  small  tenants  little  expense  in- 
volved, as  houses  would  not  b§  required,  owners  would 
sell  at  reasonable  price ; hilly  portions  of  waste  land 
should  be  planted,  and  valleys  drained,  that  would 
give  shelter  and  pasturage,  two  lakes  having  bad 
outlet  into  Lough  Erne  could  be  drained  and  valleys 
drained  into  lakes,  if  district  were  put  under  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  bad  land  could  be  purchased 
with  good,  and  tenants  allowed  trees  for  planting, 
39211. — Thirty- three  years  ago  coal  and  iron  mines 
were  worked  by  an  English  company,  but  latter 
differed  with  landlord  as  to  terms  of  lease  and  took 
away  their  engines.— Nothing  had  been  heard  of  them 
since,  39211. 


Condition  of  Land  and  People. 

Parish  of  Curlough  was  mountainous,  it  contained 
electoral  divisions  of  Bembrack,  Templeport,  and 
Pedravohers,  parish  so  poor  that  relief  works  had 
been  promoted  five  times  in  last  twenty  years,  39193, 
32903. — £2,300  given  on  one  occasion,  relief  works 
objectionable  when  applied  too  often,  better  to  lift 
condition  of  people  to  make  them  independent, 
39203-5.— Potato  crop  failed  in  wet  season,  39193. — 
Grass  had  no  butter-making  power,  as  soil  was  only 
six  inches  deep,  farmers  gained  little  from  produce 
of  cattle,  39193,  39195,  39197. — No  herbage  for  sheep, 
soil  covered  with  rushes  and  moss,  sheep  rarely  kept, 
39198. — Drainage  would  improve  soil,  39199. — Pigs 
kept,  food  for  them  often  got  on  credit  from  shops, 
39194, 

Valuation,  &c. 

Valuation  of  Benbrack  19s.  per  head,  of  Temple- 
port  £1  5s.,  Pedravohers  equally  low,  districts  should 
be  scheduled,  and  powers  and  revenue  of  Board  in- 
creased, 39195. 


Planting. 

Scheme  for  planting  mountains  and  fields,  and 
increasing  horticulture  should  be  adopted,  best  way 
would  be  to  establish  local  nurseries  at  convenient 
places  where  trees  could  be  obtained  at  easy  prices, 
and  with  a man  to  show  how  to  plant  them  ; useless 
ti  send  instructor  without  possibility  of  carrying  out 
instruction,  soil  good  for  apple  trees,  39195-6. — Plant- 
ing of  large  belt  of  mountain  would  improve  climate 
and  give  shelter,  and  after  a time  would  supply 
wood,  which  was  getting  scarce,  39199. 


Bogs. 

Good  bogs  at  present,  but  turf  getting  used  up  as  it 
was  sold  in  the  town,  and  was  often  principal  means 
of  keeping  family,  29200-1. — Good  thing  to  introduce 
proper  breed  of  cattle,  shorthorn  unsuitable,  Kerry 
breed  more  suited  to  climate  and  soil,  old  Irish  breed 
the  best,  39205. — Roads  needed,  39199. 


CLEARY,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Description  or  Mullaghbreen,  Castlecaldwell,  an 
Belleek. 

Witness’s  farm  was  olose  to  Belleek,  rent  £16  10s 
valuation  £23,  39206.— Population  of  Mullagl 
breen  was  177,  valuation  £169,  or  19s.  pc 
uDit,  nearly  the  poorest  district  in  Irelant 
o persons  of  large  valuation,  in  Castlecalc 
well  tlie  population  was  487,  valnation  29s.  per  uni 
rnree  persons  with  valuation  of  £636,  39207;— Thei 


MALLON,  Rf.v.  P.  E. 


Mokley  Estate. 

Morley  Estate,  Doobally,  comprised  12,730  acres,'- 
valuation  of  holding  was  below  that  which  qualified 
for  scheduling,  all  were  uneconomic  and  non-agricul- 
tural  except  about  a dozen,  soil  poor  and  unsuited  for 
crop  raising,  only  portions  available  for  tillage  were 
the  low-lying  strips  of  valley,  crops  raised  were  in- 
ferior, and  rarely  came  to  maturity  on  account  of  the 
climate,  river  Shannon  ran  through  district,  annual 
floods  rendered  land  below  high  water  level  useless  for 
anything  but  grazing,  dredging  at  entrance  of  river  to 
Lough  Allen  would  be  a partial  remedy,  lowering  level 
of  Lough  necessary  for  permanent  improvement,  main 
damage  caused  by  backwater  in  tributaries  when 
Shannon  was  in  flood,  1,000  acres  of  best  part  of 
property  under  grazing  farms,  owners  willing  to  part 
with  them,  39212. 

Condition  of  People. 

People  were  in  chronic  state  of  poverty,  and 
struggle  against  adverse  circumstances,  foremost 
amongst  the  latter  was  landlordism,  which  had  been  a 
curse  instead  of  a blessing,  there  was,  however,  a 
prospect  of  an  end  to  this  state  of  things,  as  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  inspecting  property  with 
a view  to  purchase  from  syndicate  who  owned  it, 
lack  of  methods  of  working  holdings  profitably  were 
other  adverse  circumstances,  houses  and  out-offices 
wretched;  39212. 

Spinning  and  Weaving. 

Spinning  and  weaving  formerly  engaged  in,  durable 
material  turned  out  cheaply,  number  of  spinning 
wheels  becoming  fewer  as  old  ones  wore  out,  and  people 
could  not  afford  to  get  new  ones,  or  did  not  know 
where  to  get  them,  39212,  39214-6. — Good  thing  to 
give  loans  for  spinning  wheels  and  looms  in  the  same 
way  as  for  boats,  39226. — People’s  interest  dying  out, 
because  they  could  not  get  wheels,  and  young  people 
did  not  remain  at  home  to  learn,  39215-7. — Better  for 
people  to  make  their  own  cloth  instead  of  spending 
money  on  cheap  iiseless  material,  39213. — Two  or  three 
hand  looms  in  district  constantly  at  work  turned  out 
fine  tweeds'  and  flannels,  which  were  used  by  the 
people  for  their  own  clothing,  39217-8. — Board  would 
do  good  if  it  resuscitated  industry,  39217. 


Evil  of  Creamery  System. 

Butter-making  at  home  done  to  a certain  extent,' 
could  be  improved ; creameries  a calamity  in  such  a 
poor  district,  all  the  milk  sent  to  creamery  to  get  the 
money,  and  not  enough  kept  at  home,  result  was 
seen  in  the  children,  who  looked  badly  nourished,  and 
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not  as  well  as  where  milk  was  churned  at  home, 
39218-9,  39222,  39224. — In  a poor  district  cottage 
dairies  would  be  better,  or  butter  factories,  where 
butter  could  be  sent  and  prepared  for  market,  no 
dairy  accommodation  in  district,  39220. — Creamery 
system  better  if  parents  could  be  made  to  reserve 
milk  for  children,  but  there  was  the  temptation  to 
send  too  much  away,  39221,  39223. — General  poverty 
of  the  country  responsible,  39224. — Children  fed  with 
stirabout,  39225. 

Emigration  and  Education. 

Consequence  of  emigration  was  that  children  could 
not  get  enough  education,  as  they  had  to  work  the 
farm  ; a pity,  as  they  were  intelligent,  39225. — Dis- 
trict a model  district  for  working  of  Board,  people 
keen  and  industrious,  Board  should  be  careful  not  to 
give  impression  that  people  were  receiving  charity, 


DERMODY,  Mr.  JOHN. 
See  p.  149. 


Flooding — Drainage. 

Floods  in  neighbourhood  were  ruinous,  river  over- 
flowed after  two  nights  rain,  in  1903  witness  lost 
thirty  cocks  of  hay  ; from  Ballindeen  Bridge  to  Augna- 
creeva,  a distance  of  seven  miles,  Rag  river  had  no 
shape  had  never  been  sunk,  39227.— Some  effort 
should  be  made  to  deepen  it,  to  take  away  surface 
water,  39228-9. — Landlords  took  no  interest  in  it, 
iiT?-TU'ltness  had  not  >yet  bought  out,  39231.— 
Half  of  his  land  was  flooded  for  eight  months  in  the 
year  that  is  to  say,  subject  to  flooding  after  twentv- 
f our  hours  rain,  39232-3.-Cattle  could  not  be  left  on 
o4®  n°,th^ng  beca?se  ifc  was  covered  with  dirt, 
09454.— Several  Commissions  had  been  appointed  to 
inquire  into  Irish  grievances,  and  nothing  had  been 
aTltjlTL  yn,te.d  a.  strong  case  put  this  time, 
* las1L1?quiry  had  been  at  Enniskillen 
m the  August  of  1906,  39237-8. 


M'CAFFREY,  Mr.  PETER. 


Necessity  for  Drainage. 

in  two  jeats,  1879  every  cock  o(  hay  lo“t  ejcept 

S T0<ir  rld  »»* 

juu;  “ f n?ado  bank  along  edge  of  river  but 

5m  B,“nlbaCk  whole  country 

the  same  as  mentioned  by  last  witness  TO  c r ,fc 
should  be  opened,  39245.-Coun  rv  liffi,,  u ",5''TLake 
•no  night’s  vain  U 


O’BRIEN,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 


-Hoad  Required. 

SUow  Eussell  wit 
of  road  was  to  get  1^  ^°'  mountain  ; 
to  connect  roa<£ VS? 1*2?  W3S  **>wing 
Turbary  could  then  he  suDnli^°+yefrS  f®0,  39 
also  needed  to  improve  olcPhn?  ^ to,wnlaIlds  > 
on  wild  oommoSSTSwa 3SM8- 
Landlord  would  mve  lit +T«  i landlord,  39 

give  employment  to  people, ^as’ Sl^af Lbut  H 
communication,  39252-4.—  MounYS.  ^ ?, me 
afforestation  if  road  were  am  va,uab!e  f 

turbary,  39256-7.— Position  ^ot  'tS**1**  pa,H  ]l 


O’BRIEN,  Mr.  MICHAEL — continued. 


be  scheduled ; one  townland  of  207  acres  with 

families  had  only  £22  10s.  valuation,  39247 No  oris 

living  on  mountain  where  the  road  was  sutweJcJ 
39255.— It  belonged  to  land  around,  39256.—  Bawnh?’ 
Union  likely  to  be  absorbed  into  some  other  union 
m which  case  woollen  factory  might  be  started  in  dis’ 
used  workhouse,  as  the  industry  would  be  valuable 
39256.  J 


MEEHAN,  Mr.  P.  A. 


small  Holdings  in  Queen’s 


BOUNTY. 


2,105  small  holdings  on  one  acre  in  Queen’s  Countv 
including  labourers’  plots,  39263-4.— All  agricultural 
holdings;  a few  g*tte-houses,  etc.,  might  be  included 
39266-7 . — Occupants  looked  to  land  for  IxSS  but 
had  to  get  casual  employment  as  well,  39268  —In 
fact,  they  depended  for  the  greatc-r  part  on  the'  out- 
side  labour,  39269.— These  holdings  were  nearly  always 
cut-away  bogs ; they  should  be  enlarged  to  three  or 
five  aores,  39270-1,  3028ft— The  county  statistics 
which  gave  2,508  agricultural  holdings  up  to  £4 
valuation,  might  include  some  not  amounting  to  an 
acre,  39272-3.-1,681  similar  holdings  in  CounW 
Mayo;  1,483  in  County  Donegal,  30264.— Queen’s 
County  one-third  m area  and  population  of  Mayo  or 
Donegal ; yet  small  holdings  in  Queen’s  County  ex- 
ceeded Donegal  by  two  to  one,  and  Mayo  by  five  to 
three ; something  should  be  done  to  relieve  the  con- 
gestion, 39275.—  Schedule  handed  in  gave  return  of 
holdings  not  exceeding  ten  statute  acres,  excluding 
those  acquired  under  Labourers  Acts,  and  holdings 
occupied  by  persons  having  additional  land  else- 
where  ; 138  such  holdings  in  Rallyfin  division,  39275. 
39276  ^ appr0ximate  averaSe  valuation  of  ten  acres, 

Enlargement  op  Holdings  and  Land  Available. 

+WaV*  !«ge  ihoMing  in  Ballyfin  division  te- 
,DB  ^.Mr\5?fttr’  a business  man;  it  consisted 
f 249  acres,  139  of  winch  was  recently  bought; 
owner  was  non-resident ; the  139  acres  was  grazing 
for  many  yeai^ ; residence  was  unoccupied ; this 
might  be  available  for  enlargement  of  small  hold- 
ings, 39276-82,  39287.— Another  grazing  farm  of.  80 
a.  S\fe  neighbourhood,  but  in  next  townland  be- 
longed to  Mr.  J.  Clear,  who  would  be  willing  to  sell; 
™,two  farms  were  good  land,  and  if  acquired 
would  go  a long  way  to  relieve  congestion,  39282-4.— 
Witness  did  not  object  to  20  acres  or  more  in  one 
lfx  ^ a?  “lxed  farm>  but  where  farm 
l i ».  .onlJ.  grazing,  and  there  were  uneconomic 
holdmgs  m district;  it  should  be  acquired  and’  divi- 
ded amongst  uneconomic  holders ; witness  did  not  fix 
any  number  of  acres  as  necessary; it  depended  on 
quality  of  land,  etc.  ; must  be  enough  to  give  occu- 
pier  a decent  living,  39285-6,  39288,  39290,  39304.- 
M.r.  Rafter  s farm  belonged  to  a man  who  had  100 

hff^bl?6Wiheve’oo^nd  Tas  tlleref01'e  a suitable  one  to 
be  acquired,  39287.  -People  in  Queen’s  County  would 
io  S?*  “res  of  land  similar  to  that  ac- 
S™,  m.  County  Meath,  39289.— Valuation  not 
S a tr°|  indication  of  value  of  land,  39291.- 
foldings  under  ten  acres  in  Castlecuffe 

division,  48  in  Cappalough,  and  there  was  a large 
grazing  ranch  of  480  acres  in  latter  division  held  by 
of  business  establishment  in  midlands,  39291. 
nniroJ  Af . ds  bouse  on  ranch;  land  should  be  ac- 
iivided  n°m<fer  . receivJn®  just  compensation),  and 
ne^rlf a^ongs,t  People;  it  would  be  adequate  for 
needis  of  Cappalough  and  Castlecuffe,  30292-3.— It  was 
w„„l  j ?€  union,  39204. — Residence  in  one  union 

the  next  Prevent  a man  getting  portion  of  land  in 
ClonasW  3^?d; — There  were  50  holdings  in 

21  in  C i-a  ;xr,ViSI  c1?’  in  ®angans,  38  in  Garrymore, 
57  n 61  w 64  in  O’ Moore’s  Forest, 

no  lands  ^■ire<i37fln  R<^nalis,  54  in  Tinnahinch; 
holding  *°/-  Purchase  for  enlargement  of 

in  RS rJ,“  ^ divisions  except  1,(X)0  acres 

bv  two  m Mountmellick  Union,  occupied 

g^Tand  ot^’  39295-7;-There  was  an  estate  of 
Ballvbriffa*  • ^ 'acres  belonging  to  Mrs.  Adair  at 
Rallybnttas ; owner  willing  to  sell ; estate  partly 
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grazing  and  partly  tillage;  Mrs.  Adair  in  occupa- 
tion ; residence  had  been  burned  down,  so  she  did 
not  reside  there ; if  some  of  the  people  of  Mountmel- 
lick  Union  could  be  moved  on  to  these  lands  and  the 
small  holdings  added  together  congestion  would  be 
greatly  relieved,  39297-501. 

Abbeyleix  Union. 

In  Abbeyleix  Union  there  were  38  holdings  under 
ten  statute  acres  in  Blandsfort  townland,  and  the 
lands  outside  Blandsfort  demesne,  where  tenants 
were  evicted  forty  years  ago,  were  suitable  to  foe  ac- 
quired for  re-instatement  of  evicted  tenants  or  en- 
largement of  holdings ; witness  thought  they  were 
under  grazing,  39501-fi. — In  Clash  there  were  62 
holdings  under  ten  acres,  and  one  of  860  acres  in  oc- 
cupation by  Major  Marsh,  which  was  residential, 
39302-3. — There  were  74  holdings  under  ten  acres  in 
Clonkeen  townland  and  thirteen  in  Cullenagh,  39304. 

Cullenagh. 

Sixty  years  ago  whole  population  of  Cullenagh 
were  evicted  from  what  was  now  a grazing  ranch  of 
400  acres ; over  100  families  evicted ; ranch  should 
be  acquired  by  Estates  Commissioners,  and  be  divided 
into  suitable  holdings  for  people  ; occupier  non-re- 
sident, 39304-5.— 228  acres  of  ranch  at  Ballyknockan 
from  which  families  were  evicted  should  also  foe  ac- 
quired, 39314. — Small  farm  in  neighbourhood  belong- 
ing to  Mrs.  Adair,  suitable  for  allotments,  should  be 
acquired,  39305. — There  were  73  small  holdings  in 
Raheen,  18  in  Timahoe,  6 in  Garryglass,  under  10 
acres,  39305. 


MEEHAN,  Mr.  P.  A. — continued. 

Drainage. 

Arterial  drainage  necessary ; neglected  for  a cen- 
tury ; local  effort  could  not  cope  with  it ; Commission 
on  Arterial  Drainage  recommended  that  it  should  be 
a National  question,  especially  drainage  of  River 
Barrow ; that  local  effort  could  not  compete  with 
it,  and  Parliament  must  advance  money  ; Mr.  Bal- 
four estimated  cost  of  draining  Barrow  at  £360,000 ; 
he  offered  £215,000  free  (gift,  balance  of  £145,000  to 
be  charged  on  land  benefited,  but  his  Bill  did  not 
pass,  39316,  39324. — Valley  of  Barrow  a hot-bed  of 
disease ; draining  would  relieve  lands  from  flooding, 
and  improve  people’s  health,  39316. — First  work  was 
to  remove  obstructions  from  river ; occupiers  could 
not  drain  their  own  farms ; whole  scheme  should  foe 
carried  out  first  by  State,  and  charge  put  on  land 
benefited,  39317-18. — Land  should  'be  taxed  in  propor- 
tion to  advantage  derived ; people  ten  miles  away 
should  be  taxed  lighter,  39319. — Rate  thus  raised  ap- 
plicable to  drainage,  39320. — State  of  Barrow  worse 
than  twenty  years  ago ; what  was  then  good  grazing 
not  warth  2s.  6d.  an  acre  now,  39321. — It  was  flooded 
annually,  and  sand  carried  on  to  meadow,  so  that 
no  beast  would  eat  the  grass  ; people  got  relief  in  an 
exceptionally  dry  year,  39322.— Witness  g-ave  evi- 
dence before  Commission  on  Arterial  Drainage, 
39323. 

W ood-Ca'rving. 

Wood-carving  class  attended  by  carpenters’  ap- 
rentices  and  farmers’  sons ; the  latter  obtained 
nowledge  of  use  of  tools,  and  were  enabled  to  make 
carts  and  many  useful  farm  implements ; wood-carv- 
ing also  taught  with  view  of  reviving  it  as  cottage 
industry,  39461. 


Garryglass. 


Agricultural  Snows. 


In  Garryglass  the  estate  was  sold  to  tenants,  and 
there  wer©  300  acres  of  untenanted  land  ; on  eve  of 
sale  these  300  acres  were  divided  amongst  four  people 
who  had  other  land  ; protest  was  made,  and  one  sur- 
rendered his  allotment  to  Estates  Commissioners ; an- 
other had  since  done  so,  and  it  was  hoped  the  others 
would  follow ; transaction  carried  on  by  local  branch 
of  United  Irish  League,  who  were  negotiating  sale 
through  Estates  Commissioners,  39305-9. — There  was 
a farm  of  180  acres  in  Timahoe  which  the  owner  was 
willing  to  sell,  and  the  Foster  Estate  in  Ballyroan 
townland  was  about  to  be  sold ; there  were  eight 
small  holdings  on  estate,  and  owner  was  willing  do 
sell  to  Estates  Commissioners ; if  purchased  small 
holder’s  rights  to  economic  holdings  should  be  recog- 
nised ; there  were  75  holdings  under  10  acres  in  town- 
lands  of  Stradfoally  and  Timogue ; 210  acres  avail- 
able for  relief  of  congestion,  39314.— Thirty  uneco- 
nomic holdings  in  Abbeyleix  Union  and  600  acres  un- 
tenanted land  in  landlord’s  hands  let  on  eleven 
months’  system  ; efforts  to  purchase  lands  had  failed, 
now  being  urged  on  behalf  of  sixty  labourers  that  a 
recommendation  be  made  to  Estates  Commissioners 
J°  buy  land  for  distribution ; a number  of  tenants 
had  been  evicted  25  years  ago  .and  should  be  restored, 
TQ/ici - — Districts . mentioned  should  be  scheduled, 
59461. — Witness  in  favour  of  purchase  of  grass  lands 
where  required  to  raise  uneconomic  holdings  to  eco- 
nomic limit,  39310. — In  some  unions  there  were  enough 
grass  lands  for  requirements  without  going  outside, 
m others  not,  39312-3. 


Compulsory  Powers. 

Compulsory  powers  needed  to  acquire  laud  on  just 
terms  would  go  a long  way  towards  bettering  condi- 
tion of  people ; County  Councils  should  have  compul- 
sory powers  to  acquire  waste  .and  mountain  land  for 
le-anorestation,  that  is,  mountain  where  no  grazing 
uguts  existed  ; 63,662  acres  waste  bog  and  mountain 
m Queen’s  County,  39314. 


Re-aitohestation. 

®‘ve  c°utinuous  employment  • to  certa. 
number,  improve  health,  and  add  to  National  wealth 
be  carried  out  as  a National  work  with  fr 
at,  v tJiree*foupths  of  outlay,  one-fourth  to  be  le 
3 charge  met  by  royalty  on  timber,  39314-.6. 


At  Agricultural  -Society’s  shows  certain  classes  not 
asked  to  pay  subscription ; poor  man  got  every  en- 
couragement ; special  section  for  clean  cottages  and 
best  managed  farm  largely  availed  of ; competition 
active ; principal  prize  for  cow  at  show  taken  by  man 
from  neighbourhood  of  Abbeyleix  with  only  two 
acres,  39461. 


Documents  ‘put  in  by  Mr.  P.  A.  Meehan. 

A.  — Description  of  Untenanted  Land  on 

Vesci  Estate, 

B.  — Small  Holders  in  Abbeyleix, 

C.  — Condition  of  Labourers  in  Abbeyleix, 

D.  — A Street  in  Abbeyleix, 
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KELLY,  Rev.  J.  J. 

Cooxe  Estate. 

Coote  Estate  wa3  in  the  parish  of  Ballyfin,  in 
Mountmellick  Union,  area  9,742  acres,  valuation 
£2,739  4s.,  large  portion  very  poor,  thirteen  districts 
with  valuation  under  £5,  five  out  of  eight  holdings 
in  Ballycormao  under  £5  valuation,  39326-7. — Thirty- 
three  holdings  in  Ballyfin  Upper,  22  of  these  under 
£5,  fourteen  holdings  in  Ballylusk,  eight  of  them 
under  £5,  forty-seven  in  Bockra,  twenty-nine  under 
£5  valuation,  nine  in  Ballyfin  Lower,  six  under  £5, 
seventeen  in  Cavan’s  Heath,  eleven  under  £5,  in 
Deerpark  out  of  thirty-four  there  were  eighteen  under 
£5,  thirty-three  in  Trey,  twenty-one  under  £5,  twenty- 
four  in  Knocks,  twenty  under  £5,  eighteen  in  Ross- 
more,  thirteen  under  £5,  twenty-one  in  second  Deer- 
park,  thirteen  under  £5,  twenty-one  in  Sconce 
Upper,  eighteen  under  £5,  twenty-one  in  Sconce 
Lower,  sixteen  under  £5,  7,072  acres  in  all  with  a 
valuation  of  £1,758,  50  per  cent,  of  the  holdings  were 
under  £5,  and  therefore  congested,  people  in  a very 
poor  way,  storm  of  a few  years  ago  that  blew  down 
all  the  timber  on  the  demesnes  saved  people  from 
starvation  by  giving  them  employment  and  fuel, 
39327-8. — Property  in  question  was  in  north-west  of 
Ballyfin  on  southern  slope  of  Slieve  Bloom  Moun- 
tains, 39329. — Formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole, 
Lord  Maryborough,  tenants  better  off  under  him  than 
under  Coote  family,  they  had  free  turbary  and  grazing 
on  mountain,  and  were  not  called  on  so  exactly  lor 
rent,  widows  rent  free  in  some  holdings,  on  transfer 
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KELLY,  Rev.  J.  J. — continued. 

of  estate  Lord  Maryborough,  arranged  that  tenants 
should  not  be  worse  off,  in  point  of  fact  there  was 
little  free  turbary,  and  not  much  mountain  grazing, 
rents  now  exacted  with  great  severity,  39328.— Great 
amount  of  turf  bog,  but  when  tenant  cut  out  his  turf 
bank  he  had  to  provide  for  himself  and  pay  for  turf, 
there  were  113  acres  bog  in  Bockra,  332  in  Trey, 
twenty-six  in  Knocknakeiran ; in  spite  of  that  some 
tenants  had  to  go  to  other  properties  for  bog,  39330-1. 
— 366  acres  at  Deerpark,  thirty-four  acres  at  Cappin- 
rush,  360  acres  at  Redcastle  in  landlord’s  hands, 
principally  under  grass,  Deerpark  was  demesne  land, 
the  others  outside  farms,  one  at  Cappinrusli 
let  on  eleven  months’  system  to  tradesman  and  might 
be  used  to  increase  neighbours’  holdings,  39332-6, 
39350. — When  property  first  came  into  Coote 
family  a reduction  of  4s.  was  given,  then  2s.  6 d., 
then  2s.  ; nothing  given  now  off  rent,  it  was  voluntary, 
not  permanent,  arrangement,  39339-42. — Some  tenants 
had  been  into  court  and  got  large  reduction,  others 
did  not  go  into  court  because  they  were  afraid  of 
landlord,  as  they  worked  for  him,  39343-3a. 

Credit. 

Raising  money  on  accommodation  bills  much  in 
vogue,  many  banks  in  neighbourhood,  witness  had 
tried  to  start  agricultural  bank,  but  it  did  not 
succeed,  too  many  banks  round  about,  39337-8. 

Price  of  Land. 

A year  before  Land  Conference  Sir  A.  Coote  in- 
formed witness  ho  had  got  his  son’s  consent  to  sell 
estate  which  he  wished  to  do,  witness  told  him  tenants 
were  anxious  to  buy,  Sir  A.  Coote  asked  twenty  years’ 
purchase,  though  land  was  only  worth  fourteen  to 
sixteen  years’  purchase,  and  nothing  was  done  at  that 
time,  39344-6. — After  Land  Bill  witness  wrote  to  Sir 
Algernon  asking  if  he  were  willing  to  sell,  twenty-four 
ana  a half  and  twenty-six  and  a quarter  years’  pur- 
chase was  then  asked,  39346-8. — Passing  of  Act  of  1903 
created  the  difference  in  price,  39349. — Re-afforestation 
advisable,  there  was  suitable  land  in  neighbourhood  on 
mountain  slope,  39350-2,  39354. — Not  much  pasture 
on  it,  only  bog,  39353. — Tenants  had  grazing  rights 
on  it  which  were  thetr  only  support  besides  money 
from  America,  39355,  39357. — They  might  give  up 
their  rights  if  they  got  compensation  or  good  land  in 
exchange,  39358. — The  grazing  would  never  be  made 
into  good  land,  39359-60. — Lower  down  at  Trey  there 
was  a little  turbary,  but  not  on  mountain,  39356. 


O’NEILL,  Mu.  JOHN  J. — continued. 

Drumcort. 

Drumgort  electoral  division  had  254  ratings,  129 
of  £5  and  under,  seventy-live  between  £5  and’ £10 
twenty-five  between  £10  and  £15,  twenty-five  over 
£15,  total  area,  4,827  acres,  462  being  bog  in  lan(i_ 
lord’s  possession. 

Drumlish. 

Drumlish  electoral  division  had  610  ratings,  455  0f 
£5  and  under,  123  between  £5  and  £10,  twenty-three 
between  £10  and  £15,  nine  over  £15,  total  area 
4,965  acres,  three  acres  bog. 


Killoe. 

Killoe  electoral  division  had  198  ratings,  121  of  £5 
and  under,  fifty-seven  between  £5  and  £10,  fourteen 
between  £10  and  £15,  six  over  £15,  total  area,  3,799 
acres,  500  acres  bog. — 33,068  acres  total  area  of  these 
seven  divisions,  of  that  2,749  were  bog,  total  valuation 
of  divisions  £12,038  13s.,  and  of  the  bog  in  landlord’s 
hands  £67  8s. 


Character  of  Soil. 

The  land  was  worst  in  Longford,  or  in  Ireland 
badly  situated  as  to  roads  and  passes,  needed 
reclamation  and  improvement,  soil  light  and 
mountainy,  needed  to  be  limed,  no  limestone  quarry 
within  nine  miles,  lime  had  to  be  drawn  across  moun- 
tain from  Granard,  39367. — Portion  of  bogs  mentioned 
was  cut-away,  all  in  landlord’s  possession;  plenty  of 
turbary  on  estate  except  in  Drumlish  division, 
39368-9. 


Draining  and  Liming  needed. 

Land  needed  draining  and  then  liming,  if  district 
were  scheduled  tenants  would  get  facilities  for  this, 
farmers  would  do  labour  themselves  with  their 
families,  no  employment  at  present,  and  young  men 
emigrated,  39370-2. — Killasliee  not  included  in  dis- 
tricts mentioned,  it  was  one  of  the  richest  districts 
in  County  Longford,  39373-4. 


Scheduling. 


O’NEILL,  Mr.  JOHN  J. 


Longford  Union. 

Witness’s  farm  was  at  Drumlish,  County  Longford, 
size  thirty-two  acres,  rent  £8,  valuation  £10, 
39361-6.—  Longford  Union  consisted  of  eighteen  elec- 
toral divisions,  seven  of  which  should  be  scheduled, 
39367,  39388. 


Aghaboy. 

Number  of  ratings  in  Aghaboy  division  was  360, 
224  of  £5  valuation  and  under,  ninety-eight  between 
£5  and  £10,  twenty-four  between  £10  and  £15,  four- 
teen over  £15  ; 3,693  acres,  of  which  thirty-nine  were 
bog  in  Aghaboy,  39367. 


Ballinamuck. 

Balliuaniuck  East  electoral  division  had  219  ratini 
of  which  101  valued  at  £5  and  under,  seventy-sevs 
between  £5  and  £10,  twenty-three  between  £10  ar 
£15,  eighteen  over  £15,  total  area  5,005  acres,  402  acr 
of  bog ; Ballinamnck  West  electoral  division  had  4] 
ratings,  277  of  £5  and  under,  102  between  £5  an 
£J9,  eight  over  £10,  total  area,  5,792  acres,  734 
which  were  bog,  39367.— Mistake  that  there  wet 
thirteen  holdings  valued  up  to  £100,  39375. 

Bueanrisk. 

Breanrisk  electoral  division  had  444  ratines  2f 
at'  £5,  132  between  £5  and  £10,  twenty-two  betwee 
£10  and  £15,  six  over  £15,  39^-TttghTSJSiC 
were  thirteen  between  £100  and  £200,  39376 —Tot' 
erea,  4,984  acres,  606  of  those  bog,  39367. 


The  seven  divisions  mentioned  as  requiring  schedul- 
ing were  in  north-west  of  the  county  adjoining 
Leitrim,  land  was  worse  than  in  Leitrim,  39377-81. 


Sub-division. 

formerly  larger,  had  been  much  sub- 
divided by  predecessors  of  present  holders,  little  sub- 
™sion  now,  good  provision  against  it  in  Land  Act, 
39382-5. — Roads  neglected,  a number  were  not  on 
county  books,  so  could  not  be  repaired  unless  they 
were  put  up  as  new  works,  to  which  County  Council 
objected,  as  rates  were  going  up  so  rapidly,  39386. 


Re-afforestation. 

No  woods  in  district,  witness  suggested  that  when 
landlords  wfero  purchased  out  tenants  should  be 
encouraged  to  drain  and  plant  bogs,  as  there  were 
more  than  enough  for  turbary,  39387. 


land  Available  for  Relief  of  Congestion. 

There  were  400  acres  in  Colonel  Douglas's  hands, 
let  out  on  eleven  months’  system,  Estates  Commis- 
sioners should  not  sanction  sale  of  his  estate  unless 
he  sold  out  those  grazing  ranches,  39389.— Five  or  six 
grazing  ranches  in  Longford  Union  belonging  to  Mr. 
^n-rnn  eas^  Lnd  places  for  surplus  population, 
39390-1.— There  should  be  compulsory  sale  of  on- 
tenanted  land  for  allotments  and  provision  of 
economic  holdings,  39301. 
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FRANKS,  Mr.  HARRY. 

Turbary  on  Coote  Estate. 

Witness’s  father  became  agent  for  Coote  Estate  in 
1905,  when  Rev.  Sir  A.  Coote  succeeded  his  brother, 
39394. — Bogs  at  that  time  wanted  draining;  landlord 
offered  to  drain  them  if  tenants  would  pay  Is.  a perch 
for  turf,  instead  of  having  it  free,  as"  heretofore ; 
they  agreed,  and  bogs  were  now  kept  drained  ; money 
paid  for  turf  did  not  cover  annual  expense,  39394-5. 
—Men  employed  to  carry  out  drainage  at  so  much 
a perch ; more  turbary  got  now,  and  in  an  easier 
manner,  39395a. 


Rent  and  Valuation. 

Rent  becoming  due  on  1st  May  was  called  for  on 
1st  November ; very  often  not  paid,  39396. — Gale 
days,  1st  May  and  1st  November,  except  in  Ballyfin, 
where  they  were  25th  March  and  29th  September ; 
rent  then  collected  was  due  six  months  before,  39397- 
8. — Sir  A.  ’Coote  employed  fifty  tenants  on  Ballyfin 
Demesne,  sixty-four  at  Deerpark ; wages  bill  for 
twelve  months  was  £2,300,  39398. — Tenants  never 
prevented  from  going  into  court  to  settle  rents  ; they 
were  urged  to  when  -they  complained  of  rents ; it 
was  more  satisfactory  for  agent  than  settling  out  of 
court ; going  into  court  did  not  affect  their  employ- 
ment by  landlord ; some  had  gone,  and  witness  ex- 
pressed his  approval ; rents  on  estate  were  not  high  ; 
in  one  case  Land  Commission  fixed  higher  rent  than 
had  been  paid  before,  39399-408. — Poor  Law  valua- 
tion all  over  Ireland  was  generally  above  rent ; on 
Ballyfin  section  of  Coote  Estate  rent  was  £1,659  19s. 
Id.,  valuation  £2,011  4s.,  or  £351  4s.  5 d.  above  rent, 
which  represented  21  per  cent.  ; on  Maryborough 
portion  valuation  was  £3,097  19s.,  rent  £2,676  18s. 
3 cl,  valuation  £421,  or  16  per  cent,  above  rent ; in 
Graigue  portion  valuation  was  £1,890,  rent  £1,370 
8s.  Ad.,  valuation  £519  11s.  above  rent,  or  38  per 
cent. ; whole  Coote  Estate  rents  were  24  3 ’5  per 
cent,  less  than  Poor  Law  valuation ; on  Matthew 
M'Loughlin’s  holding  of  28  acres  3 roods  36  perches 
rent  was  £7  19s.,  valuation  £9  15s.  ; rent  was  fixed 
by  consent  at  £8  7s.  lid.,  but  on  appeal  on  question 
of  improvements  was  settled  at  £7  10s..  39405-7. — 
Holding  of  Finton  Moore,  Cavan’s  Heath,  area  was 
10  acres  18  perches,  rent  £2  16s.,  valuation  £3,  rent 
fixed  at  £2  7s.  6 d.,  39409. — Cases  not  selected,  simply 
taken  from  ledger,  very  few  tenants  went  into  court, 
39410. — John  Rafter’s  holding  at  Ballylusk,  area  139 
acres,  rent  £48,  valuation  £57  15s.,  rent  fixed  at  £50 
17s.  Id.,  notice  of  appeal  served,  and  rent  fixed  by 
consent  at  £48,  39411. 

Farms  on  Coote  Estate. 

Sir  A.  Coote  had  farm  at  Deerpark,  nearly  all 
demesne,  laid  out  in  artificial  lakes ; Redcastle  Farm 
was  worked  in  conjunction  with  it,  being  a grass 
farm,  of  which  ,a  large  portion  was  tilled ; if  main 
farms  were  taken  away  opportunities  for  giving  em- 
ployment would  be  restricted  ; great  amount  of  the 
Deerpark  under  tillage,  large  portion  under  woods 
and  lakes ; a third  available  for  farming ; large 
number  of  stall  cattle  raised  required  root  crops, 
39412-15. — .Figures  given  by  Father  Kelly  re  pur- 
chase negotiations  were  correct ; Ballyfin  tenants,  in 
conjunction  with  Maryborough  West  tenants,  subse- 
quently offered  to  buy  on  following  terms : — reduc- 
tion of  existing  rents  by  15  per  cent.  ; they  would 
then  purchase  at  eighteen  years’,  which  represented 
11s.  in  the  £ reduction,  and  was  refused  by  Sir  A. 
Coote ; no  further  negotiations  with  that  section 
since;  on  Reary  portion  of  estate  purchase  agree- 
ments signed  .at  twenty-three  years’  purchase  of  first 
term  rents,  twenty-six  of  second  term ; in  Derry- 
gnile,  23|  years’  purchase  of  first  term  rents,  twentv- 
nve  of  second  term  rents,  39416. 


Improvements  of  Sir  A.  Coote. 

A-  a good  landlord,  resided  in  counti 

year>  ,aTld  sPent  hi®  money  ther 
nr  7i~ZTd  not  ltreat  ten’aJ'is  with  severity,  39395 
-ms  father  had  provided  town  of  Mountrath  wii 
39416  SUpply  at  ll,s  own  exPense  i it  cost  £1,00 


AIRD,  Mr.  JAMES  J. 

Technical  Instruction. 

Witness  resided  at  Maryborough,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
struction Committee,  39418-9. — Technical  schemes 
administered  by  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
struction Committee  cost  £950  a year  for  whole 
county,  39419-21. — £460  came  from  rates,  £460 
from  Department’s  funds,  £30  from  class  fees,  etc.  ; 
expenditure — salary  of  itinerant  instructor  in  manual 
work  £150,  of  itinerant  instructress  in  domestic 
economy  and  of  instructress  attached  to  Stradbally 
Residential  School  of  Domestic  Economy,  £185  ; ex- 
penses of  instructors  and  their  classes  £125 ; boys’ 
scholarships,  £150  ; girls’  scholarships,  £225  ; Strad- 
bally Woodcarving  Class,  £25 ; general  administra- 
tion, £90,  39422-3. — Inspector  went  round  and  took 
classes ; great  interest  taken  in  all  classes ; keen 
competition  where  prizes  were  offered,  39424. — In- 
structor gave  courses  of  four  or  six  weeks,  then  went 
to  next  district  that  had  applied  ; five  rural  districts 
in  county,  each  got  pro  rata  share  of  services  of  manual 
instructors,  as  they  desired  them,  according  to  their 
liability,  39425-6. — Attendance  at  manual  classes  fair  ; 
very  good  in  some  districts,  39427. — Classes  had  been 
going  on  for  four  years,  39428. — Not  much  result  seen 
at  present ; lads  often  broke  away  from  school,  39429. 
— Boys  trained  to  make  models,  draw,  and  use  tools  ; 
drawing  taught  in  schools  less  practical,  39431-4. — : 
Useful  to  learn  to  use  tools,  even  if  boys  were  not 
going  to  be  carpenters,  39435. — Most  vital  subjects 
slowest  in  results  ; for  instance  the  scholarships  for 
higher  education  ; boys  whose  parents  could  not  afford 
to  send  them  to  secondary  schools  were  assisted  ; no 
secondary  school  at  Maryborough ; they  either  lodged 
at  the  centre  or  went  by  train ; some  technical 
instruction  given  in  secondary  schools,  39436-40. 
— Agricultural  schemes  cost  £1,751 ; £689  payable 
from  rates,  £1,062  from  Department ; details  of  ex- 
penditure were — £325  for  itinerant  instructor  in 
agriculture,  £270  of  which  was  paid  by  Department 
(in  remaining  schemes  five-ninths  paid  by  Depart- 
ment), on  poultry  £162  was  expended ; on  butter- 
making, £112 ; on  horticulture,  £149 ; cottage  and 
farm  prizes,  £121 ; in  live  stock  schemes  there  were 
eighty  nominations  to  mares  at  £2  each ; eighteen 
premiums  to  bulls  at  £15  each ; subsidies  to  county 
and  two  local  shows,  £150  ; administrative  expenses, 
£212  ; annual  contribution  from  rates  £1,000,  from 
Department,  £1,522,  39423. 


Poultry. 

Poultry  scheme  well  taken  up  ; dropped  temporarily 
by  County  Committee,  but  there  were  so  many  applica- 
tions that  it  was  put  on  again,  39429. — Some  had 
thought  instruction  not  practical  enough,  others  that 
they  knew  more  than  instructor,  39430. — Scheme 
dropped  on  account  of  insufficient  money ; when  it 
was  re-established  money  was  not  taken  from  that 
allotted  to  agriculture,  but  from  a balance ; instruc- 
tion created  interest,  showed  people  breeds  not  kept 
before,  and  made  markets,  39441. 


Bulls. 

Premiums  for  bulls  had  always  been  taken  up, 
39442. — Committee  selected  bulls  at  Spring  Show  with 
Department  official,  39443. 


Agricultural  Shows. 

Smaller  farmers  did  not  benefit  much  by  schemes  ; 
they  did  not  always  have  cattle  or  horses  ; they  could, 
however,  use  educational  and  poultry  schemes  ; latter 
advocated  as  the  poor  man’s  scheme,  39444. — Classes 
at  county  shows  that  poorest  could  show  in ; show 
committee  anxious  for  them  to  compete,  but  they  had 
no  cattle,  only  small  things  like  poultry  to  compete 
with,  39446-7A,  39449. — Hard  to  devise  scheme  for 
everyone ; man  with  £10  valuation  so  poor  he  might 
not  have  beast  for  his  own  use ; no  benefit  to  have 
special  class  for  such  a man ; prizes  given  for  farms 
and  neat  cottages,  with  result  that  there  had 
been  great  improvements,  39448. — Increase  of  til- 
lage expected  under  system  of  agricultural 
education,  39450. — Scheme  had  not  caused  increase 
in  witness’s  county ; it  was  a tillage  county — land 
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not  fit  for  grazing,  39451-2. — -Difficult  to  get  in- 
structors ; more  interest  would  be  taken  in.  schemes  if 
there  were  local  men  who  could  act  as  instructors, 
-39453-4. — Ploughing  match  got  up  last  year  by  Agri- 
cultural Society  a great  success,  39455. — Some  of  the 
mountain  holdings  were  ploughed,  others  were  done 
with  spade,  39456. — Could  not  be  done  otherwise ; 
people  too  poor  to  get  implements,  39457. 


KIRWAN,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 

Scotland ; sufficient  land  in  district  to  give  all  a 
portion  on  which  to  make  living,  39479-81,  39484. 

State  Purchase  of  Land. 

Where  there  were  a number  of  uneconomic  holdings 
and  number  of  grazing  lands  in  a district.  State  should 
purchase  the  grazing  lands  to  raise  holdings  to 
economic  standard,  39485. 


Compulsory  Purchase. 

Compulsory  purchase  of  untenanted  land  one  solu- 
tion of  problem  of  congestion  ; price  paid  by  tenants 
for  land  too  high ; someone  should  be  appointed  to 
safeguard  ratepayers ; county  council  the  natural 
authority,  39458-9. — Tenants  should  be  put  on  land  in 
position  to  live;  at  present  men  purchased  at  high 
price  to  get  temporary  relief  ; they  could  not  continue 
to  pay  exorbitant  annuities ; the  land  purchase  was 
leading  to  taxation  of  general  public ; taxpayers  the 
ultimate  security,  and  should  have  some  safeguard, 
-39460-1. 


■GUILFOYLE,  Mr.  JOHN  J. 


Bl.JEN,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Uneconomic  Holdings  in  Aghaboe  Parish. 

In  Aghaboe  Parish  there  were  204  uneconomic  hold- 
ings under  15  acres ; in  districts  of  Kilbreedy,  Bord- 
well,  and  Brockagh  -there  were  thirty-two  families  on 
75  acres,  in  Aghaboe  and  Kilderrig  seventeen  families 
living  on  72  acres ; in  Ballycuddy  Wood  and  Spring- 
field  forty-two  families  living  205  acres ; in  Boherard 
Garryduff,  and  Clough  twenty  families  on  109  acres' 
in  Carrickdroclc,  Knockfin  and  Boston,  12  families  on 
63  acres ; in  Whitepark  and  Granstown  eleven  families 
on  77  acres ; in  Ballacolla,  Coolderry,  and  Ballygar- 
van,  70  families  on  84  acres,  39488. 


Monamondra  and  Errill. 

Monamondra  and  Errill  townlands  were  in  Roscrea 
No.  3 Rural  District;  Monamondra  contained  429 
acres  1 rood  34  perches ; valuation  £192  ; population, 
85  in  1889,  56  in  1901 ; there  were  eight  uneconomic 
holdings,  valuation  varying  from  10s.  to  £10 ; Errill 
contained  377  acres  3 roods  23  perches ; many  small 
holders  under  £10  valuation ; population,  exclusive 
of  village,  60  in  1881,  50  in  1001,  39464-6.— Popula- 
tion of  village  118  in  1901,  39467. — There  was  a rural 
part  of  Errill  and  a village,  39468.— Many  small 
holders  in  Garryduff,  Clonmore,  Rossmore,  and 
Borohaun  townlands  in  similar  need  of  additional 
land  to  enlarge  holdings ; steps  should  be  taken  to 
provide  land,  and  parcel  it  out  amongst  holders, 
XQdfiQ 


Untenanted  Land. 

There  were  about  400  acres  of  untenanted  grass 
lands  m neighbourhood,  on  estates  of  Mr.  Hamilton 
Stubber,  39470-2. — Negotiations  going  on  at  present 
Toann611  ^fothber  and  Estates  Commissioners, 

39472.— There  were  also  600  acres  belonging  to  Lord 
■ Castletown,  and  some  already  divided  belonging  to 
r^r-  .Hopkins,  39474. — Some  land  was  let  in  conacre  by 
Lord  Castletown  to  tenants  in  Tipperary,  and  some  to 
tenants  with  economic  holdings,  39475-6.— Land  should 
be  acqmred  by  Estates  Commissioners  or  other 
authority  and  parcelled  out  to  raise  uneconomic 
holdings  to  economic  standard,  39477.— Enough  land 
in  neighbourhood  to  do  this,  39473.— No  room  for 
importation  of  persons  from  other  parts  of  the 
country ; existing  holders  would  object  to  that  until 
their  own  wants  were  supplied,  39472. 


KIRWAN,  Mn.  PATRICK. 


Borris-in-Ossory. 

There  w.e™  2>.227  IHsh  acres  untenanted  land  i 
and  around  Borris-m-Ossory,  39479.— It  was  good  lan< 
le„  on  eleven  months  system,  and  consisted  of  fourtee 
28°  acres  5 Kilcoke,  300  acres ; Ki 
purcell,  100  acres;  Doon,  180  acres;  Curraghmor 
WalR^rV  M°“aVv100  acres'  hismore,  140  acre 

Si,  5~lh?Sls'-1S!  ■<*«•:  stem,- 

™neVr,o’  25  acres  > Castleflemmg,  50  acres : R-« 

Fifty  or  sixty  labourers  in  district  who  fouml 
ment  cutting  turf,  saving  hay  etc  ■ . Pi0: 

Hard  to  ■»»!»  . living ; ftly  £ go  ‘tX'S  i 


Untenanted  Land. 

Amount  of  untenanted  land  available  in  Aghaboe 
Parish  for  enlargement  of  holdings  to  economic 
standard  was  1,361  acres,  set  on  eleven  months  system ; 
also  415  acres  non-residential  land,  set  on  eleven 
months  system ; also  195  acres  in  Kilbreedy  and  Bord- 
well ; 500  acres  in  Aghaboe  and  Kildellig ; 200  acres 
in  Ballycuddy  Wood  and  Springfield;  25  acres  in 
Boherard,  Garryduff,  and  Clough ; 200  ’ acres  in 
Carrickrock,  Knockfin  and  Boston  ; 241  acres  in  Balla- 
coola  and  Coolderry  District,  39488. 

Emigration. 

In  some  families  there  were  four  or  five  boys  who 
had  nothing  to  do  but  emigrate ; it  often  ended  in 
the  whole  family  going  away,  and  houses  were  allowed 
to  fall,  39488. — Enlargement  of  holdings  would  pre- 
vent emigration,  39490. 

State  Purchase  of  Land. 

State  should  purchase  grazing  farms  and  allot  them 
to  small  holders  to  raise  holdings  to  economic  standard, 
3S489. — People  would  tiR  the  extra  land  if  thev  got 
it,  39491-2.  ’ 


Drainage  of  Waste  Land. 

There  was  a large  tract  of  waste  land  a mile  eastward 
of  Rathdowney  and  Errill,  39493. — It  was  flooded  all 
toe  year,  39494. — No  grazing  rights  on  it,  39495.— 
Had  never  been  cultivated,  was  boggy  and  marshy, 
39497. — Could  be  reclaimed  if  water  were  carried 
away,  39498. — Place  should  be  drained,  and  so  give 
which  was  much  needed  in  locality, 
39496.  In  1884  people  tried  to  form  drainage  board, 
and  spent  £200  in  maps  and  surveys  ; two  landlords 
opposed  it ; so  it  fell  through,  39495. 

Report  on  District  Proposed  for  Drainage,  with 
Estimate  of  Cost. 

Inspector  of  Board  of  Public  Works  reported  on  dis- 
tm-as  i°ii°W3  : —District  situated  partly  in  Counties 
of  Tipperary,  Kilkenny,  and  Queen’s  County,  in  Bar- 
onies of  Slieveardagb,  Galmoy,  and  Clarmallagh ; ex- 
tended from  south-east  of  Urlingford,  along  River 
Loul,  by  west  of  Johnstown,  till  it  joined  Erkina  a 
mile  eastward  of  Rathdowney,  to  Durrow  Bridge,  near 
its  junction  with  the  Nore;  included  low-lying  lands 
along  these  rivers,  covered  with  water  in  winter, 
forming  at  lower  end  immense  lake  for  greater  part  of 
year ; rain  basin  measured  at  outfall  of  district  90,709 
acres ; twenty-seven  miles  of  main  channels  proposed 
to  be  improved;  nine  miles  of  branch  streams  and 
drams  ; estimated  cost,  £32,596  ; extent  of  land  to  be 
improved,  4,783  acres  2 roods  25  perches ; present 
value  of  land,  £1,073  15s.  3d. ; estimated  increase  in 
value,  £1,956  2s.  3d.;  average  increase  in  annual 
value,  8s.  2d.  an  acre ; yielding  return  of  six  per 
cent,  on  cost  of  works  ; deepening  and  widening  of 
channels  and  rivers  proposed,  and  removal  of  bed  of 
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rock  at  outfall  in  demesne  at  Durrow,  also  removal  of 
mill  at  Urlingford,  lowering  mill  at  Newtown,  re- 
building and  underpinning  bridges ; alterations 
suggested  would  cost  £29,917,  39495. 


DELANEY,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 


Enlargement  of  Holdisgs. 

Two  hundred  acres  of  untenanted  land  .should  be 
taken  up  and  divided  amongst  the  small  holders. 
39519. — Witness  did  not  mean  a farm  should  be  broken 
up ; untenanted  land  should  be  divided  to  make 
economic  holdings ; one  man  could  not  even  rear  a 
calf  on  his  holding,  39520. 


Land  Available  for  Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Witness  agreed  with  Mr.  Meehan’s  evidence  in  re- 
gard to  condition  of  Queen’s  County,  and  means  of 
remedying  congestion ; if  so  small  an  area  as  electoral 
division  were  taken,  there  were  sufficient  untenanted 
or  grazing  lands  to  remedy  congestion  in  those 
divisions ; not  sufficient  land  if  county  were  taken  as 
a whole,  39499. — Land  on  Stubber  and  Castletown 
property  the  best  in  Queen’s  County,  though  not  in 
all  Ireland ; enough  untenanted  land  there,  let  on 
eleven  months  system,  to  remedy  congestion  in  whole  of 
county,  39504.— County  as  a whole  should  be  sche- 
duled, 39520. 

Migration. 

Migration  from  one  part  of  the  county  to  another 
would  have  to  be  resorted  to,  but  not  out  of  county ; 
migrants  would  not  be  objected  to — there  were 
thousands  of  acres,  39499,  39501-4. -^-Number  of  evicted 
tenants  who  would  be  glad  of  equivalent  holdings  in 
'other  districts,  39504. 

Size  of  Economic  Holding. 

Farm  of  less  than  twenty  acres  not  .economic  in 
Queen’s  County,  excluding  waste  and  flooded  lands, 
which  were  extensive,  39499. — Holdings  were  rented 
at  18s.  to  20s.  an  Irish  acre,  39500. 

Arterial  Drainage. 

Necessity  for  arterial  drainage  well  proved  by  re- 
ports of  Commissioners ; no  county  suffered  more  from 
flooding ; case  of  Rivers  Barrow,  Erkina,  and  Goul 
a special  grievance ; agricultural  condition  could  not 
be  remedied  till  arterial  drainage  was  improved;  re- 
afforestation also  important,  but  arterial  drainage 
came  first,  39504. 

Coote  Estate. 

Coote  property  very  pool',  though  there  had  not 
been  many  evictions  or  hardships  ; tenants  of  Kyle 
Estate  had  got  30  to  35  per  cent,  reductions ; Mr. 
Franks  had  avoided  quoting  this  portion  of  the 
property,  39504. 


Size  of  Economic  Holding. 

A man  could  live  on  ten  good  acres ; thirty  acres- 
no  use  if  valuation  were  only  £8,  39519. 


M'ATEER,  Rev.  J. 

Kilmeagoe  North. 

Witness  came  in  reference  to  some  townlands  in- 
parish of  Allen,  County  Kildare,  39522-3. — 
Kilmeague  North  Electoral  Division  contained  115 
holdings  under  £5  valuation ; there  was  practi- 
cally no  untenanted  land,  but  there  were  large  tracts 
of  bog ; difficulty  just  now  in  negotiation  for  sale  was 
principally  in  reference  to  turbary ; sixty  or  seventy 
families  with  only  an  acre  of  land  depended  on  sale  of 
turf ; owner  (Miss  Aylmer)  wished  to  sell  bog ; 
Estates  Commissioners  could  not  'advance  money  on 
it  because  bog  was  not  security  ; it  was  thought  she- 
might  sell  to  someone  else  who  would  put  prohibi- 
tive price  on  turf  banks ; trustees  asked  for  to  take 
up  -hog ; Commissioners  would  advance  money  if  they 
could  get  trustees  to  be  responsible ; trustees  could 
only  -be  got  if  price  were  very  small,  39523-4. 

Feighcullbn. 

Feigheullen  Electoral  Division  oontained  twenty- 
four  holdings  under  £5  valuation,  250  .acres  un- 
tenanted  land,  39523. — Land  was  now  being  handed 
over  to  Estates  Commissioners ; witness  understood 
a large  portion  had  been  obtained  by  a man  from 
Mayo ; people  would  object  to  that  while  there  were 
so  many  small  holdings  in  division,  30524. 

Poverty  of  Districts. 

Ratlieman  had  forty-four  holdings  under  £5,  and 
200  or  300  acres  untenanted  land,  39524. — Roberts- 
town  had  ninety-six  holdings  under  £5,  and 
no  untenanted  land,  39524. — These  townlands  were  as 
poor  as  possible,  and  as  much  congested  as  any  place ; 
no  congestion  elsewhere  in  county,  and  therefore 
authorities  did  not  take  it  up,  39525-9. — Tenants  had 
no  means  of  livelihood  except  turf,  39529. — Districts 
were  being  inspected  by  Estates  Commissioners,  39530. 


STANLEY,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Witness’s  Farm. 

mn^tness's  folding  at  Garrison  Errill  consisted  of 
100  acres ; rent  £95,  valuation  £129  ; rent  likely  to 
be  reduced,  39506-12. 


CULLETON,  Mr.  LOUIS. 

Scheduling  of  Mountmellick. 

Witness  agreed  with  evidence  of  Mr.  Meehan  and 
Mr.  Delaney  that  portions  of  Mountmellick  district 
should  be  scheduled,  39532. 


Untenanted  Land. 

Witness  agreed  with  Mr.  Delaney,  Mr.  Kirwan,  anc 
"ir.  Uuilfoyle,  that  there  was  enough  land  withii 
Itoscrea  No.  3 Rural  District  to  remedy  the  conges 
2® » ,a  large  amount  of  land  round  Errill,  on  Mr 
otuber  s and  Lord  Castletown’s  properties,  enough  h 
remedy  congestion  round  Errill,  39512.— Lord  Castle 
town  s property  was  at  Errill  and  Lisduff,  39513. 

Stubber  Estate. 

??  Stubber  Estate  there  was  not  so  much  land  afte: 
Dri o Ji?n had,keen  reinstated;  high  purchas- 
L ro  , 8reed  to  on  this  estate  on  account  of  promis 
to  KT  eJ}cted  tenants  and  sell  untenanted  lam 
Commissioners  for  division  amongst  un 
Riders,  39513,  39518.-Agreement  not  ye 
bagreri’nbwo  Estates  Commissioners  had  been  on  estate 
beef"”  r,,0uld  be  brol“n  lf  outsiders  were  brought  in 
W1re  tlurty-six  holders  on  property- 
39516  £1°  Valuatlon-  39514.— Estate  not  extensive 


Draining  of  River  Barrow. 

Bed  of  River  Barrow  silted  up  near  Drummond  ; 
for  six  or  seven  miles  it  was  practically  no  river, 
and  flooded  country  when  floods  came;  plenty  of 
land  now  useless  could  'be  made  good  by  cleaning 
river,  39532-3. 

Sale  of  Land. 

Sale  of  land  difficult  through  complication  of  law ; 
difficult  to  simplify  title;  tenants  anxious  to  buy 
and  landlords  anxious  to  sell,  but  could  do  nothing 
because  of  complications ; large  price  of  twenty- 
three  years’  purchase  offered  in  Mountmellick  dis- 
trict ; some  were  first  and  some  second  term  tenants ; 
first  term  tenants  would  -have  to  give  more ; land- 
lady -offered  reduction,  but  seven  or  eight  were  con- 
cerned in  it,  and  it  could  not  be  sold  unless  some 
State  body  took  -it  up  ; Congested  Districts  Board 
could  buy  it  if  two-thirds  signed  for  it,  39533-5. — 
Compulsory  sale  would  .be  necessary  in  many  cases, 
39537. — Tenants  industrious,  but  unable  to  make 
anything  out  of  their  time,  39533. — Landlords  good 
but  poor,  39536. 
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UNTENANTED  LAND  AVAILABLE  TOR  DIVISION-. 

Much  untenanted  land  in  Donoughmore  Electoral 
Division,  in  Aghaboe,  Kildellig,  Rossmore,  Kil- 
breedy,  G-ranstown,  Bordwell,  Donneycleggan ; also 
many  small  farmers ; sons  and  daughters  of  holders 
of  thirty  or  forty  acres  preferred  emigration  to  going 
into  sen-ice  on  other  little  holdings ; if  grazing 
ranches  were  divided  holdings  could  be  given,  not 
only  to  tenants,  but  to  their  children ; congestion 
would  not  be  increased,  the  tracts  of  land  were  so 
large ; in  one  tract  there  were  only  three  herds  on 
300  acres  of  land,  39538-40. 


Crops. 

Small  holders  had  to  crop  land,  but  were  obliged 
to  put  same  crop  in  too  often,  and  did  not  get  as 
good  results  as  from  rotation,  39540. 


'Road  Required. 

If  road  were  made  through  Akip,  Kilpurcel,  and 
Kilcoke  a tract  of  800  acres  could  be  divided  into 
economic  holdings ; without  a public  road  lands 
could  not  be  divided,  39540. 


Drainage  of  Goul  and  Erkina. 

Witness  was  member  of  committee  for  improving 
and  draining  Rivers  Goul  and  Erkina,  and  knew 
land  well ; had  been  there  as  valuer ; land  closed  by 
floods  for  eight  months  in  the  year ; would  be  closed 
altogether  if  river  went  on  as  at  present ; upper 
part  of  land  worth  £1  ,an  aor©  if  reclaimed ; Lord 
Castletown  the  principal  objector  to  drainage ; other 
landowners  pleased  to  have  it  done  if  occupiers  were 
responsible  for  outlay,  39540.— Lord  Castletown 
wished  to  keep  land  as  duckpond,  and  was  buying 
•estates  to  enlarge  it ; had  recently  purchased  Pil- 
kington.  Estate  over  tenants’  heads ; districts  would 
be  much  damaged  if  he  were  allowed  to  go  on ; 
tenants  had  no  power  over  him  ; witness  put  nomi- 
nal value  of  Is.  an  acre  on  lands  adjoining  rivers, 
and  landlord’s  valuer  concurred;  some  lands  near 
■Cullohill  would  be  worth  no  rent  if  rivers  were  not 
improved  ; if  drainage  were  carried  out  they  would 
average  15s.  an  acre,  39541-2. 


•CONSIDINE,  Mn.  MICHAEL. 


Exnistymon  Rural  District. 

rSe1oSTte<!  ■ ,Enn^tyn>on  Rural  District 
Council  39542— His  evidence  was  confined  to  Ennis- 
tymon  Rural  District,  39544. 


Congestion.— Valuation  of  Holdings. 

In  Annagli  there  ware  twenty-seven  holdings  under 
£4  valuation  .and  132  between  £4  and  £10 ; in  Rally- 
vaskin  there  were  forty-three  under  £4  and  eighty- 
between £4 «md  £10,  39544.— In  OlomSs 
there  were  fifty  holdings  under  £4  and  eighty-one 
£4™Ui  ,£4  a”d  £1°i  Fermoyle  twenty-tlo  ifnder 
befc''reei1  £4  and  £10;  in  Millown  123 
under  £4  and  119  between  £4  and  £10 ; in  Moy  123 
Mder  £4  and  126  between  £4  and  £10 ; in  Bally- 
steen  1.73  under  £4  and  108  between  £4  and  £10 ; In 

f-4  ^fifty-eight  'betweeA  £4 

S^llesgwsllllfn®,fift3'-nine  under  £4 and 
nftyrthree  between  £4  and  £10;  in  Killilagh  twentv 
T^r  £4f  and  thirteen  between  £4  and  £10  f in  Rib 

bmithstown  twenty-nine  under  £4  IZ  ’ • 

between  £4  and  £10  ; dn  Svea  fif+l 

£4  and  eighty  baleen  £4  and  £lof*^  B^lWh 

» and  £10  39548.  Witness’s  “S  otaS 


from  Clerk  of  the  Union  ; difference  between  them 
and  tiie  figures  in  hands  of  Commissioners  might  be 
explained  by  certain  individuals  having  two  hoU 
ings  each,  39545-8.-In  .all  ‘there  were  1,289  holding 
under  £4  valuation  and  1,416  between  £4  and  £m 
39550.— iSixty  per  cent,  of  the  holdings  were  under 
£10;  regarding  holdings  under  £10  as  uneconomic 
60  per  cent,  were  congested.  ’ 


Lands  Available  for  Relief  of  Congestion. 

In  certain  districts  congestion  could  be  easily  r€. 
lieved ; in  Lurriga  there  were  1,535  acres  in  farms  of 
over  100  acres ; in  Kilfenora  there  were  1,507  acres 
and  in  Ennistymon  1,062  .acres  in  farms  over  100 
acres;  in  Killilagh  there  were  2,151  acres  in  such 
farms,  including  some  of  the  best  lands  in  Clare 
39551-2.— These  lands  were  in  the  hands  of  the  land- 
lord, and  mostly  let  on  the  eleven  months’  system 
Mr.  MacNamara  was  landlord  in  Killilagh,  39554 
39556.— All  these  lands  were  in  grass,  39555.— Powu 
lation  of  Killilagh  was  1,074,  with  125  uneconomic 
holdings  under  £4  valuation,  39551.— All  holdings 
undeT  £4  valuation  were  of  the  farming  class,  39557 
—Killilagh,  Cloonanaha  and  Ballysteen  ought  to  lie 
scheduled  congested,  39593,  39610.— Small  holdings  in 
Cloonanaha  were  in  mountainous  land,  39596.— No 
farm  in  Ballysteen  had  more  than  100  acres,  39611.— 
Moy  should  be  scheduled. ; in  Fermoyle  there  did  not 
seem  .to  be  many  holdings  under  £4,  yet  a lot  of 
these  lands  were  available,  39610. — Colonel  Totten- 
ham owned  2,000  acres  of  untenanted  land  in  Fer- 
moyle, which  he  grazed,  witness  thought,  himself, 
39597-600. — Landlords  in  this  Union  would  probably 
be  unwilling  to  part  with  land,  39602-5.— Estates 
Commissioners  should  have  power  to  compel  sales 
that  tlie  land  might  be  added  to  the  small  holdings’ 
39601,  39606. — It  was  immaterial  who  had  the  com- 
pulsory powers,  39507-8.— The  rural  district  could 
supply  a good  deal  of  land  to  relieve  congestion ; the 
acreage  of  farms  over  100  acres  in  each  electoral  di- 
vision was:  Armagh,  772  acres;  Ballyvaskin,  776; 
Cloonanaha,  773;  Fermoyle,  2,909;  Miltown,  381; 
Moy  none;  Ballysteen  none;  Cloughaun,  431; 
Killespuglmane,  221;  Killilagh,  2,151;  Kilshanny, 
Els?aimor>  130  5 Lurrage,  1,535;  Smithstown, 
240;  Ballyea,  1,116;  Bullagh,  127;  Olonney,  801; 
Ennistymon,  1,062 ; Kilfenora,  1,507  ; Maugheri- 
rugh,  854  ; 39612-3. — In  Killilagh  additions  to  hold- 
ings could  he  provided  within  reasonable  distance  of 
present  holdings,  .but  in  that  district  individuals 
would  be  content  to  resign  their  present  holdings  for 
sub-division  among  their  neighbours  if  other  econo- 
mic holdings  were  provided  for  themselves,  39614-5. 


Migrants. 

Such  migrants  would  not  ask  for  .the  tenant-right 
ot  holdings  they  were  leaving  if  they  received  a su- 
perior holding  with  a house,  39616-9.— Value  of  the 
new  house  would  probably  not  equal  the  tenant-right 
resigned,  as  the  latter  was  high,  39620-1. 


Scarcity  of  Tillage  in  County  Clare. 

In  the  grass  country  there  were  few  houses ; the 
poor  people  who  tilled  lived  in  uneconomic  holdings 
on  the  mountains ; the  addition  of  good  land  would 
benefit  them,  39558,  39628-9.— People  of  County  Clare 
had  lost  the  tillage  habit;  they  were  not  ignorant  of 
tillage,  but  labour  was  lacking,  as  the  young  men 
had  to  emigrate,  39561,  39630-2— It  was  no  use 
putting  bad  land  under  grass,  as  it  would  not  fatten 
cattle ; tillage  in  witness’s  district  was  seen  only  on 
+ ’-  because  t)l6  P<x>r  men  could  not  afford  to 

!oL,i  c lan<i’  which  was  all  in  large  farms, 

oy 064-0.— The  reason  the  best  land  was  under  grass 
was  probably  an  historical  one,  39633,  39636. 


J-'.t-t' A RT MEN T OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Department  of  Agriculture  did  little  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood ; itinerant  lecturers  gave  instruction, 
whioh  was  little  use  without  demonstration  plots,  of 
which  there  were  none,  39622-7— Experimental  plots 
would  be  of  little  interest  where  there  was  little  til-, 
age,  39628— People  in  this  district  were  helped  by 
relatives  m America,  39559. 
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CONSIDINE,  Mr.  MICHAEL.— continued. 

B ALLY  GH  ALIKE  BAY;  PROPOSED  BOAT-SLIP. 

Ballyghaline  Bay  was  without  any  harbour  or  ar- 
tificiallanding-place ; thirty  families  lived  theie, 
and  were  dependent  on  the  fishing ; there  was  great 
difficulty  and  danger  in  launching  and  landing  boats 
on  the  beach,  39561,  39574-6.— The  fishermen  used 


MacNAMARA,  Mr.  HENRY,  V.— continued. 

— Witness  was  on  good  terms  with  his  tenants ; he 
found  them  honest ; ha  occasionally  accommodated 
them  with  bills  ; they  generally  met  their  obligations, 
39639.  ■ 

Quarries. 

Stone  quarries  on  witness’s  estate  paid  about  £150 


canoes  which  they  had  to  carry  up  on  their  backs  a year  in  rents  ; the  most  valuable  were  the  Doonagore 
through  the  rocks,  39577.— Nine  years  ago  the  Rural  Quarries  of  white  sandstone ; it  was  very  hard  stone ; 
Council  engaged  to  contribute  £50  towards  a boat-  some  was  said  to  have  been  used  m new  War  Office 
clin  and  Board  of  Agriculture  promised  a contribu-  m Whitehall ; wages  at  Doonagore  were  £12,000  or 
Hon  - however,  the  Local  Government  Board  said  the  £13,000  a year;  Caherleamagli  Quarry  paid  £1,000 
•Rural  Council  had  no  power  to  contribute  towards  a a year  -in  wages,  and!  some  smaller  quarries  about 
din  but  if  the  County  Council  contributed  £150  the  £1,000  or  £1,500,  39639-43.— The  quarries  were  not 
Local  Government  Board  would  give  a grant  of  all  on  witness’s  estate,  39644. — He  let  his ; Doona- 
£1  200  • the  £160  having  been  granted  by  County  gore  and  Caherlearaagh  quarries  were  worked  by 
Council  the  Local  Government  Board  required  the  English  companies ; smaller  quarries  were  let  to 
sum  to  be  £300,  to  which  they  would  .add  £1,500,  but  witness’s  small  farmers,  sometimes  at  £5  a perch  for 
when  the  £300  was  produced  the  Local  Government  eleven  months,  39645.— The  stone  was  shipped  from 
Board  said  a County  Council  had  no  power  to  make  Liscannor  Harbour,  which  was  in  a bad  state  ; the 
such  a grant,  39561-4,  39571.— The  scheme  was  first  Courny  Council  was  the  harbour  authority,  39645-7. 
initiated  about  ten  years  ago ; these  incidents  had  —The  £12,000  was  chiefly  spent  on  local  labour,  but 
occurred  within  the  last  twelve  months,  39565-6.—  perhaps  included  wages  to  officials  introduced!  to  supei- 
Mr  Bin-ell  had  promised  a Parliamentary  Bill  to  intend  the  work  ; these  officials  spent  their  money  in 
make  the  <n-ant  legal,  39567-70.— It  was  hoped  the  the  distract ; at  first  expert  workers  had  been  antro- 
harbour  would  admit  larger  boats  than  canoes  ; the  duced  to  instruct  local  people  in  dressing  stone,  39648- 
men  desired  larger  boats  ; at  present  the  difficulty  9.— Local  men  were  now  skilled  at  dressing  stone,  and 
of  launching  obliged  the  men  to  be  often  idle  while  earned  20s.  to  30s.  a week,  at  8d.  an  hour ; most  of 
Arran  men  were  fishing,  -39579-80.— Congested  Dis-  them  were  small  farmers  andl  their  sons,  39647,  39650. 
tricts  Board  kept  a .boat  in  readiness  to  take  Arran  Ummu™ 

men’s  fish,  39581. — If  a pier  were  erected  at  Ba-lly- 

ghaline  it  might  -be  used  by  Arran  men  as  convenient  Fishing  was  carried  on  along  the  coast ; the  ques- 
for  markets,  especially  for  Lisdoonvama,  but  they  tion  of  a boat  slip  at  Ballaghaline  had  been  long 
might  still  give  the  fish  to  Congested  Districts  simmering ; a slip  would  create  no  great  wealth,  39561. 
Board’s  boat,  39583-5.— Excellent  mackerel  was  ob-  —A  really  good  harbour,  costing  £20,000  or  £30,000, 
tained  at  Ballyghaline ; there  had  been  several  agents  would  be  of  value  ; Board  of  Works  had  wasted  money 
curing  mackerel  there,  39578.— Mackerel  was  not  a r>n  boat  slips  and  small  harbours  everywhere;  the 
local  market,  39586-7.— Larger  fish,  such  as  cod  and  money  should  have  been  concentrated  on  one  county 


ling,  were  obtained  by  Arran  men  -and  sent  fresh  in 
ice  to  Galway,  39588-90. — Ballyghaline  people  had  no 
transit  facilities,  they  had  to  sell  fish  locally  or  cure 
them,  39590-1. 

Quarries. 

Work  was  obtained  on  quarries  in  .this  district ; 


each  year;  that  spent  round  Clare  coast  should  have 
been  concentrated  on  Liscannor,  where  a regular  trade 
could  have  been  created  and  fisheries  benefited, 
39651-3. — Kelp  was  burned,  and  seaweed  and  manure 
carted  to  Gort  and  sold;  demand  for  Kelp  was  less 
than  formerly,  39653-4. — A golf  links  at  Lahinch 
employed  men  and  boys  as  caddies,  • 39654. — 
— Ennistymon  town  had  improved  within  the  last 


Work  was  obtained  on  quarries  m this  district ; — Ennistymon  town  had  improved  within  the  last 

quarries  were  not  doing  well,  39559. — Since  the  Sham-  twenty  years,  and  had  good  fairs  and  markets  : 
rock  .Stone  Quarries  were  opened  Englishmen  had  population  had  remained  stationary,  39654,  39656-9. 


been  employed  in  the  best  positions ; Irishmen  dress- 
ing curb  received  4 d.  and  6d.  ,an  hour ; Englishmen, 
for  the  same  work  and  time,  got  lOd.  or  Is.  ; Irishmen 


Congestion  and  the  Economic  Holding. 

The  district  generally  was  comparatively  prosperous. 


were  equally  expert,  39791-2,  39706-8. — Stone  was  too  though  population  had  diminished  ; decline  in  popula- 
hai-d  for  Englishmen  to  work,  their  wrists  became  tion  synchronised  with  Land  Acts,  39654-5,  39659-61. 
swollen ; only  Yorkshiremen  could  work  it  success-  — Clare  was  not  a congested  county ; Ennistymon 
fully;  the  majority  of  these  Yorkshiremen  were  oxi-  Rural  District,  with  population  of  18,064,  extended 
ginally  Irishmen  who  miga-ated  to  Yorkshire,  39792-4.  from  Miltown-Malbay  to  Lisdoonvama,  and  from 
— One  hundred  and  twenty  men  had  been  employed  Fisher-street  to  five  miles  beyond  Ennistymon,  39707. 
on  the  quarry  ; there  were  now  about  forty,  mostly  — There  might  ‘be  very  small  areas  of  congestion  in  this 
Irishmen ; the  English  had  left  owing  to  a slump  in  part  of  Clare,  39717. — There  was  no  congestion,  if  the 
the  work ; they  had  refused  to  take  up  a challenge  definition  of  a congested  district  was  the  present  one, 


much  work  as  the 


defining  a congested  district  as  c 


Business  at  the  quarries  was  decreasing;  one  quarry  tion  per  head  was  under  30s.,  and  a fifth  of  the 
had  been,  closed  for  years,  and  another  partially  population  resided  in  the  district,  39722-3. — Witness 
worked  for  two  years ; cost  of  carrying  stone  to  Eng  would  test  congestion  by  the  population  rather  than 
land  was  too  great,  39799-803.  • by  valuation ; the  question  whether  a farm  w;as 


• Witness’s  Estate. 


land  was  too  great,  39799-803.  • by  valuation ; the  question  whether  a farm  was 

economic  should  be  tested  by  the  size  of  the  family, 
39718-9. — Witness  did  not  think  there  was  much  con- 
gestion in  Killilagh;  about  twenty-five  of  the  fifty- 
MacNAMARA,  Mr.  HENRY  V.  seven  holdings  under  £4  valuation  were  half-acre 

holdings  let  by  witness  to  fishermen  for  potato  plots, 

Description  op  Witness's  Estate.  •*  *4  PS™™  ‘ 

land,  39706,  39710. — The  thirty-two  remaining 

Witness  had  resided  at  Ennistymon  for  the  last  holdings  under  £4  valuation  were  farms  each  having 
twenty-five  years  on  an  average  nine  months  two  or  three  cows  and  an  acre  of  tillage,  on  which  a 
in  the  year ; he  owned  about  12,000  acres  iin  farmer  could  live  comfortably ; one  farmer  might 
Eimistymon  and  Ballyvaughan  Rural  Districts,  and  have  more  than  one  holding,  39711-2. — Holders  of 
owned  practically  t-lie  whole  town  of  Ennistymon ; these  farms  could  pay  their  rents  from  the  proceeds 
he  had  about  500  tenants,  occupying  large  grazing  of  the  farm,  without  other  assistance,  39716. — An 
farms,  small  farms,  mixed  farms,  winterage  farms,  economic  rent  was  the  amount  of  rent  the  land  could 

town  parks,  conacre  holdings,  farms  in  rundale ; produce  after  paying  the  worker  of  it  a certain  per- 

there  were  about  550  lettings ; he  had  been  a member  centage,  and  after  paying  for  certain  expenditure  on 
of  Board  of  Guardians  for  twenty-two  years ; for  last  the  farms,  39714. — Congested  Districts  Boards  work 
seven  years  he  had  been  his  own  agent ; in  most  cases  should  not  be  extended,  as  spoon-feeding  was 
ne  employed  Iris  own  tenants  as  rent  receivers,  etc.  ; enervating  to  the  people ; Clare  was  better  without 

management  of  liis  estate  cost  about  3£  per  cent.,  the  Board,  39727-30. — If  the  country  were  let  alone 

39637-8. — A winterage  farm  was  a craggy  farm  of  political  economy  would  settle  for  itself  the  question 
^roestone  formation,  which  could  carry°  cattle  from  of  uneconomic  holdings,  either  through  emigration, 
1st  November  to  1st  May,  without  the  necessity  of  improvement  of  farming,  or  the  coming  of  more  land 
'giving  them  hay,  except  when  snow  was  lying,  39639.  on  to  the  market,  39732-4. 
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MacNAMARA,  Mr.  HENRY,  V.— continued. 

Fiscal  Policy  and  Tillage. 

Free  trade  had  done  much  harm  to  Ireland  ; its 
abandonment  would  cause  produce  to  fetch  better 
prices,  and  the  farmer  would  profit,  39731,  39734-6, 
39741-4. — Extension  of  tillage  would  be  a great 
benefit,  but  was  useless  under  England’s  present  fiscal 
policy,  which  had  killed  tillage  in  Ireland,  39661 — 
Tillage  was  decreasing  in  England  also,  39665. — 
Under  protection  mills  not  now  working  would  be 
started,  and  employ  farmers’  sons ; quarrying  also 
was  a resource,  39737-40. — Protection  was  the  only 
real  remedy  for  congestion,  39745. — Protection  should 
be  extended  to  England  as  well  as  Ireland ; both 
countries  were  under  protection  till  repeal  of  Com 
Laws,  39763,  39770. — Under  protection  Ireland’s 
population  increased  enormously  between  1800  and 
1845,  and  what  evil  protection  caused  in  Great  Britain 
Ireland  escaped,  39764-7— The  tariff  should  be  an 
elastic  one,  39768-9. — Agricultural  industries  would 
result  from  a modified  form  of  protection,  and  capital 
would  be  attracted;  England  and  Ireland  would 
equally,  39772-4.— The  state  of  Ireland  between 
1849  and  1881,  after  the  big  famine,  when  great 
emigrations  took  place,  was  the  state  to  which  the 
creation  of  small  uneconomic  holdings  would  brine 
her  back,  39666-7. — Ireland  was  pre-eminently  a 
pasturage  and  dairying  country,  39670. 

Mistake  to  Break  up  Best  Grazing  Lands. 

...1 V'T  X nl“tate  br«»k  “P  tie  best  grazing  lands  ; 

most  of  the  grass  lands  tn  Killilagli  were  ffret-class 
fattening  lands,  39672-6. — Quality  & Killilagli  lands 
wtlj]  bod  some  farms  in  his  hands 
and  divided  some  of  them ; one  of  100  acres  he  let  ill 
Cnt,0,nJ^6.POrt‘“fi  '’“dm™",  another  to  fisher- 
men  another  to  small  farmers,  and  he  kept  a portion 
m Ins  own  hands ; the  tenants  all  grazed  their 

is  ra?  dg 

did"litttei„Afi1St 

grazing  rathe,  than  tgrimltoai  • “1 

39681^— Mixedhtilfae^le  ^ nieded  no  teaching, 
mended  would  noftft  as . Department  recom- 

- 

tilled;  hills  about  the  ueighbourhood  was 

Colonel  Tottenham’s  Lands 
Cl“Lfli"°w"ch  Ur  CoS  1««U  at 

Tottenham's  h;„*  w.re  °?fo  "e  S,“‘d,w?re  <"  Monel 

most  of  them  wiuM  hT,g nmKiand,  59702,  39706; 
lioldings  ; Colonel  Tottenhanflwi1^1.?  foi‘  en,arging 
meats  ; he  f“ “prOT' 
manure  on  the  land  • bL  ?e  n,  wmter,  and  put 
kind  and  charitable’  he  (Fid  ^UC1.  money>  and  was 
money,  and  had,  witness  tlion^t g6t  ,tt  ?reat  deal  of 
tbe  land  was  in  Colonel  Tntfp^’i  °n.y  two  tenante; 
a part  was  a mountain!  f0  £\  S,  OWI1  hands  ^ 
might  be  used  for  conacre  39703 fi  hl|'’  ,m.uch  of  it 
"•as  excellent  tillage  land  w!c3’f'~;Reola™ed  land 
?rew  good  root  crops,  39706  7?^ed’  and 

have  2,000  acres  in  Ennis+vm™  r?®-  might  ^ Said  to 

JTSfe® ,1B 

Scheme  for  Dealing  with  T .vn  r, 

Over-taxation  of  Ireland  L Question. 
millions,  which  if  ,am°unted  to  about  t,, 

public  purposes’  in  Ireland  be  useful  for 

ea^.r‘g  with  land  question’  h »d  ^ ^ sc-heme  for 

39749-52  °Th  Government  by  to 

Sig-Ti & s^asa 

SSS  w“”ti rd“  “ .phSVs&t' 

,rt  oompnlsory,  3o7«  Jl°Jdmgs  by 

‘ ’ ,3"o3.-On  certain 


MacNAMARA,  Mr.  HENRY,  V. — continued. 

conditions  compulsion  was  to  be  on  the  landlord 
well ; but  the  scheme  was  now  changed,  the  landing 
being  confirmed  in  liis  title  to  his  estates  when  h* 
could  show  title  to  the  property  for  thirty-three  yei« 
preceding  the  transfer  to  the  tenant,  and  having  th* 
right  to  all  royalties,  so  that  the  landlord  would 
a quid  pro  quo  for  the  low  basis,  39754.— This  schema 
was  the  basis  of  the  Act  of  1903;  it  contain  f 
suggestion  of  zones,  39755.  a 

Landlordism. 

Landlords  would  probably  voluntarily  give  grass 
1»¥d5  f“  £eIief  »f  congestion,  if  approached  reazm- 
ably  and  ofiered  reasonable  rents,  39756.— Holders  with 
increased  holdings  should  still  remain  tenants  39757  o 
—So  far  land  purchased  for  small  lioldings  and  actually 
paid  for  amounted  -to  no  more  than  a tenth  of  thl 
land  m Ireland,  39759. — The  purchase  process  was 
unpleasant  for  landlords,  who  got  interest  for  monev 
but  had  five  per  cent,  to  pay  on  charges,  39760-1  — 1 
Witness  did  not  see  that  landlords  must  necessarily 
part  with  their  land  eventually,  39762. -Resident 
landlords  were  valuable  ; witness  himself  spent  in 
Ennistymon  as  much  rent  as  he  got  from  it,  39775  _ 
Abolition  of  existing  landlords  would  mean  the  rise 
of  other  landlords,  39776. -Many  Irish  landlords 
would  probably  soon  leave  the  country,  39790. 

Re- afforestation. 

Re-afforesting  would  afford  needed  shelter  against 
Atlantic  gales,  39686. — It  was  difficult,  but  not  im- 
possible to  grow  trees  in  this  district ; witness  had 
made  experiments ; one  plot  seventeen  years  old  in 
an  exposed  place,  was  satisfactory  for  shelter  ’and 
zm»U  game  covets,  .39687-9.-1*  was  on  good  loam, 

zod,  rafher  Wdjing,  39698-3— Mixed  wood  was 

planted ; elder  was  the  best  to  nurse,  39694— One 
side  was  wind-blown  ; a screen  should  always  be  put 
up,  and  planting  done  within  it,  39690-1.— There  was 
LS™  T?al  of  moisture,  but  the  land  got  very  dry, 
18  » great  benefit  if  Gove™t 
planted  trees  along  public  roads,  renting  the  land  for 
°f*  yearS’  occupiers  a bonus  for 

m landlords  a percentage 

ontimbersoM;  there  should  not  be  a new  board  for 

intend^’hJ  wrrrk™6  ex«ting  Department  should  super- 
on?  ? ’Je;affor®stlng  would  eventually  pay; 

ne  county  should  be  taken  at  a time ; land  alonv 
oned"mfah+10Uldib?  taken  indiscriminately  that  no- 
one  might  complain,  38695-8,  39700  —Roads  would 

but*  thJv  ,0r  c3,clin®  “d  motoring! 

ut  they  would  remain  wet  longer  39699  — Rp 

afoT tliTriS  ^ a large  8cale-  bS  pLtFng 

wh  h t accust0m  People  to  trees,  to- 

wnich  at  present  they  objected,  39702. 

O’LOUGHLIN,  Mr.  DANIEL. 

Nature  of  Witness’s  Evidence. 

t Lisdoonvarna,  and  was  repre- 
Countv  GoTmui+fBalItVtUg‘!la:n  distract  'and  the  Clare 
staictfon^K?  ^culture  and  Technical-  In- 
SfS  ^ ;~HlS  evidence  dealt  with  the  coast 
from  Galwa.v  y a point  separating  Bally vaughan 
in  Countv  a'  SOr, wrth  decrease  of  population’ 

m bounty  Clare  generally,  39808. 

DECI,rNB  IN  Dopulation  IN.  Clare. 
it  was1  K>9  OOn 18??  ,Wlation  was  282,000;  in  190T 
want  of  la-lvvm’  ^ ij  decJ'ease  continued  at  this  rate 
SLlW  W°Uld  make  irigh-dass  .agriculture  or 
39808 Emici-n+'any  remunerative  form  impossible, 

soTe  extentgto  n n ^ P1111^^  to  America,  to- 
some  extent  to  Canada  and  Australia,  39809-10. 

Congestion  and  Land  Available  for  its  Relief. 

123\eimo’  Division  there  were  311  ratings, 

in  LSmof  226  126 £4 

£4  and  fm-h,  c ^ ratings,  sixty-seven  being  under 
l^k  275  £4  ^ £10;  in  Killi- 

one  'between  yvi  ’ ^ j^r,and  under  £4  a-nd  seventy- 
Sm£werf  ttndJ£l0;  118  <*  holdings  in 

BallvvVh™  7*^  at  °r  under  £2  10s.  each ; in 
■oaiiji  aughan  Unaon  over  200  holdings  were  rated 
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O’LOUGHLIN,  Mr.  DANIEL. — continued. 

at  and  tinder  £4  and  200  ratings  between  £4  and 
£10-  the  largest  number  of  these  holdings  were  on 
the  sea  coast:  in  Abbey,  fifty-one;  in  Drumquin, 
eighty;  in  Killilagh,  sixty-one;  in  Derreen,  eleven, 
were  rated  rated  under  £4;  in  Abbey  four  were 
valued  between  £5  and  £10,  in  Drumquin  forty-five, 
in  Killilagh  forty-four,  in  Denreen  fourteen  ; conges- 
tion in  these  cases  was  real,  but  could  be  dealt  with 
by  enlarging  small  holdings;  .in  Killilagh  Parish 
there  was  a large  tract  of  untenanted  land,  some  of 
it  held  on  the  eleven  months’  system  and  some  being 
residential  entirely ; this  could  he  distributed,  first 
to  persons  'having  no  land,  or  only  a small  portion 
of  land  appurtenant  to  their  houses,  and  afterwards 
to  small  holders,  30810-1. — All  could  not  he  provided 
for  out  of  untenanted  land,  but  many  could,  30825-7. 
— Tlie  land  available  for  redistribution  was  not  all 
fit  for  tillage,  39828-9. — The  small  occupiers,  who 
ranked  as  labourers,  had  the  first  claim  to  land,  as 
they  and  .their  sons  did  most  of  the  work  of  the 
county,  39811-4. — There  was  no  distinct  labouring 
class,  but  men  without  land  had  to  labour,  39815-7. — 
Demand  for  labourers  was  less  than  the  supply,  be- 
cause labour  was  expensive,  39818. — If  land  were 
given  to  small  holders  the  supply  of  labour  would 
not  cease;  where  there  was  congestion  the  small 
holder  was  always  the  chief  source  of  labour,  39820. — 
The  grass  lands  that  should  be  divided  were  mostly 
near  the  homes  of  small  farmers,  so  that  in  most 
cases  the  holdings  could  be  conveniently  enlarged, 
39821-2. — The  land  should  be  used  for  enlargement  of 
present  holdings,  not  for  migration,  39823. — Land- 
lords should  be  compensated  for  the  grass  lands, 
39824.— This  increase  of  holdings  would  arrest  emi- 
gration, 39830-1. — The  holdings  would  be  a source  of 
employment,  39832. — Others  besides  farmers  had  a 
difficulty  in  getting  hands  at  pa-esent,  30833. — All  the 
coast  line  of  Glare  should  be  scheduled  as  congested  ; 
if  their  present  holdings  could  not  be  enlarged  many 
farmers  would  be  willing  to  migrate  inland,  39900-2. 
— There  was  much  untenanted  land  in  Ballyvaughan 
Union  let  partly  on  the  eleven  months’  system  ; owners 
wonld  probably  be  willing  to  sell  for  a fair  price, 
39902-4. — Farms  were  let  on  eleven  months’  system 
because  their  value  varied  from  year  to  year ; pay- 
ment was  sometimes  made  in  advance,  30906-7. — If 
farms  were  purchased  payment  would  have  to  he  made 
in  advance,  30908. — Eleven  months’  system  was  in- 
troduced by  landlords  because  under  Land  Acts  they 
would  otherwise  have  to  serve  twelve  or  six  months’ 
notice  if  they  wanted  to  get  up  lands,  39909. 

Fisheries. 

Fisheries  needed  development  which  would  relieve 
congestion ; Clare  County  Council  and  Ennistymon 
Council  each  voted  £150  towards  erection  of  a pier 
at  Ballaghaline,  and  Department  offered  £1,200,  but 
it  was  found  that  under  a Grand  Jury  law  of  1836 
the  county  could  not  contribute  to  a pier  costing 
more  than  £450,  39833-5. — .Ballyvaughan  oyster 

fishery  might  be  made  very  valuable ; only  two 
banks  were  worked  at  present,  one  being  Burren 
bank,  worked  by  a limited  company,  principally 
from  Dublin,  which  last  year  raised  £640  worth  of 
oysters  for  sale  in  Dublin,  39835-9,  39844-6. — The 
•company  bought  seedling  oysters  from  Connemara 
and  put  them  down  to  fatten  ; experiments  with 
spat  had  been  made,  39840-3. — Mr.  MacNamara 
owned  about  200  acres  of  oyster  beds,  which  were  not 
worked  at  all  now,  hut  were  very  profitable  thirty 
years  ago,  39847-52.— Fish  were  known  to  abound  off 
Clare  coast,  but  Clare  fishermen  fished  between  Clare 
and  Arran  Island,  a few  going  as  far  as  the  island  ; 
Clare  had  little  accommodation  for  boats,  and  the 
men’s  methods  were  primitive,  39853-8. — Small  har- 
bours existed  at  Miltown  .and  Carrigaholt ; fish  was 
difficult  to  procure  in  summer,  and  Lisdoonvama 
hotels  obtained  it  from  Grimsby,  39859. — There  was 
a hai-bour  on  Arran  Island,  hut  the  fishing  popula- 
tion had  disappeared,  39860-2. — Apparently  there 
was  a shelter  harbour  .at  Ballyvaughan;  in  Bal- 
laghlena  about  100  people  lived  chiefly  by  fishing, 
out  unless  better  facilities  were  provided  fishing 
would  cease,  39863. — Fishing  would  pay  if  men  could 
get  to  sea  and.  return  in  safety,  39864,  39871.— The 
fishing  population  was  formerly  large,  and  must  have 
had  boats,  39865-6. — Fishing  had  declined  gradually  ; 
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people  now  had  better  land,  and  tilled  it,  going  occa- 
sionally to  fish,  39869. — With  better  facilities  the 
fishing  population  -would  return,  39870. 

Quarries. 

Quarries  had  for  fifteen  years  given  employment, 
which  alone  prevented  the  population  of  Lisdoon- 
vama and  Ennistymon  from  disappearing  almost 
altogether,  39872.— About  200  persons  were  em- 
ployed in  two  quarries  throughout  the  year,  the 
district  benefiting  to  amount  of  £350  per  week, 
39873. — Quarries  were  confined  to  one  district,  39874. 
— The  quarries  had  financial  difficulties ; if  these 
were  overcome  the  district  would  derive  a large  in- 
come from  this  source,  39875-6. 

Cottage  Industries. 

Cottage  industries  were  chiefly  needed  in  Bally- 
vaughan district  and  electoral  divisions  of  Drumquin 
and  also  in.  Killanin,  where  the  large  farms  of  un- 
tenanted land  available  could  not  profitably  be  . di- 
vided, as  the  so-il  was  not  arable  and  the  holdings 
were  large  and  sparsely  watered,  39877. — Hand  loom 
weaving  for  men,  and  embroidery  for  girls,  might  be 
introduced,  and  produce  good  profits,  39878,  39882-3. 
— No  such  industry  had  previously  existed  in  Clare, 
except  knitting,  which  had  been  successful  at  Ennis, 
39879,  39884,  39886. — It  was  carried  on  by  private 
capitalists ; County  Committee’s  contribution  to 
training  of  girls  was  to  be  withdrawn,  as  the  work 
was  on  a profitable  basis;  it  employed  forty  hands, 
39887-90. — There  were  plenty  of  sheep  for  a woollen 
industry,  39880-1. 

Department  op  Agriculture. 

Department  of  Agriculture  had  done  little  in  this 
neighbourhood  except  regarding  cattle ; witness  dis- 
approved of  the  method  of  marking  certain  hulls  as 
premium  bulls  before  purchase,  as  the  value  of  the 
premium  was  always  added  to  the  price  of  the  bull, 
so  that  the  seller,  not  the  buyer,  really  pocketed  the 
premium,  39885,  39891-8. — Farmers  might  get  more 
than  one  premium,  39899. — The  indiscriminate  ser- 
vice of  cows  did  not  improve  the  breed  of  cattle, 
39890. 


CASEY,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Ruan  and  Kilkeedy  Parishes. 

Ruan  and  Kilkeedy  Parishes  contained  270  fami- 
lies, at  total  valuation  of  £836  2s.,  an  average  of 
£3  2s.  per  f amily ; only  150  of  .these  occupiers  were 
over  £10  valuation ; there  were  nineteen  grass  farms 
held  by  outsiders  from  Limerick,  etc.,  and  eleven 
farms  held  on  the  eleven  months’  system ; three 
farms  were  partly  derelict,  the  local  people  having 
taken  measures  to  prevent  outsiders  from  occupying 
them,  39911-2,  39917,  39920. — Ruan  and  Kilkeedy 
were  within  eight  miles  of  Ennis,  between  Ennis  and 
Ennistymon,  39914-5. — In  the  rest  of  Corofin  Union, 
outside  these  parishes,  the  farms  were  nearly  all 
held  by  outsiders  on  eleven  months’  system  ; they  had 
a total  valuation  of  £2,174  10s.,  39915. — The  lands 
held  on  eleven  months’  system  could  be  easily 
acquired;  they  were  among  the  best  in  the  county, 
39916. — They  were  near  the  small  occupiers’  holdings, 
and  sufficient  to  enlarge  all  holdings  needing  en- 
largement, 39918-9,  39935. — Only  herds  and  dogs  re- 
sided on  them  ; the  tenants  were  graziers  living  at 
a distance,  39921-2,  39932-4. — These  farms  were  used 
for  grazing  sheep  and  cattle,  but  would  be  suitable 
for  agriculture,  39923-4.— Owners  would  probably  be 
willing  to  sell  at  >a  fair  price,  39927. — The  land 
should  he  acquired  for  enlarging  small  holdings, 
39928. — None  of  this  land  was  evicted  land,  39930. — 
If  small  occupiers  had  their  holdings  enlarged  they 
would  probably  till  a great  deal  of  their  land,  39931. 

Drainage. 

Drains  were  needed,  as  400  acres  of  land  were 
drowned  for  about  ten  months  in  the  year  ; Colonel 
Synge,  a former  owner,  took  steps  to  drain  it,  but 
his  successor  stopped  the  work,  probably  from  lack 
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of  funds,  39935-42,  39944-5. — The  flooded  portion  ex- 
tended over  two  miles,  39952.— The  river  flooding  it 
had  no  name ; it  flowed  from  Ballyealligan  Lake 
into  the  Fergus  River,  39937,  39953-6. — 'Some  of  the 
land  was  cut  for  meadow  and  some  held  in  com- 
monage, 39957. — This  drainage  question  had  been 
placed  before  the  County  Council,  39946,  39950. — 
The  case  had  not  been  placed  before  Dwynage  Com- 
mission, though  Drainage  Commission’s  report  would 
apply  to  it,  39958-9. 


BROWNE,  Mr.  ERNEST. 

Experience  of  Witness. 

Division  of  land  into  small  economic  holdings  in 
order  to  retain  labour  in  the  country,  and  how  to 
obtain  the  land  was  subject  of  witness’s  evidence, 
39961. — Witness  had  an  estate  in  Clare,  and  was 
agent  for  several  estates,  39962.— He  had  farmed 
about.  2,000  acres  for  twnty-three  years  in  five 
counties,  39963. — He  had  about  fifty  Irish  acres 
under  tillage;  three  Irish  acres  equalled  five  English 
acres,  39964-5. — Witness's  experience  was  all  in 
Munster,  39968. 

Land  insufficiently  worked. 

Congestion  was  a source  of  great  discontent  in 
Ireland;  it  could  be  removed,  40085-6.— Land  should 
be  taken  away  from  owners  who  did  not  work  it 
property  and  sufficient  labour  employed  to  bring  it 
"P  to  its  full  carrying  power;  such  owners  were 
robbing  the  country  of  its  taxable  capacity;  they 
should  be  compensated ; if  such  forfeiture  were  pos- 
sible owners  would  probably  emplov  more  labour; 
at  present  they  employed  labourers  as  little  as 
possible,  40014-5,  40037,  40088-90.-Large  tracts  of 
land  not  at  present  yielding  all  they  might  were 
Ani^ure  ,bf * fitted  for  tillage,  which  should  be 
oone  m rotation,  and  could  be  done  efficiently  only 
fraii"  ? f“la11  man;,  a ™an  with  100  acres  Who  kept 
te  fifS1  an  U th-r/e  Ilorses>  could  till  twelve 
to  fifteen  acres  well;  if  a 400-acre  man  kept  three 

must  return^o"1^  *7°  d°gs’  most  of  ^lie  la3ld 
i *?.  mv?s  lf  lfc  were  iike  tillage  land; 
tillage  and  sub-soiling  could  only  be  done  bv  the 

fair  “’“l  V®  lamily’  who  should  be  given  a 

F7ilnr^UCeTenc  t0  stay  in  the  country,  40016-8  — 
°f  rmial  ^economic  holdings  would 
fies!  ?00%*  MX  * f°r  lab°U1'  °f  h0lders’  fami- 

Objection  to  Breaking  up  Fattening  Lands. 

wlwTTril  ,k°Jd?ngs  should  be  created,  especially 
wlure  large  holdings  were  surrounded  by  small  un 

la"d 

L™3  specially  pitied  job  Fattesiyg  OB  Tillage 

Si®**? 


poor  land  fS  'iSldlf,  °f 

I'M  - 

recover,  39979— Essentially  tenl  5°  tYea$y  years  to 

used  otherwise  thmi  for  fnJw  ng, lands  might  be 
two  statute  acres,  ll*“  i»  fcrtj- 

mg  m Munster,  39984-5--.-A.t4, teg  “J™0, 
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be  fifty  or  one  hundred  Irish  acres;  500  Irish  acres 
would  be  best;  witness  himself  would  give  £3 
acre  for  fattening  land,  39986-7.— There  was  fatten 
ing  land  in  the  Golden  Vein,  County  Limerick  and 
in  Meath,  and  Kildare,  and  a little  also  in  01  STa 
39988-9. — None  of  the  Golden  Vein  land  was  suit’ 
able  for  tilling  except  here  and  there  on  the  frinc-w 
39990-1,  39993. — For  the  last  twenty-five  years  only 
a hundreth  part  of  the  Golden  Vein  land  had  been 
tilled;  it  might  have  been  tilled  by  the  spade  before 
then  when  Irish  people  lived  on  potatoes  and  mill- 
39992,  39994. — At  that  time  wheat  was  grown  anti 
ran  out  the  land;  wheat  land  was  stiff  clay,  barlev 
land  more  friable ; wheat  land  would  not  grow  grass 
well,  and  eighty  years  ago  was  burned  for  lack  of 
manure,  a system  whose  injurious  effects  were  still 
apparent,  39995-6. 

Proportion  of  Holding  that  should  be  Tilled 
A man  with  twenty-five  Irish  acres  could  support 
himself  and  his  family  decently  with  ten  cows 
winter  and  summer;  lie  should  feed  the  cows  in 
winter  and  keep  six  acres  under  tillage,  that  is  sown 
with  roots  and  oats,  39998-9,  40001-2,  40013 —He 
should  have  a root  crop  of  2J,  acres  and  turnip's  and 
mangels  2£  acres  in  potatoes,  and  the  balance  in 
oats  winch  would  be  a meadow  the  following  year- 
it  all  the  land  were  tillage  land  it  should  all  sub- 
*2  tlus  rotation  every  ten  or  twelve  rears 
40003-5.  A good  deal  of  the  land  would  always  be 
under  grass;  if  all  the  land  were  not  tillage  ten 
cows  would  provide  sufficient  manure  to  top-dress 
the  meadow  land,  40006.-The  cows  would  be  dairy 
cows;  in  winter  they  would  be  in  stalls  at  night 

hRdrVl^ei  1ay;ifrom  10th  MaJ  to  20th  Novfrn- 
bei  they  would  be  always  out,  40007-9.— Hay  would 

tg^lnthem  tiUage  provided  better  food 

foi  cattte  m winter,  but  many  men  owned  forty  or 
^™»liC°fWS  b®lf  ai1  acre  of  tillage,  40010— 

Small  farmers  tilled  a suitable  quantity  of  land  in 
pioper  rotation  in  parts  of  County  Limerick  Pallas- 
kenry,  and  up  to  New  Tipperary,  where  the  land 
was  tillage  land  and  in  King’s  County!  where  it 
was  barley  land,  and  in  Kilkenny  and  Queen’s 
thoiudf’  ,5°019-— Tllis  was  not  the  case  in  Clare, 
Srtsg  n/  rage  ^iaS  in  Clare  than  “ some 

parts  of  Limerick,  40020— Twenty-five-acre  holders 

400lfLKed  / n land  5®**“  than  other  holders, 

Slr'Trass  40n?f  r^an/  Limei'ick  Counties  wera 

liutlK  4Q024.  The  farms  averaged  fifty  acres, 
.0  tirteSS:  40025-6°^ ’ a™a8e  Wa!  ■“«"* 
Agricultural  Instruction. 

fit 

this  40028  — A +?  ,8®neiation  would  probably  see 

eSS  loS  CJ  *°  tm  Wr  in- 
Bonus  for  well-kept  Farit. 

” a P™  for  well-kept 

S ' to™  ‘IZKum^Iest  “ bat  Govern- 

^ictedtenLfl  k be,.JbetteL  40029— Witness  had 
Sv  n?ar]v  »llWi°+Ldld  not  treat  their  farm  pro- 
p y , nearly  all  of  these  were  now  back. 

lowness  of  Estates  Commissioners  in  dealing 
with  cases  of  Evicted  Tenants. 

bewai ^efnbawLetU{lned  ^®tore  Estates  Commissioners 
Ses , m5°k  afte/  evicted  farms;  in  other  cases 
missioned  d^eV1lted  te^ants  wrote  to  Estates  Com- 
were  slow  -in  8ubject>  but  the  Commissioners 
to  dealun-tL.  con;^pondcnce  and  unsatisfactory 
the  ten  an  fa  l • ’ 'Yjtoess  had,  therefore,  reinstated 
SLts  for  RfoTSeiL^ut  they  could  not  get  their 
tl  se  liS  ; 40037. — Before  the  1903  Act  rents 
tlie  SndT^,  tenants  bad  been  scaled  down  to 
were  eleven  of  their  enighbours;  they 

togs,  40038-42  _df1Sf},  tenan*s  limg  on  their  hold- 
stated  teimnfc'  v f ^ estates  were  soId  these  rem- 
and would  bnv  be  111  same  position  as  others 
had  had  much  tr$LS?fme  P^if'  40043-4— Witness 
sioners  over  a “j^culty  with  Estates  Commis- 

witness  wished  e,nanfc.wh°  had  been  evicted  and  whom 
' ltness  wished  to  remstate;  this  tenant  was  to  pay 
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a reduced  rent  of  £24  a year  and  buy  at  25  years’ 
purchase  as  a second  term  tenant;  Estates  Commis- 
sioners were  applied  to  for  a grant,  and  sent  an  in- 
spector, who  required  the  rent  to  be  further  lowered ; 
when  everything  was  arranged  the  Commissioners 
said  they  would  give  only  23  years’  purchase,  to 
which  witness  agreed;  finally  when  the  tenant  came 
in  there  was  delay  about  the  promised  grant  for 
stock  and  implements ; witness  would  never  deal 
with  Estates  Commissioners  again,  40045-6. — In  two 
other  cases  the  Estates  Commissioners  had  placed 
witness  in  an  awkward  position,  40046-7. — In  deal- 
ing with  the  Commissioners  delays  were  constant, 
40049. 


Terms  of  Purchase. 

In  the  Land  Conference  Report  it  was  agreed  by 
the  members,  Messrs.  Redmond  and  O’Brien,  Colonel 
Everard  and  Lord  Dunraven,  that  it  be  first  at  21£ 
years  if  zones  were  done  away  with,  40050. — Witness 

®eed  with  this  report  as  eminently  fair,  40054, 
57-8. — Lands  were  sold  at  18  and  19  years’  pur- 
chase under  Ashbourne  Act,  but  the  rents  were  first 
term,  and  4^  per  cent,  interest  was  paid;  interest 
was  now  3|  and  tenants  all  second  term;  many  of 
the  estates  formerly  sold  were  encumbered  and  were 
- sold  for  mortgages,  the  owner  having  no  real  interest, 
40054-5. — If  18  years’  purchase  represented  the  Land 
Conference  settlement  witness  would  not  agree  with 
that  settlement;  in  recommendations  of  the  Land 
Conference  it  meant  6s.  in  the  pound  on  first  term 
rents,  40059. — Under  the  last  Act  the  tenant  could 
not  be  asked  to  pay  27  or  28  years’  purchase,  nor 
could  the  landlord  accept  much  less  because  his  second 
term  income  would  be  reduced,  40060.— The  bonus 
was  brought  in  to  make  up  the  difference,  and  there 
were  certain  advantages  to  the  landlord  in  legal  ex- 
penses and  the  re-purchasing  of  land;  the  re-purchas- 
ing seldom  took  place,  40061-3. — In  the  case  of  pur- 
chases by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  zones  did  not 
apply,  40064.— Witness  himself  had  never  dealt  with 
Congested  Districts  Board,  but  had  always  heard 
them  praised ; he  himself  had  the  selling  of  27  estates, 
13  were  sold,  21  and  24  years’  purchase  being  the 
average  price,  and  under  that  price  the  landlord  lost 
from  12  to  15  per  cent,  of  his  present  second  term 
gross  income,  while  the  tenant  got  4s.  6 d.  in  the  pound 
on  his  second  term  rental,  40065.— This  was  fair,  as 
the  21  and  24  years’  purchase  at  3£  per  cent.,  the 
most  at  which  a trustee  could  invest,  would  bring  in 
about  the  present  income,  40066-8.— An  investment 
at  4 per  cent  would  not  give  a better  security  than 
Irish  land;  the  latter  would  improve,  40069.— Pur- 
chase money  of  Irish  estates  was  generally  paid  to 
40070-3S’  m°St  °*  t^le  *and  being  settled  property, 

Rents  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

English  lands  had  lower  rents  than  Irish  in  two 
or  three  counties  only,  40075— The  returns  in  Eng- 
land  were  about  38  per  cent,  in  the  last  25  years ; in 
ab°"t  46>  and  now  another  20  was  being  ob- 
tained on  the  purchase  money,  40076.— English  and 
Irish  acres  were  different;  official  returns  were  not  in 
higher  ZT’  40077-8'T^  Surrey  and  Forfarshire 
,;Xer  jerds  were  paid  than  in  Ireland,  40078— Eng- 

mentsa,n40079°.tCh  had  th®  Value  of  imProve' 
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Definition  of  Congestion. 
of  congestion  under  Act  of  1891  was  tha 
•aiuation  per  head  of  whole  population  of  electora 
S?®  and  one-fifth  of  county  must  be  below  30s. 
lS  *f’  Ci?re  wfs  not  scheduled,  as,  though  popu 
W divisions  had  less  than  30s.  pe 

Wnul,^atT’  ^ey  <Ed  not  r6ach  20  Per  cent,  o 
4°092-3’  40101— Any  electora 
t£n ^f\rh6S!  50  EF  06111  of  holdings  were  of  valua 
l6^  hhan  30s  per  head  should  be  scheduled 
40097  taken  into  account,  40095 

S °1031’  40130>  40262,  40267-8— Such  a defi 
PeowL  an  12d7antage  to  sma11  holders,  40105-6.- 
hoTdilLWOi^  rlake?  as  were  foond  on  definit 
ngs,  40269-70. — In  Kilkee  Electoral  Divisio: 


209  people  of  £4  valuation  and  under,  116  of  £4  to 
£10,  165  over  £10  ; if  the  whole  were  taken,  valua- 
tion would  'be  more  than  30s.  per  head,  therefore  only 
50  per  cent,  of  population  should  be  taken ; 20s.  per 
head  valuation  might  be  enough,  40095. — Where 
there  were  large  ranches  valuation  of  county  would 
never  be  30s.  per  head,  although  in  some  districts 
one-fifth  of  population  had  no  higher  valuation, 
40097. — Duty  of  varying  areas,  where  necessary, 
might  be  left  to  body  like  the  Board,  40107-8. 


Scheduling  or  Co.  Clare  Proposed 
Co.  Clare  originally  not  soheduled  at  all ; on  pass- 
ing of  Local  Government  Act  a scheduled  portion  of 
Galway  was  transferred  to  'Clare,  40099-100A— Areas 
of  West  Clare  should  be  scheduled,  and  people  trans- 
ferred from  uneconomic  holdings  to  ranches,  40093— 
Unintelligible  that  it  was  not  done  before ; only  ac- 
counted for  by  member  for  Clare  being  more  inte- 
rested in  Mashon aland  than  Ireland,  40132— Wit- 
ness’s  definition  of  congestion  applied  to  nearly  all 
Kilrush  and  Ennistymon  Unions,  40263. 


Emigration. 

Decrease  in  population  of  Clare  between  1891  and 
1901  was  11-2  per  cent.,  20  per  cent,  in  one  eler 
toral  division,  and  in  another  15  per  cent,  in  seventy 
years,  40092. — Four  electoral  divisions  in  Kilrusn 
district  with  valuation  of  30s.  per  head  in  1901 ; 
since  then  population  had  fallen  11’2  per  cent., 
40096. — Places  like  Clare  would  soon  be  void  of  popu- 
lation unless  something  were  done ; population  in 
1841  286,523,  in  1901  only  112,159 ; young  people 
emigrated  at  rate  of  1,500  a year,  so  that  population 
was  now  only  about  100,000 ; county  had  lost 
143,649  persons  by  emigration  since  1851,  40108-10— 
In  a townland  near  Kilkee  population  had  fallen  35 
per  cent,  between  1891  and  1901  through  emigration, 
40249. — Lack  of  means  of  living  the  cause  of  emigra- 
tion, not  restless  Irish  spirit,  40111— If  whole  families, 
went  there  would  be  some  hope  for  country,  but  able- 
bodied  emigrated,  leaving  old  and  cripples  at  home; 
increase  of  lunacy  a result  of  least  fitted  remaining  at 
home,  40112. — At  famine  time  people  had  free  passes, 
and  emigrated  en  masse ; since  1851  individuals 
went,  40113. — Total  number  of  emigrants  from  Ire- 
land 35,000  a year,  40114-5. — Emigration  to  small 
extent  would  always  take  place,  40115a.— Rut 
, wa?  not  emigration;  it  was  blood-letting, 
40116— Population  decreasing  steadily,  143,649  per- 
sons out  of  200,000  in  fifty -seven  years ; -in  Clare, 
with  healthy  air  and  big  families,  it  would  have 
trebled  in  same  time  but  for  emigration,  40117. — 
Less  emigration  from  large  holdings  than  from 
small,  40265. — No  objection  to  it  if  population  were 
kept  up  to  numbers  county  could  reasonably  support, 
40118. — Witness  objected  not  only  to  wholesale  emi- 
gration but  to  ineffectual  remedies;  useless  to  tell 
people  to  stay  at  home  unless  employment  were  pro- 
vided for  them ; Commission  should  find  out  remedy 
and  apply  it ; country  was  being  weakened  and  pau- 
perised ; inmates  of  workhouses  increasing  as  popu- 
lation decreasing;  Kilrush  and  Ennistymon  Unions 
illustrations  of  this,  40119. 


Kilrush  Union. 

Valuation  of  Kilrash  Union  was  £53,807  ; popu- 
lation in  1901,  28,734  ; valuation  per  head  of  popu- 
lation little  more  than  £1  17s.  ; in  following  six  di- 
visions valuation  per  head  was  £1  10s.  and  under 
viz.  — Doonbeg,  DromeHiby,  Knocknaboley,  Einagh’ 
Cahermurphy,  Glenmore,  these  not  being  the  poorest 
divisions  in  Union,  40119— In  Kilkee  Electoral  Di- 
vision there  were  209  ratings  of  £4  valuation  and 
under,  116  between  £4  and  £10,  165  over  £10;  in 
Killard  Division  there  were  thirty-one  occupiers 
under  £4  valuation,  thirty-two  under  £10 ; in  dona- 
drum  Division  there  were  thirty-four  occupiers  under 
£4,  sixty-one  between  £4  and  £10  ; in  Kilballyowen 
forty-five  under  £4,  sixty-one  between  £4  and  £10, 
sixty-five  over  £10 ; -in  Moyarta  Division  seventy- 
six  under  £4,  thirty  between  £4  and  £10;  forty- 
one  over  £10  ; in  Rahma  Division  seventy-six  under 
£4,_  fifty-eight  between  £4  and  £10,  40129— Few  di- 
visions in  Union  that  might  not  fairly  be  scheduled  ; 
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vast  number  of  uneconomic  holdings,  few  employers 
of  labour  ; therefore  much  emigration ; family  could 
not  be  reared  on  £4  or  even  £10  holdings ; m 1902 
one  person  out  of  every  nine  received  poor  renel ; 
Kilrush  Poor  Law  Board  spent  on  outdoor  relief  Is. 
2d.  in  the  £ on  valuation,  -total  expenditure  2s.  od. 
in  the  £,  40130.— Such  had  been  the  state  of  things 
for  past  ten  years ; considering  decrease  of  population, 
number  receiving  relief  was  relatively  increasing, 
40131. 

Ennistfmon  Union. 

Valuation  per  head  in  Ennistymon  Union  was 
about  £2,  poor  rate  was  -as  -high  as  in  Kilrush,  valua- 
tion in  Clonanaha  and  Eermoyle  Electoral  Divi- 
sions under  30s.  per  head  of  population ; in  Moy  Di- 
vision there  were  123  ratings  under  £4,  126  between 
£4  and  £10 ; in  Miltown-Malbay,  excluding  houses 
in  town,  there  were  128  ratings  under  £4,  119  be- 
tween £4  and  £10 ; in  Ballysteen  173  under  £4,  108 
between  £4  .and  £10;  division  of  Killilagh  remark- 
able; there  were  125  ratings  under  £4  ; seventy-one 
under  £10,  while  there  were  900  acres  in  neighbour- 
hood belonging  to  Mr.  M'Namara,  who  was  anxious 
to  sell  for  relief  of  congestion,  40131,  40156. — People 
ought  to  give  reasonable  price ; in  Killespuglenane 
there  were  fifty-nine  ratings  under  £4,  fifty-three  be- 
tween £4  and  £10;  in  Ballyea,  out  of  200  ratings 
fifty -one  were  under  £4,  eighty  under  £10;  in  Bal- 
lagh  there  were  138  ratings,  valuation  £957  13s., 
forty-seven  under  £4,  seventy-one  between  £4  and 
£10 ; valuation  of  Clooney  £1,168  16s.,  125  ratings, 
thiTty-one  under  £4,  fifty  between  £4  and  £10, 
40132. 

Valuation  ox  Holdings  and  Value  op  Land. 

Valuation  in  some  of  the  electoral  divisions  inor- 
dinately high,  because  at  time  of  valuation  state  of 
civilisation  was  high,  price  of  com  good,  and  labour 
of  the  best  kind  cheap  ; witness’s  parish  suffered  from 
high  valuation ; 'Com missioners  know  little  about 
land,  and  regulated  rent  by  valuation,  40119,  40120-1. 
— Land  in  parish  good  for  corn  growing  in  1847  and 
1848. — Grew  twice  as  much  then  as  now,  because  it 
was  tilled  with  a spade;  ploughing  nowadays  was 
■only  scratching ; people  had  burned  land  and  ruined 
it ; yet  valuation  remained  the  same,  40119,  40123-5. 
— In  district  of  that  kind  people  were  paying,  with 
poor  rate,  Toad  rate,  and  railway  rate,  12s.  or  15s. 
an  acre  for  land  worth  only  7s.  or  6s.  ; in  question 
of  purchase  landlord  looked  to  Tent  fixed  by  Commis- 
sioners on  valuation,  40119. — During  negotiations  for 
sale  of  estate  in  witness’s  parish  agent  had  said 
rents  were  30  per  cent,  below  valuation,  and  tenants 
dare  not  go  into  court  for  fear  of  their  rents  being 
raised ; rents  on  that  small  estate  of  £200  a year 
were  £800  in  arrears ; witness  would  rather  pay  30s. 
an  acre  for  land  than  get  it  for  nothing,  40121. 
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lord  had  established  custom  of  royalty  for  200  years 
and  people  were  too  poor  to  contest  right,  40133-9.J. 
More  a question  of  foreshore  than  carrying  kelp 
through  man’s  land ; Mr.  Brew’s  claim  had  been 
fought  and  reduced  to  one-third  instead  of  half, 
40140. — If  drift  weed'  could  he  cut  at  sea  .and  taken 
to  another  port  it  would  be  .all  right;  but  it  could 
not  be  spread  on  foreshore  to  dry  without  paying 
royalty,  40141-2. 

Landing  Places. 

Landing  places  required  ; pier  needed  at  Rallagha- 
line,  for  which  Department  and  County  Council  bad 
promised  grant ; creek  at  Golocamoveen  dangerous ; 
Department  promised  grant  to  improve  it  six  years 
ago ; nothing  done  yet ; witness  wrote  to  Department 
about  it,  but  they  denied  having  made  grant,  40142. 

Boats. 

Curragh  or  canoe  the  only  fishing  boat  used,  ex- 
cept one  nobby,  40142. — 'Congested  Districts  Board 
had  given  nothing  to  Clare  fishermen,  though  boat 
had  been  applied  for,  40142a-4. — Four  men  at  Car- 
rig.aholt  borrowed  money  and  bought  a boat,  but  were 
not  successful ; they  paid  £140  for  nobby  and  nets, 
40144. — They  fished  from  Carrigiaholt  down  to  Fenit, 
and  50  or  60  miles  beyond  coast,  for  mackerel ; 300 
caught  in  one  night ; sold  at  only  4s.  a hundred, 
40145-7. — They  had  had  boat  fifteen,  months,  and 
would  persevere  with  it,  40148-9. 

Middleman’s  Profits. 

Middleman  made  profit  on  fish  on  Clare  coast; 
fishermen  sold  at  4s.  a hundred ; middleman  sent  to 
America  and  got  12s.  to  14s.  a hundred  for  them, 
40149a. — If  curing  station  were  established  or  people 
were  helped  they  might  hold  fish  for  rise  in  market, 
40150.— More  buyers  would  come  and  compete  if 
fishery  were  developed  ; they  used  to  come  when  there 
were  large  takes,  40151. — Now  there  was  sometimes 
only  one  man,  40152. — There  was  a railway,  but  fish 
would  be  delayed  in  transfer  from  narrow  to  broad 
gauge,  40153. 

Land  for  Fishermen. 

A few  acres  of  land  for  fishermen  would  improve 
their  condition;  they  could  get  houses  built  under 
Labourers  Act  ; habits  of  .thrift  necessary,  but  that 
would  follow  if  their  condition  were  improved ; in 
Ballaghaline  people  had  no  plots  attached  to  houses, 
and  paid  £4  an  acre  for  potato  plot  for  a season; 
adjacent  to  that  Mr.  M’Namara  had  places  of  104 
acres,  173  acres,  and  others.  40153-5. — Every  fisher- 
man who  worked  ought  to  get  an  acre  or  enough  to 
keep  cow  to  give  milk  to  children ; land  and  house 
oould  be  got  compulsorily  under  Labourers  Act ; 
smaller  grant  of  land  needed  for  those  who  fished  all 
the  year  round,  40158-67. 


Cause  of  Deterioration. 

Three  causes  of  deterioration  of  land  were — Want 
of  spade  labour  on  .account  of  absence  of  cheap  labour, 
which  was  formerly  abundant,  burning  of  land,  .and 
crops  having  been  taken  out  in  quick  succession  with- 
out manuring,  40122-9.— Two  classes  of  persons  in 
urgent  reed  of  improvement,  fishermen,  and  farmers 
under  £10  valuation,  40132. 

Fishermen. 

Three  hundred  fishermen  on  Clare  coast;  many  had 
other  employment,  were  small  farmers  or  labourers; 
also  collected  seaweed  for  kdp  ; women  sold  Carri- 
geen  moss,  40132.— Witness  thought  if  men  were 
trained  they  would  take  to  deep-sea  fishing,  but  not 
unless  40142.— Young  men  might  be  induced  to  fol- 
low fish  out  to  sea ; old  ones  would  not  go ; they  had 
always  lived  in  canoes,  40173. 


Royalty  on  seaweed  paid  to  owners  of  strand 
hardship  ; men  endangered  their  lives  to  get  « 
weed,  and  used  to  make  dried  weed  into  three  cocl 
or.e  of  which  went  to  owner  of  strand ; improveme 
in  that  respect  now,  40132.— Foreshore  belonged 
Crown,  except  where  there  was  a charter  sayr 
Crown  gave  it  away  ; in  some  places  it  was  freewhc 
landlord  had  no  charter ; but  in  other  places  Ian 


Harbours. 

Safe  arbour  at  Liscannor,  two  miles  from  Lahinch, 
40168-70. — Kilrush  the  only  other  harbour ; fish  could 
be  sent  to  Limerick  by  boat  from  there,  40171. — Har- 
bour at  Seafield,  at  Quilty  railwav  station,  could  be 
made  safe  with  little  expense,  40172. 

Remittances  from  America. 

Small  farmer  class  supplied  majority  of  emigrants, 
their  condition  needed  amelioration  most ; 53  per 
cent,  of  holdings  in  Clare  were  under  £10  valuation, 
in  West  Clare  70  per  cent.  ; occupiers  reared 
children  for  America,  :and  American  money  supplied 
their  means  of  livelihood ; side  by  side  with  uneco- 
nomic holdings  were  ranches  of  hundreds  of  acres, 
and  no  human  habitation  but  a herd  ; notorious  that 
graziers  gave  no  employment,  and  that  ranches  ruined 
any  town  in  their  neighbourhood  ; neither  did  they 
pay  j yet  no  sooner  did  a grazier  fail  than  shopkeeper 
or  returned  American  took  over  ranch,  40173. 

Acquisition  and  Distribution  of  Land  for  Relief 
of  Congestion. 

Duty  of  State  was  to  take  up  (1)  all  grazing  lands 
m occupation  of  owner,  (2)  surplus  lands  after  occu- 
pier was  left  a holding  of  £200,  40173,  40247.— £100 
might  he  enough,  40173a.— In  Clare  this  would  mow 
than  suffice  to  give  land  to  raise  holdings  to  £10 
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valuation ; valuation  of  land  in  owners’  occupation 
£22  000  • of  land  between  £200  and  £300  valuation 
£30  386  • 63  owners  of  valuation  of  over  £200  held  land 
valued  at  over  £30,000;  if  these  were  each  left  with 
holding  of  £200  there  would  be  land  for  distribution 
of  value  of  £17,786 ; thus  land  of  £40,000  valuation 
would  be  available  to  bring  small  holdings  up  to  £10 
standard ; £53,000  worth  of  Land  in  Clare ; £40,000 
required  to  raise  uneconomic  holdings  to  £10,  40173a. 
—Margin  of  £13,000  left  for  waste  lands  ; crags  could 
be  used  for  grazing  sheep,  40174-6. — 'Whole  £40,000 
not  needed ; numbers  of  holders  under  £10  valuation 
unsuitable  for  migration;  some  ne’er-do-wells,  some 
would  not  go ; fishermen  would  not  need  to  be 
mi-orated,  nor  small  shopkeepers  and  carpenters  who 
ha2  already  means  of  living,  40176-8. — There  would 
also  he  vacated  holdings  to  add  to  others,  40179.— 
Large  number  of  people  already  had  holdings  of 
£200  valuation  ; unless  they  gave  employment  or  tilled 
one-fifth  they  should  not  be  allowed  more  than  £100 
valuation ; managing  emplloyment  useful  to  com- 
munity ; holdings  should  not  .all  be  one  standard, 
40179,  40249. — No  one  should  be  allowed  to  have  more 
land  ’than  £200  valuation ; if  Congested  Districts 
Board  bought  property  they  should  have  power  to  de- 
termine such  tenancy,  40247.— Body  charged  with  re- 
lief of  congestion  should  have  absolute  power,  40180. 
—Estates  Commissioners  did  not  perform  duties  to- 
wards congested  estates  that  they  were  supposed  to 
perform,  40261a. — Where  district  was  scheduled  it 
should  be  obligatory  on  some  authority  to  take  land 
compulsorily  for  relief  of  congestion;  by  this  means 
people  might  be  kept  at  home,  40264. 
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School  Gardens. 

An  acre  for  a garden  should  be  attached  to  every 
rural  school,  40197,  40200,40206. — One  teacher  should 
be  skilled  agriculturist,  with  diploma  for  teaching 
agriculture ; he  could  get  it  by  attending  an  agri- 
cultural college  for  six  months;  ridiculous  that  chil- 
dren should  not  be  taught  agriculture,  40197-7a. — 
If  teacher  did  not  attend  course  at  college  he  would 
teach  out  of  books,  and  be  unable  to  demonstrate, 
40205. — With  practical  training  farmers  would  know 
how  to  till,  and  its  advantages,  40199. — Everything 
now  taught  in  schools  weaned  children  from  the  land ; 
nominally  agriculture  taught,  but  teacher  knew 
nothing  about  it,  40201. — More  reality  should  be  at- 
tached to  teaching,  40207. 

Demonstration  Plots. 

Demonstration  plots  near  the  church  in  each  parish 
would  be  of  great  advantage,  40197. — Beneficial  to  have 
plots  or  farms  on  peninsula  stretching  out  to  Loop 
Head,  so  as  to  show  results  of  rotation  crops,  40199. — 
Farmers  would  adopt  tillage  if  there  were  farms  in 
neighbourhood  where  they  could  see  its  advantages, 
40215,  40220. — Difficult  without  labour,  and  labour 
was  going  out  of  the  country,  which  was  a strong 
reason  for  doing  as  witness  suggested ; at  present 
rate  of  emigration  there  would  soon  be  no  labour  in 
the  country,  40216. — Experimental  small  farms  of 
ordinary  size  better  than  plots,  40217-8. — They  would 
be  tilled  in  best  way  for  locality,  40219. — In  King’s 
County  and  Tipperary,  wherever  there  was  a landlord 
who  tilled  his  land,  the  small  farmers  around  did 
the  same ; nothing  of  the  kind  done  in  Clare,  40221. 


Migration. 

No  difficulty  in  inducing  people  to  migrate,  except 
the  old  and  unenterprising  ; occupiers  reluctant  to  go 
to  another  county ; plenty  of  land  in  Clare  itself, 
40180. — There  would  be  no  disinclination  to  move 
from  one  end  of  county  to  another,  40181.— Local 
people’s  condition  should  be  improved. before  bringing 
in  outsider ; then  they  would  not  object ; congestion 
in  vicinity  of  untenanted  land  should  be  relieved 
first,  then  from  a distance  within  the  county ; after 
that  sons  of  tenants  might  be  given  land,  if  there 
were  any  available ; congests  from  other  counties 
would  come  last ; plenty  of  land  in  Clare  to  provide 
for  its  congests,  40182-90a. 


Commonage. 

Common  grazing  would  lead  to  litigation  and 
trouble,  40191.— Might  be  a good  thing  if  people  could 
keep  from  quarrelling  ; striping  land  meant  a lot  of 
room  for  fences,  40191a. — Never  any  trouble  with  sheep 
grazing ; 1,500  acres  commonage  in  witness’s  parish, 
40192. — Once  it  was  settled  what  the  rights  were  there 
would  be  no  litigation,  40193. — Trespass  meant  a good  , 
deal  to  people  in  small  holdings  in  close  neighbour- 
hood, and  there  had  been  disputes,  40194-5. — Ancient 
custom  of  common  management  forgotten,  40196. 

Agricultural  Education. 

Agricultural  education  would  greatly  improve  con- 
dition of  occupiers  ; Clare  was  backward,  especially 
West  Clare ; the  few  resident  landlords  farmed  as 
badly  as  tenants  ; Department  had  done  nothing ; 
£2,000  a year  spent  on  agricultural  and  technical 
education,  of  which  Clare  got  very  small  proportion ; 
West  Clare  benefited  little  by  expenditure  on  bulls 
and  stallions  ; education  in  modem  methods  of  agri- 
culture needed  ; with  improved  methods  land  would 
produce  twice  as  much ; arterial  and  field  drainage 
needed,  40197. 

Spraying. 

After  six  years’  working  of  the  Department  not  one- 
fifth  of  the  potatoes  sprayed  last  year,  40197,  40202. 
— Taught  people  a lesson ; a good  deal  done  this 
year;  price  of  stuff  increased  from  22s.  to  33s.,  40208. 
— People  had  no  machines  for  spraying,  40209. — Best 
scheme  was  for  priests  to  take  matter  up  ; witness  had 
done  so  with  success ; Agricultural  Committee  should 
give  bonus  for  spraying ; it  would  he  educational  to 
provide  stuff  at  reduced  rate  at  first,  40210-11. 


Uselessness  of  Department. 

No  country  with  so  much  good  laud  and  so  little 
agriculture  as  Ireland,  40203. — A cow  in  a field  not 
agriculture,  40204. — Much  said  about  agriculture  in 
Ireland  with  no  result,  40202. — Department  created  to 
encourage  and  stimulate  it,  but  had  gone  on  now 
for  six  years  doing  no  good,  except  where  agriculture 
was  already  at  good  stage  of  progress,  40212-4. 

Loans  for  Improvements. 

Want  of  capital  was  the  cause  of  many  farms  not 
being  worked  to  advantage ; State  should  lend  to- 
occupiers  who  had  purchased  a sum  up  to  one-third 
advance  for  purchase,  at  rate  of  34  per  cent,  for  68g 
years  ; man  purchasing  holding  for  £300  would  borrow 
£75  for  improvements,  including  drainage  ; additional 
interest  would  be  little,  and  money  judiciously  ex- 
pended would  make  holding  twice  as  valuable,  and 
payment  of  instalments  of  purchase  easier,  40221-4. — ■ 
Annuity  on  £300  would  be  £9  15s. ; 50s.  added  to- 
that  would  give  £75,  40225-6. — Tenant  had  paid  £12: 
or  £13  a year  rent ; buying  at  21£  years’  purchase, 
with  reduction  of  6s.  in  the  £,  he  paid  only  9s.  2d- 
annuity,  40227. — As  drainage  told  on  land,  pressure 
would  be  relieved  at  time  when  it  might  be  difficult 
to  pay  instalments  ; also  the  tenant  got  emp'o)  incur, 
and  was  able  to  improve  holding,  40229. — Inspector 
should  be  employed  to  see  that  man  did  not  get  any 
money  he  did  not  earn,  40230. — State  could  lend  at 
same  rate  as  to  purchaser;  people  could  only  borrow 
at  prohibitive  rate  of  £6  10s.,  40231. — Good  policy  for 
State  to  advance  money  at  cheap  rate  for  purchase ; 
better  still  to  advance  it  to  make  holding  in  good 
workable  condition,  40232. — Annuity  less  when  holding 
was  purchased  and  improved  than  present  rent, 
40233-6. — Deduction  was  that  rent  was  enormous, 
40237. — Old  system  of  high  rents  a factor  in  producing 
existing  condition  of  country,  40238. 

Prices  of  Small  Holdings. 

Owing  to  system  of  purchase  within  the  zones,  prices 
paid  in  poorer  districts  were  excessive  ; fair  land  near 
markets  was  worth  25  and  27£  years’  purchase ; in- 
ferior land  in  remote  district  dear  at  any  price;  yet 
tenants  were  anxious  to  buy  to  get  rid  of  arrears 
and  to  get  the  few  shillings  reduction  in  the  £ ; in 
most  cases  competent  inspector  would  say  holdings  were 
no  security  for  instalments ; congestion  stereotyped 
by  sale  of  small  holdings ; slight  relief  afforded  by 
Act  of  1903  would  not  prevent  emigration  ; Act  a 
dead  letter  in  Clare,  owing  to  high  prices  demanded 
by  landlords ; from  November,  1903,  to  March,  1906, 
only  £410,554  applied  for ; average  purchase  price, 
3 e 2 
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exclusive  oE  bonus,  was  20'9  years ; average  price 
under  Ashbourne  and  Balfour  Acts  15 -9  years ; most 
holdings  purchased  in  Clare  were  uneconomic,  and  a 
high  price  was  paid  for  them ; second  term  tenants 
purchased  at  22'9  years’  purchase,  exclusive  of  bonus ; 
their  average  rent  was  £10  8s.;  non-judicial  tenants 
purchased,  without  bonus,  at  21  -8  years  ; their  average 
rent  was  £10  18s.,  40239. — Holdings  should  be  made 
economic  before  being  sold,  40240-40z. — Sale  of  bad 
land  a different  thing  from  sale  of  good  land,  40241. — 
If  land  were  not  security  for  annuity  neither  was  it 
for  rent ; ridiculous  for  landlord  to  make  no  distinc- 
tion, 40242. — Grazier  with  eleven  months’  letting 
•could  not  purchase ; one  who  was  a twelve  months’ 
tenant  or  judicial  tenant  could  ; policy  of  State  was 
that  no  more  than  £3,000  could  be  advanced ; that 
was  increased  to  £5,000,  and,  under  Wyndham  Act,  to 
£7,000 ; a pity  that  it  was  not  stated  plainly  that 
the  advance  was  to  cover  case  of  tenants  evicted  under 
plan  of  campaign,  etc.,  40243-4. — Poverty,  congestion, 
and  grazing  all  being  stereotyped,  40245. — Outrageous 
for  public  money  to  be  advanced  up  to  £7,000  to 
grazier,  40246. 

Kilkee. 

A Clare  landlord  near  Kilkee  offered  to  sell  to  ten- 
ants in  1896  or  1897,  for  sixteen  years’  purchase ; 
after  Act  of  1903  passed  tenants  agreed  to  buy  at 
twenty-three  years’  purchase ; they  backed  out  of 
offer,  and  landlord  sold  to  Estates  Commissioners  at 
twenty-two  or  more  years’  purchase;  sixty  families 
in  the  four  townlands  sold;  valuation  £1  4s.  4 d.  per 
head;  in  one  townland  population  fell  35  per  cent 
between  1891  and  1901,  40249.— Little  grass  land  in 
West  Clare ; 300  or  400  acres  near  Quilty ; in  North 
Clare  it  was  all  grazing,  40249a.— Chief  complaint  was 
that  Estates  Commissioners  should  agree  to  such  a 
sale,  40249a-51. — Inspector  saw  it  and  declared  it  value 
for  money,  40252-2a. — Body  like  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  deal  with  such  an  estate  before  it  was 
i buying  ^and  a*>  a distance  and  transferring  some 
of  the  uneconomic  people,  while  their  holdings  could 
be  amongst  remainder,  40253-5.— If  emigration  were 
Aooci  stogPed-  sale  uneconomic  holdings  must  cease, 
Wf.6 {••—■Board  or  some  body  should  improve  land 
people,  ''40255°  deTehCt  COndition  befoer  g^ing  it  to 
Carrigaholt. 

1 ™»Lltn2ord,  1“d  in  Carrigaholt,  with 

10/ff  1 hog  1 purchase  negotiated  in 

1904,  when  he  promised  bog  to  tenants  to  enlarge 
holdings;  negotiations  fell  through  ; bog  sold  to  ten- 
ants  on  other  estates  as  punishment;  so  tenants 
“d*g<|d  lf  £hey  htd  agreed  to  ter“s  of  twenty-three 
nr  nJUfhaS!  Sale  WOuld  have  gone  trough ; twenty 
01  more  tenants  on  estate,  with  valuless  holdings  of 
few  acres  of  cut-away  bog,  for  which  they  paid  £2 
from  A:m0C?Upieu  llV?d  by  sale  of  torf  and  money 
wniddJwriCai;  g0g  the  only  one  within  six  mile? 
i?o  sSnSt  °nIy>°  years,  and  then  there  would  be 
no  security  for  annuities,  40261. 

Increase  in  Price  op  Land  since  Act  op  1903 

v.lne“5  fZ’  w.fgSg"d‘S  ToldVf 

argued  second  term  tenant  sl3  pTmir,^  he  h.l 
teen  into  conrt  and  got  reduction  f riplj  ti  ?hat  was 

-Xte/o?  land  *“  "Orth  nj  more,  408™ 
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i sometimes  when  market  was  glutted  fish  realised  W 
; than  cost  of  freight,  40274-8.— Rates  for  fresh 
were  3s.  a hundred  from  Kilkee  to  Dublin  ; reduction 
to  Is.  6 d.  would  ’be  a help,  40279.— No  special  chean 
rates  for  fish  in  Ireland  ; towns  divided  into  zones  • 
all  within  zone  paid  same  rate;  reduction  of  rate 
would  help  both  fishermen  .and  middlemen';  expense 
of  freight  recoiled  on  fishermen,  40280-3. — Middleman 
sometimes  lost  heavily,  but  as  a rule  he  had  profit 
40285. — No  fish  bought  for  last  three  months,  40287  -1 
Mackerel  came  from  Miltown-MaAbay  to  Clare  HeJid 
40288.— That  railway  had  a baronial  guarantee’ 
which  varied  according  to  loss  on  working ; it  w.as  8 d' 
this  half-year,  4d.  next,  40289-91.— Provision  of  fad 
hties  for  carrying  fish  would  be  to  interest  of  railway 
company ; they  would  carry  twice  as  much ; amount 
earned  would  be  more ; guarantee  less ; witness  had 
represented  this  to  manager,  who  replied  rate  could 
not  be  reduced,  40292-5. — Railway  should  carry  fish 
more  favourably  because  they  got  grant  of  public 
money  to  make  it  and  to  pay  dividends,  40296. 

Piers  Needed. 

. No  piers  in  County  Glare  to  land  fish  in  with  sail- 
ing boats ; at  Farragh,  withm  two  miles  of  Kilkee 
£40  spent  on  closing  gap  between  two  rocks  would  en- 
■able  men  to  fish  twice  as  often  as  they  did ; the 
iZ.®  was  getting  in  and  out ; same  diffi- 

culty towards  Loop  Head,  40297-9.— Water  deep  in 
Kilkee  Bay ; breakwater  there  already ; pier  to  en- 
abie  sailing  boats  to  come  in  and  deliver  fish  oould 
■be  built  there,  40299-301.— Mackerel  brought  to  Kil- 
WaS  ca^t  ^ night  before; 
1,000  or  500  brought  as  a rule,  40302-3.— Average  of 
£1  realised  on  night’s  fishing,  40306— Boats  used 
were  currachs  carrying  three  or  four  nets  60  yards 

arvm/i’  Kn0/mS^fi1IlgThboat  could  ,be  used  without  pier 
W5’J6Ar?er  • at  C,arrigah°lt  was  inland  up 
dl?cbf1W  there  «>uld  not  fish  again 
t H foilowing  night ; too  far  up  river  and  from  nail- 
way  to  fish  from  regularly,  40311,  40315— Lisoannor 
dll  Si?  vfe;  ■boats  “3lld  onlJ  come  there  by 
r*yi  4031u"TN°  ?16ts  111  Clare  where  open  or  deck 
dSt  Z ®31°.-N<*br  or  Jn  touM  he 
S,n„  ^ ™ Kilmsh  Oammholt,  or 

JSvsSi 

Season  for  Fishing. 

,better  than  sPrin€  fishing;  it 
“ Se£f1 C^stmas  ; in  1906  season 
40308  a 7 ’ ^ **  oanght  after  Christmas, 

Drainage  and  Reclamation  op  Bog. 
on^verv  dl^rii<j?  in  Glare  where  people  lived 

placeT^makn  bojd)ngs  > advantageous  to  drain 

4031p’  Drains.  lnto  ,and  enlarge  holdings, 


MURRAY,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Railway  Rates  for  Fish. 

OliMen  or  Dirate ’*273  pT'*001 ; 

W fa  fish  from  £12  t0  £l4”f 
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Area,  Population,  Indebtedness  of  Kilrush 
Union. 

seve?elc-^oral°^  i ?dru®-h  Union  comprised  twenty- 
districts  • dlTislon?»  dlvlded  into  four  dispensary 

follows-—' j ’08y  > indebtedness  of  union  as 
£819  & due  31sfc  Maroh,  1907,  Kilkee, 

at  3i  ..ylfT  “?  30  ; Mnllogji,  £34  2s.  M. 

at  rPOT  oe?fa  7<*"ra:  c*roig»ioH,  2s.  U 
cent  Pfa  30  7 30  ?a”i  ’ °«>T«mfare,  £30  at  3|  per 
Burial  Gro?n^“  I®  9 7*'  }*y 

Farrihv  T?nt-;ai  n , * ^ P63-  cent,  for  50  years ; ' 

Gr0U?d’  £23  15s-  at  4 per  cent,  for 
7earS)  Lah°nrers  Act,  1903,  £2,844  15s.  at  3|  per 
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cent,  for  50  years ; .gross  total,  £4,016  7s.  4d.  ; pro- 
posed Kilkee  Waterworks  loan,  £4,000  at  3-J,-  per  cent., 
area  of  chargeability  the  dispensary  district  on  valua- 
tion of  £11,670  15s.  ; probable  cost  of  new  labourers’ 
scheme,  £29,000  .at  3g  per  cent.  ; total  for  outdoor  re- 
lief, £1,020 ; guarantee  of  2 per  cent,  on  £55,000  on 
barony  of  Moyarta  on  a valuation  of  £27,158,  toge- 
ther with  a county-at-large  charge  of  2d.  in  the  £ for 
West  and  South  Clare  Railways,  involving  tax  of  7 d. 
to  14<L  per  annum ; there  was  a further  charge  on 
parishes  of  Killimer,  Kilmihill,  .and  part  of  Kil- 
murry  M'Mahon  on  guarantee  of  £5,000,  together 
with  county-at-large  charge,  involving  tax  of  4d.  to 
Id.  in  £ on  valuation  of  £11,607 ; portion  of  barony 
of  Ibrickane  within  union  was  liable  for  county-at- 
large  charge  of  2d.  in  £ for  West  and  South  Clare 
Railways,  and  for  deficiency  in  guarantee  and  working 
expenses  of  West  Clare  Railway  ; 223  holdings  in 
union  under  one  acre  ; 475  between  one  and  five  acres  ; 
865  between  five  and  fifteen  acres;  5,671  acres  of 
barren  mountain  land ; 1,104  acres  of  marsh,  7,437 
acres  of  turf  ; 505  acres  of  wood  ; 12  acres  of  fallow 
land ; 81,855  acres  of  grass ; 32,138  .acres  of  tillage  ; 
8,775  acres  were  under  water,  roads,  and  fences, 
40323. 

Fishermen. 

Union  extended  along  Atlantic  Coast  for  thirty 
miles;  people  in  divisions  of  Kilmurry  and  Clonna- 
drum  lived  chiefly  ;by  fishing  .and  kelp  ; they  had  no 
land  attached  to  houses,  and  went  miles  to  .get  con- 
acre lettings;  there  was  a grass  farm  in  Clonnadrum 
of  383  acres,  valuation  £205,  let  fox  grazing  on  eleven 
months’  system  ; this  land  should  be  acquired  com- 
pulsorily for  relief  of  congestion ; it  could  have  .been 
done  by  Congested  Districts  Board  if  district  were 
scheduled,  40323,  40324. — Fishermen’s  gear  of  worst 
description  ; they  had'  no  aid  such  as  was  given  in 
scheduled  areas,  40323. 


Congestion  in  District. 

Kilrush  Union  should  be  scheduled  in  order  to  get 
benefits  conferred  by  Board,  40323,  40393.— Several 
electoral  divisions  very  congested  ; people  in  miserable 
hovels  built  of  sods  and  thatched  with  rushes  ; some- 
times ten  in  a family;  area  of  Dromelihy  was  6,472 
acres;  valuation  £1,848;  population  1,335;  913  hold- 
ings;  townland  of  Sragh  had  1,483  acres,  valuation 
£236  10s.,  with  64  ratings ; there  were  .about  40 
householders  in  cabins  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; 
holdings  were  uneconomic,  and  the  poor  people  sub- 
sisted _ on  earnings,  from  cutting  turf  and  loading  it 
■on  railway  ; holdings  once  barren  bog,  reclaimed  by 
years  of  hard  labour ; yearly  outbreak  of  worst  type 
of  fever  cost  consider. able  sum  to  ratepayers ; union 
sunk  pump  in  locality  costing  £40  ; holding  of  393 
fores  m locality  belonging  to  Mr.  M.  Walsh  should 
De  purchased  and  divided;  portions  of  divisions  of 
Ainagh  and  Knocknagone  were  congested;  some  of 
the  houses  were  on  unsanitary  sites,  40323.— Cultiva- 
40323an<*  <*rainage  °*  barren  mountain  required, 


Land  Purchase. 

Land  Act  of  1903  no  improvement  on  previous  ones  ; 
price  of  land  between  1885  and  1903  was  13  to  18A 
years  purchase ; since  Act  of  1903  price  was  18  to 
"T2  years’,  with  bonus  of  three  years’  purchase 
added ; few  sales  in  union  since  Act  passed  owing  to 
nign.  price  demanded  and  landlord’s  unwillingness  to 
sou ; exorbitant  rents  of  the  past  the  principal  cause 
h SoIerty  ’ ren^s  *bad  been  reduced  by  Land  Court 
y *80  a year  on  an  estate  of  which  the  gross  rental 
was  only  £220;  during  30  years’  tenancy  £2,400  had 
oeen  paid  by  tenants  over  and  above  value  of  boljd- 
mgs;  much  improvement  could  have  been  effected  by 
nants  with  such  a sum ; Estates  Commissioners 
should  inspect  all  estates  sold  under  Act  - of  1903  to 
a ,^ena'-n*'s  Paying  too  high  price ; tenants 

greed  to  buy  at  too  high  a price  in  order  to  escape 
, Z6Ut  ’ lan<i  purchase  at  fair  value  the  first 
future  prosperity  ; direct  sale  to  tenants  did 
improve  condition  of  people,  because  they  had 
capital;  farmers  depended  to  great  extent  on 
3,™  America  and  elsewhere,  40323.— .Such an 
itu taon  as  Parish  Committee  would  encourage 
poopie  to  improve  holdings,  40325. 


Emigration. 

Emigration  still  continued  in  union,  40323. 

Creamery. 

Manchester  Co-operative^  Association  built  four 
principal  creameries  in  union  -and  some  auxiliaries ; 
company  advanced  money  to  farmers  at  5 per  cent, 
to  enable  them  to  buy  cows  principal  and  interest 
paid  by  giving  milk  to  company,  the  latter  keeping 
half  price  of  milk  till  advance  was  repaid  ; borrowing 
absolutely  necessary  ; without  advances  many  farmers 
would  be  without  beasts  and  unable  to  live,  40323, 
40327,  40384-8. — Company  really  a private,  not  a co- 
operative company,  40326,  40382-3.— Efforts  had  been 
made  to  start  co-operative  creamery,  but  there  was 
not  enough  capital,  40329.— Price  of  milk  3 ±d.  to  4<f. 
a gallon,  40328. — Separated  milk  was  of  the  worst 
quality,  40389. — Creamery  had  been  in  existence 
seven  years  at  least,  40330. — Its  erection  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  diminishing  tillage,  40331. 

Tillage. 

Tillage  had  diminished ; it  w.as  expensive ; would 
only  pay  a man  who  had  his  own  labour,  40332-3. 

Size  of  Economic  Holding. 

Uneconomic  holding  should  .be  enlarged  to  £20 
valuation,  which  would  represent  about  40  Irish 
acres  in  Kilrush  Union,  where  land  was  poor;  many 
circumstances  to  be  considered ; sometimes  more  land 
would  be  required,  sometimes  less ; measure  must  be 
amount  man  could  -labour  without  paying  for,  40334- 
44. — .Some  holdings  of  five  to  ten  acres  could  be  made 
economic  by  .addition  of  five  good  acres  ; at  any  rate 
it  would  greatly  improve  holders’  condition,  40390-2. 

Agricultural  Committee. 

Agricultural  Committee  had  schemes  for  poultry- 
keeping,  live  stock,  prizes  for  farms  and  itinerant 
instructors,  40345,  40353. — Not  much  benefit  from 
schemes  as  yet ; they  had  only  been  in  existence  for 
six  years;  they  would  develop  later;  and  some  good 
would  accrue,  40346-7,  40350,  40360-7.— Assistance 
given  to  small  farmers ; no  one  excluded,  40351-2. 

Itinerant  Instructor. 

Itinerant  agricultural  instructor  started  two  years 
ago,  40363. — Se  gave  lectures  in  schoolhouses  on  up- 
to-date  methods  of  cultivation,  sometimes  accom- 
panied by  demonstration  on  agricultural  plots,  of 
which  there  were  several  in  the  county,  40354-9. — 
No  plots  in  urban,  area  ; nearest  one  to  Kilrush  was 
at  Moyasta,  five  miles  away,  40348-9. 

Manual  Instruction. 

Considerable  sum  spent  on  manual  instruction, 
which  was  given  at  many  centres,  40368-70.— Con- 
tinuous instruction  not  given;  instructor  returned 
only  after  one  or  two  years,  when  some  of  his  former 
pupils  had  disappeared,  40371-3.— Only  six  weeks’  in- 
struction given  except  in  urban  areas,  which  only 
taught  use  of  tools,  etc.  ; course  should  he  longer, 
40374-7. — Usually  24  to  36  pupils  in  class,  40378. 

Live  Stock  Schemes. 

Two-thirds  nominations  in  horse-breeding  scheme 
devoted  to  farmers  of  lower  grade ; farmers  of  higher 
grade  contributed  to  raising  of  rate,  so  bad  to  be  in- 
cluded in  scheme,  40380. 

Rate  foe  Instruction. 

Rate  of  in  £ raised  in  'County  Clare  last  year 
for  agricultural  and  technical  instruction  ; this  year 
in  £ ; County  Council  thought  themselves  justi- 
fied in.  increasing  the  rate,  no  matter  how  small  the 
results,  40380-1. 


CASEY,  Mr.  G. 


Fishermen. 

Witness’s  farm  was  at  Quilty  West  in  Kilrusn 

Union ; size,  18  acres  freehold,  40395-400. 

There  were  150  fishermen  in  Quilty,  40409. Not 
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including  families,  40413. — Most  of  the  men  in 

Quilty  were  fishermen ; also  those  for  two  miles  along 
coast  at  Seafield  and  Clonahinahy,  40437-8. — They 
were  industrious  people,  40439. 

Improvement  of  Harbour  Accommodation. 
Sheds  for  canoes  needed;  harbour  very  open  and 


shelter;  canoes  broken  every  year  by 
storms,  40400,  40412. — Seafield  pier  good ; harbour 
shallow  and  silting  up;  money  spent  on  it  would  be 
lost  unless  something  were  done,  40406-8. — Dangerous 
rocks  close  to  pier ; man  drowned  coming  in  last  year ; 
feasible  to  cut  rocks  away  and  deepen  channel,  40410- 
11,  40419,  40430. — There  was  a built  harbour  which 
could  be  made  practicable  for  sail  boats  and  schooners, 
40417-9. — Schooners  came  in  formerly,  but  could  not 
now,  40419. — Seafield  was  three-quarters  of  a mile 
from  Quilty;  800  barrels  of  mackerel  cured  at  Sea- 
field last  autumn,  40420. — Fishery  Inspectors  had 
been  approached  on  subject  of  pier,  and  Board  of 
Works  Inspector  came  to  see  it;  he  said  more  money 
was  wanted  to  have  something  done  to  pier;  fisher- 
men’s project  considered  a good  one,  40421-5. — Rail- 
way close  to  pier,  40426,  40435. 

Boats. 

Canoes  were  small  oar  boats  covered  with  canvas ; 
the  men  fished  for  mackerel  with  nets  in  autumn 
until  December,  40401-2,  40403-5,  40431.— Bank  for 
ling  15  miles  out;  men  could  go  there  if  they  had 
boats,  40431-2. — About  35  canoes  in  Quilty,  three 
men  in  each,  40416. — ESort  should  be  made  to  de- 
velop fishery;  Board  should  give  boats  and  gear, 
40402,  40427. — Sailing  boats  and  steam  trawlers  re- 
quired, 40419,  40430. — Change  of  system  would  be 
great  advantage,  and  men  were  inclined  for  it,  40430. 

Nets  had  to  be  left  out  all  night  because  canoes 
could  not  stay  out;  nets  often  drifted  from  their 
moorings  to  another  shore,  40429.— Fishery  had  not 
40436deVel°Ped  because  entrance  harbour  was  bad 


industry  bad  owing  to  want  of  competition; 
i airleigh  and  Co.,  of  Glasgow,  the  only  buyers  in 
the  country;  they  supplied  other  companies  with 
kelp  and  kept  down  prices ; only  £2  10s.  to  £3  15s.  a 
*2  £7  a few  year8  ago,  when  other 
companies  came  to  buy,  40441-5.— 700  or  800  tons  of 

kelp  made  in  Quilty  district  every  year,  40444-5  

Boor  people  would  no  longer  be  able  to  make  it  as  it 

5M-nkelnPafy^t40447'~^PUlati°n  along  shore  ab°nt 
40444.  P rj  WOuld  prevent  their  emigrating, 
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show  methods,  only  results,  40455-7.— Improved 
methods  of  agriculture  all  the  more  important  as. 
there  was  no  untenanted  land  in  Kilkee  or  Kiln,aK 
for  relief  of  congestion,  40476-8.  a 

Demonstration  Farm. 

Demonstration  farm  would  be  more  instructive  than 
plots,  but  could  not  be  so  numerous  as  they  were  ex- 
pensive, 40461-4. — Instruction  might  take  place  for 
four  or  five  years  on  one  farm,  and  then  farm  could 
be  sold  and  inspector  could  move  on  to  another  place  • 
farm  would  be  of  immense  advantage,  40465-6.  ’ 

Agriculture  in  Schools. 

Agriculture  should  be  taught  in  schools ; every- 
thing should  be  done  in  Ireland  to  give  people  proper 
instruction  in  agriculture,  which  was  almost  the  sole 
industry,  40467-9,  40519.— Practical  demonstration 
and  instruction  in  agriculture  should  be  introduced 
instead  of  Department’s  present  schemes,  40485 
40518.— Schemes  of  bulls  and  stallions  and  poultry 
might  be  continued,  40486.  J 

Market  for  Produce. 

Market  for  poultry  very  important;  that  part  of 
Department’s  schemes  not  so  well  carried  out  in 
Clare  as  elsewhere,  40486.— People  dependent  on  local 
buyers,  40487.— Great  market  in  Kilkee  for  produce 
such  as  potatoes,  eggs,  butter,  table  vegetables,  but 
the  people  did  not  attend  sufficiently  to  wants  of  the 
thousands  of  visitors  that  came  to  Kilkee  in  July 
August,  and  September;  they  should  be  taught  how- 
to produce  vegetables  and  place  them  on  market,  and 
generally  to  make  best  use  of  land,  40478,  40484.— 
Land  poor,  and  holdings  small,  but  large  enough’ to. 
be  turned  into  market  gardens,  40479-81.— Very 

special  demand  in  Kilkee;  even  without  that  tillage- 
would  be  the  best  economic  use  of  peninsula  going  out 
towards  Loop  Head,  40482-3.— Department  or  some 
body  should  help  to  provide  means  of  transit,  and! 
also  assist  farmers  to  put  produce  on  market ; good 
thing  to  have  co-operation  under  official  of  Depart- 
ment by  which  farmers  could  bulk  produce  and  put 
it  on  market  to  best  advantage;  uneconomic  as  it  was- 
done  at  present,  40484. 

Tillage. 

.Land  going  out  of  tillage  because  best  of  the  young 
men  were  all  looking  forward  to  going  to  America, 
w kI°Uld  ?0t  WOrk  at  home<  40505-6;  40507-9.—  Could 
' “uch  lmPyovement  unless  something  were  done 
imnrm1'w^e0^ec.deas  and  methods ; farmers  now 
paying  5d"  ?nd  a stone  for  potatoes  they  might 
grow  themselves,  40507.  1 B 
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Department  of  Agriculture’s  Methods. 

aCCruing  from  Agricultural  Depart- 
commensurate  with  outlay;  County  Council 
in  declll™g  to  continue  outlay  unless 
methods  were  radically  changed;  present  system  nf 
never\ng  wlthout  demonstration  useless,  and  would 
never  have  any  result,  40450,  40493-5.  would 

Demonstration  Plots. 

of  orfi  JS  59?1*  was  to  We  a plot 

principal  industry,  as  much  the 

in  other  things,  ' 40453  40494  ^nical  instruction 

worked  with  KparSt  took 

own  neighbourhood;  witness  had  lw n u8t  in  their 

plots  under  their  notice,  404524 

they  accepted  instructor’s  idea  oi  tilling  Pwd  thal 

StoSibirt  X*#  M 

round ; instructor  did  not  hold  it 


. ' Cooking — Laundry. 

404SM  ”"™ld  >tt“d  oookinS  ani  laundry  classes. 
Lace. 

little  SS01,^,  ever  been  Parted  in  Kilkee;  a 
siwLlw % de  1??aUy » number  of  visitors  to  Kilkee 
pecially  favourable  to  this  industry,  40499-500. 

Creameries. 

ettfet  S’9™.™8  “ieltbourhood  or  Tillage  dairies; 
when  the,,  amery  .^_aS  to  make  people  loiter  about 
calves  was  ,aame  ™lth  milk:  aUeged  deterioration  of 
milk  was  nn+merS  0W?  *au*fc’  as  they  knew  separated 
milk  was  not  proper  food,  40501-2. 


ordbiarv  ® *n  Crusheencobbly ; they  v 

instructmn  fn8’  th?ee  T?  131  each>  40469^— Techn: 
cured  in  V.t  CUTln!  fi*h  needed,  40469. -Mack, 
price  than  th  and  °ther  countries  fetched  hig 
were  more  ‘ t aT  £eland-  as  methods  of  cur 

mackerel  caught  "atKi  0470'1'  itness  thought 
who  cured  it  on  i KlPcee  was  sold  straight  to  dea 
fishemm  “ Pj.  to  America ; someth 

rman  cured  them  himself,  40472-6. 


r _ — for  Industries. 

ciple^mubffhs*^?8  usualIy  started  on  wrong  prin- 
ci?fi;  bound  to  ”ot  philanthropic  Jrin- 

business  training  ff  people  starting  them  had  no- 
pay ; no  usp  in  °p  interest  in  enterprise  to  make  it 
use  m Government  subsidising  such  am 
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enterprise,  40510,  40512.— If  conditions  of  neighbour- 
hood pointed  to  likelihood  of  success  of  industry 
Government  might  "start  it  on  assumption  that  once 
started  it  would  pay  its  way,  40512.— Witness  knew 
of  no  industry  started  on  philanthropic  grounds  that 
had  permanently  succeeded,  40513,  40516-7. — He  had 
heard  of  success  of  Foxford  tweeds,  but  that  was 
.quite  an  exception,  40514-5. 


HALPIN,  Rev.  J. — continued. 

per  he-ad,  40563-5,  40572. — There  were  eighteen 
families,  andi  the  holdings  were  chiefly  mountainous, 
the  mountain  land  being  used  for  pasture,  and  gene- 
rally included  in  the  separate  holdings,  though  per- 
haps in  some  instances  it  was  held  in  common,  40563- 
8. — The  eighteen  families  averaged  about  six  mem- 
bers each,  40571.  — Gurtaderr a was  .a  type  of  Olon- 
rusker  division  generally  and  the  country  beyond, 
40568. 

Migration. 


DALY,  Mr.  T.  K. 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

System  of  lectures  and  demonstration  plots  no 
good;  people  retained  nothing  that  they  heard  in  lec- 
tures; in  each  parish  there  should  be  one  central 
■school  to  teach  agriculture,  where  boys  of  Sixth  Stan- 
dard, whose  parents  could  no  longer  keep  them  at 
school,  should  be  taught,  40523,  40528. — Funds  at 
present  devoted  to  other  objects  should  be  given  to 
that  school,  40524,  40527.— It  should  not  be  joined  on 
to  common  school,  40525. — Suggested  system  of  plots 
attached  to  school  not  good,  as  teachers  knew  nothing 
of  agriculture,  and  would  take  long  to  train,  40526. 

Direct  Labour  Schemes  for  Refair  of  Roads. 

Direct  labour  schemes  not  carried  out  properly  by 
•County  Council;  large  and  small  farmers’  sons  em- 
ployed instead  of  labourers,  40529,  40543,  40549. — 
Large  farmers’  sons  employed  to  exclusion  of  men  of 
greater  need,  40550. — Employment  should  be  given  to 
small  holders  under  £5  valuation  by  lottery,  each 
getting  a mile  section  of  road,  40529,  40534-5, 
40539-40. — It  could  be  done  on  contract,  those  not 
carrying  out  contract  to  be  debarred  from  lottery  the 
ensuing  year,  40530,  40532. — Labourers  were  at  pre- 
sent under  County  Council,  40531. — Section  need  not 
be  limited  to  one  mile;  State  should  not  interfere, 
40533. — Remuneration  would  be  fixed  by  County 
'Surveyor;  prices  adopted  at  present  were  those  of 
last  three  years  of  Grand  Jury,  40536. — Old  prices 
could  be  retained,  40541. — Work  now  done  by  County 
Council,  40542. — It  was  mostly  hired  contract  labour, 
40544,  40546. — Special  stafi  of  overseers  employed, 
40545. — Contract  labour  gave  employment  to  small 
holders ; witness’s  system  better  ; people  would  be  their 
■own  contractors,  and  there  would  be  no  influence  to 
get  billets,  40548. — County  Council  had  departed  from 
old  contract  system  of  Grand  Jury  for  last  two  years 
■on  representations  being  made  to  them  to  give  em- 
ployment, 40551-5. 

Improvement  of  Bar  at  Seafield. 

Channel  through  bar  at  Seafield  Pier  needed  im- 
provement, 40555. — Seafield  was  the  principal  fishing 
station  on  west  coast  of  Clare,  1£  miles  south  of 
■Quilty,  40556-7,  40561. — Dangerous  rock  at  entrance, 
40557. — Board  of  Works  inspector  recently  examined 
it;  nothing  done  yet;  it  would  not  be  expensive  to 
remove.  rocK,  40558-9. — Waves  struck  it  on  northern 
•side;  if  recoil  of  wave  struck  boat  it  would  sink 
it,  40560. 
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North-East  Clare. 

Wtineas  was  parish  priest  of  Scariff,  40562. — He 
had  written  a.  book  on  temperance,  40656.- — -Scariff 
parish  was  to  a great  extent  representative  of  North- 
East  Clare  ; it  wias  desirable  that  work  of  Congested 
Districts  Board  should  be  extended  to  Scariff  and 
neighbouring  parishes ; the  northern  part  of  North- 
East  Cl-are  was  mountainous,  principally  reclaimed 
mountain,  and  some  of  the  townlands  were  certainly 
congested,  even  -according  to  the  legal  definition ; 
?°®e  the  holdings  could  scarcely  support  -file  people 
an  comfort,  even  without  -rent  or  instalments,  40563. 

Gurtaderra  Paribh — -Valuation,  Population. 

Gurtaderra,  a parish  in  Union  of  Scariff,  in  elec- 
toral division  of  Clonrusker,  and  four  or  five  miles 
tom  Scariff,  had  an  average  valuation  of  about  18s. 


Migration  either  to  a neighbouring  townland  or 
some  other  part  of  Ireland  would  he  a remedy  for 
congestion  in  this  district,  40575-7. — The  people  . 
would  not  be  unwilling  to  migrate,  40577-9.. 

Purchase  of  Holdings  and  Results. 

Purchase  of  the  land  by  tenant®  -and  re-instate- 
ment of  evicted  tenants  were  desirable ; the  people 
seemed  -incapable  of  -attending  to  anything  but  the 
land  question  till  it  was  settled,  40582. — More  than 
half  the  parish  of  -Scariff  had  been  already  bought  by 
tenants,  some  of  it  under  the  Act  of  1903,  and  some 
under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  40581-2,  40583-4. — The 
whole  Fitzgerald  property  bordering  on  -Scariff  had 
lately  been  purchased  within  the  Ashbourne  Act  -at 
about  seventeen  years’  purchse,  the  rents  being  first 
term  -rents,  40585-7. — About  twelve  or  fifteen  years 
ago  another  property  in  the  townland  of  Poweragower 
was  purchased  -at  fourteen  years’  purchase  under  Ash- 
bourne Act,  40587-8.  — S'inee  the  Act  of  1903  the  prices 
in  many  cases  had  been  about  21,  22,  .and  23  years’ 
purchase,  40589. — Mr.  Stacpoole’s  land  was  sold  at 
21  or  23  years’  purchase;  there  were  first  -and second 
term  rents  on  that,  40590-2. — Purchase  of  Mr.  More- 
land’s estate  was  not  yet  complete,  the  price  was  20£ 
and  22^  years’  purchase,  40594a. — In.  each  of  these 
cases  the  entire  estate  was  sold,  40595. — Mr.  St-ac- 
poole  was  not  resident  in  -Scariff  Parish,  hut  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Moreland,  whose  property  was  at  Tom- 
graney,  the  demesne  had  been  retained- ; it  was  fairly 
large,  40596-9. — The  prices  quoted  were  typioal  of 
those  in  Clare  generally,  40598. — Purchase  was  fol- 
lowed by  immediate  improvement  in  holdings  and 
houses ; two  holders  had  received  prizes  under  a 
county  scheme  for  the  manner  in  which  their  holdings 
were  kept,  40599-602. — The  purchases  resulted  in  a 
reduction  of  rent  amounting  to  between  5s.  and  6s. 
in  the  pound,  and  from  that  to  7s.  or  8s.  in  the 
pound,  40603,  40605. — The  better  class  of  holdings  had 
thirty  or  forty  acres,  40604. — One  which  Dr.  O’Don- 
nell had  seen  and  admired  was  about  twenty  acres, 
and  the  reduction  would  he  about  £3  to  £5,  40600, 
40604. — The  principal  purchase  took  place  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  -and  there  had  been  -a 
decadal  reduction  in  the  meantime,  40606. — Under 
Ashbourne  Act  there  were  many  advantages  to 
tenants,  40607. — Emigration  had  been  affected  by 
purchase  only  to  a small  extent,  40608,  40620. — Re- 
ductions eflected  in  the  last  -twenty- five  years,  first  re- 
ductions in  rent  -and  afterwards  reductions  of  pay- 
ment by  the  purchase,  had  not  had  so  good  a finan- 
cial result  as  might  have  'been  expected,  though  oc- 
cupiers who  had  purchased  their  holdings  took  a 
greater  interest  in  them  and  were  more  thrifty  than 
formerly,  .and  the  -appearance  of  the  houses  and  the 
system  of  agriculture  had  improved  since  purchase, 
40608-9,  40640-1. — The  reduction  of  rent  took  place 
-about  twelve  years  ago,  40623. — Payments  for  rent, 
etc.,  in  1907  were  not  half  what  they  were  before 
1881,  but  individuals  had  no  more  money  in  the  bank 
now  than  then ; among  -the  causes  of  this  was  the 
fall  in  prices  of  cattle  .and  farm  produce,  40610-7, 
40621-34. — -Some  of  the  purchasers  now  put  more 
money  into  their  holdings  than  formerly,  40618. — 
The  improvements  did  not  necessarily  involve  great 
expenditure  of  -money,  as  the  farmers’  families  did 
the  work ; farmers  -lived  in  a.  better  style  than  for- 
merly, 40639,  40642. 

Climatic  Change. 

Land  was  less  productive  than  .formerly,  a change 
in  climate  being  probably  responsible ; May  winds 
were  very  severe  in  1907 ; for  the  last  few  years  sum- 
mer months  had  been  colder,  and  the  summer  rain- 
fall greater,  than  in  the  past;  both  wheat  and  cattle 
were  formerly  produced  where  now  there  was  no 
attempt  to  produce  them,  40642-3. 
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HALPIN,  Rev.  J. — continued. 

Industbies. 

Industries  were  needed,  as  the  settlement  of  the 
land  question  could  not  afford  a complete  solution  of 
the  problem  of  congestion  ; Scariff  had  excellent 
water-power,  a beautiful  river,  and  canal  communi- 
cation with  Limerick  and  Dublin ; 'Scariff  formerly 
had  many  industries;  Lewis’s  Topographical  Dic- 
tionary, printed  in  1837,  mentioned  woollen,  flour, 
and  oil  mills,  an  iron  furnace  and  a glass  foundry, 
•as  formerly  existing  in  this  locality;  'hats  were  also 
manufactured ; witness  suggested  that  the  union 
with  Great  Britain  was  responsible  for  the  disap- 
pearance of  these  industries,  40643A. 

Glass  Manufactube  Possible. 

The  material  for  making  glass,  a fine  class  of  light 
sand,  with  silica,  was  found  in  the  neighbourhood ; a 
white  sand  found  in  the  district,  on  the  shores  of 
Lough  Greaney,  had  .been  exhibited  among  Irish 
minerals  at  South  Kensington  and  at  Cork  Exhibi- 
tion, and  other  places,  ana  witness  bad  received  in- 
quiries from  manufacturers  in  Great  Britain  with  a 
view  to  purchase  for  filtration,  cement  and  glass;  an 
expert  had  stated  the  sand  would  be  suitable  for 
manufacture  of  rough  glass,  but  the  quantity  of  iron 
in  the  sand  would  render  the  manufacture  of  fine 
glass  costly,  40649-50. 

Building  Stone. 

A new  class  of  building  stone,  green,  was  also 
found  an  this  district,  40649-50. 

Re-affokestation. 

Woodlands  might  he  planted  on  the  mountains  and 
immediate  employment, 
40651.-— Monks  at  Mount  Mellenay  had  made  success- 
ful a-nd  profitable  plantations  in  Knockmealdown 
Mountains  near  Mount  Melleray,  40652.— The  plant- 
ing was  begun  about  twenty  years  ago;  the  first 
thinnings  realised  .about  £35  an  acre,  40652,  40660-2 
7±iranChf0f  ?is,  0rd,er  of  Monks  had  entered  into 
K1?1  of  a broken-down  mansion  and  a large  ne- 

ElrfS  tl  from  Scariff,  and 

they  reclaimed  the  land,  and  set  up  mills  with 
modem  machinery ; they  set  an  example  to  agricuf 
tunsts  and  other  workers  in  the  vicinity ; the  Monks 
minded  ***  accus,ed  of  being  over-spiritually 

SuiBto  country  in  the  world  had  * climate  w 

afforestation,  and  the  municipality  got  the  -profits  so 

-A  grani  of  public  money  „„  not  wlted,  jowoT 
HOGAN,  Mb.  PATRICK  J. 

Land  Pubchase  in  Olahb. 

a-wKs  a-sSrS?5’ 

Jot  more  than  two  oiMiree  ft"-*5  p*»* 

Scanil  U»i0»  nndor  AcTof  w ^7?" 

estate  of  Francis  d [>'cn  a -tenant  on 

ti«M  for  **>■ 

chase ; the  estate  was  purchased  a+  T years'  pur' 
eluding  large  arrears;  the  ronts  were  firs? ?' 
cia!  rents  under  Ashbourne  Act - Judl~ 

twelve  years ; &*&£*£!£ 


HOGAN,  Mb.  PATRICK  J. — continued. 

Act  of  1903,  Sir  Robert  Gardner,  of  Dublin  the  land 
lord  of  an  estate  running  parallel  to  North’s  and 
equal  to  it  in  every  way,  offered  to  sell  for  eiWZ, 
years’  purchase,  but  tenants  refused  ; after  Act  cf 
1903  this  latter  estate  was  offered  at  twentv-fiv 
years’  purchase  of  the  same  first  term  rents  and  ne- 
gotiations again  fell  through,  40675--9. There  to- 

no  residence  on  the  Gardner  Estate,  40679 RiJH 

1903  Lady  Fitzgerald’s  estate  had  been  offered  W 
sale  a*  twenty-three  years’  purchase  of  second  term 
rents  and  a lesser  period  on  first  term  rents ; tenants 
offered  about  21£  years’  purchase  on  second  term 
rents ; the  landlord  having  refused,  tenants  went 
into  court,  and  got  Is.  6 d.  in  the  pound  on  an 
average;  there  were  only  a couple  of  second  term 
tenants  on  .the  estate,  40680-3. — The  cause  of  hieh 
prices  in  Clare  was  the  'high  rent  under  which  land 
was  let,  40684.— This  was  due  to  short  leases  which 
prevailed  before  the  Act  of  1881 ; short  leases  were  now 
no  longer  given,  40685,  40687-8.— The  landlords  were 
poor,  and  would  buy  an  estate,  mortgage  it,  and  buv 
another;  they  gave  short  leases,  and  so  secured  t 
high  rent,  40685,  40689. — Tenants  were  now  judicial 
tenants,  40686. — On  an  estate  which  was  typical  of 
many  the  rent  had  been  reduced  by  75  per  cent.,  and 
was  still  dear,  as  the  land  was  mountain,  40689 
— W-tien  reductions  were  made  they  were  not  made- 
with  reference  to  the  Teal  value  of  the  land,  but  with 
reference  to  its  former  rent;  in  the  ’eighties  two 
farms  of  equal  value  had  30  per  cent,  difference  in 
the  judicial  rents,  40691. — In  some  cases  the  rents 
would  be  under  the  valuation,  but  in  Clare  valua- 
tion was  no  criterion  of  value  of  land,  because  when 
Clare  was  valued  much  land  was  under  tillage  which 
had  since  gone  out  of  cultivation,  40692.— In  view  of 
the  high  rents  in  Clare  it  was-  better  for  tenants  to 
S®  ‘f  Land-Courts  than  -buy  -a-t  present  prices ; in  an 
estate  in  Clare  that  was  very  much  broken  up  tenants 
Bad  obtained  a better  reduction  than  they  would 
have  had  under  the  purchase,  40693-4. 

Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Holdings  under  £6  valuation  in  Scariff  Union  num- 
bered 1,246,  out  of  a total  of  about  7,060  holdings, 
la  ^p0pulatlT  of  N>,446  ; in  this  Union  only 
about  400  acres  of  grass  land  were  -available  for  en- 
largements,  40696-700.— In  other  parts  of  Clare  there 
was  plenty  of  land,  40701.— Holders  in  Scariff  Union 
r eL?it  ea'^^ulg  a labourer’s  hire;  they  had  been 
Sft*  '^ei-r  land,  but  the  land  was  wet, 

S.8oSort  ****  “*»  * 


-Climatic  Changes. 

flui'TZo  "'■'-^  better  at  the  time  Clare  was  valued, 
££  then  te  sown  December  which 

nlZ  } ¥ so^  k.U  April ; much  -land  had 

tillaJe  4flfiQ9  °L^tlv^*'lon  'which  then  was  under 
beforo'  1R4K9!!’  blight  was  unknown 

on  fhi.  fr,um  °r  4^704-6. — Cultivation  of  wheat 

„1j  ,eJ  f er  aoa/11®  w-as  now  impossible  owing  to  the 
would  W07.— (Reafforestation  and  drainage 

would  improve  climate  and  soil,  40708.  ^ 

Deainage. 

Vi!^Sgen0f  S?a*ifi  was  rePorted  on  in  1846  by  a 
•nend^rl  whidh.  recommended  the  ex- 

tributariAs^  £40’°^)  on  draining  Scariff  river  and' 
Se  74r6rS  attempts  at  drainage; 

thnno-L-f  g'  ■*  oc<mpiers  favoured  the  scheme,  but 
fr oaf  Pn  impossi^e  bo  exeoute  without  a free  grant 
were  iSnZZ^S  ^09. -The  sides  of  the  river 
exnense  • .«+  TOC^’  ^bich  needed  blasting,  at  great 
beLto  w'w? ?le  kad  'w-as  a sheet  of  water; 
in  the  ^ 'V  bubercular  disease,  and  people- 

40710  Wi+7  b°US6S  along  the  river  by  consumption, 
missio7WwfeS  ?T  P'id«nce  'before  Drainage  Com- 

mendod’draLm rf  sSw  5?"“’  “d  h«. 

Sd„St“'S“  cmld  “claimed  for  4s.  au 
couii  obL  £'  focal  «u&o.iy 

r „rr“-  ^ 

orecS1??. '5s  * mm°T.  oud  tie  estate  in  Funds  of 
would  not'ldp.TOS-ff"  h“i  * sn,*IIer  <xt‘te:  h“' 
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HOGAN,  Mr.  PATRICK  J. — continued. 

Transit. 

Transit-  was  bad ; Scariff  Union  was  fifty  miles 
from  « railway ; before  the  Local  Government  Act 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  offered  £66,500  to  Grand  Jury 
-of  Clare  for  a light  railway  through  East  Clare,  but 
it  was  thought  the  tax  on  the  rates  would  be  too 
£1.eat,  40717-8,  40721. — The  railway  was  to  run  from 
Ennis  to  Scariff,  through  Tulla,  40722-3,  40729-30— 
The  cost  would  be  nearly  double  the  £66,500 ; it 
would  be  better  to  have  a broad  line ; a motor  ser- 
vice by  a line  of  Lord  Pirrie’s  and  another  along  the 
same  route  had  also  been  hoped  for,  but  the  district 
could  not  fulfil  the  condition  about  keeping  roads  in 
repair,  40724-7. — Mangels,  which  did  well  in  Scariff, 
could  not  be  disposed  of  for  lack  of  transit,  40718-20. 


Agricultural  Schemes  in  Clare. 

An  agricultural  scheme  existed  in  Clare ; much 
good  had  been  effected  by  lectures  and  by  cottage -and 
farm  prizes,  40733,  40736,  40742. — Poultry  and 

butter-making  lectures  would  be  eventually  dispensed 
with,  40736. — A suitable  agricultural  instructor  was 
employed ; he  had  experimental  plots ; neighbour- 
ing farmers  had  plots  equal  to,  ana  better  managed 
than,  the  experimental  ones,  40734-6. — Small  farmers 
had  benefited  by  the  agricultural  schemes,  but  with 
t)e tier  transit  better  prices  would  be  obtained  for  pro- 
duce, 40738-9. — Spraying  had  been  introduced  into 
■Clare  by  Father  Clancy  fifteen  years  before,  and  was 
done  two  or  three  times  a year,  40741. — Witness  had 
been  a member  of  Beard  of  Agriculture;  the  County 
■Committee,  the  Counoil  and  Board  advised,  and  the 
Department  did  as  it  liked,  40743-4. — -Committee 
could  only  fix  minor  details,  40745. — Schemes  fell 
through  unless  Department’s  wishes  were  followed, 
40747. — Committees  could  refuse  to  subscribe,  but 
this  would  involve  the  stopping  of  schemes  already 
commenced,  and  cause  injustice,  40748,  40752,  40754. 
—Particular  schemes  such  as  the  poultry  scheme 
could,  of  course,  he  dropped,  while  others  were  con- 
tinued, 40749-50. — Complete  abandonment  of  a 
•scheme  meant  loss  of  the  rate  in  aid,  40753. — There 
had  been  disagreement  between  Committee  and  De- 
partment about  the  poultry  scheme,  and  Department 
themselves  paid  for  instructors,  40751. — Control  by 
some  central  department  was  quite  necessary,  and 
Department  of  Agriculture  had  to  exercise  control, 
as  it  contributed  more  than  half  funds  for  the 
schemes,  40755-6. 

Congested  Districts  Board. 

Iniscaltra  North  and  South,  Dromin  and  Mount- 
shannon  were  scheduled  under  Congested  Districts 
but  got  no  aid  from  it;  their  requirements 
had  been  brought  before  Board’s  officials,  without  re- 
sult; these  placed  were  transferred  to  County  Clare, 
tor  administrative  purposes,  under  Local  Govem- 
sneut  Act ; when  scheduled  they  were  in  County  Gal- 
way, 40756-8,  40760. 


O’CONNOR,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 


O’CONNOR,  Mr.  WILLIAM. — continued. 


Enlargement  op  Holdings. 

About  1,200  acres  of  grazing  land  was  available 
for  enlargement;  some  of  this  was  mountain,  40770, 
40776.— It  was  mostly  in  landlords’  hands,  40786— 
A property  of  1,084  acres  near  Killaloe  had  a valua- 
tion of  £233  10s.,  40770. — General  Gore  had  129  acres 
of  arable  land  valued  at  £100  10s.,  Colonel  O’Cal- 
laghan 114  acres  of  arable  land  valued  at  £92  10s. ; 
valuation  was  the  best  guide  to  value  of  land  in  this 
district;  acreage  was  no  guide,  40771-5. 


Drainage. 

The  river  between  Scarifi  and  Tulla  did  much 
damage  by  flood,  40776-7,  40783.— Part  of  the  land 
flooded  had  been  sold  by  landlord  to  tenants,  40778. 

Many  tenants  would  be  unable  to  bear  additions 
to  their  instalments  in  pioportioit  to  the  advantage 
to  them  of  a great  drainage  scheme,  40779-81.— They 
would  find  it  easier  to  pay  instalments  plus  drainage 
u drainage  were  effected  than  to  pay  their  original 
instalments  without  drainage,  40783.— Drainage 

would  mean  cutting  away  the  rocky  bed  of  the  river 
above  Scariff ; there  was  a waterfall ; the  river  needed 
to  be  thoroughly  cleaned  as  far  back  as  the  moun- 
tains, 40785-9. — The  rock  extended  about  half  a mile 
continuously,  then  the  river  became  deep  and  further 
up  there  was  rock  again,  40790. 


Industries. 

Industries  were  confined  to  a little  milling,  flour 
and  meal,  in  Killaloe,  40791— Wool  was  exported 
from  Scariff  and  Feakle  to  England,  40974— A woollen 

industry  might  be  made  self-supporting,  40796-7. 

It  would  be  well  to  consult  an  expert  on  prospects  of 
a woollen  industry,  40798-9— There  was  water  power 
available,  40795. 


Communication  between  Scariff  and  Killaloe  was 
/ino/v?!*’  »?d  to°  dear  f°r  anything  but  provisions, 
4U80U-1— No  regular  sailing  was  possible,  owing  to 
floods  which  often  caused  a week’s  delay  between 
scans  and  Killaloe  or  Limerick;  a canal  connected 
with  the  Dublin  canal  ran  from  Killaloe  to  Lime- 
rick; quantities  of  butter  supplied  by  Feakle  to 

ArtSS  T nr  t0  be  sent  by  car  fc0  ayoid  delays, 
40WM-3— No  creameries  existed  in  Scariff  Rural  Dis- 
trict, though  every  holder  had  cows;  schemes  for 
starting  creameries  fell  through,  40804-7— Everything 
was  hampered  by  transit  difficulties,  40808. 


COLLINS.  Mr.  MICHAEL. 


Farm  of  Witness. 

'fi!ntSS„resiied  at  O’Callaghan’s  Mills,  and  repre- 
sented Tulla  Board  of  Guardians;  he  held  between 
sixty  and  seventy  acres,  some  in  Scariff  Union,  some 
m l ulla,  six  miles  apart;  he  had  55  acres  in  Tulla 
wtth  valuation  of  £30  ; he  had  an  abatement  and 
hoped  to  get  a further  one;  he  settled  about  four 
years  ago.  40811-3. 


Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  resided  at  Feakle,  and  was  Chairman  of 
ooariff  Rural  District  Council;  he  had  a farm  of 
thirty  acres,  40761-2. 

Congestion  in  Scariff. 

iWj,01!  ““ted  in  Scariff  Union,  which  con- 
£10  *t0  i&°P„hol£inSs’  va,ued  at  and  under 

thp ’.,n-°762’3’  49766-7-— Total  number  of  holdings  in 
thrJ  n Was  about  1’529>  40765— There  were  two  or 
famfliZfT-  c°n8®sted  townlands  near  Feakle;  fifteen 
„ s Fllved.  fchere  on  a valuation  of  £70 ; the 
thel  Li^11,63  Were  the  larSesfc'  40808— Land  in 
diffident "Jands  yxas  sometimes  held  in  nine  or  fen 
mon  il  P aC6S ; xt  was  in  rundale  and  held  in  com- 
neadowY0"?  .case  seven  people  had  eight  acres  of 
milf  nno  And  ln  ooinmon,  four  0f  them  having  one- 
“2  tl..  other  three  the  other  half;  the 
6 year  they  changed  about,  40809-10. 


Congestion  in  Tulla  Union. 

Valuation  of  Tulla  Union  was  £33.555,  popula- 
tion was  9,834;  there  were  91  outdoor  relief  cases, 
?;°.7Priinng  m Persons;  average  weekly  cost  of  re- 
J i,  er?  ^ere  -ma2y  sTia11  holdings  in  lower 
end  of  Tulla  Union,  in  Broadford,  in  south-east  of 

UndU^LS  ?Klllurin’  Which  had  niuch  mountain 
land  attached,  there  were  at  present  six  persons 
sharing  a holding  valued  at  £5 ; this  holding  was 
not  heid.m  common,  but  each  person  had  his  own 
dlTlde  " tenancy,  40813-7— There  was  a large 
tract  on  Killunn  mountain  which  would  be  useful 
hvii  lPe?P,le’  40318--The  holders  earned  their 
ivmg  by  labouring,  40820,  40824— They  could  go 
lf  tley  wisfaed-  40822-3— These  facte 
40825  6 threapeasteru  Part  of  Tulla  was  congested, 
40825-6— Large  grass  farms  in  Tulla  Union  held 
hb7  ^ landlord-  partly  by  grazing  tenants 
mi  ht  be  used  for  enlargement  of  holdings,  40827-30 
As  a rule,  owners  resided  on  them,  40831. 
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COLLINS,  Mr.  MICHAEL — cov tinned. 

Turbary  on  Mr.  Phelps’  Estate. 

One  owner,  Mr.  Phelps,  had  recently  sold  his  hold- 
ing to  his  tenants,  who  would  probably  keep  all  the 
bog,  which  Mr.  Phelps  had  formerly  let  to  all  small 
holders  in  the  neighbourhood,  40831-8. — This  bog  was 
really  only  capable  of  supplying  all  tbe  tenants  on 
this  one  estate,  40835,  40840,  40842.— There  was  an- 
other large  bog  up  in  the  mountains  which  was  difficult 
of  access,  but  should  be  made  available  to  tenants  on 
other  estates,  40832,  40840,  40847. — Bogs  were  gene- 
rally divided  among  tenants ; a particular  farmer 
would  sometimes  try  to  obtain  the  whole  bog  on  an 
estate,  but  this  was  not  allowed,  40845. 


DELAHUNTY.  Mr.  TIMOTHY. 


Rundale  Tenants  in  Kilbareon,  Scariff  Union. 

Witness  was  a farmer  having  about  nine  acres  of 
land  and  residing  at  Kilbarron,  Feakle,  in  Scariff 
Union,  40848. — -The  Kilbarron  property  contained 
428  acres ; there  were  fourteen  tenants  with 
a valuation  of  £98  10s. ; a grass  land  on 
the  property  was  valued  at  £98  8s.  and  was 
held  by  a grazier,  40848-52. — Some  of  the  four- 
teen tenants  had  five  to  ten  acres;  some  men  with 
five  acres  had  thirteen  divisions  on  their  land,  which 
was  in  rundale ; seven  persons  joined  in  a meadow 
of  eight  acres  and  had  different  parts  in  alternate 
years,  40852-4.— -The  agent  had  refused  to  sell  through 
Estates  Commissioners  and  demanded  twenty-four 
years’  purchase  for  the  rundale,  40854-6.— If  sold 
through  Estates  Commissioners  the  fourteen  holdings 
could  have  been  re-divided  and  enlarged  by  addi- 
tions from  the  meadow  land ; tenants  would  have 
accepted  Estates  Commissioners’  decision  regarding 
ml i vision,.  40857-9,  40869.— These  rundale  tenants 
had  been  m court,  40860. 


MALONE,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Occupation  of  Witness. 

. Witness  resided  at  Bodyke ; he  had  been  engaged 
in  cattle-dealing,  and  was  a good  while  in  Scotland 
as  an  assistant  salesman,  where,  he  had  opportunity 
of  studying  breeds  of  cattle,  40870-3.— He  was  a 
40874-5°*  rreland'  and  had  been  thcre  fifteen  years, 

Cattle  Breeding  on  Irish  Mountains. 

Cattle  best  suited  to  mountainous  parts  of  Ireland 
40890 th<vJ?°£‘  lor.nefi  West  Highland  cattle,  40876-7, 
40890.— Witness  had  brought  forty  of  these  cattle 
Which  tbe  Veterinary  Department 
re  used  to  admit  any  more  for  fear  of  disease;  Se 
was  no  disease  m Scotland  at  that  time;  those  wit- 
40892  3r0UThf  mPrt  fd,f  rimarkab,y  well,  40878-9, 
Highlfndf  theSe  C1att,e  comPr^d  the 

wcr  purf,°ses  !?fsides  ornament,  40881-2.— Thev 

EFK—  s ef  ss 

when  snow  was  lying,  40883-5,  40391  40901  ' 

eighteen  months  feeding  40892  ThL1?  in  h after 
admitted  H . dhese  cattle  were  now 

C,nneaeP ™h  U- " t 

about  £3  cheaper  than  thirty  ° d in  ^°’  ^'are  were 
Beef  at  one  time  was  sold  iPwf8  2g°’  40916-9— 
cwt  40906  7 !•  80  , in.  Scotland  at  £4  10*  a 

of  beef  since  f«p  ls  ics  which  showed  a rise  in  price 
I'nsed  on  the  best  prices,  4°ffi-9.-^^ 


MALONE,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

agree  with  statement  that  cattle  as  compared  with 
cereals  were  much  more  valuable  in  1905  than  in 
1852;  his  memory  went  back  to  about  1876  when 
American  beef  was  unknown,  40910-1. — Fattenino- 
cattle  in  Scotland  was  done  entirely  by  stall-feeding’ 
40920-2. — These  cattle  fetched  higher  prices  than 
cattle  from  elsewhere,  40924-5. — The  stall-feeding 
method  was  not  practised  much  in  Ireland,  probably 
from  ignorance,  and  because  Ireland  had  better  grass 
land  for  fattening  than  Scotland,  40923,  40926,  40931. 
— Raising  stores  was  also  practised  in  Ireland,  40932 
— Stall-feeding  would  produce  manure,  40930.— Where- 
stall-feeding  was  practised  in  Ireland  it  paid,  40934. 
— Fat  beasts  sent  from  Ireland  to  England  lost  10s* 
to  £1  in  value  on  the  journey,  40935-7. — Killing  cattie- 
before  despatch  to  England  would  prevent  this  loss 
but  was  little  practised,  40937-4.  ' 

Sheep-raising. 

Sheep  suitable  for  the  mountains  were  black-faced 
horned  sheep  and  Cheviots ; on  mountains  between 
Scariff  and  Limerick  only  one  man  kept  Scotch  sheep 
40940. — Many  ewes  and  lambs  were  imported  from 
Scotland  that  could  be  as  easily  reared  on  these- 
mountains  which  at ' present  were  waste,  40941-3 
40945,  40949,  40951.-5,569  Iambs  were  imported  to 
Derry,  40961,  40964.— The  ewes  were  put  on  the  good 
lands,  a home  ram  allowed  to  run  with  them,  and 
the  lambs  sold  fat;  they  paid  well,  40950,  40963-4.— 
The  lambing  season  would  be  better  in  Ireland  than 
Scotland  if  similar  methods  were  used;  the  Irish 
mountains  were  more  fertile  for  sheep,  40965,— 
Fattening  of  lambs  for  the  butcher  was  increasing ; 
the  small  Scotch  sheep  were  better  nurses  than  Irish 
sheep,  40960. — Wool  of  black-faced  sheep  was  not 
warm  but  useful  for  the  pasture,  40962.— Rams 
should  be  imported  for  breeding,  40944.— Mountain 
grazmg  in  Scotland  was  rendered  valuable  by  being 
utilised  for  sheep,  40965.— Boards  of  Agriculture  and 
Congested  Districts  should  introduce  sheep  for  breed- 
ing, 40946-8,  40952.— Galway  and  North  of  Ireland 
men  understood  sheep  better  than  Clare  men  did, 
wyoo.— Irish  farmers  generally  needed  instruction  in 
40955  8 dmg  fr°m  Congested  Distri^3  Board, 


MacNAMARA,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

Position  of  Witness. 

JV’tness ,ived  at  Clountagh,  Scariff,  with  his 
, i?-  Va.s  a small  farmer  ; witness  represented 
i-lectoral  Division  of  Inniscaltra  South,  in  Scariff 
Union,  as  a Rural  District  Councillor,  40966. 

Tenants  Deprived  of  Grazing  Land. 

v„WSCAlfcf  S°orl?  consisted  of  eleven  holdings, 
wji  • «>.  “d  ™ on  Mr.  Jam® 

! > b estate,  Mountshannon,  which  was  now 
offered  for  sale  to  tenants  ; some  tenants  had  agreed 
40Pfi6e7tyTlV°/ear-S’  Pur°liase  of  second  term  rents, 
nf  PU,.’r,+  if  dlvlS101?  contained,  within  the  township 
valnpfl  J ncrf  Brazing  farm  of  about  seventy  acres, 
, £f?  6J-  Which’  in  sP^g  of  1905,  was 
velrs  Iandl,°rd1t0  4 man  called  Bugler;  for  forty 
wiiiob  P+ll  the  farm  was  devoted  to  grass,  on 

yl;,™  tenants  put  their  yearlings  from  May  to 
thp  hnv  fnv3f1fhmg-  a monthly  payment,  and  biiying 
of'+w/Fcpp*'  odder  in _ winter ; the  grass  farm  consisted 
road  40968 0DS'  one~fourth  of  it  being  above  tile 'main 

A Right  of  Way  Needed. 

a Je«^ffifilieSJwho  lived  behind  this  section  had  no 
often  in  a fir?ad’  ex,cePt  through  a river,  which  was 
to  1QA7  Vaf  , weeJ{s  ; about  sixteen  years  previous 
a SS  5*  1tndlf,rd  gave  these  three  tenants 
Buo-ler  T,nV°Ugh  Si-ass  farm,  which  road 

refi  f.  n°W  cl0S6d  to  them ; six  tenants 
of  thie  J agreements  until  the  tenant 

used  tn  a?  '353  W™  ,was  removed,  and  the  land 
he  er>nnnn,-arge  fcbe  other  holdings,  which  would  then 
;CL“mp'ilsion  needed  to  secure  this 
the  gtass  tosd;  the  district  should  be 
scneduled  as  congested,  40968-72,  40974-6,  40981-2.— 
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MacNAMARA,  Me.  MICHAEL — continued. 

The  spirit  of  the  Act  of  1903  demanded  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  land  among  small  holders,  40979-80.— The 
riaht  of  way  through  the  farm  had  not  been 
Established  ; it  had  not  existed  twenty  years,  40973.— 
The  crass  farm  was  two  miles  from  the  demesne, 
409767— Witness’s  brother  was  one  of  the  three  tenants 
out  off  from  the  road,  40984. 


KEANE,  Me.  PATRICK — continued. 

be  made  economic,  41008. — Some  holders  would  ba. 
willing  to  migrate  to  a distance,  41011-3. 

Parish  Committees. 

There  was  no  Parish  Committee  in  any  Mount- 
shannon  district,  41009-10. 


KEANE,  Me.  PATRICK. 

MOUNTSHANNON  ELECTORAL  DIVISION. 

Witness  resided  at  Clonamellon,  Mountshannon, 
and  represented  Mountshannon  Electoral  Division, 
■where  he  had  a farm  of  36^  acres,  with  rent  of  £7 
on  second  judicial  term,  and  valuation  of  £8  10s., 
40986-7. 

Congestion  in  Mountshannon. 
Mountshannon  Division  was  already  scheduled  as 
congested;  it  consisted  of  five  townlands,  four  being 
on  estate  of  John  F.  George ; there  were  fifty  tenants 
in  this  district,  thirty  of  whom  occupied  holdings 
under  £5  valuation  ; more  than  forty  holdings  were 
under  £10  valuation  ; holdings  generally  were  small 
and  poor,  consisting  of  patches  of  reclaimed  mountain, 
plus  a few  acres  of  healthy  mountain ; occupiers 
bought  hay,  and  put  their  cattle  to  graze  by  the 
month ; the  children  emigrated  as  they  grew  up ; 
holdings  needed  additions  of  arable  and  meadow  land  ; 
some  of  the  people  would  willingly  migrate;  the 
district  contained  untenanted  or  demesne  land,  and 
1,000  or  1,100  acres  of  mountain  land  in  hands  of  land- 
lords, which  might  be  acquired  for  relief  of  congestion, 
40989. — Tenants  paid  an  additional  rent  for  grazing 
on  the  mountain  land ; the  terms  of  agreement  for 
purchase  of  holdings  would  give  tenants  the  right  to 
grazing  on  the  mountain,  40990-3,  41001. — The 
mountain  grazing  alone  would  not  make  the  holdings 
economic,  40994. — The  untenanted  demesne  land  was 
partly  by  the  lake,  where  it  was  let  for  grazing ; an- 
other portion  was  let  for  meadowing ; part  was  let  to 
tenants  on  an  outside  estate,  40997-8. 

Floods. 

A river  flowing  into  Lough  Derg,  east  of  Mount- 
shannon,  caused  waste  to  holdings,  and  should  be 
cleaned  and  banked  40998-9. 

Roads. 

Two  old  Board  of  Works’  roads  through  the  district 
would  be  useful  if  repaired ; ten  families  lived  either 
side  one  of  these  roads,  which  also  led  to  a bog 
that  supplied  turf  to  Mountshannon,  40999. 

PUECHASE  OF  HOLDINGS. 

Negotiations  for  sale  of  the  estate  were  proceeding, 
40989. — Tenants  had  been  offered  twenty-two  years’ 
purchase  on  second  judicial  rents,  end,  witness 
thought,  eighteen  on  non- judicial ; there  were  not 
many  first  judicial  rents ; a minority  of  tenants  had 
refused  to  sign  agreements,  41000.— Owner  had  refused 
to  sell  to  Estates  Commissioners  ; if  the  Commissioners 
bought  direct  the  grass  would  be  available  for  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings,  41002-3,  41006-7. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  declined  to  interfere,  as  estate  had 
not  been  offered  to  them,  41003-5. 

Congestion  in  Inishcaltea  Noeth  and  Inishcaltea 
South. 

Inishcaltra  North  and  Inishcaltra  South  should  be 
treated  as  congested ; in  Inishcaltra  North  the  same 
conditions  prevailed  as  in  Mountshannon ; on  the 
Hibbert  Estate,  in  Inishcaltra  North,  there  were 
about  fifty  tenants,  twenty-eight  being  under  £10 
valuation,  and  eighteen  under  £5  ; the  small  tenants 
were  mostly  in  the  townland  of  Selevnane ; they 
bought  inferior  hay,  and  paid  £1  extra  for  grazing 
cattle  on  Bohatch  Mountain,  a mile  away,  41007-8. — 
The  mountain  land  held  at  present  by  the  landlord 
should  be  bought  by  Congested  Districts  Board  or 
Estates  Commissioners  and  striped,  41008. — Emigra- 
‘l0n  was  common  on  the  Hibbert  Estate ; migration 
would  probably  be  necessary  if  all  holdings  were  to 


DRISCOLL,  Ma.  JAMES. 

Congestion  in  Ballymacdonnell  Townland,  Tulla 
Union. 

Witness  resided  at  Drimeen,  Broadf,>id,  41016. 

In  townland  of  Ballymacdonnell,  in  Killuran 
Electoral  Division,  Tulla  Union,  three  partners  held 
in  common  fifteen  acres  of  mountain  grazing,  valued 
at  £6  13s.  ; they  paid  rent  in  common,  41016-8,  41021. 
— They  had  been  there  before  witness  could  remember, 
41019. — They  had  small  holdings  besides  this  common 
land,  41021. — A number  of  other  small  occupiers  held 
small  grazings  in  common,  apart  from  their  individual 
holdings ; all  were  under  £5  valuation,  41022-3. — In 
the  same  division  about  1,200  acres  of  grass  land,  in 
six  holdings,  were  let  on  the  eleven  months’  system, 
41023-30. — This  grass  land  should  be  purchased  and 
divided  among  the  small  holders  who  needed  it,  and 
would  be  willing  to  pay  an  equitable  price  for  en- 
largement, 41031-3. — This  grass  land  would  suffice  to 
enlarge  the  worst  cases  of  small  holdings,  41034. 


MAGUIRE,  Rev.  J.  J. 

Migration  from  Clare. 

Migration,  even  into  other  counties  and  provinces, 
would  be  welcomed  by  the  people  on  the  mountain  if 
good  land  were  provided ; witness  knew  this  from 
twenty-eight  years’  experience  in  six  counties  ; between 
Ennis  and  Scariff  there  was  much  congestion,  and  also 
on  another  part  of  the  mountain-side ; the  nature  of 
the  land  made  any  radical  improvement  in  the  holdings 
impossible ; the  water  oozed  right  through  tho 
mountain,  41036-7. — There  should  be  no  difficulty 
from  the  people  in  districts  to  which  migrants  were 
sent,  because  the  natives  of  those  districts  were  already 
fully  supplied  with  land,  and  did  not  need,  and  should 
not  be  allowed  more  ; there  ought  to  be  a legal  limit 
t>  the  amount  of  land  in  one  man’s  hands  ; nine- 
tenths  of  the  population  were  starving,  while  one- 
tenth  had  too  much,  41038. — A hundred  acres  of  good 
land  should  be  the  limit,  and  average  farmer  could 
work  forty  or  fifty  acres  satisfactorily ; the  benefit 
resulting  from  division  of  the  land  among  the  people 
was  the  first  matter  needing  attention,  and  had  been 
overlooked,  41040-1. — Migrations  should  be  preceded 
by  enlargements  of  small  holdings  in  localities  to 
which  persons  were  migrated,  41042. 

Purchase  of  Holdings  in  Tomgraney. 

Landlords  and  tenants  in  Tomgraney  had' shown  a 
disposition  to  come  to  terms  in  regard  to  purchase  by 
tenants  of  their  holdings ; this  district  contained 
little  land  for  distribution,  41043. 

Drainage. 

Drainage  would  greatly  benefit  farmers,  and  they 
would  be  willing  to  pay  interest ; but  for  the  proposed 
expenditure  of  £47,000  for  the  Scariff  drainage  a 
free  grant  from  Government  would  be  expected;  the 
Arterial  Drainage  Commission’s  report  would  probably 
induce  Government  to  assist  the  various  localities ; 
the  drainage  question  had  been  pressing  for  over  forty 
years ; witness  had  corresponded  with  Secretary  of 
Canal  Commission  in  London  on  the  project  of  running 
a canal  along  the  Scariff  River  to  Tulla ; this  canal 
would  serve  for  communication  as  well  as  drainage, 
41042. 

Suggestions  foe  Industries  at  Tomgraney, 

Stone  had  formerly  been  worked  in  Tomgraney 
village,  41042. — A woollen  factory  could  be  started 
if  capital  and  teaching  were  provided;  four  or  five 
hundred  persons  could  thus  be  given  work ; Clare  and 

a/2 
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MAGUIRE,  Rev.  J.  J. — continued. 

Galway  were  two  of  the  best  Irish  counties  for  wool ; 
The  Tomgraney  wool  was  being  shipped  away,  but 
could  all  be  manufactured  at  home,  and  a great  local 
demand  might  be  created  for  a Tomgraney  frieze  or 
tweed,  as  had  been  done  in  Donegal  for  Donegal 
tweeds  ; it  was  expected  that,  on  application  to  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  an  expert  would  be  sent  to 
investigate  the  question  of  a woollen  industry,  and 
assistance  for  machinery  and  teaching  given ; the 
water-power  of  the  Scariff,  which  had  formerly  been 
utilised  for  a flour  mill,  could  be  employed  to  generate 
electricity,  and  transmitted  to  a woollen  factory  at 
Tomgraney,  41042. — An  embroidery  class  had  been 
lately  started  by  Father  Halpin,  and  employed  fifty 
to  seventy  girls,  who  were  beginning  to  earn  money, 
41042. — There  was  an  exhibition  at  Dublin  from  this 
centre,  41043. 


M'AULIFFE,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Water  Communication  Between  Scariff,  Killaloe, 
and  Dublin. 

Witness  was  Grand  Canal  agent  at  Scariff,  41044. — 
Passage  of  the  canal  between  Scariff  and  Killaloe  was 
rendered  difficult  by  floods  which  occurred  in 
January,  February,  and  December,  and  some- 
times in  March;  in  these  months  fogs  were 
also  a difficulty,  41044-7. — In  other  months  tran- 
sit was  fairly  certain,  41047-9.— For  about  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  before  the  quay  the  liver  was  zig- 
zag, with  a narrow  gut,  rendering  little  steamers 
powerless  against  it,  41049-50. — Steamers  came  within 
a few  hundred  yards  of  the  town,  41051.— Three  boats 
lan  every  week,  when  fogs,  etc.,  permitted,  41052.— 
Freight  per  cwt.  to  Killaloe  would  be  about  6 d.  or  8cZ. 
under  three  cwt.  ; over  three  cwt.  it  was  cheaper, 
43 053-4. —Between  Scariff  and  Killaloe  boats  called  at 
O Brien  s Bridge,  41055. — There  was  a service  from 
■scariff  to  Dublin  ; this  was  not  affected  by  floods  on 
the  canal,  but  down  to  the  lake  vessels  were  held  by 
storms,  so  that  the  town  was  often  kept  short  of 
food  supply,  41056 — A plan  had  ones  been  made  for 
a new  cutting  between  ScariS  and  the  lake,  to  avoid 
.ho  old  stream;  the  plan  had  once  been  with  the 

l«k  th°L  kB'  41068-T1"i  “»•!  would  need  . 
lock  , there  was  an  immense  current  of  water  from 
the  upper  country,  which  was  held  up  in  two  larCe 
basins,  one  six,  the  o*her  nine  miles*  from  Scaril! 


O’CONOR  DON,  The. 

See  also  p.  616. 

Landlords  buying  cheap  and  selling  dear  alleged  - 
Witness’s  experience. 

A property  was  bought  in  Landed  Estates  Court  about 
1863-4 ; price  paid,  with  stamp  duty,  costs  etc 
£10,000  ; it  was  sold  through  Estates  Commissioner^ 
under  Act  of  1903  for  £3,800,  including  bonus,  within 
a month  of  Act  coming  into  force;  large  su’ms  had 
been  spent  in  interval  on  improvements  ; purchaser 
paid  costs  in  ordinary  sales ; under  Act  of  1903. 
vendor  paid  them,  41071-5,  41081-2,  41084.— It  was. 
bought  when  prices  were  high,  and  was  'bringing  in. 
£650  a year,  of  which  £200  was  paid  out  as  head 
rant ; rents  were  reduced  by  30  per  cent.  ; reduction 
fell  on  the  £400 ; net  receipts  had  fallen  to  £200 
41076,  41083. — E«ad  landlord’s  charges  remained  un- 
altered by  Act  of  1881  ; fall  in  rent  affected  sub-land- 
lord’s  interest  only,  although  value  of  property  de- 
preciated, head  landlord’s  income  remained  the  same 
41077-9— The  same  happened  all  over  Ireland  where 
there  were  fee-farm  grants,  41080— Within  a year  of 
purchase  witness’s  father  sent  out  two  -farmers  to 
value  property,  and  reduced  rents  by  3s.  in  £ 41082 
41095— In  1883  or  1884  further  reduction  of  3s.  in  £ 
given  to  tenants  who  signed  faar  rent  agreements  • all 
the  tenants  signed,  but  agent  forgot  to  register  agree- 
ments ; large  number  of  tenants  went  into  court,  and 
got  further  reductions,  so  they  had  really  third  term 
rents,  41095. — .Price  of  estate  when  bought  was  22 
years  purchase ; price  when  sold  was  19  years’  pur- 
chase, including  bonus,  leaving  head  rent  left  out  of 
accou n t ; costs,  expenses,  and  charges  about  equal  to- 
bonus,  41085-92— Drop  in  sale  price  due  to  reduction 
in  rents,  and,  an  case  of  large  amount  of  Irish  estates, 
to  fact  that  nominal  owner  had  to  bear  reduction  on 
whole,  41093. — Different  agreements  made  with, 
tenants  on  estate;  it  worked  out  at  average  of  20' 
years  purchase,  41094,  41096— In  most  oases  land- 
lords  bought  land  dear  and  sold  cheap,  41097-9. 


Ryan,  Mr.  Daniel. 

Congestion  and  Grass  Land  in  Broadford. 
Witness  resided  at  Kilsealy,  Broadford,  41060  — 
;ffWDona  frrr’  about  forty-six  Irish  acres; 
rent  £20,  valuation  £22  5s.,  in  Limerick  No.  2 Rural 
Distnct ; In  this  district  there  was  one  property  of 
^59  acres  of  grass  land,  and  another  property  of  25 
acres,  both  let  on  eleven  months  system  ; round  these 
^ e fan'iUeS  had  holdinSs  with  valua- 
‘P,. £9;  an  average  family  had  six  mem- 
^ loldl?gS  were  very  poor  on  the  mountain  ; 

most  of  the^rSff  T a STU  Cr?P>  in  0thers  none ! 

?fulan<!  was  formerly  in  meadow,  and 

w*’  “*S?- b,it  bo"eht 

cal™,  ton,  small  hS&  Ss 

»“fobied°S,e 

bolds,  they  oild'lto  torT"tell7«L‘T”o68™a11 
Slate  Quarry. 

but  they6  CTOl"Jnotawik'iit%”pito 

forked  ,t  would  give  much  empfoS,  '41068Pr°P'lI)' 

Mill. 

idlt^hto,mfii”“s"°rt,6e  bad  been 

back 


Criticism  of  Definition  of  Congestion — Townland 
suggested  as  the  Unit. 

Definition  of  congestion  in  1891  Act  did  not  coincide- 
with  poverty-stricken  districts  intended  to  be  dealt 
with  ; good  deal  of  fishing  in  some  districts  which  was 
not  included  in  poor  law  valuation,  41100—  A place 
was  not  congested  if  people  had  means  of  livelihood 
even  if  valuation  were  under  the  mark,  41101— Board 
dealt  with  other  sources  of  livelihood  besides  agricul- 
ture, and  they  should  be  considered,  41103-4,  41159— 
statutory  definition  book  into  account  nothing  but 
agriculture ; there  were  districts  scheduled  which  had 
■other  resources,  and  poor  congested  districts  not  sche- 
duled, because  there  were  rich  and  sparsely-populated 
areas  in  the  same  division  ; definition  in  1903  Act 
of  congested  estates  was  also  defective ; it  depended 
largely  on  amount  of  mountain  or  bog  or  an  estate. 
not  on  poverty  of  inhabitants  ; Cloonfower  division 
an  example ; great  part  not  congested,  yet  whole  was 
scheduled  ; Clonalis  Estate  not  congested  according  to- 
Act,  yet  portions  were  very  poor ; many  town  lands. 
tlul,t€,  well-to-do,  yet  came  nnder  definition  of  con- 
gested, -because  they  had  large  amount  of  mountain 
or  bog  on  thorn,  41138,  41159. — More  discretion  should' 
be  given,  and  the  two  definitions  got  into  line ; 
Board  should  act  on  any  estate  in  congested  area  or 
portion  of  which  was  in  congested  area,  41139-40— 
Requirements  as  to  mountain  and  bog  should  be  left 
out  of  definition  of  a congested  estate  whether  estate 
were  inside  or  outside  congested  area,  41141-4— Area 
j 'I®  ’.  P®tter  to  restrict  it  to  townland  df  con- 
fiSSF  dl7”s.  were  to  be  adhered  to  at  all,  41100, 

, fH05,  41119,  41159. — Limit  of  valuation  to 

be  left  to  Board’s  discretion  ; 30s.  limit  did  .as  rough 
and  remy  test;  better  to  have  inspection  and  confi- 
dential report  to  Board,  41120,  41159— Townland  * 
well-known  unit  in  West  of  Ireland  ; most  country 
.did  not  know  what  an  electoral  division  was, 
a j rA°  ,•  ?hould  1)6  fTe«>  but  not  obliged,  to 
bestow  differential  treatment  on  any  townland  outside 
the  western  province  requiring  it,  41124— For 
drainage  and  such  schemes  townland  or  even  electoral 
division  would  be  too  small  an  area,  41109. 
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Foil  Discretion  for  Congested  Districts  Board. 

1 Power  to  Schedule  and  Unsckedule. 

Board  should  not  be  limited  to  any  district,  at 
least  throughout  West  of  Ireland,  but  given  a free 
va-n,!  with  discretion  to  deal  with  congestion  where 
’ thought  necessary,  41106,  41115-7,  41119,  41156, 
41411  —They  knew  the  country,  and  would  be  ham- 
-nered  by  cut  and  dried  definition,  41157.— Restrictions 
to  Connaught  would  exclude  Donegal  and  Kerry, 
■which  needed  Board’s  .assistance,  41107.— With  regard 
to  purchase  of  estates  they  oould  be  restricted  to  Con- 
naught, 41108.— Board  need  not  deal  necessarily  with 
every  poor  district,  only  where  they  thought  it  ad- 
visable: operations  at  present  very  much  in  patches, 
41110-11  41167. — Easier  for  them  to  exclude  particu- 
lar districts  if  they  had  very  large  .area,  less  chance 
of  pressure  being  put  on  them  to  go  to  a particular 
spot,  41112,  41168.— It  would  mean  giving  them  pur- 
chase powers  over  the  whole  country  for  enlargement 
purposes ; they  practically  had  that  .at  present,  only 
without  power  of  dividing  land  amongst  people  in 
neighbourhood,  41113. — Giving  free  hand  to  Board 
would  do  away  with  many  present  difficulties  ; they 
would  not  'be  expected  to  exercise  their  power  in  re- 
spect of  small  scattered  plots,  41114.— Increase  of  re- 
sponsibility slight,  41158.— Board  should  have  power 
to  schedule  and  unschedule,  41120,  41159. — When  their 
work  was  done  in  a district,  'as,  for  instance,  on  the 
Dillon  Estate,  that  district  should  be  unscheduled, 
41160,  41162. — If  district  were  cut  off  the  Board  could 
not  be  bothered  for  .grants,  41161. — Agricultural  in- 
struction could  still  continue  in  the  district,  though 
even  that  might  cease  eventually,  41163. — When  dis- 
trict was  sufficiently  improved  it  could  be  handed  over 
to  Agricultural  Department  to  deal  with  as  an  ordi- 
nary district,  and  excluded  from  Board’s  care,  41164- 
5.— Area  of  Dillon  Estate  fairly  substantial,  41166. 


Special  Grants  to  Co  untv  Committees. 

Special  grants  given  by  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  County  Committees  in  poor  districts  in  Tyrone, 
Antrim,  or  Down  for  preferential  treatment  would 
cut  up  distributing  body  into  too  many  units,  waste 
a good  deal  of  money,  and  not  do  much  good ; per- 
sonal pressure  would  be  put  on  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee ; proposal  for  Estates  Commissioners  to  exer- 
cise Board’s  functions  in  those  districts  was  much 
what  witness  suggested,  41125-31. 


Work  of  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Department’s  work  in  poor  districts  not  so  success- 
ful as  Board’s,  41132,  41149. — Board  should  do  De- 
partment’s work  if  basis  of  districts  were  maintained, 
41133,  41449. — Witness  lived  on  border  of  congested 
district,  and  had  seen  considerable  improvement  where 
Board  operated,  but  not  much  result  from  Depart- 
ment’s work,  41134. — Bulls,  sires,  etc.,  might 
do  good  to  poor  men,  but  Department  could  not  do 
small  things  as  well  .as  Board,  41135. — Not  the  same 
necessity  for  improvement  .in  non-oongested  areas 
as  a rule,  only  in  certain  portions,  41136. — De- 
partment’s special  supplementary  schemes  not  yet  in 
operation  in  Roscommon,  41137. — County  schemes 
unsuitable  for  poor  districts  ; Department’s  instruc- 
tion was  given  by  lecture,  whereas  Board  went  direct 
to  poor  man  ; Department  more  for  county  at  large, 
41449. 


Purchase  of  Land  Outside  Congested  Area. 

Purchase  of  land  outside  congested  area  should  be 
left  to  Estates  Commissioners’  discretion  ; impossible 
to  frame  definition  to  suit  every  case  ; Commissioners 
should  be  given  discretion  as  to  loss  of  10  per  cent. , 
41146,  41148. — Landlord  could  refuse  to  allow  estate 
to  be  declared  congested  ; no  landlord  would  do  so, 
41147. — Feeling  used  to  exist  that  landlord  would  get 
smaller  price  if  estate  were  declared  congested,  but 
that  was  now  dying  out,  41149. — It  was  expressed  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  who  added  the  objectionable 
words,  41150-1. — Only  four  estates  treated  as  con- 
gested since  Act  came  into  force  ; these  words  nullified 
intention  of  section,  and  should  come  out,  41152, 


O’CONOR  DON,  The — continued. 

41155. — In  witness’s  case  Estates  Commissioners  in- 
sisted on  consent  being  given,  41152. — Advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  treating  estate  as  congested  had  'been 
considered,  and  the  10  per  cent,  found  to  be  the  only 
difference,  41153. 


Nature  of  District  a Factor  in  applying  Remedy. 

Nature  of  district  must  be  considered  ; remedy  use- 
ful in  one  place  impossible  in  another;  hopeless  to 
try  .and  migrate  seaboard  population  to  inland  grass 
lands ; they  would  not  go,  and  would  not  know  how  to 
use  land  if  they  did,  41169. 


Remedies  for  Congestion. — South-west  Galway. 

Maritime  districts  in  South-West  Galway  the  worst 
in  Ireland ; earning  power  of  population  should  be 
increased ; people  .industrious,  .and  did  not  complain 
so  long  as  potato  crop  was  good ; failure  of 
crop  should  be  avoided  by  interchange  of  seed,  provi- 
sion of  facilities  for  and  instruction  in  spraying ; 
teaching  people  to  use  land  to  best  advantage ; hope- 
less to  expect  improvement  from  migration  ; existing 
industries,  such  as  turf  and  fishing,  should  be  en- 
couraged, .and  people  Tendered  as  little  dependent  on 
potato  crop  as  possible,  41169,  41417. — Where  estates 
were  bought  land  should  be  striped,  and  roads  made 
to  enable  tenants  to  go  more  inland  ; land  on  seaboard 
now  used,  because  there  were  no  facilities  for  getting 
manure  inland,  41169. — Where  there  were  facilities 
•people  had  gone  inland  ; there  was  room  there  for 
reclamation  ; no  limestone,  but  .as  good  land  as  on 
seaboard,  if  they  oould  get  seaweed  there  for  manure, 
41170-3. — Land  along  shore  had  probably  gone  out 
of  cultivation,  and  w.as  now  poor  grass  .land,  41173. 
— It  was  dry,  but  so  were  some  of  the  hillsides  further 
in  ; it  was  only  by  great  manuring  and  enormous 
labour  that  seaboard  land  produced  anything,  41174. 
— Population  on  seaboard  dependent  on  seaweed, 
41175. — Shipping  of  turf  another  industry  and  burn- 
ing of  kelp  ; no  fishing,  41176-8. — Places  in  Conne- 
mara where  piers  could  'be  built,  41180. — No  natural 
harbours,  41181. — Great  expenditure  necessary  to 
make  piers  of  use  without  harbour,  41182. — More  shel- 
tered places  in  Galway  ; inlet  at  Costello  would  give 
shelter,  41183-4.— Large  boats  would  be  required, 
41185. 


North  Mayo. 

There  was  fishing  in  North  Mayo ; the  land  there 
would  be  better  used  if  it  were  in  South  and  West 
Connemara,  41178. — Population  of  maritime  districts 
in  North  Mayo  comparatively  comfortable,  houses  good, 
there  was  grass  land  neaT  Kilcummin  and  Kallala 
which  oould  be  obtained  at  .flair  price  without  compul- 
sion for  enlargement  of  holdings  ; not  wise  to  increase 
holdings  to  make  agriculture  maim  source  of  living, 
as  population  were  accustomed  to  fishing,  41185, 
41209,  41214,  41417. — They  did  not  fish  all  the  year 
round  ; while  not  engaged  in  fishing  they  should  culti- 
vate land  with,  their  f amilies,  41211. — No  vegetables, 
grown  in  West  of  Ireland  except  cabbage,  41212. — 
Board  had  bought  several  estates  in  district,  41213. — 
Estates  should  be  kept  in  hands  and  improved  before 
sale  to  tenants,  41214. — No  one  should  be  drawn  from 
fishing  to  agriculture ; the  latter  might  mot  be  the 
better  means  of  livelihood,  and  land  was  scarce,  41215- 
6. — Undesirable  to  take  a small  population  from 
labour  which  brought  much  money  into  the  country  ;. 
not  .a  bad  thing  for  people  to  go  away  sometimes, 
41217-9. 

New  seed  wanted  im  North  Mayo,  advantage  to 
sell  seed,  and  send  elsewhere  for  a change,  41185. — 
New  seed  made  decided  improvement,  41186-7. 


Potato  Seed. 

Better  to  change  every  year  on  small  scale  than  to 
do  it  once  in  a way  on  a big  scale ; some  system  of 
changing  seed  would  be  very  good,  41190. — Witness 
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and  his  father  gave  seed  to  tenants  when  there  was  a 
failure ; generally  an  'improvement  for  several  years 
afterwards,  41180. — Seed  got  from  North-East  Ire- 
land, 41194. — Change  from  one  part  of  estate  to  an- 
other of  some  use ; witness  got  seed  from  the  North 
this  year  on  acoount  of  failure  last  year ; amount 
given  insufficient  to  plant  whole  estate,  but  was  an 
■assistance,  41195-6. — New  seed  not  a different  kind ; 
difficult  to  get  tenants  to  take  any  but  Champions  ; 
many  people  thought  Champions  a failure,  41197. — 
Difference  of  opinion  as  to  which  was  best  potato  to 
take  for  seed ; some  took  big,  some  small,  others 
medium ; they  should  be  put  down  whole,  and  they 
should  sprout  them,  41199. 


O’CONOR  DON,  The— continued. 


Potato  Sprouting 

By  sprouting  witness  meant  packing  potatoes  drv 
in  boxes,  and  allowing  the  sprouts  to  grow  ; they 
lafcer>  and  came  up  earlier  than  others, 
They  could  be  made  to  sprout  quickly  or 
slowly,  41202.— Professor  Campbell  suggested 7 the 
witness  and  his  father  found  it  so  suc- 
2*,“  lle,  continued  it,  41203.— Weak  potatoes 
discarded : another  advantage  was  that  only 
nntof?Ongft/^°0t-J.appeared'  and  whole  strength  of 
ln  Jt  i country  people  weakenedgpota- 
toes  by  cutting  them  into  several  parts ; medium 
sized  potatoes  the  best  for  sprouting,  41204. — Late 
41205  — BIivhfle  W6t  affected  Potato6S  more, 

others  £ 1 Spr°UJted  potatoes  than 

oiners,  as  they  were  more  advanced  when  nut  out  • 

yielded  was  arger ; he  wished  to  see  if  it  wL  S 
for  early  a„d  late  planting,  41206. 


tZ'ZZ  Tf  uS  f°r  Wrent  access  of  pota- 

JSdlSj  after*  tSm'e  ! httlS  done  after 

gooa  year,  after  a bad  one  everyone  sprayed,  41189. 

Districts  in  Mayo  South  or  Belmullet. 

Districts  in  M-ayo  south  of  Belmullet  wore  poor- 
land  was  bad,  but  capable  of  imnrovem®^; 
?r7ige’  •e-tc-.;  Population  was  sea  supported  • no 

- s-ssi  ass 

Committee  had  done  a good  deal  and 
proved  appearance  of  houses,  41417-9.  ' 


refold  .an  instance  what  OTU,d  ^ 

Sp  ^hL"^iis.rTS“Flr  ‘“•s- 

placp  to  start  mjtliing  in  ’tS  ^?^La  ioP?Iote 
trios;  Forforf  Ltto 

lf"(ge  installation  of  machinorvU™^'  t”!  ^'V  had 
Mostly  women  employ™  ;iS  part  ft*?'  fl486— 
sometime  wro.  but  that  did  i?ot  PinterfL?lant  Jm"!ed 
industry.  4MB— not  Sdf  41SS  ™Sh 
sary  to  import  labour,  41429.  ° ‘ — Onnoces- 


; Acquisition  of  Land— Question  of  Compulsion 

Acquirement  of  grass  lands  necessary  for  6nk™ 
ment  of  holdings  and  pacifioation  of  the  count™' 
which  would  result;  compulsion  might  he  needed  if 
lands  could  not  be  got  by  amicable  agreement  but  wit 
ness  thought  there  wore  grass  lands  (available  412% 
43.— As  much  land  .as  was  needed  could  be  acaid^i 
at  fair  price,  41274,  41835.— Even  if  a body  lifcftc 
Board  decided  it  could  not  acquire  enough  voluntarily 
still  there  would  'be  no  case  for  compulsion,  becaus^ 
that  body  might  wrongly  decide,  what  quantity 
wanted,  .and  what  it  was  not  able  to  acquire  41275  fi 
—If  Board  were  found  saying  they  wanted  W 
quantity  of  land,  .and  yet  were  unable  to  divide  whit 

they  had,  it  would  'be  no  case  for  compulsion  41277 

Even  if  a landlord  objected  to  sell  a small  piece  of 
land  Board  might  go  elsewhere  for  what  thev  wanted 
41278-9  41282 . Wi taess  opposed  to  compukion  & 
af  anything  were  taken  estate  should  be  bought  in 
toto  (exclusive  of  demesne),  not  the  best  pars’  onlv 
41279-81. — To  establish  » case  for  compulsion  ,25 
sity  for  obtaining  grass  land  must  be  shown,  and  it 
must  be  proved  that  owners  as  a whole  refused  to  sell 
what  was  necessary ; not  that  one  or  two  people  with 
hits  here  and  'there  refused  ; real  object  of  demand  for 
compulsion  was  to  get  land  cheaper,  41282-3,  41835 
—Compulsion  only  necessary  if  it  were  proved  that 
land  that  was  necessary  could  not  he  obtained  at  fair 
price ; witness  maintained  large  quantities  could  be 
so  obtained,  41285,  41293-4,  41308-10.— If  owners  of 
land  m Roscommon  were  unwilling  to  sell,  value  of 
land  should  be  ascertained  .and  offered  if  Board  could 
afford  to  give  it,  41286-7,  41321.— To  suppose  land- 
mrds  would  refuse  to  sell  was  to  suppose  circumstances 
that  did  not  exist,  41288— Witness  objected  to  com- 
pulsion on  principle ; only  if  there  were  great  public 
need  would  it  be  fair  to  take  land,  as  in  case  of  rail- 
ways,  41289— Voluntary  system  might  break  down 
•without  justifying  compulsion  ; Estates  Commissioners, 
•under  present  Act  might  not  be  permitted  to  give 
value  of  land,  ias  they  might  only  give  price  they 
■could  recover  on  cutting  up  holdings;  holdings' might 
be  less  valuable  after  'being  cut  up  than  when  used 
for  grazing,  41290-1. — Compulsion  might  be  neces- 
■sary  under  certain  conditions ; these  conditions  had 
not  'arisen ; Estates  Commissioner's  had  already  as 
.much  land  as  they  could  deal  with,  41308— Plenty  of 
-land  to  be  obtained  without  compulsion  if  fair  price 
were  given,  , and,  above  all,  delay  in  completion 
aTd6d’  Jf.  xt  weTC  true  th-at  graziere  were 
getting  into  difficulties  it  would  be  better  to  wait,  and 
«®t  land  cheaper;  alleged  demand  for  land  by 
d.ld  n°t  Point  that  way ; if  land  were  too 
w,f™SraT?16rS  COu  d ?ofc  make  it  pay,  and  it  would 
S^P  on  market ; if  it  were  too  cheap  Board 
«o^offer  more  and  -buy;  compulsion  could  be  used 
as  easily  after  grazier  had  'bought  as  now,  41835. 

Inspection  by  Estates  Commissioners  preliminary 
to  Purchase. 

IrBndionJs  afraid  of  inspection  of  grass  lands  by 
Estates  Commissioners,  because  if  they  did  not  agree 
trouble  might  result,  41220-2, 

+ ■ ’ 41232.  They  thought  Commissioners  were 

10  §et  land  below  its  value,  which  was  the 
• many  landlords  refused  to  allow  .preliminary 
inspection,  41220-2,  41224,  41228-9,  41356— They  would 
WRb  . rt5  W]16n  had  quieted  down  41227.- 

if  +ue  dls?^etion  tliey  could  be  managed  now 
41  7 .wouid  g®t  price  to  satisfy  them  41229. 

_]•  l j‘ * . eertam  number  of  landlords  ap- 

1 inspection,  and  did  not  get  it,  although 
?nCTS  f nt  out  oiTcnlars  requesting  leave  to 
inject  where  they  had  not  been  asked,  41223,  41620. 

peo,PIe  ™ho  allowed  inspection  by  Estates 
sell  tl^0n£r®,  W011e  those  who  were  very  anxious  to 
+:  ’ , faiinre  to  come  to  agreement  .after  inspec- 

U296-S  WsoSg  to  say  that  prsSt 
refinain<r  °'i  Inland  was  due  to  landlords 

loi'd’s^nvmff1300^011'  s4*299- — Generally  speaking,  land- 
Cbmmi£5  ^ ,f,aiT  one>  41352-5i  41362. -Estates 

bvS?6lSS  approad!  owners  privately,  not 
nfanv  teU ^em  a fair  price  would  be  given; 

askin tr  1<>wer  price  than  they  were 

41413— K should  fee  made  knowd  that 
oommisnoners  were  prepared  to  .advance  price  beyond 
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recent  offers ; tliat  would  bring  in  large  quantities  of 
lnd  41357-61.— More  land  available  than  was  sup- 
nosed  41402.— Inexplicable  that  Estates  Commis- 
cLners  refused  to  take  land  offered  to  them  at  their 
own  price,  and  though  they  stated  that  they  could 
not  pay  for  £35,000,000  worth  of  land  already  bought, 
continued  to  send  out  circulars  saying  they  wanted 
to  buy  more  land,  41619-20,  41626.— Estate  could  not 
lie  bought  without  inspection,  but  a promise  might 
be  given  to  buy  at  certain  price,  subject  to  inspection  ; 
cases  where  land  was  found  to  he  worth  less  than 
that  paid  by  grazier  would  be  rare  ; right  to  have  in- 
spection at  the  start,  bub  landlords  objected  to  it,  be- 
cause they  thought  they  were  not  given  high  enough 
nrice  and  there  was  too  much  financial  delay,  41330- 
4 41337-9. — Confidence  of  landlords  must  be  restored 
in  order  to  make  thean  allow  Estates  Commiss;oners 
to  inspect,  41340. 

DEWY  IN  COMPLETING  SALE  THE  CHIEF  CAUSE  OF 
UNWILLINGNESS  TO  SELL. — INSTANCE  OF  DELAY. 

Delay  the  chief  cause  of  unwillingness  to  sell ; if 
Government  could  offer  cash  down  large  portion  of 
difficulty  would  be  removed,  41232,  41236,  41356,  41791, 
41797. — Burton  Persse  Estate  w.as  offered  by  landlord 
and  provisionally  taken ; after  two  years  it  was  de- 
clared unsuitable ; owner  practically  lest  use  of  land 
in  interval,  41232. — Government  policy  was  to  acquire 
land  to  enlarge  holdings ; Land  Commission  had 
adopted  policy  of  giot  giving  proper  price  and  of  huge 
delay,  and  blame  should  rest  on.  them ; if  landlords 
thought  they  would  be  paid  in.  reasonable  time  they 
would  agree,  but  Land  Commission  did  not  complete 
within  two  or  three  years ; £35,000,000  worth  of  pro- 
perty at  present  in  process  of  sale  which  could  not  be 
completed  for  a great  many  years,  41233.  If  landlords 
could  be  told  they  would  be  fairly  treated  and  paid 
without  delay  thousands  of  acres  could  be  got  in  a week, 
as  many  as  40,000  acres  in  Roscommon  and  Mayo  after 
certain  amount  of  time  and  negotiation,  41245-51. — 
Speed'  almost  as  important  as  .price ; many  landlords 
not  unencumbered,  .and  delay  in  paying  purchase 
money  w.as  almost  fatal  to  them,  41262. — Much  land 
oould  be  bought  at  price  of  a year  or  two  ago  if  there 
were  quick  sales,  41344. — Less  price  given  now  than  a 
few  years  ago,  41344-6. — There  was  also  delay  an 
getting  a contract;  Estates  Commissioners  did  not 
bind  themselves  as  to  definition  of  estate  and  price ; 
they  only  gave  provisional  agreement  until  the  last 
moment-,  41253. — Witness’s  own  case  an  instance  ; 
provisional  agreement  made  to  buy  400  acres  of  gTass 
land ; land  was  inspected  and  approved  of,  cut  up 
and  settled,  without  binding  agreement  on  either 
side ; sale  went  through  ; when  Commissioners  divided 
land  they  excluded  certain  patches,  and  deducted  value 
from  purchase  price;  report  on  land  had  not  men- 
tioned that  part  was  ia  useless  swamp  ; it  said  land 
was  suitable  for  enlargement  of  holdings ; State  must 
take  some  risk  of  not  being  able  to  re-sell  if  it 
wanted  land ; landlords  would  not  sell  on  the  chance 
of  having  small  patches  returned,  41254-60. — Swamp 
was  returned  because  tenant  could  not  be  got,  and  for 
no  other  reason  ; land  had  had  two  inspections  before 
offer  was  made  for  swamp  ; witness  offered  to  procure 
tenant,  but  got  no  reply,  41260-1,  41616-18. — Portion, 
of  tiie  best  land  was  divided  betrwieen  two  lccal  publi- 
cans in  large  business,  41261-3. — There  were  plenty  of 
people  on  other  estates  who  could  have  'been  trans- 
planted there,  41302,  41306.— In  selling  the  145  acres 
witness  accepted  the  Estates  Commissioners’  figure; 
extra  grass  land  not  taken  because  no  tenant  could 
be  got  for  it,  not  because  witness  wished  to 
extort  higher  price,  41609-11. — Estates  Commissioners 
did  migrate  people  sometimes,  and  had  large  number 
of  estates  for  that  purpose,  41307. — Delay  casued  by 
absence  of  money ; this  had.  recently  been  contra- 
dicted, 41335-6. — Purchases  could  not  be  carried 
through  in  a way  to  treat  everyone  fairly  without 
more  funds;  they  must  be  prepared  to  lose  more 
money;  amount  given  to  landlords  could  not  be  re- 
covered from  tenant  purchasers,  41341-3,  41348,  41401. 
—Lack  of  .funds  responsible  for  dielay,  not  solicitors ; 
private  sale  got  through  in  a month  or  two ; sale 
through  Estates  Commissioners  took  two  or  three 
years,  41415. — Witness  had  purchased  land  in  Ire- 
land privately,  and  title  was  proved  and  sale  com- 
pleted in  six  weeks  at  longest,  41416,  41794-5. — Wit- 
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ness  could  quote  instances  of  sale  of  ground  rents  ; six 
weeks  the  longest  period  taken ; public  body  neces- 
sarily slower,  but  two  or  three  years  was  too  long, 
41794-8. — Estates  not  paid  for  by  Commissioners  till 
long  after  purchase,  41621. — Interest  of  3£  per  cent, 
on  purchase  money  paid  meanwhile,  whereas  charges 
on  estate  were  sometimes  four  or  five  per  cent,  which 
had  to  be  continued  to  be  paid  for  perhaps  two  or 
three  yeans,  leaving  landlord  nothing  to  live  on  and 
in  greatest  difficulties,  41622-3,  41625. — Owner  relieved 
of  management  charges  once  property  was  taken  over, 
but  Estates  Commissioners  did  not  take  over  till  they 
were  just  ready  to  pay  ; loss  of  about  two  years’  in- 
come in  witness’s  case,  41624. — Low  rates  given,  which 
had  to  be  collected  as  owners  best  could  ; no  evictions 
could  be  oarried  out ; much  income  lost,  41626. — Land 
in  hand  should  be  paid  for  before  more  was  -bought ; 
real  difficulty  a financial  one,  41626. — Finances  of 
the  Act  framed  disadvanbageously,  41627. — Land 
Commissioners  did  not  pay  punctually,  even  under 
Section  6 ; witness  had  only  received  November  instal- 
ment in  June  ; quick  payment  important  to  people  in 
difficulties,  41785. — If  vendor  of  tenanted  or  un- 
tenanted land  were  guaranteed  four  per  cent,  of  pur- 
chase money  from  six  months  after  lodgment  of 
originating  request  or  on  application,  hundreds  of 
owners  now  afraid  of  delay  would  he  willing  to  sell, 
41787. — Impracticable  to  make  agreement  at  4 per. 
cent,  with  small  tenants,  41788-9. 


Pkice  of  Land — Basis  of  Valuation. 

Difficult  to  give  instances  where  price  was  considered ' 
too  low,  as  there  would  be  trouble  on  the  properties 
if  it  was  known,  41235. — Landlords  as  a whole  willing 
to  sell  at  a fair  price,  41310-11. — Estates  Commis- 
sioners in  position  of  purchaser  without  a free  hand, 
they  were  bound  to  see  there  was  enough  security 
and  therefore  could  not  give  as  much  as  an  ordi- 
nary purchaser,  they  were  without  personal  pecuniary 
interest,  but  were  not  proper  parties  to  fix  price  in 
case  of  compulsion,  41315-20. — True  value  pretty 
clearly  fixed  on  estate  tliait  had  been  let  for  many 
years  on  gracing  system,  41322,  41331. — Inspection 
required  to  prevent  fraud,  41323-4,  41327-9. — Often 
impossible  to  arrive  at  true  value  even  with  inspec- 
tion, 41325. — What  a man  had  paid  for  land  anc 
been  able  to  make  living  out  of  was  the  strongest 
evidence  of  value  of  land,  41326. — Board  had  made 
good  bargains  up  to  the  present,  they  got  £25,000  ' 
a year  grazing  receipts  for  land  valued  at  £16,500  • 
a year,  they  paid  Land  Commission  less  than  they 
received,  though  they  let  grazing  at  30  per  cent,  be- 
low usual  rate,  and  were  unable,  through  magnitude 
of  their  operations,  to  buy  cattle  with  same  care  as 
ordinary  grazier ; this  was  conclusive  proof  that  Board 
purchased  30  per  cent,  too  cheap,  41677-80,  41684-6. 

— Board  bought  at  price  based  on  Poor  Law  valua- 
tion; Poor  Law  valuation  in  Roscommon  admittedly 
5s.  in  £ lower  than  it  ought  to  be,  41682. — Witness’s 
father  had  sold  at  15  per  cent,  under  Poor  Law  valua- 
tion, but  only  under  quasi  compulsion,  having  been 
in  negotiation  for  two  years  he  could  not  withdraw, 
41683,  41853-4. — Land  sometimes  put  up  for  auction  ; 
before  Board  c-ame  there  was  difficulty  in  refusing 
grazing;  unfair  to  say  price  charged  by  landlord 
was  too  high,  when  people  were  willing,  and  it  paid 
them,  to  give  it,  just  because  Board  was  able  to 
buy  at  fixed  price  and  charge  lower  rates,  41684. — « 
Interest  on  purchase-money  paid  by  Board  less  than. 
Poor  Law  valuation,  41688-90. — Land  would  yield 
more  than  Board  got  from  it,  landlord  naturally 
wanted  price  that  would  recoup  his  actual  income ; 
even  if  land  yielded  only  what  Board  got  from  it 
price  should  be,  more  than  Board  paid,  41703-5. — 
Grazing  income  meant  practically  no  expense,  £16,500 
not  excessive  rent  for  receipts  of  £25,000,  41698-9. — 
Not  much  difference  in  profits  from  grazing  land  one- 
self or  taking  in  cattle;  men  without  capital  took 
in  cattle,  those  with  capital  grazed  land  them- 
selves ; many  think  bigger  profits  made  by  being  grazed 
by  occupier,  41702. — Experts  said  land  was  worth 
more  as  tillage  or  cut  up  than  as  grazing;  supposing 
it  to  be  worth  the  same  then,  seeing. that  1£.  times  Poor- 
Law  valuation  was  made  out  of  grazing,  the  fair 
annuity  of  land  cut  up  would  be  1£  Poor  Law  valua- 
tion, 41692. — Witness  put  bonus  again  ss  cost  of  sales, 
no  cost  of  management  after  sale,  41603. — No  bonus 
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in.  what  Board  received,  if  £25,000  was  paid  for 
grazing,  and  land  was  as  valuable  when  cut  up,  the 
holdings’  rent  of  that  land  would  be  £25,000  a year, 
which  was  far  more  than  landlords  suggested,  41694- 
5. — Profits  on  stock  being  included  in  the  £25,000  only 
showed  that  price  charged  for  stock  was  not  too 
high,  41695. — £25,000  would  not  be  excessive  profit 
if  land  were  divided  amongst  various  holders;  wit- 
ness did  not  agree  with  experts  who  said  profit  on 
holdings,  allowing  for  man's  labour,  etc.,  would  be 
more  than  grazing  rents,  41696-7. 
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Chance  of  Rise  in  Price  of  Land. 

As  much  chance  of  rise  in  value  of  land  as  of  fall, 
importation  of  Canadian  cattle  would  reduce  price 
of  young  stock  and  injure  small  man,  but  would  help 
grazier  with  good  land  as  stock  would  be  cheaper; 
price  of  beast  when  fattened  would  not  be  proportion- 
ately lower,  there  would  be  more  profit ; there  might 
be  Protection,  but  political  possibilities  on  both  sides 
must  be  considered,  41706-8. 


Graziers’  Rents  and  Prices. 

Landlord  who  had  let  land  regularly  for  many 
years  wanted  price  that  would  yield  his  income; 
Estates  Commissioners  would  not  give  it ; occasional 
grazing  rent  should  not  be  considered  ; land  in  Ros- 
common let  regularly  on  eleven  months'  system, 
eleven  months’  tenant  was  permanent  in  practice, 
though  he  could  be  ejected  at  a moment’s  notice ; if 
rents  could  be  got  in  that  way  from  tenants  who 

nourished  it  proved  land  was  worth  it,  41708-12. To 

give  eleven  months’  tenant  privileges  of  an  established 
divnot  '^°rl  d jd,d  to  difficulty  of  relieving  congestion, 
9®*  ,brem  did  not  begin  as  graziers,  they  were 
well-to-do  men  willing  to  continue  system  and  prosper 
funder  it  which  showed  they  were  not  paying  too  much 
«LiandLgLaZin£1  s?sfcsm  miShfc  be  a monopoly,  but 
same  could  be  said  of  any  property,  41714-6.— Grazier 
had  paid  same  rents  in  Roscommon  all  the  time  no 
attempt  made  to  raise  them,  41717. 

Rack-Rent  True  Test  of  Value. 

Statutory  rent  was  a rent  fixed  by  a body  appointed 
by  statute  and  was  not  a true  test  of  value  -statute 
7t!L5aSSe<i!. 60  Profce<Tt  small  tenants  from  rents  beine 
firkin  nP  by  dra,nds  l°r  5ma11  foldings ; rack^enf 
. °?en  ro.arlfet ; where  people  were  prospering  for 
« if  co"U  »ot be  SdM 

3X  «"*«»  wens  substantial  men 

marta  wr  thau  tho89  6xrf  b,  4lrai 

sav"'  better  ”J£?Jy  “?  8Ecod:  ^rUh  climate  moist  and 

^LEr^ZLV8!-,  “Liz, " hi  w 

41735.  ’ fenCeS'  6tc"  had  be  mainlined, 

Market  Value  of  Land. 

or  purpose  of  relief  of  congestion,  41377.  P ” 


or  True  Value  of  Untenanted  Land. 

r,  Annual  value  of  untenanted  land  should  bn  ui 
4-  “ afc  least  one  and  one-third  Poor  Law  valuS 

ly  thus  providing  for  interest  of  both  owner  and  ™, 
x>  Pier;  where  valuation  was  under  net  income  ovm£ 
it  sho^d  have  option  of  proving  his  receipts  • the* 
t-  receapts  should  then  be  talcen  as  value,  and  ven<W 
,n  should  get  capital  sum  to  yield  him  his  net  innoZ 

* «®W>,  418®._This  would  do  away  w*h  „“5 
tainty  prevailing  about  price  when  left  to  valuers  to 
fax ; even  expert  valuers  differed  enormously  in  opinion 
“ to  value  of  land,  41869,-Poor  Law  v Aat£ IZ 
b per  cent,  higher  than  second  term  rents  41837  — 
Poor  Law  valuation  represented  landlords'  intena- 
the  third  the  occupier  s interest,  41840.—  Difficult 

1,  get  at  fair  rent  of  grass  lands,  41838.-15  percent 

* below.  valuation  taken  in  one  case,  objection  raised  as 
p to  price  being  sufficient,  it  would  not  have  been  sold 
; but  for  the  tenanted  land,  41842-5.— Owner’s  interest 
i-  for  sale  price  represented  by  second  term  rents,  41850 
,t  No  second  term  rents  on  grass  lands,  41846  41867 

* — btate  put  occupiers’  interest  at  one-third  owner's 
m calculating  income  tax,  41841,  41849.— One  and 
one-third  on  Mr.  Doran’s  figures  would  be  low  41847 
—First  and  second  term  rents  often  the  same  no 
second  term  rents  on  good  land  in  Roscommon,  al- 
most impossible  to  find  average  of  second  term  rents 
on  similar  lands  in  the  county,  41851-2,  41867.— Grass 

7 Lands  had  been  sold  on  Poor  Law  valuation  at  25  to 
> 30  years  purchase,  and  demesne  bought  back  at 

4185  j’?'Ta£ultiple  mWbt  be  different 
' “ taird  ,was  afded-  but  practice  was  the  same, 

’ 41861.-Board  went  on  Mr.  Doran's  valuation,  not 

, on  Poor  Law  valuation,  41863.— Twenty-seven  years’ 
purchase  was  given,  41865.— That  was  not  necessarily 
on  Poor  Law  valuation,  but  on  Mr.  Doran’s  estimate, 
or  that  of  whatever  valuer  was  employed,  41868.- 
Ihree  or  four  years’  purchase  was  added  to  valuation, 
witness  put  it  at  one-third ; difficult  to  ascertain  net 
I receipts  where  man  farmed  himself,  profits  could  not 
always  be  allocated,  many  resident  owners  gave  more 
employment  than  necessary  as  was  done  at  Clonalis; 
Mr.  Doran  s evidence  showed  true  value  of  grass  lands 
was  m excess  of  standard  witness  suggested,  41869. 

Dealings  with  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners. 

Dealings  with  Congested  Districts  Board  preferred 
insane distr.cte,  mothers  with  Estates  Commissioners 
ST  rIeTaW  'amongst  landlords  that  in  sale 
to  cdu\kBoard  money  was  more  quickly  paid  than 
m sale  through  Estates  Commissioners,  41414.— Great 
k,m.6”Iargi,nB  lloUi"S!  and  migration  un- 
.e.t,  for  ,™ls  of  population,  but  desirable  in 
t.tl  ‘ Wf*  *tate  o£  country,  41264-5. -Huge  mis- 

w™ldT1do»m“4ii6‘Im‘‘ter  TOShed  “S  Pr°b,‘bly 

Land  for  Tenants’  Sons. 

Scheme  suggested  to  quiet  the  country  was  to  give 
.to  Jenant®.’  sons ; this  would  not  relieve  con- 
2’“  facfc  mi  gilt  create  it;  less  grass  land  re- 
1 ( or  cases  where  old  holdings  were  relinquished 

4.L„'  v°T,?IvlnS  to  sons  of  tenants  who  remained  on 
i , , - InSsj  there  were  two  distinct  schemes,  giv- 
^ JflUuigB  to  sons  that  might  be  desirable,  and 
to  TTi;/17®  them  * living,  41360-73— More  difficult 
b7  motion  if  land  were  in 
of  t;bai1  if  't  remained  in  hands 

refused  to  sell,  41374-6— Best 
obtain  grass  lands  first  and  use  them  in 
s'“  by  Mr.  Doran,  then  fill 
41267-8^  4i363U7^y  ^ conSe®ted  estates  were  acquired, 

Board’s  Lack  of  Funds. 

******  Board1,  was  at  present  debarred 

4i269-V%272SJ¥Cf“d,req,,jrag  *>?  want  of 

]..  n j +i  ’ , That  showed  it  was  money,  not 

available,  4127L— Adequate* tads 

made  landlo  A ded’ and  with  the  quick  purchase  that 
mSv  StiPr6fflcr  Board  to  Elates  Commissioners 

41073 grass  land  would  take  place, 

r-mblo  a®  ln.come  should  be  largely  increased  to 

tricts  for  t<J  i?lVf  more  distance  to  poorer  dis- 

Sg'S’XtSlT^'  drii"5'  -‘•  “—a 
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Board  . and  Estates  Commissioners  both  operating 
in  Connaught. 

Board  and  Estates  Commissioners  had  both  done 
good  work,  undesirable  to  take  powers  away  from 
either;  Board  should  have  more  power,  41378. — Diffi- 
cult for  Estates  Commissioners  to  hold  large  tracts 
of  land  for  relief  of  congestion  until  Board  were 
ready  to  put  migrants  on  them,  pressure  would  be 
put  on  Commissioners  to  break  up  land  for  tenants’ 
sons  and  others;  they  could  hold  small  quantities, 
41379-83. — If  grass  land  were  to  be  held  for  relief  of 
congestion  it  should  be  held  by  the  'authority  who  was 
going  to  move  migrants,  namely  Congested  Districts 
Board,  41385. — Board  and  Estates  Commissioners 
should  be  quite  separate,  and  not  move  migrants  on 
to  land  held  by  each  other,  41385. — Each  should  hold 
enough  land  only  for  its  own  immediate  needs;  good 
coula  be  done  by  holding  land  adjoining  estates  pur- 
chased and  using  it  for  grazing,  41386. — Both  bodies 
could  operate  in  same  area ; rule  might  be  made  that 
one  should  not  try  to  purchase  land  offered  to  the  other, 
41387. — Board  should  deal  mainly  with  congested 
estates  but  no  hard  and  fast  rule  need  be  made,  prices 
offered  might  be  different,  41388-9. — Mistake  to  put 
all  Connaught  under  Estates  Commissioners,  it  might 
all  be  put  under  Board  as  they  knew  more  about  man- 
agement of  congested  areas,  41390-1. — Drawback  to 
that  was  that  Board’s  time  and  money  would  be 
wasted  buying  unoongested  estates,  there  would  be  no 
one  else  to  buy  the  latter  if  Estates  Commissioners 
were  excluded  from  Connaught,  41392-3,  41404. — 
There  was,  at  present,  an  arrangement  by  which 
estates  not  requiring  speoial  treatment  could,  on  cer- 
tificate of  Board,  be  transferred  from  owner  to  ten- 
ant, 41403. — Estates  Commissioners  might  be 

allowed  to  purchase  non-congestfed  estates,  but 
a third  body  would  be  necessary  to  determine  which 
was  to  deal  with  estates  offered,  31394. — Objections 
to  Estates  Commissioners  having  sole  powers  of  pur- 
chase and  leaving  management  of  estates  after  pur- 
chase to  Board  was  that  the  latter  knew  more  about 
estates,  purchasing  authority  should  be  the  one  for 
subsequently  dealing  with  estates  because  in  fixing 
J™*  subsequent  use  of  land  must  be  considered, 
41395-400. — To  allow  Board  to  purchase  non-congested 
estates  would  give  them  an  immense  amount  of  un- 
necessary work  in  determining  whether  estate  could 
pass  direct  to  tenant,  41407-10.— Giving  Board  a free 
“““  would  not  necessarily  relieve  them  of  work, 


Efficiency  of  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Board  a most  efficient  body ; if  scheduled  areas  were 
b??S,’  Purchase  of  lands  in  districts 
scheduled  should  be  m their  hands  with  power  to  buy 
lands  outside  these  districts;  Estates  Commis- 
ioners  should  not  interfere  except  for  purpose  of 
financing  and  carrying  through  sales,  undesirable  to 
. afd  trouble  of  investigating  sales,  41429.— 
to  schedule  whole  of  Connaught  and  put 
unccoigested  estates  in  Board’s  hands,  41430. 


Parish  Committees. 

^arisb  Committees  should  be  enlarged  ; im 
meanf  T^VfflSlble  mJ0st  Places  where  they  worked 

“Efficient  to  drain  or  improve  lands,  the- 
sarv  d.°  su°k  work;  strict  supervision  neces 

a ,t'°™mittoe  found  wasting  funds  should  havi 
t“ * «*.  began  wit] 

41431  ,vndi  m a few  lnstances  went  outside 

vided  aTm  g°^’  cost  of  matorial  usually  pro 

them  in^^nfaii49"  Dra“*aS?  could  onJy  be  done  b; 
41436  r>a  sm.“l  way  > 'arterial  drainage  impossible 
SSrS Tltte6S  415  a rul«i  they  de 

usuaHv  °JL  PPp°n  .who  worked  them,  who  wa 
satkfL  ™ pansh  Pnest,  41191-3.— They  were  un 
Rrfegfcfh!!7  Wher°  pnest  took  no  interest,  41437.- 
mi  JJ  X?  “0vl'Ug  spw-it  (at  present,  in  a few  years  the' 
of  riviW  ^ ^ gui<?“oe'  41439-40,-Mayo  systen 
had^M  g»l8  fnitS  T°rked  weU’  41441.-1 Committees 
mretW^i  t?d  dS,£n^  41442— Work  consistec 
toaSil1!a?ng  catt]?  ™t  of  houses,  building  sheds 
land,  41444*9**  sam'fcation  more  than  improvement  o: 


Migration  and  Enlargement  of  Holdings. 

Migration  and  enlargement  of  holdings  not  com- 
plete solution  of  problem  of  congestion  ; carried  out 
in  wholesale  way  it  would  lead  to  complete  ruin  in 
many  districts,  41450,  41500. 


Hay  Market  destroyed  by  Cutting  up  Grass 
Lands. 

Cutting  up  all  grass  farms  into  small  tillage  ones 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Finucane  would  put  an  end  to 
market  for  hay,  as  there  would  be  no  one  to  use  it; 
cost  of  transit,  even  at  low  rates,  would  prevent  its 
being  sent  to  a distance ; small  man  would  grow  hay, 
not  use  land  for  grazing,  as  he  would  not  have  capital 
and  hay  paid  better  for  time  being,  41450-5,  41543. — 
Not  economic  to  grow  hay,  it  deteriorated  the  land, 
41455. — Quantity  of  grass  land  at  Belanagiare  cut  up 
last  year  among  tenants,  all  meadowed  this  year,  it 
would  be  ruined  unless  something  were  done  to  pre- 
vent constant  meadowing,  41543. — Price  of  hay  re- 
duced; witness  bought  it  at  £1  a ton  this  year, 
largely  to  help  tenants.  41543. — Fall  in  price  of  hay 
from  £2  to  £1  a ton  not  entirely  due  to  splitting  up 
of  grass  land,  partly  due  to  high  crop,  41560.— So 
long  as  even  £1  a ton  were  paid  hay  would  pay  more 
than  annuity;  land  being  let  at  15s.  an  acre,  for 
which  £4  used  to  be  paid,  41561.— Three  to  four  tons 
got  off  an  acre,  41562. 


Tillage  and  Grazing. 

Keeping  stock  not  eoonomic  for  small  farmer;  cost 
of  fencing  and  labour  of  looking  after  them  would 
prevent  their  being  kept,  stall-feeding  in  winter  out 
of  the  question,  41456.— Run  of  30  or  40  acres  on 
most  fields  at  present,  big  grazier  took  cattle  from  one 
field  to  another,  small  man  would  not  be  able  to  do 

that,  so  cattle  would  not  do  so  well,  41457-64. Mr. 

Finucane  proposed  30  to  50  acre  tillage  farms,  41466- 
7 — Many  cases  where  cutting  up  grass  into  mixed 
farms  had  not  met  with  success,  41468. — Large  hold- 
ing contained  more  stock,  acre  for  acre,  than  small 
holding  held  in  grass,  41470.— More  could  be  kept  on 
small  holding  but  not  economically  ; in  practice  more 
were  maintained  on  large  than  on  small  holding  in 
West  of  Ireland,  41471-6. — On  small  holding  man  and 
his  family  looked  'after  'thirty-acre  grazing,  on  large 
one  man  and  family  looked  after  200  acres,  41476. — 
Unfair  to  reckon  nothing  for  tenant’s  time  in  valuing 
land,  41477. — Twenty  acres  too  small  a holding  to  pay 
as  grazing,  41479. — Evidence  hitherto  given  as  to- 
mixed  farming  was  mostly  from  men  in  Government 
institutions  where  they  always  lost  on  farms,  41480, 
41501. — In-feeding  of  cattle  to  be  sold  eventually  to 
butcher  was  being  abandoned  in  Roscommon  as  im- 
possible to  make  it  pay,  41483. — It  was  still  done  in 
Wexford  and  in  Ulster,  41486-7. — Conditions  in 
West  less  favourable ; people  did  it  in  Wexford  to  get 
manure,  but  it  hardly  paid,  41488 — Land  in  grass 
would  pay  better;  Wexford  land  unsuitable  for  con- 
stant grass,  41489. — In-feeding  necessitated1  large  use 
of  cake  and  artificial  food  stuffs,  even  large  farmers 
with  a capital  gave  it  up,  it  had  been  tried  at  Clonalis 
without  success,  41509. — Some  areas  in  West  suitable 
for  tillage,  but  small  farmers  would  not  till,  41490. 
— No  centre  for  wheat ; barley  would  not  pay,  a little 
rye  grown;  oats  would  grow  but  crops  not  good, 
41491. — Land  too  sticky  for  tillage,  root  crops  poor; 
Roscommon  land  mostly  on  limestone,  climate  wet, 
small  range  of  crops  to  dhoose  from,  41492,  41585. — 
Belamagiare  lands  not  suitable  for  tillage,  41585. 

Decline  of  Tillage. 

Free  Trade  blotted  out  tillage,  41493-3a. — Since  its 
introduction  the  general  practice  in  England  and  Ire- 
land was  to  reduce  quantity  off  tillage,  41501-2. — In 
Scotland  tillage  probably  decreased  before  it  increased, 
41503. — Tillage  would  never  pay  as  compared  with 
grass,  41494. — Witness  has  two  or  three  farms,  one 
worked  as  well  as  possible  as  a tillage  farm,  it  was 
the  only  one  that  did  not  pay,  41495. — It  was  a 
disastrous  loss,  41506. — Possible  that  tenants  lived  by 
mixed  farming  in  Donegal;  in  Roscommon  land  was 
turned  from  tillage  into  grass;  unlikely  that  tenants 
would  do  the  opposite  if  given  grass  lands,  41496, 
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41506. — They  would,  have  potato  garden  and  oat  plot, 
which  were  the  only  tilled  crops  grown  in  Roscom- 
mon to  any  extent,  41506. — If  no  allowance  were 
made  for  labour  tillage  would  pay,  41497. — Much 
land  near  Gastlerea  had  been  turned  from  tillage  to 
grass,  41497. — Without  emigration  there  would/  be 
tillage,  41498. — Few  labour-saving  appliances  had 
been  introduced ; under  system  of  cutting  up  grass 
farms  they  could  not  be  used  as  fanners  had  only 
capital,  41499. — Impossibe  to  expect  small 
farms  to  give  proportionately  as  much  profit  as  large 
ones,  41500. — Broadly-speaking  tillage  was  decreasing 
on  small  holdings  in  England  and  Ireland ; that  was 
difficult  to  explain  if  experts  were  right  in  saying 
tillage  would  pay,  41504. — Witness  remembered  many 
fields  on  small  holdings  in  Roscommon  formerly  under 
tillage,  now  under  grass,  41505. — There  would  always 
be  a certain  amount  of  tillage  as  Laid  required  to 
be  tilled  occasionally;  land  that  did  best  in  grass 
would  be  kept  in  grass,  41507. — Tilled  land  paid 
something,  if  it  were  good  grass  land  it  would  pay 
more,  41508. — Little  of  the  grass  land  broken  up  in 
Roscommon  was  brought  under  tillage;  people  would 
meadow  in  spite  of  fences,  41551-2. — Only  one  small 
plot  tilled  on  Belanagare,  41553. — Great  difficulty 
would  be  experienced  the  first  few  years  on  a new 
holding  if  tenant  wanted  to  till,  41554,  41581. — He 
would  let  the  grazing  at  first,  41565. — He  would  never 
till,  it  would  be  the  wrong  thing  for  Roscommon  land 
which  was  largely  fattening  land,  41556,  41562. — 
Tendency  was  not  to  till,  advantage  to  have  grass 
as  adjunct  to  holding,  it  was  the  most  profitable  and 
easier  to  let,  41657-9. 


Complete  transformation  of  country  into  small 
farms  impracticable  as  wholesale  migration  was  impos- 
sible; people  would  not  move,  they  said  they  would 
when  Commissioners  went  round,  but  when  it  came 
to  the  point  they  refused,  Clonalis  tenants  an  in- 
stance; they  asked  for  new  holdings,  and  said  they 
would  migrate,  Estates  Commissioners  got  land  for 
them  at  Belanagare,  41509. — Commissioners  refused 
to  declare  Clonalis  an  estate  unless  grass  land  of 
Belanagare,  twelve  miles  away,  went  with  it,  wit- 
ness's father  wished  to  keep  that  to  sell  with  Belana- 
gare Estate,  but  eventually  sold  it  with  Clonalis;  he 
thought  tenants  would  not  go  there,  41855-6.— Price 
of  grass  land  was  affected  by  sale,  and  if  he  had  known 
what  was  to  be  offered  he  would  not  have  sold,  41853- 
7.— He  had  offered  to  give  Belanagare  lands  to  Belana- 
gare tenants  when  that  estate  was  sold,  41509— 
Clonalis  tenants  were  asked  to  go  and  choose  hold- 
ings at  Belanagare ; thirteen  went  to  look  at  them, 
eventually  only  one  more  or  less  non-residential  ten- 
ant  migrated,  41509—Also  the  Belanagare  school- 
^iRsar’  Zh0SZ  holdm£  was  worth  15s.  a year,  41521, 
bZ'.~  i T35  was  divided  amongst 

Belanagare  tenants,  41509.— A few  Clonalis  men  had 
since  moved  to  Taaffe  Estate,  which  was  nearer,  and 
the  land  was  cheaper,  41510,  41512-3.-People  could 
• d to i*^upy  Srass  la-nds,  41518— Estates 

fivdmg  they  «»H  buy  more  land 

5 °°U  d d\SpT  of>  refused  185  ac*es  offered 
at  then  own  valuation,  41509— Large  fields  at 
Belana-gare  given  to  two  publicans,  41511,  41524— 

pe<;pie  who  had  ^ked  for  other  lands!  were 

415i?5ly  0f  t6nante  w!\°  wanted  holdings, 

4IS14-5— Tenants  now  more  willing  to  move  than 

6 tiW°  years  ,ag0  i£  they  good  bargains* 
hu?Z:  ’■Tber  °f  mi^ts  much  in- 

fESr’iS?  J"88  movmg  the  people;  Clonalis 

wS  prSc^11  X Commissioners,  but  there 

ilfsIillfsS 

been  moved  but  w wT  few  (^°Palls  tenants  had 


Clonalis,  41883-4.— In  the  past  more  care  had 
been  taken  to  select  right  man  than  could 
be  taken  in  future  because  it  was  proposed 
to  work  on  such  a huge  scale,  41573-4. — Pro- 
bably all  available  people  had  not  been  taken  as  land 
was  so  scarce,  41575.— Prejudice  against  migration 
was  diminishing,  41576. — Board  could  not  help  mov- 
ing unsuitable  people,  41677. — It  was  said  that  mi- 
grants as  a rule  were  doing  badly,  41578— They  kept 
land'  in  .grass  about  Roscommon,  with  a little  tillage 
round  house,  41579-80. — They  were  the  migrants  of 
both  Board  and  Estates  Commissioners,  41580— They 
must  have  been  hard  up  for  migrants  if  a woman  who 
paid  a rent  of  £1  10s.  was  selected ; perhaps  she  was 
specially  chosen,  and  had  means  outside  her  holding, 
41583. — New  occupier  should  be  supplied  with  ample 
capital,  he  usually  had  none,  and  no  knowledge  of 
how  to  manage  a farm,  he  naturally  used  it  as  grass 
with  enough  tillage  for  use  of  family,  41585.— 
Another  objection  to  migration  was  that  people  in 
the  district  objected  to  strangers ; they  thought  all 
available  land  should  be  given  to  them,  even  though 
they  did  not  actually  need  it,  41606-7,  41665. — Feel- 
ing comprehensible  though  congestion  would  never  be 
relieved  if  it  were  yielded  to,  41608. 

Migration  and  enlargement  of  holdings  useful,  more ' 
money  .should  be  spent  on  it,  and  in  starting  new  occu- 
piers than  hitherto,  41649. 


Turf. 

Lack  of  turf  and  water  difficulty  the  great  difficulty ; 
practically  no  turf  in  grass  land  district  between 
Castlerea,  Roscommon,  Stokestown , and  Belanagare, 
41585-6. — 'In  Limerick,  where  there  was  also  no  turf, 
farmers  went  in  for  grazing  and  dairying,  perhaps  as 
result  of  turf  difficulty,  41587-8. — No  turf  .in  Wexford, 
which  was  near  sea,  and  coal  was  cheap ; in  Carlow 
and  Kilkenny  people  were  not  accustomed  to  have 
turf  at  their  door,  41589-91. — Turf  could  not  be  got 
from  Bog  of  Allen;  there  was  a canal  into  the 
Shannon,  but  it  was  too  far  to  cart  to  Roscommon, 
there  wias  turf  nearer  than,  that,  too  costly  to  send  it 
by  rail,  41597-600. — Pressing  turf  had  been  suggested; 
not  a success  so  far,  near  Limerick  machinery  was  got 
for  pressing,  but  nothing  further  done;  plenty  of 
turf  further  west,  it  was  expensive  to  cart,  41600. 


Water  Supply. 

No  rivers  or  streams  on  scone  grass  lands,  great  ex- 
pense in  providing  water  at  farms  near  Ballintubber, 
41593,  41602-3. — Land  cut  up  in  what  would  otherwise 
be  an  improper  way  to  overcome  difficulty,  41606. — 
Artesian,  wells  could  be  sunk,  but  it  all  added  to  diffi- 
culty of  re-selling  at  a price  that  would  be  fair,  41594. 
— Difficulty  not  the  same  on  200  or  300  acre  farm 
under  cattle ; there  might  be  water  on  it  to  which 
cattle  could  go,  yet  not  enough  for  each  plot  if  it 
were  divided,  41595,  41604— There  had  already  been 
trouble  over  the  water  question,  41596. — Water  was 
there,  difficulty  was  in  carriage,  41605. — In  some  places 
a dam  could  be  made  to  supply  cattle,  41606. — Turf 
and  water  difficulties  not  insuperable,  41606. 


• Subsequent  Sub-Division  and  Meadowing. 

Enlargement  where  grass  lands  adjoined  poor  hold- 
ings was  advantageous,  provided  steps  were  taken  to 
ensure  proper  use  of  grass  lands ; added  land  would  be 
ruined  unless  precautions  were  taken  against  sub- 
dmsion  and  constant  meadowing;  prevention  of  sub- 
division impossible,  but  it  could  be  kept  in  check; 
present  powers  of  Land  Commission  inadequate,  idea 
of  rate  collectors  to  informing  about  it  was  ridiculous ; 
witness’s  father  tried  enlargement  of  holdings  at 
Lioonsack ; it  had  worked  well,  bat  sub-division  took 
Plac®  although  everything  was  done  to  prevent  it; 
added  land  had  been  kept  in  grass,  41543.— Only  means 
sub-division  was  to  make  holdings  such 
that  they  would  not  easily  be  sub-divisible.  41572. — 
Quantity  of  grass  land  at  Belanagare  was  cut  up 
tost  year  among  tenants ; all  meadowed'  this  year,  it 
would  be  ruined  unless  something  was  done  to  prevent 
constant  meadowing,  41543.— Land  only  split  up  in 
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April  or  May,  41545. — It  was  not  fenced  and  could 
not  be  grazed ; meadowing  the  only  use  it  could  be 
put  to  41546-7. — Since  then  fences  had  been  put  up 
largely  at  tenants’  expense,  with  grants  to  help  them, 
41548-9. 


Control  of  Tenants’  Management  of  Land. 

Estates  Commissioners  should  have  power  to  see 
that  land  was  properly  used,  danger  that  poor  tenants 
would  ill-treat  the  land,  41562. — Good  deal  could  be 
done  by  holding  up  vesting  order  foT  certain  period, 
the  man  in  occupation  paying  interest  meanwhile;  if 
a man  got  into  right  way  of  doing  things  for  four 
or  five  years  he  would  probably  continue  it,  41563-9. — 
Annuity  now  began  with  vesting  order,  law  could  be 
altered  to  make  it  start  at  once,  41570. — There  would 
be  a difficulty  over  the  matter,  41571. 


Labour. 

Not  always  easy  to  get  labour,  41528. — Labourers 
were  small  holders,  41529. — Witness  got  labourers 
from  his  own  tenants,  small  holders  up  to  £4  or  £5 
valuation,  41530-L— Labour  supply  would  shrink 
when  tenants  became  economic.,  difficulty  of  getting 
men  at  present  on  account  of  work  of  Board  and 
Commissioners,  .wages  higher,  41532. — Some  labourers 
in  better  position  refused1  to  work  wiltlh  witness, 
preferred  going  to  England,  41533. — Doubtful  'if  they 
were  better  paid,  2s.  a day  earned  at  home,  14s.  a 
week  in  England,  41534. — Married  man  with  family 
could  not  save  £15  in  seven  months,  41535. — £15  rather 
high,  41536,  41538. — It  would  mean  12s.  a week  for 
time  work,  41539,  41542. — Few  women  went  from  wit- 
ness’s district,  it  was  generally  young  men  with 
father  and  mother  to  support,  41537. — They  had  to 
pay  their  railway  fare,  and  did  not  get  £1  a week 
as  agricultural  labourers,  even  at  harvest,  41539-40. — 
Men  earning  £1  a week  at  piece-work  of  course  would 
not  stay  at  home,  41543. — People  working  in  England 
had  practically  nothing  to  do  in  winter,  this  fact 
must  be  put  against  high  wages  earned  in  summer; 
high  wages  to  be  earned  in  Ireland  .also  in  summer, 
41611-2. 


Grass  Land  Available. 

Thousands  of  acres  of  grass  land  available  in  Gal- 
way, Mayo,  and  Roscommon,  if  fair  price  were  paid; 
proof  of  this  was  given,  in  fact  that  Commissioners 
returned  185  acres  on  CaVrowreagh  Farm  to  witness, 
which  they  were  getting  at  thedr  own  valuation,’  41613. 
— This  perhaps  had  no  bearing  on  ma/fcter  if  only  best 
land  were  wanted,  41614. 


Letting  of  Grass  Land  by  Board. 

Board  should  buy  grass  land  and  let  it  to  tenants 
at  low  rates,  grazing  more  economical  that  way  than 
in  small  plots ; even  if  migration  on  large  scale  were 
possible  there  was  plenty  of  grass  still  available  if 
fair  price  were  given  and  no  delay  in  carrying  out  con- 
tract, 41649. — System  not  unpopular,  could  be  carried 
out  where  small  holdings  were  around  the  grass  land, 
41650.  41655. — Could  not  be  adopted  on  40,000  acres 
mentioned  by  witness,  but  could  be,  and  was,  adopted 
a great  deal,  41651. — Board  could  graze  without  loss 
pd  make  more  than  the  3i  per  cent,  required  to  pay 
interest  on  purchase,  41652. — Mr.  Doran  gave  £25,000 
a year  as  amount  realised  on  property  of  15,000  to 
20,000  acres,  41653-4. — If  Board  bought  50,000  acres 
ttiey  would  not  lose  in  interval  between  purchase  and 
distribution,  41654. — They  would  not  graze  50,000 
a«res  permanently,  41654. — Board  grazed  and  stocked 
their  farms  as  well  as  taking  in  cattle,  they  charged 
one-third  less  for  grazing  and  the  system  was  popular, 
41655. — Advantage  for  small  holders  to  have  facilities 
for  grazing  at  low  rate  erven  at  a distance,  although 
landowners  might  disapprove  of  system  as  cutting 
down  grazing  rates,  41656. — They  would  not  object  if 
land  were  bought,  if  it  were  for  good  of  country  they 
must  submit,  41657. — Smaller  area®  could  be  per- 
manently grazed,  it  would  be  great  advantage  to  people 
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round,  41658-9. — Grazing  could  enter  into  migration 
scheme  and  people  might  be  given  patch  for  tillage, 
and  be  allowed  to  graze  cattle  at  low  rate ; land  un- 
suitable for  cutting  up  must  often  be  bought  and  could 
be  used  for  grazing,  41660. — Two  or  three  miles  away 
was  the  furthest  that  permanent  grazing  could  be 
from  holding,  there  would  be  difficulties  if  people 
went  further  in  attending  to  cattle,  and  adjoining 
owners  would  object,  41661-4,  41668. — Could  be  done 
temporarily  at  greater  distance,  41669. — Letting  graz- 
ing was  only  an  expedient,  it  would  not  solve  whole 
problem  of  congestion,  41666-7. — Grazing  tracts  should 
not  be  sold,  only  let ; Board  likely  to  continue  for  a 
great  many  years,  'if  not  some  other  body  could  take 
over  grazing,  41672-3. — It  was  done  at  present  with 
.idea  that  it  would  accustom  small  occupiers  to  lands 
to  which  they  might  afterwards  migrate,  41675-6. 


Losses  on  Land  Stock. 

Expenses  of  flotation  of  Land  Stock  and  banking 
losses  in  that  connection  fell  on  Irish  tax-payer,  un- 
necessary loss  of  8£  per  cent.,  if  consols  were  at  85- 
Land  Stock  ought  to  stand  at  931,  41630-2,  41646. — 
England  got  the  advantage,  and  Irish  tax-payer  met 
the  loss,  owing  to  way  Land  Stock  was  doled  out;  if 
it  was  raised  as  Consols,  for  every  2£  per  cent.  85 
would  be  paid,  whereas  now  they  were  only  85  for 
2f  per  cent.,  41633. — There  were  two  sources  of  loss, 
apairt  from  those  in  connection  with  non-payment  of 
annuities,  discount,  and!  bank  loss,  41634-5,  41648. — 
These  were  taken  either  out  of  Irish  Development 
Grant  or  grants-in-aid  and  fell  entirely  on  Irish  tax- 
payers, 41636-8,  41642-3. 

Question  of  Representation  to  Correspond  with 
Taxation. 

There  should  be  representation  to  correspond  with 
taxation  if  possible,  41629. — Simpler  way  would  be  to- 
do  iawiay  with  taxation,  41640. — 'Sales  would  never  foe 
carried,  through  if  there  were  an  elected  body  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  41639,  41641,  41644. — Majority  of 
taxpayers  would  not  want  it,  41645. 


Bonus  and  Loss  during  Interval  of  Sale. 

Bonus  went  entirely  to  landlord,  but  in  sales  to 
Land  Commission  landlord  paid  costs,  in  ordinary 
sales  purchaser  paid'  them,  or  else  fixed'  sum  for  ven- 
dor’s costs ; bonus  simply  a liberal  allowance  for  costs- 
and  loss  during  sale,  41733-5. — No  compensation  to- 
agent  in  case  alluded  to,  he  was  only  paid  very  small 
sum  of  1^  per  cent.,  41736,  41741. — £12  out  of  £10(1 
not  an  extraordinary  amount  for  clerical  work,  etc. ; 
landlord  on  selling  had  to  pay  certain  sums  to  get 
sale  through,  bailiff  had  to  be  given  something;  1£ 
to  2 per  cent,  paid  to  solicitor  ; 'there  were  also  sur- 
veyor’s fees,  and  costs  of  various  people  having  charges 
against  estate ; head  rent  had  to  be  cleared ; witness 
had  worked  out  figures  in  two  cases,  one  of  direct  sale, 
the  other  under  Section  6,  losses  in  first  case  came 
to  12  per  cent.,  in  second  to  11  per  cent.,  41737-41. — 
Biggest  item  was  lass  of  rent  during  interval,  that 
was  calculated  on  rental  for  five  years  previous  to 
sale,  and  on  receipts  during  two  and  a half  years 
that  sale  was  going  through,  when  3£  per  cent,  was 
supposed  to  be  received,  41744-5. — 3J,-  per  cent,  never 
received,  41747-8. — It  was  supposed  to  run  from  sign- 
ing of  agreement  to  date  of  contract  with  Estates 
Commissioners,  41749. — Practice  adopted  was  to 
negotiate  with  tenants  under  Section  6 and 
see  what  price  they  would  give,  then  to 
inerview  Estates  Commissioners  and  see  if  they 
were  likely  to  sanction  sale,  then  to  get  agree- 
ments signed,  41748. — In  one  case  tenants  insisted 
on  agreements  being  signed  because  unless  it  was 
done  there  was  a loss,  41750. — Commissioners  usually 
insisted  on  it,  41754. — Tenants  were  not  asked  to 
sign  in  order  to  get  higher  price  in  witness’s  case, 
41750. — Nor  did  he  expect  to  bring  operations  within 
th©  zones,  they  were  mostly  non- judicial  tenants, 
41752-3. — After  signing  of  agreements  application  was 
lodged,  tenant  was  then  supposed  to  pay  3^  per  cent. 

3 g 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


400 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


O’CONOR  DON,  The — continued. 

in  interval ; he  often  did  not,  and  could  not  be  com- 
pelled to  do  so,  41755. — Nothing  could  be  added  to 
rent  after  signing  agreements,  41756. — ^Application 
to  add  half-year’s  rent  to  purchase-money  in  one  case 
was  refused  although  tenants  wished  it,  Commis- 
sioners gave  every  facility  for  collecting  arrears, 
41757. — No  arrears  had  previously  been  added,  41758. 
— Rent  only  paid  once  a year,  41774. — Never  on  day 
it  was  due;  hammer  came  down  on  particular  day 
after  which  nothing  could  be  paid,  41759. — It  did 
not  pay  to  wait,  landlords  preferred  to  lose  the  3£ 
per  cent.,  41760. — If  hammer  came  down  on  1st 
November,  3£  per  cent,  only  paid  up  to  1st  May; 
to  add  hanging  gale  to  purchase  price  would  be  to 
increase  number  of  years’  purchase,  it  had  never  been 
done,  41760-5,  41768. — Theoretically  it  could  be  done, 
but  not  in  practice,  41766. — Tenants  would  pay  to 
Congested  Districts  Board  but  not  to  landlords;  they 
would  not  come  in  to  the  day,  there  was  always  the 
broken  period  lost  by  landlords,  41767,  41782. — Taking 
income  prior  and  subsequent  to  sale  loss  was  found  to 
amount  to  bonus,  41768. — In  direct  sales  the  3£  per 
cent,  was  paid  more  regularly  because  Estates  Com- 
missioners had  power  to  collect  it  after  sale  had  gone 
through;  it  could  not  be  collected  in  indirect  sales 
once  sale  was  sanctioned;  a case  had  occurred  where 
agent  got  agreements  signed  before  arrears  were  paid 
and  tenants  then  refused  to  pay,  41770. — Witness  had 
sold  both  direct  and  under  Section  6 during  last  two 
years;  direct  sale  was  the  smaller  one,  but  costs  were 
proportionately  higher,  because  tenants  only  consented 
to  buy  if  they  had  no  rent  to  pay,  41771-4. — Year’s 
rent  was  due,  41777. — Nothing  added  to  purchase 
price  for  it;  22  years’  purchase  paid,  bonus  went  in 
costs  and  expenses,  41780,  41792-3,  41817.— Rest  of 
bonus  went  in  costs,  41793-4. — Loss  of  one  year’s  rent 
diue  was  part  of  cost  of  sale,  41783.— In-  stating  that 
landlord  got  high  price  tor  land  and  bonus  all  these 
costs  must  be  considered  and  allowance  made  for  loss 
of  income  in  interval  of  sale ; landlord  got  low  price 
and  bonus,  not  high  price  and  bonus,  41785.— Board 
paid  punctually  so  there  was  no  loss  of  income  in 
sale  to  them ; they  also  paid  something  for  arrears, 
41786. — During  period  of  payment  of  3J>  per  cent, 
landlord’s  income  was  smaller,  and  in  case  of  en- 
cumbered owner  it  sometimes  all  went  in  charges, 
41790.  8 ' 


Witness’s  Property. 

Actual  receipts  during  ten  years  from  property  men- 
tioned by  witness  were  £175  on  rental  of  £375  with 
changes  amounting  to  £200,  41775-6,  41822.— Rent 
£400,  net  receipts  after  deducting  expenses,  £375 
f<xs  of  5 <Per  <*»t.  de- 
ducted., bailiffs  fees  £7  a year,  bad  debts,  nil,  so me 
arrears  mcluded ; receipts  every  year  were  more  than 
4?fl'nnnnt'  ^nty-two  years’  purchase  gave 

£8  800,  which,  untried  at  4 per  cent.,  would  yield 
ft  fl  £-8,600  pi™  to,™ 

ft  eT  £9’?s6  M gross  purcliase-money ; 

Si0™ F "“or  'head  rent  (being  deducted 
left  £4,856,  then  £1,100  deducted  for  costs  and  loss 
during  sale  left  £3,756  which  invested  at  31  per 
cent-,  yielded  £131  10s.,  as  against  £175  on  £160 
if  arrears  were  deducted,  41820-6.— £3,656  invested  at 
4 per  ^-nt.  only  yielded  £150,  41826.— Witness  and 
his  father  were  resident  landlords;  margin  for  maai- 

41827  8 landloi'd’s  estate  be  greater, 

41827-8.—  As  a fact,  one  of  witness’s  estates  to  orac- 
tmaUy  on  .absentee  estate,  yet  receipts  from  it  ^were 
larger  than  from  the  residential  one,  41829.— Absentee 
1 m,unafd’  rents  Paid  ™ore  regu- 
7 hj6re  ]andlord  was  on  the  spot  and  was 
a good-natured  man,  41830-1.— £375  out  of  £400  a 

to  fcra^Wd  from  witness’s  father 

he  was  the*  an  absentee,  41833-4 
—On  a property  worth  £1000,  sold  at  22  years’  nur‘ 
•chase  price  would  be  £22,000,  which  at  31  L 
would  yield  £715  a vear-  !„!+  ?'  at  Pel  cent., 

and  vice  versa,  41811  —Interest  Wera  Skater 

Three  Systems  of  Sale. 

Estates  adjoining  witness’s  property  had  h«m  u 
on  three  systems ; Clonalis  unde?  Section  6;  sEdfid 
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under  direct  sale ; De  Freyne  and  Dillon  Estates  gold  to 
Board;  sale  to  Board  gave  most  satisfaction,  because 
holdings  had  been  improved,  41870-1.— Estates  Com- 
missioners had  no  money  to  improve  holdings  because 
Clonalis  was  not  bought  as  congested  estate;  land- 
lords would  have  raised  no  objection  to  that,  41872  — 
Clonalis  not  congested  as  a whole,  two  or  three  town 
lands  very  poor,  41873.— Little  difference  in  practice 
between  direct  sale  and  sale  under  Section  6,  except 
possibility  of  migrating  tenants;  Clonalis  sale  had 
been  delayed  one  and  a half  years  to  provide  for 
that,  41874-5.— Grass  lands  bought  to  transplant  ten- 
ants to,  41876.— Estates  Commissioners  could  spend 
money  on  fences,  etc.,  for  new  tenants  up  to  10  per 
cent.,  41877-9.— Even  with  direct  sale  money  could 
be  spent,  £2,000  spent  on  Sandford  Estate  on  draining 
bog,  nothing  on  Clonalis,  41880-1. 


Board’s  Operations  on  Dillon  Property. 

Witness  lived  next  to  Dillon  property,  41885.— 
Board  had  done  much  for  occupiers  there,  especially 
in  giving  employment  and  good  wages,  41886.— Estate 
stretches  for  twenty-five  miles,  grass  lands  available 
ten  miles  from  end  nearest  Castlerea,  41887. — Ten- 
ants might  be  migrated;  more  desire  to  get  enlarged 
holdings  than  new  ones,  41888. 


Landlords  of  the  West. 

Landlords  of  the  West  did  much  for  their  tenants, 
rental  of  Clonalis  and  moire  spent  annually  in  labour ; 
in  1880  £4,000  spent  by  witness’s  father  on  relief 
works  chiefly  on  tenants’  holdings ; timber,  etc. , con- 
stantly given  to  tenants  for  houses,  bridges,  etc.  ; ten- 
ants allowed  to  pay  rent  by  feeding  cattle ; since  wit- 
ness sold  property  he  had  had  numbers  of  applications 
for  cattle  to  pay  Land  Commission  rent;  cattle  sent 
to  poorest  although  it  was  not  the  most  profitable 
way  of  feeding  them,  many  landlord®  helped  in  similar 
way,  41869-70.  —Estates  Commissioners  had  spent 
nothing  on  holdings,  tenants  expected  a few  thousands 
to  be  spent,  41870. 


Fuller  Powers  for  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  ample  funds 
and  full  powers  of  regulating  holdings  and  carrying 
out  drainage  works,  proper  staff,  and  ensure  quick 
payment  of  purchase-money  to  vendors,  this  would 
do  much  towards  ameliorating  lot  of  the  poor  in  West 
of  Ireland,  41870. 

Document  put  in  by  The  O’Conor  Don.  rTrh. 
Notes  of  Evidence,  . . . .334 


HARRINGTON,  Mr.  W. 

Scheme  for  extracting  Iodine  from  Kelp. 

ya<S  “any  years  since  witness  had  been  in  touch 
W1 1 rT  industry  ; his  firm  manufactured  chemicals, 
and  had  hoped  to  do  something  in  the  direction  of 
recovering  iodine  from  kelp  in  connection  with  other 
matters ; witness  had  therefore  p-roceeded  to  West 
Kerry,  and  there  interviewed  -a  Mr.  M ‘Donnell  or 
O Donnell,  who  had  started  collecting  seaweed  and 
burning  kelp,  with  a view  to  profit  and  to  assisting 
the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  ; he  thought  of  ex- 
tracting salts  from  the  kelp,  which  contained  potash 
salts  land  soda  salts ; -it  was  proposed  that  he  should 
send  the  concentrated  iodine  to  witness’s  firm  ; the 
scheme  only  just  paid  its  way  ; one  difficulty  was 
mat  sufficient  weed  was  not  always  obtainable,  owing 
•to  weather,  etc.  ; witness’s  firm  extracted  the  iodine 
Partly,  and  also  sent  it  in  concentrated  form  to 
France,  where  a market  was  obtained  ; this  was  done 
mrough  a London  agent,  whose  application  for  con- 
centrated iodine  solution  had  first  suggested  this 
scheme  to  witness's  firm  ; the  concentrated  solution 
was  got  into  France  without  duty  under  name  of 
soda  lye,  and  it  paid  the  agent  well ; the  death  of 
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Jtfr.  M‘ Donnell  caused  the  scheme  to  collapse,  41889- 
gi. — Mr.  M ‘Donnell  cleared  his  expenses,  but  he  did 
not  work  economically ; he  used  a kind  of  out-house, 
employed  men  collecting  and  burning  kelp,  extracted 
the  salts  himself,  and  sent  up  the  concentrated  liquor 
containing  the  iodine  and  many  of  the  soda  salts ; he 
extracted  the  potash,  which  witness  thought  he  used 
as  a manure,  41933-6. — He  did  the  'burning  in  the 
open,  a wasteful  method,  41936-7. 


Market  toe  Kelp  Products. 

The  principal  source  of  iodine  was  Chili  saltpetre  ; 
witness  discovered  years  ago  that  the  controllers  of 
this  source  had  immense  stocks  of  iodine,  and  could 
at  any  time  swamp  the  market,  so  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  establish  works  in  Ireland  to  extract 
iodine  and  potash  and  other  salts  from  kelp,  41891, 
41869. — Potash  salts  were  .always  marketable;  they 
were  not  know  in  gerat  quantity  when  kelp-making 
started  in  Ireland ; deposits  of  potash  since  found  in 
Germany  had  greatly  reduced  profits  of  kelp  in- 
dustry, 41892.— Kelp  contained  35  to  40  per  cent,  of 
chlorate  of  potash,  about  10  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of 
potash,  and  perhaps  5 or  6 per  cent,  carbonate  of 
potash,  418934. — Potash  salts  were  worth  about  £9 
per  ton ; it  was  troublesome  to  extract  them  from 
kelp,  and  doubtful  whether  doing  so  would  pay, 
41895,  41900,  41929-30. — Good  kelp  sometimes  cost  £4 
a ton,  41898. — Controllers  of  Chilian  supply  of 
iodine  did  not  mind  the  competition,  as  amount  of 
iodine  extracted  from  kelp  was  small ; it  was  their 
interest  to  keep  the  price  of  iodine  steady ; the 
Chilian  supply  regulated  price  of  iodine,  and  if  kelp 
became  a serious  competitor  controllers  of  the  Chilian 
supply  would  lower  the  price,  41900-1,  41915, 
41918,  41970. — They  were  not  likely  to  do  this, 
so  that  a certain  market  for  Irish-  'kelp  would 
probably  continue,  41971. — The  question  whether 
kelp  iodine  would  compete  seriously  with 
Chilian  iodine  depended'  on  the  amount,  the 
iodine  being  the  same  in  quality  in  the  two  cases; 
iodine  had  declined  in  price  in  necent  years ; it  was 
now  about  8s.  a pound,  but  was  never  much  more ; 
there  was  plenty  in  Chili,  where  it  was  got  out  of  the 
nitrates,,  419024,  41925. — It  was  as  much  used'  in 
medicine  as  ever,  41905. — The  price  of  kelp  was  en- 
tirely controlled  by  the  buyers ; no  firm  in  Ireland 
worked  kelp,  extracting  iodine  from  it,  and  as  far  as 
witness  knew,  only  one  firm  in  'Scotland,  namely, 
Paterson’s,  41908-10,  41912-3,  41917 —The  price  paid 
by  Paterson  for  kelp  might  be  the  highest  that  would 
admit  a profit,  but  at  present  he  enjoyed  a monopoly, 
419224,  41975. — It  was  a bad  sign  if  kelp  was  left  on 
the  burner’s  hands  in  some  places  as  at  present ; whe- 
ther the  object  of  this  was  to  get  the  price  down  was 
impossible  to  say ; perhaps  the  manufacturers  found 
that  at  £3  a ton  it  did  not  pay  them,  41908,  41974. — 
Paterson’s  had  no  connection  with  the  American 
supply  of  iodine,  41911. 


Prospects  of  a Kelp  Factory  for  Ireland. 

The  starting  of  a faotory  for  kelp  in  Ireland  would 
merely  result  in  a diversion  of  some  of  the  kelp  from 
Paterson’s  factory,  the  general  output  of  iodine  would 
be  no  greater,  41919-20. — The  starting  of  works  in 
Ireland  by  Congested  Districts  Board  in  the  idea  of 
securing  better  prices  to  kelp  burners  would  be  a big 
undertaking,  and  might  prove  a failure,  41926-7. — 
ouch  an  undertaking  would  'be  the  only  way  to  raise 
the  price  of  kelp,  but  it  was  ia  question  whether  it 
would  pay,  41946. — To  pay  it  must  not  be  done  on  a 
small  6oale,  41951. — In  such  a factory  every  market- 
able product  should  be  recovered  from  the  kelp,  41941. 

If  these  products  were  then  exported  to  Paterson’s 
aio  advantage  would  be  gained  .as  compared  with  ex- 
porting the  kelp,  'because  freight  would  have  to  be 
paid  on  the  sulphate  of  potash,  41942. — The  danger 
uf  starting  a factory  on  the  Irish  coast  was  that 
raterson’s  might  be  put  out  of  the  market,  not  that 
the  controllers  of  the  general  iodine  industrv  might 
be  offended,  41977-8. — The  kelp  for  such  a factory 
■would  have  to  be  taken  from  every  part  of  Ireland, 
as  no  one  part  could  produce  enough  kelp  to  keep  a 
tactory  going  all  the  year ; it  would  be  cheaper  to 
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ship  to  Glasgow  than  from  one  part  of  Ireland  to  an- 
other; an  Irish-controlled  factory  in  Scotland  would 
be  feasible,  41952,  41979-81,  41983.— Kelp  was  not 
bulky  but  heavy,  41982. — There  might  not  be  enough 
kelp  obtainable  to  supply  Paterson’s  works  as  well  as 
new  Irish  works,  41983-4. 


Method  of  obtaining  and  extracting  Products 
from  Kelp. 

The  percentage  of  iodine  in  a ton  of  kelp  varied 
from  '2  to  1'4 ; the  general  run  wias  4 to  '5,  or  about 
one-half  per  cent,  41906. — The  present  method  of 
'burning  involved  great  loss,  41907. — Burning  in  brick 
houses  with  furnaces  was  a mare  economical  method 
than  burning  in  the  open,  and  was  method  pursued  in 
Scotland,  4193840. — If  a factory  were  started  the 
people  of  the  coast  should  still  be  left  to  bum  the 
kelp,  'but  to  encourage  methods  which  did  not  waste 
iodine  payment  should  be  made  according  to  the 
amount  of  iodine  in  the  kelp  ; at  present  kelp  was 
adulterated'  with  sand  put  in  to  make  weight,  41940, 
41943-5,  41955. — There  would  be  a difficulty  in  esti- 
mating the  amount  of  iodine  in  the  kelp,  41956-7. — 
■Some  of  the  iodine  must  necessarily  be  lost  in  burn- 
ing, but  carelessness  caused  unnecessary  loss,  41946. — 
In  burning  kelp  it  was  important  to  get  the  May 
weed ; some  weed  had  more  iodine  than  others,  41954. 
— When  the  kelp  was  burned  all  the  organic  matter 
went  away,  leaving  the  minerals,  all  vegetable  matter 
had  a certain  amount  of  mineral  contents  which  re- 
mained as  ash  with  a certain  amount  of  blackness 
from  carbon,  and  the  iodine  there  was  combined  with 
soda  to  a certain  extent,  41958. — The  weed  burned  in 
a lump  produced  something  like  a black  stone,  which 
was  kelp,  41959-80. — It  was  sold  solid  or  in  ashes  ; in 
ashes  when  it  was  desirable  to  prove  there  was  no 
admixture,  as  in  that  form  it  could  be  run  through  a 
sieve  .and  stones  easily  detected  ; sand  was  also  put 
in,  and  this  would  pass  through  the  sieve,  41961-2.— 
The  solid  form  was  hard  burned' ; the  ashes  were 
fused ; for  the  hard  form,  which  was  the  usual  one, 
greater  heat  was  needed,  41963-5. — In  both  forms  only 
the  mineral  matter  remained,  41967. — To  extract  the 
salts  the  kelp  was  dissolved  by  water  heated  in  a 
series  of  tanks ; some  salts  were  more  soluble  than 
others  ; sulphate  of  potash  was  the  most  insoluble  salt 
contained  in  the  kelp  and  crystallised  out  first ; more 
was  then  evaporated,  and  the  soda  salts  crystallised 
out  next ; then  chlorate  of  potash ; iodine  salts  were 
the  most  soluble,  and  remained  in.  the  last  liquor; 
the  cost  of  production  depended  on  the  method  of 
evaporation,  41928,  41968. — Sulphate  of  soda  was  also 
contained  in  the  kelp,  but  was  worth  nothing,  41929. 


PIGOT,  Mr.  J.  L. 

Experience  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  chief  of  the  Mapping  and  Surveying 
Department  of  Estates  Commissioners,  and  did 
any  expert  forestry  business  that  came  before  Commis- 
sioners, 41985. — He  had  twenty  years’  experience  in 
India,  and  was  trained  in  French  National  Forestry 
College  ; he  had  been  interested  in  question  of  afforesta- 
tation  in  Ireland  since  the  1885  Parliamentary  Com- 
mission, for  which  he  procured  some  evidence,  41986. 


Afforestation  of  Ireland. 

Ireland  contained  vast  tracts  of  land,  which  could 
be  best  utilised  for  State  forests  for  the  production 
of  timber  and  minor  forest  products,  such  as  osiers, 
41988-91. — It  had  been  stated  in  evidence  before  a 
previous  Parliamentary  Commission,  and  in  a recent 
pamphlet  of  Department  of  Agriculture,  that  osiers 
could  be  profitably  grown,  41992. — Witness  was  not 
aware  that  many  acres  of  osiers  had  gone  out  of  culti- 
vation for  lack  of  demand,  and  that  the  basket  used 
in  the  fishing  industry  were  manufactured  by  several 
factories  in  Scotland,  41993-5. — There  was  a large 
trade  in  osier  baskets  generally,  41996. — Various  Com- 
missions of  Inquiry  had  established  that  forests  pro- 
perly managed  under  conditions  of  soil  and  climate 
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such  as  prevailed  in  Ireland  were  a sound  financial  in- 
vestment, 41996. — Afforestation  of  waste  lands  would 
pay  the  State  better  than  reclamation  for  agriculture, 
41996-7,  42001-6. — As  regarded  trees  dotted  about, 
Ireland  was  not  insufficiently  wooded  and  compared 
favourably  with  Spain  and  Italy,  42124,  42126. — Of 
woods  Ireland’s  percentage  was  I ■ 4 per  cent. , the 
lowest  of  any  country  in  Europe  except  Portugal, 
42018,  42124-5. — Ireland  was  formerly  celebrated  for 
her  timber,  and  potentially  she  was  the  best  timber- 
growing country  in  Europe,  42018. — There  were  prac- 
tically no  scientifically-managed  woodlands  in  Ire- 
land; in  France,  Germany,  etc.,  scientific  manage- 
ment of  forestry  by  the  State  had  proved  of  economic 
advantage;  in  general  the  State  alone  could  afford 
the  initial  expense  of  planting  or  reclamation  on  a 
large  scale,  could  wait  until  the  capital  began  to 
yield  interest,  and  could  secure  continuity  in  man- 
agement, 41999-42000. — The  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Forestry  (1887),  and  the  De- 
partmental Committee  on  British  Forestry,  appointed 
by  Department  of  Agriculture  in  1902,  had  recognised 
the  importance  of  forestry,  and  there  had  since  been 
grants  from  the  Treasury  for  instruction  in  forestry, 
42085. 


Land  Purchase  Acts  and  Forestry  Question. 

Since  the  Land  Act  of  1903  trees  had  been  felled 
recklessly,  and  under  present  conditions  the  existence 
of  woods  interfered  with  the  transfer  of  grass  lands, 
42018-20,  42024,  42092. — Both  vendors  and  tenant-pur- 
chasers felled  trees ; tenant-purchasers  had  only  single 
trees,  small  belts  and  wind-screens  to  fell,  42021-3, 
42065. — Planting  of  wind-screens  was  not  a universal 
practice,  but  was  increasing;  tree-planting  was  re- 
viving in  certain  parts,  42021-4,  42040.— On  the 
Wallace  property  in  Down,  in  Armagh,  and  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  Limerick,  Wicklow,  and  the  West,  there 
had  been  clearances  of  trees,  42025-6.— Vendors  had 
cut  down  woods  before  selling,  42027-8.— Land  Act 
did  not  deal  with  woods  except  under  Section  4,  which 
empowered  the  vesting  of  woods  in  hands  of  trustees 
for  certain  purposes;  owners  sold  woods  to  get  rid 
of  their  estates;  in  one  instance,  typical  of  many,  a 
large  landowner  had  arranged  with  his  tenants  for 
sale  of  an  estate,  except  a large  wood,  tenants  refused 
to  buy  the  wood,  but  would  not  permit  its  being  felled 
if  they  were  to  purchase,  it  was  settled  that  the  owner 
should  apply  to  Estates  Commissioners  to  purchase 
his  wood,  42029. — Estates  Commissioners  could  only 
buy  such  woods  to  re-sell  at  a profit ; even  if  Commis- 
sioners were  a forestry  department  Hie  possession  of 
numerous  small  woods  would  be  an  embarrassment, 
and  ^profitable,  as  they  would  need  a large  staff  to 
tend  them,  42030-7.— Where  small  woods  were  required 
in  the  interests  of  the  tenants  the  latter  could  assist 
1Mhfr1  Pfsenration,  42037-8. -Witness  procured  a 
°if  for  the  late  Dr.  Lyons,  who 

interested  himself  m afforestation,  42063.— It  was 
that  ifc  would  not  be 
difficult  to  them  to  look  after  tho  trees  planted  if  tliev 
ViAtS  W a ^dled  forester;  ma? 
tands  already  planted  were  so  small  in  area  or  so 
tttaKted  that  tJley  0Ould  not  effectually  be  protected 
from  injury  once  the  surrounding  la/ds  wSISd 
SedT  wh^'  With  ^ presSef  or 

interested  7 Fv^X.  OT  Public  authority  was 

« safeguarding  them  ; it  had  been  adready 
T a*  • • the  oase  of  estates  purchased  by  the 
Land  Commission  under  (Section  6 of  the  Ac / +£« 

-m&ority,  „d  vendors  nJT  to “taSrfhL 

“a®  .-ordr^to; 

parties  quickly  Med  .11  „h6  ayaaX^’oneX 


fee-simple  of  the  land  was  vested  in  a tenant-pur- 
chaser the  latter  had  a full  right  to  fell  and  sell  tim 
her  unless  his  doing  so  unduly  lowered  the  value  of 
the  land  as  security  for  the  purchase- money  advanced  • 
even  if  the  Land  Commission  had  a right  to  interfere 
it  lacked  the  power  to  prevent ; so  long  as  the  trees 
remained  unfelled  the  presence  of  outlying  scattered 
woods  might  prevent  the  sale  of  an  estate  to  the  Land 
Commission;  that  Commission,  while  empowered  to- 
hold  woods  temporarily,  had  no  means  of  managing; 
them  or  protecting  them  for  the  time  being ; it  mirirt 
be  expected  that  the  sanotion  by  law  of  compulsory 
sale  would  bring  with  it  the  necessity  of  purchasing 
all  poor  untenanted  land  in  each  estate  affected  and 
thus  place  woods  on  the  Land  Commission’s  hands 
while  the  re-arrangement  of  estates-  prior  to  re-sale- 
would  facilitate  in  a manner  not  likely  to  recur  the 
acquisition  of  extensive  tracts  of  mountain  and  heath 
suitable  to  planting,  42065.— It  would  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  reafforest  waste  lands  after  their  transfer  to- 
many  small  peasant  proprietors  as  it  would  then  be 
more  difficult  to  acquire  the  land,  and  its  price  would 
be  increased,  42018,  42065.— If  -a  scheme  of  compulsory 
purchase,  such  as  that  proposed  to  the  Commission, 
were  applied  the  State  would  become  proprietor  of 
practically  all  the  waste  lands  in  the  western  dis- 
tricts ; these  lands  could  nob  be  finally  dealt  with  iby 
any  re-arrangement  of  agricultural  holdings  though 
till  such  re-arrangement  it  could  not  be  determined 
which  lands  were  waste  and  how  much  of  the  waste 
could  be  planted  ; the  -agency  administering  compulsory 
purchase  might  undertake  new  planting  and  manage 
existing  woods,  but  could  not  hinder  the  destruction 
of  timber ; vendors  were  constantly  selling  to  tenante- 
lands  which  were  economically  surplus  lands  for  ten- 
ants’  purposes,  and  were  thus  increasing  the  diffi- 
culties of  utilising  those  lands ; the  difficulty  of  pre- 
serving woods  surrounded  by  newly  purchased  ten- 
anted lands  was  not  confined  to  the  West;  in  other 
parts  there  were  extensive  mountain  tracts  suited  to- 
35  111  Tipperary  68,000  acres,  in  Tyrone, 
102,000  acres;  any  comprehensive  scheme  of  State- 
forestry  must  be  permanent,  and  would  take  a cen- 
tury to  mature  financially;  financially  an  invest- 
ment in  forestry  might  be  as  well  secured  as  one  in 
agricultural  land,  but  advances  made  by  the  State 
for  economic  forestry  could  not  he  recovered  with  the- 
certainty  and  regularity  expected  in  the  case  of  Irish 
land  purchase  advances,  42093. 


Local  Control  of  Forests  Impracticable. 

Neither  trustees  -in  the  ordinary  sense,  nor  a local 
committee  of  tenant  farmers  could  be  trusted  to- 
control  forests  because  of  the  expert  knowledge  re- 
quired, 42041  42062,  42098-100.-In  France,  while 
toe  communes  held  the  ita rests  and  took  the  profits  the- 
centre1  was  vested  in  the  State,  the  trustees  being' 
Highly-trained  officials,  42043-5,  42047,  42050-3.— Such 
small  expenses  as  the  Staite  incurred  for  forestry  were- 
paid  in  1<  ranee  out  of  the  profits,  42054.— The  State, 
nonm  _ Possible,  met  the  wishes  of  the  communes, 
^uey.—  Management  of  forestry  by  County  Councils 
was  open  to  the  objection  that  local  interests  being  of 
varying  nature  would  interfere  with  a business  so- 
imteT7  cons?rv‘ative  as  forestdy,  42047-9,  42098- 
ij'V ^ question  of  dealing  with  isolated  trees  and 
^ltobeite  onhoidsngswias  admittedly  difficult,  -a  dif- 
. • f8  would  have  to  be  made  between  non-registered' 
a™?  timber  registered  as  planted  by  the- 
timber  could  probably  not  be  inter- 
wLr®1'  Under  looel  ™,gemnt  ti»- 

4?im  F°  OU’b  down  rather  than  plant  trees, 

ihrr  k0**®  w,0re  'the  double  hedges  put  up- 

% sb*lter  hoHing  fromlie  prevail- 

<r  -,  d Charter;  to  plant  these  did  not  require- 
telliwr^V^  'the  people  were  sufficiently  in- 
2nf  h*  J316,  ™>rk>  they  oonld  not  at  pre- 

were  to  look^  the  shelter  belts,  -as  they 

of  value  of  existing  belts, 

. w5lldh  were  being  felled,  42102-5.— These 
they  could  3iear  the  house,  so  that 

buf^fhfl  with  by  the  men  themselves, 

if  fTi att  .ji3*  j ™’fht  receive  a -bonus  from  the  county 
if  they  .attended  to  the  (belts  well,  42106-9. 
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Department  oe  Agriculture  as  a Forestry 
Authority. 

No  new  Government  Department  for  forestry  should 
be*  created,  but  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  should  superintend  forestry 
matters,  as  was  intended,  under  its  constituting  Act, 
under  terms  of  which  it  oould,  however,  act  only  ex- 
-perimentaJly  or  for  purpose  of  instruction,  42078, 

42088. A few  woods  with  an  area  of  about  2,000  acres 

bad  .been  vested  in  Department  of  Agriculture,  but 
otherwise  Section  4 of  the  Land  Act  of  1903  had 
proved  inoperative  in  preserving  woods  and  planta- 
tions or  setting  apart  lands  for  planting;  in  1904 
the  Agricultural  Department  represented  to  Estates 
Commissioners  that  it  had  pxevioutsly  been  debarred 
from  exercising  its  functions  in  the  matter  of  forestry, 
because  suitable  land  was  almost  entirely  in  private 
hands,  but  that  the  Act  of  1903  had  fundamentally 
changed  tire  conditions;  .the  Department  was,  there- 
fore, given  the  option  of  purchasing  any  woods  or 
lands  offered  for  sale  to  the  Commission,  but  nothing 
was  done  owing  to  lack  of  funds,  and  want  of  a proper 
agency  to  deal  with  forestry  ; the  Agricultural  and 
Technical  Instruction  Act  of  1899  empowered  County 
■Councils  to  strike  a rate  for  forestry  purposes,  but 
only  a few  of  the  counties  appeared)  to  have  moved  in 
the  matter,  and  funds  were  too  small  to  be  of 
value,  42085-7,  42089-93. — The  definition  of  forestry 
purposes  in  the  Act  included  aiding  and  developing 
•forestry  ; for  this  the  Congested  Districts  Board  also 
had  powers ; Agricultural  Department  had  practically 
no  funds  for  forestry,  42088-9. — .County  Councils  could 
mot  hold  land  for  purposes)  of  Labourers  Act  of  1906  ; 
Rural  District  Councils  could  hold  land  for  labourers’ 
-cottages,  42093. — A special  forestry  branch  should  be 
incorporated  with  Department  of  Agriculture,  which 
should  take  over  surplus  Crown  waste  lands  suitable 
for  afforestation,  and  such  plantations  purchased  by 
Estates  Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts  Board 
as  ought  to  be  permanently  preserved,  42093-4. — De- 
partment should  .be  able  to  purchase  waste  land  or 
formed-  woods  direct  from  vendors,  and  should  manage 
existing  Crown  woods  and  such  sylvicultural  or  ar- 
boricultural  work  as  was  now  performed  by  various 
Government  authorities ; its  duties  would  include 
collection  .and  diffusion  of  .useful  information  relative 
to  tree  planting  in  relation  to  agriculture  and  raising 
stock,  and  it  would  also  deal  with  forestry  as  part  of 
the  general  question  of  land  settlement,  with  a view 
to  improve  agriculture  and  develop  industries  by  as- 
sisting in  arboriculture  on  farms  and  by  creating  a 
national  forest  property ; the  Crown  Quit  Rents,  and 
the  sums  for  which  they  were  redeemed  under  the 
Land  Act,  might  be  utilised  for  planting  and  instruc- 
tional purposes  ; in  England  quit  rents  were  applied 
by  'Commissioners  of  Woods  .and  Forests  to  acquisi- 
tion and  development  of  Crown  property  ; the  main 
duty  of  the  Agricultural  Department  in  regard  to 
forestry  would  be  to  acquire  suitable  lands  while  pos- 
sible ; sufficient  land  must  be  acquired  fairly  cheaply 
in  advance  if  advantages  claimed  for  national 
forestry  in  Ireland  were  to  be  secured  ; protection  of 
trees  on  holdings  vested,  under  Land  Purchase  Acts 
should,  he  facilitated  by  a change  in  the  law  ; but 
former  laws,  or  terms,  under  which  tenants  were  re- 
quired to  plant,  cr  refrain  from  cutting  timber,  often 
■operated  harshly,  42079,  42094. 


Land  suitable  for  Planting. 

Much  of  the  present  woodland  must  eventually  be 
striped  up  with  'the  grass  land ; three  classes  of  land 
might  become  available  for  tree-planting  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale — (1)  Mountain  and  heath  land,  (2)  turf 
J*®.  (3)  narrow  ravines,  steep  slopes,  .rocky  or  poor 
land  in  sub-montane  or  low-lying  district®  generally  ; 
itlie  mountain  and  heath  lands,  comprising  2i  million 
acres,  were  best  suited1  to  economic  forestry, 
42079. — These  2^  million  acres  were  not  all 
waste  land ; draining  before  planting  was  usually 
unnecessary  or  inexpensive ; fencing  and  general 
protection  could  be  economically  arranged  for 
where  the  plantations  were  large  land,  had  suitable 
boundaries,  42080. — It  had  been  stated  before  present 
Commission  that  there  were  tracts  of  mountain  side 
that  would  be  better  under  planting  than  used  for 
grazing  or  included  in.  holdings,  42068,  42076. — It 
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would  'be  difficult  to  persuade  tenants  to  agree  to  giv- 
ing up  for  forestry  purposes  mountain  slopes  that 
could  be  utilised'  for  grazing,  42071. — Though  none  of 
the  mountain  land  anight  be  at  present  derelict,  it 
might  be  obtained  from  tenants  at  a small  price  for 
timber  purposes,  42075. — It  had  been  suggested  (to 
Commission  that  most  farms  contained  an  angle  of 
land  which  could  be  planted  ias  a shelter  belt,  42076. — 
The  operation  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  had  in- 
creased the  importance  of  the  question  of  utilising 
turf  beg,  42007. 


Turf  Bogs  and  Afforestation. 

The  origin  of  the  timber  underlying  turf  bogs  had 
never  been  proved  ; either  the  trees  grew  on  the  bog 
land  or  the  bog  .grew  after  the  trees  died  down, 
42008-13. — At  present  the  bog  grew  in  anany  places  by 
increase  of  ‘bog  mosses  ; the  wettest  portion  of  bog  was 
often  the  highest,  42013. — Scotch  fir  could  never  be 
grown  on  deep  bogs  with  financial  success  unless  they 
were  previously  drained  and  manured,  and  this  would 
be  very  expensive,  42014. — .Witness  could  not  determine 
whether  the  charred  roots  seen  in  the  sunken  forests 
had  been  charred  before  or  after  the  destruction  of 
the  forests ; the  destruction  of  the  timber  in  historic 
times  might  have  resulted  in  a great  off-rush  of  water 
from  the  hills  consequent  on  the  denudation  of  the 
slopes,  and  this  off -rush  would  have  increased  the 
growth  of  the  bog-land  .below ; there  might  have  been 
a great  change  of  climate,  42015-6,  42081. — Planting 
firs  helped  to  keep  up  the  water  ; firs  were  planted 
about  waterworks ; the  French  Government'  spent 
large  sums  in-  acquiring  pasture  lands  to  plant  them 
up  and  cure  torrents  which  carried  down  stones  and 
d'6bris,  42017. — The  fallen  leaves  took  up  an  immense 
amount  of  water,  .and  the  leaves  stopped  some  of  the 
rainfall,  but  the  main  effects  was  by  the  roots,  and  a 
deep  layer  of  decaying  vegetable  matter,  sometimes 
several  feet  deep,  which  took  up  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  water,  42018. — Forestry  had  been  successful  in 
European  countries  on  mountain  and  heather  lands ; 
•timber  could  be  economically  grown  on  shallow  turf 
bog,  though  on  deep  beg  the  cost  of  manuring  and 
draining  made  financial  success  doubtful ; in  bog-land 
generally  the  acidity  and  inertness  of  the  bo.g  sub- 
stance and  absence  of  mineral  nutrients  must  be  over- 
come before  plants  which  strike  deep  into  the  soil 
could  thrive ; slopes  of  ravines  .and  rocky  land  were 
often  well  suited  to  tree-planting ; Ireland  must  once 
have  contained  vast  tracts  of  natural  .forest  whose 
restoration  would  greatly  improve  the  natural 
drainage  of  the  country  ; Ireland’s  total  area  of  turf 
bog  was  returned  at  .about  100,100,000  acres,  ex- 
cluding 398,000  acres  of  marsh,  and,  presumably,  all 
shallow  bog  or  “ barren  mountain  land  ” ; of  the 
1,100,000  acres  only  390,000  were  untananted;  accord- 
ing to  report  of  the  Bog  Commissioners  of  1810,  six- 
sevenths  of  the  total  area  was  comprised  between  two 
straight  lines  drawn  from  Howth  Head  to  Sligo  and 
from  Wicklow  Head  to  Galway  ; the  Bog  Commis- 
sioners’ Report  of  1814  stated  that  1,576,000  .acres  of 
Irish  peat  soil  was  red  flat  bog,  which  might  be  uti- 
lised for  agriculture,  while  much  of  the  mountain  could 
be  improved  at  small  expense  for  pasture  or  more 
beneficially  for  plantations,  42081-3. — Since  time  of 
this  Bog  Commission  wonderful  results  in  improving 
land  had.  been  obtained  cheaply  (.as  in  Luxembourg 
•and  Holland)  by  use  of  lupins  ; artificial  manures 
were  unknown  ; turf  bogs  might  be  made  profitable 
under  agriculture  where  success  in  forestry  was 
doubtful,  and  they  should  therefore  not  be  planted, 
42083. — Lupins  increased  the  quantity  of  free  nitro- 
gen in  the  soil  and.  formed  a surface  mould,  42084-5. 
—Of  the  640,000  acres  untenanted  land  in  Ireland 
some  were  only  temporavfly  untenanted  ; 354,000  of 
the  640,000  acres  were  mountain  land,  with  an  average 
valuation  of  5$d.  per  acre,  and  286,000  were  valued 
at  £10,135,  or  8£d.  an  acre ; it  had  been  stated  to 
Select  Committee  of  Forestry,  1887,  that  immense 
areas  could  be  acquired  for  10s.  an  acre,  and  that  the 
people,  in  Connemara  at  least,  would  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in  reservation  for  forestry  purposes ; the 
results  of  witness’s  inquiries  were  against  the  view 
of  acquiescence ; the  real  value  to  the  people  of  this 
land  was,  however,  often  small,  and  compensation  for 
disturbance  would  be  little;  many  persons  would 
willingly  relinquish  their  rights  enabling  them  tc 
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pasture  a few  .animals  over  large  tracts  in  exchange 
for  a small  area  of  good1  land  near  their  home- 
steads ; 301,000  acres  of  woods  and  plantations  were 
included  in  agricultural  returns,  95,000  acres  'being 
classed  as  untenanted ; it  was  improbable  that  all 
these  woods  ought  to  be  permanently  retained,  if  Ire- 
land were  to  have  four  per  cent,  of  forested  land,  as 
the  United  Kingdom  had,  the  wooded  area  would 
have  to  he  773,000  acres ; the  286,000  acres  of  un- 
tenanted land  might  be  acquired  for  from  £100,000 
to  £200,000  : in  Door  estates  in  tih nmnn-n;  -rvifr.'ViiT- 


~ o. — ~ r-"  m jj-iiuiuiaig  ai  Tin ey 

regained  the  sporting  rights ; though  large  tracts  were 
desirable  for  forestry,  it  might  be  well  to  begin  with 
small  areas  of  from  500  acres  near  supplies  of  labour  ; 
additions  of  even  50  acres  to  existing  plantations 
might  be  worth  making,  42085,  42110-2.— Western 
counties  offered  greatest  scope  for  protection  of  exist- 
ing woodlands  and  reservation  of  lands  for  afforesta- 
tion ; .administrative  counties  comprising  congested 
electoral  divisions  contained  n)e<arl<y  onie-thind  the 
total  wooded  area  of  Ireland ; about  70  per  cent,  of 
™e  anT„e*  classed  as  mountain,  and  over  80  per  cent,  of 
the  286,000  acres  of  untenanted  Land  valued  at  not 
more  than  2s.  6 d.  an  acre,  42093. 


PIGOT,  Mr.  J.  L. — continued. 

Roads  to  Forests. 

Good  roads  were  needed  to  secure  financial 
to  forestry,  onto  the  cost  of  their  constructs  JSZ 
included  among  initial  expenses,  42113-8.  T ** 


The  constantly  increasing  price  of  timber 
oompenaate  for  cost  of  reads  42118. -In  England 2? 
price  of  imported  timber  had  increased  20  per  cent 
native  timber  was,  if  .anything,  decreasing,  4212m  ’ 
—The  .best  wood  was  a very  paying  market,  but  it 
was  necessary  to  wait  more  than  forty  years  for 
harvest ; from  twentieth  to  thTffih  yeS 
there  might  be  two  thinnings;  felling  could  beE 
at  the  twentieth,  thirtieth,  and  fortieth  years  but 
except  from  larch  not  so  much  could  be  got  fZT 

“Si"  ™ 

Document  put  in  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Piqot.  Pagein 
Voi.  ru. 

Pamphlet  on  Working  of  Land  Act  of  1903 

and  its  bearing  on  Tree  Cultivation,  ’ 337 
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O’CONNELL,  Mu.  M. 

Scheduling  Two-thirds  of  Listowel  Union  Pro- 
posed.— Definition  of  Congestion  No  Guide. 

In  district  of  Listowel  tliere  were  ten  electoral  di- 
visions congested  ; population  10,784,  or  about  oue- 
third  of  population  and  area  of  entire  Union  ; Rural 
Council  thought  remaining  two-thirds  should  be  sche- 
duled, seeing  that  average  valuation  per  head  was 
.£1  19s.  ZcL,  and  of  congested  divisions  £1  3s. 
-2d.,  42129.— The  30s.  or  under  per  head  rule  should 
be  ’abolished,  and  Board  should  have  discretion  to 
schedule  a townland  as  it  saw  fit ; present  method 
•no  guide ; scheduled  division  of  Kilshenane  had 
valuation  of  16s.  3d.  per  head ; cause  of  its  low 
valuation  of  £486  was  that  land  which  was  nearly 
all  reclaimed  bog  land  was  of  little  value  in  1852, 
when  valuation  was  made ; holding  in  Kilshenane 
•which  was  only  £5  or  £6  valuation  might  have  ten 
•to  fifteen  cows ; Lislouglvtin,  Tarmons,  Liselton, 
Urlee,  etc.,  were  more  congested  42129a. — If  revalua- 
tion wias  made  valuation  would  be  higher  than  at  pre- 
sent, 42130. 

Untenanted  Lands. 

Schedule  of  untenanted  lands  in  the  district  sub- 
mitted to  Commission  last  October,  also  replies  re- 
ceived from  some  of  the  owners  of  the  land  ; since 
then  townlands  of  Baunacaulig,  Coolagown  and 
Ennismore  had  'been  sold  to  Estates  Commissioners, 
and  holding  at  Gurtereen  had  been  sold  to  a tenant ; 
there  were  846  acres  of  very  good  tillage  land  in  Kile- 
henny ; letter  from  Messrs.  Reeves  and  Sons,  solici- 
tors to  ’Scottish  Provident  Institution,  stated  that 
they  were  in  communication  with  Congested  Districts 
Board  as  to  sale ; demesne  lands  were  excluded, 
42130. — It  was  almost  all  grazing  and  tillage  land, 
42131,  42132-3. — Where  there  was  bog  it  had  been  in- 
dicated in  the  schedule,  42132. — About  fifteen  to 
twenty  acres  of  the  846  acres  were  under  tillage, 
42134,  42135-6. — Only  holding  in  the  schedule  that  was 
farmed  in  mixed  way.  including  tillage,  grazing,  and 
dairying,  42134. — It  was  situated  near  Ballybunion, 
and  in  season  from  June  to  October  there  was  a 
good  market  for  milk ; farm  supplied  the  whole  vil- 
lage, which  was  the  reason  that-  more  land  was  not 
tilled,  42137. — Farm  was  all  in  one  hand,  42138. — 
It  probably  paid  better  to  use  it  as  dairy  farm 
Tather  than  have  it  tilled,  42139. — Local  market  for 
milk  necessitated  a large  dairy  farm,  42140. — Scot- 
tish Provident  Society  were  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  the  farm,  421434. — They  held  a mortgage  of  it, 
and  it  came  into  their  possession,  42145,  42147. — A 
caretaker  occupied  it  for  them,  42146-7. — Head  office 
was  in  Edinburgh,  42149. 

Cottiers  and  Milk  Supply. 

Part  of  the  fifrm  mentioned  might  he  given  for 
holdings,  and  part  might  be  vested  permanently  in 
the  Board,  42141. — In  the  event  of  buying  any  lands 
it  might  be  desirable  to  vest  a portion  in  the  Board, 
to  permit  of  letting  of  grazing  to  cottiers ; the  la- 
bouring classes  could  get  very  little  milk ; it  was  all 
sent  to  creameries  or  kept  for  feeding  calves ; con- 
densed milk  was  imported  for  feeding  young  chil- 
dren ; establishment  of  creameries  bad  intensified 
the  lack  of  milk  ; appearance  of  children  showed  they 
were  not  well  nourished,  42149-60. — Seeing  that  there 
was  not  enough  land  to  go  round,  there  would  be 
number  of  small  occupiers  who  would  not  have  suffi- 
cient means  of  feeding  cows  in  winter,  it  would  be 
well  to  give  them  grazing  somewhere,  42141,  42143, 
42161. — Congested  Districts  Board  should  let  land  at 
»o  much  a year,  42162. — That  contemplated  the  per- 
manent control  of  Congested  Districts  Board  or  some 
similar  institution,  possibly  of  a Rural  District  Coun- 
cil. 42163-4. — They  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the 
duty,  42165-6. — The  class  of  people  was  the  same  as 
those  for  whom  labourers’  cottages  were  provided, 
42167-8. — Common  grazing  would  be  a very  popular 


O'CONNELL,  Mr.  M. — continued. 

thing,  and  would  be  very  satisfactory,  42171.— -Hav- 
ing number  of  labourers’  cottages  built,  provision  for 
communal  grazing  for  the  cows  belonging  to  these 
people  was  needed ; project  was  distinct  from  the 
labourers’  cottages,  42172-5.— Witness  had  never 
known  cases  where  people  had  been  inclined  to  live  on 
the  acre  of  land  and  tillage  and  not  work  as  labourers, 
42176. — He  had  known  cases  where  tenants  of  Union 
cottages  who  'had  succeeded  chiefly  by  their  own  in- 
dustry, and  they  were  just  as  willing  to  work  as 
labourers  as  tbey  were  before,  42177-9. — Object  was 
to  try  to  get  sound  milk  for  the  children  _ of  these 
people,  who  had,  as  a rule,  very  large  families,  and 
when  they  had  a cow  it  was  generally  an  old  hard- 
skinned,  probably  tuberculosis  cow,  42180. 

Questions  of  Loans  for  Purchase  of  Cow's. 

If  land  was  obtained  near  congested  places,  how 
were  the  people  to  purchase  a cow,  and  if  they  got  a 
loan  to  buy  or  to  replace  cow,  what  security  could  they 
offer  for  repayment  of  loan?  42160. — Extract  from 
previous  report  of  witness’s  showed  that  out  of  a seed 
loan  of  about  £2,000  in  rural  district,  out  of  first 
instalment  over  99  per  cent,  was  collected,  and  in  not 
one  case  out  of  over  1,800  recipients  of  seed  potatoes 
was  any  attempt  made  to  repudiate  the  debt ; large 
number  of  these  poor  people  were  too  poor  to  offer 
any  security ; they  were  trusted,  and  proved  them- 
selves worthy  of  trust,  and  they  would  also  repay  a 
loan  to  buy  a cow,  42160. — There  was  no  way  at  pre- 
sent where  people  could  borrow  at  a reasonable  rate 
of  interest  for  purchase  of  a cow,  42182. — There  was 
no  co-operative  bank,  42183. — If  there  were  one  it 
would  he  a great  improvement,  but  question  of  se- 
curity would  arise,  42184. — In  the  seed  loan  instance 
the  security  was  their  own.  character,  42185-6,  42188. 
— In  case  of  the  bank  it  would  be  their  own  charac- 
ter, backed  by  personal  guarantee  of  two  others, 
42187. — It  would  be  well  to  try  if  self-help  could  pro- 
vide the  necessary  capital ; it  would  be  a great  im- 
provement if  there  were  such  banks  in  the  district, 
42189. — Congested  Districts  Board  should  provide  tire 
land,  and  then  let  their  successors  administer  the 
estate  afterwards,  42190. — It  would  come  largely  to 
personal  character  of  people,  and  Board  would  not 
be  troubled  much,  but  they  would  have  to  get  the 
land,  42191. — Great  improvement  if  they  got  land 
independently  ; it  would  do  away  with  question  of 
loan,  42192. — Thedr  relations  in  America  helped 
them,  but  in  a large  number  of  oases,  when  they  did 
possess  a cow  it  was  a bad  one ; probably  a menace 
to  public  health,  42193. — If  they  could  get  a loan  to 
purchase  a cow  they  would  get  a much  better  one, 
42194, 

Supply  of  Milk  in  Tenanted  Localities 

If  Parish  Committees  could  make  arrangements 
for  a contract  with  a local  farmer  for  supply  of  milk 
to  the  poor  throughout  the  year  in  localities  situated 
near  tenanted  land ; it  was  possible  that  there  would 
be  no  economic  or  other  difficulty  about  the  matter, 
as  it  would  be  worth  farmer’s  while  to  enter  into 
these  contracts  for  a continuous  supply,  and  portion 
of  money  paid  for  dear  tea  would  be  diverted  for 
supply  of  milk,  42195. — It  was  possible  to  organise 
such  a system ; there  could  be  a weekly  collection  of 
the  debt ; in  a townland  where  there  were  perhaps 
twenty-five  to  thirty  farmers,  if  one  farmer  was  se- 
lected, a contract  might  be  made  with  him  to  supply 
milk  at  a reasonable  rate  throughout  year,  at  7d.  per 
gallon,  42196. — Organisation  was  required,  42197*. — 
All  the  farmer  wanted  was  a price  for  his  milk ; any 
individual  oould  set  up  as  a kind  of  middleman,  and 
enter  into  contract  with  farmer  to  supply  him  regu- 
larly with  milk  for  these  people’s  use ; but  there  must 
be  some  machinery  or  organisation  to  bring  it  about ; 
farmer  could  not  be  expected  to  break  existing  con- 
tract with  creamery  and  keep  proportion  of  milk 
unless  he  was  sure  of  the  other  arrangement.  42198-9. 
— Point  was  to  bring  about  the  state  of  assurance 

8 h 
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O’CONNELL,  Mb.  M. — continued. 


that  he  would  be  paid  regularly,  42201. — Necessity 
for  the  milk  existed,  but  nothing  was  done,  42201. — 
Creameries  did  not  pay  better  prices,  only  iabout  4<i. 
per  gallon,  and  it  was  worth  7 cl.  to  consumer,  42202. 
— The  people  would  pay  that-,  42203.— They  were 
proprietary,  not  co-operative  creameries ; proper 
organisation  and  business  arrangement  were  the  only 
things  necessary  to  carry  out  reform,  42204. 

Labourers’  Cottages. 

There  were  444  cottages  provided  in  Listowel  Rural 
District,  310  completed  amd  occupied  and  134  build- 
ing or  near  completion ; there  were  516  applied  for 
at  inquiry,  and,  allowing  350  to  be  passed,  there 
would  be  800  cottages  provided,  but  as  rate  limit  of 
Is.  in  the  £ would  be  reached  when  800  had  been 
built,  some  other  sources  must  be  sought  to  improve 
condition  of  remaining  insanitary  houses,  42204. — 
Rural  District  Council  built  the  cottages,  42208. — 
•It  took  land  compulsorily  from  anybody  it  chose, 
42209-10.— Money  came  from  Board  of  Works ; it 
would  now  come  from  Land  Commission,  42211-2. — 
Rural  District  Council  got  portion  back  in  rents,  at 
rate  of  £2  15s.  for  each  cottage,  and  rates  often  had 
to  bear  remaining  portion  up  to  £3  7s,  Ad.  per  cot- 
tage, 42213. — County  Council  levied  rate  for  thirty- 
five  years,  42214-5.— It  was  a district-at-large  rate, 
42216. — It  was  acting  much  better  now  than  it  had 
done,  42217. — Nothing  like  so  -much  lost ; liability 
reduced,  42218. — Under  present  Act  man  who  applied 
first  got  first  chance  of  .a  cottage,  42219-21. — Practi- 
cally the  same  under  the  old  Act,  but  under  old  Act 
applicant  must  be  a bona  fide  labourer ; it  was  not 
passed  really  for  any  individual,  4222-3. — Gross  cost 
of  these  cottages  was  £137  10s.  per  cottage  in  Listowel 
Rural  District  up  to  March  last ; that  would  be  from 
£105  to  £106  for  cost  of  each  building,  and 
from  £30  to  £33  for  the  land;  various  other 
expenses,  such  as  engineering  and  inquiries, 
42224. — There  was  a kitchen  and  three  bed- 
rooms, 42225.— Audi  under  Public  Health  Act  it 
was  nece®sarJ  to  have  a privy  attached  to  the  house, 
42226. — Nothing  paid  for  expense  of  compulsory  ac- 
quirement, but  there  used  to  be  up  to  last  year,  42227. 
—The  existence  of  the  power  of  compulsion  made  the 
seller  more  reasonable,  42228.— There  was  practically 
no  need  to  exercise  power  of  compulsion,  42229.— An 
>Sita£y  house  could  possibly  be  made  sanitary, 
42230.— Houses  generally  provided  for  people  who  had 
no  house,  who  were  lodging  with  their  father-in-law 
or  someone  like  that,  42231.— Generally  in  case  of  an 
insanitary  building  it  was  pulled  down,  42232.— 
Rural  District  Council  collected  the  rents,  42233.— 
No  trouble  about  rent  out  of  rental  of  £722  odd  ; 

, 6 11  p to  March  31st  amounted  to  £75, 


42234.— Arrears  not  of  long  standing ; they  had  ali 
been  paid  since,  doozz . i.  i .i  iT-t  . 


. , —Is.  Id.  was  the  average 

rent  per  week,  42236.-A  shilling  in  the  pound  was 
the  maximum  rate  which  could  be  struck  ; actual 
rate  struck  was  4gd  to  cover  the  liability ; the  loan 
an  Listowel  was  u thirty-five  years  loan;  eighteen  or 

nLdtenff  >ear1-of  oxPired  ; as  the  old  loan  was 

paid  off  it  relieved  the  pressure  on  the  rates,  42237- 


•Sanitary  Officers  should  be  aided  by  Parish 
Committees. 

,,tile  5tri<*  enforcement  of  the  Pnifie 

”<>t  to  be  expected  tint  «,  sub- 

semtorj  officer  cbo  ivas  pud  at  the  rate  of  £10  ,a 
St?  5?  e11  thnsiastic  .about  tbe  perform- 

stktemin? witness  made  a 
statement  that  no  return  was  given  bv  the  sanitary 
officers  for  the  salaries  they  rloeived  f liLm  field 

42m7“ wdv  T*  *°  llis  p,rt  of 

Sle;  the  VBfif&Sa  ha?e«  moot- 
JlistrLt"  rle0pl'a  keeP  their  houses  neat ; Rural 
.h™.d  be  formed  to  'LL"  JS  of"™™ 
heaps,  hme  washing,  etc.  ; hundreds  ™ 

Sho™‘ttlL,S4SLl?l7e^aTo“  “’S 

42207.— A local  committee,  including  the  Z»  S 
an  instructress  possessed  of  some  such  mfZfut’  T- 


matters ; the  county  instructress  should  visit  l 
of  the  noor : those  who  attended  clacsno  * ome® 


educated  and  qualified  to  be  instructresses 
selves,  42250.  tilem* 


Insanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

To  improve  sanitary  conditions  it  was  necessary 
t8  begin  with  the  schools ; report  of  Medical  Office 
of  Health  on  the  Listowel  district  said  the  school  was 
“a  menace  to  public  health”;  a .recent  improve 
menfc  was  suggested  with  regard  to  use  of  earth 
closets,  but  the  reply  threw  responsibility  on  the 
managers,  and  they  had  no  funds  ; witness'  concurred 
in  the  verdict  on  condition  of  the  schools,  42250-52a  • 


Tree-planting. 

Forest  trees  in  lots  of  four  or  five  hundred  should 
be  given  in  congested  areas,  .free  to  occupiers  under 
£10  valuation,  and  at  half-price,  or  Is.  9 d.  per  100  to 
occupiers  under  £20  valuation,  to  plant  shelter  belts  - 
witness  thought  the  people  would  plant  them ; seve- 
ral small  occupiers  had  said  they  would  be  very  glad 
to  have  them,  42252a-4,  42257-9.— .Parish  Committees 
might  get  the  trees  for  small  shelters,  42255.— No 
trees  should  be  given  to  a man  who  did  not  enclose 
the  place ; one  side  was  fenced  already,  42256.— The 
nearest  nursery  was  Mr.  Power’s  of  Waterford ; an 
occupier  planted  an  Irish  acre  with  304  apple  trees 
twelve  feet  apart,  with  small  fruit  trees  in  between ; 
total  cost  of  fencing,  trees,  planting,  etc.,  was  £17 
9s.  2d.  ; the  soil  was  quite  unsuitable  for.  tillage,  but 
the  trees  grew  well,  and  this  year  ten  or  twelve  were 
yielding  ten  to  eighteen  apples  each ; in  five  or  six 
years  it  was  expected  the  whole  money  would  be  made 
in  fruit ; above  instance  showed  that,  if  sheltered 
from  the  north-west,  apples  flourished  in  poor,  cold 
land  ; to  encourage  planting  trees  should  be  provided 
at  a much  cheaper  rate  than  9 d.  each,  42257. 


Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  M.  O’Connell. 
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M'MAHON,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 


Powers  of  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  more  powers 
for  extending  congested  areas  and  for  other  purposes; 
they  should  also  have  compulsory  powers  for  pur- 
chasing untenanted  grazing  and  unreclaimed  land, 
for  building  houses  on  those  laRds,  for  enlargement 
of  uneconomic  holdings,  and  for  giving  plots  and 
houses  to  farmers’  sons,  labourers,  and  artisans;  the 
whole  of  Listowel  Union  should  be  scheduled  as  con- 
gested; 42261. — 1 There  were  already  ten  electoral  divi- 
sions in  Listowel  Union  scheduled  as  congested,  and 
people  considered  that  the  other  electoral  divisions 
ought  to  be  scheduled  as  well ; there  were  thirty-two 
electoral  divisions  altogether  ; great  deal  of  congestion 
not  in  congested  electoral  divisions  at  all,  but  scattered 
throughout  the  union;  necessary  to  have  whole  of  the 
Union  scheduled  as  congested,  42262.— Otherwise  un- 
tenanted land  could  not  be  taken  for  migration  of 
large  population  of  congested  areas,  42263.—  Nothing 
to  prevent  Congested  Districts  Board  going  outside 
scheduled . areas,  which  was  reason  for  asking  that 
whole  union  should  be  scheduled  as  congested,  42263. 
Member  to  Represent  Kerry  on  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board. 

There  should  be  one  elected  member  on  Congested 
Listricts  Board  for  each  of  the  congested  or  partly 
congested  counties ; people  in  Kerry  considered  they 
were  entirely  forgotten  by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
because  there  was  no  member  from  Kerry  to  recom- 
mend to  Board  the  wants  of  the  county  and  congested 
areas  of  the  country ; more  money  spent  in  Donegal 
and  other  counties  than  in  Kerry,  42263.— No  elected 
member  fnr  rim. — 1 Anne  a rt .Iwmld 


member  for  Donegal,  42264.— County  Council  should 
nominate  a member  subject  to  approval  of,  say,  Lord 
Lieutenant,  42265-7.— Member  of  County  Council 


Bhould  not  be  excluded ; there  might  be  members  ad- 


42267^  ^ted,  but  they  might  not  like  the  position, 
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Congested  Districts  Board  and  Fishing  Industry. 

Congested  Districts  Board  ought  to  have  encouraged 
fisheries  in  the  rivers  by  establishing  hatcheries, 
giving  money  for  boats  and  nets,  and  protecting 
mouths  of  the  rivers  from  trawlers  and  fishing  boats; 
great  many  people  of  opinion  that  boats  with  large 
nets  prevented  fish  from  entering  the  river;  salmon 
and  other  fish  prevented  from  coming  into  River 
Feale  and  River  Shannon,  too,  42268-9,  42271-4.— It 
was  since  the  establishment  of  boats  with  nets  for 
mackerel  fishing  round  tho  coast  that  salmon  fishing 
was  injured,  42270. — Nets,  not  set  in  the  sea  for 
salmon,  but  for  catching  ling,  cod,  and  other  fish, 
42272.— Good  deal  of  salmon  net  fishing  in  Ireland, 
even  in  River  Feale;  for  six  or  seven  miles  there 
were  thirty  or  forty  nets  there  fishing  salmon;  nets 
outside  that  prevented  salmon  coming  into  the  river, 
42275-6. — They  made  a livelihood  by  it  near  the 
rivers;  very  probable  that  the  amount  of  shipping 
at  mouth  of  Shannon  frightened  fish  from  coming 
up  the  Feale  and  other  rivers,  42277. — Hatch- 
eries had  been  asked  for,  and  application  made  to 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  some  little  help  had  been 
given,  but  not  much,  42278. — Damage  to  local  fisher- 
men by  trawlers  had  been  spoken  of  to  Mr.  Green, 
but  it  had  never  been  represented  to  Board  of  Agri- 
culture or  Congested  Districts  Board,  42279-80. — If 
fishermen  kept  a mile  or  so  outside  mouth  of  Shannon 
it  would  give  fish  an  opportunity  of  coming  in ; nets 
over  three  miles  long,  42281. — Salmon  fishing  gone 
down  very  much,  even  for  net  fishing,  42282-3.— Board 
of  Agriculture  inclined  to  do  very  little,  42285. — Lot 
of  salmon  killed  by  trawlers  fishing  for  mackerel  and 
things  of  very  little  consequence;  fish  also  killed  in 
spawning  season,  which  caused  great  loss  to  fisheries, 
42286.— Not  enough  water  bailiffs  up  the  rivers, 
42287. 


Congested  Districts  Board  and  Peat  Industry. 

Congested  Districts  Board  ought  to  have  powers  to 
work  and  develop  industrial  resources  of  the  country 
and  power  to  buy  land  for  better  development  and 
encouragement  of  peat  industry,  42288.— Wonderful 
amount  of  employment  could  be  given  by  the  bogs  in 
and  new  factories  could  be  started;  over 
2,340,000  acres  of  bog  in  Ireland,  with  a depth  of 
twenty  feet;  peat  could  be  utilised  for  many  valuable 
purposes,  extraction  of  ammonia,  etc.,  and  produc- 
tion  of  a fuel  with  which  all  the  railways  in  Ireland 
and  the  canal  barges  could  be  worked  at  much . less 
cost  than  with  fuel  at  present  in  use,  42289. — Two 
tons  of  dried  peat  had  more  gas-producing  power 
than  one  ton  of  best  coal,  42289-90.— Even  if  it  could 
„work<;d  for  ordinary  fuel  it  would  pay, 
42-90.—  At  Celbridge  the  profit  was  now  £75  a week 
alter  paying  all  expenses,  42291. 


Oil  Found  in  Bogs. 

amo,u,nf;  of  °il  in  the  bogs  which,  if  properh 
worKed  would  be  a great  commercial  success,  42293“ 
_5eT6  ve57  slow  in  Ireland  and  very  little  heh 
came  from  English  Government;  thev  would  be  sur 
4P9QA  aoy  amerce  that  was  prospering  in  Ireland 
5 to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  tin 
i.i^nmiSS10n’  4229f>- — Great  apathy  in  Ireland  in  start 
commercial  undertaking,  because  it  had  sliowi 
nrnfifVKl  fr<?mtune  to  time  that  there  was  hardly  air 
1Sin?,tvr  ’"p*  Ireland  that  was  m 
lkh  tyi  d’.  ^ n°t  by  British  Government,  Eng 
would  ^nUiUCtU3ier/  wou,cl  send  their  “gents,  and  thei 
r u fc-CUt  fr  a tinr  tiU  the  trade  in  Irelanc 
nr^p?iLd  r :-t?nly  remedy  for  Ireland  was  to  put  < 

into  the  ncounhv  0422a96  manufactured  Soods  comi”? 


Drainage. 

ouSht  to  liave  powers  f< 
flooded  and  marshes,  etc.  ; large  amount  c 

42297  - Fe5iS  and,  marshy  lands  in  witness’s  distric 

42298! Many  T’®,  the  P,rinciPal  riven 

42299  —i  aony  1 1 ^ooded  places  along  the  river; 
lrinv  J ° fCres  ,ftlon«  Feale  river  flooded ; low 
from  thr«  °/g  .banks  °ught  to  havp  Protectio 
these  floods;  large  proportion  of  River  Brie 


needed  to  be  scoured  and  cleaned,  42300.— County 
Council  had  no  power  to  undertake  large  drainage, 
nor  any  power  to  compel  a tenant  or  landlord  who, 
by  neglecting  to  scour  those  large  drains,  caused  the 
roads  even  to  get  flooded,  42301-2. — Flooding  due  in 
a great  measure  to  the.  rising  tide,  42303-4.— County 
Council  had  not  the  power  to  erect  a tide  wall  or 
anything  of  that  kind;  some  letters  had  been  passed 
with  regard  to  drainage  some  time  ago,  but  it  was 
left  in  hands  of  a committee ; witness  thought  the 
Government  was  proposing  some  scheme,  but  in  the 
meantime  these  lands  are  flooded,  42305-6. — Mr. 
Julian,  Dublin  Castle,  had  suggested  that  County 
Council  should  take  up  the  work  of  the  Cashen  Board 
which  was  at  present  defunct,  but  by  an  order  of 
Lord  Lieutenant  their  functions  could  be  taken  up  by 
County  Council,  with  all  their  powers  and  duties ; 
not  enough  members  to  form  a quorum,  so  whole  thing 
was  at  a dead-lock;  question  had  been  adjourned  in 
order  to  find  out  what  responsibilities  would  fall  upon 
County  Council  if  they  undertook  duties,  42306. 

Decay  of  Trade  at  Listowel. 

Rural  District  Council  of  Listowel  ought  to  be 
scheduled  as  congested  for  purpose  of  giving  small 
holdings  to  working  classes  for  gardens  and  for 
means  of  supplying  milk  for  themselves  and 
families,  and  also  for  encouragement  of  industry; 
market  towns  were  going  to  decay;  Listowel  was  en- 
tirely dependent  on  its  market ; twenty  years  ago 
there  used  to  be  2,400  pigs  in  market  once  a fortnight 
and  over  2,000  firkins  of  butter ; now  not  200  firkins ; 
trade  coming  into  Listowel  entirely  lost,  42306. 

Creameries  causing  Injury  to  Ireland. 

Creameries  had  not  benefited  Ireland,  but  only 
caused  loss,  42307. — Dietary  of  working  class  had 
changed  ; could  not  use  creamery  milk  as  food  ; cost 
of  food  so  much  increased  that  employment  had  fallen 
back  very  much  in  country  districts,  42308-9.— Far- 
mer could  not  well  pay  for  labour,  and  had  to  try  to 
do  without  it;  people  found  hand-separators  much 
more  beneficial;  application  for  loans  on  behalf  of 
poorer  class  of  farmers  for  purchase  of  }io,.id-sepa- 
rators,  42310. — Much  cheaper  than  they  were,  £14 
10s.  the  proper  price,  42311.— Farmer  did  not  keep 
back  enough  from  the  creamery  for  his  own  consump- 
tion, 42312,  42323-9. — Good  many  of  them  got  money 
in  advance  to  purchase  stock  from  creamery,  and 
would  then  send  all  milk  to  creamery  in  order  to 
repay  loan,  42312. 


Butter. 

Higher  price  obtained  now  than  when  farmers  made 
butter  themselves,  42313.— 2s.  to  6s.  or  7s.  in  English 
market;  at  Listowel  price  differed  from  weok  to 
week,  42333-4. — Five  guineas  a firkin  for  a long  time, 
twenty  • or  twenty-five  years  ago,  now  only  £2  5s.  •; 
price  down  all  round,  42335. — Dropped  considerably 
after  creameries  were  established,  42337-8.— At 
present  it  was  40s.  to  52s.,  56s.  the  average 
for  the  year,  42339. — Average  price  for  firkin 
of  butter  49s.  or  50s.,  42340. — Two  hundred  and  ten 
gallons  of  milk  to  make  a firkin  of  butter  which 
would  represent  something  more  than  50s.,  42341-4. 
— Skimmed  milk  carried  home  and  used  for  calves 
and  pigs,  42313,  42319. — Farmer  would  not  consume 
any  new  milk,  but  only  milk  after  cream  had  been 
taken  off,  42314-6. — This  could  not  be  done  now ; 
there  was  no  nourishment  in  the  milk,  and  there  was 
contingent  sickness,  42317. — The  old  separation  was 
by  hand,  the  present  by  machinery,  42318.— By  the 
old  method  of  separating  milk  the  skimmed  millc  con- 
tained more  fat,  42320. — There  was  less  use  for 
skimmed  milk  now  for  feeding  purposes,  42321-2. — 
Looked  upon  as  wholesome  food  when  separated  by 
hand,  42323. — The  creamery  had  the  advantage  of 
any  extra  butter  that  might  be  extracted,  42324.-- 
Good  deal  more  butter  made  with  hand  separator  than 
out  of  the  other,  42325. — People  did  not  get  same 
return  of  milk  as  they  carried  to  the  creamery,  though 
amount  from  the  cow  was  just  the  same,  42326-7. — 
There  was  no  organisation  which  made  the  best  uso 
of  their  butter  and  got  them  as  good  a price  as  pos- 
sible, 42330.-  Creameries  established  for  profit,  42331 
— Butter  went  cleaner  into  the  market  than  it  used 
jO|^J»iuter  Jaade  ’ at  home  preferred  to  creamer^. 
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Congested  Districts  Board  did  Much  ‘Work  in 

Some  Districts  and  Nothing  at  ail  in  Others. 

Work  of  Congested  Districts  Board  was  sporadic 
and  was  overlapped  by  Department  of  Agriculture ; 
in  Brosna  and  Killorglin  it  had  done  a good  deal  of 
work,  but  in  Lixnaw  until  recently  it  had  done  nothing 
at  all,  42345.— In  Lixnaw  the  Board  had  bought  Ard- 
beg  Estate,  re-arranged  it,  and  spent  money  on  it 
satisfactorily  to  the  tenants,  42346. — Work  of  the 
Board  had  been  confined  to  a few  places ; whether 
the  selection  of  places  was  good  or  bad  would  depend 
on  the  people  who  were  questioned,  42362-3. — Witness 
did  not  know  that  the  Board’s  expenditure  had  been 
made  in  the  poorest  part  of  the  county;  until  two 
or  three  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Thomas  O’Donnell,  mem- 
ber for  West  Kerry,  took  it  up  ; no  money  was  spent 
in  Kerry,  42364. — The  money  had  not  been  badly 
spent ; Ardbeg  expenditure  was  very  good,  42365. 


Board’s  Grant  to  Kerry  Agricultural  Society 
Withdrawn. 

The  Board’s  grant  to  Kerry  Agricultural  Society 
had  been  withdrawn,  as  they  wished  to  confine  it  to 
holders  under  £4  valuation  who  lived  in  congested 
districts ; Society  found  it  almost  impossible  to  accept 
grant  on  these  terms,  42346. — Society  divided  ex- 
hibitors into  two  classes,  those  over  £30  valuation,  and 
those  under ; small  men  as  a rule  would  not  show  ; 
ridiculous  to  ask  small  farmer  or  cottager  to  show  at 
Tralee ; it  would  have  been  possible  to  accept  grant  if 
it  were  to  be  expended  in  prizes  for  cottages  or  best- 
kept  farm  ; considerable  expense,  involved  in  viewing 
farms  ; inspectors  had  to  be  sent  in  different  directions  ; 
expense  of  judging  green  crops  two  years  ago  amounted 
to  £12  or  £14,  42547-8. — If  grant  were  split  up,  so 
much  to  each  scheduled  area,  and  the  local  people 
were  allowed  to  distribute  it,  in  such  case  it  would 
he  useful,  42348, 


Grant  to  Parish  Committee. 

Board  gave  a grant  of  £40  to  Ballyduff  Parish 
Committee,  but  it  was  burdened  with  certain  trouble- 
some conditions,  42349. — All  work  had  to  be  completed 
before  any  grant  could  be  given  ; man  building  a 
house  was  obliged  to  get  credit  for  materials  or  labour  ; 
a co-operative  bank  would  be  useful,  42350. — Grants 
were  given  on  same  conditions  as  in  other  places ; 
it  witness  had  been  living  in  the  district  he  might 
have  advanced  the  money  ; only  help  came  from  the 
dispensary  doctor,  42351. — Witness  had  advanced  the 
money  in  case  of  a grant  of  £15  for  a road  to  some 
holdings  that  were  cut  off ; the  money  was  returned 
when  the  work  was  completed,  42352. — Witness  did 
not  know  what  had  been  done  in  Killorglin  district ; 
a great  deal  of  good1  had  been  done ; hut  the  money 
difficulty  had  existed  at  Ballyduff ; only  £20  had  been 
expended  out  of  the  £40  promised  ; one  widow  wanted 
to  concrete  her  floor,  expenditure,  for  which  would  be 
almost  entirely  cash  ; nobody  would  be  security  for 
i amount,  42353. — Ballyduff  Parish  Committee 


such  a 


received  a grant  of  £40,  but  as  a rule  the  grants  in 
ferry  amounted  to  larger  sums,  in  some  cases  to 
5 total  amount  given  in  grants  amounted  to 
£1,500  this  year,  42396. — Kilflynn  schoolhouse  was  in 
a disgraceful  condition,  there  were  no  sanitary  ar- 
rangements at  all.  42475. 


Poultry  Farm. 

A poultry  farm  had  been  established  at  Kilflynn, 
but  it  had  been  given  up  ; the  above  was  all  the  Board 
had  done  in  a district  stretching  from  Cashen  mouth 
down  to  the  other  parts,  42354. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Fishermen  at  the  Cashen  mouth  needed  nets  and 
boats  badly  ; also  a settlement  of  fishers  at  mouth  of 
River  Feale,  who  were  badly  ofi ; a grant  for  nets  and 
boats  would  assist  them  considerably;  Electoral 
Division  of  Ardagh  was  scheduled,  but  some  of  the 
fishermen  lived  outside  it ; rule  as  to  boundaries  of 
scheduled  districts  proved  hampering,  42354. — Fisher- 
men had  not  made  any  application;  some  body  had 
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given  a grant  to  some  fishermen  at  Ballyheige  but 
the  fishing  was  not  available  owing  to  want  of  a, 

harbour  and  roughness  of  the  tide,  42355.— Congested 
Pistricts  Board  had  no  fishing  representative  in 
County  Kerry  ; such  a thing  would  he  specially  useful’ 
all  round  the  western  coast ; it  would  be  a good  thine 
if  there  were  a permanent  fishing  superintendent 
42356-7,  42359.— The  fishing  settlement  of  Ballymore 
was  on  the  north  side  of  the  river ; witness  had  made- 
application  to  Department  of  Fishery,  but  received  the- 
reply  that  no  grants  were  given  to  inland  fisheries 
42457-9.— The  people  fished  in  the  estuary;  their 
boats  were  not  good  enough  to  fish  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Shannon,  42359-60. — Salmon  used  to  be  a great 
fishing  industry,  but  supply  of  fish  had  fallen  ofi; 
witness  did  not  know  why,  42361. 


Condition  op  Muckinagh  Estate. 

Muckinagh,  the  estate  next  to  Ardbeg,  should  have 
been  bought  as  well ; it  was  not  offered ; but  it  was 
an  estate  that  should  be  taken  compulsorily  ; case  of 
a bankrupt  landlord  and  mortgagees  who  could  not 
agree ; it  was  a question  of  getting  the  bonus ; on  a 
bankrupt  estate  if  the  landlord  would  lend  his  name 
the  bonus  could  be  obtained  ; if  the  mortgagees  soldi 
themselves  they  got  no  bonus,  42366-9. — Tenants  were 
extremely  poor ; the  estate  was  an  oasis  in  the  middle 
of  hogs,  and  was  subject  to  floods,  fever,  42366, 
42477. — Some  of  the  tenants  should  be  migrated ; ai 
farm  had  been  offered  to  the  Board,  but  the  price 
they  offered  was  insufficient  to  secure  it,  namely  £400 ; 
farm  was  value  for  the  £600  given,  42370. 

Representation  of  Kerry  on  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Representative  of  Kerry  on  the  Board  would  be 
extremely  useful,  although  more  money  for  the  Board 
was  a greater  necessity  than  a representative, 
42374-5. — Witness  was  in  favour  of  representative  of 
congested  districts  counties  being  on  the  Board,  42376. 
— It  would  do  if  they  were  appointed  by  the  Castle; 
Lord  Shaftesbury  had  been  appointed  with  special 
reference  to  Kerry  the  last  time  there  was  a vacancy 
on  the  Board,  but  someone  who  lived  in  the  county 
would  be  more  useful,  42377. — It  was  difficult  for 
people  in  Kerry  to  see  the  value  of  concentration  of 
work  in  Galway,  but  probably  it  was  right  that  the 
Board  should  find  out  where  money  was  most  wanted ; 
allocation  of  money  to  different  counties  on  account 
of  representation  might  lead  to  loss  of  power,  but 
witness  thought  a good  deal  depended  on  who  asked, 
42378-81. — There  was  no  favouritism,  but  the  people 
were  inarticulate ; witness  had  asked  on  behalf  of 
Ballyduff  and  had  got  the  help;  effect  of  representa- 
tion would  be  that  wants  would  be  voiced ; nothing 
had  been  done  in  Kerry  until  Mr.  Thos.  O’Donnell 
took  matter  up ; if  Kerry  representative  had  been  on 
the  Board  he  could  have  pointed  out  estates  for  sale ; 
anyone  living  in  the  county  would  point  out  its 
wants  better  than  a person  living  at  a distance, 
42382-8. — Sea-work  in  Kerry  had  received  attention 
before  the  advent  of  Mr.  O’Donnell ; several  piers, 
etc.,  had  been  built;  live  stock  schemes  had  also 
received  their  due  share  of  attention;  witness  did 
not  know  that  any  scheme  had  been  put  before  the 
Board,  neither  did  he  know  that  the  Board  had  ever 
asked  for  estate ; very  possibly  it  was  not  the  Board's 
fault,  42392-4. — The  first  estate  bought  by  the  Board 
in  Kerry  was  the  Rea  Estate;  since  then  they  had 
bought  the  King,  Hartopp,  Ardbeg,  Sandes,  and 
Brosna  Estates,  42395. 


Lixnaw  Quay. 

There  was  a small  landing-place  for  sand  boats  at 
Lixnaw ; the  fishermen  brought  sand  in  lighters  up 
the  river,  but  there  were  difficulties,  owing  to  lack 
of  a proper  landing-place ; County  Council  agreed  to 
put  one  up  at  a cost  of  £380  if  half  cost  were  pro- 
vided ; Department  presumably  refused  contribution, 
and  Congested  Districts  Board  said  they  could  not  con- 
tribute because  place  was  200  yards  outside  boundary 
of  scheduled  area  ; it  would  be  extremely  useful  be- 
cause farmers  were  using  sea-sand  instead  of  liine ; it 
was  instance  of  the  way  in  which  strict  scheduling  of 
districts  interrupted  useful  work,  42396-401. 
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a t tf ration  OF  Defxnixion  of  CONGESTION.-  Ques-  caking  appointments  to  a drainage  board  or  of 
Alteeat  Variation  of  Area.  supervising  the  working  of  it ; the  Cashen  Board  had 


tion  of  Variation  of  Area. 


Townland  would  be  a more  convenient 


• , . the  power0 of  co-opting  themselves;  three  formed  a 
unit  for  JL.  v.,+  -v,i„  JLn  alive,  42444.— Matters  had 


scheXiing™  ““  el®??*1  division  ; there  TO j • 'imS.  -^Member' Tf 

Kirr  pan  ill  witness  s division,  a great  deal  of  which  f,  nvrr,pr,  nt  iSTlfi  the  banks 


big  gap  in  witness’s  division,  a great  deal  of  winch  audience— The  owners  of  land  along  the  banks 

might  be  scheduled there  was  a tract  of  bogland  ^ formed  into  a drainage  board;  speaker  was  the 


running  from  Abbeyfeale  to  Ardfert;  some  of  it  was  n+  and  },ad  his  own  views  as  to  discretion  of  the 

not  congested,  and  it  could  be  scheduled  by  town-  B°  d in  selecting  engineer  who  was  employed,  42446- 
1 hut  not  bv  electoral  divisions,  42405-6.—' Ihe  " , Ab — +W  rv.„nfv  Council  should 


lands,  but  not  by  electoral  divisions,  42405- 


ianus,  uu.  — v s.j  ' , , . A •/).— Witness  had  proposed  that  County  Council  should 

30s.  limit  was  not  a proper  guide ; inspectors  should  t'ke  ovef  the  undertaking,  and  was  at  present  making 

be  sent  round  who  could  decide  the  matter  by  e.v  inquiries  whether  they  could  take  it  up  safely  without 
perience ; witness  would  incurring  responsibility;  County  Council  objected  to 


perience;  witness  would  pracuca.iy  icav  “ » incurring  responsibility;  County  Council  objected  to 

wjd  . „d  had  _m.de  up  the  r 


Srid,  would  not  necere.iil,  b,  enlarged;  ^ e“  iXfthXg  ; 

= good  deal  of  country  now  scheduled  might  be  cut  1,1  „ava  in  h: 

? T.,h;U  in  middle  nf  mil. 


in-congested,  while 


ville  and  Cahirciveen  would  not  care  to  have  it  put 
upon  them  ; the  riparian  owners  would  be  willing  to 


gested  districts  there  were  places  like  Conamore  W th’e  othersP0ught  to  be  made  to  pay,  42448-50. 

where  people i were  living  m .a  bog  on  he  top  of  a ^ neigh^,ulhood  was  poisoned;  if 

hill,  42412,  42419.— Haim  might  be  done  by  exclud  : contributed  to  the  expenditure  they  would 


hill,  42412,  42419  -Harm  mig  it  De  Gone  oy  exc.ua-  ^ contribute°1  to  the  expenditure  they  would 

mg  too  much,  and  witness  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  « +v._  at  riresent  • in  one  case  where  a 

rife  power  to  exclude  when  all  had  been  done  that 


give  power  to  exclude  when  all  had  been  done 
reasonably  could  be  done ; Board  had  the  power 


land  was  valued  at  15s.  an  acre  the  flooded 
-as  valued  at  8s.,  42451-2.— Doubtful  if  above 


against  reviving  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  power 
eluding  or  excluding  any  division,  42418. 


Discretionary  Power  for  Board  to  extend  its 
Operations  wherever  found  desirable. 


economy  ; the  rates  were  particularly  high  in  Kerry, 
42453-6.— County  Council  had  no  expeditious 
machinery  for  recovering  money  due  to  them  under 
schemes  by  occupiers ; a special  rate  would  be  needed 
on  the  area  ; it  could  be  quickly  recovered  if  there  could 
be  a special  rate  like  railway  or  sanitary  rate,  42458-9, 


No  reason  to  limit  operations  of  Congested  Dis-  42461.— Witness  had  an  idea  of  his  own  ; the  County 


tricts  Board  within  certain  counties;  if  funds  ad-  Council  received  £33,000  at  the  time  of  the  railway 


mitted,  there  were  just  as  poor  districts  in  parts  of  amalgamation,  of  which  Claremorris  received  £7,000, 

Wicklow  as  in  Kerry ; they  might  operate  in  any  Claremorris  being  the  barony  where  the  floods 


part  of  Ireland  where  it  was  found  desirable,  42420-2.  occurred  ; the  £7,000  was  being  used  in  relief  of  the 

The  Board’s  work  was  well  adapted  to  Ireland,  to  rates  ; if  £2,000  could  be  applied  to  needs  of  flooded 

a place  where  paternal  government  was  needed,  and  area  it  would  give  relief,  42463. — Congested  Distr.c'.s 

where  there  was  no  resident  gentry  to  help  the  people,  Board  might  contribute,  county  might  contribute, 


The  Cashen  River  was  formed  by  junction  of  Feale,  — *—  — n n 

Brick,  and  Galey  ; these  rivers  and  their  tributaries  only  people  who  could  do  so  were  the  county  uouncu 

drained  an  area  of  280,000  acres,  of  which  11,000  acres  or  the  Cashen  Board,  42468.— At  present  the  land 

were  subject  to  flooding  ; a comparatively  small  ex-  was  hardly  fit  for  meadowmg ; if  reclaimed  soifle  of  it. 

...  J . .1  xi_.  j 4 ;x  Re  +;iled  R9A71  Dvninaw  fivpa.  mentioned  m- 


Board  might  contribute,  county  might  contribute, 
and  also  somebody  else,  42464.— Witness’s  private 
opinion  was  that  County  Council  should  do  the  work,, 
provided  they  got  a grant  in  aid  from  the  Board,. 
42465-6. — There  was  no  rate  existing,  the  landlord 
having  redeemed  it  when  he  sold  the  land,  42467. — The 


penditure  would  reduce  the  damage,  and  it  .. •»—  — — — o- 

necessary  for  the  sake  of  the  farmers,  the  health  of  the  eluded  a good  many  estates  ; the  chie^  ones  were  those 

people,  and  also  to  save  the  ratepayers  the  constant  of  Lord  Listowel,  Lord  Ormathwaite,  Sir  John  luiter 

r 1 ’ 1.  i nn.nS  -r,  x_._.  ...  AT.i; ..„4  TnRnt.rw.oKio  AOdXA M<1«1  nf 


was  hardly  fit  for  meadowing ; if  reclaimed  sorfte  of  it. 
could  be  tilled,  42471.— Drainage  area  mentioned  in- 


expense of  mending  the  roads,  42424. — It  was  two  or 
three  miles  from  the  River  Brick  to  the  mountain  ; 


Neligan  and  Mr.  Talbot-Crosbie,  42434. — Most  of 
them  were  sold  to  the  tenants,  42435,  42463. — Lord 


the  place  was  level  at  the  bottom ; the  biggest  rise  Listowel  tried  to  make  an  arrangement  between 
was  at  Lixnaw,  42425-6.— River  Brick  had  a fall  of  tenants  and  Land  Commission  that  a certain  sum  of 


about  fifty  feet  in  from  ten  to  twelve  miles;  dredging  money  should  be  set  aside  for  maintenance  of  drains. 


the  river  would  make  a difference,  for  at  present  there  the  burden  of  which  would  fall  on  the  tenant,  42436.- 

was  not  room  for  the  water  to  flow  out  of  the  river,  If  a public  body  had  bought  those  estates  it  could  have 


and  it  spread  over  the  country,  42427-8.— Mr.  Doran  improved  the  drainage  before  re-selling  to  tenants  ; 


knew  the  facts,  42429.— Mr.  M'Clean  had  supplied  tho  witness  believed  that  large  drainage  works  were  done 
r.n : _.-’x- . mi..  x;5„i  Kv  Dmimis+ed  Districts  RoaTd.  42437-9. — 


following  points: — The  Cashen  being  a tidal  river, 
the  principal  flooding  occurred  along  the  Feale,  Brick, 


in  Mayo  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  42437-9. — 
Congested  Districts  Board  could  not  he  expected  to 


lg  occurred  along  ine  neaie,  diiuh,  . . — , , , 

tributary  of  the  Brick  ; owing  to  undertake  burden  of  maintenance  ; it  should  be  thrown 


a ford  below  the  ferry  bridge,  and  the  large  volume  on  riparian  owners ; on 
of  salt  water  which  flowed  in  during  rise  of  tide.  undertaken  it,  with  a gr 
water  from  depth  of  eight  feet  in  River  Brick,  and  c.wner  would  keep  up  hi 
from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  the  Cashen  was  locked  up  ; useful  if  Congested  Di 
there  were  other  smaller  obstructions ; with  exception  would  take  it  up ; almo: 


on  riparian  owners  ; on  the  Listowel  Estate  they  had 
undertaken  it,  with  a grant  from  Lord  Listowel ; each 
owner  would  keep  up  his  own  drains,  42473-5. — Very 
useful  if  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Department 
would  take  it  up ; almost  too  large  a work  to  be  done- 


of  the  obstructions,  the  rivers  were  sufficiently  deep,  locally  Treasury  might  bear  some  of  the  cost,  42475. 
and  if  the  obstructions  were  removed  the  average  level 


of  the  water  would  be  reduced  two  feet,  and  navigation 


would  be  possible  at  ordinary  tides  for  purpose  of 


u ausier  of  sea-sand  to  inland  districts,  424ou. — me  ntr,  ln,  ..  ...  , , xio. 

Cashen  Board  had  spent  £12,000,  had  iever  finished  , O'Connell's  suggest, on  with  regard  to  the 

the  work,  and  had  m.d.  thines  rather  worse  than  thee  labourers'  _ COWS  was  enellent  ',  mauj  labourers  had 


Labourers’  Cows  feeding  . 


the  work,  and  had  made  things  rather  worse  than  they 
were  before ; nothing  had  been  done  since,  42431. — 


cows  which  fed  along  the  road  ; witness  had  offered 


£5,000  or  £6.000  would  do  a good  deal,  but  no  one  grazi?8.  to  * dourer,  but  he  refused,  as  his  cow 
itj.uaaently.tl  state  We  enact  cct,  ^ a 


42432-3,  42470. — The  £12,000  was  spent  on  a long 
embankment ; also  the  mouth  of  the  estuary  was  made 
narrower ; the  sea  broke  a great  deal  of  the  embank- 
ment ; the  failure  was  largely  due  to  omission  of 
diedging  operations,  42440. — The  £5,000,  witness 
estimated,  would  be  for  conclusion  of  the  work  ; the 
Cashen  Board  was  now  defunct ; it  had  never  held  a 


The  Agricultural  and  Technical  Education  Corn- 


meeting  for  ten  years,  during  which  time  most  of  mittees  were  two  distinct  bodies  now,  although 


the  members  died  ; witness  did  not  know  who  was 
responsible  for  the  failure  to  hold  meetings,  42441-2. — 


ginally  there  had  been  one  committee,  consisting  of 
the  whole  Council ; the  Agricultural  Committee  con- 


The  landlords  were  at  present  paying  the  Board  of  sisted  of  the  whole  Council  and  suum  seventeen  gentle- 

"Works  for  the  £12,000,  42443.— There  was  apparently  men  appointed  for  their  knowledge  of  agriculture ; 

no  authority  in  Ireland  that  had  the  responsibility  of  they  were  co-opted  or  appointed  by  the  Council  once 
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a year,  and  as  a rule  they  were  re-elected  ; the  Tech- 
nical Education  Committee  consisted  of  the  County 
Council,  with  a certain  number  of  co-opted  members, 
twelve  or  fifteen;  the  co-opted  members  were  largely 
school  managers,  clergymen,  etc.,  42620-1. — Agricul- 
tural schemes  were  drawn  up  by  the  Department  and 
put  before  the  Agricultural  Committee  to  adopt ; they 
could  be  thrown  out,  but  that  would  dislocate  the 
whole  business  of  the  year,  42622-4. — Great  difficulty 
in  getting  a quorum  for  the  Technical  Committee ; 
County  Council  met  on  Thursday  and  Friday ; Agri- 
cultural Committee  was  summoned  for  12  on  second 
day,  and  Technical  Committee  went  after  them  ; by 
that  time  most  of  the  people  were  very  tired,  and 
had  left;  few  of  the  elected  members  turned  up, 
42628. --The  members  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
county ; there  was  no  tendency  for  representatives  of 
non-congested  areas  to  have  more  influence  than  re- 
presentatives of  congested  areas  ; until  recently  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  were  not  in  it  at  iall,  but 
witness  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  particular 
difference  between  them,  42630-3. 

Details  of  Agricultural  and  Technical  Schemes. 

The  two  committees  spent  altogether  about  £2,500 
annually,  42625. — About  £1,400  went  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Committee ; £450  _ was  spent  on  150  nomina- 
tions of  £3  each  to  mares  selected  to  be  sent  to  regis- 
tered stallions;  there  were  only  three  registered  stal- 
lions in  the  county ; it  might  be  useful  if  the  De- 
partment would  send  a really  good  sire ; net  a sire  in 
the  county  that  had  cost  more  than  £500  or  £600 ; 
the  county  was  far  behind  Limerick  in  horses ; pos- 
sibly the  present  method  was  the  best  method  of  dis- 
posing of  the  nominations,  42638.— Another  £150  or 
£200  w'as  spent  on  premium  bulls;  a farmer  re- 
ceived a nomination,  bought  a premium  bull,  had  to 
keep  it  for  benefit  of  himself  and  his  neighbours,  and 
at  end  of  the  year  he  received  £14  from  the  Depart- 
ment; there  were  agricultural  instructors,  and  a cer- 
tain amount  was  expended  on  demonstration  plots ; 
witness  had  never  looked  at  them,  and  did  not  know 
whether  anybody  ever  did  ; there  were  two  instruc- 
tresses in  domestic  economy,  42626. — The  items  were 
rarely  discussed ; but  there  was  much  discussion  con- 
cerning removal  of  the  art  master  in  Listowel ; his 
classes  were  not  largely  attended,  so  an  additional 
domestic  economy  mistress  was  put  on  instead ; Lis- 
towel was  much  aggrieved,  42627.— An  efficient  net- 
mending  instructor  had  been  sent  out,  but  did  not  stay 
long  enough  to  do  good ; Cashen  fishermen  said  they 
knew  how  to  make  nets  ; much  objection  bad  been 
raised  to  exclusion  of  Kerry  bulls  from  the  schemes ; 
only  lately  been  allowed  to  have  them,  42633.— There 
were  not  so  many  itinerant  instructors  before  trans- 
ference of  agricultural  work  to  the  Department;  no 
dissatisfaction  at  the  change,  42635-6.— If  the  money 
given  by  the  Board  were  given  to  the  County  Council 
they  could  probably  spend  it  better;  they  might  do 
better  with  a demonstration  farm,  42637. 

DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY. 

#ce  also  pp.  1,  495,  611  and  623. 

Cashen  River  Drainage  District. 

Witness  had  been  asked  to  give  some  information 
with  regard  to  the  Cashen  River  Drainage  District; 
catchment  area  of  the  Cashen  and  its  tributaries 
comprised  about  430  square  miles;  the  area'  was 
drained  by  Rivers  Feale,  Galey,  Brick,  and  Crom- 
paun;  Rivers  Feale  and  Galey  joined  about  six  miles 
from  the  sea,  and  from  their  junction  to  the  sea 
watercourse  was  called  the  Cashen  river ; about  5 000 
acres  were  subject  to  flooding,  and  another  5,000  acres 
were  waterlogged  and  comparatively  unproductive; 
total  area  that  would  be  benefited  by  a proper  scheme 
of  drainage  would  be  10  000  or  11,000  acres ; between 
Ballybunioii,  Listowel,  Kilflyn,  and  Causewav  there 
was  a patch  of  country  which  was  practically  a 
swamp  but  was  capable  of  being  made  into  valuable 
agricultural  land;  the  Cashen  flowed  within  tidal 
walls  and  embankments  to  about  a mile  below  Ferry 
Bridge  ; the  surface  of  the  5,000  acres  was  not  more 
than  eleven  to  fourteen  feet  above  low  water  mark 
and  was  about  the  same  or  lower  than  the  spring 
tide  level;  the  tides  affected  the  Cashen  for.  its  erf 
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tire  distance  of  six  miles,  42779-80. — The  level-  of 
the  water  in  the  river  was  raised  at  high  tide  bv 
reason  of  its  being  confined  within  embankments- 
also  the  fresh  water  was  banked  up  by  the  tidal 
pressure,  42481-2.— The  tides  not  only  affect  the 
Cashen  for  a distance  of  six  miles,  but  the  Feale  was 
affected  for  a distance  of  five  miles  further  on  the 
Brick  for  four  miles,  the  Galey  for  2£  miles,  and  the 
Orompaun  for  22L  miles;  about  17  miles  of  these 
rivers  were  embanked  on  both  sides,  and  drainage  of 
lands  adjoining  was  discharged,  when  tidal  waters 
receded,  through  sluices  inserted  in  the  embankment- 
many  of  the  sluices  only  acted  for  a short  interval 
between  the  tides,  with  result  that  greater  portion  of 
the  low-lying  lauds  were  comparatively  worthless-  if 
the  tidal  water  could  be  prevented  from  flowing  into 
the  rivers  the  sluices  would  act  continuously  except 
when  there  were  high  floods,  efficient  drainage  would 
be  secured,  and  advantage  of  converting  the  water- 
42483d  laUd  int°  S°°d  pasture  would  be  immense. 

Works  Already  Carried  Odt. 

There  had  been  large  expenditure  in  construction 
of  tidal  embankments,  but  they  had  been  found  in- 
sufficient; in  1884  a Drainage  Board  was  formed  and 
a loan  obtained  from  Board  of  Works  to  lower  outlet 
of  Cashen  River  to  level  of  low  water  mark  at  neap 
tides  from  the  seashore  to  about  125  perches  up- 
stream; two  cuttings  were  made;  one  opposite  Kil- 
gore School,  900  feet  long  and  a maximum  depth  of 
,fee£ ; ,l£  was  intended  to  extend  the . cutting  for 
800  feet,  depth  to  be  5£  feet,  but  no  sinking  was  made 
in  the  second  cutting;  the  level  at  present  showed 
that  the  new  cutting  at  the  lower  end  was  about  3 
feet  lower  than  the  river  bed;  the  expense  of  sinking 
the  3 feet  was  money  thrown  away,  as  the  depth  was 
not  sufficient,  42483-5. 

Cost  of  the  Work  already  carried  odt. 

Cost  of  the  work  as  originally  designed  -was  esti- 
mated at  £5,800;  actual  cost  was  £10,000,  and  the 
sum  was  levied  on  the  drainage  area  although  works 
contemplated  were  not  completed;  witness  had  the 
award  showing  the  proprietors,  and  what  each  con- 
tributed; total  amount  was  £10,054;  area  of  lands 
improved  was  5,784  acres;  estimated  value  of  land 
before  drainage  was  £1,126  15*.,  and  estimated  in- 
crease in  value  £972  17s.;  if  such  a project  were  to 
be  revived  the  landholders  would  naturally  fight  shy 
of  it,  and  would  be  afraid  that  the  estimate  of  ex- 
pense  might  be  as  inaccurate  as  the  previous  one  had 
been,  42485-6.— The  estimate  must  have  been  very  im- 
perfectly formed,  or  the  work  had  been  very  badly 
earned  out,  42487.— Value  of  the  land  had  not  in- 
creased  the  whole  thing  was  a complete  failure; 
witness  did  not  think  it  would  be  successful  if  more 
was  spent  m the  same  direction,  42487-90. 

Defects  of  Original  Design — Suggestions  as 

TO  WHAT  SHOULD  BE  DONE  IN  THE  FUTURE. 

.o£v?n-°tePi,pr0bably  abandoned  the  design  having 
dps?«nained  had  n°t  the  anticipated  effect; 

HE  was  fundamentally  wrong,  it  provided  for 
owe  mg  discharging  outfall  of  river  waters  without 
pr<ij1Si011.?o  r<?gulate  inflow  of  tidal  waters; 
tb»  ci^0U  d be  £ lat  more  tidal  water  would  enter 
t!  b aItea  tban  before  the  cut  was  made; 

exevf  °fC  1611  feet  *n  s*x  hours,  and  would 

tbvnLi,  lu  greater  Pressure  in  forcing  itself 
S-gb  £be  cuffmg  than  the  river  area  could 
. 1 f°rcmg  itself  out;  conditions  neces- 
vrclr,  101  anccess  were  to  lower  discharge  of  fresh 
nff  n and  at  the  same  time  to  regulate  or  cut 

°f  the  tide:  there  sh°uld  be  erected 

^ esfcua,l7  ? tidal  wall  provided  with  flood 
f i i i would  shut  out  the  inflowing  tide  when  it 
abouf  hal{  the  height  of  neap  tide,  and 
intprvnld^he+T,frefh  w,at€r  in  the  slobland  during  the 
j-.i*  * r?  la?t  -half  of  flood  tide  and  the  first 
'Hf  9™  tad<7  when  the  flood  .gates  would  be  opened 
and  impound«xl  waters  allowed  to  escape;  no  tidal 
+LW?UltJ  flow. to  the  upper  side  of  the  tidal  wall, 
£ e . sh  water  would  be  impounded  for  -a  ma'xi- 
twppfv^/!10^  aoamX  h°urs,  or  twelve  ‘hours  in  the 
f 424,91-Tdlv  case  of  spring  tides  the  in- 
nux  of  tidal  water  did  not  all  escape  before  the  next 
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flood  tide,  therefore  when  there  was  high  tide  and 
very  wet  weather  concurrently  thei-e  was  an  accumu- 
lation of  water  on  the  sloblands  for  days  and  weeks 
at  a time,  42493. — A wind  from  the  west  or  north- 
west following  the  tide  would  have  the  effect  of  heap- 
ing up  the  waters  on  the  estuary,  42424. — If  there 
were  a tidal  wall  the  waters  impounded  by  the  closing 
of  the  flood-gates  would  in  the  intervals  from  half- 
flood  tide  to  half  ebb  tide  not  accumulate  over  the 
slob  area  to  a greater  depth  than  two  feet,  and  they 
would  be  from  two  to  three  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  5,000  acres  ; at  present  an  ordinary  neap  tide  rose 
to  the  level  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  5,000  acres, 
and  a spring  tide  would  cover  the  whole  area  were  it 
not  for  the  embankments;  unless  witness's  design  or 
something  similar  could  be  adopted  the  land  could  not 
be  sufficiently  drained,  because  there  could  not  be 
sluices  to  let  off  the  land  drainage  ; adjacent  lands 
were  water-logged,  and  the  state  of  things  was  also 
likely  to  have  an  injurious  effect  on  the  health  of  the 
people,  42495. 

Cost  of  proposed  Work  and  Expense  of 
Maintenance. 

Cost  of  a tidal  wall,  etc.,  would  be  about  £10,000  ; 
if  the  charge  were  confined  to  the  lands  directly  sub- 
ject to  tidal  influence,  and  if  the  money  were  ad- 
vanced by  a loan,  repayable  in  thirty-five  years  at 
five  per  cent.,  it  would  mean  a charge  of  £500  per 
annum  ; the  estimate  was  exclusive  of  maintenance  ; 
both  the  Government  and  the  county  might  contri- 
bute, leaving  the  land  benefited  liable  to  a moderate 
charge ; the  4,000  or  5,000  acres  outside  the  zone  of 
tidal  influence  would  be  much  improved,  and  ought  to 
be  included  in  the  area  of  charge,  but  at  a lower 
contributory  rate,  on  the  ground  of  benefits  conferred  ; 
one  result  would  be  that  the  water  would  be  taken 
away  quickly,  and  a different  kind  of  herbage  would 
replace  tbe  aquatic  grasses,  etc.,  at  present  growing 
there,  42496-8.— Expense  of  maintenance  would  be 
comparatively  small  if  the  work  were  really  well  done, 
£50  a year  would  do  it,  42500.— The  works  would  re- 
quire keeping  clean,  and  the  embankments  would  have 
to  be  maintained,  42501. — The  embankments  were 
now’  kut  it  was  very  imperfectly  done, 


Sources  from  which  Funds  might  be  obtained. 

Hopeless  to  efficiently  drain  the  area  by  a con- 
tinuation of  the  works  on  the  lines  on  which  they 
were  started ; the  people  ought  to  be  ready  to  charge 
themselves  with  the  amount  of  'benefit  conferred  ; pos- 
sibly the  County  Council  would  see  its  way  to  contri- 
bute, and  Congested  Districts  Board  would  no  doubt 
feel  it  a duty  to  assist,  as  the  rivers  affected  the  con- 
gested areas,  42505. — Some  Department,  either  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  or  some  other,  ought  to  con- 
tribute, -because  failure  had  followed  the  sanctioning 
of  an  imperfect  scheme ; the  landholders  ought  also 
to.  contribute  to  the  cost  to  the  maximum  extent  of 
the  benefits  conferred,  which  should  be  measured  as 
follows:  lands  should  be  valued  in  their  - present 
condition,  and  two  years  after  the  -work  was  carried 
out  they  should  'be  re-valued  ; each  landholder  should 
then  contribute  annually  a sum  representing  the 
ainerence  between  the  present  value  of  the  land  and 
the  estimated  fair  rent  of  the  land  in  its  improved 
condition ; landholder  would  thus  have  his  land  im- 
proved  without  any  risk ; if  that  plan  did  not  pro 
vide  sufficient  money  the  Government  and  the  countv 
should  contribute,  42506. — It  might  be  reasonable  not 
to  demand  the  whole  of  the  improved  value  of  the 
holdings,  42550. — A Drainage  Beard  should  be  formed, 
whiCjii  could  then  -borrow  money  from  the  Board  of 
Works  ; the  money  would  be  repayable  in  the  form 
ol  an  annuity  through  the  Drainage  Board  ; if  the 
works  cost  more  than  estimated,  and  if  improvement 
value  was  not  sufficient  to  repay  Board  of  Works,  the 
balance  should  be  obtained  from  some  other  source 
than  from  the  owners  of  the  land,  either  from  the 
government  or  the  county,  42510-2.— The  work  woul ' 

Board"42513Ut  ^ en'gineers  of  the  now  Drain«f 


Question  of  Control  of  Drainage  Scheme. 

A PePa,rfcrneTlt  of  Public  Works  ought  to  be  created  ; 
people  did  not  like  the  name  Board  of  Works  ; but  il 


was  not  necessary  to  wait  for  that ; if  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  the  control  over  the  districts  in 
question  that  they  ought  to  have,  in  the  absence  of  a 
Department  of  Public  Works,  such  a scheme  as  wit- 
ness had  outlined  might  be  taken  up  by  Congested 
Districts  Board  so  far  as  arranging  preliminaries 
went ; the  people  would  probably  be  reasonable,  but 
if  not  scheme  would  have  to  -be  abandoned,  42513-5. — 
Only  about  one-sixth  of  the  drainage  area  lay  within 
the  scheduled  area,  and  the  Board  would  not  be  justi- 
fied in  undertaking  responsibility  of  that  kind,  42516- 
9- — Schemes  had  often  been  carried  out  outside  con- 
gested areas  for  benefit  of  people  inside,  and  present 
scheme  might  be  considered  such  a scheme ; propor- 
tion of  total  outlay  assigned  to  congested  area  would 
be  very  small,  42520-2. — Before  the  Board  could  pro- 
perly act  either  a larger  area  must  be  scheduled  or 
the  artificial  line  of  congested  and  non-congested  dis- 
tricts must  he  removed,  42523-5. - There  was  nothing 
to  prevent  the  County  Council  and  the  people  acting 
at  once,  and  inviting  co-operation  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board;  the  magnitude  of  the  scheme  would 
make  the  people  chary  of  undertaking  it,  having  re- 
gard to  their  previous  experience ; some  Govern- 
ment Department  should  undertake  it,  42526. — The 
Board  would  not  be  in  quite  the  same  position  as  a* 
Kiltimagh,  because  there  they  were  landholders. 
42541. — If  the  whole  district  were  scheduled  the 
owners  who  liad  not  yet  sold  to  the  Board  would  do 
so ; the  proprietors  could  then  be  formed  into  a 
Drainage  Board ; instead  of  landlords  they  would  be 
tenant-purchasers  ; the  sale  of  estates  would  not  be 
a serious  obstacle  unless  the  people  knowing  their 
liability  said  the  scheme  could  not  be  carried  out, 
42542-7. — If  Congested  Districts  Board  had  control 
over  the  area  they  might  give  advice,  instruction. 


Fishing  Rights. 

One  difficulty  might  be  that  people  might  have 
vested  rights  in  the  fishing  in  the  estuary,  42527, 
42539-40. — The  Lixnaw  navigation  would  he  done 
away  with;  witness  did  see  a sign  of  sand  being 
landed  ; these  things  would  increase  the  cost,  and  per- 
haps put  an  end  to  the  project ; witness  thought  no 
•part  was  navigable  at  low  water ; the  people  did  not 
go  up  to  Lixnaw  except  at  high  water  ; the  only  other 
way  would  be  to  lower  the  bed  of  the  river,  42527-30, 


Cashen  Drainage  Boar'd. 

The  Drainage  Board  which  had  been  formed  had 
ceased  to  act;  everything  had  been  allowed  to  cr0 
loose,  and  the  members  were  allowed  to  die  out  with- 
out being  replaced  ; rivers  must  be  in  a worse  con- 
dition now  than  they  were  in  1884,  42503.— Under  the 
Act  of  1863  when  a Drainage  Board  was  formed  they 
were  bound  to  hold  a meeeting  in  September  of  each 
year,  and  in  the  event  of  a member  of  the  Board 
dying  or  ceasing  to  act  they  could  have  a new  election  ; 
probably  it  had  not  been  done  in  the  case  of  the 
Cashen  Board,  because  the  whole  busiiness  was  a com- 
plete failure,  and  they  thought  they  were  throwing 
good  money  after  bad;  an  action  could  be  brought 
against  the  Drainage  Board  to  compel  them  to  do 
their  duty  ; it  was  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Works  to 
advance  the  money  to  put  a drainage  system  in  effi- 
cient condition  if  Drainage  Board  failed  to  do  it- 
after  notification;  in  this  case  Board  of  Works  had 
been  as  inactive  as  the  Drainage  Board  ; there  had 
been  several  cases  of  the  same  kind  where  the  Board 
of  Works  lay  dormant  until  Congested  Districts 
Board  bought  estates,  42531-5  — Witness  had  not 
looked  into  possibilities  of  lowering  bed  of  river,  and 
allowing  facilities  for  mud  to  be  drawn  up  for 
manurial  purposes,  42537-8. 


Land  Purchase  in  Kerry. 


.mi  jjwiu  mu  not  ueen  onerea  any 
estates  in  Kerry  the  failure  to  buy  in  some  cases 
being  caused  by  the  prohibitive  price  asked,  42551 


Document  put  in  by  Mr.  Henry  Doran. 

Map  of  Cashen  River,  in  connection  with  Drain- 
age Scheme,  ....  to  face  20g 
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HAYES,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 

Decay  of  Ballylongford. 

Aghavallan  comprised  the  two  modem  parishes  of 
Ballylongford  and  Asdee ; it  was  bounded  on  -he 
north  by  the  Shannon,  and  extended  along  the  river 
seven  or  eight  miles  ; population  of  2,700,  -principally 
agricultural ; town  of  Ballylongford  once  busy  and 
prosperous,  was  now  industrially  dead  ; population 
which  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  was  800  and  900,  was 
now  reduced  to  half  ; the  little  fleet  of  boats  that  had 
once  studded  the  harbour  and  been  a source  of  liveli- 
hood to  fifty  families  was  now  reduced  to  two  or 
three ; Saleen  Harbour  had  been  in  these  days  full 
of  commercial  life  and  energy ; large  boats  could  have 
been  seen  discharging  cargoes  and  taking  away  agri- 
cultural produce ; trade  now  reduced  to  -importation 
of  flour  and  meal  and  other  products  which  ought  to 
be  manufactured  at  home,  42552.— -Principal  reason 
for  the  decay  was  the  building  of  a railway  between 
Limerick  and  Tralee ; it  was  the  outlet  or  harbour  for 
supplying  most  of  North  Kerry  and  Listowel,  and 
that  was  a great  source  of  revenue  to  small  town  of 
Ballylongford ; goods  that  used  to  come  through 
Ballylongford  came  now  -by  rail,  42555. — Listowel  de- 
pended before  on  sea  transit ; now  the  railway  brought 
what  it  wanted,  and  Ballylongford  suffered  thereby, 
42554-5. 

Fishing  Industry. 


Industries  were  principally  agricultural ; there  was 
pottery  industry  at  one  time  not  far  from  Ballylong- 
ford, 42556. — Absence  of  fish  was  the  reason  for  de- 
crease in  fishing  boats  to  great  extent,  42557. — Per- 
manent disappearance  of  fish  in  later  years  ; improve- 
ment present  year,  42558. — The  fish  were-  herring  and 
salmon,  but  herrings  had  -gone  away  to  -great  extent, 
never  much  mackerel  fishing,  42559-60. — Witness  had 
never  made  representations  to  Mr.  Green  in  connec- 
tion with  fishery  off  the  coast ; he  did  not  feel  justi- 
fied, as  it  was  not  a congested  area,  42607. — Volume 
-of  fisheries  had  very  much  decreased,  it  was  a singular 
phenomenon  and  could  not  be  recounted  for,  42608. — 
There  was  salmon  to  any  extent ; two  weirs  worth 
£500  a year  to  owners,  42609. — Fishermen  used  to  go 
to  deep  sea  for  mackerel  and  herring,  42610. 

Valuation  of  Holdings,  Condition  of  Tenants. 

In  Wren  and  Stokes’  Estate  there  were  ninety -two 
holdings,  seventy-two  of  which  were  under  £10  valua- 
tion, whilst  fifty,  or  more  than  half,  were  under  £5, 
42561.—  Eleven  were  judicial  tenants,  and  others  were 
never  allowed  to  go  into  Land  Court  to  get  fair  rents 
fixed,  42576.— Sixty  of  them  were  evicted  and  put 
hack  into  their  farms,  twenty  as  -graziers  and  forty 
• under  court-  leases ; they  were  thereby  excluded  from 
going  into  court ; remaining  twenty  either  future 
tenants  or  hold  under  o!d  lettings ; land  inspector 
had  been  sent  down  by  Court  of  Chancery,  report 
showing  need  of  improvement  on  the  estate;  many 
families  had  no  road  leading  to  their  houses  from 
mam  roads  ; portion  of  estate  bordering  on  the  Shan- 
non suffered  from  spring  tides,  which  flowed  over  the 
land,  as  there  was  no  embankment ; since  1863  fifty- 
seven  acres  had  been  swept  away,  and  four  or  five 
houses  were  now  threatened  with  destruction,  42577. 

i j-  ^s®ee  Porti°n  of  Hickie  Estate  there  were  twenty 
holdings,  and  only  four  were  over  valuation  of  £10. 


HAYES,  Very  Rev.  Canon. — continued. 

42565-6. — Trinity  College  had  never  taken  any  inte- 
rest whatever  in  im-D roving  condition  of  estimates 
42570. — Reduction  of  rent  did  not  affect  head  land- 
lord ; system  of  land  tenure  responsible  for  most  of 
the  distress  and  poverty  of  these  parishes ; rents 
were  excessive  before  Act  of  1881  came  in,  42571-2.— 
Fair  Rent  Acts  did  not  afford  them  anything  like 
reasonable  relief ; personal  element  or  middle  inte- 
rests entered  into  the  fixing  of  fair  rents ; no  matter 
what  value  of  land  may  have  been,  middle  interests 
must  be  protected;  landlord’s  interest,  irrespective 
of  the  value  of  land,  was  considered  in  determining 
fair  rents,  otherwise  lands  in  witness’s  part  of  Kerry 
would  be  entitled  to  no  rents  at  all,  because  land  was 
not  capable  of  yielding  an  agricultural  rent,  42573-4. 
— Rent  of  more  than  two- thirds  of  holdings  from 
Ballybunion  to  County  Limerick  was  paid  by 
American  wages,  or  by  household  economy  involving 
semi-starvation ; consequence  of  evil  of  land  tenure 
had  entered  into  and  vitiated  land  purchase ; pur- 
chase prices  were  merely  -graded  rents,  42575. 

Emigration. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  large  emigration  a great 
many  people  in  poor  areas  would  be  -in  a far  worse 
position ; they  would  starve  altogether,  but  for  emi- 
gration, in  such  uneconomic  groups ; no  means  of 
living  whatever,  42576. 

Representative  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
Proposed. 

These  two  parishes  afforded  fine  field  for  exercise 
of  -Congested  Districts  Board  powers,  but  Kerry  was 
practically  shut  out  of  benefits  of  this  Department, 
and  no  representative  (had  been  placed  on  the  Board ; 
Kerry  one  of  the  poorest  counties  in  Ireland-,  and 
it  would  have  been  ,a  great  -advantage  to  have  a re- 
presentative on  the  Board,  42577-9. — As  regards  asso- 
ciation with  the  county,  Mr.  Doran  would  be  about 
the  best  authority,  42605. 


Ways  and  Means  of  Relieving  -Congestion.— Land 
Available  for  Distribution. 

There  were  1,120  acres  of  untenanted  or  non -resi- 
dential holdings,  and  distribution  of  these  would  be 
first  step  in  direction  of  relieving  congestion  ; valua- 
tion of  this  land  was  £435,  and-,  allowing  £10  for 
each  holding,  provision  could  he  made  for  forty  fami- 
lies, or  for  twice  the  number  by  the  migration  of 
these  occupiers  whose  valuation  was  £5  or  so,  42580- 
2-T°  promote  anything  like  prosperity  along  the 
northern  seaboard  Government  would  have  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  this  poverty-stricken  region  ; no  use  to 
look  for  agricultural  prosperity  until  every  foot  of 
land  along  borders  of  Limerick  to  mouth  of  Shannon 
had  been  drained  ; this  portion  of  sea  coast,  like  the 
West  of  Ireland,  not  -brought  under  notice,  princi- 
pally because  there  was  a ridge  of  good  land  a qu-arter 
of  ,a  mile  from  the  Shannon  ; there  were  two  farms, 
one  at  £78.  the  other  £74.  which  put  up  valuation  of 
uneconomic  holdings,  42587. 


Court  Leases. 


Criticism  of  System  of  Land  Tenure,  Middle 
Interests. 

These  estates  were  in  Chancery,  and  should  have 
been  taken  over  by  Congested  Districts  Board  and 
dedared  congested  ; wretched  condition  of  tenants  re- 
vealed a system  of  land  tenure  as  had  as  could  he 
found  in  any  part  of  the  world,  principally  on  ac- 
count  of  middle  interests ; each  tenant  had'  two  or 
three  landlord*  over  him,  42561-2— Landlords  all 
supposed  to  get  something  out  of  the  holdings,  42563 
— lnmty  College  was  head  landlord  in  Ballylongford 
t-d  !t'e  °^?jf  0f  a few  townlanda,  where 
Lionel  Lrosbie,  the  middleman,  was  evicted  for  non- 
payment of  rent;  that  was  the  sole  position  of  the 
two  parishes  having  only  two  landlords,  42564  - 
Colonel  Crosbie  owed  rent  to  Trinity  College  and 
when  fair  rent  was  fixed,  margin  was  left  sc>  small 


These  farms  were  held  under  Court  leases,  42587.— 
Dividing  valuation  by  population  the  high  valuation 
on  a few  farms  would  interfere,  42582.— Farms  held 
by  tenants,  42583-4. — Negotiations  were  going  on  in 
case  of  large  holding  of  Mr.  Blacker  Douglas,  which 
he  farmed  himself  ; there  was  a proposal  for  Land 
Commission  to  buy  it,  but  he  would  not  -accept  price ; 
witness  thought  they  would  come  to  terms  later  on, 
. • The  people  were  all  small  holders,  even  the 
gramers,  42586.— When  a person  was  evicted,  Court 
ot  Chancery  sent  down  a valuer  to  value  land  at  what 
price  he  liked, _ and  it  was  a great  grievance ; people 
flocoo  n<5  into  courfc  for  a fair  rent  afterwards, 
-Evicted  tenant  was  put  hack  and  given  seven 
years  lease  -at  rent  which  was  -arbitrary  on  part  of 
valuer ; no  chance  of  going  into  court,  and  there  was 
a great  difficulty  in  completing  the  sales,  because 
these  rents  were  higher  than  judicial  rents,  and  pur 
chase  prices  were  based  on  the  high  rates,  42589. 
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HAYES,  Very  Rev.  Canon— continued. 


If  district  were  scheduled  it  would  have  helped 
people  to  drain  these  areas,  although  Dr.  O’Donnell 
appeared  to  indicate  that  it  was  only  in  those  proper- 
ties that  the  Board  bought  that  they  expended  much 
money,  42589. — Drainage  was  an  absolute  necessity  for 
the  two  parishes  ; it  would  be  useless  to  give  them 
tillage  until  land  was  drained,  42604. 


HAYES,  Vert  Rev.  Canon— continued. 

Railway  from  Listowel  to  Ballylongfoed 
Proposed. 

Line  of  rail  to  Listowel  would  be  an  advantage  to 
the  district;  only  seven  miles  from  Ballylongford, 
and  if  connecting  line  were  made  to  Listowel,  Bally- 
longford Harbour  would  became  landing  place  for  a 
large  portion  of  the  agricultural  produce  of  North 
Kerry,  42617. — Corn,  cattle,  pigs,  and  similar  agricul- 
tural produce  would  then  be  sent  to  England,  42618. 


Need  for  Drainage. 

Land  for  most  part  in  parishes  of  Ballylongford 
and  Asdee  was  reclaimed  bog  land,  entirely  unsuit- 
able for  tillage,  and  would  remain  so  until  subjected 
to  thorough  and  general  scheme  of  drainage  ; aid  of 
some  beneficent  Board  necessary,  .as  occupiers  would 
-never  have  sufficient  capital  to  meet  outlay  ; conges- 
tion of  very  pronounced  type  prevailed  in  both 
perishes,  especially  in  Asdee  ; though  they  had  not 
been  scheduled  as  congested  ; two  divisions  in  Bally- 
longford came  nearer  definition  of  congested  area 
than  Asdee,  70  per  cent,  of  the  holdings  being  uneco- 
nomic; definition  of  congestion  very-  misleading; 
population  and  valuation  no  measure  of  congestion, 
42561,  42582. 


MOLY'NEUX,  Vert  Rev.  Canon. 


Dairying  as  compared  with  Tillage. 

With  present  system  of  farming  people  could  never 
hope  for  more  than  the  means  of  furnishing  mere  ne- 
cessaries of  life;  Government  aid  in  the  shape  of 
loans  or  grants  absolutely  necessary ; present  system 
■was  all  grazing  and  all  milk ; mistake  for  farmers 
to  give  up  tillage  completely ; far  more  profitable  if 
they  turned  to  tillage  ; a farmer  with  ten  cows  sent 
milk  to  a creamery,  and  only  got  3 £d.  at  most  per 
gallon  for  it ; he  could  only  send  about  twenty  gallons 
daily  to  creamery,  and  that  would  be  about  6s.,  or 
£2  for  week  at  most ; this  could  only  go  on  for  five 
weeks ; all  he  could  make  out  of  his  ten  cows  would 
be  £40  a year,  which  was  very  little  to  support  a 
family;  if  he  had  more  tillage  to  feed  his  cattle 
and  pigs  it  would  be  more  profitable,  42591.— Farmers 
said  they  did  not  do  this  because  they  had  not  the 
labour,  it  was  too  high,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
to  pay  but  grazing  the  country,  which  was  becoming 
impoverished  because  of  emigration,  42592.— The  only 
farm  where  they  did  a little  tillage  was  where  they 
had  sons  at  home ; in  families  where  there  were 
seven  or  eight  children  only  one  or  two  were  at  home; 
the  rest  had  gone  to  America  ; tillage  had  been  given 
"up  altogether,  42593. — People  required  education, 
42594,  42603. — They  had  tilled  before  ; with  the  col- 
lapse of  agricultural  prices  in  the  seventies,  when 
corn  was  sold  for  little  or  nothing,  people  gave  it  up, 
42595-6. — Parts  of  Ireland  well  tilled,  and  other  parts 
going  out  of  tillage  owing  to  emigration,  42598. — Til- 
lage in  Clare  not  so  great  as  between  Listowel  and 
Tralee,  hardly  any  tillage,  42600-1. — Place  poorer 
along  River  Feale  to  Tralee,  42606.— If  tillage  were 
•extended  farming  would  be  more  profitable,  42611-2. 
— Should  be  encouraged  by  Government  in  some  way  ; 
•means  of  transit  would  give  people  greater  taste  for 
tillage. 


Construction  of  New  Pier  proposed. 

Construction  of  a new  pier  would  be  of  immense 
advantage  to  Ballylongford,  42613-4. — Present  pier 
practically  useless  owing  to  insufficient  depth  oE 
water,  and  unsafe  by  reason  of  exposed  situation, 
42614. — It  was  built  in  the  wrong  place ; other  places 
where  there  would  he  no  difficulty.-  and  where  the 
largest  ships  could  come  up  ; amount  paid  for  transit 
was  very  high  ; if  a boat  or  ship  could  come  in  there 
•once  a month  there  could  be  fairs  and  means  of 
transit,  42615. — Boats  called  from  Limerick  some- 
tunes,  but  very  seldom  ; could  not  get  in  except  at 
nigh  tides,  and  then  it  was  dangerous,  42616. — Dredg- 
■niS  would  not  do ; there  was  a primary  difficulty, 
whach  was  unforeseen  in  building  the  pier  ; there  was 
a bar  outside,  which  should  have  been  out  away ; 
provision  of  a new  pier  was  one  of  the  functions  of 
one  Congested)  Districts  Board ; pier  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  development  of  fishing  industry,  42617. 


Poverty  of  Non-Schedulbd  Division  of  Bally- 
bunion. 

More  poverty  in  non-scheduled  division  of  Bally- 
bunion  than  in  any  division  in  Listowel,  congested 
or  non-congested ; more  outdoor  relief  given  than  in 
any  other  division  of  the  union,  42639.— Poor  in 
North  Kerry  were  exceedingly  poor.— Whole  of  the 
parish  of  Glengarifi  in  County  Cork  was  scheduled  as 
congested ; there  the  average  valuation  of  ten,  twelve, 
or  twenty  occupiers  would  be  about  £2  per  occupier  ; it 
would  be  evident  to  strangers  who  visited  the  place  that 
these  poor  people  needed  relief,  living,  as  they  did,  on 
uneconomic  holdings,  42640.— In  North  Kerry  there 
was  such  poverty  that  people  had  not  a oow  or  two, 
as  they  had  in  Glengarifi ; emigration  was  most  ex- 
tensive, people  went  to  iron  furnaces  in  South  Wales, 
etc.,  and  the  women  did  the  work  in  spring  after  the 
potatoes  were  planted,  42640.— Land  in  North  Kerry 
was  mostly  all  bog,  very  little  arable  land ; very  little 
land  which  was  productive  and  fruitful ; heavy  lands 
did  not  pay  for  tillage,  especially  when  labour  was 
high ; witness  did  not  think  rising  generation  would 
ever  approach  the  old  people  in  their  attention  to 
business,  such  as  drainage,  etc. ; extremely  difficult  to 
get  them  to  go  through  slavish  work,  which  was  done 
so  well  and  so  long  in  time  past,  42641. 

Labourers’  Cottages. 

Very  poor  people  in  North  Kerry  had  no  holdings  ; 
Rural  District  Council  had  lately  generously  pro- 
vided labourers’  cottages  and  attachments,  42&0; 
more  labourers’  cottages  in  North  Kerry  than  in  any 
other  part  of  Ireland ; necessity  had  arisen  from  fact- 
that  people  were  so  badly  housed,  and  had  no  land; 
Rural  District  Council  had  taken  ud  the  recent  Act 
to  such  an  extent  that  poor  farmers*  in  North  Kerry 
were  frightened  ; they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
the  taxation  that  was  being  heaped  upon  them;  the 
Council  doing  all  they  could  to  carry  out  a great  and 
useful  business,  but  it  was  imposing  a very  heavy 
task  upon  them ; notwithstanding  reductions  given  in 
rent,  difficulties  of  farmers  had  increased  by  increase 
of  taxation,  cost  of  labour,  and  its  scarcity ; witness 
had  never  seen  the  country  in  such  a position  as  it 
was  in  now  in  its  strugglie  to  make  ends  meet,  42641. 

Land  Pub  chase  in  Kerry. 

Witness  knew  of  a large  district  on  which  tenants 
had  purchased  twenty  years  ago,  but  under  duress,  and 
when  they  were  all  under  notice  of  eviction,  and  pur- 
chased at  very  high  figures;  purchasers  were  now 
prepared  to  forfeit  twenty  years’  purchase  and  sign 
agreements  under  new  Act  of  1903 ; and,  so  difficult 
did  they  find  it  to  pay  their  annuities  that  they 
would  willingly  agree  to  commence  paying  new  annui- 
ties for  sixty-eight  years,  provided  they  got  credit  for 
the  twenty  years  they  had  paid  already;  no  people 
would  forfeit  twenty  years  and  sign  again  for  sixty- 
eight  years  unless  they  were  hard  pressed,  42641. 

HANRAHAN,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Fishery  at  Ballylongford. 

Salmon  fishing  in  Ballylongford  opened  on  Feb- 
ruary 12th,  and  lasted  till  30th  Aprii  ; peel  fishing 
opened  May  1st  and  ended  1st  July  ; then  herring  fish- 
ing commenced  and  ended  on  1st  November,  and  from 
this  date  until  14th  May  oyster  fishing  was  in  pro- 
gress ; fishermen  of  the  locality  could  be  profitably 
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employed  all  the  year  round;  thirty  fishermen  living 
in  the  district,  but  only  three  had  been  fishing  in 
past  year;  remainder  mostly  did  occasional  work, 
while  some  depended  for  their  living  on  ferrying  from 
Saleen  to  Kilrush ; ten  to  twelve  boats  were  required 
to  supply  these  men;  probable  cost  of  each  boat  for 
salmon  and  herring  fishing  would  be  about  £16  when 
fully  equipped,  42642-3. — Congested  Districts  Board 
should  provide  boats  for  these  men  under  present  cir- 
cumstances ; also  facilities  in  the  way  of  a pier ; pre- 
sent pier  absolutely  unsafe;  in  most  important  times 
of  the  tide  the  boats  had  to  remain  at  Saleen  for 
fully  two  hours  in  order  to  float  out,  _ and  dangers 
were  incurred  by  fishermen,  and  boats,  in  some  cases 
sailing  boats,  had  to  remain  altogether  at  Saleen 
owing  to  strong  currents,  42644. 


Pier  at  Carrig  Proposed. 

Witness  suggested  a pier  at  Carrig;  it  would  be  of 
highest  advantage  to  fishermen,  42644. — Pier  would 
be  of  commercial  use  to  Ballylongford  as  well,  42645-6. 
— Only  twenty  feet  of  water  at  highest  tide  at  the 
old  pier;  if  new  pier  were  provided  there  would  be 
thirty-three  feet,  42646. — Proposed  pier  would  be 
accessible  at  almost  any  time  of  the  tide;  it  would 
secure  boats  against  any  wind,  especially  north-west 
and  south-west,  which  were  dangerous  to  boats  lying 
at  Saleen  pier;  some  boats  had  been  swamped  while 
lying  there,  42651. — Trawling  was  carried  on  in  the 
Shannon,  but  boats  from  Ballylongford  never  fished 
at  this  place,  because  they  were  too  lightly  built  and 
too  old,  some  of  them  practically  obsolete;  four  boats 
should  be  given  for  dredging,  trawling,  and  fishing; 
they  should  be  built  exceptionally  strong  in  conse- 
quence of  the  heavy  strain  on  them,  and  should  be 
eighteen  feet  in  keel,  42651,  42654,  42656.— Trawling 
had  done  great  damage  to  salmon  fishing  which  was 
outside  the  river,  42652. — Eishing  outside  the  river 
was  with  nets ; some  of  the  nets  were  five  miles  long, 
42653.— Coast  was  very  dangerous,  42655.— Herring 
grounds  were  about  one  mile  from  proposed  pier, 
42657,  42661. — Resident  fishing  superintendent  would 
be  of  great  use  on  coast  of  Kerry,  42658.— It  would 
help  to  keep  Congested  Districts  Board  in  touch  with 
local  people,  42659.— Within  last  three  vears  herring 
and  mackerel  had  been  caught  by  people  from  Bally- 
longford, 42660. — They  waited  until  herrings  came 
into  the  river,  42662. 

Oysters. 

Season  for  oyster  dredging  opened  late  in  Septem- 
ber and  continued  during  winter  months ; very  often 
boats  engaged  in  this  business  were  obliged  to  remain 
at  Saleen  for  weeks  owing  to  continued  winds  from 
south-west,  west,  and  north-west,  and  this  also  oc- 
curred m summer  time,  when  salmon  and  herring 
fishing  was  going  on;  public  oyster  bed  was  over 
three  miles  square,  and  was  insufficiently  stocked 
with  oysters ; two  boats  at  present  dredging  never- 
touched  Ballylongford  harbour,  as  they  would  not 
get  sufficient  to  pay  them  for  their  trouble,  42646  — 
Irish  oysters  were  very  marketable;  witness  suggested 
layi?g  ,out  half  a,  million  oysters  on  this  bed ; they 
would  be  marketable  m two  years’,  time,  42651.— No 
application  had  been  made  to  Mr.  Green ; people  did 
not  know  whom  to  ask,  42647-9,  . 42650-1  —District 
was  not  scheduled,  42650.  ct 


DORAN,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Description  of  Treatment  of  Labourers  on  Mr 
Blacker  Douglass’s  and  Lord  Listowel’s  Pro 
perties. 

In  a part  of  Mr  Blacker  Douglass’s  property  o 
Kilconly,  about  1881,  and  previously,  there  lived’ si- 
families  of  householders,  about  thirty-six  altogether 
£ a11  Jabourers ; two  families  had  one  pefch  o 
land,  and  the  other  four  held  about  fifty  perches  ii 
all ; each  tenant  had  to  pay  £2  10s.  a vpsr  in  1 
“*8^-per,day’  even  ^ others  obtained  Is.  6 d.  or  2s 
par  day  thereby  proving  that  the  six  tenants  wer 
Paf-}ng  v 3 eaCj’  £18  Per  annum,  for  their  si- 
mud  cabins  and  fifty  perches  of  land,  and  still  hat 
to  maintain  their  families ; Mr.  Blacker  Douglas 


was  not  responsible  for  this,  as  these  men  were  onlv 
sub-tenants  to  farmers  ; four  of  these  houses  had  sin  ^ 
been  levelled,  and  most  of  the  occupants  had  emigrated 
to  enrich  other  lands,  and  to  enjoy  that  material  and 
social  position  which  had  been  denied  them  in  land 
of  their  birth ; Lord  Listowel’s  property  adjoined  Mr 
Blacker  Douglass’s  property ; in  townlands  of  Kill 
conly  and  Beale  Hill  there  were  a great  number  of 
labourers,  who  had  been  evicted  under  middlemen  and 
farmers,  and  had  died  of  hunger  in  1847,  1848 
1850 ; after  that  the  landlord  had  evicted  the  middle’ 
man,  and  had  held  land  in  own  possession  for  a 
number  of  years ; he  gave  some  -employment  for  a 
time,  but  he  took  good  care  to  leave  many  labourers 
landless  ; he  would  not  even  permit  them  one  perch  • 
some  had  a plot  with  a few  hundred  cabbages  but 
when  his  steward  was  having  fences  erected  he  had  the 
surface  of  the  plots  taken  to  manure  the  quicks  and 
furze  seed  on  the  fences ; not  one  perch  given  to 
labourers,  although  landlord  had  400  acres  of  un- 
tenanted  land ; about  twenty-five  labourers  in  the 
lands  or  farm  of  Scottish  Provident  Institution  and 
adjoining  it;  and  these  men  had  only  mud-wall 
thatched  houses,  with  about  eighty  perches  of  land- 
they  paid  about  £3  at  one  time,  and  had  been  paying 
£2  10s.  for  last  twenty  years  ; within  last  forty  yeail 
they  held  as  caretakers  and  weekly  tenants,  and  paid 
said  rents,  at  the  rate  of  8s.  a week,  without  board 
and  another  member  of  the  family  supplied  them  with 
food;  these  were  only  a few  examples  of  what 
labourers  had  to  undergo,  and  which  proved  the 
thrift  and  industry  they  had  to  exercise  to  maintain 
their  families;  often  they  were  semi-destitute;  nd 
wonder  their  families  fled  from  the  country  when 
opportunity  offered ; hence  its  depopulation,  etc. 
many  others  had  to  sustain  life  by  gathering  sea- 
weeds, etc.,  42663. 

Claims  of  Cottiers  with  Less  than  Three- 
quarters  of  an  Acre  of  Lane. 

There  were  some  thousands  of  cottiers  who  were 
possessed  of  less  than  § of  an  acre  of  land ; they  were 
exempt  from  present  and  past  legislation,  and  exer- 
cised no  tenant  right,  as  they  were  debarred  from 
entering  the  courts  ; thR  required  immediate  redress ; 
even  when  sales  took  place,  this  class  must  remain  as 
sub-tenants,  if  Acts  of  1903  and  1881  were  not 
amended  ; they  should  be  permitted  to  enter  courts 
and  get  fair  rent  fixed,  42663. — They  should  also  be 
permitted  to  purchase  if  they  desired  ; they  must  rely 
entirely  on  the  recommendations  of  this  Commission 
for  redress ; Lord  Listowel’s  property  was  being  pur- 
chased by  the  tenants,  but  sale  was  not  yet  completed ; 
one  man  held  a small  house  and  a place  for  a manure 
pit ; when  engineer  came  round  he  claimed  the  site 
of  a fallen  room,  so  as  -to  rebuild  it  if  he  so  desired ; 
but  tenant  farmer  objected,  and  said  that  wall  of 
existing  portion  must  be  boundary,  and  locked  the 
gate  to- prevent  him  bringing  in  turf  ; house  and  site 
of  room  was  a freehold,  and  Lord  Listowel  would  not 
permit  one  perch- of  land  to  be  attached  to  the  house;1' 
there  was  a family  of  seven  in  this  house,  and  all  had 
emigrated  except  the  one,  who  was  now  being 
tyrannised  over ; whether  Estates  Commissioners  would 
defend  his  rights  remained  to  be  seen,  42664. 

Kilehenny  should  be  Dealt  with  as  Congested- 
Evictions,  Semi-destitution,  etc. 

Electoral  Division  of  Kilehenny  required  to.  be 
scheduled  as  congested,  because  there  were  thirty-six 
families,  or  seventy  persons  in  receipt  of  out-door 
relief,  at  annual  cost  of  £240  ; there  were  about 
205  holdings  of  £5  valuation  and  under ; about  250 
families  had  been  evicted  in  1847,  1848,  1850,  for 
which  there  was  no  legal  order  ; many  died  of  starva- 
tion, others  went  to  the  union,  and  others  emigrated ; 
£eS-n^i  clearance  was  the  substitution  of  the 

bullock  and  large  grazing  tract,  which  debarred  the 
division  from  being  scheduled  as  congested  in  1891 ! 
there  was  over  1,500  acres  for  the  bullock*  while  there 
was  nothing  for  the  people  but  semi -starvation  and 
the  emigrant  ship ; there  were  seventeen  future  ten- 
ants, the  victims  of  exorbitant  rents,  which  in  many 
cases  were  three  times  the  valuation,  and  sometimes 
five  times ; about  forty  of  the  houses  insanitary  and 
uninhabitable ; people  received  about  £1,000  per 
annum  from  America,  which  in  many  cases  prevented 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the' University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  VIII. 


415 


DORAN,  Me.  JOHN — continued. 

teal  destitution,  42664. — Witness  obtained  his  informa- 
tion from  the  old  people  in  the  district,  42665-8. — 
The  aforesaid  lands  were  most  conveniently  situated 
for  relieving  congestion  which  existed ; the  landlord 
at  time  of  former  evictions  was  Major  William  Fair- 
field,  42669. 

Knitting  Industry. 

Hosiery  and  knitting  industry  was  carried  out 
under  supervision  of  nuns  of  St.  Joseph’s  Convent, 
and  gave  employment  to  about  eight;  it  had  been 
abandoned  for  want  of  accommodation,  as  there  was 
an  advance  to  forty  pupils  in  school  attendance ; ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  Agricultural  Department 
to  aid  in  reviving  the  industry,  but  enterprise  re- 
quired local  capital,  and  industry  fell  through,  which 
was  great  loss  to  the  district;  this  was  in  1905  and 
1906 ; if  Congested  Districts  Board  took  an  active 
part  it  could  still  be  revived,  42679. 

Parish  Committee  Grants. 

Necessity  for  reform  in  the  rules  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  as  regards  Parish  Committees ; an 
artisan,  no  matter  how  impoverished  he'  was,  was 
not  permitted  to  avail  of  the  grant,  nor  were  sub- 
tenants to  farmers ; for  two  years  they  excluded  all 
cottiers  holding  less  than  one  acre  of  land,  42670-1, 
42673. — Some  of  the  tradesmen  were  in  very  bad  con- 
dition, and  some  were  well-to-do,  but,  no  matter  how 
impoverished  they  were,  they  could  not  be  assisted, 
42673. — Parish  Committee  should  have  discretion  to 
give  relief,  42673. — Sub-tenants  had  security  in  their 
holdings ; as  long  as  they  paid  their  rent  to  farmers 
they  had  security ; people  with  more  than  § of  an 
acre  of  land  could  apply  for  fair  rent ; if  supervisor’s 
estimate  did  not  exceed  £2  10s.  applications  were  not 
entertained  ; they  were  entertained  in  1906-7,  42674. — 
Committee  had  made  suggestions  to  Board,  but  they 
would  not  entertain  such  cases ; if  estimate  were  30s., 
that  would  be  on  a dwellinghouse,  people  would  only 
get  one-fourth,  if  it  was  repairing  an  out-house ; 
landholders  whose  valuation  was  under  £7  were  eligible 
for  individual  grants ; a grant  not  exceeding  £3  for 
the  erection  of  an  out-office,  and  not  exceeding  £5 
for  a dwellinghouse ; on  Port  Royal  Estate  a tenant 
might  receive  a grant  towards  an  out-house  not  ex- 
ceeding £4,  and  for  a dwellinghouse  a sum  of  £10 ; 
difference  of  £1  in  one  case  and  £5  in  the  other, 
42675. — Ballybunion  Parish  Committee  obtained  a 
grant  of  £75  a year  for  three  years  ; people  were  so 
impoverished  that  they  could  only  avail  of  about  £6, 
and  about  £65  was  returned ; in  second  and  third 
years  the  amounts  returned  to  Board  were  £26  Is.  3d. 
.and  £10  8s.,  that  is  to  say  that  in  three  years 
£101  9s.  3d.  was  not  returned  to  Board ; if  people 
had  not  received  £10  from  landlord  to  commence, 
even  this  would  not  have  been  availed  of  ; Board 
would  not  permit  the  returned  money  to  be  expended 
in  road-making  and  drainage  in  the  district,  where 
it  was  required,  notwithstanding  fact  that  over 
£200,000  towards  reclaiming  and  developing  the  dis- 
trict would  be  required ; people  thought  when  they 
sent  it  back  that  it  would  be  returned  to  them  again, 
but  were  refused ; one-third  of  the  estimate  in  re- 
pairing dwellinghouses  was  allowed,  and  one-fourth 
.in  repairing  out-offices  and  fences,  draining,  etc.  ; 
.work  had  to  be  completed  before  they  even  got  the 
one-fourth  ; people  so  poor  that  they  very  often  could 
not  undertake  the  work ; people  whose  valuation  was 
up  to  £10  should  be  permitted  to  avail  of  Board’s 
grants ; those  whose  valuation  was  £5  and  under 
should  obtain  free  grant  of  half  the  estimate,  and 
.artisans  should  be  included;  the  Board  would  not 
allow  draining  or  fencing  until  the  houses  were  done 
up  ; some  people  had  withdrawn  because  they  were 
not  in  a position  to  carry  out  the  work  ; and  money 
would  not  be  permitted  to  be  availed  of  for  draining 
and  fencing  until  houses  were  done ; 42676-7. — There 
.were  some  scheduled  districts  that  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  avail  of  Board’s  offer,  42677. 


Land  Purchase. 

■ Best  means  of  relieving  congestion . and  stopping 
emigration  was  to  purchase  all  untenanted  and  all 
other  lands  in  the  market  for  sale,  by  compulsion 
or  otherwise,  at  a fair  price,  and  sub-dividing  it 
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into  economic  holdings ; Estates  Commission  should 
have  right  of  pre-emption  respecting  private  lands 
under  their  control  and  being  offered  for  sale,  and 
workers  in  general  and  uneconomic  holdings,  and 
landless  working  classes  had  first  claim  on  these  lands, 
42677-8. — There  should  be  financial  aid  in  starting 
home  industries ; roads  and  other  public  works  should 
be  carried  out  under  direct  labour ; there  should  also 
be  compulsory  sale  of  land  at  a fair  price,  which 
would  abolish  great  expenses  of  Land  Commission  and 
other  things ; land  speculators  and  capitalists  should 
be  strictly  prohibited  from  purchasing  any  land  save 
real  waste,  reclaimable  land,  Government  did  not 
undertake  to  do  so ; it  was  well  known  that  a capitalist 
had  many  other  ways  for  investment  to  maintain 
livelihood,  and  as  men  formed  the  real  wealth  of 
nation,  remedy  must  be  found  for  obtaining  that 
wealth ; emigration  of  proportion  of  the  occupiers 
must  take  place,  so  as  to  enable  remaining  one  to 
prosper  ; plenty  of  land  was  available  for  that  pur- 
pose, 42680. 

Representation  of  Kerry  on  Board. 

Important  that  a representative  of  Kerry  should  be 
member  of  Congested  Districts  Board,  42680. 

Emigration. 

The  lot  of  many  of  the  working  class  in  Ireland 
was  intolerable ; their  only  safety  being  flight  to 
other  lands,  and  Ireland  would  be  ruined  if  they 
continued  to  go  to  make  wealth  for  America,  42680. 


Restrictions  on  Use  of  Bull  Sent  by  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

Agricultural  Board  sent  a bull  to  congested  district 
of  Gnllane,  and  the  first  year  he  was  limited  to 
forty  cows ; after  three  years  he  was  limited  to  forty 
cows  besides  the  cattle  of  the  man  in  charge ; some 
took  cows  this  year  about  1st  June,  but  they  were 
refused,  42680-1. — Character  of  Ireland  had  been  run 
down  to  certain  degree ; it  was  considered  that  police 
committed  many  of  the  outrages,  as  in  case  of  Sergeant 
Sheridan,  where  it  was  proved,  42682. — A tar-monger 
was  where  people  did  not  wish  to  take  away  life  and 
threatened  the  offending  people,  42683. — People 
wanted  to  keep  their  holdings ; Irish  people  as  a 
rule  did  not  want  to  take  life ; they  had  died  of 
hunger  even  rather  than  do  so,  42684. 


AHERNE,  Mr.  PATRICK  J. 


Glenshabrold  Electoral  Division  of  Newcastle 
West  Rural  District. 

Glensharrold  Electoral  Division  comprised  town- 
lands  of  Glensharrold,  Knockanagun,  Carrickerry, 
Knockfinish,  and  Boranizue,  and  was  a unit  of  New- 
castle West  Rural  District,  with  area  of  about  nine 
square  miles,  and  population  of  about  1,000;  poor- 
law  valuation  was  about  £936,  and  number  of  house- 
holders 145,  majority  of  whom  belonged  to  toiling 
class,  and  had  to  eke  out  scanty  subsistence  as  best 
they  could  under  very  unfavourable  conditions;  little 
or  no  employment  and  scarcely  any  industry  in  dis- 
trict, the  principal  one  being  peat  industry,  which 
was  now  on  the  wane,  most  of  the  mine  being  cut 
away;  farmers  were  only  in  middling  circumstances, 
and  gave  very  little  employment,  so  land  was  left 
unreclaimed  and  undrained,  great  many  of  their 
farms  being  cut-away  bog  or  moor ; principal  crops 
raised  were  potatoes,  turnips,  cabbages,  and  oats ; 
potato  crops  not  good  in  recent  years,  even  last  year’s 
crop  was  partial  failure;  in  district  adjoining  there 
were  vast  tracts  of  waste  land  which,  if  reclaimed 
and  broken  up  into  small  allotments  and  distributed 
among  poorer  classes,  with  State  aid,  would  become 
productive  and  afford  beneficial  return  to  community 
at  large;  toilers  would  then  be  enabled,  by  economy 
and  industry,  to  live  in  comparative  comfort  at  homo 
instead  of  dreaming  of  an  El  Dorado  across  the  sea ; 
young  people  went  to  America  having  no  prospect  of  a 
living  at  home ; emigration  had  sapped  the  bone  and 
sinew,  of  manhood  of  Glensharrold  during  past  twenty - 
' five  years;  there  were  about-  3,000  acres  of  waste  land 
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AHERNE,  Mr.  PATRICK  J.— continued.' 

in  Rooska  division,  and  a large  colony  of  poor  people 
almost  destitute ; congestion  was  also  rampant  there 
chiefly  from  same  causes  as  in  Glensharrold  Divi- 
sion ; unless  Congested  Districts  Board  took  up  the 
matter  and'  acquired  this  land  it  would  remain  in  its 
primeval  wildness,  and  people  would  derive  no 
material  benefit  therefrom,  42685. 

Tree-planting. 

Some  of  the  mountain  chains  extending  from  Car- 
rrickerry  to  confines  of  North  Kerry  would  be  admi- 
rably suited  for  planting  trees,  42685. 

Limestone  Quarries. 

There  were  splendid  limestone  quarries  within 
three  or  four  miles  of  GJensharrold,  and  if  railway 
were  constructed  to  connect  Ardagh  with  Listowel, 
passing  through  immediate  mountain  districts,  lime- 
stone could  be  brought  to  where  it  was  badly  needed, 
and  famous  sand  of  Ballybunion  could  also  be  pro- 
perly utilised,  which,  owing  to  the  distance  and  lack 
of  convenience,  had  not  been  resorted  to  for  reclama- 
tion or  tillage  purposes  by  Glensharrold  people,  42685 


SCOLLARD,  Me.  CHARLES — continued. 

country  was  beyond  any  other  country,  mostly  wju 
ness  all  round;  people  taxed  much  more  than  ih 
were  able  to  pay ; witness  represented  labourers  oStW 
locality  of  Carnckerry;  he  was  a small  farmer 
had  thirty  or  forty  acres  of  peaty  soil  of  his ’own® 
and  it  was  very  hard  to  pay  rates  at  present  tfS 
he  did  not  know  why  rates  went  up  so  much  tl,' 
year;  if  another  year  came  like  thf.  people  weald 
have  to  leave  rates,  land,  and  Government  to  the, 
selves,  and  would  have  to  emigrate,  42688-90— Wit 
ness  farmed  for  dairy  purpose,  42691.  ' ritl* 

Necessity  for  a Light  Railway  passing  through 

,, If  to  Listowel,  pan*,, 

through  Athea,  it  would  do  a great  deal  for  the 
country  round;  Athea  was  becoming  an  important 
httie  town ; between  £300  and  £400  of  butter  ^ 
bought  there  weekly;  City  of  Limerick  would  hardlv 
represent  so  much,  42692.  7 


Means  of  Livelihood. 

Direct  labour  had  been  in  operation  in  district 
during  winter,  but  only  a few  labourers  were  employed  ; 

0fJhe,  p0°f.,,ived,  hy  selling  turf  in  Newcastle 
and  Ratheale  while  others  lived  on  earnings  of  chil- 
dren m domestic  service  in  East  Limerick  and  remit- 
tances  from  friends  and  children  in  exile,  which 
+Pay  fent,of  the  little  cut-away  patches  of 
bog,  finest  material  in  all  Ireland  for  manufacture 

aLwUd  m°?+Su  WaS  t0  h®  had  in  the  district ; it 
abounded  with  many  resources,  but  means  of  de- 

tionM2685.Were  "0t  &t  disPosal  of  workiuS  P°Pula- 
Land  Purchase. 

Knockanagun  and  Carrickerry  properties  had  been 
purchased  under  Ashbourne  Act  at  eighteen  vears” 

’ 1 -there  Werj  eleven  labourers’  cottages  in 
electoral  division,  and  five  under  new  scheme - vood 
DreTent  h°f  projf.ct'?d  applicants  who  could  not  at 
0’G  TlPWSUPPled  with  houses;  tenants  of  James 
with 

met.  and  lot-holder.;  the  l„t-hol&,»  ^p"?'ttoe 
was  echednled  it  wmfd  ’ teid  to^imlSS'*!  dl,",10n 

district  it  was  only  £i  witness’s 

tricts  were  the  same,  42687.7^'  3"d  the  °utying  dis* 

Emigration. 

“ rSs*4r?‘-ck"^  “ 

and  would  remain  s^  untiT  yA"g  partially  idle, 

the  Government  to  put  Ft  in^  by 

Poverty  of  District. 

visited  dfctr£“Lfhe^^^  PI  Agri‘cunHure  had 

and  had  described  +ba  y i p>an  °f  Campaign 
ters;  only 3? ^ °f 
badly  off  they  were]  42687.  ® tbem  cou^d  tell  how 

SCOLLARD,  Mr.  CHARLES. 

HeSuiS;  hihe 


PIERSE,  Mr.  GARRETT. 

General  Conditions  of  Life  in  Gtjilane. 

Division  of  Gullane  was  situated  at  estuary  of  the 
Shannon  near  seaside  resort  of  Ballybunion,  and  was 
about  fourteen  miles  distant  from  Listowel,  the 
nearest  market  town;  people  were  sober,  honest,  and 
industrious,  but  land  consisted  of  reclaimed  wild 
bog  and  barren  mountain  slopes,  with  a retensive 
sub-soil,  and  aspect  towards  the  north,  and  was  very 
much  exposed  to  ocean  gales ; no  trees  or  shelter  of 
any  kmd  prospered,  and,  consequently,  cattle  had  to 
be  housed  and  hand-fed  from  25th  October  to  13th 
May  not  much  tillage;  it  did  not  pay  in  this  ex- 
posed  country ; witness  had  seen  potato  stalks  blighted 

nTakL.?  wr  ib  + nSt0rms  \ clilef  industry  was  butter- 
xnakmg,  but  lately  ,t  had  been  sale  of  milk  at 

of  San1  rearing  °l  C,alves;  great  fal1  in  Price 
of  agricultural  produce  had  affected  people  of  this 

tTL Very  “nch'  as  they  had  no  industry  to  fall 
X?T  great  ma”y  small  farmers  who  had  only 
1 two  acres  which  were  of  such  poor  quality 
rldoot  relief  alone  in  ft. 
tlril0 8 2s'  111  the  £>  and  people  received 

eeAu£3°°  and,  £40°  irom  America  and 
keels  ’ ituG«hey  were,dee.ply  ^ debt  .to  local  shop- 
a shopkeeper,  and  he  had  given 
thSe  £8°°  ln  cfedit'  42693. — Witness  trusted 

he  -f  l00r  aSv  *^y  were’  because  they  could 

living  aofad  tbmy  g°J  , , P m any  way  to  make  a 
1 07c  ^ ^ orvi  tenants  leases  fell  out  about  years 

doubled *w76,  and  landl0Td  (Wilson  Gunn)  actually 
own  hold,’11*  on,  f0™6  the  tenants;  even  witness’s 

£43  nn 1 Bh  Whlch  had  been  ]et  for  £15,  was  now 
fti?]’  lio  in  g0lng, twice  before  Land  Court,  was 
S7«Si}r*i  P°°f  law  valuation  being  £16  15s. ; 
than  if  °VSnants  j°  pay  big  rents  in  the  seventies 
more  £,a?  reduced  «»*»  now  ; price  of  food 

countv  cpc®  hA  • °n  acc°unt  of  the  changes,  and 
H ln“e"«d  from  5,.  W.  in  the  £ to 

of  hnffp-i-  there  was  a fall  of  35  per  cent,  in  price 
cient  lahrm^nd’  wors*  °f  a,H>.  it  was  hard  to  get  suffi- 
to  Amprin  ’ m°SL  j the'young  people  were  going 
for  a W*  1 wl,en  bad  land  was  out  of  cultivation 

sl-nfa y ars  L*  soon  went  back  to  its  original 

state  growing  rushes  and  heath,  42693. 

Land  Purchase. 

of^most^nf andlord  (Mr.  R.  Huggard)  became  owner 
veaS  ato  f Jd6  -?rope:rty  “ ibis  division  about  five 
Jum  Mr  wd’  Tas  open]y  stated,  for  a very  small 
Colle’ee  heir,  Uflgarf  ,was  on]y  a middleman,  Trinity 
Art  o,  h“d  1“1>d,«rd;  when  L.nd  PnrehJ 

with  rPtroTd3*  WES  passed  tenants  approached  agent 
was  St  Sale  °,f, the  pr°perty;  and  his  reply 

Trinitv  Colleap1?'2  COa  d ^ done  until  report  of 
was  issued  f J?6  ?™lsslon  was  issued ; after  report 
who  offered  an,other  interview  with  agent, 

taS  if  reduction  o,  6,.  6d.  on  tot 
was  rninnimn  d*‘  fd‘  on  ""cond  term  rent,  which 
tirelv  r,Jfo.ed,  as  it  was  considered  en- 

irated  KstWrt1 *V  a?ent  then  “lrd  t0  toll  to  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  but  he  refused,  42693.  ' 
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PIERSE,  Me.  GARRETT— continued. 

Compulsory  Powers  for  Congested  Districts 
Board  proposed. 

If  Government  did  not  give  compulsory  powers  of 
purchase  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  or  some  such 
popular  body,  landlord  of  this  district  would  have 
power  of  compelling  tenants  to  purchase  at  his  own 
terms,  because  he  was  turning  them  into  caretakers 
under  Eviction-made  easy  Act  of  1896 ; last  April 
landlord  had  had  sixteen  of  those  tenants  summoned 
before  petty  sessions  court  to  turn  them  out  of  their 
homes,  but  he  did  not  appear  this  time;  better  for 
tenants  of  this  district  that  Land  Purchase  Act  of 
1903  was  never  passed  if  Government  did  not  give 
necessary  powers  to  Congested  Districts  Board  to  pur- 
chase these  poor,  congested  estates  and  resell  to  ten- 
ants at  a reasonable  price;  also  to  make  improve- 
ments and  roads  which  were  very  much  required  in 
the  district  and  to  purchase  500  acres  of  untenanted 
land  which  was  owned  by  the  Scottish  Company  on 
next  estate,  and  to  aid  cottage  industries,  42693. 


GRIFFIN,  Me.  PATRICK. 


Townland  of  Glenagrogaey  should  be  Scheduled 
as  Congested. 

Townland  of  Glenagrogary  in  Electoral  Division  of 
Kilfergus,  should  be  scheduled  as  congested  ; there 
were  two  other  properties,  one  to  the  east  and  one 
to  the.  west,  _ of  about  equal  dimensions,  rents,  and 
valuations ; in  Glenagrogary  there  were  thirty-three 
holdings,  and  the  actual  value  was  £99,  or  £3  per 
holding  per  tenant ; second  term  rents  amounted'  to 
£165,  42694.— Congested  Districts  Board  should  take 
up  the  business  of  scheduling,  42695. 

Negotiations  foe  Purchase. 

People  had  tried  to  negotiate  with  landlord  for  a 
purchase,  and  landlord  had  challenged  them  to  sell, 
and  given  them  the  liberal  offer  of  3s.  6 d.  in  the  £ 
abatement  on  their  rents  ; people  offered  to  buy  at  18J, 
years’  purchase  on  second  term  rents,  and  16i  years  on 
first  term  rents  ; there  were  twenty-one  holdings  out 
of  the  thirty-three  under  £3  valuation,  and  some  of 
them  were  down  to  5s.  and-  10s.  ; only  seven  holdings 
over  £5  ; people  believed  that  without  assistance  of 
Board  or  some  other  Board  they  could  never  buy  on 
reasonable  terms  from  landlord  ; rents  had  been  raised 
time  after  time  to  double  what  they  had  been,  and 
better  portions  of  land  taken  from  some  of  the  tenants 
and  put  into  lots,  which  brought  on  congestion  ; wit- 
ness’s sole  object  was  that  the  Board  should  buy  on 
reasonable  terms,  42695. 


MULVILLE,  Mr.  MICHAEL  W. 


Condition  of  Listowel  Urban  District. 

Listowel  Urban  District  was  in  very  bad  position 
witness  would  like  to  see  it  under  protection  of  Con 
gested  Districts  Board ; area  was  1,773  acres,  am 
number  of  houses  about  500  ; no  houses  had  beei 
■built  for  poorer  classes  by  any  public  body  ; resul 
was  they  were  crowded  into  dirty  little  cabins  wit.] 
mud  walls  and  thatched  roofs,  only  one  or  two  rooms 
town  Commissioners  had  borrowed  some  vears  ac 
about  £7,000  ; things  had  gone  against  them,  am 
they  now  had  to  pay  a percentage  of  £300  odd  to  th. 
tkiard  of  Works,  and  they  were  very  hard  pressed 
—.Loan  was  for  waterworks,  which  turned  ou 
a partial  failure,  and  about  £4,000  or  £5,000  wa 
lost  ; their  rates  were  about  the  second  highest  ii 
Ireland,  about  _lls.  in  the  £ ; Council  had  to  pa’ 
™s,  ratf,  f°r  thirty-five  years  more  ; about  sixty-eigh 
mud-walled  cabins  in  the  town,  and  they  were  quiti 
congested ; the  men  could  not  get  work. 

Chief  Industry. 

lndustry  w’as  agriculture,  which  meant  ; 
tll7afe  and  a great  deal  of  pasture ; there  wer< 
untenanted  lands  about  the  town  that  could  be  usee 
or  purposes  <>f  creating  economic  holdings,  42697.— 
k to  Llstowel  via  Newtown  and  Ballylongforc 
would  be  a very  good  thing  for  tourist  traffic,  42698. 


BAKER,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Neglect  of  Kerry  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
Alleged. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  not  given  necessary 
proportion  to  County  Kerry ; they  had  been  estab- 
lished for  relieving  congested  areas  in.  1891 ; popular 
tion  in  these  areas  at  that  time  was  547,710,  and 
was  reduced  to  498,000  ; after  ten  years  of  Board’s 
work  in  congested  portion  of  Kerry  during  same 
period  population  declined  from  89,698  to  80,297 ; 
when  Board  was  established  it  was  generally  thought 
that  its  special  object  was  to  relieve  congestion,  etc., 
but  each  of  the  seven  congested  counties  had  on  an 
average  6,000  less  of  population  than  in  1891 ; 
people  very  pleased  to  have  Board,  but  something  was 
radically  wrong  when  population  was  decreasing  in- 
stead of  increasing,  42736-7. — Kerry  possessed  one- 
sixth  of  the  population  of  all  the  congested  areas  in 
Ireland,  therefore  if  the  necessary  precautions  had 
been  taken  by  those  who  were  in  authority  it  would 
be  entitled  to  one-sixth  of  entire  expenditure  of  the 
Board ; ten  headings  of  expenditure,  such  as  pur- 
chase of  estates,  improvement  of  estates,  etc.,  and  they 
had  expended  up  to  the  present,  in  eleven  years,  one 
and  a quarter  millions  sterling,  42701. — Which  in- 
cluded purchase  money  of  estates,  and  was,  therefore, 
money  which  would  be  repaid  to  Board  when  tenants 
bought  estates,  42721. — .People  in  Kerry  felt  they  had 
been  slighted  in  a very  large  measure ; under  pur- 
chase of  estates,  improvement  of  estates,  and  indus- 
trial schemes,  people  had  received  nothing,  42702. — 
There  had  been  estates  purchased  in  County  Kerry 
since  March  1902,  42703-4. — Kerry  one  of  the  counties 
that  was  in  the  shade  as  far  as  landlord  business  was 
concerned',  with  exception  of  a few  who  at  once  took 
the  opportunity  to  sell ; people  were  of  opinion  that 
whole  attention  of  Board  was  directed  towards  Con- 
naught, and  not  towards  giving  equal  treatment 
among  the  different  congested  areas  ; proper  authori- 
ties did  not  take  pains  to  ask  as  to  whether  justice 
was  being  done  to 'congested  areas,  42708. 


Land  Act  of  1903. 

Until  Land  Act  of  1903  no  landlord  hadi  been  found 
reasonable  enough  to  deal  with  Board  or  to  comply 
with  wishes  of  the  people  in  a general  way  ; Land  Act . 
of  1903  was  based  on  a very  large  principle  of  the- 
British  Cabinet  asking  landlords  and  tenant  occu- 
piers of  Ireland  to  come  to  the  conclusion  of  amicably  - 
settling  matters  between  them  ; it  meant  affording 
landlord  a means  of  coming  by  every  penny  that  his  . 
estate  was  worth,  and  affording  tenant  occupier  as- 
much  room  as  was  possible  .for  making  the  best  bar- 
gain for  himself  ; all  reasonable,  humane  landlords 
in  Ireland  at  once  availed  of  the  idea  ; landlords  not 
only  given  this  opportunity  at  the  time,  but  also 
given  £12,000,000  of  a grant  to  induce  them  to  sell 
to  occupiers  of  Ireland,  and,  to  witness’s  mind,  from 
that  time  the  Cabinet  wished  the  landlords  to  get 
out,  42705. 


Piers  and  Slips  ; Criticism  of  Action  oe 
Congested  Districts  I^oahd. 

For  every  slip  and  pier  they  wanted  the  people  had 
first  to  appeal  to  Congested  Districts  Board,  who  ac- 
knowledged receipts  of  communication,  etc.,  and  then 
considered  what  subscriptions  or  contributions  they 
would  extend  towards  the  work,  if  any;  thare  were 
half  a dozen  slips  most  necessary  to  encourage  fishing 
industry  west  of  Dingle,  and  a dozen  .bridges  were 
required  ; witness  got  resolution  passed  at  last  meet- 
ing of  Kerry  County  Council  for  a most  necessary 
work  outside  Ballymore,  for  the  different  islands,  the 
different  parts  of  Ventry,  for  the  coastguards  at 
Ventry  Harbour,  and  for  the  fishermen  in  Ballymore, 
as  well  as  Dingle  fishermen  ; witness  had  not  an  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  figures,  he  was  in  America  at 
the  time  ; he  had  pointed  out  the  utility  of  this  work 
for  the  fishermen,  and  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
offered  to  pay  half  the  cost  if  local  authorities  were 
willing  to  carry  out  the  work  at  an  expense  of  £150  ; 
about  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago  Mr.  Green  and  Mr. 
Keating,  of  Congested  Districts  Board  and  Fishery 
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BAKER,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 


Board,  came  down  to  Kerry  to  inspect ; it  was  the 
time  Canon  O’Sullivan  was  there ; he  had  taken  up 
the  necessity  of  getting  a deep  water  pier  built ; Con- 
gested Districts  Board  pleased  with  the  idea,  and 
offered  £22,000  for  that  slip,  but  owing  to  difficulty 
of  obtaining  an  approach,  and  indifference  on  part  of 
people,  it  lapsed,  42708. 


Amount  Paid  by  Barony  or  Corkaguiny  in  Re- 
spect of  Railway  and  Harbour  Charges. 

No  good  in  finding  fault  with  Congested  Districts 
Board  in  the  past,  but  witness  would  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  amount  paid  by  the 
Barony  of  Corkaguiny  in  respect  of  railway  and  har- 
bour charges;  total  amount  paid  to  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  in  respect  of  Jen  it  Pier  alone  was 
£19,450  Os.  Id.,  less  amount  received  under  Local 
Government  Act  of  1898  £1,450  16s.  5 d.,  leaving 
total  of  £17,999  4s.  4d.  ; total  amount  paid  to  Great 
Western  Railway  in  respect  of  Farranfore  and  Kill- 
orglin  Railways,  £6,539  19s.  9 d.,  less  under  same 
Act  £644  12s.  5 d.,  leaving  balance  paid  by  barony  of 
£5,895  7s.  4 d.  ; total  paidi  for  Tralee  and  Dingle 
Committee  of  Management,  £55,795  17s.  Id.,  less  re- 
duction of  £11,222  17s.  10d.,  leaving  total  of  £44,572 
Is.  9 d.  ; total  net  amount  paid  to  date  by  Corka- 
guiny Barony  in  respect  of  railway  and  harbour 
charges,  £68,467  11s.  5 d.  ; it  was  a special  year  for 
Dingle  Railway ; -for  past  sixteen  years  rates  had 
averaged  over  2s.  in  the  £,  but  this  year  they  had 
been  brought  down  to  4 d.  in  the  £,  42709. 

Total  Special  Charges  on  Land  and  Buildings  in 
<,  Corkaguiny. 

Total  special  charges  levied  in  Barony  of  Corka- 
guiny on  land  was  5'43s.,  on  buildings  the  general 
rates  were  7s.  6d.,  and  total  rate  7s.  10'33ri.,  which 
would  come  up  to  nearly  13s.  in  the  £,  including 
42709  and  bnidmg8’  since  1903  to  Present  ^e, 


people  were  offered  a paltry  little  item  by  ConeesM 
Districts  Board  to  remove,  or  to  build  out-officea  nr 
dwelling-houses,  it  could  not  be  done  unless  the 
went  out  on  their  own  lands  and  built  there ; they  we/ 
held  responsible  by  Board,  under  Parish  Committed 
system  to  remove  the  manure  heap  at  least  fifteen 
yards  away  from  the  house ; all  more  or  less  in  favour 
of  this,  as  the  district  was  visited  every  season  with 
fever,  whioh  was  an  expense  to  the  rates,  42719  ___ 
Parish  'Committee  scheme  had  been  pretty  well  feiZZ 
up  of  late,  42738— But  County  Kel-ry  had  not  re 
ceived  its  proportionate  assistance  from  Board  in  the 
past,  42741.— Parish  Committees  were  giving  out 
grants  to  encourage  housing  of  the  people;  a man 
builds  a house  with  his  own  horses,  his  own  men  and 
his  own  money ; immediately  the  building  is  erected 
the  supervisor  comes,  and  puts  at  least  £50  on  the 
house ; there  was  a coastguard  station  at  Ballydavid 
with  several  buildings  and  at  least  two  acres  of  best 
land ; this  townland,  buildings  and  land  for  some  of 
them  is  about  £3  10s.,  and  £50  is  put  on  the  unfor 
tunate  fisherman,  who  brings  his  little  means  from  the 
high  seas,  though  he  is  not  afforded  a safe  landing  at 
night  from  Congested  Districts  Board,  42715a 


Land  Purchase. 

The  sum  for  purchase  of  estates  was  £438,000,  and 
£158,464  was  the  amount  for  improvements,  which 
was  added  to  preceding  figure,  42722-3.— When 
estates  were  sold  to  tenants  Board  would  be  reconned 
the  price  paid,  and, 
improvements,  42724. — 

£140,000.  of  land  in  iverry ; tney  desired  to 
buy  much  more,  but  public  authority  ought  not  to 
put  up  price  by  paying  too  much  for  land,  42725.— 
Board  should  be  cautious  not  to  pay  too  much  for 
land,  42726. — They  would!  not  have  bought  land  un- 
less at  a reasonable  price,  42727— Ventry  project  was 
a good  one;  not  the  Board’s  fault  that  it  did  not 
mature,  42728-9. 


> some  extent,  price  paid  for 
Since  1902  Board  bad  bought 


Dingle  Railway. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  Dingle  Railway  was 
brought  on  as  a burden,  now  looked  upon  as  a bene- 
fit ; the  people  knew  nothing  of  railway  work  ; ex- 
perts had  pointed  out  the  utility  of  having  the  line, 
and  whole  thing  was  taken  for  granted ; people 
thought  that  whatever  they  were  told  was  right; 
they  saddled'  themselves  with  a very  heavy  burden 
under  the  Railway  Scheme;  the  contract  was  then 
given,  and  the  passing  of  the  line  was  in  the  hands 
of  Board  of  Works,  with  result  that  they  passed 
curves  which  should  be  five-chain  curves  as  three- 
chain  curves,  42710. 


Complaint  as  to  Operations  of  the  Board. 

Board’s  letters  did  not  oome  up  to  the  mark  placed 
before  them  by  authorities  of  the  county,  43732— 
They  should  have  allowed'  the  money  when  called 
■upon ; county  authorities  and  local  authorities  were 
already  to  saddle  themselves  with  further  responsibi- 
lity m order  to  carry  out  necessary  work ; up  to  time 
of  appointment  of  Sir  T.  Esmonde  County  Kerry 
might  just  as  well  have  been  cut  away  from  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  42733— Up  to  1902  Board  had 
expended  more  on  Kerry  than  any  other  county  for 
sea  works,  42735. 


Price  of  Land  and  Distance  from  Market. 

, k°n£  distance  from  a market  in  remote  districts 
thm  was  not  considered  by  landlord  when  selling 
Lord  Cork  sold  to  his  tenants  in  Cork  at  21-1  years 
purchase;  he  wanted  23' 31  from  his  tenants,  thougl 
it  took  a tenant  farmer  two  days  and  a night  awa- 
from  home,  and  cost  £2,  to  take  his  horse  and  sel 
it  at  Castleisland  fair,  within  his  own  county,  42715a 


Fishing  Industry. 

Mug  industry  in  Ireland  most  essential,  and 
Board  should  make  greater  arrangements  for  deve- 
I oping  it ; safe  landing  places  most  necessary  ; owing 
to  rents  in  Kerry  being  gauged  broadly  on  Griffith's 
valuation  it.  would  be  well  to  have  a revaluation  if 
possible;  climate  had  greatly  changed,  and  land 
worth  £2  at  that  time  was  now  not  worth  more  than 


Absence  of  Industries. 


In  the  absence  of  industries  and  factories  people 
• would  have  to  pay  for  clothing  and  everything  else 

■ down  from  the  market  in  County  Cork  ; they  would 

■ have  to  pay  for  their  meal,  flour,  and  bacon,  their 
horse  cow,  and  sheep  ; even  eggs  and'  butter  would 
have  to  pay  for  themselves  again  until  they  reached 
the  Cork  market,  42715. 


Parish  Committees. 

There  was  no  Parish  Committee  in  Kerry  at  dj 
sent;  there  had  been  one,  42716-7— Peonle  did  n 
seem  to  think  it  was  worth  taking  up,  42718— Horn 
and  villages  in  the  townlands  of  witness’s  distr: 
were  built  m clusters  yearn  ago,  possibly  on  accou 
°f.  thf.  /IW  storms  existing  at  that  time : yar 
now  divided  by  stones  placed  on  edge,  and  when  t 
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Congestion. 

One-sixth  of  the  congested  districts  in  Ireland  was 
m Kerry,  and  for  a long  time  the  county  had  been 
neglected ; generally  speaking  the  county  was 
mountainous  ; there  was  extreme  congestion,  and  there 
was  practically  no  untenanted  land  to  be  divided, 


Land  Purchase  in  Kerry. 

Something  could  be  done  by  purchase  of  estates, 
improvement  of  the  land  and  improvement  ‘of  the 
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borne  42743: — The  Board  had  not  purchased  many 
estates  in  Kerry;  they  were  always  willing  to  do 
everything  in  their  power,  but  landlords  would  not  sell, 
42770— V entry  Estate  was  large  and  fairly  con- 
aested  : two  or  three  alternative  proposals  for  purchase 
had  been  made;  one  was  to  give  such  a price  as, 
with  the  bonus,  would  amount  to  landlords  average 
net  income,  taken  over  any  period  he  liked— ten  or 
fifteen  years  ; offer  was  also  made  to  allow  price  to  be 
fixed  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  because  it  was 
impossible  for  individual  tenants  to  purchase  holdings 
c0  scattered,  or  holdings  where  five  or  six  men  were 
ioint  tenants  on  a valuation  of  £5,  as  in  the  Cooms 
district,  42772-3.— Witness  would  do  everything  m 
his  power  to  prevent  estate  being  sold,  except  through 
Congested  Districts  Board ; the  old  village  community 
existed  in  parts  of  the  district;  houses  were  to  be 
found  clustered  together;  they  were  a hot-bed  of 
disease,  and  it  would  be  a scandal  to  allow  estates 
to  be  sold  in  that  condition,  42774-5.— Board  had 
bought  one  estate  at  Killorglin,  and  were  at  work 
on  another  estate  at  Glenbeigh ; their  work  was  ex- 
cellent ; in  the  worst  part  of  Connaught  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  equal  condition  of  people  in 
Cromane,  on  the  Ventry  Estate;  their  houses  were 
a disgrace  to  civilisation ; in  Cromane  Upper  there 
were  ninety-five  holdings,  population  of  472,  and 
valuation  of  £69,  or  2s.  lOd.  per  head ; in  Killorglin 
Electoral  Division  there  was  a population  of  1,697, 
and  valuation  of  £691,  or  8s.  Id.  per  head,  42776. 

In  Donegal,  Connaught  and  Kerry  there  was  not  a 
townland  to  equal  the  condition  of  Cromane,  42778.— 
Board  had  bought  the  Rea  Estate  just  outside  Killor- 
glin ; they  had  done  all  they  could,  which  was  very 
little,  as  they  were  circumstanced,  42777. — The  Wynne 
Estate,  in  Glenbeigh,  had  also  been  purchased  by  the 
Board,  42778. — Mahony  Estate  at  Dooks  was  to  be 
offered  to  the  Board  ; it  was  near  Cromane,  and  was 
in  almost  as  bad  a condition,  42789. — It  was  in  run- 
dale,  and  the  tenants  all  owed  arrears ; the  following 
prices  for  estates  purchased  showed  the  reductions 
made: — Oil  the  Denny  Estate,  purchased  under  the 
Ashbourne  Act,  one  man’s  rent  was  £48,  annuity  £12  ; 
another,  rent  £50,  annuity  £14 ; reduction  was 
generally  from  70  to  75  per  cent.  ; in  other  cases  the 
rent  was  £21,  annuity  £7,  and  rent  £14,  annuity 
£3  10s.  ; the  old  rents  were  extremely  high,  and  the 
present  annuities  were  quite  high  enough,  42790-2. — 
The  following  were  typical  of  replies  from  landlords  : — 
One  letter  from  Trinity  College,  signed  by  Dr.  Traill, 
said  that  the  agent  had  full  directions  as  to  terms  of 
sale,  that  the  number  of  years’  purchase  did  not 
concern  the  tenants,  as  they  had  no  money  where- 
with to  purchase ; that  all  they  were  concerned  with 
was  the  reduction  in  the  present  rents  when  they  were 
changed  into  instalments  to  the  State,  a present  being 
made  to  them  of  the  fee-simple  of  their  farms  ; that 
all  offers  must  be  within  the  zones  prescribed  by  Act 
of  1903  ; that  terms  of  purchase  under  former  Acts 
were  irrelevant,  as  no  such  terms  were  ever  offered 
to  tenants  under  those  Acts  as  were  offered  under  Mr. 
Wyndham’s  Act ; the  above  was  a specimen  of  the 
treatment  tenants  had  met  with,  the  difficulty  being 
worse  in  congested  than  in  richer  districts ; Trinity 
College  took  about  £10,000  out  of  Kerry ; it  was 
direct  landlord  of  a considerable  portion,  and  also 
head  landlord,  with  middle  landlords  intervening  in 
other  places ; one  case  in  which  there  were  seven  ; 
witness  could  not  say  what  proportion  of  the  gross 
rents  Trinity  College  took,  42793-800. — In  Lord 
Ventrv’s  case',  his  reply  simply  put  the  tenants  aside, 
42801.' 


Fair  Rents,  Arrears. 

Rents  on  the  Ventry  Estate  had  not  been  lowered 
through  operation  of  the  I.and  Act  of  1881  ; in  re- 
mote districts  tenants  did  not  so  readily  go  into 
court  as  in  districts  where  they  appreciated  the  value 
of  Acts,  and  for  a number  of  years  Lord  Ventry  did 
r.ot  collect  his  rents  harshly ; while  Captain 
De  Moleyns  was  agent  no  threats  as  to  arrears  were 
used,  and  in  many  cases  a gale’s  rent  was  accepted 
for  a year’s  rent,  with  the  result  that  many  were 
still  without  any  abatements  under  Act  of  1881 ; at 
the  present  time  350  tenants  had  served  notice  to  have 
fair  rents  fixed,  because  there  was  a different  agent, 
and  the  year’s  rent  would  now  be  collected  within 
the  year,  42778. — It  was  doubtful  if  anybody  knew 
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under  what  system  the  rents  had  previously  been  col- 
lected; they  would  take  anything  they  got;  receipts 
such  as  the  following  were  common— “ Received, 
October  12th,  1904,  from  representatives  of  Cornelius 
Brian  and  sons,  out  of  holding  at  Loghart,  the  sum 
of  £5  10a.,  being  half  year’s  rent  due  to  Lord  Ventry, 
up  to  and  ending  the  1st  November  1899;  cash 
£4  13s.  6 d.,  temporary  allowance  16s.  ; the  repre- 
sentative of  tenant  was  aged  65  ; he  had  applied  to 
have  his  own  name  put  in,  but  the  agent  would  not 
do  it ; witness  did  not  know  whv ; there  was  another 
receipt  where  six  men  had  a holding  of  £5  10s.  valua- 
tion  ; they  got  a joint  receipt,  42?78-81—Th.  following 
instance  was  an  average  one  of  rent  compared  with 
valuation  : — John  Tretton,  poor  law  valuation  £4  5s., 
rent  £8  5s.,  and  the  rent  before  1872  was  £1  8s. ; it 
was  not  a judicial  rent,  42782-3.— Great  majority  of 
the  Ventry  tenants  did  not  go  into  court ; hundreds 
had  become  future  tenants  through  operation  of  Act 
of  1887  ; arrears  should  not  keep  a man  out  of  court ; 
but  the  agent  asked  for  arrears  whenever  a man  was 
going  into  court ; the  tenant  could  not  pay  them, 
and,  therefore,  did  not  go  into  court,  42784. — The  law 
allowed  a tenant  to  have  a fair  rent  fixed  irrespective 
of  what  he  owed  as  arrears,  but  if  he  wished  to  do 
si  the  landlord  could  sue  for  arrears;  if  the  case 
was  fought  out  there  might  perhaps  be  a stay  of 
proceedings,  42785-6.— There  were  various  ways  in- 
which  a man’s  being  in  arrears  would  prevent  him 
going  into  court ; without  any  actual  threat  there  was 
a hazy  belief  about  that  if  a man  went  into  court 
his  arrears  would  be  enforced,  42788. — Witness  could 
give  other  instances  where  the  valuation  was  about 
half  the  rent  in  the  Castlegregory  district,  42788.— 
A temporary  reduction  of  about  3s.  in  the  £ was 
always  given,  though  witness  knew  of  cases  where  it 
had  been  withdrawn ; in  Castlegregory  district  there 
was  a case,  of  four  men  being  joint  tenants  of  a 
holding ; value  of  holdings  in  this  district  could  be 
ascertained  by  number  of  milch  cows  they  would 
carry ; in  case  referred  to,  for  eleven  milch  cows  there 
was  a rent  of  £65 — £6  a cow — an  impossible  rent ; 
in  Cloghane  also  the  rent  was  twice  the  valuation, 
42789. 

Fishing  Industry. 


Fishing  industry,  if  properly  developed,  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  county ; Dingle  Bay  was 
excellent,  so  were  Cahirciveen  and  Dingle  Harbours, 
and  there  were  excellent  fishermen  all  along  the  coast ; 
the  district  included  one-seventh  of  all  the  fishermen 
in  Ireland,  and  one-seventh  of  the  value  of  the  fish  ; 
amount  of  fish  caught  by  Irish  boats  and  landed  in 
Ireland  was  not  naif  a million  for  the  year,  42743-6. — 
In  Scotland  the  value  was  about  £2,500,000,  but  there 
boats  and  landing  places  were  considerably  better  than 
those  in  Ireland  ; Congested  Districts  Board  might 
give  better  facilities,  either  by  loans  or  free  grants, 
to  men  who  were  ready  to  take  boats  and  work  them  ; 
men  in  the  Cromane  district  had  got  some  boats,  and 
were  doing  well ; in  Dingle  the  fishermen  had  got  on 
exceedingly  well ; they  were  careful  and  hard-worlcing, 
l.mt'  the  same  might  be  said  of  all  the  men  round  the 
coast;  if  they  were  to  get  on  it  was  by  devising  some 
means  whereby  they  could  get  boats,  nets,  training 
where  necessary,  and  facilities  for  sending  fish  to. 
market,  42746. 


Question  or  an  Inland  Market  for  Fish. 

The  Dingle  fishermen  desired  to  find  a market  inland 
for  their  fish;  the  Congested  Districts  Board  said 
they  were  not  able  to  provide  it ; possibly  the  reason 
for  sending  the  fish  away  was  that  prices' were  higher 
than  inland,  42747. — "Witness  doubted  the  fact  of  there 
being  no  inland  markets ; he  saw  tons  of  fish  going 
from  Ireland  to  England  by  the  Rosslare  route, 
almost  every  week ; some  of  it  went  to  Queens- 
town  and  Bantrv,  and  witness  believed  that  an 
industry  could  be  developed  in.  home  markets, 
42748-9. — There  might  be  some  central  organisation  in 
a county  like  Kerry  which  would  ensure  a constant 
supply  to  dealers  in  Cork,  Dublin,  etc.  ; if  that  could 
be  done  there  would  be  a considerable  trade  to  inland 
towns,  42750-1.-— Kerry  institutions  bargained  for 
Irish  fish  in  their  contracts ; witness  could  not  say  aa 
ti  the  asylum,  Dr.  .Mangan,  the  Chairman,  would  ueo 
to  that,  42752-3.— The  best  of  everything  was  exported  ; 
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witness  desired  to  enlarge  the  market  in  Ireland ; 
there  were  young  men  ready  and  willing  to  work, 
and  every  encouragement  and  facility  should  be  given 
them,  42755-8. 

Boats. 

Larger  boats  were  needed ; the  Scotchmen  and  the 
Manxmen  took  the  fish  from  their  doors ; witness  had 
no  objection  to  their  coming,  but  he  would  rather 
that  the  Kerrymen  could  take  their  own  fish,  42759. — 
It  was  a question  of  money  ; say  a boat  cost  £300, 
and  it  was  possible  to  get  £100  as  a free  grant  and 
£200  as  a loan,  at  a low  rate  of  interest,  many  fisher- 
men would  avail  of  that  scheme,  42760. — One  hundred 
years  ago  Kerry  was  the  scene  of  a big  herring  fishery, 
and  the  traditions  were  not  lost,  42761. — It  would  be 
an  advantage,  if  the  Board  were  to  station  a resident 
fishing  superintendent  on  the  Kerry  coast,  and  it 
might  also  be  possible  to  establish  a boat-building 
industry  in  some  part  of  Kerry,  42762. 


Decline  in  Fishing. 

Value  of  fish  caught  at  present  in  Kerry  seas  was 
£60,000 ; if  fishing  were  developed  that  figure  would 
multiply  by  ten;  the  men  could  follow  the  fish  if 
they  had  boats,  42763. — Decline  in  fishing  was  caused 
partly  by  fish  ceasing  to  come,  and  partly  by  decrease 
in  population  ; no  county  where  population  had  de- 
creased so  much  as  in  Kerry ; in  fifty  years  Donegal 
had  sent  away  201,000,  Mayo,  164,000,  and  Kerry 
^o^°'-rrra-  greab  many  of  the  fishermen  had  gone, 
42764.— Witness  did  not  know  whether  population 
would  have  gone  if  fishing  had  continued  to  pav ; 
until  recently  the  Kerry  boats  were  canoes,  and  did 
not  go  far  from  shore,  42765. 

Poor  Rates  in  Dingle- 

Rates  in  Dingle  varied  from  9s.  lid.  to  11s.  Ad. 
for  the  town  ; there  was  a population  of  2,000,  and 
there  was  neither  light  nor  water,  nor  sewage,  42765-7. 
—It  took  m a small  part  of  the  rural  district,  but  it 
was  not  that  that  made  the  rate  so  high;  the  pauper 
statistics  were  even  worse  ; all  over  the  county  an 

WUS  ?aid  for  poor  relie£  i it  was 
the  worst  of  the  congested  areas,  42768-9. 

Housing  Question— Needs  of  Small  Occupiers. 
Although  many  labourers’  cottages  had  been  built, 
nr  JL'If6  flU  m 3>874  houses  of  the  fourth 

houses  of  ST  : m DNugle  UlUOn  there  were  twelve 
Jle  TT°f- one.1foorn>  Wlth  seven  in  the  room  ; in  Ken- 
Serer(?“?n.*heJe  "ecVten  such  houses  with  seven  in 
“ i,  *1?'  in  Tralee  Lnion  there  were  twenty-nine 
L, fcKi”gh  ’ ar-  twenty-three  with  nine  in  the  room  ; 
in  Kiuarney  Union  there  were  forty-eight  with  eight 

4280ie  rw>  ’ houses  sh°uld  all  be  swept  away 

42801.  ^ it  ness  did  not  know,  but  thought 

if  theic,  •>»««»“»«  is 

so.  42803-5— If  “facilities1^™  h“d  “°”hore  el*  to 

plan,  and  dSwiS?  a,al,alk  " «>■  matter  of 
insist  that  the  pelnle  Pt'a°n.E°“ld  *fl»rwanis 

o-hioh  conld  notbe  done  2 „i"ep  *aU, 

nnoh  place,  to  keep,  42805  — rJfSf.  thef  had 

the  small  occupier  did  most  of  H l1Svrlcte  spoken  of 
™ not  much  of  a disti„cU»hi2Lla?“r'  ‘here 
would  he  fair  to  rive  the  aim.  .5  8.cIaas>  ‘berefore  it 
" labourer,  : ^ss  m„“y  woSdT6”8  *■  th'M  ™» 
should  be  wasted  on  too  ■ b q“lred  i done 

tape,  42806-10— The  tnS!>*ctlon  “nd  red 

for  their  people  .t ‘sT It  T’000 
■ ottage  schemes  were  carried  labourers’ 

interest,  with  10s.  sinking  f™?d  “L"  23  P0r  cent. 

» on  the  district;  fh.  rate  might™  “ 
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the  £ under  the  new  Act,  42811-4. — Only  men  who 
had  less  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  could  set 
an  allotment  or  improvement  of  houses ; terms  of 
Board  of  Works  loans  were  impossible  for  small 
occupiers,  42815-6 — Also,  under  the  Labourers  Acts  36 
per  cent,  was  remitted,  and  balance  of  expenditure 
was  divided  between  occupier  and  local  authority 
42818-9.— In  Dingle  Union,  with  a valuation  nf 
£23,000,  100  cottages  could  be  built  for  a pennv  in 
the  £,  under  the  recent  Act,  42820.— Not  necessarily 
the  same  finance  as  in  the  Labourers  Acts,  but  some 
thing  similar  should  be  applied  to  the  small  occupier  • 
money  should  be  lent  at  same  rate  of  interest,  42821.— 

Parish  Committees. 

The  Parish  Committee  would  not  be  sufficient  bv 
itself,  42824.— Parish  Committees  had  done  good  work  ■ 
Killorglin  had  had  one  for  three  or  four  years  • had 
had  grants  of  £60  and  £80,  and  was  now  getting  £250  • 
witness  had  tried  to  induce  western  district  to  take  up 
Parish  Committee,  but  had  not  been  so  successful  as  he 
would  like  ; tenants  v/ith  arrears  would  not  make  im- 
provements, because  they  might  be  turned  out  but 
peasant  proprietors,  with  a feeling  of  security,  would 
take  up  Parish  Committee  schemes,  42824-5. 

Minerals. 

There  was  an  old  lead  quarry  near  Castlemaine ; a 
sample  °f  rock  had  been  assayed,  and  gave  90  per  cent 
of  lead  as  result;  quartz  containing  gold  had  also 
been  found  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Laune  ; coal  and 
iron  mines  were  worked  in  Glencar  about  150  years 
ago,  42827.  J 

Lime. 

There  was  a great  deal  of  limestone  in  Kerry,  but 
not  much  in  Dingle  ; when  estates  were  purchased  un- 
cev eloped  limestone  quarries  should  be  secured  and 
e tamed  for  benefit  of  the  public  ; some  large  general 
scheme  for  getting  lime  in  various  parts  of  the  country 

^3onlT49fRofebeSrt-thingS  that  COuld  be  done  for  the 
Yas  essential  for  agricultural 
i W1S  dlfhcu!t, to  8et  14  ^ some  parts  of 
JAerry , the  land  was  perishing  for  want  of  it,  42828-9 
• to  8U?pl7  lime  to  farmers  at  the  cheapest 
y,>u!d  be  ?se£uI ; the  Board  should  make 
no  profit,  in  fact  should  be  prepared  for  a loss  for 

S^u5T":  th,at’  wh'“  ‘he  PeoPle  »»  0» 

dWi+Ug  of  Jj’  th®  loss  might  be  lessened,  42830-2. 
—Witness  could  undertake  that  farmers  would  buy  a 
certam  quanfaty  at  a fixed  price  for  three  years,  if 
of  li™  T1®  SUppl'ed  under  its  value,  42833.— Price 
barrete  but  fuf  ,ately'owned,  quarries  was  Is.  6 d.  a 
42834  ’ barre  was  iarger  than  other  barrels, 

Mountain  Grazing. 

er^zin2°rTvht0L  h16  ,mountains  there  was  very  good 
S i tb‘be  top  i Hetks  the  grazing  w.s 

the  l communal  grasing;  some  parts  of 

42835-9.  eCe  va£ue£ess  ’or  grazing  purposes. 

Re-afforestation. 

a.laree  9»«tion  in  Kerr;  ; if  the 
difficulty  • wifna?n^aie  proPert;y  there  might  be  some 

»7d.ficX  fs  to  i ‘ init  "1“  the"  W“ld  le 

mio-ht  affprtf'fUrt  to  grazing ; the  western  breezes 
ShbourhfLh  ,ttgr°W  hffi0-f  the  trees ! no  one  in  the 
opinion,  42841-2.  **  sufficiently  expert  to  give  an 

Industries. 

veloSfSiJiJ.f'*8  Board  had  »»‘  started  or  de- 
that  there ^wa^no’la^d^  I.:ie?IPed  necessary,  seeing 
associated  with  LiSnv"  dms““!  • theT  tbonld  be 
butter,  bacon,  eg™  *^d  wlt?  the  Iand’ 

ported  linen  to  vSi'e  “ £60 00?°  “i”8  4 T 

Of  looms  at  work  the,,  . j°i,  ’ there  were  hundreds 
three  times  what  it  "s'  „ “d  ‘ 2 P°PuIltion  was  nearly 
the  old  looms  remainii— T ' th're  "!<®e  a f«* 
be  diffioult,  conlidlrinf  1;  *h“  industry  would 

had  disappeared  tbe  j,aPs®  of  time ; the  looms 

stuff,  but  the  linear,  D“i  the  introduction  of  shop 

Navigation  Act’ ami  had  b“” 

Act  and  other  laws  since  1750 ; the  laws 
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had  been  there  long  enough  to  destroy  the  industry ; 
It  was  a fallacy  that  Irishmen  were  not  capable  of 
development,  and  of  becoming  industrial  experts ; 
some  of  the  finest  brains  and  muscles  were  to  be  found 
in  remote  glens  ; but  the  brains  were  going  away,  and 
were  to  be  found  all  over  America ; the  head  of 
Armour’s  in  Chicago  was  a Kerry  man  ; in  the  old 
days  flax  was  grown  for  all  home  purposes  ; witness 
was  a farmer’s  son,  and,  as  a child,  had  seen  flax 
sown,  worked,  etc.,  and  had  done  the  work  himself ; 
there  were  traces  of  cultivation  all  over  the  mountains, 
where  no  one  would  think  of  cultivating  now ; not 
only  flax,  but  cultivation  of  various  kinds ; if  there 
were  no  industries  it  would  be  found  that  it  was  owing 
to  the  treatment  Ireland  had  received  ; if  England 
would  but  give  bounties  to  make  good  the  removal  of 
brains  and  money  ; it  would  not  be  difficult  to  get  a 
start  even  now,  if  Ireland  had  control  of  her  own 
revenues,  42842-54. 

Scheduling  Non-scheduled  Divisions. 

There  was  a strong  desire  among  the  non-scheduled 
divisions  to  be  scheduled  as  congested  ; there  were  two 
or  three  in  witness’s  barony  ; District  Council  had 
passed  a resolution,  and  had  asked  witness  to  present 
it,  42854. 


O’FLAHERTY,  Mr.  TIMOTHY. 

Reclamation  op  Waste  Land. 

One  quarter  of  land  in  Dingle  Rural  District  was 
approaching  primitive  state;  by  proper  outlay  on 
drainage,  sub-soiling,  and  fencing  it  could  be  re- 
claimed and  converted  into  homesteads ; if  only  these 
improvements  were  carried  into  effect  Dingle  Rural 
District  would  be  able  to  maintain  double  present 
population. 

Population,  Area,  Valuation. 

Population  in  Kerry  in  1841  was  293,880,  now  re- 
duced to  165,000,  42855. — Dingle  Rural  District  com- 
prised twenty  electoral  divisions,  gross  area  of  126,459 
statute  acres,  population  of  18,274,  and  valuation  of 
£23,811,  average  area  6-9  acres,  and  valuation  £1*3 
to  each  unit  of  population  ; four  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sions non-congested  ; only  two  susceptible  of  improve- 
ment; town  of  Dingle  in  1821  had  population  of 
4,538 ; now  reduced  to  1,786,  42864. 

Pishing  Industry. 

Fleet  of  twelve  boats  in  Gastlegregory  district  in 
1841 ; now  not  one  boat  there ; people  mostly  lived 
by  fishing  then ; they  were  not  confined'  to  very 
narrow  strip  of  land ; it  was  the  most  important  fish- 
ing station  of  its  day,  and  if  it  were  encouraged  the 
country  would  not  be  congested  at  all,  42864.— A 
district  whose  inhabitants  depended  to  a great  ex- 
tent on  fishing  necessarily  required  facilities  in  the 
way  of  new  piers,  repairs  to  existing  ones,  suitable 
boats,  and  fishing  gear  to  enable  industry  to  be 
carried  out  with  profit  to  those  engaged  in  it,  which 
ni  the  absence  of  capital  becomes  an  impossibility ; 
State  grants  or  loans  at  a low  rate  of  interest  become 
indispensable,  42858. 


Afforestation. 

As  regarded  plantations,  the  district  was  in  a 
out  an  absolute  state  of  nudity;  trunks  of  trees  an 
remains  of  forests  to  be  found  beneath,  and  sometimi 
projecting  above,  the  surface  of  bogs  and  on  tl 
coast  line;  owing  to  proximity  of  the  Corkaguir 
peninsula  to  the  Atlantic,  the  exposure  often  cause 
injury  to  agricultural  produce,  if  not  total  destru 
al4  “s  a consequence,  impoverishment  of  tho: 
gaged  in  it;  thousands  of  acres  of  glens  and  moui 
Pre?ent  of  no  practical  value,  could,  l 
afforestation  be  converted  into  sources  of  nrofit  ar 
V7J  Pf°^r¥  a?d  nniversai  sanitary  agency',  42855.- 
of  r,noh  tle  *?d  was  now  in  pasturage;  beyond  lii 
afford  * Tfage  therS  £°?ld  be  P^ations  which  won 
scar,;  • ?ecessar7 , shelter ; fuel  was  getting  vei 
afford ’+^1?  W°ul,d  aff°rd  fu?':  People  could  m 

fortv  buy  coa  ’ a.nci  would  have  to  go  thirty  < 

were  rvm  aWfLy  lf  there  were  no  trees>  42857.— Boi 
were  running  short,  42858 
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Floods. 

Extensive  localities  within  the  peninsula  rendered 
valueless  by  flooding  from  tides  and  rivers;  one-third 
of  Castlegregory  townland  submerged  during  spring 
tides ; witness  in  his  young  days  saw  excellent 
crops  of  hay,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  mangolds  pro- 
duced where  now  only  seagull  or  snipe  found  a home ; 
tenantry  were  able  to  temporarily  ward  off  destructive 
agencies  whilst  they  had  cheap  labour  at  their  com- 
mand, but,  owing  to  high  rate  of  wages  arising  from 
scarcity  of  day  labourers,  as  result  of  emigration,, 
temporary  embankments  had  to  be  abandoned,  etc., 
with  consequence  of  periodical  submerging  of  a pro- 
ductive tract  of  country;  similar  condition  prevailed 
in  other  localities  throughout  barony,  42858. 


Matters  needing  Improvement. 

Tillage  had  of  late  years  so  alarmingly  declined 
from  scarcity  of  manual  labour  that  localities  were 
all  matted  over  with  moss  and  stunted  grass. — Pro- 
gress of  the  district  was  obstructed  by  law  declaring 
illegal  the  making  of  roads  to  turbary  or  bogs,  ana 
to  graveyards,  as  well  as  roads  that  came  under 
designation  of  cul-de-sac ; law  should  be  either  radi- 
cally altered  or  obliterated  from  Statute  Book. — 
Bridges  in  many  localities  within  Dingle  Rural  Dis- 
trict had  become  absolutely  indispensable,  42858. 


Parish  Committees. 

Increase  in  grants  and  an  extension  of  operations 
of  these  useful  bodies  became  indispensable  deside- 
rata; funds  allocated  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
in  aid  of  improving  dwellings  of  the  poor  as  well  as 
of  the  occupation  of  land  could  not  be  devoted  to 
more  worthy  purposes;  alteration  for  the  better  in 
condition  and  appearance  of  lowly  homes  in  Castle- 
gregory dispensary  district,  where  grant  had  been 
availed  of ; productive  of  incalculable  amount  of  good 
if  grant  in  question  had  been  extended  to  holdings, 
of  higher  valuation  than  those  to  which  it  was  at 
present  restricted;  village  of  Kilshanny  was  more 
like  an  African  village  than  anything  else;  grant  in 
Castlegregory  district  was  £175  a year  from  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  and  the  tillage  was  now  wholly 
renovated,  42858. 


Limestone. 

There  was  mountain  limestone  at  Magheries  which 
had  never  been  turned  to  any  use  ; if  there  were  lime- 
kilns there  it  would  afford  enough  lime  for  whole  dis- 
trict; there  was  a good  road  leading  to  the  place,  and 
nothing  was  more  necessary  to  improve  marshy  and 
boggy  land  than  lime;  if  it  were  availed  of  it  would 
not  only  be  a source  of  profit  to  those  on  whose  land 
it  existed,  but  to  farmers  of  the  district  who  could 
make  use  of  it,  42858. — Road  had  been  made  to  enable 
people  to  get  the  lime,  42859. — Want  of  energy  and 
lack  of  fuel  prevented  people  from  getting  it,  42861. — 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  arranged  to  set  up  lime- 
kilns and  get  lime  burned ; it  would  benefit  the  whole 
country,  42862. — No  men  with  capital  in  the  locality, 
42863. — Extensive  trade  had  been  carried  on  in  1821 
with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France  in  linen,  cattle, 
hides,  butter,  fish,  and  eggs;  Dingle  imported  wines, 
brandy,  and  tobacco,  and  exported  linen  to  value  of 
£60,000  in  1750 ; now  linen  industry  was  scarcely  a 
matter  of  history  even,  42864. 


Congested  Districts  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  more  good 
than  all  other  Boards ; witness  would  be  very  sorry 
to  see  powers  limited  in  any  way;  he  would  rather 
see  them  extended;  several  improvements  required; 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  been  very  liberal ; they 
could  have  done  more,  but  they  could  not  be  expected 
to  do  everything  all  at  once,  42864. — There  should  be 
a member  for  Kerry  elected  on  Congested  Districts 
Board,  42865-6. — Could  be  nominated  by  the  Countv 
Council ; very  practical  people  in  Kerry,  42868. 

3 k 
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Improvement  op  Dingle  Pier. 

Pier  in  Dingle  needed  improvement  badly;  har- 
bour shallow  and  getting  silted,  and  required  dredg- 
ing very  much;  addition  to  pier  would  be  of  great 
value;  too  narrow,  also  rather  short;  double  the 
business  could  be  done  if  it  were  improved,  42869, 
42873. — Harbour  Board  had  charge  of  pier ; they 
levied  dues,  42870-1. — Dues  in  Dingle  not  heavy ; 
the  place  was  small,  and  unless  they  got  aid  they 
would  not  be  able  to  make  improvement  themselves; 
no  money  left,  42872. 


In  an  impoverished  place  like  Dingle  they  could 
not  afford  to  spend  extra  rates;  if  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  came  to  their  aid  with  the  charge  that 
would  be  made  for  waterworks,  which  were  absolutely 
necessary;  not  a drop  of  fresh  water  near  town  at 
Magheries  ; Congested  Districts  Board  had  'been  asked 
■some  time  ago  to  send  an  expert  to  discover  water, 
because  there  was  a spring  of  fresh  water  oozing  up 
on  the  beach;  this  water  was  covered  at  high  tides; 
it  was  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  village; 
population  of  which  was  about  230,  and  population 
of  the  Magheries  about  600;  desirable  to  discover 
source  of  spring  water,  42873-4. 


MCCARTHY,  Mr.  CHARGES  J. 

Experience  op  Witness. 

Witness  was  County  Instructor  for  Kerry,  and  had 
been  •asked  to  give  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture  on  the  working  of  th©  agricul- 
tural scheme  in  the  county ; witness  was  an- 
pomted  on  October  1st,  and  spent  first  fort- 
night examining  into  the  wants  of  each 
locality ; his  headquarters  were  in  Tralee ; he 
Qpanty  Cork  man  and  was  appointed 
by  Committee  of  Agriculture,  subject  to  ap- 
proval of  Department  of  Agriculture;  witness  had 
had  twelve  years  experience  working  on  his  father’s 
tlim  three  years  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Science  m Dublin,  42877-80,  43053  — Wit- 
428^y^2886^7.  ^ agricnltural  instructor  for  Kerry, 


Agricultural  Instruction.— Lectures,  Demon- 

stration and  Experiment  Plots. 

CooSTn^Jn  of  fie  whole 

1^,.co‘°Pted  serai- 

S agnonltansts  who  were  not  Conn- 

cillors , the  scheme  of  instruction  in  agriculture  in- 
duded  appointment  of  an  instructor,  whose  duty  it 
was,  during  the  winter  months,  to  deliver  a series  of 
lectures  at  night  upon  agricultural  topics  ; dur,ng 
the  daytime  demonstrations  were  given  on  settlinf 
dizains  'better  methods  of  cultivation,  fixing  of  pS 
S'+fr(pl0t!«Were  kld  d(nra’  of  seed  taken 

and  SOime  T.of  tlie  lectures  based  on  them 

S77a7d°tbntPfPle  th?U:g';ht  ae  lectuxes  were  of  no 
use,  and  that  too  much  time  was  spent  on  them  • 

W?  T l ksted  fou:r  months, Tnd  during^, 
demonstration  and  experiment  plots  were^aid 
down,  where  seeds  and  manures  could  be  tested  the 
following  year;  a demonstration,  properly  raroied 

-ThLe  ha7heif ' 3 g,fat  deaI 

pioneer 

bad  the  land  T,,n<-  f001'  , ^ did  not  matter  how 

oaa  tne  land  was  for  a demonstration  plot  if  it  w 
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throughout  the  county,  fifty-six  of  them 
gested  districts,  42888.— The  difference  'between  ,0?' 
monstration  and  an  experiment  plot  was  that  it 
experiment  plot  the  ground  must  be  accuratelv 
veyed,  the  seeds  or  manures  analysed,  and  tbe  ? 
duce  weighed  and  an  exact  account  of  it  t,iti?°; 
at  tho  end  of  4he  yezr;  it  entailed  1 ££$£» 
amount  of  work,  and'  witness  could  not  have  ™ 
than  twenty  experiment  plots  in  the  county  berate 
season  was  so  short;  the  demonstration  blot  » 
manured  according  to  instructor’s  methods,  and  12 
usually  established  near  a chapel  or  some  puWk 
place,  where  people  could  see  it  as.  they  passed  h? 
experiment  plot  had  to  be  selected  in  pkces  wWl 
wSf  'an.  intelligent  farmer  who  would  h5 
42889.— Experiment  plot  was  for  information  of  k 
s tractor,  Department,  and  the  country;  dmonstw 
tion  plot  was  an  example  of  what  could  be  done  & 
adopting  some  of  the  manurial  systems  lech,™! 
about,  42890-1.— Witness  had  tried'  wSng  deS 
stratum  plot  through  a small  holder,  but  had  not 
been  m the  district  long  enough  to  obtain  results- 
as  regards  its  being  more  effective  than  when  worked 
by  the  instructor,  plot  was  worked  by  witness  and 
farmer  together ; it  was  always  on  the  fanner’s  nW 
42904-7.— The  average  attendance  at  witness's*  lee’ 
turns  for  the  whole  county  was  102 ; Dingle  average 
attendance,  184-65;  Kenmare,  110-33.— Lecturi 
lasted  forty  minutes,  and  then  there  was  a discus- 
sion of  an  hour  and  a half’s  duration,  questions  were 
asked  during  discussions,  and  the  discussions  were 
perhaps,  more  valuable  than  the  lectures ; as  a rule 
each  lecture  resulted  in  establishing  either  a demon- 
stration or  experiment  plot,  42908-10.— Fifteen  lec- 
tures were  delivered  in  Dingle  Rural  District;  no 
lectures  were  delivered  in  towns  or  big  villages 
42911.— Dingle  Rural  District  included  practically 
the  whole  peninsula ; there  were  five  centres  for  lec- 
tures (held  in  National  Schools)  ; Ventry,  Anas- 
oaul,  Castlegregory,  Cloghane,  and  Lispole;  three 
lectures  were  delivered  at  each  centre,  the  same  men 
came  to  each  of  the  three  lectures,  and  would  come 
again  in  some  places ; there  were  six  rural  districts 
m the  whole  county ; instructor  had  to  spend  three 
weeks  on  the  lecturing  tour  in  each  district,  42912-7. 

Work  or  Witness’s  Assistants. 

Area  under  instructor  was  the  whole  of  Kerry,  and 
since  9th  May  he  was  also  responsible  fox  the  con- 
gested districts  of  West  Cork  ; witness  had  five  assis- 
tants, and  a sixth  coming,  42892-3.— It  would  be  de- 
sirable if  someone  were  appointed  in  each  peninsula 
specially  for  agricultural  work  ; at  present  there  was 
such  a person  in  each  rural  district ; the  five  assis- 
tants specially  worked  the  congested'  districts ; they 
did  not  lecture ; they  supplied  good  seeds,  manures, 
£?SS  Seed  mi.xtures,  etc.,  at  less  than  half  price, 
assistants  were  supplied  this  year,  for 
the  first  time,  by  the  Department,  and  all  expenses 
were  paid  by  the  Department,  42959.— Witness  would 
like  to  have  assistants  located  in  a centre  in  each 
peninsula  to  work  all  round  that  centre,  one  in 
Dingle,  another  in  Cahiroiveen,  and  another  at  Ken- 
mare to  work  th©  Kenmare  peninsula,  43038. — At 
present  they  were  so  arranged  that  their  headquar- 
ters were  in  the  places  mentioned  ; the  arrangement 
w.as  similar  to  that  in  Mayo  and  in  the  poorer  parts 
of  Donegal ; the  instructors  were  not  exactly  itine- 
rant instructors,  they  were  provided  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  this  was  toe  first  year  in  which  there  had 
been  a certain  number  of  instructors  resident  in  defi- 
nite headquarters,  43039-46. — The  assistants  were  at 
Px?11*’  devoting  special  attention  to  spraying, 
42962-4. — They  also  gave  general  instruction  in  me- 
thods of  cultivation,  42964. 

Imported  Seeds. 

There  was  a great  want  of  good  seeds  in  the  wes- 
tern part  of  the  county ; about  three-fourths  of  the 
demonstration  plots  were  under  seeds  alone,  so  as  to 
show  toe  people  the  good  effect  of  imported  seeds  as 
against  'home-grown  seeds,  42893.— The  people  knew 
it,  but  did  not  know  how  to  get  the  seeds,  and  could 
'a®OIX^  42894-5. — The  advantage  of  the  demon- 

stration was  that  people  could  buy  imported  seeds  one 
year,  save  toe  seed  from  that  for  th©  following  year> 
and  change  about  once  in  two  years ; that  was  not 
■a  common  practice;  generally  toe  seed  was  taken 
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from  tlie  old  potatoes  year  after  year,  42896-8. — One 
of  the  assistants  'had  sent  to  a seedsman  at  a.  dis- 
tance for  good,  reliable  mixtures  of  seeds,  and  he  got 
them  far  cheaper  than  they  could  he  procured  locally  ; 
up  to  that-  time  the  people  did  not  know  they  could 
get  seeds  at  that  price  or  where  they  could  get  them, 
42900-2. — A demonstration  plot  was  needed,  because 
in  some  of  the  western  parts  of  the  county  people  had 
given  up  sowing  grass  seed  altogether  owing  to  the 
badness  of  the  seed ; in  Waterville  district  there  were 
places  going  back  to  their  original  condition,  42903. 


Scheme  for  supplying  Agricultural  Commodities 

AT  LESS  THAN  HALF  PRICE,  LlME,  &C. 

There  was  a scheme  in  operation  for  supplying  good 
seeds,  manures,  lime,  grass  seed  mixtures,  and  other 
agricultural  commodities  at  less  than  half  price ; the 
scheme  was  much  availed  of  by  the  Kerry  people, 
42922. — Demonstration  plots  were  laid  down  with 
these  seeds  side  by  side  with  what  was  bought  locally, 
2,307  plots  altogether,  948  under  potatoes,  671  under 
oats,  167  under  turnips  and  mangels,  48  under  clover, 
207  under  fertilisers,  and  256  under  lime,  42923. — 
These  advantages  for  the  congested  districts  were  in- 
troduced this  year  for  the  first  time,  42937. — Witness 
thought  the  scheme  was  formulated  owing  to  the 
failure  of  the  potato  crop,  and  the  Department  had 
a feeling  that  it  was  time  to  do  something  for  the 
congested  districts,  42490. — The  people  understood 
that  they  were  getting  the  seeds  and  other  things  be- 
low cost  price,  42951. — If  they  had  been  supplied  in 
a wholesale  way  there  would  he  danger  of  grumbling 
when  the  price  was  raised,  but  the  quantities  given 
to  each  farmer  were  very  small,  with  the  special  view 
of  teaching  the  good  effects  of  good  seeds,  42952-3. — 
The  expense  was  borne  by  the  central  body,  and  was 
not  upon  the  county  directly  at  all,  42961. — Three- 
fourths  of  the  county  was  mouldy  and  peaty,  and 
lime  was  very  important ; Department  had  put  133 
tons  of  lime  at  the  rate  of  2s.  6 d.  for  each  half  ton 
over  districts  of  Cahirciveen  and  Waterville,  42923. — 
It  was  all  sold  and  more  was  asked  for,  but  funds  for 
the  scheme  became  exhausted';  it  was  sold  at  one- 
third  the  actual  cost,  2s.  6 d.  for  each  half  ton,  42925- 
30. — The  low  price  was  arranged  to  show  the  people 
how  necessary  lime  was,  and  also  to  give  them  some 
help,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  42931. 
— The  people  understood  the  importance  of  lime,  but 
they  could  not  get  it ; twenty  of  the  demonstration 
plots  showed'  the  effect  of  basig  slag  as  a substitute 
for  lime  ; it  was  dearer  weight  for  weight,  but  it  went 
much  iurher,  42932-5. — It  was  under  consideration  at 
present  whether  the  lime  scheme  should  be  continued  ; 
witness  thought  it  should  be  extended  for  another 
year,  42936. — It  would  be  an  excellent  thing  if,  after 
a couple  of  yeais  the  scheme  could  result  in  an  or- 
ganisation among  the  people  themselves  in  the  poorer 
districts,  which  would  enable  them  to  have  the  lime 
at  cost  price,  42955. — It  might  be  worth  a small  loss 
per  man,  42956-8. 

Discretion  of  County  Committee  in  Framing  of 
Scheme. 

The  County  Committee  had  a certain  discretion  in 
the  framing  of  their  scheme  ; they  could  reject  one 
part,  and  accept  or  amend  the  other  part ; they  could 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  money  fixed,  but  it  could 
be  amended  in  other  ways ; the  Department  could 
accept  or  reject  the  amendment ; their  decision  was 
final,  42944-9. 


Spraying. 

Spraying  was  the  most  urgent  matter  at  the  time 
witness  gave  evidence ; his  assistants  were  engaged  in 
procuring  spraying  machines  at  reduced  rates,  super- 
vising the  spraying,  mending  old  machines,  giving 
demonstrations  as  to  how  to  make  the  mixture,  and  how 
to  apply  it ; 4,737  pounds  of  blue  stone  and  5,593 
pounds  of  washing  soda  had  been  supplied  to  Cahir- 
civeen ; ninety  new  spraying  machines  had  been 
supplied,  and  700  or  800  farmers  had  benefited,  42962. 
— Special  attention  had  been  devoted  to  spraying  since 
9th  May  last ; it  was  necessary  to  begin  a little  before 
the  spraying  season  so  as  to  be  in  time,  42963-4. — The 
local  people  generally  obtained  the  spraying  mixture 
in  the  local  shops ; witness  would  not  go  so  far  as  to 
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say  it  was  not  much  good,  but  most  of  it  was  inferior, 
and  all  prepared  mixtures  were  doubtful ; the  best 
plan  was  to  buy  the  blue  stone  and  the  washing 
soda,  get  a guarantee  of  their  purity,  and  make  up 
the  mixture  according  to  the  Department’s  instruc- 
tions ; the  Department  had  distributed  about  1,000 
leaflets  and  litmus-paper,  and  full  instructions  how  to 
test  with  the  litmus-paper,  42965-7. — There  was  a 
method  of  getting  a guaranteed  mixture,  but  farmers 
would  not  ask  for  it ; local  shopkeepers  had  the 
mixture ; it  was  not  stamped ; but  if  they  gave  a 
guarantee  of  98  per  cent,  they  were  liable  to  be 
prosecuted  if  it  were  not  up  to  the  standard,  42968-70. 
—The  prepared  mixture  was  usually  sold  in  little  hags, 
and  might  be  sold  with  the  guarantee  that  there  was 
no  injurious  substance  in  it ; if  washing  soda  were 
adulterated  with  sodium  sulphate  or  glaubers  salts  it 
was  injurious  to  the  plant,  42973. — It  was  more  profit- 
able for  the  people  to  get  the  materials  and  make 
them  up  themselves ; there  had  recently  been  a great 
change  of  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  pure  material 
unprepared ; it  could  be  mixed  very  exactly,  and  the 
faintest  trace  of  impurity  could  be  tested  with  the 
litmus-paper;  in  the  mixture,  even  if  the  materials 
were  pure,  there  might  be  some  chemical  action  set  up 
between  the  washing  soda  and  the  blue  stone  if  mixed 
for  some  time,  which  would  ultimately  have  a bad 
effect,  42974-9. — In  the  mixture  it  was  not  possible  to 
tell  whether  the  blue  stone  or  the  washing  soda  was 
pure,  therefore  it  was  better  to  buy  the  materials 
apart,  so  that  each  could  be  tested  separately,  42980-1. 
— The  materials  were  obtained  from  the  shops  ; they 
would  probably  be  purer  if  sold  through  the  Parish 
Committee  or  the  creameries,  42982-4. — The  price  of 
the  best  spraying  machine  was  30s.;  they  had  been 
procured  for  people  whose  valuation  did  not  exceed 
£8  at  24s. ; that  was  in  a congested  district,  but  if 
there  was  a deserving  case  the  valuation  was  not 
adhered  to  too  strictly ; three  or  four  farmers  were 
asked  to  combine,  and  then  it  only  cost  5s.  or  6s.  for 
each  farmer,  42986-7. — The  arrangement  had  been 
made  this  year  for  the  first  time,  and  had  been  made 
widely  known,  42988-9. — Eighty  new  machines  had 
been  procured  in  that  way,  and  thirty  old  ones  had 
been  repaired ; also  bine  stone  and  washing  soda  had 
been  procured  for  people  who  found  it  hard  to  obtain 
them  in  remote  districts ; there  had  not  been  much 
difficulty  in  supplying  materials  at  cost  price  in 
remote  districts,  42991-2.— Five  hundred  lots  of  the 
machines  cost  27s.  6 d.  each  ; they  were  sold  at  a loss, 
42993. — The  demand  for  machines  had  been  unprece- 
dented this  year.  42994. — Four  samples  of  spraying 
material  had  been  taken  in  the  county,  but  witness 
did  not  yet  know  the  result ; it  would  liardlv  be  made 
public,  43010-1. 


There  were  56  premium  bulls  in  the  county  under 
three  different  schemes  ; there  were  26  bulls  nnder  the 
County  Scheme,  under  which  the  premiums  were  paid 
jointly  by  the  Department  and  by  the  county ; £450 
was  avai^ble  for  premiums  ; £15  premium  was  paid 
each  year  under  the  County  Scheme ; under  the 
second  scheme  there  were  15  buHs,  and  the  premiums 
were  paid  wholly  by  the  Department ; it  was  a kind 
of  grant-in-aid  ; the  special  wants  of  the  county,  and 
the  capacity  of  the  county  to  pay  high  rates  being 
taken,  into  consideration ; this  scheme  was  specially 
for  districts  where  it  was  hard  to  obtain  bulls  ; the 
point  was  taken  into  consideration  in  the  first  place  ; 
in  congested  districts  bulls  were  given  on  special 
terms;  Kerry  bulls  were  bought  for  £22,  and  sold 
to  farmers  for  £10,  payable  in  three  instalments— 
first  year  £3,  second  year  £3,  and  third  year  £4  ; 
fifteen  bulls  were  placed  under  those  conditions,  and 
there  were  more  applicants  than  could  be  supplied; 
no  premium  was  given,  but  the  owner  of  the  bull 
could  charge  what  he  liked  for  the  service;  usually 
about  2.1.  ; in  all  the  schemes  the  bulls  had  to  be  kept 
at  the  holders  own  expense ; under  the  premium 
schemes  the  bull  was  bought,  and  the  holder  got  a 
a premium  of  £15  each  year  on  condition  that  the  bull 
served  thirty  cows  at  Is.  per  head,  other  than  those, 
heid  by  the  owner;  the  farmer  attended  a sale  at 
which  the  inspectors  had  previously  ticketed  all  bulls 
which  were  eligible  for  premiums;  if  a man  bought 
one  of  those  bulls  and  a premium  bull  were  needed 
m lus  district,  he  was  granted  a premium  ; the  reason 
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of  the  ticketing  of  the  bulls  before  purchase  was  that 
farmers  would  not  be  willing  to  buy  without  being 
certain  of  getting  a premium,  42994-43009. — The  De- 
partment now  admitted  Kerry  bulls ; there  were  14 
out  of  the  total  of  56  ; 16  Aberdeen- Angus,  2 red 
polled,  and.  24  shorthorns ; general  rule  was  to  get 
shorthorns  in  the  valleys  where  the  land  was  good, 
Aberdeen  Angus  where  the  lulls  and  the  valleys  met, 
and  on  the  hillsides  the  Kerries ; the  Kerries  were 
pure-bred ; the  Department  had  not  refused  to  give 
premiums  to  Kerries  during  witness’s  time,  43019-22. 
— More  bulls  were  needed,  43036-7. — In  recent  years 
there  was  an  increase  of  about  a dozen,  43017. 

Boars. 

There  were  in  all  the  county  twenty-five  premium 
boars,  and  of  these  seventeen  premiums  were  paid 
jointly  by  Department  and  county,  and  eight 
premiums  were  paid  directly  out  of  Department  funds  ; 
in  congested  districts  boars  were  given  on  easy  terms  ; 
if  a suitable  man  applied,  and  paid  £2  down,  he  was 
given  a boar ; at  the  end  of  a year  he  was  eligible 
for  a premium  of  £5,  in  lieu  of  the  £5  he  got  back 
£2  paid  at  first  as  an  instalment,  and  at  the  end  of 
toe  season  in  the  following  year  he  got  a premium  of 
£3  ; the  idea  of  paying  the  £2  was  that  the  man  would 
have  an  interest  in  keeping  the  boar,  4012-3.— The 
white  York  did  best  as  a rule  in  Kerry,  43014  —There 
was  an  increase  of  six  or  eight  in  the  number  of 
premium  boars,  43018. 

Stallions. 

There  were  two  half-bred  hunter  stallions  in  the 
congested  districts ; they  were  owned  by  the  Depart- 
ment; one  was  stationed  at  Cahirciveen  and  another 
at  Henmare ; nominated  mares  were  served  free; 
farmers  whose  valuation  did  not  exceed  £10  were 
£ro^  ^nand^nmerllwh<>Se  valuation  lay  between 
Rw?c  dr£?®  ; *llere  was  als»  a Welsh  cob  in 

but  half  hS'  ,43°22-— There  should  be  more  stallions, 
but  lialf-bred  hunter  stallions  were  verv  hard  tn 

h"e  "1“  to  that  exact 

bred  firSn  *.  8°^  Shmco.blo  animal  could  be 
bred  from  hali-bied  Hunter  stallions  with  that  class 

bST  15,f  n°minations  for  mares  an 
3d  “d*  sPIm®  ? ^ mares  We 

placed  on  the  retewvfS’;  » "S 

and  the  value  of  that  premium  was  2TZi 
«3024-V.^hm?31\thh  “Sf™  tietgot  nominations, 

a week  to  help  them,’  43028-9  -Th!  12?"B  g0t  2s‘ 
working  very  well  hut  it  —v  id  sc^emes  were 

there  were  more  funds  available  to  e JSd  if 

schemes  and  embrace  all  +u„  e 1°  extend  existing 

totionsho3“SSfe,  thi  tl,.  7i  Scalar  at” 
it  was  theWrfttwS^toWMternpelinsnlasi 

TOWjg  good  seeds  and  maanS^tjo  !‘S  in 

should  be  extended,  43030,  43034-6  ^ Cattle  sclleme 

X“ST  ™ c.™,  m ^ 

took  . 

witness  every  facility  to  heln  in  bad  offered 

and  experiment ; members  loti,  If ’A  of  dem°nstration 
f-d  of  Rural  DiS  Di.toV  O ?“?>  ,?»»&• 
interest ; as  a rule  there  m "™?1*11  ‘“>k  an 
scheme,  m the  congested  diSL^TailS  “ 

«onsr.o»  o,  Local 

Tr|«  f ? ™‘Tdiffic3f«e  ,3“  J"*  Courthouse, 
gested  areas  to  attend  reeuSrt? ^““‘"‘rees  of  ren- 
ted? a point  „f  atteSfSl  J1^*8,*  rule,  they 

43048-9.— Witness  would  not  ann8031*8?1  mee‘ings, 

mimstrslion  in  each  pen3l?3Ve  of  * ’“"1  & 
work  from  same  cenfaal  bSy'a„dW“  “““ary  to 
scheme  for  the  whole  county  43048K!  "M°Mate  ‘to 
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Dingle. 


Dingle  district  was  all  congested,  except  a re- 
called Mivard ; not  long  ago  Mivard  had  appET 
be  included  in  congested  districts,  but  tune  had  L , 
for  extending  congested  area,  and  memorial  w.l  P , 
to  Royal  Commission,  43055.  as  sent 

Size  or  Holdings. 

Holdings  about  Dingle  were  very  small  - . fa— 
with  eight  cows  would  consider  himsolf  pretty 
average  number  of  cows  about  six;  no  way  of  i3 
ing  holdings  by  eidarging  them  ; very  little  unteZZ’ 
land;  one  little  place  out  at  the  Glens  taken  from  w 

ants  by  Lord  V entry  some  years  ago  and  impre^ 
they  got  compensation,  and  now  when  to*  ,^rea> 
toing^arranged  they  Wanted  to  git  “ b3  f ™ 
proportion  as  they  held  it  before;  very  little  ™ 
■tenanted  land  to  be  divided,  43055.  T tle 

Drainage. 

Drainage  very  necessary,  large  tracts  at  Ventre 
mid  other  glens  requiring  drainage;  Congested  Dm 
tncte  Boards  Inspector  had  said  that  it  would  ire 
mensely  improve  that  part  of  the  country  if  thm 
was  some  means  of  drainage ; no  bogs,  and  even  X 
333  blt°i  t°8  ‘to  Pa°Ple  were  not  ablelo 
tek  43069 67  S°  SCT“  ® "“to  to 

Scarcity  or  Fuel. 

There  was  a question  of  getting  coal,  but  to  main 
poor  farmers  if  they  had  to  buy  coal  their  farms 
would  be  no  good  at  all,  43056.  anns 

Necessity  for  Bridge. 

Bridge  had  been  applied  for:  there  was  a „iocc 
near  ^ entry  where  river  came  on  to  the  road;  people 
from  all  the  western  part  had  to  bring  their  gravel 
f "d,r  .nd’,  .and  aU  P^ce  is  worn  away,  horses  up 
to  their  hips  sometimes  going  through  it;  funerals 
also  went  through  it;  custom  of  the  people  for  gene- 
g?  a certain  way,  and  they  would8  net 
divert  from  it;  Board  were  willing  to  give  half  the 
“ffc  °*  a bridge  if  Rural  District  Council  gave  the 
half’’  Ru£al,: District  Council  difficulty  was  that 
rates  were  so  high  and  they  did  not  see  their  wav 

to*  to°  SSriteb”1’  ^3?56?TThey’  however,  und J- 
wMch  w™hS.  the.  “a*®1*18  and  give  the  laboar 
SSte  3 kaIi  ‘to  cost;  the  gnat 

ing,  43057  ^slun2  and  the  great  want  was  dredg- 

Dredging  Operations. 

wtoXcostifonf,  operations  carried  on  last  year 
tribn  ed  isni’20  “!,d  Con8«8ted  Districts  Boacd  con- 
boats  moIe  ‘o  b8  done  in  order  that 

cation  had  fiLr.”  Sjd  out. with  perfect  safety;  appli- 
replv  that  thev  I?a^e  agam  this  year,  with  the  usual 
on  Account  S P^tpone  consideration  of  it 

account  of  want  of  funds,  43058. 

Extension  of  the  Quay. 

prarticany^ig^watS6  if*0  present  quay  excePt  at 
feet  there7would  f qufy,'Tere  extended  160 

be  required  but  m ?1Uch  delay!  £5>000  wou!d 

improvement flmi  ■W°^ld1  be  an  lmmense  permanent 
43058-9.  un2  industry  in  the  whole  country, 

Fishing  Industry. 

day  6 exreptkedurine  tra,wling  centre  > trawling  every 
trawlers  9 iose  season ; there  were  23 

running’  43059.  ’ ^ °r  more  buildings ; 40  boats 

There  hlf “•  3“™ 

£Jtrws5»  -st' i" 

‘o  adopt  it  If  f ’V3S  •’,0‘  “Stent  to  induce  them 
would  be  a ’great  to  build  a house  it 

but  to  give  a fo^  hlm  to  Bet  £5  °r  £10-' 

undertake  an  exnend^  °r  f10  would  induce  him  to 
be  had  not  3e  °f  £5°’  £60>  or  £10°  M 
43060. — Splendid  ^ mind  to  expend  already, 

as  an  inlucement h but  Board  to  ofier  this  money 
ment,  43061  —.‘in  lt  was  n°t  sufficient  induce- 

•—bO  per  cent,  would  be  better,  43062.- 
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Witness  had  undertaken  to  revive  the  Parish  Com- 
mittee, and  he  would  do  so  later  on ; people  were  be- 
ginning to  change  their  minds  after  seeing  the  result 
in  Castle  Gregory,  43063. 


Land  Purchase. 

Question  as  to  whether  there  had  been  a proposal 
to  buy  through  Congested  Districts  Board;  arrange- 
ment made  that  Lord  Cork  should  settle  on  amount 
to  be  paid  at  reduction  of  6s.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  but 
tenants  wanted  to  purchase  through  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  ; agent  did  not  see  any  objection  to  it  if 
it  did  not  diminish  in  iany  way  the  amount  Lord  Cork 
was  to  receive,  but  afterwards  came  to  conclusion 
that  they  Would  not  on  any  account  sell  through  Con- 
gested Districts  Board;  direct  sale  would  be  the 
alternative,  43064. — Witness  negotiated  the  sale  of 
the  Douglas  property  when  in  Newtownsandes,  and 
also  had  something  to  do  with  the  negotiations  of 
the  Sandes  property  and  Fitzgerald  property ; he  also 
negotiated  for  the  Blacker-Douglas’  property ; ex- 
cept in  one  little  townland,  where  valuation  was  very 
high,  they  got  such  a reduction  that  after  purchase 
their  instalments  would  not  be  very  much  more  than 
£1  a cow,  no  one  paying  more  than  £1  10s. ; if  they 
had  same  reduction  with  regard  to  Lord  Ventry’s 
property  it  would  not  be  sufficient ; 5s.  in  the  pound 
-on  Lord  Cork’s  property — better  than  10s.  in  the 
pound  on  Lord  Ventry’s  property;  it  would  not  be 
■sufficient  with  regard  to  purchase  he  made  at  New- 
townsandes in  North  Kerry ; very  few  paying  more 
than  £1  a cow  after  purchase ; considered  quite 
enough ; if  they  only  got  5s.  in  the  pound  they  would 
have  to  pay  over  £2  a cow,  43065. — One  acre  "of  land 
in  Meath  would  feed  a cow  it  would  take  5 or  6 acres 
in  district  under  discussion ; 3 acres  would  feed  a cow 
on  ordinary  fair  land,  that  is  supplying'  hay  and 
•everything,  43066. 


MURPHY,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

a satisfactory  settlement  could  easily  be  effected, 
43075,  43090. — Farms  were  about  100  acres  in  extent, 
43076-7. — Witness  was  not  speaking  from  point  of 
view  of  relieving  congestion,  43078. — There  had  been 
a complaint  against  Board  in  which  witness  joined 
for  not  buying  land  in  Kerry,  43082. — Land  was 
difficult  to  find,  but  difficulty  had  been  exaggerated, 
43083. — There  was  a strong  feeling  that  evicted 
tenants  had  a right  to  their  farms  before  all 
comers,  43110-2. — Tenant  purchasers  should  clearly 
understand  that  they  could  never  hope  to  be  treated 
as  evicted  tenants,  but  there  were  very  special 
circumstances  in  these  cases,  43113-4. — Congested 
Districts  Board’s  offer  of  compensation  to  tenants 
proved  that  they  had  acted  unreasonably  and 
improperly  to  tenants,  43114-7. — Judicial  rents  had 
been  fixed  once,  43123-4. — Tenants  had  been  in 
possession  for  generations,  43126. — Settlement  could 
easily  be  arranged  if  an  adequate  and  proper  oiler 
were  made  that  could  be  discussed  with  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese  and  parish  priest ; witness  would  be 
prepared  to  meet  Mr.  Doran  and  discuss  matter  with 
him,  43133-8. — Board  might  have  done  much  more  in 
the  matter  of  roads  in  Kerry,  43160. 


Kenmare  Estate. 

In  regard  to  sale  of  Earl  of  Kenmare’ s estate, 
prices  had  been  agreed  on  with  tenants,  but  parts 
of  the  estate,  such  as  Coolies  and  Coombe,  being 
congested  districts,  it  was  desirable  that  sale  should 
be  made  through  Congested  Districts  Board  instead 
of  direct  to  tenants,  but  though  sale  had  been  proposed 
for  a year,  Board  had  taken  no  steps  to  use  their 
power  to  improve  condition  of  people,  43138-52, 
43154-6. — It  was  not  a fair  cry  that  land-buying 
operations  of  Board  had  been  seriously  impeded  since 
sitting  of  present  Commission,  43153. 


MURPHY,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Neglect  of  Kerry  by  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Kerry,  and  especially  East  Kerry,  had  been  much 
neglected  by  Congested  Districts  Board,  the  county 
ought  to  be  directly  represented  on  Board.  43068, 
43071. — Necessity  for  representation  was  well 
illustrated  by  what  had  happened  in  connection  with 
two  farms  at  Crigue  and  Arderoume,  farms  had  been 
bought  by  tenant  purchasers  under  1896  Act,  43125, 
43127. — At  too  high  a price,  purchasers  met  with 
misfortunes  in  both  cases,  and,  being  unable  to  pay 
their  first  year’s  instalments,  were  evicted  by  Land 
Commission,  43091-3,  43114,  43128-31.— Owner  who 
had  sold  property  bought  in  farms,  43094-5. — And 
had  them  in  his  own  hands  for  years,  43096. — During 
which  time  he  made  offers  to  tenant  purchasers, 
43097-100. — It  was  the  landlord  who  took  proceedings, 
he  did  not  get  all  his  purchase  money  under  the 
1896  Act,  43131. — Congested  Districts  Board  then 
purchased  the  farms  from  owner  after  negotiation, 
43101-2. — Which  they  would  never  have  done  if  they 
had  had  full  understanding  of  the  local  circum- 
stances, 43068. — And  if  Kerry  had  had  a repre- 
sentative, 43079-80,  43084,  43120-1. — Farms  were 
purchased  before  witness  knew  of  it,  43106. — Witness 
had  never  seen  a representative  of  the  Board,  he 
met  Dr.  O’Donnell  and  Father  O’Hara  in  reference  to 
the  matter,  and  had  been  received  with  every  kindness 
and  consideration,  but  they  were  too  remote  from  the 
■district  to  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  case, 
43068. — And  they  received  witness  only  as  a private 
person,  43069. — There  had  been  local  consultation 
before  purchase,  43085-6,  43107. — But  not  with  the 
right  people,  43107,  43118-9.— People  in  Dublin  were 
wonderfully  ignorant  of  local  matters  in  Kerry,  Mr. 
Doran  was  himself  a Kerryman,  and  ought  to  know 
all  about  Kerry  conditions,  43123. — Farms  had 
remained  useless  on  hands  of  Board  for  many  years, 
and  would  so  remain  for  many  more,  43068,  43087. — 
Board  purchased  farms  for  purpose  of  migration, 
43072,  43081. — But  no  tenant  would  go  in  face  of 
claim  of  eivicted  tenants,  43072-5. — At  present  grazing 
was  let  to  many  people,  43089. — If  Kerry  had  a 
representative,  or  was  directly  in  touch  with  Board, 


Estates  needing  Improvement  should  be  Sold 
through  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Where  an  estate  was  in  need  of  improvement  in  a 
congested  area  it  would  be  an  advantage  for  the 
tenants  that  sale  should  take  place  through  the  Board, 
43157. — It  was  ten  times  more  difficult  to  effect 
improvements  after  sale  to  tenants,  43159-60. 


Local  Authorities  and  Price  of  Land. 

Purchase  price  of  land  was  so  important  to  rate- 
payers that  County  Council  or  some  public  body  in 
every  locality  ought  to  have  some  power  to  influence 
price ; generally  speaking,  tenants  and  many  other 
people  only  considered  extent  of  reduction,  and  never 
arrived  at  a result  from  the  economic  point  of  view 
at  all,  43160. 


Definition  of  Congestion  needed  Amendment. 

Present  area  of  congestion  most  unsuitable ; 
population  was  no  test  at  all,  especially  in  County 
Kerry,  wherever  there  were  poor  tenants  in  Kerry  or 
similar  counties,  Board  should  have  power  to  relieve 
them  without  regard  to  population,  43160. 


Tenants’  Improvements  in  Kerry. 

Tenants  had  reclaimed  land  altogether  themselves, 
some  cases  arrears  had  prevented  them  from  getting 
eir  rents  fixed,  in  others  Land  Commission  had 
it  increased  rent  on  tenants’  own  improvements, 
1160  —In  one  case  the  County  Court  Valuer  had  put 
, a iiieher  rent  than  landlord’s  own  valuer,  43160. 


Moving  Bog  Disaster — Danger  of  Recurrence. 

[n  regard  to  the  disaster  at  Coombe  some  years  ago, 
own  as  the  “Moving  Bog,”  there  was  a danger  of 
recurrence,  and  no  preventive  measures  bad  been 
<en,  though  there  was  an  outlet  which  would  be  a 
ftcient  safeguard  if  it  were  cleared,  43160-2.— The 
me  disaster  had  changed  the  course  of  some  rivers 
d destroyed  reclaimed  land  of  many  poor  occupiers, 
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MURPHY,  Ma.  JOHN — continued 

very  little  expenditure  would  set  the  river  courses 
right  again,  43161. 

Compulsory  Powers  in  many  Directions  needed 
roit  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Board  ought  to  have  compulsory  powers  in  many 
directions,  a large  farm  adjoining  district  of  bog 
disaster  had  gone  to  private  person,  43162. — And  near 
Killarney  a few  farmers  had  been  enlarging  their 
holdings  to  the  detriment  of  the  community,  Board 
should  have  compulsory  powers  in  such  cases,  43162. — 
Portions  of  some  demesnes,  such  as  Lord  Kenmare’s, 
could  easily  be  secured  for  relief  of  congestion,  43162. 
— Board  ought  to  have  compulsory  powers  in  reference 
to  opening  of  limestone  quarries ; at  Conla,  nea>- 
Killarney,  people  had  neither  turbary  nor  limestone 
quarries,  and  land  was  too  bad  to  produce  anything 
without  artificial  aid,  while  adjoining  district  there 
was  a property  with  splendid  opportunities  of  opening 
quarries,  43162. — There  ought  to  be  powers  to  compel 
railway  to  bring  lime  at  cheap  rate,  profits  would 
be  increased,  not  diminished,  but  Irish  railways 
seemed  to  be  always  acting  against  the  ideas  of  the 
people,  43162-3a. — One  particular  railway  referred  to 
ratepayers  had  to  pay  the  guarantee,  but  they  had  no 
representative  on  the  Board,  43164-5.— In  case  of  the 
Dingle  and  Tralee  Railway,  County  Council  had 
nomination  of  Committee  of  Management,  and 
thereby  practical  control,  43166-8.— Board  might  do 
something  to  improve  breeds  of  cattle  and  other  stock, 
and  they  ought  to  have  power  to  provide  up-to-date 
machinery  to  be  leased  or  rented  to  small  tenants, 
43169.— A woollen  industry  might  with  advantage  be 
started  in  Killarney,  and  a public  department  ought 
to  take  the  initiative,  43169. — Fishermen  much  handi- 
capped by  existing  laws  and  regulations,  change  could 
easily  be  effected  if  any  public  board  were  to  make 
investigation,  43169. 

Lack  of  Harmony  between  Department  and 
Board. 

Department  of  Agriculture  did  not  work  in 
harmony  with  Board,  Department  expended  a great 
deal  of  money  for  which  there  was  nothing  like  a 
proper  or  reasonable  return,  43169.— If  technical 
instruction  in  cookery,  &c.  was  given,  primary  educa- 
tion  system  should  be  utilised  to  carry  out  scheme, 
the  schools  would  be  made  more  comfortable,  and 
43169  iJ^rov^e<^  f°r  fbeir  improvements  in  every  way, 

O’SHEA,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Turbary  and  Limestone  for  Coolies. 

There  was  no  turbary  for  division  of  Coolies  and 
on  adpuiung  properties  bogs  were  practically  worn 
mit,  there  was  no  limestone  either  except  in  Lord 
Kenmares  demesne,  but  there  was  an  immense  amount 
on  Muckross  property,  and  it  would  be  a great 
advantage  if  Board  had  compulsory  powers  to  obtain 
a portion  of  this  demesne,  43176. 

Road  Needed. 

hvATw3  '!fwee?ed>  a/art  had  already  ^en  made 
nut^,  £ f-  W?ks’  ?,nd  xt  could  be  completed  and 
put  in  repan-  at  small  cost,  43177,  43187.— District 
K+Iarney  Had  sPent  so  much  money  on 
roads  that  ratepayers  were  getting  restive  43190 

nuar«i92  ”"la  k"’p  1'oi'd  in  ”p“r  ““a™ 

Trees  should  be  Planted  to  give  Shelter  on 
Grazing  Land. 

There  was  a great  extent  of  rough  grazing  held  in 
common  it  was  very  bleak  and  open"  and  It  would 
be  a great  boon  for  Congested  Districts  Board  to  plant 
part  of  it  with  trees,  43177,  43183.— Plantation  f!? 
give  both  fuel  and  shelter,  43182.  0xdd 

R^stwping  and  Enlargement  of  Holdings  Needed 
4317QeRpgriA  f P?rtion?  needed  re-striping,  43177 
S9~82-“°nly  la?d  available  for  enlargement  of 
holdings  was  on  Muckross  side,  43178,  43186.— That 


O’SHEA,  Mr.  JAMES — continued. 

should  be  broken  up  and  a few  tenants  transfers  <. 

it,  43184,  43186. — Their  holdings  being  used  to 

the  others,  43187. -People  had  not  sprayed  mS  8* 

to  the  present,  but  they  meant  to  do  it,  43188  ap 

LUCEY,  Mr.  JEREMIAH. 

Road  needed  across  into  Rathmore. 

Road  needed  across  into  Rathmore  in  the  OlvdaM, 
district,  43193,  43203.-Population  about  400  X 
valuation  £632,  there  was  no  lime  or  limestone  in 
the  district,  and  without  it  nothing  could  be  done 
to  the  land,  if  road  were  made  people  would  only 
have  to  go  nine  miles  instead  of  twenty-four  roimH 
to  Rathmore,  43194-5,  43203. — Number  of  small  hold 
ings  very  large  £46  only  received  from  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  making  new  road,  43196  43108-9 
—Nothing  from  Parish  Committee,  43197’— People 
had  applied  for  grant  before,  but  Board  gave  no 
heed,  43200. — Locality  would  be  willing  to  contribute 
something  to  road,  43201.— Length  of  road  would  be 
about  600  perches,  and  local  authority  would  con 
tribute  a pound  a perch,  43202.— District  Council 
would  give  £200 ; about  three  years  ago  they  pur- 
dmsed,  and  bad  applied  to  the  Congested-  Districts 
Board,  but  they  gave  no  heed  ; although  this  was  a 
congested  district,  ratepayers  in  this  part  of  Kerrv 
43203°^  kn°W  t3lat  °0ngested  Districts  Board  existed, 

TRENCH,  Mr.  GEORGE  F. 

Estates  Sold  by  Mr.  Trench. 

Witness  had  sold  or  agreed  to  sell,  with  exception 
of  one  small  property,  eleven  properties  in  Kerry  and 
50’00°  or  ®),000  acres,  with  rental 
ot  £ao,000,  and  1,237  tenants  (not  counting  about  500 
tenants  of  middlemen),  besides  several  other  estates 
sold  directly  under  earlier  Acts,  43207-8.— Most  of 
thse  properties  were  outside  scheduled  areas;  some 
were  inside,  and  had  been  sold  to  Congested  Districts 
Board,  43212. 

Direct  Sale  not  advisable  where  Property  was  in 
need  of  improvement. 

Where  a property  was  in  great  need  of  improve- 
ment direct  sale  was  not  a good  method ; some  inter- 
vening body  should  improve  it  ; there  was  no  power 
at  present  to  improve  it  when  tenants  had  become 
tenant-purchasers,  43209-12. 

Property  op  Trinity  College  in  Ireland. 

Triu^lb  Commission  on  properties  in 

„^and  of  Trnnty  College  had  been  shelved  in  a most 
unbusinesslike  w-ay ; very  desirable  that  present  Com- 
mmsion  should  take  it  up,  43216-7,  43295— Report 
recommended  compulsion  and  power  to  fix  prices,  and 
gave  anyone  who  sold  his  net  income,  43297.— Trinity 
i^ad  landlords  took  about  80  per  cent,  of 
S property,  43214—As  rent  had  been 

i-i,,  , educed  in  Land  Courts  there  was  now  very 

JPS'  43?14;-Tri»%  College  not  J- 
f i ’ n . middlemen  and  sub-middlemen  suf- 
S w-ifg  squeezed  both  ways,  and  they  were 
fc  of,  at  'as  fast  as  they  could,  43215-6.— Mr. 
and  Was  * Perpetuity  tenant,  with  two 

had  or, a ^m€S  three  middlemen  -under  him  ; witness 
the  f^ere  were  five  interests,  one  over 

im'D —Trinity  College  did  nothing  for 
estates ; Act  of  1881  practically  ic- 
on +1iaJv  responsibility,  leaving  it  entirely 

tfon?tLP^ttty1.t6^n1a'  43219. — Except  on  per- 
somethXr  feS*  h. ,CoU^  on  which  they  did  do 
for  agesS,43222i°'TT3!f  CoUe2e  had  held  these  rents 
under  OnA»nT?i'~^a5?s  ^ere  grafted  to  the  College 
existed  on  t .^j^beth,  43228. — Five  or  six  interests 
purchase  as  ®°bege  estates ; tenants  could  not 

to  be  uu.Wa  +0CCUPlers-  because  sub-middleman  feared 
43393  TR  a hls  ^ad  rent,  and  so  on,  43295, 

S1*86  M a leal  of  property  oil 

duled  area  a oonsiderable  portion  in  the  sclie- 

Sffi  J,5^98-3!1— Schedule/  area  did  not  in- 
soheduled-  be  power  to  get  non- 

middWn  fllg+Sted  areas  illcluded,  43301-3.— Tlie 
middlemen  first  came  in,  because  when  the  grants- 
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TRENCH,  Mr.  GEORGE  F. — continued. 


DRENCH,  Mr.  GEORGE  F.— continued. 


■were  made  Trinity  College  could  only  let  to  Pro- 
testants ; there  were  very  few  Protestants,  so  that  the 
College  had  to  let  large  areas  to  them,  and  they  coold 
let  to  anybody,  43304-9. — Tenant  in  perpetuity  was 
not  a landlord ; he  paid1  to  the  College  a rent  about 
two-thirds  the  actual  value,  43310. — There  were  557 
agricultural  tenants  besides  110  village  tenants  in 
Ballylongford,  106  under  £5  rent ; area  was  19,061 
acres ; there  were  twelve  perpetuity  tenants  paying 
£2,755  a year ; in  parts  of  the  College  property  Col- 
lege was  direct  landlord  ; only  two  town-lands  were 
congested,  Ballynoneen  and  Dooncaha ; Mr.  Blacker 
Douglass  was  direct  landlord  of  occupiers  of  greater 
part  of . property,  43303. — Many  occupiers  were  prac- 
tically insolvent,  and  wanted  to  get  large  sums  from 
Mr.  Douglass  to  buy  them  out,  43312. — 1903  Act  pro- 
vided £5,000  a year  as  a first  provision  for  the  Col- 
lege to  make  up  any  deficiency  in  the  event  of  sale, 
and  that  .money  was  available,  43313-4. — Loss  of  the 
College  was  not  likely  to  exceed  £5,000  a year,  43315. 
During  the  Famine  many  of  the  tenants  broke  down, 
and  the  holdings  were  taken  up  by  tlie  middleman, 
43311,  43317-9. — 'Witness  did  not  know  whether  any 
compensation  was  given  .for  tenant-right,  43320. — 
The  'State  must  carry  on  the  work  of  the  improving 
landlords,  43320-4. 

BlaCKER-D  OUGLAS  S PROPERTY. 

Mr.  Blacker-Douglass  was  a tenant  in  perpetuity, 
43311. — The  late  Mr.  Blacker- Douglass  had  spent 
large  sums  on  improvements,  road-making,  reclama- 
tion,_ cultivation,  etc.,  and  built  mill  and  corn  store, 
hospital  and  petty  sessions  house,  43311. — The  pre- 
sent Mr.  Douglass  had  agreed  to  pay  the  College  27 
years’  pur-chase  for  terminable  and  25  years’  purchase 
for  perpetuity  leases,  and  witness  had  agreed  to  sell 
all  the  lands  to  the  occupiers,  43311. 

Dual  Ownership. 

Triple  and  quadruple  ownerships  the  worst  form  of 
Irish  land  tenures  that  ever  existed  ; was  in  existence 
before  1881,  43222-4. — Dual  ownership  existed  in 
Ulster  long  before  it  came  South  ; the  Act  of  1881 
legalised  it  in  the  South  where  it  .already  existed, 
43225-7. — Dual  ownership  existed  wherever  a pro- 
* perty  was  owned  by  landlord  and  improved  by  tenant, 
43227. — Where  landlords  had  themselves  done  im- 
provements they  ought  to  be  fairly  treated,  but  the 
Act  made  no  distinction,  43227,  43282-3. 


Reclamation  op  Flooded  Land. 


County  Council  should  have  power  to  introduce 
schemes  for  improvement  of  large  areas  of  flooded 
land,  bringing  them  before  Board  of  Works  or  De- 
partment, and  getting  a decision  as  to  what  body 
should  execute  schemes ; the  ousting  of  the  landlords 
made  it  necessary  for  some  body  to  take  up  their 
work,  43229,  43233. — Mr.  Doran  had  explained  that 
on  a certain  river  £10,000  had  been  lost  for  want  of 
proper  engineering,  43230. — Old  schemes,  no  doubt, 
were  sanctioned  and  approved  by  somebody  ; Drain- 
age Board  and  Board  of  Works  made  the  mistake  in 
Ris  case,  43255-9. — When  witness  asked  Board  of 
Works  what  works  were  being  done  in  Kerry  they 
sent  a list  of  small  things,  not  mentioning  this  great 
work  in  North  Kerry.  43240. — There  were  also  slob- 
lands,  some  at  Ardfert,  where  hundreds  of  acres  could 
be  reclaimed  and  used  for  enlargement,  alluvial  de- 
posits being  admirably  suited  for  agriculture,  43240. 


Price  op  Untenanted  Land  a: 
Compulsion. 


) Question 


In  regard  to  purchase  of  land  in  landlord’s  hands, 
it  was  entirely  a matter  of  price,  and  it  ought  .to  be 
frankly  recognised  that  landlord  had  two  interests  tc 
sell,  43240,  43285. — In  this  way  compulsion  could  he 
long  postponed,  43240. — Everything  should  be  done  tc 
avoid  compulsion,  43243.— Trinity  College  Com- 
mission recommended  compulsion,  but  only  in  certain 
cases  where  there  seemed  to  be  absolutely  no  other 
way  out  of  the  tangle,  43243,  43303.— Witness  did  nof 
want  to  reject  power  of  compulsion  altogether  where 
it  could  be  clearly  shoivn  that  land  could  not  be  ob- 
tainecl  on  a voluntary  basis,  e.g.,  in  case  of  stubborn 
and  unreasonable  landlords,  State  ought  to  have 
PV,  compulsion,  43244-6.—  Price  should 

re  settled  by  Government  arbitrator,  as  in  case  of 
labourers  lots,  43240-2— Witness  had  oSered  tc 


Estates  Commissioners  part  of  a landlord’s  home 
farm  to  be  planted  with  tenants  at  their  discretion; 
it  was  good  land  on  which  large  sums  had  been  ex- 
pended in  improvements,  well  situated,  with  very 
little  congestion  near  it ; -it  had  paid  £567  a year  up 
to  1881 ; 'grazing  rent  was  £370  tand  upwards,  and  if 
rent  had  been  twice  fixed  in  Land  Court  it  would  be 
£364 ; for  this  the  landlord  should  get  £10,400,  plus 
3g  years’  purchase  for  tenant-right,  or  a total  of 
£11,672,  43246,  43266-8— Witness  believed  £364  was 
the  fair  rent,  43282. — “Occupation  right,”  not  “tenant- 
right,”  was  correct  expression,  43247-8. — Dual  inte- 
rest consisted  of  the  land  and  the  improvements  on 
the  land,  and  when  the  dual  interest  was  in  one  man 
he  ought  to  be  paid  for  it,  43249-56,  43258-60,  43265- 
6. — Question  of  tenancy  was  independent  of  improve- 
ments, 43261-4. — In  case  quoted  poor  law  valuation 
on  buildings  which  cost  £5,000  was  £24  10s.,  43246, 
43257. — Land  'Commission  offered  £6,600,  43266. — 
£11,672  was  about  30^  years’  purchase,  which  was 
the  figure  Mr.  Finucane  gave  on  the  valuation,  which 
ignored  the  buildings,  43267-72,  43276,  43279-80.— 30 
years’  purchase  of  the  valuation  would  be  £6,690  or 
£7,400  with  the  bonus,  43277-8. — If  the  farm  were 
divided  up  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  value  for  the 
plot  on  which  were  the  buildings,  43273-5. — Farm 
had  been  offered  to  Department  for  an  educational 
farm,  and  witness  hoped  that  might  he  a way  ont  of 
the  controversy,  43279. — Mr.  Finucane  took  no 
account  of  landlords’  improvements  ; improving  land- 
lords were  rare,  and  should  he  fairly  dealt  with, 
43282-3. — There  were  men  in  the  neighbourhood  ready 
to  pay  more  than  enough  to  cover  capital  demanded 
and  to  pay  fines  as  well  for  farm  when  cut  up,  though 
witness  did  not  propose  to  take  any  fines,  43283. 

Method  by  which  Price  of  TJntenanted  Land 
could  be  Fixeb. 

Mr.  Finucane  proposed  to  give  21  years’  purchase 
of  valuation  for  tenanted-,  26  years  for  untenanted 
land  ; the  five  years’  difference  was  quite  arbitrary  ; 
a farm  valued  at  £20  would  bring  in  17  years’  pur- 
chase, one  valued  at  £200  only  four  or  five ; there 
were  numerous  instances  on  the  Blacker-Douglass  and 
Lindsay  Talbot- Crosbie  estates,  43283.— It  seemed  to 
be  a rule  that  the  larger  the  farm  the  smaller  the 
tenant's  interest,  43284-5. — Only  way  to  ascertain  a 
fair  price  for  untenanted'  land  was  to  take  net  in- 
come for  a series  of  years  and  capitalise  it  at  four 
per  cent,  in  case  of  owner  in  fee,  at  3J>  per  cent,  for 
settled  (-states,  43287-93. — There  need  be  no  loss  on  re- 
sale, 43294. — If  Government  wanted  to  deal  with  con- 
gestion as  a matter  of  philanthropy  they  must  be 
prepared  to  lose  money,  43295. 

Co-operation  as  a means  of  Improving  Condition 
of  Congested  Districts. 

Co-operation  was  the  proper  medium  for  improving 
the  lot  of  occupiers  iu  congested  districts ; enlarge- 
ment alone  would  not  do  much  good,  43325. — Socie- 
ties should  be  formed,  and  should  have  power  to  in- 
troduce co-operative  methods  to  hire  or  purchase  land 
for  common  grazing,  to  introduce  better  breeds  of 
animals,  to  instruct  members  in  agriculture,  and  to 
borrow  from  Board  of  Works  for  improvements  of  a 
congested  district ; society  should  also  establish  a 
rural  bank  and  a daily,  and  undertake  marketing  of 
produce,  43325. 

Rural  Banks. 

Rural  bank  was  the  remedy  for  indebtedness  to 
shopkeepers,  and  shopkeepers  would  gain  by  having 
no  bad  debts,  43325. — Bank  at  Abbeydornev  had  been 
most  successful ; it  had  lent  out  £840  to  sixty  bor- 
rowers since  October,  1896,  and  had  no  loss,  43326. — 
It  had  a -great  educational  effect ; farmers  met  once 
■a  fortnight  to  discuss  matters  of  common  business  in- 
terest, and  thus  acquired  some  knowledge  of  business 
habits,  and  learned  to  work  in  common,  43327-8. — 
Capital  for  banks  was  borrowed  from  joint  stock 
banks  at  4 per  cent.,  rural  bank  charging  six  per 
cent.  ; every  member  of  the  bank  was  also  a member 
of  the  creamery,  -and  repayments  were  made  by 
stopping  the  amount  out  of  -the  monthly  cheque  that 
went  to  each  man  for  his  milk,  43331-4. — No  bonus 
•had  been  paid  as  yet,  but  witness  hoped  it  would 
come,  43333. — Every  shareholder  got  five  per  cent,  on 
his  capital,  and  highest  possible  price  for  his  milk. 
43336. 
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Growth  op  Co-operation. 

Altogether  nearly  1,000  societies  had  been  founded 
in  Ireland,  with  84,665  members;  £338,500  capital 
mostly  subscribed  by  farmers  themselves,  and  a turn- 
over of  £2,165,000,  43328. — In  Kerry  there  was  no 
creamery  in  1894  ; now  there  were  ten,  43328. 


Loans  for  Improvements — Proposal  that  Society 

SHOULD  PLEDGE  ITS  CREDIT  TO  ENABLE  INDIVIDUALS 

TO  GET  SMALL  LOANS  PROM  BOARD  OP  WORKS. 

An  occupier  wishing  to  borrow  money  for  improve- 
ments could  not  'borrow  less  than  £100  from  Board 
of  Works,  but  the  Sooiety  would  guarantee  a smaller 
loan,  43343-5. — Rural  bank  had  never  gone  into  the 
improvement  of  land  ; there  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not;  a large  increase  of  capital  would  be 
needed,  but  that  could  be  borrowed'  from  joint  stock 
bank,  43346-9. — Witness  proposed  to  interpose  credit 
of  the  Society  on  behalf  of  individual  borrower,  and 
so  enable  him  to  borrow  small  sums  from  Board  of 
Works,  on  which  interest  would  include  a sinking 
fund,  43350-6,  43364-5. — Board  of  Works  lent  at  6^ 
per  cent,  for  twenty-two  years  and  5 per  cent,  for  35 
yearn,  the  sinking  fundi  'being  covered  in  both  oases, 
43357-62. — It  ought  to  he  possible  to  get  money  much 
cheaper  for  improvement ; it  was  absurd  that  a man 
should  be  able  to  buy  his  land  at  3^  per  cent.,  and 
have  to  pay  double  if  he  wanted  to  improve  it,  43362- 
3. —In  case  of  defaulters  Board  of  Works  would  take 
action  against  Society,  and  the  Society  must  have 
power  as  a friendly  society  to  sue  defaulter,  43366.-9. 
— Anything  over  £100  should  he  borrowed  at  lower  in- 
terest, 43370. — Scheme  would  have  to  be  submitted 
to  Board  of  Works,  43371. — 'Small  borrowers  would  be 
punctual  in  repayment,  43372-3. 


Objections  to  Creameries  Unfounded. 

Objections  to  creameries  were  unfounded.;  there 
was  no  need  for  calves  to  deteriorate  owing  to  use 
of  separated  milk,  and  if  the  women  of  the  farm  had 
a little  more  leisure  for  recreation,  etc.,  it  was  a very 
good  tiling,  43328-9. — If  children  suffered  it  was  from 
want  of  humanity  on  part  of  parents;  there  was 
every  facility  for  keeping  back  enough  milk  for  the 
children,  43330-1. — 'Witness  did  not  think  that  the 
decrease  of  tillage  was  due  to  creameries  ; it  was 
more  likely  to  be  due  to  rise  in  wages,  43337-8 


Ordinary  wages  now  were  £20  a year  with  food  and 
lodging,  or  10s.  to  12s.  a week  if  labourer  lived  out, 
but  that  was  rare,  43339-41.— Witness  liad  known  no- 
imng  under  8s.  since  he  was  quite  young,  43342-3. 

•Suggestions  as  to  Improvements! 

A great  deal  of  work  of  -a  local  character  should 

AeKtaS  Srfl  P°"”ils.  “’”J  *8  Dopirtment  of 
Agriculture  should  'have  an  improvements  branch  • 

m"St  "Sf  > ,eft  40  inairidMl  farmers  . 4 

ft,™-'!? 'T  IP'S  V*  t’mda  *»  dr"  «■>  Coaito 

Council  s funds,  the  'Co-operative  Societv  iSM-nto  t 
Kmd  and  the  State  through  3 Worts 

Si°Uld  d“ide  'rf,ich  wfc 

ahonH  fall ; Board  of  Works  should  tout™  to  do 
the  engineering,  but  must  be  co-ordinated  so  fls  to 
jork  sjmpat hetioally  with  other  hedie. ; cipSte  Jj 
lSf‘3o  •™P“  0»  ™«ld  bo  needed  forPmafnte„. 
ance,  etc  , no  body  of  men  would  'be  more  suitable 


ASMOUMTIIUn  SbciBTT's  Woiuj  Vamwcia.  Is, 
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material  to  put  into  the  land,  and  marketing  tka 
produce,  43374-5. 

Three  Operations  needed  foe.  Relief  of 
Congestion. 

There  should  be  three  operations  for  relief  of  con- 
gestion instead  of  one — viz.,  enlargement  of  holdings' 
organisation  of  agriculture,  and  starting  of  industries 
and  development  of  firiieries,  43375. 


Ardfert  Abbey  Home  Farm. 

Gn  Ardfert  Abbey  Home  Farm  there  were  forty 
hands  on  regular  work  ; wages  bill  was  £1,650  a year  • 
labourers  had  grass  parks  for  their  cows,  and  garden, 
plots  attached  to  house ; average  wages  were  12s.  a 
week  ; a shorthorn  herd  used  to  be  maintained,  ,and 
an  auction  of  young  bulls  took  place  every  year ; this 
had!  greatly  improved  class  of  stock  kept  by  farmers  • 
herd  was  dispersed  on.  death  of  late  owner,  but  at 
that  time  Department  began  to  make  provision  -for 
shorthorn  bulls ; in  oilier  respects  system  of  faming 
still  served  for  education  purposes,  all  wheat  being 
sold  to  farmers  as  seed,  etc.  ; landlord  spent  about 
£45,000  on  improvements,  43383.— Land  Acts  bad  put 
■a  stop  to  improvements  by  landlords  by  depriving 
them  of  all  return  for  their  outlay ; rents  on  im- 
proved farms  were  much  more  heavily  cut  down  than 
on  unimproved  farms,  43382-4. 

Houses  for  Artisans — Further  Provision  needed. 

There  was  a gap  in  laws  as  to  provision  for  rural 
industries ; labourers  could  get  houses  built  at  3J,per 
cent.  ; artisans’  houses  could  only  be  built  by  Board 
of  Work’s  loans  at  6£  per  cent.  ; artisans  did  not 
come  under  Labourers  Acts,  because  they  worked  bv 
the  job,  43384-5. 

Taking  over  of  Village  by  the  Land  Commission. 

. Land  Commission  was  making  every  possible  objec- 
tion to  taking  over  villages  on  ground  that  they  were 
uot  good  security ; but  Commissioners  need  not  lose 
if  they  only  paid  for  ground  rent  and  gardens,  leav- 
ing landlord  to  charge  rent  or  interest  for  buildings ; 
some  legislation  would  be  required,  but  the  village 
should  be  treated  -as  a vital  component  part  of  an 
estate,  and  developed  by  co-operative  societies,  cheap 
houses,  places  and  means  of  recreation,  and  by 
libraries  and  lectures,  43385. 


Indebtedness  to  Shopkeepers. 

F arrners  were  terribly  in  debt  to  shopkeepers ; wit- 
ness had  sometimes  been  able  to  arrange  a composi- 
tion ; .all  the  debtors  in  last  presented  by  witness  were- 
purchasers,  but  in  all  cases  purchase  diminished,  not 
increased  obligation  to  landlord,  43385-93.— Indebted- 
ness  was  very  general ; Estates  Commissioners  when 
selling  land  to  -a  tenant  should,  require  a statement  as- 
and  assist  in  bringing  about  a composition, 
43394. — It  could  not  pay  shopkeepers  to  go  on  giving 
credit;  sometimes  it  was  due  to  oarelessness,  but 
sometimes  it  was  due  to  the  desire  to  have  a hold  on- 
farmer,  and  secure  ihds  produce,  4339&-7. — Any 
farmer  who  bought  on  credit  'bad  to  pay  a higher- 
price,  so  that  original  price  included  interest,  43398. 
-Co-operative  societies  hadl  rather  avoided  the  idea 
of  going  into . trade,  43399. — If  a co-operative  store 
were  started1  it  would  have  to  begin  by  advancing 
™ney  to  get  members  clear  out  of  the  shops,  43400. 

The  store  would  have  a fair  chance  of  success, 
43401. — There  were  no  co-operative  stores  in  the 
country  .at  present,  43402. — Cost  of  living  bad  gone 
up  universally,  and  there  had  not  been  an  increase 
^ Pty?Pei'i'ty  to  justify  the  higher  standard  of  living, 
43405-8.  The  standard  was  too  low  before,  but  the 
increased  cost  was  met  by  running  up  debts  at  the 
shops,  43409. 

Congested  Districts  Board  quicker  and  better 
than  Estates  Commissioners. 

In  regard  to  machinery  for  sale  of  land  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  more  expeditious  and  satisfactory 
than  Estates  Commissioners ; it  was  absurd  every- 
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thing  should  be  stopped  for  tlu-eo  months  in  the 
summer  while  officials  kept  holidays ; there  was  no 
such  break  in  the ' work  of  any  other  Department ; 
witness  did  not  blame  the  Commissioners  ; it  was  the 
system  that  was  bad  ; out  of  fifty  millions  of  money 
required  for  work  actually  done  only  seventeen  mil- 
lions had  been  paid  out,  and  there  was  a great 
amount  of  work  in  the  office  not  examined  yet,  43409- 
10  43415-6. — Congested  part  of  Ireland  should  be 
handed  over  bodily  either  fk>  Congested  Districts 
Board  or  to  a Connaught  and  Munster  Sale  Commis- 
sion, sitting  alternately  in  Cork  and  Galway,  and 
the  Estates  Commission  should  be  doubled  from  top 
to  bottom,  the  fiat  of  any  two  Commissioners  to  be 
sufficient  to  authorise  each  transaction,  43410. — 'Sales 
through  Estates  Commissioners  were  necessarily 
slower  than  through  Board,  since  every  holding  had 
to  be  mapped  out,  checked  by  surveyor,  and  inspected, 
whereas  with  the  Board,  the  maps  were  merely  sec- 
tional, there  was  no  checking  of  boundaries,  and  the 
estate  was  only  inspected  as  a whole,  the  Board  deal- 
ing afterwards  with  the  individual  tenant,  43417-20. 
—Payment  had  been  made  in  seven  months  after  a 
sale  to  the  Board,  whereas  the  Talbot-Crosbie  Estate 
was  not  yet  paid  for  after  three  years  in  Estates 
Commissioners’  Office ; on  the  Collis  Sandes  Estate 
the  agreement  was  signed  in  June,  1904,  and  the 
funds  not  allocated  till  July,  1906,  and  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  L.  Talbot-Crosbie’ s Estate  when  the  question  of 
adding  arrears  was  raised  Judge  'Meredith  took  five 
months  to  consider  his  judgment,  43420-2. 
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Industries  in  Kerry. 

Question  of  grass  lands  and  emigration  did  not 
apply  in  Kerry,  but  there  were  other  grievances;  in- 
dustries in  Kerry  and  over  a great  part  of  Ireland 
were  dead ; Ireland  was  practically  in  the  position  of 
a new  country  so  far  as  industries  were  concerned, 
and  a great  many  authorities  and  advocates  of  the 
theory  of  laissez  faire,  such  as  John  Stuart  Mill 
had  acknowledged  that  an  a new  country  protection 
was  justifiable;  so  that  even  a Liberal  Government 
would  be  justified  in  holding  out  a helping  hand  to 
revive  these  industries,  43426. — Ireland  had  a claim 
that  no  new  country  would  have,  its  industries  had 
been  legislated  away ; what  the  English  Government 
ought  to  do  in  the  future  depended  a great  deal  on 
what  they  had  done  in  the  past,  43427. — Witness 
would  like  to  see  Irish  industries  started  and  put  in 
a self-supporting  condition,  43428,  43442.— No 

sensible  man  would  be  in  favour  of  Government  help 
seepmg  on  an  industry  year  by  year  unless  there  was 
general  protection  in  the  country ; in  Ireland  as  long 
as  Free  Trade  principles  remained  it  would  be  absu'rd  ; 
industries  such  as  woollen  industry,  and  cabinet-mak- 
ing would  be  self-supporting  once  they  were  started  and 
?moo  bad  been  taught  how  to  use  proper  apparatus, 
o428.— Industries  were  flourishing  before  the  terrific 
ireposte  were  put.  on,  43429-30. — Extremely  difficult  to 
fstabhsu  a new  industry  in  any  district ; reason  akin 
o that  of  a Sheffield  manufacturer  who  on  being  asked 
ni;L  ««£id  n,ot  starfc  bicycle-making  in  Sheffield  re- 
in 7 -T  began  in  Coventry  and  Birmingham,  they 
nave  1 he  trade  atmosphere  there,  and  skilled  hands,  and 
.'v  110  Vs0  tl^inS  in  Sheffield  now,”  43430.— A 
LF*  °!Vvho  llad  practically  to  learn  a trade  could 
4r<as1Xp^D  to  £et  same  remuneration  as  skilled  people, 
iT/;,  u1ncratio'1  in  Ireland  should  be  lower  than 
'resp??dJinS' . in  England,  and  cheaper 

« glt  ,£.lve  Ireland  a great  pull  in  6ome  of 
pricks  = cheaper  labour  would  be  quite 
Rim,.*  aIn^  ,fc  ,woul(l  fake  generations  before  that 
would  reach  same  scale  of  perfection  as  English 


labour,  therefore  it  would  not  be  so  cheap  as  it  looked ; 
a carpenter  in  America  was  paid  higher  wages  than 
in  England,  because  American  carpenter  did  his  work 
quicker  than  an  English  one ; a bricklayer  in  America 
would  lay  4,500  blocks  in  a day,  and  in  Ireland  400, 
43432. — If  he  did  not  do  them  be  would  have  to  go; 
Government  help  would  still  have  to  be  obtained  to 
supplement  want  of  skill  and  training,  43433. — Wit- 
ness called  protection  and  subsidies  the  same,  43434, 
43437. — Plainer  industries  such  as  hand  looms  would 
derive  benefit  from  cheap  labour,  they  did  not  require 
any  high  degree  of  skill ; cheap  labour  would  give  an- 
advantage,  and  financial  'help  from  Government  need 
not  be  very  large  and  would  only  be  wanted  for  a 
certain  time,  43435. — People  would  not  ask  foi’  a 
tariff,  43436. — Subsidy  was  a very  different  thing 
from  a tariff,  if  there  was  protection  it  would  shut 
out  any  articles  from  other  countries  and  give  people 
in  Ireland  an  opportunity  to  make  such  articles  though 
of  inferior  quality  to  begin  with,  43439-40.— Under 
witness’s  system  of  giving  subsidy  to  trade  undertak- 
ings of  this  kind,  there  would  be  nothing  in  the  sense' 
of  protection,  and  they  would  compete  freely  with 
articles  from  England  and  Scotland,  43441.—' Wit- 
ness’s idea  was  to  revive  old  industries,  such  as  the 
linen  industry,  at  Dingle,  raw  material  of  linens  and 
woollens  was  got  from  Belgium  and  manufactured 
m Scotland  and  north  of  Queensland  as  Scotch  and 
Irish, _ 43443. — It  would  be  hopeless  to  attempt  to  re- 
vive in  congested  districts  without  Government  help, 
43444-5. — But  an  industry  that  flourished  before 
would  flourish  now,  taking  altered  circumstances  into 
consideration;  woollen  industry  was  specially  suited 
to  congested  districts  and  had  never  quite  died  out 
in  Kerry  it  would  assist  agriculture  by  providing 
employment  for  persons  who  must  otherwise  emigrate, 
43446-7. — Work  of  Congested  Districts  Board  showed 
the  people  had  skill  and  commercial  aptitude  but  in- 
dustries could  only  be  revived  by  financial  help  and 
strong  stimulus,  43448-51. — Instructors  were  numerous 
but  the  stimulus  and  example  provided  by  the  exist- 
ence of  industries  themselves  was  the  only  form  of 
instruction  worth  anything  in  congested  district  or 
elsewhere,  43452-3. — Instruction,  so  far  as  regarded  the 
poorer  people  in  congested  districts  had  produced 
nothing  but  expenditure,  43454-5,  43462.— Success  of 
Foxford  .industry  was  due  to  inspection,  financial  help 
and  skilled  division,  43456-8. — The  Iveragh  industry 
in  Caherciveen  would  have  succeeded  with  the  same 
advantages,  43459.— Fair  success  could  be  obtained 
with  direction  by  an  ordinary  person  of  good  busi-. 
ness  habits  and  fair  commercial  aptitude,  43460.— 
Congested  districts  could  be  greatly  improved  by  the- 
starting  of  model  farms  here  and  there,  which  need" 
not  be  expensive,  43460. — Witness  could  see  no  value 
in  Department’s  experiments,  agricultural  work  had- 
not  been  more  successful  in  non-congested  than  in  con 
gested  districts,  though  in  the  former  people  might  be 
supposed  to  have  more  money  and  intelligence,  43461- 
4.— Whether  improvement  would  result  from  district 
instructors  remaining  in  congested  districts  would 
depend  on  the  way  they  worked,-  the  teaching  must  be 
practical,  43465. — Model  farms  would  bo  of  great  use 
for  purpose  of  testing  theory,  43466. 


System  of  Agricultural  Training  for  Boys  would 

DE  U6EFUL. 

A system  of  agricultural  training  for  boys  in  central 
National  schools  would  be  useful,  but  the  model  farms' 
would  be  needed  as  well,  the  old  people  wanted  edu- 
cation as  well  as  the  young,  43467.— When  the  Board 
began  spraying  they  could  scarcely  get  people  to  do- 
it-;  now  every  farmer  in  the  district  could  do  the 
litmus  paper  test,  43467-76. — Spraying  was  very  suc- 
cessful when  done  twice  and  when  care  was  taken  to  do 
it  again  if  rain  washed  it,  off,  43477. 


Indebtedness  to  Shopkeepers. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Trench’s  evidence  as  to  indebtedness 

to  shopkeepers  witness  thought  instances  given  were, 
exceptional,  it  was  only  a few  large  merchants  in 
Iralee  who  could  give  certain  amount  of  credit,  and  ' 
farmers  of  the 'district  were  prudent  and  thrifty  on 
the  whole,  43477-9.  J ■ 
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Necessity  foe  Lime. 

Great  necessity  for  lime  in  Kilcummin  district,  also 
drainage;  district  was  entirely  composed  of  small 
occupiers,  and  was  very  congested,  43481,  43499, 
43502. — It  was  all  reclaimed  land,  and  had  gone  back 
very  much  in  quality  within  last  thirty  years;  re- 
claimed land  went  back  very  much  when  not  attended 
to  properly,  43481,  43493,  43494. —Only  one  limestone 
quarry  in  the  district,  it  was  not  working  at  present, 
it  had  been  closed  since  March,  43482-3,  43487. — Wit- 
ness did  not  know  the  reason  Lord  Ken  mare  did  not 
employ  the  men,  43484. — Plenty  of  demand  for  lime 
in  winter,  and  for  sixteen  miles  round  there  was  no 
other  limestone  quarry,  43485. — Quarry  belonged  to 
Lord  Kenmare,  and  he  would  not  allow  any  man  to 
interfere,  43486. — He  charged  2s.  a barrel  for  lime, 
43487.— No  difficulty  as  to  fuel,  plenty  of  turbary  all 
round,  thousands  of  acres  of  bog,  43488. — Quarrying 
always  stopped  in  harvest  time,  also  in  March  when 
crops  were  down,  43489. — Perhaps  quarry  would  open 
again  in  the  winter,  but  tflie  real  time  for  it  to  be 
open  was  March,  April  and  May,  43490. 

Want  of  Bolls  and  Stallions. 


MacGILLICUDDY  OF  THE  REEKS,  Tm-eon. 

people  were  heavily  taxed,  43511,  43517-8.— Delivery 
was  very  difficult,  witness,  if  he  had  quarries  of  1m 
own,  would  get  motor  care,  but  that  would  entail 
much  expenditure  in  strengthening  bridges,  43520  — 
Some  delivery  might  be  done  by  boat,  but  it  was 
rather  dangerous  work,  43524. — Nearest  points  at 
which  lime  could  be  got  for  western  ends  of  the  three 
peninsulas  were  Castlemaine,  Kenmare,  and 
Killorglin,  the  peninsulas  were  all  congested,  and 
thedr  total  area  was  nearly  half  the  county;  there 
was  a very  fine  quarry  near  the  boundary  with  Cork 
with  an  immensity  of  fuel  close  to  it ; difficulties  arose 
when  quarry  owners  neither  worked  quarries  ihem- 
selves  nor  permitted  other  people  to  do  so;  whatever 
agency  bought  estates  should  take  quarries  into  their 
own  hands  and  work  them  on  modem  methods  as 
at  Llandulas  in  Wales  with  rock  drill  and  Hoffman 
kilns,  if  that  were  done  the  forty-two  gallon  barrel 
could  be  given  at  9 d.,  43511-2. — Local  men  might 
combine  to  work  a quarry  and  supply  the  neighbour- 
hood but  they  would  need  the  right  to  work  it,  and 
the  machinery,  43511. — Farmers  would  be  willing  to 
pay  a reasonable  price  for  it,  43517. — Anyone  would 
give  Is.  a barrel,  but  it  was  imperative  that  they 
should  rescue  farmers  from  the  power  of  mortgage, 


Good  bulls  were  wanted  in  the  district,  there  were 
none,  also  good  stallions,  the  ones  they  had  being  of 
the  worst  class,  43490. — There  was  a fanner  in  the 
district  who  could  buy'  a bull,  but  'he  would  keep  it 
to  himself  and  he  would  not  lend  bull  unless  to  a 
few  people,  43491. — Fair  way  would  be  to  give  price 
of  bull  to  a man  or  iwo  and  let  them  give  security 
for  price,  43492. — Department’s  premiums  would  do 
very  well,  no  high  class  cattle  wanted,  from  £15  to 
£18  was  sufficient,  43493. — People  were  so  poor  that 
it  would  be  a great  benefit  if  they  had  a stallion, 
43506.— -Witness  had  two  mares  himself,  43507-8. — 
His  neighbours  all  had  horses,  43509. — People  got 
stallions  for  7s.  6 d.,  and  instead  of  going  to  a good 
horse  they  would  have  good  foals,  43510. 

Land  Purchase. 

District  now  under  sale  by  Lord  Kenmare,  people 
not  getting  any  advantage  beyond  districts  all  round 
where  there  was  good  natural  land,  43494. — They 
would  only  fall  in  with  the  rest  of  the  district  in 
the  purchase ; good  thing  if  money  were  advanced  to 
people  at  low  interest ; many  were  short  of  cattle,  and 
great  many  wanted  to  improve  their  farms,  43495-6. 
— Piace  had  been  originally  called  “ the  rushy  moun- 
tain, ’ 43496. — It  should  not  be  compared  with  places 
with  naturally  good  land,  it  was  only  third  or  fourth 
lass  land,  43497-8. — No  advantage  derived  from  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  over  districts  that  were  not 
congested,  there  were  a few  roads,  43500.— There  was 
no  Parish  Committee,  43501. 


Migration. 

People  on  uneconomic  holdings  would  migrate  if  they 
oould  get  land  outside  Kerry;  there  was  no  labour 
and  people  had  gone  to  Limerick,  or  Waterford,  or 
even  to  America,  employers  were  not  able  to  pay 
43503-4. — They  would  go  to  the  next  county,  or  the 
county  beyond  it,  where  they  go  now  to  America  or 
Australia,  43505.— Only  one  farm  in  the  vicinity  for 
enlargement  of  holdings,  and  the  family  were  not 
living  m the  division,  there  was  another  farm  of  400 
or  500  acres  of  bog  and  mixed  land,  43506. 


THE  MacGILLICUDDY  OF  THE  REEKS. 


LfFEC'T  OF  HAVING  NO  TRANSIT  FACILITIES  ON  SuPPL 

of  Lime. 

Lime  was  the  great  need  of  these  districts,  wher 
bog  preponderated  43511,  43514.-Lime  implied  dr 
land,  drainage,  and  means  of  communication ; dn  man 
places  in  Kerry  it  had  fallen  into  disuse  because  dis 
tances  were  too  great,  and  railway  rates  too  liig 
though  the  carnage  of  lime  and  sea-sand  was  primar 
reason  for  building  railways  in  Dingle,  Caherciveeii 
and  Kenmare  peninsulas  under  guarantee  for  whicl 


Sea-Sand  used  in  place  of  Lime. 

Sea-sand  was  used  instead  of  lime;  it  was  inferior 
to  lime  but  had  many  good  qualities,  43517-8.— Lima 
or  sand  was  necessary  for  clay  as  well  as  bog,  43521-2, 
— It  would  be  useless  to  look  for  limestone  deeper 
down  than  tfiie  outcrop,  43523-4. — It  was  absurd  to 
compare  England  and  Ireland  in  regard  to  the  need 
for  Government  help  because  for  300  years  Irish  wealth 
in  shape  of  rents  had  been  going  across  the  water, 
43513. 

Difficulties  in  eegaed  to  Sale  of  Kenmare  Estate. 

Difficulties  in  regard  to  sale  of  Kenmare  Estate 
were  due,  not  to  Lord  Kenmare,  but  to  a hardly 
justifiable  rise  in  rents  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  then 
the  management,  by  a receiver,  Maurice  Leonard, 
whose  practices  were  described  by  a county  court  judge 
as  thoroughly  unjustifiable,  43515-6. — Witness  in  lua 
endeavour  to  sell  to  tenants  had  been  tripped  up 
again  and  again  by  mortgages ; men  who  wanted  to 
work  for  their  country  should  be  released  from  the 
power  of  mortgagees,  43517. 


Tourist  Development  Scheme. 

County  beyond  Killamey  ought  to  be  opened  up 
for  middle  class  tourists  as  Switzerland  and  Northern 
Italy  had  been  by  the  peasant  proprietors  building 
simple,  clean,  small  boarding-houses,  where  people 
could  be  put  up  for,  say,  30s.  a week ; the  proprietor 
would  get  a mairket  for  his  goods  on  the  spot,  saving 
middleman’s  profit  and  costs  of  transport,  43525-6, 
43528-9,  43531. — Charges  in  existing  hotels  were  pro- 
hibitive except  to  very  few,  43529-30. — One  or  two 
people,  Mr.  John  Gissane  of  the  Black  Valley,  Mr. 
David  Doran,  at  Caragh  Lake,  etc.,  were  already 
taking  tourists,  it  was  beginning  slowly,  43527, 
43531. 


Roads  Needed. 

Road  would  have  to  be  improved  and  extended  to 
make  it  easy  to  drive  from  Killairney  to  Waterville; 
the  road  had  been  passed  unanimously  at  road  sessions 
in  1885,  and  was  thrown  out  by  Lord  Kenmare’s  agent 
on  a technical  mistake,  43531. — There  were  two  bus 
of  road  needed,  Derrycunnihy  to  Garrymeen  and  Black 
Valley  to  Glencar,  another  road  from  Caragh  Lake 
was  nearly  built  but  required  to  be  finished,  43531. 


Co-operation  as  applied  to  Fisheries. 

Fisheries,  coast  and  inland,  were  of  foremost  im- 
portance, and  people  were  robbed  in  every  direction 
by  the  middleman  ; Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  had  broken 
down  owing  to  Billingsgate  ring,  43534. — Co-operation 
was  the  natural  system  in  Ireland,  English  Joint 
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Stock  concerns  took  their  framework  and  organisation 
from  the  old  Irish  tribal  system ; witness  determined 
to  apply  co-operation,  and  he  and  a friend  embodied 
their  views  in  a little  pamphlet  which  was  the  frame- 
work of  all  Sir  H.  Plunkett’s  work ; if  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Bear'd  wanted  to  be  of  as  much  use  as  possible 
they  must  encourage  co-operation;  witness  had  gone 
through  the  bankruptcy  coux*t  in  order  to  keep  'his 
people  out  of  it-  and  men  who  had  done  that  had 
some  right  to  be  heard  with  respect,  43535. 

Extent  and  Situation  or  Witness’s  Estate. 
Witness’s  estate  was  17,000  acres  in  extent,  about 

1.000  acres  close  to  Killarney,  800  round  the  Reeks, 

5.000  or  6,000  round  Caragh  Lake ; it  was  all  con- 
fiscated in  time  of  Charles  I.,  and  Charles  II.  re- 
granted  all  that  was  not  passed  in  patent  to  Crom- 
wellian settlers,  43536-7. 

Tendency  to  overload  a Successful  Man  with 
Work. 

One  mischievous  thing  in  Ireland  was  the  tendency 
whenever  a man  was  successful,  a land  agent  for  in- 
stance, for  everyone  to  go  to  him  till  he  was  so  over- 
burdened with  work  that  he  conld  do  nothing  at  all, 
43537. 
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O’RIORDAN,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 

some  of  whom  also  emigrated,  would  not  have  equal 
claim  to  those  coming  from  Kerry,  where  congestion 
was  so  great,  as  they  would  bring  their  old  people, 
43575,  43577.— There  were  1,023  holdings  in  Cahir- 
civeen  Union  of  £5  valuation  and  under,  and  1,220 
under  £10,  43562. — There  were  hardly  any  labourers, 
all  being  small  farmers,  43563. — To  eke  out  a living 
on  a holding  of  £5  valuation  would  be  equal  to  penal 
servitude  to  many,  43570. — English  who  had  caused 
the  mischief  should  undo  it  and  pay  the  cost,  43550, 
43573,  43578. — There  had  been  a Parliament  in  Ire- 
land, but  it  was  one  of  English  settlers,  43579-80.— 
Witness  was  conscious  that  his  scheme  might  seem 
bold  and  .visionary,  but  the  root  of  the  evil  must  be 
attacked ; if  this  were  impracticable  he  would  sug- 
gest not  remedies  for  congestion,  but  the  improvement 
of  holdings  and  of  the  condition  of  the  people,  43559- 
60,  43578,  43580. 


Land  Purchase. 

First  and  foremost  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  purchase  land  from  the  two  or  three  large 
landlords  of  the  district,  preferably  by  free  purchase, 
but  if  necessary  by  compulsion,  becoming  the  land- 
lord for  about  ten  years,  developing  land,  showing 
people  how  to  do  so,  and  then  passing  it  on  to  the 
tenant ; there  were  the  huge  estates  of  Trinity  College 
and  Lord  Lansdowne,  with  whom  the  poor  could  not 
negotiate  direct,  both  should  be  made  to  sell  and  the 
Board  should  intervene  ; where  they  did  so  they  were 
real  fathers  to  the  people,  43580-4. — Only  one  estate, 
the  Burns-Hartopp,  had  been  bought  in  the  district, 
43580. — Trinity  College  the  head  landlord ; not  a bad 
one,  but  the  land  should  be  given  to  the  people  on 
fair  terms,  43581-3. 


Congestion  in  Ireland. 

Position  of  Congested  Districts  Board  was  anoma- 
lous, congestion  being  local,  whilst  the  country  as  a 
whole  was  lacking  in  population ; the  western  sea- 
l.oard  was  over-populated,  the  population  being 
greater  in  the  poor  counties  of  Mayo  and  Donegal 
than  in  rich  lands  of  Meath  and  Kildare,  43539-40. 
— Few  places  were  so  thickly  populated  in  proportion 
to  valuation  as  Cahirciveen,  43540. — The  cause  was 
that  people  were  driven  from  the  counties  round  Dub- 
lin and  the  central  counties  to  the  fastnesses  of  the 
west,  43539. — Even  though  the  surplus  population  be 
now  removed  congestion  would  recur  within  twenty 
or  thirty  years  bv  natural  increase,  43539,  43541, 
43543. 


Amalgamation  of  Holdings  and  Migration  oni; 

Remedies  for  Congestion. 

The  only  permanent  remedy  lay  in  the  amalga 
mation  of  holdings  to  a minimum  limit  of  £10  o 
£15  valuation,  43542-4,  42548-9,  43556,  43559.— Am 
transplantation  of  at  least  one-third  of  people  to  rid 
counties  of  the  Pale  from  which  their  forefathers  wer 
driven,  43539-40,  43544,  43552,  43560-62,  43567.- 
Amalgamation  of  holdings  could  only  take  place  b; 
removal  of  holders  ; there  was  no  spare  land  in  Kerry 
43549-50,  43555-6. — People  would  go  to  Meath  o 
Kildare  rather  than  to  New  York,  if  sent  in  group 
a”  ft 6 same  neighbourhood,  not  otherwise,  43545 
40549,  43551-2. — Young  sons  and  daughters  of  presen 
occupiers  would  go  first,  43546-7,  43553,  43563.— Th 
old,  the  actual  holders,  would  follow  if  they  heari 
t ie  young  were  comfortable,  43546,  43554,  43569.- 
uid  men  would,  go  to  mind  the  cows,  43557,  43569.- 
inSS  holdings  would  be  amalgamated  by  consent 
40004.— if  a young  man,  who  was  to  succeed  hi 
ftlS*  ,t0  a better  homing  in  Kildare  o 

m botb  iC0U?d,  be  easily  made  to  sign  an  agree 
So  71°  "I 'jj?11*  ft?  fa  Kerry,  43552-3 

40570-71.— Additional  holdings,  five  or  six  for  ever 
six  or  eight  holders  migrated,  would  be  created  thu 
f in<lv but  not  in  tllat  district,  43565-8.— Ii 
jlI  “ oldl; ng  occupied  by  old  couple  whose  son  die 
ifhewnr  thp  °Id  sh?u}dbe  obliged  to  go  with  the  soi 
and  ftW  ,viglVtn  a hol.d,nS  elsewhere,  43572.— Youni 
wish  St0^d  migrate,  43574.— Witness  did  no 

eraLr  the  young  men  of  Kildare,  but  th, 

on  wWh  ‘ ,1i,VedA?  Dubhn  ,and  had  hundreds  of  acre 
he  looked  / oLj  berd  to  mind  them  shoulc 

“k“  435ra.  43575. — Young  men  of  Kildare 


Arterial  Drainage. 

If  the  estates  were  purchased  by  the  Board,  before 
selling  to  the  tenants  it  should,  before  all,  undertake 
arterial  drainage  which  could  not  be  done  by  farmers 
of  £5  to  £10  valuation,  and  should  be  the  duty  of  a 
public  authority  ; in  that  parish  and  the  neighbouring 
one  they  were  swamped  with  water ; there  were  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  bog,  through  which  the  Board  should 
make  canals  and  great  arterial  drains  into  them  ; 
the  small  holder  would  drain  into  these,  43583,  43585- 
9,  43591. — The  great  drains  should  be  four  or  five 
feet  below  and  ten  feet  above,  and  should  be  kept  in 
repair  by  Government,  as  the  dykes  in  Holland,  43586. 
— The  large  landlords — Trinity  College  and  Lord 
Lansdown — did  nothing  since  the  Land  Act  came  into 
force  but  take  the  rent ; many  smaller  landlords  fol- 
lowed their  example,  and  the  tenants  in  their  place 
would  be  as  exacting,  43584. — In  present  condition  of 
land  people  lived  from  hand  to  mouth  ; they  would 
improve  inside  of  their  houses  where  landlord  could 
not  see,  but  outside  they  did  nothing  lest  they  should 
be  thought  prosperous,  this  being  thought  dangerous 
in  the  past,  43587. 


Lime  was  scarce,  but  it  was  useless  to  mention  it 
before  drainage ; facilities  for  obtaining  it  should  be 
granted,  43588,  43591. — Supply  of  lime  was  not  so  far 
away — Killorglin  or  Kenmare  ; there  should  be  a siding 
at  Kells,  at  Mountain  Stage  and  Glenbeigli,  so  that 
wagons  could  be  put  up  for  the  use  of  tenants,  in- 
stead of  drawing  lime  up  nine  or  ten  miles  from 
Cahirciveen,  43588-9.— The  line  was  part  of  the  main 
system  of  Great  Southern  line ; there  was  a guar- 
antee for  a smaller  portion  built  a short  time  ago 
from  Farranfore  to  Killorglin,  but  much  more  might 
be  done,  43589-90. — Best  lime  for  agricultural  use  was 
that  of  Killorglin,  43595. — Present  price,  at  Cahir- 
oiveen,  of  lime  for  any  purpose  was  2s.  6 d.  a barrel, 
which  was  same  as  an  ordinary  bag  ; this  was  not 
an  economic  price ; formerly  the  price  was  3s., 
43588,  43592,  43594. — At  the  kiln  it  was  selling  at 
Is.  3d.  or  Is.  Ad.  a barrel,  43597. — But  in  large  quan- 
tities it  would  be  obtainable  at  a reduced  price, 
43597,  43608. — It  should  be  landed  at  station  and 
sold  for  Is.  at  most,  its  intrinsic  value,  43588,  43596. 
—Board  should  help  by  subsidy  paid  direct  to  kiln- 
owner  to  extent  of  a quarter  of  price,  and  give  it  to 
people  at  Is.  a barrel,  a sum  the  people  could  afford 
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to  give,  43593,  43593-9,  43609-10. — Cost  of  carriage 
would  be  unappreciable  ; it  cost  £6  or  £7  to  bring 
a wagon  of  lime  from  Killorglin,  a rate  of  a penny 
a barrel,  43600. — The  difference  in  price  from  present 
cost  was  owing  to  middleman's  profit,  43601-2. — Best 
lime  for  building  purposes,  such  as  that  used  for 
church  came  from  Kenmare,  and  bought  in  great 
quantities  by  witness  almost  at  cost  price,  came  to 
about  £6  10s.  or  £6  15s.  a wagon  of  six  or  seven  tons, 
or  about  2s.  a barrel ; much  cheaper  than  the  other 
rate,  this  being  for  best  building  lime  and  from 
Kenmare,  43595,  43602-6. — Co-operative  purchase  by 
farmers  associating  to  get  a large  quantity  by  train 
from  Killorglin  was  a capital  idea,  but  they  were  not 
so  advanced ; here  lay  the  advantage  of  education, 
43607. — Supposing  a public  body  gave  a temporary 
subsidy  of  3d.  or  4d.  a barrel,  such  co-operation  should 
be  found  amongst  them  in  two  or  three  years,  dis- 
pensing with  further  subsidy,  especially  if  the  Board 
were  the  landlord,  43610-3. — The  people  should  be 
taught  the  use  of  lime,  which  they  never  had  and 
knew  nothing  about ; they  had  but  a little  sand, 
43613. 


Parish  Committee  Grant  and  Work. 

Grant  for  Cahirciveen  was  a miserable  dole,  £118 
was  the  sum,  but  owing  to  red  tape  they  were  only 
able  to  obtain  £40  that  year ; it  should  be  made  at 
least  £200  to  encourage  work,  43613-4. — Many  little 
houses  were  hardly  fit  to  live  in,  43614. — Respecting 
present  work  of  Committee,  removal  of  manure  from 
near  houses  was  being  insisted  on,  new  pits  were  being 
made,  houses  improved  and  roofed,  43615. 

Fisheries. 

More  should  be  done  by  Board  for  local  fisheries ; 
much  good  had  been  done  in  Donegal  and  Mayo,  but 
since  1892  Kerry  had  received  only  £25,000  out  of  a 
total  expenditure  of  a million  and  a quarter ; its  due 
proportion  was  £200,000,  43616. — Witness  admitted 
that  a large  part  of  the  total  sum  was  spent  on  pur- 
chase of  estates,  one  being  bought  at  Coonana  in 
Cahirciveen  parish,  on  which  £4,400  was  spent,  and 
the  pier  built  there  on  a sandy  foundation  was  doing 
very  well,  43617-20,  43624. 


Slips. 

Coscroum,  north  of  Reenard, * was  sadly  neglected; 
there  was  a colony  of  about  100  hardy,  industrious 
fishermen,  the  most  deserving  on  the  seaboard,  who 
should  be  encouraged;  they  needed  a small  pier,  or 
better  still,  one  with  a slip  ,at  the  end ; when  Mr. 
Bryce,  the  late  Chief  Secretary,  came  down  a year 
previous  lie  promised  help  in  answer  to  a petition, 
but  nothing  had  been  done  since,  43620,  43623,  43625. 
—An  officer  under  the  Board  came  a month  ago,  took 
bearings,  but  no  more  had  been  heard  since,  although 
the  Boards  grant  under  Marines  Act  was  £2,500; 

?ar™ent  resP°nsibIe  should  carry  out  the  work, 
43620-3.  The  cost  would  only  be  about  £1,500,  there 
being  a rocky  foundation,  43624.— Slips  were  greatly 
needed  at  Reenard,  wnere  the  pilots  were,  at  Vigett’s 
Eland,  43620  —A  slip  was  needed  at  the  mouth  of 
\ alentia  Harbour,  outside  the  lighthouse,  near  whicli 
an  accident  happened  some  time  ago  in  the  North 
Channel,  several  lives  being  lost,  43629-31.— Slips  were 
Lut'n  wrong  places  ; local  people  should  be  consulted 
by  tlie  Board  s officers,  43630,  43635,-Notliing  was 
Ed  W rf  f S*a?  a sliP  at  Cloonaska?  that 

should  be  granted  if  all  else  were  refused ; the  fislier- 
: ’ a,  nr111,8  set  of  men-  were  at  present  obliged 
by  the  dangerous  channel  of  Bigness  Island, 


Steamer  Traffic. 

“MU-re  and  slim 
Silw.v  n",*”®0  should  compete  -m 

met  w h * "T  i“1  "“''■“Poly  i until  a few  ye, 
past  a steamer  plied  round  the  coast,  43673  —I  v 
should  come  from  Kenmare  by  beat,  43538. 

iMTOTCTiott  ra  ' Hushing  Coking. 

An  instructor  in  herring  curing  was  needed  I 

bn?  i 


Improvements  for  Fish  and  Boats. 

Witness  was  also  instructed  on  behalf  of  Reenard 
to  ask  for  a steriliser  for  fish,  as  used  at  Birkenhead  • 
this  would  be  a great  boon,  keeping  the  fish  sound 
for  days  until  it  could  be  cured,  43626-9. — Steriliser 
should  be  provided  by  Board  free  of  charge,  43626 
— Better  boats,  cover  boats  were  required,  instead  of 
the  long  open  boats  now  used ; sails  were  sometimes 
used,  and  the  men  went  out  eight  or  ten  miles 
43631-5. 


Leases  for  Houses  in  Town. 

Restrictions  on  building  were  so  many  that  there 
was  very  little  inducement  to  build ; it  should  be 
possible  to  obtain  leases  for  houses  and  building 
plots  in  the  town  from  Trinity  College,  the  owner  of 
(he  town  and  all  about  it ; one  enterprising  man 
whose  house  was  burned  down,  very  foolishly  spent 
£1,000  on  re-building  without  a lease ; as  a tenant- 
at-will  he  could  be  turned  out,  the  house  being  built 
before  Town  Tenants  Act ; he  had  wished  to  build  a 
modest  place,  but  added  another  storey  on  advice 
from  witness,  who  ignored  that  there  was  no  lease' 
one  for  99  years  was  required,  but  Trinity  College 
would  date  it  from  1877,  43635-44. 

Cattle. 

Respecting  the  breed  of  cattle,  foreign  breeds  should 
not  be  imported  into  Kerry  ; the  native  Kerry  cow 
was  a very  good  milker  and  the  best  for  the  place, 
the  only  one  that  would  live  and  thrive  there;  the 
Board  should  also  send  native  Irish  horses,  like  the 
excellent  breed  in  County  Cork,  not  half  racers,  43644- 
5. — Witness  knew  that  class  of  work  was  now  under 
the  Department,  43646. 

Woollen  Industries. 

Board  should  introduce  and  foster  industries ; the 
making  of  woollen  stuffs  should  be  encouraged,  and  to 
some  extent  subsidised  ; there  was  plenty  of  sheep  and 
a quantity  of  wool,  43646,  43651-2,  43656.— The  only 
factory  in  the  district  was  in  the  Convent,  and  they 
had  received  little  encouragement,  but  the  Department 
was  responsible  for  this,  not  the  Board ; the  nuns  and 
witness  had  bought  a house  and  expended  almost 
£100  on  machinery  and  equipment,  and  thinking  the 
Department  might  fairly  pay  for  the  latter,  sent 
them  the  invoice,  but  met  with  a stem  refusal;  wit- 
ness went  to  the  County  Council  at  Tralee,  whicli 
works  with  the  Department,  and  the  Council  were 
willing  to  help,  but  an  official  from  the  Department 
interfered,  and  from  that  day  to  the  present  the 
money  for  the  machinery  had  not  been  obtained, 
43646-8. — The  factory  had  not  been  subsidised  by  the 
Board,  43655. — But  industry  was  coming  on  ; it  was 
the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  district;  they  were 
making  hosiery  and  lace  of  good  quality,  and  em- 
ployed fifty-eight  girls  in  the  factory,  and  twenty  in 
their  homes,  43649-50. — A small  trader  in  the  town, 
named  O'Shea,  produced  home-spuns,  employing  far- 
mers’ wives  in  the  country  to  spin  wool  and  make 
thread,  which  was  worked  on  old  primitive  looms ; 
he  employed  seven  or  eight  women,  but  if  encouraged 
this  would  develop  into  a thriving  industry;  O'Shea 
should  be  encouraged  and  given  some  capital,  43646, 
43650-2,  43655-7. — This  subsidy  would  enable  him  to 
pay  the  women  and  to  sell  the  woollens  a little 
cheaper  and  set  the  industry  on  its  feet,  43657.— 
These  old  women  worked  for  very  little,  but  they 
and  the  weaver  should  be  paid,  43662.— It  would  be  an 
advantage  if  the  people  had  improved  looms  and  an 
instructor  were  sent  down,  and  if  an  inspector  were 
to  classify  and  mark  the  webs,  and  a connection  were 
obtained  with  the  industries  in  Dublin  and  London, 
^3659-61. — Witness  had  met  Mr.  Walker,  an 
officer  of  the  Board,  once ; he  had  done  some  good, 
and  was  about  to  obtain  a position  for  one  of  the 
local  workers  under  the  Board,  43663-4. 


Butter  Industry. 

Butter  industry,  which  was  still  more  important, 
was  ruined  for  want  of  a trade  mark  and  the  want 
of  any  system  of  grading,  43653-5,  43662,  43664.- 
There  was  no  standard  or  distinction  as  to  classes  of 
butter,  the  farmers’  wives  get  no  better  price  for  the 
good  butter  than ' the  bad ; several  local  gentlemen 
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bought  all  the  butter  on  the  side  of  the  roads,  so  that 
the  women  scarcely  came  into  the  markets  ; the  butter 
was  all  mixed  together  and  was  getting  a bad  name, 
43664-69,  43673. — There  were  no  creameries,  there 
were  only  a few  gallons  of  milk  in  each  house,  43665. 
— Without  encoux-agement  there  would  soon  be  no  good 
butter,  43668. — There  should  be  an  inspector  to  visit 
the  market  and  other  districts  and  put  the  markets 
on  a proper  footing ; there  should  be  a weighbridge, 
an  inspector,  and  a market  for  the  district ; the  in- 
spector, officially  appointed,  should  grade  the  butter 
and  mark  it  first,  second,  and  third,  in  three  quali- 
ties, in  Cahirciveen,  Dingle  and  Kenmare,  and  let 
the  buyer  give  his  price  according  to  the  quality, 
43664-5,  43670-3. — The  inspector  appointed  could  visit 
five  or  six  towns  a week  and  grade  the  butter,  and 
the  local  buyers  could  price  it  then,  43673. 


O'DRISCOLL,  Mr.  ALEXANDER. 

Position  of  Witness. 

Former  member  of  the  Agricultural  Council,  living 
at  Valentia  Island,  a landowner  and  farmer,  engaged 
in  the  fishing  industry  and  timber  import  trade,  and 
owner  of  steam  sawmills,  nominated  by  County  Coun- 
cil, 43674-8. 


Land  Purchase. 

; It  was  of  utmost  importance  that  tenants  be  assisted 
in  purchase  of  their  holdings,  43674,  43678.— To 
achieve  this  the  Board  should  either  simultaneously 
buy  every  estate  offered  them  in  any  one  district,  or 
none  at  all ; all  the  estates  in  the  congested  districts 
required  improving,  and  all  should  be  dealt  with  alike, 
43678-84. — When  the  Board  purchased  one  estate  in 
each  congested  district,  whilst  the  adjoining  one  had 
no  prospect  of  enlargement  of  holdings  or  erection  of 
new  houses,  the  impression  was  strengthened  that  the 
Board  was  an  institution  for  the  dispensation  of 
patronage,  and  the  operation  of  wider  policy  of  Im- 
perial Parliament  was  retarded  ; purchase  of  Dillon 
Estate  in  Mayo  created  immense  difficulties,  and  pur- 
chase of  Hartopp  and  Butler  Estates  in  Kerry  put.  a 
stop  to  proceeding  between  landlord  and  tenant  direct, 
and  led  tenants  to  ask  their  landlords  to  sell  to  Board 
instead,  43678,  43687. — If  no  land  were  allowed  to  pass 
from  landlord  to  tenant,  Board  should  be  given  com- 
pulsory power  providing  for  purchase  at  a reasonable 
price,  43685. — Witness  had  not  considered  number  of 
inspectors  or  amount  of  capital  necessary  to  effect  this, 
43686-7. — In  Valentia  the  Board  had  bought  a farm 
from  a gentleman  who  wished  to  sell,  ostensibly  as  a 
site  for  houses  and  allotments  for  fishermen,  after  five 
years  nothing  had  been  done,  beyond  putting  a care- 
taker in  charge,  though  the  farm  was  sufficiently  large 
to  give  allotments,  43687-8. — In  1903,  when  the  Land 
Act  was  passed,  witness  offered  a small  property  to 
Board  without  naming  price,  simply  on  Land  Confer- 
ence terms,  which  he  understood  to  be  a reduction  of 
4s.  on  second  term  rents  and  6s.  on  first  term  rents, 
and  then  to  sell  to  tenants  on  that  basis  ; Board  took 
two  years  to  consider  it,  and  then  declined,  43743-5, 
43749. — No  land  was  sold  in  the  district,  43746. — Wit- 
ness did  not  know  what  prices  were  paid  throughout 
Kerry,  43747-8. 


Failure  of  Schemes  of  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Unequal  treatment  strengthened  impression  that 
Board,  striving  after  popularity,  also  took  the 
maximum  of  credit  to  itself  on  all  occasions, 
even  when  actual  harm  had  been  done  to  the  com- 
munity, 43687,  43689. — Several  of  the  Board's  schemes 
were  dismal  failures,  43698,  43707,  43712,  43717,  43737. 
— Witness  attributed  failure  in  connection  with  live 
stock  schemes  .to  the  pressure  in  higher  offices  of  Board 
of  too  strong  a Scottish  element,  basing  their  action 
on  what  was  done  in  Scotland,  43710.— Respecting  the 
difficulty  of  reaching  the  proper  authority  for  any 
scheme,  who  should  give  assistance,  and  who  spent  the 
money,  witness  proceeded  to  give  instances,  43687-98. 


O’DRISCOLL,  Mr.  ALEXANDER — continued. 

Channel  in  Cahirciveen  Bar  proposal. 

A memorial  was  sent  to  Congested  Districts  Board 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a perch  at  end  of  Cahir- 
civeen bar  to  mark  channel  for  fishing  and  other 
vessels  ; the  memorialists  were  referred  by  Board  to 
Irish  Lights  Commissioners,  from  them  to  Board  of 
Trade,  and  by  latter  to  local  authority,  probably  on 
the  assumption  that  there  was  a Harbour  Board  in 
Cahirciveen ; finally,  the  master  of  a steamer  frequent- 
ing the  river  erected  a barrel  on  a strong  staff  em- 
bedded in  concrete ; on  a subsequent  visit  of  a high 
official  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  the  latter  took 
credit  for  what  had  been  done,  but  when  it  was  made 
known  that  the  work  was  not  due  to  the  Board,  the 
captain  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  bis 
action,  43687,  43689,  43693-4. 

Harbour  Board. 

There  was  no  Harbour  Board,  tolls  would  not  justify 
constituting  one,  as  this  would  entail  upkeep  and  the 
salary  of  harbour  officials,  a serious  matter  in  a poor 
district ; the  County  Council  made  arrangements 
through  local  members  and  provided  for  a caretaker 
of  pier  for  a couple  of  pounds  a year,  but  this  was  a 
very  different  matter,  43690-3. 

Valentia  Harbour  Station — Pier  Scheme. 

When  Board  was  memorialised  for  a pier  at  Valentia 
Harbour  Station  to  enable  fish  to  be  landed,  Board 
said  it  was  the  duty  of  the  railway  company  to  build 
it,  company  said  it  was  duty  of  Board  of  Works,  the 
latter  said  it  was  that  of  District  Council,  and  Dis- 
trict Council  that  of  County  Council,  and  County 
Council  had  not  funds  for  so  large  a work,  43694-5. — 
Co-operation  between  County  Council  and  Board  was 
no  simple  matter  ; the  Board-  were  willing  to  contri- 
bute £7,000,  43696. — It  was  previous  to  Marines  Act  ; 
late  Chief  Secretary  had  promised  that  money  would 
be  available  under  Marines  Works  Act,  three  Lords 
Lieutenants,  three  Chief  Secretaries,  and  Sir  Antony 
MacDonnell  all  agreed  on  necessity  for  work,  but 
nothing  had  been  done  ; the  work  was  not  ordered,  an 
engineer  referred  to  by  Canon  CBiordan  had  gone 
without  doing  anything,  43697-8. 

Pier  at  Traganane. 

A memorial  was  sent  for  the  erection  of  a pier  at 
Traganane  ; there  were  two  local  schemes,  either  of 
which  would  have  been  good,  but  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  adopted  one  of  their  own, which  they  car- 
ried out  at  a cost  of  £2,000,  and  was  perfectly  useless ; 
the  disaster  which  occurred  some  time  ago  in  Valentia 
Harbour  was  largely  due  to  this  mistake,  43698.— The 
parish  priest  consulted  was  also  in'  favour  of  scheme 
advocated  by  witness,  one  man  only  favoured  that  of 
Congested  Districts  Board,  43703-4. — The  engineer,  wit 
ness  did  not  know  who  he  was,  doubtless  made  what 
he  thought  the  best  selection  after  consulting  local 
people,  but  advice  was  useless  unless  lie  consulted  and 
acted  on  that  of  the  people  best  qualified  ; fishermen 
knew  by  experience  “ where  the  shoe  pinched,” 
43699-701. 

Fishing  Industry  Schemes. 

Board's  schemes  for  development  of  fishing  industry 
. were  a dismal  failure  ; instead  of  utilising  every  new 
method  found  profitable,  the  Board  furnished  most 
primitive  appliances  to  begin  operations  with,  such  as 
the  '‘zulu”  type  of  boat,  which  witness  knew,  and 
the  people  found  an  utter  failure  in  competition  with 
modern  type,  known  as  the  “ steam-drifter  other 
types  supplied  were  the  “Yawl,”  and  even  the 
“ curragh,"  now  all  discarded  by  other  people,  43712- 
13a.,  43717-19. — Witness  was  surprised  to  hear  £3,000 
mentioned  as  the  cost  of  the  " steam-drifter,”  putting 
it  down  to  half  that  sum,  but  though  a large  sum  it 
would  equip  the  men  to  earn  larger  ; there  was  no 
local  capital  to  build  such  boats,  which  had  been 
found  profitable  for  private  enterprise,  and  the  Board 
should  give  loans  to  help  ; this  would  enable  them 
to  compete  with  others,  43714-5,  43722. — The  steam- 
drifter  ” would  be  used  by  local  men  for  herring  and 
mackerel  fishing,  not  ill  the  surrounding  sea,  but  wher- 
' over  herring  conlcV  be  taken  ; around  the  Scotch  coast 
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if  necessary,  43720-24. — They  would  not  know  at  pre- 
sent how  to  manage,  as  they  had  none  but  the  most 
primitive  methods,  43725. 

Cold  Storage  foe  Fish. 

Witness  agreed  with  Canon  O’Riordan  that  the 
Board  should  provide,  at  a reasonable  rent,  cold 
storage  where  fish  could  be  kept  in  times  of  glut  until 
it  could  be  dealt  with,  43725. — Board  should  exercise 
supervision  over  transhipment  of  fish  at  North  Wall 
and  Holyhead,  and  send  some  one  to  visit  the  larger 
markets  during  the  season,  reporting  to  the  senders 
who  got  bad  prices  why  the  prices  were  reduced,  43725. 

Scientific  Fishery  Investigations. 

Locally  they  were  not  at  all  satisfied  that  the 
scientific  investigations  into  the  habits  of  fish  was 
proceeding  on  proper  lines  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  fishing  industry,  rather  than  for  the  benefit  of  the 
scientists  engaged,  and  they  were  surprised  that  every 
tittle  of  information  gleaned  was  not  published,  43725. 
— Witness  did  not  know  that  the  researches  had  been 
going  on  for  some  years  as  international  investigations 
and  that  the  matter  had  no  direct  reference  to  the 
Board,  43726-8. 


Board’s  Steamer. 

Board  had  a steamer,  the  Granuailc,  which  was  kept 
toying  round  coast  as  a half-yacht,  and  used  some- 
times to  bring  a cargo  of  staves  to  coopers  to  justify 
her  existence ; she  could  be  made  some  use  of  in  con- 
veying lime  from  Galway  to  Kerry,  which  would 
enable  Board  to  sell  lime  to  farmers  in  congested  dis- 
tricts at  a reasonable  rate  ; this  would  not  prevent  her 
being  generally  employed  on  the  coast;  in  witness’s 
experience  a steamer  of  the  kind  could  do  a lot  of 
work,  43728,  43731-2,  43737. 

Fish  Coring. 

Respecting  witness’s  personal  experience  of  working 
of  Congested  Districts  Board,  having  seen  in  New 
York,  in  February,  1906,  a lot  of  fish  that  could  not 
be  sold  owing  to  careless  handling  in  Ireland,  and 
concluding  that  the  appliances  and  methods  of  curing 
were  not  sufficiently  up-to-date,  witness  wrote  to  the 
Board  for  plans  of  a really  up-to-date  fish-curing 
factory,  proposing  to  build  one  ; on  the  reply  that  a 
plain  shed  with  a partitioned  portion  for  the  storage 
of  salt  was  in  use,  witness  applied  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  a loan  to  build  a proper  factory ; 
Congested  Districts  Board  sent  two  engineers  in 
October,  1906,  to  examine  the  site,  of  which  they  ap- 
proved, explaining  that  they  had  the  administration 
of  the  Reproduction  Loans  Act  in  the  congested  dis- 
trict, and  asked  for  a jilan,  which  was  prepared  ; the 
owners  of  a house,  the  garden  of  which  adjoined  wit- 
ness s premises,  made  a fuss  about  his  intentions  and 
the  purpose  of  the  money,  inquiring  whether  they 
could  obtain  any  for  the  protection  of  their  lawn  from 
the  encroachment  of  the  sea  ; on  December  8th,  witness 
received  a communication  from  Board  declining  his 
application ; without  stating  reasons,  and  allowing 
him  to  suppose  refusal  due  to  his  neighbour's  objection 
to  site  being  used  for  fish  factory,  43742-3. 


Mineral  Resources. 

Board  did  nothing  whatever  to  develop  mineral  re- 
sources of  country  ; when  a member  of  the  Council  oi 
Agriculture,  witness  had  brought  forward  a motion 
which  was  unanimously  carried,  that  money  should 
be  spent  in  searching  for  and  developing  the  mineral 
resources,  suggesting  at  the  same  time  that  the 
diamond  borer  should  be  lent  free  to  those  willing  tc 
use  it ; a Mr.  Ede  made  an  important  discovery  of 
copper  on  the  estate  bought  by  the  Board  from  Mr. 
Hartopp,  but  the  Board  would  not  give  him  a minine 
concession  to  commence  operations  there,  owing  to  some 
d;®“  troubled  to 

remedy  , meantime  the  best  labourers  were  leaving  the 
oornttj,  end  cepital,  if  found,  could  effect  noSiina 
without  labour,  43710-2.  ° 


Lin 

Board’s  live  stock 
positively  harmful, 


s Stock  Schemes. 
schemes  had  been  in  some  cases 
as  in  case  of  introduction  of 


hackney  sire,  etc.,  the  introduction  of  Galloway  bull 
instead  of  careful  selection  in  Kerry,  where  a true 
breed  of  cattle  existed ; the  Royal  Dublin  Society  had 
also  closed  its  Kerry  herd-book  against  outside  entries 
and  wouid  not  take  any  entries  now  except  of  the 
offspring  of  stock  already  registered,  to  the  exclusion 
often  of  cattle  of  truer  type ; Board  should  have  at- 
tempted to  prevent  this,  or  opened  a Kerry  herd-book 
for  small  breeders  of  good  stock,  43707-8. — For  the 
past  two  years  the  work  was  handed  over  by  Board 
to  Department  of  Agriculture,  but  there  was'  no  differ 
cnce  in  conduct  of  things,  43709-10. 


Lime. 

Throughout  Kerry  the  lime  question  was  a very  im- 
portant  one,  the  Board  might  spend  part  of  its  endow- 
ments in  giving  lime  at  a reduced  price,  bringing  it 
from  Galway  to  Cahirciveen  and  Kenmare  in  their 
steamer  ; lime  could  probably  be  burned  in  district 
as  labour  was  cheap,  reducing  cost  to  probably  less 
than  Is.  6 d.  a barrel,  and  enabling  Board  to  supply 
it  at  about  Is.,  and  give  employment  in  unloading  and 
burning,  43728,  43732-3,  43737.— Witness,  who  had  not 
bought  lime  at  Killorglin,  but  at  Kenmare,  and  put 
some  on  his  land,  thought  Canon  O’Riordan  mistaken 
in  carriage  rate  for  lime  being  a penny  a barrel ; 
witness  paid  Is.  bd.  a barrel  at  the  kiln,  and  bd.  a 
barrel  transport  from  Kenmare,  43728-30.— The  far- 
mers were  so  poor  that  they  were  perhaps  not  in  a 
position  to  organise  and  provide  for  the  supply  of  lime 
when  the  subsidy  ceased,  it  would  depend  on  the  un- 
doubted benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  lime  to  the 
lands,  43734-6. 


Early  Potato  Culture. 

The  action  of  Board  in  inducing  several  local  people 
to  carry  out  experiments  in  early  potato  culture  under 
the  guidance  of  “ experts  ” sent  for  that  purpose, 
instead  of  Board  doing  so  on  their  own  land  in 
Valentia,  had  resulted  in  putting  back  prospect  of 
early  culture  in  district  for  at  least  ten  years ; in 
accordance  with  agreement  with  Mr.  Porter,  in 
August,  1902,  witness  undertook  to  plant  12  cwt.  of 
early  potatoe  seed,  to  he  delivered  early  in  November 
with  the  manure ; owing  to  some  small  advance  in 
market  prices  they  were  not  sent  until  mid-December  ; 
no  information  was  given  as  to  sprouting  until  too 
late ; in  J anuary,  1903,  the  ground  being  ploughed 
and  harrowed,  notice  to  that  effect  was  sent  to  Board, 
with  request  for  manure  promised,  and  instructor  for 
planting,  according  to  agreement ; in  reply,  Board 
stated  its  inability  to  supply  manure  agreed  upon,  but 
promised  a substitute,  and  not  until  8th  March,  1903, 
in  response  to  two  further  appeals,  did  the  expert 
come,  bringing  a substitute  for  the  manure  promised, 
and  arriving  in  witness's  absence,  gave  five  minutes’ 
supervision  only  to  the  workmen  ; the  time  of  year 
being  so  late,  the  potatoes  were  nevertheless  put  down, 
and  subsequent  instructions  from  an  inspector  of 
Board  as  to  loosening  the  ground  and  dressing  with 
nitrate  of  soda  carried  out ; after  a frost  in  May  had 
done  great  damage,  the  inspector  suggested  lighting 
fires  every  evening  as  a preventive ; a letter  to  Board 
for  packages,  promised  in  agreement,  for  sending 
potatoes  to  market  was  met  by  request  that  witness 
should  provide  them,  as  they  had  none ; a sample  box 
of  16  lbs.  of  potatoes  sent  to  a salesman,  whose  name 
was  given  by  Board,  selling  at  Is.  lOd.  the  16  lbs.,  left 
witness  ed.,  out  of  which  the  cost  of  the  box  was  to 
be  provided  ; this  was  a sample  lot,  witness  had  not 
reckoned  wliat  expenses  would  be  on  large  transac- 
tions, 43737-42. 


FITZGERALD,  Mr.  ROBERT. 


Estates  in  hands  of  Witness’s  Predecessors. 

Managed  estates  owned  by  his  father,  and  his  grand- 
father before  him,  in  Valentia,  43774-5.— Witness  had 
offered  to  give  evidence  with  the  view  of  showing  what 
had  been  done,  by  his  father  to  relieve  congestion, 
whilst  Mr.  Buxton,  father-  of  present  Postmaster- 
General,  before  Land  Act  of  1870,  had  placed  all 
small  tenants  of  two  townlands  near  Dingle  into  one 
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FITZGERALD,  Mr.  ROBERT — continued. 

farm  in  Corobeg,  43751. — Witness’s  grandfather  hav- 
ing unfortunately  spent  too  much  money  in  Parlia- 
ment, witness’s  father  bought  back  Valentia  in  the 
Incumbered  Estates  Court  in  1853  with  money  left 
by  an  uncle,  43772,  43776. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  Action  in  Relief  of  Congestion. 

In  townland  of  Corrobeg,  a portion  of  Valentia, 
several  holdings  were  held  jointly  by  two  or  more 
tenants,  43751,  43756-7. — To  relieve  congestion,  about 
1666  witness’s  father  fenced  in  a considerable  portion 
of  land  in  his  possession,  adjoining  the  mountain, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  to  a mile  from  the  original 
holdings,  built  substantial  houses  thereon,  and  in- 
sisted on  lots  being  drawn  as  to  which  of  the  tenants 
should  be  migrated,  43751,  43753-4. — As  far  as  possible 
the  holdings  were  striped ; when  an  old  tenant  drew 
a lot  and  went  to  a new  holding  his  former  holding 
was  amalgamated,  or  was  given,  to  the  other  joint 
holder,  43752,  43755-7. — Tenants  always  objected  to 
leave  original  holdings ; drawing  lots  was  because  of 
his  reluctance,  43759,  43765-6. — There  was  more  land 
on  the  new  holdings,  but  it  was  poorer,  not  so  good 
as  on  holdings  about ; the  houses  were  very  good, 
better  than  former  ones,  43760,  43768. — All  the 
land  relinquished  was  left  to  the  other  tenants, 
43763-4. — The  rent  was  apportioned  ; where  there  had 
been  two  joint  tenants  the  man  remaining  paid  the 
whole  rent,  but  no  fine,  43769-70. — Witness  was  satis- 
fied that  the  course  followed  was  the  light  one  and 
that  holdings  were  now  better  and  the  people  in  better 
circumstances,  43772. — From  the  point  of  view  of  the 
proprietor  it  was  not  a profitable  transaction ; on  one 
holding  of  about  seven  acres  £40  was  spent  on  a 
house  and  £14  on  fences ; the  total  judicial  rent  being 
afterwards  fixed  at  £1  10s.  ; the  landlord,  witness’s 
brother,  was  at  a loss,  43751,  43771.— Witness  pro- 
duced a map  of  Ballyliearney  showing  the  patchwork 
manner  in  which  lands  were  held  in  1873,  when  the 
middleman’s  lease  expired ; at  that  time  and  for 
many  years  previous  the  rental  was  £266,  and  al- 
though a new  house  had  been  built  for  almost  every 
tenant  and  much  fencing  done,  present  rental  was 
only  £208  ; the  agricultural  rental  of  Valentia  Estate, 
excluding  townland  of  Coromore,  when  purchased  in 
1853  was  £1,064,  and  although  between  £11,000  and 
£14,000  had  been  spent  by  witness’s  father  on  houses, 
making  roads,  drains,  fences,  etc.,  present  agricul- 
tural rents  were  only  about  £950,  43772-3.— As  in- 
stance of  hardships  invariably  attributed  to  land- 
lords, one  grievance  against  witness’s  father  was  his 
endeavour  to  compel  tenants  to  cut  weeds  on  their 
farms,  another,  that  he  exacted  a nominal  yearly 
charge  to  preserve  his  rights  to  sand,  43773.— Witness 
handed  in  form  of  certificate  customarily  given  long 
before  Land  Act  of  1870  to  any  tenant  effecting  an 
improvement,  43773. 


Piers. 

WRness  called  attention  to  fact  that  the  sums  o 
£1,000  and  £1,300  respectively  spent  on  piers  a 
Valentia  and  Meenaghaliane,  the  latter  outside  th 
district,  which  were  of  very  little  value,  would  hav 
been  far  better  spent  by  Board  on  pier  at  Reenard 
on  winch  every  inhabitant  of  Valentia  had  to  lam 
before  coming  to  the  island,  and  was  of  th 
greatest  importance  to  the  fishermen  ; at  times  th 
S;  0i,™ih;kox“  heaPed  up  almost  prevent* 
landing,  43776-80. — From  local  information  derivet 
43779  =I>1>  was  in  right  place 

Migration. 

u^Y^ess  had  experience  of  other  parts  of  Kerry 
n,ott.heard  Canon  O’Riordan’s  evidence  as  t, 
know^r  ^’  ’?ut1th<?ugh  *°th  to  differ  from  him 
orteTonf  K ,VrCat  rluctanc,c  of  t€nants  to  leave  thei 
we & mLn  ldlinSS’  h?  scalceIy,  thought  that  if  tenant 
weie  migrated  m colonies  to  better  holdings  elsewher 
old  People  would  follow,  43781-5.-If  the  pla, 
were  acted  upon  it-  would  be  an  injury  to  Kerry Pan< 
to  the  cattle  trade  which  depended  larzelv  so  Vattl 
.Abacs  informed  witness,  on^their  gfig' ZffK 
large  glazing  farms  m the  centre  of  Ireland,  43785. 


FOLEY,  Mr.  TIMOTHY. 


Condition  op  District. 

Holder  of  50  acres  at  Keas,  Glencar,  43786. — 
All  estates  in  district  were  congested;  mostly  small 
holdings  which  could  not  be  enlarged  for  want  of 
available  untenanted  land ; several  hundred  acres  of 
waste  land  could  be  turned  into  productive  land  if 
properly  drained  and  limed,  and  there  was  also  great 
scope  for  improvement  of  dwellings,  road-making, 
43786. 


Sale  of  Estates 

Seventeen  years  ago  Lord  Lansdown  had  offered 
to  sell  Glencar  portion  of  his  estate  to  tenants  at 
16  years’  purchase ; he  now  refused  to  sell  on  any 
terms,  43786-91. — Negotiations  were  also  pending  for 
past  two  years  between  General  Denneny  and  his 
tenants,  about  forty  in  number ; 24  years’  purchase 
was  demanded  by  landlord,  although  as  future  ten- 
ants they  had  never  had  a reduction  and  were  de- 
barred from  going  into  Land  Court  to  have  fair  rent 
fixed ; estate  was  subsequently  offered  to  Congested 
Districts  Board,  but  landlord  refused  Board’s  terms 
and  later  offered  it  to  tenants  on  20  years’  purchase ; 
tenants  refused,  preferring  purchase  through  Board ; 
immediately  after  refusal  'proceedings  were  insti- 
tuted, hanging  gale  inserted  in  all  cases,  all  tenants 
being  served  with  civil  bills  and  ejectments,  as  was 
the  general  rule  with  landlords  in  district  when  ten- 
ants refused  their  offer ; poor  tenants  loaded  with 
arrears  were  thus  often  forced  into  had  bargains, 
43791-2. 


Condition  of  People. 

Farmers  in  district,  to  a great  extent,  depended  on 
remittances  from  America  and  other  countries  to  pay 
their  rent ; if  they  had  to  depend  on  land  for  a living 
they  could  hardly  pay  any  rent,  and  in  many  cases, 
especially  when  potato  crop  failed,  barely  support 
themselves  and  their  families,  43792. 


MAHONEY,  Mr.  T.  M‘D. 


Pier  at  Cooscroosi. 

Wished  to  draw  attention  to  need  of  a pier  at 
Cooscrooni  ; several  attempts  had  been  made  by  Countv 
(,'ouncil  to  get  one,  and  seven  years  ago  they  had  asked 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  to  contribute  ; the  esti- 
mate of  £1,400  for  an  ordinary  pier  made  by  County 
Surveyor  at  Board’s  request  was  referred  back  as  too 
great  an  amount  for  district,  and  an  estimate  for 
slip  asked  for  instead  by  Board  was  rejected  as  too 
small,  Board  promising  to  send  their  own  engineer; 
since  engineer's  visit  nothing  more  had  been  heard  of 
Board’s  intentions  ; there  were  about  100  fishermen, 
with  about  forty  small  open  boats,  which  there  was 
very  great  difficulty  in  landing  ; it  was  a shelving 
beach,  witli  a north  or  west-north  wind,  it  was  rather 
dangerous,  and  boats  were  often  broken ; large  boats 
would  be  safe  if  the  pier  were  made,  now  none  would 
be  there,  43793-5. — Cooscroom  was  probably  suffering 
from  fact  of  proposal  being  in  competition  with  that 
for  Coonananna,  about  four  miles  distant,  whose  pier 
was  built  at  latter  place,  43796-8. 


Coonananna  Pier. 

At  Coonananna  a mistake  was  made,  and  a site 
condemned  by  two  or  three  coastguard  officers  was 
chosen  in  preference  to  one  on  a plateau  of  rock  sug- 
gested by  local  people  ; owing  to  position  of  pier  on 
sandy  bottom  and  its  direction  straight  on  the  motion 
of  the  tide  the  original  cost  of  about  £1,400  had  been 
greatly  exceeded  ; repairs  owing  to  damage  from  the 
sea  having  been  necessary  twice  in  fifteen  years,  be- 
sides ordinary  repairs.  43798-801. 

Procedure  adopted  for  Grants. 

As  to  procedure  adopted  at  Coonananna  seventeen 
year  ago  witness  could  not  say  ; since  then  County 
Councils  had  been  established,  which  worked  with  fcha 
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Congested  Districts  Board  and  the  Department ; plans 
now  had  to  be  approved  both  by  Council  and  Board, 
as  a rule,  probably  no  other  plan  was  submitted  than 
that  of  engineer ; the  fact  of  expenditure  at  Coonan- 
anna  remained,  however,  43802,  43810-14. — At  Coos- 
croom,  to  'witness’s  personal  knowledge,  Congested 
Districts  Board  promised  a grant  at  the  time  if 
plans  were  approved  of,  and  when  plan  asked  for 
was  placed  before  them,  disapproved  of  it  and  gave  no 
grant,  43803-9. 

Reevaud  Pier  and  Railway  Company. 

When  the  County  Council  agreed  to  the  amalga- 
mation scheme  of  Great  Southern  and  Western  and 
Waterford  and  Limeriok  Railway  Companies  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  Gre>at  Southern  and  Western  Com- 
pany should  bring  in  a Bill  to  build  a pier  at  Reevard, 
opposition  in  Cahirciveen  to  the  amalgamation  being 
chiefly  withdrawn  on  that  ground ; the  Bill  was 
passed,  but  to  the  present  day  no  more  had  been  heard 
of  it,  43828. 

Steamer  Traffic. 

The  Clyde  Shipping  Company  then  had  steamers 
plying  there,  and  the  railway  rates  to  Cork  and  Dub- 
lin from  Cahirciveen  being,  in  some  instances,  25  per 
cent  dearer,  one  of  the  best  actions  of  the  Board  was 
its  subsidy  to  the  shipping  company ; the  service  con- 
tinued two  years,  but  owing  to  want  of  local  support 
the  steamer  was  now  taken  off,  43828-9. — Their  trade 
had  fallen  off  latterlv  owing  to  railway  competition, 
43830. 

Cahirciveen  Pier  and  Channel. 

The  enlargement  of  pier  at  Caherciveen  was  very 
necessary  to  keep  the  port  open,  as  without  shipping 
traffic  the  railway  company  would  have  the  monopoly  ; 
the  channel  needed  dredging  and  a few  rocks  should 
be  removed,  43830. 

Poverty  of  Union. 


was  too  narrow ; local  weavers  got  into  the  habit  of 
making  flannel  of  narrow  width,  as,  employed  locally 
by  local  people  they  had  to  put  up  the  warp  as  thev 
got  it  from  the  women  who  worked  the  stuff,  this  sold 
locally  in  the  market  was  generally  common  flannel 
and  the  warp  generally  only  22  inches  wide,  although 
a 38-inch  wide  piece  could  be  made  in  the  loom  • to 
make  it  wider  the  women,  in  the  first  instance,  would 
have  to  be  induced  to  alter  the  warp  ; they  would  do 
so  if  convinced  it  would  pay  them,  and  witness  ad- 
mitted the  agency  of  the  Parish  Committee  might  be 
used  for  the  purpose,  43822-8. — To  a certain  extent 
it  had  been  made  wider  for  the  last  two  years  43828 
— Another  complaint  was  too  much  sameness  ’of  paL 
tern  and  want  of  design ; improved  looms  should  be 
adopted  and  designs  sent  to  the  weavers  ; this  was  the 
case  at  present  with  stuff  made  under  Mr.  O’Shea 


Cattle. 

With  regard  to  cattle,  witness  agreed  with  Canon 
O’Riordan’s  recommendation  of  Kerries,  but  the 
Board  should  guard  against  inter-breeding  of  cattle 
especially  as  in  Glencar  district  cattle  were  rather  de- 
teriorating ; inspectors  should  visit  the  district 
occasionally  and  to  prevent  worthless  animals  spoiling 
the  breed  would  probably  have  to  be  given  powers 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  have  bad  stock  castrated 
43815-8.  ’ 

Mineral  Resources. 

In  reference  to  the  diamond-boring,  a man  present 
in  court  found  surface  coal  on  three  miles  of  the  dis- 
trict forty  years  ago ; no  effort  had  been  made  to  find 
whether  the  vein  were  valuable,  although  it  would 
be  worth  while  looking  into  the  matter,  43830-2. 


KERIN,  Rev.  H. 

Congestion. 


Witness  believed  Cahirciveen  Union  to  be  the 
poorest  in  the  county ; speaking  from  memory  of  the 
Board’s  reports,  though  Kerry  contained  one-eighth 
of  the  congested  districts  of  Ireland,  up  to  1902  it 
had  only  received  about  one-fortieth  of  the  money 
expended  by  Board,  43814-5.— Tlie  chief  remedial 
measures  needed  were  to  do  everything  possible  to  aid 
the  fishing  industry,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  en- 
courage local  weavers,  43820. 

Convent  Industries. 


Prior  parish,  containing  coast  line  of  about  thirty 
waf  practically  one  large  congested  area,  con- 
sistmg  of  three  portions  and  containing  divisions 
° j ^l0Ug1’  Ballinskelligs,  St.  Finan’s,  Teeraneragh, 
and  Man  an ; on  the  seven  miles  of  coast  line  of  Port- 
magee  district  there  were  261  holdings,  176  of  which 
were  under  £5  valuation  (map  produced),  43834-6.— 
In  Prior  proper,  a peninsula  with  coast  lane  of  about 
“S®*?1 , nuIes-  were  310  holdings  under  £5  and 

400  fishermen,  43880,  43882-3. 


As  regards  industries,  Canon  O’Riordan  in  speakim 
of  the  most  deserving  convent  industry  had  omittec 
to  state  that  the  nuns  applied  to  the  Countv  Counci' 
for  a grant  of  £80  for  equipment ; the  resolution  was 
passed  by  Council,  and  no  less  than  three  times  il 
asked  leave  to  hand  over  the  amount  to  the  convent ; 
the  convent  expended  the  money  on  the  assumptioi: 
that  they  would  obtain  the  grant,  but  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  refused  tc 
sanction  it,  43818. 

Woollen  Industry. 

As  regards  local  weavers,  witness  had  attempted 
some  time  previous  to  start  a little  local  industry, 
keepmg  two  weavers  at  work  for  about  nine  year-s 
out  starting  with  only  about  £90,  and  unable  tc 
of  th?  !ndustry  collapsed  for  want 

of  capital,  the  weavers  being  paid  12s.  a week,  43818- 
H— Local  weavers  should  be  encouraged  ; there  was  an 

c?Xdain  Fnrfl^v  WaS  always  a market.  espe- 
and  atw^,  + d’  for  bome-spuns,  and  by  combination 
rr  W°  Smal1  P°ints  the  industry 
might  be  made  fairly  remunerative;  in  1901  there 
was,  roughly  Speaking  about  seventeen  weavers  who 
r*wT°rVf  tJey  ^ad',work-  between  Glenbeigh  and 
t an/  about  four  or  six  were  getting 
employment ; advertising  was  needed,  43820,  43828  — 

neVTfd11'^11  -n  weaving  had  been  given,  but  w'it- 
ness  had  been  in  correspondence  .with  Mr.  Walker 
f°’'ad  not  given  them  much  encouragement,  43821- 
2.  One  of  the  great  complaints  was  that  the  stuff 


Piers  and  Slips. 

®oai'd  kad  done  veay  little  around  coast  of  that 
part  ot  Kerry  with  reference  to  expenditure  on  piers 
" fishing  in  Portmagee  district,  43836,  43888, 
_ J091-3. —In  Portmagee  district,  from  the  Ownagar 
River  there  were  220  fishermen,  the  only  pier,  a • 
small  one  at  Aghada,  was  built  by  Trinity  College,  not 
tor  fishing  purposes,  but  for  landing  sand  and  sea- 
weed, and  was  in  very  bad  repair ; the  Board  offered 
some  time  ago  to  do  something  further  on  towards 
, cctmagee,  and  County  Council  had  promised  help, 
but  the  amount  of  work  necessary  when  engineer. 
axoIc  0°°  . be  carried  out  for  promised  sum, 

43836-8.  A little  slip  added  to  Aghada  pier1  would 
make  it  very  useful,  43836— In  St.  Finan’s,  the  next 
section,  the  Board  was  building  a slip,  still  un- 
nnished,  work  had  been  resumed  last  year,  the  weather 
became  bad  and  all  the  work  had  been  swept  away; 
up  to  March,  1906,  £1,446  had  been  spent  on  it;  when 
limshed  it  would  satisfy  immediate  demand,  43879- 
81.  For  another  little  slip  at  Foil-aniatin,  the  Board 
was  giving  some  little  help  and  work  would  be  re- 
mmed  when  St  Knan'e  slip  was  finished,  43881-2- 
ihese.  small  boat-slips  were  very  useful,  fish  was 
plentiful,  there  was  a large  number  of  boats,  but ' 
greater  facilities  for  landing  were  required,  43889-90. 

A little  slip  was  greatly  needed  on  coast  of  Prior 
peninsula,  one  built  by  Board  of  Works  at  Ballin- 
skelligs,  near  coastguard  station,  was  useless  except 
at  very  high  tide,  and  if  a slip  were  built  somewhere 
near  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  Ballinskelligs; 
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the  boats  were  nearer  the  good  fishing  grounds  about 
Bull  rock,  they  could  have  a curing  station,  and  it 
would  be  far  easier  to  bring  the  fish  in  to  the  train 
at  Valentia  Harbour;  the  ejection  of  a pier  would 
make  fishing  a success  where  it  was  not  so  before, 
43884-7. 

Development  op  Fisheries. 

Development  of  fisheries  and  sale  of  all  congested  area 
to  the  Board  were  greatest  needs  of  district  and  would 
greatly  improve  condition  of  people,  43921-2. — Fish- 
ing was  a great  industry  along  the  coast  and  its 
effects  were  felt  about  two  miles  inland,  there  were  not 
many  townlands  in  the  whole  parish  not  dabbling  in 
fishing  in  some  way,  or  living  by  it,  43851-2,  43929-31. 
— There  was  a market  and  a curing  station  for  fish  at 
Portmagee,  where  Manchester  and  other  companies 
had  agents  on  the  spot  who  cured  the  fish  and  sent 
it  to  the  American  market ; the  fish  caught  was  sent 
to  catch  the  train  at  Valentia  Harbour,  and  the  fresh 
herrings  and  mackerel  got  on  the  Ballinskelligs  side 
were  carted  to  Cahirciveen,  43836,  43886,  43935-9. — 
Because  of  the  small  boats  in  use,  witness  desired  to 
call  attention  to  fact  that  not  merely  steam  trawlers 
but  sailing  trawlers  should  be  kept  further  out  to 
sea,  43890. 


Land  Purchase. 

The  other  great  need  for  development  of  districts 
was  the  purchase  of  the  whole  seaboard  by  Congested 
Districts  Board,  witness  would  prefer  this  to  direct 
purchase  by  tenants,  as  these  could  not  help  them- 
selves so  well,  and  they  would  get  more  help  from 
Board  in  reference  to  improvements  and  fishing  than 
in  any  other  way,  43844,  43852,  43855-6,  43876-8, 
43921-2,  43926. — Witness  would  advise  a tenant  to 
become  owner  of  his  holding  no  matter  what  rent  was, 
43875. — But  he  would  strongly  advise  people  to  wait 
until  Board  could  purchase  and  improve  land  rather 
than  become  annuitants  with  unimproved  holdings, 
43853-4,  43877. — There  was  disinclination  on  part  of 
the  landlords  to  sell  their  properties  to  the  Board, 
witness  had  written  to  every  landlord  and  agent  in 
the  parish  to  know  Whether  they  would  do  and  had 
not  received  one  sympathetic  answer;  they  did  not 
see  their  way  to  sell,  43838,  43838a,  43843. — In  fact 
the  landlords  expected  to  drive  a harder  bargain  with 
tenants  than  with  the  Board,  43838a. — Some  negotia- 
tions were  going  on,  an  arrangement  had  been  almost 
come  to  with  Sir  Morgan  O’Connell  to  sell  to  tenants, 
but  not  to  Board,  43843. — Sir  Morgan  O’Connell  had 
considerable  property,  he  and  Trinity  College  were 
the  most  important  landlords  and  there  were  three 
or  four  smaller  ones,  43839,  43841-2. — Three  town- 
lands  had  been  purchased,  Lord  Lansdowne  had  sold 
one  estate  to  tenants  under  Ashbourne  Act,  and  Mr. 
Charles  O’Donell  another  to  tenants  direct,  43845, 
43924. — Tenants  were  much  better  off  on  purchased 
Lansdowne  property  than  before,  and  than  those  who 
had  not  purchased,  and  improvements  had  been 
carried  out,  43846,  43924. — The  reduction  in  rent, 
which,  on  one  of  the  numerous  holdings  of  £2  10s., 
a year’s  rent,  amounted  to  only  12s.  6r7.  yearly,  meant 
much  to  poor  people,  43847-50. — The  land  was  no 
better  tilled,  the  people  witness  now  spoke  of  lived 
by  fishing,  they  were  all  fishermen  when  they  could 
get  fish,  they  had  both  things,  but  depended  rather 
on  fishing  than  on  the  land  they  had;  under  these 
conditions  the  small  difference  in  rental  would  not 
make  so  much  difference  to  their  condition,  43851-2. 
—Anxiety  of  people  to  purchase  £2  10s.  holdings 
through  Board  was  because'  of  impression  that 
Board  would  help  them,  43856. — Anxiety  to  purchase 
such  holdings  direct  from  landlord  was  caused  by 
two  chief  reasons,  want  of  realisation  that  they  have 
security  of  tenure,  and  fear  of  arrears  to  obtain 
temporary  relief  from  Which,  unfortunate  poor 
people  consented  to  sign  terms  of  purchase  which  were 
excessive ; the  fear  acted  as  a lever  to  force  up  prices, 
an  instance  of  this  being  given,  43857,  43865,  43874. — 
Witness  thoroughly  agreed  that  there  was  a feeling 
among  these  farmers  in  Ireland  that  if  a farm  were 
left  derelict  almost,  and  unimproved,  it  would  fare 
herter  when  there  was  an  inspection  of  the  Assistant- 
Commissioners  for  estimating  fair  rent  than  on  an 
improved  farm,  but  did  not  blame  them  for  trying 


KERIN,  Rev.  H. — continued. 

to  get  some  reduction  if  the  land  had  been  overtaxed 
already;  if,  however,  a man  did  it  for  twelve  or 
thirteen  years,  giving  up  a certain  productiveness  of 
his  land  for  a hypothetical  reduction  at  the  end  of 
fifteen  years,  it  was  an  absurd  method,  43366-8. — For 
the  becter  class  of  land  Sir  Francis  Mowatt’s  ex- 
planation would  hold  good,  that  the  man  for  the 
first  ten  or  twelve  years  made  the  most  of  his  farm 
and  did  the  best  he  could ; for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  he  thought  it  worth  while  to  let  the  farm  die 
down  so  that  it  might  be  valued  below  its  value  when 
the  time  of  valuation  came ; and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fifteen  years  the  farm  was  probably  not  a 
bargain,  43868,  43870. — If  the  land  in  that  part  of 
the  country  were  let  go  beyond  three  or  four  years 
it  would  be  very  hard  to  make  anything  out  of  it, 
43869,  43872. — If  the  land  were  got  the  question  would 
arise  whether  farms  were  to  be  greatly  improved  by 
reclamation  or  not,  43871-2.— The  fact  that  a man 
knew  the  Sub-Commissioners  would  come  and  inspect 
the  land  might  have  a very  deterrent  effect,  43873. — 
Taking  holdings  towards  Ballinskelligs,  cutaway  peat 
bogs  without  any  appearance  of  cultivation,  the  land 
was  capable  of  being  improved  provided  the  people 
got  some  help ; people  would  be  vetry  slow  to  leave 
these  places,  and  with  a little  help  would  rather  im- 
prove their  holdings  and  stay ; much  of  the  land  bad 
already  been  purchased  and  a great  many  improve- 
ments carried  out,  43924-6,  43928. — In  former  times 
they  could  not  improve  without  being  overtaxed,  but 
holders  would  set  about  improvements  with  better 
heart  if  they  were  the  owners,  43858-61. — Congested 
Districts  Board  should  be  able  to  help  them  although 
expenditure  of  labour  and  money  might  be  enormous 
before  they  could  be  made  prosperous,  43926-7. 


Kelp. 

No  kelp  was  made,  they  depended  a great  deal  on 
seaweed  for  manuring,  43934. 


Lime. 

There  were  two  lime-kilns  in  parish,  about  one  and 
a half  miles  from  Waterville,  which  could  turn  out 
about  600  barrels  of  lime,  but  had  not  been  worked 
for  forty  years,  they  were  built  sixty  years  ago  by 
Lord  Lansdowne,  who  brought  limestone  in  boats 
from  Kenmare,  close  to  kilns,  burnt  it,  and  sold  it 
to  tenants  at  Is.  10 d.  a barrel  and  to  outsiders  at 
2s.  6 d.,  43893-5,  43899,  43909.— When  kilns  were 
working  tenants  were  paid  for  working  and  burning, 
43904. — Limestone  rather  than  burned  lime  was 
brought  presumably  because  more  profitable,  and  with 
idea  of  giving  employment;  also  fuel  was  very  abun- 
dant at  the  time,  43905-8. — Working  was  probably 
discontinued  because  unprofitable,  43896. — Price  of 
lime  from  Cahirciveen  was  now  3s.  a barrel  in  Water- 
ville,  43899,  43902. — At  Cahirciveen  it  was  sometimes 
2s.  6d.,  sometimes  3s.,  43901. — Lime  for  district  came 
from  Kenmare  but  might  be  bought  at  Cahirciveen 
from  Killorglin,  43903. — There  was  no  quarry 
nearer  than  Kenmare,  where  limestone  was  bought 
in  rude  state ; witness  could  not  tell  price  of 
burned  lime  at  Kenmare  kiln,  43895,  43908-10.  43918. 
— At  Killorglin  price  was  once  Is.  2d.,  then  Is.  4d., 
now  Is.  6d.,  43910,  43919. — It  would  not  work  well 
to  bring  shipload  of  lime  from  Killorglin  or  Kenmare, 
price  of  lime  would  go  up  in  Killorglin  if  Waterville 
were  supplied  thence,  and  question  had  presumably  been 
considered  before  kilns  were  built,  43912-14. — Every 
one  admitted  need  of  lime  in  district,  quantity  being 
needed  for  lime-washing  of  houses  and  it  would  be 
great  boon  if  Board  would  take  up  and  work  the  kilns, 
selling  the  lime  to  poor  of  congested  area ; at  the  end 
of  two  or  three  years  the  work  might  be  self-support- 
ing, but  even  at  a loss  to  Board  witness  would  wish 
experiment  tried,  43893,  43895-8. — As  Mr.  Doran 
said,  Board  should  be  placed  in  position  to  risk  public 
money  on  well-considered  schemes,  43915-6. — People 
of  country  greatly  lacked  initiative,  43917. — If  land 
were  bought  by  Board,  or  similar  body,  before  selling 
to  tenants,  institution  of  well-considered  schemes  of 
lime-burning  would  be  very  useful,  43920.- -There  was 
uo  Parish  Committee,  and  difficulty  of  procuring 
lime  was  in  itself  an  obstacle  to  working  one. 
43932-3. 
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Valuation  of  Dromod  Parish. 


Valuation  of  Droanod  Parish,  in  1901  was  £4,767 
17s.,  and  since  then  there  was  depreciation  of  £700  ; 
•valuation  was,  however,  no  true  criterion  of  value  of 
land,  since  railway  connection  was  non-existent  at 
time  of  valuation,  latter  was  often  unequal,  and  one 
landlord  at  least  had  requested  valuers  to  value 
lightly  for  rating  purposes,  43941-2. 

Character  and  Size  of  Holdings. 

Average  holding  in  Dromod  parish  would  be  from 
30  to  36  acres,  or  what  was  known  as  a six-cow 
holding  or  glenska,  43942,  43976. — This  size  was  quite 
sufficient  for  class  of  land  in  locality ; average 
amount  of  tillage,  hut  not  meadow,  would  be  about 
five  acres,  or  nearer  still,  four  acres,  43960,  44126. — 
There  would  be  no  rough  mountainous  grazing  on 
these  farms ; some  such  farms  called  glenskas  had 
200  acres  of  mountain,  hut  were  valued,  not  by 
acreage,  but  by  grass  of  six  cows,  and  included  bog, 
some  bottom,  and  some  reclaimed  hog,  43977-8. 

Spade  Labour  v.  Ploughs. 


If  holdings  were  larger  they  could  not  be  kept  in 
rotation,  and  land  would  deteriorate  owing  to  large 
amount  of  spade  labour  necessary  on  peaty  land, 
43942-4. — Some  of  land,  such  as  reclaimed  bog,  was 
easy  enough  to  work  with  spade  labour ; it  was  im- 
possible to  plough,  .as  horses  would  sink,  43991, 
43994. — If  the  bog  top  were  first  drained  horses  might 
plough  it,  but  in  some  cases  not  for  years,  43995-6. — 
Some  of  the  land  would  be  strong  and  stiff,  and  ex- 
tremely hard  to  plough,  43994. — Where  the  plough 
could  he  used  there  would  not  be  .an  increase  in  size, 
because  in  most  holdings  there  were  certainly  some 
acres  of  reclaimed  bog,  and  the  man  must  do  his  part, 
43992. — If  the  better  land  were  ploughed  and  spade 
labour  used  for  the  same  portion  as  before  it  might 
be  rather  too  much  tillage ; it  would  not  pay  a man 
of  that  class,  43993. — Increase  of  size  would  not  pre- 
vent emigration  to  America,  43994. — There  was  no 
untenanted  land  to  be  bought  up,  43944. — People 
with  their  own  sons  to  help  them  were  far  better  off 
than  others,  43945,  44014. — Tillage  had  not  decreased 
to  market  extent  during  last  fifteen  years,  43943. 


Labour  and  Emigration. 

Many  people  were  emigrating  in  recent  years,  43943. 
— Enlargement  of  holdings  would  not  affect  this ; 
there  was  plenty  of  work  for  sons  on  36-acre  hold- 
ings; young  men  got  2s.  or  2s.  6 d.,  but  when  one 
son  came  into  the  holding  majority  of  others  would 
have  to  emigrate,  43944,  43946. — It  was  not  altogether 
a question  of  wages,  43961.— It  would  take  a long 
time  to  check  emigration  ; there  seemed  a craze  for 
going,  friends  in  America  urging  people  to  go  out, 
43948. — Some  did  very  well ; about  one  per  cent, 
came  back  and  bought  land,  43949-51,  43963-4.— 
Many  of  them  were  not  successful,  and  the  majority 
never  came  back,  43949-50. — One  heard  of  the  few  suc- 
cesses, seldom  of  the  hundreds  of  failures,  43952  — 
Witness  agreed  that  there  must  always  be  a surplus 
population  seeking  employment  in  any  district,  for 
whom  it  was  impossible  permanently  to  provide  land 
even  by  present  redistribution;  it  was  difficult  to 
imagine  such  development  of  fisheries  as  to  give  work 
to  all  the  young  men ; there  was  nothing,  therefore, 
but  emigration  or  an  added  demand  for  labour  such 
as  to  counteract  the  price  of  labour  in  other  parts; 
this  could  only  be  effected  by  price  of  agricultural 
being  in  some  way  en- 
hanced,  43953-9.— Men,  except  m few  instances,  could 

™uld°4Sr  at  h°me  01111  hy  emigration’  bufc  girls 


Labourers’  Cottages  and  Occupation. 

Except  for  work  round  Waterville,  very  littl, 
labour  was  employed  on  land,  most  farmS  doiit 
work  themselves;  no  labourers’  cottages  were  buil 
in  locality  so  far,  but  some  were  to  be  built  44007  - 
Labourers  were  getting  an  acre  of  land,  hence  de 
mand  for  cottages ; there  was  great  danger  of  estab 
lishment  of  number  of  uneconomic  holding  bv  en 
■couragmg  people  who  were  not,  and  could  nit  be 
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farmers,  to  continue  in  district,  44008-10.— TW 
remedy  would  be  to  establish  industry  such  as  w 
industry,  44010. — Possibility  was  under  discussion  of 

S'.ving  road-making  to  labourers  direct  from  Countv 
ouncil,  instead  of  to  contractor  who  employed  hi 
own  sons,  as  was  always  case  at  present,  44010-12  — 
Where  number  of  small  occupiers  was’  large  tliev 
took  place  of  labouring  class ; many  in  that  countrv 
who  had  not  holdings  large  enough  for  their  families 
were  glad  of  work  for  their  sons,  and  if  the  work 
were  given  to  labourers  resident  contractors  might  be- 
come unemployed,  but  the  majority  were  fanners- 
some  made  a good  deal  of  money,  and  all  must  liv« 
44013-4.  “ 


Girls’  Domestic  Service  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

There  was  no  difficulty  for  girls  in  getting  £12  a 
year  in  the  district ; there  was,  on  the  contrary  an 
immense  demand  for  domestic  servants  to  do  ordinary 
work,  washing  and  milking,  in  Tralee,  Cahirciveen 

and  Dromod  parishes,  43948,  43965-68,  43970. Fifteen 

years  ago  a girl  of  that  class  could  be  had  for  £6  a 
year,  43966.— The  scarcity  now  was  owing  not  so 
much  to  number  of  servants  employed  by  some  people 
and  tourists,  but  to  objection  of  girls  to  do  rough 
work,  especially  -milking;  they  preferred  for  less 
money  places  where  there  were  no  cows,  and  farmers 
blamed  Waterville  for  this,  43969-70. — Training  for 
domestic  service  in  primary  schools,  though  fitting 
them  for  after  life  and  enabling  them  to  command 
far  better  wages  elsewhere,  would  probably  increase 
tendency  to  emigrate  ; very  few  in  parish  wanted 
such  trained  servants,  43970-2, — Majority  of  girls 
could  do  as  well  at  home ; the  experience  of  a girl 
formerly  in  witness’s  employ  at  wage  of  £12  a year, 
who  had  been  in  America  some  years,  was  that  £12 
■in  Ireland  was  equal  to  £30  a year  or  anything  they 
might  earn  in  America,  43948,  43962,  43965.— Girls 
could  not  put  away  much  in  America  ; with  high 
wages  they  had  tremendous  expenses,  instance  being 
given  of  one  with  £60  a year  who  found  it  very  hard 
to  save  at  all ; girls  would  do  better  to  stay,  43973-5. 

Agricultural  Instruction  and  Experimental 
Plots. 

Practical  agricultural  instruction  would  be  of  the 
greatest  benefit ; people  had  never  heard  of  Congested 
Districts  Board  or  Agricultural  Department  until  last 
couple  of  years,  when  Board  purchased  an  estate  in 
next  parish ; the  instructor  sent  to  Tralee  this  year 
had  given  lectures  in  Waterville  on  three  occasions, 
but  the  majority  of  people  were  not  educated  enough 
to  understand  lectures,  and  experimental  plots  would 
be  far  better,  43979. — Model  farms  would  be  too  ex- 
pensive; the  Department’s  representatives  should 
have  compulsory  powers  to  buy  one  or  more  experi- 
mental plots  in  every  parish,  and  use  as  many  each 
year  as  he  thought  fit  in  demonstrating  best  means  of 
growing  crops,  43980,  44118.— It  would  be  better  to 
work  this  through  the  Department’s  representative 
than  by  selection  of  the  best  farmer  on  an  existing 
farm,  and  .teaching  him  through  medium  of  in- 
structor to  avoid  jealousy  as  to  choice,  43981-2.— 
However,  it  certainly  would  be  a striking  illustration 
if  farmer  under  instruction  were  enabled  by  scientific 
treatment  to  double  his  receipts ; others  would  thus 
see  what  one  of  their  own  class  could  do,  43983-4.— 
Plots  should  be  from  a quarter  of  an  acre  to  an  acre 
m size,  43985. — Experimental  plot  tried  by  Depart- 
ment’s representative  on  witness’s  land  that  year, 
with  object  of  showing  advantage  of  sowing  whole 
potatoes  instead  of  cut  ones,  was  unsuccessful,  al- 
though preparations  and  planting  had  been  carefully 
carried  out ; about  half  were  sound,  and  no  better 
^^ness's  own ; the  rest  seemed  to  have  failed 
and  without  apparent  cause ; the  kind  of  potatoes 
was  same,  but  not  of  same  seed  ; had  the  experiment 
turned  out  well  witness  was  prepared  to  set  whole 
potatoes;  now  he  doubted,  43985-90. 

Potato  Culture  Methods. 

Method-  of  planting  potatoes  in  big  ridges  was 
peculiar  to  all  the  poorer  parts  of  Ireland  ; the  chief 
reason  was  not  to  carry  off  surface  water,  but  because 
there  was  not  so  much  waste  of  ground ; potatoes 
apparently  did  better  in  ridges  than  in  drills ; there 
was  plenty  of  room  for  them,  as  much  as  in  the  drill  i 
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there  was  24  inches  clear  between  every  potato,  and 
measured  across  a foot  between  each,  and  no  holes 
between,  43997-4003. — Compulsory  spraying  was  de- 
sirable, 44098. 

Agricultural  Implements. 

Use  of  plough  might  be  advantageous  to  occupiers 
of  small  farms,  ana  it  would  he  great  advantage  if 
ploughing  and  mowing  machines  could  be  hired  out 
to  fanners  for  the  season ; this  would  be  better  than 
using  banks  to  enable  people  to  buy  mowing  machines, 
and  if  there  were  a Parish  Committee  its  agency 
would  be  a good  one  to  have  a stock  of  agricultural 
implements  for  hire  at  reasonable  terms,  43990, 
44005-7,  44098. 

Butter  Industry. 

Decline  of  salt  butter  industry  had  been  terrible 
loss  to  country ; till  within  last  twenty  years  every 
man  used  to  keep  his  butter  till  he  had  two  or  three 
firkins,  and  sell  it  for  a lump  sum  in  the  town,  the 
firkin  being  the  measure  in  use ; now  the  butter  was 
taken  in  small  quantities,  and  the  temptation  to 
spend  the  price  led  to  its  being  frittered  away ; a 
creamery  started  three  years  previous  was  not  so 
successful  as  desirable,  but  they  were  getting  more 
milk,  and  it  was  believed  people  would  take  it  up 
in  time,  44003-4. 

Agricultural  Banks. 

There  were  two  agricultural  banks  in  the  parish, 
one  doing  very  well,  the  other  not  so  well,  owing  pro- 
bably to  difference  among  the  Committee,  44004. 

Sale  of  Estates. 

Two  large  estates  had  been  sold  in  district  in  last 
' five  years,  and  negotiations  were  pending  for  others ; 
there  was  but  one  estate  sold  to  Congested  Districts 
Board,  Lord  Lansdowne’s  estate  in  neighbouring 
parish  having  been  sold  direct  to  tenants  under  Ash- 
bourne Act,  44053-4. — Hartopp  and  Lansdowne 

estates  were  about  same  value  as  property,  and  were 
sold  practically  for  same  price,  twenty  years’  pur- 
chase, 44055-5a. — There  was  great  difference  in  soil  of 
two  estates,  a great  deal  of  bog  on  one,  and  none,  or 
very  little,  on  Hartopp  estate,  44054. — Board  had 
made  road  at  very  great  expense  to  top  of  mountain 
in  order  to  get  at  some  bog,  44054,  44058. — People  on 
Butirs-Hartopp  estate  were  very  short  of  turf ; it  was 
necessary  to  provide  people  with  fuel,  and  turf  was 
abundant  in  parish,  although  not  on  that  estate,  if 
there  were  means  of  communication,  hut  in  the 
opinion  of  one  who  knew  locality  well,  road  made 
at  immense  expense  would  never  Tepay  cost,  the  bog 
being  rather  inferior,  44056,  44058-60. — Witness  had 
seen  some  of  works  carried  out  by  Board  on  Burns- 
Hartopp  estate;  greater  improvement  than  he  had 
ever  seen  made  by  any  landlord  in  locality ; some 
would  do  a great  deal  of  good  ; in  some  cases  money 
had  been  expended  foolishly  for  fences,  the  only 
advantage  of  which  was  to  keep  cattle  off  road,  which 
had  cost  much  to  build  ; but  the  fences  being  entirely 
built  of  sods  it  would  no  doubt  be  of  no  use  in  a few 
years,  owing  to  sheep  jumping  over  it,  and  knocking 
down  sods,  and  to  the  temptation  to  people  short  of 
turf  to  take  from  the  fence ; of  the  stone  portion  of 
fence  * some  was  very  good,  some  very  bad,  44056, 
44061. — People  on  the  property  might  be  got  to  as- 
sociate for  preservation  of  improvements,  but  it  was 
greatly  to  be  doubted ; they  were  unused  to  associate 
thus,  44057. 

Sale  op  Estates  through  Congested  Districts 
Board  v.  Direct  Sales. 

Witness  could  not  agree  with  Father  Kerin's 
evidence  respecting  letters  written  to  induce  sale  of 
land  to  Congested  Districts  Board  ; Mr.  Thomas 
O’Donnell,  M.P.,  sent  round  circular  asking  priests 
to  write  to  landlords  and  agents  to  ascertain  their 
willingness  to  sell  to  Board ; witness,  who  was  agent 
for  a very  small  property  in  Father  Kerin’s  parish, 
and  had  just  been  negotiating  with  tenants  as  to 
terms,  received  a letter  from  Father  Kerin,  and  in 
reply  stated  that  the  terms  given  tenants  were  the 
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best  that  could  be  given ; it  therefore  seemed  useless- 
to  sell  to  the  Board  unless  they  were  prepared  to  give 
same  terms,  44061. — Witness  very  much  doubted  that 
landlords  would  have  any  objection  to  agreeing  on 
price  with  tenants'  and  selling  through  medium  of 
Board  instead  of  through  Estates  Commission,  44061- 
2.— -Impression  that  a lower  price  would  be  had  by 
selling  to  Board  than  by  sale  direct  to  tenants  had 
arisen  through  just  idea  that  no  man,  or  Inspector, 
however  capable,  was  so  good  a judge  of  land  as  the 
one  bred  in  locality,  whether  landlord  or  tenant,  pro- 
vided he  were  an  unbiassed  fair-minded  man ; an 
island  of  100  acres  in  Derrynane,  some  of  best  land 
in  whole  parish,  on  which  cattle  thrived  almost  in- 
credibly, would  not  be  valued  by  a stranger,  who 
could  not  know  this,  at  a shilling  an  acre,  44063-7. — 
Politioal  views  sometimes  influenced  personal  inte- 
rests; witness  held  none,  44067-9. — Power  should  be 
conferred  on  Board  to  buy  at  public  taucfcion,  if  they 
thought  necessary,  for  the  extension  of  holdings,  any 
farms  that  might  from  time  to  time  he  for  sale ; the 
rices  fetched  at  -auction  in  that  locality  being  very 
igh,  Board  might  not,  however,  be  prepared  to  pay 
the  price,  44118-9. — Estates  in  congested  districts 
should  have  precedence  of  others  as  regards  payment, 
44119. — This  was  only  fair ; object  of  Act  of  1903 
having  been  to  benefit  poorer  landlords  in  poorer  dis- 
tricts, and  enable  them  to  sell,  as  they  could  not  do 
so  otherwise  ; the  richer  landlords  had,  however,  taken 
up  all  the  money,  44072,  44119-22. — It  had  never  been 
said  in  Parliament  that  Act  was  for  benefit  of  land- 
lords, but  was  ultimately  mentioned,  witness  agreed ; 
Act  was  carried  on  policy  of  improving  conditions  of 
small  holdings  in  congested  districts,  44123-4. — First 
big  landlord  to  sell  was  Duke  of  Leinster,  44120. 

Terms  op  Payment. 

When  there  was  willingness  in  that  locality  to  sell 
to  tenants  at  5s.  to  6s.  in  the  £ on  second  term 
rents,  compulsory  powers  could  not  he  necessary  in 
district,  44069. — 5s.  to  6s.  in  the  £ would  represent 
■about  twenty-five  years’  purchase,  or  a little  more, 
i.e.,  respectively,  22£  and  21£  on  second  term  rents, 
very  few  of  which  were  sold  before  1903  Act,  44070-2. 
— This  Act  would  not  have  been  required  had  it  been 
possible  to  sell  all  land  under  Ashbourne  Act ; its 
object  was,  however,  to  benefit  poorer  landlords, 
44072. — There  was  certainly  bonus  as  inducement  to 
landlords  to  sell,  and  advantage  of  paying  off  mort- 
gages, but  delay  in  payment,  rather  than  the  price, 
prevented  sale ; in  many  instances  landlords  were 
poor  men  who  could  not  possibly  afford  to  wait  five 
or  six  years  for  their  money,  as  would  now  be  the 
case ; it  might  mean  ruin  to  them ; if  there  could 
be  a guarantee  for  payment  in  twelve  months  all  land 
would  be  sold  directly,  44073-6. — Depreciated  money 
market  made  chance  of  getting  money  thus  almost 
impossible,  44076. — Prompt  payment  would  he  advan- 
tage as  allowing  good  re-investment,  hut  landlords  in 
some  parts  would  be  less  affected  ; the  poorer  the  dis- 
trict the  poorer  the  landlord,  44077. — Landlords 
would  scarcely  he  willing  to  follow  precedent  set  by 
sale  of  Bums-Hartopp  Estate  to  Board  at  twenty 
years’  purchase,  or  7s.  in  the  £ -in  case  of  second 
term  Tents  fixed  by  Land  Court,  44078-80. — Witness 
would  be  very  glad  to  accept  twenty  years’  purchase 
and  have  bonus,  on  condition  of  immediate  payment, 
but  he  could  not  answer  for  others,  44082. — On  rents 
fixed  by  arrangement  5s.  6 d.  or  6s.  would  be  excellent 
terms,  as  in  majority  of  local  instances  where  tenants 
had  obtained  two  reductions  their  rents  had  been 
cut  down  one-half  ; thus  a man  paying  £10  in  1880 
now  paid  £5,  and  if  he  got  6s.  in  the  £ it  would 
greatly  cut'  this  down,  even  though  reduction  would 
he  on  smaller  sum  of  £7  10s.  instead  of  £10,  44080-1. 

Middlemen  Landlords. 

Witness  was  unable  to  sell  to  his  tenants,  44069. — 
Middlemen  landlords  in  Kerry,  such  as  witness,  who 
was  middleman  under  Mrs.  Trent  Stoughton,  were 
being  squeezed  out  of  existence,  having  to  hear  brunt 
of  all  reductions  and  being  obliged  to  pay  head  rent 
as  though  there  had  never  been  a reduction,  44082-3. 
— Further,  witness  was  debarred  from  selling  through 
Act  of  1903,  his  lease  not  being  for  sixty  years  abso- 
lute, although  fully  equivalent,  being  forty-one 
years  after  present  Knight  of  Kerry’s  life:  this  was. 
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a great  hardship,  44069,  44083,  44092,  44095-6— 
Under  Act  of  1903  middlemen  could  not  sell  with  less 
than -sixty  years’  lease,  44083,  44092,  44095-6.— A re- 
cent witness  had  stated  he  considered  tenure  under 
middlemen  the  worst  imaginable  in  his  district ; 
witness  himself  could  not  see  how  rents  of  tenants 
had  been  affected,  but  it  affected  unfortunate  middle- 
man very  much,  44084.— He  took  up  all  functions  of 
landlords  towards  tenants,  who  could  only  purchase 
from  him,  44094-5. — Head  landlord  could  not  nego- 
tiate sale  to  tenants,  and  middleman  could  only  do 
so  by  first  redeeming  head  interest;  this  implied 
head  landlord’s  consent  to  middleman’s  purchase  of 
head  rent  so  as  to  become  owner  in  fee,  and  meant 
payment  in  cash,  whilst  being  obliged  to  wait  for 
money  if  selling  to  tenants,  44084,  44087,  44090— 
Witness  had  obtained  permission  of  Mrs.  Trent 
Stoughton,  but  necessary  cash  payment  of  £5,000  to 
redeem  head  rent  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
him  44083,  44088-9. — If  it  could  be  redeemed  from 
purchase  money  plan  would  be  feasible,  44084.—  If 
absolutely  certain  of  getting  purchase  money  in 
twelve  months  there  would  'be  no  difficulty  in  borrow- 
mg,  but  if  payment  were  spread  over  five  years,  in- 
terest on  ±-5,000  would  mean  ruin,  44088.— In  either 
case  the  price  to  be  given  by  witness  would  be  matter 
of  negotiation  with  head  landlord;  had  the  lease 
been  of  more  than  sixty  years,  the  price,  in  oase  of 
disagreement,  would  be  fixed  by  Land  Court,  44090. 
of  IflrtTf  J?Uld  f0t  obt,aJin,  Public  money  under  Act 
1903  ,to.  bu7. ; he  would  have  to  redeem  lease,  Act 
not  applying  m oase  of  head  rent  under  less  than 
44091-3— Head  landlord  could  not  be 
mini™  \ ?urcht®e  money  i witness  had  counsel’s 
opinion,  and  knew  his  case  to  he  correct,  44093  —Wit 
ness  s negotiations  with  landlord  were  begun  three 
44097  pTw1£>US’  n+eCe^ity  of  cash  Payment  ending  all, 
^rations  were  begun  by  -him  with 
tenants,  head  landlord  having  kid  down  fixed  urice 

which  witness  was  obliged  to  agree  to,  and  willingly  ac- 
cept, for  power  of  sale  to  tenant,  considering  7pos- 

5,098  ftTSS*  ,°f  middte“”  »■* 

, j,  remedial  measure,  witness  suggested  that 
ft*  Mlor*  and  fiovemment;  chmS Zch  1 
»>•*  of  Works,  dhonia  X 

Sm  7 ”lddl<™  o»  oi  prepeSl 


Cattle. 

„Sft  «'  ««•  should  be  intodnced , Mfe 
did  not  sell  idi  5riL^S*s\%*»r‘h0“S 

SS  SdU"  ra^o^dS^ 

not  gefthem,  suppfy  be£-  Pfa?  b^w^1^/8  °°uld 
4 4411 R Deino  Iar  below  demand,  44112- 

•»*  ft  tojuW “to, 

afterwards,  44111  44117  to-JPj  out  well 

district  should  he  kept  ^ rf}red  in 

he  a good  milking  breed  • a .^b®re  would  never 
troduced  from  Another  pfrt^  Aut'11  s^ould  be  in‘ 

Basic  Slag  r.  Lime. 

far  better,  ton  for?ton  both  °f  11  me  was 

44101.  44108. — Basie  ' “ earth,  44098, 

boggy  land,  and  was  of  ™ d ?ery  suitably  on 

the  impression  they  weld  p,taa»  ft“f  aiBra’»‘» 
Pr.ee  was  .boot  «,  lim.  g 
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per  ton,  44103  44106-7. -There  n no  n,ti„  k . 
slag  m Ireland,  but  witness  thought  the  ™ bf81c  • 
quality  could  be  obtained,  44104-5.°  very  be«t 

Sea  Fisheeies. 

Dromod  Parish  was  not  affected  as  other  ■*,  • 
were  by  fisheries,  there  being  not -a  single  L*  «?», ^ 
m it;  but  a slip  was  greatly  ne^ed  L^L fishermaii 
the  fresh-water  fishermen,  who  could  not 
saimon  and  trout  in  winter,  and  could  fish  k t 
season ; there  would  be  sea  fisheries  if  +w*  ™° 

slip,  44014-9,  44022,  44024— In  realitv 
would  be  great  convenience  to  sea  fishemen^f  0JP 
parishes,  men  who  suffered  much  from  want  ofmS? 
boats  and  from  depredations  of  foreign  . Pr?Per 

44014  44022-3— Cahardaniel  fishlmen?  Vn 
ing  a large  catch  of  mackerel  from  fishing  emniJn?' 
tween  Soarifi  Island  and  Derrymore,  abfnfw01S' 
a-half  miles  from  Waterville,  and  taking  it  to 
civeen,  had  to  go  all  way  round  to  Derrynane  H»r' 

« sna  M Si 

**  BamSk,lUg,\StX»  ‘ZdX'piS'hS 

“ f b^*1?"1-  'but  ™7  little  Bmce,  44034' i? 

A good  centre  for  slip  might  hi  on  a line  wiTjfc 
tost  ant  chnroh,  44020. — If  slip  were  hnilt,  wSrSt 
■ W°.:'  d.  haTe  immense  advantage  in  beinr 
Mier  their  destination  in  returning  home  with  their 
catch;  only  advantage  of  Cahirdamll  mm  wer  them 
was  nearness  to  fishing  grounds,  44025-8. 

•Steamer  Traffic. 

Quite  apart  from  fishing,  a pier  would  be  of  im  ‘ 
mense  advantage  at  Waterville  m enabling  boats  and 
WOa-5.-RaI]inSemgs  BaJ 
was  not  unsafe  for  steamers ; in  majority  If  cases 

S ?!  Sift  ,“sft  “d  ft 

SS’-wftf  *’on8sld«,  tom  streng  wta-1, 

/-!  • ’ . y had  nof;  a sandy  bottom,  44038-40  — 

T °f  W<rfe”ai«  tald  make  it  well 

»Pfe*h„nt  thine  otagT  S". 

“i,  44S6,r5wi-2f  mi  Wh""* 
Wate^r^oS 

mendous  o '~iOeSSatl0n  was  certainly  tre- 
S Sed  rates  were  TCr7  high,  and 

^034  5 Sn4l  f,°r  soods  f«™  » <h stance, 

hke  J’t4J^kJ40^’  44047— Witness  would  not 
steLer  li  rallwa7  ^tes  had  gone  up  since 
affected  in  running  S but  the  places  were 

turalk  f6r  iWa7’  as  tamer’s  rates  were  na- 

.nd%h’S?yef"a^Sdftr  ft 

enough  6 44048  50  a * ■ latter  lf  cont)nued  long 

dhimhev-w,  ,an  stance,  carriage  of  two 

of  one  ^>f  Taies  was  exactly  equal  to  cost 

from  Cork  rv-gf  ’ teere  been  -a  steamer  running 
irom  Cork,  cost  would  have  been  less,  44050. 

Inland  Fisheries. 

protected  ™ immediate  neighbourhood  was  fairly 
sE  inl  r11!!  ^though  some  of  similar 
tion  w • Strict  were  neglected  ; pmtec- 

44052-3.  38  In  most  parts  of  the  country, 


Parish  Nurses. 

]1™.  if  possible,  on.  of  L«ij 
cational  inflne  ’ ^S1^.68  actual  nursing,  the  edu- 
SI  S?6  that  could  be  exerted  by  them  in 
the  want  of  this76'17  lraPortant ; as  an  instance  ol 
vious  the  hem  cat,'  p?  t cafe  °*  typhus  some  years  pre- 
them  44125  drank  the  disinfectants  taken  to 
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Land  available  toe  enlarging  Holding. 

There  was  in  County  Kerry  very  little  land  in 
owner's  occupation  available  for  enlarging  small  hold- 
ings, or  to  migrate  occupiers  from  congested  districts, 
44130-1,  44133,  44159. — What  land  there  was  was 
chiefly  rough  mountain,  entirely  unsuited  for  tillage, 
and  only  suitable  for  young  cattle  during  summer  and 
autumn  months,  44130,  44143,  44146. — There  was  but 
a limited  quantity,  as  nearly  all  mountain  grazing 
was  held  as  undivided  easement  by  tenants  at  foot  of 
mountain  in  proportion  to  lowland  take  or  part  suit- 
able for  tillage  held  separately,  44130-1. — Much  of 
land  in  district  was  reclaimed  bog,  requiring  to  be 
tilled  from  time  to  time  to  prevent  return  to  original 
condition,  44147-9. 

Migration. 

No  holding  of  rateable  value  less  than  £8  to 
£10  would  be  sufficient  in  itself  to  support  a small 
farmer  and  his  family,  44131. — Introduction  of 
strangers  from  a distance  was  not  practicable  in 
Kerry,  but  in  any  case  would  always  create  jealousy, 
and  in  some  districts,  such  as  eastern  parts  of  Galway, 
it  would  lead  even  to  physical  opposition,  44131-2. — 
In  many  different  counties  there  was  land  which  could 
be  readily  acquired  if  fair  price  were  offered  by 
Board  ; but  introduction  of  strangers  during  negotia- 
tions for  sale  of  estate  in  County  Leitrim,  for  example, 
for  purpose  of  dividing  it  up  among  migrants  from 
Kerry,  not  only  uneconomic  holders  in  Leitrim  but 
the  larger  holders  would  feel  aggrieved  ; the  jealousy 
was  expressing  itself  very  strongly  in  grass  lands  with 
reference  to  cattle,  44159-63. — Migration  of  occupiers 
from  congested  districts  to  any  extent  would  be  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  costly,  the  sentimental  feeling 
against  going  to  other  and  distant  counties  was  very 
strong  and  inducements  would  have  to  be  made  very 
tempting,  44133-4,  44149. — From  twenty-five  to  thirty 
years'  experience  in  Kerry,  witness  thought  Kerry  men 
could  scarcely  be  induced  by  offer  of  holding  and 
greater  comfort  in  another  county  to  transplant  them- 
selves ; if  a few  were  induced  to  go  their  example 
would  affect  others,  but  it  would  take  many  years, 
44136,  44140,  44142. — There  was  not  same  disinclina- 
tion for  emigration,  almost  everyone  having  friends  in 
America,  whither  whole  townlands  had  migrated  in 
famine  years,  44141. — It  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  migrants  should  be  taken  where  they  could 
carry  on  the  system  of  farming  to  which  they  were 
accustomed  ; those  from  congested  districts  in  Kerry 
to  none  but  pastoral  districts,  dairying  and  raising 
of  young  cattle  being  their  chief  business,  and  hardly 
any  crops  being  raised  beyond  what  was  necessary  for 
home  consumption  ; if  placed  on  land  suitable  for 
tillage  it  would  take  a couple  of  generations  to  educate 
them,  and  learn  fresh  system,  and  meanwhile  their 
new  holdings  would  be  seriously  run  out  by  system  of 
meadowing  or  con-acre,  44142-4,  44158,  44194. — Wit- 
ness had  not  personally  followed  career  of  people 
already  migrated  by  Board,  except  from  hearsay,  but 
farms  he  had  seen  were  being  worn  out  by  system  just 
mentioned,  44150-2.— The  first  years  were  always  very 
difficult  in  such  cases,  and  although  it  did  not  follow 
that  meadowing  and  con-acre  would  be  resorted  to  in 
after  years,  unless  capital  were  provided  for  migrants 
at  the  outset,  their  only  means  of  living  was  to  run 
out  the  farm  and  thus  affect  themselves  for  years 
after,  44153-4.— In  almost  every  case  homesteads,  out- 
offices  and  fencing  would  have  to  be  provided,  and  in 
a great  many  cases  assistance  would  have  to  be  given 
towards  stocking  new  holding ; tenant’s  interest  in  old 
holding  might  be  set  against  interest  acquired  in  the 
new,  though  interest  on  latter  would  be  larger,  44149, 
44154. — Loan  system  burdened  a man,  but  a loan  of 
ready  money  in  first  instance,  repayable  in  five  or  six 
years,  would  meet  difficulty  as  far  as  stocking  of  land 
was  concerned,  44155-7. — Witness  could  quite  imagine 
migrants  paying  a little  on  surrendering  holding 
towards  value  of  improved  tenant-right  on  larger  hold- 
ing, 44158. 

Grass  Lands  and  Cattle  Trade. 

Witness  had  reason  to  suppose  that  demand  for  more 
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grass  lands  by  big  men  would  be  supported  ; the  break- 
ing up  of  any  land  which  would  carry  good  permanent 
grass  was,  in  his  opinion,  most  undesirable  ; the  cattle 
trade  of  the  country  being  its  most  valuable  asset,  and 
the  breaking  up  of  large  grass  farms  in  grazing 
counties  would  damage  trade  in  young  cattle,  on  which 
tenants  in  congested  districts  of  South  mainly  relied 
for  ready  money  ; roughly  speaking,  the  practice  in 
trade  was  as  follows: — Calves  bred  and  reared  from 
lz  to  2 years  were  sold  to  dealers,  who  passed  them 
on  to  better  grass  lands  in  midland  and  home  counties, 
whence  they  again  passed  on  to  fattening  lands  of 
stall-feeders,  44164. — In  management  of  large  farm 
on  Butler  estate  (Waterville)  witness  bought  young 
stores  of  l£  years  at  local  fairs  at  £4  to  £4  15s.  per 
head,  or  bred  them  himself  ; when  about  2 years  old 
they  were  sent  to  another  farm  in  King's  County,  and 
when  fit  .for  fattening,  after  six  or  eight  months,  they 
were  sold  for  £8  to  £9,  to  be  finished  by  men  who  made 
practice  of  stall-feeding  or  for  fattening  lands  in 
Meath  or  Kildare,  44164-6,  44168.— If  grazing  lands 
in  Queen’s  County,  King’s  County,  and  Roscommon 
were  divided  into  holdings  of  thirty  acres  each  the 
system  would  be  hopelessly  disorganised  ; carrying 
power  of  100  statute  acres  of  medium  grass  land  would 
be  about  30  head  of  two-year-old  stores,  divided  into 
three  farms,  the  acreage  necessary  for  tillage,  n\eadow- 
ing,  house  and  offices  on  each  would  reduce  carrying 
power  of  land  for  cattle  by  at  least  30  per  cent., 
44166-7.— Most  of  the  lands  to  which  cattle  were  sent 
to  be  finished  in  Kildare  were  tillage,  producing  the 
stall-feeding  material ; both  in  Meath  and  Kildare 
there  was  much  land  that  would  be  better  in  tillage 
than  in  grass,  44169-70. — If  the  second-class  land  were 
broken  up  into  30-acre  farms,  the  occupier  could  not 
feed  more  than  six  or  seven  head  of  cattle  in  the  year, 
and  he  could  not  do  so  to  same  advantage  as  man  with 
40  or  50  head  of  cattle  in  the  house,  44173-4. — The 
demand  for  cattle  might  be  increased  if  some  of  the 
second-class  and  third-class  land  were  tilled  for  green 
crops  sufficient  for  stall-feeding,  and  but  though  first- 
class  land  were  spared,  this  would  disorganise  the 
system,  as  cattle  were  taken  direct  from  congested 
districts,  44175-8. — There  were  two  ways  of  fattening  ; 
there  was  land  that  would  of  itself  fatten  cattle,  and 
others  produce  fattening  stuff  ; the  latter  might  some- 
what increase  demand  for  cattle,  but  you  must  have 
second-class  land  intact  to  keep  cattle  fit  for  fattening, 
44178. — It  was  pure  nonsense,  in  witness’s  opinion,  to 
suggest  that  the  grazier  of  medium  lands — the  middle- 
man— should  be  done  away  with  and  the  small  farmer 
fatten  his  own  cattle ; he  could  only  keep  40  per  cent, 
of  present  number,  probably  had  not  land  suitable  for 
necessary  fattening  crops,  and  to  buy  artificial  feeding 
would  be  ruinous,  44192. — Intermixed  stock  and  tillage 
and  fattening  by  small  men  would  cause  keeping  cattle 
for  a longer  time,  a decided  disadvantage,  44179. — A. 
man  disposed  to  fatten  cattle  in  Meath  or  Kildare 
could  not  take  them  direct  from  congested  districts, 
as  they  would  not  be  sufficiently  advanced  to  fatten, 
44183. — An  animal  should  be  fully  grown  before  it 
could  be  fattened,  and  one  could  not  get  same  class  of 
beef  from  animal  of  two  as  from  ono  of  two  and  a half 
or  three  years,  44184,  44188. — Witness  had  l.ot  heard 
that  experts  considered  it  a loss  to  allow  full  growth 
before  fattening  had  began,  or  that  veal  was  super- 
seding beef;  as  far  as  his  experience  went  back  in 
Waterville  district,  they  were  bound  to  get  rid  of 
cattle  after  a year  and  a half  or  two  years  old  ; ho 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  systems  other  than  present 
system  in  Ireland,  so  could  not  compare  it  with  that 
of  any  other  country,  44186-7,  44191,  44193-4. 


Improvement  op  Domestic  Animals. 

Character  of  stock  exerted  great  influence,  44181. — 
Board  had  adopted  very  best  possible  method  for  im- 
proving breed  of  domestic  animals  by  introduction  of 
thoroughly  good  and  suitable  breeds  of  cattle,  sheep, 
pigs  and  poultry  ; anyone  acquainted  with  districts 
about  Cahirciveen  and  about  Kenmare  would  be  struck 
by  extraordinary  difference  in  class  of  cattle  raised  ; 
in  former,  Knights  of  Kerry  and  Butlers  of  Water- 
ville had  for  many  years  kept  up  a very  pure  strain 
of  Kerry  cattle ; in  Kenmare  district,  where  no  one 
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had  introduced  good  stock,  cattle  was  miserable ; in 
Dingle  and  Ventry  districts  Lord  Ventry  and  Mr. 
George  Hickson  had  long  maintained  very  good  class 
of  sheep  with  excellent  result  to  sheep  of  district ; 
much  more  might  be  done,  and  Board  should  have 
larger  command  of  funds,  44260,  44267. — Trinity 
College  authorities  had  done  nothing  except  providing 
sheep  in  Valentia  Island,  44261. 


Dual  Interest  in  Land. 

It  was  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  fair  price  of  dual 
interest  of  land  in  owner’s  occupation,  suitable  for 
purposes  of  Board ; occupation  right  of  tenant  was 
that  of  occupying  a certain  farm  at  certain  rent,  of 
enjoying  improvements  made  by  him  or  his  predecessor 
and  selling  same  in  open  market ; that  thi3  interest 
was  a very  valuable  commodity  was  clear  by  price 
tenant  could  obtain  ; landlord  in  selling  was  paid  for 
right  to  receive  income  of  estate  and  exercising  all 
other  appurtenant  rights ; both  parties  had  com- 
modity to  sell,  and  if  landlord  was  in  position  of  both 
landlord  and  tenant  he  had  both  rights  to  dispose  of, 
44215. — The  question  of  dual  interest  as  a security 
had  been  most  lamentably  lost  sight  of  by  Estates 
Commissioners  in  fixing  amount  of  security  a holding 
represented ; they  had  apparently  entirely  ignored 
existence  of  tenant’s  interest  in  estimating  security 
offered  which  often  exceeds  that  of  landlord,  44255. — 
Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Wrench  in  their  evidence  estimated 
dual  interest  roughly  at  1£  more  for  untenamted  than 
tenanted  land  ; the  figure  was  somewhat  low,  but  Mr. 
Boyd’s  suggestion  that  valuation  and  one-third  be 
taken  as  minimum  value,  and  that  it  should  be  open 
to  landlord  to  prove  that  his  income  derived  from 
lands  in  his  own  occupation  was  greater,  and  that  the 
price  be  fixed  accordingly,  would  give  fair  basis  for 
ascertaining  value  of  dual  interest,  44215. — Occupier’s 
interest,  as  Mr.  Boyd  suggested,  might  be  reckoned  at 
one-third,  or,  as  Mr.  Einucane  proposed,  might  be 
shown  by  landlord’s  books,  giving  fair  occupation 
value  of  holding,  44251-2. — There  was  a difference 
between  1£  valuation,  and  second-term  rents  and  one- 
third  valuation,  and  it  was  worth  solving,  442545. 
— Second-term  rents  in  Kerry  were  at  or  a little 
beyond  the  valuation  ; but  it  varied  greatly  in  other 
counties,  44253. 


Sale  of  Land  and  Compulsion. 
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case  of  price  to  be  given  by  a tenant,  44248-9.— Only 
way  to  arrive  at  fair  value  of  untenanted  land  would 
be  for  some  independent  person  to  make  valuation  as- 
to  letting  value,  adding  occupier’s  interest  in  that 
and  landlord’s  interest  in  that,  44251. 


Financial  Legislation. 

Financial  part  of  land  legislation  of  past  years 
presented  extraordinary  anomalies ; legislation  first 
proceeded  by  reduction  of  rents  and  giving  tenants- 
practically  fixity  of  tenure,  to  reduce  owner’s  interest 
to  lowest  possible  point ; the  authority  then  came  for- 
ward as  money-lender,  with  depreciated  value  as- 
security ; they  fixed  limit  above  which  price  might  not 
go,  and  limited  possible  purchaser  to  then  occupier 
of  land ; all  this  resulted  in  exactly  half  the  working 
capital  of  country  being  taken  out  and  invested  else- 
where, 44255. 


Loans  foe  Improvements. 

On  almost  every  estate  with  which  witness  had  been 
connected,  money  had  been  borrowed  by  landlords  from. 
Board  of  Works  for  making  roads,  drains,  reclama- 
tions and  other  improvements ; in  no  case  within 
witness’s  knowledge  had  tenants  been  required  to  pay, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  any  part  of  these  loans, 
or  interest  on  them,  44255-6. — When  rents  were  fixed 
in  Court,  evidence  on  landlord’s  side  as  to  expenditure 
was  sometimes  given,  and  would  have  tended  to  help 
re-sale  of  estate,  so  that  indirectly,  by  fixation  of  rent, 
the  tenants  would  pay  something,  unfortunately  not 
the  smallest  attention  was  paid  to  this,  44257-9.— 
Witness  had  schedule  showing  former  conditions  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  estates  which  had  been  in  his 
management,  and  present  condition  as  to  number  of 
tenants,  yearly  rent,  present  arrears,  and  average 
yearly  receipts,  44259-60. — Trinity  College  estate 
in  Waterville  district  alone  was  1,300  acres  al- 
together, and  was  held  immediatealy  from  College- 
by  occupiers,  44262-4.— On  other  estates  there  was. 
but  one  middleman  in  the  district,  44265. — College 
authorities  gave  from  time  to  time  small  grants  to- 
tenants  for  building  houses,  for  helping  drains, 
making  fences  and  improving  roads,  and  these  were 
mentioned  in  fixing  fair  rent,  44266-7. 


Judging  from  witness’s  experience  on  thirty-five  or 
forty  estates  he  had  managed  in  that  and  other  parts 
of  Ireland,  Board  w'ould  be  able  to  purchase  all  the 
land  required  without  any  compulsion,  44215-17, 
44240. — Witness  had  never  heard  of  a landlord  ab- 
solutely refusing  to  sell,  in  no  case  within  his  expe- 
rience had  an  owner  refused  a fair  price,  44218,  44240-1, 
44247. — Were  there  such  a case,  witness  would  prefer 
remedy  of  leaving  men  who  refused  alone,  and  buying 
all  other  land  ; very  few  would  hold  out,  44220-1. — 
No  one  had  right  to  compel  another  to  give  up  his 
land  ; the  principle  of  compulsion  existed  it  was  true 
for  purpose  of  light  railways  and  small  holdings,  but 
price  was  considerable,  44224-6. — Witness  had  bought 
land,  and  found  that  when  you  wanted  land  par- 
ticularly you  paid  an  extra  price  for  it,  44242-3. — 
Assuming  that  land  was  absolutely  essential  for  en- 
largement of  holdings,  assuming  that  land  could  not 
be  obtained  by  other  means,  in  an  extreme  case,  such 
as  absolute  refusal  by  absentee  not  requiring  land  for 
his  income,  or  refusal  of  reasonable  terms  obliging 
purchasing  authority  like  Board  to  go  further  afield, 
witness  would  recognise  necessity  for  compulsion,  but 
only  as  very  last  resource,  44219,  44221,  44227-32, 
44235,  44250. — If  there  were  such  necessity  it  would 
be  in  Kerry,  and  extreme  case  in  another  county  must 
be  met  in  same  way,  44228,  44230. — That  length  had 
not  however  been  reached  or  negotiations  exhausted, 
44232-3,  44236. — Where  landlord  fixed  a price,  Board 
having  to  buy  and  sell  afterwards  without  repayment, 
would  be  justified  in  refusing  if  price  were  too  high, 
44244.— Instead  of  dropping  negotiations,  splitting  the 
difference,  as  was  done  at  fairs,  would  be  best,  44245-6. 
— Much  depended  on  original  difference  between  them, 
44247. — Were  compulsion  adopted,  a tribunal  would 
have  to  be  created  for  fixation  of  fair  price,  as  in  the 


Lime. 

With  reference  to  price  of  lime,  it  was  in  Kenmaxe 
Is.  3d.  or  Is.  6d.  per  barrel  of  33  gallons ; in  Kil- 
larney,  for  barrel  of  only  30  gallons,  last  price  witness 
had  heard  was  Is.  2d.,  44194-5— Trinity  College  had 
many  tenants  round  there,  and  it  had  been  once  sug- 
gested by  witness  that  lime  might  be  imported  from 
Kenmare  in  a ship  and  sold  at  some  central  station 
like  Cahirciveen  at  a lower  price  than  could  now 
done,  but  the  College  authorities  found  a difficulty  in 
undertaking  what  they  then  considered  a trading, 
operation,  44197-8. 


Kelp. 


There  was  an  abundant  supply  of  kelp  along 
of  Kerry  in  all  directions;  for  many  years  there 
kelp  burning,  which  paid  well,  and  almost  the 
conditions  might  now  obtain  ; witness  sugges  e 
Galway  and  Sligo  districts  be  requisitioned  to 
kelp-making  in  Kerry,  44213-4. 


Re-Afforestation. 


Before  all  available  land  for  purpose  passed ‘ ‘XL, 
the  market  re-afforesting  should  be  ^ un  ^ 
seriously  by  Government  owing  to-  mcreasea 


ing  trees  near  seaboard  it  was  aDsoiu^j 
sary  thait  they  should  be  in  a position  V ^ 
sheltered  from  direct  force  of  Atlantic  g . > ftjj 


:om  oirect  lura  u*.  am—--  winter 
storms  came  laden  with  spray,  and  during  pitied 
previous  season’s  growth  exposed  to  them 
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glens  lying  away  from  sea  would  grow  larch  and 
■spruce  very  well  indeed,  as  instanced  by  some  planta- 
tions made  by  witness  opposite  Kilgarvan  ; it  was  very 
difficult  lately  to  get  young  trees  in  the  country, 
44214. 

Building  Stone. 

There  were  unlimited  quantities  of  finest  sorts  of 
building  stones  in  almost  all  the  congested  districts, 
and  with  capital  available  a profitable  industry  might 
be  carried  on  by  their  working,  44198. — There  was  an 
immense  extent  of  old  red  sandstone  at  Dingle,  44206. 
— Waterville  Hotel  had  been  built  of  concrete  because 
lime  was  not  conveniently  obtainable,  and  building 
with  cement  was  much  easier,  and  concrete  the  readiest 
means  of  using  cement,  this  accounted  for  its  extended 
use  in  district ; though  expensive,  a little  went  a long 
way,  44207-9.— Capital  could  not  always  be  found  in 
Ireland  for  any  industry  which  had  prospects  of  suc- 
ceeding ; this  was  owing  to  insecurity  of  property — 
■before  Act  of  1881,  and  still  further  back,  44210-13. 

Sla.te  Quarry  at  Yalentia. 

For  number  of  years  slate  quarry  at  Valentia  was 
worked  with  groat  success ; old  machinery  became 
worn  out  and  company  having  no  capital  to  buy  new 
machinery,  undertaking  was  killed,  44200. — Company 
seemed  not  to  have  been  able  to  obtain  money  from 
bank,  44201. — Irish  slates  were  always  slighter,  and 
Yalentia  slate  did  not  split  thin  ; it  required  timber 
or  a pointed  roof,  and  was  not  suitable  for  roofing 
-except  for  a small  district,  44202-5. 

Suitable  Boats. 

Fishing  industry  round  the  coast  had  been  very  . 
greatly  aided  and  developed  by  Congested  Districts 
Board,  both  by  introduction  of  better  boats  and  better 
landing  facilities  and  system  of  fishing  generally,  44198, 
44267,  44271,  44278. — In  early  years  of  Board’s  work, 
Rev.  Mr.  Green  brought  boats,  nets  and  men  from 
Yalentia  district  to  neighbourhood  of  Clifden  and 
•Cleggan,  in  County  Galway,  to  teach  the  people  system 
of  mackerel  fishing  by  means  of  seine  nets,  with  best 
results,  44213. — Nearly  all  fishermen  in  Cahirciveen 
■district  were  half  farmers,  and  would  not  spend  the 
night  away  from  home  nor  sleep  on  board,  as  pro- 
fessional fishermen  did,  44267,  44276. — They  would 
never  be  fishermen  altogether,  but  part  of  the  year 
they  had  little  else  but  fishing  to  do,  and  in  some 
few  places  they  could  possibly  be  educated  to  become 
professional  fishermen,  44268-70,  44276-7. — After  the 
famine  in  1881  boats  were  given  to  the  men  free  of 
all  charge,  and  they  asked  to  be  paid  for  hanging  the 
nets,  and  never  fished  the  boats  now,  44267. — Board 
had  improved  boats  in  Kerry  by  grants  for  building 
and  acquiring  them,  and  Mr.  Green  had  given  prac- 
tical hints  as  to  building  and  shape  of  boats,  44271-2, 
44278. — Witness  saw  no  objection  to  zulu  boats  sup- 
plied, 40273-4. — Only  way  to  induce  the  men  to  become 
professional  fishermen  would  be  by  inducing  them  to 
provide  themselves  with  half-deck  boats  of  fourteen 
tons’  class,  44274-5. — Witness  did  not  believe  in  steam- 
drifters  ; it  would  be  necessary  to  remodel  harbours, 
landing-stage  and  all  else ; steamers  could  not  be 
brought  alongside  many  of  the  small  coasts  in  district, 
•44277. 

Congested  Disteicts  Boaed. 

In  witness’s  opinion,  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
■done  excellent  work  throughout  districts  with  which 
he  was  acquainted ; numerous  mistakes  had  been 
made,  but  they  had  profited  by  experience,  and  any 
curtailment  of  their  powers  or  transfer  to  another 
Department  would  be  a grave  misfortune  to  the  con- 
gested districts  ; no  Government  Department  had  done 
■so  much  before  for  country,  and  it  would  be  well  that 
Board  should  be  given  larger  command  of  funds  for 
purpose  of  improving  breeds  of  domestic  animals  and 
■developing  fishing  and  other  industries,  44267,  44278. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Delap.  y^TUl 

-1. — Rents  received  on  "Estates  manaqed  by  Wit- 
ness,   216 

R. — Sales  of  Tenants'  Interests  on  Estates  man- 
aged by  Witness  in  County  Kerry,  . . 216 


SLOAN,  Me.  R.  O. 


Piee  or  Slip  Accommodation  needed  at  Waterville. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  recognised  need  for 
pier  or  slip  at  Waterville,  and  offered  a grant,  pro- 
vided that  County  Council  voted  a certain  amount ; 
people  of  district  were  too  poor  to  contribute,  and  the 
whole  thing  fell  through,  44282-3. — Board  ought  to  give 
a grant  unconditionally,  and  engineering  difficulties 
ought  not  to  prevent  it ; Board  should  have  sufficient 
money  to  carry  out  duties  imposed  on  them,  44283. — 
It  took  six  or  eight  men,  who  might  have  to  get  wee 
to  the  waist,  to  get  a boat  afloat  at  Waterville,  and 
to  beach  it  safely  was  even  more  difficult,  44284. — 
People  themselves  could  not  make  a pier,  a day’s  work 
would  be  washed  away  by  the  tide,  44286-9. — Fisher- 
men were  anxious  to  fish  if  they  could  get  facilities, 
and  were  sober,  honest,  and  industrious,  44289,  44292. 
— Witness  was  not  opposed  to  a local  contribution 
which  people  could  afford  to  pay,  44291-2. 


Inland  Fisheries. 

Total  amount  given  by  Board  for  improvement  of 
inland  fisheries  was  £10  towards  a small  hatchery  ; 
Conservators  had  to  rely  entirely  on  revenue  derived 
from  sale  of  licences,  and  if  that  fell  off  fisheries 
would  suffer  for  lack  of  protection,  44292-3,  44297. — 
Fisheries  were  open  to  anyone  who  had  a licence  (£1 
for  a rod,  £3  for  seine  nets,  £10  for  weirs),  which 
could  be  taken  out  elsewhere,  just  as  licences  taken 
out  locally  could  be  used  elsewhere,  44294-303,  44315-7. 
— The  two  hotels  had  purchased  rights  of  two  rivers 
from  Sir  Morgan  O'Connell  and  Lord  Lansdowne  ; the 
landlords  had  the  rights  of  the  Caneragh  ; the  hotels 
had  to  contribute  largely  to  cost  of  water  bailiffs,  and 
were,  to  a certain  extent,  in  position  of  landlords ; 
but  the  rights  were  leased  yearly — not  bought  out, 
44318-25. — Lord  Lansdowne  contributed  £3  last  year, 
being  rent  he  got  from  the  fishing  ; Sir  M.  O'Connell 
gave  use  of  a lodge  for  police  in  winter  time,  44326-9. 
— Right  of  fishing  in  the  lake  had  been  free  from 
time  immemorial,  44329-31. — Burns-Hartopp  tenants 
would  not  be  allowed  to  form  an  association  for 
fishing  the  lake ; with  indiscriminate  fishing,  in  two 
years  there  would  be  no  fish,  44332-8. 


Claim  of  Inland  Fisheries  on  the  Board. 

Inland  fisheries  of  a congested  district  were  as  much 
entitled  to  Board’s  fostering  care  as  maritime  fisheries, 
44304,  44343. — Amount  derived  from  inland  fisheries 
was  considerable,  44343. — Small  farmers  of  district 
were  interested  in  fisheries,  because  visitors  employed 
them  as  boatmen,  and  enabled  them  to  sell  eggs  and 
fowls  to  a small  extent,  44305-9. — About  thirty  men 
were  engaged  solely  in  inland  fisheries,  44310. — About 
forty  water  bailiffs  were  employed  in  winter ; fifteen 
or  twenty  in  summer,  and  paid  from  £4  down,  44311-3. 
— Inland  fishermen  were  honest,  sober,  and  industrious, 
44314. — Witness  did  not  ask  for  an  exorbitant  grant, 
nor  that  it  should  be  made  over  an  extended  period ; 
he  asked  £60  or  £70  yearly  for  five  or  six  years, 
44314. — Board  of  Conservators  was  elected  every  three 
years  by  licensed  fishermen,  44341-2. 


O’CONNELL,  Mr.  A.  G. 


Piers  and  Slips  Weongly  Erected  or  Erected  in 
Unsuitable  Places. 

As  regards  marine  works,  witness  complained  that 
works  of  little  merit  had  been  done,  while  works  of 
greater  merit  had  been  left  undone,  44345. — No  slip 
should  be  made  in  any  place  where  the  open  sea  had 
full  force,  because  no  slip  could  stand  the  strength  of 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  ; a slip  had  been  built  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  at  Butt  Cove,  in  St.  Finan’s 
Bay,  and  almost  £1,400  was  spent  upon  it ; there  was 
no  shelter  from  the  fury  of  the  sea,  and  the  slip  was 
too  upright ; there  was  terrible  labour  in  pulling  up 
a boat ; it  took  two  or  three  crews ; the  lower  part  of 
the  pier  had  been  taken  away,  and  a timber  structure 
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O’CONNELL,  Mr.  A.  G. — continued. 

was  put  up  in  its  place ; it  was  all  swept  away  by 
the  first  storm,  44346-51. — A slip  might  be  made  by 
going  to  low  water  and  excavating  to  about  a foot ; 
then  make  a slip  twenty  feet  wide,  and  going  up  above 
high  water ; the  sea  would  have  no  effect  upon  such  a 
slip  ; a concrete  fence  should  be  built  across  the  top 
of  the  slip,  with  a base  of  about  three  feet ; it  should 
be  6 feet  high,  and  in  the  centre  a gateway  to 
pull  the  boats  through  for  safety ; the  slip  could 
be  made  in  the  same  place  where  it  was  at  present, 
44353-4. — North  of  Valentia  there  was  a slip  that  was 
of  no  use ; it  was  built  on  the  wrong  side,  and  was  so 
upright  it  was  half  standing ; £1,200  was  spent  on 
it,  and  a small  strand  was  always  in  use  instead  of 
pulling  up  the  boats  on  the  large  slip,  44356-8. 


Pier  Extension  at  Portmagee. 

There  was  a good  pier  in  a land-locked  harbour  at 
Portmagee ; extension  of  the  pier  was  desired,  in  order 
that  steamers  might  come  alongside  at  any  time  of 
the  tide ; a memorial  had  been  sent  to  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  when  it  started,  and  they  approved  of 
the  work ; it  was  surveyed  by  the  Board  of  Works 
Engineer,  and  by  Mr.  Keating ; the  cost  was  esti- 
mated at  £1,250  ; no  local  donation  was  forthcoming, 
and  Trinity  College  would  not  contribute ; the  pier 
did  not  belong  to  Trinity  College,  though  it  was  on 
their  property  ; but  it  was  for  the  use  of  their  tenants, 
44358-61. — Witness  persuaded  the  County  Council  to 
subscribe  £200,  but  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
engineer  destroyed  the  whole  thing  by  estimating  the 
cost  of  the  work  at  £3,000,  44362. — The  County  Council 
was  at  present  considering  a contribution  of  £600  ; 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  a chance  of  getting  anything 
from  Trinity  College,  44363-6. 


Portmagee  Water  Supply. 

Portmagee  was  entirely  a fishing  village,  and  there 
were  sometimes  200  men  going  out  fishing,  besides 
numerous  boats  from  other  places  coming  ashore  for 
water;  the  water-supply  was  short,  and  the  water 
was  unwholesome  ; Congested  .Districts  Board  had  con- 
tributed £250,  and  Trinity  College  gave  £100  ; the 
total  cost  was  nearly  £700,  and  the  necessary  money 
had  been  raised  or.  the  security  of  Portmagee  Electoral 
Division,  the  valuation  of  which  was  only  £700,  and 
the  extra  rate  put  on  in  consequence  of  the  water- 
works was  lOd.  in  the  £ ; the  people  were  wretchedly 
poor,  and  it  was  thought  that,  as  the  supply  was  so 
much_  for  fishermen  from  all  directions,  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  might  give  an  extra  donation,  44366-7. 
—Provision  of  a water-supply  was  a necessity  of 
fishing  development,  and  in  that  wav  the  matter  could 
be  brought  within  purview  of  Congested  Districts 
Board,  44368-71. — The  guardians  wer-e  the  statutory 
water  bodv,  but  they  would  not  levy  the  charge  on  the 
rates,  44372-3.— No  charge  was  made  for  the  water 
supplied  to  the  fishing  boats  ; that  would  necessitate 
appointment  of  a man  with  a salarv  which  would 
monopolise  a great  part  of  the  revenues  derived  from 
the  boats,  44374-5. — The  moiety  of  the  expenditure 
levied  on  the  electoral  division  had  been  paid  to  the 
contractor,  and  it  was  desired  there  should  be  somb 
remission  to  the  ratepayers,  44376-7. 

Negotiations  for  Sale  of  Portmagee  Property. 

Negotiations  were  at  present  going  on  with  Trinity 
College  for  the  sale  of  the  Portmagee  property;  they 
ntCLrfUSed  -t0  Selli. to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
under  any  circumstances,  but  they  would  sell  direct 
provided  that  Cahirciveen  joined  in  the  sale ; no 
terms  had  been  mentioned,  44384-5. 

Pier  Neeped  at  Ballinskelligs. 

At  Ballinskelligs  Bay  there  were  60  boats,  and  no 

‘Tiv  a”J,b"d  • th're  "s  » Altered  c0Te 

at  Bfsllinskdlligs  Castle,  where  there  were  about 
fifteen  feet  of  water  at  low  tide,  and  a timber  structure 
Would  do  44384-5.-A  pier  would  be  nSed  ; “ss 
contemplated  decked  and  half -decked  vessels,  aid  the 
yawls  had  no  place  to  land  their  fish,  44386-8. 


O’CONNELL,  Mr.  A.  G. — continued. 
Necessity 
A motor  service 


a Motor  Service  eor  Transit  of  Fish. 

~ /trViCe  ft?*  necessary  ; a tremendous 

quantity  of  fish  was  killed  m the  bay ; three  or  f™, 
boats  would  take  20,000  fish  on  some  days,  44388-90 
Autumn  was  the  principal  time ; the  fish  were  carted 
to  Cahirciveen,  and  were  so  shaken  in  the  common 
carts  that  they  were  seriously  injured  ; a motor  would 
not  do  more  injury  than  the  cart,  and  it  would  or, 
quicker ; there  were  about  200  barrels  of  mackerel  I? 
Portmagee  in  the  season,  and  1,575  barrels  of  cured 
fish  were  sent  from  Ballinskelligs  to  the  Amerir^ 
market,  443924.  erican 


O’SULLIVAN,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Pier  at  Reneen. 

Witness  appeared  in  support  of  a new  pier  beyond 
a place  called  Reneen  Point,  in  Ballinskelligs  Bay 
there  were  seventy  fishermen  in  Reneen,  and  then 
were  three  seme  boats,  each  manned  by  eighteen  men  • 
there  were  also  fifteen  or  sixteen  small  boats  fishing 
lobsters  ; they  had  no  way  of  landing  at  all ; when  the 
boats  came  in  people  went  out  to  bring  in  the  fish 
from  the  waves ; landing  at  night  they  could  not 
go  out  again ; it  took  five  or  six  men  to  pull  up  a 
boat,  44396-7.— If  a pier  were  built  at  Ballinskelligs 
Castle  it  would  serve  Reneen,  but  it  would  be  rather 
far  away,  44398. — A pier  could  not  be  placed  in  front 
of  every  little  collection  of  houses,  but  it  would  be 
well  if  there  was  a good  pier  somewhere  between 
Reneen  and  Waterville,  44399-400.— It  was  nine  miles 
from  Reneen  to  Ballinskelligs,  44401.— Mr.  Green  sari 
Reneen  was  the  most  suitable  place  round  the  coast 
for  the  pier  ; there  was  any  amount  of  fish  in  the  bay 
but  they  could  not  get  them  ; witness  had  often  seen 
the  men  go  out ; they  got  all  wet  getting  into  their 
boats  44402.— The  people  were  very  poor,  but  they 
would  certainly  give  some  little  local  contribution  if 
they  were  asked,  44403. — Representations  had  been 
made  to  an  inspector  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
but  no  steps  had  been  taken,  44404.— The  people  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  contribute  the  labour ; no  estimate 
had  Deen  made  of  the  cost,  44405-6. 

Bridge  Needed  at  Toreens. 

There  was  a river  crossing  a road  about  eight  miles 
trom  where  the  Commission  was  sitting,  and  there 
was  no  bridge ; the  district  on  the  other  side  was 
called  Toreens,  and  there  were  six  families  there 
who  were  obliged  to  cross  the  river  on  a plank,  and 
could  not  cross  at  all  except  when  the  water  was  very 
shallow,  44406.— Witness  thought  the  place  was  on 
«ie  Burns-Hartopp  Estate,  but  was  not  sure,  44407-8. 

1 here  were  other  families  in  the  village  beyond 
^.°.r®?ns  1 ^le  roa(i  should  be  extended  to  the  village, 
‘M4Ub.— ihe  matter  had  been  placed  before  the  Board’s 
inspector,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  move,  44410-1.— 
a roa<*  to  the  site  proposed  for  the  Reneen 


HAREN,  Mr.  P. 

Pier  Needed  at  Ballinskelligs. 

A pier  was  much  needed  at  Ballinskelligs,  and  there 
ad  'been  some  idea  of  closing  the  'Sound, 
e late  landlord  had  made  efforts  in  the  direc- 
tion of  closing  the  Sound,  and  witness  had 
en  soundings,  but  the  cost  was  too  great ; Mr. 
C-reen  had  visited  the  place ; there  was  deep  water  at 
- e telegraph  station,  and  one  side  of  the  reef  of 
locks  was  a natural  pier  already ; engineers  had  been 
sent  down  on  different  occasions,  and  witness  had  taken 
soundings  ; but  when  the  matter  went  before  the 
Board  nothing  more  was  heard  of  it ; thirty  or  forty 
memorials  had  been  sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
^ °f  Commons ; there  were  about  fifty  boats 
in  ballinskelligs,  and  boats  came  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ; they  all  complained  that  if 
there  were  a pier  there  would  be  facilities  for  fishing ; 
witness  would  sooner  press  for  the  making  of  the  pier 
than  for  the  closing  of  the  Sound  : another  necessity 
was  a large  curing-house.  44414. 
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SULLIVAN,  Mr  DENIS. 


SULLIVAN,  Mr.  DENIS — continued. 


CONGESTION  IN  NEIGHBOURHOOD  OP  KeSMARE. 

Parishes  of  Ken-mare,  Bon  awn,  and  Tuosist,  and 
large  part  of  Kilgarvan  were  scheduled,  excepting  only 
electoral  division  of  Cappagli ; land  was  reclaimed 
from  bogs,  etc.,  and  was  of  very  poor  quality ; it 
required  tilling  and  manuring  every  six  or  eight 
years ; 271  holdings  in  district  were  under  £4,  1,109 
over ; average  valuation  was  £6  13s. ; majority  of 
farmers  were  in  debt  to  shopkeepers  ; if  no  remittances 
were  received  from  America  they  could  not  subsist 
and  pay  taxes  and  rent ; Congested  Districts  Board 
had  done  very  little ; there  was  no  Parish  Committee 
in  Kenmare,  as  Board  had  only  offered  £35,  which 
was  inadequate  ; landlord  was  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 
There  was  very  little  untenanted  land ; Lord  Lans- 
downe held  about  100  acres,  which  he  let  for  grazing 
on  eleven  months’  system  ; that  might  be  acquired  by 
Estates  Commissioners  for  enlargement  of  holdings  ; 
entire  district  should  be  scheduled,  and  larger  grants 
made  to  Parish  Committees ; turbary  was  exhausted 
in  some  places,  and  people  had  to  go  far  into 
mountains  for  it ; grants  should  be  made  for  roads 
to  such  places,  44415. — Indebtedness  of  farmers  to 
shopkeepers  was  due  to  depression  of  the  times, 
44416-7. — Parish  -Committee  had  not  been  started,  be- 
cause of  inadequacy  of  grant  of  £35  ; secretary  and 
clerk  of  works  would  be  required,  and  they  would 
have  to  be  paid  ; that  would  leave  only  £25  to  spend, 
which,  though  better  than  nothing,  was  wholly  in- 
adequate; Board  might  increase  grant  afterwards 
if  scheme  proved  a success,  44436-42,  44544-55. — 
The  demesne  land,  which  was  let  as  grazing  land, 
and  therefore  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  demesne 
land,  should  be  taken  for  labourers’  allotments ; only 
about  100  acres  of  Lord  Lansdowne’s  land  were  avail- 
able, 44494-503. 


Land  Purchase. 

Lord  Lansdowne  had  been  approached  on  two 
occasions  since  passing  of  Act  of  1903  regarding  sale 
of  estate  to  tenants ; first  time  he  said  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  sell  Glenerough  Estate ; in  1905  he 
refused  to  meet  deputation  of  tenants  to  discuss  terms 
of  sale ; later,  in  reply  to  Ven.  Archdeacon  O’Leary, 
he  submitted  terms,  viz.,  twenty  years’  purchase  of 
first  term  rents  and  twenty-three  years’  purchase  of 
second  term  rents,  sporting  rights  to  be  vested  in 
landlord,  and  excluding  from  sale  about  seventy 
holdings ; tenants  offered  seventeen  years’  purchase  of 
first  term  rents,  twenty  years  purchase  of  second  term 
rents,  spoi-ting  rights  to  be  vested  in  tenants,  and  in- 
cluded holdings  to  be  excluded ; or,  as  an  alternative, 
purchase  through  Estates  Commissioners  ; Lord  Lans- 
downe refused  to  accept  either,  44415. — Farms  in  dis- 
trict which  Estates  Commissioners  had  refused 
to  sanction  sale  of  in  1890,  as  they  considered 
security  insufficient  for  advance,  were  now  being  sold 
at  six  to  ten  years’  purchase  higher  than  prices  offered 
under  previous  Acts ; there  was  no  warrant  for  this, 
as  prices  of  produce  had  decreased,  while  labour  had 
become  dearer  owing  to  emigration ; enhanced  price 
was  due  to  operation  of  zone  system,  and  abolition  of 
inspection  for  security ; also  lever  of  relief  from 
arrears ; this  was  serious  for  both  tenant  and  rate- 
payers ; remedy  was  compulsory  purchase  at  fair 
price,  abolition  of  zones,  and  inspection  for  security ; 
all  sales  to  be  made  through  Estates  Commissioners  or 
Congested  Districts  Board,  44415. — Tenants  wanted 
sporting  rights  to  use  for  themselves,  and  to  prevent 
gamekeepers  coming  on  their  lands  at  any  time  they 
liked,  44443-5. — Game  would  continue  to  exist,  as  it 
would  be  to  interests  of  people  to  preserve  it,  as  it 
was  an  asset  of  value,  44446-8.— Committee  of  tenants 
‘or  Protecting  game  and  leasing  to  somebody  would 
probably  be  best  way  of  preserving  game,  44449. — 
Mr.  Doran  lived  on  property  where  game  had  been 
lfft  to  tenants,  and  there  was  still  as  much  game 
as  ever ; what  tenants  objected  to  was  constant  inter- 
ference of  bailiffs,  etc.,  44450-2.— In  former  times, 
before  passing  of  Act  of  1881,  there  had  been  much 
miscarriage  of  justice,  as  gamekeepers  brought  people 
oeiore  magistrates  for  no  reason  at  all,  and  magistrates 
set  aside  evidence  of  all  witnesses  except  gamekeepers 
or  water-bailiffs  ; people  got  very  little  justice,  44453- 
'o.—  landlords  asked  high  prices  for  land,  and  tenants 


were  willing  to  pay  them,  as  fact  of  getting  rid  of 
arrears  was  a present  relief,  44474-7.— Only  remedy 
was  compulsory  purchase  at  a fair  price ; fair  prices 
being  those  current  under  Ashbourne  Act — fourteen 
or  fifteen  to  seventeen  years’  purchase,  44478-9. — In 
former  days  tenants’  organisation  was  stronger  than 
i.ow,  and  were  able  to  make  better  terms  than  at 
present'on  that  account,  44484-6. — Land  was  different 
from  ordinary  commodities,  and  could  not  be  bought 
and  sold  on  same  principles,  as  occupiers  in  Ireland 
had  interest  equal  to  the  landlords’,  44487-92. — Only 
remedy  for  high  purchase  prices  was  compulsory  pur- 
chase by  either  Estates  Commissioners  or  Congested 
Districts  Board,  44493. — Lord  Lansdowne  had  re- 
fused to  sell  a large  number  of  holdings  on 
liis  estate ; these  were  let  to  tenants ; tenants 
had  refused  to  purchase  at  his  prices,  but  had 
said  that  others  might,  44509-11. — The  estate  pur- 
chased in  1890,  at  fifteen  years’  purchase,  was  on  first 
term  rent3 ; that  would  be  equal  to  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years’  purchase  of  second  term  rents,  44512-8. 
— Land  on  Lord  Lansdowne’s  property  was  very  poor, 
and  reclamation  was  going  on  still ; rents  were  put 
up  as  soon  as  land  was  reclaimed,  and  there  was  no 
redress  after  1881  for  rent  charged  on  reclamations, 
44527-35. — As  witness  had  said,  farms  which  in  1890 
Estates  Commissioners  had  refused  to  advance  fourteen 
years’  purchase  on  had  sold  under  Act  of  1903  for 
twenty  years’  purchase ; this  was  proof  that  land  was 
selling  much  higher  under  Act  of  1903,  44536-43. 
—Regarding  sporting  rights,  best  thing  would  be  for 
committee  of  tenant  farmers  to  look  after  game ; they 
did  not  so  much  want  game  for  themselves  as  to  have 
complete  control  of  farms  after  purchasing  them, 
44567. — Ownership  of  everything  on  the  land  should 
pass  to  tenants,  44570. — It  was  great  hardship  that 
gamekeepers  should  have  right  to  go  over  land,  44573. 
— Association  of  tenants  might  lease  land  to  sports- 
man for  advantage  to  themselves  ; or  right  of  shooting 
might  be  subject  to  having  to  pay  bird  money  to 
tenants  ; but  landlord  should  nob  have  right  to 
send  bailiffs,  etc.,  on  the  land  whenever  he  pleased, 
44574-7. — Gladstone’s  Act  of  1881  had  emancipated 
the  tenants,  44586. — Petty  Sessions  Bench  had  im- 
proved recently,  and  had  now  more  members  in  whom 
the  people  had  confidence,  44587-8. — Witness  did  not 
know  of  any  case  where  land  was  held  by  one  pro- 
prietor and  shooting  rights  upon  it  by  another,  though 
landlords  had  tried  to  make  such  agreements,  44594-5. 
— Accounts  given  in  papers  of  sales  did  not  state 
whether  sporting  rights  were  retained,  44596-99. — 
Warren  Estate  in  Kerry  had  been  sold  under  such 
circumstances,  but  witness  had  never  heard  of  it 
under  Ashbourne  Acts,  44600-4.— Game  rights  should 
not  even  be  reserved  for  vendor’s  life-time,  44615. — 
Witness  had  purchased  farm  in  1890  at  fifteen  to 
seventeen  years’  purchase;  his  rent  then  was  £20, 
bis  present  instalment  was  £12,  which  he  considered 
a fair  price  in  that  district,  44605-11. — If  Estates 
Commissioners  or  Congested  Districts  Board  fixed  price 
witness  would  be  satisfied  with  it,  whatever  price  they 
fixed,  44612-4. 

Cattle  and  Sheep-breeding. 

Breed  of  cattle  and  sheep  should  be  improved, 
especially  cattle  which  were  of  very  inferior  quality 
and  had  to  be  kept  until  they  were  three  or  four  years 
old ; in  times  of  depression  they  were  almost  unsale- 
able, 44415. — Nothing  had  been  done  by  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  improve  breed  of  cattle  or  sheep 
in  Kenmare  Parish,  44428. — Now  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment had  control  of  work,  and  county  councils  had 
remedy  in  their  own  hands,  as  Department  worked 
through  them,  44430-5.— Conditions  in  this  part  of 
Kerry  were  different  from  those  in  other  parts,  and 
cattle  had  here  to  be  kept  for  three  or  four  years  if 
anything  was  to  be  made  by  them,  44504-8,  44519-22. 
— Beasts  were  not  fattened  in  Kerry,  but  bought  by 
graziers,  who  kept  them  about  a year  before  selling 
them,  44523-6. — In  poorer  parts  of  Kerry  people  had 
no  regular  system  of  sale  of  cattle  at  a certain  age  ; 
all  depended  on  the  demand ; sometimes  they  haa  to 
be  kept  on  mountains  and  fattened  before  thev  left 
district,  44589-93. 

Agricultural  Prices 

Indebtedness  of  farmers  to  shopkeepers  was  due  to 
depression  of  times,  and  fall  in  prices  of  agricultural 
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pioduce,  44416-9. — Witness  arguecl  that  price  of  butter 
was  lower,  though  Agricultural  Department’s  lists 
showed  general  increase ; this  increase,  he  said,  was 
only  in  price  of  best  butter,  44420-3. — Price  of  cattle 
was  very  uncertain,  though  price  of  beef  did  not 
vary  much ; cattle  sometimes  sold  well,  but  at  other 
times  demand  was  very  slack ; depression  in  cattle 
trade  told  heavily  against  farmers  in  Kerry,  as  their 
cattle  were  of  such  very  poor  qualify,  44424-6. 

Agricultural  Schemes. 

People  were  not  satisfied  with  agricultural  and  live 
stock  schemes,  as  farmers  were  not  getting  the  class  of 
help  they  wanted,  44556-8. — Some  .more  useful  system 
might  be  devised,  44559. — Horse  was  stationed  in  Kerry 
when  schemes  were  under  Congested  Districts  Board, 
44560— Also  a bull,  44561. — Bee-keeping  would  be  .a 
44565  industry  to  sPread  throughout  the  country, 

O’SULLIVAN,  Mr.  TIMOTHY  J. 

Congestion. 

Parish  of  Kenmare  was  portion  of  Barony  of 
Glenarought,  property  of  Marquis  of  Lansdowne; 
number  of  holdings  would  be  300  to  400,  and  average 
valuation  about  £6 ; as  soil  was  unproductive  re- 
claimed mountain  soil,  to  be  of  .any  use  it  has  to  be 
manured  and  tilled  every  six  or  eight  years  ; potato 
was  principal  crop  on  which  people  subsisted- ; bread 
and  tea  was  used ; meat  only  at  festival  times,  and 
then  at  would  be  an  old  cow;  very  little  com  was 
sent  to  market,  though  a good  deal  was  purchased  for 
seed  and  feeding  purposes;  manual  labour  had  to  be 
employed  in  cultivating  all  crops,  as  plough  and  har- 
row could  seldom  be  used ; people  had  to  carry 
manure  on  their  backs ; .about  three-fourths  of  the 
holdings  were  uneconomic;  liabilities  could  not  be 
met  were  it  not  for  remittances  from  children  in 
America  and  elsewhere ; most  of  the  young  men  and 
women  emigrated ; fishing  used  to  assist,  but  it  had 
greatly  declined  ; there  were  about  a dozen  hand-loom 
weavers  in  the  parish,  who  made  flannels  and 
twf  ’ ,C^ested  Districts  Board  ought  to  assist 

'marhtS  f0r  their  'as  now  they 

had  to  sell  to  speculators ; there  was  no  means  of 
enlarging  holdings,  as  landlord  was  planting  lands 
tretwto  “H.  * possession  ; he  claimed  right  of 

pre-emption  when  tenant  was  selling  interest ; there 
were  three,  evicted  tenants,  who  ought  to  get  land 
XioS  Z of  *«“»  i»  landlord’!  hands" 

^ of  lmProvmg  condition  of  people 
““PjlsoiT.pnrohase,  abolishing  aono^Sd 
g ving  Estates  Commissioners  power  to  fix  number  of 

IS  rte  jf17-1;  ta.  doL“£S°J 

wouia  be  lower  than  -rent,  and  people  would  W-a 
more  energy  to  till  farms  properly,  44660.— Reduc- 

■crated  il,  ,+  j J*  one  m three  were  mi- 

S'^land11  FUld  » SanageV^fffifty 

were  enough  for  — if  farm 

help  his  neighbour,  hut  horseTS  h£Ve  **£?  to 
lent  if  land  were  fit  for  d PI^ghs  could  be 

should  be  giv^n  emplovmeS  ng’  j47^— People 
their  farms,  such  as  draining  SS^r111..  031 
etc.,  44ol7,  44688.  Iencing.  reclamation, 

Land  Purchase. 


O’SULLIVAN,  Mr.  TIMOTHY  J. -continued. 

pound  on  first  and  second  term  rents  respectively 
but  wanted  to  reserve  sporting  rights,  charge  hiX-’ 
terest,  and  exclude  large  number  of  tenants  f W" 
purchase ; -tenants  had  ofiered  to  purchase  at  7,  -5 
9s.,  or,  as  an  alternative,  to  purchase  through  Estate 
Commissioners  or  Congested  Districts  Board  • 
landlord  had  refused  to  consider;  arrears  were 
allowed  to  accumulate;  before  Act  of  1881  tawnf 
were  evicted  for  very  trifling  causes,  44617— 
landlord  claimed  right  of  pre-emption  boldine 
not  put  up  -for  .auction  ; he  offered  a certain  pZ 
and  it  was  settled  privately,  44657-9.— The  5, L a ! 
7s  abatement  offered  by  Lord  Lansdowne  was  not  a 
substantial  reduction,  44662-4.— He  should  not  receive 
more  than  his  net  income,  which  would  not  come  to 
more  -than  60  or  70  per  cent,  of  rental,  after  deduct 
ing  expenses  of  collection,  44665— Land  Conference' 
before  Act  of  1903,  had  decided  that  10  per  cent  wm 
fair  .amount  to  allow  for  cost  of  collection,  but  with 
large  estate  like  Lord  Lansdowne’ s there  had  to  bp 
much  greater  allowance ; books  would  be  only  reliable 
guide,  but  they  could  not  be  got  at,  44666-72  —If  j„ 
come  were  proved,  fair  price  to  buy  at  would  be  sum 

of  money  which  would  give  that  income,  44673 

Tenants  would  be  satisfied  with  such  arrangement  or 
they  would  agree  to  leave  decision  to  Estates  Commis- 
sioners or  Congested  Districts  Board,  44674  —It 
would  not  be  fair  to  take  away  a man’s  property  and 
leave  him  worse  off  than  before,  44677— As  things 
™ mow,  people  were  afraid  -that  if  they  mprovld 
their  farms  Land  Commission  would  not  them 
proper  redoetioii,  44686,-Eate  of  intent  whS 
landlord  had  wanted  to  charge  was  3#  per  cent 
which  was  too  high,  44687.  ’ 

Cattle  and  Sheep-breeding. 

Good  bulls  and  rams  should  be  introduced  for  im- 
provement.of  cattle  and  sheep  ; cattle  raised  were  of 
such  inferior  quality  that  they  could  seldom  be  sold 
to  -advantage;  witness  had  himself  purchased  two 
and  three  year  olds  at  £3  during  last  year ; if  Cana- 
dian stores  were  introduced  it  would  kill  cattle  in- 
g<K>d  bulIs  W6re  Prohibitive 
to  small  formers,  44678— Agricultural  Department 
was  responsible,  not  Congested  -Districts  Board ; they 
“it1 t^fIidedJ.?olled  Angus  bulls  nor  Scotch 
Tarns,  but  if  they  did,  on  reasonable  terms,  it  would 
-be  a great  benefit,  44679-80— Work  should  not  be 
to.  posted  Districts  Board;  principle 
,m  ^nds  of  Agricultural  Department 
rw+fV*0  iei  throu^h  iocal  bodies  such  as 

of  ln++  Co“ncil,  44682-4.  — Though  ,a  representative 
^ S»*t  difficulty  in  improving 
matters  under  existing  law,  44685.  * 5 

Roads. 

roads.  through  districts  where  they  were  badly 
3d,  WOT  d be  of  great  utility,  and  would  give 
to  email  -farmers  and  their  rolls; 
ha/>L-e  06  ro'ads  people  had  to  draw  loads  on  their 
DacKs,  sometimes  over  a mile,  44617,  44688. 

Crops. 

this.  year  was  a good  crop;  there  was 
y 'an7  sign  of  blight,  owing  to  cold  weather; 
<>gf7  weather  would  have  brought  blight, 
bought  in  market  was  all  American 
44624 — Excessive  top  of 
r “oufh  °f  Ireland  prevented  its  being  grown 
— , — foreign  wheat  could  be  bought 

much  cheaper  than  home-grown  wheat,  44627. 

Fishing. 

had  declined  greatly  in  recent  years,  pro- 
trewW°WIRS  1^°  trawling.  44629— Law  was  tha1 
sW^v  wid  11  come  within  three  miles  of  the 
snore , -but  they  often  broke  it,  44631-4— Trawlers 
“d  Ids  of  Man,  44635.-Ttawl- 
J®  , hy  Irish  fishery  bye-law  had  injurious 

SJrf®  hs?‘  «'  Jt  frightened  them  away,  44637-8- 
tn  +r^e«,llad  ,nofc  means  to  get  boats  and  cure  fish, 
to  trawl  themselves,  44640. 
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Industries. 

Congested  Districts  Board  might  provide  wool  for 
hand-loom  weaving,  and  inspector  might  find  custo- 
mers in  England  and  Scotland,  as  that  would  give 
people  20  or  30  per  cent,  more  for  their  goods  than 
present  arrangement,  44641-4. — It  would  also  be  great 
advantage  if  weavers  were  sent  from  Scotland  to  give 
instruction  to  home  weavers  so  that  goods  might  be 
improved,  44645-7. — Looms  were  very  primitive,  and 
could  be  improved ; hand-shuttle  was  used,  44648-9, 
44692. — There  were  fourteen  or  fifteen  hand -loom 
weavers,  44650,  44697. — Shopkeepers  who  bought 

goods  were  speculators,  44653-4. — It  would  be  a good 
thing  to  provide  improved  looms  on  loan  system  if 
inspector  was  sent  down  to  give  instruction,  44698-99. 
—Congested  Districts  Board  instructor  had  not  been 
in  the  districts,  44700. 

Evictions. 

Before  Act  of  1881  people  were  evicted  for  very 
trifling  reasons  ; witness  knew  one  man  who  had  been 
evicted  by  agent  for  having  dirty  turnips,  44701-2. — 
It  would  have  been  better  to  gave  prize  for  well-kept 
turnips,  44705. 

Agricultural  Schemes. 

Poorer  districts  would  be  in  much  greater  need  of 
assistance  under  'agricultural  schemes  than  better-off 
districts,  44707-10. — Rich  districts  were  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  advantages  of  Department  because  they 
were  able  to  .get  bulls  and  pay  for  them,  44711. — Help 
should  be  given  to  poorer  districts  so  that  they  could 
avail  themselves  of  it,  44713. 

Parish  Committee. 

Parish  Committee  was  doing  very  well  for  short 
time  it  had  been  in  existence ; dwelling-houses  had 
been  much  improved  in  cleanliness  and  sanitary 
decency,  44714-5. 

Manure. 

There  was  no  lime  nearer  than  Kenmare,  a dis- 
tance of  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  by  road,  44716-8. — 
No  scheme  had  been  formulated  to  provide  lime  on  a 
large  scale ; coral  sand  was  used  as  a substitute,  but 
it  was  difficult  to  obtain,  as  labour  was  so  scarce  ; the 
young  people  all  emigrated  to  America,  and  only  able- 
bodied  men  could  dredge  it,  44719-21. 


M'CLURE,  Mr.  ROBERT. 


Congestion. 

In  Kerry  very  little  land  was  available  for  redis- 
tribution or  migration ; congested  districts  produce 
large  numbers  of  store  cattle,  which  were  sold  in  large 
grazing  districts ; this  practice  had  been  going  on 
from  time  immemorial,  as  shown  by  quotation  from 
“Quarterly  Journal  of  Agriculture,”  published  in 
1837,  which  proved  that  same  process  was  going  on 
then  as  now;  if  this  system  were  suddenly  stopped, 
the  congested  districts,  instead  of  improving,  would 
become  suddenly  worse;  if  grazing  ranches  were  pur- 
chased and  distributed,  they  should  be  planted  with 
migrants  from  within  the  district;  witness  did  not 
think  that  migrants  would  become  purchasers  of  store 
cattle  if  planted  on  grazing  land,  as  they  would  have 
to  make  their  income  by  sale  of  their  own  store 
c“™e;  congestion  was  chiefly  caused  by  sub-division 
of  land,  and  unless  that  were  stopped  all  attempts 
at  relief  would  be  useless ; reference,  again,  to  “ Quar- 
ry Journal  of  Agriculture”  for  1837  showed  that 
this  evil  was  as  great  then  as  now ; growth  of  popu- 
lation in  congested  districts  was  rapid;  all  could  not 
he  provided  for  on  the  land ; as  the  country  could 
not  be  enlarged,  there  must  be  emigration,  it  was  a 
safety  valve ; Mahony  Estate  was  only  estate  in  Ken- 
mare Union  which  was  not  classed  as  congested; 
owner  had  fought  against  sub-division  for  half  a 
century,  and  between  1851  and  1881  had  spent 


M'CLURE,  Mr.  ROBERT — continued. 

£20,000  on  improvements,  such  as  roads,  farm-houses, 
drainage,  plantation,  farm  fences,  bridges;  there  was 
not  an  evicted  farm  on  estate ; Congested  Districts 
Board  had  done  good  work,  but  some  better  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  if  heavy  operations  contem- 
plated were  to  be  carried  out;  rents  were  fairly  well 
paid  by  smaller  tenants,  who  were  honest  and  indus- 
trious, though  they  sometimes  lacked  perseverance, 
44747. — Personnel  of  Congested  Districts  Board  should 
not  in  any  way  be  interfered  with,  but  there  ought 
to  be  some  additional  authority  to  control  it,  with 
assistance  and  advice,  44803-5. 


Migration. 

Witness  did  not  think  migration  could  be  exten- 
sively carried  out  with  the  consent  of  the  people,  and 
expenditure  would  be  very  high,  as  houses,  offices, 
etc.,  would  have  to  be  provided,  and  that  would  cost 
at  least  £200  for  each  migrant;  if  large  scheme  were 
adopted  plans  should  be  very  carefully  considered; 
Mr.  Commissioner  Finucane’s  scheme  seemed  best 
plan  and  accompanied  with  less  expense  and  risk; 
work  could  not  be  accomplished  within  next  quarter 
of  a century,  44747. — Witness  did  not  know  that  300 
migrants  had  already  been  moved  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  at  a cost  of  £70  per  migrant,  and,  on 
the  whole,  men  had  succeeded  in  new  holdings, 
44750-4. — If  whole  could  be  done  at  that  price  cost 
was  not  prohibitive,  44755. — If  migration  scheme 
were  adopted,  people  must  be  carefully  selected,  with 
view  to  future  success,  44756. — Mr.  Commissioner 
Finucane’s  policy  was  one  that  had  been  already 
adopted,  44757. — There  had  been  no  trial  of  it  in 
Kerry,  44758. — If  grass  land  was  acquired  all  local 
claimants  should  first  be  satisfied,  and  then,  if  there 
were  any  surplus,  migrants  could  be  brought  from  a 
distance,  44760-6. 


Drainage. 

Low  lands  could  be  greatly  improved  by  drainage, 
which  would  give  large  increase  in  area  of  each  small 
holding;  for  this  purpose  small  holders  should  be 
able  to  obtain  small  loans,  not  less  than  £10,  from 
Board  of  Works,  at  reasonable  interest  for  short 
periods ; at  present  small  loans  were  not  allowed, 
44747. — If  such  improvements  were  carried  out,  some- 
one ought  to  be  appointed  to  see  that  they  were  main- 
tained, 44791-2. — There  was  more  stimulus  to  owners 
to  keep  things  in  order  than  to  tenants,  but  even  they 
often  forget,  44793-6. — If  good  system  of  arterial 
drainage  were  carried  out  and  maintained  by  Govern- 
ment, small  holders  would  look  after  their  own 
drains,  44798-802. — If  agricultural  instructor  were 
appointed  in  connection  with  schools  he  might  also1 
look  after  drains,  44847. 


Loans  from  Board  op  Works. 

Small  loans  from  Board  of  Works  should  be  granted 
for  improvements,  drainage,  etc. ; present  arrange- 
ments were  prohibitive,  44747,  44767,  448.15. — There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  loans  would  be  repaid,  44816. — 
The  present  £100  limit  was  beyond  reach  of  small 
holder,  but  if  he  could  borrow  £10  at  a reasonable 
rate  he  could  conduct  his  improvements,  and  if  it 
was  good  policy  for  State  to  encourage  purchase,  it 
was  good  policy  for  them  to  encourage  improvements. 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

Agricultural  instruction  should  be  improved;  if  in- 
structor selected  holdings  occupied  by  intelligent  men 
and  instructed  them  in  best  system  to  adopt  and  re- 
warded them  for  success,  that  would  be  a good  object 
lesson  to  neighbours  and  more  effectual  than  casual 
lectures : national  education  should  lie  so  improved 
as  to  afford  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  being 
imparted  to  scholars,  44747— Reason  for  failure  of 
agricultural  instruction  in  schools,  so  far,  had  been 
that  teacher  was  expected  to  give  instruction,  whereas 

there  ought  to  be  proper  instructor,  44778-81. This 

was  only  true  way  to  improve  Irish  agricultural  con- 
ditions, 44820-2. 
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M'CLURE,  Mr.  ROBERT — continued. 

Suggested  Improvements. 

Fishing  would  be  a great  help  to  congests,  but  they 
were  not  availing  themselves  of  it,  through  lack  of 
knowledge  and  resources,  44747. — Congested  Districts 
Board  should  encourage  planting  trees;  many  strong 
mountain  slopes  produce  excellent  timber,  which  give 
good  return  in  time,  44747. 

Mixed  Holdings. 

Re-arrangement  of  mixed  holdings  presented  great 
difficulties;  if  it  was  to  be  carried  out,  absolute 
power  to  plan  and  carry  out  a scheme  should  be 
given;  afterwards  supervision  and  compulsory  power 
to  maintain  improvements  must  be  continuous,  44747, 
44782-3. — Good  time  for  re-arrangement  was  when 
estate  was  passing  from  landlord  to  tenant,  44784. — 
It  was  much  more  difficult  to  re-stripe  afterwards, 
44785. — Congested  Districts  Board  would  be  good 
agency  for  this,  as  they  had  already  successfully 
striped  Dillon  Estate  and  Clare  Island,  44785-8. — 
Estates  where  theTe  were  a great  many  holdings  in 
rundale  should  only  be  sold  through  medium  of  im- 
proving authority,  not  direct  from  landlord  to  tenant, 
44789-90. 

Compulsion. 

Witness  thought  that  compulsion  would  be  unne- 
cessary, and,  - if  adopted,  would  prove  mischievous ; 
if  fair,  full  value  was  offered  for  land  there  would 
not  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  it,  44747,  44806.— 
If  adopted  it  would  create  distrust  and  damage  capi- 
talist’s ideas  of  safety  of  investments  in  Ireland, 
44806-8. — It  had  not  done  this  in  England,  but  it 
was  different  from  Ireland,  44809.— If  a cranky  man 
had  to  be  dealt  with,  who  would  not  come  to  terms 
,comPtl^s^011  ought  to  be  applied  to  him,  pro- 
vrded  he  got  fair  price  for  his  land,  44810-13.— 
Arbitration  would  probably  be  a satisfactory  substi- 
tute for  compulsion,  44850.— Judge  of  High  Court 
might  act  as  arbitrator  and  settle  price,  44854,  44859 
—Judge  might  deal  with  several  cases  at  same  time 
to  save  costs,  etc.,  44861-2. — Lawyers  should  be  kept 
out  of  it  altogether,  44864-7.  p 

Land  Purchase. 

i1”!’  Passill6  oj  Act  of  1903  sold 

“ ®°5  by  dividing  it  into  several  lots 
5a  toti.to  T*?  fi*inf!  lent  on  eacli  lot 

“5  ' V , g tenders  to  purchase  tots,  purchasers  to 
“ 5*’”.P.!»”l;  there  had  been  many 
from  adjoining  tenants ; witness  thought 

aLuldte'.’dd.  w4  t0-bB  5d°PM  seve“  to  ten  years 
to  ew  . Price  of  second  term  rent  for  land 

guidJln  Ph°r  JaI““‘ion  was  not  fair 

Ert?  totoT  tr‘  h pl;,ces  had  bee11  Paid  tor  ten- 
ants interests  on  lord  Ventry's  Estate-  Estate. 
Commissioners  sold  land  to  contests  " “duction  ^ 
W as  15  per-  cent,  or  3s.  in  ; "S?““eS  ' 

selling  to  congests  at  35  per  cent  on  first  term  aid 
fhnft  t£?‘-  “ M;°"d  mnts;  migrated  ' ^congests 

"ESS 

surveyed  at  cost  of  V™  a+®matlve’  fstate  had  been 
finally  replied  lU'they  w5d7K  ,m“  E°atd  ^ 
pending  decision  of  Commission  448?^  T e,states 
anxious  to  buv  land  Board  was 

know  why  they7  had  refused  toh’  ^ lvltness  did  not 
possibly  price7 was  too  htf  g offered; 

anted  land,  44828-35  —When  ey  wanted  unten- 
he  first  split  them  up  ai^  tlmn'fixed3  fa^0l<^  T ¥?* 
was  from  five  to  ten  per  cent  faa  rent>  which 

were  used  to  paying -in  f 011  rents  they 

in  some  outsiders ; ^hey  had  hpp^3  *?nants  bought  ; 
competition,  44836-40  -In  sL^offinn  Up  public 
not  been  put  up  to  auction  hnf  6°9,  acres  land  had 
pice  and  if  one  man  did  not  wanT^f^  £a-d  fixed 
he  ogered  it  to  another,  44844-6^-Tn  lat  thafc  Price 
^ ^ tr-end0-  prices  for ' ] and 


M'CLURE,  Mr.  ROBERT — continued. 

holdings ; witness  knew  of  one  case  where  forty  yeats' 
purchase  had  been  given  for  a very  poor  pi^e  0f 
land;  such  transactions  were  very  foolish,  and  it 
was  a good  thing  that  Act  of  1881  provided  ’for  rirrht 
of  pre-emption  for  landlords,  44841-3.  h 6 

Compensation  for  Disturbance. 

If  landlords  in  Ireland  were  given  sum  of  money  for 
land  which,  when  invested  in  good  3£  per  cent 
curity,  brought  in  net  income,  transfer  to  such  e0od 
security  would  be,  in  itself,  compensation  for 
turbance,  44314.  ais' 

Emigration. 

Emigration  was  safety  valve  for  country;  if  sur 
plus  population  were  transferred  to  ranches’  popula" 
tion  would  still  grow,  and  sub-division  would  again 
take  place,  thus  bringing  on  again  state  which  was 
being  remedied  now;  if  sub-division  were  prevented 
surplus  population  would  still  have  to  emigrate  as 
they  could  not  marry  and  settle  down  in  the  country 
44855-8. 
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HARRINGTON,  Rev.  T. 

Congestion. 

Best  land  in  parish  of  Glengariff  was  partly  irri- 
gated by  rivers  flowing  through  Glen,  but  greater 
portion  of  that  was  demesne  land  in  possession  of 
landlord,  Mr.  Leigh  White;  bulk  of  people  had  to 
eke  out  existence  on  patches  of  soil  between  rocks  on 
seaboard;  population  was  1,600,  valuation  £954  2s 
on  average  of  12s.  8 d.  per  head;  even  if  land  were 
free  of  rent  it  would  not  be  able  to  support  its  popu- 
lation; as  it  was  they  could  only  live  by  help  of  re- 
mittances from  America,  or  by  what  they  themselves 
earned  as  labourers  in  Wales,  where  many  went  for 
several  months  of  the  year;  remote  villages  of  parish 
suffered  from  disadvantage  of  being  far  from  fairs: 
people  had  often  to  lose  best  part  of  two  days  if 
they  attended  them,  and  then  they  preferred  to  sell 
cattle  at  a loss  rather  than  have  trouble  and  risk  of 
^\en}  home;  people  of  Crostera  would  be 
much  benefited  if  £50  were  spent  in  deepening  bed  of 
ho^A«hlSn,W?Uld  a(¥  fhirty  acres  of  S°od  land  to 
thei*  population  was  100,  valuation  only 
fll  ’o?6?  w°u!d  reclaim  forty  acres  in  Coomerkane; 
tiie  people  of  latter  place  also  sufiered  from  want  of 
bnilf  Lgei  aS  apFoac!i  roads  t0  one  that  had  been 
' 5 "ev6r  been,  ?nished ; County  Council  could 
Mr  reS11w^r01adJ1?ading  t0  vil]aee  was  Private; 
l.ic'ct  t White  had  been  approached  about  it,  but 
if  +piSent  thft  he  had  agreed  to  make  bridge 
ri  tenants  would  make  road;  tenants  denied  having 
£2,?®  agreement;  to  north  of  demesne  fifty-four 
rxntil  quite  recently,  been  cut  off  from 
ttL  ‘v’  and  in  Dei‘reenagorrig  there  were  four 
if  /h°Se  access  t0  Pub]ic  road  was  blocked  by 
rbrll  ,fSn,6;  a-  Potion  had  been  made  for  gate 
thereglvali’  bu*  xt  had  been  refused;  on  seaboard 
thev  f°U^  townlands  with  fifty-five  families; 

of  +bpmPPTfrneinted  lnc,onies  by  fishing;  people  of  two 
and  ®°carna — had  got  seine  boats 
useless  fnf6  /^stricts  Board,  but  they  had  proved 
JS?  tw  tnt  of  landing  place,  though  they  had 
monev  nra™  -Ebp  would  be  constructed  at  Bocarna; 
eariff7  miS^d  u 01  tb,at  was  being  applied  to  Glen- 
wonS  r ’ rW  'vould  not  help  fishing,  though  it 
SSv  VS?™  f°r  h°*el>  twists,  and  viltge  traders ; 
whose8  nrmlat'  Was  als°  required ; at  Derryconnery, 
industry  6-5  and  valuation  £18,  fishing 

was  no  f fadu.T®>  rn  spite  of  slip,  because  there 
Witness  S fr°“  VllIage  to  sliP.  44868,  44897-900.- 
be  acouire?  T}  of  demesne  should 

He  acquned  and  parcelled  out  into  holdings,  44871-2. 

Cattle. 

breed*  vta ^ P'°®“st  kind,  and  improvement  of 

sliould  talfj  atter  wbich  Congested  Districts  Board 

5m  , toS  to  esceptiowJ  I«verf7 

?n  Pweklthi5  Kto£  4486B.red  “““  teI”” 
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HARRINGTON,  Rev.  T. — continued. 


ROCHFORT,  Me.  "WILLIAM. 


Parish  Committee. 

Parish  Committee  had  been  established  in  Glen- 
garifi  four  years  ago,  and  was  doing  good  work; 
larger  grants,  however,  were  required  for  improve- 
ment of  dwelling-houses  of  very  poor,  44868. 

Re- AFFORESTATION. 

Planting  of  clumps  of  trees  should  be  undertaken 
to  improve  climate ; used-up  bog,  poor,  rocky  land, 
etc.,  would  be  suitable  for  the  purpose,  as  they  could 
not  be  used  for  cultivation,  44868. 

Compulsion. 

People  of  Bonane  wished  for  compulsory  purchase ; 
Lord  Lansdowne  had  offered  twenty-three  and  twenty 
years’  purchase  on  first  and  second  term  rents;  ten- 
ants had  offered  twenty-one  and  eighteen,  which  had 
been  refused,  so  deadlock  was  created,  which  should 
be  terminated  by  compulsory  powers  being  given  to 
Estates  Commissioners,  44868. — Land  could  not  be 
acquired  under  voluntary  system,  as  it  was  too  ex- 
pensive, 44873-4. — If  compulsion  were  adopted  price 
would  be  lower  than  at  present,  44875. — Fair  price 
would  be  one  that  would  give  tenants  a fair  chance  of 
living  decently,  .and  would  allow  landlord  his  net 
income,  44876-7. — Witness’s  definition  of  net  income 
would  be  what  a man  paid  income-tax  on ; even  if 
books  were  produced,  and  it  were  shown  that  cost 
of  collection  of  rents  was  only  10  per  cent.,  he  would 
adhere  to  that  definition,  44881-7. — Witness  said  that 
terms  offered  by  tenants  to  Lord  Lansdowne  were 
generous,  because  they  were  higher  than  those  for 
which  neighbouring  properties  had  been  sold,  44889-90. 

Drainage. 

Drainage  might  be  greatly  improved  in  Crostera  and 
Coomerkane  with  small  outlay ; at  present  lowlands 
were  ruined  by  periodic  floods,  44892-3.— If  money 
were  given  by  Congested  Districts  Board  work  could 
be  done  by  occupiers  themselves,  44894. — Owner  of 
fishing  rights  would  probably  not  object,  44896. 

Land  Purchase. 

Bad  debts  should  not  be  included  in  consideration 
•of  income  when  fixing  price  which  would  give  land- 
lord net  income;  witness  would  not  agree  that  10  per 
cent,  would  cover  cost  of  collection,  44901-11. 


DORAN,  Mr.  DAVID. 


Congestion. 

Divisions  of  Dromore,  Greenan,  Loughbreen  and 
Been  were  not  scheduled  as  congested,  as  three  land- 
lords resided  in  divisions  who  represented  valuation 
of  over  £500, 'whale  valuation  of  whole  four  divisions 
was  only  £3,625;  area  of  division  was  33,708  acres; 
area  in  occupation  of  three  landlords  was  3,917  acres, 
44914-5. — Out  of  289  holdings  fifty-nine  were  under 
£5  and  131  under  £10  valuation,  44916. — Boat  slip 
had  been  applied  for,  but,  though  two  officials  came 
down  and  inspected,  nothing  had  been  done ; district 
should  be  included  in  scheduled  area  ; land  was  only 
mountains,  rocks,  and  bogs,  and  people  were  mainly 
dependent  on  cattle ; if  foreign  cattle  were  .admitted 
people  would  be  ruined,  44918-9.— Estates  Commis- 
sioners should  purchase  land  with  a view  to  making 
future  conditions  more  comfortable ; land  needed 
■*1Ple ! parish  of  Killanin  had  abundance  of  lime, 
which  could  be  distributed  by  Congested  Districts 
Board,  44919. — If  they  took  over  estate  they  could 
attend  to  drainage,  44919.— "Witness  was  tenant  on 
Colonel  Gough’s  estate ; there  tenants  gave  so  much 

for  game  that  was  shot  over  several  farms,  44919. 

It  was  much  better  for  tenants  to  have  game  rights, 
as  there  was  considerable  friction  otherwise,  44920-5. 

i j saies  landlord  had  right  of  pre-emption,  and 
could  offer  much  smaller  price  than  value  of  land ; if 
landlord  could  use  compulsion  in  acquiring  partner’s 
*°  have  compulsion  used  on  him, 
44927.— If  sales  were  being  carried  through,  County 
Court  Judge  or  Land  Court  fixed  rent,  44928. — 
,-ieaving  price  to  Estates  Commissioners  would  be 
best-,  44931. 


Untenanted  Land  on  Lord  Lansdowne’ s Estate. 

Witness  contested  that  classification  of  land  in 
Barony  of  Glenarought,  Lord  Lansdowne’ s estate,  in 
Parliamentary  Return  moved  by  Mr.  Ginnell,  M.P., 
was  incorrect;  there  5,226  acres  of  untenanted  land 
were  returned  as  valued  at  £697 ; in.  Government 
valuation  lists  there  were  2,673  acres  of  Tough  moun- 
tain land,  valued  at  £45  a year ; some  of  this  was 
let  for  grazing  on  eleven  months’  system,  44934-40. — 
Witness  agreed  that  acreage  of  untenanted  land  was 
5,226  acres  ; it  was  in  rated  occupation  of  landlord, 
44940a-1. — Under  heading  “ Woods  and  Plantations” 
there  were  1,689  acres,  valued  at  £257,  and  under 
“ Demesne  Lands  ” there  were  212  acres,  valued  at 
£199,  44942. — Under  townparks  and  other  grazing 
lands  there  were  652  acres,  valuation  £196  a year ; 
out  of  total,  less  than  600  acres  would  be  of  any  use 
for  agricultural  purposes  if  required  for  tenants, 
44943. — Of  land  around  town,  some  belonged  to  de- 
mesne of  Lansdowne  Lodge,  some  was  let  on  short 
tenure,  44945. — Mr.  Maxwell,  assistant  agent,  lived 
in  Lansdowne  Lodge,  44946. — Tenants  had  twice  ap- 
proached Lord  Lansdowne  with  reference  to  sale  of 
land,  .and  Canon  O’Riordan  was  their  spokesman, 
44946. — The  mountain  land  would  he  very  little  use 
for  giazing  if  .added  to  holdings  ; it  was  of  very  little 
value,  44948. 

Land  Purchase. 

Negotiations  for  sale  were  broken  off  over  price 
and  game,  44949-50. — It  had  not  been  suggested  that 
sale  should  .be  through  Congested  Districts  Board, 
but  through  Estates  'Commissioners,  but  landlord  did 
not  agree,  44951-2. — This  applied  to  Glenrock,  main 
portion  of  estate,  44953. — Improvements  could  be 
effected  by  Congested  Districts  Board  if  they  were 
prepared  to  spend  money,  44954. — If  estate  were  sold, 
judging  by  way  people  paid  rent,  there  ought  to  be 
good  chance  of  their  meeting  their  engagements, 
44955. — Witness  thought  estate  might  be  sold  direct, 
without  any  improvements,  44956-7. — If  sale  were 
agreed'  upon  on  basis  of  Lord  Lansdowne  getting  net 
income,  witness  could  not  promise  that  books  would 
be  produced,  though  method  might  be  found  by 
which  details  would  not  be  made  public,  44974-8. 

Drainage. 

Many  holdings  needed  drainage ; tenants  could  do 
more  if  they  chose ; arterial  drainage  would  not  ho 
required,  as  it  was  so  much  on  the  hillsides,  44958-9. 

Cost  of  Collection. 

Cost  of  collection  would  be  about  10  per  cent., 
44962. — Estate  was  scattered,  and  there  were  sub- 
agents in  outlying  districts,  44963. — On  peninsula 
cost  of  collection  would  foe  .about  12  per  cent.,  includ- 
ing bad  debts,  44964-5,  44967,  44972.— Twelve  percent, 
would  probably  apply  to  whole  of  Kerry,  44968.— Cost 
of  collection  on  outlying  portions  of  estate  was  greater 
in  proportion,  hut  whole  of  expenses  would  be  spread, 
over,  44969-71. 
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O’LEARY,  Vex.  Archdeacon  DAVID. 


Relief  of  Congestion  in  Neighbourhood  ov 
Kenmarb. 

If  line  were  drawn  east  and  west  from  Tralee,  it 
would  divide  Kerry  into  two  very  different 
parts;  nordi  of  that-  it  would  be  fairly  level, 
and  suitable  for  tillage  as  well  as  pasture ; 
South  Kerry  was  mountainous,  and  laud  was 
mostly  reclaimed  mountain,  morass,  and  bog  •. 
inhabitants  had  by  persevering  industry  and 
toil,  turned  portions  of  bogs  and  mountain 
slopes  into  pasture  land ; greater  part  of  parish 
of  Kenmare  was  so  reclaimed,  but  with  exception  of 
three  electoral  divisions  it  was  excluded  from  opera- 
tions of  Congested  Districts  Board  ; rules  for  sche- 
duling were  difficult  to  understand,  as  sometimes  dis- 
tricts as  poor  as  those  scheduled  were  excluded; 
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O’LEARY,  Yen.  Archdeacon  DAYID— continued. 

■witness  suggested  that  whole  of  County  Kerry 
be  scheduled,  and  that  all  tenants  of  holdings  of  £10 
valuation  and  under  should  be  entitled  to  special 
advantages  now  oSered  by  Board  to  those  whose  value 
was  £7,  44979. — This  meant  that  holders  of  £10 
valuation  should  not  be  excluded  from  'advantages  of 
Parish  Committees,  etc.,  44981. 


Suggestions  for  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Opinion  was  strong  in  Kerry  that  it  did  not 
receive  support  from  Congested  Districts  Board 
which  its  condition  demanded;  much  had  been, 
done  for  Donegal,  Galway,  and  Mayo,  but 
nothing  for  Kerry;  a few  Joans  had  been  given, 
but  Board  had  not  established  fleet  of  fishing  boats, 
technical  schemes,  purchase  of  estates,  industrial 
schemes,  etc.,  had  all  suffered  in  the  same  way ; spe- 
cial representative  of  Kerry  and  South-West  Cork 
should  be  .appointed  on  Board,  and  certain  sums  of 
money  earmarked  for  Kerry ; Board  was  unneces- 
sarily slow  in  putting  into  effect  its  purchase  powers 
under  Act  of  1903,  thus  depriving  f armers  of  advan- 
tages they  were  meant  to  enjoy;  housewifery  school 
in  Killamey  was  doing  good  work ; Parish  Com- 
mittees were  doing  good  work,  and  should  be  ex- 
tended, 44979,  45188-9. — Representative  should  be  se- 
lected by  County  Council,  45190. — It  was  possible 
other  counties  would  claim  same  privilege,  but  up  to 
the  present  Leitrim  was  only  county,  beside  Kerry, 
which  had  made  such  a claim;  a large  Board,  with 
public-spirited  men  on  it,  ought  to  work  well, 
45191-3. 


High  Price  of  Land  in  County  Kerry  a Deterrent 
to  Land  Purchase. 

Estates  had  been  sold  in  Kerry,  but  Large  estates 
were  still  unsold  ; prices  demanded  by  landlord  varied 
from  20  to  24£  years’  purchase  of  second  term  rents, 
which  was  considerable  advance  on  average  price  of 
estates  sold  previous  to  Act  of  1903,  average 
before  Act  being  about  eighteen  years’  purchase; 
some  years  ago  one  landlord  had  offered  to  sell  to 
tenantry  at  twenty  years’  purchase ; this  had  been 
refused ; same  tenants  had  now  paid  twenty-three 
7®ars'  purchase  for  farms ; it  was  questionable 
whether  5s.  in  the  £ on  second  term  rents  was  suffi- 
cient reduction  for  Kerry  farmers  ; landlord  whose 
rents  were  high  ha/1  recently  offered  to  sell  portion 
of  estate  at  4s.  to  6s.  reduction ; this  was  trifling 
with  tenants ; same  landlord  refused  to  sell  con- 
siderable portion  of  estate;  reduction  in  rent  would 
be  some  help,  but  It  would  be  a long  time  before  in- 
debtedness to  shopkeepers  was  got  over ; mortality 
among  calves  was  considerable,  .and  all  such  disasters 
meant  recourse  to  shopkeepers  and  bank ; in  view  of 
®ese  things,  reduction  of  3s.  in  the  pound  was 
absurd;  to  meet  unreasonable  demands  of  landlords 
Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Commissioners 
nuglit  get  power  to  intervene  and  arrange  by  com- 
pulsion or  arbitration,  44979— Interests  of  landlords 
should  be  considered  as  well  as  of  tenant ; tenant  in 
South  Keriy  who  .bought  at  reduction  of  5s.  in  the  £ 
was  much  worse  off  than  one  who  bought  in  North 
Kerry  under  Congested  Districts  Board,  as  dangers 
attaching  to  purchase  were  greater,  people  depended 
a>  much  on  stores  fed  on  the  mountains,  44982-4.— 
&mall  additions  made  a great  difference  to  tenant, 

though  they  were  trifling  to  landlord,  44987. Wit- 

ness  gave  example  of  farm  in  Dingle  held  by  Presen- 
tation  Nuns,  rent  was  fixed  by  Land  Commission  at 
£17  16s.,  at  was  sold  at  21£  years’  purchase,  or  6s.  re- 
* £382  14s'<  brams  vould  be 
£35  18s.  5d.,  total  £428  12s.  5 d. ; that,  at  4 per  cent 
would  give  £17  2s  8*d.,  slightly  less  than  amount 
previously  received,  44988— Bishop  would  probably 
X™  P°wfr  *°,  “vest  £428  in  whatever  security  he 
°f  De^011sihire  had  stated  in  House 
on  mi  4 per  5“*;  Tas  Bafe  security  generally, 
^^^*w»—Three  ]l'alf  per  cent-  was>  however, 

If  fL  ILFS*?!*  * fair  ^e,  44091— 

3/  ,£428  Jlaf  ,to  1)6  invested  at  3£  per  cent,  there 
**  loss  Pf  income,  44993— Bulk  of  Irish  landed 
property  was  in  trust,  and  not  held  in  fee,  44995- 
Trustees  were  not  always  free  to  invest  as  they  liked 
though  Act  of  1903  had  extended  scope  of  ^invest- 

Mrncpnf449?S‘7'i:T!vantS  be  ^fied  with  3f 

per  cent,  though  they  would  not  with  34,  as  land- 
lords.  could  purchase  on  securities  not  recognised  as 
sufficient  for  trust  purposes  before  Act,  44998— On 
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estate  in  which  landlord  had  offered  to  sell  at  reduc- 
tion of  freon  3s.  to  6s.  in  £ rents  had  not,  as  a rule" 
been  fixed  by  Land  Court,  45000-1. — Tenants  did 
not  want  to  go  into  Land  Courts,  as  they  had  a pre- 
judice against  them,  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
Assistant  Land  Commission  before  Act  of  1881 
who  .actually  in  many  cases  raised  instead  of  lower’ 
ing  rents,  45002-7— People  attributed  their  action 

either  to  landlord  prejudice  or  to  ignorance,  45008 

Pact  was  landlord  was  indisposed  to  sell  at  ail- 
parish  priest  of  Anascanl  had  written  to  him  shortly 
after  passing  of  Act  of  1903,  but  his  letter  had 
never  been  answered,  45009. — Landlord  had  given 
tenants  a reduction  of  3s.  in  £,  but  it  was  not  recog- 
nised by  Courts,  and  could  be  withdrawn  at  any  time 
45016. — If  tenants  did  not  pay  within  a certain  time 
reduction  was  not  given,  45018. — Voluntary  reduc- 
tions were  often  given  in  Ireland,  as  that  saved' 
trouble  and  expense  of  Land  Courts,  45020— This- 
arrangement  between  landlord  and  tenant  was  nob 
really  substitution  for  judicial  rent,  as  landlord 
could  withdraw  it  at  auy  time,  45022-5. — If  Land' 
Commission  recognised  it  then  it  would  be  substitute 
for  judicial  rent,  45026. — Voluntary  nature  of  agree- 
ment was  objectionable  feature  of  it,  45027. — Substan- 
tial reduction  would  be  5s.  6 d.,  5s.  9 d , or  6's.,  45052- 
Reduction  of  6s.  in  £ on  rent  of  £5  would  be  £1 10s., 
and  at  that  rate  it  would  take  fourteen  years  to  pay 
off  £20  to  shopkeeper,  45054— If  8s.  in  £ were  given 
£2  would  be  taken  off ; that  would-  pay  off  debt  in 
ten  years,  45056-7— But  if  reduction  were  only  4s,  or 
6s.  in  £ it  would  take  from  14  to  20  years  to  pay  off 
debt,  45059.— On  particular  estate  before  -referred  to 
they  had  to  pay  £3  to  the  cow,  which  was  Kerry  way 
of  calculating ; on  neighbouring  estate  they  paid  £1 
10s.  to  the  cow,  which  was  great  discrepancy,  45060 
—Mr.  Drummond,  of  Slea  Head,  had,  after  passing 
of  Act  of  1903,  offered  his  tenants  reduction  of  3s.  in 
£,  though,  strangely  enough,  otherwise  he  was  inte- 
rested in  tenants,  45062-4— Witness  called  landlord 
who  offered  such  reduction  callous,  .as  he  was  driving 
a hard  bargain,  45066— Proper  price  could  only  be 
estimated  on  basis  of  net  income,  and  reduction  of  3s. 
would  certainly  give  more  than  that,  as  majority  of 
landlords  had  offered  from  4s.  to  7s.,  45067-8— When 
conditions  of  -tenantry  were  such  as  would  make 
•application  of  land  law  to  their  case  too  severe  a 
strain  on  them  landlord  should  sacrifice  some  of  Ihis 
income,  45073. — Three  shillings  in  the  pound 
would  bring  in  more  than  net  income  derived  from 
property,  45077-9. — In  this  case  it  certainly  would 
grve  more  than  net  income,  and  was  an  act  of 
cruelty,  45081. — This  reduction  would  give  some 
immediate  relief,  and  people  grasped  it  without 
thinking  of  the  future,  45082.—  Obligation  would  be 
very  difficult  to  meet  in  the  future,  45084.— Some- 
times people  had  .advisors  who  would  help  them,  often 
they  had  not,  45086-7. — Reductions  should  be  greater 
on  poor  lands  than  on  better,  45136-8. — Under  pre- 
ceding Acts  inferior  lands  went  for  smaller  number' 
of  years’  purchase  than  better  lands,  generally  speak- 
an o>,  55139— District  was  wettest  in  Ireland,  which 

3med  difficulty  of  growing  crops  in  South  Kerry, 
-1. — When  occupiers  in  poorer  districts  bought 
lands  for  smaller  number  of  years’  purchase  reduction 
was  proportionately  greater,  45142. — Poorer  land  was 
generally  reclaimed,  45145. — It  was  difficult  to  get 
rent  down  on  reclaimed  land  to  anything  like  what 
it  was  before  reclamation,  45146. — Crop  on  poor  land 
was  very  precarious,  45148. — Harvest  was  about  three 
weeks  late  in  the  upland,  and  it  was  sometimes  very 
hard  to  get  in  oats  at  all,  45149— Income  from  farm 
on  poor  land  was  very  precarious,  45150. — And  rough 
stixik  did  not  find  ready  market  in  bad  years,  45152. 

So  reduction  that  would  enable  a man  -to  get  on  on' 
good  land  did  not  give  proportionate  benefit  to  men 
on  bad  lands,  45154. — Therefore,  5s.  might  not  be 
adequate  reduction  in  Kerry,  45155. — Price  of  poor 
land  had  gone  up  under  Act  of  1903,  45157— In  sale 
of  Dangle  property  if  money  could  only  be  invested  in- 
3g  per  cent,  instead  of  4,  interest  would  be  £15, 
wliich  would  be  a loss  ; but  it  was  better  to  have  that 
secure  than  to  have  third  term  rent  fixed  on  pro- 
per^ 45161. — In  case  of  Mr.  Drummond’s  property 
•at  Slea  Head  3s.  reduction  would  mean  26£  years' 
purchase,  which  would  give  landlord  more  than  gross 
income,  45163-4. — Mr.  Drummond  was  now  waiting  1°' 
see  what  terms  tenants  would  offer,  45165.— If  tenants 
were  under  impression  that  a man  ought  not  to  have 
his  net  income  they  might  wait  until  third  term1 
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rents  -were  fixed,  45171-5. — Net  income  of  owner 
would  be  ascertained  by  deduction  from  gross  in- 
come ; these  would  depend  on  cost  of  .administration, 
&c.,  .and  could  only  be  obtained  through,  estate 
office,  45195-6. — Witness  did  not  know  of  any  land- 
lord who  had  allowed  his  books  to  be  inspected,  45198, 
45202. — Reason  for  increase  from  average  of  eighteen 
years’  purchase  under  Ashbourne  Acts  to  twenty-two 
years’  purchase  under  Act  of  1903  was  lowness  of 
annuity  that  tenants  would  have  to  pay,  45199. — 
Prices  which  had  prevailed  since  passing  of  Act  of 
1903  were  probably  indication  of  what  net  income 
was,  45209. — It  was  possible  that  some  landlords  had 
not  received  net  income,  as  they  had  been  anxious  to 
get  rid  of  a property  which  was  a trouble  to  them, 
and  were  glad  to  lose  a little  under  the  circumstances, 
45210-2. 


Indebtedness  to  Shopkeepers. 

Indebtedness  of  farmers  to  shopkeepers  was  greater 
than  it  used  to  be,  partly  owing  to  improvidence  of 
fanners  and  partly  to  their  extreme  poverty,  45032. 
— Farmer  had  always  first  to  pay  the  landlord,  and 
shopkeeper  comes  in  last,  45033. — Indebtedness  might 
have  something  to  do  with  rent,  but  standard  of 
living  had  risen,  in  recent  years,  45037-9. — Indebted- 
ness varied  fx-om  £20  to  £45  ; in  one  case  in  witness’s 
knowledge  farmer  of  £10  valuation  owed  £80,  but 
that  was  an  extreme  case ; average  might  be  £20, 
45040-1. — A man  of  £5  valuation  might  be  the  one 
who  owed  £20  to  the  shopkeeper,  45047. — Reduction 
of  5s.  in  £ would  not  go  far  towards  enabling  farmer 
to  pay  his  debts  to  shopkeeper,  45050. 

Cattle. 

Farmers  dependent  to  a great  extent  on  cattle  on 
mountain  pastures  to  pay  rente,  etc. ; if  price  of  cattle 
fell  benefit  derived  from  reduction  ceased  ; if  Canadian 
cattle  were  introduced  tenants  would  not  be  able  to 
meet  annuities,  which  would  mean  their  ruin  or  in- 
crease of  rate,  44979. 

Emigration. 

Population  of  County  of  Kerry  was  293,880  in 
1841,  in  1901  estimate  was  165,726 ; decrease  was  due 
•to  emigration,  which  was  a great  evil ; it  was  not 
weak  and  infirm  who  left  country,  but  young  and 
strong,  on  whom  a nation  depended  for  growth  and 
progress ; last  year  1,971  people  emigrated  from  the 
county,  all  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  thirty  ; 
efforts  should  be  made  to  keep  youth  in  the  country, 
54979.— Only  remedy  appeared  to  be  growth  of  Irish 
industries,  and  that  would  take  time  ; in  parish  of 
Ferriter  fishing  provided  occupation,  and  it  was  only 
parish  in  county  where  population  had  increased, 
45116. 


Fisheries. 

Fisheries  had  been  developed  to  some  extent  along 
south  and  south-western  coasts,  with  result  that 
Ferriter  was  only  parish  in  county  in  which  popula- 
tion had  increased  ; these  should  be  further  developed, 
44979. 


Industries. 

Lace  schools  helped  to  keep  girls  at  home ; they 
earned  on  an  average  4s.  to  12s.  a week,  and  sometimes 
-even  up  to  15s.  and  £1 ; if  other  industries  were  started 
some  alleviation  of  present  evil  would  be  experienced  ; 
weaving  and  spinning  should  be  developed  and 
encouraged,  44979. — In  Cahirciveen  and  Tuosist 
especially  new  looms  would  be  desirable,  45117. 
— Lace  schools  had  been  established,  but  it 
was  doubtful  whether  market  would  be  found 
for  increased  output  of  lace,  45118-9.— There 
was  always  sale  for  lace  from  Kenmare  School,  but  it 
made  very  fine  class  of  lace,  45120-1.— It  was  suitable 
both  for  class  and  cottage  industry ; women  and  girls 
took  it  to  their  homes  as  well  as  doing  it  in  convent 
schools,  and  it  kept  girls  at  home  who  would  otherwise 
ln  America,  45123-4. — Weaving  was  carried  on  in 
null  on  River  Sheen,  and  it  was  hoped  that  Congested 
Districts  Board  would  develop  that,  45186-8. — People 
should  receive  proper  practical  instruction  in  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  land,  44979. 


O’LEARY,  Ven.  Archdeacon  DAVID— continued. 

Harbour  Accommodation. 

Harbour  accommodation  was  greatly  needed ; more 
piers,  slips,  and  boats  should  be  provided,  and  dredging 
should  be  carried  out,  44979. — Large  works  should  be 
carried  out,  but  slips  should  be  provided  for  small 
boats  also ; piers  at  Coomcross,  Cahirciveen,  and 
Dingle  all  needed  improvement,  and  slips  should  be 
set  up  between  them,  45125-a. 

Suggested  Improvements. 

Smaller  grants  than  may  be  received  at  present 
should  be  given  for  drainage ; where  embankment  of 
rivers  was  imperfect,  leading  to  flooding  of  large  tracts, 
Congested  Districts  Board  or  Agricultural  Department 
should  be  empowered  to  execute  necessary  work 
44979. — Roads  should  be  made  to  dwellings,  par- 
ticularly in  villages,  44979.— Plantation  of  forest 
trees  in  mountainous  districts  would  be  con- 
ducive to  health,  and  would  be  a source  of 
profit  eventually ; instances  of  successful  planting 
in  Kerry  gave  guarantee  of  future  success,  44979. — 
Sides  of  Mangerton  and  Tore  had  been  planted,  with 
great  success  ; landowners  had  planted  pieces  of  land 
not  fit  for  agricultural  purposes,  45126. — It  was  true 
that  mountains  were  used  for  grazing,  and  if  acquired 
by  Congested  Districts  Board  there  might  be  demand 
for  division  among  tenants  for  grazing  purposes ; but 
if  advantages  of  planting  were  explained  to  them, 
probably  people  would  not  object,  though  they  might 
demand  certain  amount  of  compensation,  45127-35. 

Migration. 

There  was  not  much  room  in  county  for  migration, 
but  some  landlords  held  large  farms  which  they  might 
sell  to  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Com- 
missioners, 44979. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Advocated. 

Some  landlords  refused  to  sell,  except  on  conditions 
that  tenants  would  not  accept;  in  such  cases  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  or  Estates  Commissioners  ought 
to  have  power  to  intervene  and  arrange  by  compulsion 
or  arbitration,  45088. — Price  could  not  be  stated,  as 
individual  cases  would  have  to  be  settled  on  their 
merits,  45089. — It  might  be  fair  to  compel  a man  to 
lose  some  money  over  such  sale  sometimes,  if  it  were 
for  public  utility  and  advantage ; such  considerations 
had  compelled  landlords  to  give  up  portions  of  rents 
by  judgment  of  courts,  45090-5. — Witness  did  not  know 
whether  English  rules  of  compensation  would  apply  to 
Ireland,  45096-8.— In  cases  such  as  that  of  Lord  Clan- 
rickarde  it  was  competent  for  State  to  take  up  estate, 
even  though  he  should  suffer  some  loss  ; it  would  not 
be  injustice  to  try  in  that  way  to  remedy  the  injustice 
which  had  prevailed  on  that  estate,  45099-100. — State 
could  take  away  property  which  it  had  given,  45101. — 
Some  properties  had  been  acquired  by  payment  of 
cash,  but  most  had  been  granted  as  reward  for  services, 
45102-8. — But  even  those  that  had  been  acquired  by 
payment  of  cash  might  sometimes  have  to  be  taken  by 
State,  at  a loss  to  landlord,  but  loss  should  not  be 
substantial  one,  45109-13. — Principle  was  that,  where 
public  policy  demanded  it,  it  was  not  unjust  to 
compel  ran  owner  to  sustain  loss  by  compulsory  sale  of 
property,  45115. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  now 
power  to  compulsorily  acquire  land  for  enlargement  of 
surrounding  holdings,  45178.— Board  might  take  away 
holding  much  prized  by  owner,  and  for  which  money 
was  not  actual  compensation,  45180-3. — But  generally 
State  should  and  would  pay  actual  compensation  for 
what  was  taken  away,  though  there  might  be  excep- 
tional cases,  45184-5. 

SHEEHAN,  Mr.  J.  L. 

Land  Purchase. 

Compulsion,  with  inspection,  was  only  remedy  for 
sale  of  estates  in  congested  districts  of  South  Kerry  ; 
■Warden  Estate  was  purchased  for  £38,240  in  Decem- 
ber, 1906,  tenants  thus  paying  twenty  and  twenty- 
three  years’  purchase,  plus  two  years’  arrears,  whereas 
fourteen  years  ago  they  had  refused  to  buy  from 
Landed  Estates  Court  Judge  for  fifteen  years’  pur- 
chase ; under  sale  terms  4s.  6d.  and  7s.  in  the  £ 
were  given  to  second  and  first  term  tenants  respectively, 
but  when  two  years’  arrears  were  added  annuities 
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were  very  little  reduced  from  old  rents,  Is.  5 d.  being 
received  by  some  instead  of  7s. ; only  slum  portion 
of  estate  was  sold,  landlord  reserving  better  portion, 
including  three  townlands  and  village  of  Sneem ; 
majority  bought  on  rack  rents  only,  91  out  of  300 
tenants  only  being  judicial ; in  addition,  charges  were 
made  for  landlord’s  improvements  put  up  twelve  years 
before,  and  which  were  all  rotten ; some  evicted  ten- 
ants signed  under  compulsion,  as  landlord  notified 
that  he  would  hand  farms  over  to  others  if  they  did 
not  sign ; one  evicted  tenant  who  was  in  America 
had  200  acres  reserved  by  landlord ; he  had  now 
about  25  acres  to  live  on ; whole  estate  had  been 
bought  by  owners  for  £30,000 ; they  had  realised 
£38,000  on  worst  portion  of  it,  and  had  reserved  almost 
as  much  rental  as  they  had  sold ; it  should  never 
have  been  sold  direct  to  tenants,  but  should  have  been 
purchased  by  Congested  Districts  Board  and  re-sold 
by  them  to  tenants,  after  careful  separate  valuation ; 
if  potato  crop  failed  for  one  year,  tenants  would  be 
unable  to  pay  annuities,  and  there  would  be  a state 
of  famine ; rent  was  now  sent  by  tenants’  children 
from  America,  England,  and  W ales  ; under  Ashbourne 
Act  tenants  had  bought  more  cheaply  in  South  Kerry, 
Mahony  Hickson  Estate  being  bought  at  14 ^ and  i.5 
years’  purchase,  and  Gough  Estate  at  fourteen  years’ 
purchase,  45214. — Attention  of  Estates  Commissioners 
had  been  drawn  to  this  transaction,  and  they  were 
now  looking  into  matter,  and  had  taken  up  sold 
portion,  wtih  object  of  expending  10  per  cenlt.  on  it 
(though  Treasury  was  opposing  that  grant,  and  matter 
had  not  yet  been  settled),  before  allowing  it  to  pass  to 
purchasers,  45221-30. 
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this  land  were  given  to  evicted  tenants  it  would  be 
a relief ; very  small  landowners  with  only  a few  coWa 
would  be  greatly  benefited  by  addition  to  their  hold- 
ings ; entire  part  of  Tuosist  belonged  to  Lord  Lans- 
downe ; there  were  about  450  landholders,  three- 
fourths  of  them  were  under  £5  valuation ; if  powers 
of  Congested  Districts  Board  were  extended  so  that  it 
could  give  grants  to  small  uneconomic  holders  for 
drainage,  improvements,  etc.,  through  parish  com- 
mittees it  would  be  greatest  help  and  encouragement 
to  poor  people  in  these  distressed  times,  45237. 

Cattle. 

Cattle  were  very  inferior,  though  several  attempts 
had  been  made  by  better  class  of  farmers  to  improve 
breed  by  introduction  of  bulls,  they  were  very  subject 
to  disease  ; mortality  in  calves  was  'great  and  cattle 
suffered  from  gout  owing  to  grazing  on  poor  wet  land  ; 
average  price  of  lg-year  old  was  £2  5s.,  of  2£,  £3’ 
of  3£,  £4 ; calf  heifers  of  best  quality,  £5  ; “Kerry 
Goats”  was  appropriate  name  for  cows;  average 
quantity  of  butter  was  sixty  or  seventy  lbs.  per  cow 
even  when  hand-fed ; town  of  Kenmare  was  market 
for  goods  and  buyers  came  from  Cork,  Limerick,  and 
Tralee ; cattle  had  to  be  sold  cheap  to  them  as  com- 
pared with  farmers  who  lived  near  Cork,  etc.,  45237. 
—Cattle  were  generally  kept  until  three  years  old; 
wet  lands  made  them  gouty,  45247-51. — Prices  re- 
ceived were  very  low,  45252. — They  had  to  be  sold  for 
what  prices  they  could  get,  as  they  were  not  the 
kind  of  cattle  graziers  wanted,  and  it  did  not  pay  to 
keep  them  grazing  too  long,  45253-7. 


Fishing. 

Fishermen  were  too  poor  to  get  loans  from  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  nets  and  boats ; curing 
station  should  be  established,  especially  for  herrings 
and  sprats ; loss  of  Clyde  Shipping  Company’s  ser- 
vice to  Sneem  was  very  much  felt  by  fishermen  and 
others ; it  was  loss  of  £400  a year  to  district,  45214, 
45231. — Nets  and  boats  had  to  be  got  before  fishing 
could  be  done  and  if  there  were  bad  years  instal- 
ments _ could  not  be  paid,  45216. — Share  system  of 
acquiring  boats  did  not  apply  to  Kerry,  only  bor- 
rowing system,  45217.— Witness  thought  that  Board 
required  large  security,  45218.— He  was  not  aware 
that  no  security  was  required,  but  that  boats  were 
paid  for  by  catches,  45219-20. 

Parish  Committee. 

Parish  Committee  was  working  very  well;  Father 
Hagan,  parish  priest,  appreciated  its  efiorts  to  help 
locality,  45234-6.  r 


RINEY,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Congestion  and  Poverty  on  Lansdowne  Estate. 

Greater  part  of  Lansdowne  Estate  was  poor  and 
barren,  soil  peaty  and  drainage  difficult  owing  tc 
rocky  nature  of  soil;  other  parts  were  poor,  light  and 
gravelly,  requiring  good  manure ; there  was  very  little 
clay,  hence  labour  had  to  be  done  by  spade  ; improve- 
inCTit  was  difficult  owing  to  scarcity  of  labour  and 
difficulty  in  getting  lime  or  sea  sand ; sea  sand  was 
only  to  be  had  at  Kenmare,  and  there  were  no  able- 
bodied  men  to  dredge  it  ; witness  had  reclaimed  some 
land,  but  founc.  that  improvements  were  not  per- 
manent; principal  crop  was  potato,  which  failed  if 
summer  were  very  wet;  some  oats  were  grown,  but 
they  were  not  worth  much  ; scarcely  any  potatoes  01 
gram  found  their  way  into  market  of  Kenmare ; there 
Slew™  Peac®  °T,  in  congested  districts 

SwL  but  bargain  6Wd  not  be 

S landlord  and  tenant ; formerly  rents  had 
SS  on  e';ery  possible  pretext ; if  Lansdowne 
W LT  P“jeWf  9s.  and  7s.  should  be  taken  off 
first  and  second  term  rents  respectively  ; there  were 
several  untenanted  farms  in  landlord’s  possession 
wished * S°Ught  he,  would  P^nt ; tenants  had 
P^rchSse  on  two  occasions,  but  landlord 
refused  to  sell ; Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates 
Commissioners  should  take  up  estate  and  not  leave 
baTgam  between  landlord  and  tenant,  as  tL- 
certainly  .agree  to  .anything  that 
SI  giVe  lmmedl'ate  relief?  there  were  some 

others^  601,16  -ln  cllarfe  of  caretakers, 

otners  used  as  grazing  ranches;  if  some  of 


Emigration. 

Great  ambition  of  young  people  was  to  go  to 
America;  most  members  of  family  went  there  and 
sent  home  money,  which  paid  landlords  and  shop- 
keepers, 45237. 

Industries. 

Spinning  and  weaving  carried  on  at  two  mills  near 
Kenmare  were  only  industries,  and  they  employed 
only  a few  hands,  there  was  no  fishing  industry,  as 
it  was  too  near  head  of  river,  45237. 

Drainage. 

Drainage  was  very  necessary,  as  district  was  wet 
and  boggy,  though  rocks,  in  many  cases,  prevented 
proper  drainage,  45237. — If  main  drainage  were  done 
by  Government  small  farmers  would  drain  their  own 
lands,  45238.— They  would  probably  look  after  drains 
themselves  without  compulsion,  45239-41. — There  was 
a good  deal  of  heathery  bogland  which  would  require 
to  be  drained  before  being  reclaimed ; peat  had  been 
cut  too  low  and  water  collected  on  the  rock ; cuts 
had  to  be  made  through  rocks  where  proper  drains 
could  not  be  made,  at  great  expense,  45244-6. 

Land  Purchase. 

Witness  had  had  experience  of  purchase  of  holding, 
under  Ashbourne  Act  on  estate  of  Colonel  Goff,  at 
Templenoe,  near  Kenmare ; Government  valuer 
valued  each  farm  separately  at  from  12  to  16£  years' 
purchase ; witness’s  had  been  16£  years,  which  he 
considered  fair,  as  quality  of  land  was  better  than 
some  others ; land  on  that  estate  was  much  better 
than  that  on  Lansdowne  Estate,  45237. — Very  little 
icoeo bad  been  sopf  on  Pj0rd  Lansdowne’s  Estate, 
4°262. — Agricultural  instructor  might  help  people, 
as  they  were  .good  labourers ; two  men  might  buy  at 
20  years’  purchase,  but  farms  might  be  of  very  dif- 
ferent quality;  one  might  prosper,  the  other  might 
be  ruined ; the  bad  land  might  even  have  more  rent 
than  the  good  land,  and  thus  tenant  would  become 
burden  on  ratepayers,  45263-4. 


DOWNING,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Congestion. 

About  eighty  per  cent,  of  holdings  on  Lord  Lans- 
downe s estate  were  uneconomic ; people  could  not 
maintain  themselves  were  it  not  for  fishing  and 
money  sent  by  friends  in  America;  there  was  no 
™ans  1 tnlargin?  homings,  as  landlord  had  planted 
ail  lands  that  fell  into  his  hands  through  right  of  jns- 
emption ; the  lot  of  the  poor  could,  however,  be  im- 
proved by  making  roads  and  by  drainage  of  bogs; 
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M ‘DONNELL,  Vert  Rev.  Canon — continued. 


people  were  so  poor  that  they  could  not  supplement 
grant  of  £3  made  by  Congested  Districts  Board  for 
improvements ; growth  of  early  vegetables,  if  en- 
couraged by  Department  of  Agriculture,  would  be  of 
great  service,  as  landlord  was  not  willing  to  sell; 
only  remedy  would  be  to  grant  Estates  Commissioners 
compulsory  powers  of  acquisition,  45267. — Drainage 
and  roads  were  much  needed,  45273.— Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  grant  had  to  be  returned  because  people 
could  not  supplement  it,  45274.— Labour  was  counted 
as  equivalent  to  money,  but  material  and  labour  were 
wanted  for  these  works,  which  would  have  to  be  paid 
for  beforehand,  45275. 


Fishing. 

Fishing  industry  had  been  steadily  declining  for 
past  six  or  seven  years;  formerly  men  made  from 
£10  to  £25  a year  by  it,  45267.— Fish  migrated  from 
one  place  to  another ; 25  years  ago  the  pilchard  had 
been  found  there,  but  now  there  was  none;  hake  and 
mackerel  had  also  declined,  45269.— Herring  had 
come  into  bay  last  year  and  year  before,  and  Fishery 
Board  has  sent  merchant  down,  with  result  that  £300 
was  made  on  Kilmaccologue  pier  in  three  weeks, 


M'DONNELL,  Vert  Rev.  Canon. 


Land  Purchase. 

Purchase  of  two  estates  was  under  consideration  of 
Estates  Commissioners ; neither  was  completed 
annuities  had  been  fixed  on  Clinton  Estate’ 
45278.— In  these  cases  it  was  sale  to  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  re-sale  by  them  to  tenants,  45279.— 
On  Puxley  Estate  landlord  and  tenants  had  agreed 
as  to  price  ; it  had  been  offered  to  Congested  Districts 
Board  first,  but  they  had  refused  it;  on  Leahy  Es- 
tate  negotiations  had  been  carried  on,  but  fell 
through;  on  Leigh-White  Estate  price  asked  was  so 
flcoonVag£nt , tenants  refused  to  consider  it, 
45280.  Puxley  Estate  had  not  yet  been  inspected,  so 
ultimate  price  was  not  yet  settled,  45281.— Price 
agreed  on  between  landlord  and  tenant  was  same  as 
tliat  offered  to  Board  and  now  to  Estates  Commis- 
though  that  might  alter  after  inspection, 
45282-4 —Negotiations  with  Board  about  sale 
dropped  one  and  a half  years  ago,  45332.— Cause  of 
abandonment  was  not  known ; but  there  was  very 
little  land  available  for  enlargement,  45323-4  — 
SeS“6«lS“fi‘‘gV'ld  b"iIdin?  °£  >>°™*  were  all 

l , • , 2?;6,~ rhere  were  three  or  four  small 
Sf™ hl0h  ^Ir'  Do11;:ul  h~'1  b«en  prepared  to  drain 
SS™  sea,  45327. — Coral  sand 

scheme  had  been  for  benefit  of  Clinton  Estate,  45329. 

i ret  1*n"‘¥  ,ov®  t0  Commis- 

i , annuity  had  been  agreed  upon,  45330. 

Negotiations  for  sale  of  Leahy  Estate^  had  been 
^-.-Properties  lit  those  in  distort 
thrnSh  P^s.  direct  from  landlord  to  tenants;  but 
Boardgh  a$S°V1ng  au*honty  [ike  Congested  Districts 
had  lmPeded  work  of 
Congested  Districts  Board  m purchase,  45333. 

Drainage  and  Re-Afforestation. 

wi5iaSrfLSoh0Uld  b.e,,calTi®d  01,lt  eitIier  in  connection 
7nrJ™\aSe  °f  Wlth,0ut  lt;;  houses  should  be  built 
nasSZseUey.nant%e^thJer  by  free  or  easy  loan; 

commnn  e needed  to  connect  houses  with  road 
if  cZ,Sag?i  -WS  P^bably  serve  several  houses 
— 1 Districts  Board  could  help,  45285 
45309 might,  succeed  on  mountain  sides, 
and  , 1 d ac?,ulred  STa*mg  rights  from  people 

,P Wanted  trees  it  would  give  employment  and 
eventually  pay  well,  43310,-Ad^ntage  wouM have  to 
in  tiieir lned  !be  PeoPle'  and  then  they  would  agree 
perSaUon^^i  probably  requiring  some  com- 
bv  Pnn  ’ Amount  of  employment  given 

fit  andg^r  R Dl  B?ard  would  be  a grea/bene- 

Ktonvco™™  +d  had  alre,ady  acted  on  principle  of 
SfvT^^i6^  f0r  work  fchat  would  nlti- 
4531476  tb°y,  coukI  hardly  complain, 

„Pt,  °-~Scot°h  firs  and  the  Pinus  7n. norms  grew 
be  ai  i W^  d b?  raost  trecs  could  sometimes 

46317  8 * ^UCed  rat€  through  County  Council, 


Parish  Committees. 

P arish  Committee  had  power  to  encourage  forma- 
tion of  passages,  but  their  grants  were  mostly  in 
improvement  of  houses ; amount  required  for  road 
would  take  all  their  money,  45286-7. — Last  year  £30 
had  been  given,  this  year  £80 ; there  was  difficulty 
in  spending  money  as  there  were  very  few  masons, 
and  one  man  had  to  wait  till  another  had  finished 
with  him,  45289.— Enlarged  grant  was  needed,  45303. 
— ¥ larger  grant  was  given  outsiders  could  come  in 
and  assist  in  making  roads  and  draining  rivers, 
45305.— Drainage  could  be  undertaken  by  Parish 
Committee,  45306. — Small  drainage  only  was  meant, 
not  arterial  drains,  45307.— Small  sum  of  money  in 
hands  of  body  of  men  who  knew  district  could  be 
well  administered,  45308.— Board’s  inspector  had  been 
pleased  with  work  done  by  Committee,  45309. 


Manure  was  very  important  question;  leaving  out 
farmyard  manures  there  were  three  alternatives, 
lime,  sand,  and  artificial  manures;  artificial  manures 
were  rarely  used;  lime  had  to  be  brought  25  miles 
from  Bantry  or  33  from  Kenmare;  so  that  was  out 
of  the  question,  45291. — Coral  sand  was  available  in 
unlimited  quantities,  and  could  be  got  with  assistance 
of  Congested  Districts  Board;  Mr.  Doran  had  in- 
spected needs  of  people,  and  had  promised  to  con- 
sider scheme  for  supplying  it ; he  had  proposed  one 
scheme,  but  Board  had  rejected  it;  if  sand  was  to 
pay  it  must  be  procurable  at  Is.  a load ; present 
methods  cost  2s.  and  3s.,  which  was  too  much,  45294. 
Cost  came  in  in  paying  boatmen  to  dredge  it,  45295- 
6. — Coral  sand  was  really  shell  sand;  it  was  not 
burned,  but  put  on  fields  as  it  was  as  top-dressing 
for  grass  land,  45297-300.—  Congested  Districts  Board 
could  help  by  extracting  sand  by  machinery  and 
storing  in  large  boat  anchored  over  sand  bed ; if  de- 
livered. free  people  could  fetch  it  in  their  own  boats 
and  have  it  for  Is.  to  Is.  6 d.  per  load ; if  there  wore 
extensive  output  people  would  need  supply  of  boats; 
boatslips  were  needed,  and  could  be  supplied  by 
Board  with  little  expenditure,  45300.— Pier  that  had 
been  built  some  time  ago  was  useless,  as  it  could  only 
be  used  at  very  high  tides ; result  was  that  use  of 
sand  was  being  given  up  altogether ; pier  should  be  ' 
built  on  Clinton,  Leahy,  Leigh-White,  and  Puxley 
Estates;  in  a few  cases  roads  should  be  made  to  en- 
able people  to  get  sand  on  to  their  farms;  local 
Council  was  too  poor  to  make  them ; failing  supply 
of  sand  Congested  Districts  Board  should  procure 
lime;  it  could  be  brought  by  sea  from  Bantry  or 
Kenmare,  and  kilns  could  be  built  in  Castletown; 
lime  would  have  to  be  delivered  at  cost  price  to  pool- 
tenants,  45302. — Labour  for  dredging  sand  was  very 
scarce  owing  to  emigration,  45334.— Mr.  Doran’s 
plan  for  raising  sand  would  be  best;  artificial 
manures  would  be  cheaper,  but  sand  was  more  last- 
ing in  its  effects,  45335. — If  Board  raised  it  it  would 
be  useful  demonstration  to  show  tenants  what  could 
be  done,  45336. — Board  would  not  lose  much  even  if 
experiment  were  a failure,  45337. 

Population  and  Valuation. 

Population  of  union  was  11,178,  valuation  £12,405 
which  averaged  £1  2s.  2d.  per  head,  45303. 

Industries. 

Lace  and  crochet  class  had  been  established  in  1906 
but  so  far  had  not  been  very  successful,  teacher  was  to 
be  changed  so  they  might  do  better,  some  people  ad- 
vocated establishment  of  woollen  industry,  45309 
45343.— Attendance  at  lace  class  had  dropped  off  be- 
cause girls  could  make  no  money,  45344. If  class 

were  well  established  girls  would  be  persevering  and 
industry  would  be  a success,  45345-6.— Mr  Walker 
had  paid  three  visits  altogether  to  the  class  45347  — 
His  visits  were  too  short  and  hurried,  as  lie  came 
by  motor  and  went  away  quickly,  45348-9.— Military 
45361  °n  B,?re  IS  and  did  n°fc  give  emPloyment  here, 


If  Congested  Districts  Board  could  pay  occasional 
visits  to  districts  and  see  work  that  was  being  done 
they,  would  be  more  in  touch  with  people  and  could 
4K51^21  what  was  required  than  by  correspondence. 
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Emigration. 

District  suffered  greatly  owing  to  emigration,  people 
emigrated  to  Montana,  where  they  could  earn  £200  a 
year,  45335. — Population  of  witness’s  parish  was  about 
2,000  as  against  4,000  twenty-five  years  ago,  45351-2. 
— People  came  back  when  they  were  worn  out  working 
and  had  saved  some  money,  and  raised  price  of  land 
by  paying  extravagant  price  for  it,  45353. — Children 
in  America  send  money  to  parents,  about  £3,000  was 
•sent  at  Christmas  and  £1,000  during  the  year,  45354. 
— If  parents  die  some  boy  returns  home  to  take  posses- 
sion of  holding,  45355. — They  could  only  work  in 
mines  from  six  to  ten  years,  as  they  got  rheumatic 
owing  to  damp,  45356. — Girls  went  as  much  as  boys, 
sometimes  marrying  there,  sometimes  returning  home 
to  be  married,  but  rarely,  45358-9. — If  land  were 
available  for  young  people  it  would  probably  keep 
them  at  home,  45373. — There  were  very  few  failures 
among  those  who  emigrated,  45374. — Emigration  was 
a question  of  wages,  an  industry  in  Ireland  which 
would  give  good  wages  would  induce  young  people 
to  stay  at  home,  45375-8. — About  £10  a family  came 
into  parish  from  America,  45380. — Working;  men  in 
Montana  are  able  to  save  about  half  their  wages, 
they  were  boarded  in  Butte  City  for  £2  a week  and 
got  14s.  a day  wages,  45381. 

Harbour  Accommodation  and  Dues. 

Pier  had  been  improved  twelve  months  ago  for 
about  £1,000,  45340. — Expenditure  on  pier  was  a 
success,  but  ho  dredging  had  been  done  in  harbour, 
District  Council  had  approached  Congested  Districts 
Board,  but  they  had  only  offered  £250  out  of  £1,000, 
45341. — Mr.  Wyndham  had  promised  to  consider 
matter,  45342. — Harbour  dues  were  not  charged  on 
fishing  boats,  but  any  dues  that  were  charged  went 
to  repair  of  pier,  aided  by  contribution  from  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  45390-3. 


Mountains  did  not  carry  as  many  sheep  as  they 
might,  for  people  had  not  money  to  buy  either  sheep 
or  cattle,  there  were  280  landholders  in  parish  of  £1 
.valuation  and  under,  45370.— There  was  fine  moun- 
tain run  but  scarcely  any  sheep  on  it,  45371-2. 


Steamer  Service  and  Postal  Facilities. 

There  was  subsidised  steamer  service  between  Castle- 
town and  Bantry  every  day  in  summer,  and  every 
second  day  in  winter,  45383-4.— Postal  facilities  wer'e 
Vf7  £ffeCtiVe’  P06*  arrived  a-t  12.15  p.m.  and  went  out 
at  1.20  p.m.,  so  that  letters  could  not  be  replied  to  on 
same  day,  fog  horn  was  also  wanted  at  lighthouse  at 
inoiith  °f  harbour,  45384-5. — Lighthouse  was  under 
Irish  Board  of  Lights  and  fog  horn  ought  to  come 
under  term  equipment;  Admiralty  was  really  harbour 
authority,  45386-8. — Harbour  Board  might  be  formed, 
but  witness  understood  Admiralty  did  not  like  local 
interference,  45389. 


Congested  Districts  Board. 

There  should  be  representative  on  Congested  Dis- 
^ Cork  *nd  KerrJb  ™>  tvould  be 
required  as  distance  was  too  great  to  secure  regular 
attendance  if  only  one  were  elected,  45471-2. 

Steamer  Service. 

oSSSSSf4  ?^amer  ruling  between  Bantry  and 
Castletown  calling  one  day  in  the  week  each  way  at 
ff  WWd’  V“ght  whatever  was  wanted,  and 
if  further  subsidised  oould  carry  the  mails  nas- 
sengers  were  also  carried,  45473-80.  ’ ^ 


IfEMOMiX  TEOM  THE  Kev.  JiMES  M'DOHXBEL,  l.j 
Pather  M;Doimell  was  unable  to  be  present  bu 
P0i"to  1,6  *» 

arrh?  PurcJlafi  o;’  'holdings  from  landlord  and  re 
arrangement  to  prevent  milted  holdings. 

(2.)  Desirability  of  migration. 

(3.)  Means  of  providing  coral  sand  at  clieen  rate 
11.  s'  En00“f.aS®meilt  to  practise  general  fishFng  sc 
that  one  particular  kind  would  not  be  depended' on‘ 


(5.)  Necessity  for  veterinary  surgeon  from  r 
haven  who  could  also  lecture  on  diseases 
etc. , it  was  necessary  that  he  should  be  able  to 
Irish,  otherwise  his  energies  would  be  wasted  P “ 
(6.)  Extension  of  knitting  industry. 

(7.)  Establishment  of  weaving  industry  such 
that  established  by  Congested  Districts  Board  at  Glen 


HARRINGTON,  Mr..  DANIEL. 


Harbour  Accommodation. 

Fishing  pier  accommodation  and  dredging  0f  W 
bour  at  Castletown  needed  to  be  developed  by  Q™' 
gested  Districts  Board;  if  that  were  done  her’ 
ring  and  mackerel  fishing  ought  to  be  verv' 
successful,  45394 -Proper  pier  accommodation  ought 
to  be  provided,  there  was  one  narrow  pier  which  was 
very  dangerous,  width  ought  to  be  doubled,  if  there 
were  South  of  Ireland  representative  on  Board  matters 
might  be  improved,  45450.— County  Council  should 
select  representative,  Bishop  of  Ross  would  be  good 
representative,  45451-2.— Seaboard  of  Cork  was  era 
gested,  and  if  Board  developed  pier  accommodation 
fishing  would  become  best  in  Ireland,  45454.— Castle 
town  Harbour  was  filling  up  and  dredging  was  badly 
needed,  45457.— Some  dredging  had  been  done,  but  it 
was  no  benefit,  45458.— £100  had  been  expended  by 

Congested  Districts  Board  on  dredging,  45459 ^ 

low  tide  at  entrance  to  harbour  there  were  only  nine 
feet  of  water,  outside  at  Dinish  it  was  thirteen  feet 
if  whole  were  dredged  to  that  depth  it  would  be  very 
valuable,  it  would  have  to  be  dredged  200  feet  on  each 
side  of  pier,  45460.— If  well  done  it  would  not  be 
likely  to  silt  up  again  quickly,  45461.— Time  adopted 
for  such  work  ought  to  be  about  1st  March,  when 
people  were  not  engaged  in  fishing,  if  begun  during 
fishing  season  people  could  not-  give  labour,  45465.— 
Tenders  should  be  invited  from  contractors,  as  then 
there  would  be  more  competition  and  work  might  be 
better  done,  45466-8. 


Fishing. 

There  should  be  shelter  sheds  fdr  proper  curing  of 
mackerel,  as  fish  was  easily  injured  by  sun  and  rain, 
45395.  If  these  were  put  up  by  Board  curers  could 
pay  rent  to  Board,  45400.— Mr.  Green  had  been  ap- 
proached about  it,  45403-4. — Herring  fishing  should 
be  developed  at  Berehaven  as  it  had  been  in  Donegal, 
45405.— Herring  curing  was  different  from  mackerel 
Mid  people  would  need  to  be  instructed,  45406-7.- 
Hernngs  were  off  coast  about  same  time  as  mackerel 
1st  August  to  middle  of  October,  45410.— Last  yeaT 
Autumn  mackerel  fishing  started  about  November  and 
finished  in  February,  45411.— Scotch  curers  would  not 
come  down  to  cure  herring  although  some  came  to  cure 
mackerel,  getting  local  labour,  45416.— Congested  Dis- 
Board  should  instruct  in  herring  curing, 
45418.  Seine  nets  were  used,  45421. — Mackerel  cur- 
ing was  much  more  profitable  than  herring,  45423.- 
™red  mackeTel  was  £3  a barrel  last  year, 
45424.— They  were  sent  to  Liverpool  whence  they  were 
shipped  to  America,  45425. — Herrings  were  very  good, 
and  fishing  oould  bo  developed,  45426-8. — Nets  and 
bo  ate  were  the  principal  needs,  45429.— If  Board  sub- 
sidised boats  as  they  did  in  Donegal  that  would 
be  a great  help  to  the  people,  45430. — Subsidising 
meant  giving  boat  so  much  at  opening  of  season  and 
having  a chance  afterwards  of  any  fish  they  took  be- 
smes,  45432. — Board  never  subsidised  herring  boats 
m that  sense,  though  boats  were  given  out  on  share 
system,  45434-5. — Application  had  not  been  made 
r?  /■'S*?Se*Jed  Districts  Board  for  instructor  in  curing, 
but  Mr.  Green  had  said  that  Mr.  Duthie,  should  come 
and_  see  about  it,  45436-7.— Board  knew  nhat  fish  were 
coming  to  these  coasts,  witness  had  cured  fifty  barrels 
of  fish  in  a fortnight  last  year,  45438,-Her- 
nngs  should  be  tried  with  herring  nets,  long-line  fish- 
oug  •_7a'S  dmP°rtant,  it  lasted  from  August  to 
Christmas,  45439. — If  there  were  opening  for  steam 
dnfter  Board  would  probably  be  willing  to  experi- 
ment, 45440. — Mackerel  would  not  stop  herrings  as 
they  were  becoming  later  every  year,  they  did  not 
n°w  come  till  October,  45441.— If  herring  fishing 
could  be  established  there  would  be  continuous  fishing 
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HARRINGTON,  Me.  DANIEL — continued. 

for  six  months,  45442. — Transit  facilities  were  very 
ninch  needed,  45444. — Steam  trawlers  did  a great 
deal  of  harm,  stopping  of  trawling  with  small  boats 
in  harbour  had  injured  line-fishing,  small  boats  should 
be  allowed  to  trawl  for  short  time  to  clear  the  ground, 
45445. — Now  ground  of  inner  harbour  was  fouled  and 
fish  would  not  lie  there,  if  trawling  were  allowed  by 
small  boats  fish  would  come  in  and  spawn  there, 
45449. — Berehaven  had  got  very  little  for  the  £10,532 
paid  by  Board  for  purchase  of  boats  and  gear  in 
County  Cork,  45456. — In  spring  of  1896  capture  of 
mackerel  at  Berehaven  exceeded  that  at  any  other 
part  by  40  per  cent,  seven  steamers  were  sometimes 
loaded  here  during  a week,  45462. — Spring  fishing 
had  gone  down,  but  if  there  were  transit  facilities  it 
would  revive,  steamer  ought  to  leave  Castletown  for 
Bantry  in  the  evening,  to  catch  evening  train,  that 
was  important  as  fish  quickly  deteriorated  if  kept 
over,  45463. — Population  was  too  small  for  Harbour 
Board  and  provisional  orders  were  very  expensive, 
45464. — Agricultural  schemes  had  not  been  taken  up 
by  the  county,  45470. 


POWER,  Me.  MAURICE. 


Improvements. 

Drainage  was  very  necessary,  45483. — Witness 
meant  farm  dranis,  45487. — Roads  ought  to  be  made, 
45483. — Trees  ought  to  be  planted  on  mountains, 
45483. — Farmers  would  not  lose  much  if  portion  of 
mountain  were  taken  from  grazing  and  reserved  for 
planting,  as  mountains  were  very  barren,  45485. — It 
was  very  necessary  as  mountains  were  so  bare,  45486. 
— There  were  no  agrciultural  schemes  in  that  district, 
35508. — Piers  were  needed  in  several  places  along  the 
coast,  45510. — Adrigole  was  one,  45512. — It  had  a pier 
but  a very  poor  one,  45513. — It  had  been  built  for 
steamers,  not  for  small  boats,  and  was  not  yet 
finished,  45514-6. — Slip  should  be  built  beside  the  pier 
as  small  boats  could  not  land  anything,  45517-8. 


O’SULLIVAN,  Mr.  T. — continued. 

made  for  improvement  of  landing  and  construction 
of  pier  at  Ciainough,  but  nothing  had  been  done, 
this  was  urgent  piece  of  work,  and  oould  be  done  with 
little  outlay,  in  this  district  about  forty  boats  were 
employed  in  fishing  with  seine  nets,  each  seine 
net  was  worked  by  sixteen  men,  commencing 
1st  August  and  continuing  to  November,  some 
fifty  local  boats  fished  from  August  to  Febru- 
ary ; hauls  of  mackerel  taken  by  seines  some- 
times reached  50,000  in  one  catch,  there  were 
thirty  curing  stations  where  fish  was  bought,  cured, 
and  packed  for  American  markets,  giving  employment 
to  hundreds,  fish  merchants  were  English,  Scotch,  and 
American,  with  a few  local  capitalists,  with  such  an 
industry  ip  was  pitiable  to  see  best  of  young  men 
emigrating,  sometimes  crowds  of  fishermen  had  to 
watch  shoals  of  fish  but  were  unable  to  catch  them 
as  they  could  not  launch  boats  for  want  of  a pier,  from 
Carinish  to  Cod  Head  there  was  only  one  half- 
finished  pier,  parish  priest  had  constantly  written  to 
Congestead  Districts  Board  asking  for  aid  and  it  was 
hoped  that  something  would  be  recommended  by  Com- 
mission, 45521. — Pier  had  been  constructed  at  Gari- 
nish  many  years  ago  by  Board,  45523-4 — Work  had 
been  begun  at  Ballydonegan  five  or  six  years  before, 
but  was  stopped  because  of  difference  between  labourers 
and  engineers,  they  were  employed  in  fishing  when 
engineer  wanted  to  begin  building  and  they  did  not 
want  to  leave  fishing  for  smaller  pay  offered  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  45530-4. — They  would  gladly 
work  for  2s.  a day  out  of  fishing  season, 
45535,  45540. — Sir  Horace  Plunkett  had  been 
to  Ballydonegan  and  saw  trouble  there  was 
in  launching  boats,  etc.,  and  said  he  would  recom- 
mend something  to  be  done,  45538. — Pier  had  been 
built  -at  Oahakeem  sometime  ago  by  contract,  and 
work  was  done  satisfactorily  for  £200,  45542. — 
There  was  no  Parish  Committee  in  parisn,  though 
Father  Barton  had  applied  for  it,  45544-5. 


DUDLEY,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Sheep. 

Very  few  sheep  were  kept  on  mountains,  and  what 
there  were  were  of  very  inferior  quality,  it  would  be 
useless  to  try  to  improve  quality  as  they  could  not 
thrive  on  such  land,  45491-6. 

Manure. 

Lime  was  very  much  needed,  but  it  could  not  be 
got,  it  cost  Is.  6 d.  per  barrel  at  Kenmare,  and  then 
had  to  be  carried  round  the  road,  45497-9. — Sand 
could  not  be  got  now  as  there  was  no  boat  in  the  har- 
bour, 45501. — It  had  to  be  given  up  owing  to  want 
of  men  to  work  it  as  labour  was  very  scarce,  45505. — 
Lime  would  be  preferable  to  sand  if  it  couid  be  got, 
but  people  would  be  glad  of  either,  45507: — Only  way 
of  getting  sand  would  be  for  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  send  down  boats  with  large  quantities  to 
be  landed  at  piers,  45520. 

Land  Purchase. 

Landlords  had  not  sold  to  tenant  in  that  district,  land- 
lord of  Leigh-White  Estate  had  made  an  offer  but 
price  was  very  large,  45509. 


O’SULLIVAN,  Me.  T. 


Fisheries  and  Piers. 

Principal  fishing  ground  in  Berehaven  was  from 
Dursey  Island  to  Cod  Head,  and  these  fisheries  were 
some  of  most  important  in  Ireland,  Rev.  Father 
Barton  had  made  repeated  application  to  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  improvement  of  piers,  slips,  and 
roads,  at  last  some  members  of  Board,  including  Sir 
Horace  Plunkett,  came  and  saw  for  themselves,  they 
recommended  grant  of  £650  to  build  pier  at  Bally- 
donegan, but  through  some  misunderstanding  pier 
had  been  left  half  finished  and  useless,  piers  and 
slips  were  needed  in  other  parts,  request  had  been 


Congestion. 

Whole  district  of  Berehaven  was  congested ; hold- 
ings were  mainly  uneconomic ; out  of  100  known  to 
witness  only  five  were  uneconomic  ; potato  crop  was 
lost  from  time  to  time  owing  to  exposed  situation 
and  absence  of  trees ; 90  per  cent,  of  houses  were  old, 
low,  badly  lighted  and  ventilated  ; congestion  might 
be  somewhat  relieved  soon,  as  Estates  Commissioners 
were  negotiating  purchase  of  grazing  land,  45546. 

Fisheries  and  Piers. 

Only  industry  was  fishing;  at  Garinish  ten  seines, 
worked  by  160  men,  engaged  in  mackerel  fishing  from 
August  to  November  ; in  years  gone  by  fishermen  could 
make  £40  on  an  average ; this  could  have  been 
doubled  if  there  were  quay  accommodation ; at  pre- 
sent there  was  only  small  narrow  slip  capable  of 
accommodating  two  boats  at  a time,  and  even  to  this 
boats  could  not  get  at  high  tide  ; fish  curing  was  much 
hampered  through  lack  of  quay  accommodation  ; in 
fairly  good  season  sum  turned  over  would  be  £8,000  ; 
Garinish  was  one  of  most  important  fish-curing 
stations  on  south-west  coast,  and  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  neglected  it  badly ; if  properly  equipped 
condition  would  be  much  improved ; in  April  and 
May  fish  had  to  be  sold  >at  less  price  than  in  other 
places,  as  it  had  to  be  carted  fifteen  miles  to  Castle- 
townbere  to  be  sold  ; owing  to  delays  fish  deteriorated 
before  reaching  English  market ; merchants  had  to 
wait  for  payment  until  fishing  was  successful ; if 
Congested  Districts  Board,  would  improve  quay 
accommodation  fishing  would  be  greatly  improved ; 
lobster  fishing  was  carried  on  in  summer  months, 
45546. — Pier  which  had  been  erected  cost  £1,500  or 
£1,600  ; it  should  be  .made  right,  45549-50. — Slip  was 
good  as  far  as  it  had  gone,  but  it  was  too  narrow, 
45553-5. — Fish  was  sent  to  Liverpool,  thence  to 
America,  45556. — Ballydonegan  slip  would  he  useful 
if  completed,  45558. — A little  work  was  being  done  at 
Dursey  Island,  45559. — Dursey  Island  was  being  sold 
to  tenants,  45560. — Pier  at  Garinish  had  greatly  in- 
creased the  fishing,  45564. 
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O’CALLAGHAN,  Rev.  JAMES. 


Woek  of  Congested  Distbicts  Board. 

Congested.  Districts  Board  bad  done  useful  work  in 
Eyries  parish,  during  last  two  years ; Cahirkeem  pier 
had  cost  £900  ; Board  contributed  £600 ; they  had 
removed  rock  at  Kiloatherine,  and  had  made  safe  land- 
ing place,  though  it  was  not  finished ; fish  had  to  be 
put  in  bags  and  hauled  over  cliffs  if  tide  was  not 
favourable ; a little  outlay  would  make  it  safe  place ; 
Board  had  built  slip  at  Darrigroe,  and  had  removed 
rock  which  blocked  passage  between  sea  and  Lough ane, 
and  had  made  landing  at  Innisfanurd ; they  had 
undertaken  to  make  landing  place  at  Trasalig,  where 
nets  were  tom  by  having  to  be  dragged  over  cliffs ; 
Travera  and  Tranimod-  needed  looking  after,  rough 
weather  was  best  for  fishing,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  go  out  if  there  were  not  good  harbours  of  refuge ; 
Board  had  promised  to  build  bridge  over  ford  'between 
Glenbeg  Lake  and  Argroom  River,  45569. 


Suggested  Improvements 

Road  had  been  promised  to  Cleandra,  45569.— 
Glenbeg  Lake  was  one  of  finest  water  powers  in 
Diocese  of  Kerry ; reforestation  should  be  under- 
taken; every  man  should  plant  as  much  as  would 
supply  him  with  fuel ; if  properly  planted  trees 
would  improve,  not  injure  land;  seeds  of  ash  and 
sycamore  were  easily  obtained  ; heath  produced  best 
butter  and  sweetest  mutton;  if  cut  and  crushed  in 
mill  driven  by  water  power  and  afterwards  partly 
fermented  it  would  make  good  cattle  food ; mountain 
torrents  should  be  diverted  and  made  to  scatter  clay 
and  stones  over  barren  slopes;  cows  liked  fuschia, 

and  it  should  be  tried  as  a winter  food,  45569-70. 

If  people  were  encouraged  to  enclose  and  plant  two 
i?**  there  wotlld  soon,  be  enough  fuel, 
45570.— Ash  and  sycamore  seeds  planted  themselves; 

1 tedS  °eSt  *0r  P^tiag  i poplar  was  easily 


Fisheries. 

Fish-curing  should  commence  immediately  fish  was 
landed,  as  delay  spoiled  fish  ; if  there  was  a heavy 
take  local  agents  showed,  telegrams,  real  or  bogus, 
stating  that  market  was  glutted,  and  stopped  buying  ; 
when  bargain  was  made  in  evening  10s.  worth  of  fish 
had  to  he  sold  for  3s.  6 d.  ; people  should  be  protected 
irom  'bogus  telegrams,  and  curing  of  fish  should  not 
5 inspection  was  necessary,  and  ice-houses 

bj  K ' “°d  *"M'li*d 


Turbary. 


should  ibe  cut  down  to  gravel  instead  of  in 
holes  here  and  there,  as  that  made  it  rot-  ueonle 

Z2S  n-?  h tWent°  T?ana8e  without  help  hom  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  45573. 


O’LEARY,  Rev.  TIMOTHY. 


Congestion  in  Parish  of  Muintinarara. 

Five  electoral  divisions  scheduled  as  congested  in 
1901S\f«  MJIinftliiara,ra’  •^ith  Population  JS&  in 
than  Im-  fi9Qf  478J,amilles  having  valuation  of  less 
^ Per  cent.,  bad  emigrated  from 
dA™>ns  *“°®  1898  i populate  had  d“ 
raeased  by  616  persons,  or  62  per  cent.,  45674— There 

rC\«Ti°L™lgratio?  ***  ^ was  impossible 
?o  KeeP  P®°Pte  at  home;  emigrants  at  KasDar  sent 
borne  invitations  to  others,  olering  ^ S 

£20  for  expenses,  45695-6.  6 ® wages  ana 

Improvements  mam  bt  Oongestmd  Districts 
Board. 

Improvements  on  Board’s  estates,  road-making 
m.am  drams,  construction  and  improvement ofhS 


O’LEARY,  Rev.  TIMOTHY — continued. 

and  buildings  were  very  useful  and  well  done  are,,. 
45643-4,  45574. — Work  on  Bird,  Beamish  GD^74’ 
and  Bandon  estate  began  on  10th  OrtobeT  ffi 
three  gangers  sent  down,  each  employing  .about  ml’ 
men,  who  earned  10s.  a week  in  winter  ii,' 
summer ; they  (had  made  eight  miles  of  mad  t.l” 
drains,  and  sixteen  houses,  45643.— They  wek  iff” 
to  improve  and  help  to  build  fifty  new  dwell  W 3 
numerous  out-offices,  a most  important  things^ 
houses  were  m many  cases  miserable  hovels  45MK 
Improvement  effected  had  even  exceeded  ’ WnTT 
■anticipations,  45644,-Board  had  exXed 
£1,700  on  roads,  drains,  fences,  dwellings,  etc., 

Success  of  Kilceohanb  Ceochet  Class. 

Kilcrohane  crochet  class  doing  well,  59  nun  i Is 
mg  £353  7s.  U.  last  year,  45574,  45726.— Boai-dT^i 
expended  perhaps  £150  on  lace  industry,  4565l!_ 
bum  earned  was  very  big,  considering  that  children 
oame  long  distances  m many  cases,  45727  — Onlv  tW 
att“ded 


ijoaed  s Rent-collecting  System  too  exacting. 
Board’s  rent-collecting  system  too  exacting,  45574 
+A^S+an°li0n  Bm£  Estate’  receivable  orders  sent  to 
W ^ 0rder“?  1)0  Pay  a year’s  rent  to  the 
bank  in  a certain  time,  and  setting  forth  balance  of 

456181  F&lio 

of  indebtedness  would  have  a bad  effect  on  sohencv 
of  tenants  45619,  45625,  45635. -Mr.  Mitchell  the 
bad  cancelled  orders  when  witness'  had 
ca,,fd  bls  attention  to  them,  and  sent  his  assistant  to 
rS1M  i — Technically  tie  Bmid 

I Mitchell,  were  to  blame,  45622-3.— Question 
whether  it  wee  desirable  for  a mao  deep  % 

t0  g6t  a loan  ,from  bank  did  not  arise; 
these  arrears  were  not  worth  a year’s  purchase,  45624 
~^Ja,s  necessary  to  go  to  the  bank ; instruction 
s^med  to  convey  that  tenant  must  pay  there,  45626- 
?r°VemeS*s  on  Bird  Estate  extremely  good, 
oase  Wd  bad  threaten!  to 
25  ?ut  of,  40  Quants  who  were  unable  to  pay 
0^SJent  ??  Bantly  and  Skibbereen;  witnj 
wrote  asking  for  a list  of  threatened  tenants,  and  was 
SwUld  h?  Sent  when  quarter  sessions  were  over, 
lerfi  riT11’^11  result  that  no  process^ 
tenants  te?a?ts  time>  45637. -Larger 

ments  f 02?  benefited  by  Board’s  improve 

rnents  could  not  get  labour,  because  men  were  all 

pTy  l04563?n  ?rrd\tW0+rk’  and  80  t°und  it  hard  -to 

SSnte  ° > excePtionaI  to  .allow 

cSTSw  g P*y«*  full  rent,  but  in  this 

45640*2.  months  tame  was  not  much  to  ask, 


VRA-UIM,  UJ!'  JJAND. 


5 °™ed  “Site™  landlords,  of 
wiSdhi™  under  Balfour  Act,  two  under 

telUmt;  ; neg°tiating  sales  at 

present,  4S674-5.-.Sevon  landlords  had  sold  to  Board, 
to  191  i"”1  «»i.  Bandon,  sold  direct 

toanT  l'ls0”6  ‘“"bind  onlj  to  Baird,  because 
fSiW *SJS*  '“"“"S  themselves,  some  re- 
lusmg  to  touch  Board,  45577. 

Prices  paid  foe  Land. 

ve2?  Sfi*"1  T*8  'wiUinff  seb  at  214  years’  to  18 
— TVnd?^CbaSe’  but  Board  bad  made  the  offer,  45575. 

sessions  of  Commission,  Board  w.as  not 
thi^Tm^r  nid??s  _it  was  exceptionally  fitted  for 
PurchasA^t  ^ ,4S57,9— Board  had  .given  18  years’ 
Estate5^-.0*  second-term  rents  for  Furlong 

which  about  one-third  of  tenants  were 
Brown  TT«f  +lenaJ^1’-7  48812-3. — 'Seventeen  years’  for 
for  .the  4i6113— Tbere  had  been  negotiations 

sell  Avwnt  Estate,  but  Mr.  Wright  refused  to 
^rect  at  20^  and  22  years’ 
the  narl^w3’  — Estate  was  the  poorest  in 

Wright  did  not  get  full  rents,  be- 
could  not  pay  uhem,  45614-45618.- 
4CC7?  r needed  for  remaining  landlords, 

2K5’  T^645^?1-  Barrett-  who  had  bSught  rever- 
f Mlss  0 Donovan’s  property  for  £350,  refused 
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offer  which  would  give  him  23  per  cent,  on  £350  since 
death  of  M.  O’ Donovan ; he  also  denied  that  he  was 
landlord  of  Glenlough  townland,  though  his  agent 
had  given  receipt  for  rents  six  or  eight  months  before, 
and  he  had  sent  a process  to  a tenant  who  was  being 
evicted,  45579-87. — Most  unreasonable  for  landlord  ta 
refuse  to  sell  unless  insured  against  loss  of  income 
when  tenants  were  entitled  to  get  fair  rents  fixed  in 
court,  45588-94. — It  would  be  reasonable  enough  if  net 
income  were  derived  from  second-term  rents,  45595-8. 
— Another  landlord,  Mr.  O’Sullivan,  wanted  20^ 
years’  purchase  for  property  of  ordinary  tenanted 
land,  four-fifths  of  it  mountain  in  non-congested 
portion  of  parish,  45598-602. — This  landlord  had  no 
costs  of  collection,  his  rents  being  collected  in  a shop 
in  town,  45603-6. — Very  exceptional  for  gross  income 
to  be  same  as  net  income,  45610. — 30£  years’  pur- 
chase would  give  gross  income  ; bonus  would  be  addi- 
tional, 45606-9. 

Compulsory  Powers  needed  eor  Striping. 

Compulsory  powers  needed  for  striping,  45574. — In 
case  of  a farm  held  in  rundale  the  best  field  was  divi- 
ded into  eleven  plots ; when  this  farm  was  re-divided 
one  tenant  chose  the  southern  half,  and  seemed  quite 
pleased ; the  inspector  then  decided  to  remove  the 
dwellings,  which  had  hitherto  been  quite  close  to- 
gether, and  when  the  tenant  who  had  had  his  choice  of 
a side  of  the  farm  found  his  neighbour  getting  £20  to 
build  a house,  he  went  to  a solicitor,  and  threatened 
legal  proceedings ; there  should  be  power  to  coerce 
such  unreasonable  persons,  45645. 

Comkeen  Townland. 

In  regard  to  Comkeen  townland  agreements  to  pur- 
chase had  been  lodged  with  Estates  Commissioners 
2£  years  ago,  45574,  45647. — But  the  land  should  not 
be  vested  in  tenants  without  some  improvement, 
45646,  45648. — Population  was  75  ; valuation,  barring 
two  tenants  whom  witness  wished  to  exclude,  £73 
16s.  ; rents  for  all  practical  purposes  were  second- 
term  rents ; lands  terribly  intermixed,  resulting  in  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  confusion,  45646. — Valua- 
tion Office  knew  nothing  about  it,  45699. — Impossible 
to  vest  sub-interests,  as  they  were  in  any  individual, 
45650.— -Mi, gration  was  not  a feasible  remedy  for 
congestion,  and  there  was  very  little  untenanted  land 
available,  45574. 


Thoreen  Townland. 

Thoreen  was  only  townland  in  parish  where  popu- 
lation had  increased  since  1881;  only  one  man  had 
emigrated  during  last  9£  years,  and  he  returned ; 
valuation  of  townland  was  £13,  population  32  ; they 
were  isolated  and  contented,  45730. 

Fishing  Industry. 

Mackerel,  herring,  hake,  turbot,  plaice,  sole,  brill, 
haddock,  whiting,  pollock,  mullet,  bream,  sprat, 
lobsters,  scollops,  cockles,  crabs,  mussels,  and  peri- 
winkles were  taken  in  Bantry  and  Dunmanaway  Bays, 
iff7!' — ^ men>  Pract'cably  one  from  each  family ; 
116  'boats,  or  one  for  every  four  men  engaged  in 
fishing ; 265  men  and  60  boats  fished  in  Dunroanus 
Ray,  181  men  and  50  'boats  in  Bantry  Bay  ; Board 
had  helped  local  fishermen  by  building  five  boat  slips, 
'h,ad  expended  on  improvement  of  piers 
£182  m Thawcloonish,  £469  at  Glenroan,  £455  at 
Gortavarig,  £454  at  Dooneen,  and  on  roads  and  piers 
a total  of  £4,346  17s.  lOd. ; all  expenditure  on  im- 
provements to  a certain  extent  useless  unless  things 
were  carried  a little  further,  45651.— Four  fisli-curing 
stations,  Traghruane,  Thawcloonish,  Lahane,  and 
Iragatemple;  average  prices  for  mackerel  during  last 
four  years  £380,  £600,  £700  and  £571,  at  the  four  sta- 
tions, 45656.— Average  total,  £2,153,  45574,  45656.— 
At  Lalian©  there  were  600,000  herrings  at  3s.  per 
hundred,  5,000  hawked  locally,  30,000  taken  any- 
where they  could  get  a market,  45656.— About  £750 
paid  annually  for  herrings ; large  quantity  of  fish 
sold  locally,  45574.— Average  price  for  mackerel  at 
one  station  in  1902  for  months  August,  September, 
October,  November,  December  was:  4s.,  5s.,  6s.,  10s- 
12s.,  6s. -14s.  per  100  of  126  fish  in  1903,  5s.,  4s.,  3s.-9s. 

4s.  m 1904,  4s.,  4s.,  4s.-6s.,  6s.,  6s.  in  1905  ; 8s„ 
,3«’  ^ in  1906'  ls-  6d->  2s.  6 d.,  Is.  2d. 
1 • 3d.,  10s. -11s.,  11s.  8s. ; in  June  1907,  8s.,  45656. 


— Good  deal  earned  on  hake,  £4  or  £5  a man  on  an 
average,  45656. — Hake  cured  and  hawked  round, 
45657. 

Landing  Places  and  Market  Facilities  Needed. 

Landing  places  were  needed  at  many  more  places, 
and  market  facilities  were  essential,  45574,  45651, 
45654-6,  45659-60. — 'Piers  needed  -at  Tragher  and  La- 
hane, hut  Board  had  not  4 sufficient  funds,  45653. — 
Big  piers  wanted  in  only  one  or  two  places ; landing 
of  fish  should  be  concentrated,  hut  small  landing 
places  and  facilities  were  needed  for  securing  boats 
and  taking  nets  up  easily,  45661-9. — A motor  service 
should  be  established  to  Kilcrohane  or  Ahakista, 
45574,  45654. — And  a monthly  fair  at  Durrus  would 
be  useful,  45574. — Fishing  was  holding  its  own  well ; 
in  some  places  expenditure  on  piers  had  increased 
amount  of  fish  landed,  45670-3,  45680-2. — Piers  asked 
for  would  not  cost  anything  like  £10,800,  and  the 
Treasury  ought  to  return  something  for  taxes  paid 
on  tea  and  tobacco,  45675-8. — Small  landing  places 
would  cost  perhaps  £200,  45679. — Fishermen  all 
farmed ; there  were  no  fishermen  pure  and  simple  ex- 
cept in  town  of  Bantry,  and  there  could  not  he  unless 
they  had  boats  large  enough  to  take  out  in  the 
winter  months,  45691-4. — Dooneen  Pier  gave  Landing 
facilities  for  large  mackerel  boats,  45695,  45701. — A 
bit  of  land  attached  to  fisherman’s  house  was  a great 
blessing,  45698.— Fishermen  could  easily  he  induced  to 
concentrate  their  energies  on  fishing,  and  follow  the 
fish  all  the  year  round,  if  they  had  landing  facilities, 
45697,  45699-700. — There  was  a tendency  on  part  of 
fishermen  to  go  in  for  large  boats,  45704. — But  small 
piers  wonld  always  be  useful,  45705-6. — Witness 
feared  Government  would  not  give  the  money  for 
large  piers,  45707. — Only  at  Durrus  that  a very  large 
pier  was  wanted,  45709.— Church  Island  would  be  the 
place  for  the  market,  45710. — 'People  along  the  coast 
near  Bantry  itself  did  not  fish ; the  district  was  not 
congested,  and  people  could  live  on  the  land.  45712-4. 
— It  was  remarkable  that  with  all  the  advantages  of 
Bantry  Bay  there  were  not  more  big  boats,  but  there 
was  hardly  any  market  except  for  mackerel ; railway 
carriage  was  expensive,  and  fish  did  not  reach  Dub- 
lin in  good  condition,  45711-8. — Fishermen  should  be 
provided  with  bigger  boats,  and  trained  to  get  more 
out  of  the  sea  than  they  did  now,  45720. — Take  could 
be  brought  up  to  Bantry  Bay  on  one  side,  45721. — 
Dunmanus  Bay  catch  would  have  to  be  taken  to  Aha- 
kista or  Kilcrohane,  45723. — The  only  two  piers  in 
Dunmanus  Bay  were  one  at  Durrus,  the  other  near 
Dooneen,  45725. — Pier  at  Dooneen  was  of  very  little 
use ; the  swell  was  said  to  be  too  great  for  boats  to 
be  moored  there  safely,  45726. 

Parish  Committee’s  Work. 

Parish  'Committee  had  done  good  work,  45574, 
45657. — But  results  were  small,  because  when  people 
saw  Board  were  likely  to  buy  estates  they  did  not 
care  to  avail  themselves  of  facilities  offered,  45659. — 
Work  done  included  building  of  twelve  new  houses 
and  repairing  six  old  ones,  building  six  new  out- 
offices  and  repairing  three,  and  making  of  drains, 
roads,  and  fences ; total  of  grants  amounted  to  £162 
10s.,  .and  estimated  cost  of  work  to  £814  13s.  6 d., 
45574,  45657. — Or  more  than  five  times  amount  of 
grant  received,  45658. 

Potato  Blight  and  Spraying. 

Potato  blight  had  ruined  early  potatoes  in  case  of 
witness’s  curate,  45683. — That  was  not  universal, 
45684. — People  believed  in  spraying,  and  sprayed 
carefully,  .twice  this  year  in  most  cases,  45685-7.— It 
required  a.  dry  day,  and  that  was  hard  to  find  this 
year,  45688-9. — No  one  had  sprayed  when  blight  oc- 
curred, 45690. 


TURNER,  Mr.  A.  B. 


Explanation  of  Canon  O’Leary’s  Mistake  in  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Barrett’s  Property. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  right  in  stating  that  he  was  not 
the  owner  of  a certain  townland;  Canon  O’Leary’s 
mistake  was  perfectly  natural  and  due  to  receiDt 
mi  from  witness',  office,  and  the  office  was  5 ISe 
wrong,  45731,  45741.  m cne 
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CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  SAXE  OF  FURLONG  ESTATE. 

Mrs.  Furlong  sold  her  estate  to  Congested  Districts 
Board  at  eight  years’  purchase  because  her  tenants 
withheld  the  whole  of  the  rents  and  she  could  not 
fight  them,  45731-3,  45740. — Price  was  18  years’  pur- 
chase without  the  bonus,  45735-6. 

Object  of  Act  of  1903  was  to  tap  a new  Class  of 
Vendors. 

It  was  not  fair  to  make  comparison  between  Act 
of  1903  and  preceding  Acts  ; Act  of  1903  was  meant 
to  bring  about  a great  ameliorative  change,  and  it 
was  arranged  at  Land  Conference  that  the  prices 
should  be  increased  in  order  to  facilitate  transfer  of 
land,  45737-9.— Scheme  of  finance  of  Act  of  1903 
devised  in  order  to  tap  a new  class  of  owner ; finan- 
cial inducements  of  older  Acts  did  not  attract  the 
landlord  who  looked  to  his  rents  as  his  sole  means  of 
income ; selling  was  now  a matter  of  business  to 
both  sides,  45742-4,  45768-9.— Two  classes  who  sold 
under  former  Acts  were  the  very  rich  landlord  and 
'Uie  bankrupt,  as  a rule,  45765-7.— Lord  Dillon  had  a 
fine  place  in  Oxfordshire,  45770. 


Means  of  arriving  at  Price  of  Land. 

Usual  procedure  in  sale  was  that  tenant  approached 
landlord  directly  or  indirectly,  45748.— Landlords 
to  sell  if  they  got  their  net  income,  45744-5, 
45749.— Net  income  arrived  at  from  rental  of  estate ; 
cooks  not  submitted  for  examination  to  tenants ; 
Witney  did  not  see  why  they  should  be,  45746,  45751-8 
—He  had  never  been  asked  to  do  such  a thing,  4576o" 
— JNo  objection  to  placing  rentals  for  inspection  before 
the  Estates  Commissioners ; it  was  an  excellent  sug- 
gestion, 45759.  45761-3,  45771-2. 


Leahy  Estate. 

In  regard  to  the  Leahy  Estate,  when  il le  terms  of 
arranSed  tbe  tenants  in  the  Castletown 
.W-f  sat“fi?d;  Eyries  tenants  refused  to 

rent^Wl’t?KW'aS  decid<^  *ot  &plit  up  estate,  and 
rents  had  to  be  recovered ; tenants  of  one  division  re- 
fused to  pay  rent  and  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  • 

WedWa457a7n2ldeTn  that  “ 

treated,  45772.— In  consequence  of  proceedings  a great 

dSonai45773fc  1fth8  WaS  great  unrest  in  Eyries 
Demesne  in  Glengaeiff. 

,,  •^a^ier  Harrington  had  stated  that  a good  deal  of 

Winter  4*77*  n P mo^h  in  s™mer  and  2s.  in 
tamed  by  landlord  45775®  ml™  gh  * e main' 

contribution  from  the  District  Tn”° 

was  in  connection  with  one  of  the  ^ 4.5777— Bridge 
by  landlord,  and  replaced  a hof  Ji  ? d maintained 

the  bridge  was  hf|he?  thm  tS  Y"8*  S*  foot'bridge  J 
proaches  were  necessary,  46778-82  —Ron/0  fcllat  aP~ 
fectly  free  to  the  public  457A5  a ~^ads  were  per- 

Glengariff  was  Lady  ArdilWR  Af+0t»r  demesne  in 
was  more  a garden  thsn  a Jo  ’ Beenan,  which 
a?  addition  to  it  lately  bv  the™^™^,’  had  been 

of  Ferrers,  45784-5.  7 7 the  d atb  of  the  Countess 


w "°AT  Slip  at  Mhccaragh. 
*■%  «■ 
**  rcoSStion'fi  tiTTS 
■“ hid  - Sd- 
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small  portions  of  good  land;  tenants  had  grazing 
rights  over  mountains  and  were  generally  well  off  for 
fuel ; there  were  valuable  fishings  on  the  seaboard 
45788. — Standard  of  comfort  in  Berehaven  equal  to 
that  in  poor  parts  of  Kilkenny  and  Carlow  ; houses 
as  good  ; no  considerable  extents  of  pasture  nor  of 
land  suitable  for  dividing  up  ; commonage  fairly  and 
fully  occupied ; cattle  sold  in  autumn  fairs  in  good, 
store  condition ; bulls  supplied  by  landlord  in  certain 
districts  some  years  ago,  45801. 

Fishing  Facilities  should  be  considered  in  fixing 
Judicial  Rents. 

Fishing  facilities  should  be  considered  in  fixing 
judicial  rents ; landlord  was  entitled  to  benefit  from 
position  since  the  drawbacks  were  considered  in  fixing 
rent,  45788-98. — Tenants  often  were  fishing  when  they 
ought  to  be  looking  after  the  farms,  45789. — By  Act 
of  1881  the  Land  Commission  was  directed  to  take 
into  account  all  the  circumstances  of  the  holding 
45797,  45800. — Till  recently  Irish  farmers  had  main- 
tenance of  all  roads ; their  ability  to  take  road  con- 
tract being  due  to  fact  that  they  were  farmers  and  had 
horses  idle  at  certain  times  of  year ; that  was  another 
economic  advantage  of  holding  farms,  45799. 


Age  at  which  Stock  was  Sold. 

Small  men  kept  stock,  as  a rule,  till  two  or  three 
years  old  in  Kenmare  and  Berehaven  districts;  in 
Longford  it  often  paid  better  to  sell  as  yearling, 
45802-5. — Animals  under  a year  old  sold  as  calves  at’ 
perhaps,  £3,  but,  as  a rule,  they  were  sold  at  home’ 
45806-9. 


Causes  of  Emigration. 

There  was  still  a great  deal  of  emigration  owing  to 
lack  of  congenial  employment  and  impatience  of 
parental  control ; cheap  and  improved  means  of  com- 
munication had  robbed  emigration  of  much  of  its 
terrors ; emigration  would  continue  while  standard  of 
wages  remained  low,  45809. — Moreover,  Irishmen  got 
on  well  ill  new  countries ; in  America  a man  always 
got  a civic  position  or  a vote  from  the  Town  Council, 
48510. 


J.UIGRATORY  -UABOUR. 


A few  men  migrated  as  labourers  to  South  Wales 
and  elsewhere ; this  temporary  absence  was  very  ad- 
vantageous ; men  earned  good  money,  which  they 
usually  saved  and  returned  more  tolerant  and  con- 
tented, 48511. 

Berehaven  Mining  Comfany. 

Berehaven  Mining  Company  had  their  headquarters, 
near  Allihies  and  Ballydonegan ; mines  produced 
copper  and  were  satisfactorily  worked  for  many  years, 
employing  1,300  men,  but  for  some  years  past  work- 
ing had  not  been  profitable ; experts  declared  that 
mineral  was  there,  but  more  capital  was  wanted  and 
was  hard  to  get  because  the  mines  were  in  Ireland, 
48511.  Capital  was  very  sensitive,  and  restless  con- 
aition  of  affairs  in  Ireland  kept  it  away,  45812-22.— 
ireople  in  London  possibly  thought  industry  would 
not  bear  the  addition  of  more  capital,  there  had  been 
a request  to  comply  if  there  were  a prospect  of  in- 
dustry struggling  to  its  feet  again,  45829. — Mines- 
were  on  different  estates,  45829.— A member  of  present 
trovernment  looked  at  a very  fine  demesne  for  sale 
ana  said  he  would  buy  it  at  once  but  for  the  disturbed 
condition  of  Ireland,  45823,  45830-1.— He  was- 

Tightened  by  the  socialistic  tendency  of  legislation 
tnough  he  was  a member  of  the  Government  re- 
sponsible for  it,  45832-5. 

Leigh- White  Estate  suited  to  be  taken  over  by 
Board. 

On  the  Leigh-White  Estate,  area  was  65,000  acres, 
average  rent,  £6,  rental,  £11,000  ; estate  was  emin- 
ently fitted  to  be  taken  over  by  Congested  Districts 
JBoard ; tenants  mostly  small  men,  tenacious  of  rights 
and.  fond  of  litigation,  needing  someone  in  authority 
?7  1 ,em  ^ arrange  and  stripe  property  and  make 
them  obey  regulations,  45836— Rents  not  exorbitant; 
mu  rental  received  from  1895-1905,  and  only  two 
ejectments  carried  out;  28  years’  purchase  given  on 
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an  average  for  tenants’  interests,  45836-8. — Rents 
uniformly  reduced  by  25  per  cent,  last  winter,  entire 
reduction  falling  on  landlord,  45838. 

Landowners’  Distrust  of  Land  Commission. 

Wholesale  and  uncalled  for  reductions  of  rent  had 
made  owners  distrust  fairness  of  Land  Commission ; 
all  parties  interested  concluded  that  steps  had  been 
taken  to  lower  generally  accepted  standards  of  value, 
45838,  45844,  45847-8.— Witness  could  speak  for  many 
people  in  association  with  the  land,  45846. — There  was 
no  great  increase  in  cost  of  living  or  labour,  45839-40. 
— Buit  standard  of  living  had  gone  up  and  there  must 
be  some  relation  between  cost  and  standard,  45839-43. 
— Reductions  to  which  witness  took  exceptions  were 
those  on  second  term  rents  within  last  year  or  year 
and  a half,  45850-1. — Additional  inspectors  and  Sub- 
Commissioners  having  been  appointed  who  took  an 
unfairly  low  standard  of  value,  45852. — Act  of  1906, 
by  reducing  inspection  from  two  Commissioners  to 
one  had  greatly  weakened  the  Land  Commission, 
•45853-5. — Men  now  appointed  were  apt  to  go  if  their 
services  were  not  satisfactory  to  the  powers  that  be, 
45856,  45865. — Remarks  applied  in  some  degree  to 
appointments  made  before  last  one  and  a half  years, 
but  test  had  been  withdrawn  and  witness  thought 
those  appointments  were  really  impartially  made, 
45857-60. — Removal  of  some  of  these  men  could  only 
be  explained  by  the  exigencies  of  the  political  situ- 
ation, 45861. — Witness  would  like  to  see  the  privi- 
lege availed  of  which  existed,  but  was  not  sufficiently 
well  known,  that  was,  that  landlord  and  tenant  could 
•apply  for  services  of  two  Commissioners  without  any 
preliminary  hearing  or  expense  of  valuing,  45862, 
45866. — Appointment  of  valuers  must  remain  with 
•Government,  45864. — In'  case  of  disagreement  there 
would  be  the  ordinary  appeal,  45868. — Appeals  were 
rare,  45869. — Commission  under  the  late  Government, 
which  was  supported  by  landlords,  had  been  strongly 
leavened  with  democratic  element  from  the  North  of 
Ireland ; the  Tory  Government  were  obliged  to  con- 
sider the  Ulster  tenant-farmer  who  was  just  as 
anxious  as  anyone  else  to  get  a cheap  rent,  though, 
•once  it  was  fixed  he  paid  it,  45869-75. 


Administrative  Persecution  of  Landlords  and 
Socialistic  Legislation. 

Government  had  resorted  to  administrative  perse- 
cution, 45876. — Witness  had  100  land  cases  in  one 
district,  and  three  days  before  cases  were  heard  a 
supplemental^  list  of  forty-six  cases  to  be  taken 
before  the  100  was  issued  .and  witness’s  protest  dis- 
regarded, 45877-81. — Tenants  ignorant  of  law  might 
require  more  indulgence  from  courts  than  the  other 
parties,  but  that  question  did  not  arise  in  present 
case,  45882. — Cases  were  put  in  at  request  of  soli- 
citor for  the  forty-six  tenants,  45985.— Legislation 
had  been  most  one-sided ; Act  of  1857  empowered 
lessees,  but  not  lessors,  to  get  their  contracts  broken, 
45876,  45897-8. — Act  of  1896  refused  to  allow  re-con- 
■sideration  when  judicial  rent  had  been  fixed  in  error, 
while  permitting  tenant  to  have  his  case  re-heard, 
45876.  Much  in  Act  of  1881  was  unnecessary ; it 
was  panic  legislation  and  might  have  been  so  framed 
as  to  avoid  necessity  for  subsequent  socialistic  legis- 
lation, 45884-6.— It  was  socialism  that  State  should 
do  for  an  individual  what  he  would  do  for  himself, 
nothing  could  be  more  socialistic  than  purchase  of 
land  on  public  credit,  45887-8.— But  witness  had  a 
good  deal  of  sympathy  with  much  that  had  been  done 
V*  jhe  way  of  making  roads,  piers,  etc.,  45889-92— 
And  preferred  socialism  to  confiscation,  45893.— He 
was  m favour  of  land  purchase,  as  the  only  solution 
•of  the  present  deadlock,  45896,  45899— Whole  trend 
legislation  was  socialistic,  45900— Witness  would 
give  every  facility  to  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
take  over  Bantry  Estate;  he  would  leave  the  records 
ior  past  twelve  yerrs  with  Commission,  45901-3. 

Work  of  Board  in  Berehaven. 

Boal;f  had  ,d<>ne  much  beneficial  work  in  Bere- 
4590?’  ^ b,7  1JmPro,v.lng  means  of  communication, 

* 0ard  lad  dechned  to  purchase  Puely  Es- 
tate on  terms  accepted  by  tenants,  45903. 

Sale  of  Dursey  Island. 

Board  had  offered  to  purchase  Dursey  Island  at  a 


price  that  owner  could  not  accept ; property  was 
subsequently  bought  by  tenants  at  a price  50  per  cent, 
in  excess  of  Board’s  offer,  45904-5. — Rents  had  been 
twice  reduced  and  tenants  were  perfectly  willing  to 
give  price  named,  45934. — Zones  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it,  45937. — Tenants  were  a better  judge  of  what 
they  could  pay  than  Board’s  inspector,  45935,  45938. 
— Date  of  transaction  was  about  two  years  ago,  45940. 
— Purchase  was  not  yet  finished ; Estates  Commis- 
sioners would  have  something  to  say  to  final  arrange- 
ments as  it  was  a judicially  rented  estate,  45906-8. — 
Board’s  valuer  (Mr.  Doran)  had  refused  to  supply  wit- 
ness with  detailed  valuation ; this  was  a Scar  Chamber 
method  of  dealing  fraught  with  evil,  45908-9,  45911, 
45932,  45938. — Same  thing  happened  in  regard  to 
arrangements  for  restoring  evicted  tenants,  45910, 
45912. — There  were  considerations  in  case  of  evicted 
tenants  which  ought  to  affect  price,  which  was  another 
reason  why  figures  should  be  given  in  detail,  45913-7. 
— No  evicted  tenants  on  Bantry  Estate,  45920. — 
Witness  had  lately  been  invited  to  confer  with  Com- 
missioners and  hoped  that  reinstatement  of  tenants  in 
question  would  result,  45921-2. 

Price  of  Small  Holdings. 

Number  of  years’  purchase  went  up  directly  in 
proportion  to  smallnes3  of  holdings  ; the  market  was 
wider  for  small  holdings  all  over  Ireland,  45923-5. — 
Average  for  large  holdings  was  about  eight  years’ 
purchase,  for  small,  20  to  25  years’,  45925. — Small 
holder  better  security  to  the  State  than  large  holder, 
45926. — Small  occupiers  in  districts  known  to  witness 
were  excellent  paying  tenants,  45928-9. 


ROYCROFT,  Mr.  E. 

Congestion. 

Area  of  Schull  Union  was  57,666  acres ; congested 
portion  41,669  acres ; poor  law  valuation  £15,607  15s., 
of  congested  portion  £11,409  7s. ; population  10,243, 
congested  portion  8,159 ; people  lived  by  fishing  and 
cultivating  small  patches  of  land ; seaboard  was  very 
congested,  many  holdings  being  only  £2  or  £3  valua- 
tion, 45944. — Large  dairy  holdings  and  untenanted 
land  should  be  divided  among  small  holders,  45993. — 
Many  holdings  were  very  congested,  with  grass  for 
only  two  or  three  cows,  but  land  available  for  migra- 
tion was  very  limited ; there  were  two  dairy  farms, 
one  near  Goleen,  another  at  D unbeacon ; 300  or  400 
acres  would  be  available,  and  it  was  close  to  many 
holdings,  so  they  could  have  their  borders  enlarged, 
45994-9.  B 

Piers. 

More  piers  and  slips  should  be  built  along  the 
seaboard;  Schull  pier  was  quite  inadequate  for  coal 
business  and  for  foodstuffs  landed,  and  ought  to  be 
enlarged  and  slip  made  at  end  of  it;  also  sheds 
ought  to  be  erected  for  curing  fish,  45944,  45954-7. — 
Eight  years  ago  Congested  Districts  Board  had  made 
contribution  of  £400,  45974-5— Two  or  three  small 
slips  had  been  built  at  Dunkelly  and  other  places, 
and  more  were  required,  45976. 


Seaboard  districts  of  Dunmanus,  Goleen,  Toor- 
more,  Crookhaven,  and  Schull  were  congested ; people 
lived  chiefly  by  fishing,  though  some  worked  in  mines 
and  as  sailors;  fishing  could  be  greatly  improved  if 
there  were  close  season  against  trawlers  in  spawning 
season;  also  if  small-meshed  nets  were  used,  so  that 
immature  fish  might  not  be  caught,  45945— Sailing 
trawlers  were  allowed  and  steam  trawlers  under  20 
tons,  45946— Fishermen  would  not  use  large-meshed 
nets  unless  it  were  compulsory,  45950— Some  had 
modern  appliances,  but  others  could  not  afford  them ; 
if  they  had  them  they  could  better  compete  with 
Manx,  Scotch,  and  French  fishermen,  and  if  Con- 
gested  Districts  Board  could  supply  apparatus  they 
could  do  much  better,  45959— Congested  Districts 
Board  had  spent  money  on  piers  during  past  years 
aided  by  grants  from  County  Council,  but  amount 
had  been  too  small,  45959. — Fish  was  sold  straight 
to  buyers  and  taken  to  Liverpool  and  America ; spring 
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ROY CROFT,  Mb.  E. — continued. 

mackerel  were  sold  fresh;  in  autumn  it  was  cured, 
45960-5. — Mackerel  was  caught  with  seine  nets ; 
generally  two  boats  to  each  net,  45967-72. — Probably 
800  to  1,000  lived  by  fishing  in  Schull  rural  district, 
but  a number  of  people  did  not  live  by  fishing, 
45983-4. — Some  were  half  farmers,  with  one  or  two 
cows  and  an  acre  or  two  of  potatoes,  46014-5. — Long- 
line  fishing  should  be  developed;  men  from  Isle  of 
Man  all  fished  in  that  way;  with  proper  appliances 
men  of  Schull  would  do  that,  46016. — Herring  fish- 
ing was  more  on  the  Bantry  side;  mackerel  was  more 
profitable,  so  people  had  gone  in  more  for  that;  it 
was  also  easier,  46017-22. 

Roads. 

Roads  were  very  much  required  in  some  congested 
portions;  one  place  particularly  was  one  mile  from 
main  road  at  Dunbeacon,  and  there  was  no  way  of 
getting  to  road  except  across  fields;  a grant  from 
Board  to  connect  that  with  main  road  was  needed, 


ROYCROFT,  Mr.  E. — continued. 


Re- Afforestation. 

Large  scheme  of  tree  planting  should  be  under- 
taken; there  was  plenty  of  waste  land,  and  it  would 
give  employment  and  afford  shelter,  45985. — There 
was  some  grazing  on  the  land,  but  no  tillage,  45987. 
— About  100  acres  had  been  planted  on  Mount 
Gabriel  70  years  before,  but  it  had  been  cut  down 
and  sold  by  landlord  before  selling  to  tenant,  45988- 
91- — Another  mountain  belonged  to  Lord  Bantry; 
before  selling  to  tenants  he  had  offered  to  sell  to 
County  Council  for  planting,  45992. 

Land  Purchase. 

Good  many  tenants  had  purchased  under  Land 
Purchase  Acts ; Lord  Bandon  was  first  to  agree  with 
tenants;  but  other  landlords  and  agents  refused  to 
come  to  terms ; witness  proposed  that  Congested  Dis- 
tncts  Board  should  buy  from  them  and  sell  to  ten- 
ants, 46000.— Dairy  farmers  were  let  by  owners  to 
dany men ; so  that  if  Board  bought  all  these  lands 
o e JlvaiIabIe  for  enlargement  straightaway, 
46001-2.  They  were  on  Mr.  O’ Grady’s,  Mr.  Somer- 
villes, and  Captain  Townsend’s  Estates,  46003. 

Tenants  were  very  anxious  to  buy,  as  they  were  pay- 
P?UC1  more  rent  than  their  neighbours ; they 
ottered  8ame  terms  as  neighbours  had  purchased  at 
£nder  °f  10O3,  but  were  refused,  46004-8— Long- 
fteld  Estate  was  not  in  this  district,  46040.— Lord 
Llinton  had  been  approached,  but  he  wanted  too  high 
a price,  and  gave  a reduction  of  only  4s.  in  £ • while 
teMte  wanted  7,  64  and  Ss.  U.  on  first  and  second 
term  rents  respectively,  46041-8,-Lord  Bendon,  Mr, 
Hehir,  Colonel  Speight,  and  Edenbm-gh  Assurance 
Wm  ?rTiP“1  landlords  who  had  sold, 
46049— Average  had  been  19  to  20  years’  purchase 
' AOt  l90?'  «®U-On.  had  been  sofd 
Ashbourne  Act  at  11  or  12  years’  purchase,  46052. 

Migration. 

colonies  of  people  would  be  glad  to  migrate 
if  land  were  available  elsewhere;  if  one  out  of  three 
weie  migrated,  land  vacated  would  be  used  for  en- 
Sellt  ,of  exisfcln£  holdings;  they  would  prefer 
migration  to  emigration,  46009-13.  1 

Bacon-curing. 

„Aac°?~cm:ing  factory  should  be  started  as  that  was 
C l8~T “*8  ; P^P1*  had  b«ng  pigs  a 

long  way  to  market,  46022— Pigs  were  now  sent  to 
andeDeoknlJ‘U-t  'n™!  factory  woull  save  cost  of  transit 
and  people  in  district  would  receive  profit  now  re- 
ceived at  Limerick,  46023-6.  P 

Reclamation. 

““I  reclaimed  it  would  free  a great  dcaTS 
to  £700°Ubut  if1  Board  had  estimated  cost  at  £600 
would  be  » 

some  local  coiitvihntfnT+’  h a'P,  .re  would  be 


not  undertake  too  much,  46030. — It  was  on  Lord 

Clinton’s  Estate  and  was  not  sold  yet,  46033-4 pa 

mers  were  not  getting  any  redress  from  landlords" 
but  had  to  pay  heavy  rents  all  the  same  46038.  ' 

Tramway  and  Steamers. 

Schull  and  Skibbereen  Tramway  caused  great  loss 
to  ratepayers  in  keeping  up  rolling  stock;  curves 
were  short  and  pull  was  great  on  engines;  Congested 
Districts  Board  should  give  some  subsidy;  some6 time 
ago  Board  gave  £500  a year  to  Clyde  Shipping  Com 
pany  and  their  steamer  used  to  call  at  Schull  but 
they  had  discontinued  it;  if  £500  a year  were  given 
to  Tramway  it  could  be  much  improved  and  rates 
could  be  cheapened,  46053— Line  belonged  to  Countv 
Council,  who  ran  it  by  Committee  of  ManasenW 
46054— When  subsidised  steamer  ceased 
foodstuffs,  etc.,  were  supplied  from  Limerick 
46056— Steamer  called  once  a week  with  meal  flour 
and  bran,  46058-60— Clyde  Shipping  Company’s 
steamer  used  to  ply  between  Cork,  Schull,  Bantry 
Castletown,  Cahirciveen,  and  Dingle,  46061  —If 
Board  would  only  transfer  subsidy  to  tramway  it 
would  greatly  benefit  the  people,  46062— Ninepence 
was  paid  m the  pound  as  guarantee,  46063— Tnam- 
way  had  been  badly  constructed,  and  contractor 
boasted  that  he  made  £25,000  out  of  it,  as  he  had 
been  able  to  gull  old  Grand  Jury,  46064— Greater 
part  of  light  railway  kept  to  the  road,  but  contractor 
had  bought  bad  land  cheaply  and  run  all  sorts  of 
sharp  curves  over  it;  £57,000  had  been  spent  on  it 
but  contractor  did  not  spend  £3,000  a mile,  46066-7’ 
Two  trains  ran  each  way  daily,  sometimes  three  in 
summer,  guaranteed  at  5 per  cent.,  46068-9— Trea- 
sury paid  two-fifths,  46071. 

Rates. 

2s.  9 d.  in  £ was  not  excessive  rate  for  agricul 
tural  land;  separate  charges  were  what  were  com- 
plained of,  46073. — There  were  separate  charges  for 
public  health,  water,  etc.,  46074. 

Postal  Facilities. 

Postal  arrangements  very  very  bad ; mail  left  SMb- 
bereen  at  2 p.m.  one  day  and  was  delivered  at  Schull 
at  ten  o’clock  next  morning;  Schull,  Crookhaveu, 
Loleen,  Ballydehob  were  last  villages  served,  46075.— 
Mai  * carried  by  light  railway,  but  by  mail 

car,  46076— Postal  authorities  would  not  give  enough 
subsidy,  46077— Mr.  Burke,  of  Skibbereen,  gave  evi- 
dence before  Railway  Commission  respecting  it,  and 
witness  might  be  called  later  on,  46078-80— If  sub- 
Wyfc nn grallted  trains  would  be  made  to  suit  post 
office,  46081. — Authorities  responsible  would  be  willing 
to  accept  any  fair  terms  to  accelerate  service,  460824. 
— Special  tram  would  have  to  be  arranged  which 
would  also  carry  passengers,  46085-7. 

Minerals. 

District  haJ  large  mineral  deposits;  Congested 
instincts  Board  should  send  down  expert  to  test 
mineral  resources  and  report  upon  them ; if  diamond- 
Dormg  machine  were  sent  down  it  would  have  good 
wfu  llveTng,milles  from  Skibbereen  to  Mizen 
Head,  46087— People  wanted  Board  to  do'  boring,  as 
n°f  want  to  invest  money  without  seeing 
wiiat  they  were  going  to  do,  46088— Copper  mines 
were  working  ; £30,000  to  £40,000  had  been  laid  out 
on  plant,  and  they  employed  a good  many  men,  over 
one  hundred,  46089-91. — State  should  do  something 
tor  mineral  resources  of  country,  46090— If  they  did 
0thers  would  work  them  if  worth  while, 
Miners  earned  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
s i mgs  a week;  if  mines  were  developed  there  would 
be  employment  for  600  men;  this  in  addition  to  fish- 
mg  would  be  great  help,  46096— Some  copper  had 
been  sent  to  Swansea,  46097— Smelting  had  not  been 
. ? so  *ar>  hut  would  be  eventually;  at  Ballycum- 
ffiisky,  plant  costing  £20,000  had  been  put  up,  as 
a wascoPPer  there;  there  was  barytes  mines  four 
rnrZlt  miles  away ; copper  mines  had  stopped  when 
g0t  -cheaP  ;„now  Price  had  gone  up  they  had 
/ie:nnoin  V.1*  ®tate  did  boring,  capitalists  would 
rtT+v6°98'~^epartment  had  giyen  almost  a promise 
that  they  would  'send  boring  machine,  46099. 
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Live-stock  Scheme. 

.Regarding  live-stock  scheme,  complaint  was  made 
that  congested  districts  were  not  treated  so  well  as 
richer  districts,  46101. — Half-bred  sires  which  had 
been  sent  down  were  not  always  suitable,  though 
they  sometimes  were,  46102. — Nominations  were  given 
on  basis  of  valuation,  46104. — Schemes  were  working 
well  on  the  whole ; good  bulls  had  been  sent,  46105-6. 


O'BRIEN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Congestion. 

Witness  had  been  negotiating  sale  of  estate  of  3,200 
acres ; average  area  of  holding  was  33  acres ; average 
valuation  £9 ; that  meant  pool-  land,  as  33  acres 
would  be  valued  at  £20  if  good,  46108. — Holdings 
could  be  enlarged  by  having  cut-away  bog  and  other 
wet  land  drained,  and  where  holdings  were  badly 
arranged  there  should  be  re-striping  and  re-fencing ; 
this  would-  increase  arable  land  from  15  to  20  per 
cent.  ; in  many  holdings  out-offices  and  dwellings 
were  bad  and  insanitary ; improvements  could  be 
brought  about  by  Government  advancing  cheap  money 
at  land  purchase  interest  to  people  willing  to  im- 
prove on  specified  plans  ; agriculture  should  be  taught 
in  rural  schools,  46109. — These  uneconomic  holdings 
of  33  acres,  valued  at  £9,  could  be  improved  by  better 
methods  of  agriculture,  46110-2. — £9  holding  should 
be  doubled  to  make  economic  holding,  46113. — 60  or  70 
acres  would  be  required  of  that  class  of  land  to  make 
holdings  economic,  46114. — Plan  for  advancing  money 
would  cause  great  improvement  in  dwellings  ; Board 
of  Works  charged  too  high  interest;  expenses  were 
too  high,  and  time  for  re-payment  was  too  short, 
46116-21. — If  farmer  had  33-acre  farm,  and  could  get 
money  at  2|  per  cent.,  and  had  sons  to  work  for  him, 
it  would  be  inducement  for  sons  to  remain  at  home, 
46122. — In  time  holding  would  be  improved,  though  it 
might  never  be  economic,  46123-4. — Agricultural  Com- 
mittee gave  prizes  to  increase  tillage,  but  most  of 
prizes  went  to  large  holders  of  forty  acres  ; prizes 
must  be  given  to  small  holders,  and  doubled  if  people 
were  to  return  to  tillage,  46125. — Small  holders  really 
required  three  times  as  much  help  as  large  holders, 
46127. — Prizes  were  given  by  County  Committee  of 
Agriculture  for  increase  of  -tillage  in  Cork ; no  oue 
was  eligible  for  prizes  wlio  had  not  one-fiftli  of  his 
holding  under  tillage,  46129. — Small  holders  were  not 
eligible  at  all ; valuation  of  £15  to  £40  were  in  one 
class,  from  £40  to  £80  in  another,  and  over  £80  in 
another,  46132. — Class  below  £15  belonged  to  Munster 
Agricultural  Institute,  not  to  Committee  of  Agricul- 
ture, 46133. — From  point  of  view  of  getting  land 
under  tillage  there  was  much  to  be  said  for  scheme 
of  County  Committee,  46137. — And  it  had  increased 
tillage,  _ 46139. — Money  should  not  be  advanced  on 
land  not  purchased,  as  landlord  did  not  care  for  im- 
provements, except  to  raise  the  rent,  46140-1.— Excep- 
tions to  indifference  of  landlords  were  Lord  Bandon 
and  Mr.  Doherty,  46142. 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

Agriculture  should  be  taught  in  all  rural  schools ; 
children  were  absolutely  ignorant  of  everything  per- 
taining to  agriculture,  46143. — Plot  should  be  at- 
tached to  schools  to  teach  children  different  soils,  &c., 
and  teaching  should  include  knowledge  of  tree-plant- 
ing and  fruit-growing,  46144. — School  teachers  could 
not  do  this,  but  special  agricultural  teacher  could 
attend  two  or  three  schools  a week,  46145-7. — If 
children  were  early  given  taste  for  agriculture  they 
were  more  likely  to  remain  on  the  land,  46148-52. — 
Agricultural  instructor  had  a few  experimental  plots 
m the  district,  46153. 


Fruit-Growing. 

Fruit-growing  should  be  encouraged  ; some  parts  of 
district  were  specially  suitable  for  it ; bounties  or 
premiums  should  be  given  to  induce  small  farmers 
to  start  planting  orchards,  46153. 


O’BRIEN,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 

Rents  and  Valuations. 

All  holdings  should  be  inspected  before  sales  were 
concluded ; no  money  should  be  advanced  for  agree- 
ments between  landlord  and  tenant ; landlords  often 
offered  some  reduction,  which  tenants  grasped  at, 
when  they  might  have  had  greater  reduction  by  going 
into  court,  46155. — Sometimes  Land  Commission  fixed 
too  high  rent,  but  they  were  better  than  agents  ; when 
ten-ante  were  buying  they  took  nothing  into  considera- 
tion except  present  advantages;  on  that  account  all 
holdings  should  be  inspected,  46156.— 33  acres  with 
valuation  of  £9  was  uneconomic  holding,  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  make  it  economic,  but  perhaps  not  im- 
possible, 46157-61. — It  would  be  mountain  land  and 
cut-away  bog,  46162.—  About  one-fourth  of  such  hold- 
ings could  be  tilled,  46166. — In  one  holding  witness 
knew  there  were  52  acres,  and  24  were  arable,  46167. 
— Valuation  of  24  acres  would  be  about  15s.  an  acre, 
46168. — Economic  holding  would  he  one  valued  at 
from  18  to  £20 ; all  arable  land,  46170-1. — Depart- 
ment’s definition  was  that  there  should  be  50  acres 
of  arable  land  to  make  an  economic  holding,  -but  they 
reduce  it  to  30  where  two  farms  would  come  together, 
and  join  horses  for  ploughing,  46172-4.  —Congested 
Districts  Board’s  definition  was  _ 25  acres,  46175. — 
There  were  many  holdings  under  £5  valuation 
varying  from  3 to  117  acres,  46176. 

Migration. 

People  would  probably  migrate  if  they  had  not  to 
go  too  far,  46177-8. — There  Was  very  little  land  in 
district  available  for  enlargement ; one  dairy  farm 
was  held  from  year  to  year ; there  were  about  twelve 
cows  on  farm,  46179. 

Dairying. 

Dairy  system  was  dying  out,  46180.— There  were  no 
creameries  in  district ; most  holders  were  getting  hand 
separators,  and  making  butter  themselves ; price  of 
butter  was  very  poor,  46181-3.— Cause  of  decay  in. 
dairying  was  that  money  could  not  be  made  out  of  it ; 
farmers  were  now  going  in  for  dry  stock,  46213. — 
Ranching  system  was  taking  place  of  dairy  system, 
46214. — Such  farms  were  really  non-residential  graz- 
ing farms,  and  should  be  taken  for  enlargement  of 
holdings,  46216-9. 

Parish  Committee. 

There  was  no  Parish  Committee,  though  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  willingly  given  money,  when 
asked,  for  other  things,  46184-6. 

Live  Stock  Schemes. 

Live  stock  scheme  had  been  started  by  Congested' 
Districts  Board,  but  taken  over  by  Department  of 
Agriculture,  which  had  not  improved  matters,  as- 
there  was  no  bull  in  district  now,  46194.— County 
Committee  was  responsible,  but  majority  of  people 

took  no  interest  in  improvement  of  breed,  46195-7. 

Now  it  took  £12  to  buy  a pnre-bred  bull ; Congested 

Districts  Board  used  to  do  it  cheaper,  46199. 

Hackney  stallions  had  been  introduced,  but  were  not 
a success,  46201. — Pure-bred  draught  horse  and  a 
thoroughbred  should  be  sent,  46202.— Schemes  which 
suited  richer  districts  did  not  suit  poorer  ones,  46205. 
—Poor  districts  needed  proportionately  more  help 
than  richer  ones,  though  tendency  of  County  Com- 
mittees w,as  to  give  sums  proportionate  to  rates 
raised,  46206-7. — There  were  only  13  nominations  of 
mares  in  Bantry  and  Schull  districts ; value  of  each 
was  £3 ; money  should  be  halved  and  nominations 
doubled,  46208.— There  should  be  special  schemes 
suited  for  poor  districts,  as  they  had  not  same  class 
of  animals  as  richer  districts  had,  46209-11. 


O’CONNELL,  Rev.  JOHN. 


Industries. 

Principal  industries  were  fishing  and  mining,  if 
these  could  be  helped  by  Congested  Districts  Board  .it 
would  be  great  advantage  to  district,  46220. — Lace 
class  had  begun  well,  thirty  or  forty  girls  were  in 
class  and  were  doing  well,  -16237. 
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O’CONNELL,  Rev.  JOHN — continued. 

Piers. 

Pier  would  require  extension  and  sheds  should  be 
built  for  curing  fish,  46221. — Pier  had  been  extended 
about  sixty  feet  some  years  ago,  46222. — State  con- 
tributed half  and  county  half,  £1,200  was  estimate, 
it  would  require  to  be  extended  another  60  or  100 
feet,  it  was  very  inconvenient  in  fishing  season, 
46223. 


Fisheries. 

There  had  been  no  increase  in  fisheries  lately,  last 
year  fish  came  very  late,  in  December,  46225. — 
Mackerel  was  chief  fish,  and  there  was  trawling  for 
turbot,  sole,  and  plaice,  46228. — Two  islands,  West 
Calf  and  Middle  Calf,  required  slips,  46229. — -There 
were  only  a few  people  on  them,  46231-2.— Fishing 
was  capable  of  development,  but  there  was  little  com- 
petition between  buyers,  it  had  been  suggested  that 
Board  should  send  buyer,  46242. — In  autumn  fishing 
many  fish  were  cured,  46244. — There  should  be  close 
season  for  trawling,  46244. — Larger-meshed  nets 
fishermen  could  make  themselves,  46245. 

Parish  Committee. 

There  was  no  Parish  Committee  though  it  would 
be  very  good  thing ; people  were  not  persevering,  they 
let  things  drop,  46234-6. — Where  they  had  been 
started  there  was  great  improvement  in  out-offices, 
eto.,  it  was  not  difficult  to  get  one  started,  46240-1. 

Congested  Districts  Board. 

District  was  not  sufficiently  represented  on  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  it  ought  to  have  a represen- 
tative of  its  own,  46237. 

Postal  Arrangements. 

Postal  facilities  were  very  inadequate,  car  con- 
tract should  be  given  up  and  letters  should  be  carried 
by  tramway,  46245. — Present  contractor  did  it  for 
£200  a year,  railway  company  offered  to  do  it  for 
£250,  post  arrived  at  9.30  a.m.,  just  as  train  left, 
so  if  people  were  travelling  they  could  not  have  letters 
before  starting,  46246-9. 


JA.GOE.  Mr.  ABRAHAM — continued. 

Piers. 

Schull  pier  needed  enlargement,  46283.— It  had  been 
enlarged  by  old  Grand  Jury,  but  that  was  not  suffi. 
cient  46285. 


Postal  Arrangements. 

Postal  arrangements  were  very  poor,  Treasury  had 
been  asked  for  £100  a year  as  subsidy  to  tramway 
but  they  would  nor  give  it,  46286.— £200.  was  present 
contract,  another  £100  was  needed  if  tramway  were 
to  carry  mails,  46287-90. — This  would  help  rates 
46291. 


Fruit  and  Vegetables. 

Fruit  and  vegetables  Should  be  grown,  witness  had 
offered  ten-acre  pot  for  experiments  to  see  what  could 
be  done,  if  this  were  encouraged  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  have  depot  for  buying  from  people  and 
then  sending  away  in  bulk,  46292. — They  would  go 
by  rail  to  Cork,  thence  to  England,  46293. — District 
round  Schull  was  well  suited  to  production  of  early 
potatoes,  cauliflowers,  etc.  46296-8. — Quick  and 

through  train  service  would  be  absolutely  necessary 
46299. 


Fisheries. 

Fish  was  sent  by  rail  to  Cork,  mackerel  was  cured 
there,  spring  fish  were  brought  to  Baltimore,  a Liver- 
pool man  had  steamers  and  took  away  fish  for  Ameri- 
can market,  46300. 


Tramway  and  Steamers. 


Tramway  carried  bran,  flour,  etc.,  which  came  by 
steamer  from  Limerick,  and  Cork,  46302.— Russell’s 
of  Limerick  ran  their  own  steamer  to  Schull,  46303. 
— They  distributed  up  and  down  the  coast,  but  did 
not  carry  passengers,  46305-6. — Other  firms  sent 
down  steamers  occasionally,  46307-9. — Clyde  Shipping 
Company  had  stopped  running  when  subsidy  was 
withdrawn,  46310. 


JAGOE,  Mr.  ABRAHAM. 


DALY,  Mr.  RICHARD. 


Minerals. 


Mineral  Rights. 


Mineral  resources  of  district  should  be  developed, 
46251. — Diamond  drills  should  be  provided  for  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  what  minerals  there  were,  several 
mines  were  working,  46253.— No  district  had  shipped 
any  ore  yet,  46254. — Barytes  mines  had  been  working 
for  fifty  years,  they  were  not  in  prosperous  condition, 
copper  mines  'had  been  abandoned  owing  to  low  price 
of  copper,  but  had  begun  again  now,  as  copper 
commanded  higher  price,  46255.— They  had  better 
chance  now  as  machinery  was  improved,  46257.— 
Price  of  copper  was  likely  to  be  maintained,  46258.— 
Electricity  had  -helped  to  bring  it  more  into  use, 
46260. — Surface  indications  showed  probability  of' 
copper,  sinking  shafts  was  expensive,  but  boring 
machinery  would  be  cheaper,  46262, 


Mining  Facilities. 

No  boring  had  been  done,  46265.— There  was  <»e 
logical  survey -of  district  which  mining  people  said  w, 
46267-8.— Witness,  had  gone  up  to  Dublin 
Depaitmeiu,  but  they  gave  no  encouragement  as  th< 
said  they  had  no  funds  available,  46269.— Drills  we 
veiy  exp™,,™  .x  they  l„d  to  be  renewed  often,  to, 
was  soft,  but  hard  was  better,  46270-1  —Witness  so 

™ted  that  drilling  n,ad.i„e\l,„nUbe  pSed " 

Mate  as  shaf.-sinkirg  was  so  expensive,  46272 Ms 

S for  six  months  and  then  gi- 

11  UP>.  46276.— District  was  congested,  but  there  wj 
very  little  unteiianted  land  available,  46278-9.—  Coi 
ges_ed  Districts  Board  should  tap  mineral  weaith  al- 
so remove  congestion  by  giving  employment,  46280 


Mineral  Bill  now  before  Parliament  ought  to  be 
pressed  on  as  far  as  possible;  employment  was  the 
thing  next  in  importance  to  Home  Rule,  46314,  46329, 
46346. — Tenants  who  had  minerals  on  their  lands 
ought  to  have  the  mineral  rights,  46316-7. — They  were 
not  included  in  purchase ; witness  understood  they 
would  be  vested  in  Land  Commission,  46335. — In  1852. 
when  Dr.  Hickson  bought  the  land,  he  bought  the 
mineral  rights,  46316,  46325-7. — Land  would  be  ex- 
empt from  that  only  by  special  contract,  46327-8.— 
The  present  Government  would  be  more  justified  in 
selling  the  mineral  rights  because  they  were  selling 
to  tenants  who  had  to  meet  them  for  68g  years  what- 
ever happened,  46316,  46318,  46331.— Object  of  Land 
Purchase  Act  was  to  do  away  with  dual  ownership ; 
if  there  were  to  be  two  owners  of  mineral  rights  that 
object  would  be  defeated,  46317,  46330.— Witness  be- 
lieved that  tlie  Amending  Act  was  to  give  Land  Com- 
mission power  to  restore  mineral  rights  free,  whatever 
terms  they  would  be  under,  46319. — At  present  the 
landlord  owned  the  minerals  before  sale  and  it  was 
unfair  to  keep  back  mineral  rights  from  purchasing 
tenants ; either  a deduction  for  supposed  value  of 
minerals  should  be  made  from  purchase  price,  or 
mineral  rights  should  be  given  over  to  tenant  entire, 
46321-4. — Tenant  would  be  prepared  to  buy  mineral 
lights  if  he  could  not  get  them  free,  46332-4.— Or  they 
might  be  leased  to  tenant  in  occupation,  46336-9. — 
But  tenant  purchaser  should  have  first  claim  only 
when  he  was  willing  to  develop  the  minerals,  46342-3. 
— A few  men  from  Ballydehob  were  working  in  the 
mines,  46347. — Witness  had  a mine  of  his  own,  46348. 
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MCCARTHY,  Mr.  FI.OREN CE — continued. 


Piers. 

As  far  back  as  1883  witness  had  tried  to  get  the 
Piers  and  Harbour  Commission  to  improve  the  piers, 
46350-1.— Crookhaven  pier  was  in  a bad  condition  ; 
the  place  was  owned  by  Lord  Eglinton,  an  absentee, 
who  took  no  interest  in  anything  but  his  rents  ; some 
members  of  the  then  Government  came  to  Crookhaven 
in  1891,  Lord  Zetland,  who  was  one  of  them,  nearly 
having  a fatal  accident  owing  to  the  conditions  of 
the  pier,  46351. 


Fishing  Industry. 

Witness  had  tried  to  start  a co-operative  fishing 
company,  but  was  prevented  by  influence  of 
some  other  districts  and  of  the  late  Father 
Davis  ; fishing  was  altogether  in  the  hands  of  English 
buyers,  who  treated  fishermen  worse  than  slaves, 
46351. — Part  of  the  money  spent  on  Boards,  Depart- 
ments, and  Royal  Commissions  would  be  more  usefully 
spent  on  improving  condition  of  the  people ; witness 
got  a miserable  loan  from  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  provide  a boat,  which  he  called  the  “ Self- 
Reliance,”  it  was  this  boat  that  effected  the  rescue 
of  the  Fastnet  Lightkeepers  some  years  ago ; the  loan 
was  paid  off  ; he  also  get  a small  loan  of  Sir  T. 
Brady’s  private  fund  for  helping  fishermen,  and  these 
small  loans  had  been  very  useful,  46351. — People  from 
other  countries  came  and  fished  while  Irish  people 
emigrated ; Crookhaven  was  once  the  most  prosperous 
place  in  Ireland  and  ten  times  its  present  size ; its 
decline  was  not  entirely  due  to  want  of  fishing  appli- 
ances, but  largely  to  modern  improvements  which  had 
ruined  ports  of  call  all  over  the  United  Kingdom, 
46351. — At  one  time  the  County  Council  was  prepared 
to  offer  a system  of  bounties  for  fishermen,  and  then 
again  the  Department  stepped  in  and  said  the  County 
Council  had  no  power,  46363-4,  46366. 


Transit  Difficulties. 

A mode  of  carrying  fish  was  needed  as  well  as 
piers  and  roads,  46352. — The  tramway  was  fifteen 
miles  away  and  twenty-one  miles  from  another  part 
of  the  district  witness  was  speaking  of,  46353. — Roads 
would  require  some  expenditure  before  they  were  in 
a condition  to  accommodate  motors,  46354. — Extension 
of  the  tramway  to  Crookhaven  would  be  a means  of 
collecting  fish  ; it  had  been  pressed  on  Mr.  Balfour 
in  1890,  46355-6. — A scheme  for  carrying  a line  of 
railway  to  Crookhaven  from  Durrus  in  connection 
with  carriage  of  mails  had  fallen  through  in  con- 
sequence of  increased  speed  of  steamers,  46356. — If 
the  tramway  were  extended  via  Dunmanus  Bay  it 
would  tap  the  bay  and  relieve  ratepayers  of  the  dis- 
trict who  paid  about  £4,000  a year  in  connection  with 
the  tramway  which  was  built  under  a guarantee  ; £l 
shares  stood  at  27 s.  to  28s.  and  the  guarantee  was  5 
per  cent.,  46358-61. — It  ought  to  be  possible  to  pass 
a short  amending  Act  compelling  shareholders  to  sell 
their  shares  at  par,  46361.— Line  cost  £4,000  a mile 
and  more  ; it  could  have  been  made  cheaper  ; part  of 
it  did  not  cost  £1,000  a mile,  46362-3.— There  was  a 
short  extension  a few  years  ago  at  cost  of  ratepayers, 
which  would  be  a great  source  of  revenue  if  fishing 
were  developed ; the  London  Company  man,  Mr. 
Avigdore,  came  down  and  entertained  members  of  the 
Orand  Jury  lavishly,  with  result  that  railway  work 
was  scamped,  old  engines  and  wagons  passed,  and  in 
six  months  the  whole  thing  broke  down,  new  wagons 
having  to  be  purchased  and  new  engines  hired,  46363. 


Poverty  of  District. 

During  the  distress  of  1890  relief  works  were  started 
at  Dough ; starving  people  were  compelled  to  walk 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles,  men,  women,  and  girls,  and 
break  stones  on  the  roadside  ; the  work  selected  was 
the  widening  of  a road  already  too  wide  for  the 
traffic, ^ whereas  the  building  of  small  piers  near  the 
people  s homes  would  have  been  a practical  and  useful 
work,  46351.— Works  carried  out  were  monuments  of 
tne  bungling  associated  with  everything  connected  with 
Board  of  Works  and  had  cost  the  district  much 
money  ; over  £200  special  grant  had  to  be  made  some 
years  ago  and  the  contractor  relieved  of  his  work; 
tne  road  was  constantly  flooded  and  lives  of  children 
fifung  to  school  in  danger,  46351.— The  Department 
w PLTcr  .to  ^ UP  creameries,  which  were  anything 
cut  a bl«ramg  to  the  towns  and  villages,  46364-5. 


Re- Afforestation. 

Witness  had  done  his  best  to  push  on  tree-planting, 
and  as  much  as  10,000  to  15,000  acres  of  land  was 
offered  for  that  purpose  in  the  county  six  years  ago  ; 
then  Department  of  Agriculture  stepped  in  and  said 
that  witness  and  his  friends  on  the  County  Council 
had  no  power  to  do  anything  in  connection  with  the 
tree-planting  scheme,  46363. — Re-afforesting  would  give 
a great  deal  of  employment  and  improve  the  climate  ; 
value  of  timber  was  increasing,  46367. — There  was  no 
direct  importation  of  timber  into  Schull,  but  foreign 
timber  was  used,  46368-71. 


In  1891  two  Manx  Companies  threatened  to  leave 
Crookhaven  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  pier ; to 
prevent  their  leaving  and  the  consequent  loss  of 
employment  witness  spent  £53  12s.  bd.  out  of  his 
own  pocket  to  improve  the  pier  and  had  never  been 
able  to  get  the  money  refunded  on  the  ground  that 
permission  was  given  for  its  expenditure, 
46371,  46375-80,  46384. — Formal  permission  ought  to 
be  required,  but  this  was  an  exceptional  case;  there 
was  a grant  of  £120  conditional  on  the  securing  of  a 
contribution  of  £50  ; witness  applied  to  Congested 
Districts  Board  who  had  not  decided  at  end  of  four 
months;  he  then  wrote  to  the  Mansion  House  Com- 
imttee  and  got  the  £50  on  condition  it  should  be 
refunded  if  the  Board  would  contribute  the  amount; 
the  Board  wrote  three  days  after  the  day  when  amount 
should  have  been  lodged  to  say  the  matter  would  be 
considered  at  their  next  meeting,  46372-4.— The  pier 
ran  out  just  beyond  witness’s  place  of  business,  but 
private  persons  should  not  be  expected  to  do  public 
works,  46381-4. — Two  or  three  members  of  the  Board 
came  on  the  Board’s  steamer  to  see  the  work  on  the 
pier  and  they  were  fully  under  the  impression  that 
they  were  doing  the  work  themselves;  they  were  in 
too  great  a hurry  to  go  to  Dunmanus  Head  or  Dun- 
a dinner  appointment  at  Glen- 
fdufi , 46383.— The  Board  were  consulted  ; witness  had 
been  trying  to  get  pier  improved  for  ten  or  eleven 
years,  and  money  was  spent  legitimately,  but  use- 
lessly- m other  ways,  46387-95. 


ROGERS,  Rev.  FRANCIS. 


’ xvuad  KKJUOED  AT 


A pier  and  road  were  much  needed  at  Golecn, 
Boards  consent  had  been  nearly  granted;  at  present- 
no  boat  of  any  size  could  land ; there  was  a small  pier 
ot  no  use  except  for  row  boats,  46397-8,  46402  —Wit- 
ness thought  the  vote  was  actually  made,  but  did  not 
know  for  what  amount,  46399-400.— It  was  five  miles 
fiom  Crookhaven  by  road,  two  by  ferry,  46401. — The 
s‘Ser  about  once  in  three  or  four  weeks, 

46407.— Roads  were  greatly  flooded  on  the  strand 
owing  to  the  sand  choking  it  up,  46407-8. 


MAHONEY,  Mr.  TIMOTHY. 


Pier  and  Road  needed  at  Goleen. 

Pier  at  Goleen  and  a little  approach  road  of  a few 
perches  were  badly  wanted,  46412.— The  Board  was 
giving  £400,  but  £200  more  was  wanted,  and  that  was 
a stumbling  block,  46413-4,  46419. 

Board  would  do  the  Work  better  than  a 
Contractor. 

If  the  Board  would  do  the  whole  thing  they  would 
do  it  better  than  a contractor,  46415-8. — That  was  Mr. 
Longford’s  opinion,  46424-5.— There  were  not  many 
contractors  in  the  district  who  would  take  up  the 
work,  46426. 

Floods  on  the  Strand. 

Another  work  that  would  have  to  be  grappled  with 
was  the  cutting  of  the  sand  bank,  which  was  cansing 
floods,  46420. — It  would  cost  at  least  £500  and  that, 
in  addition  to  £200  for  the  pier,  would  be  a very  heavy 
tax  on  ratepayers  of  Schull  Rural  District,  though 
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MAHONEY,  Mr.  TIMOTHY — continued. 

not  if  it  were  on  the  county-at-large,  46420,  46423, 
46426. — Landlord  certainly  ought  to  contribute  to  the 
opening  of  this  drain,  but  the  agent  would  do  nothing 
except  take  the  rent,  46436,  46442-3. — Only  a little  of 
rhe  landlord’s  land  suffered,  and  for  that  he  still  got 
rent,  46437-8. — His  point  was  that  the  county  au- 
thorities' ought  to  do  the  work,  it  was  a public  road, 
46438-40. — The  cutting  of  the  strand  was  a public 
necessity,  and  would  not  add  anything  to  purchase 
price  of  holding,  46444-5.— There  was  a great  deal  of 
valuable  manure  left  there  by  the  sea,  46444. — There 
was  a question  about  spending  money  on  improvement 
of  property  that  had  not  been  transferred  from  owner 
to  tenants,  but  witness  did  not  see  how  that  came  in 
with  regard  to  the  piers,  46434-5. 

Other  Pier  Accommodation  in  District. 

A pier  was  wanted  also  at  Dunkelly,  46426. — The 
Board  had  built  a pier  and  contributed  £90  (half  cost) 
towards  the.  making  of  a road  at  Gortduff,  which  had 
done  a lot  of  good  to  the  place,  46428-9. 

Curing  Sheds  needed. 

Curing  sheds  should  be  built  and  let  to  curers  at  a 
fair  rent,  46430. — Witness  did  not  know  many  curers 
resident  in  Schull,  but  he  cured  fish  on  his  own 
account,  46431. — Witness  had  seen  Mr.  Green  ten  or 
twelve  year's  ago  with  reference  to  his  projects,  and 
Sir  H.  Plunkett  had  come  to  Goleen  and  seen  the  need 
for  a.  pier,  46432. — Mr.  Oliver  went  out  there  some 
months  ago,  and  the  work  was  going  to  be  done  now, 
46433. 

Close  Season  eor  Fishing  and  size  of  Mesh  used. 

There  had  been  some  suggestions  about  a close  season 
for  fish  and  also  something  about  a smaller  mesh  ; it 
would  be  a. great  hardship  to  stop  a fisherman  when  he 
had  a chance  of  making  money,  and  if  a large  mesh 
were  used  all  the  fish  would  get  meshed  ; if  they  caught 
small  fish  they  should  let  them  go  again,  46445-8. 


COGHLAN,  Mr.  TIMOTHY. 


Dough  Strand  : Closixg  of  River  Estuary  and 

RESULTING  FLOODS. 

In  regard  to  the  Dough  Strand  and  the  closing  up 
of  the  river  estuary,  there  were  several  properties  con- 
cerned as  well  as  the  Clinton  estate  ; all  the  farmers 
of  the  district  took  coral  sand  off  the  strand  for 
manure,  and  it  was  very  injurious  to  them  to  have 
the  sand  covered  with  the  tide  as  it  was,  46451-2, 
46459. — The  roads  were  flooded  in  winter,  so  that 
people  could  not  get  to  a place  of  worship  nor  the 
children  to  school,  46451-2. — There  were  three  public 
roads  under  contract  submerged  for  six  months  in  the 
year  to  a depth  of  three  feet ; people  used  to  walk  on 
the  fences,  now  they  were  down  they  had  stepping 
s' ones,  46453. — It  was  too  deep  for  a car  to  go  through 
after  heavy  rain,  46454. — About  a mile  of  road  was 
under  water,  46455. — The  bank  was  formed  about  two 
years  ago,  46456. — Twelve  small  farmers  had  got  a 
seine  net  two  years  ago,  which  they  could  now  scarcely 
use  owing  to  the  obstruction,  46456. 

Cost  of  opening  Strand. 

County  Surveyor  estimated  that  £300  would  open 
it,  46458. — The  road  contractor  did  nothing  to  that 
portion,  and  the  landlord  would  do  nothing,  46458. — 
An  application  had  been  lodged  with  the  District 
Council  to  open  the  bank,  and  it  was  passed  that  the 
Rural  District  Council,  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
and  the  County  Council  should  each  give  £100,  but  the 
County  Council  struck  out  their  £100 ; the  majority 
of  the  votes  were  in  East  Cork,  and  they  would  give 
nothing  but  what  they  could  not  help,  46460. — 
The  strand  must  be  opened  on  the  land  side,  46475. — 
Once  opened  it  would  not  be  allowed  to  close  again, 
the  Council-would  employ  a man  to  keep,  out' obstruc- 
tions ; one  man  and  his  s family;  with  a boat,,  could 
do  the  work,  46476-7. 


COGHLAN,  Mr.  TIMOTHY — continued.  ■ 


Pier  needed  at  Goleen. 

A pier  was  much  needed  at  Goleen,  46460.  46473  — 
Two  steamers  came  once  a month,  and  in  winter  were 
sometimes  unable  to  land  provisions,  46460.— The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  were  contributing,  the  rate- 
payers were  so  heavily  taxed  that  the  opening  of  the 
Dough  Strand  was  all  that  they  could  do,  they  would 
have  to  do  that,  46461-5,  46474. — Ratepayers  were 
taxed  for  the  Scliull  and  Skibbereen  and  the  Banin 
Railways;  rates  on  the  whole  of  County  Cork  were 
low,  and  the  County  Council  had  £30,OQO  to  its 
credit ; it  would  be  reasonable  for  the  County  Council 
to  contribute  as  was  done  in  Mayo,  46466-72.— There 
was  a seine  net  in  Goleen,  but  until  the  pier  was  built 
there  was  no  way  of  getting  the  fish  to  market,  46472. 


SHEEHY,  Mr.  TIMOTHY. 


Inquiry  into  Question  of  a Brand  for  Mackerel. 

People  in  Skibbereen  were  not  enamoured  of  in- 
quiries ; an  important  inquiry  affecting  deep-sea 
fisheries  and  presided  over  by  Mr.  Green  had  been 
held  a few  weeks  ago  on  a resolution  unanimously 
adopted  by  Council  of  Agriculture  in  favour  of  a 
brand  for  Irish-cured  mackerel;  the  inquiry  ended 
in  smoke,  Mr.  Green  pooh-poohing  the  idea  of  brand- 
ing or  inspecting  mackerel,  and  making  no  sugges- 
tion as  to  a remedy  to  the  injury  done  to  Irish-cured 
fish  in  America,  46478-9. 


Congestion  in  Skibbereen. 

Area  of  congested  district  in  Skibbereen  was  -28, 620 
acres,  valuation  £10,191  12s.,  population  6,769;  of 
non-congested  portion  area  was  83,746  acres,  valua- 
tion £32,988  19s.,  population  15,218;  entire  area,  in- 
cluding urban  district  of  Skibbereen,  was  115,395 
acres,  valuation  £49,245,  population  25,195,  46479. 


Extent  of  Skibbereen  Fishing  Industry. 

Eighty-six  large  mackerel  boats  and  825  yawls,  re- 
presenting capital  of  £40,000,  were  registered  in 
Skibbereen,  46479. — They  were  all  local  boats,  46480. 
— Port  of  Skibbereen  extended  from  Gaily  Head  to 
mouth  of  Kenmai-e  River,  46480. — Use  of  a 2£-inch 
•mesh  by  Penzance  boats  had  had  a bad  effect ; grading 
would  have  to  come  with  inspection,  46502-3. — Spring 
mackerel  season  was  a thing  of  the  past;  prices 
dropped  after  a week  or  two  owing  to  the  enormous 
quantity  of  trawled  fish,  dumped  into  England,  46504. 

Causes  adversely  affecting  Mackerel-curing  for 
the  American  Market. 

There  were  three  causes  encroaching  on  the  curing 
of  mackerel  for  America;  (1.)  the  excessive  tariff 
levied  by  the  United  States,  8s.  per  barrel;  price  of 
a barrel  fell  to  8^  dollars  last  year,  which  left  very 
little  for  the  fishermen,  46840-1. — This  was  an  oppor- 
tune time  to  raise  the  tariff  question  as  the  United 
States  and  England  were  in  communication  over  the 
Newfoundland  fisheries ; this  question  had  been  raised 
at  the  Colonial  Conference,  on  which  Ireland  ought 
to  have  been  represented,  46840. — Whatever  facilities 
were  given  to  Newfoundland  or  Canada  Ireland  ought 
to  share.;  Ireland  contributed  a great  deal  to  the 
American  markets,  and  claims  of  Irish  fishermen 
should  be  considered  on  this  point,  46482-6.— (2.) 
Unfavourable  conditions  under  which  fisli  were 
cured;  at  present  fish  were  cured  along  the  open 
pier-head ; Commission  should  press  Government  for 
a grant  to  fix  suitable  sheds  on  all  fishing  centres, 
46486. — The  uncertainty  of  the  fishing  industry  pre- 
vented this  from  being  done  by  private  enterprise, 
but  small  buyers  would  be  only  too  happy  to  pay 
for  accommodation ; at  present  cost  of  labour,  bar- 
rels, and  tariff  was  so  great  that  with  anv  further 
expense  there  would  be  nothing  left,  ' 46487.— 
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SHEEHY,  Mr.  TIMOTHY — continued- 


(3.)  Want  of  a . brand  and  inspection  for  fisli, 
46481. — In  evidence  before  Inquiry  held  by  Mr. 
Green  it  was  stated  that  some  badly-cured  fish  sent 
to  America  had  given  a bad  name  to  all  Irish  fish; 
last  year  thousands  of  barrels  remained  unsold, 
46488. — In  Mr.  Green’s  summing  up  witness  found 
no  reason  for  his  having  overruled  the  application; 
his  statement  that  Donegal  herrings  were  fetching  a 
higher,  price  than  others  branded  or  unbranded  was 
not  a fact;  Donegal  people  were  in  favour  of  brand, 
46489. : — As  to  the  trade  not  being  prepared  to  bear 
the  cost  of  branding,  the  'curers  would  be  willing  to 
pay  a share,  but  they  considered  that  Government 
should  provide  a large  portion  of  the  funds ; if  Mr. 
Green  would  not  recommend  them  to  give  all  that 
money  why  did  he  not  experiment  with  a voluntary 
brand?,  46489. — Ireland  got  the  privilege  of  branding 
in  1819,  and  it  was  taken  away  in  1829— since  when 
there  .had  been  no  trained  inspector,  46489-90. 


Branding. 

Cost  of  branding  was  held  out  as  a sort  of  bogey, 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  undertake 
it;  Ad.  a barrel  on  100,000  barrels  would  realise 
£1,666 ; £2,000  more  would  be  enough  to  meet  the 
difficulty,  46490. — Curers  would  be  willing  to  under- 
take the  restrictions  imposed  by  adopting  a brand; 
the  small  curers  would  certainly  co-operate,  46493-6. 
— Witness  was  willing  to  have  the  brand  voluntary 
at  first  as  a test,  46496,  46506. — If  it  were  voluntary 
no  one  could  accuse  Government  or  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  of  arbitrary  action,  46500. — It  was  most 
important  to  regain  the  ground  lost  in  America, 
which  was  the  only  market  for  Irish-cured  mackerel, 
46496,  46505.— Herring  brand  in  Scotland  was  purely 
voluntary;  in  1898  1,260,000  barrels  were  not  branded 
but  500,000  were,  46497. — Witness  knew  that  brand- 
ing had  paid  in  Scotland,  but  Scotland  had  had 
many  advantages  hot  shared  by  Ireland,  46498-501. 


Grants  made  under  Marine  Works  Act  and  by 

MORE  INCOMPLETE. 

£5,000  granted  a few  years  ago  under  Marine 
Works  Act  was  expended  to  provide  Island  of  Cape 
Clear  with  a harbour  of  refuge;  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  given  £220  for  Ciow  Head  and  £25  for 
a road,  but  many  other  places  needed  help ; landing 
stages  were  wanted  at  Tralisheen  and  Sherkin  Island, 
46491-2. 


Extension  of  Railway  from  Skibbereen  to  Balti- 
more INCOMPLETE. 

Some  years  ago  Government  gave  a free  grant  to 
extend  railway  from  Skibbereen  to  Baltimore; 
£60,000  was  available,  but  line  was  not  completed,  it 
was  still  300  or  400  yards  from  deep  water;  its  com- 
pletion would  be  a great  advantage,  46506-7.— Esti- 
, mated  expenditure  was  £10,500 ; there  would  have  to 
be  a pier  ,in  connection  with  railway ; Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  agreed  to  give  £3,500,  thus  recog- 
nising the  value  of  the  work,  46508-10.— At  the  time 
the  absence  of  through  communication  at  Cork  was 
great  obstacle  to  the  continuation  of  this  work, 
46511. — That  obstacle  would  be  removed,  a Bill  had 
been  passed  through  Parliament  to  that  end,  46506, 
7*0.12-3. — The  Cork  and  Bandon  Railway  were  giving 
i. 15,000  and  the  Cork  Harbour  Board  £10,000,  46513. 

The  English  Great  Western  Company  was  also 
concerned  in  it,  46514. — No  doubt  some  of  the  Ameri- 
can liners  would  call  and  mails  would  be  dropped  at 
Baltimore,  46515.  " 

Congestion  on  Coast-line  between  Skibbereen  and 
COURTMAC  SHERRY. 

Portion  of  coast-line  from  Skibbereen  to  Courtmac- 
snerry  needed  attention;  there  was  no  possibility  of 
getting  grants  unless  district  was  scheduled,  46515— 
inere  were  no  untenanted  lands  in.  district,  but  a 
111  CastJehavep.  had  500  acres  which 
Stein  Ttad,1  a sat*?f“tory  Price  were  paid,  46516, 
*arn??r  1,lv.ed  on  °ne  part  and  farmed 

' wlloU’  nnder  the  dairy  system  ; the  land  had  been 


cleared  of  tenants  50  years  ago,  46517. — It  was  ex- 
actly in  the  centre  of  the  congested  area  from  which 
many  young  men  emigrated,  46519-20. 


Benduff  Slate  Quarries. 

The  Benduff  Slate  Quarries  near  Carberry  had  been 
working  for  50  years,  and  the  slate  was  of  splendid 
quality  ; help  was  needed  to  provide  up  to  date 
machinery;  the  managing  director  would  take  £500 
for  new  machinery  and  £500  for  development,  and 
pay  reasonable  interest  on  it;  at  present  he  could 
only  employ  15  or  16  men  and  could  not  fulfil  the 
orders  coming  in,  but  with  improved  machinery  he 
could  employ  50  or  60,  46521. — It  was  a family  com- 
pany, James  Swanton,  Limited,  46522. — It  was  pay- 
ing, but  in  Ireland  it  was  difficult  to  get  advances 
from  the  banks  for  industrial  purposes,  46523-4. — 
Government  might  be  asked  to  assist,  because 
the  employment  provided  would  be  a public 
benefit;  the  work  had  slackened  since  an  accident 
which  happened  8 or  10  years  ago,  46526. — Consider- 
ing the  way  in  which  England  strangled  Irish  indus- 
tries in  the  past  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  ask  for 
restitution ; three  or  four  millions  a year  for  50  years 
would  not  pay  back  what  had  been  taken,  46527. — 
Creditable  character  of  houses  in  the  district  was 
due  to  the  slate  quarries,  46528. 


HURLEY,  Mr.  JEREMIAH. 


New  Pier  needed  at  Glandore  Harbour. 

A pier  at  Glandore  Harbour  was  almost 
useless  for  trading  purposes,  it  was  used  chiefly  for 
curing  mackerel ; to  get  mackerel  to  the  harbour  they 
had  to  be  taken  out  of  fishing  boat  into  a small' yawl 
and  hawked  again  at  the  pier ; this  handling  detracted 
from  quality  of  fish  and  made  perfect  curing  more 
difficult,  46529,  46532. — A quay  was  warned  where 
fishing  vessels  oould  come  alongside  at  any  state  of 
the  tide,  46530,  46533. — There  were  thirty-five  boats, 
half  of  them  local  the  rest  belonging  to  Manx  com- 
panies, but  manned  by  local  men,  46534-5.— Herrings 
had  been  taken  off  Glandore,  but  mackerel  was  the 
great  fishing,  46537-8. 


Improvements  needed  on  Unionhall  side  of 
Harbour  and  at  Leap. 

On  the  Unionhall  side  of  the  harbour  there  was  a 
quay  built  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ago;  it  was 
entirely  inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  fish- 
curing alone;  it  could  be  cheaply  enlarged,  a T-piece 
should  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  pier,  and  the  channel 
should  be  deepened,  46538,  46540.— Improvements  might 
not  increase  the  quantity  of  fish  but  fishing  would 
be  prosecuted  with  greater  industry,  and  time  now 
Wasted  in  discharging  could  be  given  to  fishing, 
46543. — No  portion  of  the  coast  between  Crookhaven 
harbour  and  Courtmacsherry  was  scheduled  owing 
to  the  fact  that  there  were  one  or  two  large  farms  in 
the  district,  46539-40.— At  Leap,  at  the  head  of  Glan- 
dore harbour,  a great  deal  of  sand  was  discharged ; a 
great  deal  more  could  be  done  with  proper  vessels 
and  a good  harbour,  and  there  would  be  a market  ior 
the  sand ; the  channel  up  to  Leap  should  be  dredged 
and  the  quay  there  enlarged  and  improved,  46540. 


Railway  needed  from  Clonakilty  to  Deep-Water 
Pier  at  Glandore. 

A railway  ought  to  be  constructed  from  Clonakilty 
to  the  deep-water  pier  at  Glandore  Harbour,  about 
fourteen  miles,  46544-5— The  ' gauge  should  be  the 
Cork  and  Bandon  gauge,  46546.— Witness  would  not 
be  prepared  to  give  a baronial  guarantee ; pairt  of  lie 
district  through  which  line  would  run  was  aready 
paying  a guarantee  for  the  extension  of  the  Cork  and 
Bandon  Line  to  Courtmacsherry,  and  the  charge  for 
the  Schull  and  Skibbereen  line  extended  to  Leap  and 
almost  into  Ross,  46547-9. 
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HURLEY,  Mr.  JEREMIAH— continued. 


Extravagant  cost  of  Schull  and  Skibbereen  Line. 

Co6t  of  S ahull  and  Skibbereen  line  was  £4,000  a 
mile  for  construction  and  rolling  stock,  46550-1. — Wit- 
ness believed  that  was  extravagant;  the  contractor 
boasted  that  he  made  a good  deal  of  money  out  of 
it;  inferior  and  unsuitable  rolling  stock  was  put  on, 
wliich  had  to  be  changed  by  the  guaranteeing  area 
soon  after  the  line  was  built ; at  one  time  the  railway 
was  idle  for  want/  of  rolling  stock,  46552,  46554. — 
It  was  constructed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Grand 
Jury — the  County  Surveyor,  46563. 


Bbnduff  Quarries. 

Witness  believed  the  Bendufi  quarries  had  been 
worked  for  over  a century;  he  had  seen  as  many  as 
200  men  working  there;  work  was  done  by  contract, 
unskilled  men  drawing  12s.,  and  skilled  men  15s. 
a week,  the  excess  amounting  often  to  £2  for  un- 
skilled, £3  10s.  for  skilled  men  being  paid  at  the  end 
of  the  month ; they  worked  in  gangs  of  twelve,  46554- 
5.— Not  more  than  twenty  men  were  now  employed 
owing  to  the  failure  of  Shaw,  who  was  President  of 
the  Munster  Bank  when  it  broke,  and  owned  half 
the  quarry,  46556-7.— At  that  time  machinery  was 
up-to-date,  but  the  failure  of  the  bank  shorrened  the 
capital  of  the  quarry,  and  the  work  began  to  dwindle ; 
then  it  was  taken  over  by  the  Munster  Bank  and  still 
greater  loss  occurred ; a cliff  fell  down  and  seven  men 
were  killed,  46558-9. 


Transit  Difficulties. 

If  the  railway  were  made  it  would  pass  the  gate 
of  the  quarry  which  would  be  an  excellent  feeder  for 
it;  at  present  the  railway  company  having  refused 
to  continue  to  allow  the  loading  of  slates  at  a siding 
and  Clonakity  station  being  difficult  of  access,  t)he 
company  had  to  cart  slates  eleven  miles  to  Skibbereen 
and  rail  them  fifty-three  miles  from  Skibbereen  to 
lr^ead  of  thirty-two  miles  from  Clonakilty, 
46559.— These  facts  had  not  been  brought  before  the 
Railway  Commission  so  far  as  witness  knew,  46560. 


Legal  difficulty  hindering  Completion  of 
Landing-stages  at  Prison  Cove,  Cow  Cove,  and 


Prison  Cove,  Cow  Cove,  and  Blind  Harbour  needed 
a landing-stage  or  shelter  for  the  boats:  witness  had 
approached  Department  of  Agriculture  in  autumn  of 
iO)3,  and  m May,  1904,  the  County  Council  having 
officially  asked  the  Department  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion, Department  offered  to  contribute  two-thirds  of 
the  estimated  cost,  the  remaining  third  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Council  and  the  work  to  be  earned  out 
as  a county  undertaking,  46560-1,  46568. -The  County 
Council  agreed  to  this,  and  tenders  were  asked  fo7 
maffl  ^iu.0ctober)  tihe  Department  postponed  the 
matter  owing  to  a legal  difficulty  which  was  not  vet 
r4656!2’^  465<3-4.-The  difficSty  waT till 
fLOCa  Gove™me.n£  Act  the  Department  had 
no  power  to  co-operate  with  the  County  Council  in 
such  matters,  46562,  46566,-The  legal  aLSto  «£ 
County  Council  said  the  Council  was  free  to  no,  the 


Reclamation  of  Land. 

.Jlj.  cc^ntry  around  from  Dunmanway  and  furtli. 

~ 4W?  utx  skiStMt 

ferred  to  tenant,  it  would  be  better  for  the  thin?  - 
emanate  from  aai  official  source,  46569.— Many  cut' 

Sn?0SeC??,P™';B  h""dreds  of  *™*  touhnS  mil 
aseful  for  tillage  by  a reasonable  outlay  46569  70 
It  would  not  take  long.  46572.  y’ 


HURLEY,  Mr.  JEREMIAH— -continued. 

Mineral  Resources. 

The  place  abounded  in  slate  quarries,  and  peon  l 
who  knew  said  there  were  plenty  of  minor-ale  • 
Glandore,  46572.  y nerals  ,n 

Glandore  Lighthouse. 

Little  lighthouse  outside  Glandore  harbour  was 
erected  by  a local  Committee  ten  years  ago  and  im 
to  the  present  maintained  entirely  by  contribution 
from  fishing  boats  and  from  private  sources-  g0m« 
months  ago,  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Callinan,  got  a eianfc 
of  £5  for  three  years  from  the  Department,  46572  — 
The  light  was  kept  going  for  seven  months  of  the 
year;  it  was  first  erected  in  interest  of  the  fishinc 
fleet  but  had  become  useful  for  more  purposes-  the 
Department  should  give  a substantial  grant  so ’that 
th^Hght  could  be  maintained  all  the  year  round, 


COOPER,  Captain  RICHARD  W. 


Objections  to  breaking  up  Grass  Lands  - Effect 
on  Cattle  Trade, 

Splitting  up  grazing  lands  to  any  extent  would  be 
a great  injustice  to  small  farmers  in  the  South  who 
depended  on  the  up-country  market  for  then-  stores 
from  soon  after  Christmas  till  the  English  market 
opened,  46576,  46593,  46605. — Graziers  usually  bought 
cattle  at  1£  to  2 and  3 years  old,  according  to  the 
part  of  the  country  they  were  to  be  taken  to : 1A  year 
olds  costing  £6  to  £7  stayed  a year  on  a Tipperary 
farm,  then  being  worth  £12  10s.,  were  taken  on  to  a 
farm  in  Westmeath,  going  out  fat  at  £19  5s.  to  £19 
10s.  in  following  November,  46577a—  Small  farmer 
must  sel l his  U year  olds  to  make  room  for  the  new 
calves,  46605-7. 

Effect  on  Value  of  Land. 

Another  objection  to  breaking  up  grass  lands  was  the 
certainty  that  the  land  when  laid  down  would  be  worth 
about  half  its  present  value;  in  County  Cork  the  whole 
object  of  tillage  was  to  renew  the  land,  hut  if  fatten- 
ing land  were  broken  up  it  took  years  to  get  it  baric 
into  heart ; witness  remembered  seeing  a field  of  such- 
land  broken  up  by  a Scotch  steward  who  took  one 
crop  off  it,  then  oon-acred  it  out  in  potatoes,  and  then 
tbat  field  was  still  only  a storefield, 
wOf  < a-oo. — I he  return  on  tillage  was  very  poor; 
witness  had  been  paid  for  oats  double  the  price  of 
beautiful  oats  from  Odessa,  46584— To  get  a judicious 
system  of  tillage  you  must  till  only  according  to  your 
requirements  46585-6. — The  people  who  would'  be 
brought  in  if  grass  lands  were  broken  up  were  little- 
better  than  labourers,  46590-1— Assuming  a good  sys- 
j i-,,  ag®, lnferior  grass  land  might  pay  better 
under  tillage  if  you  could  be  sure  of  the  price  of  pro- 
duce, 46592— Tillage  was  a gamble  ; in  witness’s  view 
the  less  tillage  the  better,  46608-13.  * 


Stall-fef,ding  i 


i Employment  for  Farmer’s 
Family. 


And  witness’s  experience  of  stall-feeding  was  that 
was  a dead  loss,  46594. — As  to  advantages  to  small 
Aavmg  employment  for  his  family,  all 
Oarrigaline  the  farmers’  children  could  get 
employment ; the  girls  did  lace  work,  and  did  not  like- 
46595  9°™’  ruined  the  hands  for  lace-making,. 

Best  Training  for  Boys  to  teach  them  to  be 
Handymen. 

agricultural  boys  would  be  to 
ft™  if1  *°  handymen  ; witness  had  worked  as  a 
arm  labourer  in  America,  and  could  have  earned 
oub  e if  he  could  have  done  blacksmith’s  or  c&r- 
twL8  ^or?c>  46600-2.  — The  young  Irish  farmer  often 
thought  it  tnfra  dig  to  work,  46602— Mothers  were 
K hlame  than  fathers;  if  local  people  would- 
reterest  themselves  in  this  question  it  would  do  a- 
great  deal  of  good,  46603. 
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•COOPER,  Captain  RICHARD  W. — continued. 

Effects  of  Free  Importation  of  Canadian 
Cattxe. 

In  regard  to  Canadian  cattle,  the  important  thing 
was  protection  from  disease;  the  United  States  were 
full  of  disease,  and  there  -was  3,000  miles  of  border 
between  them  and  Canada ; it  was  really  a question 
for  the  cities ; they  would  be  the  sufferers  if  the  milk 
supply  were  cut  off,  46614,  46616. — Importation  would 
not  affect  the  price  of  store  cattle  at  home ; it  would 
affect  the  price  of  dropped  calves,  as  it  did  before, 
46615. 


CARROLL,  Mr.  JOHN  T. 


CARROLL,  Mr.  JOHN  T. — continued. 

Egg  Stations. 

There  were  54  egg  distributing  stations  in  the 
county,  40  turkey  and  20  geese  stations ; 20  of  them 
in,  or  in  easy  reach  of  congested  areas ; eggs  sold 
from  stations  this  year  would  probably  amount  to 
80,000,  46625. 


Butter-making  Instruction  in  Congested  Areas. 

In  regard  to  lectures,  special  favour  was  given  to 
poorer  districts;  for  butter-making  all  congested  por- 
tions of  the  county  had  been  visited  except  Castle- 
town district,  where  the  West  Cork  instructress  was 
soon  due ; the  instructress  spent  about  a month  in 
each  district,  taking  six  to  twelve  pupils  who  at- 
tended daily  through  the  whole  routine,  and  in  the 
intervals  visiting  private  dairies  where  asked,  46625. 


Distribution  of  Nominations. 

Nominations  for  mares  and  cows  in  County  Cork 
were  given  to  farmers,  cottagers,  etc.,  in  lower  valua- 
tions; £25  in  West  and  £50  in  East  Riding;  mare 
nominations  were  distributed  pro  rata  over  rural  dis- 
tricts, but  as  this  was  considered  to  work  unfavour- 
ably to  poorer  districts  the  County  Committee  adopted 
the  Bishop  of  Ross’s  suggestion  whereby  number  of 
working  horses  in  each  district  was  taken  into  ac- 
count as  basis  of  distribution ; this  almost  doubled 
the  nominations  in  some  of  the  poorer  districts, 
46617-8. 


Location  of  Premium  Bulls  and  Boars. 

In  regard  to  location  of  premium  bulls  poorer  dis- 
tricts in  South  and  South-west  were  pretty  well 
served,  18  bulls  being  in  or  near  congested  districts ; 
the  greater  number  were  bought  under  Department’s 
Loan  Scheme,  which  was  gradually  being  understood 
and  availed  of,  46618. — They  were  mostly  Shorthorn 
bulls;  there  were  a few  Polled  Angus,  46619-20. — 
Number  of  premium  boars  would  be  materially  in- 
creased but  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable 
animals;  six  of  the  16  subsidised  were  in  congested 
areas,  and  County  Committee  intended  to  increase 
the  number  in  the  poorer  districts,  46620. 


Grants  for  Local  Shows. 

County  Committee  gave  £700  annually  in  grants  to 
local  shows,  viz.,  £200  to  Cork,  £15  each  to  Clona- 
kilty,  Skibbereen,  Bandon,  Mallow,  Coachford,  and 
Midleton,  £25  to  Cork  Poultry  Show,  and  £90  foT  small 
butter  and  poultry  shows  in  places  remote  from  these 
centres;  the  latter  shows  usually  finished  up  a 
month’s  course  of  lectures  in  one  or  more  districts 
and  created  great  local  interest  as  well  as  leaving  a 
permanent  impression  on  those  who  attended  the 
classes ; the  best  was  at  Bantry,  which  embraced 
several  congested  areas ; the  six  county  shows  were 
very  important  as  interesting  people  who  would  not 
attend  a big  central  show,  and  they  had  done  much 
to  grade  up  cattle  in  their  neighbourhood;  it  was  a 
condition  of  the  grant  that  special  provision  should 
be  made  in  the  prize  list  for  farmers  of  low  valuation 
and  there  must  also  be  classes  for  poultry,  which 
were  particularly  applicable  to  poor  districts;  in  Bal- 
linhassig,  where  a few  years  ago  there  were  not  two 
dozen  pure-bred  fowl,  there  were  600  entries  last  year, 
chiefly  owned  by  labourers’  wives,  and  the  Depart- 
ment bought  a.  considerable  share  for  stock  purposes 
in  other  counties;  two  poultry,  two  dairy,  and  two 
agricultural  class  instructors  and  one  instructor  in 

horticulture  and  beekeeping  were  employed,  46620. 

Ik  8r°uping  farms  to  compete  at  shows  £25  was  about 
the  fair  average  for  smaller  valuations;  in  some 
classes  at  Skibbereen  valuation  was  as  low  as  £15; 
u varied  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  46621-2. — 
fhe  man  under  £10  valuation  was  dealt  with  locally, 
the  people  of  the  locality  having  practically  a de- 
cisive voice  in  making  these  divisions,  46623-4— 
4(^25  Weie  1,0  special  Priz-es  for  congested  districts, 


Horticulture  and  Bee-keeping. 

There  were  16  demonstration  plots  for  horticulture 
and  bee-keeping  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
County  Horticulturist,  who  also  made  it  his  special 
business  to  visit  cottages  and  small  farmers ; a second 
man  would  have  to  be  provided  in  October;  to  effect 
a permanent  impression  the  instructor  must  come 
round  again  and  again  to  the  same  place,  46625. 


Central  Market  in  Cork. 

The  establishment  of  a central  market  in  Cork 
would  be  a great  help  to  the  poultry  and  horticultural 
industry ; Department  had  set  aside  £500  for  making 
necessary  alterations  in  a suitable  site  in  the  Com 
Exchange,  46626. 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

Agricultural  instruction  was  given  by  lectures  dur- 
ing winter  and  early  spring  at  suitable  centres  and 
visits  paid  between  whiles  to  neighbouring  farms ; 
over  250  demonstration  plots  were  arranged  in  various 
kinds  of  crops  and  manures;  2,000  copies  accompany- 
ing report  had  been  circulated  through  local  snows, 
District  Councils,  etc. ; 80  of  117  demonstration  plots 
in  \V  est  Riding  of  the  county  were  in  congested  dis- 
tricts and  had  good  results;  witness  did  not  agree 
with  evidence  tending  to  discredit  usefulness  of 
itinerant  Instructors,  but  their  work  might  witli  ad- 
vantage be  supplemented  in  poorer  districts  by  a 
system  of  resident  instructors  localised  centrally  in  a 
small  model  farm,  which  could  also  be  used  as  store- 
house for  distribution  on  loan  or  sale  at  cost  price  of 
sprayers,  etc.,  and  also  for  distribution  of  boars  and 
other  animals  from  Departmental  institution;  this 
system  would  have  the  merit  of  continuity,  which 
was  specially  needed  in  poor  districts,  46625-6  —Two 
agricultural  class  instructors  were  employed  to  teach 
science  as  applied  to  agriculture  in  six  centres ; train 
centres  had  been  selected  hitherto,  but  it  was  hoped 
soon  to  get  into  more  remote  places ; the  classes  had 
been  very  successful  and  popular,  46626— One  of  the 
largest  manufacturers  of  artificial  manures  wrote  at- 
tributing increased  demand  for  manufactured  ferti- 
lizers during  last  three  years  to  Countv  Council  lec- 
tures, 46639. 


raiZE  Scheme  to  encourage  Tillage  and  Home 
Consumption  of  Produce  on  Large  Farms. 

A trial  scheme  of  prizes  for  large  farms  had  been 
arranged  chiefly  on  the  basis  of  a revival  of  tillage 
and  home  consumption  of  farm  products ; for  this 
there  were  124  entries ; the  scheme  was  framed  by  the 
Bishop  of  Ross  ; there  were  to  be  three  inspectors,  as 
the  scheme  involved  a system  of  accounts  and  keeping 
of  books  and  the  ascertaining  at  end  of  year  of  amount 
of  farm  produce  consumed  on  the  farm,  46626-8  — 
Committee  contributed  £270  to  Munster  Dairy  School 
Governors,  who  had  charge  of  a scheme  of  prizes  for 
46626ge46629  farmers  (under  £15  Nation), 
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CARROLL,  Mr.  JOHN  T.— continued.  TOWNSEND,  Rev.  Precentor — continued. 


Working  of  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 

The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  iiad  been 
put  in  operation  extensively  with  good  results,  espe- 
cially to  poorer' classes ; Act  of  last  year  was  a poor 
substitute  for  its  predecessor,  46631. — Resident  in- 
structors were  needed  to  prevent  the  sale  of  bad  seed 
and  calf  meal;  the  latter  was  outside  the  1906  Act 
because  it  was  mixed,  and  a good  deal  of  it  still 
came  into  the  country,  especially  the  remote  parts, 
46631. 

Veterinary  Relief  needed  in  Congested  Areas. 


ten  to  fifteen  days’  manual  labour  in  addition  t 
horse  labour  to  plant  an  acre  of  potatoes  ■ if  +1  l° 
would  only  wort  with  a drill  plough  and 
drills  they  would  do  it  in  less  than  half  the  tim 
46645.— Lazy  beds  were  made  almost  Universally  f 
dminago  purposes  in  rough  and  rocky  places  bit  Z 
average  land  because  it  was  a tradition  46646  R 
Witness  thought  a great  deal  of  the  rougli’land  in  tl. 
West  must  lapse  into  grazing,  46645,  46648.  116 


Agricultural  Instruction  suited  to  District 
needed. 


Some  system  of  veterinary  relief  was  greatly  needed 
in  congested  areas;  there  were  only  15  veterinary 
surgeons  in  County  Cork,  outside  the  city  ; less  than 
1 for  every  7,000  farmsteads,  46631. 

Difference  between  method  of  Department  and 
Congested  Districts  Board. 

There  was  a good  deal  of  confusion  when  Depart- 
ment first  took  over  the  working  of  the  congested 
areas ; witness  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  methods 
of  Congested  Districts  Board,  but  he  feared  that,  as 
might  be  expected  from  a centralised  governing  body 
dealing  directly  with  unformed  and  mostly  ’ apathetic 
units,  there  were  no  permanent  results;  there  was 
also  a difficulty  in  getting  people  used  to  a spoon- 
feeding system  to  take  any  initiative  in  matters  in- 
volving an  element  of  risk,  such  as  the  purchase  of  a 
bull,  etc.,  and  but  for  the  energy  of  the  priests  mat- 
ters would  be  almost  hopeless;  however,  things  were 
improving,  46631-7. — The  Committee  spent  £100  a 
year  in  premium  bulls  alone  in  congested  areas, 
46631. — There  was  no  question  but  that  poor  districts 
required'  more  . help  than  better-off  ones,  46638. — It 
would  be  admirable  to  have  subsidiary  grants  avail- 
able for  special  requirements  of  poor  areas  and  ad- 
■linistered  by  Comity  Conynittee  through,  perhaps,  a 
ocal  committee;  the  Department  had  made  special 
payments  for  subsidiary  schemes,  but  there  was 
nothing  like  the  amount  that  would  be  needed,  46639. 

Creameries  and  Tillage. 

Cork  was  a great  dairy  county,  and  there  were  a 
considerable  number  of  creameries  in  some  parts  of 
it;,  they  were  chiefly  co-operative,  46640-2. — Witness 
did  not' think  they  caused  a decrease  of  tillage, 
46643-4.  B ’ 


TOWNSEND,  Rev.  Precentor. 


Land  for  School  Farms. 

Witness  had  tried  to  promote  tillage  by  giving  land 
for  school  farms,  but  parents  would  not  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  46645. 


Board’s  Tracts  and  Papers. 

The  Board  had  done  a great  deal  of  work  as  regards 
tracts  and  papers  ; they  should  have  some  depot  in  a 
country  town  where  people  would  know  they  could 
get  them  for  Id.  or  so,  46645. 

Soil  in  Skibbereen  District. 

Soil  in  Skibbereen  district  was  generally  light  and 
moon-  on  a clay  slate  foundation  ; where  red  sand- 
slone  came  in  the  union  of.  the  two  made  a better 
soil  , butter  from  such  soil  getting  -id.  more  in  the 
general  fhat  /r2n  claX  slate  farms,  but  the 

SFJXSiU*  t^,land  ™s  small  fields  with 
rocky,  uneven  surface,  46645. 

, Conditions  of  Tour  on  Rough  Gramm. 

not  know 

‘‘PW  advanced  machinery  could  not 
be  need  m the  district  and  tillage  by  maLj  labour 
rnhet  die  out;  it  would  tale  a\ardwor"ng UrZr 


..  ......  ........  ............  was  needed  and  jn. 

s traction  as  to  improving  very  poor  pasture  land 
class  of  instruction  not  as  a.  rule  given  ; witness’^ 
father  had  found  Leicester  sheep  too  delicate  for  the 
country,  hut  by  using  common  ewes  of  the  country 
with  the  South  Down  ram  had  produced  lambs  to 
sell  in  April  and  May,  whereas  formerly  lambs  were 
never  seen  m the  market  till  June  or  July,  46648. 

Kind  of  Cattle  needed. 

It  was  the  same  with  cattle  ; Shorthorns  were  rather 
delicate  for  the  countiy  and  they  were  very  bad 
milkers;  with  Shorthorn  bulls,  bullocks  sold  well 
but  for  milkers  some  of-,  the  old  Irish  cows  were 
needed;  the  Aberdeen  Angus  also  had  the  name  of 
being  very  had  milkers,  though  thirty  or  forty  years 
ago  they  got  prizes  at  the  Dublin  Show  as  the  best 
milkers  from  anywhere;  Board  should  apply  fheir 

d?rtrict0146648etting  “ °f  milking  cat<ae  fo1'  this 

Labourers’  Cottages  and  the  Supply  of  Labour. 

Present  system  of  labourers’  cottages  tended  largely 
to  emigration  ; in  many  ways  cottages  were  a boon, 
but  the  vice  of  the  system  was  that,  they  had  no  con- 
nection with  farmers  on  whose  land  they  were  put  un  ■ 
as  a result,  the  acre  or  half-acre  of"  land  attached 
was  exhausted  by  continual  potato  growing ; the 
n°t  of  employment  and  the 

farmers  could  not  find  labour,  46648.— Many  of  these 
cottages  were  now  empty,  46648,  46651.— Man’  far- 
mers  gave  constant  employment  and  more  would'  do 
so  if  they  could  get  the  men,  46649.— The  usual  prac- 
IJic®  ,was  t0  have  a six  or  twelve  months’  agreement, 

cotUs°  rd  I“d  “nd  50  m»th 

C~Chief  ,cause  of  emigration  was  the 
deciease  of  labour  as  farmers  gave  up  tillage,  46653. 

kyStemu  °fiAllage  wduld  give  more  employ- 
s]10uJd  be  spent  on  the  most. productive 
ffc„,tlle  f,ndency  was  for  farmers,  to  farm  .as 
WiL  « p aS  ^y  i °°uld  work  with  their  .families, 
aH ml  m 6W]  bera  and  there  and  one  person  to 

SaX  nT«°th'  b“Te  "s  **“  easiest  way  aid 
01  labour,  46656,62,-The 
farmmS,  t.  S*1  ' P“*  »nd  Parcel  Of  the 

* h2IdlW  ““d  th»  fi aimer  should  pay  flit  rates 
^66634  laWet  * “Pavafe  acre  of  land.' each 


Fruit-growing  and  Vegetable-preserving.  . 

veSlhli*11— froe  Iritlt-giowing  was  uncertain,  but 
UIB,™  would  employ  a number  of 
not  in  , t eTf;  viioti.i n be  an  instructor ; witness  was 
bSak  m hoi  f*,Ctc,t7  ^tem,  ',Mcl1  to 

SteLt™?  t a?d  *hs  Cork  Exhibition  most 
ZStTSS  ‘a1™  ln  !•*»»  fcchujr  work  ; witness-had 
««,linitJ‘Ji  drj“s  machine  made  and  could  have 
a good  salo  f n peas’  ^e,ans>  etc-i  in  winter ; there  was 
thhdr^  Pr6served  vegetables  all  the  year  round ; 
difficulty  fr,^0065-3  WmS  verl'  simple  and  there  was  no 
Witness7  k , Pinf  the  vegetables,  46664,  46669-72.- 
ZS.  1 ?■**«”  “ commraication  with  De- 
potato^?  ri;i  w*d  only  worked  locally,  46673,-Early 
late  frosts  J16*1  t‘he  sea  on  account  of  the 

_The  S-nnS  y lad  nx0t  &“»  very  successful*  46674. 
market  Sei??5e  P*  Cork-  would  help  to  provide 

frSt  bu?Whm;  ^S.-There  woe  a local-  market  for 
han/lllnir ;+  Railway  rates  and  deterioration  from 
handling  it  did  not  pay  to  send  it  to  Cork,  46665-9. 
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O’MEARA,  Dn.  T.  J. 


O’MEAIIA,  Dr.  T.  J. — continued. 


Congestion  in  Coast  District  from  Toe  Head  to 
Roaring  Water  Bay. 


Coast  district  from  Toe  Head  to  Roaring  Water 
Bay,  including  islands  of  Sherkin,  Cape  Clear,  and 
Hare,  had  an  area  of  20,900  acres,  population  of  5,750, 
of  whom  about  1,260  lived  on  the  islands ; land  was 
mostly  rocky  and  soil  light ; greater  part  of  district 
was  congested ; inhabitants  were  poor,  dietary  de- 
fective, general  health  not  good,  houses  were  bad,  and 
their  surroundings  very  unsanitary,  46676. 

Dietary — Effect  of  Creameries. 

Dietary  consisted  of  bread  and  tea,  dried  fish  and 
potatoes ; tea  was  largely  used,  milk  and  porridge 
hardly  at  all,  46676. — Substitution  of  tea  for  new 
milk  in  feeding  children  was  a serious  matter,  46689. 
— Creameries  would  eventually  interfere  greatly  with 
general  health  of  the  country  ; the  farmers  sent  as 
much  milk  as  possible  to  the  creameries  and  would  not 
keep  it  back  to  sell  locally  even  at  an  increased  price, 
46676-84. — Separated  milk  was  not  used ; it  had  a 
disagreeable  taste  and  deteriorated  quickly  ; as  food, 
it  was  nearly,  but  not  quite  so  good  as  skim  milk  but 
for  the  taste,  46685-8. — Typhoid  had  broken  out  in 
connection  with  creameries'  before  they  were  estab- 
lished on  a proper  sanitary  basis,  46688. — Return  to 
former  simple  dietary  was  much  to  be  desired,  46716. 

Diseases  Prevalent. 


back  were  cess  or  manure  pits ; the  conditions  were 
highly  conducive  to  disease  and  difficult  to  rectify  for 
many  reasons ; dispensary  medical  officers  as  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  were  naturally  and  to  a great 
oxtent  properly  unwilling  to  prosecute  their  patients, 
46700,  46702-3. — There  were  no  separate  medical  super- 
intendents except  for  large  centres,  46701.— County 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  should  be  appointed  who 
would  give  all  their  time  to  sanitary  work,  going 
among  the  people  and  instructing  them  ; prosecutions 
were  not  much  use  where  people  were  too  poor  to  put 
sanitary  officer's  recommendations  into  effect,  46704. — 
Landlords  ought  to  keep  houses  in  sanitary  condition, 
but  it  was  difficult  to  get  them  to  do  so  when  the 
land  was  passing  from  them  to  the  tenants,  46705-7. 
— Witness  believed  there  was  no  power  in  Ireland  for 
the  medical  officer  to  do  the  work  and  recover  from  the 
landlord,  46707-8. — There  were  many  houses  without 
chimneys,  and  in  those  people  suffered  from  oph- 
thalmia, 46709-11. — Grants-in-aid  should  be  made, 
through  Parish  Committees  or  otherwise,  in  the  poorest 
districts  for  improvement  of  surroundings  of  dwellings, 
putting  in  proper  windows  and  cementing  floors ; 
many  people  could  build  houses  by  local  co-operation 
if  they  got  a grant  for  slates  and  timber,  46711.— 
Average  valuation  in  Hare  Island  was  £4;  in  some 
parts  houses  were  built  in  villages  so  that  “bawns," 
i.e.,  manure  pits,  of  four  or  five  houses  adjoined, 
which  added  materially  to  the  evils  of  congestion  ; the 
origin  of  building  in  villages  had  nothing  to  do  with 
relationship,  46713-4. 


There  was  an  amount  of  tea  drunkenness  in  the 
country,  46689. — And  anaemia  and  dyspepsia  were 
common  owing  to  defective  dietary ; other  diseases 
prevalent  were  rheumatic  ailments  and  typhus  fever, 
which  was  endemic,  46690.— Typhus  germs  had  been 
in  the  country  a long  time  and  remained  owing  to 
defective  sanitation;  it  was  a disease  that  might 
arise  de  novo  from  insanitary  conditions,  46691-2. — 
It  was  worst  in  Toe  Head,  Aughadown  and  Hare 
Island ; there  had  been  numerous  outbreaks  during 
past  twelve  years ; one  in  Hare  Island  in  1886  very 
severe ; after  the  last  outbreak  on  Toe  Head  in  1903, 
Mr.  Justice  Ross,  in  whose  court  the  estate  was,  on 
requisition  being  made  to  him  gave  directions  that 
soirje  twenty  houses  should  be  better  ventilated  at 
estate’s  expense,  46693.— It  was  difficult  to  say  who 
was  liable  for  putting  houses  in  a sanitary  condition  ; 
the  estate  was  in  Chancery  and  was  administered  by 
Judge  Ross,  46644-6.— Witness,  like  all  other  doctors, 
was  very  loth  to  prosecute  his  patients,  46693,  46700. 
—But  twenty  or  thirty  people  on  Toe  Head  were 
prosecuted  at  his  suggestion,  46693. 

Prevalence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  very  prevalent,  espe 
cially  m Aughadown,  Hare  and  Sherkin  Islands  anc 
' .ape  Clear ; its  incidence  was  greatest  in  places  ti 
'vl™>  consumptive  Irish-Americans  returned,  46696 
46700.— When  the  disease  was  introduced  into  house 
which,  from  their  structure  could  not  be  proper!’ 
SK*??  fre(luontly>  ^e  whole  family  died  out 
40696 —Persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  shoulc 
nave  their  cases  notified  at  port  of  landing  to  medica 
omcer  of  district  to  which  they  were  proceeding,  46696 
, 40715. —American  regulations  as  to  landing  of  con 
sumptives  were  extremely  stringent,  46699.— Witnes: 
believed  the  disease  brought  from  America  to  b< 
espemaHy  infectious,  46698.— Girls  had  often  beei 
employed  as  housemaids  in  America ; men  worked  ii 
tactories  and  the  work  was  very  hard ; it  was  ; 
curious  fact  that  in  America  as  in  Ireland  the  Celti. 
race  seemed  subject  to  tuberculosis,  46697.— A form  o 
?»™^S,VVaR  ,also  .con,mon  ani°ng  young  women  re 
465,0»--7C‘™«s  of  higli  death 
health  °S  tu neiculosis  were — (1)  general  weakening  o: 

Sarv?  , °r'”g,t0  *»d  drfe&v, 

rph,vly  ’ e 2'  defect.lve  housing  and  sanitation  ; (3‘ 
return  of  consumptive  Americans,  46715. 

Condition  of  Houses. 

^ouf;e,s’  cxcePfc  poor  law  cottages,  were  low 
'H-ventilated  china,  with  larthon  IW 
nsmting  generally  of  two  apartments ; at  front  anc 


Nujiber  of  Houses  unfit  tor  Habitation. 

In  Toe  Head,  population  175 ; seventeen  out  of 
Llnrty-seven  houses  were  unfit  for  habitation,  the 
remaining  twenty  were  almost  all  defective ; in  Hare 
Island,  population  300  ; forty  out  of  forty-six  houses 
2*®*®  ,unht  for  habitation  ; in  Cape  Clear,  population 
620;  twenty -five  out  of  120  houses  were  uninhabitable; 
in  Sherkin  Island,  population  300 ; only  six  or  ei"ht 
out  of  sixty  houses  were  unfit,  46714. 


Fishing  Industry  in  Sherkin  and  Cape  Cleah. 

People  of  Sherkin  and  Cape  Clear,  especially  the 
latter,  were  all  engaged  in  fishing  industry  and  were 
not  badly  off,  46715. 


O’SULLIVAN,  Rev.  JAMES. 


Congestion  in  Aughadown  South.1 

Population  of  congested  districts  of  Aughadown 
South  was  1,400 ; there  were  thirty  or  forty  un- 
economic farms  on  mainland  and  on  the  islands 
46717e8  ^^eam’  and  Calf)  they  were  all  uneconomic. 


COMPULSORY  I OWERS  FOR  BOARD  PROPOSED. 

There  was  no  word  of  property  being  sold  to  the 
Board  ; so  far  only  two  estates  had  been  sold  by  private 
arrangement  direct  to  tenants,  46719-20.— Such  die. 
tncts  as  Hare  Island  and  Toe  Head  should  pass 

tli rough  hands  of  an  improving  authority,  46721 

Overtures  had  been  made  for  other  estates,  but  prices 
asked  were  too  high  ; Board  should  have  compulsory 
powers  particularly  with  regard  to  Hare  Island,  where 
sanitary  improvement  and  definition  of  boundaries 
were  much  needed,  46736. 

Agricoltural  Instruction  needed. 

A.  large  proportion  of  land  was  cultivated,  but  im- 
perfectly ; plots  should  be  attached  to  National 
Schools,  where  children  could  be  instructed  theoreti- 
cally as  well  as  practically,  and  there  should  be 
itinerant  teachers  or  inspectors  coming  round  from 
year  to  year,  46721. — Teachers  would  have  to  be 
trained,  46722-3.— It  was  on  the  mainland  that  in- 
struction was  needed  and  some  plan  should  be  adop- 
ted to  secure  good  seeds,  46729-30. 
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O’SULLIVAN,  Rev.  JAMES — continued. 

Creameries  and  their  Effect  on  Health  of 
Children. 

There  were  creameries  in  the  district,  46721. — 
They  certainly  had  a bad  effect  on  children's  health ; 
separated  milk  had  a disagreeable  taste  and  very  soon 
became  unfit  for  food,  46724. — People  could  not  be 
induced  to  retain  sufficient  new  milk  for  the  chil- 
dren, 46725-7. 


Needs  of  Island  Fishing  Population. 

Fishing  population,  especially  on  the  islands,  was 
greatly  in  need  of  piers,  46730. — Hare  Island  cause- 
way was  intended  as  a passage  from  Hare  Island 
East  to  Hare  Island  West ; at  high  tide  there  was  six 
feet  of  water  on  the  strand  and  the  tide  came  up  very 
rapidly,  46731. — Work  was  not  yet  begun  ; it  was 
originally  expected  that  a quay  or  slip  would  be  built 
in  connection  with  the  bridge  and  this  was  badly 
needed,  46732-4. — There  were  large  mackerel  boats 
and  a large  number  of  lobster  boats  on  the  island ; 
lobster  fishing  would  be  very  successful  if  there  were  a 


O’SULLIVAN,  Rev.  JAMES — continued. 

good  permanent  market,  but  except  last  year  there 
was  only  one  buyer  and  prices  hardly  paid  for  fishes 
men’s  labour ; the  Frenchman  who  came  last  year 
might  not  return,  46732-3. — A road  was  made  through 
the  island  for  the  first  time  in  1892 ; Lord  Zetland 
came  down  on  the  island  to  see  it  and  through  him 
witness  succeeded  in  getting  the  road,  a slip  at  eas; 
end  of  island,  and  a large  quay  at  Roaring  Water 
Bay ; slip  on  the  east  was  not  sufficient,  there  should 
be  a quay  with  a slip  at  the  end  of  it  allowed  to  run 
out ; when  there  was  a glut  of  fish  and  price  was  low  in 
Baltimore,  mackerel  boats  would  come  over  and  em- 
ploy women  to  save  fish  for  their  own  use  ; a quay 
was  wanted  on  the  mainland  ; all  the  engineers  who 
saw  the  place  were  in  favour  of  proposed  improve- 
ments ; two  more  little  roads,  north  and  south,  were 
also  needed,  46735. 

Cork  needed  Representation  on  the  Board. 

District  was  badly  congested  ; valuation  about  12s. 
per  head  in  Hare  Island,  but  the  Board  had  never 
given  anything  except  for  the  bridge ; Cork  ought  to 
have  a representative  on  the  Board,  46736. 
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M'NULTY,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Acreage  op  Holdings  in  Balia  Rural  District. 

The  area  of  B.alLa  Rural  District  was  8,936  acres, 
of  which  about  4,400  acres  were  in  the  occupation  of 
201  tenants  of  under  £5  valuation,  46740. — 4,522 
acres  was  grazing  land,  46740-4. — Held  by  37  graziers, 
46746,  46755. — Lime  stone  and  clay  were  found  in 
it,  46757. — Some  was  moorland,  some  good  land,  though 
sticky,  46758. — Very  little  was  mountain  land, 
46747-8. — Witness  was  unable  to  state  the  exact  pro- 
portion of  grass  land,  bog,  and  rough  grazing,  but 
the  land  was  chiefly  grazing  land,  46749-50. — 
Witness  described  as  waste  land  all  the  land 
in  the  occupation  of  graziers,  or  land  not  held  by 
tenants  under  the  Act  of  1881 ; it  was  only  occupied 
by  bullocks,  and  did  not  relieve  congestion ; the 
former  tenants  had  emigrated  or  been  evicted,  46766. 
46791-4. 

Holdings  in  'Croaghmoyle  Electoral  Division. 

Parish  of  Islandeady. 

The  area  of  Croaghmoyle  was  7,150  acres,  of  which 
Only  654  acres  were  in  the  occupation  of  small  farmers, 
46767. — Forty-one  occupiers  were  under  £15  valua- 
tion, 46772. — Their  valuation  was  £551  8s.,  46777-9. 
— Only  four  occupiers  were  over  £15  valuation  ; their 
valuation  w.as  £131  10s. — It  was  a very  poor  divi- 
sion ; a congested  area,  46771-5. 

Holdings  on  Ballinafad. 

The  area  of  the  electoral  division  of  Ballinafad  was 
7,150  acres,  of  which  3,420  acres  were  under  grazing, 
46760. — All  land  in  this  division  over  £15  valuation 
was  untenanted,  or  perhaps  a small  area  tenanted, 
46763,  46764. 

Uneconomic  Holdings  in  Ballina  Union. 

The  number  of  uneconomic  holdings  in  Ballina 
Union  was  2,242,  46813-6. — The  valuation  of  these 
was  £4,  46817. — The  number  valued  between  £4  and 
£8  was  1,593,  46817. — £8  was  not  a standard,  46818. 
— The  valuation  of  £15  was  put  on  different  areas, 
46765. — Valuation  varies  from  £1  to  5s.  or  2s.  6 d.  per 
acre,  46765. 

Landlords  in  Balla. 

The  Earl  of  Arran  held  a valuation  of  £781  in 
Ballina,  Union.  46811. — This  included  demesne,  46812. 
— Several  landlords  in  Balla  division,  46751. — Sir 
Henry  L.  Blosse  owned  117  acres,  at  a rateable  valua- 
tion of  £1  12s.,  46762. — And  twenty-nine  acres  valued 
at  £7,  in  the  township  of  Ballinagrane,  46768. 

'Stock  of  Tenant  Farmers. 

The  tenant  farmers  with  uneconomic  holdings  were 
obliged  to  sell  their  stock  very  young,  at  ages  varying 
from  four  to  twelve  months,  46795-6. — Stock  was  sold 
to  graziers  and  larger  tenant  f armers,  and  at  fairs 
and  markets,  46798-46800. — Markets  for  stock  would 
not  be  injured  by  taking  up  grass  lands,  but  prob- 
ably improved,  46801-2,  46804. 

Taking  up  Grass  Lands. 

Grass  lands  should  be  used  to  enlarge  small  holdings, 
46789. — The  large  grazing  ranches  near  Croaghmoyle 
would  relieve  a good  deal  of  distress,  46790. — The 
purchase  of  land  was  of  immediate  importance ; for 
this  compulsory  powers  were  indispensable  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  46830,  46847,  46849. 

Allotment  of  Grass  Lands. 

Grass  lands,  when  acquired  compulsorily,  should 
be  used  to  enlarge  small  holdings,  46821. — And  to 
make  new  small  holdings  for  small  farmers  ; middle- 
aged  men,  in  the  first  place,  46822-6. — Or  for  farmers’ 
®ons  of  from  twenty-one  to  twenty-five,  as  this  might 


M'NULTY,  Mr.  JOHN— continued. 

check  emigration,  46740. — Witness  was  unable  to  state 
whether  land  sufficient  to  satisfy  both  small  holders 
and  their  sons  was  available,  46828. — If  not,  the 
surplus  population  must  emigrate,  46829. — But  if  land 
remained  after  satisfying  small  holders,  it  should  be 
given  to  uneconomic  holders  from  other  districts, 
46803,  46841-3. — Preference  being  given  to  adjacent 
districts,  46837,  46840. — Sons  of  tenants  shonld  not 
be  considered  till  all  uneconomic  holders,  irrespective 
of  place  of  residence,  were  satisfied,  46842. — But,  if 
land  sufficient  could  be  acquired,  the  sons  of  fanners 
should  be  considered,  46834-7. — The  uneconomic 
holders  in  that  district  should  have  first  claim,  46832- 
4. — The  reception  of  congests  from  other  districts 
would  probably  be  favourable,  46844. 


Migratory  Labourers. 

The  tenants  of  uneconomic  holdings  were  unable  to 
live  on  proceeds  of  their  land ; they,  or  their  sons, 
migrated  to  England  or  Scotland  every  year,  to  obtain 
the  necessaries  of  life,  46740. — Migration  from  Balla 
■and  Croaghmoyle,  46740,  46780. — Migratory  labourers 
went  to  England  in  the  spring,  some  immediately 
after  tilling  their  own  land,  and  remained  away  for 
four  or  five  months  ; females  also  went,  46787-8. — 
Enforced  migration  was  due  to  the  uneconomic  nature 
of  the  holdings,  46740. — The  condition  of  these  harvest 
men  in  England  was  bad ; they  were  obliged  to  sleep 
in  out-buildings,  46780. — Witness  had  seen  this  at 
Chapeltown,  near  Sheffield,  46784. — The  pay  was  bet- 
ter in  England,  and  allowed  the  necessaries  of  life 
to  be  bought.  46785-6. 


MELVIN,  Mr.  MATTHEW  J. 


Valuation  of  Holdings. 

The  population  of  Ballina  Union  was  20,148, 
46851. — The  area  1,496  acres  ; the  number  of  holdings 
valued  at  or  under  £4  was  2,242 ; from  £4  to  £8 
was  1,593  ; from  £8  to  £15,  715  ; from  £15  to  £20, 
219,  and  over  £20,  332  ; the  total  valuation  of  the 
Union,  including  the  urban  area  of  Ballina,  was 
£45,000,  exclusive  of  fisheries,  46852. — Near  Cross- 
molina  the  land  was  one  large  ranch ; one  holding 
was  654  acres,  valued  at  £300  ; another,  near 
Ballina,  524  acres,  valuation  £318 ; another  of 
1 70  acres,  at  £100  ; a farm  of  300  acres,  at  £144 ; 
and  there  were  also  farms  of  30,  50,  62,  65,  69,  and 
163  acres,  47057. — The  valuation  of  grazing  ranches 
in  Ballina  and  Crossmolina  was  all  under  £1  an  acre, 
47063. — Some  was  good  land,  some  inferior,  47064. — 
Griffith’s  valuation  was  used,  47065. — Rent  and  valu- 
ation were  nearly  equal,  47065. 


Land  Held  by  Graziers  and  Shopkeepers. 

Sixty-four  graziers  held  land  in  Ballina  Union,  to 
the  amount  of  3,816,  on  the  eleven  months’  system  ; 
witness  was  unable  to  say  whether  these  figures 
referred  to  valuation  or  acreage,  46854-5. — And 
twenty-five  landlords  owned  land,  mainly  grazing,  to 
the  value  of  £5,693,  including  demesne ; the  figures 
concerning  landlords  and  graziers  were  mutually  ex- 
clusive, 46855-8. — Some  land  was  held  by  shopkeepers  ; 
654  acres  belonged  to-  a shopkeeper  in  Belmullet. 
47059. 


Deterioration  of  Grazing  Land  Remedied  by 
Mixed  Farming. 

Grazing  land  had  deteriorated,  47064,  47066. — If 
the  system  of  mixed  farming  were  employed,  the 
land  would  be  better,  and  support  more  people. 
47066-7,  47069,  47072-3. — At  any  rate,  if  this  were 
combined  with  a system  of  small  holdings,  47069-71.— 
If  the  Belgium  system  were  adopted  Ireland  could 
support  eight  million  persons,  47071. 
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Reduction  of  Population  Remedied  by  Division  of 
Grass  Lands. 

Population  of  Ballina  had  fallen  from  24,960,  in  • 
1881,  to  20,148,  in  1901,  46859-60. — Only  remedy  for 
this  was  the  dividing  of  grazing  ranches,  for  the  en- 
largement of  holdings,  46859-62. — Uneconomic  holders 
in  congested  districts  should  have  the  first  claim  on 
distributed  grass  lands,  46862-6. — Witness  would  for- 
ward this,  but  would  not  resist  the  giving  of  grass 
lands  to  farmers’  sons,  if  uneconomic  holdings  were 
first  made  economic,  46867-8,  46879,  46900-2,  46918. — 
Unwise  to  create  new  tenancies  unless  this  meant 
vacated  holdings,  46865. — Uneconomic  tenants  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and’  not  adjacent  to  grass  lands, 
should  be  migrated,  46870.— But  witness  would  not 
advise  bringing  of  congests  to  Mayo  from  Galway, 
46873. — Or  Leitrim,  46875. — These  should  be  migrated 
to  Roscommon  ; witness  would  not  object  if  uneconomic 
tenants  of  Mayo  first  supplied,  46879. 


Jealousy  of  Migrants. 

If  uneconomic  tenants  from  other  districts  were 
migrated  into  Mayo  there  would  be  jealousy,  46880, 
46886,  46888.— This  would  wear  ofi,  46827-8,  46889. 
— And  would  yield  to  representations  of  influential 
men,  46899. — There  was  ia  prepossession  in  every 
locality  in  favour  of  the  people  of  the  district, 
46897. — But  there  is  no  more  objection  to  migrants 
from  ,a  diflerent  county  than  to  migrants  from  a 
remote  part  of  the  same  county,  46915-6,  46921-3— 
Who  soon  were  on  good  terms  with  their  neighbours  ; 
example,  migrants  to  L-acken,  46924-9.— This  ques- 
tion unlikely  to  arise  in  Mayo,  because  there  w.as  not 
grass  land  enough  in  county  to  sun  ply  its  own  con- 
gested districts,  46873,  46881,  46892-6.— But,  in  wit- 
ness’s opinion,  public  authority  would  be  required  to 
arrange'  distribution  of  grass  lands,  46891,  46904— 
Because  there  was  mathematical  order  in  which  land 
should  be  distributed  to  sons  of  tenants  and  congests 
from  other  districts,  46904-7,  46919. 

Landlords  Unwilling  to  Sett. 

Public  authority  with  powers  of  compulsory  pur- 
chase also  needed,  because  landlords  unwilling  to  sell 
unless  compelled,  46946-Witness  had  no  Practical 
experience  of  negotiations,  but  knew  by  “ experience  ” 
not  hearsay,  46947-51-Landlords  demanded  twenty- 

l0o/+nrStnlPUrC-htf’  th0Ugh  they  were  content 
1003  to  take  eighteen  years ; Cranagh  Farm  an  ex- 
ample ; ,t  conmsW  of  111  Irish  8cresf  mostl  ; 

wXeVn„?905;.l“’dIord,1’ei"sed  » to S 

1 Be  th,eir  smaI1  hidings,  46051-3.— 

SR.'SA.*’*  -”b»  « »d  — 

Sale  of  Tenants’  Interest  by  Auction. 

*°  5611  “ fest  townee,  but 

onhfL,WaS  °a?ef  chattel  interest,  46953—  Public 

But  Tt  Sale  • by  motion,  46953,  47002— 

knowledge,  46953-5  47o’o5  in,;*  8 °J  Wltne®®  s own 

S fi 


MELVIN,  Mr.  MATTHEW  J. — continued. 

high  price  and  sale  at  auction  showed  the  determi 
tion  of  landlords  to  obtain  the  extreme  value  nf  i„  j 
46963,  46991. — Price  made  at  auction  was  as  a i ’ 
excessive,  46998— Because  of  land  hunger’of  tenant!’ 
46994-6— And  he  would  give  anv  price,  or  bcmw»i 
any  rate,  to  obtain  a holding,  46995-7  — \y> 
ness  objected  to  sale  by  auction  of  tenanbright 
because  the  small  holder,  a poor  man,  would  not  m 
ten  years’  purchase,  46982. — Though  a rich  Jit8 
would,  46982.-- This  frustrated  the  Act  of  lorn 
46964,  46988,  46991— Which  Act  was  passed  to  m 
lieve  congestion,  46979. — If  landlords  found  it  p0s 
sifcle  to  obtain  ten  or  twelve  years’  purchase  abov 
the  proper  price  of  land,  auctions  would  becom! 
general,  small  holders  would  be  unable  to  enlarge 
their  holdings,  and  congestion  would  become  steret 
typed,  46982-8— The  graziers  would  still  have  the 
land,  46989,  47007— Public  opinion  so  hostile  to  auc 
tions  that  police  protection  required,  46978. 

Refusal  to  Sell  to  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Landlord  of  Cranagh  Farm  refused  to  sell  to  Con 
gested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Commissioners 
46991— This  not  of  witness’s  own  knowledge,  46993  — 
Tenants  willing  to  give  the  same  price  as  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  46966— Witness  was  not  aware 
of  negotiations  between  the  landlord  and  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  the  purchase  of  this  land  • the 
Chief  Secretary  had  said  in  Parliament  that  negotia- 
tions had  been  in  progress,  46967-8.— There  was  no 
prospect  of  these  negotiations  succeeding,  46975-7.— 
Witness  knew  of  no  instance  of  a member  of  the 
Board  being  in  Ballina  Union,  though  ten  districts 
in  the  union  were  scheduled  as  congested,  46858. 
—Witness  in  favour  of  compulsory  powers ’of  pur! 
chase,  47008. — There  was  hardly  any  voluntary  sale  in 
Ballina  Union,  except  of  land  in  Chancery,  47009— 
It  was  necessary  to  define  compulsory  powers,  47010— 
Pnces  might  be  fixed  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
or  the  Estates  Commissioners,  47013— At  about  the 
same  price  as  voluntary  sale,  47013-4,  47037— Price 
of  voluntary  sale,  a fair  price,  47016. 

Holding  of  Witness. 

Witness  himself  had  a farm  of  thirty-one  acres— 
aLl®?  ,on  one  estate  and  fifteen  on  another, 
S'LT  ,lth.  a residence  on  one  of  them,  47018-20, 
4/026.  And,  in  addition,  twelve  acres  adjacent, 
wa8o  grazing  and  meadow  land,  but  sometimes 
tilled,  47022,  47028. — All  this,  with  the  exception  of 
the  residential  land,  was  untenanted  land,  according 
to  witness  s definition,  and  might  be  taken  by  Govern- 
to  enlarge  small  holdings,  47021,  47030.— Of 
winch  there  are  some  adjacent,  47031— Witness 
would  suffer  by  this  arrangement  for  a time,  47033— 
as.  well  suffer  as  his  neighbours,  47030, 

1 Acquisition  of  witness’s  holding  by  Government 
would  be  j ust,  if  it  left  him  with  an  economic  hold- 
„ S»  Standard  of  economic  holding  depends 

Wo  0 quality  of  the  land  and  the  nearness  of  mar- 
or  twelve  .acres  near  Dublin  or  Belfast 
would  be  economic  46909— But  not  less  than  twenty 
!^nrayK>7,pi'oba*ly  'between  ijwentjy  and  tfhirty 
_ . ,m  46910. — A holding  that  cannot  be 

wked  with  .a  horse  is  not  economic,  46911-12— 
ae?s  coul(l  sell  his  land  by  auction,  'but  wants 
S ls^rv-ip0wers1;  land  was  in  his  family  for  years, 

■ . 4 - Witness  does  not  object  to  selling  chattel 
audiion,  « but  to  se]]inS  gazing  land  by 


Interest  Sold  at  Ten  Years’  Purchase.  Price  of  Land  Fixed  by  the  State. 


“ '7  Bli“-  ™ 

would  be  saleable  at  twenShSfjSL™'0*  **f“  ; Iand 
bonus  would  nmke  it  cqull  te  P“r'l>aso,  and 

abase,  46956-8._Tenant  rieM  .yeats  P”’ 

rnauded  a higher  S l-SU.d>7  »”>- 

quality,  was  not  of 

61 — This  ten  years’  pufcW  w.^’.t  Jears’  4f» 
fine,  46963— Rent  of  Pthe  land  Y*  Jhe  nature  of  a 

per  acre,  46962  46999  Tfcio  ” ?uestlon  was  £l  2s. 

Which  fine id  ?„SM»  7“  41,6  basis  °» 
47001 — The  rent  waf Wr “S  ffl”? 'T  ?lOTlated. 
auction,  but  afterwards  raiSl“  ’ h' 


selling48-43  uaasonable  for  the  Government  to  fir 
?HLPnC*  ,°,f  ,land  a.s  rent  of  land,  46971— Though 
of  would  be  subject  to  readjustment  at  the  end 
the  limp  7TS>  46972—  But  the  question  was  logically 
in  land  ’ nf  man  has  an  absolute  property 

WifSS +J687vT?3h"  was  an  old  theory,  46974.— 
hi  ^ S fj  * at  for  the  good  of  the  State,  that 
set  at  m be  taken  for  the  same  price  he  could 

Orati.  fi0!''01  by,  Private  bargain,  47037,  47043— 
This  a -nr  ^ be  had  a grazing  ranch,  47041— 

4703R  Pi  achcal  question,  47039— A hard  question, 
the  nrirao  sJates^  Commissioners  were  competent  to  fix 
as  +W  (f  land  compulsorily  taken,  at  the  same  price 
as  tnat  of  a voluntary  sale,  47049— Witness  thought 
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railways  did  not  give  higher  price  for  land  compul- 
sorily acquired,  47055. — Witness  had  had  experience 
of  Killala  Railway  ; in  a few  cases  had  known  prices 
of  compulsory  purchase  higher  than  voluntary  sale, 
47057. 

Migratory  Labourers. 

Labourers  in  Attymas  West  and  Attymas  East, 
Kilgarvan,  Sallymount,  and  Faugheen  went  to 
England  annually,  as  harvest  men,  46873,  46943. — 
1,500  labourers  migrate,  1,400  in  ten  parishes,  46873, 
46944. — Migration  not  greater  in  the  poorer  parishes, 
46944.— Labourers  migrate  because  of  poverty ; a 
proof  of  this  was,  they  were  unable  to  pay  rates, 
46944. — Three  rate-collectors  appointed  since  the  pas- 
sing of  the  Local  Government  Act,  and  all  unable  to 
collect  rates,  46944. — When  in  England  these  labourers 
had  to  sleep  in  fields,  46945. 

Poor  Relief. 

A district  on  the  slopes  of  Nephin  Mountain  rated 
at  £1,200,  paid  in  1905-6  £115  8s.  Id.  in  outdoor 
relief,  46928-9,  46933.— The  same  amount  was  being 
paid  in  1907,  46930. — 1905-6  was  not  an  exceptionally 
bad  year,  46938. — This  was  provisional  relief,  46939. 
— Was  given  to  holders  of  land,  irrespective  of  valu- 
ation, 46939-40. — But  holders  in  the  district  were  poor, 
chiefly  of  £2  and  £3  valuation  ; there  was  not  ten  men 
of  £15  valuation  in  the  division,  46941. 

The  “Thirteenth  Section.” 

No  special  arrangement  was  made  for  Mayo,  in 
1905-6 ; the  Thirteenth  Section  was  not  put  into 
force  ; witness  was  a member  of  the  County  Council 
and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  seven  years 
previous  to  1907,  46932. — Witness  remembered  the 
Thirteenth  Section  being  put  into  force  >n  three 
unions  of  the  county — Belmullet,  Swinford,  and 

Westport,  and  under  that  Section  they  were  allowed 
to  levy  a threepenny  rate,  46933-4. — The  Government 
contribution  was  75  per  cent.,  but  the  cost  over  the 
whole  county  was  £1,700,  46936. — 'Witness  considered 
this  a degrading  section,  46934. 
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Holdings  in  Killala. 

There  were  909  holdings  in  Killala  Union  under 
£4  valuation ; 534  between  £4  and  £8 ; 331  between 
£8  and  £10  ; 78  between  £10  and  £15  ; and  146  over 
£20,  47078. — There  were  within  the  Union  of  Killala 
6,728  acres  of  land  in  the  hands  of  landlords,  let  under 
the  eleven  months  system  ; all  the  land  round  Killala 
was  waste,  47080,  47260. — There  was  no  population 
tut  an  occasional  herd’s  man,  and  a few  persons 
living  in  the  town,  47080,  47261. — The  land  was  not 
all  good  ; but  some  was  superior,  some  medium,  and 
some  rotten  land,  47083,  47087. — The  valuation  was 
about  10s.  per  acre,  47085-6. 

Landlords  in  Killala. 

2,959  acres  were  held  in  the  union  by  Miss  S. 
Pringle,  and  was  superior  land,  though  her  228  acres 
at  Carrowmore,  near  Ballycastle,  and  value  at  £36, 
was  not  superior,  47078,  47081-2. — Other  landlords 
were  Miss  A.  G.  K.  Gore,  who  held  483  acres,  Mrs. 
B.  W.  Bourke,  who  held  1,080 ; Mr.  J.  V.  Knox, 
338 ; Mrs.  P.  Knox-Gore,  340  ; Mr.  J.  M'Cormick, 
197;  Mr.  G.  O.  M.  Ormsby,  266;  Sir  R.  Palmer. 
Mrs.  Saunders-Knox-Gore,  the  Earl  of  Arran,  47078, 
47029.— These  figures  were  taken  from  the  return  of 
Mr.  Ginnell,  and  that  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Union,  and 
witness  did  not  think  them  misleading,  47077,  47079, 
47084. — Part  of  Killala  Union  is  greatly  congested, 
*7140. — But  only  two  divisions  are  scheduled  as  con- 
gested, of  which  Lacken  North  is  one ; the  whole 
Union  should,  in  the  opinion  of  witness  and  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  be  scheduled  as  congested,  47280.  47284 

fl7000  ’ ’ 


Tyrawley. 

The  Killala  District  Council  embraced  the  greater 
part  of  the  Barony  of  Tyrawley  ; Ballycastle  was  the 
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most  important  centre ; the  population  was  about 
9,000 ; the  area  165  square  miles ; the  valuation 
£20,437 ; more  than  half  the  tenant'  farmers  were 
under  £5  valuation ; these  men  had  taken  up  'bog, 
mountain,  or  marshy  bottom  lands,  and,  after  re- 
claiming them,  were  compelled  to  pay  increased  rents, 
47087. — This  land  was  acquired  thirty  years  ago, 
before  the  Act  of  1881,  47089. — The  holdings  were  much 
improved,  and  might  support  tenants  in  a good  year, 
but  in  bad  times  they  applied  to  the  Union  and  the 
Government,  47089. 

The  Thirteenth  Section  of  the  Act. 

There  were  then  500  families  in  Killala  Union, 
47113. — And,  if  application  were  made  to  Government, 
the  district  was  asked  to  put  the  Thirteenth  Section 
in  force ; under  this  section  the  Government  paid 
£75,  and  the  Union  and  County  Council  £25  out  of 
every  £100  expended,  47089. — This  a fairly  liberal 
arrangement,  47091,  47101. — But  the  money  was  not 
expended  to  the  best  advantage,  47109. — And  was  ex- 
pended in  the  employment  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, ,at  low  wages  of  lOd.  or  Is.  a day,  on  heavy 
work,  47089-90. — The  system  was  degrading  and  de- 
moralising, 47089,  47095. — It  was  the  last  shaft,  47090. 
— And  only  accepted  in  cases  of  real  necessity,  47101. 
— If  avoidable,  should  never  be  employed,  47'090. — 
The  people  continued  to  beg  from  year  to  year,  47091, 
47100,  47107. — Though  the  Government  might  improve 
tlieir  position,  47094. — As  it  had  improved  the  large 
holdings,  and  benefited  important  persons,  47111. — 
Work  should  be  provided,  other  than  relief -work, 
47099,  47102. — No  country  but  Ireland  had  to  apply 
to  Government  for  relief,  47092. — The  money  spent  on 
relief  works  should  be  applied  to  drainage,  opening  up 
of  railways,  or  some  industry,  47111,  47278. 

Responsibility  of  Local  Authorities  for  Unwise 
Expenditure. 

The  local  authority  determined  the  expenditure  of 
the  money,  subject  to  its  being  used  to  provide  work, 
47105-6.  —The  impression  left  by  the  witness  on  the 
Commission  was  that  local  authorities  were  to  blame 
for  unwise  expenditure,  47109. — Witness  was  of 
opinion  that  the  high  salaries  of  officials  absorbed 
most  of  the  money,  47109. — The  County  Council  unani- 
mously objected  to  the  working  of  Section  Thirteen, 
47110. — Only  relief  for  distress,  since  industries  are 
non-existent,  was  division  grazing  lands  for  the  en- 
largement of  small  holdings,  47112-3,  47133,  47136. 

Witness’s  Holdings. 

Witness  agreed  with  Mr.  Melvin’s  evidence — agreed 
on  the  questions  of  shopkeepers  owning  grass  lands, 
47114-5. — Witness  held  a twenty-acre  field,  situated  on 
the  Madden  Estate,  on  the  eleven  months’  system, 
47116,  47121,  47126,  47145.— Which  he  had  held  for 
twenty  years  as  accommodation  land,  47145. — And 
also  a non-residential  farm  of  eighty  acres,  at  Kilfian, 
on  which  were  two  houses  made  into  one,  47118-9, 
47117,  47149. — These  he  would  be  willing  to  relinquish 
if  required  by  the  State  for  the  enlargement  of  small 
holdings,  47121,  47141,  47146.— Witness  had,  in  fact, 
offered  in  Judge  Ross’s  Court  to  relinquish  it,  47134, 
47141. — Though  he  understood  tenants  of  long  stand- 
ing who  wished  to  retain  their  land,  had  the  pre- 
ference, 47146. — Witness  would  be  willing  to  relinquish 
his  holding,  because  he  would  prefer  to  attend  to  his 
shop,  and  believed  he  would  be  “ fairly  handled,” 
47322. — This  expression  was  meaningless,  as  applied 
to  grass  lands,  since  lie  would  simply  relinquish  his 

tenancy,  and  no  money  would  pass,  47146,  47148-9. 

But  ho  thought  an  acre,  or  grass  for  a cow,  should 
be  retained  by  him,  if  the  land  were  distributed. 
47149-51. 

"Fair  Price  of  Land.” 

Expression  “fairly  handled”  might  apply  to  the 
non-residential  farm,  in  which  he  had  a tenant-right, 
47157. — For  this  he  should  expect  a “ fair  price,” 
47153. — Witness  could  not  indicate  by  a fair  price, 
but  the  buyer  would  know,  47154. — Witness's  farms 
varied  as  to  profits — some  years  good ; some  years  not 
so  good,  47157,  47171-2. — /The  profits  might  bo  esti- 
mated from  his  books,  which  he  did  not  keep  ac- 
curately. 47156,  47158.— If  the  Estates  Commissioners 
3 r 2 
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should  offer  him  a sum  of  money  producing  a less  in- 
come than  he  received  from  the  farms  he  would  be 
satisfied,  47160. — Considering  the  affair  a speculation, 
47160. — Because  he  would  not  complain  of  a price 
fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  47161-2. — Even  if  he  did 
not  consider  the  price  “ fail*,”  47169. — 'Wit- 
ness would  estimate  his  profits  from  the  farm 
on  a ten  years’  average,  47173. — And  would  be  con- 
tent with  a price  producing  this  income,  less  twenty 
or  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which  might  be  considered 
as  representing  risk  and  wages  of  management, 
47174-6. — He  believed  the  Estates  Commissioners  would 
give  a price  representing  the  value  of  the  land,  though 
they  would  not  be  guided  by  him,  47164-5. — The  value 
of  the  farm  to  him  was  the  amount  of  money  it 
brought  in,  46167-8. — The  farm  was  a secondary 
source  of  income,  47179. — And  higgling  about  the  farm 
might  injure  the  shop,  47180. 

Witness  would  ask  more  ip  the  Farm  were  his 
Sole  Livelihood. 

But  if  witness  depended  entirely  upon  the  farm 
hi  would  not  be  content  with  a price  returning  twenty 
or  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  his  income  from  the 
farm,  47181. — Witness  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  un- 
fair to  dispossess  tenants  residing  on,  and  living  out 
of,  their  land,  47182. — But  land  held  on  the  eleven 
months’  system  should  be  acquired  by  Government, 
for  the  relief  of  small  holders,  47188. — And  the  eleven 
months  man  should  be  eliminated,  47190. 


Non-Residential  Holders  to  be  More  Leniently 
Dealt  with  than  Eleven  Months  Men. 

The  non-residential  man  was  in  a different  category, 
having  a bigger  interest  in  the  land,  47193.— As  much 
as  the  landlord,  47170.— But,  if  the  division  of  the 
large  ranches  did  not  provide  sufficient  land  for  the 
congests,  the  non-resicfential  holdings,  in  addition, 

should  be  compulsorily  acquired,  47194,  47201-2. 

The  non-residential  holder  was  less  wealthy  than  the 
landlord,  47194,  47198.— And  less  able  to  survive  com- 
pulsory deprivation,  47198.— Witness  thought  that  the 
processes  of  acquiring  grazing  lands  and  non-resi- 
dential  holdings  should  not  proceed  side  by  side,  be- 
cause the  two  classes  were  distinct,  47196.— But,  if  the 
ranches  in  Killala  Union  were  parcelled  out,  there 
wpuld  be  land  enough  for  enlarging  of  small  holdings, 
or  provision  of  new  holdings  for  congests  in  Kilcum- 
min,  Rathlacken,  and  along  the  coast  to  Balderrig, 

472M  4?pfer  °f  tenantE’  ,who  now  emigrated, 
4/204,  47205.— There  was  no  industry  to  retain  them 
v”1Ireland’  47204.— Nearly  all  farmers  in  the  union 
® A,menca  who  assisted  him  with 

money,  without  this  they  could  not  pay  their  way  ; 

7or  bis  ‘T  Cashed,£7100  or  £800  every  Christmas 
customers,  and  the  post  office  cashed  large 
sums,  enabling  farmers  to  pay  their  rates,  taxes  and 

<™t  on  belialf  of  Mi  oto 
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Conditions  of  Line  in  Ucfie:.-. 
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roads  into  the  village  47288  m^neers’  and  mak 
of  officials  in  Killala  Unfc*"!!’ Me^m.  ^ 


Character  of  the  Western  Peasantry. 

The  peasantry  of  the  West  of  Ireland  wen.  „ . 
too  lazy  to  work,  if  they  had  the  facilities  of  fa!J 
m other  parts  of  Ireland— good  land,  large  buiS" 
and  low  rents— there  would  be  no  distress^  even  n8*’ 
the  gift  of  more  land  would  rehabilitate ’the  i 
of  the  West,  47209.  6 peasan‘ 

Price  op  Land.— Number  of  Years’  Purchase 
Demanded. 

But  landlords  are  unwilling  to  sell  laud  to  tenants- 
few  landlords  m Killala  Union  have  sold  to  tenant’ 
the  largest  landlords  hold  out  for  exorbitant  nS 
47209-10.— They  acquired  their  land  after  Oliver  Cr™ 
weHs  war  in  Ireland,  and  now  ask  twenty-four  t 
twenty-six  years’  purchase  for  second  judicial  ten *7 
cies,  together  with  a bonus  of  three  to  live  vears  • wit 
ness  would  not  recommend  anyone  to  give' more’ than 
eighteen  years  purchase  for  second  judicial  tenancies 
in  view  of  the  climatic  changes  in  Ireland,  and  the 
probability  of  the  importation  of  Canadian  and  Ar 
gentine  cattle,  47210.— Sir  Roger  Palmer’s  tenants 
made  offers  he  would  not  accept,  other  landlords  de 
manded  24i  years’  purchase  ; this  witness  considered 
exorbitant,  47212. — Taking  into  account  that  before 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1903,  they  were  willing  to 
sell  at  eighteen  or  twenty  years’  purchase,  under  the 
Ashbourne  Act,  47217,  47216.— And  now  refuse  good 
oilers  from  tenants,  47216.— Mr.  Pratt,  before  the 
1903  Act  was  passed,  offered  to  sell  his  land  for  eigh- 
teen years’  purchase,  and  after  1903  Act  came  into 
operation  he  sold  it  at  24^  years’  purchase,  this  was 
a case  in  point,  47219-20.— Witness,  acquainted  with 
agrarian  history,  recognised  the  difference  ;n  position 
of  landlords  before  and  after  the  Act  of  1903,  47217-8. 
—Witness  is  not  aware  whether  landlords  were  sol- 
vent or  not,  but  understood  that  some,  being  insolvent 
still  refused  to  sell,  47218.— Under  the  Act  of  1903) 
though  the  same  annuity  is  paid  for  68£  years,  in- 
stead of  49,  which  is  a great  difference,  47223-4. 

Witness  considered  that  the  price  of  land  bad  risen 
since  1903,  whether  that  was  the  object  of  the  Act  or 
no,  landlords  were  now  looking  for  a greater  number 
of  years’  purchase,  instead  of  meeting  their  tenants 
half-way,  47225-6 ; tenants  in  witness’s  district  bad 
made  fairly  good  offers,  which  were  refused.  47225-6. 
— Witness  would  not  consider  landlords  demanded  ex- 
orbitant prices  for  land,  if  sum  demanded,  if  invested 
at  three  and  a-half  per  cent,  would  not  exceed  pre- 
vious income  from  land ; witness  had  based  his 
opinion  on  number  of  years’  purchase,  47229. 


Department  of  Agriculture  conferred  no  benefits 
on  Killala. — Use  of  Spraying  Machines. 

The  Union  of  Killala  had  derived  no  benefits  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion, the  suggestion  of  a County  Committee  are  ignored 
by  them,  47229,  47236. — The  County  Committee  asked 
some  years  ago  for  the  supply  of  spraying  machines 
to  the  congested  or  poor  districts  of  the  Union ; this 
the  Committee  refused,  though  they  had  ample  funds 
for  the  purpose,  47229. — Notice  was  given  to  the  De- 
partment in  1907  of  the  appearance  of  potato  blight, 
and  though  in  answer  to  a question  in  Parliament  by 
Mr.  Flynn,  the  Vice-President  replied  that  means  were 
being  taken  to  combat  it,  no  action  was  taken  in  the 
Union,  47229. — Mr.  Russell  stated  that  thousands  of 
leaflets  had  been  sent  out,  but,  to  witness’s  knowledge, 
no  leaflets  were  received  in  Killala,  47229.— It  was 
stated  also  that  large  posters  were  affixed  to  police  bar- 
racks, and  that  men  had  been  sent  out  to  give  instruc- 
tions in  spraying,  and  to  repair  machines ; also  that 
machines  would  be  sold  at  27s.  6 d.  (cost  price),  and  sul- 
phate of  copper  at  36  per  cent,  (cost  price) ; no  machines 
were  received  in  Killala,  47229,  47277.— Though  wit- 
ness believed  they  had  been  asked  for  immediately  the 
blight  appeared ; the  Union  had  passed  a resolution 
to  apply,  47267-70. — An  official  reply  was  sent  by  the 
Department,  witness  could  not  say  whether  it  was  a 
promise  to  send  spraying  material,  hut,  if  so,  the 
material  would  now  be  useless,  47271-3. — When  it  was 
pointed  out  to  witness  that  a great  quantity  of  spray- 
ing material  was  sent  to  Belmullet,  he  replied  that 
an  official  from  the  Department  required  guarantees 
before  supplying  the  material,  47220,  47274.— Which 
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few  people  were  able  to  pay,  47274. — The  people  un- 
derstood the  use  of  the  spraying  machines,  47229. — 
And  every  farmer  in  the  Union  used  them,  47235. — 
Though  farmers  of  under  £4  valuation  were  unable 
to  obtain  machines,  47235. — And  in  districts  where  the 
people  are  very  poor,  the  absence  of  spraying  was  a 
great  loss  to  them,  47229. 

Spraying  Machines  supplied  by  Shopkeepers. 

Shopkeepers  in  the  Union  lent  machines  on  hire, 
and  others  sold  machines  and  materials,  47230. — The 
machines  were  lent  out  at  a shilling  a day,  or  a 
shilling  for  a small  field  of  potatoes,  47231-2. — It 
might  be  possible  to  let  them  at  a shilling  for  two 
days ; local  shopkeepers  have  sold  sulphate  of  copper 
at  35s.  per  ton,  as  cheaply  as  the  Department,  4723C 
47277. — Witness  had  bought  it  from  the  United  Al- 
kali Company,  47230. — Shopkeepers  had  to  wait  a 
long  time  for  their  money,  47230,  47277. — Witness 
did  not  say  that  the  Department  should  compete  with 
shopkeepers,  but  that,  considering  their  boasted  phil- 
anthropy, they  should  do  something  for  the  poor, 
47234. — It  was  better  that  the  machines  should  be 
locally  supplied,  47237.— The  Department  imported 
people  from  England  and  Scotland,  who  considered 
the  English  rather  than  Ireland,  47237. — While  the 
local  people,  who  knew  the  district,  47237. — And  paid 
a penny  rate,  47234,  47237.— Obtained  no  results  for 
their  money  and  suggestions,  47229,  47234,  47236, 
47250,  47278. — Witness  had  never  seen  an  official  of 
the  Department  in  the  district,  47249,  47277. 

Refusal  to  Strike  a Rate. 

The  Union  might  refuse  to  strike  a rate,  but  those 
who  receive  benefits  in  their  own  districts  would  op- 
pose this,  47239.— And  the  majority  of  the  Council  con- 
sidered that  they  had  had  good  value  for  their  penny, 
47240-1. — Some  years  ago  the  Council  had  refused  to 
strike  a rate,  and  an  influential  deputation  of  per- 
sons who  were  receiving  benefits,  had  begged  them  to 
revoke  it,  47242. 

Districts  in  Mayo  benefited  by  the  Department. 

Witness  considered  that  the  part  of  Mayo  abou- 
Westport  received  the  principal  benefit,  where  they 
received  a grant  for  training  or  convent  school?. — 
Witness  was  aware  that  Ballaghadereen  and  Clare- 
morris  received  grants,  47243-7. — Ballaghadereen  was 
not  in  the  administrative  county,  47247. 

Premium  Bulls  and  Boars  in  Killala  Union. 

Clegg  Rovson  was  not  a premium  bull,  but  the  pro- 
perty of  Dr.  Macaulay,  47256. — There  was  a premium 
bull  at  Drumroe,  and  one  at  Ballyeastle,  47258-9. — 
Mu'llavany,  where  there  was  a premium  bull,  was  not 
in  Killala  ; there  were  nine  nominations  about  Kil- 
lala, 47257. — Mr.  Thomas  Dillon  had  a premium  boar 
at  Rafftay — it  was  easy  enough  to  give  a boar,  but 
a poor  man  could  not  get  a boar  without  giving  £2, 
47264. — Witness  did  not  consider  he  was  inconsistent 
in  making  these  statements,  and  saying  also  that  the 
Department  had  done  nothing  for  the  Killala  neigh- 
bourhood, 47265. — Nor  did  he  wish  to  withdraw  his 
statement  about  the  Department,  47267. — Which 
many  persons  would  confirm,  47265. 

Egg  Station. 

Mrs.  Dillon  had  an  egg  station,  but  witness  Con- 
sidered it  useless,  47266. 

High  Salaries  in  the  Department. 

All  the  Department’s  activities  were  equally  useless, 
and  the  funds  were  squandered  in  high  official  sala- 
ries, 47278. — There  were  several  important  fishing 
stations  in  the  Union,  but  from  want  of  proper  har- 
bours and  piers,  and  neglect  of  ancient  substitutes  for 
piers,  fishermen  could  only  go  to  sea  in  fine  weather ; 
the  fishermen’s  boats  (many  of  them  canvas  curraghs') 
were  unsuitable,  and  when  the  fishermen  got  a good 
haul,  they  had  to  sell  it  locally,  and  could  not  send 
such  fish  as  turbot  and  salmon  to  the  proper  markets, 
for  lack  of  railway  facilities,  and  therefore  only  ob- 
tained a half  or  a third  of  the  price  they  would 
■command  in  London  or  Dublin,  47278,  47286. 


CORCORAN,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

A Coast  Railway  Needed. 

A coast  railway  would  serve  the  whole  Union  of 
Killala,  and  would  develop  and  improve  the  country, 
producing  better  prices,  more  prosperous  fairs  and 
markets,  and  allowing  the  mineral  and  flag  quarries 
to  be  worked  to  advantage,  47278. — Witness  was  in 
favour  of  the  Blacksod  Railway  scheme — if  the  Black- 
sod,  Collooney,  and  Belmullet  scheme  could  be  carried 
cut  soon,  the  peasantry  suffering  from  the  failure  of 
the  potato  crop  would  obtain  employment  and  keep 
themselves  and  their  families  till  better  times. — 
Witness  wished  the  Government  to  establish  the  All 
Red  line  to  Canada,  47279. 

Land  held  by  Shopkeepers  as  an  Investment. 

Shopkeepers  acquired  land  as  an  investment,  be- 
cause there  were  so  few  suitable  investments  in  Ire- 
land, 47117. — If  the  country  were  more  prosperous 
shopkeepers  would  not  need  to  hold  land,  47121. — In 
small,  backward  country  towns,  shopkeepers  were  en- 
tirely occupied  with  their  business,  but  this  depends 
on  their  business  methods,  47122. — They  buy  land  in- 
stead of  gambling  on  the  Stock  Exchange,  47117. — If 
the  county  were  more  prosperous  they  would  not  neces- 
sarily buy  the  tenants’  holdings,  but  would  have  more 
money  to  invest,  and  do  more  business,  instead  of 
farming,  and  could  employ  their  surplus  wealth  in 
some  other  form  of  investment,  47117. 


KELLY,  Rev.  JOHN. 

Congested  Districts  Board  did  Good. — Proposed 
New  Members. 

Agreed  generally  with  preceding  witnesses,  47294. — 
The  Congested  Districts  Board  was  doing  good,  more 
than  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
struction, but  it  would  be  more  useful  if  two  or  three 
new  members  were  added  to  it,  appointed  or  nominated 
by  the  County  Councils  of  counties  at  present  unre- 
presented on  the  Board,  47294. — Donegal  was  already 
represented  by  Dr.  O’Donnell,  and  Mayo,  by  Father 
Denis  O’Hara — other  counties  might  complain  of  not 
being  represented,  47295. — Witness  would  not  neces- 
sarily limit  the  number  to  three  or  four,  47296  — Men 
with  local  knowledge  were  useful,  47296. 

Increase  of  Board’s  Powers. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  charge 
of  the  purchase  of  land  in  Connaught,  and  in  the 
congested  counties  of  Donegal,  Kerry  and  Cork,  unlees 
on  any  estate  the  tenants  were  prepared  to  purchase 
direct,  or  through  the  Estates  Commissioners,  and 
should  have  discretionary  power  to  schedule  as  con- 
gested, any  electoral  division,  or  part  of  a division, 
in  the  congested  counties,  47296. — Present  definition 
of  congestion  was  arbitrary  and  unjust,  as  the  pre- 
sence of  three  or  four  large  demenses  in  a poor  Divi- 
sion would  prevent  the  division  from  being  scheduled 
as  congested,  47296. — The  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  have  more  money  for  the  purchase  of  land ; 
for  grants  to  rival  banksi,  to  parish  schemes,  and  such 
like,  47297. — Compulsory  powers  were  needed  in  some 
cases,  where  landlords  refuse  to  sell  at  all,  or  refuse 
to  sell  at  fair  prices,  47308. 

Migration. 

•The  most  urgent  duty  of  the  Board  was  to  relieve 
congestion  by  migrating  uneconomic  tenants  to  grass 
lands,  47297. — This  could  not  be  done  where  no  grass 
lands  existed,  but  there  is  available  grass  land  in 
Mayo,  and  where  no  grass  land  exists,  the  unecono- 
mic tenant  should  be  migrated  to  another  county, 
47298,  47303. — To  the  nearest  available  land,  47300 
47303. — Though  in  Mayo,  the  congests  of  Mayo  should 
have  the  first  claim,  47301.— The  matter  should  be 
considered  as  part  of  a broad  national  policy,  47302, 
47305. — For  if  migration  were  confined  within  county 
boundaries,  it  would  be  impossible  in  counties  without 
grass  lands,  47305. — And  admitting  sons  of  tenants  to 
new  tenancies  would  exclude  migration  in  many  coun- 
ties, while  migration  is  the  best  way  for  congestion — 
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sons  of  tenants  should  have  land  only  after  congested 
persons  were  satisfied,  and  by  this  means  some  deserv- 
ing young  men  might  be  saved  from  emigration,  47306. 
— Public  men,  both  clergy  and  representative  men, 
and  the  general  public,  would  be  willing  to  assist  a 
public  authority,  such  as  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  in  migrating  uneconomic  tenants,  47304, 
47307. — There  would  be  a general  disposition  to  act 
reasonably,  47304. — Though  some  selfish  persons  might 
be  unwilling  to  assist,  47307. — And  the  majority 
would  be  strong  enough  to  get  their  view  adopted, 
47308. — Without  any  great  conflict,  47307-8. 

“Fair  Price”  was  Difficult  to  Fix. 

It  was  not  easy  to  agree  on  a fair  standard  of 
price,  47309. — But  a landlord  compelled  to  sell  should 
not  be  left  worse  oil  than  before,  47310. — Though  he 
might  reasonably  be  offered  somewhat  less  than  his 
net  income,  owing  to  the  greater  security  of  his  in- 


KELLY,  Rev.  JOHN — continued. 

Substantial  Men  as  Migrants. 

Migration  was  carried  out  at  a cost  to  the  Staf 
which  should  reap  equivalent,  or  at  any  rate  s' 
.dvMrt.ge  and  in  migrating  tenants,  mast  coMi“ 
the  quantity  of  land  he  leaves  to  be  divided  but  • 
Mayo  there  were  no  large  farmers  who  were  likely  £ 
be  removed,  and  the  plan  was  impracticable  in  Mavr. 
47332-3.— However,  the  removal  of  substantial  far 
mers  is  the  best  policy,  and  had  been  kept  in  view  hv 
the  Board  when  arranging  migration,  47331,  47332-3 

Inducements  to  Migration. 

A substantial  farmer  would  expect  large  cornnen 
sation  for  removal,  47336.— Which  would  seldom  bein' 
money,  47337.— But  in  the  obtaining  of  a better  lmu 
ing,  47335. — It  was  wise  to  offer  a prospered  S 
considerable  inducements  to  migrate,  47336.— The  n 


—Which  is  uncertain,  owing  to  the  possible 
effect  on  the  value  of  grass  land,  of  possible  importa- 
tion of  Canadian  cattle,  47312. — There  were  hypo- 
thetical difficulties,  but  likely  to  arise,  47312.— And 
since  the  purchaser  chose  his  time  for  buying,  47313.— 
A limit  must  be  set  to  the  consideration  of  future  con- 
tingencies, 47314. — And  the  value  of  land  is  most 
fairly  estimated  by  considering  the  returns  from  it  on 
a five,  ten,  or  fifteen  years’  average,  47314. — Private 
interests  must  not  be  injured,  even  for  the  public 
good,  47314. 

Landlords  unwilling  to  Sell  at  a Fair  Price. 

Witness  believed  that  landlords  would  refuse  to 
sell  at  a fair  price,  for  to  his  own  knowledge  land- 
lords had  refused,  in  answer  to  a deputation  of  ten- 
ants, refused  to  consider  the  question,  one  refusing 
even  to  reply,  or  to  acknowledge  the  request,  47315. — 
Power  of  compulsory  purchase  were  more  needed  in 
the  case  of  grass  lands  than  of  tenanted  land,  47317-8. 

Higher  Prices  demanded  for  Grass  Land  than  for 
Untenanted  Land. 

The  price  asked  for  grass  lands  by  landlords  would 
be  higher ; one  landlord,  a reasonable  man,  demanded 
twenty-seven  years’  purchase,  plus  the  bonus,  of  a 
deputation  of  tenants,  accompanied  by  witness 
though  he  had  previously  offered  it  at  eighteen  years’ 
purchase,  and  nothing  had  occurred  in  the  interval 
to  enhance  the  value  of  the  land,  47319.— Witness 
would  only  resort  to  compulsion  when  the  landlord 
offered  by  a Government  Department,  the  Estates 
Commissioners  or  the  Congested  Districts  Board  a 
price  that  would  leave  him  no  worse  off  than  at  pre- 
sent,  should  refuse  to  consider  the  bargain,  47319. 

Little  Land  sold  in  Mayo. 

Comparatively  little  land  had  been  sold  in  Mavo 
"5  to.  *h»  >“g1>  Prices  asked  by  the  landlords,  W 
gether  with  the  possibility  that  Canadian  cattle  would 
T “d  the  Ptevalent  storms,  which  in  July 
and  August  were  destructive  to  crops,  more  so,  even 
than  the  potato  blight,  47319.  ’ 

Selection  of  Migrants  and  position  of  Tenants 
Remaining. 

. 5“  tha  selected  irom 

a district  should  be  the  active,  young,  strong,  and 

HMv'to  d’nI1w^l32D'TWl?h  Pro easing  families®  those 
r™?  toRdo  wel1'  ,;nd  a good  living,  47318,21, 
0lf-  do  ”ot  lile  *o  be  removed 
thrconS'T1?  ^g8’-  ,7319--Tlm  would  not  leave 

fom  47324^aTh™'!l  V’i  ?T“  P°sition  than  be- 
lore  4/^4  — Those  left  behind  would  only  be  unfit 
in  the  matter  of  age,  47325.-And  would  do  better 
when  they  had  more  land,  47325.— The  family  might 
anI7dokwM?1fl1tlme-0f  Wation>  but  likely  to  growup 
hvdhl  I ’ thS  “Jgjratinlg  tenant  would  be  succeeded 
by  his  son,  or  his  daughter’s  husband,  47326-7  —It 
wouM  be  wise  to  migrate  five  or  six  people  from  the 
same  district,  that  tney  might  be  less  lonely  in  their 
new  homes,  since  their  associations  would  remain  the 

caSe’frLTl!lld  diSerence  whether  they 

came  from  the  same  or  adjoining  townlands,  47321-27 


right,  as  well  as  the  landlord  right,  of  the  new  hold- 
ing, 47341.— And  would  be  in  a good  position,  if  the 
money  demanded  as  payment  for  his  new  house  and 
fences,  were  not  unreasonably  high,  and  did  not  un 
duly  increase  the  annuity  he  paid  for  the  new  hold- 
ing,  47341-3. — He  could  do  as  he  chose  about  accent- 
ing the  terms,  47344.— And  his  successor  in  his  origi- 
nai  holding,  should  pay  him  a sum  agreed  upon  by  tie 
Congested  Districts  Board,  or  a similar  body,  as  com- 
pensation,  47336-8.— This  sum,  the  migrant  might  a» 
to  buy  stock,  47338.  6 


Loans  to  Congests  who  had  received  additional 
Land. 

The  congest,  who  received  part  of  the  migrant’s 
land,  should  pay  a sum  (to  be  fixed  by  the  Congseted 
Districts  Board,  47345),  for  the  tenant  right  of  the 
land  added  to  his  holding,  47345-6.— Which  sum  should 
go  to  the  State,  to  recoup  it  for  the  expense  of  migra- 
ting the  original  owner  of  the  land,  47346  —This 
wouid  much  decrease  the  expenses,  47336.— The  con- 
gested tenant,  if  unable  to  pay  compensatoin  to  his 
predecessor,  and  a sum  for  the  tenant-right  of  bis 
newly-acquired  land,  should  be  able  to  obtain  a loan 
at  a low  rate  of  interest,  or  to  have  his  annuity  in- 
creased, to  cover  losses  largely,  47339,  47346. 

Government  should  undertake  Arterial  Drainage 
AND  ENCOURAGE  TENANTS  TO  DRAIN  HOLDINGS. 

, system  of  drainage  was  the  most  urgent  need  of. 
the  _ district,  after  tlie  relief  of  congestion,  arterial 
drainage  should  be  first  considered,  and  the  Conges- 
ted Districts  Board,  or  a similar  body,  should  have 

w‘leiJ  purchasing  lands,  to  have  them  drained, 
4(346.  And  to  drain  waste  lands,  47356.— If  the 
Board  were  to  widen  and  deepen  rivers,  and  provide 
arterial  drainage,  it  would  be  possible  for  tenants  to 
°'vn  lands  into  the  rivers,  and  they 
should  be  advised,  or  exhorted  to  do  so,  47346.— 
inere  being  no  power  at  present  to  compel  them  to 
i ° . ere  was  no  “ore  urgent  need  in  Ire- 

-ana  than  drainage,  and  no  more  profitable  manner 
0.  spending  money,  47347,-For  the  land  vras  only 
producing  half  its  possible  return,  for  want  of  drain- 
age, 4/346.  And  the  land  was  in  some  cases  lying 
under  water  at  the  time  when  seed  should  have  been 
sown,  and  consequently  produced  no  crop,  47346. 

Necessity  of  a Central  Board  of  Drainage. 

A drainage  scheme  would  be  better  undertaken  by 
a Central  Board,  47355-6. — And  the  details  should  be 
delegated  to  the  County  Councils,  47355.— Or  a Board 
might,  in  its  own  county,  carry  out  the  scheme 
tmder  the  central  authority,  47353.— Local  bodies 
should  operate  in  their  own  districts,  47355.— An-1 
would  cam-  out  the  work  efficiently,  47353.— But  are 
not  suitable  for  making  a scheme,  since  adjoining 
counties  might  not  agree  as  to  the  scheme,  47354. 

Maintenance  of  Drainage  Works. 

The  drainage  works  should  be  maintained  (1)  by  a 
cess  or  levy  on  the  district ; (2)  the  money  necessary 
to  keep  the  rivers  open  should  be  provided  by  an 
assessment  on  holders  of  land  benefited  by  drainage. 
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in  proportion  to  their  valuation,  in  perpetuity, 
47348-9. — Any  scheme  for  arterial  drainage  must  also 
depend  on  the  contributions  of  the  local  authority, 
which  should  have  ample  legal  powers  enabling  them 
to  undertake  the  work,  47351-2. 


Tube-planting  on  Waste  Lands. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  also  done  good 
by  tree-planting — the  country  was  deficient  in  tim- 
ber, and  existing  timber  was  constantly  felled,  leav- 
ing the  country  increasingly  bare,  47356. — If  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  power  to  plant  waste  hill- 
sides, it  would  provide  employment  and  improve  the 
district,  47356. — Where  there  was  much  land,  not  even 
used  for  grazing,  except  a small  number  of  miserable 
sheep,  not  worth  a Is.  per  acre,  but  capable  of  being 
made  profitable  by  planting,  47358-9 — Tree-planting 
on  a large  scale  must  be  undertaken  by  Government, 
47384. 

Tree-planting  by  Landholders. 

Proprietors  of  lands  should  be  encouraged  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  plant  trees  round  their 
houses,  for  the  shelter  of  cattle,  47359. — The  majority 
of  landholders  would  consent  to  do  this,  47360. — And 
(despite  the  experience  of  the  nuns  of  Foxford,  who 
had  distributed  12,000  trees,  and  found  that  the  people 
refused  to  plant  belts  of  trees,  but  insisted  on  plant- 
ing in  rows,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  land),  witness 
believed  that  a majority  might  be  induced  by  the  in- 
fluence of  public  men  and  public  bodies,  to  plant  belts 
of  trees  instead  of  rows,  if  they  had  more  than  a 
small  quantity  of  land,  47361. — Witness  was  not 
aware  that  a belt  of  trees  less  than  seventy  yards 
wide  was  useless  as  a shelter  belt,  47362. — Trees  grew 
splendidly  at  Dr.  Pratt’s  place,  and  even  trees  not 
planted  in  belts,  47364. — Even  single  trees  would  grow, 
47365. — As  on  witness’s  own  land,  47366. 

Reasons  why  County  Council  not  successpul  in 
Tree-planting. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  was  the  most  suit- 
able body  for  encouraging  tree-planting,  the  County 
Council  Committee,  of  which  witness  was  a member, 
was  not  succeeding  in  this  work,  47366. — The  Parish 
Committees  might  do  some  good,  if  they  were  pro- 
vided with  funds  for  the  purpose,  47367. — But  it  was 
all  a question  of  obtaining  the  requisite  funds, 
47369,  47374. — The  Agricultural  Committee  of  the 
County  Council  could  only  undertake  tree-planting  at 
the  expense  of  more  important  work,  47370. — Since 
they  could  only  raise  a rate  of  in  the  £,  for  agri- 
cultural instruction,  and  Id.  for  technical 
instruction,  being  limited  to  Id.  in  the  £ for  the  two, 
and  having  no  power  (to  witness’s  knowledge),  to 
raise  a -$d.  rate  for  tree-planting,  47376-8. — At  any 
rate,  the  sum  available  was  so  small  as  to  be  incon- 
siderable, 47379. — The  County  Committee,  moreover, 
operated  over  the  whole  country,  whereas  it  was  essen- 
tial that  efforts  to  encourage  tree-planting  should  be 
concentrated  in  smaller  areas,  47369,  47373. — The 
Parish  Committee  would  have  more  knowledge  and 
show  mors  interest  in  the  matter,  than  the  County 
Committee,  47373. 

Instruction  in  Tree-planting  and  Grants  of  Trees. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  might  buy  trees 
by  the  gross  and  sell  them  cheaply,  thus  encouraging 
planting,  47330-1.  —And  should  give  instruction  in 
planting,  47381. —Since  the  people  had  little  know- 
ledge of  how  to  plant  trees,  47369. — Instruction  is  now 
given  for  the  County  Committee  by  Mr.  Gordon,  who 
is  doing  good  work  in  instruction  as  to  tree-planting, 
given  to  those  in  his  district  who  apply  for  it,  and 
making  second  visits  to  inspect  results,  47369. — Parish 
Committees  might  encourage  planting  by  offering  a 
grant,  47375,  47385-6. — Tree-planting  might  be  done 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  before  handing  over 
land  to  tenants,  but  this  would  probably  be  dearer 
than  if  the  tenant  did  the  planting  himself,  47383. 
— If  a certain  proportion  of  trees  were  granted  to 
them,  they  would  comply  with,  necessary  conditions, 
such  as  fencing  the  belts  of  trees,  47382,  47387. — And 
would  prevent  trespassing,  47388. 


KELLY,  Rev.  JOHN — continued. 

Loans  for  Improvements  would  prevent  Migra- 
tion. 

If  the  tenants  could  obtain  loans  from  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  for  the  improvement  of  their 
holdings,  they  would  be  able  to  live  without  going  to 
England  as  harvest-men,  which  was  an  uneconomic 
proceeding  in  tho  long  run,  as  they  left  their  land 
and  crops  untended,  except  by  their  wives,  and  by 
children  who  ought  to  be  at  school ; if  they  could 
get  loans  on  the  security  of  their  holdings,  the  re- 
payment of  which  could  be  spread  oat  over  many 
years,  they  could  do  valuable  reclamation  work,  which 
would  more  than  repay  them  for  the  loss  of  the 
higher  direct  earnings  in  England,  47388. 

Industries  Non-Existent. 

If  anything  could  be  done  to  establish  industries, 
it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  district,  which  now 
had  none,  47388-9. 

Lack  of  Transit  Facilities  injure  the  Cattle 
Trade. 

Transit  facilities  were  insufficient  in  Ballina  Union, 
there  was  no  railway  nearer  to  Belmullet  than  Ballina 
— the  inhabitants  hope  for  a branch  line  to  Belmullet, 
47389. — This  would  enable  farmers  to  obtain  a better 
price  for  their  cattle,  47389. — Witness  (who  had  lived 
in  Sligo)  would  be  surprised  to  hear  that  cattle  prices 
in  Belmullet  compared  favourably  with  those  in  Sligo, 
47390. — And  he  was  sure,  from  hearsay  knowledge, 
that  people  in  his  district  would  get  prices  for  their 
produce  equal  to  those  obtained  in  Ballina,  which  was 
distant  forty  English  miles,  47391. — If  the  Midland 
Great  Western  people  said  that  this  was  probably 
or  actually  true,  it  was  because  they  were  personally 
interested,  47392. — And  if  their  opponents  did  not 
deny  the  statement,  it  was  because  they  did  not  think 
it  necessary,  for  it  is  absurd  to  state  that  cattle  can 
be  driven  forty  miles  from  Belmullet  to  Ballina,  with- 
out suffering  deterioration,  47393. — Cattle  were  not 
less  injured  by  being  driven  forty  miles  than  by  forty 
miles  rail,  47394. — And  people  who  bought  cattle  at 
Belmullet  took  them  to  Meath  by  rail,  rather  than 
road,  47396. — It  was  agreed  .that  pigs  were  deterio- 
rated 'by  travelling  by  road,  47393-5. 

Congestion  in  Adrigool. — Valuation  of  Holdings. 

Adrigool,  where  witness  resided,  was  a congested 
neighbourhood,  particularly  in  the  three  divisions 
situate  in  the  Castlebar  and  Westport  Unions,  in 
these  divisions  the  majority  of  the  holdings  were 
under  £5  valuation,  a few  were  between  £5  and  £10, 
and  not  more  than  twelve  or  thirteen  holdings  were 
over  £15  valuation.  The  land  was  wet  land  and  moor- 
land, or  bare  and  rocky,  all  poor,  but  capable  of  re- 
clamation, if  encouragement  and  capital  were  to  be 
had,  47396. — There  were  grass  lands  in  the  Cross- 
molina  South  divisions  (to  which  (these  congests  might 
be  removed)  of  a valuation  of  £1,049,  and  amounting 
to  2,000  acres,  excluding  demesne,  which  were  held 
by  landlords  and  graziers,  47396-7. — And  two  of  these 
had  valuations  of  £302  and  £242  respectively,  47397. — 
And  in  North  Crossmolina,  there  were  seven  persons 
owning  2,563  acres,  of  a gross  value  of  £890,  47397. — 
These  lands  should  be  bought  by  the  State  and  dis- 
tributed to  congests,  at  a reasonable  price,  47397. 


SAUNDERS-KNOX-GORE,  Colonel  W.  A.  G. 


Congested  Districts  Board. — Profosed  Altera- 
tions in  its  Constitution  and  Powers. 

Witness  proposed  that  by  a change  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  powers 
should  be  given  to  it,  as  to  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
to  act  from  day  to  day,-  47398. — To  prevent  the  delay, 
which  (witness  was  informed)  now  arose  from  waiting 
from  meetings,  47399. — Witness  did  not  consider  the 
difficulty  would  be  well  met  by  the  appointment  of 
paid  Commissioners,  since  Ireland  was  overdone  with 
paid  officials,  47400-1. — And  thought  the  work  could 
be  done  by  committees  of  the  Board,  47400. — Paid 
officials  might  be  used  as  members  of  the  Board,  47402. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


478 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


SAUNDERS-KNOX-GORE,  Colonel  W.  A.  G.—  con- 
tinued. 


SAUNDERS-KNOX-GORE,  Colonel  W.  A.  G.-c0 
tinned.  ’ n' 


— Witness  would  be  satisfied  if  the  Board  continued 
to  meet  at  intervals,  paying  officials  t-o  carry  out  its 
instructions  in  the  intervals ; these  paid  officials  to 
have  larger  powers  than  the  present  officers  of  the 
Board,  47403. — The  Board  should  be  maintained  as 
an  independent  body,  apart  from  the  Estates  CJemmis- 
sioners,  47403. — The  Board  should  be  more  represen- 
tative of  classes  and  districts  than  at  present,  47566-7. 
— There  being  too  few  persons  on  it  -at  present,  and 
very  few  from  Connaught — the  Board  should  have 
power  to  buy  land  outside  congested  districts,  for  the 
purposes  of  settling  poor  tenants,  also  from  non-con- 
gested  districts,  47566. — As  at  present  land  was  pur- 
chased for  the  benefit  of  persons  from  congested  dis- 
tricts, while  the  equally  poor  in  non-congested  districts 
could  not  be  assisted,  47569,  47570. — This  should  only 
apply  to  small  tenants  on  the  fringe  of  congested 
areas,  47571. — Congested  areas  should  be  scheduled  by 
townlands,  rather  than  by  any  other  unit,  47566. — 
A resident  agricultural  instructor  should  be  appointed 
in  every  district,  with  control  of  a fair-sized  farm, 
47567. 

Sporting  Rights. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates  Commis- 
sioners should  take  precautions  to  preserve  sporting 
rights  on  estates  sold  to  them,  and  to  apply  the  in- 
come from  these  to  the  relief  of  annuities  payable  by 
tenants  on.  such  estates,  47567. — No  money  was  now 
advanced  by  Government  in  respect  of  sporting  rights, 


Turbary  Bog. 

The  Estates  Commissioners  or  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  take  upon  themselves  the  functions  of 
striping  and  mapping  turbary  bog,  upon  estates  which 
have  been  sold  direct  to  the  tenants,  and  witness  also 
suggested  that  a fair  price  should  be  paid  for  turbary, 
estimated  upon  its  value  for  fuel,  47569. 

Compulsory  Purchase  unnecessary. 


make  a profit  at  mixed  farming,  47428-9. As  som 

land  was  suitable,  and  some  unsuitable  for  tillaee 
47431.— The  system  for  giving  agricultural  instruction 
to  farmers  was  not  good,  but  of  late  it  had  been  under- 
taken by  the  County  Council's  and  the  Congested  T>;<=' 
tricts  Board,  47441. 

Attitude  op  Witness. 

Witness  was  not  an  agricultural  expert,  and  would 
give  no  opinion  as  to  whether  the  present  system  was 
the  best  possible,  47443-6. — He  knew  little  about  mixed 
farming  in  Ulster,  47447. — The  Belgian  system  might 
be  unsuited  to  the  Irish  climate— -however,  if  the 
breaking  up  of  grass  land  were  approved,  owners  in 
Mayo  would  sell  grazing  and  tenanted  lands  at  a fair 
price,  47420. 

Fair  Price  of  Land. 

A “ fair  price  ” was  such  a sum  as,  when  invested 
in  securities  at  3 £ per  cent.,  will  bring  in  to  the 

seller  his  net  income  from  the  land,  47421-47448. 

Meaning  the  net  income  after  deducting"  agency  ex- 
penses, and,  in  the  case  of  grazing  land,  also  taxes, 
47420-3. — The  net  income  should  be  calculated  over 
a term  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years — this  income  could 
be  best  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  books  of  the 
property,  47449. 

Landlords  willing  to  offer  Books  for  Inspection. 

Witness  considered  that  the  landlords  would  be 
glad  to  offer  their  books  for  inspection  in  the  case  of 
a.  Iona  fide  offer  of  a “ fair  price,”  47450,  47453-4, 
47457-8. — That  is,  if  the  authority  had  the  power  to 
give  a “ fair  price,”  47455. — Witness  had  not  known 
a case  of  books  being  refused  in  view  of  a fair  offer, 
47452. — It  would  not  be  sufficient  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  or  Congested  Districts  Board  shonld 
approach  the  owner,  an  offer  being  presumed,  47456. 
—The  private  affairs  of  landlords  should  not  be  made 
public,  47456. 


There  was  a large  quantity  of  grass  land  in  Mayo, 
which  owners  were  willing  to  sell,  either  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners  or  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
simultaneously  with  their  tenanted  lands,  47403, 
47420. — At  a fair  price,  and  therefore  compulsory 
powers  were  unnecessary,  and  were  only  demanded  in 
order  to  enable  purchasers  to  obtain  lands  at  prices 
unfair  to  the  owners,  47403-4. — Compulsory  powers 
We  j0  n0^  ■n.ec<^e^  dealing  with  unreasonable  land- 
lords refusing  to  sell  land  necessary  to  be  acquired, 
as  equally  good  land  might  bo  obtained  from  other 
owners,  47408,  47410.— The  unreasonable  landlord 
would  probably  sell  if  he  could  obtain  a fair  price, 
47405,  47418-9. — And  in  exceptional  cases,  where  the 
landlord  is  obstinately  unreasonable,  compulsory 
powers  might  be  resorted  to,  47407,  47419.— As  a last 
Arwrs}’  47416. — If  the  necessity  is  clearly  shown, 
47407,  47415. — And  where  compulsory  powers  were 
used,  the  owner  should  be  treated  in  the  manner 
adopted  by  railways,  47406,  47413,  47411.— And 
offered  compensation  on  a liberal  scale,  47412-3. 


Undesirability  of  distributing  Grass  Lands. 

Witness  did  not  think  the  division  of  gras: 
lands  would  benefit  the  countrv  and  the  smaJ 
proprietors,  47420,  47432,  47435.— It  woulc 

destroy  the  great  grazing  Industry,  47420.- 
Which  was  comparatively  unaffected  by  the  change 
able  climate,  47430,  47439.— And  was  a great  ad v ant 
age  to  the  smaller  tenant,  in  providing  a market  fo: 
his  stores,  47420.— There  was  not  at  present  too  largi 
a quantity  of  land  in  Ireland  under  grass,  47438  — 
Though  some  land  would  not  stand  continuous 
grazing,  47436.— And  it  was  desirable  that  smallhold- 
ings should  be  enlarged,  47437.— But  if  the  land 
would  pay  better  under  tillage  than  grass,  the  owners 
EEs?  o Xt’  k"°^ing  their  own  business  best,  47438. 
4/440.— Some  of  the  grass  land  was  unsuitable  foi 
tillage,  47420  47^1.— Plough  this  was  only  a small 
proportion,  47433-4.— And  some  of  the  remainder 
might  not  pay  for  breaking  up,  47433.— It  was  easiei 
* -Trg?  f=razier  to  succeed  than  for  a small  one, 
T,tness  could  not  say  that  a man  with 
a forty-acre  holding,  who  failed  at  grazing,  would 


Tenanted  and  Untenanted  Land  Sold 
Simultaneously. 

Witness,  in  his  statement  that  landlords  would  pro- 
duce their  books  in  view  of  -a  fair  offer,  and  be  willing 
to  sell  land  at  a fair  price,  was  contemplating  the 
simultaneous  sale  of  tenanted  and  untenanted  land, 
47403,  47458,  47461. — And  if  the  proposed  sale  was  of 
tenanted  land  alone,  his  answer  was  the  same,  47459- 
60,  47462-4. — This  was  not  said  on  the  authority  of 
the  Landlords’  Convention,  but  witness’s  opinion  as 
to  landlords  of  his  acquaintance,  47464. — And  in  his 
opinion,  when  landlords  refused  to  sell,  it  was  on 
account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  offer,  47464. 
— Witness  considered  if  untenanted  land  were  sold 
separately  it  shonld  command  a higher  price,  since  a 
dual  interest,  both  as  owner  and  occupier,  should  be 
paid  for,  47464. — A “ fair  price  ” is  difficult  to  fix, 
which  would  work  well  under  the  varying  circumstan- 
ces of  different  estates  and  districts;  Mr.  Doran’s 
method  was  fair  in  principle,  but  in  practice  has  been 
unfair  to  the  landlords,  47464. 

Mr.  Doran’s  method  of  estimating  Price  of  Grass 
Land. 

Mr.  Doran’s  principle  was  to  estimate  the  fair  rent 
of  an  area  of  grass  land,  and  then  to  give  the  landlord 
27  years’  purchase  on  this  estimate,  47464,  47489-90.— 
The  27  years  was  not  a fixed  term  but  an  average, 
47490. — And  Doran  suggested  no  fixed  term  in  case 
of  compulsion,  47492. — This  was  unfair  to  landlords, 
since  the  estimated  fair  rent  might  be  insufficient, 
and  was  substantially  below  the  net  letting  value  of 
grass  land,  47464. 

Mr,  Doran’s  estimate  of  Value  of  Tenanted  Land. 

Though  the  Congested  Districts  Board  had  done 
good,  Mr.  Doran  had  not  given  sufficient  weight  to 
the  reasons  for  compensating  the  landlord  upon  his 
net  income  instead  of  upon  his  estimated  fair  rent; 
judging  by  Mr.  Doran’s  evidence,  it  would  appear 
that  the  average  price  paid  since  1903  for  first  term 
and  yearly  tenancies  was  18j-  years’  purchase,  and  for 
second  term  tenancies  21  years’  purchase,  whereas 
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•these  figures  covered  the  arrears  of  debt  due  to  the 
landlord  at  the  date  of  the  sale,  47499. — This  was 
under  the  voluntary  system,  47500. — Mr.  Doran  gave 
.three  periods : prior  to  1896,  from  1896  to  1903, 
and  s'nce  1903,  and  in  each  period  there  was  an  in- 
crease on  the  average  price  paid,  47501-2. 


Rent  as  Evidence  of  Value  of  Grass  Lands. 

If  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  a particular  rent  had 
Sbeen  paid  for  a grass  farm,  this  was  evidence  of  its 
letting  value,  47488,  47519.— And  afforded  evidence 
that  the  landlord  should  be  compensated  on  the  basis 
•of  net  income,  rather  than  on  a theoretical  income, 
•prophesied  by  the  Estates  Commissioners,  47488. 


Compensation  of  Owners  relinquishing  Grazing 
Lands. 

Owners,  on  giving  up  their  grazing  lands  which 
•were  needed  for  congests,  acted  virtually  under  com- 
pulsion, and  should  receive  the  full  value  of  their 
property,  and  in  addition  10  or  20  per  cent,  as  com- 
pensation, 47464.— This  compensation,  though  not  ac- 
tually legal,  was  now  customary,  in  respect  of  owners 
•selling  under  compulsion,  47464-5.— And  though  wit- 
ness did  not  actually  ask  for  it,  he  pointed  out  that 
Irish  landlords  were  asked  to  take  less  than  was  cus- 
tomary elsewhere,  47468,  47474.— Under  the  Lands 
Clauses  Act  this  compensation  was  10  per  cent.,  and 
™ th?  -case  .of  rai,ways  20  per  cent.,  47466.— And 
though  in  this  case  there  was  no  severance,  compen- 
jjjkoj1  was  necessary  as  the  sale  was  compulsory, 
•47467.— Though  formally  the  compulsion  only 
amounted  to  exigency,  47464. 


Irish  Land  a good  security. 

I[ish  land  was  not  so  bad  a security  that  to  part 
with  it  without  compensation,  while  retaining  the 
same  income,  was  a benefit,  47478,  47492.— On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  a good  security,  as  was  shown  by  the 
regular  payment  of  rents,  47470-2.— On  most  estates 
in  Mayo,  tenanted  and  untenanted  land,  a year’s 
rent  had  been  paid  within  the  year,  and  this  for  the 
last  twenty-one  years,  47492.— Witness  knew  little  of 
itngiish  rents,  and  did  not  state  (in  answer  to  ques- 
■tions)  whether  he  would  consider  an  estate  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  an  equivalent  to  one  in  England 
bringing  in  the  same  income,  47472-3 


■Questions  relevant  to  the  Valuation  of  Grass 
Land. 

«uHeiaW  the  P°int  °i  questioners  in  suggesting 
that  the  weather  was  uncertain  in  that  locality,  and 
, , , renewed  agrarian  trouble  might  injure  land- 
holders, 47474a-5.— But  witness  saw  no  reason  why 
. ® landlord  should  not  therefore  receive  his  net 
•income,  with  full  security  for  the  future,  47475,  47487 
— Nor  shouid  speculative  considerations,  such  as  the 
possibility  of  the  importation  of  Canadian  cattle 
causing  injury  to  grazing  lands,  be  taken  into  account 
7®?  Hr®  price  to  be  given  for  grass 

land,  47477,  47481,  47487,-The  fall  in  gilt-edged 
securities  may  continue,  and  the  capital  value  of 
•landed  property  be  depreciated,  though  the  income  re- 
mains the  same;  and  again  the  price  of  land  may 

trldP1Ia7afl19eq»nC!  P°ssib,-T  of  the.  adoption  of  fair 
tiade,  4748]..  Rents  have  been  paid  regularly,  and 
though  they  may  be  reduced,  securities  also  may  de- 
Irkh  T 47484.- Witness  could  not  say  why 

Irish  Land  Stock  was  depreciated,  it  was  Govern- 
wflul  of°CT ’•  4J4i8°'TAnu  had  nothinS  to  do  with  the 
Land  S Ansh  ltndL the  u,hmate  security  of  Irish 
+ nno  S °m  18  the  State,  47485-6. -These considera- 
te.1'1 n0t  affeCt  the  Sale  0f  stocks  and  shares- 

Rbnts  of  small  Holdings  not  paid  from  produce 
of  the  Holding. 

aSfri,  ““f  WWW  of  rent  in  j„. 

uication  of  the  value  of  land,  could  not  state  that- 

ing^iS  *in*th  Paid  CTT  the,proceeds  of  the  hold- 

!r Hir  /r* 

WstmT^!  Sap-*  Wb?  % 


cases  it  was  so  paid,  47498.— And  witness  knew  no- 
thing of  payment  by  means  of  money  from  America, 
49494.— If  this  were  so,  it  was  possible  that  the 
security  for  payment  of  rent  in  the  future  was  not 
based  upon  the  value  of  the  land,  47499.— But  the 
demand  for  grass  land  in  Mayo  was  improving,  and 
the  grass  rents  had  been  maintained  in  Mayo  for 
many  years,  47488. — Yet  Mayo  was  not  rack-rented, 
since  the  reduction  of  rents  in  the  country  averaged 
less  than  any  but  two  or  three  counties,  47499. 

Father  O’Hara’s  method  of  valuation. 

Father  O’Hara  had  suggested  that  a landlord  in 
Connaught  should  receive  20  per  cent,  bonus  upon  the 
price  of  his  estate,  or  a sum  which  when  invested  at 
4 per  cent,  should  bring  him  in  his  net  income. — If 
these  suggestions  were  carried  out  together,  the  great 
majority  of  Mayo  owners  would  be  willing  to  sell 
their  tenanted  and  untenanted  lands  together,  except 
their  demesne  and  purely  home  farms;  witness  be- 
lieved this,  as  the  4 per  cent,  with  the  bonus  would 
be  nearly  equal  to  the  3£  per  cent,  in  the  other  case, 
47488. — It  was  evident  from  the  prices  realised  at  the 
sale  of  small  holdings  that  the  tenants’  interest  in 
these  was  worth  from  ten  to  twenty  years'  purchase, 
•the  value  of  the  tenants’  interest  makes  the  rent  se-' 
cure,  and  the  Treasury  acquired  the  security  of  both 
landlord’s  and  tenant’s  interest  when  advancing  pur- 
chase money,  47499. 


Valuation  of  Grass  Lands  on  the  basis  of  Poor 
Law  Valuation. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  poor  law  valuation 
plus  one-third  thereof,  should  be  taken  as  a minimum 
basis  of  compensation  in  the  case  of  grass  lands, 
47528. — But  this  would  be  a false  basis,  as  the  valua- 
tion was  completed  in  1857,  since  when  prices  had 
risen  and  many  improvements  had  been  made  by 
landlords,  47328. — The  prices  of  produce  and  cattle 
were  enhanced  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1881, 
47530. — This  the  witness  had  from  a return  issued  by 
I he  Land  Commission,  47529.— Ranging  from  1886  to 
1805— out  the  Commission  had  a report  stating  that 
Pric?s  were  higher  than  in  1905,  47530, 
<17533,  47533a. — Witness  was  of  opinion  that  the  cost 
of  la.bour  had  not  increased  since  1880,  47531.— For 
tbe  wa?es  of  labouring  men  had  increased, 
47533.— Much  labour  was  done  on  the  farms  by  the 
tenants,  which  cost  them  nothing,  47532. 


Method. 


With  regard  to  the  estimation  of  value  of  grass 
far.m.a’  Twitness  referred  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Stuart 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Estates  Commissioners ; Mr.' 
Stuart,  m answer  to  question  17571,  suggested  the 
offer  of  twenty-seven  years’  purchase  on  the  gross  fair 
reni  of  grazing  land,,  47S33i._This  was  dangerou. 
tot  the  landlord,  since  he  must  depend  on  the  judg- 
ment of  one  or  two  men  as  to  what  is  a gross  fair 
rent ; witness  considered  £2,500,  £2,000,  or  any  lesser 
sum,  .in  absurd  estimate  of  gross  fair  rental  in  a 
ease  where  a rental  of  £3.000  had  been  paid  for  a 
number  of  years,  47533a. 


ACTUAL  VASE  ( JN  O.  1.). 

fA,  ?0QPerific  U**  I,ental  was  (roughly)  £3,000 
for  3,388  acres,  47533a.— Grass  land,  47554. —And  the 
estimated  offer  was  £49,671-this  invested  at  31  per 
cent.,  and  added  to  half  the  bonus,  would  yield  a" 
income  of  £1,855  as  compared  with  a gross  income  of 
£3,000,  and  a net  income  of  £2,503,  formerly  received 
A}e)i°SS«elng  n648  011  nefc  lI,come.  47533a,  47550.— 
And  the  offer  really  amounting  to  16i  years’  purchase 
on  gross  rental  and  21*  on  net  rental  ; the  landlord 
who  refused  such  an  offer  was  not  unreasonable,  47534 
The  income  of  £3,000  was  for  several  years;  how 
many  witness  could  not  say  for  certain,  47540-1 
i Hi  pomau®SIoner  Bailey  stated  that  a Western 
andlord  refusing  274  years’  purchase,  had  referred 
to  the  offer  as  a bad  joke  ; but  the  27 i years’  “ 

■■  by  file  imJSS-Tf 
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SAUNDERS-KNOX-GORE,  Colonel  W.  A.  G.— con- 
tinued. 

Another  Case. 

In  another  case,  the  landlord  was  offered  £68,000 
for  his  estate,  of  which  sum  £62,350  was  for  permanent 
tenanted  holdings  ; this  offer  amounted  to  16^  years’ 
purchase  of  the  rents  on  a three  years’  average,  and 
considering  that  arrears  of  rent  were  included  in  the 
sale,  and  that  these  amounted  to  £1,900,  the  number 
of  years’  purchase  was  reduced  by  half  a year  ; the 
rents  were  mixed,  first  term,  second  term,  and  non- 
judic.ial:  the  full  particulars  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Commissioners.  47533a. — Witness  had  seen  the 
papers  in  reference  to  these  cases,  47534. — These  land- 
lords should  have  received  a sum,  which  invested  at 
3£  per  cent,  would  not  result  in  a loss,  47551. 

Reasonable  Compensation  for  Landlords. 

Witness  could  not  compare  prices  given  _ by  the 
Commissioners  for  grass  lands,  and  ascertain  their 
effect  upon  a landlord’s  income,  but  if  their  prices  re- 
sembled the  cases  given  above,  the  loss  to  owners  must 
be  appalling. — In  Volume  II.,  question  17630,  Mr. 
Stuart  suggested  that  the  annuity  was  at  least  fifteen 
per  cent,  below  the  average  fair  rent,  and  if  this  were 
so,  the  landlord  was  asked  to  make  an  improvident 
bargain,  and  to  involve  himself  in  serious  loss,  47553. 
— Witness  did  not  recognise  that  to  be  relieved  of 
mortgaged  land  would  be  a benefit,  and  leave  the  net 
income  of  the  owner  unaffected ; he  had  no  informa- 
tion as  to  this  matter,  47535-6. — And  considered  the 
question  of  mortgage  to  be  one  between  a man  and 
his  creditors,  47556-7. — Witness  estimated  that  the 
landlord  would  receive  half  the  bonus,  because  he  was 
informed  that  in  small  estates,  the  bonus  was  absorbed 
by  the  expenses  of  the  sale,  47508-10,  47509. — While  in 
large  estates  the  expenses  amounted  to  half  the  bonus, 
47508-10,  47537. 


State  should  bear  loss  on  Land  with  which  it 

DEALS. 


If  the  estates  above  mentioned  were  bought  to  im- 
prove the  congested  holdings,  the  difference  between 
the  market  price,  at  which  it  is  bought,  and  the  price 
asked  of  tenants,  should  fall  on  the  State,  47538, 
47560-1— The  Commissioners  might  be  right  in  exer- 
cising circumspection  as  to  price  in  buying  estates, 
and  it  was  necessary  that  small  holdings  should  be 
enlarged,  but  the  loss,  if  any,  should  not  fall  on  any 
particular  class,  47539.— For  the  landlords  as  tax- 
ljayer|,  already  pay  their  share,  47542.— And  no  class 
should  be  injured  in  promotion  of  the  common  good, 
47543-6.— The  shopkeepers  would  be  benefited  by  the 
resetting  of  the  land,  but  though  some  classes  might 
benefit,  no  class  should  suffer,  47547-8.— If  this  was  a 
new  principle  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  they 
were  always  having  new  principles,  47549. 


f Landlords  on  Sale, 
? enhanced  Bonus 


Possible  Losses  i 

tion  „ 

...ftetBments  by  members  of  Commission,  47503. 
47507.— Witness  estimated  that,  on  a certain  rent  anc 
taking  the  first  term  at  18£  years,  and  second  term  al 
twenty-one  years,  allowing  half  the  bonus  to  cleai 
costs,  the  loss  of  the  landlord  would  be  £27  10s  or 
every  £100  of  income,  47508.— Witness  had  had  little 
experience  m sale  transactions,  47509.— The  large) 
the  sale,  the  more  cheaply  it  could  be  done,  for  with 
a small  estate,  the  expenses  absorbed  all  the  bonus 
while  in  a.  large  one,  they  amounted  to  about  hal: 
the  bonus,  47510. — If  the  problem  of  congestion  wert 
chiefly  confined  to  Connaught,  there  was  reason  foi 
marl«U|fe|Stlt2)  tilat  al\  e7lhanccd  bonus  should  b( 

wfiw  la£dlords  in.the  Province,  47510.— Witnes: 
<?  the  expression  that  Connaught  landlord: 
thcv  wPr»P09td  / + att“ck>”  b.V  which  he  meant  tha- 
47511 -5  tj*6!  1°  sel1.  '“is  a fair  price 

&*&s  sr&i  * ^ 

from  Connaught,  475lKir  DorS 
MacDonnell  favoured  this  plan,  47m.  “ S A 

IhrcKQ  or  Furor  or  Lau»  by  Fubohasb.  uNMnsrAc 
TORT. 
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tinned.  ' c&h- 

INTERVENTION  OF  THE  STATE  IN  BARGAINS  BETWFVV 

Landlord  and  Tenant  unaffected  by 

POSITION  OF  THE  STATE  AS  ADVANCING  MONEY.  E 

The  owners  objected  to  the  intervention  of  a third 
party,  when  they  had  agreed  with  their  tenants  on  a 
price,  either  for  a tenanted  holding  or  for  a oar  i 
of  grazing  land  ; these  bargains  were  arrested  on  the 
ground  that  they  are  disadvantageous  to  the  tenant 
47557.— But.  it  was  impossible  by  making  a good  bar' 
gain  for  the  tenant  to  injure  the  landlord,  47414" 
47557.— Though  the  question  of  price  was  a question 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  in  which  the 

State  has  no  concern,  47559.— And  the  State  is  only 
concerned  with  a question  of  its  own  secu- 
rity for  money  advanced,  47558,  47559, It 

should  not  intervene,  because  it  should  be  pre- 
pared to  bear  any  loss  arising  from  transaction  b 

land  for  the  benefit  of  congests,  47560. And  the 

tenant  is  capable  of  holding  his  own  in  transactions 
with  his  landlord,  47562.— And  is  often  as  clever  as 
his  landlord,  47563.— Though  the  effect  of  bad  bar- 
gains made  by  the  State  would  be  the  impoverishment 
of  the  whole  community,  and  therefore  the  State 
should  be  prudent  about  securities,  yet  witness 
imagined  the  system  of  zones  was  a sufficient  safe- 
guard, 47565. 

Example  of  Case  requiring  Revision. 

Referred  to  the  case  in  County  Galway,  where  an 
estate  was  offered  under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  and  the 
Land  Commissioners’  Inspectors  refused  to  consider 
the  estate  security  for  eight  or  nine  years’  purchase, 
yet  after  the  Act,  the  landlord  proposed  to  sell  at  a 
price  within  the  zones,  representing  24-i-  years'  pur- 
chase, and  asked  whether  there  should  be  no  revision 
of  a sale  of  that  nature,  witness  said  that  it  was  an 
extraordinary  case,  47565. — And  no  doubt  there  was 
something  to  be  said  for  the  State  having  a voice  in 
the  bargain  which  was  only  made  possible  by  its 
providing  the  security,  47566. 

Proposed  Tribunal  to  fix  the  Selling  Price  or 
Land. 

Witness  advocated  the  formation  of  a tribunal  to 
fix  the  value  of  a landlord’s  estate,  and  considered 
that  a tribunal  composed  of  judges  of  the  High  Court 
would  be  suitable,  since  the  Court-  should  bs  composed 
of  men,  the  most  impartial  and  independent  in  the 
country,  and  should  hear  both  sides  and  fix  the  price 
on  this  evidence,  47513. — The  judges  were  qualified, 
not  by  special  knowledge,  but  by  judicial  minds, 
47517-8,  47522. — Though  the  assessment  of  land  value 
is  a technical  subject,  the  fact  of  rents  having  been 
paid  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  is  evidence  of  its 
value,  47519. — And  the  judges  would  hear  evidence  on 
the  matter  which  would  make  their  want  of  acquaint- 
ance with  land  values  of  no  moment,  47523. — Witness 
had  no  opinion  of  expert  advice  on  land  questions, 
47524. — He  was  not  aware  that  a suit  in  the  Superior 
Court  would  be  more  expensive  than  before  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  47526. — Witness  would  consider  this 
Court  superfluous,  if  the  common  basis  of  net  income 
were  recognised  as  a basis  in  selling  land,  47515.-— 
But  in  case  this  were  not  made  an  absolute  basis,  the 
judges  might  act  as  a Court  of  Appeal,  47520. 

Documents  put  in  by  Colonel  Saunders-Knox-Gore.^ 

mix. 

A.  — Schedule  of  Crass  Lands  offered  for  Sale,  ■ 

B.  — Sales  of  Small  Holdings  in  Ballina  District,  192 
0 ■ — Two  typical  Sales  of  Tenants'  Interests  on 

Estate  of  Mr.  Joseph  Pratt,  . ■ • ™ 


O’HARA,  Right  Rev.  Monsignor. 

Witness’s  Scheme  for  Migration  within  Cboss- 
molina  Parish. 

Witness  wished  to  call  attention  to  a scheme  for 
relief  of  congestion  in  Ballina  Union  ; there  were 
divisions  in  Ballina  Union,  scheduled  as  congest  . 
and  of  these  four  were  practically  in  the  parish 
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O’HARA,  Right  Rev.  Monsignor — continued. 

■Crossmolina,  of  which  witness  was  parish  priest;  in 
these  four  divisions  there  were  320  holdings  of  the  value 
of  £5  and  under,  aU  of  which  was  miserably  bad  land, 
47572-3,  47576. — While  in  the  uncongested  electoral 
divisions,  to  the  east,  and  running  from  north  to  south, 
together  with  a portion  of  the  Deal  division  which 
was  scheduled,  there  were  nearly  5,540  acres  exclu- 
sively in  grass,  formerly  occupied  by  small  farmers, 
47572. — This  was  good  land,  but  some  of  it  was  de- 
teriorating, having  been  in  grass  for  fifty  or  sixty 
years,  and  would  be  more  useful  if  tilled,  47574. — 
And  would  be  typically  good  for  small  holdings, 
47574. — If  distributed  among  the  uneconomic  holders 
from  the  scheduled  divisions,  it  would  provide  twenty- 
seven  acres  each,  to  200  migrants,  or  eighteen  acres 
each  to  300  migrants,  or,  if  only  4,000  acres  of  this 
land  could  be  acquired  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  or  the  Estates  Commissioners,  it  would  afford 
twenty  acres  each  to  200  migrants,  47572. 


Size  of  New  Holdings. 

Witness  suggested  twenty  acres,  because  a family 
could  live  on  this  amount,  which  was  a reasonable 
amount  for  a holding,  47574. — But  a man  of  ex- 
perience, like  Mr.  Doran,  might  make  other  arrange- 
ments, 47573. — Witness  suggested  that  the  land  should 
be  distributed  to  migrants  from  the  same  parish, 
47573,  47575. — Who  would  require  all  this  land,  and 
more,  if  it  were  obtainable,  47576. — The  land  vacated 
by  them  might  be  used  to  relieve  the  congestion  of 
the  small  holders  remaining,  47573. 


MAUDE,  Captain  ANTHONY. 


Alleged  refusal  of  Lord  Arran  to  sell  his  estate. 

Witness  wished  to  make  a statement  relating  to 
previous  evidence,  given  by  Mr.  Corcoran,  as  to  the 
refusal  of  landlords  to  sell  their  estates,  and  wished 
to  reffite  this,  on  behalf  of  Lord  Arran,  who  was  a 
large  landowner,  and  was  willing  to  sell  lands,  in- 
cluding those  on  his  own  hands,  with  the  exception  of 
demesne,  47577. — Witness  understood  Mr.  Corcoran 
to  state  that  Lord  Arran  had  refused  to  sell,  47579. — 
But  witness  himself  was  negotiating  a sale  of  the 
estate  in  North  Mayo  some  years  ago,  47579-80. — 
Which  fell  through,  47579. — Because  the  tenants  re- 
fused to  buy  unless  the  estate  were  handed  over  to 
the  Estates  Commissioners,  47580,  47582,  47585,  47589. 
— Lord  Arran  was  willing  to  sell,  he  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  passing  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of 
1903,  47577,  47583. — And  asked  for  the  land  such  a 
price  as,  invested  at  3 £ per  cent.,  would  bring  in  his 
present  income,  47577,  47625,  47627. — For  convenience 
of  estimating  this,  he  was  willing  to  allow  inspection 
of  his  rentals  for  the  last  fifteen  or  eighteen  years, 
in  so  far  as  they  showed  gross  rental  and  estate  out- 
goings, 47577. — Witness  was  meeting  deputations  from 
various  parts  of  the  estate,  three  years  ago,  and,  until 
the  tenants  suddenly  refused  to  buy  except  under 
these  conditions,  he  thought  the  terms  of  sale  had 
been  actually  arranged,  47580,  47589. — Though  only 
one  townland  was  actually  sold,  47581,  47590.— Lord 
Arran  refused  to  hand  over  the  estate  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  47580.— But  witness,  on  his  behalf, 
proposed  that  if  the  ^tenants  could  previously  agree 
with  him  about  the  price,  he  would  ask  Lord  Arran 
to  relinquish  the  estate  to  the  Commissioners,  47580, 
47599. — Though  Lord  Arran  and  witness  felt  them- 
selves able  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  both  tenanted  and 
untenanted  land  direct  to  the  tenants,  47589.— They 
were  willing  to  hand  over  the  untenanted  lands  to 
tne  Estates  Commissioners,  47588. — And  if  the  Com- 
missioners to-day  would  give  a sum  which,  if  invested 
at  oi  per  cent.,  Would  give  Lord  Arran  his  present 
income,  witness  would  accept  it,  on  behalf  of  Lord 
rran  47594. — Witness  had  been  approached  by  only 
wit1Lte+Tnt,S'  2vit.Il,fl  view  to  ^-opening  negotiations', 
Wl  ™ vi  lauSti.eight  or  ten  montris>  47591-2. — And 
anf,  ”P]ied.  *hat  he  required  the  names  of  those  ten- 
wished  to  buy,  47593,  47597.— Because  it  was 
K surveying  a large  estate,  unless  the 

47qfl,of  if?  tena!l(:V  were  willing  to  come  to  terms. 
Moling  f reply  was  made  to  Mr.  Purdue,  of 
-VLullaghafarry,  near  Killala,  47598. 


MAUDE,  Captain  ANTHONY-confmted. 

Wish  of  Tenants  to  have  price  of  Land  fixed  by 
the  Estates  Commissioners. 

The  tenants,  on  their  side,  suggested  that  the  fixing 
of  the  price  should  be  left  to  the  Estates  Commis” 
sioners,  and  stated  their  willingness  to  abide  by  a 
price  so  fixed,  47586.— Witness  did  not  consider  this 
a reasonable  attitude,  47587.— Thougli  he  was  willing 
*°1neiLV?  them  to  fix  the  price  of  the  untenanted  land! 
47588,  47600,  47601,  47603,  47613— Becaiise  the  amount 
of  untenanted  land  was  small,  47602. — Only  640  acres 
of  good  land,  47602,  47610. — And  unimportant  in  com- 
parison with  the  large  estate,  47604,  47614— So  that 
as  Lord  Arran  was  anxious  to  sell,  and  did  not  wish 
to  stand  m the  way  of  benefits  to  his  tenants,  47616— 
Nor  think  it  worth  while  fighting  about  £1,000,  or 
so,  47602,  47609. — He  was  willing  to  sell  it  at  any 
P™®  r,  ,y  tlle  E.states  Commissioners,  47599, 
47613. — He  did  not  think  their  price  equivalent  to 
the  value  of  the  land,  47601— Though  naturally  he 

was  anxious  to  obtain  the  best  price  possible,  47615. 

The  full  value,  47611-12. — One  of  the  objects  of  the 
Act  of  1903  was  the  distribution  of  grass  lands,  47584. 
—And  another  was  the  restoration  of  the  evicted 
tenants,  47596. — Which  was  one  of  the  conditions  of 
a general  settlement  of  the  Irish  Land  Question, 
47596— Witness  was  not  aware  that  Lord  Arran, 
during  the  last  few  days,  had  consistently  voted 
against  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill,  but  could  say  on 
behalf  of  Lord  Arran,  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
could  reinstate  evicted  tenants,  split  up  grazing  lands, 
or  anything  else,  provided  Lord  Arran  obtained  his 
terms,  47598. 

No  DIFFICULTY  WOULD  HAVE  ARISEN  IF  ESTATES  COM- 
MISSIONERS HAD  ADOPTED  THE  “FAIR  PRICE.” 

The  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  Lord  Arran’s 
Estate  would  never  have  arisen  if  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners had  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  for  estates 
such  a sum  as,  invested  at  3g  per  cent. , would  repre- 
sent the  net  income  of  the  landlord,  and  if  this  were 
ttowr  eustom,  no  compulsory  sales  would  be  necessary, 
47606— And  there  would  be  a general  transfer  of 
land,  as  much  as  the  Estates  Commissioners  or  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  wished  for,  though  the  land- 
lords should  retain  their  demesnes,  47607-8. 

Witness’s  experience  in  Sale  of  Land. 

Witness  had  great  experience  of  selling  land,  hav- 
ing sold  over  £1,000,000  of  property  in  all  parts  of 
aSuSs  !in<le  -the  PassmS  of  the  Act  of  1903,  47594, 
4/606.—  And  in  some  cases,  in  demanding  a price 
irom  the  tenants,  put  forward  a standard  of  net  in- 
come of  the  landlord,  47618— Witness  had  sold  land 
to  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  47617— Witness 
had  sold  a good  deal  of  land  in  Donegal,  on  the  terms 
lor  which  he  would  have  sold  the  Arran  and  Temple- 
more  Estates,  47619-20— Witness  thought  he  had  not 
sold  land  m Donegal  before  the  Act  of  1903,  but  pos- 
then 47620A°ld  Part  °f  the'  Connolly  Estate  before 

Advantage  of  land  passing  to  tenants  through  the 
Estates  Commissioners. 

Witness  thought  the  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
done  much  good,  and  made  enormous  improvements 
on  the  estates  they  had  bought,  47621— There  would 
be  no  objection,  from  a landlord’s  point  of  view  to 
the  application  of  remedial  processes  to  land  by ’the 
Estates  Commissioners  or  other  public  bodies  before 
the  tenants  should  become  tenant  purchasers,  47622-3 
-And  he  would  approve,  if  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  could  arrange,  after  the  landlord  had  agreed 
with  lus  tenants  as  to  the  price  of  land,  to  take  over 
the  land  and  improve  it,  47624. 

Offer  to  Tenants  on  behalf  of  Lord  Arran. 

about,  Loyd  Arran’s  land,  witness- 
said  he  would  give  a reduction  of  4s.  in  the  £,  47628. 

But  he  did  not  think  he  asked  a certain  number 
iZT"  ?UrCMS6’  47625— Witness  had  many  inter- 
views, and  could  not  say  positively  that  he  stated  to 
tenants  that  he  must  obtain  a certain  number  of 
years  purchase,  so  that  Lord  Arran  should  retain  his 
net  income,  47625-6. — But  he  positively  did  say  that 
the  terms  on  which  Lord  Arran  woulcf  sell  would  be 
47628  W°U W preserve  for  him  his  present  income* 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


MAUDE,  Captain  ANTHONY — continued. 


O’MALLEY,  Mr.  JOHN — contniued. 


Ms.  Pkatt’s  case. 

Mr.  Pratt,  in  1899,  offered  to  sell  his  land  at  18 
years’  purchase,  at  a time  when  Land  Stock  was  at 
112,  and  Mr.  Pratt’s  land  had  not  been  reduced  for  a 
second  statutory  term,  47629,  47630. — But  when  again 
approached  by  his  tenants,  in  October,  1903,  his  rents 
had  been  reduced  on  a second  stautory  term,  and  if 
he  had  obtained  27  years’  purchase  he  would  still  be 
getting  less  than  if  he  had  sold  in  1899  at  18  years’ 
purchase,  47630. 

Refusal  of  Estates  Commissioners  to  peal  with 
Lanp. 


the  Board  to  purchase  this  small  amount  of  lan^r 
47663,  47666. — It  would  have  been  well  to  acquire  thr 
grass  land  on  the  same  property,  47668.— There  Was& 
in  the  peninsular,  enough  grass  land  to  make  most  nf 
the  small  holdings  economic,  47671a. 


Proposep  Compulsory  Purchase  of  Erri8> 

Erri6  should  be  considered  as  a whole,  and  bought 
en  bloc,  by  the  Board,  47670-3,  47675,  47742,  47746, 
47761. — Which  should  receive  compulsory  powers 
47670,  47742. 

Refusal  of  Lanplorps  to  sell  Grass  Lanp. 


The  Estates  Commissioners  would  now  refuse  to 
take  over  an  estate,  even  if  the  landlord  and  tenants 
had  agreed  upon  terms,  47630. — If  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  would  take  over  estates,  their  sale  would 
be  simplified,  47631. 


KEAVENEY,  Rev.  PATRICK. 


Comments  on  Evipence  relating  to  Lore  Arran’s 
Estates. 

Witness  wished  to  make  a statement  referring  to 
Mr.  Maude’s  evidence,  and  to  deny  that  any  deputa- 
tion of  tenants  waited  on  Mr.  Maude’  or  Lord 
Arran,  or  that  the  affair  of  selling  the  Arran  Estate 
had  ever  progressed  so  far,  47632. — The  tenants  had 
heard  that  Lord  Arran  was  prepared  to  sell  his  estate, 
and  a meeting  of  tenants  was  called  at  the  Board- 
room,  Ballina,  of  which  the  clergy  of  the  district  were 
notified,  and  which  the  witness  attended,  at  the 
tenants’  request,  47633. — Delegates  were  appointed  to 
ascertain  the  views  of  tenants,  and  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  for  a fortnight,  and  at  the  third  and  last 
meeting,  terms  were  formulated,  47634.— Mr.  Maude 
was  not  waited  upon  by  a deputation,  but  attended 
the  meetings  like  a tenant,  47633. — The  third  meeting 
resolved  that  the  district  of  Shraheen  should  not  be 
bought  direct  by  the  tenants,  as  it  would  be  useless 
to  them,  being  cut  out  into  "rundale,”  two  ridges 
wide,  47634. — There  was  some  rundale  at  Shraheen 
and  also  at  Ballycastle,  47635. — It  was  also  resolved 
that  the  congested  portion  of  Lord  Arran’s  estate 
should  be  purchased  through  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  the  non-congested  part  through  the  Es- 
tates Commissioners,  47634.— But  it  was  not  proposed 
to  hand  over  the  estate  as  a whole  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  or  to  have  offers  made  by  tenants, 
and  the  price  run  up  as  at  an  auction,  as  Mr.  Maude 
demanded,  47634-5. — An  auction  consisted  in  buyers 
bidding  against  one  another,  and  witness  thought  that 
in  the  sale  of  land,  as  of  other  commodities,  the  seller 
should  be  asked  what  he  will  accept,  47637.— Witness 
heard  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  standard  of 
the  net  income  was  acceptable,  47637-8. 


O’MALLEY,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Congestion  in  Kilmore,  anb  action  of  the  Con- 
gesteb  Districts  Boare. 


The  landlords  refused  to  sell  grass  land,  47729 
47734. — For  instance,  Mr.  Charles  M'Kyne,  47736.— 
And  Mr.  Walsh,  who  refused  to  sell  his  non-residential 
grazing  land  near  Aughlian,  47664-5,  47735-6.— This- 
witness  knew  from  hearsay,  but  could  also  give  proofs 
of,  47737-40. — Landlords  refused  to  sell  because  their 
estates  were  encumbered,  and  they  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  bonuses,  47739. — The  tenants  held  meetings,, 

and  sent  deputations,  offering  to  buy  land,  47732. 

Most  of  the  tenants  in  the  neighbourhood  approached 
their  landlords,  47653. — But  there  were  no  direct  sales- 
from  landlords  to  tenants  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
47655-6. — And  if  landlords  did  not  refuse  to  sell,  they 
asked  fabulous  prices,  47730. — Twenty-four  or  twenty- 
six  years’  purchase,  when  tenants  could  not  afford 
more  than  twelve  or  fourteen,  47739. — Prices  that  the 
Board  would  not  pay,  nor  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
either,  47730. 

Delay  in  Purchase  of  Grass  Lane. 

Witness  disapproved  of  buying  small  patches  of 
grass  land,  47741-2. — As  there  was  no  hope  for  Erris 
till  the  whole  of  the  waste  land  was  acquired,  47675. 
— And  the  present  plans  would  take  a century,  47670, 
47743. — And  in  the  meantime,  the  young  people, 
unable  to  live  on  the  small  holdings,  were  emigrating, 
or  going  to  England  as  migratory  labourers,  47675. — 
While  in  non-congested  areas  wiheTe  land  was  unin- 
cumbered, five  times  as  many  purchases  had  taken 
place,  47744. 

Drainage,  ane  Migratory  Labour. 

The  whole  of  Erris  when  bought,  should  be  drained, 
47673-4,  47746,  47748. — More  drainage  was  required 
in  Ballycastle  than  the  remainder  of  the  district, 
47746. — There  was  enough  labour  to  drain  the  whole 
barony,  47749. — The  young  labourers,  who  usually 
migrated,  would  work  here  for  less  than  they  earned 
in  England,  47750,  47760. — For  one  and  sixpence  a. 
day,  47751-2,  47760. — Migratory  labourers  earned  the- 
rent  for  the  household  and  to  pay  for  the  Indian  meal, 
which  formed  much  of  their  diet,  47754,  47758. — They 
were  away  in  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  47755. — 
And  when  at  home  they  could  not  weed  the  land, 
47754. — Or  do  drainage  work,  because  the  land 
was  flooded,  47756. — Witness  was  not  aware  that 
drainage  work  was  always  done  between  September 
and  April,  47757. — Witness’s  father’s  farm  was  not 
well  drained,  47726. — It  consisted  of  twenty  acres  i» 
a river  valley,  at  the  river  level,  and  consequenllyr 
had  no  proper  outlet,  47724-28. 


The  parish  of  Kilmore  was  in  Belmullet  Union,  in 
the  electoral  divisions  of  Brighamstown,  North  and 
South,  and  was  entirely  in  the  peninsula  of  Erris, 
47639-42. — The  population  of  the  parish  was  2,876, 
and  the  valuation  £3,440  ; of  this,  nineteen  persons 
held  10,028  acres,  with  a valuation  of  £1.531  9s., 
about  50  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  two  divisions, 
47643,  47671a. — These  were  almost  all  non-residential 
holdings,  the  best  grass  land  in  Mullett,  47643.— 
There  were  many  small  uneconomic  holdings,  47644, 
47650.— In  Fallmore,  47646.— At  Ardmore  Point, 
and  elsewhere,  47644-5.— And  contiguous  to  them, 
grazing  ranches,  which  were  all  tilled  before  the 
Famine,  and  until  recently ; long  after  1846  the 
population  of  Mullett  was  double  what  it  was  now, 
47648-9.— The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  bought 
some  islands,  47652.— And  the  island  of  Inniskea  was 
sold  to  them  by  Mr.  Walsh,  47657-8,  47661,  47661a.— 
This  purchase  had  benefited  the  islanders,  but  thev 
■were  only  a few,  47668,  47670.— It  was  not  wise  for 


Temporary  Tenancies  unper  the  Boarp. 

9 Witness  considered  that  the  small  holders  would  be- 
willing  to  accept  temporary  tenancies  from  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  for  four  or  five  years,  becom- 
ing peasant  proprietors  when  the  remedial  processes- 
were  finished,  47759. — For  he  would  see  his  farm  im- 
proving, and  bn  paid  for  the  work,  47766-8. — A charge- 
l-eing  made  on  the  holding  to  cover  part  of  the  ex- 
penditure, 47769. — But  nothing  less  than  immediate 
purchase  of  tihe  grass  1 ands  by  the  Board  would.  eatisfy 
tenants,  47761,  47763-5. — For  they  were  disgusted 
at  the  delay  which  had  occurred  already,  four  years 
having  passed  out  of  68^,  47761-2.— And  reductions 
of  8s.  an  acre  having  been  made  in  non-congesteo 
areas,  47763. 

Parish  Grants. 

The  total  amount  paid  in  Mayo  in  Parish  Granta? 
to  March,  1905,  was  £21,857  4s.  3d.,  of  which  Swin- 
ford  Union  received  £10,806  5s.  4d.,  47770,  47773-5.— 
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O’MALjLEY,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


O’MALLEY,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


Ballin.-i  Union,  £1,428  4s.  6 d.  ; Belmullet  Union, 
£1,820  9s.  ; Ballinrobe,  £597  7s.  6 d.  ; Castlebar,  £895 
12s.  6 d.  ; Killala,  £80  6s.  6 d.  ; Claremorris,  £3,261 
10s.  7 d.  ; Westport,  £2,758  Is.  Id.,  47775.— This 
money  was  obtained  from  Imperial  taxes,  47771, 
47788. — And  it  was  a grevance  that  Belmullet,  the 
poorest  Union  in  Mayo,  should  not  get  its  fair  share, 
47788. — Belmullet  had  a grant  of  £450  for  a bridge, 
47777,  47779. — And  a small  grant  for  lace  making, 
47779. — And  a grant  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
47777. — But  no  grant  could  make  up  for  the  apparent 
disproportion,  47780. — S win  ford,  having  no  sea-board, 
had  no  grants  for  piers  or  fisheries,  47772. — There  had 
been  no  expenditure  at  Porturlin,  Portacloy,  or  In- 
ver, except  small  sums,  47781-3. — A parish  grant  was 
refused  to  Belmullet  ten  years  previously,  on  account 
of  some  difference  between  the  dhairmian  and  the 
people,  47784. — And  other  parishes  had  been  refused 
on  like  grounds,  47798. — Witness  had  no  doubt  that  all 
the  parishes  had  applied,  47796. --And  that  some  had 
been  refused.  47793. — Among  others,  Bangor,  47794, 
47798. — He  did  not  think  it  superfluous  to  apply 
for  a grant,  47786. — Or  that  the  Parish  Committee 
should  do  work  in  a proper  manner,  47787. — 
Nor  did  he  see  any  reason  why  Erris  could  not 
have  a parish  committee  and  its  share  of  grants, 
nor  could  he  say  where  was  the  fault  that  Kilmore 
should  not  have  its  fair  share,  47789.— Unless  it  arose 
from  other  localities  making  more  applications,  477S0. 
—Witness  lived  in  Belmullet,  but  was  not  sure  whether 
there  was  a Parish  Committee  there,  47779-81. — His 
interest  was  merely  in  the  relative  sums  spent  in 
different  Unions,  and  his  opin-'on  was  that  the  money 
should  be  equally  divided  between  the  different  dis- 
tricts, 47802. 


Fisheries — Lack  of  Transit  Facilitif.s. 

Erris  should  have  a source  of  livelihood  in  fishing, 
but,  owing  to  want  of  transit  facilities,  it  had  no 
market  for  fish,  47676-7. — The  fisheries  might  be  a 
gold  mine ; eight  to  eleven  tons  of  fish  had  been 
caught  at  one  time  by  Scotch  fishermen  in  the  locality, 
but  fish  had  rotted  on  the  shore,  at  Belderig,  to  the 
value  of  £100  a day,  because  there  was  no  means  for 
conveying  it  the  forty  miles  to  Ballina,  47677. — 
There  was  a boat  service  to  Sligo,  but  fish  could  not 
be  sent  to  Dublin  in  saleable  condition,  as  the  boat 
did  not  run  in  connection  with  the  train,  47679. — 
At  Mr.  O’Kelly’s  request,  an  extra  trip  was  added  ; 
but  even  then  the  fish  were  spoiled  when  it  reached 
England  ; it  was  usually  sent  to  Blackbume,  47680. 
— When  a Mr.  Murgatroyd  came  from  Scotland, 
47682. — He  benefited  by  the  extra  service,  which  en- 
tailed the  Sligo  boat  running  three  times  a week,  in- 
stead of  twice,  47685,  47687,  47688-9.— And  excep- 
tional arrangements  were  made  on  several  occasions 
to  suit  him,  47705. — He  had  the  fish  iced  and  sent 
every  other  day  in  time  for  the  train,  47686,  47688, 
47701. — The  vessel,  which  plied  between  Belmullet 
and  Dublin,  47691. — Called  at  Belderig,  Porturlin, 
Portacloy,  and  Ballycastle,  47694,  47704.— On  every 
trip,  weather  permitting,  according  to  Murgatroyd’ s 
contract,  47698. — But  if  the  weather  was  bad,  it  was 
not  possible  to  call  at  these  stations,  and  the  fish  was 
left,  47698. — If  there  was  a gale,  the  fish  usually 
taken  from  Belderig  by  Murgatroyd,  to  Sligo,  was 
sent  by  cart  to  Killala,  and  thence,  if  possible,  to 
Dublin,  47699,  47702. — Without  being  iced,  for  there 
was  no  ice  on  shore,  47703. — Murgatroyd  iced  the  fish 
on  board  the  steamship  “Tartar”  ; he  obtained  the  ice 
in  Dublin,  47690-1. — The  extra  trip  was  now  discon- 
tinued and,  the  fishing  being  over,  the  boat  now  only 
called  at  Ballycastle  and  Portacloy  on  the  journey 
up,  unless  it  carried  merchandise,  47695-6. 


The  Blacksod  Railway. 

It  was  proposed  that  the  contemplated  Blacksod 
railway  should  touch  the  deep  water  at  Broadhaven 
Bay,  which  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  fishing  of 
'he  whole  North  coast,  if  it  provided  a permanent 
service,  47709. — It  was  held  that  a greater  number 
of  people  would  be  served  by  a railway  on  the  North 
'“f.  than  by  one  on  the  Mulranny  route,  47712 
+ Di  fishine  at  Broadhaven  was  better  than 

a Blacksod,  47713. — And  the  population  in  that  dis- 
tnct  had  increased,  47715.— Witness  did  not  think 
mat  a Worth  coast  railway  would  divert  trade.  47716. 


— He  would  give  no  opinion  as  to  the  best  route,  for 
the  people  of  Belmullet  had  resolved  not  to  confuse 
the  question  by  advocacy  of  any  particular  route,  but 
to  leave  the  route  to  be  fixed  by  Government,  47710, 
47719. — Though  he  believed  the  “ All  Red  ” route  to 
be  the  best  of  the  two,  47716. — There  was  no  hope  for 
Belmullet  fisheries  without  a railway,  as  it  was  now 
forty-two  English  miles  from  a railway  station,  47718. 
— The  people  of  the  district  were  not  prepared  to  pay 
for  a railway,  47721. — And  he  believed  that  there  was 
no  question  of  a tax,  the  Midland  Railway  having 
discussed  the  matter,  47720. 


SCANLAN,  Mr.  FELIM. 


Witness’s  Holding. 

Witness  was  a tenant  farmer,  born  in  Erris,  and 
having  a holding  between  Belmullet  and  Ballina,  at 
Glencastle,  47803-6. — His  holding  was  valued  at  £4 
5s.,  47807,  47904. — The  acreage  was  about  fourteen 
acres  of  reclaimed  cut-away  bog,  and  in  addition  a 
few  acres  of  mountain  land,  47808-9,  47905. — A good 
deal  of  the  reclaimed  fourteen  acres  was  impossible 
to  till,  being  too  poor;  some  of  it  gravel  land,  which 
had  no  soil  over  it,  and  would  only  grow  grass  in 
spots,  which  was  not  fit  for  cattle,  and  was  poor 
feeding  for  a goat;  witness  allowed  cattle  to  run  on 
it,  47811-15. — This  land  amounted  to  an  acre  or  an 
acre  aijd  a half,  and  there  was  another  portion  of  the 
holding  which  was  tolerable  for  grazing,  but  impos- 
sible to  till,  as  the  surface  soil  had  been  torn  away 
by  a river,  47817-19. — The  remainder,  eight  or  nine 
acres  out  of  the  fourteen,  or  perhaps  ten,  could  be 
tilled  and  meadowed,  47819-20. — His  rent  was  £5, 
47906. — Witness  had  inherited  the  farm  from  genera- 
tions of  ancestry,  47923. — Witness  would  till  more 
land  if  he  had  help,  47907. — He  considered  the 
meadowland  as  tillage,  because  it  was  necessary  to 
manure  it,  47908. — For  this  purpose  he  used  manure 
from  the  farm,  and  also  half  a ton  or  more  each  year 
of  artificial  manure,  though  it  was  expensive  in  the 
West  of  Ireland,  47909-10. — Witness  was  not  an  ex- 
ception in  this  matter,  other  holders  of  £4  and  £5 
valuation  using  artificial  manure;  a ton  of  it  was 
used  to-day  compared  with  a hundred-weight  thirty 
years  ago,  47911. — Witness  worked  his  holding  on  a 
mixed  system,  treating  grass  as  a rotation  crop, 
47909,  47921. — Which  he  forced,  and  cut  for  the  stock 
in  summer,  47920. — The  holding  was  too  small,  con- 
sequently witness,  though  sober  and  industrious,  had 
in  eighteen  years  lost  rather  than  gained  on  the.- 
farm,  having  lost  capital  invested  in  it,  47921-2. 


Stock  and  additional  Hired  Grazing:- 

Witness  kept  nine  or  ten  cattle  on  the  average; 
47916-7. — Some  milch  cows,  some  two-year-olds,  and 
a few  calves,  47920. — He  sold  his  young  stock  at  two 
?L$ree  yeal , °¥’  never  so  y°une  as  six  months, 
48008. — He  sold  them  to  local  men  or  strangers,  and  • 
was  not  interested  to  enquire  where  the  strangers 
came  from,  48013. — Farmers  generally  sold  stock  be- 
cause they  were  in  want  of  money,  rather  than  be- 
cause the  particular  time  of  sale  was  the  most  pro- 
fitable to  them,  48020-1. — To  sell  at  two  vears  old  was 
the  most  profitable  plan,  48022.— His  own  stock 
would  be  more  profitable,  if  he  had  a few  acres  ot 
good  land  upon  which  to  fatten  them  before  sale" 
48017-8.— For  his  grass  land  would  not  maintain 

them  without  the  addition  of  cut  grass,  47920. He 

could  not  keep  cattle  at  all  unless  he  were  able  to 
hire  extra  grass  land,  47916-8,  48024-6.— Or  would 
be  obliged  to  sell  them  much  younger.  47126.— It  would 
always  be  possible  to  obtain  grass  land  from  larger 
holders,  who  could  not  fully  stock  their  farms,  47126. 

Action  of  Congested  Districts  Board  with  regard 
to  the  Carey  Estate — Need  for  compulsory 


Witness  knew  little  of  the  purchase  of  land  bv  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  except  with  regard  to 
small  patches,  47863a.— The  land  they  had  acquired 
in  Erris  was  in  the  Union  of  Auglian,  with  which 
witness  had  small  acquaintance,  47864. — Part  of  the 
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Carey  Estate,  recently  bought  by  the  Board,  was  in 
RathmilJ,  six  miles  from  Belmullet,  to  the  south; 
it  was  near  Lisshall,  and  was  called  Duyork,  47821, 
47823-5. — And  was  thickly  populated,  47821. — The 
other  part  was  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  Bel- 
mullet, on  the  road  to  Glencastle,  47821-2. — And  con- 
sists of  a patch  of  grazing  land,  and  one  small  hold- 
ing, 47821,  47826. — The  Board  acquired  the  land,  and 
enlarged  the  holding  of  this  tenant  by  the  addition 
of  grazing  land,  47821-2,  47827. — And  the  rest  of  the 
land  they  divided  into  two  tenancies,  for  which  pur- 
pose they  must  build  two  houses,  47829-30. — Witness 
did  not  know  where  the  new  tenants  were  to  come 
from,  47831-4. — If  the  Board  had  bought  the  adjoin- 
ing townland  of  Anticollaun,  47821,  47834. — Which 
was  on  the  Stuart  Estate,  47834. — And  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  grazing  land,  47835. — And  situated  on 
the  road  which  runs  through  the  grass  land,  47821, 
47835.— -They  could  have  provided  for  the  congests 
of  Anticollaun,  with  no  expense  to  them,  47821, 
47924-5. — Which  would  have  been  a great  benefit  to 
the  tenants,  47821. — And  would  have  saved  the  ex- 
pense of  building  two  cottages,  47838,  47844. — Which 
would  amount  to  £200  or  more,  47821.— The  only  cost 
of  the  whole  scheme  being  the  purchasing  price  of  the 
grass  land,  47923-4,  47835. — It  was  more  economical 
to  enlarge  holdings  without  disturbing  the  people, 
47838. — And  improvements  that  must  be  paid  for  by 
an  annuity  system  were  of  little  benefit,  47838.— To 
do  this,  the  Board  must  have  bought  the  townland  of 
Anticollaun,  47841. — Which  would  have  required  com- 
pulsory powers,  47821,  47843. 


Distribution  of  Grass  Land  a Remedy  for  Distress 
and  Migratory  Labour. 

The  acquisition  and  distribution  of  grass  land  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  or  some  such  body, 
invested  with  compulsory  powers,  was  the  only  chance 
•of  improvement  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Erris,  47821, 
47843,  47926. — Most  of  the  prevalent  distress  was 
-due  to  the  smallness  of  the  holdings,  for,  no  matter 
how  industrious  the  tenant,  he  could  not  live  on  a 
few  acres,  47882. — But  was  obliged  to  resort  to  relief 
works,  47882.— There  were  tin  B.vmullet  1,800  hold- 
ings of  £4  valuation  and  under,  which  were  too  small 
lo  allow  of  modem  farming  met\  ods,  and  rotation  of 
aoo?I  & V£lch  Wltne,ss  included  l>  ass  crops),  47861, 
47928-30.—  Consequently,  the  Uud  became  impover- 
ished and  foul  with  weeds,  having  been  constantly 
under  tillage  from  time  immemorial,  47861.— Even 
an  addition  of  two  acrea  to  a holding  might  much 
improve  it,  47861. — And  if  the  forty  acres  of  grass 
land  on  the  Carey  Estate  had  been  distributed,  it 

^?aunh47fi<;oellemted  the  conSes!?d  of  Anti- 

•coliaun,  47859  —Even  one  acre,  if  prime  land,  would 

cITf  ? f °Idlng’  47883— Many*  tenants  on  the 
2 f state  were  migratory  labourers,  who  would 
piefer  to  remain  m Ireland,  and  an  addition  of  five 
f acres  of  good  land  would  go  far  to  keep  at 
ril!  ira,te-  some  of  these  migrants,  who  were 

SiiLTCiLs.  ",B”  1 m ordet  t0  “sist  th“ 


“ Economic  Holding,”  “Rundale,”  Mountain  Land, 

Witness  described  as  an  economic  holding,  a farm 
on  which  a man  could  live  and  bring  up  his  family 
m some  measure  of  respectability,  without  bet^in^  of 
Government  or  other  persons,  47936— A holding0  of 
£5  might  or  might  not  be  economic,  and  to  reduce 
the  rent  by  50 ' per  cent,  might  be  a great  benefit  to 
the  tenant,  47937-8. — A farm  which  could  not  be 
worked  with  horse  labour  might  be  economic  if  it 
r*  S"?  ” the  annuity  sufficiently 

low,  47933.— Though  the  difficulty  at  working  these 
farms  was  great,  for,  owing  to  the  situation  of  the 
holding,  and  the  character  of  the  soil,  the  labourers 
had  to  carry  manure  and  produce  in  creels  47861-2 
47866-7,  47933— And  the  land  had  to  be  broken  with 
pick  and  shovel,  while  the  farmer  with  a level  farm 
could  do  four  times  as  much  work  with  a plough 
47861— This  should  be  considered  in  fixing  fair  rents 
or  purchase  annuities  for  mountain  farms,  47934  — 
A man  might  have  as  much  as  twenty -eight  acres 'of 

rundale  ’ m different  patches,  and  yet  be  extremely 
47863  SUlC0  St°Ck’  fed  °n  rundale  re1uiTed  watching 


Drainage,  Reclaiming  and  Liming 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  should  assist  in  r 
claiming,  draining  and  limiing  mountain  land  Jif 
jacent  to  small  holdings,  thereby  much  inoreasina 
value  of  the  holdings,  47821,  47968. — The  use  f 
lime  on  a properly  drained  soil  was  beneficial  4786q 
—And  witness  suggested  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  build  a lime-kiln  at  a small  cost  and 
continue  quarrying  and  burning  the  lime,  which  was 
plentiful  in  Erris,  selling  it  to  the  tenant  farmers  at 
a small  or  nominal  price,  47869-70. — Or,  failing  that 
should  approach  the  landlord  of  the  Atkinson  estate 
(who  now  forbade  the  quarrying  of  lime  at  Glen- 
castle), and  purchase  the  right  to  do  so,  47869-70  — 
The  land  generally  was  deficient  in  lime,  except  where 
it  had  been  treated  with  sea-manure,  and  conseauentlv 
diseases  such  as  “ Finger-and-toe  ” were  prevalent 
and  turnip  and  other  crops  could  not  be  erown’ 
47871-2.  5 ’ 


Afforestation  and  Tree-Planting  as  Relief 
Work. 

The  Government  should  undertake  the  afforestation 
of  large  mountain  tracts  in  the  West ; this  plan  would 
benefit  Erris,  47889. — Witness  would  suggest  planting, 
twenty,  thirty,  or  100  acres  of  mountain  land  in 
1,000,  47893. — Informed  that  no  profitable  return 
could  be  expected  from  planting  less  than  1,000  acres 
in  a block,  47894-6. — Witness  thought  that  very  little 
interference  with  grazing  would  accrue  from  reason- 
able planting,  either  to  inhabitants,  stock,  or  grazing, 
but  no  objection  would  be  made  to  planting  thousand- 
acre  blocks,  47897,  47903. — There  was  little  good 
grazing  on  the  mountains,  47897-8. — Shelter  belts 
would  be  less  desirable  than  planting  on  a large  scale 
—afforestation  would  provide  work  in  times  of  dis- 
tress, which  would  be  better  than  the  ordinary  forms 
of  relief  works,  47888. — Relief  works  are  resorted  to 
by  the  smallest  holders,  but  where  there  are  several 
grown  men  in  one  family  it  is  possible'  for  some  to 
remain  at  home,  and  some  work  on  relief  works ; this 
is  seldom  done  by  the  larger  holders,  47885-7. 

Substitutes  for  Potatoes— Grain  Growing,  Mills, 
etc. 

Witness  thought  that  the  building  of  a corn- 
mill  by  Government  would  encourage  the  cultiva- 
tion of  grain,  47875— The  present  year  was  likely 
to  be  a bad  one  for  potatoes,  as,  despite  extensive 
spraying  operations,  the  potato  was  attacked  by  a new 
disease  (Ball  B&n  or  White  Spot),  which  attacked 
the  stalk,  and  was  more  injurious  even  than  blight, 
owing  to  the  wet  weather,  47872-5. — If  the  potato  crop 
continued  to  be  insufficient,  the  people  must  look  for 
a substitute,  47875. — Many  now  subsisted  on  Indian 
meal,  without  milk,  47861-47876. — And  if  there  were 
a possibility  of  getting  it  ground,  farmers  would  try 
to  grow  Indian  corn,  wMch  would  be  a good  food 
for  man  and  beast,  47876. — Witness  considered 
grain  a better  substitute  for  potatoes  than  parsnips 
or  other  root  crops,  47877— And  believed  that  was 
possible  for  the  small  holder  to  grow  spring  wheat, 
m selected  spots,  in  Belmullet,  47875,  47939,  47942. 
—Witness  had  been  in  America,  where  spring  and 
winter  wheat  was  grown,  47914-5,  47941— And  thought 
the  Belmullet  climate  not  unsuitable,  on  account  of  • 
its  prevalent  sea-breezes,  47878,  47942. — The  wind  did 
sometimes  injure  the  grain  crops,  but  risks  must  be  » 
taken,  47878.  Witness  did  not  remember  the  exis- 
tence of  commills  in  Belmullet  in  former  times, 

47880. — Father  O’Hara  had  opposed  this  scheme  when 
witness  had  suggested  it  four  years  previously  to  six 
members  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  47875,  j 
47939. — Father  O’Hara  had,  at  the  time,  convinced  J 
witness  of  the  unwisdom  of  building  a mill,  stating 
that  mills  which  ten  or  fifteen  years  before  were 
working  satisfactorily  were  at  that  time  useless,  but 
since  then  things  had  changed  again,  and  Indian  corn 
had  risen  four  or  five  shillings,  47876— The  cultivation 
of  small  patches  of  grain  would  not  keep  a mill  going, 
out  in  time  it  was  hoped  'that  two  or  three  thousand 
farmers  would  each  grow  from  half  an  acre  to  an 
acre  or  more  of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye,  etc.,  which 
would  keep  a mill  working — no  one  now  grew  wheat, 
owing  to  lack  of  means  for  grinding  it,  out  witness 
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believed  this  was  the  only  reason,  and  would  himself 
grow  wheat  if  a mill  were  erected,  47943-47.— Witness 
considered  the  cost  of  building  a mill  to  be  a question 
for  an  expert,  47881. 


Temporaky  Tenancies — Advantages  and  Disadvan- 
tages. 

Witness  believed  that  tenants  would  strongly  object 
to  remaining  tenants  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  for  a term  of  four  or  five  years,  while  their 
holdings  were  being  improved ; he  himself  would  ob- 
ject strongly,  47952. — For  he  believed  that  the  tenant 
would  eventually  be  obliged  to  repay  large  sums  of 
money,  47953,  '47962,  47965,  47995,  47997.— This 
would  saddle  the  tenant  with  a responsibility  he 
might  find  it  hard  to  support,  for. if  £30  or  £40  were 
spent  on  improvements,  the  repayment  might  handi- 
cap the  tenant  for  life,  47965,  47990. — Witness  had 
heard  of  the  Diillon  estate,  and,  rather  than  have  the 
same  method  tried  in  Erris,  would  prefer  that  the 
tenant  should  have  immediate  ownership,  and  im- 
prove his  land  himself,  47954-6,  47962,  47972,  47979. — 
Improvements  in  Erris  would  take  a considerable 
time,  as  it  needed  reconstruction  from  end  to  end, 
47949,  47957-8. — Witness  thought  a few  years  would, 
be  sufficient,  47950. — And  strongly  objected  to  the 
Board  holding  land  for  more  than  five  or  six  years, 
47974. — With  plenty  of  labour,  two  years  would  be 
enough  for  drainage  and  large  improvements,  47974- 
6. — Witness  knew  of  no  place  where  sufficient  labour 
for  drainage  works  had  been  lacking,  47976-7. — If  it 
was  perfectly  clear  to  witness  that  the  reconstruction 
of  the  barony  of  Erris  would  take  three,  four,  or  five 
years,  witness  would  not  complain  of  their  holding 
land  for  three  years,  47978. — In  the  case  of  large  ar- 
terial drainage  schemes,  the  Government  should  ap- 
point engineers  and  hire  labour,  and  this  could  be 
done  when  the  land  was  occupied,  47964,  47981. — 
There  were  very  necessary  works,  such  as  arterial 
drainage,  main  fences,  main  roads,  and  reconstruc- 
tion of  holdings,  whidh  must  foe  done,  47988. — And 
which  a terlant  cannot  undertake  for  himself,  47967-8. 
— Also  the  Government  must  reclaim  mountain  land, 
where  the  local  farmers  were  unaccustomed  to  and 
uninformed  about  reclamation,  47968. — And  the  sale 
of  “rundale”  direct  to  tenants,  without  restriping, 
was  impossible,  47927,  47983-4. — But  where  the  ten- 
ant was  himself  able  to  undertake  the  improvements, 
possession  was  an  incentive  to  industry,  47956,  47963, 
47987. — And  possession  should  be  given  as  soon  .as 
possible,  47979. — Witness  considered  that  schemes 
of  .arterial  drainage,  etc.,  should  not  be 
charged  to  the  improved  area,  47982. — But 

they  are  expensive,  and  tlhe  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  must  not  ihamper'  its  efforts  in 

other  directions  by  incurring  undue  expense ; they 
must  recoup  themselves  to  some  extent,  and  if  im- 
mediate possession  were  given  to  the  holder,  the  Board 
must  increase  his  annuity,  47996. — The  value  of  the 
land  would  be  augmented,  47997. 


Temporary  Tenancies  advantageous  to  the  Tenant. 

The  alternative  plan  would  be  for  the  Board  to  re- 
tain possession  of  the  land  for  a term  of  years,  collect- 
ing the  rents  (old  or  reduced),  and  spend  them  on 
(he  property,  47991-6. — This  would  be  a more  favour- 
able plan  for  the  tenant,  who  could  have  no  increased 
annuity  to  pay  in  the  future,  47996,  48001,  48008. — 
This  plan  the  witness  preferred  to  an  increased  an- 
unity,  48000,  48004-6. 


Parish  Improvements  in  Erris. 

Witness  wished  to  state  that  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  could  point  to  no  irregularity  in  the 
administration  of  the  Parish  Improvement  Schema 
in  Erris,  for  nine  or  ten  years  a grant  of  £100  was 
received  by  Belmullet,  of  which  a small  part  some- 
times remained  unexpended,  owing  to  applications 
being  withdrawn  ; this  money  should  be  granted  to 
'j*ber  applicants,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  unexpen- 
ded was  no  argument  that  the  £100  was  more  than 
was  needed,  for  £300  could,  with  advantage,  be  ex- 
pended' in  the  district,  47968,  47970. 


Area,  Population,  Valuation,  etc.,  op  Erris. 

The  Union  had  in  area  of  179,245  acres,  48027— 
There  were  2,297  holdings  in  Erris,  of  which.  1,862 
were  under  £4,  272  between  £4  and  £8,  76  between 
£8  and  £10,  25  between  £15  and  £20,  and  62  over 
£20,  48034. — The  population  was  13,835,  and  the 
poor  law  valuation  per  head  15s.  10d.,  and  if  the 
valuation  (£1,378)  of  grazing  lands  m Erris  were 
deducted,  the  valuation  per  head  of  the  population 
was  only  13s.  9 d.,  48027. — Which  was  the  lowest  valu- 
ation in  Ireland  for  a whole  Union,  though  individual 
electoral  districts  might  be  lower;  the  land  was  ex- 
tremely poor,  but  there  was  sufficient  land  in  Erris 
to  give  15 £ acres  to  every  person  ; the  coast  line  of 
the  barony  of  Erris  was  336  miles,  and  the  whole 
barony  was  larger  by  forty-six  square  miles  than 
bounty  Louth,  and  by  10,000  acres  than  County  Car- 
low;  the  population  wis  agricultural,  or  along  the 
sea-board  a mixed  fishing  and  farming  population  ; 
there  were  512  houses  in  Erris  with  only  one  room, 
1,086  with  two,  and  91  with  three  rooms,  41  with  four 
end  100  with  five  rooms,  48028.— Witness  considered 
that  valuation  and  population  were  a test  of  poverty, 
the  people  having  to  live  on  the  land,  48029— 
If  a revaluation  were  to  take  place  some  land  would 
n Y®  'n)creas®d  in  value,  having  been  reclaimed  since 
uiTmth  s valuation,  and  some,  having  gone  out  of 
cultivation,  would  now  be  of  less  value,  48031— 
However,  valuation  was  the  readiest,  and  in  many 
cases,  the  only  possible  test  to  apply,  48033-4.— Since 
there  had  been  seven  acute  seasons  of  distress  in 
Ems,  in  which  relief  works  had  been  established  by 
Government  to  enable  the  people  to  live,  48034-5.  ‘ 

Price  of  Land  before,  and  since,  Act  of  1903. 

Before  1903,  only  a few  small  properties  were  pur- 
chased, there  were  then  two  cases  of  property  purchased 
bv  one  landlord  from  another,  the  first  was  valued  at 

hSf  4?i039'~LT1i?  secTond1a^  9i  years  purchase,  was 
bought  through  the  Landed  Estates  Court,  witness 
could  not  say  whether  94  years’  purchase  of  the 
ntw?  R°r  t ?e  Tn\  48CL36’  43039, — The  Congested- 
-Districts  Board  also  bought  two  properties  in  wit- 
nesss  parish,  one  at  ten  and  the  other  at  101  years’' 
purchase  on  the  rental,  48036,  48040  - There  were1 
other  properties  offered  for  sale,  hut  not  sold  (wit- 
ness was  informed),  because  the  Commissioners  did 
not  consider  them  sufficient  security  for  an  advance 
y®acs  Purchase  money,  48036,  48041,  48044, 
WaS  * Property  near  Bangor,  known  as 
the  Blacker  property,  and  afterwards  bought  it  at 
194  years  purchase,  48042,  48045.— Directly  by  the 
tenants,  with  the  game  reserved,  48045— At  ‘the  same 
rente,  which  were  all  first  term  rents,  48046-7,  48058- 
9— The  Board  had  recently  bought  two  other  proper- 
ties, for  the  cheapest  of  which  they  had  given  1? 
years  purchase;  witness  had  approached  all  the- 
landlords  who  owned  land  in  the  parish,  48060  — 
Most  of  them  had  been  approached  constantly  by 
tenants,  48111— Most  stated  that  they  were  willing 
to  sell,  some  did  not  state  a price;  a few  asked  to 
have  a price  offered,  48060. — Prices  could  not  be  ar- 
ranged when  the  landlord  did  not  specify  price,  48061. 

Rise  of  I, and  Prices  Exfi.ained. 

This  was  bad  business  from  the  point  of  view  r, f 
the  State,  48048— He  could  not  account  for  the  rise 
, „b-f  .a  1-ls.e  ,n  Produce,  which  had,  in 

fact,  fallen  m price,  48052— Land  Stock  at  that  time 
was  not  up  to  114,  and  the  difference  was  not  thus 
explainable,  48050— Witness  considered  that  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  land  had  fallen  since  1903,  and  could 
only  think  that  the  advance  in  price  was  the  result 
of  the  change  m the  new  Act  of  1903  with  regard  to 
annuities  , the  present  Act  provided  for  10s.  sinking 

?£alnst  £1  5s.  previously,  48051— Conipai? 
mg  ihe  difference  between  ten  years  under  the  old 
Act  and  ten  years  under  the  new,  ten  nine-sixteenth 
years  under  the  old  Act  was  the  same  as  thirteen 
under  the  present ; it  produced  an  identical  initial 
annuity,  excluding  bonus,  assuming  that  Land  Stock 
)ya-s  at  Par.  and  the  payment  was  in  cash  48053  4 
48056.  But  if  Land  stock  w„  'per 

premium  Here  would  be  an  addition,  480&.—And 
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looked  at  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  tenant,  who 
pays  ihe  annuity,  the  property  was  worth  ten  years’ 
purchase,  48506. 


Mr.  Carter’ 8 Land. 

One  landlord,  Mr.  Carter,  asked  26  years’  pur- 
chase, 48060,  48070,  48077-8,  48081,  48115,  48117.— 
The  same  price  he  was  asking  for  lands  in  West- 
meath— this  landlord  would  have  been  as  well  off  as 
at  present,  if  he  had  obtained  18  years’  purchase, 
48067,  48075,  48080. — And  invested  the  money  at  3§ 
per  cent.,  48076. — He  was  solvent,  48090. — But  the 
land  was  fully  mortgaged,  48069,  48075,  48088. — To 
the  extent  of  £40,000,  46068.— If  it  had  not  been 
mortgaged  it  would  not  have  been  sold  at  the  price, 
48071. — A mortgaged  estate  could  be  sold  cheaper 
than  one  unmortgaged,  48070. — Witness,  in  estimat- 
ing that  18  years’  purchase  would  compensate  the 
landlord,  had  allowed  liberally  for  the  expenses  of 
sale,  48075,  48085. — And  for  paying  off  all  mortgages 
out  of  purchase  money,  48091. — These  calculations 
had  not  been  based  on  absolutely  authoritative  evi- 
dence, 48093. — Witness,  however,  was  certain  the 
landlord’s  books  would  not  prove  that  26  years’  pur- 
chase would  be  required,  if  he  was  to  retain  his  net 
income  after  the  sale,  48092. — If  the  books  should 
show  this,  witness  would  say,  as  he  had  in  all  cases 
of  purchase,  that  the  price  given  should  produce  for 
the  landlord  his  net  income,  48094. — Witness  had 
seen  it  stated  that  landlords  were  willing  to  settle  on 
this  basis,  48086. — But  this  was  not  his  experience 
of  them,  48087. — And  Mr.  Carter’s  terms  show  that 
he  would  not  be  satisfied  with  it,  48084. — 26  years’ 
purchase,  with  the  addition  of  the  bonus  of  £3  12s., 
is  equal  to  29  years’  purchase,  48082. — And  he  would 
get  cash  instead  of  depreciated  stock,  48083. — Wit- 
ness and  the  tenants  accompanying  him  did  not  ac- 
tually make  an  offer  to  Mr.  Carter,  as  there  was  no 
chance  of  coming  to  an  agreement,  48095,  48117. — 
But  replied  that  he  would  be  fortunate  if  he  obtained 
20  years’  purchase,  48079.  48116. — Mr.  Carter  gave 
the  same  terms  to  the  District  Council,  48116. — Wit- 
ness was  not  aware  whether  Mr.  Carter  afterwards 
approached  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  but  all 
replies  given  by  landlords  were  sent  on  to  the  Board, 
•and  witness  believed  that  the  Board  asked  every  land- 
~lord  to  send  on  the  usual  application,  48119-20-1. — 
"The  Board  wrote,  stating  they  had  received  this 
'letter  from  the  District  Council,  which  was  sent  to 
-every  landlord  in  Erris,  48122. — The  rent  on  the 
-estate  was  a first  term  rental,  and  if  it  were  properly 
-revised  to  the  equivalent  of  18  years’  purchase,  it 
•would  stand  at  21  years’  purchase,  and  would  repay 
' him,  48071. — Most  of  the  rents  in  Erris  were  still 
•standing  as  first  term  rents,  48072. — And  were  un- 
revised. because  tenants  were  too  poor  to  take  the 
case  into  Court,  48073-4. — Witness  did  not  consider 
it  good  policy  to  enforce  a system  by  which  any  class, 
whether  landlords  or  tenants,  should  suffer,  48096. — 
Therefore,  if  the  land  were  required  for  re-settlement 
the  landlord  must  receive  his  net  income,  48097.— And 
the  State  should  bear  any  loss,  48098. — The  State,  by 
pst-.ablishing  the  bonus,  had  adopted  the  responsi- 
bility of  supplying  any  deficiency,  48104.— But  in  the 
• case  of  the  Carter  Estate  there  would  be  no  loss 
48100. 


" Fair  Price  ’’  of  Land. 

Witness  would  not  expect  a landlord  to  sell  if  he 
were  to  suffer  by  the  sale,  48062-3.— But  the  land- 
lords, though  expecting  to  benefit  by  the  prices 
offered,  held  out  for  higher  prices,  48065-6.— Why 
should  the  landlord  get  more  than  at  present  ? 48101. 
—If  the  landlord’s  net  income  were  likely  to  decrease 
in  the  immediate  future,  that  should  be  taken  into 
account  by  the  State,  in  making  good  any  deficiency 
in  the  price  he  obtained  for  land,  48103.— The  land- 
lord should  receive  his  net  income  on  second  term 
rents,  or  their  equivalent,  48106.— This  should  be 
•calculated  by  deducting  from  the  gross  rental  alt 
legitimate  outgoings  in  connection  with  the  working 
of  the  property,  48107.— This  deduction  varied  ac- 
•cordmg  to  the  nature  of  the  property,  and  in  Erris 
-was  sometimes  50  per  cent.,  48108.— But  20  per  cent 
certainly  should  be  deducted,  48109.— Landlords’  books 
-should  be  open  to  inspection  by  representatives  of 
purchasing  tenants,  48110. 


Sales  Direct  from  Landlord  to  Tenant 
Negotiations  between  landlords  and  tenants  had  w 
resulted  in  sales,  because  the  landlords,  besides  ask 
ing  exorbitant  prices,  were  not  willing  to  sell  to  th 
Estates  Commissioners  or  the  Congested  Distri  t 
Board,  wished  to  make  bargains  direct  with  tenant!8 
48812 . — I irrespective  of  the  advice  of  the  Board  » 
Commissioners,  and  of  the  interests  of  the  lnc»Ui. 
48813.— Between  landlord  and  tenant,  there  was  ™ 
free  market  m land,  48171.  “ “ 


The  O’Hara  Estate. 

Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  O’Hara  were  two  tvniMi 
landlords,  48114—Mr.  O’Hara  stated  that  he  wo3 
make  no  greater  reduction  that  4s.  in  the  £—241 
years’  purchase  on  first  term  and  non-judicial  rents5 
the  valuation  per  head  on  that  estate  was  7s  Ud  • 
subsequently  tenants  went  into  Court  and  got  reduc 
tions  varying  from  4s.  to  5s.,  and  averaging  4*  6d 


The  O’Donel  and  William  Burn’s  Estates. 

The  tenants  on  the  Burn’s  estate  had  judicial  tenan 
cies,  48122,  48124.— Were  asked,  fifteen  years  pre- 
viously, to  give  permission  to  have  their  land  striped 
with  a view  to  its  sale  to  them ; they  consented,  and 
some  of  them  are  not  yet  restored  to ’their  tenancies 
but  are  paying,  in  many  cases,  their  old  rents  on 
new  holdings,  and  were  “ con-acre  ” tenants,  48122.— 
Or  tenants  who  had  no  interest  in  the  property,  so 
that  the  landlord  could  sell  the  tenant’s  interest  as 
well  as  the  landlord’s  interest,  48123. — The  principal 
mortgagee  was  trying  to  sell  the  land,  stating  that  it 
was  more  valuable,  because  the  tenants  were  not  judi- 
cial but  con-acre  tenants,  48122.— The  tenants  ceased 
to  be  judicial  tenants  on  the  understanding  that  it 
should  be  to  their  interests,  and  at  a request  on  be- 
half of  Judge  Ross’s  Court,  48125.— The  O’Donel 
estate  had  been  offered  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  to  the  Land  Commission,  ana  had  been 
valued  and  revalued,  but  no  sale  resulted,  as  the 
Land  Judge  asked  more  than  its  value  ; in  bad  years 
these  tenants  were  the  first  to  need  relief,  48127.— 
Witness  considered  this  a hardship  inflicted  by  the 
Court,  48126. 


Proposed  Changes  in  Land  Stock. 

Witness  considered  that,  owing  to  the  discount  at 
which  Land  Stock  was  issued,  the  transfer  of  land 
was  too  costly  to  the  State ; £100  cash  paid  on  behalf 
of  tenants,  now  cost  £136  11s.  8d. , which  was  more 
than  the  price  of  a perpetuity  at  3 per  cent.  ; taking 
Land  Stock  at  82,  there  was  a discount  of  18  in  the 
stock  thus  issued ; the  discount  was  £21  19s.  and  the 
bonus  of  12  per  cent.  £14  12s.  8 d.  ; witness  suggested 
that  the  interest  on  Land  Stock  should  be  increased 
to  3 per  cent.,  thus  enhancing  the  value  of  the  Stock, 
48142-3.—  (Leaving  the  sinking  fund  at  10s.),  and 
that  landlords  should  get  two-thirds  of  their  pur- 
chase money  in  Land  Stock,  48128. — This  alteration 
would  affect  the  farmer’s  annuity  to  the  extent  of  5s. 
m the  £100,  48130. — Farmers  would  not  then  give  so 
many  years’  purchase,  48131. — A four  per  cent,  an- 
nuity would  disincline  farmers  to  purchase,  twenty- 
five  years’  purchase  would  represent  the  gross  rental, 
48132. — Witness  considered  that  prices  were  lower 
under  previous  Acts,  because  they  had  a four  per 
cent,  payment,  48131. — There  would  have  been  more 
land  sold  in  Erris  if  the  Act  of  1903  had  not  come 
into  force  ; landlords  then  willing  to  sell  at  fourteen 
Or  fifteen  years’  purchase,  now  asked  23,  48133. — If 
a bonus  of  three  to  five  years’  purchase  were  added 
to  the  Ashbourne  Act,  and  the  Act  of  1903  not  en- 
forced, it  would  increase  sales  immensely,  48134, 
48136. — Especially  in  the  poorer  districts  where  the 
landlords  expected  to  make  their  fortunes  by  sales, 
48135. — If  a bonus  had  been  added  to  the  Ashbourne 
Act,  there  would  have  been  no  need  in  congested  districts 
for  the  Act  of  1903,  48137-8.— Sales  were  taking  place 
until  the  last,  under  the  old  Acts,  48139-40.— Witness 
knew  it  was  stated  by  Government  that  further  in- 
ducements must  be  offered  to  persuade  solvent  land- 
lords to  sell,  48142 
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Improvements — Drainage,  Striping,  etc. 

The  state  of  agriculture  in  Erris  was  backward, 
much  of  the  land  being  in  rundale,  which  required 
striping,  fencing,  and  some  reclamation  ; while  this 
was  progressing,  the  people  would  be  gaining  agricul- 
tural knowledge,  48144,  48149.— This  could  not  be 
done  by  the  tenant,  nor  could  arterial  drainage, 
48149-50.— Which  was  necessary  before  other  drain- 
age could  be  begun,  and  must  be  com  Dieted  before 
the  land  was  handed  over  to  tenants,  when  one  un- 
reasonable person  might  prevent  a drainage  scheme, 
which  was  to  the  advantage  of  himself  as  well  as  his 
neighbours  ; those  remedial  processes  should  be  done 
so  as  to  be  a model  to  farmers,  48151.— While  the 
land  was' retained  by  the  Board  for  a term  of  years, 
three  or  five,  according  to  the  work  to  be  done,  48148, 
48155.— Witness  knew  of  a plot  of  this  kind,  which 
had  cost  the  Board  a good  deal,  48151.— It  had  been 
sold,  but  the  annuity  was  not  increased,  so  as  to  re- 
coup the  expenditure,  48152-3.— Tenants  objected  to 
increased  annuities,  but  witness  considered  it  desir- 
able that  improvements  should  be  made,  and  an 
addition  made  to  the  annuity,  for  these  improvements, 
if  wisely  done,  paid  for  themselves,  48154-5.— There 
would  still  remain  the  improvement  of  houses, 
48150. — And  much  that  the  tenant  could  do  for  him- 
self, for . the  land,  being  poor,  would  require  labour 
to  keep  it  in  condition,  and  the  tenant  and  his  son, 
though  capable  of  earning  more  elsewhere,  would  be 
best  employed  in  improving  or  reclaiming  their  lands, 
48156-9. — For  this  gave  them  constant  interest  ancl 
employment,  48163. — And  it  was  improving  'to  a 
family  to  work  for  its  conjoint  ends,  48158-9,  48162. 

Maintenance  of  Drainage,  and  Deterioration  of 
Holdings- 

The  maintenance  of  arterial  drainage  should  be  the 
care  of  the  people  benefited,  48164.— The  Congested 
Districts  Board  should  have  power  to  enforce  this, 
48165. — If  a tenant  allowed  his  farm  to  deteriorate, 
and  was  obliged  to  sell  it,  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  have  no  power  of  pre-emption,  for  the 
tenant  was  sufficiently  punished  by  his  ill-success, 
48166-7. — The  Board  should  keep  an  agricultural  in- 
structor in  each  neighbourhood,  to  encourage  main- 
tenance of  the  improvements,  48172. — But  should  not 
have  special  powers  in  case  of  waste  and  neglect  by 
tenants,  for  landlords  were  not  dispossessed,  except 
in  extreme  cases,  48173. 

Consolidation  and  Sub-division  of  Holdings. 
Other  tenants  should  be  allowed  to  buy  holdings 
relinquished  by  unsuccessful  farmers,  unless  the  ad- 
joining holdings  were  very  large,  48168.— The  pur- 
chasing owner  should  have  a free  market,  48169. — 
Witness  had  not  considered  the  question,  but  thought 
the  tenant  purchaser  should  have  a free  market, 
48170.— Freer  than  at  present,  48171.— Consolidation 
of  holdings  (if  too  small)  was  a great  benefit,  48175. — 
But  might  be  a great  evil,  48175. — It  would  be  well 
that  the  State  should  pay  the  full  market  price  for 
a holding  relinquished  through  the  improvidence  of 
its  owner,  or  other  reasons,  ai\d  hand  it  over  to  a 
new  tenant,  48176,  48180. — Thus  preventing  unwise 
consolidation  or  sub-divison,  48176-9. — As  was  done 
in  Germany,  48176. — Sub-division  of  holdings  was  an 
evil  in  the  case  of  small  holdings,  48174,  48179. — 
There  was  an  unfortunate  tendency  to  sub-divide,  in 
small  holders,  48194. — In  holdings  above  £10  valua- 
tion this  was  not  apparent,  48195. — The  tendency  was 
greater  in  the  case  of  holdings  inherited  than  of 
holdings  purchased,  48027. — Witness  expected,  when 
he  had  more  experience  of  purchased  holdings,  to  find 
that  the  spirit  of  ownership  would  counteract  the 
tendency  to  sub-divide,  48028-9. — And  the  payment  of 
tl)e  ?nnuity  to  the  State  further  discouraged  sub- 
division, 48209. — So  that  even  in  682-  years,  when 
nothing  remained  to  pay,  the  owner  would  still  be 
disinclined  to  sub-divide,  48210. — If  the  land  were 
not  to  be  indefinitely  sub-divided,  the  sons  of  farmers 
must  take  to  some  other  occupation,  48194. — They 
would  either  buy  a business  or  a holding  or  emigrate, 
48195,  48201. — An  economic  holding  was  one  which 
could  support  the  owner  and  his  wife  and  family 
until  the  family  grew  up,  48201. — A holding  not 
capable  of  supporting  a wife  and  young  family  was 
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uneconomic,  48200.— But  not  if  it  would  not  support 
indefinitely,  an  indefinitely  large  family,  48199.— Just 
as  a business  was  economic,  even  though  it  would  net 
^PP°rt_?.16  whole  grown-up  family  of  the  owner, 
48197.— Witness  did  not  contemplate  the  entire  family 
living  permanently  on  the  soil,  48196.— In  every 
county  some  of  the  grown  sons  adopted  other  callings, 
48198,  48203. — Just  as  shopkeepers’  sons  did,  48202, 
48206.  If  there  were  lands  available  for  agriculture, 
they  should  get  them,  rather  than  turn  to  employ- 
ments for  which  they  were  unsuited,  48205. 


Distribution  of  Grass  Lands. 

There  was  a considerable  amount  of  grass  land 
available  for  the  relief  of  congestion,  which  should 
be  split  up  and  given  to  the  local  holders  ; about  200 
new  holdings  could  be  made  from  the  grass  lands  in 
Erris,  as  a basis  of  £5  to  £7  a holding,  48184.— This 
would  still  leave  a number  of  uneconomic  holders  in 
Erris — even  if  no  land  were  given  to  iihe  fishermen, 
48187-8. — Who  would  not  migrate  in  any  circum- 
stances, 48186. 


■Migratory  Labourers. 

The  new  farms  of  £5  to  £7  would  give  employment 
enough,  without  resorting  to  migratory  labour,  if  it 
was  mixed  land,  48191.— Most  of  the  holdings  in- 
cluded bog,  48192. — If  the  holding  were  half  bog,  it 
would  provide  sufficient  employment,  48193. — But  if 
all  clay,  a £10  holding  would  be  necessary,  48193. — 
As  a consequence  of  improvement  some  persons  for- 
merly migratory  labourers  had  become  permanent  resi- 
dents, but  witness  could  not  say  definitely  that  this 
was  due  to  the  action  of  the  Board  in  increasing 
holdings,  48190. — The  tenantry  had  been  considerably 
improved,  48189. — It  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
migratory  labourers  should  return  once  a year  to 
their  homes,  48161. — And  boys  acquired  bad  habits, 
or  lost  their  health,  after  working  for  three,  four, 
or  five  years  in  England  or  Scotland  ; it  was  unusual 
that  they  turned  out  respectable  men,  48161. — 
Though  for  a time  they  might  earn  considerable 
wages,  48160. 


Live  Stock. 

Since  the  live  stock  schemes  passed  from  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  Erris  had  suffered  consider- 
ably, 48180. — The  horse-breeding  scheme  was  unsuccess- 
ful, the  class  of  hackneys  sent  not  being  suitable  to 
Erris.  48145-7. — So  that  horses' in  Erris  were  worse  than 
before,  48144. — And  in  the  case  of  shorthorns,  the  De- 
partment supplied  animals  too  highly  bred,  highly 
fed,  and  high-priced  for  bog  lands,  whereas  an  animal 
from  one-third  to  one-tenth  the  price  would  be 
more  suitable,  it  being  better  to  raise  the  price  of 
1,000  calves  by  5s.  than  100  by  £1  a head,  48180. 
— Farmers  said  they  had  suffered  to  the  extent  of  £1 
a calf  for  the  change,  48184. — The  calves  were  too 
tender  and  unsuited  to  the  country,  48181-2. — There 
was  only  one  cross-bred  bull  in  witness’s  parish, 
which  had  been  there  six  months,  whereas  there  used 
to  be  four  or  five,  48184. — The  76  cross-bred  bulls  in 
Mayo  were  not  in  Erris,  48183. — The  Congested  Dis- 
trict Board  had  supplied  hardy  cross-bred  animals, 
and  a good  number  of  them,  48180. 

Evidence  of  The  O’ Conor  Don. 

Witness  wished,  with  reference  to  The  O’Conor 
Don’s  statement,  that  Geesala  population  was  sea-sup- 
ported,  to  say  it  was  the  one  seaboard  popula- 
tion of  Erris  which  did  not  fish ; also,  though  he 
had  said  Erris  was  not  congested,  it  was  one  of  the 
most  congested  districts  in  Ireland,  48239. — The 
O’Conor  Don  had  a small  property  in  the  Mullett 
which  might  have  been  sold,  48240. 

Facilities  for  Fisheries  in  Erris. 

There  was  a large  fishing  population  in  Erris,  pro- 
bably twice  the  number  of  persons  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Green’s  return ; about  300  currachs  were  not  re- 
turned at  all,  not  being  registered  with  the  Coast- 
guards ; there  were  about  100  yawls  in  Erris,  48210. — 
Their  tonnage  was  about  2 tons,  and  they  were  the 
largest  boats  used  in  Erris,  48212-3. — No  large  boats 
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of  the  Zulu  type  existed  in  Erri's,  and  it  -would  be  de- 
sirable to  have  some  larger  boats  in  which  the  fisher- 
men could  follow  the  fish  out  to  sea,  48210. — -And  get 
larger  hauls,  like  the  Scotch  boat,  which  in  these 
waters  had  made  a fortune  in  two  seasons,  48229. — The 
canvas  boats  could  be  run  up  on  the  strand  in  bad 
weather,  when  the  boats  could  not  land  at  piers, 
48227. — The  harbour  and  pier  accommodation  was 
poor;  in  the  rough  weather  there  was  no  shelter, 
48210. — And  the  piers  were  very  small ; the  piers  built 
by  the  Board  at  Porturlin,  Portacloy,  and  Inver  were 
too  small  for  even  yawls  to  approach  in  rough  wea- 
ther, 48217. — Some  more  piers  should  be  built,  48210. — 
The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  brought  the  fish- 
ing industry  in  Erris  to  its  present  relatively  de- 
veloped position.  Within  witness’s  memory  it  had 
been  only  one-third  as  important,  48214. — It  had  sup- 
plied loans  for  the  purchase  of  boats  and  gear,  and 
made  piers  and  slips  in  a few  cases,  48215. — There  were 
seven  or  eight  fishing  stations,  where  the  Board  used 
to  buy  and  cure  fish,  and  where  now  merchants  bought 
fish  in  good  seasons,  48210.— Witli  the  exception  of 
Broadhaven  the  harbours  were  exposed  to  northerly 
winds,  48218. — Broadhaven  was  near  enough  for  large 
boats,  both  from  witness’s  parish  and  Belmullet,  and, 
unlike  Porturlin  and  Portacloy,  would  not  need  a 
large  expenditure  to  fit  it  for  large  boats,  48219-20. 

There  was  as  good  fish  .at  Broadhaven  as  elsewhere, 

48228.— It  would  be  better  to  create  a fishing  industry 
in  Broadhaven  than  to  create  along  the  coast  a num- 
ber of  persons,  half  fishermen  and  half  farmers, 
48221.— The  industry  admitted  of  development ; all 
the  year  round  there  were  some  fish  to  be  had ; 
the  supply  of  mackerel  was  very  good ; there 
was  no  market  for  herrings,  48227. — The  lobster 
and  crab  industry  was  considerable,  and  was  not 
confined  to  Erris,  but  owing  to  want  of  transit,  the 
market  was  bad,  48232-4.— The  long  line  fishing  for 
cod  and  ling  had  been  practically  abandoned ; witness 
thought  the  fish  were  less  numerous  and  the  ap- 
pliances unsuitable,  48227,  48236. — But  the  cod  and 
ling  stations  were  still  in  workable  condition,  48235. 
— Witness  did  not  consider  that  mackerel  and  her- 
ring had  displaced  the  larger  fish,  48230-1. 

Fishing  Instructors. 

The  Congested  Disti-icts  Board  used  to  supply  ex- 
perienced fishermen  from  other  parts  of  Ireland  and 
from  Scotland,  to  teach  long  line  fishing,  who  resided 
in  the  district  during  the  fishing  year,  and  went  out 
with  the  crews;  at  one  time  there  were  six  of  these 
instructors,  48223-4. — They  were  withdrawn  when  the 
long  line  fishing  failed,  owing  to  temporary  disap- 
pearance of  the  fish,  48225. 

Railway  Facilities  and  Fisheries. 

Railway  accommodation  was  necessary  for  im- 
provement of  fisheries,  48210,  48222. — A coast  rail- 
way would  be  better  than  one  coming  from  Mulla- 
ranny  for  the  general  population,  and  the  only  con- 
venient route  for  the  fishing  population,  48237. — It 
would  be  advantageous  to  link  Erris  with  Sligo  and 
that  district,  48238. — And  if  the  All  Red  Route  came 
into  existence,  it  would  benefit  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation of  Erris  to  supply  the  large  boats  with  provi- 
sions. 48238. 

Industry. 

The  crochet  industry,  as  established  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  had  been  very  successful,  48240. 


Unsatisfactory  Action  of  the  County  Committi 
in  Erris. 

Erris  had  been  neglected  by  the  Department,  bot 
from  an  industrial  and  agricultural  point  of  vie\ 
48240,  48289.— It  was  practically  unrepresented  c 
the  County  Committee,  since  the  five  members  di 
not  attend  on  account  of  the  cost  of  travelling  ■ 
Castlebar  and  hotel  expenses  there,  which,  at  £2  10 
a head,  would  amount  to  £150  a year— an  unreasoi 
to  sPeIjf  “ obtaining  a possible  grant  , 
£100;  they  would  also  lose  three  days  each  eve: 
time  they  attended  a meeting,  of  which  there  we 
twelve  per  annum,  48240,  48282.— This  was  due  m 
alone  to  the  want  of  transit  facilities,  but  to  tl 
system  of  work  of  the  Department,  which  entaik 
too  many  meetmgs,  on  account  of  constant  referem 
■of  the  business  to  Dublin.  48241.— With  a eonscquei 
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waste  of  time  ancl  money,  .48241.— The  Sub-Committee 
wasted  its  time,  having  no  voice  in  the  framing  0f 
the  scheme,  or  the  distribution  of  money,  48242.— R 
was  unable  to  obtain  information,  and  had  passed 
frequent  resolutions  calling  upon  Mr.  Carolan  to  fur- 
nish witness  with  details  and  information  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Department  during  its  operations 
in  Erris,  48242,  48245. — This  Mr.  Carolan  refused 
point  blank,  giving  as  a reason  the  purpose  for  which 
witness  required  the  information,  (to  use  in  evidence 
before  this  Commission),  48243-4,  48247.— This  was 
a gross  dereliction  of  duty,  48245.— Witness  had  not 
with  him  a copy  of  Carolan’ s letter,  48246. — Witness 
had  attended  the  first  meeting  of  the  Sub -Committee 
hoping  to  prevent  its  establishment ; he  had-  heard  of 
no  result  of  any  subsequent  meetings  of  the  Sub- 
Committee,  nor  of  any  advice  taken  from  it,  48287.— 
It  had  no  income,  48288. — An  agricultural  scheme 
should  be  framed  by  persons  knowing  the  congested 
district,  48241. — The  scheme  of  the  Committee,  48240 
48248. — Was  unsuitable  for  Erris,  which  received  no 
share  of  the  £290  voted  for  shows,  nor  the  £205  for 
horticulture,  since  it  was  not  a district  for  fruit- 
growing ; it  had  some  help  from  the  £300  for  butter- 
making  and  £10  grant  for  planting  ten  shelter  belts  of 
trees ; witness  adduced  this  as  evidence  of  the  unsatis- 
factory working  of  the  County  Committee  in  Erris. 
48248. — The  district  did  better  under  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  48249. — One  Committee  for  the  whole 
county  was  unsatisfactory ; the  active  voting  members 
of  the  Committee  all  came  from  uncongested  districts 
ot  from  uncongested  portions  of  congested  districts, 
48280-4. — For  example,  Mr.  Corcoran,  of  Killala, 
48285. — There  was  only  one  scheduled  district  in  Kil- 
lala, though  there  might  be  as  much  congestion  in 
Killala  as  in  Claremorris  or  Swinford,  48206. 


Scheme  of-  Witness  for  Agricultural  - 
Instruction. 

Witness  proposed  that  the  improvement  of  agricul- 
ture in  Erris  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Parish 
Committees,  48249. — Erris  required  special  treatment, 
48265. — Witness’s  plan  was  the  formation  of  a cen- 
tral body,  consisting  of  two  members  from  each  Parish 
Committee,  48249,  48266. — With  the  addition  of  the 
County  Councillors  eligible  under  the  rules  of  the 
Parish  Committee;  the  County  Council  would  con- 
tinue to  levy  the  rates,  as  at  present,  and  would 
hand  over  the  rates  for  the  congested  districts  to 
this  Central  Body  to  administer,  48252-3. — Instead 
of  to  the  County  Committee  as  at  present,  48252. — 
The  income  of  the  Central  Body  would  consist  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  penny  rate  (£45  in  Erris),  48251, 
48254. — And  of  the  grant  for  the  special  fund  for 
congested  districts,  which  could  easily  be  adjusted, 
48250,  48252. — The  Parish  Committee  would  provide 
no  funds,  48268. — And  the  surplus  which  would  be 
needed  must  be  obtained  from  the  provision  for 
special  treatment  of  congested  districts,  48268.— The 
Central  Body  would  provide  each  Parish  Committee 
with  £100,  together  with  the  grant  from  the  Board 
for  agricultural  purposes,  48249,  48269-70. — There 
were  four  parishes  in  Erris  besides  Belmullet,  48275. 
— All  with  Parish  Committees,  Bangor  and  Kilmore 
having  two  each,  48276. — The  differences  in  extent 
and  population  could  be  adjusted  by  the  local  Com- 
mittee, 48271. — The  Parish  Committee  would  select 
twenty  farmers,  subject  to  the  report  of  the  local 
expert  as  to  their  capacity  and  industry,  48257.— 
Each  of  these  men  would  become  a kind  of  unpaid 
instructor  to  the  district,  48274. — The  same  men,  if 
suitable,  should  be  selected  for  five  consecutive  years, 
48249,  48272.— And  their  holdings  would,  under  the 
advice  of  the  instructor,  become  models  for  the  neigh- 
bourhood, 48248,  48272-3.— Each  of  the  twenty  men 
selected  would  be  expected  to  raise  crops,  and  con- 
tribute a certain  amount  of  money  to  the  working 
of  his  own  plot,  48255-6. — And  would  receive  as  a 
subsidy  £5  in  seed  and  manure,  etc.,  and  something 
on  the  advice  of  the  instructor  for  the  special  labour, 
48249. — This  would  be  a sufficient  inducement  to  fol- 
low the  instruction  of  the  Parish  Committee,  give" 
through  the  local  expert  instructor,  48249.— The  work 
of  the  present  agricultural  instructors  was  wasted. 
48262,  48278. — As  they  had  no  definite  work,  but 
only  gave  advice  when  asked ; under  the  new  system, 
each  would  report  on  the  twenty  holdings  in  his  dis- 
trict, stating  what  improvements  were  needed,  and 
what  they  would  cost,  48249. 
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Advantages  of  Scheme. 

Bv  this  plan,  the  scheme  for  Erris  would  be  framed 
in  ferris,  48249. — And  the  agricultural  instruction 
would  be  under  a body  that  knew  local  wants,  48263. 
— The  Committee  members  would  obtain  information 
as  to  the  best  methods,  when  they  met  on  the  Central 
Body  in  Erris,  and  would  report  this  in  their  own 
parishes,  and  get  the  new  plans  tried  by  the  agri- 
cultural expert,  on  the  land  of  the  most  intelligent 
men  of  the  parish,  48263,  48267. — Witness  would 
rely  rather  on  associated  local  effort  for  improvement 
of  the  neighbourhood  than  on  a system  maintained 
by  paid  officials,  48277-8. — He  would  have  one  paid 
official,  but  not,  as  at  present,  also  a paid  supervisor, 
and  a secretary  with  a nominal  salary,  48277. 

Relation  to  Existing  Authorities. 

The  schemes  could  be  worked  either  directly  by  the 
Department  or,  preferably,  through  the  County  Com- 
mittee, 48250. — The  Parish  Councils  would  remain 
under  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  but,  conjointly 
with  the  present  Committee  work,  wonld  carry 
on  this  agricultural  instruction,  48259-61. 


BINGHAM,  Mr.  DENIS  G.  B. 


Witness’s  Land;  Prices  offered  for  it,  etc. 

Witness  owned  13,606  acres  in  the  barony  of  Erris, 
48291.— The  greater  part  was  tenanted,  48291,  48374. 
— He  had  some  grass  land  in  his  own  hands,  which 
was  profitable,  48291. — And  was  willing  to  sell  his 
land,  tenanted  or  untenanted,  at  a price  which  would 
give  him  the  same  income  as  .at  present  (less  estate 
outgoings),  if  invested  in  reasonable  securities, 
48292,  48302. — He  had  been  in  negotiation  for  sell- 
ing his  land,  most  of  which  was  in  Judge  Ross’s 
Court,  and  had  been  offered  twelve  years’  purchase, 
48388,  48390. — By  an  agent  of  the  Court,  48388.— 
But  the  offer  being  insufficient,  the  matter  dropped, 
48387-8. — If  he  had  taken  twelve  years’  purchase, 
and  invested  the  purchase  money  at  3£  per  cent.,  he 
would  have  lost  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  at  least, 
48391. — Roughly,  a loss  of  25  per  cent.,  48398. — He 
could  not  toll  the  exact  loss,  but  it  would  be  much 
more  than  25  per  cent.,  48402.— The  offer  made  to 
witness  was  about  four  years  short  of  wliat  would 
return  his  net  income,  48399. — The  bonus  would  be 
three  years,  48397. — The  bonus  would  one  and  a half 
years,  48403. — The  bonus  would  much  of  it  disappear 
in  costs,  48401. — The  actual  offer  of  twelve  yeaTS, 
with  bonus,  came  to  fifteen  years,  48397. — Witness 
did  not  think  sixteen  year's  would  return  his  net 
income,  48400. — If  he  accepted  twelve  years,  he 
would  lose  50  per  cent.,  48405. — These  calculations 
allowed  10  per  cent,  for  outgoings,  48391,  48405. — 
He  would  prefer  to  sell  his  whole  estate  and  buy  back 
the  demesne,  48404. 

Distribution  of  Grazing  Lands  an  injury  to 
Small  Holders. 

The  division  of  grazing  lands  into  small  holdings 
would  probably  be  unwise ; grazing  was  the  chief 
industry  of  Erris ; even  the  small  tenants  found 
grazing  paid,  better  than  tillage ; great  numbers  of 
store  beasts  were  grown  on  the  mountain  and  moor 
land,  48292. — If  the  large  farms  were  sold  the  small 
tenant  would  suffer,  48303,  48308,  48347. 

Trade  in  Cattle. 

This  was  because  lie  depended  on  selling  his  cattle 
to  persons  with  larger  holdings,  48292,  48293,  48305, 
48307,  48332. — Witness  himself  bought  them  as  year- 
lings, 48293,  48295. — Many  farmers  sold  young 

calves,  48304,  48337.  48341,  48342.— The  'larger 
holders,  like  witness,  kept  them  till  they  were  three 
year  olds,  48292-3. — And  then  sold  them  to  farmers 
who  kept  them  till  they  were  ready  for  stall-feeding, 
when  they  were  again  'sold.  48292-3,  48309.— Some  of 
the  smallholders  had,  as  well  as  the  mountain  land, 
rfoo'P8  °*  pasture,  which  much  improved  cattle, 

48292. — And  could  keep  their  stock  till  two  years  old, 
ns  did  witness,  48297-8.— Cattle  did  .better  on  a large 


range  of  grass,  48299. — When  maturing  it  was  neces- 
sary to  them,  48360-3. — Small  holders  hired  grazing 
from  witness  and  others,  48297,  48299.— If  the  smalL 
owners  had  their  holdings  enlarged,  it  would  answer 
the  same  purpose,  if  they  treated  their  land  wisely, 
48300. — But  small  owners  would  tend  to  over-stock 
their  land,  48301,  48304,  48357-9.— If  they  had  more 
land  they  would  purchase  more  cattle,  48304-5,  48332, 
48341. — And  there  would  be  an  increased  number  of 
producers,  48345. — These  men  would  have  no  market 
for  their  cattle  if  all  the  grass  farms  were  cut  up, 
48305,  48332. — Even  if  some  of  them  were  distributed, 
there  would  be  less  competition  to  buy  the  small 
holder’s  cattle,  48293,  48355-6. — The  division  of  grass 
lands  would  increase  the  production  of  cattle,  and 
decrease  the  power  of  maturing  them,  48345.— There 
would  be  an  increase  in  supply  and  no  more  buyers  so 
that  the  stock  would  have  to  be  sold  as  young  as  before, 
48346. — The  buyers  from  Meath  and  Queen’s  County 
did  not  buy  very  young  cattle,  48334.— But  if  a tenant 
had  a 'farm  of  a reasonable  size  he  could  keep  his 
stock  till  two  years  old  and  sell  them  to  these  Meath 
dealers,  48339. — The  cattle  are  sold  in  September  or 
October,  for  winter  feeding,  as  was  now  the  custom. 
48334.— By  the  more  prosperous  farmers,  48335,  48337. 
—And  this  might  not  dislocate  the  trade,  48334. 

Transit  Facilities  affecting  Cattle  Trade. 

The  want  of  competition  depended  on  the  lack  of 
railway  facilities,  48357. — If  there  were  a railway  to 
take  fat  cattle  to  market  and  bring  in  feeding  stuffs. 
48309-10. — Stall-feeding  might  pay,  48316-7. — The 
cattle  might  be  fattened  earlier,  48324,  28326.— Under 
the  present  system  stall-feeding  would  not  pay  the 
witness,  48309. — Since  there  was  only  a small  market- 
in  Belmullet,  48310. — And  it  was  not  usual  to  ship 
fat  beasts  to  Sligo,  48311-2. — Though  store  cattle 
were  walked  to  Ballina,  sent  by  rail  to  Dublin,  and 
thence  slapped  to  Liverpool  to  the  sellers’  agents, 
48314.— It  would  entail  more  buildings,  48318.— And 
growing  more  grass  and  roots,  48319.— And  more 
labour,  48320. — Which  would  be  easily  -obtainable  and 
cheap,  48320-8. — The  present  system  of  cattle-farm-ing. 
which  was  peculiar  to  Ireland,  48324.— Was  a waste 
of  time,  and  might  be  simplified  by  better  transit 
facilities,  which  would  open  a better  market,  and 
raise  prices,  48324-6.— But  sending  cattle  to  distant 
markets  would  entail  greater  expense  in  carriage, 
and  introduce  competition  with  other  districts,  48327. 
—The  land  in  Erris  was  less  suitable  for  fattening 
than  lands  in  the  east  of  Ireland,  48322. — Eat  cattle 
were  injured  by  railways  journeys,  48328.— But  at 
present  they  had  also  a long  journey  by  road,  48328.— 
Witness  was  not  sure  that  under  an  artificial  system 
of  fattening,  he  would  keep  his  stock  a year  less, 
he  now  kept  them  about  fifteen  months,  48329.— He 
had  not  himself  tried  to  fatten  cattle,  48324.— Cat-tie 
might  be  killed  and  the  meat  sent  away  by  boat,  but 
witness  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  be  done,  meat 
that  he  had  sent  to  London  liad  gone  bad  in  transit. 
h8364.— -The  meat  could  be  insured,  hut  witness  did 
not  think  the  export  of  meat  would  pay  Erris  far- 
mers  under  present  conditions,  48365. 


Witness  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Doran  that  the 
land  now  in  the  hands  of  graziers  would  carry  more 
cattle  if  it  were  divided  among  small  farmers  48550 
--He  understood  that  Mr.  Doran  contemplated  some- 
thing like  tlie  Belgian  system,  48378.— There  would 
be  more  tillage  under  that  system,  and  less  -room 
for  beasts,  48361— And  there  would  be  no  competi- 
tion to  buy  cattle,  and  therefore  lower  prices  48356 
-AlsVtfemiJg  t0  Mr.  Doran’s  evidence,  witness 
believed  his  plan  of  fixing  the  price  of  land  was 
fare  and  Mr.  Finncane’s  method  of  making  the 
landlord  fix  the  price  was  unreasonable  and  unjust. 
48365.— Witness  based  this  statement  on  Mr.  Finu- 
cane  s evidence  'before  the  Commission,  48368. 

Two-fold  Interest  of  Owners. 

Witness  thought  it  advisable,  if  the  State  adopted 
the  policy  of  acquiring  grass  lands,  that  the  owner’s 
two-fold  interest  w the  land  should  .be  recognised 
and  compensation  given  accordingly;  tenant-rights 
m Erris  were  saleable  at  a high  price,  as  much  as 
twenty-two  years’  purchase,  48365. 

3 t 2 
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Ttjbbaby  and  Kelp  Industbies,  etc.,  and  Tbansit 
Facilities. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
all  classes  were  dependent  upon  the  land,  and  all 
ameliorative  efforts  were  concentrated  upon  the  land ; 
in  Erris  there  were  thousands  of  acres  of  turbary 
bog,  and  now  fuel  was  getting  scarce,  it  was  strange 
no  Government  had  taken  up  the  matter ; the  deep 
black  turf  of  tire  neighbourhood  was  only  second  to 
the  best  coal,  and  it  was  untouched  for  miles  around  ; 
roads  should  be  made  into  the  hogs,  good  drainage 
carried  out,  and  facilities  for  sale  of  turbary  intro- 
duced, 48370.— Germany  was  able  to  send  peat-moss 
litter  to  Dublin,  48371. — The  industry  of  kelp-raising 
had  declined  of  late  years ; it  was  said,  owing  to  a 
“ring”  of  buyers  which  had  reduced  prices  and 
been  disastrous  to  the  dwellers  on  the  coast,  48370, 
48382. — At  one  time,  300  or  400  tons  of  kelp  were 
made  on  the  coast  of  Erris  in  the  year,  48379. — And 
seven  years  previously  the  price  was  £6  a ton,  while 
now  it  was  £2  10s.  to  £3  a ton,  48381. — Kelp  was 
used  to  make  iodine,  which  could  now  be  more 
cheaply  obtained  from  saltpetre,  etc.,  48383. — If 
some  industries  suitable  to  the  district  were  financed 
the  people  would  be  -able  to  live  in  comfort ; work 
would  be  available  for  the  young  people,  and  agita- 
tion would  cease,  48370. — -Witness,  questioned  as  to 
whether  his  own  tenants  were  driven  to  agitation  by 
his  practice  of  changing  them  one-third  profit  on  the 
kelp  they  gathered,  replied  that  this  was  only  charged 
for  kelp  gathered  on  lands  in  his  own  hands,  and 
not  in  the  occupation  of  tenants,  48377. — He  meant 
to  allude  to  agrarian  agitation,  48373. — Which  he 
thought  would  cease  if  landlords  and  tenants  came 
to  terms  about  land  purchase,  48374. — There  were 
large  quantities  of  drift  weed  and  growing  sea-weed 
along  the  coast,  which  would  be  a valuable  manure 
for  inland  tillage  if  there  were  means  of  transit ; 
the  land  on  the  coast  was  surfeited  with  weed 
manure,  48385. 


Liming  and  Tbansit  Facilities. 

There  was  no  limestone  in  the  turbary,  and  bog 
was  with  difficulty  reclaimed  without  lime,  time  was 
abundant  in  Tyrawley,  -and  could  he  -imported  if 
there  were  a railway,  and  large  areas  of  cut-away 
bog  and  unproductive  land  made  profitable,  48385. 
—There  would  be  no  improvement  in  Erris  unless 
a railway  were  made  to  open  up  trade  between 
Erris  and  other  localities;  the  Government,  if  it 
financed  a railway,  would  do  more  to  assist  the 
peoplB  than  had  been  done  before  by  all  its  predeces- 
sors ; the  barony  was  forty-two  miles  from  the  nearest 
important  town  ; a railway  thither  would  increase 
tne  value  of  cattle  by  twenty  per  cent.,  48386. 


Sandhills. 

Witness  thought  it  undesirable  to  sell  land  in  th 
dT  , which  largely  consisted  of  sandhills,  4840E 
v -VT6  ^I!antrT,  who  would  not  preserve  the  gras 
winch  bad  . been  preserved  by  graziers,  to  keep  th 
aSiVrT  “d  the  land  from  deterioratior 

L710;— Fo,r  last  ten  years  this  had  been  negle< 

ted,  though  the  preservation  of  grass  was  to  the  ir 
terest  of  tenants,  and  some  means  should  be  foun 
of  preventing  it,  48411.— And  preserving  the  land  t 
the  men  who  had  improved  it,  48410. 


Laboub  Employed  by  Witness. 

i;igh4“n  ■»  Inborn 

48306,  48406.— And  if  he  were  deprived  of  his  lb 

T +i  W°uld  los1  - their  employment,  4539 
Some  of  thorn  were  his  own  tenants,  and  s 
tenants  of  adjoining  landlords,  48407,  48409. 


C“*  OF  NEGOTIATIONS  WITH  ESTATES  COAOnssiom; 

Witiaa  know  o£  case  in  whicli  an  ananoo™, 
yS  "It1"  the  landlord  of  an  aiSfm 

shn  E®?ates  'Commissioners,  that  the  tenia 

at  *-■’  VrSSJrT 

lordsILl  l .t“ls , was  inconvenient  to  the  lai 
lord,  s-nce  he  wished  • to  sell  the  whole  estate 


which  this  was  one  holding  out  of  forty ; he  agreed 
and  when  preliminary  arrangements  were  made  the 
Commissioners  brought  the  negotiations  to  an’  end 
on  the  plea  that  the  holding  was  uneconomic 
though  their  own  inspector  had  agreed  to  the  price’ 


GALLAGHER,  Mr.  JOHN. 


The  Congested  Distbicts  Boabd  and  its  Tenants. 

Witness  believed  that  improvements  were  better 
done  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  than  by  the 
tenant,  48413. — But  the  Board  should  hold  the  land 
for  a limited  term,  48416. — The  land  should  be  trans- 
ferred as  quickly  as  possible,  to  set  the  Board  free  for 
further  purchases  in  the  district,  48419. — It  was  exas- 
perating for  tenants  paying  full  rents  to  see  the 
tenants  of  the  Board  for  a number  of  years  practically 
paying  no  rents,  owing  to  the  reductions  made,  but 
deriving  an  income  from  game  and  fishing  rights, 
48416. — Which  was  bought  from  them  by  Mr.  O’Brien 
for  a lump  sum,  paid  to  each  tenant  yearly,  48417-8. 
— This  occurred  in  a townland  called  the  O'Hara 
Dease  Estate,  once  worthless,  and  transformed  by 
the  Board  into  the  most  comfortable  townland  in  the 
whole  district,  48413. — Witness  believed,  but  did  not 
know  absolutely  that  this  was  bought  at  10i  years’ 
purchase,  48414. — The  rents  had  never  been  regularly 
paid,  which  might  account  for  the  small  price, 
48414-5. 


Game  Rights. 

Witness  considered,  in  the  event  of  a transfer  of 
property,  that  the  game  rights  should  be  vested  in 
the  tenant,  48428. — It  was  now  jointly  preserved  by 
the  landlord  and  tenant,  48428. — The  landlord  never 
had  full  game  rights,  48431. — Witness  was  aware  that 
if  the  tenant,  exercised  game  rights,  it  would,  by  the 
Land  Act  of  1881,  enable  the  landlord  to  take  the 
tenant-right  of  his  holding ; but  in  another  section 
the  tenant  was  protected  against  trespass,  48432,— 
By  the  law  of  the  land,  the  game  might  belong 
to  the  landlord,  but  by  the  law  of  nature,  it  was  the 
tenants,  48431. — In  the  event  of  a sale,  the  landlords' 
right  might  be  held,  48428. — Disputes  about  game 
caused  endless  troubles,  48428. — Much  damage  was 
done  by  persons  in  search  of  game  and  fishing,  throw- 
ing down  fences,  48428,  48433.— And  if  the  tenants 
were  peasant  proprietors  the  land  would  be  more 
valuable  to  them  if  no  one  else  had  rights  over  it, 
48428,  48433. — The  question  of  game  entered  into 
bargains  between  landlord  and  tenants,  48435. — And 
if  the  game  passed  to  the  tenant,  he  paid  for  it,  48436. 

The  terms  varied,  48437. — Witness  thought  that  if 
the  landlord  were  deprived  of  game  rights,  the  State 
should  pay  him,  48434.— Not  the  tenant,  48430.— The 
law  should  be  so  amended  that  the  tenant  could  not 
be  left  without  game  rights,  48438-9. — Commissioner 
O’Brien  had  refused  to  sanction  the  sale  of  the  Dillon 
Estate,  because  the  tenant  was  not  to  have  the  rights, 
and  had  said  that  when  a man  became  a tenant  pur- 
chaser, no  one  should  be  allowed  to  come  on  to  his 
land,  48438. — The  matter  could  be  arranged,  by  vest- 
ing the  game  rights  in  a pubHc  authority,  48840.— Or 
a committee  of  the  tenants,  48841. — It  was  not  so  im- 
portant to  make  a profit  to  the  tenants  as  to  prevent 
people  coming  over  their  land,  which  would  be  a 
matter  of  agreement,  48442-3. 


Lime. 

Witness  was  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Scanlan  that 
there  was  lime. in  the  district;  there  was  also  excel- 
lent limestone  in  the  eastern  part  of  Erris,  along  the 
Owenmore  river,  three  miles  east  of  Bangor ; witness 
had  recommended  that  funds  to  the  credit  of  conges- 
ted districts  should  be  spent  in  testing  these  quarries ; 
this  had  been  adopted  by  the  County  Committee,  but 
ky  Department  of  Agriculture, 
‘*o419.— vv  ltness  thought  it  strange  that  a unanimous 
suggestion  of  the  County  Committee  should  he  dis- 
regarded, and  hoped  that  the  Commissioners  would 
make  it  incumbent . on  any  authority  remodelling 
estates,  and  re-distributing  holdings,  to  make  pro- 
vision for  obtaining  lime, ' 48419-20,  48422.— Witness 
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had  approached  the  Congested  Districts  Board  on 
tiie  matter,  but  believed  that  they  had  replied  that 
the  matter  was  transferred  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture ; in  every  case,  the  reports  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Instruction  in  Ireland  had  dwelt  on  the 
necessity  for  lime,  48422. 


M'HALE,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

the  Killeries,  was  partly  arable,  and  a great  deal  was 
mountain  and  bog ; Mr.  Boswell  bought  bullocks  and 
grazed  them  here ; he  lived  in  London,  and  only  came 
to  Ireland  occasionally  to  visit  his  stock  ; he  had  held 
most  of  the  land  about  thirty  years  as  tenant  of  Lord 
feligo,  probably  under  lease,  48444-55. 


Mr.  Bingham’s  Evidence  on  Distribution  op 
Grass  Lands  and  Cattle  Prices. 

Witness  disagreed  with  Mr.  Bingham’s  statement, 
that  multiplication  of  the  number  of  tenants  would 
lower  the  price  of  store-cattle  ; if  every  acre  of  Erris 
were  occupied  (as  it  ought  to  be)  by  tenants  on  econo- 
mic holdings,  the  price  of  cattle  would  be  unaffected, 
for  the  cattle  reared  in  Erris  was  a negligible  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  supply,  48423. — The  same  process 
would,  no  doubt,  go  on  all  over  Ireland,  but  if  it  had 
tended  to  affect  the  price  of  cattle,  that  effect  would 
be  already  observable,  48423.-— The  same  thing  would 
not  be  likely  to  happen  throughout  Ireland,  but  even 
so,  every  grass  holding  sub-divided  and  sub-let  would 
carry  not  only  more  cattle,  but  more  inhabitants ; 
this  was  supported  by  figures  collected  by  witness,  as 
to  the  population,  and  number  of  cattle  on  his  own 
townland,  compared  to  townlands  under  grazing, 
48424. 


Division  of  Grass  Lands  and  Migration. 

If  the  grass  lands  were  distributed,  the  thing  should 
be  put  on  a broad  basis,  and  people  should  be  re- 
stored to  the  lands  from  which  they  had  been  driven 
to  wet  and  barren  districts;  witness  had  heard  that 
people  from  Erris  would  be  unwilling  to  migrate  to 
Roscommon  ; this  was  untrue  ; he  himself  was  willing 
to  go  ; people  from  Erris  went  much  further  afield ; 
those  who  were  not  too  old,  or  specially  incapable, 
would  go,  if  there  were  a definite  migration  scheme 
to  put  before  them,  48425. 

Agricultural  Banks. 

Witness,  in  his  own  experience,  as  Secretary  of  an 
Agricultural  Bank,  knew  them  to  be  a great  benefit, 
but  he  thought  they  should  be  put  on  a sounder  basis, 
by  being  attached  to  a system  of  land  purchase,  48425. 
— They  were  now  really  governed  by  the  Irish  Organi- 
sation Society,  which  was  subsidised  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  48425. — The  business  was  now 
carried  on  in  a school-house,  by  a Secretary  with  a 
nominal  salary  (witness  himself  did  not  draw  his 
salary)  ; if  the  Bank  were  directly  subsidised  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  a'  house  hired,  and 
Secretary  paid  by  that  body,  depositors  would  have 
more  confidence,  48427. — The  Board  might  advance 
money  for  people  to  repay  their  annuities,  48427-8. 


M'HALE,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Acreage,  Population,  Valuation  of  Westport 
Union. 

Westport  Union  contained  347,819  acres ; the  popu- 
lation was  34,672;  poor  law  valuation,  £45,069;  in 
twenty  years  the  population  decreased  by  3,593  ; in 
fifty  years  the  number  of  houses  by  8,012  ; this  was 
chiefly  due  to  the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  Sir  Richard  An- 
nesley  O’Donel,  and  the  Earl  of  Lucan ; their  ten- 
ants, though  the  majority  owed  nothing,  were  re- 
placed by  English  and  Sco.tch  settlers ; great  distress 
prevailed  amongst  the  evicted  tenants  during  Famine 
and  niter,  48444. 


Land  held  by  a few  Graziers. 

oo^nJ?ce  arose  lanc!  monopoly  ; sixty-six  graziers  he 
ao,/90  acres,  and  thirteen  landlords  held  in  fee  52,1' 
acres  for  grazing  alone  ; all  these  graziers  were  no 
residential ; there  were  4,089  occupiers,  whose  valu 
tion  ranged  from  £l  5s.  to  £8;  about  52,000  acr 
were  held  by  graziers  on  the  eleven  months  system 
according  to  statement  made  by  Assistant  Clerk 
e Union  in  1902,  the  valuation  within  its  area  w. 
about  £1  per  head  ; were  the  land  rightly  distribute 
each  person  would  receive  ten  acres;  one  grazi 
.or!e-  Mr-  Houston  Boswell,  an  Englishman,6  occ 
Pied  24,763  acres  within  the  Union;  this  land.  : 


General  Poverty. 

The  average  at  Carrowbawn  was  ten  and  a half 
acres  amongst  twenty-three  tenants,  and  the  average 
valuation  was  £2  12s.  ; at  Carnalurgan  the  average 
was  nine  acres  amongst  eight  tenants,  and  the  average 
valuation  was  £1  6s.  ; the  same  system  prevailed  on 
the  Sligo  Estate,  e.g.,  at  Lettermaghera,  Shramore 
electoral  division  (Westport  Union),  where  forty 
families  existed  on  a valuation  of  £60— an  average  of 
£1  10s.  per  family — the  system  was  rundale : one  man 
valued  at  14s.,  had  patches  of  land  in  sixteen  places; 
Lord  Sligo  held  most  of  the  cattle-ranch  of  nearly 
12,000  acres,  48455-60. 

Migratory  Labour. 

There  were,  in  all,  in  Westport  Union,  4,089  occu- 
piers rated  at  or  under  £8  ; these,  out  of  5,322  fami- 
lies, _ i.e.,  about  20,000  persons,  had  holdings  below 
subsistence  point ; they  were  consequently  dependent 
on  relatives  in  America,  or  on  annual  migrations  to 
England  and  Scotland,  where  they  worked  as 
labourers  ; cheap  trains  and  boats  were  run  for  this 
purpose,  48448. 


Emigration. 

The  flower  of  the  population  emigrated  to  America ; 
since  1851  probably  over  30,000  families  had  left  the 
union,  48448. 


OIONEY  Ji state. 


About  seven  years  ago  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  bought  the  Stoney  Estate  at  a reasonable 
price,  I62  years’  purchase;  six  or  seven  years  later 
this,  including  2,000  acres  of  mountain  land,  had 
been  re-sold  to  Mr.  Stoney  at  a nominal  price ; this 
caused  distress  to  tenants,  as  the  Board  had  allowed 
them  to  graze  their  cattle  there  at  a nominal  price; 
the  tenants  were  very  poor,  and  had  fully  availed 
tiiemselves  of  this  privilege,  48461.— The  quality  of 
the  mountain  was  bad,  but  sometimes,  for  months, 
mountain  grazing  was  as  good  as  arable  for  fattening 
purposes,  and  it  seemed  as  though  the  position  of 
tins  iand,  running  parallel  to  the  tenants’  holdings 
all  the  way,  might  have  permanently  accommodated 
the  people  if  allowed  for  three  months  of  the  year; 
5“e  mountain  was  now  used  as  a game  preserve,  but 
bt°ney  let  some  of  the  tenants  graze  cattle  there 
48461-77,  48496-7,  48536-9. 


SALE  OF  iiOSSYVERA  ARABLE 


When  the  Board  sold  the  2,000  acres  of  mountain, 
it  bought  from  Mr.  Stoney  an  arable  farm  of  200 
acres,  called  Rossyvera ; the  Board  agreed  to  pay  an 
enormous  price;  witness  admitted  it  was  usual  for 
the  Board  to  sell  a mountain  for  £600,  in  order  to 
get  arable  land  for  about  £7,300;  Rossyvera  might 
not  have  been  paid  for  at  once,  but  if  not,  was  now 
in  course  of  being  paid  for;  the  Board  might  or  might 
not  have  it  on  their  hands  now ; operations  had  been 
begun  on  it  immediately;  but  these  had  been  sus- 
pended after  twelve  months,  as  the  title  to  the  farm 
had  been  disputed  by  Mr.  Stoney,  in  the  interests  of 
ms  brother.  Colonel  Stoney;  the  farm  was  now  being 
used  for  grazing  by  the  people  of  the  district  ; thi 
land  was  good  and  would  greatly  benefit  the  people 
if  secured  to  them,  but  it  need  not  have  been  bought 
so  high;  opinions  differed  as  to  whether  the  Board 
48479-93, C SaV"  ^ transaction  with  Mr.  Stoney, 

Susprcious  Circumstances  in  Connection  with 
Sale. 

The  transaction  appeared  to  have  been  made  in 
rto  ™t0nvr  * lnf''r*'st » Mr-  Stoney  might  have  made 
of  the  mountain  a condition  of  the 
Board  s getting  Rossyvera,  but  witness  thought  this 
could  not  have  been  enforced;  Mr.  Jones,  the  head 
landlord,  had  said  he  would  be  glad  to  sell  the  farm 
and  he  regarded  Mr.  Stoney  simply  as  a middleman ;’ 
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M'HALE,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


it  was  a suspicious  circumstance  that  a former 
steward  of  Mr.  Stoney’s  should  have  been  appointed 
Assistant  Land  Commissioner  for  the  Board;  wit- 
ness believed  he  made  a report  and  measured  the 
place,  and  though  this  had  been  done  with  his  chief’s 
(Mr.  Doran’s)  consent,  that  he  had  greatly  favoured 
Mr.  Stoney;  witness  admitted  that  this  was  only  an 
impression,  48488,  48501-14,  48526. 

Enlargement  of  Holdings  Needed. 

Small  owners  would  be  chiefly  benefited  by  adding 
good  land  to  their  holdings;  a number  should  be 
migrated  to  better  lands  within  the  Union.  There 
was  enough  grass  land  to  supply  both  local  needs  and 
the  wants  of  many  outside  the  Union,  48527-32. — 
Part  of  the  land  was  good,  part  intersected  with 
rivers;  much  was  rough  mountain  land,  only  needing 
a little  reclamation,  48533-4. 

Newport  Workhouse. 

Newport  Workhouse,  a modern  building,  erected  at 
cost  of  £13,000,  was  bought  at  public  auction  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  about  £600 ; Newport 
and  Wesport  Unions  had  been  amalgamated,  owing  to 
the  high  rates  prevailing,  and  the  building  had  conse- 
quently become  useless,  48539. — The  people  thought  it 
might  now  be  used  for  some  reproductive  purpose,  e.g., 
a bacon  or  woollen  factory,  48554. — It  was  near  a quay, 
a railway,  and  a powerful  waterfall;  there  was  a 
large  enough  population  for  mill  purposes,  although 
the  fever  hospital  and  such  like  buildings  were  being 
pulled  down  to  improve  farms  and  utilise  the  stone. 
It  was  a matter  of  opinion  whether  this  factory 
scheme  would  pay,  48558. — There  was  little  or  no 
private  enterprise  in  Ireland,  but  the  Board  had  the 
plan  under  consideration,  48559-73. 

Work  of  Congested  Districts  Board. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  little  for 
Westport  Union  beyond  purchasing  a few  hundred 
acres ; these  were  bought  too  high,  and  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  tenants  would  ever  be  able  to  meet  the 
instalments,  48461. 

Suggestions  for  Re-constituting  Board. 

The  Board  should  be  made  more  representative, 
and  some  of  its  members  should  be  elected  from  public 
bodies,  e.g.,  County,  District,  or  Urban  Councils, 
with  compulsory  powers  for  acquiring  land  for  the 
relief  of  congestion.  The  members  lived  chiefly  in 
Dublin,  and  did  not  sufficiently  know  the  country’s 
needs;  the  County  Council  would  know  them;  each 
County  should  have  at  least  three  or  four  members  to 
represent  the  people  accurately ; there  were  three 
electoral  divisions  in  Achill  Island,  Achill,  Duagh 
and  Slievemore;  of  these  Mr.  Lavelle,  now ’in  Dun- 
drum  Asylum,  was  the  principal  representative  on 
the  Rural  District  Council;  even  two  representatives 
on  the  Congested  Districts  Board  would  be  an  im- 
provement, admitting  that  more  might  hinder  con- 
secutive knowledge  and  discussion;  the  Chairman  of 
each  County  Council  should  nominate  the  members, 
with  power  to  replace  them  should  they  fail  to  secure 
advantages  for  their  own  localities;  counties  like 
Donegal  and  Mayo,  which  were  represented  on  the 

48°617  37Were  betteI  l0°ked  afte1'  than  °ther  counties> 


FrsHiNG  Industry. 

The  fishing  industry  along  the  western  coast  w. 
neglected  for  want  of  proper  pier  and  harbour  a 
commodation;  the  piers  at  Lecanavey,  Mulraim 
etc.,  were  useless,  because  not  built  far  enough  oi 
to  sea ; extra  piers  at  Achill,  Dooega,  Rossnewrevat 
and  other  places,  and  the  utilisation  of  Mulroy  as 
harbour  for  fishing  boats,  would  probably  encourai 
and  improve  the  industry;  witness  did  not  think  tl 
Government  had  taken  any  action  in  regard  to  Mu 
roy  Harbour,  48580,  48582-4.— A siding  might,  be  mat 
near  Mulroy  Pier  by  the  Midland  Great  Westei 
Company;  at  present  fish  had  to  be  carted  as  mar 
as  four  or  six  miles  to  Achill  Sound  Station;  j 
order  to  develop  the  industry  round  Achill,  boats  we- 
needed  for  deep-sea  fishing;  a loan  might  be  a. 
vanced  at  a limited  rate  of  interest  and  repaymei 
to  buy  these,  also  gear  and  carts ; the  people  were 


fine,  hardy  race,  and,  granted  facilities,  would  make 
a good  fishery;  the  safest  place  of  anchorage  Wm.M 
be  Roigh  Harbour,  48581,  48585-9.  b ul(1 


Railway  and  the  Fishery. 

A railway  was  necessary  for  the.  development  of  a 
fishery,  but  that  to  Achill  Sound  had  not  succeeded 
well  in  this  respect,  owing  to  the  people  migrating 
when  the  mackerel  fishing  ceased.  The  people  were 
poor,  and  the  coast  fishing  was  not  good,  48592-7. 

Lobster  Fishing  Industry. 

There  was  a plentiful  supply  of  lobsters,  but  it 
was  not  thoroughly  fished ; it  was  a “ small  boat  ” 
business,  requiring  no  capital,  and  witness  thought 
the  railway  had  increased  the  industry;  the  lobster 
fishing  was  not  as  good  at  Achill  as  at  the  Island  of 
Inniskea,  and  the  Achill  people  were  not  so  well 
trained;  if  they  had  instruction  they  would  be  more 
energetic,  48603-16. 


Act  of  1903  compared  with  Ashbourne  Act. 


The  Act  of  1903  had  done  no  good  to  tenants  in 
the  Union,  owing  to  the  exorbitant  prices  de- 
manded by  landlords,  whereas  before,  when  the  Ash- 
bourne Act  was  in  force,  prices  had  been  compara- 
tively reasonable ; Colonel  C.  H.  Knox,  Creagh,  Bal- 
linrobe,  had  then  offered  to  sell  a part  of  his  estate 
to  his  tenants  at  eighteen  years’  purchase;  Mrs.  M. 
A.  T.  O’Donel  had  offered  to  sell  at  sixteen,  and  the 
late  Victor  C.  Kennedy  at  thirteen  years’  purchase; 
Mr.  M'Donald,  of  Dublin,  had  bought  the  Symes 
Estate  at  twelve  years’  purchase,  but  none  of  these 
offers  had  been  accepted  by  tenants;  Lord  Sligo  had 
offered  to  sell  at  eighteen  years’  purchase;  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  after  selling  the  estate,  had 
offered  to  buy  at  sixteen  years’  purchase,  and  the 
sale  had  fallen  through;  it  was  unlikely  that  Lord 
Sligo,  under  the  new  Act,  would  now  sell  at  less 
than  24-2  years’  purchase,  48637-45. 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

The  only  method  of  settling  the  Land  Question  in 
the  West  of  Ireland  was  by  compulsory  purchase,  and 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament  forcing  a landlord  to  sell  at 
a reasonable  price ; his  net  income,  after  deducting 
the  usual  outgoings,  might  be  taken  as  regulating 
the  price  he  should  receive,  48645-7. 

Prices  of  Agricultural  Produce. 

Agricultural  produce  had  greatly  fallen  in  price 
within  the  last  few  years;  the  potato  crop  had  lately 
been  entirely  lost;  cattle  rearing  might  pay  the  ten- 
ant farmer ; but  the  average  holding  in  the  Union 
was  worth  so  little,  because  of  its  smallness,  that  a 
man  could  not  live  on  it  even  rent  free;  the  average 
valuation  was  about  £2  or  £2  10s.  a holding,  and 
there  were  holdings  on  the  Stoney  property  rated  as 
low  as  14s.  6 d.,  48639,  48648-52. 


WALSH,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Westport  Union — Population,  Valuation,  and 
Acreage  ; General  Poverty. 

Westport  Union,  although  called  congested,  was 
really  very  sparsely  populated ; the  Land  Acts  had 
produced  no  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  agricultural  population,  as  the  landlords  had 
already  cleared  the  tillers  of  the  soil  off  -all  the  good 
land ; the  Union  had  .a  population  of  37,381,  and 
a valuation  of  £43,961,  being  at  the  rate  of  a little 
over  £1  per  head ; its  superficial  area  equal  347,819 
acres,  making  nearly  ten  acres  per  head  ; of  a total 
of  5,322  rated  occupiers,  3,041  were  under  £4  valua- 
tion, and  1,048  more  were  rated  from  £4  to  £8  ; of  the 
remaining  1,233  occupiers,  500  were  barely  removed 
by  one  degree  of  poverty  .above  tlje  others ; out  of 
5,322  families  there  were  4,089,  i.e.,  about  20,000 
persons,  who  were  only  kept  from,  starvation  by  .the 
earnings  of  relatives  in  America,  or  by  annual  mi- 
grations to  England  and  Scotland,  48656,  48677, 
48682. 
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WALSH,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


WALSH,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


Migration*  and  Emigration. 

Special  clieap  trains  and  boats  were  run  to  assist 
the  annual  migration  of  men  to  work  on  farms  and 
in  mines  and  iron-works,  48682. — The  total  emi- 
gration from  this  county  since  1851 — the  emigrants 
being  almost  exclusively  young  people  from  fifteen  to 
thirty-five — had  been  164,589  ; and  from  this  Union 
alone  the  emigration  had  exceeded  30,000  in  fifty-six 
years,  48682. 

Deterioration  of  Land  owing  to  Depopulation. 

The  result  of  this  depopulation  was  to  deprive 
tillage-plots  of  the  care  of  almost  all  the  male  agri- 
culturists ; rotation  of  crops  was  neglected  and  land 
becoming  more  and  more  incapable  of  proper  culti- 
vation ; potatoes,  their  staple  crop,  only  yielded  an 
average  of  2'83  ton  per  acre  in  1900,  as  against  6'05 
tons  in  England ; potato  famines  had  only  been 
averted  the  last  few  years  by  the  invention  of  the 
Bordelaise  spraying-mixture,  which  involved  an 
addition  to  the  cost  of  cultivation  that  in  many 
cases  absorbed  the  reductions  of  rent  obtained  by 
small  holders  in  the  Land  Courts,  48684. 


Land  held  by  Graziers. 

In  1901,  cereals  and  green  crops  were  only  culti- 
vated on  93,681  acres  in  a county  of  1,327,000  acres, 
while  644,463  acres  were  devoted  to  cattle ; only 
15,000  of  the  347,000  acres  in  Westport  Union  were 
used  to  raise  food  for  the  people ; 150,935  acres, 
chiefly  evicted  land,  were  monopolised  by  graziers, 

Land  held  by  Landlords. 

It  wa?  important  to  note  the  amount  of  land  held 
by  landlords  in  the  district — Marquis  of  Sligo, 
27,402  acres  ; Earl  of  Lucan,  382  ; Sir  Roger  Palmer, 
218;  W.  C.  Kennedy  (London),  3,439;  R.  V. 
Stoney,  4,223;  Thomas  O’Donel,  2,495;  Mrs.  Cline, 
288;  Bellingham,  8,955;  Pat  O'Dowd,  305;  Mary 
Bike,  1,533;  Agnes  M’Donnell,  1,530;  F.  C.  Garvey, 
284  ; Gibbings,  1,091,  48685. — Witness  admitted  that 
these  Lands  were  partly  untenanted,  containing 
rough  mountain  and  bog ; there  was  not  much  bog 
in  Union  as  a whole ; there  was  more  rough  than 
arable  land;  but  'there  was  much  good  land  about 
Newport  to  Westport,  48686-90. 


Scheduled  areas  of  good  Land 
The  following  good  land  was  scheduled Robert 
Gibbons,  Westport,  221  acres ; W.  Hobson,  Westport, 
374 ; Exham  Morony,  Belcarra,  734 ; Hawkshaw, 
Ayle,  315;  W.  P.  O’Malley,  Louisbuygh,  353;  A. 

H.  Boswell,  London,  24,763  acres  of  land ; this  last 
was  a mountain,  principally  grass,  but  there  was 
good  arable  land  here  and  there ; also  in  Durma 
district  .about  Loui^burgh ; Lady  Wilbraham,  572 
acres;  Patrick  Joyce,  262;  A.  M.  O’Malley,  286; 
Robert  Powell,  106;  T.  F.  Joyce,  2,573;  Pat  Fahey, 

I, 194;  James  Hawkshaw,  81;  E.  King,  134;  Thomas 
Bourke,  306 ; James  Action,  65  ; F.  Mulholland,  429  ; 
Captain  Laprimandaye,  London,  10,064;  most  of 
this  last  might  not  be  arable,  but  the  graziers  had 
always  had  the  pick  of  the  land ; in  the  list  given 
there  was  some  coarse,  but  most  was  arable ; witness 
had  only  the  valuation  of  the  whole  in  globo,  48690-4. 


Enlargement  of  Holdings  and  provision  of  Land 
for  Sons  of  Farmers  needed. 

The  operations  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
were  beneficial,  but  too  slow;  they  seemed  unable  to 
provide  holdings  for  young  people,  sons  of  tenant- 
farmers  who  were  forced  to  go  to  other  countries, 
although  there  was  sufficient  land  for  at  least  most 
ol  them  within  the  Union,  48656-61,  48687.— It  was 
more  'important  to  fust  enlarge  uneconomic  holdings  ; 
even  in  fairly  good  years  the  normal  condition  of 
farmers  was  one  of  poverty;  they  should  be  made 
ow”«rs  of  the  good  lands,  and  then  their  sheep, 
cattle,  and  pigs  would  consume  their  crops,  and  thus 
fed  would  fetch  prices  in  the  open  markets  which 
eouid  not  be  beaten  by  the  grass-fed  importations  of 
other  countries,  48662-3. 


'Compulsory  Acquisition  of  Waste  Lands 

ADVOCATED. 

The  enormous  tracts  of  waste  lands  consisting  of 
bog  and  sometimes  grass  in  the  Union  should  be 
compulsorily  acquired  (through  companies  or  other- 
wise) and  turned  into  arable  land  for  the  benefit  of 
farmers ; this  had  been  recommended  by  the  Devon 
Commission  in  1845,  and  'by  Select  Committees  of 
the  House  of  Commons  from  1810  down  to  time  of 
Devon  Commission ; the  work  of  reclamation  would 
profitably  employ  the  labourers  ,and  small  farmers 
of  Ireland  for  the  next  twenty-five  years,  while  pro- 
viding a permanent  means  of  existence  for  at  least 
three  times  the  present  agricultJural  population ; 
agriculturists  should  have  the  right  to  serve  notice 
claiming  land  used  for  pasture  for  the  more  im- 
portant industry  of  agriculture,  while  the  Land  Com- 
mission should  have  the  power  to  stake  out  from 

Sazing-ranches  so  much  land  as  the  claimants  could 
rm  as  agricultural  holdings,  for  landlords  would 
not  sell  unless  compelled,  48663-5,  48696. 

Fishing  Industry — Lack  of  Piers  and  Harbours. 

Westport  Union  lay  along  almost  forty  miles  of 
seaboard,  but  the  fishing  industry  was  not  worked 
to  advantage  for  want  of  proper  piers  and  harbours  ; 
there  was  not  even  sufficient  fish  brought  in  for  the 
people  of  tile  coast ; these  in  winter  relied  chiefly 
on  inferior  'Scotch  herrings;  in  certain  seasons  fish- 
ing was  impossible,  48665. 

Inadequate  Pier  Accommodation  at  Clare  Island. 

Three  years  ago  seed  potatoes  had  been  sent  to 
Clare  Island ; the  boat  had  gone  within  a hundred 
yards  of  the  pier,  but  had  been  forced  by  a rough 
sea  to  come  back  eighteen  miles  to  anchor ; when  she 
had  returned  later,  the  people  had  been  obliged  to 
wade  thirty  or  forty  yawls  .into  the  water  to  fetch 
the  potatoes ; witness  had  not  much  personal  know- 
ledge of  Clare  Island ; the  situation  there  seemed  to 
have  greatly  improved  since  its  acquisition  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board ; the  people  sent  their 
stock  to  the  mainland  an  one  of  the  Board’s  steamers  ; 
they  could  not  get  stores  on  or  oS  the  steamers  by 
going  alongside  the  pier,  except  at  high  water, 
48665-76. 


GREALEY,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 


Land  held  by  Graziers  in  Newport  West;  Newport 
East,  and  Shramore  Electoral  Division. 

The  grass  ranches  in  Newport  West,  held  by  a few 
graziers,  exceeded  in  value  by  £165  12s.  all  the  land 
and  other  hereditaments  held  by  260  tenants,  48701. 
— In  Newport  East,  valued  at  £786  15s,  the  grass 
ranches  held  by  a few  exceeded  in  value  by  £313  14s. 
all  the  land,  etc.,  owned  by  195  tenants,  48703. — In 
Shramore  Electoral  Division  (where  no  agricultural 
tenant  _was  valued  as  high  as  £10),  the  ranches  ex- 
ceeded in  value  all  lands,  etc.,  of  agricultural  tenants 
by  £315  6s.,  48705. 

Land  of  Congested  Districts  Board  in  Chancery. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  about  1,200 
acres  of  untenanted  land,  but  600  acres  had  been  in 
Chancery  for  twenty  years  past,  48883. 

Former  Times  Contrasted. 

The  grass  lands  of  these  districts  were  fast  deterio- 
rating from  lack  of  cultivation ; in  Newport  East, 
for  want  of  drainage,  etc.,  agricultural  holdings  were 
flooded,  and  so  unfit  for  crops;  in  most  large  tracts 
of  the  best  land  not  even  a vegetable  garden  was 
under  cultivation;  large  landholders  should  be  com- 
pelled to  keep  a proportion  of  land  in  tillage,  and 
all  from  deterioration,  48701-5.— There  was  as  good 
land  for  corn,  wheat,  and  oats  in  Ireland  as  any- 
where ; once  hardly  any  bread-stuff  had  been  im- 
ported in  Mayo ; every  householder  had  had  his  own 
meal,  linen,  wool,  and  plot  of  flax,  and  the  people 
bad  manufactured  their  own  clothes — friezes,  flan- 
nels, tweeds,  towels,  sheeting,  and  shirts,  48735-6. 
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GREALEY,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued.  GREALEY,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 


Evictions — Shramore,  Newport,  and  Islands  of 
Clew  Bay. 


No  Reduction  in  Rents  of  Certain  Tenants  of  th 
Board. 


The  tenants  of  Lettermoghera  (Sliramore),  though 
not  owing  a shilling’s  rent,  had  been  evicted  by  Lord 
Sligo,  who  wanted  their  fine  pasture  and  arable 
lands  for  game ; in  Newport  parish  the  natives  had 
been  cruelly  and  systematically  evicted  from  the 
good  land;  they  had  been  deprived  of  from  ten  to 
twelve  miles  of  mountain,  mostly  fine  pasture,  and 
had  been  driven  from  the  Islands  of  Clew  Bay  into 
marsh,  bog,  and  mountain;  the  islands  produced  a 
rich  crop  of  sea-weed  (a  fertilising  manure),  and 
were  also  good  for  grazing,  while  parts  had  once  been 
cultivated  by  the  people ; they  would  be  excellent  for 
the  enlargement  of  holdings  on  the  mainland,  48705, 
48720,  48723-31. 


General  Poverty — Neglect  by  Public  Boards. 

There  was  great  poverty  in  all  three  divisions ; in 
one  district  Lord  Sligo  had  eighty  tenants  with  an 
average  valuation  of  £2  5s. ; in  Lettermoghera  he  had 
forty  tenants  whose  valuation,  everything  included, 
was  £60— taking  land  alone,  probably  about  £1  per 
head;  a man  from  there  had  stated  his  as  10s.,  and 
his  one  acre  was  in  fourteen  places;  in  another  vil- 
lage of  Lord  Sligo’s  each  holding  was  valued  at  £2; 
Sliramore  was  congested,  neglected,  and  inaccessible ; 
roads,  bridges,  ana  drainage  were  needed,  but  public 
boards  did  nothing  for  its  relief,  48701-7,  48720, 
48722. — The  natives  of  Newport  parish  generally 
lived  miserably  by  hard  toil,  or  died  of  disease  and 
hunger ; flax,  oats,  and  wheat  had  been  grown  there 
extensively,  but  the  land  of  the  evicted  tenants  was 
too  poor  for  wheat  or  flax,  and  oats  had  deteriorated, 
and  were  now  for  the  most  part  only  fit  for  cattle 
fodder,  whereas  once  2,000  tons  of  oats  had  been 
exported  annually  from  Newport-quay — the  natives 
being  first  fully  supplied  with  excellent  meal  for  their 
own  food;  now  oats  was  often  brought  from  Glasgow 
to  feed  the  few  remaining  horses,  48731. 


Migratory  Labour. 

Most  of  the  men  of  Newport  East,  Newport  West, 
and  Shramore  were  forced  from  lack  of  employment 
to  migrate  to  other  countries  for  support  of  their 
families;  children  of  nine  and  ten,  instead  of  going 
to  school,  were  made  to  help  pick  potatoes  in  Scot- 
land; people  of  Inuiskea,  Connemara,  and  Clifden 
went  as  far  as  Leitrim  and  Sligo  lobster  fishing,  and 
were  from  home  all  summer,  48701-5,  48778,  48889. 


Emigration — Dilatoriness  of  Board. 

i PU/illg,  the.lasfc  twenty-four  years  168  families  hat 
left  for  America ; for  fifteen  years  there  had  been  nc 
emigration  of  whole  families  from  the  parish ; then 
expectation  of  getting  new  and  better  land  being  dis- 
appointed owing  to  the  dilatoriness  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  they  had  had  during  the  last  three 
years  to  emigrate;  most  of  these  families  had  been 
52i»  °fi’  inevmav  ’ ,an  evicted  tenant,  leaving  with 
A5°0  made  by  herding  and  by  picking  periwinkles 
on  the  shore;  an  intelligent,  well-educated  family 
hke  Ins  should  have  been  helped  by  the  Board  to  stay 

^rntl?  ’’  hiS  ,Tney  should  not  llave  debarred 
him  from  a free  holding,  48743-58— The  exorbitant 
prices  given  by  the  Board  for  small  holdings  en- 
couraged emigration ; Myles  Kilcoyne,  valued  at  17s 
had  received  £22  for  his  interest;  ’some  emigrants 
left  their  land  to  relatives,  stipulating  to  get  it  back 
m three  7ears;  certainly  small  liold- 
wn8rH,fnf  !ed^lg  P"**’  but  710  0ne  Would  buy  17 1 

for  th*tV«  ™ ?fept  V add  t0  an°tber  holding  and 

for  that  he  would  give  four  or  five  pounds  • emigrants 
returning  with  money  would  offer  as  mne-h  ! ^ . 

no  W fetched  »„,e  in  .pe„  Srkcf ; anrther  tn 
ant  in  Mumvough  had  paid  £11  foe  intern?  i„ „ 

SLte  p*2d  ft-omn£9',toU|i0“”d  i ¥*'  Stm™‘ 

S,  w £ inters 


In  1898  or  1899  the  Board  bought  (under  AshbournA 
Act)  the  tenants’  lands  on  Mr.  Stoney’s 
Estate,  at  12A,  and  the  Islands  (on  same  estate)  u 
tenanted,  at  15£  years’  purchase;  till  now  the  ten' 
ants  had  had  to  pay  the  old  rents;  they  had  the 
improvements,  for  making  which  they  had  been  paid 
but  other  tenants,  c.g.,  Lord  Dillon’s,  had  been  given 
6s.  8d.  in  the  pound  reduction,  when  ihe  Board 
bought  his  estate,  48800-09.  ara 


Stoney  Estate— Suspicion  of  Underhand  In- 
fluences. 

The  Board  gave  £800  for  2,500  acres  of  untenanted 
mountain  on  the  Stoney  Estate,  and  in  1905  re-sold 
2,000  acres  (the  best  part)  of  this  to  Mr.  Stoney  for 
£600;  the  congested  tenants  had  500  acres  of  bare 
rock  for  enlargement  of  their  uneconomic  holdings 
at  £200 ; considering  Mr.  Stoney’s  portion  was  good 
pasture,  and  theirs  the  reverse — considering,  too  the 
inflation  in  the  price  of  land  under  the  Wyndham 
Act,  the  Board  should  have  got  £1,200  for  the  2 000 
acres;  these  had  been  as  valuable  to  the  tenants  as 
all  their  eleven  holdings  put  together,  and  should 
not  have  been  re-sold  at  any  price;  sheep  could  be 
reared  there  producing  sufficient  wool  to  clothe  the 
people ; witness  believed  the  Board  had  allowed  sheep 
and  cattle  grazing  there  at  18d.  per  head,  and  had 
heard  this  was  more  than  had  been  charged  before 
when  a part  had  been  grazed ; the  people  complained’ 
and  it  was  thought  free  grazing  would  not  have  been 
a great  concession;  witness  believed  Mrs.  Pike,  of 
Acliill,  charged  Is.  per  head;  from  1891  to  1894  the 
total  amount  paid  by  tenants  to  the  Board  for  graz- 
ing was  £35;  perhaps  the  people  had  not  used  the 
mountain  much;  some  had  no  cattle  or  sheep,  bnt 
these  often  let  their  holdings  for  a year  or  two  until 
their  families  could  earn  money,  and  they  became 
prosperous  afterwards,  48809-20,  48840-1.— It  was  not 
true  that  it  had  been  necessary  to  re-sell  the  moun- 
tain to  get  land  elsewhere  from  Mr.  Stoney ; as 
lessee,  he  had  no  right  to  sell  without  the  landlord, 
Mr.  J ones ; and  both  long  before  had  expressed 
willingness  to  sell  this  land  to  the  Board  at  a fair 
price ; the  valuation  was  £131,  the  price  paid  £3,973. 
—Over  thirty  years'  purchase ; witness  did  not 
know  the  valuation  of  the  mountain,  buc  the  people 
would  rather  have  given  £3,000  for  it  (especially  con- 
sidering its  convenient  position)  than  for  the  150 
acres  exchanged,  48834-9,  48842-7— The  Board  had 
wasted  money  by  paying  in  part  for  fencing  the 
mountain;  the  law  compelling  two  tenants  to  divide 
expense  of  bounding  their  properties  should  in  this 
case  have  been  disregarded ; witness  was  not  sure  if 
the  whole  mountain  had  been  fenced,  but  only  its 
re-sale  had  made  any  fencing  necessary,  48821-33.— 
It  was  thought  that  underhand  influences  guided 
Board’s  operations;  one  of  their  agents,  Mr.  Verekcr, 
had  been  agent  for  Mr.  Stoney’s  and  for  several  other 
estates  in  the  district;  his  social  relations  with  the 
landlords  caused  his  impartiality  in  land  transac- 
tions to  be  questioned;  possibly  Mr.  Doran,  and  not 
he,  had  been  responsible  for  the  Stoney  Estate  tran- 
saction, but  there  had  been  much  confusion  since  his 
appointment;  for  example,  the  Board  had  been  given 
the  right  of  way  through  Sir  Roger  Palmer’s  pro- 
perty by  Mr.  Stoney,  and  had  been  stopped  by  the 
latter’s  brother  (claiming  the  tenant-right)  ana  Sir 
Roger’s  agent,  48847,  48886-8. 


Prices  Given  by  Board  for  Land. 

The  Board  bought  the  Kilbride  farm  (valued  at 
£87)  for  £1,800,  i.e.,  twenty-seven  years  of  the  valua- 
tion plus  the  bonus,  but  this  was  fair,  as  the  land 
was  good,  untenanted,  and  well  placed.  Mr.  Cur- 
ran’s Estate,  bought  in  1888  for  £1,500  (valuation 
£117),  was  bought  by  the  Board  in  1905  for  £4,000, 
i.e.,  35  years’  price  on  the  valuation.  The  new  tenants 
could  not  be  expected  to  pay  the  annuities  required 
to  meet  principal  and  interest ; landlords  might  have 
refused  to  sell  other  grass  lands  of  the  district 
cheaper,  but  it  was  better  not  to  buy  at  all  than  give 
such  prices ; Mr.  Doran  had  bought  the  tenant-right 
of  some  lands  at  a moderate  price  on  advice  of  wit- 
ness, but  lately  had  not  consulted  him,  48847,  48854-8. 
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GREALEY,  Very  Rev.  Canon — continued. 

Newport  'Workhouse — Suggestion  for  making  into 
Agricultural  College. 

The  costly  Newport  Workluouse,  now  neglected, 
should  be  utilised  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
or  by  the  “ Department.”  The  demolition  of  the  dead- 
house,  fever  annexe,  and  certain  out-houses  would  not 
interfere  with  the  main  building;  adjoining  it  were 
400  acres  of  land,  and  tihere  were  .a  railway  siding 
and  pier  at  Newport;  an  Agricultural  College,  with 
experimental  farm,  might  be  made — the  rest  of  the 
land  used  to  extend  holdings;  the  College  could  be 
attached  to  some  of  the  National  Schools,  and  one 
skilled  teacher  might  teach  six  or  seven  parishes, 
giving  each  one  full  day  a week;  men  could  only 
learn  agriculture  when  young,  48868-77,  48884-5. 


Fishing  Industry — Proposeb  New  Harbour. 

Many  of  the  piers  built  had  been  proved  worth- 
less ; little  piers  might  fee  built  .at  Doobeg,  Murri- 
vaigh,  and  Killeen,  for  fishing,  seaweed  and  turf 
supply  to  the  islands  and  coast  villages;  though  a 
harbour  was  essential  to  the  development  of  Clew 
Bay  fishing,  the  proposed  expenditure  of  £100,000 
on  Innislyre  seemed  too  great ; apparently  that  pro- 
ject had  been  abandoned ; the  proximity  of  a railway 
made  Roigh  the  best  place  for  a harbour,  48877-83, 
48883. 


Picking  Shell-fish  a Remunerative  Industry. 

Some  of  the  poorest  people  had,  unassisted  by  Go- 
vernment, become  wealthy  by  selling  shell-fish”from 
Is.  to  15d.  a stone ; a family  could  soon  pick  a cwt., 
but  only  at  the  high  spring  tides;  the  fish  were  sent 
to  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  London  in  cart-loads; 
the  railway  had  greatly  developed  the  industry, 
48772-7. — Rocks,  seaweed,  and  a not  too  rough  sea 
were  necessary  to  a good  lobster  supply ; these  condi- 
tions did  not  prevail  at  Achill,  but  people  came  from 
a distance  to  fish  there,  48777-8. 


Compulsory  Purchase  and  Acquisition  of  Land 
Advocated — Refusal  of  Lord  Sligo  to  Sell  to 
Tenants. 

There  should  be  compulsory  acquisition  of  land; 
twenty  years  before  Captain  Laprimandaye  had 
offered  to  give  land  to  the  Lethermoghera  tenants, 
without  compensation,  at  the  rent  he  as  lessee  paid 
Lord  Sligo,  and  the  latter  had  not  consented  to  the 
sale ; Captain  Laprimandaye  had  asked  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  to  dispose  of  his  interest,  but, 
even  since  the  Act  of  1903,  Lord  Sligo  gave  various 
pretexts  for  not  selling ; eighteen  years  ago  the  Shra- 
more  tenants  had  tried  to  buy  their  holdings  at  ten 
years’  purchase  from  Mr.  Simes’  representatives,  and 
Lord  Sligo  had  refused  to  sell  his  interest,  and,  there- 
fore, the  Land  Commission  had  not  been  able  to 
advance  money;  a Mr.  Stanuell,  of  Dublin,  had 
bought  the  estate  veiy  cheap;  the  Mayo  landlords 
and  great  territorialists  were  equally  unwilling  to 
sell ; from  time  to  time  there  were  tenants’  interests 
for  sale,  but  the  landlord  had  a veto,  48705-20,  48759- 
63. — Good  land  should  be  given  the  people,  and  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  should  build  mills  for  the 
corn  grown  on  it,  48731-5. 


Improvements  Needed  in  Constitution  of  Board. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  was  composed  largely 
of  strangers,  and  was  too  much  in  the  hands  of  paid 
officials,  who  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  peoDle; 
the  Congested  Districts  should  send  as  meifibers 
natives  conversant  with  their  needs;  the  Board  ses- 
sions should  be  held  in  these  counties,  time  and 
place  of  meetings  published  beforehand,  and  members 
of  County  and  District  Councils  invited  to  come  and 
advise.  There  should  also  be  an  advisory  Board  in 
every  congested  county,  e.g.,  the  District  or  County 
Council,  who  would  send  their  views  to  the  Secretary 
for  consideration;  whole  counties,  like  Galway  and 
Mayo,  should  not  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a few 
officials  ; were  the  people  consulted  there  would  be 
no  need  for  coercion  and  so  forth,  48856,  48859-67. 


DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY. 

See  also  pp.  1,  410,  611,  and  623. 

Stoney  Estate  ; Justification  of  Transaction. 

Witness  alone  was  responsible  for  the  transactions 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  with  Mr.  Stoney ; 
when  Mr.  Vereker  had  been  made  assistant  agent  to 
the  Board,  it  had  been  arranged  that  he  should  have 
nothing  to  do  with  any  negotiations  concerning  es- 
tates for  which  he  had  once  been  agent ; the  statement 
that  he  had  not  been  discharged  by  the  Land  Judge 
as  receiver,  on  entering  the  Board’s  service,  and  had 
not  had  payment  of  any  kind  for  his  receivership 
when  discharged  in  1905,  referred  to  the  O’Donel 
Estate,  not  yet  bought ; no  part  of  the  Stoney  Estate 
had  ever  been  in  the  Land  Court,  and  Canon  Greeley 
might  have  informed  himself  accurately,  48891-5. — On 
the  Stoney  Estate,  bought  by  the  Board,  was  a moun- 
tain ; Mr.  Stoney  had  formerly  put  stock  on  it  for 
four  shillings  at  a time,  and  anyone  could  graze  an 
animal  on  it  for  so  much  a month,  but  the  tenants  as 
a body  had  had  no  grazing  rights  there ; the  Board  had 
let  them  graze  it  at  a nominal  rent,  but  witness 
thought  the  largest  number  of  stock  put  on  it  at  any 
time  had  been  about  thirty,  and  the  average  rents 
about  £8  to  £15  a year,  for  the  four  years  the  Board 
had  had  it ; very  few  tenants  had  stock,  and  though  in 
some  cases  the  Board  had  offered  loans  to  buy  this, 
they  said  they  had  too  much  rough  land  already ; the 
mountain  could  only  be  used  three  months  in  the 
year ; and  more  arable  land  was  needed  in  order  to  feed 
the  stock  in  winter ; the  Board  thought  this  reason- 
able, and  at  length  induced  Mr.  Stoney  to  sell  an 
arable  farm,  which  he  had  hitherto  refused  to  do, 
chiefly  because  his  farming  operations  would  be  too 
contracted  ; he  had  sold  only  on  condition  that  the 
mountain  should  be  re-sold  him  for  a game  park ; 
it  might  have  been  well  to  keep  the  mountain  had  the 
tenants  had  it  free,  but  the  Board  did  not  give  land 
for  less  than  they  paid  for  it,  48898-918,  48933-4. — 
The  Board  had  paid  £600  for  the  mountain,  and  had 
received  for  it — less  300  acres — the  same  sum  in  cash, 
refusing  to  have  the  sale  through  the  Land  Act ; the 
£800  mentioned  by  Canon  Grealey  referred  to  a sum 
including  other  holdings,  48918-21,  48946. — The  Board 
had  only  paid  for  half  the  fencing  of  the  mountain 
on  the  south  side,  and  had  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Mr.  Stoney’s  building  of  the  fence  to  the  summit, 
48947-8. 

Emigration  ; Reply  to  Charge  that  Emigration 
was  encouraged  by  Dilatoriness  of  Board  in 
Disposing  of  Land. 

The  reason  for  the  Board’s  delay  in  disposing  of 
land  was  well-know  to  tenants,  most  of  whom  did  not 
complain ; they  had  not  lost  a single  opportunity  of 
buying  land  in  Canon  Greeley’s  parish  since  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Stoney  Estate  ; here  there  had  been  170 
tenants,  the  valuation  of  whose  holdings  was  £1  6.s.  8 d. 
— a holding  of  30s.  might  be  held  in  twenty  patches  ; 
the  Board  thought  if  the  people  had  these  holdings 
free,  their  position  would  not  be  substantially  im- 
proved, and  that  the  only  remedy  was  to  get  more 
land  and  as  near  as  possible ; the  Board  had  bought 
the  tenant-right  in  comparatively  large  grass  farms 
on  the  O’Donel  Estate,  in  anticipation  of  buying  the 
fee-simple  of  the  estate ; some  people  complained  that 
one  of  these,  Derrylahan,  should  have  been  in  the 
Board’s  hands  seven  or  eight  years,  but  they  knew 
that  the  Board,  as  a judicial  tenant,  could  not  stripe 
up  these  lands  till  they  had  become  owners  of  them  in 
fee;  they  had  approached  Mr.  Stoney  at  different 
times,  in  hope  of  getting  the  fee  for  his  grass  farm 
near  Rosturk  Castle,  48897-8. 

Amount  given  for  the  Kilcoyne  Holdings  Justi- 
fied. 

It  was  not  true,  as  stated,  that  the  Board  had  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  emigration  of  either  Miles  or  Patrick 
Kilcoyne ; the  former  had  lived  with  his  wife,  son, 
and  daughter-in-law,  on  a holding  of  which  the  rent 
(exclusive  of  the  house)  was  31s.  ; the  son  was  deli- 
cate, and  under  medical  advice  had  decided  to  go  to 
America,  where  a brother  and  three  sisters  were  liv- 
ing; the  old  couple  resolved  to  go  too,  and  wished  to 
sell  the  interest  on  their  holding ; the  Board,  know- 
ing this,  offered  Kilcoyne  £22 — a reasonable  price  for 
four  acres  with  bog  attached  and  right  of  commonage 
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O’DONEL,  Mr.  E.  THOMAS — continued. 


on  the  mountains  ; the  holding,  being  in  thirteen  divi- 
sions, could  be  given  to  adjoining  occupiers,  and 
witness  considered  the  purchase  a wise  precedent  on 
the  Board’s  part;  no  pressure  had  been  put  on  Kil- 
coyne, except  the  offer  of  £22,  48922-32. — The  case  of 
Patrick  Kilcoyne  was  as  follows:  John  Kilcoyne  had 
bought  the  interest  of  a holding  for  £11,  with  £6 10s., 
and  £4  for  an  adjacent  cabin,  arrears  of  rent,  from 
a gamekeeper,  Purvis,  who  had  been  glad  to  be  rid  of 
it ; the  Board  could  not  take  advantage  of  Kilcoyne’ s 
luck,  and  offered  him  £52  for  his  interest  in  the  hold- 
ing, considering  this,  i.e.,  about  fifteen  years’  pur- 
chase on  a rent  of  £3  10s. — a fair  price;  only  £13 
had  actually  been  paid,  for  they  had  stopped  the  rent 
due ; Kilcoyne  had  bought  another  holding  from  an 
uncle,  Patrick  Kilcoyne,  who  had  emigrated,  but  the 
Board  had  had  no  dealings  with  the  latter,  48944-5. 

Consulting  Local  Opinion. 

The  agents  had  to  work  regardless  of  outside  opinion 
but  witness  was  always  ready  to  hear  the  views  of 
anyone  interested  in  the  districts  concerned ; person- 
ally, he  had  not  intended  to  ignore  Canon  Grealey 
of  late  years.  Doubtless,  Mr.  Vereker’s  self-respect 
had  made  him  do  so,  considering  the  Canon’s  attitude 
towards  him,  48936-8. 

“Agitators.” 

An  agitator  was  a person  who  spent  most  of  his 
time  creating  disturbance  in  the  sphere  in  which  he 
moved — as  a rule' for  personal  ends;  Canon  Grealey 
was  not  in  this  category,  but  there  were  a good  many 
agitators  in  Mayo,  48897,  48939-42. 


O’DONEL,  Mr.  E.  THOMAS. 


Condition  op  Island  op  Achill. 

Rents  had  been  well  and  punctually  paid  on  the 
Adhnll  Mission  Estate  during  the  several  years  of 
witness’  agency  up  to  1880;  the  population  had  in- 
creased in  recent  years,  48950. 


Security  for  Advances  in  case  of  Sales  withtw 
the  Zones.  n 

When  landlords  -and  tenants  agreed  on  a ,sai 
within  the  zones,  the  bargain  itself  should  be  au& 
cient  security  for  the  State ; there  was  only  oochJ 
sional  failure  on  the  tenant’s  part  to  meet  obW. 
tions,  and  it  was  most  unlikely  that  a man  would 
contract  so  improvident  a bargain  that  the  State 
would  ultimately  suffer;  a judicial  rent  and  the 
terms  of  sale  being  within  the  zones  sufficiently 
protected  the  State  and  made  the  advance  of  nionev 
secure ; the  Act  of  1903,  confirming  any  sale  of  which 
the  price  fell  within  the  zones,  was  not  .against  the 
interests  of  the  State,  because  landlord  and  tenant 
together  were  the  best  judges  of  the  value  of  pro- 
perty; there  was  no  need  to  consult  the  taxpayers 
even  though  they  were  ultimately  responsible ; wit’ 
ness  had  heard  nothing  about  the  offer  of  the  Blake 
Forster  Estate,  under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  but  could 
not  see  why,  in  a case  described  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, an  estate  should  not  now  be  passed  if  it 
came  within  the  zones ; probably  the  Land  Com- 
missioners had  been  mistaken  when,  after  .inspection 
they  had  decided  the  land  was  not  security  for 
twelve  years’  purchase;  it  was  true  that  at  that 
time  the  landlord  had  been  paid  in  stock  (then  at 
a premium),  and  that  since  then  the  annuity  due 
from  the  tenant  had  been  changed  from  4 to  31  per 
cent.,  so  that  rents  might  have  fallen  since  the  offer 
was  made,  but  witness  could  not  draw  general  de- 
ductions from  a case  of  which  he  did  net  know  the 
circumstances,  48960.— Witness  had  not  known  that 
under  the  Act  of  1903  the  zones  did  not  apply 
m the  case  of  purchase  when  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  bought  an  estate ; the  sale  of  ,a  grass  farm 
by  witness  to  the  Board  was  probably  the  only  in- 
stance of  a direct  sale  between  landlord  and  tenant 
m Westport  Union  under  the  Aot  of  1903,  but  a 
great  many  sales  had  taken  place  throughout  the 
country;  on  many  of  these  estates  there  were  non- 
judicnal  tenants,  and  therefore  inspection,  and  these 
might  have  been  oases  where  the  sales  had  fallen 
through  because  inspectors  did  not  think  the  security 
sufficient,  48995-9003.  3 


Migration  and  Enlargement  of  Holdings 
Unpractioablb. 

• Achill,  composed  almost  entirely  of  mountain  and 
bog,  was  not  suitable  for  migration  purposes  or  for 
the  enlargement  of  small  holdings;  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  community  if  some  of  its  members 
would  migrate  to  better  holdings  elsewhere,  48950 
489W-4.— Witness  did  not  think  there  had  been 
much  emigration  from  the  island,  but  there  w.as 
emigration  to  England  and  Scotland,  48951-2. 


Development  of  Fisheries  and  Extension  of 
Railway  Advocated. 

The  fishing  industry  had  developed,  and  mow 
people  had  been  engaged  in  it  since  the  building  oi 
the  railway  by  Mr.  Balfour ; the  Congested  District 
■Board  too,  had  largely  encouraged  the  industry ; 
the  railway  line  should  .be  extended  from  Gleggar 
Ferry  to  Belmullet,  as  that  large  and  important  dis- 
trict was  now  cut  off  from  railway  communication  ; 
the  number  of  boats  seemed  to  have  increased,  because 
there  was  now  a flourishing  lobster  trade  with  Eng- 
land  which  had  .been  made  possible  by  improved 

dSprf,  «£&  trad<!  "isit  *k°  >» 


Mrs.  O’Donel’ s Estate— Inaccurate  Statement 

MADE  BY  Mr.  -M'HaLE. 

Mrs.  O’Donel  was  ready  to  sell  *•  fair-sized  estafl 
including  a substantial  area  of  good  grass  land  £ 

LTZ  ^ whe"  e?penses  «Wng  title,  etc 
had  been  paid,  would,  invested  at  3£  per  cent.,  yiel 

Mr  PM^nt!  w?!1  Was  not  true  («  stated  b 
Mr.  M Hale)  _ that  witness  had  offered  his  wife' 

HlXrtfWr  slxt®^n  7ears’  purch  ase,  and  it  was  ur 
. negotiations  had  passed  between  fifa 

,‘woto' “decaBor  with“ut  “■ 


Sale  of  Grass  Lands  should  be  made  conditional 
on  Sale  of  Tenanted  Land. 

The  general  opinion  amongst  Mayo  landlords 
seemed  to  be  that  offers  to  sell  grass  lands  should 
be  made  conditional  on  the  tenanted  land  being 
bought  simultaneously ; that  might  or  might  not  be 
the  tenants’  view,  but  they  would  probably  be  very 
glad:  to  get  the  grass  lands,  and  most  landlords  were 
willing  to  hand  over  -the  two  sorts  together  to  a pur- 
chasing authority;  the  case  of  the  Crahagh  farm 
seemed  to  be  an  exception,  but  witness  knew  nothing 
about  it ; the  landlady  might,  or  might  not,  have 
been  entitled  to  what  she  proposed  to  ask  for  the 
land,  49004-24. 


Tribunal  to  fix  Price  of  Land. — Estates  Commis- 
sioners not  an  Independent  Tribunal. 

All  prices  in  regard  to  sales  of  land  should  be 
fixed  by  an  impartial  tribunal ; it  was  most  objec- 
tionable to  have  the  price  determined  in  eveiy  in- 
stance by  the  purchaser,  i.e.j  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners ; a landowner  in  Mayo  had  consented  to  sell 
them  grass  land  from  which  he  had  drawn  £3,000 
a year;  after  inspection  they  had  offered  a price 
which  would  have  reduced  his  income  by  £500 ; 
apparently  they  had  fixed  a price  to  suit  themselves ; 
the  landlord  might  ask  too  much,  but  at  least  he 
Should  be  able  to  refuse  the  price  fixed  by  the  Land 
Commission;  in  this  case  .there  had  been  as  yet  ro 
tenants,  so  the  Commissioners  were  virtually  the 
purchasers;  they  meant  to  be  fair,  but  they  could 
not  really  be  just  ; witness’  distrust  of  them  was 
based  on  the  single  case  cited  ; the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  being  more  experienced,  would  probably 
be  better  judges,  49024-49.— Almost  all  Mayo  owners 
would  sell  tenanted  and  untenanted  land  on  the  basis 
of  getting  their  incomes  at  3£  per  cent.  ; to  ask  them 
to  sell  foi  less  seemed  nothing  short  of  confiscation, 
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SWEENEY,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


SWEENEY,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 


General  Poverty  and  Congestion  in  Achill — 
Failure  of  Potato  Crop. 

The  condition  of  the  people  of  Adiill  was  very 
bad  ; a family  of  six  or  seven  often  bad  to  live  on 
two  or  three  acres  of  bog,  the  produce  of  which  could 
not  support  them ; there  was  no  more  congested 
corner  than  Adiill,  49056,  49102. — Nearly  every  year 
there  was  a cry  for  relief,  which  was  demoralising, 
and  this  year  would  probably  be  exceptionally  bad, 
as  the  potato  crop  was  almost  a total  failure,  49076. 

Purchase  and  Redistribution  of  whole  Island 

OF  ACHILL  BY  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 

Advocated. 

The  Achill  people  would  probably  not  migrate ; it 
would  be  well  nf  the  Congested  Districts  Board  would 
buy  the  good  farms  available  for  the  enlargement  of 
holdings  ; there  were  two  large  tracts  of  cut-away 
bog,  resting  on  day,  which  could  be  reclaimed, 
49077-83. — Though  a certain  number  would  object, 
the  majority  of  the  owners  of  grass  lands  would 
probably  be  glad  if  the  Board  bought  tbe  whole 
island,  striped  and  re-diistnibuted  it ; Clare  Island, 
where  there  had  once  been  coercion,  had  been  pros- 
perous since  its  purchase  by  the  Board  ; witness  be- 
lieved the  land  there  to  be  better  than  that  of  Achill, 
49102-7. 


Migratory  Labour — Home  Industries  Advocated 
for  "Women. 

Girls  of  twelve,  who  should  have  been  at  school, 
had  to  go  to  Scotland ; about  1,000  men  went  to 
England,  and  about  1,100  boys  and  women — about 
a third  of  whom  were  women — left  Achill  every 
year,  49056,  49059-60.— About  700  travelled  by 
steamer  to  Glasgow ; the  rest,  bound  for  Scotland, 
went  by  rail  from  Adiill  Sound  to  Dublin,  and  then 
by  boat  to  Glasgow,  49061.— The  men  in  England, 
granted  a fair  harvest,  made  from  £12  to  £15 ; 
some  returned  with  £5;  if  there  was  a good  hay 
season  they  had  to  come  home  at  the  end  of  four 
weeks,  but  a wet  season  prolonged  the  work  and 
brought  them  more  money ; some  could  not  support 
themselves  in  England  till  the  grain  harvest  began, 
49064-6.— Very  few  migrated  tt>  the  Scotch  coal- 
mines ; the  majority  acted  as  gangers  to  the  women 
digging  potatoes,  etc.,  lin  Scotland  ; this  was  cruelly 
hard  work  for  women,  and  they  had  to  put  the 
potatoes  into  hampers  and  sacks  sometimes  weighing 
over  2 cwt.  and  carry  them  on  their  backs ; at 
home,  when  the  men  were  away,  they  generally  did 
the  sowing,  as  they  did  not  leave  till  June, 
returning  in  October,  49057-8. — A handy  woman  or 
giri  brought  back  on  an  average  from  £8-£10,  49063. 
—They  did  not  go  in  much  for  weeding  potatoes, 
and  none  went  for  fish  cleaning  and  curing  in  Scot- 
land,  49071-2. — It  would  ‘be  a real  charity  to  start 
some  home-industry,  i.e.,  hosiery  or  lace-making,  to 
keep  these  women  at  home ; about  six  months  before, 
some  Sisters  of  Mercy  had  successfully  started  a 
49073  bnaDCh  °*  kce-making  at  the  Convent,  49071, 


thousands  spent  on  a pier,  any  boat  could  save  itself 
by  going  there  in  rough  weather  instead  of,  as  now, 
•to  Westport ; a few  hundred  pounds  should  be  spent 
on  tlie  removal  of  some  rocks  opposite  the  Coast- 
guard -Station ; the  Board  had  spent  five  or  six 
thousand  pounds  on  a fine  pier  at  Keel,  but  this 
had  never  been  of  any  use,  because  a bar  had  always 
choked  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  49088-96. — 
The  building  of  the  Cleggan  Station  railway  was 
essential ; it  would  open  up  the  district,  greatly 
benefit  the  people,  and  give  employment ; the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Midland  Great  Western  had  said  they 
would  work  it  if  built,  49096-7. 

Dredging  of  Channel  from  Achill  Sound  to 
Darby’s  Point. 

The  Channel  from  Achill  Sound  to  Darby’s  Po'nt 
should  be  dredged  ; it  had  been  choked  with  sand 
since  the  bridge  was  built,  and  fishing  boats  were 
now'  blocked;  eventually  the  people  of  Achill  would 
probably  have  to  depend  solely  on  the  fishing,  which 
seemed  the  only  industry  likely  to  succeed;  rates 
were  already  too  high  for  the  County  Oouncil  to 
make  any  further  grants,  49096-8. 

Dovega  Bridge. 

A bridge  built  by  Mr.  Balfour’s  private  generosity 
for  the  congested  village  of  Dovega  had  been  swept 
away,  so  that  communication  was  ait  off  between  the 
two  sides  of  the  village,  49097. 

High  Rates — Enforced  Expenditure  by  County 
Council. 

Rates  were  now  about  the  same  as  before  the  es- 
tablishment of  County  Councils,  but  there  was  much 
complaint  of  the  rates  on  buildings.  Witness  thought 
tbe  rate  was  6s.  8 d.  on  buildings  and  3s.  4 d.  on 
land ; he  knew  the  increase  had  been  progressive 
owing  to  the  County  ‘Council  being  obliged  to  pro- 
vide money  for  the  lunatic  asylum  and  for  matters 
outside  the  province  of  the  Grand  Jury,  e.g.,  sheep- 
dipping, besides  pensions  for  old  officials,  49102. 


COLLERAN,  Rev.  MARTIN. 


Possibilities  of  Developing  Achill  by  Reclama- 
tion and  Drainage. 

Witness  had  not  been  long  in  Achill,  but  saw  there 
great  possibilities  of  development,  both  in  land  and 
sea,  by  a paternal  Government ; patches  of  tilled  land 
— rich  meadow^ — lying  in  the  most  barren  part,  showed 
what  (given  proper  assistance),  might  be  done  by  the 
active,  industrious  population ; if  lands,  now  flooded, 
were  drained,  more  farms  pould  be  conveniently 
drained,  and  crops  could  be  produced  where  it  was 
now  impossible  to  grow  them ; doubtless,  the  people 
were  employed  somehow  from  November  to  May ; the 
men  almost  ^certainly  worked  their  own  farms. 


Fishing  Industry. 

The  fishing  had  rather  increased  lately  ; ten  years 
before  there  had  been  no  “nobbies,”  i.e.,  large  fish- 
ing boats;  now  there  were  eight,  ‘bought  from  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  on  the  five  years  system  ; 
the  tame  might  well  be  extended  to  ten  years,  for 
the  men  were  honest,  and  had  already  paid  off  one 
year  s instalments,  but  though  one  season  had  been 
gooa,  two  had  been  against  them  ; the  Board  had 
given  thousands -of  pounds  in  Achill.;  witness  had 
never  known  a civil  bill  process  to  be  given  to  any 
man  there,  49084-7,  49102.  b y 

Piers  and  Harbours  Accommodation  Needed. 

Achill  was  badly  off  for  pier  accommodation;  a 
Pier  at  Darby’s  Point,  Achillbeg  Island  (where  tho 
nsh  were  landed  from  the  nobbies),  should  be  ex- 
* fe«!fc.  and  then  boats  of  100  tons  could 
probaby  float  at  half  tide  Or  less ; a harbour  of  re- 
ruge  was  needed  at  Ballyeurraun,  near  Mallaranny ; 
natural  conditions  were  favourable,  and  were  a few 


Home  Industries  advocated  for  Women. 

It  would  be  well  if  some  industries,  e.g.,  stitching, 
knitting,  or  spinning,  were  started  as  winter  employ- 
ment for  the  women  ; the  six  or  seven  thousand  now- 
in  Achill  apparently  formed  little  over  half  of  our 
increasing  population,  49108-12,  49114. 

Migratory  Labour. 

The  rest  of  the  people  (including  boys  and  girls, 
who  should  have  been  at  school),  were  in  Scotland  ; 
the  migrants  earned  enough  in  summer  to  keep  them 
in  winter,  which  accounted  for  there  being  so  little 
migration  from  Achill ; there  were  more  migrants — 
girls  especially — in  Achill  than  in  Galwav,  Mayo,  or 
Roscommon,  49108,  49113,  49115-7. 

Failure  of  Potato  Crop. 

• The  potato  crop,  and  to  some  extent  the  oats,  had 
been  destroyed  by  rain  ; it  would  probably  be  neces- 
sary to  support  tho  people  during  the  winter,  as  both 
winter  anil  spring  promised  to  lx*  very  bad,  49117 
3 u 2 
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O’DONNELL,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 


Protest  against  Mr.  Doran’s  remarks  concerning 
“ Agitators.” 

The  men  whom  Mr.  Doran  had  referred  to  as 
“agitators”  were  the  elected  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  knew  the  needs  of  the  district  better  than 
any  paid  official  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
could  do;  they  were  only  too  glad  to  co-operate  with 
the  Board,  49118. 


Action  of  Congested  Districts  Board  in  regard  to 
THE  SlONEY  AND  OTHER  ESTATES;  LOCAL  OPINION 
IGNORED. 

The  Board  had  done  a very  great  deal  for  the  coun- 
try, and  should  be  added  to  and  strengthened,  but 
some  few  of  their  operations  had  been  great  failures  ; 
the  re-sale  of  the  mountain  to  Mr.  Stoney  had  been, 
to  say  the  least,  a grievous  mistake ; they  should  have 
consulted  Canon  Grealey,  by  whose  advice  the 
O’Donel  farms,  near  Newport,  had  been  bought  at 
7i  years’  purchase,  while  Mr.  Doran  had  bought  the 
tenants’  interests  on  inferior  land  on  the  Stoney 
Estate  at  twenty-six  years’  purchase ; it  was  -Mma 
they  were  now  collecting  the  rents  and  spending  them 
on  improvements  in  the  interests  of  tenants,  but  the 
land  had  not  been  striped— could  not  be  as  yet— and 
one  of  the  tenants  (who  had  a holding  from  Mr. 
Doran),  had  saidi  he  would  refuse  a holding  when 
offered  one  on  it,  49119-29. 


Along  the  sea-board  of  the  Westport  Union,  run- 
ning from  the  Killeries  to  Blacksod  Bay,  the  fishing 
industry  was  chiefly  carried  on  in  small  boats  and 
curraghs,  and  for  want  of  larger  boats  and.  proper 
harbour  accommodation,  the  fishermen  were  unable 
to  reap  the  rich  harvest  awaiting  them;  the  princi- 
pal  fish  were  herring  and  mackerel,  but  there  was  an 
abundant  supply  of  cod,  ling,  plaice,  sole,  turbot,  had- 
dock and  lobsters,  49129.— The  fishermen  worked  with 
great  energy,  some  having  gone  as  far  as  Downing’s 
Bay  in  Donegal,  and  been  fairly  successful ; some  fid: 
not  come  home  until  Christmas,  49139.— There  seemed 
to  be  a great  future  for  Achill  fisheries,  49138.— The 
W^iPfiJvShGrfen.  ofrCurrane  (Aeliill)  had  got  some 
flX>m,  11316  Costed  Districts 
K d th?y  fmust  retum  them  if  the  time 
j Payment  of  instalments  were  not  extended 
S/Ji?  year,  49129.-The  Congested  Districts 

ft  CWheWr fchorouSh]y  fean  and  deepen  the  harbour 
S*  S°  £sh“”"»‘  outer  in 

Waste  of  Public  Money  on  Useless  Piers. 
-pubIi?  money  had  been  wasted  by  building 

built  at  Duport  costing  £1  fi bad  keen 

Newport  and  Mallaranuv  P e on  coast  between 
but  MaUarannyPier^j^  beo<^ii«fCe^ild’  fishermen> 
a shelter  in  case  of  “o™  ter®  « 

0r  H°>“  Intjustetes  Advocated. 
Some,  after  tta* “ M»yo. 

Si.  to  7a.  a week  by  crochet  wffh6, * had ,earne<3  from 

df  tie  Congest!?Disfe£”L“A  eCt'”f  hoIM 


Saxe  of  Land  to  Evicted  Tenants— Increased 
Rental  of  Island. 

There  were  four  ox  five  good  farms — one  owned  by 
Mrs.  M ‘Donnell,  of  the  Valley,  another  by  Mr 
Sweeney  (senior)  and  Mr.  Sweeney  (junior) ; the 
last  would  not  object  to  selling  at  a fair  price-  in 
1846  or  1847  all  these  lands  had  belonged  to’ the 
tenants ; the  rental  of  Achill  had  been  £800,  but  by 
1879  (when  the  Land  League  had  been  started!  it 
had  risen  to  £5,000,  49139.  ' 


M'GOVERN,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Slight  Inaccuracy  in  Canon  Grealey’s  Evidence. 

Witness  fully  agreed  with  Canon  Grealey’s  evi- 
dence, except  that  he  believed  Conway,  the  herd,  had 
got  most  of  his  money  from  two  daughters  and  a son 
in  Colorado,  49140. 

Particulars  as  to  Estate  of  Mr.  Stoney. 

It  was  not  true  that  Mr.  Stoney  had  made  the  sale 
of  arable  land  conditional  on  getting  back  the  moun- 
tain, 49140. — On  the  9th  November,  1903,  witness  had 
been  on  a deputation  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  head  landlord, 
who  had  said  he  was  most  anxious  to  sell  the  land. 
Immediately  afterwards  Mr.  Stoney  (a  lessee  wit- 
ness thought)  had  stated  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  sell  at  a fair  price;  this  he  had  probably  received; 
in  March,  1905,  the  Stoney  part  of  the  estate,  and 
in.  June,  1905,  the  entire  Jones  Estate,  had  been 
vested  in  the  Congested  Districts  Board;  the  Stoneys 
being  only  middlemen,  the  Board  was  bound  to  get 
the  land  with  or  without  their  consent,  49140-1, 
49143-4. — Mr.  Doran’s  statement  that  Mr.  Stoney 
had  at  first  refused  to  sell,  because  that  would  upset 
his  farming  arrangements,  could  not  be  true,  because, 
though  a part  of  the  farm  (Rockfield)  had  been 
grazed  by  Pat  Moran  and  others  on  the  eleven 
months’  system,  he  himself  had  never  farmed,  49141-3. 
— The  tenants  had  said  they  would  not  need  any 
land  outside  their  own,  provided  the  land  were 
striped,  and  they  were  given  a part  of  the  lands  on 
the  estate  and;  their  former  rights  to  the  mountain; 
apparently  the  tenants  had  had  a right  previously, 
because  two  years  before,  at  a,  seed  distribution  in 
Westport  Union,  John  Loftus,  of  Bunhowna,  had 
been  charged  for  five  bags  of  potatoes — three  bags  as 
a valuation  of  2s.  for  the  mountain,  the  rest  as  a 
valuation  of  £1  5s.  of  his  holding ; he  would  surely 
not  have  been  rated  for  the  mountain  if  he  had  no 
right  to  it,  49161-3. — That  day  witness  had  met  two 
tenants  who  seemed  very  sore  over  the  re-sale,  49165. 
~In  December,  1906,  a notice  in  a local  paper  had 
stated  that  Mr.  Stoney  had  poisoned  the  estate  sold 
by  him  in  1900  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  for 
the  destruction  of  vermin ; this  seemed  to  show  that 
he  had  the  right  of  game  on  all  the  mountains  and 
islands  of  the  estate  (No.  1.),  as  specified  in  the 
notice;  witness  admitted  that  the  Board  would  pro- 
bably not  put  the  notices  in,  and  that  it  might  only 
appear  to  the  public  as  if  they  had  been  inserted 
on  Mr.  Stoney’s  authority,  49165-75.— Ten  or 
twelve  years  before,  the  Stoney  tenants  had  been 
prosecuted  for  cutting  seaweed  on  the  estate,  but 

• a tbe.n  Resident  Magistrate,  had  dis- 

missed the  case  in  their  favour;  since  the  purchase 
oi  the  estate  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  Mr. 

,llad  again  prosecuted,  and  this  time  con- 
victed them,  because  the  Board  had  not  bought  the 
seaweed,  t.e.,  the  foreshore,  with  the  estate,  49175-8. 
—It  -appears  that  Mr.  Stoney  had  given  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  a right  of  way  on  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  whose  agent  had  stopped 
their  finishing  a road  they  had  begun;  they  had 
also  opened  up  a quarry,  building  a shed  for  a powder 
magazine,  and  Mr.  Jones  had  interfered,  because  they 
had  neglected  to  buy  the  mineral  rights  of  the  Stoney 
No.  I.  Estate,  though  vested  in  the  Board,  49144-7, 

Jones  Estate. 

The  valuations  on  the  Jones  Estate  might  be  a little 
more  than  those  on  the  Stoney  Estate,  though  in  some 
they  were  less,  but  the  same  remedies  were 
applicable  to  the  two  cases ; the  estate  had  cost 
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M’GOVERN,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

about  21£  years’  purchase,  though  the  representa- 
tives of  the  former  owner,  the  late  Victor  E.  Ken- 
nedy, had  offered  it  to  the  tenants  for  about  eleven 
years’  purchase,  and  been  refused,  on  the  ground 
that  the  land,  if  given  gratis,  would  be  useless  to 
them,  49178. 


Poverty  of  Stoney  Estate  Tenants — Dependent  on 
Picking  Seaweed. 

The  holdings  on  Stoney  No.  I.  Estate,  with  an 
average  valuation  of  £1  10s.,  could  not  support  the 
tenants ; some  people  spent  their  week  gathering 
cockles,  etc.,  leaving  home  at  nine  or  ten  at  night, 
carrying  the  shell-nsh  on  their  backs  to  Castlebar, 
and  not  reaching  home  again  till  daylight  of  the 
second  morning  following;  seven  years  before,  a case 
of  great  hardship  had  occurred;  witness  had  seen 
the  mother  of  a large  family  resting  by  the  road- 
side at  three  on  a summer’s  morning;  she  had  two 
donkeys,  and  beside  her  a basket  of  cockles  she  had 
been  carrying  on  her  back ; she  had  walked  to  and 
from  Castlebar,  a distance  of  forty  miles,  and  the 
next  day  had  given  birth  to  a child ; the  men  of  these 
families  migrated  to  England,  the  girls  to  Scotland; 
what  applied  to  Achill  concerning  migration  applied 
equally  to  this  estate,  49147. 


High  Prices  Given  for  Land  by  Board  encouraged 
Emigration. 

Certainly  the  Congested  Districts  Board  should  do 
their  best  to  enlarge  these  poor  holdings  as  soon  as 
possible,  but  they  should  not  bribe  tenants  to  emi- 
grate by  offering  exceptional  prices  for  their  land; 
as  this  was  against  the  Board’s  interests,  they  were 
probably  not  responsible  for  the  actions  of  their 
officials;  it  was  desirable  if  the  Kilcoynes  would 
have  found  another  purchaser  than  the  Board;  they 
and  certain  others  had  intended  to  emigrate,  but 
witness  knew  all  the  local  people,  and  thought  that 
some  at  least  would  not  have  emigrated  if  the  Board 
had  fulfilled  their  expectations  of  enlarging  hold- 
ings, 49148-60. 


Local  Support  op  the  Board — Efforts  to  Induce 
Tenants  to  buy  Through  the  Board. 

The  officials  of  the  Board  received  as  much  local 
support  as  was  possible;  tenants  had  even  been  pre- 
vented buying  direct  through  Judge  Ross’s  Court,  as 
the  agent,  Mr.  Delandre,  could  testify,  and  a solici- 
tor in  Dublin  had  been  instructed  to  appear  on  their 
behalf;  about  a month  ago  they  had  decided  not  to 
buy  through  the  Board,  unless  consulted  as  to  price, 
49152-3. 


MASTERSON,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 


Evictions  in  Achill;  Hardships  of  Tenants. 

Forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  Mr.  Pike’s  tenants  in 
Achill  had  been  evicted  from  the  grazing  lands,  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Sweeney,  and  sent  on  to  the  shaking 
bogs  and  rough  land,  which  they  had  to  redeem 
and  clear.  The  landlord  had  taken  part  of  the 
mountain  from  them,  and  fenced  it  for  himself, 
•49181-2. 


Increase  of  Rents  ; Unfair  Treatment  of  Tenants 
by  Landlord. 

The  townlands  had  been  striped,  and  three  tenants 
put  on  each  stripe,  everyone  of  whom,  witness  under- 
stood, had  at  first  paid  ten  shillings,  and  had  since 
been  rack-rented  up  to  £4,  49181-2.  An  Act  of  Par- 
liament had  reduced  the  rent  by  five  shillings  in  the 
pound,  and  there  had  been  another ' reduction  on  the 
second  statutory  term,  but  some  tenants,  being  too 
poor  to  go  into  Court,  had  made  a written  agree- 
ment with  the  landlord ; some  who  had  no  cattle,  got 


MASTERSON,  Mr.  MICHAEL — continued. 

a reduction  of  three  shillings  in  the  pound ; more, 
who  had  cattle,  got  free  grazing,  but  no  reduction  in 
rent ; the  landlord  had  virtually  charged  for  the 
right  to  the  mountain  by  adding  a shilling  to  the 
rent,  though  this  land  had  not  been  mentioned  in 
the  agreement,  49182-8. 

Extension  of  Pier  at  Darby’s  Point  advocated. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  greatly  im- 
proved the  pier  at  Darby’s  Point,  and  an  expendi- 
ture of  half  as  much  again  would  be  an  everlasting 
benefit  to  the  people,  especially  the  fishermen,  of 
Achill ; were  the  pier  ertended  by  about  half  its  pre- 
sent length,  any  ship  coming  into  Clew  Bay  could 
bring  a cargo  there,  49188-9. 

Migratory  Labour. 

Girls  of  twelve,  instead  of  going  to  school,  had  to 
earn  their  living  in  Scotland,  where  they  had  to 
sleep  in  cold  barns  and  endure  many  privations, 
49189. 


CORRIGAN,  Mr.  E.  J. 


Acreage  and  Valuation  of  Ballycroy  ; Land  in 
Hands  of  Landlord. 

Ballycroy  North  and1  South  contained  52,168  acres ; 
the  valuation  on  agricultural  land,  excluding  game, 
was  £1,284,  49190.- — 40,000  acres  were  in  the  hands 
of  three  landlords  ; on  two  estates  the  game  was  the 
most  valuable  asset;  on  one  of  these,  the  Busby 
Estate,  the  tenants  had  the  grazing,  but  on  the 
larger  one  of  29,160  acres  tenants  had  no  grazing 
rights  outside  the  ambit  of  their  holdings  ; exclud- 
ing the  demesne,  about  600  acres,  the  landlord  grazed 
16,500  acres  of  the  best  grazing  mountain  in  Bally- 
croy; eighty-four  tenants  held  5,548  acres — average 
valuation  £3  16s.,  i.e.,  6 d.  each  tenant. — Ninety- 
three  tenants  held  7,505  acres — average  valuation, 
£6  or  £7;  the  landlord  held  17,017  acres,  with  a 
valuation  of  £348  11s.,  49190,  49193. 


Land  would  well  repay  Cost  of  Reclamation  ; 
Refusal  of  Board  to  buy  General  Clyde's 
Estate  owing  to  lack  of  Funds. 

The  majority  of  these  large  grass  ranches  were  re- 
claimable,  fit  for  tree-planting  on  the  mountain  side  ; 
witness’s  experience  made  him  certain  that  a great 
deal  of  land  would  well  repay  the  expenditure  of 
intelligently  applied  labour  and  defray  the  co6t  of 
reclamation;  he  had  been  working  steward  for  eight 
years  on  General  Clyde’s  estate,  where  there  was 
splendid  soil  for  redLamatjilon ; the  landlord  and 
another  gentleman  had  spent  double  the  rent  they 
received  on  draining,  reclamation  and  xoad-making, 
and  had  been  repaid  for  their  expenditure ; rents 
had  been  reduced  and  there  was  no  expense  for 
labour  ; General  Clyde  had  offered  to  sell  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  hut  they  were  not  able  to 
buy  at  present  owing  to  lack  of  funds,  49191-200. 

Operations  on  General  Clyde’s  Estate  discon- 
tinued since  Passing  of  Act  of  1881. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1881  land  opera- 
tions had  been  dropped  and  no  employment  given 
on  General  Clyde’s  Estate;  the  Board  had  bought 
an  estate  of  11,000  acres,  and  had  given  much 
needed  employment,  41190,  49192-3. 

Work  of  Parish  Committee,  etc. 

The  condition  of  the  people  had  been  improved  by 
the  building  of  out-houses,  the  removal  of  cattle, 
and  so  forth,  through  the  Parish  Committee ; the 
Congested  Districts  Board  should  get  more  funds  for 
these  purposes,  and  for  the  reclamation  and  drain- 
ing of  mountains,  the  drainage  of  which  would  make 
the  climate  healthier ; the  Board  inspired  more  con- 
fidence in  Ballycroy  than  did  other  Boards,  because 
Most  Rev.  Dr.  O’Donnell  and  Father  O’Hara  were  on 
it,  49200. 
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RUTLEDGE,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 


Fishing  Industry — Pier  at  Fahy  needed. 

Witness  had  been.  told  that  there  we  sixty-seven 
boats  an  the  parish  of  Ballycroy,  and  had  there  been, 
a pier  at  Fahy,  near  Donagh,  the  people  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  better  employed  fishing  than  in 
going  to  England  and  Scotland ; disasters  in  1838 
and  1840  had.  stopped  the  fishing,  49200. 

Need  tor'  Extension  op  Board  of  Works  Loan 
System. 

Out  of  297  tenants  only  twenty,  i.e.,  those  of  £7 
valuation,  were  entitled  to  Board  of  Works  loans ; 
it  would  be  beneficial  if  those  who  owned  thirty 
acres  of  land  could  get  loans  spread  over  several 
years,  49200. 

Enlargement  of  Economic  Holdings  Advocated. 

There  was  no  chance  of  improving  conditions  in 
Ballycroy  district  unless  even  economic  holdings  of 
reclaim  ahlie  land  were  mlade  llarge  enough  to  be 
worked!  with  a plough,  49200-1. 


RUTLEDGE,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Value  of  Mayo  Estates  as  Security. 

Witness  appeared  on  heihalf  of  County  Mayo 
branch  _ of  Irish  Landowners’  Convention,  49202. — 
An  opinion  prevailed  in  Mayo  that  Mayo  estates 
were  not  high-class  security  nor  as  sound  a security 
as  estates  in  other  counties;  in  opposition  to  this 
opinion  witness  called  attention  to  tables  69  and  71, 
pages  72  and  74  in  Report  of  Irish  Land  Commis- 
sion for  period  ended  31st  March,  1906,  dealing  with 
judicial  rents  fixed  under  Land  Law  Acts  for  first 
and  second  statutory  term  from  1st  August  in  1881 
to  31st  March  in  1906,  and  from  commencement  of 
second  statutory  term  to  same  date;  witness  also 
called  attention  to  concluding  paragraph  in  section 
8,  sub -section  1 of  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881. 
dealing  with  applications  to  Land  Court  to  fix  fair 
rent ; . which  stated  that  the  gentlemen  appointed  to 
fix  'fair  rents  “ after  hearing  the  parties  and  having 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  landlord  and  tenant 
respectively,  and  considering  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  holding,  and  district,  may  determine  what 
is  such  fair  rent,”  49204,  49212. 

Average  Reduction  in  respect  to  First  Term 
Rents. 


—The  only  counties  with  a less  average  rediirtm» 
than  Mayo  were  Kildare,  141 ; KWr,?1' 
Meath,  13-9,  49218,  49222. -The  reduction  beinv  ul 
than  elsewhere,  showed  the  land  was  ormna,n°  it:' 
Cheaper,  and  in  consequence  .for  the  money  now  ad 
vanced  that  land  would  form  a better  security  tha" 
it  would  have  afforded  if  the  original  rents  had  been 
too  high,  49224.— In  witness’s  opinion  rents  in  Mayo 
had  always  been  paid  punctually,  49225._£anj. 
lord’s  rent  was  as  secure  uow  as  formerly,  49230  — 
The  smaller  the  holding  the  greater  the  number  of 
years’  purchase  for  tenant  right,  49231.— Them  was 
great  demand  for  the  small  holdings,  49232-3.— Wit- 
ness handed  in  a return  dealing  with  sales  of  tenan- 
cies in  Mayo  'County,  and  showing  h-'gh  prices  given 
for  occupation  interest  of  tenants  on  different  estates 
as  illustrating  the  security  of  rents  in  Mayo  and  the 
ease  with  wluicli  -the  security  could  be  nsaW-l 
49225-6,  49235,  49249-52.  ’ 


Prices  of  Tenancies  in  Mayo. 

The  first  case  was  of  92  years’  purchase  given  for  a 
future  tenancy  on  la  rent  of  £23  3s.  6 d.  ; the  second 
19  years’  purchase  on  ,a  rent  of  £5  in  respect  of  a 
' future  tenancy ; these  tenancies  were  determinable 
at  the  Landlord’s  avail  subject  to  a notice  to  quit,  and 
the  tenants  were  entitled  to  compensation  for  im- 
provements, 49225-9.— The  third  case  was  19  yearn' 
purchase  of  .a  judicial  tenancy  on  a rent  of  £6  15s.  • 
the  fourth  case  26^  years’  purchase  of  a judicial 
first  term  tenancy  on  a rent  of  £3  13s.  ; the  fifth 
40  years’  purchase  of  a first  term  judicial  rent  of 
£1  9s.  4 d.  ; the  sixth  36  years’  purchase  of  a first 
term  judicial  rent  of  £10  16s.  6d.,  fetching  £395 
exclusive  of  auctioneer’s  commission ; the  seventh 
was  13  years’  purchase  of  a first  term  rent  of 
£2  10s. ; the  eighth  102g  years’  purchase  of  a 
tenancy  from  year  to  year  at  a rent  of  £2,  'being 
£205  in  addition  to  auctioneer’s  commission,  49230, 
49233. — This  last  case  was  .a  holding  without  any 
building,  hut  adjoining  purchaser's  holding ; it 
showed  the  competition  and  market  value  of  the 
land  as  apart  from  its  true  value,  49238-9,  49243.— 
Purchaser  had  9 acres  31  perches,  and  bought  9 
acres,  49245-6. — This  was  a cash  transaction,  49248. 
— The  ninth  case  was  83g  years’  purchase  for  a 
tenancy  determinable  at  will ; witness  thought  pur- 
chaser was  not  actuated  by  other  considerations  than 
intrinsic  value  of  the  property,  49240-1. — It  was  near 
purchaser’s  holding  and  half  a mile  from  the  town, 
/vri  ' — ^le  Purchaser  paid  with  his  own  money, 
49244. — The  two  'last  cases  were  of  ordinary  small 
holdings,  49242. 


Properties  in  Mayo  must  have  been  let  oil  more 
reasonable  terms  than  those  in  other  Irish  counties, 
as  the  tables  showed  the  average  reduction  for  all 
Ireland  m respect  to  first  term  rents  was  20'7  and 
for  Co.  Mojo  only  191,  49204.  —Average  reduction 
i”  Provinoo  of  Munster  22-1 ; in  Leinster,  20-1 : 
m Ulster,  197 ; m Connaught,  21'0 ; the  only  coun- 
*fT™'  a '5s  ™rm  redudtiou  ttam  Mayo,  were 
17'5'  King’s  County 
18  4,  Westmeath,  17-8;  Meath,  18-9;  and  in  Ulster 
there  was  Antrim  18-7;  Down,  19;  Fermanagh, 
18  4 Londonderry,  18-6,  4920S-8.— Witness’s  ar|u! 
ment  assumed  there  was  a fined  and  settled  principle 
of  valuation  of  land,  font  he  admitted  that  the  evi- 
dence was  that  there  had  been  no  fined  principle  of 
volnatmn,  4ffi09.ll._He  assumed  that  i/fiS  fair 

If  %S£Z°?  w 'he“  t*l™.<>f  aI1  cinnruIZ. 

49212?  H?  “■  Poor  district, 

rente  h,7hL—  f I?"ts  !”  Ma?“'  “>»>«  of 
rents  had  been _ put  on  reclamation  made  bv  tenant*- 

°»  'he  pL-er  land', 

whg  was  supposed  to  foe  very  low,  49216,  49219 

Average  Kebuctioe  roa  Seco™  Teem  Keeps 
Average  redaction  for  second  term  rents  fined  under 
, Acte  , down  to  March  5l“  1*6  ™ 

' Proving  Afwd'  .nd  for  M‘'l7°  ft  wee  only  15.5  : in 
Province  of  Munster  average  reduction  was  18T  : in 

“ Provinces  of  Leiiu 
ster,  16  8 , m Province  of  Ulster,  227,  49218,  49222. 


Present  Security — Six  Estates  in  Mayo. 

,Ae  question  of  present  security,  witness 
handed  in  .a  return  dealing  with  six  estates  in  con- 
gested districts;  there  were  1,215  tenants;  the 
average  gross  yearly  rent  on  the  aggregate  for  ten 
years  was  £6,313  4s.  Id.,  being  just  over  £5  per 
tenant  per  year ; the  average  collection  for  the  ten 
, Waf  £6,357  2s.  lie?.,  including  arrears, 
49252-3.— -Arrears  were  still  being  paid  off ; the 
punctual  payment  of  rent  on  these  estates  as  shown 
by  a return  showed  the  integrity  of  the  tenants, 
•winch  was  itself  excellent  security,  49268-9. — In  es- 
nooK  V0,  A arrears  on  1st  November,  1905,  were 
±-225  8s.  10S.  ; average  rental  of  this  estate  for  ten 
was  £1,097  2s.  5 d.,  and  the  average  collection 
£1,100  12s.  5d.  ; average  rent  from  each  tenant  was 
under  £4  per  year ; on  estate  No.  2 average  rental 
3s-  2d.,  collection  during  ten  years 
^S'  49254. — Three- fourths  of  tenants 

on  these  estates  were  migratory  labourers;  90  per 
cent,  of  the  rents  were  pa"d  in  gold  which  must  have 
con|e  from  England,  49255-7.— ’fiiese  tenants  retained 
lineir  Holdings  merely  as  residences,  49258.— On  No.  3 
estate  average  rental  for  ten  years  was  £651  Is.  3 d. ; 
tenants  paid  £670  17s.  5d.,  49265. 

Terms  of  Purchase  offered  by  Landlords. 

Witness  handed  in  a return  taken  from  a Blue 
Uook  dealing,  with-  untenanted  lands  oh  estates  of 
winch  he  was  agent  and  whose  landlords  were  willing 
to  dispose  of  them  as  well  -as  of  the  tenanted  lands 
belonging  to  the  same  owners';  for  these  lands  the 
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RUTLEDGE,  Me.  THOMAS — continued. 

owners  would  accept  a capital  sum,  which  after 
transaction  was  completed  and  all  expenses  paid, 
■would,  if  invested  at  3J,  per  cent.,  yield  the  land- 
lord the  net  income  he  had  before  the  sale,  49269-75. 
— This  sum  would  not  be  in  addition  to  a bonus, 
49276. — Witness  had  sold  a few  estates,  and  in  so 
-doing  had  endeavoured  to  arrive  at  a price  that 
•would  secure  the  landlord  his  net  income,  49277-8. — 
Landlords  would  have  no  objection  to  submitting 
their  books  to  Estates  Commissioners  or  •Congested 
Districts  Board,  49279-82.— This  would  not  he  the 
same  as  giving  an  account  of  the  net  income  under 
which  the  Income  Tax  was  paid  ; Income  Tax  should 
be  assessed  on  the  Government  valuation  less  one- 
eighth  deducted  under  the  Finance  Acts,  49283. — In 
the  case  of  mortgages,  when  the  interest  on  the 
mortgage  was  more  than  3£  per  cent.,  the  price  put 
down  to  secure  the  net  income  would  not  include 
deduction  of  interest  on  the  mortgage;  mortgages 
were  a personal  matter  between  the  landlord  and  his 
creditors,  49284. — If  the  interest  on  mortgages  were 
taken  into  the  calculation  there  would  be  danger  of 
injustice  to  the  remainder  man  in  the  case  of  mort- 
gages on  life  estates,  49285-6. — In  the  case  of  the 
mortgage  of  the  fee  of  an  estate,  it  was  true  that 
where  a man  was  paying  five  per  cent,  interest  on 
a mortgage  and  agreed  to  pay  off  that  mortgage  he 
saved  on  the  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  if  the  3£ 
per  cent,  interest  were  calculated  without  taking 
this  fact  into  consideration,  the  actual  net  receipt 
would  be  over-estimated  by  the  difference  between 
per  cent,  and  the  amount  paid  on  the  mortgage, 
49286. — Arrears  of  rent  were  a personal  debt ; if  the 
landlord  were  tenant  for  life  of  the  estate  the  arrears 
must  either  be  paid  or  be  added  to  the  purchase 
money,  49288. — Witness  did  not  see  much  difficulty 
about  arrears,  49290. — 'Witness  had  never  added  nor 
heard  of  the  addition  of  more  than  a year  or  two 
to  tire  purchase  money,  49291-2. — In  arriving  at  net 
income  the  landlord  would  have  to  show  the  average 
receipts  of  rent  within  .a  term  of  years,  49294. — The 
arrears  therefore  would  really  disappear  as  the  net 
income  would  be  considered  as  far  as  it  had  been 
collected ; this  was  so  far  as  getting  at  the  capital 
sum  was  concerned,  but  the  arrears  would  still  be 
the  landlords,  49295. — The  net  income  of  the  land- 
lord would  be  calculated  as  the  gross  income,  less  -the 
expenses  of  collection,  49313-8. — (By  net  income  wit- 
ness meant  the  profits  of  the  lands  for  the  owners 
in  ordinary  cases  after  allowing  for  poor  rate  and 
for  head  rent  as  wall  as  tithe  rent-charge  and  other 
Government  charges  together  with  expenses  of 
management ; to  pay  off  those  charges  the  landlord 
must  receive  a capital  sum  out  of  the  purchase 
money,  49322. — As  ,a  rule  the  landlord  would  have 
only  a life  interest  in  his  estate ; if  uncollected  rents 
were  not  included  in  calculating  the  net  income  of 
an  estate  the  rights  of  the  remainder-man  would  be 
infringed,  49308,  49315-7. — Arrears  must  be  settled 
for  before  the  signature  of  the  purchase  .agreement ; 
after  the  signature  the  Act  of  Parliament  cancelled 
them  ; as  long  as  the  purchase  agreement  was  pend- 
ing the  landlord  could  never  sue  the  tenant  for  rent, 
49319-22. — In  disposing  of  untenanted  lands  land- 
lords were  disposing  of  their  valuable  occupation 
interest  and  receiving  nothing  for  it ; if  they  turned 
these  lands  into  tenancies  they  would  receive  large 
sums  for  occupation  rights,  49322,  49325-6. — If  the 
Department  decided  to  let  grass  lands  at  a less  figure 
than  would  recoup  the  expenditure  in  .acquiring  those 
lands  the  State  must  bridge  the  difference ; the  bonus 
did  not  do  this  and  was  eaten  into  by  legal  ex- 
penses, 49322-4,  49335. — In  estates  with  which  wit- 
ness was  concerned  there  was  no  difficulty  in  proving 
a landlord’s  net  income  from  untenanted  land  ; in 
some  other  cases  there  would  be  difficulty,  49327-8. — 
On  grass  lands  divided  into  holdings  by  the  owner 
the  holders  would  be  that  owner’s  tenants,  49329. — 
Witness  had  known  instances  since  1881  of  owners 
thus  breaking  up  grass  lands  and  letting  them  in 
small  divisions  to  adjoining  tenants,  49331-3— 
Witness  did  not  contemplate  this  being  done  on  a 
large  scale ; it  was  a great  mistake  it  had  not  been 
done,  49334-5. 

COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  UNNECESSARY. 

Congestion  problems  in  'Mayo  could  be  solved  with- 
out compulsion  if  landlords  received  for  their  land 
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a sum  which  invested  at  3^  per  cent,  would  give 
them  their  net  income,  49381-5,  49389.-jCompulsion 
generally  produced  dissatisfaction,  49385-9. 

Congested  Districts  Board. 

Witness  thought  Congested.  Districts  Board  should 
meet  more  frequently,  49335-40,  49346,  49359-60— 
Witness  had  done  business  with  Board,  49357. — He 
had  knowledge  of  Board’s  work,  49370.— He  had  seen 
work  of  Estates  Commissioners  on  Olanmorris  Es- 
tate, 49371. — -He  thought  Board  should  continue 
their  work  because  of  their  previous  success,  49372-3. 
— Board  should  consist  partly  of  members  represen- 
tative of  each  county,  49342,  49361-3— There  might 
be  sub-committees  of  Board  dealing  with  each  county, 
49344.— -The  principle  of  nominating  members  should 
be  retained  and  Board’s  powers  extended,  49349-50— 
Board  might  act  through  a 'Committee  of  their  own 
body,  49351-2. — Board  should  continue  .and  act  inde- 
pendently of  all  parties  ; it  was  at  present  indepen- 
dent of  the  Estates  and  Land  Commissions,  49352a-4. 

Board  should  be  paid,  49355. — An  elective  system 
would  probably  not  result  as  was  suggested  in  re- 
moval of  members  of  Board  after  a oouple  of  years’ 
work,  49364-6.— Board  should  have  more  money 
placed  at  its  disposal  by  the  Exchequer,  49366,  49367. 

Drainage. 

Government  should  undertake  a large  scheme  of 
arterial  drainage  in  County  Mayo,  49366. — A good 
drainage  system  would  improve  the  yield  of  very 
small  farms  but  not  necessarily  -to  the  benefit  of  the 
workers,  as  tillage  on  a large  scale  had  failed  in 
Mayo,  49374-80. — iSea  fisheries  should  be  further 
assisted  by  railway  extension  and  building  of  more 
piers,  49366. 

Documents  put  in  by  Mr.  Thomas  Butledge. 
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B.  — Sales  of  Tenants’  Interests  on  Estates  man- 

aged by  Witness, 194 

C.  — Table  showing  average  rental  and  average 

rent  collected  during  ten  years  on  six 
typical  Estates, 194 

D.  — Urdenanted  Lunds  managed  by  Witness,  . 195 

B.— Holdings  of  Tenants  sold  on  Estate  of  the 

Marquis  of  Sligo, 195 


LYONS,  Very  Rev.  Canon. 


Distrust  of  Royad  (Commissions. 

Royal  Commissions  did  not  command  confidence, 
as  the  reports  of  several  had  remained  without  re- 
sults ; however,  the  present  Commission  should  have 
a fair  chance,  49397-400. 

Congested  Districts  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  might  have  done 
splendid  work,  but  it  had  been  poorly  financed  and 
had  not  satisfied  the  people;  in  witness’s  palish 
eighty  new  houses  had  been  built  on  untenanted 
land  cut  up  ; but  outside  their  mearings  were  people 
in  a state  of  congestion  looking  on  and  dissatisfied; 
congestion  about  Castlebar  was  very  bad,  49401. — 
On  this  estate  Board  had  been  draining  as  well  as 
building  houses,  etc.,  for  two  years ; some  of  the 
tenants  had  their  patches  in  twenty  places  ; £3  was 
the  average  rental,  and  tenants  went  to  England  to 
earn  money,  49402. — The  land  was  not  striped ; 
Board  had  not  done  their  work  thoroughly,  49403-4: 
— 40,000  people  had  left  the  country  since  Commis- 
sion began  its  sittings ; 120,000  would  be  gone  before 
legislation  was  effected ; the  country  was  bleeding 
to  death,  49405. 

Urgent  Need  for  Purchase  of  Land  in  Connaught. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  purchase  and 
distribute  land  promptly  before  despair  had  driven 
people  from  the  country;  if  Board  had  power  and 
money  congestion  could  be  dealt  with  in  a few  years 
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49424-9. — If  some  authority  bought  out  all  Con- 
naught, that  would  give  the  people  hope,  and  they 
would  be  content  to  wait  till  the  work  of  division  was 
completed,  49430,  49443,  49450,  49478-82.— The  whole 
province  of  Connaught  should  be  scheduled,  and  every 
district  where  there  were  twenty  families  living  on 
uneconomic  holdings  should  be  considered  congested, 
and  the  holdings  augmented  from'  the  nearest  land 
available,  49447-9. — It  was  too  late  to  stop  the.  young 
men  and  women  from  emigrating,  but  if  holdings  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty  acres  were  provided  a tenant 
could  educate  his  children,  give  the  land  to  one  son, 
and  scrape  a fortune  for  his  daughter;  the  rest  of 
the  family  would  emigrate,  49431-3. — Owing  to  the 
price  of  produce,  the  land  could  not  support  all  the 
children  unless  Free  Trade  were  abolished ; decline  in 
Ireland’s  population  was  due  to  lack  of  good  govern- 
ment and  to  Free  Trade;  Ireland  should  govern  her- 
self or  be  governed  as  a Crown  Colony,  49434.— Wit- 
ness’s parish  contained  congested  estates,  without 
untenanted  land,  and  estates  with  tenanted  and  un- 
tenanted land,  but  the  landlord  would  not  sell ; 
Sir  Henry  Lynch  Blosse  had  an  estate  in  the  parish 
containing  three  thousand  to  four  thousand  acres  of 
grazing  land  which  he  would  sell  to  the  Board,  49406, 
49408. — Sir  Henry  was  negotiating  with  Board,  but 
there  was  a difficulty  over  money,  49407-7a. — It  would 
be  a great  pity  if  Board,  whose  work  had  had  such 
good  results,  did  not  buy  this  estate  and  use  the 
untenanted  land  for  migration  purposes,  49409-11. — 
Whoever  undertook  the  migration  work,  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  should  have  a voice  in  the  matter, 
because  the  time  at  which  land  was  transferred  from 
landlord  to  tenants  was  the  appropriate  moment  for 
starting  agricultural  schools,  49412. — In  regard  to 
purchase  of  this  estate  the  tenants  should  be  con- 
sulted, but  this  would  be  better  done  privately  than 
at  a public  meeting,  49413-20,  49422,  49456-9. — A 
simple  form  of  transfer  of  land  was  desirable ; land- 
lords should  be  compelled  to  sell  and  be  given  their 
net  income,  but  of  this  the  tenant  should  be  called 
on  to  pay  only  what  he  was  able,  the  State  supply- 
ing the  rest  out  of  the  £3,000,000  a year  of  over- 
taxation, 49422. — Grass  land,  3,000  acres  in  extent, 
existed  in  Mayo  Abbey,  most  of  it  being  in  Castle- 
knockan  parish ; there  was  less  in  Turlough  parish, 
but  a large  tract  lay  close  to  that  parish;  Turlough 
parish  was  not  congested;  the  Board  had  works  in 
Mullagh,  but  there  they  had  brought  in  people 
from  Partry,  which  had  displeased  the  local 
congested  people,  49436-7.— In  Kilmaine  barony 
there  was  a great  deal  of  grass  land;  most 
of  the  Mayo  parishes  had  sufficient  grass 
land  to  relieve  congestion,  49439. — Migrants 
should  be  placed  on  land  with  whose  character  they 
were  acquainted,  49440. — Achill  people  would  not  do 
very  well  in  Mayo,  49444-5.— All  uneconomic  hold- 
ings should  be  enlarged  before  the  sons  of  tenants 
were  provided  foT,  49451-5. 

Estates  Commissioners. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  buy  untenanted 
land  in  preference  to  Estates  Commissioners;  the 
latter  should  buy  in  counties  where  there  was  no  con- 
gestion ; Estates  Commissioners  had  done  nothing  on 
the  Clanmorris  Estate,  49423-4,  49461-5.— Witness 

did  not  reflect  on  Estates  Commissioners,  49460. 

Congested  Districts  Board  built  houses,  etc.,  on  es- 
tates they  purchased;  Estates  Commissioners  merely 
marked  out  t.he  land  and  paid  the  tenants  to  do  the 
work  on  it,  49466-77. 
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Status  of  Witness. 

nYJS™  Chairman  of  Castlebar  Rural  Distric 
Council,  49483.— His  evidence  was  derived  from  pei 
sona!  experience,  49532,  49536.-As  Chairman  of  ih 

SStt  SsS* he  ™ * *» 

Congestion  tn  Castlebar  Rural  District. 

Castlebar  Rural  District  contained  140,640  acre* 

Stodal+ftfciin‘ixeing  £42,598;  Population  was  23.33J 
rated  at  £1  a.  per  person ; 4,424  of  the  holding 
were  under  £5  valuation  • 367  of  the  holdings  had  ^ 


valuation  over  £15,  and  occupied  36,502  acres,  giving 
an  average  of  100  acres  each;  in  1841  the  population 
of  the  Union  was  61,043,  and  in  1891  it  was  28  921 
49486.— The  holdings  under  £5  could  not  support  a 
family  in  comfort;  the  average  stock  on  such  a hold- 
ing was  one  cow  and  two  calves,  not  exceeding  a year 
old,  as  well  as  a couple  of  pigs  and  a donkey,  49486- 
93. — All  able-bodied  men  and  boys  migrated  to  Eng- 
land, where  they  earned  about  £7  each  per  annum- 
women  and  children  worked  the  farms;  one  man  had 
a family  of  nine  to  support  on  a holding  of  an  acre  of 
arable  land  and  three  of  cut-away  bog ; non-scheduled 
divisions  in  this  district  were  often  worse  than 
scheduled  ones ; for  instance,  on  the  Brabazon  Estate 
in  Ballyhean  division,  eleven  families  lived  on  a 
valuation  of  £29,  whilst  in  the  same  division  twenty 
persons  owned  2,032  acres;  Brabazon  tenants  had  to 
travel  five  miles  for  turf  and  five  miles  to  sow  con- 
acre  potatoes,  49495. 

Run-dale  System. 

The  rundale  system  was  greatly  responsible  for 
failures  of  crops;  in  rundale  estates  the  same  stripes 
had  to  be  tilled  for  a lifetime;  in  Clonfert  village 
fifteen  holdings  were  held  in  rundale,  one  of  them 
consisting  of  3 acres  20  perches,  in  seventeen  divi- 
sions, and  another  of  3 acres  2 roods,  in  thirteen 
divisions,  while  a third  holding  of  six  acres  was  in 
twenty-three  divisions,  49493. — The  Brabazon  Estate 
was  not  scheduled  because  of  the  high  valuation  of 
the  grazing  land,  49495-8. — It  was  in  Ballyhady  elec- 
toral division,  49500. — Clonfert  village  was  in  Clon- 
keen  electoral  division,  which  was  scheduled,  49494-5, 
49498. — Clonkeen  contained'  118  holdings  under  £4 
valuation,  49499. — The  rent  of  these  rundale  estates 
had  been  in  most  cases  fixed  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners, who  pointed  out  the  different  stripes,  49501-2. 
— Within  witness’s  knowledge,  the  land  had  always 
been  under  rundale  management ; in  some  cases  the 
landlord  never  saw  the  estate,  49503-4. — If  the  estates 
were  re-arranged  they  would  be  unlikely  to  return 
to  rundale,  as  the  people  now  recognised  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  system,  49505-6. — Parish  Committees' 
work  in  congested  areas  was  hampered  by  tenants’ 
unwillingness  to  make  improvements  pending  sale  of 
rundale  estates;  the  removal  of  a dung-heap  from 
the  near  neighbourhood  of  a house  was  rendered  diffi- 
cult by  the  small  amount  of  ground  immediately  at- 
tached to  the  house,  49509-12. 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

Few  sales  under  Land  Purchase  Acts  had  taken 
place  in  Castlebar  Rural  District,  landlords  gene- 
rally demanding  such  prices  as  24  years’  purchase 
on  first  and  26  years’  on  second  term  rents;  pro- 
perties for  which  26  years’  purchase  were  asked  were 
similar  in  character  to  the  Fitzallan-Hope  property, 
which  was  sold  under  Ashbourne  Act  in  1900  for  16 
years’  purchase ; there  had  been  no  single  failure  to 
meet  the  annuities  on  the  Fitzallan-Hope  Estate, 
49509, — In  some  cases  landlords  refused  to  sell  these 
estates  at  any  price,  so  that  compulsory  powers  would 
be  necessary  to  effect  purchase,  49513-5. — Tenants 
should  not  pay  higher  prices  than  they  could  afford, 
and  the  rest  of  the  sum  required  to  secure  the  land- 
lord against  loss  should  be  made  up  by  the  State, 
49526-31. 


Drainage. 

Drainage  was  a crying  need  in  Castlebar  Rural 
District  owing  to  the  floods ; but  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  done  good  work  there  regarding  arterial 
drainage,  49506-7. — The  Arterial  Drainage  Commis- 
sion had  held  no  sitting  in  the  district,  nor  examined 
witnesses  on  behalf  of  any  of  the  tenants  there, 
though  they  sent  some  evidence  from  Mayo,  49507-9. 

Stall-feeding  Cattle  on  Small  Holdings. 

Witness  was  a practical  farmer,  holding  about  100' 
acres,  with  valuation  of  £45,  and  rent  about  the 
same,  49484-6. — He  tilled  eight  or  nine  acres  of  his 
farm,  but  not  the  same  part  every  year,  and  he 
observed  a rotation  of  crops,  49537-42.— The  system 
of  cultivation  among  small  farmers  could  be  improved 
by  drainage  and  by  liming  the  soil,  and  so  forth, 
49543. — Lime  abounded  in  the  district,  49546.— £&' 
holders  usually  disposed  of  their  cattle  to  graziers, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  IX. 


503 


HIGGINS,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 

49547-9. — On  improved  holdings  the  cattle  could  be 
kept  till  ready  for  fattening  by  the  Leinster  men, 
as,  with  more  tilling,  more  stall-feeding  would  be 
possible;  thus  the  need  for  the  grazier  as  a middle- 
man would  be  done  away  with,  49550,  49561-2,  49580- 
3. — Such  small  holders  as  still  remained  when  the 
grazing  land  had  been  divided  could  pass  on  their 
cattle  to  their  better-off  neighbours  instead,  of  to  a 
grazier,  49552-60. — When  grazing  lands  were  broken 
up  a new  market  would  arise,  and  dealings  be  direct 
with  Englishmen,  49617-8. — At  present  witness  dealt 
chiefly  with  Scotch  buyers,  49619-20. — Witness,  on  his 
100-acre  farm,  with  50  acres  in  grass,  could  fatten 
most  of  his  cattle  himself,  49563-7. — He  had  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-five  head  of  cattle  on  his  holding, 
about  five  being  bred  on  the  holding  in  the  year,  and 
the  rest  bought,  49563-7,  49569-72. — His  cattle  were 
stall-fed  in  winter,  a system  which  would  be  greatly 
followed  if  the  people  had  the  grazing  lands,  49568. 
— Fattening  on  the  grazing  lands  was  not  generally 
possible  in  County  Mayo,  49573-5. — Witness  kept  his 
cattle  three  years  and  then  put  them  in  the  stall  to 
fatten;  this  system  paid  him,  49576-9. — On  £10  hold- 
ings a few  beasts  could  be  fattened  every  year  at  a 
greater  profit  than  selling  stores  could  bring,  and  the 
system  would  improve  the  land,  49591-5. — On  an  ave- 
rage a £10  holding  on  ordinary  land  would  repre- 
sent about  five  acres  of  tillage,  supporting  ten  beasts 
and  fattening  two  or  three,  49597-600,  49616. — Holders 
of  £10  farms  sometimes  stall-fed  cattle,  but  such  £10 
economic  holdings  were  rare  in  Castlebar  district, 
49614-5. — 100  acres  of  grazing  land  carried  thirty  or 
forty  cattle ; broken  up  into  farms  of  five  acres,  under 
a system  of  mixed  farming,  they  would  carry  50  per 
cent,  more,  49610-3. — Witness  lived  entirely  by  his 
holding,  49606. — He  grew  a good  deal  of  wheat  and 
used  it  for  fattening  cattle,  49608. — If  grass  lands 
were  used  as  he  used  his  holding  new  occupiers  could 
earn  a fair  livelihood  out  of  the  land,  49609. 

Saxes  of  Tenants’  Interests. 

Small  holders  in  Castlebar  Rural  District  were  gene- 
rally in  debt  to  shops,  49584-90. — Extravagant  prices 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Rutledge  as  given  for  occupation 
interest  were  not  paid  by  persons  whose  income  was 
exclusively  derived  from  land,  but  by  returned  emi- 
grants or  pensioners  or  shopkeepers ; within  the  last 
ten  years,  on  a property  for  which  Mr.  Rutledge  was 
agent,  two  tenants’  interests  had  been  sold,  one  to 
witness  for  4£  years’  purchase  of  the  rental,  and 
another  for  a fraction*  over  six,  49704-7. — A holding 
purchased  by  witness  adjoined  his  own  farm,  and 
was  bought  to  enlarge  the  farm,  49708-10. 


M 'DONALD,  Rev.  MICHAEL. 


Westport  Parish. 

Witness  attended  on  behalf  of  Westport  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council ; he  was  the  Archbishop’s  administrator 
in  Westport,  and  represented  him  for  that  district ; 
witness’s  remarks  mainly  applied  to  Wesport  parish 
of  which  he  was  in  charge,  and  also  applied  to  sur- 
rounding parishes ; Westport  parish  contained  622 
agricultural  tenants,  who  paid  a total  rent  of  £3,321 
0s.  3ti.j ; and  had  a total  valuation  of  £3,150 
8s.  5 d. ; and  had  a total  valuation  of  £3,150  8s.  d.  ; 
land  in  Westport  parish  was  generally  wet  and  cold 
and  unproductive ; some  of  the  tenants  were  too  poor 
to  effect  improvements,  even  with  the  aid  of  Parish 
Committees'  grants,  but  were  said  to  be  very  regular 
in  paying  their  rents ; in  a single  year  £6,898  19s. 
were  received  by  the  622  families  from  1,343  of  their 
members,  who  were  abroad ; neighbouring  parishes 
were  in  a condition  similar  to  that  of  Westport, 
49621-2,  49624. — Witness’s  figures  were  obtained  from 
personal  enquiry  of  parishioners,  49623-4. — Enlarge- 
ment of  holdings  and  migration  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other  the  development  of  fisheries  were  what 
was  needed,  49629. 

Congested  Districts  Board’s  neglect  of  Local 
Suggestions. 

There  should  ibe  some  one  on  Congested  Districts 
Board  with  special  knowledge  of  the  vast  and  poor 
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area  between  Slyne  Head  in  Galway  and  Belmullet 
in  North  Mayo,  which  was  at  present  neglected  be- 
cause no  one  on  the  Board  understood  its  needs, 
49626-7,  49630:43. — Board  might  in  certain  cases  adopt 
local  suggestion  ; in  erecting  houses  on  the  Bingham 
Estate  at  Gloshpatrick,  convenient  to  the  sea  at  Clew 
Bay,  Board  had  refused  to  add  to  each  house  an 
extra  large  room  for  letting  purposes,  which  would 
have  assisted  the  development  of  the  neighbourhood 
as  a seaside  resort,  49643  5,  49663. — If  Board  had 
built  an  extra  room,  and  added  cost  of  that  room  to 
annuity,  the  case  might  have  been  met,  49655. — A 
slip  built  by  the  Board  in  the  island  of  Aran,  at  a. 
spot  other  than  that  suggested  by  the  local  people, 
had  been  swept  away  by  what  in  Aran  was  called  a 
slight  breeze,  49664-7. — Natives  from  their  know- 
ledge of  currents  were  better  able  to  judge  of  a site 
for  a pier  than  a visiting  engineer,  49668-9. 

Harbour  needed  in  Clew  Bat. 

Between  Belmulleti  in  Mayo  and  Cleggan  in  Gal- 
way, there  was  no  safe  harbour  for  fishing  boats  in 
bad  weather ; there  should  be  on©  in  Clew  Bay, 
49670. — Collapse  of  the  Inislyre  project  was  attri- 
buted by  newspapers  to  the  refusal  of  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  to  contribute  the  requisite 
quota,  49671. — Money  for  the  marine  grant  had  been 
earmarked  for  Inislyre,  49674. — Mayo  County  Coun- 
cil agreed  to  assist  by  a rate  for  a couple  of  years, 
49676. — Congested  Districts  Board  was  giving  one- 
tenth  of  the  expenditure,  49677. — The  project  should 
be  taken  up  by  some  sympathetic  Board,  49678. — 
Witness  thought  Government  was  not  in  earnest 
about  the  Inislyre  project,  49679. 

Clare  Island’s  need  of  a Telegraph. 

In  Clare  Island,  which  had  for  years  been  the 
property  of  Congested  Districts  Board,  lack  of  tele- 
graphic communication  often  prevented  the  islanders 
from  disposing  of  their  fish  when  caught,  49679, 
49689. — The  distance  from  Clare  Island  to  the  main- 
land was  three  miles,  49681.— The  Post  Office  had 
been  approached  on  the  subject  of  a cable  to  Clare 
Island,  but  without  result,  49682-3. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  helped  with  the  cable  to  Aran,  49684. 

A good  landing  place  in  Clare  Island  would  be 
very  expensive,  49686.— If  there  were  a telegraph  to 
Clare  Island,  and  no  landing  place,  the  small  boats 
from  Clare  Island  could  take  fish  to  meet  the  large 
boats  from  Westport,  etc.,  and  the  large  boats  could 
take  the  fish  to  the  railways,  49690,  49701-3. — Much 
had  been  already  don©  for  Clare  Island,  but  Conges- 
ted Districts  Board  having  stood  sponsor  for  it  should 
supply  this  crying  need  for  a telegraph,  49692-7. — 
Witness  had  no  connection  with  the  island  beyond 
being  in  its  neighbourhood,  49698.— There  was  good 
land  in  Clare  Island,  but  the  fishing  was  necessary  to 
enable  the  islanders  to  live,  49699. — The  land  round 
the  island  was  proverbially  good  fishing  ground. 


M’NAMARA,  Mr.  A. 


Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  a district  Councillor  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Irish  League,  49711. — He  was  a 
farmer  holding  about  thirty-four  Irish  acres,  with 
rent  and  valuation  about  £12  8s.  each,  49743-7. — Part 
of  his  farm  was  on  the  shore  and  part  was  island. 
49748. 

Killeen  Parish. 

The  half-parish  of  Killeen  was  very  congested  and 
large  part  of  the  tenanted  portion  was  held  in  run- 
dale  ; in  some  of  the  townlands  valuation  was  less 
than  £2  per  holding;  most  of  the  tenants  were  de- 
pendent on  extraneous  assistance,  mostly  from  rela- 
tives in  America,  49711.— Tenants  of  the  small  hold- 
ings generally  went  to  England  for  the  harvest.  49712- 
5. — Marquis  of  Sligo  was  the  principal  landowner ; 
in  1901  the  Marquis  offered  this  and  other  property 
3 x 
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to  Congested.  Districts  Board  at  eighteen  years’  pur- 
chase, which  Board  thought  too  high ; after  passing 
of  Land  Act  of  1903  he  was  requested  to  sell  to 
Board  by  "Westport  District  Council,  but  did  not  do 
so,  49415-6. — Houston  grazing  ranch,  containing 
24,762  acres,  adjoined  this  congested  district,  and 
four  years  ago  Board  purchased  the  best  portion  of 
this  ranch  from  the  Earl  of  Lucan ; Board  had.  been 
several  times  requested  by  the  District  Council  and 
United  Irish  League  to  begin  distributing  land ; 
Board  did  not  answer  till  two  months  ago,  when  they 
said  the  land  was  leased  last  summer,  49716-20. — If 
Board  had  made  repeated  ineffectual  offers  to  the 
lessee  of  this  land,  that  fact  would  strengthen  the 
case  for  compulsion,  49722-3. — Only  16,000  acres  of 
the  ranch  were  purchased  by  Board ; the  Marquis  of 
Sligo  held  the  rest  on  eleven  months’  system,  49723-4. 
— The  Marquis’s  portion  contained  some  excellent  til- 
lage land  in  the  Louisburgh  district,  south  of  West- 
port,  49726-7. — Most  of  the  evictions  from  this  land 
took  place  in  1848,  49728. 


Help  Industry  on  Marquis  of  Sligo’s  Estate. 


Kelp  industry  brought  considerable  earnings  to 
tenants  till  1907,  when  the  price  of  kelp  fell  from 
£4  10s.  to  £3  10s.,  one-fifth  of  the  price  was  claimed 
by  the  Marquis ; this  claim  was  unjust,  because  the 
seaweed  did  not  grow  on  the  foreshore,  but  drifted  in 
from  the  Atlantic ; the  Marquis’s  claim  was  probably 
derived  from  the  fact  that  the  weed  was  collected  on 
the  foreshore ; the  seaweed  was  valueless  unless  manu- 
factured into  kelp  within  four  or  five  days  of  land- 
ing, 49728-31. — Witness  believed  the  Marquis  had  a 
definite  right  to  the  foreshore,  49732-4. — The  land 
was  rented  down  to  high  water  mark,  and  tenants 
not  owning  land  near  the  shore  had  to  pay  the  Mar- 
quis for  a place  on  which  to  dry  the  seaweed ; cart- 
ing to  the  kelp  store  cost  5a.  per  ton  ; after  deducting 
carriage  and  royalty  the  tenant  made  only  £2  11s.  ; 
at  this  price  the  industry  would  probably  die  out ; 
the  amount  of  kelp  made  in  1907  was  only  half  that 
made  in  1906,  49734-5. — At  one  time  kelp  fetched  £7 
a ton  ; up  to  last  year  it  fetched  £6  10s.,  49736.— If  a 
pier  were  built  at  Bunlough  Point,  kelp  could  be 
shopped  to  Ronagh,  instead  of  being  carted  seven 
miles  to  a kelp-store,  49748-51. — Kelp  was  taken  to 
Glasgow  or  London  by  steamer  from  Ronagh,  49752-3. 
— The  seaweed  was  shipped  half -burned,  49724. 


Fishing  on  Mayo  Coast. 

A pier  for  fishing  and  for  landing  cattle  was 
needed  at  Bunlough  Point,  and  would  enable  the 
people  to  earn  a good  deal  by  fishing ; Congested 
Districts  Board  had  been  several  times  memorialised 
on  this  subject,  49736.  49741.— There  was  excellent 
lobster  and  mackerel  fishing  ground  on  Mayo  coast, 
and  lobsters  were  taken  thence  by  Connemara  boats 
and  landed  at  Connemara  and  Achill,  49736-9. 


Cases  of  Tenants  of  Congested  Districts  Boare 

NOT  BENEFITED  BY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

°n  estates  purchased  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
the  old  rent  was  charged  till  the  estate  was  re- 
settled ; this  was  so  on  the  Jones’s  Estate  and  part 
of  the  Lucan  Estate,  49753,  49755,  49760-1  49763-- 
Where  the  Board  gave  the  tenant  no  other  advan- 
tages he  should  receive  a reduction  of  rent,  49758-9.— 
It  would  be  the  same  thing  if  he  had  some  advantages 
on  the  occasion  of  the  sale,  49762. — It  was  sometimes 
six  or  seven  years  before  an  estate  purchased  by 
Board  was  sold  to  the  tenants;  tenants  should  get 
an  immediate  reduction  in  preportion  to  the  annuities 
they  would  have  to  pay  if  they  bought  direct  through 
the  Land  Commission ; when  purchases  were  made 
direct  through  Land  Commission  the  immediate  re- 
the*-  W64-8— Ties,  argumeafc, 
referred  to  the  better-off  tenants  who  might  have  pre- 
hS6*'  pSchMe  th,rough  the  Land  Commission  but 
had  given  the  poor  tenant  an  opportunity  to  obtain 
an  enlargement  to  his  holding,  49769.— Twentv-five 
yearn  ago  the  Marquis  of  Sligo  offered  the  Killeen 
estate  to  the  tenants  at  eighteen  years’  purchase  but 
it  was  agreed  at  a meeting  that  this  arrangement 


would  leave  most  of  the  people  as  badly  off  as 
and  the  better-off  tenants  agreed  to  let  the  sale  rf’ 
out  until  the  grazing  land  was  distributed  49770  _ 
Better-off  tenants  were  not  always  benefited  even  'JT 
such  works  as  arterial  drainage,  which  did  not  ei 
any  advantage  to  high-lying  lands,*  49772-4.  ®'Ve 


KENNY,  Mr.  P.  D. 


Scientific  Reclamation  of  Bog-land. 

Witness  had  a tract  of  cutaway  bog  in  County  Mavo 
in  which,  in  1906,  he  grew  heath,  and  rushes  and 
bog  cotton ; in  1907  he  grew  two  good  crops  of  dover 
and  rye-grass  hay,  49776,  49781.— The  under  stratum 
was  an  alluvial  drift  under  the  bog  which  afterwards 
was  once  a soil  before  the  bog  super-accumulated 
49777. — Witness,  when  a child,  saw  about  ten  feet  of 
peat  cut  off  the  bog  for  fuel,  49779. — There  was  an 
average  of  probably  eighteen  inches  of  the  bog  sur- 
face left  between  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  the 
sub-soil,  49779a. — In  raising  these  crops  of  clover  and 
rye-grass  hay  the  cost  of  fertilising  and  seed  was  more 
than  paid  by  the  first  year’s  hay,  and  the  land  was 
redaimed  in  .addition,  49779a-80. — Vast  tracts  of 
mountain  land  in  congested  districts  could  be  reclaimed 
in  this  way  with  little  labour;  in  some  places  how- 
ever drains  would  be  necessary,  but  in  the  larger 
tracts  these  would  be  less  expensive  than  witness  had 
found  them,  49781-2,  49789. — It  was  not  necessary  to 
reclaim  before  getting  the  first  clover  crop ; reclaiming 
was  chiefly  a question  of  chemistry  of  the  soil,  49783. 
— Lime  phosphates  and  potash  were  the  chief  manures 
employed  by  witness  before  putting  in  the  seed;  in 
planting  clover  he  treated  it  with  tritro-culture  which 
freed  nitrogen  from  the  atmosphere  and  increased  the 
vitality  and  volume  of  the  plant;  leguminous  crops 
depended  little  on  nitrogen  in  the  soil  and  legumes 
especially  clover  were  the  most  valuable  crops  that 
could  be  grown  by  these  inexpensive  substances  while 
putting  into  the  soil  the  expensive  substances  that 
made  complete  manuring ; nitrogen  was  worth  £14  a 
ton,  and  the  lime  phosphates  and  potash  £4  a ton, 
49784,  49787. — Fertilising  cost  about  30s.  a statute 
acre,  49790. — Clover,  except  white  clovers,  would  live 
on  ordinary  land  not  more  than  three  or  four  years; 
it  was  not  a perennial,  but  the  process  left  behind  a 
botanical  habitat  for  other  clovers  that  were  per- 
manent and  good  pasture,  49785. — Witness  used  the 
legumes  only  as  a.  means  of  reclaiming ; they  were  ex- 
haustive of  the  inexpensive  .and  increased  the  expen- 
sive substances  of  fertility,  49787. — They  rendered  the 
land  fit  to  grow  other  crops,  49788. — The  plants  grow- 
ing on  a bog  would  show  what  was  underneath ; sorrel 
and  heather  and  sedge  would  grow  only  where  there 
were  vegetable  acids  in  the  soil ; these  acids  prevented 
the  life  of  the  more  valuable  organisms  and  prevented 
the  decomposition  of  vegetable  organisms  natural  to  the 
habitat;  where  there  was  enough  water  bog  was  pro- 
duced by  accumulating  insufficiently  decomposed  vege- 
table fibre,  often  rich  in  nitrogenous  substances,  if  an 
alkali  were  applied'  to  neutralise  the  acids  the  result 
would  be  that  the  plants  dependent  on  the  acids  would 
be  stopped  in  their  growth  and  the  undecomposed 
matter  would  be  set  free  to  decompose,  and  so  set  free 
the  nitrogenous  matter  it  held  ; witness  had  found 
the  mixture  of  phosphates  of  lime  and  potash  the  best 
alkali  for  this  purpose ; six  or  seven  cwt.  of  the  mix- 
ture were  needed  per  statute  acre,  49788,  49790,  49821- 
2- — The  manures  sold  in  the  West  of  Ireland  were 
the  wrong  kind,  and  had  prejudiced  the  people  against 
artificial  manures,  49823. — The  alkali  should  be 
applied  in  October  or  November,  and  there  should,  be 
a little  scatter  of  something  else  to  enable  the  seeding 
to  fasten  a little  on  to  its  footing,  this  would  mean  s 
cost  of  about  10's,  per  acre,  49824-5. — Witness  had  used 
stuff  dug  out  of  the  foundations  of  an  outhouse;  if 
broken  up  turf  dug  from  the  ground  itself  were  used 
it  would  be  liable  to  get  suddenly  wet  and  dry  and  the 
seed  might  be  destroyed,  49826.- -The  bluish  clay  6tufi 
found  under  bog  would  be  exoellent  for  this  scattering, 
49828.— The  heath  should  be  left  till  the  following 
autumn,  when  ifc  would  be  brittle  before  the  scythe, 
49826.— Seed  should  be  sown  in  April  to  July  ; if  sown 
in  April  the  crop  could  be  mown  off  with  last  year  s 
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heather,  49831. — The  missing  element  of  fertility  in 
the  soil  which  now  have  been  made  np  and  farmyard 
dung,  which  would  not  previously  have  been  of  much 
use  could  now  be  added,  and  would  produce  a larger 
crop,  49841a-3. — The  land  could  then  be  ploughed,  but 
would  be  better  kept  in  meadow  for  a few  years,  as  it 
took  time  to  deoompose  the  mass  of  half  decomposed 
matter  underneath  the  land ; in  this  process  the  fer- 
tility travelled  downwards  an  inch  or  two  per  year, 
and  ploughing  should  be  reserved  till  there  were  six 
or  seven  inches  of  fertility,  49791,  49844. — Alternate 
cropping  could  then  commence  if  the  land  were  dry 
enough,  49845. — Land  in  congested  districts  at  present 
practically  useless  could  be  made  to  produce  at  a 
profit  more  than,  the  whole  existing  production  of  the 
land  worked ; with  greater  intelligence  land  at  present 
cropped  in  congested  districts  could  easily  produce 
double  without  additional  labour,  49793-8. 

Economic  Holdings. 

An  economic  holding  was  not  a geographical 
measurement ; it  was  a holding  held  by  .an  economic 
tenant,  that  it,  a man  who  treated  efficiently  the  land 
under  his  control,  49829,  49832-3. — There  was  a limit 
to  this  statement's  application,  but  witness  could 
point  to  cases  in  Mayo  where  a man  with  ten  acres 
enjoyed  a higher  standard  of  living  than  a neighbour 
with  100  acres,  49836-41. 

Want  of  Scientific  Training  in  Mato. 

Improved  methods  of  cultivating  such  as 

those  just  described  were  regarded  with  sus- 
picion in  Mayo ; there  was  a tendency  to 
discredit  facts ; if  the  public  mind  were  educated  and 
an  industrial  atmosphere  and  an  industrial  public 
opinion  created  the  present  incapacity  at  industry 
would  disappear;  witness’s  object  an  making  agricul- 
tural experiments  was  to  benefit  his  neighbours,  but 
they  seemed  incapable  of  profiting  by  the  object 
lesson ; privileged  opinion,  that  is,  the  opinion  of 
persons  in  prominent  positions,  was  the  only  thing 
that  would  have  an  effect  on  the  people,  49845-9. — A 
want  of  scientific  education  prevented  the  people  from 
making  the  most  of  the  work  of  Congested  Districts 
Board ; for  this  reason  no  use  had  been  made  of  the 
Board’s  excellent  drainage  work  in  Roscommon,  near 
Ballaghadereen,  49850-5. — The  Irish  were  naturally 
as  capable  as  any  people  in  the  world,  49856. 

Cattle  on  Small  Farms.. 

There  would  be  less  need  for  enlargement  of  holdings 
if  efficiency  in  working  them  were  increased,  49799. — 
Large  holdings  were  not  needed  for  raising  cattle;  in 
Belgium  four  full-grown  cows  oould  be  kept  on  the 
equivalent  of  an.  Irish  acre,  49800. — In  Belgium  tho 
food  was  obtained  by  the  quick  succession  of  summer 
crops,  49802. — Weather  in  Ireland  was  more  favour- 
able to  growth  of  green  crops  than  in  Belgium  ; it  was 
less  favourable  to  the  saving  of  dry  grass  crops, 
£9803. — Growth  in  Ireland  began  earlier  and 
continued  later  in  the  year  than  in  Belgium,  and 
vegetable  life  in  Ireland  never  in  a stats  of  nature 
fell  to  so  low  a level  as  in  Belgium ; these  facts  com- 
pensated for  the  more  variable  summer-,  which  seldom 
was  severe  enough  to  prevent  growth,  though  it  had 
done  so  in  1907 ; 1907  was  the  first  year  in  which  this 
had  happened  in  the  six  years  witness  had  been  in 
Ireland,  49809. — The  milder  Irish  winter  would  not 
make  the  difficulty  of  keeping  down  weeds  insuperable 
if  ploughing  were  done  properly  in  autumn,  49810-1. 
— Cattle  could  be  fed  in  summer  on  green  stuff  instead 
of  grazing ; some  land,  notably  friable  land,  in  West 
of  Ireland  could  produce  four  times  as  much  summer 
feeding  from  an  acre  under  cultivated  green  stuffs  for 
feeding  in  the  byre  than  from  an  acre  of  grazing, 
49802. — Witness  could  grow  four  crops  of  clover  per 
year  in  Mayo  in  a,  bad  year,  49804. — Lucerne  was  the 
best  crop  for  continuous  summer  cutting,  but  was  not 
grown  in  Ireland ; if  it  were,  one  acre  would  supply 
for  green  feeding  in  summer  as  much  as  three  or  four 
acres  of  the  same  land  laid  out  in  a dry  season  in 
bad  pasture  with  bad  seeds,  49808. — Lucerne  where 
it  was  grown  was  a success  in  Ireland ; it  also  gov  nil 
its  nitrogen  from  the  air.  49813.— Witness  thought 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  were  making  experi- 
ments with  lucerne  in  1907 ; three  crops  of  rye-grass 
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could  be  grown  per  year  on  fairly  poor  land,  49814. — 
There  was  too  much  oE  allowing  cattle  to  run  in  Ire- 
land, 49815. — Mr.  Boyd’s  suggestion  that  100  cattle 
would  do  better  on  a 100-acre  farm  than  100  cattle  on 
the  same  land  divided  into  four  25-acre  farms  might 
be  correct,  but  in  stall-feeding  with  green  stuffs 
specially  grown  for  the  purpose  the  animals  got  purer 
food  than  they  would  find  roaming  at  will  over  100 
acres,  where  there  would  be  inferior  food  growing, 
49816-7. — On  a system  of  mixed  tillage  farms  should 
oarry  twice  the  number  of  cattle  supported  under  the 
grazing  system,  49818-20. 

Clerical  Interference  with  Migration  Schemes. 

Officials  of  Congested  Districts  Board  generally  had 
complained  to  witness  that  the  Board’s  migration 
schemes  were  hampered  by  the  clergy,  who  prevented 
the  people  from  leaving  their  own  parishes,  49857, 
49867-8,  49872-8. — Cases  had  occurred  in  County  Mayo, 
49867-6. — One  case  occurred  in  .the  townland  of  Cul- 
trasna,  within  a mile  of  Kiltimagh,  where  the  Board 
had  settled  all  the  tenants  on  the  mere  equivalent  of 
the  land  they  had  before;  none  of  them  could  work 
the  plough  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  land ; these 
tenants  continued  to  go  to  England  for  a living;  in 
one  instance  the  Board  had  built  a new  house  on  an 
estate  of  15s.  annual  value,  thus  perpetuating  its  con- 
gestion; this  Cultrasna  land  had  been  striped  by 
straight  stone  walls ; all  the  tenants  whom  witness  in- 
terviewed there  intimated  their  willingness  to  move 
to  better  holdings,  except  one,  who  said  the  parish 
priest  must  first  be  consulted,  49881-5,  49912. — Wit- 
ness afterwards  repeated  this  man’s  statement  to  other 
Cultrasna  tenants,  some  of  whom  said  the  priest  ob- 
jected to  their  leaving,  and  they  thought  it  was  be- 
cause they  were  worth  so  much  per  household  per  year 
to  the  parish  collection,  49891-3,  49898-901. — There 
was  land  within  twenty-five  miles  which  might  be 
made  available  for  these  tenants ; some  of  it  was  in 
Board’s  possession,  49904-7. — Witness  had  never  been 
informed  that  these  men  had  been  offered  the  oppor- 
tunity of  migrating,  but  'he  assumed  it  was  the  Board’s 
duty  to  find  land  for  them ; finding  them  fixed  on  im- 
possible holdings  he  asked  would  they  go  if  they  got 
land,  and  was  told  first  they  would  not,  and  then  that 
they  were  willing  to  go,  and  then  he  discussed  the 
reasons  why  they  did  not  go,  49913-4. 

Compulsory  Acquisition  of  Land. 

The  use  made  of  land  and  the  capacity  to  make  use 
of  it  were  more  important  questions  than  compulsory 
acquisition,  49918a. — Witness  would  agree  to  com- 
pulsion if  it  resulted  in  land  being  held  by  the 
capable,  but  he  saw  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
Board  would  only  give  land  to  the  capable,  49921-2. — 
Irishmen  were  comparatively  incapable  in  industrial 
matters  though  not  from  their  own  fault;  in  matters 
of  industry  and  economics  tihey  were  far  behind  other 
nations,  and  would  remain  so  as  long  as  they  were 
told  they  were  not  to  blame  for  it,  49923-4. — Witness 
objected  to  compulsion  in  any  form ; the  analogy  of 
railways  was  defective,  as  everyone  wished  to  travel, 
but  only  a class  could  hold  land ; the  community’s 
interests  were  concerned  in  the  land  question,  and 
whatever  conduced  to  the  land’s  being  turned  to  the 
best  account  should  bo  encouraged ; usually  inter- 
ference with  freedom  in  such  matters  operated  against 
careful  use  of  tihe  land  and  its  resources,  49925-7. 
49934-7.— -The  interests  of  the  community  in  Ireland 
weTe  mainly  agricultural  but  not  entirely  so,  49928-32. 
— In  Queensland,  where  the  State  had  resumed  large 
tracts  of  grazing  land,  property  in  the  land  was  being 
individualised,  49938. — Ethically  the  land  should  be 
the  nation’s  property,  but  the  ownership  of  the  land 
was  not  one-fifteenth  as  much  as  the  production  of 
the  land  under  intelligent  treatment,  49940-1. 

Statement  Corroborating  Evidence  of  Witness  at 
Castlebar. 

Witness  put  in  a document  relating  to  evidence 
previously  given  by  him,  which  had  been  questioned, 
51552. — Containing  a statement  by  Mr.  Jordan,  of 
Kiltimagh,  Petty  Sessions  clerk,  51553,  51555. — It  was 
volunteered  by  Mr.  Jordan  as  a verbal  statement, 
and  put  in  writing  at  the  request  of  witness,  51555, 
51568-9. — This  was  given  to  witness  after  he 
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MOCLAIR,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 


had  given  his  evidence  before  the  Commission,  51555-6. 
— This  evidence  was  called  in  question,  which  did  not 
surprise  witness,  as  it  was  extraordinary  evidence, 
51555. — And  was  presented  to  the  Commission  on 
account  of  the  criticism  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mission, 51544. — Mr.  Jordan  was  willing  to  make  an 
affidavit  if  necessary,  51555,  51557. — Mr.  Jordan  was 
not  present,  but  would  attend  if  he  were  asked, 
51660. — And  the  valuation  had  not  been  changed  since, 
51557-8. — Witness  was  not  free  to  give  the  names  of 
persons  who  had  told  him  of  facts  stated  in  his  evi- 
dence, 51553,  51559. — And  therefore  wished  for  cor- 
roboration by  a direct  statement,  51559. — Witness 
remembered  having  said  in  evidence  that  he  knew 
twelve  men  who  had  perjured  themselves,  51562. — 
Witness  asked  (when  told  that  the  Commissioners  had 
been  informed  that  these  men  had  spoken  the  truth, 
and  that  witness  had  suggested  other  statements  to 
them)  whether  this  referred  to  the  same  twelve  men, 
51563.-— Witness  considered  this  inquiry  irrelevant, 
51564. — As  also  the  question  as  to  the  time  and  place 
of  the  alleged  perjury,  51565-6. — But  would  repeat 
ms  statement  as  to  the  perjury,  51564. — A serious 
reflection  had  been  made,  but  only  on  twelve  fisher- 
men, 51567. — The  statement  by  Mr.  Jordan  set  forth 
that  on  the  estate  of  Lady  Larpent,  at  Waterdale, 
tenants  were  some  of  the  poorest  and  most  highly 
rented  Mr.  Jordan  had  known;  and  that  when  he 
was  preparing  the  estate  for  sale  fhe  parish  priest, 
father  Commins  stated  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  having  anything  to  do  with 
the  purchase  of  the  estate,  and  that  he  would  oppose 
the  migration  of  his  parishioners,  51552. 


TAYLOR,  Mr.  GEORGE. 

Marquis  of  Sligo’s  Estate. 

Witness  was  agent  to  the  Marquis  of  Sligo,  and 
*P?ke  to  correct  Mr.  M'Namara’s  statement ; in 
1897  the  Congested  Districts  Board  negotiated  with 
the  fourth  Marquis  of  Sligo  for  purchase  of  Kil- 
teever  containing  53,000  acres;  conditions  were 
•eighteen  years’  purchase  in  1899  of  tenanted  land 
70  per  cent,  of  which  was  first  term  rents,  and 
thirty-two  years  purchase  for  the  grazing  land,  and 
hfteen  years  purchase  of  kelp  ; witness  thought 
Boanl  offered  about  sixteen  years’  and  thirty  for 
grazing  land  and  ten  for  kelp;  in  1900, 
Lord  Sligo  asked  if  the  Board  would  finish 
the  matter,  and  was  told  the  Board  had 

•Boa”?1'asked  if  he  take 

less,  and  was  told  he  would  not ; in  October,  1903, 
after  the  Land  Act,  Board  asked  the  Marquis  to 
2e“s  ft  temf  on  ■account  of  the  bonus,  but  he  was 
then  ill,  and  would  have  no  more  to  do  with  the 
matter;  the  fourth  Marquis  died  in  November,  1903, 
and  up  to  August,  1907,  the  new  'Marquis  had  not 
completed  taking  out  his  title  to  the  estate,  49943  — 
Lord  bUgo  was  not  .prepared  to  take  eighteen  years’ 
purchase  for  the  tenanted  laud  unless,  he  got  thhty- 
two  years  purchase  for  his  grazing  land  and  fifteen 

1883S tv  56lSf  and.ilie  stated  *at  about  the  year 
1883  the  third  Marquis  offered  Kilteeyer,  but  then 

t!tS  the  £mts  were  n°t  reduced,  as  the 

Land  Act  had  no  effect,  49944.— There  were  some 
eases  m which  terms  offered  by  the  Marquis  were 
vrt*S  the  te”ants  "wished  the  smaller  Holders  to 
get  additions  to  their  land,  49945. 


MOCLAIR,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Congestion  in  County  Mayo 

powers  to  acquire  lands,  49947.  compulsoi 

Kilmaine  Estate. 

WJ  93  tenant,  Sith  a “I 


635  persons;  valuation  of  the  mai oritv^fHvL?1^1 
was  under  £5,  and  of  none  over  £10;  the  lanT****8 
very  poor,  most  of  the  arable  being  cut-away  hoc-  Li 
reclaimed  mountain;  many  holdings  contained ’Lu 
three  or  four  acres,  and  much  of  the  land  was  ™ 
dale ; m one  townland  six  families  held  between 
28  acres,  divided  into  65  plots,  on  which  forty  Leo  f 
lived ; one  of  these  tenants,  with  three  acres  of  la  d 
paid  £19  a year  for  five  acres  of  grazing  land  in  tv 
vicinity  and  kept  six  cows  and  made  a fairly  eZ 
living ; he  was  an  eleven  months’  tenant  who  had  aL 
quired  the  tenant’s  interest  and  let  the  grazing  to  W 
or  five  tenants ; lie  kept  his  home  land  in  tillage  and 
kept  his  cows  on  the  five  acres  in  summer,  hand-feed 
mg  them  with  green  food  in  winter ; the  high  mi™ 
of  the  grazing  land  was  due  to  its  scarcity  49947 
49949.— In  a neighbouring  townland  a widow’  had  14 
acres,  about  four  of  which  were  marsh-  she  rented 
six  acres  of  grazing  for  £25;  she  kept  twelve  cows 
and  had  brought  up  a family  of  fourteen,  some  of 
whom  filled  good  positions,  49947,  49951.— Other  ten 
ants  with  large  families  lived  on  three  or  four  acres 
of  cut-away  bog,  their  live-stock  consisting  of  one  or 
two  cows  each;  only  five  tenants  kept  a horse-  112 
men  and  youths  from  the  district  went  annually  to 
England,  and  saved  between  them  £1,200  a season- 
the  men  generally  left  early  in  the  year,  and  the 
women  and  children  worked  the  farm ; for  years  no 
one  in  the  district  had  received  out-door  relief  • Board 
could  do  little  to  improve  the  conditions ; over  forty 
of  these  Kilmaine  tenants  had  once  lived  on  927 
acres  in  the  townland  of  DerryharriS  and  were  evicted 
in  a single  day,  in  1848,  when  Derryharriff  was  con- 
verted into  a grazing  ranch ; Board  had  now  acquired 
this  ranch,  which  had  deteriorated  from  neglect,  and 
could  provide  oqjy  six  new  holdings  and  sixteen  plots 
for  additions  to  holdings;  Board  had  acquired  another 
ranch  which  could  supply  additions  to  other  hold- 
ings, but  53  tenants  must  still  remain  unassisted 
unless  Board  had  compulsory  powers  to  purchase 
other  grazing  lands  in  the  vicinity,  49951-2. 


Compulsory  Powers. 

• F1?  attempt  in  Mayo  at  dividing  grass  lands 
into  holdings  was  in  the  case  of  an  estate  about  to 
be  sold  to  Estates  Commissioners  when  the  landlord 
tried  to  get  double  the  interest  in  the  estate  by  strip- 
es1 up  the  land  at  first,  and  then  selling  the  tenant- 
.l-l  the  holdings  at  eight  or  ten  years’  purchase, 
5“  then  selling  the  whole  thing  over  again  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  but  the  attempt  was  checked 
at  once,  49965. 


Board’s  Unwillingness  to  Give  High  Prices. 

Board  sometimes  lost  a chance  of  purchasing  land 
from  unwillingness  to  give  the  price  demanded,  even 
though  the  tenants  were  willing  to  pay  the  corre- 
spond!, ng  annuity ; a case  had  occurred  recently  on 
the  Kilmaine  Estate,  49956-63,  49966-70. 

Industry  of  Population. 

Sherabeen  was  a very  poor  mountainous  property 
between  the  mearing  of  Castlebar  and  Westport 
Unions;  neither  oats  nor  rye  could  be  grown  there; 
here  extensive  drainage  and  fencing  works  had  been 
undertaken  by  Board,  and  the  people  worked  for 
wages  of  9s.  a week,  in  a manner  sufficient  to  de- 
monstrate the  inaccuracy  of  the  description  of  West 
ol  Ireland  men  as  lazy  and  thriftless,  49953.— The 
people  s industry  was  also  shown  by  the  fact  that  on 
a mountain  part  of  the  Kilmaine  Estate  holders  had 
been  engaged  in  sprouting  potatoes  years  before  the 
system  was  popular  elsewhere  in  Ireland,  49963  — 
Uthers  had  had  the  enterprise  to  send  milk  daily  to 
Lublin,  but  had  to  give  this  up  because  they  could 
not.  afford  to  wait  for  the  cheques  which  did  not 
arrive  promptly,  49965. 

Congested  Districts  Board  preferred  to  Estates 
Commissioners — Compulsory  Powers. 

Congested  Districts  Board  was  more  trusted  by  the 
people  of  Castlebar  Union  than  were  the  Estates 
Commissioners ; Board’s  officials  were  sometimes 
^ a tenant’s  refusal  to  migrate,  and  Board 
should  have  compulsory  powers  to  remove  such  ten- 
ants, 40953-4. 
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Recreation  Grounds. 

Board  should  have  powers  to  establish  recreation 
grounds  in  closely  populated  neighbourhoods  to  keep 
the  youths  from  public-houses,  49954-5. 


LARMINIE,  Mr.  ALEXANDER. 

Congested  Districts  Board  and  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Witness  approved  of  Congested  Districts  Board’s 
work  as  far  as  his  experience  went,  and  preferred  to 
see  congestion  dealt  with  by  Board  rather  than  any 
other  body,  49971,  49975-6,  49980. — Its  funds  and 
powers  should  be  enlarged,  49981. — Estates  Commis- 
sioners and  Congested  Districts  Board  occasionally 
overlapped ; in  one  instance  at  a meeting  of  tenants 
there  was  contention  as  to  whether  purchase  should 
be  through  Commissioners  or  Board,  50009-10. — All 
Connaught  and  a few  of  northern  and  southern  coun- 
ties should  be  entirely  under  Board,  50009. — Witness 
objected  to  compulsion  causing  landlords  to  sell  at  a 
loss  to  themselves,  49972-4. 


Fisheries. 

Fishing  was  the  greatest  source  of  wealth  for  Ire- 
land and  should  receive  more  attention;  piers  and 
harbours  and  loans  for  purchase  of  nets  and  gear 
were  needed  along  west  coast,  50010. 

Agricultural  Education. 

Agricultural  education  was  at  present  almost  in  its 
infancy,  and  Agricultural  Department’s  work  was  not 
very  practical,  49978-9,  500101. — Improved  agricul- 
tural education  would  enable  more  of  the  people  _ in 
congested  districts  to  get  a living,  but  emigration 
from  Ireland  could  not  be  dispensed  with  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  49977,  49982. — Agriculture  did  not 
pay  owing  to  bad  prices  of  agricultural  produce, 
49983,  49996. — Potatoes  were  the  only  crop  that  could 
be  cultivated  in  Ireland  with  profit,  49996. — Small 
occupiers  could  support  themselves  by  their  work,  but 
it  would  not  pay  them  to  employ  labour,  49984. 

Emigration  and  Intensive  Tillage  System. 

Proper  tillage  would  improve  the  land  and  increase 
its  productiveness,  but  it  was  doubtful  if  it  would  re- 
pay the  labour,  49987. — Emigration  of  the  redundant 
members  of  families  would  probably  continue  even 
with  better  education  and  intensive  cultivation, 
49977,  49988-91,  49995-6. — Emigration  was  a neces- 
sary evil,  the  emigrants’  great  misfortune  being  that 
they  were  sent  away  poorly  educated,  49992-3. — 
Cattle  were  not  nearly  as  profitable  in  1907  as  twenty 
years  before,  49997. — Though  in  other  countries  la- 
bourers could  be  profitably  employed  in  the  work  of 
raising  foodstuffs  for  stall-fed  cattle  there  was  no 
prospect  of  this  being  so  in  Ireland,  49997-9. — Speak- 
ing principally  of  the  West  of  Ireland  and  from  long 
practical  experience,  witness  thought  tillage  not  a 
practical  outlook  except  on  small  farms,  49999-50001. 
— Witness  had  been  under-agent  for  Lord  Lucan  for 
the  past  forty  years,  50002. 

Rundale  Holdings. 

Rundale  holdings  originated  from  holdings  once 
held  in  common  by  two  or  three  families,  which  in 
time  became  thirty  or  forty  families;  under  the  old 
arrangement  the  landlord  could  not  prevent  the  sub- 
division between  these  families,  because  where  leases 
were  granted  they  contained  no  restrictive  clauses;  a 
hundred  years  ago,  when  the  leases  were  granted,  it 
was  probably  not  realised  how  important  such  clauses 
were,  50003-5. — These  leases  continued  on  an  average 
fifty  years  without  change  of  rent,  50006-7. 

Lord  Lucan’s  Experiment  in  Breaking  Up  a Large 
Area. 

Lord  Lucan  had  successfully  broken  up  a large  area 
into  small  holdings  in  the  manner  followed  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  but  he  did  not  undertake  great 
improvements,  50009. 


LARMINIE,  Mr.  ALEXANDER — continued. 
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GALLAGHER,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Congestion  in  Carnacon  Parish. 

Witness  farmed  nine  Irish  acres;  his  valuation 
was  £8  7s.  and  his  rent  £9 ; he  represented  the  Car- 
nacon and  Ballyglass  Branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League  ; Carnacon  parish  contained  about  150  ten- 
ants, nine  ‘being  economic,  or  having  over  £15  valua- 
tion ; the  rest  occupied  holdings  of  from  two  to  eight 
acres  and  lived  on  their  earnings  as  labourers  in 
England  and  on  money  sent  them  from  America ; 
these  small  tenants  did  not  care  to  purchase  their 
holdings  as  their  condition  would  not  thereby  be 
greatly  improved,  50011-3. — The  small  .patches  had 
been  constantly  worked  till  they  were  worn  out  and 
liable  to  potato  disease ; the  smallness  of  the  hold- 
ings forced  tenants  to  take  conacre  from  graziers 
and  landlords  at  from  £3  to  £4  per  acre  a year, 
50013,  50022-3. — These  tenants  could  be  assisted  only 
by  additions  to  their  holdings  from  untenanted  land, 
1,400  acres  of  which  were  at  hand,  but  could  only, 
it  was  said,  he  acquired  by  compulsory  purchase, 
50013-7. 


Compulsory  Purchase. 

If  the  landlord  were  assured  his  net  income  in 
return  he  would  be  well  off ; purchase  should  be 
made  by  Congested  Districts  Board ; this  district 
was  not  scheduled  congested,  but  .all  Connaught 
should  be  scheduled,  50018. — Grazing  land  in  Car- 
nacon parish  was  all  held  by  persons  outside  the 
parish,  50023-5. — This  land  was  suitable  for  culti- 
vation, 50026. — Local  people  who  needed  land  should 
be  supplied  first  in  every  place,  50027. 


Floods  occasioned  by  Dams  tor  Ornamental 
Water. 

Bogs  in  Carnacon  parish  were  all  worn  out  and 
turf  had  to  be  fetched  from  a distance,  50018-9. — 
Tui-f  and  pasture  were  destroyed  by  floods  which  in- 
vaded all  the  lowlands  in  winter  as  drainage  had 
been  entirely  neglected  ; Lough  Carra  could  not  empty 
its  waters  into  Lough  Mask  owing  to  dams  made  by 
two  landlords  for  purposes  of  ornamental  waters, 
50019-21. 

High  Valuation  of  Carnacon  Holdings. 

Economic  holdings  of  £15  valuation  represented 
fifteen  to  sixteen  acres  of  tillage  land,  rent  being 
about  equal  to  valuation,  50028-33. — The  land  was 
good  but  rent  high ; the  valuation  was  on  the  hold- 
ing not  the  land,  and  had  been  raised  by  the  reviser 
in  witness’s  boyhood,  50034-9. 


KILLEEN,  Mr.  PATRICK  J. 


Congestion  in  Claremorris — its  Population, 
Valuation,  and  Area. 

Glaremonris  Uni/on,  which  had  a valuation  of 
£44,729,  comprised  three  dispensary  districts,  viz., 
Ballandine,  £16,050  5s.  ; Ballyhaunis,  £13,081 ; and 
Claremorris,  £15,597  15s.,  50042.— In  1901,  the 

valuation  at  the  whole  union  was  £43,992  ; an  in- 
crease of  £757  was  shown  since  that  time,  50044-5. — 
Whereas  the  population  must  have  materially  de- 
creased, 50044. — The  total  population,  including  the 
town,  was  in  1901,  '25,820,  50043-4— The  population 
in  1901  was,  Ballandine  Dispensary  District,  7,239 ; 
Ballyhaunis,  10,879 ; ana  Claremorris,  7,702, 
50042. — There  were  nineteen  electoral  divisions  in  the 
Union,  of  which  eleven  (Ballyhaunis,  Bekan,  Clare- 
morris, doghermore,  Course,  Oulnacldha,  Kilrine, 
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Knock  (North),  Knock  (South),  Loughanboy,  and 
Murneen)  -were  scheduled  as  congested ; the  remain- 
ing eight  divisions  (of  Ballindine,  Car.aun,  Cross- 
■boyne,  Garrymore,  Kilcolman,  Mayo,  and  Tagheen) 
should  also  he  scheduled,  50046,  50058,  50065— 
There  were,  several  very  congested  villages  in  un- 
scheduled districts,  for  example,  in  Caraun  division, 
the  village  of  Cuilmore,  where  274  persons  were  liv- 
ing on  land  valued  at  £298,  50059-60. — In  the  vil- 
lage of  Garryredmond,  were  145  persons  on  land 
valued  at  £173 ; in  Meelickbeg,  30  persons  on  £30 
valuation ; in  Meelickmore,  96  persons  on  £75  15s. 
valuation,  and  in  Tortagh,  80  persons  on  £65  valua- 
■don,  50060. — Adding  all  these  together,  the  aggregate 
would  be  less  than  £1  valuation  per  head ; in  Mayo 
Electoral  Division  there  were  in  Corskeagh,  36  per- 
sons on  a valuation  of  £39 ; in  Corlisland,  17  persons 
on  a valuation  of  £3 ; in  Derronell,  65  persons  on  a 
valuation  of  £51 ; in  the  Tagheen  division,  there  were 
m Ballydaff  51  persons  on  a valuation  of  £73  10s. ; 
in  Knocklbrack  and  Lanabold,  37  on  a valuation  of 
£49  10s. ; in  Tersaugh,  71  on  a valuation  of  £80 ; in 
Tagheen  (East  and  West)  there  were  70  persons  on  a 
Valuation  of  £100;  and  in  Ballindine  division,  in 
Killeen,  120  persons  on  £111  10s.  valuation,  50062— 
In  the  eight  unscheduled  divisions  there  were  11,000 
acres  of  grass  lands  valued  at  £5,800,  50058.— Of 
these  3,324  were  owned  by  Lord  Oranmore  and  let 
to  graziers,  50059. — If  the  valuation  of  the  grass 
lands  were  taken  out  of  the  total  valuation  these  un- 
scheduled electoral  divisions  would  come  within  the 
definition  of  congestion ; the  rest  of  them  are  no  less 
congested  than  the  examples  given,  and  it  was  unfair 
they  should  have  no  relief,  50062. 


Congestion  Defined. 

Witness  considered  that  a district  was  congested 
when  it  contained  holdings  of  less  than  £10  valua- 
tion, 50068. — The  present  system  was  to  take  £7  10s 
as  the  maximum  valuation  of  a holding  considered 
^ congested,  50066,  50069,  50094.— This  was  too  low 
50066— It  was  arrived  at  by  taking  the  valuation  per 
head  as  30s.,  50066,  50078. — And  reckoning  a family 
as  five  persons,  50066— Witness  advised  that  it 
should  be  doubled,  and  reckoned  at  £2  a head,  50069, 
—Or  £10  a family,  50069. 


Parish  Committee  Gran*s. 

Witness  stated  that  there  were  in  the  unscheduled 
districts  ^any  occupiers  as  poor  as  in  the  scheduled 
dutarts  50D62  50064,  60072,  50076— AM  thought 
"*  "“Mfup  that  parish  grants  should  not  ba  avtil- 
ablo  for  them,  50062-3,  50073,  50076— Witness  wished 
to  see  areas  scheduled  that  they  might  hare  a Parish 
Committee  m them,  50005— Parish  Committees  had 
been  a boon  in  many  parts  of  tile  country,  in  teach- 
hygieim  and  sanitation;  and  encouraging  the  ob- 
servance of  the  rules  by  the  conditions  on  which  they 
gave  grants,  50062,  50096— The  grants  could  not  be 
“V  y ora'  £7  10»-  valuation,  un- 
less it  was  m a congested  district,  scheduled  as  such; 
and  m congested  districts  they  were  generally  given 
tom  9°^  P°0T'  ‘t0S<i  “d"  S15  fAuationf  50094, 


Suggested  Alterations  in  Sohedtciug. 

If  the  whole  of  Connaught  were  scheduled,  it  would 
meet  witness  s complaint,  50067— Or  if  the  Board 
ein  free  to  apply  itself  to  congestion,  wherever  it 
emsted  without  being  bonnd  by  f dehnitS  elofud* 

Sstifn  taClSf  prosperous,  where  con- 

gestion  was  found,  it  would  do  as  well,  50071,  50079- 
6ofi'IltllnS  .“"'J  spoak  *s  to  his  own  unions, 
dSK'lww.  . his  knowledge  was  confined  to  that 

a scone  he  ^ I10‘  ™h  ‘°  *»ka  too  large 

a scope,  though  he  was  interested  in  the  affair*  nf 

Sari  to  the  50.088rHe  »ith 

must  be  some  alteration,  50077.  tne 

Taxation  on  House  Improvements. 

Witness  attributed  the  increase  of  valuation  in 

union  to  new  buildings,  50046— Those  improvement 


in  poor  men’s  houses  were  taxed,  £1  2s.  Id.  on  every 
£5  increase  in  house  valuation,  50046. — Or  4s.  5d. 
in  the  pound,  50047. — This  was  very  unpopular' 
50047,  50055— And  led  farmers  to  refuse  parish- 
grants  for  house  improvement,  lest  they  should  lead 
to  increased  taxation,  50046,  50051. — This  farmers 
would  prefer  to  contribute  to  improvements  rather 
than  be  taxed  on  them,  50048-9. — The  Irish  peasant 
would  make  no  effort  towards  improvement  if  he  were 
to  be  taxed  for  it,  50046. — Taxation  on  improvements 
lessened  the  burden  on  those  who  made  no  improve- 
ments, 50054. — The  dislike  to  this  form  of  taxation 
was  common  to  England  and  Scotland  as  well  as  Ire- 
land, 50050,  50055,  50057. — In  England  the  landlord 
made  improvements,  50050. 

Lord  Oranmore’ s Grass  Lands. 

As  grazing  lands  in  Claremorris  were  excellent  for 
tillage,  and  the  congested  tenants  lived  for  the  most 
part  on  bad  low-lying  lands;  some  years  previously, 
Lord  Oranmore,  when  approached  by  his  tenants, 
agreed  to  sell  his  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Esker 
and  Ballindine,  50099. — But  refused  to  sell  the  grass 
lands  on  the  plea  that  the  price  would  not  give  him  his 
present  income,  50099,  50116. — About  the  same  time 
he  took  over  the  grazing  ranches,  which  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  graziers  on  the  eleven  months  system, 
and  stocked  them ; but  though  the  steward,  Grant, 
was  a good  judge  of  cattle  and  sheep,  and  a-ppeared  to- 
make  the  business  pay,  Lord  Oranmore  was  discour- 
aged by  the  fluctuation  of  the  cattle  market,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  business  was  better- 
worked  by  several  graziers,  and  returned  to  the  old 
eleven  months  system,  dismissing  Grant;  witness 
stated  that  if  landlords  tried  to  stock  their  ranches 
themselves  they  would  soon  be  willing  to  sell  at  a fair 
price,  50099. 


“Fair  Price”  of  Grass  Lands. 

Witness  thought  that  twenty  years’  purchase  was  a 
fair  price  for  grass  lands,  50099,  50105— By  this  he 
meant  twenty  years’  purchase  on  the  rent,  50100.— 
But  he  could  not  say  what  was  a fair  rent  for  grazing: 
lands,  which  might  one  year  be  worth  30s.  an  acre, 
and  another  year  only  22s.  6 d.,  50101. — Witness  did 
not  understand  how  the  Board,  or  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners estimated  the  price  of  the  grazing  land 
they  bought,  50104,  50106. — And  he  thought  Mr. 
Doran,  or  Mr.  Stuart  of  the  Estates  Commission,, 
having  experience,  oould  fix  a price,  50106. — He  ar- 
rived at  his  calculation  by  taking  the  same  data  as- 
for  tenanted  land,  50105. 


Eair  Price  of  Tenanted  Lands. 

Witness  took  as  his  basis  of  calculation,  a £5  ter 
ancy ; if  a landlord  receives  twenty  years’  purchase 
on  a £5  tenancy,  he  obtained  £100 ; this,  w'th  the' 
bonus  of  three  years’  purchase,  made  £115 ; this  in- 
vested at  3£  per  cent,  would  bring  in  £4  0s.  6 d. ; but- 
he  would  be  as  well  off  as  before,  because  he  would  not- 
have  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  for  collection  of  rent,  and. 
if  the  tenant  went  into  Court  again,  he  would  get- 
his  rent  reduced  by  three  shillings  in  the  £,  50105. — 
Witness  put  the  expenses  of  collection  at  ten  per  cent, 
because  he  knew  the  agent  must  be  well  paid,  50127. 
—But  he  had  only  hearsay  evidence  on  which  to  base 
his  opinion,  50128. — That  was  the  terms  of  the  Land 
Conference,  50129-30. — But  there  were  other  opinions 
on.  the  matter,  50130. — It  would  be  unfair  to  fix  tbe 
price  of  land  entirely  from  the  landlord’s  calcula- 
tion, 50108. — The  landlord  should  give  way  a little, 
50110,  50124. — The  landlord,  according  v-o  the  tenant’s 
showing,  wanted  too  much,  50109— The  landlord 
a Por^on  of  the  loss,  if  there  were  any, 
o(Jll4. — The  tenant  had  been  paying  for  -the  land, 
whereas  the  landlord  had  never  bought  it,  50111, 
50115.  The  tenant  had  give  way,  50125. — Witness- 
would  think  it  hard  if  he  had  to  suffer  as  the  result 
•of  the  State’s  policy,  50118— No  private  individual 
should  suffer,  if  landlord  and  tenant  were  both  to  be 
satisfied  with  their  bargain,  50109— The  State  must 
pay  and  witness  considered  that  the  State  paid  for 
fimoo  6 °f  giving  ’t*le  landlord  an  inflated  price,. 
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Question  op  Selling  Price,  including  Tenants' 
Improvements. 

The  land  of  Ireland,  being  improved,  had  a certain 
selling  price,  50135. — It  had  increased  in  value,  and 
in  price,  since  200  years  ago,  50139-41. — Many  ten- 
ants reclaimed  their  holdings  prior  to  1881,  50143. — 
At  which  time  it  was  possible  to  charge  a tenant 
extra  rent  on  account  of  his  improvements,  50147, 
50151. — While  those  who  had  reclaimed  since  1861, 
50144. — Had  not  been  rented  on  improvements,  50146, 
50151. — The  Act  of  1881  was  passed  to  remedy  this 
injustice,  50152,  50162. — The  selling  price  demanded 
by  landlords,  included,  witness  thought,  the  improve- 
ments confiscated  before  1881,  50153. — Though  rents 
were  not  based  on  tenants’  improvements.  50162. 

Increased  Price  of  Land  in  spite  of  Reduced 
Rents. 

Prices  of  land  had  been  continually  rising,  50182. — 
This  was  not  because  land  had  been  improved,  but 
because  stock-rearing  had  been  more  profitable  since 
the  exclusion  of  Canadian  cattle,  50136. — And  be- 
cause Irishmen  suffered  from  land  hunger,  and  were 
•over  anxious  to  purchase,  while  landlords  held  back 
in  the  hope  of  better  prices,  50174,  50178. — This 
naturally  raised  prices,  though  in  other  markets  it 
was  not  always  a good  plan  to  wait,  50175. — Land  was 
higher  now  than  ever  before,  50169,  50171. — It  had 
risen  in  price  between  the  passing  of  the  Ashbourne 
Act,  50170. — And  again  considerably,  on  the  passing 
of  the  Land  Act  of  1903,  50169,  50171,  50177.— And 
had  continually  risen  since  then,  50172-3,  50177. — 
Land  hunger  had  always  existed  in  Ireland,  but  it 
had  increased  recently,  and  prices  developed  in  con- 
sequence, 50179,  50180-1. — Under  the  Land  Act  of 
1881  landlords  were  satisfied  to  sell  at  17  or  18  years’ 
purchase,  50153,  50179. — And  yet  there  were  few  or 
no  negotiations  for  purchase  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  50179. — These  prices  were  on  First  Term 
rents,  50154. — Under  the  Ashbourne  Act  prices  had 
been  14  to  18  years,  on  first  term  rents,  50170-1. — 
Witness  considered  that  there  would  be  a larger 
number  of  years’  purchase  on  second  term  rents  than 
on  first,  50154. — It  was  a known  fact  that  the  price 
of  first  term  rents  was  20  years’  purchase  and  of 
second  term  23,  50157. — There  had  been  cases  where 
the  purchase  on  first  term  had  been  14  years  and  on 
the  second-  term  17,  50190. — Landlords  now  wanted 
'26  or  27  years’  purchase  where  they  had  been  willing 
to  take  18,  50186 — or  26  or  27  where  they  had  been 
willing  to  take  17,  50191.— Captain  Sheffield  had 
been  willing  to  take  18  and  now  wanted  25,  50188.— 
In  all  these  cases  the  higher  price  was  for  second 
term  rents  and  the  lower  for  first,  50187,  50189,  50192. 
— The  decrease  from  first  to  second  term  rents  was 
•3s.  in  the  £,  50106,  50155.— It  was  2s.  in  the  £,  50193. 
— A man  buying  at  20  years’  purchase  on  first  term 
rents  would  get  a reduction  of  7s.,  50152,  50193.— 
The  tenants  on  the  Nolan-Ferrall  Estate  under  the 
Act  of  1903  got  7s.  in  the  £,  and  5s.  on  second  term 
rents,  or  23  years’  purchase,  50159-60. — William 
Ferrall  sold  a property  of  which  the  rent  was  £5 
and  got  20  years’  purchase  on  a first  term  rent,  in 
addition  to  a bonus  of  three  years’  purchase,  50101-2. 

Witness  had  in  his  mind  a definite  estate  when  he 
spoke  of  a rise  from  17  to  26  years’  purchase,  50191, 
•50202 — and  had  heard  of  this  from  the  tenants, 
50202 — and  in  the  case  of  18  years’  purchase  being 
asked  formerly,  whereas  28  was  now  demanded, 
50194,  50200 — in  addition  to  the  bonus,  50201-2. — 
The  rents  were  in  both  cases,  both  at  the  earlier  and 
later  dates,  first  term  rents,  50203,  50205-7.— Witness 
did  not  think  the  tenants  had  had  their  rents  re- 
duced between  the  times  of  the  lower  and  higher 
prices,  50203-4. 

Considerations  affecting  Price  of  Land. 

The  18  years’  transaction  was  in  1898,  1899,  or 
1900,  50194. — At  that  time  purchasing  tenants  had  to 
Pay  3 £ per  cent,  on  the  money,  50195.— The  landlord 
vu?  i*1  Land  Stock,  50196 — which  then  stood  at 
112,  so  that  when  he  got  £100  of  Land  Stock  he 
really  got  £112,  which,  with  three  years’  bonus,  made 


£115,  50198. — These  considerations  must  be  taken 
into  account,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  rents 
generally  affected  now  were  first  term  rents,  whereas 
then  they  were  second  term  rents,  50198.— Land  Stock 
at  the  present  time  stood  at  £86  or  £87,  50212.— It 
was  depreciated  under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  50210.— 
But  the  bonus  now  compensated  fully  for  the  12  per 
cent,  premium  then,  50211.— The  bonus  may  be  three 
or  four  years,  50199. — Landlords  were  now  paid  in 
gold,  50199 — and  had  opportunities  for  profitable  in- 
vestment (in  Land  Stock),  50212.— Under  the  Act  of 
1903  an  owner  might  clear  off  his  mortgages,  50214. — 
This  was  a great  advantage  to  landlords,  some  of 
whom  were  paying  6 per  cent,  on  mortgages,  50215. 
—Witness  did  not  understand  the  procedure  of  the 
Court  in  fixing  second  term  rents,  50149.— Generally 
when  a man  had  improved  the  land  he  was  evicted, 
50150. — Witness  supposed  that  a second  term  rent 
implied  a decrease  in  the  value  of  the  property, 
50166. — A second  term  rent  was  generally  three 
shillings  in  the  £ less  than  the  first  term  rent,  50106, 
50155. — Witness  admitted  that  in  fixing  a second 
term  rent  credit  was  given  to  the  tenant  for  improve- 
ments, 50161. 

Grass  Land  and  Landlords’  Improvements. 

Witness  found  it  hard  to  answer  the  question  as 
to  whether  the  State,  in  buying  grass  lands  from  a 
landlord,  should  compensate  him  for  money  spent  by 
him  or  his  predecessors  on  improving  the  land,  50165. 

But  he  agreed  that  the  landlord  had  already  reaped 
the  benefit  of  those  improvements,  50166.— Witness 
did  not  think  it  fair  that  a landlord  should  be  de- 
prived of  land  which  he  had  improved  and  made 
profitable  without  receiving  the  same  income  he  had 
before  the  sale,  50167. 


Migratory  Labour  Superseded  by  “ Conacre  ” 
Tenancy. 

For  years  men  and  boys  from  Curraghadoney, 
Crossboyne,  and  Ballandine  had  migrated  annually 
to  England  as  labourers,  saving  during  the  season  as 
much  as  £9  to  £12  each,  or  in  other  cases  £15  or  £16 
after  twelve  months’  toil  and  privation ; now  most 
of  these  men  stayed  at  home  and  tilled  what  used  to 
be  grazing  land ; in  England  they  suffered  great  hard- 
ships,  having  to  sleep  in  out-houses,  on  bags  instead 
of  beds,  50183. — This  was  distasteful  to  them,  and 
they  now  stayed  in  Ireland  as  “ conacre  ” tenants, 
50184--— Owing  to  the  competition  for  conacre  land 
(which  was  sold  in  plots  of  an  acre  or  so),  the  price 
rose  in  some  cases  to  £7  or  £8  an  acre,  50183.— At 
the  present  prices  of  oats,  turnips,  and  straw,  the 
“conacre”  tenant  must  work  at  a loss,  especially  as 
the  crop  was  considerably  damaged  by  rabbits  and 
game,  50184. — Farmers  tried  to  improve  grass  land 
by  letting  it  out  in  conacre  tillage,  50162.— Lord 
Oranmore  had  been  more  successful  in  letting  his  land 
m conacre  than  in  his  grazing  experiment,  50099. — 
He  reaped  a three-fold  benefit,  getting  £4  to  £6  per 
acre  for  his  conacre,  getting  his  land  improved  by 
tilling,  and  fattening  his  game  at  the  tenants’  ex- 
pense (for  reductions  were  not  made  even  if  half  the 
crop  were  destroyed  by  game) ; the  tenants  worked 
in  the  hope  of  having  a me  fodder  for  their  cattle 
during  winter,  but  this  might  not  result  in  any 
profit,  50184. — Migration  had  diminished,  but  not 
ceased,  in  the  villages  of  Curraghadoney  and  Cross- 
boyne, 50185,  50186.— The  rents  were  paid  from  the 
land  round  the  tenants’  houses,  and  the  shopkeeper 
by  gifts  from  America  at  Christmas,  50186.— Compul- 
sory  powers  were  needed  to  induce  these  landlords  to 
sell,  50186. 


High  Rents  under  the  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  see  that  tenants 

did  not  enter  into  foolish  bargains,  50221,  50232. 

It  had  not  in  this  county  adopted  the  responsibility, 
50233,  50236. — And  in  some  cases  tenants  had  paid 
too  much  for  their  land,  50233.— And  found  it  hard 
to  pay  their  annuities  and  live  in  moderate  comfort, 
50221. — Many  farmers  who  had  received  increased 
areas  of  land  were  no  better  off,  owing  to  paying 
high  rents,  and  to  increased  valuation  placed  on  their 
houses,  50221. — 49  years’  purchase  was  too  high  a 
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price  to  pay,  50234,  50238. — And  involved  tenants  in 
a responsibility  they  are  not  able  to  meet,  50235, 
50238. — In  mentioning  49  years,  Mr.  Kelly  had  in 
view  a particular  estate,  50239. — Which  witness  pre- 
ferred not  to  name,  50240. — The  forty  or  fifty  years’ 
purchase  was  on  the  valuation,  50234,  50238,  50243. 
— Witness  could  not  say  definitely  that  that  sum 
was  paid  by  the  Board,  50243,  50245. — If  the  Board 
was  anxious  to  find  holdings  for  congests,  and  was 
pressed  to  do  so,  it  might,  unless  it  had  compulsory 
powers,  be  obliged  to  pay  high  prices,  50246. — The 
tenants  on  the  Isidore  Bourke  Estate  found  their 
rents  too  high;  as  examples,  witness  gave  James 
Regan,  Curraghleigh,  20  acres,  including  four  acres 
plantation,  rent  £18  0,?.  2d.,  valuation  £18  5s.  ; John 
Reaney,  Curraghleigh,  18  acres,  rent  £16  2s.  6 d., 
valuation  £11 15 s. ; Thomas  Lavelle  (herd  on  the  farm 
Ballybehenry),  area  19  acres  4 poles,  rent  £9  15s., 
valuation  £11  13s.  2d. ; this  man  had  no  house  built, 
yet  paid  a £40  fine,  50221. — These  were  all  enlarged 
holdings,  50223. — And  tenants  were  struggling  to  meet 
the  rent,  50224. — It  was  a great  advantage  to  the 
tenant  to  have  good  land  added  to  his  holding, 
50226. — And  this  naturally  increased  the  annuity, 
50227. — When  this  estate  was  divided,  Mr.  M'Clean 
pressed  tenants  to  take  land,  50227-8. — Tenants  would 
pay  large  sums  to  each  other  for  tenant-right,  50229. 
— And  a man  getting  an  enlargement  will  not  expect, 
in  justice,  to  get  the  tenant-right  for  nothing,  50230. 
— And  if  he  had  a house  built,  he  might  be  charged 
for  the  building  or  improvement  of  it,  50231. — Wit- 
ness complained  that  the  conditions  made  at  the  sale 
of  the  Nolan -Far rail  Estate  had  not  been  carried  out 
by  the  landlord^  or  by  the  Board ; the  tenants,  who 
had  been  promised  a reduction  of  7s.  in  the  £ on 
first  term  rents,  and  5s.  on  second  term  rents,  50159- 
60,  50246. — Were  still  paying  their  old  rents,  in  some 
cases  £4,  or  £5  and  taxes,  though  the  bargain  took 
place  six  years  previously,  50246,  50248.— The  title 
had  only  just  now  been  completed,  50249.— And  the 
Board  had  made  improvements.  50251. — It  was  diffi- 
cult to  make  improvements  until  the  title  was  assured, 
50252. — There  had  been  difficulties  between  the  land- 
lord and  the  Board  about  the  home  farm  at  Lough- 
boy,  and  the  Board  said  that  the  sale  had  not  been 

completed,  though  they  collected  the  rents,  50248. 

The  tenants  thought  it  too  long  to  pav  the  old  rents 
for  eight  to  ten  years,  50248.— The  Board  was  ex- 
pending the  whole  rent  on  improving  the  holdings, 
and  of  this  the  tenants  had  the  benefit,  50247-8. 


Proposed  Consultation  op  Board  with  Tenants. 
Witness  thought  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
when  acquiring  grass  land  for  enlargement  of  hold- 
ings, should  consult  the  tenants  to  be  benefited,  as  to 
Paid  for  the  ^nd:  50253,  50256,  50258, 
o026°.— Not  every  tenant  should  be  consulted,  50261-2 
—As  that  would  prevent  any  sale,  50261— But  the 
their  F-lgent’  s0  that  th*J  should  be  aware,  when 
hev  would  the  responsibilities 

they  would  have  to  meet,  50258,  50262— They  could 

fixed b50255en  lnformatlon  about  holdings  not  yet 


Drainage  op  The  Robe. 

T?nhlltnen®  esked  tbe  Commission  to  inspect  the  Rive 
Mk,  which  rase  in  the  Dillon  Estate,  in  the  paJS 

hLds°oTk“nn  ,th;°uSb  new  in  th 

Z 

soon  utfderC  the^oani , ^hlf  rive’r  nflowed0  thro^h  ^ 

caused  more  flooding  below  - and  fcnaMs'h  d .1  h“ 
ened  legal  action  afainslV  S*0?* 


more  allowed  the  river  bed  to  be  lowered  at  Castle 
margarrett,  in  his  demesne,  a plan  which  would  pro' 
vide  an  effective  fall  as  far  as  Brickens,  50263.  V 

Action  op  the  Congested  Districts  Board  iN  THe 
Scheme. 

Witness  thought  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  which  had  done  so  much  towards  draining 
the  country,  should  have  commenced  its  drainage 
operations  with  the  River  Robe,  instead  of  with  the 
tributaries  of  that  river;  the  Board  had  suggested 
that  the  drainage  between  the  source  and  Tagheen 
Bridge  could  be  done  for  £3,500,  and  had  offered 
to  subscribe  two-thirds  of  that  sum,  50264-5— Ami 
Lord  Oranmore  would  pay  his  share  on  lands  outside 
but  not  on  his  demesne,  50264. — The  offer  of  the 
Board  was  conditional  on  the  formation  of  a Drain- 
age Board,  which  would’  undertake  the  work  in  ac- 
cordance with  plans  approved  by  it,  and  by  Lord 
Oranmore;  would  levy  one-third ‘of  the  expenditure 
(£1,167)  on  the  lands  benefited,  and  be  responsible 
for  the  future  maintenance  of  the  river,  50264,  50266. 
— The  Claremorris  District  Council  held  a special 
meeting,  and  agreed  to  the  above  arrangement,  50264 
50267— But  they  were  unable  to  obtain  from  the 
Board  of  Works  the  necessary  loan  of  £1,167,  50263 
50271. — The  loan  was  refused,  pending  the  report  of 
the  Arterial  Drainage  Commission,  50263,  50270  — 
It  was  left  to  Father  M'Hugh  to  arrange  with  the 
Board  of  Works  and  the  Arterial  Drainage  Com- 
mission, 50269— The  Arterial  Drainage  Commission 
approved  the  draining  of  the  river,  but  refused  to 
take  evidence,  on  the  plea  that  the  Commission  was 
not  formed  to  go  into  special  cases,  50264— The  dis- 
trict was  to  blame  for  not  taking  advantage  of  the 
Board’s  generous  offer,  but  it  was  impossible  to  raise 
the  loan,  50271. — The  inhabitants  manifested  an  in- 
dividual  interest  in  the  drainage  of  the  river,  and 
hoped  to  obtain  their  end  through  this  Royal  Com- 
mission, 50263. 


HERAGHTY,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Congestion  Remedied  by  Distribution  of  Geass 
Lands. 

The  Ballinrobe  Union  w.a®  as  much  congested  as 
any  rural  district  in  the  county,  50272— It  should 
be  scheduled  and  placed  under  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  50273,  50352. — The  people  were  very  miser- 
able, 50274. — And  compulsory  purchase  would  he  the 
only  means  of  acquiring  grass  land  and  relieving  con- 
gestion, 50275. — The  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  have  more  power  and  facilities  to  purchase 
these  places,  as  they  were  the  only  body  which  had 
made  .an  effort  to  relieve  congestion,  50275— If  all 
the  land  held  in  the  country  on  the  eleven  and  twelve 
months’  system  were  acquired  by  the  Board  or  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  it  wonld  be  insufficient  to 
relieve  congestion,  50335. — The  Commissioners’  re- 
turns showed  that  the  grass  land  in  Ballinrobe  would 
^sufficient  to  relieve  the  congestion  therein, 
50335-7,  50359. — The  land,  when  acquired,  should  he 
divided  first  among  the  tenants  of  the  townlands  on 
the  estate  containing  the  grass  land,  and  tenants  on 
adjoining  estates,  50276-7. — And,  if  -any  remained,  it 
should  be  given  to  sons  iand  daughters  of  the  people 
on  the  estate,  50276-7. 


Acquisition  of  Grass  Lands  of  Judicial  Tenants 
cniundiciaLfarms  should  be  acquired  compulsorilj 
50278,  50281-2. — Equally  when  the  judicial  tenar 
was  a tenant  purchaser,  if  he  occupied  a farm  froi 
winch  previous  holders  were  evicted,  50282. — But  wi’ 
ness  would  except  a roan  who  had  already  conclude 
? i?]'U'iC  lase’  5°281- — He  knew  of  no  grazing  farm 
f i-u  , Purchasing  tenants,  50280. — If  necessarj 
tor  the  benefit  of  the  country,  the  land  of  a pui 
wionc1®  ,^<:;nan"fc  should  be  acquired'  compulsorilj 
Witness  was  willing  to  apply  compulsion  t 
=nooJandl01'd\  50286-7— The  landlord  held  in  f« 
ou<s67a— Land,  however  held,  or  by  whomsoever  helc 
snoorT  ^T^red  compulsorily  in  case  of  necessitj 
50290— Certainly  so,  if  the  holder  was  a shopkeept 
with  a grazing  farm,  50291— This  opinion  was  share 
50292  6 'h'’glieSt  authorities,  including  Mr.  Dorai 
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HERAGHTY,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 

Acquisition  of  Cut-away  Bog  and  scattered  Lands 
of  Large  Tenants. 

Witness  thought  the  (Board  should  have  power  to 
acquire  cut-away  bog  for  the  purpose  of  forestry, 
which  would  eventually  enrich  the  country  and  im- 
prove the  climate,  50294. — And  that  any  tenant 
having  a compact  holding  of  fifty  acres  should  re- 
linquish other  small  patches,  scattered  amongst  the 
holdings  of  small  tenants,  holding  four  or  five  acres, 
50295-6. — And  these  should  be  given  to  the  small 
adjoining  tenants,  50296. — ■An  instance  of  a tenant 
of  this  kind  was  to  'be  seen  at  Brownstown,  in  Ba-I- 
linrobe,  on  the  estate  of  G.  Browne,  50297-8.— He 
should  obtain  “Court  value”  for  these  patches, 
50296. — “Court  value”  was  “fair  value”  accord- 
ing to  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  50296. 

Acquisition  of  Land,  at  its  Letting  Value, 
previous  to  1881. 

Witness  suggested  that  land  should  not  be  ac- 
quired at  the  present  letting  price,  but  at  a price 
calculated  on  tile  rent  paid  for  it  before  1881,  50300, 
50310. — Twenty-five  years  ago,  50300,  50301.— When 
the  land  was  held  by  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen 
for  agricultural  purposes,  50299,  50304.— For  it  would 
be  used  for  agriculture  by  the  congested  tenants,  who 
were  to  receive  it,  50304. — These  Englishmen  and 
Scotchmen  took  the  land  when  tlie  former  tenants 
were  evicted,  50299. — These  men  all  failed  to  farm 
the  land  profitably,  50302. — They  all  left  when  agri- 
cultural prices  fell,  50299,  50302,  50305. — They  left 
in  poverty,  50309a. — And  had  impoverished  the  land 
by  working  it  with  .artificial  manures,  50308. — On 
the  English  and  Scotch  systems,  50307,  50309. — Wit- 
ness did  not  know  whether  they  left,  owing  arrears 
to  their  landlords,  50304.— That  system  was  not  a 
permanent  one,  50305. — And  the  present  system  was 
risky,  and  if  the  State  paid  auction  prices,  it  would 
embark  in  a risky  transaction,  50306. — But  not  if 
it  purchased  at  "will at  it  let  at  before  1881,  50311-13. 
— The  Land  Act  of  1881  cut  down  the  letting  value 
of  poor  bog  land,  and  reduced  rack-rents,  50314-5.— 
But  did  not  reduce  rich  grass  land,  50314. — Witness 
did  not  therefore  contemplate  that  the  price  to  be 
given  for  grass  lands  would  be  more  than  their  pre- 
sent letting  value,  50315. — He  intended  his  proposi- 
tion to  refer  only  to  holdings  outside  the  operation 
of  the  Land  Act,  50316. — Witness  considered  that 
it  was  just  to  dispossess  owners  and  give  them  less 
than  their  present  income,  because  the  land  had  been 
wrongfully  taken  from  its  former  owners,  and  the 
State  (being  a party  to  that  wrong)  should  en- 
deavour to  redress  it,  50317. — The  former  tenants, 
driven  out  to  cut-away  bogs,  should  he  relieved,  and 
have  their  grievances  redressed,  50321.— The  proce- 
dure would  be  just  when  the  tenant  to  be  dispossessed 
was  a judicial  tenant,  50319. — If  it  was  a shopkeeper, 
who  had  nothing  to  do  with  tilie  past,  hut  had 
bought  a piece  of  land  which  was  in  the  market,  he 
should  be  removed,  that  the  State  might  redeem  it 
for  a judicial  tenant,  50319. — If  it  was  a shopkeeper, 
who  had  made  his  money  by  trading  and  had  risen 
from  a position  where  lie  had  not  a shilling,  he 
should  be  evicted  and  compensated  if  he  lived  in 
a village  where  the  inhabitants  were  miserable  beg- 
gars, 30325. — He  should  suffer  more  or  less,  as  lie 
went  into  the  position  with  his  eyes  open,  50326. — 
But  witness  would  give  him  his  interest,  50327. — 
” itness  did  not  think  the  State  could  .ascertain  the 
present  income  of  the  dispossessed  tenant,  50238. — 
Witness  would  not  give  a dispossessed  holder  of  grass 
land  a sum  bringing  him  in  his  present  income,  but  the 
P£ce  he  flii nisei f had  given  for  the  land,  50329-30, 
+i  1 and  was  bought  as  a speculation,  and 

the  buyer  should  not  be  compensated  for  profits  he 
received  at  the  present  day,  50331,  50334.— Witness 
was  aware  that  both  parties  in  Parliament  were 
anxious  to  relieve  congestion,  50332-3. — iBut  he  did 
not  think  they  were  bound  to  pay  more  than  the 
purchase  price  the  tenant  himself  had  paid,  50334. 

Proposed  Transference  of  Funds  to  Congested 
Districts  Board. 

. Witness  proposed'  that  the  funds  of  the  Agricul- 
tural _ Board  should  be  handed  back  to  the  Congested 
•districts  Board,  so  that  those  bodies  could  be  amal- 
gamated, 50339-40,  50342. -The  bodies  would  then 


HERAGHTY,  Mr.  THOMAS— continued. 

only  need  half  the  number  of  officials,  and  a great 
saving  would  be  accomplished,  and  the  state  of  the 
country  improved,  50342.— The  purposes  for  which 
the  bodies  were  formed  were  not  carried  out,  50343.— 
The  Congested  Districts  Board  did  the  work  better 
than  the  Agricultural  Department,  50346. — To  which 
the  work  was  transferred  some  years  ago,  50344-5. — 
The  Agricultural  Board  frequently  wasted  public 
money,  50347. — Witness  really  intended  to  suggest  the 
re-transference  of  the  work  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  50348. — Because  the  agricultural  schemes 
would  then  be  more  beneficial,  50348. — Witness  was 
himself  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Committee, 
whose  suggestion  was  ignored  hy  the  Board,  while 
the  Board’s  own  plans  were  useless,  50349. 

New  Tenancies  since  1903  to  be  void. 

Witness  suggested  that  leases  or  assignments  made 
since  1903  by  landlords,  sfor  the  creation  of  new 
tenancies,  should1  be  .illegal  .and  abortive,  50350. — 
Some  underling  in  an  office  might  have  a bogus  lease 
drawn  and  lodge  a claim  when  the  Board  came  to 
purchase,  50351. — 'Witness  instanced  a case  on  the 
Claremorris  Estate  where  tenants  had  agreed  to  pur- 
chase through  the  Estates  Commissioners,  when  a 
Mr.  Good,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  office,  had  claimed 
by  an  assignment  several  hundred  acres  which  was 
at  one  time  the  demesne  of  the  Claremorris  family, 
50353.— Mr.  Good  had  bought  a portion  of  land  from 
a bailiff  on  the  estate,  50353-4. — And  by  this  means 
coming  in  as  a tenant,  50355. — Was  able  to  purchase 
a large  part  of  the  property,  50353,  50355. — Mr. 
Good  was  an.  agent,  50357. — Living  fifty  miles  away, 
at  Westport-,  50355,  50357. — And  the  transaction 
came  before  the  'Court,  50355. — When  Judge  Morphy 
declared  the  whole  proceeding  to  he  illegal  and  a 
fraud,  50356. 


STEPHENS,  Very  Rev.  CANON. 


Congestion  in  Ballinkobe. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  compul- 
sory powers,  and  funds  for  the  relief  of  distress,  50369. 
— Witness  suggested  that  the  parish  of  Ballinrobe 
ought  to  be  scheduled  as  congested,  50361,  50369, 
50394. — And  also  the  county  generally,  50394. — And 
the  whole  province,  50369. — In  the  parish  of  Ballin- 
robe there  were  4,000  acres  of  grass  lands,  on  which 
bullocks  were  fattened,  and  many  families  were  living 
on  extremely  congested  holdings,  on  intermixed  plots 
immediately  adjacent,  50361,  50364. — In  the  Kil- 
maine  district  of  the  Bingham  Estate  there  were  2,374 
acres  in  the-  hands  of  three  farmers,  and  round  about, 
on  bog,  on  rocky  land,  there  were  more  than  sixty 
families  on  holdings  broken  into  707  separate  patches, 
50361. — There  was  not  an  economic  holding  on  the 
estate,  and  the  peasants,  evicted  from  the  lands  now 
under  grazing,  worked  as  labourers,  50367. — The  un- 
economic holders  were  descendants  of  evicted  tenants, 
50365. — In  the  village  of  Cregduff,  there  were  twenty 
families  whose  holdings  were  scattered  in  352  patches  ; 
in  Clooncreen,  eighteen  families  had  127  patches  of 
bog  reclaimed  by  themselves  and  their  predecessors ; 
in  Rosslaura,  once  a penisula  in  a bog,  eleven  families 
held  169  separate  patches,  chiefly  bog  reclaimed  by 
themselves ; there  were  a few  cottiers,  a few  herds- 
men, and  a few  labourers,  but  no  labourer’s  cottage 
in  the  Union,  50361. — In  Knocknadriume,  eleven 
families  had  fifty-eight  patches. 

Clause  75  of  the  Act  of  1903. 

Witness  suggested  that  Clause  75  should  be  expunged 
from  the  Land  Act  of  1903,  50361,  50383. — Because, 
although  the  district  was  not  scheduled,  the  valuation 
was  only  kept  up  by  the  grass  lands,  50368,  50369. — 
The  clause  provided  only  for  the  advantage  of  those 
whose  rateable  value  did  not  exceed  £5,  whereas 
many  of  those  whose  valuation  was  over  £5  were 
equally  in  need  of  help,  50380. — Witness  thought  it 
better  first  to  relieve  those  whose  valuation  was  small, 
50381. — Valuation  was  no  test,  holdings  of  £5  might 

Sy 
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be  economic,  50382. — The  section,  though  only  per- 
missory,  was  a blot  on  the  Bill,  50384. — It  might  be 
enlarged  over  £5 — the  Land  Act  was  simply  meant 
for  the  redistribution  of  grass  land  as  a whole,  50368. 

Distribution  of  Grass  Lands,  and  Migrants  from 
a Distance. 

Migration  was  a relief  question,  the  line  was  hard 
to  draw,  but  it  was  drawn  at  the  wrong  place,  50381. 
— Witness  considered  that  the  importation  of  strange 
migrants  would  be  to  make  the  existing  distress  pei'- 
manent  and  irreparable,  50361. — By  strangers,  he 
meant  persons  from  other  localities,  50362. — The  poor 
farmers  of  the  district,  some  of  whom  had  been  evic- 
ted from  the  land,  had  the  first  claim,  50366. — They 
might-  be  put  back  on  moderate  holdings,  and  the  few 
who  still  had  uneconomic  holdings  might  work  as 
labourers,  50367. — The  existing  holdings  should  first 
be  made  economic,  before  sons  of  tenants  were  con- 
sidered, 50386. — The  holders  on  the  property  purchased 
should  be  first  benefited,  50388. — Then  the  sons  of  ten- 
ants whom  ight  wish  to  migrate  to  economic  holdings 
should  be  provided  for,  50387. — Witness  considered  it 
unreasonable  to  import  into-  the  Kilmaine  section  of 
the  Bingham  Estate  poor  migrants  from  other  districts, 
while  the  holders  on  the  estate  were  in  the  abject 
poverty  lie  had  described,  50391.— The  section  was 
permissive  only,  but  permitted  an  injustice,  50389, 
50390-2. — It  would  be  a step  in  the  right-  direction  to 
raise  the  valuation  from  £5  io  £10,  50393.— There 
was  much  dissatisfaction  among  the  peasantry  at  the 
prospect  of  migrants  from  a distance,  which  might, 
witness  thought,  become  dangerous  and  uncontrollable 
if  the  migrants  were  introduced,  50369,  50378. — The 
Bingham  Estate  had  been  recently  purchased  from 
the  Earl  of  Lucan  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
50361,  50370. — He  did  not  know  the  price  paid,  50371- 
2.— He  was  not  aware  that-  local  people  had  been  con- 
sulted; tenants  were  eventually  asked  (at  a meeting 
at  which  witness  was  present)  what  price  they  would 
offer  for  the  land,  if  acquired,  and  they  consulted, 
and  offered  thirteen  years’  purchase,  if  their  holdings 
were  to  be  economic,  50373.— Witness  did  not  in  any 
way  influence  or  advise  the  tenants,  50373.— The 
estate  "-as  within  1J,  miles  of  Ballinrobe,  50371. 


Drainage  of  the  River  Robe. 

The  constant  flooding  of  the  River  Robe  was  tl 
cause  of  much  distress,  it  flooded  thousands  of  acr 
in  in?  a?ds from  its  source  in  Beki 
rennvte§htlMaske’ ithe  DramaSe  Commissioners  in  18< 
toPbel14  2?  fttrea  °f  fl°*1ded  lands  in  th&  distri 
t?  °er  14> statute  acres;  the  report  was  drawn  u 

ian  ?mi"ent  enSim'cr>  who  estimate 
that  the  increased  value  m the  lands,  resulting  froi 

l«y,  oi  ?£? £e0lg 
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the  Congested  Districts  Board  L 1 

on  quays  at  Ballinrobe,  and  weirs  -,,,?1!  ,WOrks 
bridges  on  the  Rohe  • if  - w ild  locks  an 
were  spent  in  making  the  vi?  til0Vsaad  pounds  moi 
Mask  to  Ballinrobe8  and  \h!\  I,av,1^Ie  Loug 
tains  of  Partrv  would  he  «,?+iPe°P  6 f,roin  t,le  luoui 
the  town  of  bTiiH  L^1^  °!  a 
perity  and  the  neichi.n,  ? d ?e£ain  1*:s  former  pros 
attractive  to  tourists-  the?1*  ,^oul(i. ^ in»de  moi 
river  from  * deepening  th 

small  outlay  and  lar<re  p,.0f? lfei?6  ,was  one  c 
tannery,  brewing,  tobacco  indusfrv  ”U’<?be  -ODce  ha 
and  tuck  mills,  and  ,„anv  cJttac-2«d  ?pu?ning>  &>* 
had  brought  (lie  ouestion  tn  +i®e  lndl|stnes  ; witnos 

cultural  Department,  which  lind  ?1Ce.  °,f  the  Agr 
and  sympathetically,  but  said  inth. P°1‘j'ed  at  lengt 
not  a question  for  the  Den-,,-/  ? t«d’  that  ifc  *'< 
JUS  not  aware  tint  50374.— Witnes 

dered  before  the  Drain  a ire  fn,  • -Sukject  was  ter 

“ applied  t/th-'a  Sw S“!ndhe  bin 

' oiks,  and  was  tol 


that  the  money  could  be  obtained  as  a Treasury  Grant 
or  as  a loan  granted  on  the  application  of  a Drainage 
Board,  but  that  there  was  little  chance  of  either 
50375.— Why  the  local  landlords  objected,  witness 
could  not  explain,  except  that  one  thought  it  would 
interfere  with  his  privacy,  50376.— Witness  believed 
that  the  scheme  of  drainage  would  be  an  advantage 
in  every  way,  50379.— The  former  scheme  broke  down 
because  fissures  in  the  limestone  swallowed  up  Ihe 
water  between  Lough  Mask  and  Lough  Corrib  ■ this 
could  now  .be  remedied,  with  some  hundreds  or  thou- 
sands of  tons  of  cement,  50377, 


Sale  of  the  River  to  Lord  Ardilaun. 

A question  should  be-  asked  in  Parliament  as  to 
whether  the  Grand  Jury  of  Mayo  were  right  in  selling 
the  river  to  Lord  Ardilaun ; if  salmon  were  allowed 
up  from  Lough  Corrib,  Lough  Mask  might  be  one 
of  the  chief  fisheries  in  Ireland,  50377. 


FALLON,  Rev.  JOHN. 


Scheduling  by  Townlands. 

Witness  recommended  a change  in  the  law  as  re- 
garded scheduling  congested  areas ; as  the  law  ex- 
isted a large  number  of  townlands  or  villages,  though 
in  reality  congested,  could  not  be  scheduled,  aud  there- 
fore could  not  come  under  the  Congested  Districts 
Board ; for  example  the  village  of  Clonlavish,  in  the 
parish  of  Knock,  was  the  most  congested  in  the  parish, 
having  twenty  houses  only  a few  yards  apart,  with 
holdings  varying  from  £3  to  £4  valuation ; this  was 
no  exceptional  case,  and  the  law  should  be  amended 
to  include  them,  50397.— Witness  suggested  that  the 
Board  should  be  empowered  to  schedule  congestion 
wherever  it  existed;  this,  after  official  inspection, 
by  Mr.  Doran,  or  other  officials,  50397-8— And  the 
scheduling  should  be  by  townlands,  50397,  50399- 
Witness  was  glad  to  hear  this  was  the  rule  in  Scot- 
land, 50400. 


Representation  of  Congested  Districts  on  the 
Board. 

Witness  regretted  that  there  was  no  representative 
of  the  congested  districts  of  County  Galway,  and  of 
the  western  seaboard  of  County  Mayo,  on  the  Con- 
gasted  Districts  Board,  50400.— He  thought  there 
should  be  one  member  for  each  county,  as  it  was  un- 
wise to  have  a large  Board,  50400,  50402.— The  County 
Councils  should  be  empowered  to  select  a representa- 
tive, either  within  or  outside  their  own  body  to  repre- 
sent them  on  the  Board  ; the  County  Councillors  were 
tairly  intelligent  representatives,  and  could  give 
valuable  assistance,  but  he  would  not  limit  repre- 
sentation to  them,  50402-3.— He  did  not  mind  whether 
the  representatives  were  elected  or  nominated  by  the 
Council,  50403.— He  did  not  think  one  member  from 
each  congested  county  would  make  the  Board  un- 
wieldy,  ^ 50405-6. —W itness  did  not  recommend  the 
?n7i7/]Jla  °f  those  members  by  Parish  Committees, 
-Though  these  were  well  informed  as  to  local 
needs  50433.  But  Parish  Committees  only  existed 
in  certain  parishes,  50434.— And  there  were  congested 
parishes  which  had  no  committee,  50435.— The  grants 
to  lansh  Committees  were  annual,  and  might  be 
discontinued,  50434.— It  took  some  time  to  master 
tne  work  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  50439.- 
™hlcss  thought  that  a man  who  did  his  duty 
j-j  ^ ,e  Rejected  by  the  County  Council,  even  if  he 
firs,tlrobtain  many  advantages  for  his  dis- 
nf  nfR„  ^ Wltness  would  prefer  six  years’  tenure 
< w f6  *°  ?e®’  as  **  gave  a man  time  to  learn,  and 
also  to  use  his  knowledge,  50443.— Witness  would 
give  no  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  same 
persons  being  at  once  a member  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and  the 

S.<fi?’So7-8  ASri“lto'.  » “”7 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  IX. 


513 


FALLON,  Rer.  JOHN — continued. 


FALLON,  Rer.  JOHN — continued. 


Operations  op  the  Congested  Districts  Board  in 
Connaught. 

Witness  did  not  advise'  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  with  the  Estates  Commis- 
sion, being  of  opinion  that  the  Board  should  deal  with 
the  purchase  and  distribution  of  land,  50408. — In 
Connaught,  Donegal,  Kerry  and  West  Cork,  in  the 
purchase  of  estates  where  there  was  little  improve- 
ment to  be.  made,  land  might  as  well  be  purchased 
through  the  Commissioners  as  the  Board,  but  in  deal- 
ing with  estates  where  the  holdings  must  be  improved, 
or  remodelled,  aud  where  questions  arose  of  turbary 
rights,  rights  of  way,  deeds  of  assignment,  etc.,  the 
experience  of  the  Board  and  its  officials  made  it  the 
only  suitable  authority,  and  it  would  be  a calamity 
if  the  Board  were  broken  up,  and  its  experience  not 
made  available,  or  if  it  were  amalgamated  with  the 
Estates  Commission ; the  Board  had  been  operating 
in  a successful  manner  in  the  parish  of  Knock  for 
nine  years  ; Mr.  Doran,  by  his  courtesy,  sympathy, 
and  fairness,  had  made  the  Board  trusted  and  re- 
spected; witness  would  not  advise  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  should  operate  in  Connaught,  50409. 

Relief  of  Congestion  by  Acquisition  of  Grass 
Lands. 

Witness  recognised  that  the  problem  of  obtaining 
more,  and  better  land  for  congests,  was  a difficult 
one;  if  there  were  untenanted  lands  or  non-resi- 
dential  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  Board  should 
have  compulsory  powers  to  acquire  them,  and  should 
parcel  them  into  lots  of  eight  or  ten  acres,  to  ho 
distributed  among  the  smaller  holdings,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  them  economic ; this  plan  had  been 
successfully  tried  on  two  farms  in  Knock,  and  was 
likely  to  succeed  generally,  50448-9.— 1 This  was  done 
by  the  Board,  50448-9. — It  w.as  likely  to  succeed, 
because  it  Would  not  entail  much  expense,  the  tenant 
already  possessing  house  and  outbuildings,  so  that 
the  Board  would  net  be  called  upon  for  large  sums, 
nor  the  tenant  for  more  rent  than  he  could  expect 
pay,  while  the  extra  land  would  benefit  him  con- 
siderably, 50449.— -Witness  thought  the  old  house, 
if  fairly  good,  would  suffice  dor  the  new  holding, 
50450. — The  tenants  (now  obliged  to  pay  high  rents 
fur  con-acre,  and'  to  buy  grazing)  would  he  satisfied 
with  extra  land,  not  immediately  contiguous  to  their 
holdings,  50450-1. 


Common  Grazing. 

Witness  did  not  advise  common  grazing  in  the 
vicinity  of  congested  districts,  as  lie  "thought  it  not 
likely  to  be  .a  permanent  arrangement,  50452-3, 
50456,  50463.— But,  at  any  rate,  it  gave  tenants  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs,  50467.— Permanent 
possession  alone,  gave  the  peasantry  on  interest  in 
the  land,  and  was  what  witness  wished,  50456.— It 
would  be  better  to  have  common  grazing  than  to 
leave  tilings  as  they  were,  50461-2.— If  the  acquisi- 
wVi  Pei‘manent  holdings  was  impracticable,  50460. 
enicc  688  had  no  objection  to  the  plans,  50460,  50464, 
nofc  see  }l's  way  to  managing  it, 
Kniieo — *Ee  n,,t  know  it  was  common  in  Europe, 

i , was  tl,c  kisis  of  land  tenure  in  Scot- 

land, 50459. — It  would  be  easily  managed  if  you  got 
good  managers,  50465. 

Relief  of  Congested  Townlands,  not  adjacent  to 
Grass  Lands— Migration,  etc. 
i ^Jle  .8reatest  difficulty  was  in  the  case  of  town- 
lands  (such  .as  some  in  Swinford  Union)  not  within 
a ten  mile  radius  of  grass  lands  ; migration  was  a 
remedy  for  this,  and  was  much  less  distasteful  than 
formerly  to  the  peasantry  of  Western  Ireland,  this 
srwAvSS  *t,tl'ibule'1  to  intercourse  with  America, 
EOAfiv  o o ^ "ce  many  emigrants  returned  each  year, 
ouooc-H.— Sometimes,  in  witness’s  parish,  as  many 
as  a hundred  in  .a  year,  chiefly  girls,  who  had  emi 
grated  at  sixteen  or  seventeen,  and  returned  in  five 
o seven  years,  having  saved  £100  to  £200,  which, 
in  Mayo  made  it  certain  that  they  would  be  able  to 
Many,  50469-70.— Very  few  men  returned,  nor  did 
iney  semi  back  so  much  money  as  the  girls,  50471— 
ltness  did  not  anticipate  a bad  reception  for  emi- 
bah i,1,10  wnnts  oE  local  holders  were  first  sup- 
plied, 50471.  1 


High  Valuation  discourages  Migration. 

The  great  objection  of  the  tenant  farmer  to  mi- 
grate was  his  reluctance  to  face  high  rents,  high 
rates,  and  increased  working  expenditure  of  a new, 
larger  holding  ; this,  witness  considered,  was  ,a  wise 
reluctance,  50467. — A number  of  small  holders  in 
Knock  had  been  offered  larger  holdings  if  they  wished 
to  migrate ; five  of  them  migrated,  hut  the  others, 
after  inspecting  the  new  holdings  and  considering 
the  annuities,  declined  to  do  so,  being  frightened  by 
the  high  rents,  50471. — Those  who  consented  to  mi- 
grate, witness  had  visited ; witness  thought  that  a 
large,  prosperous  farmer  should  'be  given  every  en- 
couragement to  migrate,  as  he  would  probably  suc- 
ceed in  his  new  farm,  but  the  experiment  of  mi- 
grating poor  tenants  into  new  holdings  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  acres  provided  with  new  'fences  and  houses, 
was  dangerous,  50472. — Because  the  tenant  had  to 
pay  an  annuity,  50  or  even  100  per  cent,  above  his 
neighbours,  who  had  their  tenant  right,  50473. — As 
an  example,  witness  gave  tile  case  of  a migrant, 
planted  by  the  Estates  Commissioners  on  a farm  for 
which  he  paid  £1  5s.  an  acre,  while  his  brother, 
who  had  a tenant  right,  and  lived  on  the  other  side 
of  the  road,  was  paying  11s.  or  12s.,  50473-4. — The 
brother  had  a house,  but  the  new  tenant  had  to 
build  one,  50474. — Witness  thought-  he  had  no  grant 
towards  liis  house,  50476. — And  he  would  also  have 
to  pay  high  rates,  50474,  50477. — The  new  slated 
houses  also  were  rated  upon  a high  valuation,  50477. 
Perhaps  £2  extra,  50478. — This  handicapped  him  in 
the  race  for  the  68 i years,  50477. — Witness  knew  a 
woman,  a migrant,  who  paid  £4  18s.  in  rates  alone, 
on  ten  Irish  acres,  50480-1. — And  a man  paid-  £4  6s. 
on  a valuation  of  £20,  and  an  area  of  sixteen  acres, 
50481. — This  was  a great  grievance,  and  concerned 
the  Government,  not  the  Board,  50477-8. — Which 
had  made  superfluous  efforts  to  keep  down  the  an- 
nuity, and  had  made  it  as  small  as  possible  ; but  it 
was  the  high  valuation  which  handicapped  the  poor 
man,  50481-2,  50483-4. — The  tenant  who  had  an  en- 
larged holding,  as  well  as  the  migrant,  had  a larger 
annuity,  and  had  to  build  fences,  50473. — When  the 
Board  took  a new  farm  they  must  keep  the  old 
valuation,  and  the  houses  were  valued  besides,  as  an 
extra,  50478.-  The  migrants  needed  all  their  re- 
sources for  the  working  of  the  land,  50483.— Rates 
must  naturally  rise,  with  the  advance  of  civilisation, 
and  would  be  a burden  upon  the  ordinary  land- 
holder, but  would  press  move  heavily  upon  a migrant, 
50484. — Witness  considered  that  the  high  valuation 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  too  high  a price  had  been 
given  for  the  unoccupied  land,  afterwards  divided, 
50476. 

Deferred  Taxation  of  Houses. 

Witness  recommended  that  the  migrant  for  whom 
a house  was  built  should  be  rated  and  taxed  on  his 
land  but  not  on  the  house,  for  a term  of  years,  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  50478-80,  50485-6. — Thia 
would  give  the  migrant-  -a  chance  of  starting  on  a 
fair  level  with  his  neighbours,  a.nd  unless  he  could 
do  so,  migration  would  be.  attended  with  disaster, 
50483. — The  tenant  had  been  assisted  to  migrate 
because  he  was  otherwise  unable  to  live,  and  he 
should  be  given  a chance  of  living.  50487. — Witness 
would  not  except  in  the  same  manner  tenants  who 
had  built  their  own  houses,  or  tenants  with  en- 
larged holdings  for  whom  the  Board  liad  built  houses, 
50486-8. 


Work  of  the  Parish  Committees. 

Witness  considered  Parish  Committees  most 
valuable  in  dealing  with  persons  living  on  fairly 
economic  holdings  and  showing  an  apathy  with  re- 
gard to  improvements  which  was  a survival  of  the 
time  when  improvements  entailed  an  increase  of 
rent ; no  other  scheme  had  such  possibilitjes  as  the 
Parish  Committee  scheme ; it  had,  in  nirm  years, 
worked  remarkable  improvements  in  Knock ; the  first 
vear  it  built  about  50  out-offices,  estimated  on  an  aver- 
age at  £12  each,  and  this  was  continued  till  every  land- 
holder had  sufficient  accommodation  ; the  houses  were 
then  improved,  until  most  of  them  were  provided 
with  concrete  floors  and'  large  windows,  50409.-- 
3 y 2 
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Though  ithe  valuation  put  on  these  houses  was  un- 
fair, and  pressed  heavily  on  the  poor,  50429-30. — 
It  did  not  actually  deter  them  from  building,  and 
in  one  village  recently  twenty  sla-ted  houses  had 
been  built  within  the  year,  50430. — The  scheme  (had 
the  effect  of  technical  training  upon  the  villagers, 
50431-2. — They  had  to  build  upon  sites  selected,  ianct 
carry  out  plans  and  specifications  submitted  under  the 
instruction  of  the  supervisor,  and,  training  once 
begun  to  improve,  the  taste  for  improvement  became 
almost  a passion,  one  improvement  leading  the 
others,  50430,  50436. — This  was  an  opinion  formed 
from  witness’s  own  observation,  50436-7. — The  Parish 
Committee  at  Knock  had  had  domestic  classes, 
which  were  wonderfully  successful,  50444-5. — The 
Board  sent  down  instructors  in  cookery,  laundry, 
and  domestic  economy,  50445-7. — A class  was  formed 
at  the  best  house  in  the  village,  and  a class  of  forty 
girls  of  ages  averaging  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one, 
met  weekly,  hardly  one  being  absent  for  six  weeks  ; 
the  class  changed  the  aspect  of  the  country  in  the 
way  of  cleanliness  and  tidiness,  50445.— Which  wit- 
ness considered  the  'best  economy  of  all,  50448— 
They  had  applied  for  another  'class,  50445.— Last 
year  the  Parish  Committee  of  Knock  had 
planted  20,000  trees,  50409-10.—' Hie  Board  had  paid 
a third  of  the  cost  of  trees,  ordered  and  bought  by 
the  Parish  Committee,  through  witness,  this 
amounted  to  £5,  50411.— The  peasantry  began  to 
plant  trees  themselves  three  years  previously,  and 
some  were  growing,  50421.— But  many  Quad  died, 
owing  to  had  planting,  and  were  being  replaced, 
S?4^-— Witness  would  not  say  that  a third  had 
died,  50423.— These  trees  had  been  given  by  the 
and  would  in  future  be  valuable  shelter  belts, 
50412. — The  Parish  Committee  now  allowed  the 
tenant  one-third  the  cost  of  the  trees,  50415,  50418  — 
And  nothing  for  his  labour,  50420— 1 This  worked 
successfully,  and  witness  expected  to  double  the  num- 
ber neri;  year,  50419— Tlie  trees  planted  were  chiefly 
Austrian  pine  and  Scotch  fir,  50413— No  trees  were 
given  till  the  supervisor  had  reported  that  the  land 
to  be  planted  was  properly  fenced,  50414. 

Supervisors  of  Agbicultuae. 

•u,;+IltneSR  V1^.Ug'1ifc  tlle,  T!an  of  supervision  adopted 
t<?  Itee-piantmg  could  be  successfully 
^culture ; the  supervisor  would  super- 
t d*'the  PrePaTAtl?n  ground,  and  give  in- 

tformation  as  to  seeds,  times  of  planting,  manures 
•etc.,  and  tins  would  much  advance  agriculture  in  a 
few  years  50424,  50428—' The  Agricultural  ]Wt 
•,f°1‘merl7  to  work  'ti  this  way,  witl/suc- 

toS  50428'  IV  ^ of  insp“ 

~TJ^-  Paml‘  Comnnttee  now  supplied 
I * P“»1‘  *UP« visor  and  paid  him  10  per  cent  Tt 
J”®  Slant  Irom  tbe  Board,  50425-6— If  he  were  to 
be  employed  as  an  agricultural  instructor,  ,a  different 
50427  °f  paymft  W0ldd  he  adopted* 

Mfp4tsr»42a"“  ,Kt  ?bi 


CONNEI.J.,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Witness’s  Holding—' Vauious  Rents,  etc. 

S5iSto566r5W"ArVZi,1,Slith°Mi"^  50491-- 

Ballyhaunis,  on  the  Dillon  Estate^6**  ISIc-10ck  and 
acres,  50491— He  had  i e,1°  35  statute 

middleman,  Fiank  OT'^1.  be(ju  tenant  under  a 

Lord  DiHon,  S ° Wy’a2°  held  * **™  f*W 
ant,  50491-3— O’Gradv  V™  a Judicial  ten- 

a bad  agent,  an  advocate  of  l,^i  tyra*n^  t 60491— And 
* t™«iS  50535. — When 

holding,  S0491,  50495  SOOTS  £,8? 

devoting  nearly  all  tl>„  Paid  this  by 

rent;  peopla  now  hved  aft06  0 ,the  holding  to 
The  tenants  had  got  more  and  thff  b|ftei'’  50532-— 
ness  thouglit  this  a wise  landlord  less,  wit- 

Sot  a r«Ltio„  of  ™ T 

50496.-He  p»id  £24  Sf ' 1Sq‘hon*  S””*  i"to 
*15,  50507-8. — This  reduction  no  ??d  atler  th<“ 
W“  “*  °[  the  middleman, 


CONNELL,  Mr.  THOMAS' — continued. 


witness  went  into  Court,  and  had  his.  rent 
further,  to  £12,  50494,  50497— It  was  at  £12  Awd 
witness  purchased  liis  holding,  50498. — And  in  Ct> 
quence  of  the  purchase,  witness’s  annual  paviCt 
was  reduced  from  £12  to  £5  17s.,  50491  5049fl 
Witness  lliid  begin,  negotiations  for  purch’ase 
the  Ashbourne  Act,  when  lus  annuity  wax  ev  . 
50499,  50502— When  the  Act  of  1903  came  info  0pe: 
ration,  he  had  to  pay  only  £5  17s.,  50499  50503 
He  actually  purchased  about  eight  or  n’ine  S~ 
previously,  50500— Of  the  Congested  Districts 

S-~i£hichudra?ned  part  of  the  holding,  50502 
50506— The  other  improvements  were  madebv 
ness  himself,  50505— Put  differently,  witness’s'  4 
annuity  made  £7  4s.,  and  the  3|  per  cent,  made 


Congestion  tn  Bekan,  Larganboy. 

The  whole  of  the  parish  was  very  much  congested 
though  almost  all  the  land  was  bought  by  the  Con’ 
gested  Districts  Board,  50511,  50515— The  townland 
of  Larganboy  had  an  average  valuation  of  £1  15S 
or  £1  16s.,  and  contained  sixty-four  tenants  5051l' 
—It  was  near  Maiman  Lake,  which  was  injurious  to 
the  land,  50529,  and  was  on  the  Taaffe  Estate  and 
U?°  Xll®h  north-west  of  Ballyhaunis, 

50529—  It  was  a suitable  place  for  the  Commissioner 
to  collect  evidence,  50528— There  was  a grass  farm 
adjacent,  50611— Formerly  in  the  possession  of  Knox 
from  Ballina,  and  called  the  Taaffe  Estate,  50514  - 
llZas  between  Knock  and  Ballyhaunis, 

50512— The  estate  had  been  refused  by  the  Commis- 
sioners on  account  of  the  townland  of  Larganboy 
adjacent,  which  was  congested,  and  because  they 
thought  it  not  sufficient  security  for  the  purchase 
money ; but  the  Commissioners  had  now  bought  the 
whole  estate  50514,  50529— Though  the  rente  were 
™-®xed>  ®0529— Or  the  land  vested  in  the  tenants, 
50514— This  land  would  be  suitable  for  the  migra- 
tion  of  congested  tenants,  50511— The  Taaffe  Estate 
i L?ore  O Farrell’s  property  was  also  congested, 

floras a™11’8  ’’** ,,ish,y  "*•*  “d 


Migration  and  Distribution  of  Grass  Lands. 
Witness  believed  that  the  majority  of  the  Dillon 
w-?Tuld  !nigrate>  if  they  got  good  holdings, 
5U515-5— Now  they  were  in  bad  circumstances,  50511. 
, ft,  since  _ their  holdings  were  small,  they  were 
cnl11gKed  to  England  for  work  every  year, 

oubio— Witness  was  not  anxious  to  migrate,  50515— 
pB“irU,d  b®  ^!ling  to  do  so,  to  improve  his  cir- 
cumstances,  50520.— He  would  not  particularly  wish 
• S^mi^ m on,  until  they  gave  up  cattle  driv- 

feeling  against  migration  was  dis- 
' ^urw.1111"'  J^517. — Migration  was  increasing,  50516. 
. !‘  rs  thought  that  tlie  people  in  the  neighbour- 
. .?  Sra8a  lands  should  be  first  considered,  in  their 
stnbution,  50522. — And  unless  they  were  provided 
toi,  others  might  come  in  from  a distance,  50523.— 
□ ,.ud  ]?ot  think  that  sons  of  farmers  should  get 
> , inJ=s  1,1  preference  to  migrants  from  a distance, 
.I  w l?n  the  people  on  the  spot  were  congested,  and 
otnevs  imported,  lie  considered  unfair,  50524— The 
°,f  .what  was  fair  in  this  matter,  was  a 
question  of  degree,  50526— It  had  not  been  thought 
S nVP°i;t  persons  to  grass  lands  in  tlie  Knock 
'ieiglitai'lioofl,  when  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
peoPl.e  111  the  neighbourhood  with  very  small 
+ „ g!kcoJld  §£ve  the  land  to  persons  from  a dis- 

ri;fffv»i6f521'7TT  \e  lnspectors  of  the  Board  generally 
d from  the  local  people  on  these  matters.  50526. 


Drainage  of  the  Robe. 

^PROfitneSSi,  •1ive?  tbe  source  of  the  Robe  river, 
i j.bad  this  year  flooded  many  acres  of 
a,nd’n3^^- — -A-nd  flooded  much  of  witness's 
pansii,  the  floods  from  lower  down  the  river  often 
backing  up  towards  the  source,  50526— It  would  be 
well  for. the  Commissioners  to  see  the  district,  50528. 

Abe  river  needed  clearing  and  dredging  to  let  the 
water  get  away,  50530. 
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PRENDERGAST,  Mr.  LUKE. 


Witness’s  Holding. 

Witness  had  a holding  of  eight  acres  at  Woodstock; 
his  father,  now  dead,  had  bought  a field  of  two 
acres  one  rood  from  Colonel  Browne,  seventeen  years 
previously;  Colonel  Browne  (at  his  death)  had  not 
turned  witness’s  stock  off  the  land,  50536. — But  had 
taken  witness  to  Ballinrobe,  and  “ decreed  him  for  the 
possession  of  the  land,”  50537.— But  when  witness 
•served  a notice  to  put  a fair  rent  on  his  holding, 
Colonel  Browne  deprived  him  of  the  two  acres,  50536- 
7. — Witness  had  no  property  in  this  land,  only  an 
understanding  that  his  father  should  buy  it,  50537. 

But  he  had  reclaimed  the  land,  improving  the  soil 

with  clay,  by  his  own  labour;  it  was  not  true,  as 
had  been  stated  before  Judge  Morphy,  that  witness 
had  six  horned  cattle  on  this  field,  he  had  only 
two  sucking  calves,  50538. 


Witness’s  Family — Migration,  etc. 

Witness,  since  the  death  of  his  wife,  was  unable 
to  work  in  England,  as  he  had  done  till  six  years 
previously,  50536. — Three  of  his  sons  were  in  America, 
50539.— And  two  others  migrated  to  England,  coming 
back  in  the  winter,  50541-2.— And  living,  one  at 
Baltor,  and  one  on  witness’s  holding,  where  he  worked 
with  witness,  50542-3.— All  the  men  on  Colonel 
Browne’s  Estate  worked  in  England  for  six  or  nine 
months  in  the  year,  as  he  had  done  himself,  sleeping 
in  barns  and  outhouses,  50544. 


Colonel  Browne’s  Estate. 

Colonel  Browne’s  Estate,  though  congested,  was 
not  scheduled,  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  grass 
lands  to  congested  tenants;  the  tenants  were  anxions 
to  buy  the  grass  lands,  which  were  good,  while  the 
tenants’  holdings  were  chiefly  cut-away  bog,  and 
were  uneconomic ; Colonel  Browne  was  an  absentee 
landlord,  and  regardless  of  his  tenants’  interests, 
50544. 


WAI.DRON,  Mr.  MARK. 


Uneconomic  Holdings  on  the  0(ianmore  Estate. 

Witness  farmed  29  statute  acres  at  Killeau,  Ballin- 
dine,  his  valuation  was  £12,  and  his  rent  £14;  he 
was  a tenant,  on  the  Oranmore  Estate,  and  had  about 
the  largest  holding  on  the  property,  50545,  50547. — 
Witness,  before  the  Act  of  1881,  was  paying  £26  8s., 
but  at  that  time  the  holding  was  decreased  by  six 
acres  and  the  rent  raised  to  £27  8s. — Witness  spoke 
for  himself  and  for  sixty-four  tenants,  whom  he  re- 
presented, 50545. — Between  1862  and  1866,  before  the 
tenants  had  fixity  of  tenure,  fifty  tenants  were 
evicted,  50545-6. — These  fifty  held  on  an  average  15 
acres  of  land,  50545. — And  together  with  forty,  who 
were  migrated  from  Carrowlessa  to  Killeau,  which 
was  congested,  50545. — Held  2,000  acres  of  arable 
land,  which  was  now  in  the  hands  of  graziers ; graziers 
from  other  properties  held  3,000  acres  of  the  Oran- 
more property,  while  the  tenants  had  only  300  or 
400  acres,  English,  50548.— When  the  tenants  were 
evicted  they  were  promised  the  grass  of  a cow  and 
calf  on  good  pasture  at  £2  a year,  but  when  they  got 
possession  the  landlord  charged  them  £4  on  one  farm, 
and  then  moved  them  from  that  and  charged  them 
£3  on  bad  mountain  land,  50546. — This  land  was 
poor  and  unhealthy,  and  cattle  on  it  frequently  died 
of  blood  murrain  and  other  diseases,  50547,  50548.— 
Witness  had  seen  two  families  under  the  same  roof 
at  Killeau  occupying  about  five  English  acres  of  re- 
claimed bog  each,  50546. — The  tenants  evicted  in 
1862-66  were  most  of  them  living  to-day,  many  in 
hovels  in  Ballandine,  or  on  unreclaimed  patches  of 
bog,  50548.— Lord  Oranmore  bad  not  offered  bis  land 
for  sale;  and  when  approached  by  tenants,  be  offered 
them  holdings  of  twelve  acres  English,  at  most,  50548. 
— He  now  wished  to  claim  as  demesne  the  land  from 
which  the  tenants  had  been  evicted,  50548. — Some  of 
the  holdings  of  the  evicted  tenants  had  been  divided 
and  given  to  those  who  were  migrated,  50546. — Lord 


WALDRON,  Mr.  MARK— continued. 

Oranmore  gave  no  employment  to  his  tenants,  50548. 
— Except  the  rough  work,  50552. — The  greater  num- 
ber of  the  labourers  he  employed  were  Englishmen 
and  Scotchmen,  50548-52. — And  the  best  paid,  and 
pleasantest  work,  such  as  gardening,  milling,  forestry, 
and  rabbit  catching,  was  done  by  these  imported 
labourers,  50552-3. — Any  labourer  whose  wages  were 
more  than  eight  shillings  a week  was  an  imported 
man,  50554-5. — Witness  had  not  worked  for  Lord 
Oranmore,  and  had  no  ill-feeling  towards  him,  50555. 
— The  tenants  were  very  poor,  living  from  hand  to 
mouth,  at  the  mercy  of  shopkeepers,  and  could  only 
live  with  the  assistance  of  friends  and  relatives  in 
America;  the  land  was  exhausted,  owing  to  con- 
tinuous cropping,  which  resulted  from  the  smallness 
of  the  holdings,  50555-7. — And  produced  vegetables 
often  unfit  for  human  consumption,  50555. — Every 
season  was  a bad  one,  for  land  so  treated,  50557. — 
Witness  wished  to  assure  the  Commission  that  ten- 
ants could  not  live  on  their  holdings,  and  to  ask  that 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  should  have  power  to 
distribute  grass  lands  and  untenanted  lands  in  such 
quantities  as  to  make  the  holdings  economic,  50559. 


Drainage. 

The  drainage  of  the  River  Robe  and  its  tributaries 
would  greatly  benefit  witness’s  parish,  where  much 
damage  was  done  by  floods  sweeping  away  hay  and 
crops;  witness  had  heard  a farmer  state  that  drain- 
age of  this  river  would  benefit  him  by  £100,  and  he 
was  willing  to  pay  a good  part  of  it,  50555. — This 
farmer  held  200  acres,  of  which  twenty  was  annually 
flooded ; witness  would  give  the  name  of  the  farmer, 
if  pressed,  50558. 


JORDAN,  Mr.  DAVID. 

Witness’s  Purchase  under  the  Ashbourne  Act, 
etc. 

Witness  was  a farmer,  holding  82  acres,  50570. — 
At  Lecarrow,  near  Ballyhaunis,  on  the  estate  of  the 
Rev.  T.  Wallace,  of  Booterstown,  County  Dublin, 
50560. — Of  witness’s  holding,  only  four  acres  was  ai‘- 
nble,  and  there  was  other  land,  unfit  for  grass  or 
hay,  owing  to  the  surface  having  been  carried  away, 
and  only  rock  being  left,  50568,  50571. — Some  was  in 
rundale^  50570-1. — This  was  in  three  diflerent  places, 
50605. — Witness  knew  where  it  was,  though  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  of  the  land  to  him,  in  1900,  50579. — 
No  map  was  given  to  him,  50604,  50613. — The  land 
was  inspected  on  behalf  of  the  landlord,  and  then  for 
the  Laud  Commission,  50606,  50608. — All  the  facts 
of  the  holdings  were  known  to  the  inspector,  50607. — 
And  to  witness,  who  had  a paper  stating  his  position 
after  purchase,  50610-1. — But  no  description  of  his 
farm  was  given,  50613. — Some  of  witness’s  land  was 
held  in  common  with  other  tenants  and  divided  by 
agreement,  50571. — The  holdings  on  that  estate  varied 
from  2-2  to  15  acres,  but  the  greater  part  was  cut- 
away bog,  50571. — Witness's  valuation  was  £3  12s., 
50560. — His  rent  before  purchase  was  £5  2s.,  50578. 
— He  had  paid  eighteen  years’  purchase  of  second 
term  rents,  50567. — His  annuity  was  £2  8s.  4d., 
50577. — He  intended  to  apply  for  the  decanal  reduc- 
tion on  this,  to  which  he  would  be  entitled  in  a few 
years,  50580-1. — Witness,  nnd  thirty  other  tenants, 
had  purchased  direct  from  the  landlord,  50560,  50604. 
— They  did  not  understand  the  purpose  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  50582. — If  he  had  under- 
stood this,  he  would  not  have  purchased  except 
through  the  Board,  50609. — They  now  wished  to  be 
brought  under  the  Board  or  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
50564. — Which  would  enable  them  to  have  their  hold- 
ings enlarged,  50561,  50583. — They  had  purchased 
their  holdings  under  tlie  Ashbourne  Act  of  1896, 
50567,  50579,  50603. — Before  the  sale  of  the  Dillon 
Estate,  50560. — Now,  witness  and  the  other  Lecarrow 
tenants  were  excluded  from  any  privilege  on  the 
Dillon  Estate,  50560. — And  there  were  no  grass  lands 
on  the  Wallace  Estate,  50560,  50591. — The  people 
contiguous  to  the  Dillon  grazing  lands  had  the  prior 
claim  on  them,  50561. 
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JORDAN,  Mr.  DAVID — continued. 

Willingness  to  Migrate. 

Witness  and  other  tenants  would  be  willing  to  mi- 
grate, and  leave  their  farms  for  the  enlargement  of 
other  uneconomic  holdings,  50563,  50566,  50584,  50592, 
60601. — Witness-  would  be  willing  to  go  to  Roscom- 
mon, 50594.— If  it  would  improve  his  condition, 
50566. — He  did  not  anticipate  an  unfriendly  recep- 
tion if  he  were  to  emigrate,  50597-8. — Though  there 
might  be  individual  cases,  where  the  grass  lands 
were  small,  and  neighbouring  tenants  wished  to  keep 
them  for  themselves,  50596,  50598,  50600.— Public 
opinion  was  beginning  to  take  broader  views  on  the 
subject  of  migration,  50599.— Witness  had  no  busi- 
ness except  his  present  holding,  but  his  sisters  helped 
him,  50576.— He  had  four  sisters  in  America,  50576, 
50593.— He  had  a cow  and  two  calves,  50572,  50574, 
50585.— He  could  not  feed  them  on  his  holding,  but 
on  hand  feeding,  with  “ shop-stuffs  ” and  grass 
which  he  bought,  50574,  50573,-When  they  were  two 
years  old  he  sent  them  to  Roscommon,  50573,  50586.— 
Sometimes  thirty  miles  distance,  50587.— If  there 
were  no  grazing  lands,  witness  would  have  to  live  on 
any  vegetable  he  could  grow;  it  would  seriously 
damage  his  farming,  50588-9.— If  he  could  obtain 
grazing  lands  himself,  the  difficulty  would  disappear 
SSonV®  '™illd.not  be  convenient  without  migration, 
50590-1  — The  larger  and  more  prosperous  f aimers 
shtmld  he  migrated,  50601. 

Turbary  Bog. 

,,  ^ness  was  chiefly  anxious  to  obtain  help  from 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  or  Estates  Commis- 
wSS’n  “\  g7tmg  a<;cess  to  turbary  bog,  without 
which  the  land  was  of  little  use  to  tenants,  50564  — 
™ . J*"*nts  011  the  Wallace  Estate  had  for  forty 
Pnv  fiff  * tUlf  °n  ,thf  1)111011  Esfcate,  50563,  50615  — 
Foi  fifteen  years  of  this  time,  they  paid  five  shillings 

§ 

50617s  *o'"‘  plu'clli,sei's  ™ Mon  Estate,  505m' 

50664,  50623— They wZSrf  . ' "\  “fe?“  quality, 
Old  Dillon  tenants7  50663  5rf,I  I aI!fWed  ,to  b,,-v  »f 
than  they  required’  50536  J^eugli  these  liad  more 
the  Wallace  Fact’  ^ 

bl>g  was  insufficient  for  fl,!’ ivu ^ x~If  the  turbary 
likely  to  last  moni  t h n , t * f ]Dlllon  tenants,  and  un- 
!'■**  Wker  bog  K ’.Si  *“»■»•-■*<« 

*r>"»  «».<•  charge  Z,  ? v?61® -Witness  did  not 
Board,  but  sugi.l,,,  m",  ,,  Congested  Districts 
been  deprived  of  a benefit  te““n‘s  bad 

;»«ny  years,  and  acted  . 7 h"d  “Joyed  for 
legislation  or  otWite,  br  wS%r"’‘eeSm‘'  <* 

f u rba I'y,  on  sufficient  B^7  “"H  «**•*» 


CLARKE,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 

had  built  a second,  50660.— The  Board  had  made  r>ntt 
ditch  on  his  land,  50657.— Witness  had  paid  £50  f!! 
the  land,  50638. — He  did  not  know  whether  tint 
cheap,  50640.— It  was  half  bog-land,  50638.— He 
sidered  £50  too  large  a line,  50637.— As  a neighbor 
had  obtained  thirty-four  acres  without  paying 
fine,  50642.— Witness  did  not  want  to  get  a fine  w 
on  the  other  man,  50646.— But  to  get  his  own 
back,  50645. — He  had  received  £20  back  in  AprS 
and  had  his  annuity  increased  to  meet  it  SOM?' 
50649.— This  was  not  given  back  for  the  purpose  nf 
stocking  the  land,  50650.— He  liad  some  stock  beLi 
taking  the  land,  50653.— He  considered  that  he  l 
as  well  off  as  now  before  he  bought  the  land  50661 
He  had  a better  living  previously,  50644.— The  Board 
had  taken  away  his  means  of  living,  50644  —He 
formerly  a herd,  50637.— He  had  entered  into  the 
arrangement  of  his  own  free  will,  50641.— He  did  mi 
wish  now  to  give  up  the  land,  50662. 


CONNOR,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Request  of  Witness  for  Refunding  of  Fine. 

Witness  was ‘an  evicted  tenant,  now  restored  to  his 
holding,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Isidore  Burke  50fifrt 
50678.— At  Ballinamalla,  50663,  50665.— He  was  evic- 
ted  together  with  forty-five  other  tenants,  in  1881 
50663.— And  his  father-in-law  afterwards  took  up  the 
holding,  and  gave  it  to  witness’s  wife,  50663,  50677 
—Who  made  it  over  to  witness,  50678.— Witness  was 
°UL0f  1th16,.holding  from  November  till  May, 
50681.— The  holding  from  which  witness  was  evicted 
was  valued  at  £79,  50665,  50679,  50683.— By  the  Land 
Commission,  50680— Its  area  was  thirta,  am*, 
the  rent  was  £7  14s.,  50663— Witness  liad  this  hoM- 
ing  enlarged  to  tlm-ty-six  acres,  50668.— Which  he 
held  under  the  Estates  Commissioners,  50676.— And 
paid  £61  for  the  change,  £31  down,  and  £30  with 
St  BB666.  £79  was  the  tenant’s  interest  ill  tbs 

50667  8 »t  "P'  “d  £6d  f»™  be  took  up, 

50667-8— Witness  now  paid-  £16  10s.  rent  and  iS 
vamation  was  too  high,  50670— Rates  were  high  i, 
Clarenioms  Union,  and  witness  had  to  go  five  miles 
h.  Jsa7  ’ i"  considei'ation  of  these  disadvantage!, 
dm  f*.*!  “ral™?"  “f  tile  £31  fine,  to  enable 
“‘“V.  th«  world  afresh,  50668,  50688— He 

ingk  5fK741‘I‘ltS  h“™ uUs  ““““‘V  increased  accord- 
inDlj,  50675.— \Vitness  had  been  in  possession  more 

i'te  50673.  He  was  tilling  three “ Z 
50674  Ti  to  less,  aie.a  fban  in  the  old  holding, 
hi  a as  very  hard  for  witness  to  live  at  all 

50674ie  Th  7 TP  the  year  0f  his  new  holding! 
50671  W3S  SOn-e  0f  ifc  g^d,  and  some  bad, 

l W7  PayillS  to  the  Land  Com! 
mission,  and  hoped  they  might  refund  the  money, 


CLARKE,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Dissatisfaction  of  Witness  rr 

PuRCHigE  t-noTSl  ZnJ*™*  °T 

B°ard  atS  Slyglasr  h^fwidit C°ngested  Districts 
of  which* the  vai;2io7waSg£n  Sli;tW6nty-f0ul- 
p had  no  land  previously-  SS*?1*  15s->  50637.— 
Land  was  enclosed1  for  him  ’ 5065Q9’  f648’  50658-— 
was  given  to  him  for  tlw»7  50659-~A  grant  of  £10 
“654,  50660— It  was  L ‘’“'T""1  »f  kis  W 
««pi,d.  50654.  He  had  LdTnlyte ‘mmTSS, 


M'LOUGHLIN,  Mr.  MARTIN. 

Uneconomic  Holdings  under  the  Board. 

]ialnrine86n6»a°Idri8  sit”»te  at  Knock,  B.lfy- 
reres  It  £^8S‘i  Consisted  of  twenty-seven  statute 
£4  8.  inn  sifcZ'  50685-6— And with  a rent  of 
Sonfl  ' wL-.S0?7-T<,n“l>  i"  ‘bis  district,  Knock 
chasiL  iw  50697— Were  ill  pur- 

diSSrent  I t SS?  llle  Board,  ‘his  was  aider 
ndS  to  b?’  d<»0-M.st  of  them  paying  a»- 
, J,  *,  ?“  b"™1  Commission,  50699— The  pro 

50700P  Tlio  p ^ j^0aild  about  mne  years  previously, 
£ » consideiaUe  num- 

neoole  im?1”88.  “ *b»  district,  50706-And  th. 

But  theT  wcZsSl  „l^d8ZP7'  6°690'  5°™'_ 
]*>ure,»  to  Sngtad  anrf  1 ■9’/.  ’“‘S’**?’* 

and  befoi-P  flTo  i ui-  d to  emi«rate  to  America, 
fifty  to  ^Jleth°lcin^  ^ nnade  economic, 

remaidn!®  ^-famiIl€s  musfc  ^ migrated,  and  the 
were  5 out  ^dings.,  .enlarged,  50690,  50694. -There 
after  'SL6l00,/tmihes  in  the  district,  50693,-And, 
be  divliwi  Ud  b*?1  migrated,  their  holdings  should 
le-  divided  among  the  remainder,  50694. 
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M'LOUGHLTN,  Mr.  MARTIN — continued. 

Willingxess  to  'Migrate  under  Favourable 
Conditions. 

These  uneconomic  holders,  and  others  in  Knock 
North,  and  parts  of  Caraun  and  Kilkelly,  50698.— 
And  paying  annuities  of  30s.  to  £2,  and  with  rents 
of  30s.  to  £4,  50696. — Would  he  willing  to  migrate, 
if  the  rents  of  the  new  holdings  would  be  less  than 
what  they  paid  at  present,  50698.— But  they  con- 
sidered the  rents  of  most  of  the  new  holdings  created 
by  the  Board  to  be  too  high,  50698,  50710,  50719-20. 
—Witness  had  heard  persons  who  were  migrated  to 
new  holdings  complain  that  rents  were  too  high, 
50735.— But  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  it,  50736. 
—He  was  not  a migrant,  but  remained  on  his  old 
holding,  50733.— Which  had  not  been  enlarged,  50734. 
—Witness’s  former  rent  was  £9  4s.  8<?.,  50702. — 
Being  twice  his  present  annuity,  50703. — Tenants  of 
the  Board  considered  the  valuations  were  also  too 
high  ; there  was  £2  to  £3  on  each  house,  besides 
the  land  valuation,  50698. — Witness  had  not  heard 
whether  the  migrants  were  prospering,  50735. — 
There  was  more  willingness  among  the  holders  on 
the  Dillon  Estate  to  migrate  than  before  they  came 
under  the  Board,  50709. — They  were  not  afraid  of 
bad  treatment  at  the  hands  of  their  new  neighbours, 
if  they  migrated,  50710.- -But  only  of  rents  being 
too  high,  50709-10. — It  would  be  an  advantage  to 
migrants  to  have  an  instructor  in  agriculture,  50741. 


Operations  or -the  Board  on  the  Dillon  Estate. 

The  tenants  on  the  Dillon  Estate  were  consider- 
ably better  off  than  formerly,  50708,  50737. — They 
were  better  able  to  -pay  cash,  and  keep  out  of  debt, 
50738. — So  far  as  witness  knew  they  were  now  not 
much  in  debt,  50738. — This  was  a great  improve- 
ment, 50739. — They  appreciated  the  work  of  the 
Board,  50711,  50723. — The  Board  had  enlarged  their 
holdings  in  divisions,  giving  each  tenant  three  to  six 
acres  more  than,  formerly,  50707.-11116  Board  had  for 
the  last  eight  years  built  about  forty  out-offices  an- 
nually, 50704-6. — And  had  improved  dwellings  and 
surroundings,  and  built  retaining  walls,  and  made 
sanitary  arrangements ; in  the  houses  they  had  con- 
structed ceilings,  .and  put  in  concrete  floors  and  large 
windows ; they  had  also  carried  out  large  drainage 
schemes,  and  had  deepened  and  widened  rivers,  and 
made  small  drains,  and  constructed  roads,  50704, 
50706. — The  enlargement  of  holdings  had  pleased  the 
people,  hut  still  the  rents  were  excessive,  50712, 
50720. — If  the  charges  for  building  were  excluded  the 
prices  and  annuities  on  the  Dillon  Estate  would  not 
be  excessive,  50716. — If  a slated  house  and  new  out- 
buildings were  erected  on  witness’s  holding  the  rent 
would  he  nearly  doubled,  50715. — Witness  did  not  say 
the  Board  wias  paying  excessive  prices  for  property, 
50714,  50724. — The  prices  were  high,  -because  land- 
lords were  unwilling  to  sell,  50725. — Though  the 
-charges  of  rates  and  rents  fell  heavily  upon  existing 
holdings,  50727. — And  there  might  liave  been  less 
-could  the  land  have  been  bought  more  cheaply,  50728. 
— Still  the  Board  had  not  given  more  for  the  land 
than  was  necessary,  50729. — If  they  had  had  compul- 
sory powers  the  land  could  have  been  bought  more 
-cheaply,  50730. — They  had  done  as  well  as  they  could, 
50731-2. — They  bought  the  Dillon  Estate  at  compara- 
tively moderate  price,  50742. — The  wages  given  by 
the  Board  helped  the  Dillon  tenants  to  pay  off  their 
debts  to  a certain  extent,  50745. 

Agricultural  Banks. 

Witness  -believed  that  agricultural  banks  existed  on 
some  parts  of  the  Dillon  Estate,  though  not  in  his 
parish,  50743. 


■CRAWFORD,  Mr.  ROBERT. 


Witness’s  Experience. 

Witness  was  agent  for  Colonel  Knox,  of  Ballinmbe, 
and  for  Mr.  Sheffield,  whose  estate  adjoined  the  town 
of  Claremorris,  and  also  for  other  small  estates  in  the 
north  of  Mayo,  50747,  50773. — And  as  an  engineer, 
50746-7. — And  also  as  a tenant  farmer,  50746. — Was 
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well  acquainted  with  every  property  in  the  county, 
50747. — He  appeared  on  liis  own  behalf,  and  also  on 
behalf  of  the  landlords  generally,  50748.—  Though  he 
had  not  been  nominated  by  the  landlords,  50749. — 
They  might  consider  his  views  too  drastic,  50750. — 
Witness  was  also  superintendent  of  three  drainage 
districts  under  trustees  in  Kilmaine,  in  Lough  Mask, 
and  River  Robe,  -and  in  Castlebar,  50750. 

Arterial  Drainage  and  Striping  or  Holdings. 

The  first  necessity  of  the  West  of  Ireland  was 
drainage,  especially  arterial  drainage,  50750,  50764. 
—It  was  important  to  drain  and  stripe  holdings,  and 
not  to  embark  too  rashly  on  the  distribution  of  grass 
lands  which  would  ibe  wanted  later  on  ; if  80  pc-r  cent, 
of  tlie  holdings  were  properly  drained  and  striped 
they  would  materially  increase  the  prosperity  of  the 
tenants  -at  a third  or  a tenth  of  the  cost  of  schemes 
of  migration,  50750. — The  engineers  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  had  shown  great  lack  of  judgment  in 
proceeding  to  the  distribution  of  grass  lands,  and  the 
Claremorris  Estate,  where  .tenants  had  stripes  given 
them  without  fences  or  water,  and  Three  miles  from 
their  dwellings,  50752,  50754. — Small  tenants  got 
none  of  this  land,  which  all  went  to  larger  men,  who, 
in  many  cases,  could  not  keep  it  in  their  own  hands, 
but  sublet  it,  50755-6. — An  instance  in  the  demesne  o£ 
Newbrook,  where  the  owner,  whose  name  witness  did 
not  know,  was  letting  to  a Mr.  -Murphy,  a cattle 
dealer,  one  or  two  stripes  at  a less  rent  than  he  was 
paying  to  the  Commissioners,  50756-7. — Witness 
thought  the  Board  would  have  managed  this  better, 
50758. — They  -would  have  taken  a couple  of  very  large 
tenants  off  a very  poor  estate,  and  would  have  planted 
them  on  the  Claremorris  Estate ; by  this  plan  they 
would  have  had  only  two  houses  to  build,  -which  was 
cheaper  than  building  houses  for  many  small  tenants  ; 
the  holdings  of  two  large  tenants  distributed  among 
those  remaining  would  transform  the  small  holdings, 
50761. — 'Poor  tenants  if  migrated  Ixad  no  spirit  or 
means  to  work  land  at  -a  distance ; but  if  they  had 
two  acres  added  to  existing  holdings  without  disturb- 
ing their  houses  or  fences  they  would,  with  this  and 
the  drainage,  be  much  benefited,  50761,  50820-22. — 
Witness  had  no  personal  experience  of  migration,  ex- 
cept on  the  Castledillon  Estate,  and  what  was  done 
in  the  Orkneys  and  Hebrides,  but  he  perferred  to 
confine  his  evidence  to  Mayo,  of  which  he  Ixad  a 
thorough  knowledge,  50762,  50785. — Witness  did  not 
consider  that  by  removing  large  tenants  lie  would  be 
creating  congestion ; the  land  left  by  the  large 
tenants  ought  to  suffice  for  improving  small  holdings 
without  including  in  their  rent-charge  any  expendi- 
ture, 50764. — 'Witness  had  himself  only  enlarged  hold- 
ings by  inducing  the  landlord  to  purchase  the  inte- 
rest of  .any  -tenant  wishing  to  leave,  and  using  this 
to  persuade  .the  tenants  to  have  their  land1  striped, 
50763. — He  thought  there  was  a tendency  to  headlong 
distributions  of  grass  lands  as  on  the  Claremorris 
Estate.  50750-1.— There  was  not  enough  land  any- 
where in  Mayo  to  make  economic  holdings  for  every- 
one, 50764-5. — Witness  based  this  opinion  on  evidence 
given  to  this  Commission,  50768-9.-  Even  if  tenants 
of  the  coast  were  excluded  from  the  distribution  of 
grass  lands,  and  depended  for  relief  on  the  develop- 
ment of  fisheries,  there  would  not  be  enough  to  give 
tenants  economic  holdings,  50770-1. 

The  Siieitteld  Estate. 

When  witness  opened  negotiations,  three  years  pre- 
viously, with  the  tenants  of  the-  Sheffield  Estate,  lie 
had  promised  to  give  each  of  them  grass  land  which 
would  make  up  their  holdings  to  twenty  acres 
each,  50771. — This  meant  statute  acres,  and  the  ten- 
ants were  at  first  pleased,  but  afterwards  the  large 
tcuauts  asked  for  the  same  amount  of  additional 
land  as  the  small  tenants;  this,  witness  would  not 
allow,  but  promised  each  of  them  as  much  land  as 
would  make  their  holdings  two  and  a half  times 
larger,  on  condition  that  they  would  agree  as  to  the 
prices  of  their  judicial  tenancies,  and  then  witness 
would  sell  to  the  Board  or  Estates  Commissioners 
all  the  land  in  question,  making  it  as  far  as  possible 
a condition  that,  no  migrants  should  be  introduced 
from  a distance,  50772. — The  tenants  would  make  no 
offer,  50772,  50775. — Father  M'Hugli  was  present  at 
the  negotiation,  50772. — Witness  asked  the  tenants 
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23g  years’  purchase,  50772,  50776. — It  was  not  true 
that  he  or  the  landlord  asked  18  years’  purchase, 
50772,  50781,  50784.— Mr.  Killeen  had  made  this 
. statement,  50773,  50780. — Which  witness  denied,  50777. 
— Mr.  Killeen  had  also  said  that  in  1888  a price 
had  been  offered1  on  second  term  rents,  which  was  ab- 
surd, as  there  were  no  second  term  rents  till  1896, 
50773,  50779. — Witness  was  not  agent  for  Mr.  Shef- 
field at  that  time,  50781. — But  was  agent  for  fourteen 
years,  50773. — He  thought  Mr.  Killeen  had  been  mis- 
led, 50783. — Though  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  Mr. 
Killeen  was  not  then  to  the  fore,  50782. 

Chants  tx  Aid  of  Purchase  of  Grass  Lands. 

Witness  was  of  opinion  that  the  work  of  purchas- 
ing, draining,  and  distributing  grass  lands  could  not 
be  carried  on  without  a further  grant  from  Govern- 
ment; this  should  amount  at  any  rate  to  one-third 
of  the  cost  of  grass  lands  purchased,  50784,  50791. — 
In  purchasing  grass  lands,  the  State  obtained  a pro- 
perty which  had  both  a tenant’s  and  a landlord’s 
interest,  50791. — And  it  was  not  right  that  the  ten- 
ant taking  over  this  grass  land  should  pay  this 
tenant-right  charge  as  well  as  the  fair  marketable 
value  of  the  holding,  which  would  saddle  him  with 
an  impossible  tax,  50784,  50793,  50815-6. — And  the 
difference  between'  what  it  was  just  for  the  tenant  to 
pay,  and  the  landlord  to  receive,  should  be  paid  by 
the  State,  50793. — It  would  amount,  perhaps,  to  a 
quarter  of  a million  if  the  12  per  cent,  which  was 
talked  of  were  given  for  the  purpose,  but  four  or  five 
millions  was  required,  50784.— The  State  should  not 
pay  less  than  the  market  value,  50794.— And  the  pro- 
fessional men,  artisans  and  labourers,  who  made  up 
the  State,  should  pay  this  charge,  because  it  was  an 
Imperial  matter,  50795.— If  the  charge  on  the  ten- 
ants were  too  high  they  would  not  be  able  to  pay  it, 
50796. — And  the  landlord,  if  he  got  his  share  of* this 
sum,  would  only  get  the  market  value  of  the  land, 
50797. — If  the  charges  for  rates,  taxes,  herding, 
maintenance  and  agency  were  deducted  from  the  pro- 
fits of  a grass  farm  it  would  be  worth  about  the  same 
In™,  as  the  tenant’s  rent  plus  the  tenant’s  interest, 
50798.— When  a tenant  was  put  on  to  the  land  he 
could  immediately  sell  his  interest,  50818.— But  the 
ordinary  tenant  had  inherited  his  holding,  and  it 
made  no  difference  to  him  whether  his  tenant-right 
would  sell  for  20  or  40  years’  purchase,  50784. — And 
the  migrated  tenant  had,  as  a rule,  given  up  other 
land  to  acquire  his  new  holding,  50819,  50823  — 
Otherwise  he  would  get  the  tenant-right  of  the  new 
holding  for  nothing,  50824. — Witness  did  not  ap- 
prove giving  land  to  anyone  except  present  occupiers, 
since  there  was  not  enough  land  to  go  round,  50819. 
—If  there  were  a very  great  difference  between  the 
values  of  the  old  and  new  holdings  he  might  fairly 
pay  something  though  not  much,  50825.— Otherwise, 
if  he  paid  nothing,  a migrant  would  be  much  better 
off  than  other  tenant  farmers;  but  he  required  more 
means  and  enterprise  than  other  tenants,  50826— 
His  annuity  should  therefore,  he.  small  enough  to 
give  him  hope  for  the  future,  or  migration  would  be 

dei,?ra?fiC  ’ 50827—A  1™«?ant  should  not  be  bur- 
dened with  any  charge  which  he  could  not  expect  to 
pay  with  reasonable  industry,  50828.— The  Board 
built  so  many  houses  that  the  cost  of  building  and 
50788-T  °0n“  not  bo  borne  b-v  the  incoming  tenant, 
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fact  that  the  annuity  was  less,  50807,  50809 —ti. 
second  term  rents,  and  in  some  places  the  first  term 


vents  had  been  fixed  since  the  lower  price  obt\i«I? 
50805. — The  property  was  not  diminished 
50808.  And,  -Jl,.  b,  fc  JSsi’J 
money  could  formerly  be  invested  more  nrottS 
than  at  present,  50809. — Not  more  than  31  ta°y 


than  at  present,  50809.— Not  more  than  31  per  cent 
could  be  obtained  now,  50810.— Most  of  the  estat 
were  now  settled,  and  the  landlord  could  not  Wk 
the  money,  but  must  have  it  invested  tluoueli 
public  trustees,  where  it  would  probably  brim?  i*  u 
per  cent,,  50811. -Witness  had  read  Mr.  WddreiX 
evidence,  and  also  that  of  the  Public  Trustee 
gave  the  rate  of  interest  as  £3  8s.  6 d. : and  a 'hnu! 
of  the  Land  Court  had  said  he  had  £30  000  of 
land  on  which  lie  could  not  get  more  than  3 per  cent  . 
a third  reason  for  the  larger  price  asked  by  land 
lords  was  that  they  had  to  wait  for  their  money  ft 
3jf  years,  50812.— The  landlord  was  only  gettinJ  ih! 
annuity  meanwhile,  50813.— And  that  did8  Jot 
amount  to  anything  like  liis  previous  income,  and 
charges  must  be  paid  before  he  touched  a nemiv 
50814— If  a landlord  charged  30  years’  ££££ 
this  would  be  a third  loo  much,  50817.  P S& 
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Some  Particulars  of  Witness’s  Holding. 

Witness  liad  a farm  of  sixteen  statute  acres,  50831. 
—At  Esker  Valley,  Claremorris,  50930. — At  a valua- 
cmL0  cn«r15s^  50832. — And  a present  rent  of  £8, 
50834,  50865.— Witness  had  not  yet  purchased',  50834. 

His  rent  was  by  agreement  between  landlord  and 
tenant  50836-7.— The  rent  had  been  fixed  in  Court 
m 1883  50837,  50840.— And  in  1884,  the  landlord 
raised  the  vent,  50838,  50841,  50844— This  increase 
of  rent  was  put  on  the  first  term  men,  5 0837. -And 
were  paid  for  fifteen  years,  50837—When  the  land- 
lord took  off  the  rise,  50837,  50839,  50864— And  ten- 
ants were  now  paying  first  term  rents,  and  had  done 
so  for  eight-  years,  50837,  50839,  50866— The  rise  was 
from  10.s.  to  30s.,  and  was  put  on  eight  tenants,  50837. 
— i here  was  no  alteration  as  to  their  holdings,  and 
no  alteration  of  grazing  arrangements,  50842-4— The 
tenants  paid  this  because  they  owed  .arrears  of  rent, 
which  they  could  not  pay  off,  50845— There  was  a 
year  s arrear  when  they  went  into  Court,  50847— 
And  two  years  by  1884,  50848-9— And  the  landlord 
arrears,  brought  about  the  rise  in  rent, 
0UB5U— The  landlord  did  not  take  his  tenants  into 
piii  n6  ra,1Sef’  .t]16,rellfci  50852. — It  was  not  the 
J , Vourfc  wluc'1  had  determined  that  the  ten- 

ants should  pay  the  increased  rent,  and  arrears  by 
instalments  50852— The  arrears  were  not  added  to 
the  rent,  50852,  50854— The  landlord  said  he  had 
appealed,  and  the  High  Court  had  pronounced  the 
land  loo  cheap,  and  that  if  he  did  not  obtain  an  in- 
SSw;  tbe  tenants  would  be  put  to  great  cost, 

ouooo.  It  was  not  paying  off  arrears  by  instalments, 
ecaiise  the  arrears  were  to  be  paid  immediately  after 
the  increase  in  rent,  50857.— Witness  was  not  evicted 
for  arrears,  50859— Nor  made  a future  tenant,  50800. 

No  process  was  served  on  witness  for  until  about 
a y®ar  after  this  time,  50861-2— And  this  was  not 
acted  upon,  since  the  tenant  paid,  50863.— Ibis  was- 
on  the  Begley  Estate,  50858. 

Disturbances  on  the  Begley  Estate — Action  of 
the  Board. 

Witness  wished  to  inform  the  Commissioners  as  to- 
tlie  action  of  the  Board  with  regard  to  its  grass  lands 
round  the  Begley  Estate,  50867— The  holdings  on  this 
estate  were  of  small  valuation,  and  the  tenants  were 
not  able  to  get  enlargements,  50868— The  Board  had 
bought  grass  lands  all  round  this,  the  Roche  lands, 
winch  hacl  been  distributed  among  the  tenants  of  a 
Witness  had  sold  property  at  23  to  2fi>  „ neighbouring  property,  50868,  50882-4— They  also 

chase,  50800— and  at  £22  "on  the  valuation  qnano"  +i°UgiLlt  S^onford  Estate ; the  Blacker  Estate,  and 
50804 — under  the  Ashbourne  Act  50801  l ^ 10  Bourke  Estate,  which  the  Board  had  purchased  two- 

in  Hus  case  being  10  p„ ™nt A'vafthe'Tal  IS“*i  T’  5<»®-7.-Also  tin,  Caatlegar  property,  most 

witness  accounted  for  the  S n prL  n.-af  1?  i f ' °(  "'“I*  ™ and  was  adj.clnt  to  the  Wf 

puce,  first,  by  the  property,  50886._The  tenants  on  the  Begley  propSrty 


Congested  Districts  Board  a 

SIOXERS. 


Estates  Commis- 


Witness  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  that,  com- 
°pcia.tl0"s  of  the  Estates  Commissioners 
n - .tf?  R°,n°riS  Eatate>  and  that  Of  the  Congested 
h s B°ard  the  Bingham,  or  other  estates, 
& of.  tlu*.  was  wiser  and  better, 

50787  Q Tl, “S"?  °f  tb,C  pcoPle  and  the  State, 
50787-9.  - The  Board  was  the  proper  authority  to  deal 
with  distribution  of  land  m Mayo,  50753,  '50785-9. 

Increased  Prices  of  Land  under  Second  Term 
Rents. 
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were  in  the  same  position,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
congestion,  as  the  Roche  tenants,  50885. — They  saw 
the  advantage  which  would  accrue  to  them  from  coming 
under  the  Board  while  it  still  had  grass  lands  to  dis- 
tribute, 50887,  50937. — That  they  would  get  enlarge- 
ments and  improvements,  represented  this  to  their 
landlord,  saying  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  a good 
price  for  the  opportunity,  50737. — And  asked  him  to 
sell  to  the  Board,  50871,  50930. — They  had  approached 
the  landlord  repeatedly  during  the  last  five  years, 
50871,  50939. — And  within  the  last  six  or  nine  months 
he  had  agreed  to  negotiate  with  the  Board,  50890, 
50893,  50941-2. — And  had,  in  fact,  communicated  with 
the  Board,  50931. — -Witness  had  been  informed  of  this 
by  the  Board,  50875-3. — But  his  offer  to  6ell  was  con- 
tingent on  his  getting  a price  satisfactory  to  himself, 
50873,  50890. — The  tenants  were  willing  to  leave  the 
question  of  price  to  the  Board,  50870,  50919,  509S^>. — 
Subject  to  the  price  being  such  that  the  future  tenants 
would  be  able  to  meet  the  consequent  annuity,  50926- 
7. — But  the  price  the  landlord  asked  was  too  high, 
50877. — Witness  had  heard  so,  two  months  previously, 
50878. — From  a member  of  the  Board,  50877. — And 
while  negotiations  were  still  proceeding,  50933-4. — The 
tenants  had  a promise  from  Mr.  Doran,  that  the 
Castlegar  farm  should  not  be  broken  up  until  an 
arrangement  had  been  arrived  at  with  Mr.  Begley, 
50976. — The  time  was  limited  to  six  months,  50976, 
50981. — This  was  kept  more  than  six  months,  50982-3. 
— But  before  six  months  had  expired,  tenant  pur- 
chasers from  a distance  came  to  see  the  place,  50983, 
50913,  50958. — And  an  official  of  the  Board  went  on 
to  the  property  in  order  to  have  it  divided,  50894, 
50909. — And  the  tenants,  feeling  that  faith  had  been 
broken,  hunted  the  workmen-  and  gangers,  and  the 
purchasing  tenants,  who  were  inspecting  the  property, 
off  the  land,  50979,  50894-5,  50896,  50913.— They 
put  some  of  them  .into  the  river,  50913. — And  there 
were  no  migrants  in  the  neighbourhood,  except  one 
on  an  -adjoining  estate,  50913. — The  Castlegar  farm 
was  the  last  grass  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  which 
remained  undistributed,  50928. — And  if  this  were 
given  over  to  migrants,  the  Begley  men  would  lose 
their  last  chance  of  enlarged  holdings,  50881,  50887-8, 
50891-2. — And  besides  the  Begley  tenants  had  been 
accustomed  to  have  grazing  for  one  cowon  the  Castle- 
gar farms,  while  it  was  unoccupied,  50903-4. — Which 
was  a great  assistance  to  them,  50903,  50905.— And 
the  Boa.rd  at  present  allowed  them  to  liave  it,  50907-8. 
— But  if  the  Land  were  -given  to  migrants,  these  ten- 
ants would  lose  their  grazing,  and  this  would  he  a 
hardship,  50902,  50910-1. — There  was  a feeling  of 
soreness  about  the  introduction  of  migrants,  50902.— 
For  the  Begley  men  had  expected  to  get  the  first  en- 
largements, 50942-6. — And  if  they  d*id  not  get  the 
Castlegar  land,  they  must  go  to  a distance  to  obtain 
enlarged  holdings,  50953-7,  50963. — The  Board  only 
proposed  to  introduce  migrants,  because  it  had  not 
been  able  to  acquire  the  Begley  property,  50947-9, 
50968. — It  was  anxious  to  provide  for  the  migrants 
from  a distance,  50967. — But  when  it  heard  of  the 
disturbance  with  regard  to  the  migrants,  it  informed 
the  tenants  that  it  would  have  no  more  to  do  with 
the  property  on  account  of  this  incident,  50897,  50961. 
— The  disturbance  was  difficult  to  allay,  50901. — Wit- 
ness did  not  know  whether  the  Board,'  though  not  re- 
sponsible to  the  Castle,  was  responsive  to  it,  50898, 
50900. 


Effect  of  Disturbances  on  Selling  Price  of  thf. 
Estate. 

Witness  was  still  anxious  that  the  Congested  Dis- 
fricts  Board  should  buy  the  Begley  Estate,  50922.— 
And  was  putting  pressure  on  his 'side  to  buy,  at  a 
big  price,  50924.— Which  would  be  transferred  to  the 
tenant,  50923.— And  he  still  hoped  the  Board  would 
the  property,  and  provide  the  enlargements, 
f09°5-— He  regretted  the  trouble  on  the  property, 
50971,-But  recognised  that  if  there  had  been  no 
trouble,  the  landlord  might  not  have  consented  to 
negotiations,  50971. — And  might  be  as  reluctant  to 
sell  as  he  was  two  years  previously,  50972-3,  50986.— 
And  the  landlord  would  be  able  to  make  a better  bar- 
gain with  the  Board,  by  pointing  out  the  tenants 
were  determined  to  have  grass  land  at  any  price, 


50964. — The  landlord  had  agreed  to  sell  before  trouble 
arose  with  the  migrants,  but  the  tenants  did  not  care 
to  buy,  if  they  could  get  no  grass  land,  or  other  im- 
provements, 50989. — It  was  difficult  for  the  Board 
to  negotiate  with  owners  while  disturbances  continued,. 
50963. 


HENNELLY,  Sir.  MAURICE. 


Witness's  Holding. 

Witness  was  a farmer  with  a holding  at  Scardaner 
Seafin,  of  eighteen  statute  acres,  with  a valuation  of 
£8  10s.,  50990-3. — And  a rent  of  nearly  £9,  50994. 
51031. — This  was  a second  term  rent ; the  tenants 
having  gone  to  Court  on  the  first  term,  and  agreed 
with  the  agent  for  three  shillings  reefuction  on  the 
.second  term,  51032. 

Negotiations  for  Sale  on  Major  Vesey’s  Estate. 

The  tenants  on  Major  Vesey’s  Estate  had  asked  the 
landlord  to  sell,  on  condition  that  the  sale  was  made 
through  the  Commissioners,  50997,  50998,  51000. 
— The  last  time  was  in  November,  1906,  51001. — He 
replied  that  he  .did  not  see  his  way  to  sell,  51002. — 
That  he  would  sell  if  the  bargain  were  made  direct 
between  himself  and  the  tenants,  50999,  51005-6. — 
The  reason  he  gave  came  to  this,  that  he  would  keep 
the  grass  land,  and  sell  the  remainder,  51016. — But 
the  tenants  were  determined  not  to  buy  except  through 
the  Board  or  Commissioners,  and  witness  had  told  the 
landlord  this,  51002. — Also  they  would  not  buy  unless 
they  could  get  the  grass  land,  51003,  51016. — They 
would  otherwise  go  to  Court  every  fifteen  years,  51002. 
—The  landlord,  when  approached  by  the  Board  and 
the  Commissioners,  had  given  them  the  same  answer, 
that  he  would  deal  directly  with  his  tenants,  51004-5. 
— The  estate  had  not  been  sold  to  either  of  tho-e 
bodies,  51003. — Witness  was  anxious  that  the  estate 
should  be  acquired  by  the  Estates  Commissioners,  and 
divided  amongst  the  tenants,  51007. — By  compulsory 
powers,  if  necessary,  51008. — The  landlord  asked' 
twenty-five  years’  purchase,  51012. — The  tenants 
offered  him  twenty  years’  purchase,  51012. — Witness 
would  have  given  him  twenty-one,  51014. — The  land- 
lord had  said  he  would  not  sell  except  at  his  own- 
terms,  51002. — And  the  witness,  on  behalf  of  the  ten- 
ants, had  offered  to  meet  him  half  way,  51002. — Wit- 
ness believed  there  was  no  solution  of  the  difficulty 
but  by  compulsory  purchase,  51014. — He  wanted  the 
landlord  compelled  to  sell  at  a reasonable  price, 
51009. 


Grass  Lands  once  under  Tillage. 

The  grass  lands  on  the  Vesey  Estate  had 
been  at  one  time  under  tillage,  51018. — It 

was  arable  land  which  was  taken  away  from 
tenants,  51019,  51023. — Soon  after  the  Famine, 
51022. — Forty  years  or  more  ago,  50997. — It  was- 
handed  over  to  graziers,  50996-7. — Some  was  let  in 
Galway,  and  sub-let  to  a shopkeeper  in  Claremorris, 
50997. — The  land  had  been  taken  away,  and  the 
tenants  evicted,  because  some  of  them  failed  to  pavr 
50997,  51021.— Only  a few  of  them  paid,  50997.— Thr- 
tenants  on  reclaimed  land  were  left,  50995,  51019.- 
The  grass  land  taken  away  from  tenants  amounted  to- 
150  acres,  50995. — It  was  on  one  side  of  the  road, 
while  the  other  side  was  out  away  bog  and  reclaimed 
land,  on  which  the  tenants  and  houses  mostly  re- 
mained ; the  grazing  land  had  been  laid  down  to  gras- 
for  sixty  years,  51017. — Witness  was  a hard-working- 
man, 51024. — And  a good  farmer,  recommended  bj 
the  Agricultural  Department,  and  if  he  got  a few 
acres  of  arable  land  back,  his  position  would  be  much 
improved,  51025. — He  and  his  neighbours  would  be 
benefited  by  grants  of  grass  land,  while  remaining 
in  their  present  houses,  but  would  prefer  to  have 
fifty  acres  a head  in  Roscommon,  51026. — Some  of  the 
reclaimed  land  in  his  own  possession  was  nearly  as- 
good  as  t-lie  grass  land,  51027. — Ten  shillings  an  acre 
was  a fair  value  for  the  grass  land,  51028-9. — Witness 
3 c 
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■would  be  willing  to  pay  an  annuity  representing . a 
value  of  ten  shillings,  an  acre,  for  the  grass  land, 
preferring  to  be  under  the  Board,  rather  than  the 
landlord,  51030. 


DAVIS,  Mr.  ANTHONY. 


Witness’s  Holding. 

Witness  had  a farm  of  ninety  acres,  51034,  51046. 

With  a rent  of  £34  17s.,  51036. — And  a valuation 
of  £28  5s.,  51035. — At  Rathduff,  Ballina,  in  the 
Carronmore  district,  within  five  miles  of  Ballina. 
51037,  51090. — Part  of  it  on  Mr.  Jackson’s  Estate, 
and  part  on  H.  Perry-Knox’s  estate,  51038.— This 
farm  had  always  been  in  one  block,  though  in  the 
possession  of  two  landlords,  and  the  block  was  once 
larger,  as  the  farm  had  been  divided  between  two 
sons,  51065. — It  had  been  in  witness’s  f amily  for  more 
than  200  years,  51047.— For  more  than  150  years, 
51064.— Witness  also  kept  a shop,  51044.— But  had 
no  spirit  licence,  51045. — Of  his  ninety  acres,  twenty 
Irish  acres  was  tillage,  51048-9.— Witness  had  been 
a.  graxier,  but  considered  that  mixed  farming  paid 
him  better.  51053,  51056.-He  laid  down  his  tillage 
every  sixth  year  to  artificial  grass,  510734,  50187  — 
wj?f  ®xnc®Ptio^al  in  3118  ^strict  in  this  prac- 
ti«-,  5i089,  51091— TOie  neighbouring  landlords  were 
industrious,  but  had  not  enough  land, 
51088.— Witness  did  better  with  his  cattle  for  having 
S 51081,  51007. — And  con- 

sidered  that  if  the  grass  lands  were  utilised  for  til- 
Jfff,  ccmptry  would  bear  a greater  number  of 
cattle  t3ian  at  present,  51098. 

Deterioration  of  Grass  Lands. 

Witness  did  not  consider  that  the  majority  of  grass 
land  was  deteriorating,  51069,  51071. -Though  cer- 
tain gxazing  land  would  deteriorate  unless  properly 
worked  on  mixed  farming,  51057,  51070.-He  would 
^ «l-a?in«  land  in  the  next  ten  years  would 
be  as  good  as  in  the  last  ten  years,  51059.— Good 
-W  maintained  its  price,  though  grazing 
that  had  deteriorated  was  cheaper  to  him,  51068  — 

Iridr8 w8””?*  -f0uld  1,6  broken  UP  after'  a 
•certain  time,  and  witness  was  anxious  to  break  un 

Sd  1*“i ' moremn-  broken  up  gral 

land  was  the  best  for  growing  wheat,  a cron  that 

UnuSwtilTUr^’  SinCe  PO^to  crop  com 
Si  d-;  wheat-  re<luiKd  a natural  body  in  its 

raanurmg  *nd  subsoil,  51072.— If  the 
puce  of  cattle  remained  the  same,  the  deterioration 
\nd  ai!?  WfUJd  affect  ite  rent-  51059,  51061  — 
if  bouslfi  on  ^ a ,sa*e  investment  for  the  State, 
il062Ught  m‘t1le  basis  of  ten  last  years’  profits,’ 


Price  of  Grass  Lands. 

S™11  tor  gr.es  lands  should  nut  be  based 

tenants,  and  driving  them  without  com 

SugWb/t  *>?***  of  beg,  51063,  °W082  — 

inougli  the  tenants  were  not  in  arrears  fiirm 
value,  which  flip  _?  , “ie  land  an  inflated 

hil™T": S ™Pw?S“ko1’k"ew 

ft'r  Hr 

«»  InWedTal™  w"4  ^ a'“.™ 

£1062 Landlords  cmdd  neaui  ■ 1 ^“gmsed, 

tenant  lSR  Kt3  *°  **  P«d  « tke 
enjojed  it  for  many  j£  5I084I  they  had 

lord  could  show  he'  ],S  imnS  i<  * >“d- 

h.s  predecessor  h«d  done  s?,  hfshorfd*  nil  °£  tJ?.at 

poKssed  without  compensate  5106? Hu?‘s' 

were  no  landlords  of  Uih  kind  61096— There 

51095.— But  where  wi.-ness'e  ■ district, 

to  tenants,  this  shonlc?  be  Iwj  W6je  ■ enhr‘JIy  due 

price,  51085,  51095.— There  were^m  If 

tracts  close  to  a congested  district,  on,  ItYisdSf^ 


197  acres,  and  at  Cmnnagh,  181  acres ; these  \ 
deteriorated  and-  were  now  lying  fallow  • the  1 j 
lord,  to  inflate  its  value,  had  divided  it’  into  wT 
Iroldings,  on  which  he  put  rents  of  24s  ito-Oft.  8 
acre,  51039,  51040.  -This  was  done  last  year  sifJl? 
-But  had  not  been  carried  out  as  the  land  on  £ 
adjoining  estates  was  rented  at  12s.  to  14,  ^ 
acre,  and  was  in  'better  condition,  so  that  ten 
purchase  on  the  bogus  tenancy  would  be  equal  L, 
twenty-five  or  twenty-four  years’  purchase ; beside 
which,  the  house  and  offices  built  by  the  tenant 
be  rained  U £200,  end  should  be  deducted  faT!h 
selling  price,  51041.  we 


CONGESTION  AND  AVAILABLE  GRASS  LAND. 

Witness  represented  thirty- six  townlands,  on  which 
the^  were  151  holdings  under  £4  valuation  iga 
under  £10  (the  majority  of  which  were  under 
£7  10s.),  and  52  over  £10;  of  which  43  were  under 
£17,  ,and  only  9 over  £20,  51038.— In  one  townland 
the  area  was  135  acres  1 rood  30  perches,  the  bad 
laud  (bog  or  marsh)  was  35  acres  ; the  valuation  was 
£132  2s.  ; the  population  was  72,  and  in  the  last 
fourteen  years  twenty-eight  persons  had  emigrated' 
the  people  were  very  industrious,  but  very  poor 
owing  to  the  smallness  oif  their  holdings ; during  the 
last  year  money  had  'been  sent  to  this  townland  from 
America  to  the  amount  of  £111 ; from  England  £92 
while  only  £10  had  been  earned,  at  home ; the  money 
from  abroad  alone  had  enabled  the  people  to  live 
51039.— There  were  three  large  grazing  farms  in  the 
neighbourhood,  of  336  -acres,  and  a small  untenanted 
farm  of  18  acres,  and  a second  of  40  acres,  51038.— 
Witness  proposed  that  these  should  be  purchased  by 
the  Board  or  Commissioners,  .and  distributed,  51039. 
—This  would  relieve  congestion  and  abate  emigra- 
tion, 51038-9. — Tenants  had  been  driven  off  holdings 
on  to  bog  land,  and  had  had  their  rent  raised  when 
they  made  improvements,  51062. 


Witness  kept  cattle,  of  which  he  stall-fed  seventeen 
or  eighteen  each  year,  51075-6,  51080.—  He  bought 
half-feds  or  quarter-feds,  and  disposed  of  his  first 
cattle,  51076. — He  bought  no  cake,  but  fed  them  on 
grain  grown  on  his  own  farm,  51077.— This  he  con- 
sidered more  profitable  than  grazing  pure  and  simple, 
51078. — But  the  small  tenants,  owing  to  want  of 
space,  were  obliged  to  sell  their  cattle  at  four  months’ 
old;  grazing  generally  cost  them  7s.  an  acre,  though 
thus  year  it  could  be  obtained  for  4s.  or  5s.  ; witness 
sold  his  cattle  at  two  or  two  and  a half  years’  old, 
51079. — Selling  them  in  Dublin  if  not  satisfied  with 
local  prices,  51080. 


Labour. 

Witness  employed  ten  labourers  constantly,  and 
sometimes  fifty  at  a time  on  a harvest  day,  51050-1. 


MULKEEN,  Mr.  MARTIN. 


Nature  of  Holdings  in  Witness’s  District. 

Witness  held  14  acres  3 roods  at  Greenwood,  Bekan, 
near  .Rallyhaunis,  his  valuation  was  £7  10s.,  and 
his  annuity  £5  17s.  6 d.,  51099.— Witness  in.  1904 
gave  up  his  old  holding  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  migrated  to  a new  holding  on  the  same 
property ; the  Board  were  to  build  a house  for  wit- 
ness for  which  he  was  to  pay  £50,  and  he  was  to 
have  the  same  quantity  .and  quality  of  land  as  be- 
fore ; this  arrangement  satisfied  witness,  but  he  now 
found  that  four  Irish  acres  of  land  were  flooded  from 
January  to  June,  so  that  it  could  not  be  used  for 
grazing,  51100. — The  Board  had  promised  that  the 
drainage  Should  be  efficient,  51103,  51111.— Through 
their  engineer,  51112. — The  Board  had  spent  £70  in 
making  ia  bridge  -and  two  gullets,  51101-2,  51112.-— 
This  £70  was  spent  for  the  benefit  of  holders  in  the 
valley,  51113. — And  was  for  .the  purpose  of  drainage 
into  the  lake,  51114. — Witness's  holding  was  raised 
by  £6  4a.,  in  valuation,  and  the  house  was  raised 
10s.,.  51102. — The  drainage  work  of  the  Board  was 
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ML'LKEEN,  Mr.  MARTIN — continued. 

not  completed,  it  was  stopped  as  soon  as  the  tenants 
signed  and  the  gangers  were  removed,  51106. — Wit- 
ness had  written  -to  the  Board,  and  was  told  that  his 
case  was  under  consideration,  51107. — This  was  in 
1004,  51108. — Witness  thought  the  Board  should  keep 
its  promise  and  proceed  with  the  drainage,  51110. 


BROGAN,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

Claim  to  an  Enlaegement  from  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

Witness  had  a holding  of  18  statute  acres,  with  a 
valuation  of  £10,  and  a rent  of  £8,  on  the  Clare- 
morris  Estate,  at  Weatliersfort,  Ballyglass  ; two  and 
a half  years  previously  he  had  been  promised  an 
enlargement  of  his  holding,  51116,  51119.— But  after 
having  this  for  six  months  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners made  witness  give  this  up  to  his  brother, 
51126,  51117,  51116,  51118,  51120,  51125.— Witness 
now  had  his  old  holding,  51118. — And  his  brother  con- 
tinued to  live  with  him,  51122,  51127. — The  brother 
would  get  a house  built  on  the  new  farm,  51127. — Wit- 
ness and  his  brother  were  on  good  terms,  51128.— Wit- 
ness had  a right  to  an  enlargement,  51121,  51129. — His 
brother,  who  had  no  land  before,  now  had  the  new 
farm,  51132,  51131. — And  had  no  wish  for  an  en- 
largement, 51130. — The  Estates  Commissioners  had 
not  yet  distributed  all  the  land,  51122.— Witness  sup- 
posed. this  would  take  time,  51121. — Witness  had  for 
some  time  been  a tenant  on  the  estate,  51135. — Some 
tenants’  sons  had  been  given  land  on  this  estate, 
51134. 


BRENNAN,  Mr.  MICHAEL,  Junior. 


Claim  to  a Holding  from  the  Commissioners. 

Witness  was  living  Avith  liis  brother  at  Weathers- 
fort,  Ballyglass,  and  had  no  land,  51136-8. — His 
father,  who  died  about  twenty  years  previously, 
had  a holding,  and  was  bailiff  on  the  estate,  51142, 
51143. — Witness  Avished  for  a holding,  51138. — 
Having  no  land,  51137. — And  his  brother,  who  had 
a holding  of  which  the  valuation  was  £16  and  the 
rent  £10,  Avas  entitled  to  an  increase,  but  had  said 
he  would  waive  his  claim  on  consideration  of  Avit- 
ness  getting  a holding,  51140,  51137-8. — The  Estates 
Commissioners  had  promised  witness  a holding, 
51137,  51139. — But  he  had  not  received  it,  51137-9. — 
Nor  had  his  brother  received  an  increase,  51137. — 
Several  farmers’  sons  had  holdings  on  the  Clan- 
morris  Estate,  51141. 


BRENNAN,  Mr.  MICHAEL,  Senior. 


Claim  to  an  Abatement  from  the'  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Witness  had  a holding  of  between  six  and  seven 
acres  at  Neathersfort,  Ballyhaunis,  with  a valuation 
of  £7  5s.,  and  rent  £5  123.,  51145. — Witness  went 
into  Court  when  tile  Claremorris  Estate  was  sold, 
and  Avas  promised  an  enlargement  of  ben  acres, 
51146. — He  hnd  not  yet  had  his  vesting  order,  though 
this  was  two  years  ago,  51150. — Witness  Ixad  not  his 
enlargement  yet,  though  he  was  brought  into  Court, 
51150.— And  raised  to  £6  10s.,  51146,  51150.— Wit- 
ness had  asked  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Hogan,  who 
were  in  Balia,  for  a reduction  or  abatement,  51146-7. 
— An  aooount  of  a passage  (needed  by  an  adjoining 
tenant)  to  Avater,  which  passed  through  witness’s  en- 
largement, 51146-7. — This  passage  was  given  in  wit- 
ness’s absence,  51146-7. — And  took  a strip  of  the  en- 
largement, seven  feet  wide,  and  100  yards  long, 
51147,  51157. — The  reduction  asked  on  account  of  this 
Avas  four  or  five  shillings,  51148. — The  reduction  was 
refused,  51146-7,  51153-5. — Witness  was  entitled  to 
his  enlargement,  and  there  was  plenty  of  grass  land 
available  for  him  to  have  it  elsewhere,  51152. 


HENRY,  Mr.  MARK  C. 


Fall  in  Rent  on  Witness’s  Land. 

Witness  had  tAventy-five  statute  acres,  Avitli  a valut- 
ation  of  £10  on  land ; the  rent  had  been  about  the 
same,  and  had  dropped  to  an  annuity  of  about  £4, 
51158-60. 

Savixford  Union  ; Exceptionally  Poor  Condition: 
of  People  ; Congestion  of  Evicted  Tenants  on 
Inferior  Lands. 

Swinford  had  an  unique  position  among,  the  Poor 
LaAV  Unions  constituting  the  “congested  districts”  ; 
the  valuation  per  head  was  the  lowest  in  Ireland,, 
except  in  three  Unions  on  the  coast,  where,  how- 
ever, the  occupiers  had  advantages,  e.g.,  fishingr 
not  possessed  by  inland  Unions;  Swinford  Union  did 
not  contain  as  large  tracts  of  prime  land  as  did 
other  Mayo  Unions,  because  when  auxiliary  work- 
houses  had  been  established  in  the  county,  the  origi- 
nal boundaries  of  the  Union  had  been  altered,  and. 
draAvn,  for  the  most  part,  round  a vast  area  of. 
comparatively  poor  soil ; this  Avas  crowded  Avith 
families  Avho  had  been  evicted  from  the  good  lands, 
noAv  transferred  to  the  newlv-constituted  unions, 
51161. 

Population,  Valuation,  and  Acreage  ; Majority 
of  Holdings  Uneconomic. 

Swinford  Union  had  a population  of  44,162;  total 
valuation,  £41,783,  cr  18s.  lid.  per  head  ; the  super- 
ficial area  was  151,560  acres,  but  the  actual  area 
under  crops  (including  meadow  and  clover)  and 
grass,  together  with  the  area  of  uncropped  arable 
land,  Avas  112,588  acres  ; the  rest  being  made  up  of 
land  under  water,  road,  bog,  etc.  ; there  were  2,700 
holdings ; 4,768  Avere  valued  under  £4 ; 2,327  from; 
£4  to  £8 ; 395  from  £8  to  £15 ; 77  from  £15  to- 
£20  ; 133,  chiefly  grazing  fjirms  and  lands  grazed  by 
landlords,  over  £20 ; out  of  7,700  families,  there 
Avere  7,095,  say,  35,000  people,  whose  holdings  could' 
not  support  them,  and  avIio,  .in  many  cases,  were  only 
kept  from  starvation  by  the  earnings  of  relatives- 
in  other  countries,  51161. 

Failure  of  Potato  Crop. 

Owing  to  congestion  and  the  infeidority  of  the- 
land  of  small  tenant  farmers  in  the  Union,  the  crops 
Avere  an  easy  prey  to  disease  in  many  forms,  but 
especially  acute  distress  resulted  from  the  failure  of 
the  potato  cjop,  and  in  1905  and  1906  (perhaps  in- 
cluding a pai-t  of  1907),  £8,000  had  been  expended! 
on  relief,  51161-3. 

Migratory  Labour. 

The  number  of  migratory  labourers  annually  learn- 
ing Swinford  Union  for  England,  was  over  5,000 — 
i.e.,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  the  whole  of 
Mayo,  and  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  total  male- 
population  of  the  Union  between  the  ages  of  twenty, 
and  sixty  years,  51161,  51164-5. — They  usually  left 
in  June,  returning  in  October,  or  perhaps  December — 
the  average  time  of  absence  being,  say  four  of  five- 
months  ; they  brought  back  from  £8  to  £10,  or  1315- 
in  the  year,  or  eA'en  more,  £10  on  an  average  would 
bring  £50,000  to  the  Union  and  be  very  good  earn- 
ing, 51266-7,  51275. 

Emigration  ; Resulting  Decrease  in  Population  y 
Money  sent  Home  by  Emigrants,  etc. 

There  Avas  a constant  disastrous  drain  on  the 
population  owing  to  the  necessity  for  boys  and  girls 
in  the  flower  of  their  age,  emigrating  to  America,  for 
the  support  of  their  families  ; the  total  emigration 
from  Mayo  since  1851  had  been  176,817,  of  whom’ 
over  44,000  came  from  SAvinford  Union — a number 
almost  equalling  its  present  population  ; in  1881,. 
the  population  had  been  53,714,  falling  in  1901,  to 
44,162 — a drnvase  of  eighteen  per  cent.,  51161. — The 
people  of  the  Union  as  a whole  did  not  go  to  one- 
particular  place  or  State  in  America,  but  those  be- 
longing to  the  same  district  usually  went  to  the  same- 
place,  51206-9. — In  Avitness’s  district,  nearly  eve-ry 
family  had  one  or  two  members  in  America,  and  they 
sent  a great  deal  of  money  home,  51268-71. 

3 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


522 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


HENRY,  Mr.  MARK  C.— continued. 


HENRI,  Mr.  MARK  C. — continued. 


Revival  of  Corn-milling,  and  starting  of  other 

Home  Industries  advocated. 

If  a stimulus  were  given  to  agriculture  by  the 
amelioration  of  land  tenure  in  Ireland,  and  if  corn- 
milling were  revived  in  the  Union,  and  other  home 
industries,  c.g.,  weaving,  wool,  and  lace-making,  were 
started,  intending  emigrants  could  easily  be  induced 
to  give  their  best  efforts  to  making  their  own  country 
'prosperous ; agriculture  was  now  the  only  industry 
an  the  Union,  and  paid  very  badly;  good  employ- 
ment of  some  kind  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the 
Union,  51161,  51203-5,  51237. 

Purchase  of  Holdings  by  Returned  Emigrants. 

A great  many  emigrants  had  returned  that  year, 
some  to  settle ; returned  emigrants  usually  bought 
a holding  of  perhaps  five  or  ten  acres  at  an  exorbi- 
tant price,  or  else  raised  the  status  of  .a  poor  family 
by  marrying  'into  it ; every  year  this  was  done  more  ; 
the  holdings  bought  had  not  been  held  in  the 
families,  and  witness  did  not  know  what  become  of 
the  sellers ; there  was  not  the  slightest  aversion  on 
the  part  of  local  people  to  these  transactions  which 
were  voluntary  on  both  sides ; the  standard,  of  com- 
fort of  the  buyers  was  much  higher  than  that  of  the 
.poorer  local  people,  51210-9. 

Raised  Standard  of  Living. 

Witness  could  see  a great  improvement  in  the 
method  of  living  in  the  Union ; the  houses  were 
neater,  and  where  the  'Congested  Districts  Board  had 
any  authority,  there  were  no  pigs  or  cattle  allowed 
inside  them  ; this  custom  still  prevailed'  in  places 
uncontrolled  by  the  Board,  but  the  Parish  Com- 
mittees had  made  a great  impression,  and  people 
were  beginning  to  learn  the  wisdom  of  keeping  their 
.animals  outside,  51220-5. 

More  Drainage  Needed— Work  of  Congested 
Districts  Board  in  this  Respect. 

There  had  been  very  remarkable  improvements  in 
the  Congested  Districts  Board ; the  Board  had  done 
a very  great  deal  and  would  doubtless  do  much  more 
had  they  the  power  .and  money,  e.g.,  take  up  farms 
and  make  more  improvements  such  as  roads  and 
drains ; the  Board  had  done  much  arterial  drainage 
in  witness’s  district,  but  there  was  much  wet,  had 
-land  still  undrained ; a common  scheme  • of  main 
drainage  throughout  the  country  would  be  very  bene- 
ficial; the  drainage  of  the  'Lung  had  been  a remark- 
able improvement ; witness  did  not  know  that  district 
well,  but  believed  the  river  had  been  drained  for 
many  miles ; the  land  had  been  much  improved, 
agriculturally ; it  was  said  that  people  would  now 
live  on  it;  witness  could  not  say  whether  work  of 
:tnis  sort  would  make  otherwise  uneconomic  holdings 
•quite  economic,  51227-32,  51244-9. —There  was  much 
room  in  the  Union  for  improving  the  produce  of  the 
soil  by  improving  its  tillage  ; there  were  over  50,000 
51260  °f  moimtain  which  could  136  well  reclaimed, 


.Further  Enlargement  of  Holdings  Needed 

Land  Available — Possibility  of  Migration 
etc.  ’ 


The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  acquired  the 
Piiin11  Esta,fce>  bufc  there  were  still  in  the  Union 
2 000,  3,000,  perhaps  5,000  acres  of  grass  land  which 
should  be  broken  up  .and  re-distributed  so  that  the 
occupiers  might  have  holdings  capable  of  supporting 
them,  51233-4,  51254-6. — There  was  probably  not 
enough  grass  land  in  the  Union  to  relieve  conges- 
tion and  raise  the  average  holding  to  twenty  acres, 
but  great  numbers  of  people  seemed  to  be  volunteer- 
ing to  migrate;  there  was  far  less  unwillingness  to 
migrate  than  formerly ; at  was  unlikely  that  .anyone 
would  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  many  p«mle 
anxious  to  go,  51199-202,  51235-6,  51251-4  —There 
were  nearly  5,000  holdings  in  the  Union  rated  under 
£4,  and  in  order  to  make  the  occupiers  economic 

Sfr,^S^beL^pr<,Veme?t  °f  the  '^cultural  con- 
dition of  the  holdings  and  migration;  granted  these 
f,adr  number  of  people  might  remain  on 
small  holdings,  going  occasionally  to  England  or 
getting  employment  on  the  big  farms  in  the  district- 

WhL  ^ eto  n«iaTIBLe*tent>,  the  place  of 

what  .are  called  labourers  elsewhere,  51273-4. 


the  ulaim 


- — SHOULD  BE  BUT  BEF0S1 

those  of  Tenants’  S'ons.  81 


Hie  Congested  Districts  Board  when  re.distrlb„ti„ 
grazing  lands  should  consider  the  congests  of  U 

WiC5127wT  ^ 80118  °f  tenantS  ^ neigbbouT6 


Abolition  of  Dual  Ownership  by  Compulsory 
Purchase  Advocated. 

Dual  ownership  should  be  abolished  by  a system 
of  compulsory  purchase;  experience  showed J that 
where  this  was  done  the  condition  of  the  peoo'o  un 
proved ; they  took  a more  lively  interest  in  land 
which  was  their  own,  and  a little  independence  was 
infused  into  them ; the  State  was  now  taking  the 
place  of  the  landlord,  and  rents  were  reduced;  some 
would  think  no  price  was  too  great  to  pay  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  the  landlord,  51163,  51179-85,  51196-7 
— The  tenant’s  ownership  seemed  to  have  existed 
from  time  immemorial,  but  might-  be  said  to  have 
begun  in  1881,  as  it  had  only  then  received  legal 
sanction  ; before  that  the  tenant  had  paid  for  his 
land  time  after  time  in  his  annual  rent,  but  there 
w^no_  other  remedy  than  his  buying  again  now, 


Price  in  View  of  Compulsion— Claims  of 
Landlord  and  Tenant. 

In  cases  of  compulsory  purchase,  the  landlord 
should  receive  a sum  which  would  make  up  to  him 
his  previous  net  income ; this  income,  according  to 
liis  view,  subject  to  iall  deductions  for  collection, 
arrears,  etc.  ; also  the  purchaser  must  be  on  terms 
which  would  enable  the  tenant  to  make  a fair  liveli- 
hood, i.e.,  give  him  an  economic  holding ; in  the 
case  of  nn  ten  anted  grass  lands,  the  landlord  might 
be  said  to  have  the  occupation  as  well  as  proprietary 
interest,  and  though  the  purchase  price  could  not 
be  divided  between  idle  two,  a tenant  when  planted 
on  a new  holding  diid,  as  a matter  of  fact,  contribute 
to  the  occupation  interest  by  giving  something  for 
the  goodwill  of  the  holding  besides  continuing  to  pay 
for  the  annuity  afterwards  ; any  loss  involved  in 
the  transaction  should  be  borne  'by  the  landlord, 
or,  failing  him,  the  State,  51164-78,  51279-89.— If  a 
defaulting  tenant  were  evicted,  his  right"  to  his  hold- 
ing passed  to  the  landlord,  but  a new  tenant  should 
not  be  .asked  to  pay  for  this,  51291-2. 


BLOSSE,  Sir  HENRY  LYNCH. 


Sale  of  Untenanted  Land  Conditional  on  Sale  of 
Tenanted  Land. 

Witness  was  willing  to  sell  every  acre  of  grass 
land  lie  possessed,  exclusive  of  his  demesne,  condi- 
tional  on  the. simultaneous  sale  of  his  tenanted  lands; 
the  Congested  Ditsricts  Board  had  the  matter  under 


trice  which  a Landlord  Should  Receive — Method 
of  Calculating  Price,  etc. 

• ^ h^dlord  should  receive  for  his  laud  a sum  wliich, 
invested  at  3£  per  cent.,  would  yield  him  his  previous 
net  income;  less  than  that  would  be  unjust  and 
unreasonable,  51293,  51297— As  to  a 4 per  cent,  in- 
vestment, most  of  the  Mayo  estates  were  entailed, 
3 k en  W ^ow  present,  rose,  it  was  doubtful 
w ether  so  high  a percentage  were  possible ; an  owner 
in  lee  was,  of  course,  in  a different  position  from 
in  ,the  ‘lands  of  trustees ; when  law  and  order 
were  enforced,  Mayo  was  a gilt-edged  security,  but 
, ?,  "W  unfortunate  men  whose  agents  did  not 

trouble  to  collect  the  rents,  51301-3,  51366-7— The 
average  rent  collected  annually  should  be  ascertained 
,es,tate  account  books,  and  from  that  should  be 
deducted  costs  of  collection,  law  costs,  agent’s  fees, 
taxation,  money  allowed  tenants  for  rebuilding  walls, 
51311  drainage  in  fact,  “ estate  expenses, ”,  51299, 
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BLOSSE,  Sir  HENltY  LYNCH— continued. 

Occupation  Interest  in  Untenanted  Land. 

The  value  of  the  “dual  interest,”  recognised  by 
Mr.  Doran  as  belonging  to  the  owner  of  untenanted 
grass  land,  was  what  the  land  would  fetch  in  the 
open  market,  and  was  shown  by  the  rent;  witness 
admitted  that  the  “tenants’  interest”  in  such  cases 
was  a figment,  a purely  mental  conception,  and  that 
in  order  to  gauge  the  value  of  the  two  interests 
exactly,  a tenant  must  be  in  occupation,  and  must 
not  even  be  an  eleven  months’  tenant;  but  what  the 
landlord  had  received,  grazing  rent,  less  estate  out- 
goings. should  be  at  least  the  basis  of  compensation, 
51323-5,  51357-69. — It  happened  occasionally  that  a 
landlord  let  land  to  a grazier  for  certain  years,  and 
in  others  worked  it  in  and  out  with  other  lands,  and 
perhaps  his  own  farm,  but,  even  so,  the  rule  of 
making  the  profits  the  basis  of  compensation  would 
work  fairly  well,  e.g.,  if  he  bred  100  head  of  cattle 
on  the  land,  he  would  make  so  much  a head ; certainly 
it  would  be  impossible  to  apportion  the  exact  net 
income  of  a grazing  farm  in  these  circumstances, 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  the  income  from 
the  land  as  a whole,  though  a part  might  be  his  own 
demesne,  which  was  not  in  question,  51339-44. 

Movements  of  Rental  of  Grass  Lands — Question 
of  Deterioration. 

Witness  could  not  say  how  grazing  rentals  had 
moved  lately,  but  there  was  no  trouble  in  estimating 
them,  and  the  same  value  was  being  paid;  he  did 
not  let  his  grass  lands  by  auction,  but  the  same 
tenants  had  had  them  for  years,  and  at  the  same 
rent;  other  landlords  in  the  county  did  not  complain 
of  a decrease  in  rents,  but  in  the  midland  counties 
it  m'ght  be  different;  in  places  where  cattle  driving, 
etc.,  constantly  occurred,  there  was  no  rent  paid, 
51370-5.— The  price  of  land  had  only  fallen  officially, 
and  with  an  object;  the  tenants  would  put  it  down 
with  the  help  of  the  Estates  Commissioners,  but  the 
landlord  took  what  he  could  get,  51376-8. — The  estate 
books  would  show  the  tendency  of  an  estate ; speak- 
ing generally,  grazing  lands  in  Ireland  did  not  seem 
to  be  deteriorating;  some  land  was  running  back  into 
rushes  and  so  forth  from  lack  of  drainage,  but  most 
of  it  seemed  to  keep  very  good  sheep,  and  much  drain- 
ing, etc.,  was  clone,  51380-2. 

Arrears — Effect  in  Calculating  Price  of  Land. 

A deduction  from  the  net  income  on  account  of 
arrears  of  rent  should  only  be  made  in. certain  cases; 
witness  knew  a man  driving  a car  who  had  not  paid 
rent  for  fourteen  years,  but  on  a well-managed  estate 
arrears  were  usually  wiped  off;  when  too  heavy,  a 
tenant  unable  to  pay  being,  as  a rule,  let  off  with  an 
additional  quarter’s  rent;  on  these  estates  it  would 
be  right  to  deduct  for  arrears  on  the  average  rental 
over  ten  or  fifteen  years,  i.e.,  allowing  for  good  and 
bad  years;  if  a landlord’s  income,  being  £1,000  a 
year,  he  had  in  ten  years  received  £9,000  instead  of 
£10,000,  his  net  income  should  be  based  on  the  former 
sum,  51312-17. — Witness  had  never  heard  of  cases  of 
Scotch  farmers  and  others  brought  to  the  district 
forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  leaving  with  arrears  of  rent 
unpaid ; he  only  knew  of  one  Scotchman  having  come 
at  all,  51326-8. 

Tenant-rights  in  the  Case  of  Evicted  Tenants. 

Witness  knew  Mr.  Davis,  from  near  Ballina,  and 
would  not  pay  much  attention  to  his  evidence  con- 
cerning evicted  tenants;  in  the  case  cited,  the  people 
had  probably  been  paid  so  much  for  going  out;  in 
any  case,  no  deduction  should  be  made  for  confiscated 
“tenant-rights,”  as  the  landlord  only  got  back  his 
own  land ; the  transaction  must  have  taken  place 
before  the  Act  of  1881,  when  tenant-right  had  only 
existed  in  the  North  of  Ireland ; witness  admitted 
that  it  would  be  very  hard  to  be  evicted  without  com- 
pensation, 51329-33,  51335. 

Landlords’  Expenditure  on  Improvements. 

A great  deal  of  money  had  apparently  been  spent 
on  improvements  by  landlords  years  ago ; on  one 
estate,  near  Claremorris,  over  £10,000  had  been  ex- 
pended by  the  present  owner  and  his  father;  the 
tenants  did  a g<x>d  deal  of  burning  or  screwing,  but 


BLOSSE,  Sir  HENRY  LYNCH— continued. 

they  did  not  cultivate  the  land  well,  51333-4. — Infor- 
mation could  probably  be  obtained  as  to  improvements 
of  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  but  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  base  present  compensation  and  present 
dealing  with  the  land  on  what  happened  forty  or 
fifty  years  ago,  as  it  was  doubtful  whether  Mayo 
landlords  kept  books  in  those  days.  51336-8. 

Right  of  Appeal  to  an  Independent  Tribunal  in 
Case  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Advocated. 

If  the  effect  of  any  deal  were  to  give  the  owner 
his  net  income,  i.e.,  liis  rental,  less  estate  out-goings, 
the  questions  in  dispute  could  be  easily  solved;  in 
case,  however,  of  any  bona  fide  dispute  arising  as  to 
what  was  net  income  in  an  individual  case, 
there  should  be  the  right  of  appeal  to  an  independent 
tribunal ; this  was  essential  to  justice,  as  all  sides 
would  be  heal'd,  and  facts  and  figures  be  made  public ; 
it  was  most  unsatisfactory  that  the  buyer  should 
practically  fix  the  price,  and  the  landlord  have  no 
access  to  the  report  of  the  inspectors  and  valuers 
engaged,  so  as  to  correct  any  possible  error;  this  was 
the  case  when  the  Congested  Districts  Board  or 
Estates  Commissioners  bought  estates;  the  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  in  Dublin  might  be  appealed  to 
in  case  of  a difference  of  opinion  between  buyer  and 
seller,  but  it  would  be  preferable  to  have  three  judges 
to  form  a proper  Court  of  Appeal,  and  there  should 
be  no  assessors  sitting ; it  would  be  very  objectionable 
to  have  a politician  appointed  as  valuer;  a Court 
of  Appeal  would  only  be  necessary  in  case  of  the 
Board  being  granted  compnlsorv  powers,  51382-9. 
51394-5. 

Compulsory  Powers  Unnecessary. 

If  acquisition  were  on  the  basis  of  net  income,  tho 
landlord,  unless  quite  exceptional,  would  be  so  willing 
to  sell,  that  compulsion — a mistake  in  any  circum- 
stances— need  never  be  used,  51390-3. 

Comparison  of  Claims  of  Sons  of  Tenants  with 
those  of  Congests. 

Witness  did  not  believe  that  the  dividing  up  ol 
all  the  grass  ranches  in  Ireland  would  be  of  real 
benefit,  but  in  order  to  test-  the  efficacy  of  the  prin- 
ciple adopted  by  Government,  he  was  willing  that 
holdings  should  be  enlarged  and  smaller  tenants  mi- 
grated ; the  uneconomic  holders  should  have  priority 
of  claim,  then  those  in  the  neighbourhood  should  be 
relieved,  but  some  of  these  last  would  be  willing  to 
migrated  to  Roscommon,  Westmeath,  King’s  County, 
and  other  places,  and  thus  leave  room  for  holdings 
for  sons  of  tenants ; these  should  be  on  the  estate 
as  far  as  possible,  so  as  to  keep  families  together, 
51293-8,  51319. — It  would  be  impossible,  though  statis- 
tics might  be  made  to  show  the  contrary,  to  fill  up 
all  the  grass  lands,  large  though  Irish  families  were  ; 
Supposing,  however,  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
land  to  relieve  congestion,  congests  would  probably 
have  to  be  considered  before  sons  of  tenants,  though 
this  was  not  really  just,  51305-10,  51319-22,  51345-6. 

- -If  the  landlord  were  to  divide  land  amongst  sons 
of  tenants,  he  would  choose  men  whose  fathers  could 
start  them,  and  who  wanted  a holding,  and  who 
would  live  on  the  land;  it  would  be  illegal  on  an  en- 
tailed estate  to  charge  a fine ; if  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  bought  the  estate,  they  should,  if 
possible,  either  sell  the  holdings  to  the  tenants’  sons 
or  charge  them  the  agricultural  rent,  so  that  the 
selection  would  be  by  competition  prices.  51347-55. 
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Migratory  Labour  ; Decrease  in  Earnings  in 
England. 

There  were  7,095  holdings  under  £8  valuation  in 
Swinford  Union,  and  upwards  of  50  per  cent,  of  the 
male  population  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  sixty 
were  migratory  labourers ; some  went  to  England  for 
the  hay-saving  alone,  returning,  usually  in  four  or 
six  weeks,  with  about  £6;  many  did  not  now,  as 
formerly,  wait  for  the  harvest,  chiefly  because  they 
could  not  get  work ; the  earnings’  in  England  were 
not  one-third  of  what  they  used  to  be  owing  to 
machinery  and  other  causes,  51396-402. 
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Emigration  taking  the  place  op  Migbation. 

In  witness’  parish  six  heads  of  families,  once  mi- 
gratory labourers,  had  emigrated  with  some  of  their 
children,  leaving  their  wives  and  the  others  on  their 
holdings ; the  cost  of  going  to  and  from  America 
was  very  great,  and  it  was  doubtful  whether  many 
would  return,  as  they  meant  to  do ; children  too  were 
emigrating,  instead  of  going  to  England  where  earn- 
ings had  decreased,  and  where  it  was  not  worth  while 
remaining  so  short  a time,  51402-7. 

Evictions. 

In  twenty-five  year*  120  families  had  left  the  par- 
ish, mostly  through  eviction  ; the  lands  were  chiefly 
in  the  hands  of  the  owners,  except  a few  handed  over 
to  planters,  and  no  compensation  had  been  given  ; in 
some  cases  evictions  had  not  been  for  non-payment 
of  rent,  but  simply  to  make  a farm  for  the  owner, 
when  the  tenants  were  sent  to  the  mountain  and 
rocks;  these  cases. had  occurred  before  the  Act  of  1881, 
51407-9,  51416. 

Demoralising  effect  of  Govebnment  Relief  and 

waste  of  Public  Money  before  passing  of  Local 

Government  Act. 

For  about  twenty-five  years  past  Government  had 
often  had  to  send  relief  to  Swinford  Union  owing 
to  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  but  Government 
remedial  measures  had  generally  been  too  late,  had 
been  demoralising  in  their  effects,  and  had  done  little 
permanent  good,  while  the  administration  had  'in- 
volved an  enormous  waste  of  public  funds;  certainly 
now,  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  responsibility 
for  relief  rested  first  on  the  Guardians,  then  on  the 
County  Council,  while  Government  gave  relief  when 
the  cost  was  greater  than  it  should  be ; on  the  last 
last  two  occasions  there  was  no  observable  demoralisa- 
tion, this  year’s  administration  of  the  Relief  Act 
being,  as  far  as  it  had  gone,  exceptional ; the  scheme 
being  local,  many  works  of  permanent  utility  had 
been  done  with  practically  very  little  expense  of  ad- 
ministration ; former  remedial  measures  had  failed 
because  the  people  had  not  been,  consulted  as  to  the 
inogt  useful  works,  and  had  had  no  voice  in  the 
adimmstration  of  the  money,  whereas  now  it  was, to 
g--terest  to  see  that  a fair  day’s  work  was  done, 

Acquisition  of  Grazing  Lands  for  the  Enlarge- 
ment of  Holdings,  and  Migration,  advocated. 
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so  injurious  to  sheep  and  cattle  on  the  nast 
that  no  one  who  knew  would  buy  the  animals' 
there ; it  was  necessary  that  some  body  like  ttFn 
gested  Districts  Board  should  have  power  to  deal 
the  drainage  of  large  rivers— main  drainage— 
their  own  and  other  lands ; the  tenants  ’ - on 


taxation  involved,  and  the  balance  of  cost  should  H 
paid  by  Government,  as  it  would  be  useless  to  Wt 
to  the  owners,  who,  with  few  exceptions,  had  ncwr 
shown  any  interest  in  the  people’s  wants,  51418-23  * 

Working  of  the  Land  Act  of  1903  prevented  by 
the  Landlords.  1 

Landlords  throughout  the  Union  had  made  land 
purchase  impracticable,  except  in  a few  cases  some 
of  which  had  already  been  proved  bad  bargains  - it 
was  not  true  that  the  people  had  prevented  the  work 
mg  of  the  Land  Act  of  1903,  for  shortly  after  its 
passage,  Guardians  had,  by  unanimous  resolution 
written  to  all  the  landowners  in  the  Union,  stating 
the  wish  of  tenants  to  buy  under  the  Act,  and  ask 
mg  them  to  name  prices;  many  had  not  replied' 
others  had  written  abusively,  while  others,  as  if  bv 
arrangement,  had  said  they  were  unwilling  to  sever 
the  friendly  relations  that  had  always  existed  between 
their  families  and  their  tenants,  though,  in  manv 
caaes  these  relations  could  scarcely  have  been  truth- 
fully so  described  ; the  landlords  were  seldom  willing 
to  sell  either  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  or  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  some  saying  that  as  Sir 
Anthony  MacDonnell  had  said  he  would  not  sell  to 
his  own  Board,  so  it  was  unreasonable  to  ask  them  to 
do  so,  51423,  51435. 

Price  of  Land  ; Danger  involved  in  the  Extension 
of  Annuity  Period  by  Act  of  1903. 

No  landlord  in  the  Union,  since  the  Act  of  1903 
had  offered  to  sell  for  less  than  from  211  to  241 
years  purchase,  whereas  before,  some  of  these  estates 
had  been  offered  for  from  sixteen  to  nineteen  years’, 
purchase,  the  former  being  all  of  second  term,  the 
latter  mostly  of  first  term  rents  ; an  estate  was  now 
being  negotiated  at  21£  years’  purchase  that  had 
once  been  offered  at  16  years’  purchase ; the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  thought  the  price  too  high, 
because  there  was  an  average  of  perhaps  four  years 
arrears  on  the  property ; the  tenants  had  doubtless 
consented  because  negotiations  had  been  begun  in  a 
bad  veav.  wlipn  , t 


, ” negotiations  naa  Deen  begun  in  ; 

Vast  trvn/Tnff  “,vwuax*u-  ^hen  the  landlord  had  wiped  out  the  ren 

Union  wl  L S ,°n,?  *»>  Swinford  with  the  running  gale;  the  people  had  refused  t 

sliouTd’  i th«  Poor  had  been  evicted,  P?.Y  ,tlle  sixteen  years’  purchase  before,  because  a: 


shouid  be  given  back  to  the  Union;  within  the'' Union 
there  was  £3,842  worth  of  land  in  the  hands  of  fourteen 
“nd  *hu&:nine  graziers,  used  mostly  for  graz- 
ing alone  , in . Kilasser  there  were  about  1,300  acres 
V nt>n'reSiden  n?1  holdings,  valued  at 
3,.’  oin0  lloklings  under  £3 ; 500  under  £5 ; 200 
’ 011  J°ynt  s Estate  there  were  150  tenants, 
i Wj°‘-n  ™ under  £5  valuation;  the  unten- 
Sd  t.nd  U1  tKe  dls.t/lct  should  be  acquired,  if  pos- 
J- S’,  f^men t,  lfnot>  & compulsion,  to  make  the 

T economic;  Migration  of  some  young 
v L amill.t  fron?  tlle  locality  should  be  encouraged 
Ly  albwmg  them  fan-  compensation  for  what  they 
new  a reasonable  value  was  put  upon  their 

Se  tha  of0^’ ' aCC°rdtng.  * the  locality,  and  not 
of  th,eir  new  neighbours;  many  would  be 

rrii  °0ndgofUs?rr  ^eSf  Cmdlti0n?;  part  of  the  fiv« 

grass  land  of  Straide  should  be  e ven  to  ueonle  mi 

S SJ.T  ■whiIe  wf  aSriS 

Crilow  ‘,id  raslm'e  t0  tenants  in 

a,S  to’lS  i,  J go-fiTO  miles  ™*a»wing 
ana  to  buy  it. at  auction  prices,  51416-7.  8 

Unequal  Valuation  of  Land. 

&5J  I**-.™ 

."..St 

* Lauge  Drainace  Schemes  advocated. 

Pasturts  *ere  ruined,  and ' the  people’s  llav 
cai  ried  away  by-floods,  which  left,  besides,  a^epo^t 


K saie>  me  people  Had  refused  to 
pay  ,“e  sixteen  years’  purchase  before,  because  an 
adjoining  estate  had  been  sold  for  from  eleven  to 
twelve  years  purchase — the  Land  Commissioners  not 
having  sanctioned  the  advance  when  the  tenants  had 
agreed  to  fifteen  years’  purchase ; witness  did  not 
2°*™  what  year  this  had  occurred,  but  admitted 
that  the  landlords  had  then  been  paid  in  stock  stand- 
f’S  at  112,  51423-30. — The  tenants  realised  that  when 
they  had  given  sixteen  years’  purchase,  they  had' 
f0Uy  per  cent-  > whereas  now  they  could  give: 
L92  years  purchase,  and  yet  pay  a smaller  annuity 
it  was  one  of  the  dangers  of  the  Act  of  1903  that 
the  practical  effect  of  extending  the  annuity  period- 
from  49  to  68 £ years,  induced  the  tenant  to  give  a 
larger  number  of  years’  purchase,  51432.— The  Board 
would  not  buy  at  a price  which,  when  converted  into- 
an  annuity,  the  tenant  would  not  be  able  to  pay,  and 
there  should  he  power  vested  in  some  body  to  prevent 
iS  a in°  done  by  tenants  who,  to  rid  themselves  of 
a bad  landlord,  would  gladly  give  a few  years’  pur-, 
chase  more  than  the  value  of  the  land ; only  two 
estates  in  witness’s  district  had  been  bought  under 
-the  Act  of  1903,  and  the  Estates  Commissioners  were- 
dealing  with  them,  51432-5,  51447-8. 

Treatment  of  Tenants  by  Landlords  and  their 
Agents. 

Most  of  the  landlords  of  the  district  have  never- 
given  the  tenants  a reduction  of  rent  in  bad  years, 
or  even  given  them  time  to  sell  their  stock,  but  had 
persecuted  them,  processing  for  even  the  hanging 
gale,  the  day  after  it  had  fallen  due  (though  the  case 
could  not  be  heard  for  months),  .and  serving  writs,  if 
the  rents  were  high  ; there  were  exceptions,  like.  Mr. 
Oime,  who  had  treated  his  tenants  very  well,  51435-7. . 
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— In  some  cases,  too,  the  good  intentions  of  the  land- 
lord had  been  frustrated  by  his  agent ; Sir  Roger 
Palmer,  for  example,  sent  each  of  his  poor  tenants 
£1  every  year  through  his  agent,  and  usually  even 
some  of  the  very  old  people  had  to  walk  to  the 
office,  forty  miles  there  and  back,  to  get  their  money, 
though  they  paid  their  rent  at  another,  generally  "a 
much  nearer  place ; this  could  not  have  been  the 
landlord’s  intention,  and  so  far  as  witness  knew,  it 
had  not  been  brought  to  his  notice ; the  same  ’ agent 
had  twice  evicted  a weak  little  family,  the  mother  of 
which  had  just  died ; the  second  time  he  had  thrown 
down  the  house,  lest  they  should  return;  the  tenant 
had  been  allowed  back  first  on  payment  of  rent  and 
costs,  but,  being  over  seventy  years  old,  he  had  again 
got  into  arrears ; he  had  paid  rent  direct  to  the  agent 
for  forty  years,  when  he  had  been  able  to  migrate  to 
England,  but  now  when  returning  in  winter  to  his 
old  home,  he  had  been  sent  to  goal  for  three  months, 
S1435-46. 

Advantages  of  Purchasing  through  the  Board. 

Having  seen  the  dangers  of  direct  purchase,  and 
owing  to  turbary  rights,  passages,  boundaries,  etc., 
in  the  Brett  and  Lynch  Estates,  and  the  consequent 
endless  law  proceedings,  the  people  were  anxious  to 
buy  only  through  the  Congested  Districts  Board  or 
the  Estates  Commissioners ; in  almost  every  case, 
they  had  told  the  owners  they  would  agree  to  any 
price  fixed  beforehand  by  either  of  these1  bodies ; 
those  who  had  purchased  direct  were  beginning  to 
see  they  had  deprived  themselves  of  the  extensive 
improvements  carried  out  by  the  Board,  51435,  51449. 

The  Board’s  Work  Hampered  through  Lack  of 
Compulsory  Powers. 

In  witness’s  parish,  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
had  only  bought  the  McCarrick  Estate,  on  which  were 
twenty-six  tenants  ; though  the  property  was  small, 
the  Board  had  made  wonderful  improvements  in  the 
way  of  drainage  and  accommodation  roads,  etc.  ; 
building  new  houses  and  putting  slated  roofs  on  old 
ones ; the  estate  was  very  congested— sixteen  of  the 
tenants  being  under  £5  valuation,  and  there  were  no 
grass  lands,  but  close  by  was  a grazing  farm,  valued 
at  £14  5s.,  which  the  owner  had  refused  to  sell, 
though  his  own  tenants  were  valued  at  less  than 
£2 ; this  state  of  things  prevented  the  Board  making 
improvements  on  a large  scale,  e.g.,  drainage  and 
roads,  and  an  economic  division  of  bogs  ; operations 
being  confined  to  an  isolated  estate  involved  a waste 
of  expenditure ; the  Board  should  have  compulsory 
powers  to  buy  adjoining  estates ; in  spite  of  diffi- 
culties, they  had  done  much  wherever  they  had 
operated— as  on  the  Dillon  Estate  ; also  in  Charles- 
town and  Kilmore,  which  had  been  entirely  changed 
by  drainage,  building,  and  the  making  of  accommo- 
dation roads ; they  had  done  much  by  improving 
sanitary  conditions  to  check  the  spread  of  consump- 
tion, 51448,  51453. 

MonE  Funds  needed  for  Work  of  Parish  Com- 
mittees. 

The  Board’s  scheme  of  Parish  Committees  was  the 
best  ever  brought  into  the  country,  and  had  infused 
into  the  people  a spirit  of  emulation,  improvement, 
and  thrift;  hitherto  improvements  had  meant  in- 
creased rents  and  taxation,  but  the  people,  by  being 
associated  with  this  scheme,  were  made  to  feel  the 
work  was  done  in  their  interest ; their  advice  was 
asked  for  and  followed  ; at  first  a reasonable  latitude 
had  been  allowed,  then,  as  the  scheme  had  worked 
and  the  people  had  understood  it  better,  more  exact- 
ness had  been  required ; the  grants  were  too  small, 
six,  and  in  some  cases,  ten  times  the  value  of  small 
grants  having  been  given,  at.  a cost  of  fifteen  per 
cent,  of  the  actual  grant,  or  three  per  cent,  if  the 
value  of  the  work  done  were  considered,  as  indeed  it 
should  be;  with  more  funds  and  the  operations  of 
I arisli  Committees  extended,  the  homes  of  the  peo- 
ple would,  in  a few  years  more,  be  made  quite  com- 
fortable, and  the  land,  with  proper  draining,  manu- 
ring, and  variety  of  crops,  made  to  yield  double  its 
present  produce ; more  land  would  be  cultivated  and 
the  young  men  could  stop  at  home;  the  Committees 
might  also  be  given  the  money  needful  for  relief  of 
periodic  distress,  to  ensure  reproductive  work  being 
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done,  and  that  without  demoralising  results ; it 
would  be  well,  too,  if  they  were  associated  in  some 
way  with  the  schemes  handed  over  by  the  Board  to 
the  Agricultural  Department,  touching  cattle,  horses, 
pigs,  and  poultry,  spraying,  manuring,  and  seeds, 
51448-9. 

Livestock  Schemes  ; Criticism  of  Department's 
Operations. 

Though  much  liad  been  done  by  the  Board  to  im- 
prove the  breeds  of  cattle,  pigs  and  poultry,  the 
efforts  to  improve  the  breed  of  horses  had  had  very 
bad  results ; the  Agricultural  Department  liad  done 
very  little  in  regard  to  the  schemes  handed  over  to 
them,  and  that  with  less  good  effect  than  the  Board, 
which  had  received  no  subsidy  from  the  rates  ; the 
Department  had  had  £1,200  or  £1,300  from  county 
rates  alone,  but  had  done  little  in  Swinford  Union 
with  the  funds  at  their  disposal ; whereas  the  Board 
had  distributed  bulls  at  £12,  £15,  or  £20  each,  the 
Department  had  charged  £40  in  the  district  that 
year ; certainly  the  price  of  bulls  varied,  but  the 
Department  should  change  the  system  of  giving  pre- 
miums and  reduce  the  initial  price  to  the  buyers^  to 
whom  £40  was  prohibitive,  and  who  had  consequently 
had  to  give  up  improving  the  breed  of  cattle,  51448-9. 

The  Market  for  Pigs,  Poultry,  etc.,  should  be 

REGULATED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Department  working  on  much  the  same  lines 
as  tlhe  Board,  had  improved  the  breed  of  pigs  and 
poultry,  but  the  people  were  still  at  the  mercy  of 
the  buyer ; slaughter-houses  should  be  established  at 
convenient  centres ; the  Department  should  get  a 
market  for  pigs,  poultry,  ana.  eggs,  iand  should  regu- 
late, as  far  as  possible,  they  now  excessive  rukng 
rates,  while  much  of  the  offal  now  lost  to  the  seller 
might  be  saved  for  him,  51449. 

Creameries  and  Home  Dairying. 

The  Department  liad  done  nothing  in  this  district 
in  regard  to  butter  and  creameries  ; the  people  were 
suspicious  of  these  last,  because  when  rents  were 
being  fixed,  the  question  was  always  asked  if  the 
holding  were  near  a creamery  ; while  admitting  that 
butter  fetched  a higher  price  in  creameries,  witness 
could  not  personally  approve  of  them  ; the  people  of 
the  Union  had  on  an  average  only  two  cows,  and 
those  poor  ones  ; 3d.  a gallon  for  milk  did  not  seem 
a fair  price,  considering  the  time  spent  in  getting  it, 
the  expense  of  sending  it,  the  want  of  milk,  butter, 
butter-milk,  etc.,  iat  home;  it  was  doubtful  if  child- 
ren would  get  enough  sweet  milk  in  creamery  dis- 
tricts; in  a few  years,  too,  the  future  wives  of  far- 
mere  would  not  know  how  to  make  butter ; when,  with 
tile  encouragement  given  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  each  farmer  had  a nice  dairy  and  knew  how 
to  treat  his  cattle,  milk,  etc.,  it  would  be  far  better 
to  have  a “butter  factory”  at  a convenient  centre, 
where  butter  would  be  paid  for  according  to  its 
quality' ; this  was  done  in  Canada  where,  too,  cheese 
was  sometimes  made  instead  of  butter,  when  it  paid 
better ; this  scheme  would  keep  girls  at  home  and 
fit  them  to  be  good  housekeepers,  and  it  could  be 
carried  out,  in  spite  of  difficulties,  if  encouraged  by 
the  offering  of  prizes ; the  Parish  Committees  should 
be  associated  with  these  schemes  ; the  people  whom 
witness  knew  did  not  believe  in  the  Department’s 
- itinerant  instructors ; it  would  be  better  and  cheaper 
to  send  an  intelligent,  member  of  the  Parish  Com- 
mittee and  an  intelligent  farmer’s  daughter  from 
each  parish  to  Glasnevin  for  six  weeks  or  so,  and 
thus  associate  the  people  themselves  with  the  scheme 
51449. 

Spraying. 

Spraying  was  the  great-  need  of  the  district,  but 
the  Department  had  done  nothing  for  it  in  this 
direction  ; after  refusing  last  year  they  had  at  last 
been  induced  with  difficulty  to  bring  machines  amd 
sell  them  at  the  price  at  which  they  had  previously 
'been  offered  by  the  Board,  viz.,  24s.  ; the  Depart- 
ment had  only  sprayed  some  plots  for  seed  potatoes, 
chosen  by  themselves  as  examples,  and  some  alone 
the  road  in  certain  districts ; the  Department  or 
the  Board  should,  through  the  Parish  Committees, 
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see  that  no  spraying  material  was  sold  without  a 
guarantee  -as  to  purity,  and  samples  should  be  taken 
for  analysis,  as  people  would  buy  a cheaper  article 
unless  they  knew  it  to  be  inferior,  51449. 

Turn)  ARY. 

In  this  district  alone  there  were  perhaps  1,700 
acres  of  deep  bog,  820  acres  of  which  belonged  to 
one  man  ; this,  though  valued  at  a.  few  shillings, 
he  was  selling  for  £2,  £3,  and  even  £7  per  acre ; 
the  District  and  County  Councils  would  have  to 
deal  with  this  question — a serious  one  for  rate- 
payers ; all  surplus  bog  should  be  taken  over  by 
some  body,  as  the  Congested  Districts  Board  or  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  and  after  each  buyer  had 
been  given  certain  turbary,  the  rest  should  be  vested 
in  that  body  for  the  general  use ; an  ample  supply 
of  turbary  for  the  people  would  be  a serious  matter 
in  the  future,  51449. 

Afforestation  of  Waste  Mountain  Lands 
Advocated. 

It  would  be  beneficial  if  waste  mountain  lands, 
i.e.,  those  in  the  hands  of  owners,  were  planted,  as 
they  were  now  almost  useless ; in  carrying  out  a 
comprehensive  scheme  of  afforestation,  mountains 
might  be  required  where  tenants  had  grazing  rights, 
but  this  pasture  need  not  be  touched,  though  pro- 
bably the  people  would  not  object  to  its  'being  planted 
if  the  matter  were  explained  to  them,  51449-52. 


FINN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Ms  father,  grandfather,  and  others ; the  soil 
fairly  good  when  first  reclaimed,  but  was 
worn  out;  the  stock  consisted  of  two  cows— nartl 
grazed  on  the  hog— two  pigs  and  a little  mule  • ill; 
calves  were  sold  when  a year  old ; what  milk’  ant 
butter  there  was  was  needed  for  the  house-  tbs'1 
were  about  two  acres  under  potatoes  and  oats’  a 
patches  of  turnips,  a small  cabbage-patch,  and  aboi* 
an  acre  of  meadow ; the  rest  wias  pasture  • fu. 
potatoes,  though  sprayed,  were  not  good  that  ’t«T 
51454,  51481-95,  51498-502,  51511-23.  ' ar- 


Spraying  Facilities. 

Everyone  sprayed  with  a broom  in  witness’s  dig 
trict,  and  had  never  even  seen  a spraying  machine 
but  they  would  gladly  use  any  facilities  given  them 
in  the  way  of  machines  and  mixtures,  51503-9. 

More  Money  needed  for  poor  Parish  Committees. 

The  only  obstacle  to  the  proper  working  of  the  Con 
gested  Districts  Board  and  the  Parish  Committees 
was  lack  of  funds ; their  grants  were  too  small  to 
enable  the  people  to  make  much  needed  improvements  ■ 
induced  by  a grant  of  £2  from  the  Parish  Committee’ 
a man  might  begin  building  an  outhouse  which  would 
cost  him  £10  before  it  was  finished ; lie  would  have 
to  borrow  the  £8  or  buy  his  material  on  credit;  he 
had  to  get  galvanised  iron  and  timber,  and  the 
mason’s  work  was  costly  ; the  grant  was  generally  for 
material,  and  the  rest  was  a matter  of  work  which  he 
could  usually  do  himself  if  he  had  a little  help- 
otherwise  he  must  pay  for  labour  ; witness  admitted 
that  the  man  was  virtually  paid  for  doing  his  own 
work,  5L472-80.  8 


Acreage  and  Valuation  of  Cloontia,  Migration 
for  Enlargement  of  Holdings  Advocated. 

-Cloontia  had  belonged  to  Jonathan  Rashleigh,  of 
Cornwall,  but  had  been  bought  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  December,  1904 ; there  were  140  holdings, 
of  from  four  to  ten  acres  of  reclaimed  bog,  most  of 
them  valued  under  £2;  .there  was  no  untenanted 
land  on  the  property  available  for  the  enlargement 
of  these,  but  half  the  tenants  might  be  migrated  to 
the  big  grass  randies  in  Mayo  and  Roscommon,  and 

their  holdings  divided  amongst  the  others,  51454. 

Witness  and  many  others  could  willingly  migrate 
if  they  were  each  given  a thirty-acre  holding  with 
a house  on  it  in  Roscommon ; he  could  not  say  what 
sort  of  reception  they  would  get  there,  but  the  diffi- 
culties of  migration  would  be  greatly  lessened  if 
£®“>.  or  s,x*  men  went  together  from  one 
parish,  taking  old  associations  with  them ; cer- 
tainly it  would  be  well  tp  see  a farm  before  de- 
ciding to  migrate  to  it,  51524-33. 


Government  Aid  for  Reclamation  < 
Advocated. 


Bogs 


There  were  several  thousand  acres  of  shalina  bm 
coremonage— where  the  tenants  grazed  cattle 
some  acres  were  measured  into  the  holdings  now 
expected  the  rest  to  be  divide! 
XLS?”*  “S.  'u-  ™ and  no  on. 

™ds  threShrt4i?1d”?  *er  would  bull, 

reads  through  this,  drain  and  reclaim  it,  and  bo  b 

cSvere™.?*  conslf,e™bl3r  their  present  holdings,  i 
?£SS teould  k“P  them  financially  : unties 
admitted  that  as  his  property  would  become  mor, 
" “t'  ’the  tenant  might  and  ought  to  pay  some 
thing  by  way  of  instalment  to  the  public  body  tila 

not  be' IXf  hm  ^ though  th“rwouh 

not  be  able  to  pay  much,  51454-72.  3 

Witness  tartly  on  ms  Brothrr’s 

Earnings  in  England. 

Witness  was  a farmer,  with  between  sever  ar, 

film  tWtfsSt'a 

worl-ed  on  their  own  land,  a^it  „f'  whidh  L 
reclaimed'  himself,  while  the  rest  had 


POVERTY  OF  THE  DISTRICT— COMPULSORY  PuHCHiSE 
ADVOCATED. 

In  one  townland  on  the  property  there  were  sixty- 
six  holdings  of  so-called  “land,”  each  of  which  was 
valued  under  £2  ; every  year  150  men  went  to  Eng- 
land for  the  reaping,  while  about  63  had  emigrated 
during  the  last  few  years ; the  relatives  at  home  were 
dependent  on  their  earnings  ; the  only  remedy  for 
this  state  of  things,  prevailing  throughout  the  dis- 
trict,  was  compulsory  purchase  of  grazing  lands  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  of  the  Estates  Cora- 
muraoners  i witness  believed  the  landlords  to  be  un- 
wilnng  to  sell,  but  could  not  adduce  any  facts  in 
proof  of  this,  51539-42. 


.trice  of  Land  before  and  after  the  Act  of  1903; 

Disadvantage  of  Direct  Purchase. 

Before  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act  of  1903,  the 
tenants  on  Captain  Costelloe’s  property  had  bought 
their  holdings  at  prices  varying  from  7 to  164  years’ 
purchase,  and  had  been  given  decadal  reductions; 
witness  thought  the  land  had  been  bought  direct  from 
liaoeoti  ’ *^ie  reid;s  had  been  second  term  rents, 
01 495-7 , 5151.0. — On  the  adjoining  property,  under  the 
Act  of  1903,  they  had  had  to  pay  18£  years’  purchase 
tor  inferior  land,  because  the  holdings  had  all  been 
sunk  m arrears. 

Amount  of  Arrears. 

v average  number  of  years  of  the  tenant  on  the 
oiamg  was  from  two  and  three  years  and  upwards; 
ey,  were  sued  for  arrears  every  May,  and  paid  a 
r jnt  in  November ; the  landlord,  in  order  to 
6 t his  demand,  had  offered  to  wipe  off  all  the  old 
ion^al'v  aJJd  add  the  year’s  rent  due  in  November, 
iuw,  to  the  purchase  money ; as  1905  threatened  to- 
7tir  °l  famine,  the  tenants  thought  it  best  to 
. . v!  “he  offer,  and  pay  18£  years’  purchase  though 
l ,]  ate  would  not  have  advanced  half  this  had  the- 
land  been  inspected,  51533-9.— Had  the  tenants 
teen  able  t°  pay  through  the  Congested  Districts 
.^nste?^  of  directly  from  the  landlord,  they 
Q v f have  had  the  advantage  of  works  being  opened, 
land  n51539emen  S’  e‘^’’  draxna)?e>  being  made  on  the- 

Fixing  of  Price  by  the  Board  in  case  of  CoMrut- 
sory  Purchase. 

h.|?.?'5ed  ““P'Otel'J-  purchase,  the  CongeateJ  Di* 
™+LBoard  SF°llld  have  the  power  to  compel  a ten- 
‘ t to  pay  a fair  price  for  land,  i.e.,  as  much  as  a- 
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reasonable  man  would  think  the  holding  worth ; wit- 
r.ess  thought  that  he  himself  would  be  willing  to 
trust  the  Board,  51543-7. — On  every  estate  in  Mayo 
the  tenants  had  expressed  their  readiness  to  buy  if 
landlords  were  willing  to  sell,  leaving  the  price  to  be 
settled  by  the  Board  or  the  Estates  Commissioners ; 
the  tenants  were  always  satisfied  with  what  was  just 
and  reasonable,  and  their  willingness  to  submit  their 
case  to  an  impartial  tribunal,  spoke  strongly  for  the 
justice  of  their  claims,  51548-50. 


KEAVENEY,  Rev.  MICHAEL. 


Valuation  no  Test  of  Economic  Holdings. 

Witness’s  parish,  with  the  exception  of  one  town- 
land,  lay  within  the  limits  of  the  Dillon  Estate,  and 
contained  600  agricultural  holdings,  51570. — Of  which 
the  average  area  was  almost  24  statute  acres,  51570, 
51634. — And  the  valuation  £2  10s.,  51570,  51634. — 
They  were  almost  all  sold  to  the  occupiers  at  fifteen 
years’  purchase  of  the  rent ; the  rent  was  fixed  since 
1881,  at  the  valuation,  and  the  annuity  now  payable 
to  the  Land  Commission  was  little  over  Is.  an  acre, 
51570. — Witness  gave  an  example  of  a reclaimed  hold- 
ing, 51634,  51634. — Of  an  area  of  over  forty  acres, 
51659. — Of  which  the  valuation  was  £2  3s.,  and  the 
rent  originally  £2  Is.,  while  the  present  annuity  was 
£1  12s.,  51634-5. — This  was  all  reclaimed  by  the 
holder  and  his  brothers,  less  than  fifty  years'  ago, 
from  its  original  condition  of  good  mountain  bog, 
51660. — And  the  valuation  had  not  been  changed  since 
1847,  51634. — This  holding  produced  this  year  twenty- 
one  tons  of  hay,  51664,  51659. — And  six  sacks  of  oats, 
and  two  acres  of  potatoes,  as  well  as  supporting  thir- 
teen head  of  cattle,  51634. — The  owner  of  this  land 
had  good  clothes;  his  children  were  not  migratory 
labourers,  and  he  had  given  his  daughter  a dowry  of 
£130,  51655. — He  had  no  money  from  America,  but 
lived  out  of  the  holding,  51656-7. — The  holding  was 
now  in  fair  condition,  51660.— There  were  plenty  of 
owners  in  the  parish  at  a higher  valuation,  who  were 
in  abject  poverty,  51634. — Mere  figures  of  valuation 
were  not  by  themselves  a test  of  economic  holdings, 
at  any  rate  in  Charlestown,  51634,  51644. 


Migration. 

The  clergy  were  not  opposed  to  migration,  and  the 
disinclination  of  the  people  to  migrate  was  disap- 
pearing, though  they  would  often  express  willingness 
to  migrate,  yet  refuse  when  the  offer  became  definite ; 
witness  thought  they  would  be  more  willing  to  migrate 
in  groups  of  six  families  who  knew  each  other;  mi- 
gration was  in  some  cases  the  only  remedy  for  poverty, 
51634. — But  it  was  difficult  to  carry  out,  51634. — 
Large  holders  wen*  more  suitable  for  migration  than 
small,  51642. 


Parish  Cojimittf.es — Funds,  Grants,  etc. 

Witness  suggested  the  enlargement  of  the  powers 
of  Parish  Committees  as  a remedy  for  poverty,  51686. 
—The  election  of  Parish  Committees  should  remain 
as  at  present,  51637. — But  they  should  have  moro 
funds,  or  they  would  not  be  workable ; witness  used 
to  get  £160  for  his  Parish  Committee,  and  this  year 
had  only  £80,  for  the  money  available  remained  the 
same,  while  the  number  of  grants  increased ; the 
money  now  expended  by  the  Agricultural  Committee, 
and  under  the  County  Schemes  should  be  handed  to 
■i  arish  Committees  in  the  congested  districts,  51641. 
—It  would  be  reasonable  to  raise  the  limit  of  valua- 
tion in  determining  parish  grants  from  £7  10s.  to 
But  witness  was  not  concerned  locally 
with  this,  since  lie  had  hardly  any  holdings  of  £10 ; 

“ought  that  it  could  not  be  done  while  the  avail- 
able funds  were  so  small,  51643.— Grants  could  not 
cis'rti010  “SC'fiilly  given  than  to  the  Parish  Committees, 
01041 — Witness  considered  that  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  continue  parish  grants  at  the  present  scale 
tor  ten  years,  51648-51. — Till  the  people  had  learned 
sanitary  and  other  lessons,  51648.— It  was  difficult  to 
get  men  to  act  on  the  Committees  while  the  funds 
were  so  small,  51651. — He  preferred  his  system  of 
grants  to  the  Donegal  plan  of  prizes,  51652. 


Instructors  in  Agriculture. 

Witness  did  not  think  it  necessary  at  the  beginning 
to  give  a permanent  parish  instructor  any  training 
51645-6. — Though  as  intelligence  and  knowledge  in- 
creased, it  might  be  necessary,  and  a trained  man 
under  the  Committee  could  superintend  all  the 
branches  of  improvement,  now  under  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  51647. — The  permanent  local  instruc- 
tor should  himself  have  a farm,  and  should  be  given 
a reasonable  remuneration  for  inspecting  holdings 
and  giving  advice,  51637. — His  own  farm,  probably, 
would  need  only  superintendence,  51638. — In  most 
farms,  the  produce  could  be  doubled  by  a better  sys- 
tem of  agriculture,  and  since  the  Board  had  under- 
taken the  management  of  agriculture  in  Charlestown, 
the  produce  of  many  holdings  was  25  per  cent,  better, 
51636. — Agricultural  instruction  should  also  be  given 
in  the  schools,  51654. 

Methods  of  tiib  Board  and  the  Departjient  of 

Agriculture. 

Witness  thought  the  methods  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  were  less  effective  than  the  method  adopted 
by  Parish  Committees ; there  were  complaints  that  the 
Board  was  dilatory  in  dealing  with  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners ; though  at  one  time  the  tenants  of  con- 
gested holdings  were  restive,  they  now  wished  the 
land  had  remained  longer  under  the  Board,  to  enable 
trees  to  be  planted,  51634. 

Grass  Lands. 

Witness  advised  the  acquisition  of  tracts  of  un- 
tenanted land,  to  be  used  as  common  grazing  lands 
for  congests,  51638-9. — This  plan  was  followed  at  Har- 
rogate ; if  the  Board  found  difficulty  in  retaining  the 
land,  trustees  might  be  appointed,  51639. — Common 
grazing  was  an  easy  expedient,  and  had  been  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Doran,  51640. 

Constitution  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Witness  thought  that  the  Board  should  consist  of 
twelve  members,  instead  of  ten  as  at  present,  51572. — 
Six  should  be  elected  by  the  County  Councils  and  six 
nominated  by  the  power  which  at  present  appointed 
the  Board,  51571,  51597. — There  were  eight  congested 
counties  needing  representation,  51576. — Four  of  the 
large  counties  should  have  a member  each,  and  the 
four  others  two  amongst  them,  51577. — There  would 
be  a difficulty  in  settling  the  districts,  but  Leitrim 
and  Sligo,  both  congested  counties,  now  combined  to 
manage  their  joint  asylum,  51577.— It  was  desirable 
to  have  local  members,  so  as  to  get  into  touch  with 
the  districts  which  the  Board  operated,  51589. — They 
would  not  doubt,  try  to  get  as  much  as  possible  for 
their  own  locality,  51604. — And  there  was  an  appa- 
rent danger  of  a man’s  efficiency  being  judged  by  the 
money  he  got  for  his  county,  hut  members  would  find 
it  best  to  work  for  the  common  good  of  the  whole 
country,  51606-8.— And  this  evil  would  be  counter- 
balanced by  the  increased  knowledge  of  local  needs, 
51609. — The  Council  might  elect  men  from  outside 
its  own  body,  51611. — The  object  of  training  these 
local  men  would  be  for  their  knowledge  of  local  re- 
quirements, and  to  consolidate  local  influence  and 
support  for  the  Board,  51616. — These  objects  might 
be  attained  by  appointing  a small  Board  of  the  best 
men  obtainable,  and  electing,  in  the  manner  sug- 
gested by  witness,  an  advisory  body  in  each  congested 
district,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  re- 
quii-ements  of  their  particular  district.  51590. — This 
body  would  carry  a certain  weight,  increasing  with 
the  reasonableness  and  importance  of  its  recommen- 
dations to  the  Board,  51591. — Witness  proposed 
that  the  nominated  members  should  be  nomi- 
nated as  at  present,  51572. — The  Chief  Secre- 
tary, and  Under-Secretary  should  not  be  on  the 
Board  at  the  same  time,  51576-7. — But  when  the 
Board  was  not  sitting  (that  is,  for  twenty-eight  days 
in  the  month),  the  urgent  orders  were  now  passed  by 
the  Under-Secretary,  51594.— And  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, being  much  in  England,  was  able  to  attend  only 
three  meetings  of  the  Board  yearly,  51594. — In  view 
of  this,  witness  suggested  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
should  be  a member  of  the  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  it  in  touch  with  the  Government,  but  should 
not  act,  51594. — As  was  done  at  present,  51595. — This 
would  make  the  non-elected  members  of  the  Board 
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consist  of  5 nominated  and  one  ex-officio  member,  the 
latter  being  the  Under  Secretary,  51600-1. — With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  members  of  the  Board  being 
.-also  members  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  wit- 
ness thought  it  was  for  the  body  nominating  mem- 
bers to  consider  whether  the  same  man  had  time  for 
both  offices,  51581. — Those  on  the  Board  should  de- 
vote as  much  time  as  possible  to  the  work  of  the 
Board,  51582-3. — The  experience  of  officials  like  Mr. 
Green,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  was  most 
useful,  and  lie  should  be  a member  of  the  Board, 
51579-80. — The  Government  could  well  include  him, 
or  any  fishery  representative,  among  the  nominated 
members,  51611-3. — For  the  fishery  representative  was 
not  confined  to  a locality,  51614. — The  Board 
should  work  harmoniously  with  the  other  bodies  with 
which  it  came  into  contact,  such  as  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  the  Estates  Commissioners,  51584, 
51586. — And  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  discuss 
points  of  difference  face  to  face,  rather  than  to  pro- 
long paper  correspondence,  51586. — Considering  this, 
witness  might  reconsider  his  statement  that  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  should 
not  be  a member  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
51578,  51584,  51586. — And  it  would  be  an  advantage 
also  if  one  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  were  a mem- 
ber, 51584. — Though  it  might  be  awkward  when  the 
■different  bodies  were  in  conflict,  51586. — The  nomi- 
nated members  should  sit  for  life,  and  the  elected  ones 
for  three  years,  the  duration  of  a County  Council, 
51682. — There  would  be  some  difficulties  in  this 
plan,  but  witness  thought  the  permanent  members 
would  keep  the  Board  in  equilibrium,  51603.— 
•If  witness’s  plans  were  tried  the  Board  would  con- 
tain several  of  the  same  members  as  now ; witness  was 
aware  that  the  Chief  Secretary  (or,  in  his  absence, 
the  Under-Secretary),  the  head  of  the  Department, 
and  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  were  at  present  all 
members  of  the  Board,  51621.— And  a Land  Commis- 
sioner, whom  witness  proposed  to  replace  by  an  Es- 
tates Commissioner,  51618-20.— This  left  only  two 
•of  the  six  nominated  members  who  could  be  chosen 
& Government  for  special  knowledge,  51622, 
51624'^zLap^e,aml  *hat  a Board  was  neces- 

sary,  51625. — This  might  be  met  bv  giving  each  con- 
gested county  a member,  and  adding  to  them  eight 
nominated  members;  this  witness  would  recommend, 
if  he  thought  so  large  a Board  as  16  would  work 
harmoniously,  51626. 


Continuity  of  Working. 

The  work  of  the  Board  should  have  continuous 
•supervision,  51627.— And  there  should  be  permanent 
members,  but  perhaps  not  working  exactly  as  the  Es- 
tates Commissioners  worked,  51629.— The  work  of  the 
Board  came  under  three  heads,  agriculture,  fisheries 
and  industries,  51629.— If  there  were  three  vice- 
chairmen,  one  for  each  Department,  working  under 
tlm  chairmanship  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  asso- 
ciated with  members  having  local  knowledge,  it  might 
be  an  advantage  51633.— It  was  an  advantaged 
Dv  ‘ meu  “*  Fathf  9’Hai‘a  and  the  Most  Rev. 

we  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Board, 
51631-2  — Witness  thought  that  the  Department  of 
A^rmuUureworked  very  well  through  its  Chief  In- 
spector without  a vice-chairman,  or  constant  inter, 
ovideif’  516.^2—As  '*°  the  .points  on  which  he  gave  no 
T1  ^ ' Wlt,,es»  ag^ed  with  Father  Fallon,  51570  - 

liiese  were  The  relative  merits  of  the  methods  of 
the  Commissioners  and  the  Board,  in  the  enlargement 
of  economic  holdings,  and  the  necessity  for  compulsory 
purchase;  in  the  other  particulars  of' Father  Fallon’s 
evidence  witness  also  agreed,  51570°  51^4 


HENRY,  Rev.  MARTIN. 


C'OMFUI.SORY  POWERS. 

Witness  urged  on  the  Commission  the  imnortai 
of  compulsory  powers  of  purchase,  by  which  the  Or 
gested  Districts  Board  could  obtain Vai  lancls  a 
.enanted  lands  for  the  enlargement  of  existing' ho 
tnss,  S1671  -Ho  wished  to  iStale  bo 1, SSL  “ 


exorbitant  price,  51661,  51667.— Witness  thought  com 
pulsory  powers  should  provide  for  purchase  at  a fail- 
price,  51666. 


“Fair  Price.” 

A fair  price  was  not  calculated  on  the  net  revenue 
of  the  land,  for  second  term  rents  were  sometimes  as 
unfairly  high  as  first  term  rents,  or  higher,  51667  — 
Witness  gave  as  an  instance  a case  where  tenants  had 
been  deterred  from  going  into  court  by  threats  of 
being  put  to  expense  if  they  did  so,  51670.— They  were 
thereby  persuaded  to  agree  to  rents  settled  by  the 
agent,  51667.— He  gave  them  a reduction  on  first 
term  rents,  but  charged'  for  bog,  51667. — And  also  £l 
or  £2  lor  arrears  of  rent,  making  the  so-called  re- 
duced rents  higher  than  the  original  rents,  though 
nominally  they  were  reduced  by  two  or  three  shillings 
in  the  £,  51667-8. — The  tenants  were  then  asked  to 
pay  22  years’  purchase  on  these  rack  rents,  51670.— 
In  cases  where  the  tenants  had  gone  into  court  the 
landlord  had  previously  persuaded  one  or  two  other 
tenants  to  settle  out  of  court  for  a reduction  of  2s. 
or  3s.  in  the  £,  51663-4.— The  tenants  who  agreed 
were  not  free  agents,  being  in  arrears,  51664.— But 
the  agreement  influenced  the  court  to  fix  the  same 
reduction  for  other  tenants,  51663-4. — Though  it  was 
insufficient,  51663. 

Congestion  in  Foxford. 

There  was  an  urgent  need  of  land  to  enlarge  hold- 
ings in  Foxford,  where  the  valuation  of  holdings  was 
under  £4 ; the  average  valuation  of  about  400  families 
within  two  miles  of  Foxford  was  £2,  51661. 

House  Improvement. 

The  scheme  of  the  nuns  for  improving  houses  round 
Foxford  had  been  a great  success,  and  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Parish  Committee,  51672. 


MORRIN,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Congestion  in  Swiniord. 

Swinford  Union  was  exceptionally  poor,  and  always 
on  the  verge  of  famine;  if  the  whole  Union  were 
divided  into  £10  holdings,  more  than  half  the  pre- 
sent landholders  would  be  left  without  any  land  at 
all ; the  valuation  of  the  land  was  £34,450,  51676.— 
These  figures  included  demesne,  51677. — And  the  num- 
ber of  holders  was  nearly  8,000,  51676. 

Industries — Promotion  by  Government  Subsidy. 


It  . was  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  some  in- 
dustries ; as  labour  was  plentiful  and  without  outlet; 
the  Government  should  establish  and  subsidise  in- 
dustries, a plan  which  had  great  possibilities  of 
success ; many  people  who  had  money  to  invest  would 
prefer  a reasonably  safe  Irish  investment,  to  pre- 
carious foreign  stocks ; the  initial  step  must  be  taken 
by  Government;  and  £1,000  or  £1,500  could  be  raised 
locally  ; traders  in  the  town  of  Kiltimagh  a year  ago, 
had  volunteered  to  invest  from  £100  to  £300  in  a 
factory,  which  would  be  likely  to  give  employment, 
but  the  project  lapsed  for  want  of  capital,  51677. 

Pig  Fattening — Bacon  Factories — Veterinary 
Surgeons,  etc. 


The  only  existing  local  industry  was  the  raising 
and  fattening  of  pigs,  the  Department  had  done  some- 
Uung  towards  the  improving  the  breeds  of  pigs,  bat 
* -xr  ac*  c^01?e  nothing  to  arrest  disease  among  pigs 
in  Mayo,  and  there  were  only  two  veterinary  surgeons 
in  the  county,  Mr.  Stirling  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  51677. 

•I  ne  Department  should  provide  veterinary  sur- 
geons who  were  required  in  nearly  as  large  numbers 
as  niedical  men,  51678. — The  veterinary  surgeons  of 
the  Department  went,  so  far  as  possible,  to  all  the 
districts  where  the  Department  was  at  work,  but  it 
was  impossible  for  two  or  three  men  to  attend  to  the 
"loIeico“ty ' 51679. — On  one  occasion  no  surgeon  could 


be  got  to  attend  ; 


cow  at  Kiltimagh,  though  one  was 


summoned  by  telegraph  from  Sligo;  bacon  factories 
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might  be  started  by  the  Government,  to  provide  a 
market  for  the  poor  owner  of  pigs ; crushing  mills 
should  be  established,  to  enable  the  poor  holder  to 
utilise  his  grain  for  feeding  purposes,  51680. 

Case  of  Mu.  Kenny — Priests  and  Migration,  etc. 

Witness  had  read  in  the  Western  People  Mr. 
Kenny’s  statement  that  the  people  dare  not  tell  the 
truth  on  oath  upon  certain  oeiasions;  51680. — Mr. 
Kenny  had  s*id  that  twelve  jurors  perjured  them- 
selves. 51686-8.— Witness,  who  had  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  neighbourhood,  considered  Mr.  Kenny's 
evidence  very  prejudiced,  51688-9.— The  statement  as 
to  perjury  was,  in  witness’s  opinion,  untrue,  51690, 
51694. — IE  the  men  of  Culthrasney,  to  whom  lie  re- 
ferred, had  not  been  away  in  England,  they  would 
have  come  before  the  Commission,  and  denied  that 
their  priest  had  dissuaded  them  from  migrating,  lest 
his  collection  should  be  diminished;  witness  was  pre- 
sent at  a meeting  at  Kiltimagh  Town  Hall,  when  the 
parish  priest  had  impressed  on  the  people  the  foolish- 
ness of  remaining  on  small  holdings  all  their  lives,  and 
had  offered  to  aid  them  in  migrating,  51664. — Mr. 
Kenny  himself  was  prosecuted  by  the  Crown 
for  suborning  witnesses,  51680.— The  decision  of 
the  court  was  “informations  refused,”  but  this 
was  on  technical  grounds  alone,  51681-4.— "Wit- 
ness produced  a statement  to  this  effect  by 
Mr.  Jordan,  Petty  Sessions  Clerk,  51684-5.— 
A County  Councillor  had  informed  witness  that 
Kenny  had  offered  him  a blank  cheque  to  fill  in  for 
any  amount  he  wished,  provided  he  induced  his 
witnesses  to  suppress  their  evidence,  51690-3.— The 
■County  Councillor  was  present,  and  would  make  this 
statement,  51692-4.— Witness  had  heard  Father 
Keaveney’s  evidence  about  Parish  Committees,  and  en- 
dorsed it ; they  had  done  an  immense  amount  of  good, 
.and  for  £100  grant,  would  get  £500  worth  of  improve- 
ments, 51695-7. 


ROUGHNEEN,  Mr.  THOMAS.. 

Denial  of  Mr.  Kenny’s  Evidence— Attempt  at 
Bribery. 

Witness  denied  the  truth  of  Mr.  Kenny's  state- 
ment  at  Castlebar,  which  had  been  reported  in  the 
Western  People,  51698. — Witness  had  a case  against 
I)i\  Burke,  51698. — He  had  brought  a charge  against 
the  doctor,  51702,  51708.— As  a result  of  which  the 
Government  Board  had  dismissed  the  doctor, 
51703,  51707.— Mr.  Kenny  had  tried  to  persuade  some 
ot  the  witnesses  in  the  case  that  the  whole  case  was 
settled,  and  their  evidence  not  required,  and  they  had 
complained  of  this  to  witness,  who  required  their  evi- 
dence to  substantiate  his  charge,  51701.— Mr.  Kenny 
had  informed  witness,  that  he  had  settled  with  the  wit- 
nesses against  Dr.  Burke,  and  had  offered  witness  a 
blank  cheque  signed  by  Dr.  Burke,  telling  him  to  fill 
it  up  for  any  amount  he  liked ; witness  had  ordered 
Mr.  Kenny  to  leave  his  house,  51701.— Witness  had 
:not  the  cheque,  and  had  never  taken  it,  51700-1.— 
witness  had  not. given  evidence  before  the  Local 
Government  Board  inquiry,  51702,  51708.— It  was  not 
this  case  m which  the  decision  was  “ informations  re- 
tused  ; witness  had  not  stated  in  court  that  lie  was 
doing  6o  517091,C  C^ie<*ue’  as  *ie  wou  *l*s  case  without 
Clergy  and  Migrants. 

Witness  believed  that  the  clergy  in  various  parishes 
•were  most  zealous  in  influencing  their  parishioners  to 
•migrate,  51710. 


BUSSELL,  Mr.  T.  W. 

Experience  of  Witness. 

Witness  succeeded  Sir  Horace  Plunkett  as  Vice- 
resulent  of  the  Agricultural  Department  at-  the  latter 
•«id  of  May,  in  1907,  51711.—  He  had  only  been  three 


months  in  office,  and  two  of  those  months  had  been 
spent  in  the  House  of  Commons ; he  had  not  yet 
mastered  the  details  of  the  Department,  51712. — 
He  did  not  wish  to  give  evidence  in  favour  of  one 
Department  more  than  another,  51713. — He  had  for 
thirty  years  been  a close  student  of  the  question  of 
relief  of  congestion,  51815. — He  lvad  never  lived  in 
a congested  district,  but  had  gone  over  the  congested 
districts,  51816. — His  personal  share  in  the  relief  of 
congestion  had  consisted  in  exposing  the  miseries  of 
the  Western  population,  both  as  a private  member  of 
Parliament  ana  as  a journalist ; he  was  not  an  ex- 
pert in  dealing  with  congestion  from  a practical 
standpoint,  51317. — The  views  of  such  experts  were 
of  the  first  importance,  51818. 

Wastefulness  of  having  four  Departments  work- 
ing in  one  area. 

Four  Departments  were  working  in  the  congested 
districts  area,  an  arrangement  conducive  to  great 
waste,  and  probably  not  to  good  work;  the  Estates 
Commissioners  were  engaged  in  sale  and  purchase  of 
land  and  endowed  with  funds  which,  setting  aside 
the  difficulties  of  the  money  market,  were  ample  ; the 
Congested  Districts  Board  had,  during  many  years, 
done  valuable  work  with  the  funds  provided  by  Par- 
ii  ament,  and  with  a staff,  for  carrying  on  the  work ; 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
struction also  had  funds  and  a staff ; the  fourth  De- 
partment was  the  County  Committee,  a.  statutory  body 
working  under  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  51713- 

— Witness  thought  overlapping  could  not  be  avoided 
under  this  system,  51715. 

First  Scheme  to  avoid  Overlapping  by  different 
Departments. 

To  avoid  the  disadvantages  of  this  fourfold  system 
tile  purchase  and  sale  of  lands  in  congested  districts 
might  be  placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners ; the  improvement  of  land  and  develop- 
ment of  estates  might  be  carried  on  by  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board ; the  educational  work  might  be  en- 
trusted to  the  Agricultural  Department  and  the 
County  Committees,  51716-7,  51763a-70. — In  this  ar- 
rangement the  Agricultural  Department  and  Count;' 
Committees  might  bo  treated  as  one  department  which 
practically  they  already  were  though  the  Committees 
were  a local  statutory  body  having  their  position 
secured  to  them  by  Parliament,  a fact  which  should 
be  kept  in  view,  51718. — The  result  of  these  two  State 
Department— the  Congested  Districts  Board  and  Es- 
tates Commissioners — being  engaged  in  the  work  of 
buying  and  selling  the  land  in  competition  with  each 
other  was  the  creation  of  an  artificial  market  by 
which  the  owners  of  these  slum  lands  were  bound’  to 
profit  at  the  expense  of  the  State  and  of  the  people ; 
the  ample  funds  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  ancl  the 
fact  that  they  had  a very  large  staff  were  the  reasons 
why  they,  rather  than  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
should  be  entrusted  with  the  sale  and  purchase  of 
land  ; all  estates  bought  by  Estates  Commissioners 
should  be  vested  in  Congested  Districts  Board  for  im- 
provement, 51719,  51809. — The  competition  between 
Congested  Districts  Board  and  Commissioners  for  an 
i state  did  not-  amount  to  an  auction  at  which  the  two 
Departments  bid  against  each  other,  but  prices  paid 
by  Congested  Districts  Board  were  slightly  higher 
than  those  given  by  the  Estates  Commissioners,  51724- 
7,  51777,  51785-6. — Witness  had  been  struck  by  the 
large  price  offered  for  Sir  Henry  Lynch-Blosse’s  es- 
tate, 51780-3. — He  thought  both  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  Estates  Commissioners  paid  too  much  for 
slum  land,  51778,  51784,  51787,  51877.— The  fnct  that 
landlords  preferred  to  deal  with  Congested  Districts 
Board  rather  than  with  Estates  Commissioners  led  to 
the  inference  that  they  had  a good  reason  for  doing 
so,  51810-4,  51877-9.  51915-8. — The  average  prices  paid 
by  Congested  Districts  Board  for  land  might  not  be 
high,  but  averages  probably  did  not  give  a fair  idea 
of  prices  paid,  as  one  man  might  receive  a very  large, 
and  another  a very  small,  price  for  his  land,  51872, 
51905. — Witness  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Finucane’s 
evidence  given  on  page  143  of  the  Appendix  to 
this  Commission’s  Third  Report,  where  it  w.as  stated 
that  in  1903,  Major  Chichester  Constable  offered  to 
sell  to  Congested  Districts  Board  an  estate  com- 
prising a small  area  of  tenanted,  and  a large  area  of 
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nntenanted  land  in  Roscommon ; in  September  of 
1903,  Board  offered  the  vendor  £48,220,  exclusive  of 
bonus,  which  was  refused ; in  December  of  1903  Board 
offered  £50,000,  exclusive  of  bonus,  or  £56,000,  in- 
clusive of  bonus,  and  were  again  refused ; in  Novem- 
ber, 1904,  the  owner,  without  mentioning  his  nego- 
tiations with  Congested  Districts  Board  requested 
Estates  Commissioners  to  purchase,  and  their  inspec- 
tor, Mr.  Lopdell,  estimated  the  price  of  the  estate  at 
£38,615,  51906. — The  owner  refused  the  offer  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  and  informed  them  that  the 
Board  had  already  offered  £50,000 ; it  appeared  that 
three  valuations  had  been  made  of  the  untenanted 
lands — one  by  Mr.  Doran,  one  by  two  of  the  Land 
Commission’s  Assistant  Commissioners  for  settlement 
of  rents,  who  were  deputed  for  the  purpose  at  the 
Board’s  request,  and  a third  by  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners’ Inspector,  Mr.  Lopdell ; the  annual  valuation 
of  lot  1 of  untenanted  land  was  substantially  the 
same  in  the  three  cases,  but  while  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners’ offer  for  this  lot  was  only  £16,392,  exclu- 
sive of  bonus,  Congested  Districts  Board’s  offer  was 
£21,000;  the  explanation  was  that  Mr.  Doran’s  esti- 
mated price  was  calculated  on  thirty  times  the  an- 
nual value,  without  bonus,  or  33-6,  the  annual  value 
inclusive  of  bonus,  while  Mr.  Lopdell’s  was  based  on 
twenty-four  times  the  annual  valuation,  exclusive  of 
bonus,  or  twenty-seven  times  the  annual  valuation,  in- 
clusive of  bonus ; this  showed  a difference  of  6^  years’ 
purchase  of  the  annual  valuation ; Mr.  Doran’s  price 
inclusive  of  bonus,  would  if  invested  at  3£  per  cent., 
yield  ail  income  of  117  per  cent,  on  the  gross  annual 
value;  Mr.  Lopdell’s  would  yield  an  income  of  1041 
per  cent,  on  the  gross  annual  value,  51908.— This  in- 
stance showed  the  danger  of  averages,  51910. — If 
vendors  were  quite  sure  they  could  get  their  money 
sooner  from  Congested  Districts  Board  than  from 
Estates  Commissioners,  that  would  account  for  then- 
preference  for  the  Board,  51919-21.— An  arrange- 
ment under  which  Congested  Districts  Board  might 
improve  and  sell  land  which  it  had  not  bought,  but 
which  another  had  bought  for  it,  might  be  difficult 

s ^iC^rati°,n  should  be  feasiblc  aad  useful, 
57824-5  51845-7.— The  process  would  be  that  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  desiring  certain  lands  they 
knew  to  he  a slum  estate,  would  express  their  desire 
ate?  Commissioners,  51832.— This  desire 
would  be  founded  on  their  knowledge  that  the  locality 
ratomed  nnecoaomic  holdings,  and  tins  purchasing 
authority  would  mspect  tiro  lands  More  paving  thl 
pn»  SiBS,  51836.  Congested  Districts  fngW 

mobahly  to  inspect  tile  land  before  asking  lor  it, 

»«nt  5iS"?  ivu  1uestlon  »or  an  Act  of  Pnvlue 

(r518;54-5.  — M ith  co-operation  there  should  be 
no  difficulty  over  the  double  inspection,  51837-8.— 
Di«trfeld  RU1'C,lafd  sll0uld  bo  invested  in  Congested 
m,  ' ‘ i Board  for  improvement  purposes,  51839.— 
of  rents  would  remain  in  the  hands 
, ‘,f  the.  Estates  Commissioners,  51840-3.— In  selling  to 
tri^V lie,ai?mut7  mast  bo  fixed  by  Congested  Dis- 
1,1  V1<?W  -°j  t,le  C0Rt  of  ^claiming  the 
in  1 the  P“co  Paid  for  the  land,  51844,  51848.— 
An  instance  of  the  confusion  arising  from  the  exist- 
360  Md  \mJd  at  Runabackan,  wliere  about 

TT.-f  a-  cf  ',ind'  lad  been  purchased  bv  Mr  John 

f !',[1  malie  «*  teuuut'nlL  “S 

bank  established  at  Oastw.  1 ’2  “Bncultural 
partment,  bjr  ^ Agrio.rlturnl  Do- 
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housing  and  offices ; in  Ireland  the  necessary  cottar 
and  offices  could  be  erected  at  a cost  of  £150  wlii  k 
should  be  added  to  the  annuity ; if  the  land’ were  i 
reasonable  price  this  £150  would  not  unduly  weiehf 
the  annuity;  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Denar! 
ment  of  Agriculture  would  then  lend  the  tenants 
money  from  an  agricultural  bank  to  purchase  stor-k 
and  construct  drainage,  etc.,  51722,  51728,  51868-9 
An  example  of  the  advantage  of  co-ordination  between 
the  Departments  was  afforded  by  the  action  taken 
by  witness  at  Athenry,  one  of  the  most  disturbed  di« 
tncts  in  Ireland;  at  Athenry  the  Agricultural  De 
partment  had  purchased  1,600  acres  from  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  the  establishment  of  an  am-icnl 
tural  station  or  college  where  Department’s  stock 
such  as  cattle  and  stallions  for  the  province  of  Con’ 
naught,  were  to  be  kept ; Department  had  taken  care 
that  the  tenants  on  this  estate  did  not  suffer  from 
the  scheme,  but  though  existing  holdings  had  been 
enlarged  a demand  was  made  soon  after  Department 
began  to  start  the  station  for  the  surrender  of  part 
of  this  1,600  acres  to  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood - 
spikes  were  also  driven  into  the  meadows,  and  the 
man  engaged  in  meadowing  had  his  house  fired  into  • 
witness  then  went  to  Athenry,  where  he  received  a 
threatening  letter ; he  interviewed  some  of  the  men 
interested  in  this  demand  for  land,  and  told  them 
Department  had  gone  to  Athenry  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  of  Connaught,  and  that  he  could  give- 
tliem  none  of  the  land,  as  it  was  all  needed  for 
public  purposes ; witness  also  told  them  that  he  had 
seen  the  land  grievance  of  the  West  at  Athenry  as 
he  had  never  seen  it  before;  that  he  had  seen  grass 
lands  all  round  the  town  with  not  an  outlet  save  by 
grass  lands,  while  the  people  could  not  get  a bit 
of  land  to  grow  a cabbage  leaf  to  feed  a cow  to  give 
milk  to  the  children ; witness  had  then  promised  to 
represent  to  Estates  Commissioners  the  people’s 
grievance,  and  he  had  since  made  an  appointment 
with  Estates  Commissioners  to  meet  him  at  Athenry. 
and  as  practically  all  the  grass  lands  about  Athenry 
were  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners lie  hoped  to  be  able  to  settle  this  Athenry 
question  by  co-ordination  between  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  the  Agricultural  Department,  of  which 
lie  himself  was  vice-president ; this  particular  diffi- 
C - L^nght  be  settled  in  this  way,  or  the  outrages 
might  lie  allowed  to  go  on  until  the  law  had  to  deal 
with  them  promptly  and  put  them  down,  51722-3- 
Witness  cited  the  Athenry  case  as  an  instance  of 
want  of  co-operation  between  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Estates  Commissioners,  51731-2.— 
Acting  as  vice-president  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, he  was  calling  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  conditions  which  the  Commissioners  could 
remedy,  as  they  had  the  grass  lands  in  their  pos- 
session, and  he  was  thus  effecting  co-operation  between 
tlie  two  departments,  51734-49.— The  Act  of  1899, 
under  which  the  Department  of  Agriculture  was  set 
up,  contained  a clause  forming  a consultative  com- 
mittee on  education  ; the  vice-president  was  chair- 
man of  that  committee,  and  on  it  there  was  a 
member  from  the  National  Board  and  a member 
trom  the  Intermediate  Board  ; a similar  plan  was 
needed  for  the  work  in  congested  districts  to  givo 
tie  three  dejiartments  operating  some  official  method 
lor  getting  into  communication,  51750-1.—' The  pre- 
sence on  Congested  Districts  Board  of  the>  vice- 
president  of  the  Agricultural  Department  was  useful 
tor  the  purposes  of  co-operation  as  keeping  him  in 
touch  with  Board’s  work;  witness  attended  Board’s 
meetings  as  often  as  possible,  51889-90.— The  presence 
on  the  Congested  Districts  Board  of  the  Under-Secre- 
Yix  a£°  desirable-  as  there  ought  to  be  some  mem- 
rWvfi^ i 3 ®tT‘™ment  on  the  Board,  51891-4.— It  was- 
S'°  that  i^re  should  be  on  the  Board  a con- 
siderable  representation  of  the  districts,  51901.- 
aadM  for  the  college  at  Athenry  was  good 
cr-,  per  Jj.7;  great  deal  of  it  was  put  into  tillage, 
01S55.-Witness  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  tire 
°f  thlS  land’  as  he  had  not  been  long  in 
+£!/  w°rst  land  could  not  be  used  for  keeping 
ine  stock  for  Connaught ; witness  had  satisfied  himself 
rnat  tlie  tenants  on  the  estate  had  been  treated  fairly. 

ia  had  additions  to  their  holdings  from  land 
tliat  was  partly  good,  partly  bad,  51856-8. 
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Second  Scheme  to  avoid  Overlapping. 

• ^ue\tion  conld  nofc  be  dealt  with  accord- 

ing  to  the  first  scheme  proposed  by  witness  one  body 
only  should  do  the  work  of  purchase  and  sale  of  land 
in  congested  districts;  this  body  might  be  either 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  or  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, 51723,  51763a-70,  51776,  51870,  51874  — 
Witness  would  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether 
Board  or  Commissioners  should  be  the  body  to  pur- 
chase land,  51754-8,  51775. -Witness  had  been  over 
congested  areas  during  twenty  years  and  recognised 
the  enormous  improvement  since  effected  : no  one  au- 

KS  RTre,  th,an  hi™se»  work  of  Congested 
Distncts  Board ; his  only  objection  was  having  two 
Stm^utS  (worklI}g  alongside  each  other,  51875-6, 
Olo97.— The  Agricultural  Department  would  probably 
withdrawing  from  supplementary 
TWd  +l, “d,  them  t0  Congested  Districts 

Board,  though  the  schemes  of  the  county  committees, 
which  were  statutory  bodies,  could  not  be  stopped 
- 1723,  51788-90,  51880-2.-County  commSteS^wem 
MQOO  enflent  work  and  improving  at  it,  51791, 
:,,:^r^tne8Sx  'T°Yld  nofc  »“PP«t  an  attempt  to 
supplant  these  statutory  local  authorities  and  replace 
them  by  a nominated  board,  51926-36.— At  present 
Department  s supplementary  schemes  overlapped  with 
Department  wtS  apend- 
ing  ilO.OOO  n year  on  supplementary  schemes,  edu- 
51?  and  otherwise  51792-4.-P.rul,  committee, 
did  ercellent  work  giving  grants  for  small  matters, 
such  as  slating  a roof  or  building  an  outhouse,  which 
were  outside  Department’s  work,  51795-7.— The  dm- 
nex,fcfnsion  of  *he  work  of  parish  committees  to 
such  matters  as  instruction  in  agriculture  would  in- 
volve overlapping  with  Department,  51798.— Educa- 
tional work  such  as  domestic  economy  work,  should 
by  ,Agrl°ultural  Department  or  Congested 
Districts  Board ; at  present  it  was  carried  on  by 
both  with  bad  results,  51722,  51729-30,  51763.—  Edu- 
cational  work  could  not  be  carried  on  by  Department 
with  the  £2,000  received  from  Congested  Districts 
Board  under  Mr.  Wyndham’s  arrangement;  witness, 
as  vice-president  of  Department,  declared  emphati- 
cally he  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  work  with 
such  smallfunds;  the  estimate  for  this  work  in 
£i’7°°/  51723>  51762,  51884-7. — Increase  of 
“f.  education  could  not  be  expected  from  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  which  itself  required  more 
EH?  ,and  there(orf  Department  of  Agriculture 
£ad  310  resources  but  its  own  funds  or  an  additional 

DrovTdTnS  gfrant’i  -and  DePartment’s  funds  could  not 
“I®1 "'ore  for  this  purpose,  51760-2.— Witness  knew 
from  Personal  observation  that  schools  in  Mayo  over- 
SnPnd’  f8?9/60— Recently  two  schools  of  domS 
economy  had  been  sanctioned  by  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  witness  found  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  a school  so  near  that  there  must  be  over- 
fed between  it  and  Board  of  Agriculture’s  schools, 
Oiab3-4.— Such  occurrences  were  likely  under  existing 
- j stem  51865-6. — Of  the  alternative  schemes  proposed 
by  witness  he  himself  preferred  that  which  placed 
•Titio  e,  congested  districts  under  one  authority, 
51819-23.— Even  if  Congested  Districts  Board  were 
made  the  only  authority  within  congested  areas,  they 
would  still  have  to  co-operate  with  Estates  Com- 
missioners for  the  purchase  of  land  which  lay  out- 
side those  areas,  and  was  needed  for  relief  of  con- 
gestion, 51922-5.— The  suggestion  that  fishery  work 
should  be  placed  under  the  Department  went  with 
witness’s  general  .statement  that  there  should  be  a 
single  department,  51937. 
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general  settlement,  because  they  were  assured  that 
the  landlords  were  willing  to  sell  if  they  got  an 
equivalent  for  their  net  income  ; witness  thought  that 
result  had  been  a great  one ; he  had  never  gone  against 
the  Land  Conference ; ' the  position  in  1907  was  that 
m the  better  parts  of  Ireland  the  Act  had  worked 
weH,  bar  the  price,  but  in  the  congested  areas,  and 
-P5*'  generalIy>  the  Act  had  not  worked  at  all. 
51942-3,  51976-85. — The  present  Commission  would 
never  have  come  into  existence  if  the  Act  had  worked 
in  the  Western  provinces  as  it  had.  worked  in  the  rest 
of  Ireland,  51986. — The  explanation  of  this  inopera- 
tiveness of  the  Act  was  not  the  position  of  the  money- 
market,  and  the  lack  of  sufficient  money  to  pay  the 
landlords  ; the  great  difficulty  was  that  the  great 
grass  lands  of  the  West  could  not  be  had  at  a reason- 
able price ; this  was  a grave  problem  for  Government, 
jccause  the  people  had  been  promised  these  lands  in 


Compulsory  Acquisition  of  Grass  Lands. 

uoA^isit,i0U  of  graS3  land  was  an  absolute  necessity  ; 
ns  uinioulty  was  mainly  a financial  difficulty,  and 
concerned  the  finance  of  the  Land  Act,  51940,  51942. 
- uus  portion  of  witness’s  evidence  was  given  in  his 
puvate  capacity,  not  as  Vice-President  of  the  De- 
of  i2£nt  of  Agliculture,  61941.— When  the  Land  Act 
nlai*  was  Pa®?ed  the  Land  Conference  in  the  first 
* a,1d  Parliament  in  the  second,  were  told  by 
",  .Vj*nd,  : m_  that  compulsion  would  not  be  neces- 
ir no,  ’ if  Dand  Conference  witness  and  his  col- 
confnfl  -0n  r 6 truants’  side  of  the  question  set  aside 
ompulsion  for  the  time  being  and  combined  for  a 


wie  .jeojjie  nan  oeen  promised,  these  lands  i 
i arhament  by  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Government; 
witness  was  told  there  was  plenty  of  land  to  be  had 
m the  West  of  Ireland.,  though  the  Government  did 
not  seem  to  think  so,  when  recently  they  passed  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill ; very  extraordinary  terms  on 
which  the  land  was  to  be  acquired  had  been  proposed 
by  one  branch  of  Parliament,  namely,  that  the  full 
market  value  was  to  be  given  for  the  land,  plus  a 
bonus  of  12  per  cent.,  plus  the  benefit  of  the  Land 
Clauses  Act,  which  meant  10  per  cent.,  and  in  addi- 
tion such  arrears  of  rent  were  to  be  given  as  the  court 
thought  fit  to  grant;  such  terms  put  the  settlement 
of  the  grass  lands  quite  out  of  the  question;  com- 
pulsion should  be  applied  to  acquire  these  lands  at  a 
price  that  would  permit  their  re-sale  at  a price  the 
tenants  could  pay  for  them  ; the  question  of  compul- 
sion presented  difficulties  which  witness  thought  could 
be  overcome,  Decause  the  peace  of  Ireland  counted  for 
a gf°f.  dea,>  and  people  must  have  the  land  ; the 
real  difficulty  of  land  purchase  at  the  moment  was 
that  even  if  compulsory  sales  were  ordered  money 
got  to  Pay  for  the  lands  ; to  meet  this 
difficulty  there  were  two  ways;  if  the  landlords  were 
i ■ i R.S™  c,as]1  a*  Die  same  rate  of  purchase  at 
which  they  had  been  paid,  and  which  had  leaped 
from  an  average  of  17‘3  years’  purchase  under  the 
old  Purchase  Acts  to  25  years’  purchase  under  the 
existing  Act,  and  if,  in  addition,  there  were  to  be 
compensation  for  compulsion  as  well  as  a bonus  the 
of  t.he  land  could  not  take  place,  51943-8, 
51  Pnce  of  land  and  the  bonus  as  well  as 

an . addition  for  compulsion  were  not  inserted  in  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act,  but  witness  thought  that  a great 
.I0!!,.  ^°rl8.  ,actlon  in  that  Act  was  with  an 
eye  to  the  Act  which  would  follow  the  proceedings  of 
the  present  Commission,  51948-9.— The  Housl  of 
Lords  would  probably  have  been  better  advised  if  they 
had  not  proposed  such  high  terms,  51950.— Witness 
would  give  the  fair  market  value  of  the  land,  and 
aU°™  bonus  to  stand  for  compulsion  in  each  case, 
51951-2,  51988.— The  landlords  should  receive  for  their 
-ands  a sum  which,  invested  in  reasonable  security, 
would  yield  their  net  income ; to  this  proposition  the 
landlords  agreed  at  the  Land  Conference,  and  had 
it  been  carried  out  the  land  question  would  be  a long 
way  towards  settlement,  51989,  51991.— Three  and  a 
quarter  per  cent.,  that  is,  25  years’  purchase,  was 
the  rate  of  investment  at  the  Land  Conference,  but 
since  then  Parliament  had  added  to  the  securities  in 
which  money  could  be  invested  a very  large  number 
«^?,etsecuntles'  some  of  them  bearing  4 per  cent. 
51992-3  51997,  51999,-Witness  did  not  objJct  to  the 
principle  that  landlords  should  know  the  State  was 
ready  to  purchase  their  property  on  the  basis  of  the 
Land  Conference  proposals,  but  the  net  income,  that 
is,  the  net  receipts  on  second  term  rents  for  ten  years 
must  be  asMrtained  j it  was  not  correct  to  take  the 
lental,  51990,  51994-6,  51999. — The  investments  of  the 
money  to  produce  the  equivalent  should  also  depend 
on  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  superseded  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Land  Conference,  because  that 
gave  the  landlord  a much  higher  rate  of  interest ; one 
landlord  taking  advantage  of  this  had  had  his  in- 
come increased  by  £9,000  a year,  51999-2000.— Wit- 
ness was  far  from  saying  that  the  adoption  of  the 
principles  of  the  Land  Conference  would  lead  to  a 
general  settlement  of  the  land  question,  52008.— 
Land  in  Connaught,  and  in  the  West,  generally,  was 
a very  different  kind  of  security  from  that  in  the 
Last ; witness  did  not  think  that  in  consideration  of 
this  the  arrears  m past  times  should  be  taken  into 
4 b 
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account  in  calculating  the  landlord’s  net  income  for 
purchase ; there  were  thousands  of  holdings  in  Con- 
naught on  which  a fair  rent  should  never  have  been 
fixed,  and  which  the  Land  Commissioners,  after  the 
Act  of  1881,  ought  to  have  returned  as  paying  no  rent 
at  all ; such  holdings  should  have  been  treated  as 
allotments.  52010-11.— A suggestion  had  been  made 
that  the  landlord  should  be  paid  in  stock ; the 
medium  of  payment  was  changed  from  cash  to  stock 
in  1896,  when  stock  was  at  110;  witness  thought  pay- 
ment was  made  in  cash  under  the  Ashbourne  Act  ; 
it  would  be  unfair  to  pay  in  stock  and  give  for  £100 
worth  of  land  paper  representing  £100  but  really 
worth  only  £82,  51951-3. — In  September,  1907,  tenants 
were  buying  on  an  average  of  25  years’  purchase,  and 
land  stock  was  a little  over  80,  so  that  in  addition 
to  the  money  raised  and  employed  in  actual  purchase 
(here  was  nearly  one-fifth  more  to  be  added  as  loss 
on  the  stock  ; taking  25  years’  purchase  by  the  ten- 
ant, and  one-fifth  additional  in  the  shape  of  loss, 
there  were  five  years’  purchase  additional  to  be  paid 
by  the  taxpayer,  making  the  price  30  years’  purchase, 
in  addition  to  the  bonus,  which  was  12  per  cent,  on 
the  purchase-money,  and  at  30  years’  purchase  would 
make  the  whole  price  33  years’  purchase ; besides  this 
there  was  the  upkeep  of  the  Land  Commission ; the 
more  exorbitant  the  price  agreed  to  the  worse  was  the 
security  for  the  stock  and  the  loss  upon  the  flotation, 
and  the  higher  also  was  the  bonus,  so  that  all  this 
resulted  from  the  basis  of  the  Act  of  1903,  which  set 
aside  the  old  method  of  purchase  by  number  of  years’ 
purchase  of  the  land,  and  substituted  for  it  a form 
of  purchase  by  reduction ; so  long  as  the  tenant 
secured  his  20  per  cent,  reduction  he  had  neither  the 
capacity  in  many  cases  to  inquire  what  his  price  was, 
nor  was  he  concerned  to  inquire ; another  difficulty 
was  that  while  land  stock  was  not  really  inferior  in 
security  to  consolidated  funds  the  financial  houses  had 
been  able  to  make  a dead  set  against  it  as  bog  stock ; 
chiefly  from  these  facts,  there  was,  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission, an  immense  amount  of  arrears  in  the  form 
of  agreements  for  sale  for  which  no  money  was  avail- 
able, 51954  — If  purchase  were  allowed  to  continue  at 
a cost  of  33  years’  purchase  per  acre  financial  ruin 
was  inevitable ; to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  Land 
Act  would  raise  a tremendous  storm  in  Ireland,  and 
landlords  and  tenants  would  unite  in  attacking  the 
Government  responsible,  but  witness  thought  that  if 
it  were  proposed  only  to  alter  the  method  of  finance 
in  as  far  as  it  was  necessary  to  cut  out  the  incidental 
oss,  that  is,  the  loss  on  flotation,  the  attempt  would 
be  so  obviously  justifiable  in  the  public  interest  that 
no  outcry  would  be  sustained  against  it,  51955-6  — 
Estates,  especially  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  which  a 
year  ago  were  not  to  be  bought,  were  now  coming  into 
the  market  in  a fashion  which  suggested  that  land- 
lords anticipated  the  revisal  of  the  finance  of  the 
tonne0!,  T3  ’ , anrl  the  recluction  of  prices,  51956, 
52006-7  —In  the  North  of  Ireland,  at  any  rate,  there 
would  he  a rush  of  settlers  the  moment  a change  in 
the  finances  of  the  Act  was  announced ; to  cut  out 
the  loss  on  flotation  stock  ought  to  be  issued  at  a rate 
ln‘trt's‘;  that  would  secure  a par  price,  and  at 
2$  per  cent.,  this  had  not  been  secured  ; if  the  stock 
“f  f “ 1-“";'  Stock  even  3 per' 

“ P*0  f1111  l,°.  «*»»  P«*  price  tile  stock 
»onl,I  nave  to  be  issued  ill  sncli  a way  that  financiers 


could  not  set  upon  it  as  bog  stock  ; it  might,  however 
not  be  possible  to  disguise  the  stock,  51956. — It  would 
be  possible  to  do  so  if  the  stock  were  floated  as 
Consols,  but  the  objection  to  that  was  that  the  effect 
on  Consols  would  be  instantaneous,  51957.— The 
changes  suggested  would  involve  a corresponding  al- 
teration in  Section  45  and  other  sections  of  the  Act" 
by  that  section  the  purchasing  tenant  was  charged 
for  the  use  of  the  money  at  cost  price ; the  stock  was 
raised  at  2f  per  cent. , and  the  tenant  was  charged  25 
per  cent.,  plus  10s.  per  £100  for  sinking  fund,  making 
a total  of  3j  per  cent. ; there  would  be  no  use  in 
cutting  out  the  loss  of  capital  unless  the  rate  charged 
to  the  tenant  were  altered  in  the  same  proportion 
because  the  loss  of  capital  was  no  worse  than  the 
corresponding  loss  of  interest ; the  rate  of  the  pur- 
chasing tenants’  annuities  would  therefore  have  to 
be  made  3£  per  cent,  instead  of  3£  ; the  effect  of  this 
would  be  that  the  tenants  having  been  taught,  under 
the  Wyndham  Act  to  buy  by  percentage  reduction 
would  stipulate  for  the  20  per  cent,  reduction,  and 
would  not  think  of  the  extended  period  of  repayment- 
witness  spoke  for  the  pai*t  of  the  country  he  knew 
best;  the  20  per. cent,  was  the  difference  between  the 
amount  of  the  annual  instalment  and  the  previous 
rent;  with  the  increased  rate  of  repayment  annuity 
the  same  reduction  could  only  be  secured  by  pur- 
chasing at  a lesser  number  of  years’  purchase;  the 
effect  of  this  was  simply  to  get  back  to  the  old  method 
of  purchase,  51958,  51964.— The  system  of  percentage 
reductions  under  the  Wyndham  Act  was  introduced  by 
advice  of  the  Land  Conference,  of  whose  responsibility 
witness  took  his  share ; the  Land  Conference  did 
tilings  they  were  not  certain  about,  and  in  fact  thingi 
that  they  were  quite  sure  would  result  the  other  way, 
and  this  system  of  percentage  reduction  was  one  ol 
those  things  ; in  the  old  days,  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  country,  the  universal  method  of  buying  land 
was  by  number  of  years’  purchase  and  not  by  reduc- 
tion in  annual  payment,  51959-63,  51964-6,  52003-5. 
•—Under  the  system  of  purchase  by  percentage  of  re- 
duction the  tenants  got  the  reduction  and  continued 
paying  the  instalment  for  seventy  years,  and  posterity 
had  to  deal  with  the  matter,  which  might  be  a bad 
thing  for  posterity  ; to  meet  the  deadlock  the  annuity 
on  the  tenant  must  be  raised,  and  if  this  were  done 
the  tenant  would  return  to  the  old  method  of  cal- 
culating by  number  of  years’  purchase,  and  would 
see  that  under  the  new  system  he  paid  no  more  than 
before ; at  present  he  was  paying  as  much  in  his  in- 
stalment and  more  in  his  price ; the  scheme  under 
Mr.  Wyndham’ s Act,  which  reduced  the  element  for 
sinking  fund  by  a corresponding  extension  of  the  period 
during  which  instalments  were  to  be  paid,  was  of  no 
use  to  the  tenants,  and  the  whole  value  of  it  was  at 
once  added  on  to  the  purchase-money  of  the  landlord ; 
the  tenants,  in  1885,  got  their  20  per  cent,  reduction 
under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  buying  at  20  years’  pur- 
chase; now,  under  the  Wyndham  Act,  the  tenants 
were  buying , at  25  years’  purchase,  and  getting  no 
more  than  the  same  reduction,  and  paying  for  seventy 
years  instead  of  forty-nine;  the  matter  was  so  im- 
perative, the  loss  being  so  enormous,  and  the  probable 
resuit  s°  disastrous,  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
defending  a change  that  would  cut  out  the  loss  to 
Die  taxpayer  and  let  the  Act  work  freely,  51967. 
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Kelp  Industry. 

Witness  lived  at  Drumkeen,  Ballinamallard,  Fer- 
managh, 52013,  52015. — And  formerly  lived  in  Gal- 
way, about  twenty  miles  from  Leenane,  52014, 
52017. — He  had  broken  his  connection  with  Galway 
twenty-five  years  previously,  52019. — But  still  visited 
it,  52021-2. — Witness  had  acted  as  agent  for  the  kelp 
industry  from  the  time  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  till 
twenty-five  years  ago,  52016,  52024. — His  father  had 
been  a kelp  agent  till  six  years  previously,  52025. — 
Witness’s  knowledge,  though  not  of  recent  times,  was 
from  personal  experience,  52020. — He  was  not  now 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  kelp  industry,  52024. 
— At  one  time  kelp  was  a staple  industry  in  that 
part  of  Ireland,  52021-2. — In  conjunction  with  fish- 
ing, it  had  caused  the  congestion  of  population  along 
the  coast,  52030. — Kelp  of  a good  quality  at  one 
time  sold  for  £10  to  £12  a ton,  and  even  when  other 
sources  of  iodine  were  discovered  it  sold  for  £7, 
52021-2. — £7  or  £6  10s.  was  the  highest  price  wit- 
ness remembered  ; when  he  managed  a district  from 
the  mouth  of  Killery  Bay  to  High  Island,  including 
the  islands  of  Boffin,  Shark,  and  Innisturk,  it 
dropped  to  £4,  or  £4  10s.  a ton,  when  iodine  was 
discovered  in  South  America,  52030. 

Causes  of  Decline. 

After  the  discovery  of  Chilian  iodine,  buyers 
would  not  take  as  much  kelp,  and  required  it  up 
to  a certain  standard,  52032-3. — This  standard  could 
only  be  reached  by  weed  gathered  before  June, 
52031-3. — This  had  so  much  shortened  the  season 
(which  at  one  time  lasted  till  October)  that  at  the 
lowered  prices  the  gathering  did  not  pay,  and  for 
the  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  had  been  dwind- 
ling, 52033. 


Revival  of  Kelp  Industry. 

There  were  still  many  people  who  knew  how  to 
trim  kelp,  52033a. — Witness  believed  the  industry, 
even  in  existing  circumstances  might  be  made  to 
pay  by  assistance  from  Government,  by  educating  the 
workers  in  better  methods,  and  inducing  them  to 
abstain  from  adulteration  by  sand,  stones,  or  bad 
weed,  which  produced  a small  proportion  of  iodine 
or  none  at  all,  52026,  52033-5.— This  might  be 
done  through  Parish  Committees,  52033a.— The  kelp- 
workers  used  to  depend  entirely  upon  drift-weed, 
but  cut  weed  was  not  only  of  a better  quality,  tut 
was  procurable  at  will,  whereas  the  drift  weed  only 
came  intermittently,  and  then  in  so  large  a quantity 
a A./*  rofcted.  before  it  could  be  dealt  with,  52033a.— 
y-  Mr.  Stephens  in  witness’s  time  advanced  money 
•for  purchasing  boats,  or  induced  landlords  to  assist 
m supplying  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  weed, 
but  this  was  a failure  owing  to  the  conservative 
habits  of  the  people,  52033. — However,  improved  and 
labour-saving  methods  of  fattening  the  weed  might 
be  made  use  of,  and  families  might  co-operate,  using 
a boat  in  common;  and  dividing  the  profits,  52033a. 

A good  kelp  might  be  insured  by  providing  the 
people  with  large  drying  sheds  of  a simple  and  in- 
expensive kind,  52026. — A chemical  factory  might 
be  started  in  a central  position,  like  Westport  or 
,8°.  for  ,t!le  manufacture  of  kelp,  52033.— A central 
mrmng-place  might  be  provided,  where  the  dried 
weed  could  be  brought  and  burned  on  a large  scale, 
ana  sheds  where  it  could  be  weighed  and  burned 
according  to  its  quality,  52033a,  52036.— This  would 
oe  to  the  advantage  of  the  purchaser  by  ensuring  a 
good  quality,  and  if  there  were  several  of  these 
depots  the  vessels  could  call  for  the  kelp  instead  of 
taking  it  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  by 
00  j > bi|036. — K^P  absorbed  moisture  after  burning, 
and  this  spoiled  the  quality ; it  was  possible  to 
detect  the  weed  which  did  not  produce  iodine  with- 
out applying  a chemical  test,  52033.— The  best  weed 
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was  locally  called  “ Coughlagh, 52026,  52029. — It 
was  saleable  in  a dried  condition  without  burning. 
52026. — It  had  a long  “sea-rod,”  52028. — But  was 
not  known  as  “ sea-rod” ; this  rod  should  be  col- 
lected in  winter  and  burned  with  the  “ Coughlagh" 
to  prevent  it  clogging  in  the  kilns,  52033a. 

Market  for  Kelp. 

The  whole  output  of  Irish  kelp  was  at  one  time 
bought  by  one  Scotch  firm  ; as  competition  increased 
other  purchasers  bought  the  worst  qualities;  this 
firm  inspected  and  organised  the  industry,  52033. — 
There  were  bye-products  from  kelp  such  as  black- 
bottles,  soap  and  soda ; kelp  at  the  present  time 
must  contain  a large  proportion  of  iodine  if  it  were 
to  be  profitable,  52033. 

Migration. 

Witness  believed  that  if  the  Government  succeeded 
in  migrating  congests  from  the  coast,  they  would 
sell  or  abandon  their  land,  and  go  back  to  kelp- 
gathering, 52033a. — The  dwellers  on  the  coast  had 
been  accustomed  to  earning  their’  living  by  fishing 
and  kelp-gathering,  or  migrating  to  England  or 
Scotland  as  labourers,  and  they  knew  nothing  of 
farming  and  would  take  generations  to  teach,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  would  be  living  at  the  expense 
of  the  ratepayers,  52437. 

Graziers  as  Purchasers  from  Small  Farmers. 

Witness  considered  the  grazing  land  of  Ireland 
an  economic  necessity  in  a country  where  small  farms 
predominated,  52095. — The  small  holders  were  really 
most  concerned  in  the  preservation  of  grazing  lands, 
52040,  52098. — It  would  be  disastrous  for  the  small 
farmer  if  he  were  dependent  on  dealers  and  English 
markets  for  the  sale  of  his  young  stock ; the  farmer 
with  from  five  to  fifteen  acres  was  obliged  to  sell 
young  calves ; the  farmer  with  twenty  to  thirty 
acres  kept  them  till  nine  months’  old  and  then  sold 
them,  52437. — Having  no  room  or  food  for  them, 
52437-8. — Even  with  twenty  to  thirty  acres  he  might 
only  have  room  for  two  or  three  cattle,  52038-9. — 
Small  farmers  could  not  keep  even  one  bullock  calf 
for  longer  than  nine  months  dr  a year  because  they 
had  no  room  ; they  had  no  land  capable  of  fattening 
beef,  and  well-bred  calves  would  not  live  on  moun- 
tain land,  52040,  52054. — Farmers  preferred  well- 
bred  calves  because  they  got  a better  price  for  them,. 
52040. — Much  land  that  was  suitable  for  keeping, 
milch  cows  would  not  fatten  beef,  52040. — And  bull 
calves  were  produced  in  a proportion  of  nearly  three 
to  one,  52437. — The  calves  could  not  be  profitably 
hand-fed  after  nine  months,  52055-7. — Nor  would  it 
pay  to  feed  them  on  poor  grass  till  they  were  ready 
for  beef ; owing  to  foreign  competition  food  was  now- 
cheap,  50257. — Therefore  these  calves  must  be  sold  by 
the  small  farmer  to  a larger  class  of  grazing  farmers, 
who  would  keep  them  as  long  as  the  land  was  fit  to 
feed  them,  from  nine  or  twelve  months,  till  they 
were  ready  to  be  fattened  by  graziers ; it  was  only 
necessary  to  feed  them  sufficiently  to  keep  them  in 
healthy  grazing  condition  ; it  would  not  pay  to  keep 
these  cattle  on  fattening  land  all  the  time, 
even  were  there  land  sufficient,  and  sometimes  there 
were  two  or  three  changes  of  pasture  between  nine 
months  and  two  and  a half  years ; at  two  and  a 
half  years  the  cattle  were  bought  during  April  or 
May  by  the  large  graziers  and  fattened,  then  sold 
from  the  autumn,  till  possibly  December  ; the 
graziers  expected  small  profits  and  quick  returns ; 
some  graziers,  who  had  the  various  qualities  of  land 
required,  bought  calves  direct  from  the  small  farmer 
and  kept  them  till  fat,  52040. — The  greater  number 
of  calves  produced  in  Ireland  were  had  by  the  small 
farmers,  the  men  whose  -numbers  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  wished  to  increase,  52437.— According 
as  the,  small  farms  were  increased,  would  be  increased 
the  production  of  young  cattle  (from  nine  to  twelve 
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months),  but  the  area  required  for  keeping  young 
stock  till  they  were  fit  to  be  fattened,  would  be 
correspondingly  decreased,  as  would  the  land  re- 
quired for  fattening,  52040. — And  as  the  small  far- 
mers and  young  stock  increased,  so  would  the  de- 
mand for  young  stock  diminish,  25062. — The  object 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  n introducing  new 
breeds  of  cattle  was  to  enable  the  small  man  to 
produce  animals  which  would  command  the  highest 
price  from  the  grazier,  52096. — And  the  abolition  of 
the  grazier  and  grazing  lands  would  make  all  these 
efforts  useless,  52097. — The  land  now  grazed  was  once 
under  tillage,  52104a. — The  grazing  system  then  did 
not  exist,  52105. — But  these  tillage  farmers  disap- 
peared when  the  potato  crop  failed,  52105. — They 
tilled  to  provide  themselves  with  the  necessaries  of 
life,  as  there  were  no  imports  from  abroad,  but  now 
they  only  grew  enough  for  their  own  use,  as  tillage 
did  not  pay ; it  did  not  pay  to  grow  crops  for  sale 
or  feeding,  52104a. — Nor  could  the  small  holders  feed 
their  cattle  with  green  crops  till  they  were  old 
enough  to  sell  to  dealers  from  Meath,  or  from  Eng- 
land or  Scotland,  52099. — Witness  was  not  aware 
that  this  was  done  in  Mayo  ; he  spoke  of  his  own 
district,  52102. — He  knew  Tyrone  as  well  as  Fer- 
managh ; Tyrone  was  an  agricultural  county, 
52103. — And  in  Fermanagh  there  was  both  good  and 
bad  land,  52103.— There  was  tillage  and  fattening 
of  cattle  in  Fermanagh,  and  dairying  was  only  lately 
introduced,  52104. — If  hand-feeding  would  have  paid 
the  small  farmers,  they  would  have  been  doing  it  for 
fifty  years,  52101. 

Graziers  keep  up  the  Breed  of  Cattle. 

Witness  had  experience  of  farming  200  acres,  princi- 
pally grazing  land,  and  managed  600  acres,  52037.— 
For  landowners  buying  and  selling  ail  classes  of 
cattle;  he  considered  that  the  graziers  bad  been  the 
means  of  keeping  up  a high  class  and  breed  t,f  stock 
in  the  country ; for  thirty  years  witness  had  been 
attending  cattle  fairs  and  markets,  and  he  considered 
that  a well-bred  animal  paid,  even  at  a relatively 
high  price  52037.— The  well-bred  short-horn  bulls, 
which  produced  profitable  calves,  were  kept  by  the 
larger  graziers,  52400.— And  cost,  at  thirteen  to  fif- 
teen months,  from  £10  to  £35.— For  their  services 
from  2s.  to  3s.  was  charged,  or  more  in  the  case  of  a 
specially  good  bull ; the  small  farmers  could  not 
aflord  to  buy  such  bulls,  or  to  hand-feed  them  all 
the  year  round,  as  was  necessary,  52040. — And  if  the 
.■grasmg  farms  were  broken  up  the  dass  of  bulls  would 
deteriorate,  52041. — The  Department  operated  in 
witness  s neighbourhood,  and  still  it  was  the  large 
farmers  who  had  the  bulls,  52042.-Althoi.gh  a grant 
of  £12  or  £15  was  given  with  the  bull,  it  did  not 

^ ‘‘UoX  “5  f"  S3D-  “d  k<*P  h™  two  sea- 
sons,  52044.— Tenants  preferred  coming  to  witness, 
2 so  ”U»  a*‘  not  too  pure-bred;  he 
eharged  2s.  for  the  service;  it  was  a pity  to  have 
bulls,  too  pure-bred,  because  they  produced  calves  too 
fine  in  the  bone,  52040,  52045.— Any  kind  of  animal 
could  be  provided  by  the  Department,  52046. 

Galloway  and  Polled  Angus  Cattle. 

Witness  preferred  short-horn  cattle  for  certain 
purposes,  52047.—  He  was  aware  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  introduced  Galloway  cattle  into 
mountainous  districts,  52048.— The  farmers  got 
higher  pnees  for  young  Galloway  cattle  than  for 
other  breeds;  Galloways  and  Polled  Angus  cattle 
were  good  for  beef,  but  not  for  milk,  and  in  some 
52049  S P?P1°  ^.depending  on  them  for  milk, 

? W JhS86  :here  there  was  110  market 

cattle  52051  r Thi  r nrear  grazil*g  than  milch 

. 52°51-3.— The  Galloways  were  suited  to 

dls^ncf3-bufc  mountain  districts 

In,  g0od  Iand  : the  calf  of  a good  short- 
horn bull  and  a mountain  cow  could  not  be  reared 
on  mountain  land,  52054.  M 

Land  suited  for  Tillage  or  Grazing  and  Dairy. 

Excluding  the  moors  and  mountains  suitable  for 
grouse  preserves,  nme-tenths  of  Ireland  was  as  suit- 
£rf”°r  ftlUagS  \3  for  8raz!r>g-  52040.— The  “ middle 
land  at  present  finder  grass  would  * do  perfectly 
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well  for  tillage  for  which  land  from  15s.  to  17s 
Irish  acre  was  enough  ; first-class  land  was  nnf  . 
quired  for  tillage,  52091,  52094.— Land  under  Ln!' 
mg  did  not  deteriorate,  52106.— This  was  true  of  «ii 
land  suitable  for  grazing,  52107-9.— Grass  land  couM 
remain  under  grass  and  improve,  but  soil  could  T 
exhausted  by  cultivation  and  not  being  nronori! 
manured,  52108-9.— If  a part  were  tilled  and^  tl/ 
manure  put  on  to  it  in  a proper  system,  more  could 
be  got  out  of  the  grass,  52110-3.— Mountain  land 
that  cannot  be  worked  with  a horse  was  more  suited 
for  dairy  than  for  grazing  purposes;  land  of  this 
sort  at  5s. ’an  acre  would  produce  a higher  percentage 
of  butter  than  fattening  land ; fattening  land  was 
not  suitable  for  butter,  nor  dairy  land  for  ^razing- 
witness  sold  milk  produced  on  land  averaging  25s’ 
an  acre,  and  received  3d.  and  3J>d.  a gallon  while 
his  tenants  were  getting  4J d.  to  5 d.  for  milk  off  iaJ 
at  7s.  A farmer  would  not  break  up  permanent 
pasture  for  tillage  if  he  had  other  land  suitable. 

Economic  Holdings. 

Witness  thought  an  uneconomic  holding  was  one 
worked  by  a spade,  and  an  economic  holding  was 
worked  by  a horse,  52090.— A farm  ought  to  be  of 
sufficient  sire  to  keep  a horse,  52088-9. 

Unsuitability  of  Belgian  System  to  Ireland— 
Education,  &c. 

The  Belgian  system  of  intensive  cultivation  was 
unsuitable  to  the  Irish  climate,  52064.— Its  main 
feature  was  rotation  of  crops  and  “ catch”  crops,  52063. 
— The  Irish  climate  rendered  the  raising  and  saving 
oi  “ catch  crops”  precarious,  52065.— Also  education 
in  Ireland  was  more  advanced  than  in  Belgium,  and 
persons  who  had  a good  education  considered  they 
were  wasting  their  time  on  small  farming ; no  man 
who  had  a good  education  was  content  to  work  with 
a spade,  52052. — Young  people  who  had  b-ien  to 
school  till  fourteen  would  not  take  to  spade  labour, 
52065.-— Witness  thought  that  iu  primary  education 
care  should  be  taken  from  the  beginning  to  fit  boys 
for  agricultural  and  pastoral  occupations,  52061-2. 

The  Status  of  Labourers. 

Witness  considered  that  Irish  farmers  had  been 
changed  by  civilization,  education,  machinery,  and 
i t,nd  Acts,  and  now  required  more  room ; if  the 
labouring  class  were  raised  by  means  of  education, 
and  grants  of  houses  and  plots  of  ground,  it  would 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  industrious  farmer,  who 
now  must  have  additional  capital  to  work  a reason- 
able-sized farm ; one  class  could  not  be  raised  with- 
out lowering  the  others,  by  artificial  means,  at  all 
events ; there  must  be  an  upper  class ; the  present 
method  of  building  labourers’  houses,  cutting  the 
country  up  into  small  farms  and  giving  advanced  edu- 
cation was  an  unwise  one,  and  tended  to  increase 
population  before  there  was  any  increase  in  their 
means  of  support ; labourers  were  taking  plots  of 
ground  as  they  took  seed  potatoes,  thinking  they  were 
getting  something  at  other  people’s  expense ; the 
supply  °f  labour  in  rural  districts  did  not  equal  the 
demand,  52065. 

Labourers’  Cottages. 

Witness  knew  of  some  labourers’  cottages  in  Fer- 
managh 52066-70. — He  had  no  knowledge  of  whether 
ie  authorities  took  steps  to  assure  themselves  that 
toa'/i  o tt  tbese  ,l°uses  were  bona  fide  labourers, 
He  knew  no  case  of  a man  in  one  of 
tnose  cottages  who  was  not  a labourer,  52071.-A11 
enniri111  worked  in  the  neighbourhood  on  farms, 
iu  ’ kWlness  had  been  that  they  did  not 
a.+I  ur>  . ” that,  having  obtained  an  acre  of  ground 
wth  their  houses,  they  worked  on  that,  52078-9.- 
w +w°^  °f  gmng  ^ labourer  an  acre  of  land 
uiL that  coAorf!i10u^d  supplement  his  work  as  a 
rlJ3°U-+lr’i520?0v1'~But  having  it,  he  could  afford  to 
l -j  i1,  , labour  than  before,  52082.— It  might  be 
decided  later  to  give  him  three  or  more  acres, 52065- 
Ihe  Labourers’  Act-  originally  defined  a labourer  as 
an  agricultural  labourer,  and  a recent  change  in  the 
Act  made  the  earning  of  daily  or  weekly  wages  the 
only  qualification,  52083.— So  that  some,  of  the 
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labourers  were  wow  not  agricultural  labourers  at  all, 
but  came  from  tlio  country  towns  or  villages,  52084- 
5. — Still  he  must  actually  be  a labourer,  and  not 
merely  in  search  of  work,  before  lie  got  the  house, 
52086-7. 


Document  put  in  by  Mr.  Henry  A.  Burlce. 

Notes  of  Evidence,  273 

O’MALLEY,  Mr.  DETER  J. 

Poverty  in  Oughterard. 

Witness  represented  Oughterard  Union,  which  had 
a valuation  of  £15,623,  and  comprised  3,914  hold- 
ings, 52118. — Of  these  2,988  were  agricultural  hold- 
ings, 52119-20. — And  3,281  of  these  were  under  £5 
valuation,  and  were  occupied  by  3,260  families, 
52118,  52121. — If  about  forty  large  holdings  were 
taken  out,  they  would  be)  all  under  £15. — The  barest 
necessaries  of  life  could  in  many  instances  not  be 
obtained  from  the  land  alone,  and  the  people  were 
largely  dependent  on  help  from  friends  in  America 
and  England,  52121. 

Kelp  and  Turf  Industries. 

In  Lettermore,  Crumpaun,  Comus,  and  Turlough 
a good  deal  of  money  used  to  be  made  out  of  kelp, 
but  of  late  years  the  industry  had  been  almost  a 
total  failure,  52121. — The  cutting  and  saving  of  turf 
used  to  be  a source  of  income ; it  used  to  be  sold  in 
Galway,  Kinvara,  Clare  and  Avon,  but  now  the  bogs 
were  nearly  exhausted,  especially  in  Turlough,  Gor- 
umna,  Crumpaun,  and  Lettermore,  and  there  was  no 
alternative  for  the  people  but  starvation  or  the  work- 
house,  52121. 

Available  Grass  Lands  in  Oughterard. 

In  the  divisions  of  Curr,  'Cong,  Clonbur,  Ross, 
Kilcummin  and  Letterbrickaun  the  population  was 
not  so  congested ; Letterfore,  Oughterard,  and  Worm- 
hole  were  much  the  same ; grass  farms  in  the  hands 
of  graziers  in  Ross,  Curr,  Letterbrickaun,  Letterfore, 
Oughterard  and  Wormhole  would,  if  divided,  relieve 
a few  of  the  congests ; these  farms  were  formerly 
occupied  by  tenants  and  cleared  by  landlords  who, 
if  the  land  were  good,  sometimes  cleared  whole  vil- 
lages and  laid  the  land  down  to  grass,  52121. 

Purchases  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  had  purchased  no  land  except  the  town- 
lands  of  Tumneenaun,  near  Clonbur,  and  Glannagir- 
lagh,  and  part  of  Letterbrickaun,  near  Leenane, 
52121. 

Other  Sales  of  Land. 

No  land  had  yet  been  sold  under  the  Act  of  1903, 
and  under  the  Ashbourne  Act  only  parts  of  the 
Berridge  Estate  in  the  division  of  Turlough  at  ten 
and  a half  years’  purchase ; parts  in  the  Letter- 
brickaun division  at  sixteen  years’  purchase,  and 
the  townland  of  Shanafarahane,  on  the  Kilmaine 
Estate  at  fourteen  years’  purchase;  the  landlords 
were  disinclined  to  sell,  except  at  prices  the  tenants 
could  not  give,  owing  to  the  ease  with  which  they 
obtained  their  rents,  52121. 

Debts  to  Shopkeepers. 

Since  the  Connemara  peasants  had  an  interest  in 
their  land,  they  would  pay  their  rent  at  all  costs, 
paying  rent  with  the  money  they  obtained  for 
labour,  and  getting  the  necessaries  of  life  from  the 
shop  on  credit,  52121-5. — They  did  not  actually  boi-- 
row  from  the  shop-keepers,  52123. 

Shop-keepers  as  Members  of  Parish  Committees. 

Witness  thought  Parish  Committees  did  good,  but 
the  grants  were  too  small,  and  often  the  persons 
taking  charge  of  them  took  no  real  interest,  52121.— 
If  the  priest  did  not  interest  himself  in  the  matter, 
y'®  Parish  Committee  was  generally  a failure, 
52135,  52160. — Shop-keepers  were  debarred  by  a rule 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  from  acting  as 
Parish  Committees,  52126.— In  witness’s  opinion 
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shop-keepers  who  were  Guardians  or  District  or 
County  Councillors  should  be  on  the  local  com- 
mittees, 52125. — District . Councillors  were  debarred 
if  they  were  shop-keepers,  52127-8. — No  man  knew 
the  local  needs  and  means  better  than  the  shop- 
keeper, 52125,  52132-3. — And  it  was  to  his  in- 
terest to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  people, 
52125,  52136-7. — If  a shop-keeper  were  an  honest 
man,  he  knew  who  most  deserved  a grant,  52133, 
52140. — And  if  he  were  likely  to  be  unduly  in- 
fluenced by  considerations  of  his  own  advantage,  he 
might  be  prevented  from  obtaining  any  profit  on 
money  expended  by  the  committee  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  poor-law  guardians  at  present',  - 52133a, 
52135. — Legislation  must  be  arranged  for  the  dis- 
honest as  well  as  the  honest,  52141. — A grant  from 
a Parish  Committee  was  allocated  to  a certain  work, 
and  the  money  so  obtained  could  not  be  employed 
in  paying  the  shop-keeper,  52142,  52148. — The  work 
was  done  under  the  inspection  of  the  supervisor,  and 
according  to  specifications,  52142. — But  applicants 
for  grants  were  selected  to  qualify  for  competition 
work  for  money  grants,  52144-5. — And  the  shop- 
keeper might  favour  his  own  customer  in  the  selec- 
tion, 52147,  52150. — And  grants  from  the  Parish 
Committees  for  improvements  which. the  tenant  would 
otherwise  have  paid  for  himself  might  set  free  an 
otherwise  unattainable  sum  for  the  payment  of  the 
shopkeeper,  52148-9. — The  shopkeeper  would  always 
be  influenced  and  steadied  by  other  members  of  the 
committee,  52138. — Though  these  would  not  always 
know  his  relations  with  his  customers,  52139. — The 
man  selected  would  get  a grant  for  provision  of 
materials,  and  the  shopkeeper  might  have  a collusive 
interest  in  where  lie  got  his  materials,  52151-2. — 
The  shopkeeper  who  was  on  the  Parish  Committee 
might  be  debarred  from  supplying  materials  paid  for 
by  grants,  52153-5. — Witness  thought  this  would  not 
be  got  over  .by  collusion,  as  at  East  Ham,  52156-7. — 
It  might  be  good  to  try  and  interest  the  small  man 
in  his  neighbours  if  it  were  possible  to  bring  them 
together,  and  get  rid  of  their  mutual  suspicion,  but 
those  qualities  of  the  poor  prevented  the  formation 
of  committees,  52135,  52158. — If  some  of  the  shop- 
keepers who  were  members  of  the  District  Council 
were  eligible  for  the  Parish  Committees,  they  would 
try  and  cultivate  the  interest  of  the  small  holder  in 
his  neighbour,  52158. — Witness  was  himself  a shop- 
keeper, 52130. — Had  no  licence,  52131. — And  was  a 
farmer  in  a small  way,  52129. 

Effect  of  the  Lace  Schools  on  Emigration. 

The  lace  schools  established  by  the  Board  had  done 
good  work,  and  witness  thought  great  benefit  would 
accrue  from  the  establishment  of  permanent  schools- 
at  Oughterard,  Killannin,  Cornamona,  Clonbur,. 
Cloughbrock,  Maam,  Leenane,  Shanaforabane,  or 
similar  places,  52160. — Some  girls  were  keeping, 
house  for  relatives  and  earning  a pound  a week  at 
lace-making  besides ; there  should  be  lace  schools- 
wherever  a closs  of  thirty  or  forty  girls  could  be 
collected,  52163. — Witness  remembered  that  a year 
or  two  ago  it  was  not  easy  to  sell  lace,  52165. — And 
that  all  the  schools  had  to  be  shut  down  for  a time, 
52166. — The  number  of  schools  established  must  bear 
some  relation  to  the  demand  for  lace,  52164,  52167. — 
Witness  used  lace  as  an  example,  and  advocated 
schools  for  varied  cottage  industries,  52166-8. — Wit- 
ness thought  schools  and  money  earned  by  cottage 
industries  discouraged  emigration,  52170-2. — Some 
girls  working  at  cottage  industries  earned  more  than 
emigrants  saved  while  in  America,  52169. — And  lived 
more  comfortably  at  home  than  they  would  in 
America,  52172. — Witness’s  experience  of  this  did  not 
extend  beyond  Connemara,  52173-4. 

Potato  Spraying. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  had  done  good 
where  they  had  assisted  the  people  in  getting  seed 
oats,  seed  potatoes,  spraying  machines,  and  spraying 
material  at  cost  price,  but  should  extend  their  opera- 
tions to  the  whole  union,  as  the  agricultural  in- 
structors who  went  round  could  only  supply  these 
things  to  persons  who  paid  cash  down,  and  this 
debarred  the  most  necessitous  from  obtaining  them, 
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52174. — Payment  might  be  deferred,  as  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  seed  potatoes  by  the  unions,  52175. — 
Witness  thought  it  would  be  better  if  the  whole  of 
this  work  were  undertaken  by  Local  Parish  Com- 
mittees, 52176-7. — Witness  had  not  met  with  more 
than  one  person  in  ten  who  disbelieved  in  spraying, 
52178. — But  some  persons  could  not,  or  would 
not,  spray  unless  they  could  obtain  the 
materials  on  credit,  52179-80. — Also  some  persons 
put  on  the  spraying  material  with  a brush,  which 
was  better  than  nothing,  but  not  nearly  so  eSective, 
52181-3. — It  was  a waste  of  good  material,  52814. — 
There  was  now  a guarantee  with  every  parcel  of 
spraying  material ; the  stuff  given  away  by  the 
Agricultural  Instructor  was  genuine,  and  a heavy 
penalty  was  incurred  if  the  material,  on  analysis, 
was  found  to  be  bad,  52185. — There  was  a new  Act 
to  this  effect,  under  which  Government  undertook 
inspection  of  materials,  52187. — Witness  was  nearly 
certain  that  this  Act'  applied  to  Ireland, 
and  had  known  samples  sent  away  for  analysis, 
52187. — The  Government  inspectors  were  not 
numerous  enough  to  penetrate  everywhere,  and 
it  would  be  better  that  there  should  be  a 
general  inspection  of  materials  offered  for  sale, 
52192. — The  inspectors  of  the  Department  now  took 
samples,  and  the  Department  or  the  Public  Analyst 
would  examino  it  free  of  charge;  some  of  the  poor 
holders  knew  that  they  could  prosecute  if  supplied 
with  bad  materials,  52191" — Shopkeepers  sometimes 
kept  spraying  machines,  and  lent  them  to  their 
customers,  52188. — But  though  a good  system,  it  was 
difficult  to  induce  shopkeepers  to  adopt  it,  52189. — 
And  there  was  a danger  that  it  would  not  reach  the 
poorest  people,  since  a shopkeeper  would  prefer  to 
give  it  to  liis  best  customer,  52190.— If  the  material 
were  bad  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  trader,  who  did 
not  know  how  to  mix  it  himself,  52192. — Local  shop- 
keepers at  one  time  made  the  mixture,  but  it  was 
now  sold  cheaper  by  the  Department’s  officers,  who 
got  it  carriage  paid,  and  no  one  came  to  the  shop- 
keeper but  those  who  had  not  ordered  in  time,  or 
were  unable  to  pay,  52198. 


Distribution  of  Grass  Lands,  and  Migration  of 
Groups  of  Congests. 

Witness  thought  that  the  proper  way  to  meet  the 
question  of  congestion  was  by  the  compulsory  purchase, 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners  or.  Congested  Districts 
Board,  of  the  whole  of  Connaught,  52195,  52200.— 
The  land  should  be  distributed  first  to  persons  living 
near  the  rich  grazing  farms,  52195,  52201.— Who  had 
at  present  uneconomic  holdings,  52202.— Relieving 
congestion  and  making  existing  holdings  economic 
before  considering  farmers’  sons  and  other  people, 
52203-4. — The  people  along  the  seashore  were  capable 
of  migration,  being  exceedingly  hardy  and  indus- 
trious, 52025,  52209.— They  now  could  make  a living 
out  of  a piece  of  land,  when  one  was  obtainable^ 
and  would  not  be  long  in  acquiring  farming  ex- 
perience, 52206.— It  would  not  take  generations  to 
teach  them  farming;  if  they  were  migrated  to  Ros- 
common they  would  learn  quickly,  52208.— And 
would  grow  when  there  the  same  crops  in  the  same  way 
as  at  present,  but  on  a larger  scale,  and  more  profit- 
ably, because  on  better  land,  52210-2.— Agricultural 
instructors  should  be  sent  with  migrants  to  teach 
them  modern  methods,  and  they  would  soon  learn 
there,  52213,  52231. — Houses  should  be1  built  for 
migrants,  52215. — And  they  should  be  supplied  with 
stock  by  means  of  cheap  loans,  52215-7 — The 
migrants  might  be  able  to  raise  a little  capital  them- 
selves, 52218.— And  their  friends  in  America  might, 
m some  cases,  provide  them  with  the  little  capital 
necessary  to  settle  them  in  grazing  farms  in  Galway 
or  Roscommon,  52219-22.— Nearly  all  tenants  in  the 
union  had  a little  stock,  with  the  exception  of  those 
along  the  seacoast,  at  Rossmuclc  and  Lettermore, 
where  they  had  neither  cows  or  sheep,  52223  —In 
those  districts  the  children,  after  they  were  weaned 

had  no  milk  but  drank  black  tea,  52224,  52225 The 

people  there  in  some  cases  had  no  milk,  and  did 
not  eat  meat  once  in  five  years,  52226.— Migrants 
to  the  same  district  should  all  come  from  the  same 
neighbourhood,  52195-6,  52228-9.— As'  they  would'  pre- 
lect each  other  and  be  company  for  each  other, 


52197-8.— They  would  not  quarrel  with  their  earli» 
settled  neighbours,  as  there  would  be  plentv  of  1,  'j 
52196.— And  by  degrees  they  would  mix  with  the  ottai 
people  and  settle  down,  52196.— These  migrants  shtmW 
be  relatives  and  connections,  or  at  all  events  nei  iT 
hours,  in  groups  of  forty,  fifty,  0r  one  l,, 
dred  families,  52195,  52229.-But  they  should  £ 
selected,  those  being  chosen  who  were  strong 
labour,  52232-4.— They  should  not  only  h fh 
strongest  for  labour,  but  the  most  industrious  of  th« 
congests,  52235.— A whole  district  should  not  L 
cleared  by  migrating  its  inhabitants,  52230-1  — 
Migration  must  be  carried  out  on  a broad  basis  for 
the  land  in  Oughterard  Union  was  quite  inadequate 
to  provide  anything  like  an  economic  holding  to  each 
family  under  any  system  of  re-adjustment  ; if  u! 
union  were  divided  into  £10  holdings,  and  a holdiJ 
f T®?  *?  e«?h  family-  t^n  half  the  population 
1,680  families,  or  8,400  persons  must  be  removed 
which  witness  considered  difficult  and  undesirable’ 
as  the  families  would  be  unwilling  to  migrate  and 
their  reception  would  be  unfavourable;  therefore 
witness  would  resort  to  a wholesale  migration  rf 
groups,  52194-5. 


Fishing  Industry— Sea  Fisheries. 

By  the  development  of  the  fishing  industry,  the 
condition  of  the  poor  would  be  materially  improved 
—a  pier  should  be  built  at  Trabone,  where  the  land- 
ing place  was  both  dangerous  and  comparatively 
useless;  the  people  of  Trabone  were  hardy  and  per- 
sistent fishermen,  dependent  to  a great  extent  on 
fishing  for  their  subsistence,  and  handicapped  by 
want  of  facilities  easily  afforded  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board ; a pier  should  be  erected  at  Letter- 
mullen,  and  a pier  and  curing  station  at  Kiggaul 
Bay,  when  the  islanders  of  Gorumna  and  Letter- 
mullen  would  fish  in  good  weather,  and  attend  to 
their  farms  when  the  weather  was  rough ; in 
Gorumna,  Crumpaun,  and  Lettermullen  the  fishing 
would,  with  very  little  assistance,  develop  itself, 
52235. — The  Board  had  lost  money  in  building  boats 
and  trying  to  make  a fishery  in  this  district,  but  tlie 
loss  was  owing  to  the  fishermen  being  alleged  to  go 
to  Arran  and  Roundstone,  and  when  the  weather 
was  rough  remaining  there  for  a week  or  two  at  an 
expense  exceeding  their  earnings ; this  would  be 
obviated  if  piers  were  constructed  for  them,  52235-6. 
— The  Board  should  supply  five  modern  fishing 
boats,  and  two  competent  instructors  to  send 
out  with  them  to  teach  the  most  approved 
methods  of  fishing,  curing,  net-mending,  &c.  ; the 
boats  could  be  employed  all  the  year  round  with  the 
spring  mackerel  fishing,  summer  and  autumn  herring 
fishing,  and  conger  fishing  in  winter,  52235.— It 
there  were  good  harbour  accommodation  the  men 
would  turn  out  steady  and  good  fishermen,  52239.— 
Witness  did  not  wish  them  to  live  entirely  on  fish- 
ing, as  they  did  not  wish  to  leave  their  farms, 
52239-41. — To  succeed  in  fishing  they  must  be  fisher- 
men, and  follow  the  fish  wherever  they  went,  52240, 
52242.- — In  time  these  men  would  get  into  the  way  of 
following  the  fish,  52243. — Witness  aimed  at  the 
initial  process,  52244. — If  the  fishermen  were  said  to 
have  given  up  fishing  for  turf-cutting  there  was  none 
in  Lettermore,  and  the  turf  at  Gorumna  was  nearly 
exhausted,  52237. — The  turf  by  the  seaside  would 
employ  only  a few,  52238. 


Inland  Fisheries. 

The  Board  should  develop  the  fisheries  in  Lough 
Corrib ; the  fishery,  its  outlets,  and  its  tributaries 
should  be  taken  over  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (if 
necessary  compulsorily)  ; the  owner,  Mr.  Halkett, 
should  be  expropriated,  as  he  was  not  treating  the 
fishery  fairly  by  holding  the  fish  back  at  Galway; 
a hatchery  for  white  trout  should  be  established,  and 
the  lake  thrown  open  for  free  fishing,  with  a nominal 
fee  to  defray  working  expenses ; in  this  way,  Lough 
Corrib  would  attract  thousands  of  anglers,  and  would 
become  in  a few  years  the  best  free  fishing  in  Europe  ( 
thousands  of  boatmen,  car-drivers,  and  fishermen 
would  be  employed';  hotel  accommodation  occupied, 
and  money  put  into  circulation  in  the  district  which 
was  now  spent  elsewhere,  52273.— Witness  considered 
the  preservation  and  increase  of  game  and  fish  »s 
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very  important  in  the  national  interest?  of  Ireland, 
52274-5,  52278. — The  Congested  Districts  Board  gave  a 
small  grant  of  perhaps  £20  to  improve  Lough  Corrib, 
with  the  result  that  about  £10,000  was  spent  in  the 
vicinity  last  year  by  tourists,  52276. — It  was  almost 
as’  much  a duty  of  the  Board  to  improve  inland  as 
sea  fisheries,  52278. — And  if  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture were  to  develop  the  fishing  in  Lough  Corrib, 
it  might  bring  thousands  of  pounds  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood, 52278. 

Horse-breeding  and  Cattle. 

The  Board  had  improved  the  breeds  of  cattle  in 
the  union,  but  had  done  irreparable  harm  to  the 
breed  of  Connemara  ponies  by  the  introductipn  of 
worthless  hackney  stallions,  52160-1. — The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  should  take  immediate  action 
to  preserve  and  revive  that  valuable  breed  of  ponies, 
which  would  otherwise  become  extinct,  52160-3. 

Mines  and  Minerals. 

The  union  was  very  rich  in  minerals,  particularly 
the  division  of  Curr,  Letterfoc,  Crumpaun,  Cong, 
and  Kilcummin,  and  Ougliterard,  and  under  the  care 
of  Government  and  with  modern  machinery  and 
appliances,  these  might  be  worked  so  as  to  give  em- 
ployment to  thousands  of  persons ; the  Board,  after 
acquiring  these  estates,  should  hand  them  over  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  which  should  be 
compelled  to  test  them,  the  profits  on  minerals  going 
tc>  the  reduction  of  premiums  on  the  estate,  52244. — 
When  an  estate  was  sold  now,,  the  mineral  rights 
were  reserved  to  the  Land  Commission,  52245. — A 
mine  was  being  tested  near  to  Maam,  where  witness 
lived,  52118,  52245. — This  was  being  done  by  pros- 
pectors under  a Mr.  Bacon  ; it  was  said  to  be  rich  in 
lead  and  silver,  and  there  were  other  mines  in  the 
county,  52246. 


Afforestation. 

In  the  union  were  thousands  of  acres  of  bog 
and  worthless  mountain  land,  which  would  in  time 
become  profitable,  if  planted  with  timber ; profits 
in  this  case  also  should  go  to  reduce  premiums, 
52246. 


Roads— Maumeen-road  and  Dunmanus  Pass  and 
the  Cloosh-uoad. 

The  Board  should  without  delay  finish  the  roads 
and  bridges,  which  were  useless  in  their  present 
state,  and  would  be  of  benefit  to  populous  centres 
if  finished,  besides  giving  much-needed  employment 
in  their  construction ; the  Maumeen-road,  between 
Maam  and  Recess,  was  unfinished,  and  would  mean 
a short  cut  of  eight  miles  to  persons  going  from 
Mayo  to  Clifden,  Roundstone,  Cashel,  Carna,  &c., 
and  consequently  improve  the  fairs  and  markets  in 
that  district,  as  the  chief  part  of  the  store  cattle 
reared  in  Connemara  was  bought  by  farmers  from 
Mayo,  52246. — This  was  a new  road  begun  by  the 
Board  and  the  Clifden  District  Council,  52246.— 
Each  of  which  contributed  £300  during  the  lash 
years,  52253,  52248-9.— It  was  now  abandoned, 
— No  undertaking  to  finish  it  was  given  bv 
the  Council  or  any  other  body,  52252.— About  a third 
of  the  road  was  built,  52256.— That  was  two  miles  on 
the  Recess  side,  52246,  52248,-The  part  from  Curr 
to  Derryveetamaama  was  unfinished,  52246.— And 
most  of  the  unfinished  part  was  in  Ougliterard 
union,  and  the  remainder  in  Clifden  Union  ; 

um°"  would  finish  it  without  further  assist- 
JSSL fl'?™  tIle  B.°ard,  because  the  rates  were  high, 
0^52  —The  poor-rate  was  3s.  2d.  on  land,  52258-9. 
tl.™  l**  °S,5j'  4f  011  buildings,  52260.— Witness 
thought  3s.  2d,  on  land  very  high,  52261-2.— It  was 
a little  higher  last  year,  but  never  before  since  the 
Act  of  1898,  52263. — The  second  road  which  ought 
to  be  finished  was  Dunmanus  Pass,  between  the 
Rossmuck,  Carraroe,  and  Spiddal, 
4ooc/i  r0!ld  involved  a bridge  over  the  estuary, 

52264-5.— Which  would  save  going  round  many  hours 
by  Scrule ; the  road  had  been  brought  by  the  Board 
to  the  estuary,  but  it  was  useless  until  the  bridge 
was  built,  when  it  would  be  of  enormous  advantage 
to  persons  attending  fairs  and  markets,-  and  to 


priests  and  doctors,  and  would  save  much  pain  and 
suffering,  52264. — The  Cloosh-road  was  begun  before 
witness’s  time,  and  never  finished  ; it  was  begun  for 
relief  purposes,  and  about  three  or  four  miles  in 
the  centre  were  left  unfinished,  while  the  ends  front 
Ougliterard  at  one  end,  and  Costello  at  the  other, 
were  finished  to  within  three  or  four  miles  of 
Leenane,  52265-6. — Witness  knew  about  the  roads  in 
the  Leenane  district ; there  was  an  old  road  from 
Leenane  to  Recess,  which  would  considerably  shorten 
the  distance,  52271-2. — Ballinakill  was  in  Clifden 
Union,  as  also  were  Letterfrack  and  Barnanockhaan, 
52268-70. — The  £300  given  by  the  Board  towards  the 
Maumeen-road,  52249,  52253,  was  not  wasted,  as  it 
served  people  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  52258-9. — Con- 
siderable period  at  the  work,  52300. — The  County 
Council  did  not  differ  much  from  one  three  year 
period  to  another,  52298. — And  if  a man  was  nomi- 
nated from  outside  the  Council  by  one  County 
Council  its  successor  would  be  likely  to  nominate  him 
again,  unless  he  were  incompetent,  52299. — There 
would  not  be  much  danger  of  want  of  continuity  of 
policy  from  this  source,  52284. — It  was  necessary  to 
have  men  acquainted  with  the  various  localities, 
52282,  and  the  tendency  for  local  representatives  to 
lay  too  much  stress  on  local  needs,  and  neglect  broad 
issues  would  be  balanced  by  other  members  of  the 
Board,  52281. — A local  representative  could  not 
domineer  over  the  Board,  or  act  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  majority,  52283. 


Constitution  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Witness  thought  the  Board  was  not  representative 
enough,  but  that  it  should  include  representatives 
of  counties,  at  least  one  representative  from  every 
congested  county  appointed  by  the  County  Council, 
52279. — These  representatives  should  be  elected  for 
three  years,  the  same  term  as  the  County  Council, 
52280,  52285. — If  he  were  superseded  just  as  he 
began  to  learn  his  work,  the  plan  would  not  tend  to 
efficiency,  but  three  years  was  a good  time,  and 
experienced  members  of  the  Board  would  give  the 
county  representative  assistance,  52287. — The  present 
members  would  have  more  experience,  52288. — Wit- 
ness would  have  no  objection  to  the  county  repre- 
sentative retaining  his  position  for  six  years,  so 
that  if  he  lost  his  seat  on  the  Council  he  might  re- 
main a member,  52289. — And  a Council  might  nomi- 
nate and  elect  a member  from  outside  its  own  body, 
52290,  52292. — The  man  thus  sent  by  the  County 
Council  from  outside  should  only  sit  for  three  years, 
as  he  could  be  returned  again  if  competent,  52284, 
52294. — His  competency  would  not  be  necessarily 
judged  by  the  amount  of  money  he  obtained  for  his 
district,  52295-7. — He  would  be  judged  by  how  he 
discharged  his  duties,  52295. — The  other  members  of 
the  Board  would  not  allow  him  to  do  jobs,  52297. — 
There  was  an  advantage  in  leaving  a man  for  a 
considerable  period  at  the  work,  52299. 


FLATLEY,  Rev.  JOHN. 


Improvements  by  the  Board. 

Witness  now  resided  in  Clare  Island,  but  had  been 
for  many  years  in  the  Leenane  district,  and  had 
served  in  nine  parishes  along  the  coast  in  the  diocese 
of  Tuam,  from  Spiddal  to  Achill,  52302. — He  had 
been  a priest  thirty-seven  years,  and  all  that  time 
had  worked  in  congested  districts,  52384. — Witness 
would  give  evidence  as  to  the  improvement  of  the 
people  during  hi3  knowledge  of  them,  much  of  this 
being  due  to  the  action  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board ; the  Board  would  have  justified  its  existence 
if  it  had  done  no  more  than  its  work  in  Arran  ; 
the  Board  had  improved  fishing,  live  stock,  cottage 
industries,  and  had  benefited  the  people  through  its 
Parish  Committees,  and  had  done  many  useful 
engineering  works,  52302. 

Galloway  Cattle. 

The  introduction  of  Galloway  cattle  by  the  Board 
had  been  of  great  benefit,  the  stock-  being  quickly 
saleable  at  a good  price,  52306. 
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FLATLEY,  Rev.  JOHN— continued. 


Lace-making,  Carpet-making,  Sewing,  &c. 

The  lace-making  classes  had  been  a success,  the 
girls  in  one  valley  having  earned  £1,008  in  six 
months ; this  was  between  Leenane  and  Partly,  in 
the  Maamtrasna  district ; witness  had  seen  the  ac- 
counts of  the  lace  school  at  Killiteen,  and  was 
astonished  at  the  amount  of  money  earned ; few 
girls  would  now  leave  that  valley  to  go  to  America, 
or  to  go  to  service  (though  servants  were  abundant 
ten  or  fifteen  years  previously),  as  they  were  now 
profitably  employed,  52306-7.— Witness  was  aware  of 
the  danger  of  teaching  all  the  girls  the  same  in- 
dustry, especially  if  it  were  one  dependent  on 
fashion,  and  thought,  the  industry  should  be  varied, 
as  at  Gorumna  Island  and  Carraroe,  where  there 
was  carpet-making  and  curtain-making,  52307.— 
Mrs.  Wanklyn,  a lady  living  in  the  district,  had 
suggested  the  teaching  of  fine  sewing  and  making  of 
underclothing  in  some  districts  instead  of  lace ; this 
was  not  sufficiently  fine  as  supplied  in  Ireland,  and 
was  got  from  Paris ; witness  suggested  that  the 
Board  should,  in  some  places,  substitute  this  for 
lace-making,  52307-11,  52313.— Mr.  Walker  was 
quite  competent  to  deal  with  these  matters,  52312. 

Weaving. 


Weaving  was  a very  useful  industry  in  the  dis- 
trict,  giving  a good  deal  of  employment ; it  was 
started  by  Lady  Aberdeen,  twenty  years  previously, 
and  managed  by  Mr.  M'Keown ; this  employed 
persons  in  spinning  and  carding,  as  well  as  weaving, 
52347. — The  Board  had  done  a good  deal  in  sending 
instructors  to  teach  people  how  to  weave,  and  im- 
proving.the  patterns,  and  they  also  sent  an  instructor 
m . dyeing,  52348,  52360. — Mr.  M'Keown  gave  a 
satisfactory  price  for  the  weft  and  warp  brought  in, 
52349. — It  would  be  useful  to  have  a trade-mark  for 
the  tweed,  52351-2. — Since  the  Leenane  tweed  was 
of  good  quality  and  a good  pattern,  and  a great 
deal  was  sold,  52352. — The  demand  and  the  price 
would  be  improved  by  the  employment  of  a trade- 
mark, 52353. — The  wool  was  chiefiv  spun  in  the 
cottages,  but  some  of  it  in  the  hotel  yard,  52350.— 
The  weavers  worked  at  present  at  looms  in  their  own 
houses,  52354-5. — This  worked  very  well,  as  the 
weavers  were  agriculturists  also,  and  if  the  looms 
were  all  together,  and  away  from  their  homes,  they 
would  have  to  spend  the  whole  day  weaving,  52363.— 
But  in  places  like  Glamagimlagh,  it  would  be  an 
advantage  if  tire  Board  built  a shed  which  would 
hold  five  or  six  looms  ; the  looms  now  almost  filled 
the . houses,  52365-6. — There  was  no  advantage  in 
having  one  loom-shed  for  the  whole  parish,  52366. — 
The  looms  now  used  were  an  improvement  on  the 
looms  used  when  witness  was  a boy,  52356,  52358.-- 
Which  was  propelled  directly  by  the  hand,  whereas 
m the  present  ones  the  shuttle  was  propelled  .by  a 
string,  52357-8.— The  improvement  in  looms  was  not 
due  to  the  Board,  52360.— Lady  Dudley  had  helped 
some  men  to  get  better  looms,  52359. — An  instructress 
had  been  sent  down  to  teach  dyeing,  and  witness 
wished  to  send  the  boys  from  the  fifth  and  sixth 
classes  at  school  every  day  for  an  hour’s  instruction  ; 
co-zcn'3  .*?  ^ le  National  Board  for  permission, 
52360.— Which  came  when  the  instructor  had  left 
the  neighbourhood  for  three  weeks,  52360-1.— Wit- 
ness let  the  boys  go  without  permission  ; he  thought 
it  reasonable  to  let  the  boys  go  for  thi3  purpose, 
or  the  girls  for  cooking  and  laundry  classes,  52362. 


three  months  to  see  the  result  of  the  instruction  and 
the  vegetables  had  been  growing  since  then,  52346  — 
But  he  had  no  doubt  that  now  the  produce  was 
coming  in,  the  lectures  would  no  doubt  show  the  girls 
how  to  cook  the  vegetables  properly,  52328,  52340  — 
The  girls  had  taken  an  interest  in  plain  veeefahla 
cookery,  52328.— The  house  used  by  the  Board  for 
classes  was  built  by  the  help  of  Board  for  a lace 
school,  and  was  very  useful ; it  was  arranged  for  bv 
Mr.  Long,  who  was  in  the  district  when  he  was 
Chief  Secretary,  and  the  Board  had  granted  £200  for 
the  house,  52347.  or 


Gardening. 

Witness  thought  the  people  should  be  taught  how  hi 
cultivate  the  common  kinds  of  garden  vegetables,  with 

the  object  of  varying  their  food,  depending  on  something 

less  precarious  than  the  potato,  and  presenting  their 
contracting  debts  to  the  shopkeeper ; witness  in  this 
and  other  parishes  had  collected  a small  fund  and 
had  distributed  parcels  of  vegetable  seeds  to  150 
tenants  out  of  the  240  householders  in  his  district 
52326.— He  had  six  kinds  of  vegetables,  52326,’ 
52332.— Parsnips,  carrots,  onions,  Swede  turnips,  and 
summer  and  winter  cabbage  ; after  Mass  on.  Sundays 
he  lectured  with  blackboard  diagrams  at  the  National 
school  on  the  natural  history  of  these  seeds,  and  the 
mode  of  cultivating  them,  and  on  the  advantages 
of  variety  in  food;  they  took  little  interest  the 
first  year,  but  more  the'  second  and  a great  deal  the 
third ; witness  also  cultivated  liis  own  gardens  in  a 
way  possible  to  any  poor  man,  53326.— This  was  as  an 
exhibition  plot,  52326,  52331. — And  people  took  much 
interest  in  observing  his  gardens  ; this  year  he  had 
obtained  a teacher  from  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, who  lectured  at  the  National  schools,  and  also 
went  from  village  to  village  teaching  ; this  lecturer 
went  from  holding  to  holding  with  the  village  boys, 
inspecting  the  vegetables  as  they  went  home ; wit- 
ness distributed  the  seeds,  and  the  boys  sowed  them, 
52326. — The  instructor  brought  people  to  witness’s 
garden,  and  to  the  farms  of  those  who  had  had  the 
seeds,  52333. — In  this  way  witness  tried  to  be  a 
practical  instructor  in  agriculture,  52334. — Witness 
thought  that  if  this  method  wore  more  general  people 
would  take  an  interest  in  vegetable  culture,  52326.— 
And  having  once  acquired  the  taste  would  continue 
to  grow  them,  52338-9. — Witness  had  distributed 
seeds  for  two  years,  52331. — The  advice  of  witness 
and  the  instructress  in  cookery  had  been  taken  as  to 
attending  to  the  seeds  and  vegetable  plots,  and  wit- 
ness thought  that  soon  the  people  would  sow  veget- 
able seeds  even  if  they  were  not  obtained  gratis, 
kox/io  J 6 ’ 


Improvements  by  the  Board.  - 

The  Board  had  done  well  in  its  engineering  works 
as,  for  example,  the  pier  at  Airan,  and  the  bridges 
leading  to  the  islands  of  Gorumna  and  Lettermore, 
which  were  a great  benefit  to  the  people,  52313. — 
The  Board  had  found  Arran  in  an  impoverished 
condition  and  had  raised  idle  islands  to  comparative 
wealth  by  the  improvement  of  the  fishing  industry, 
52304. — Witness  used  to  help  Mr.  Micks  and  Mr. 
Green,  52305. — So  far  as  his  experience  went,  the 
Board  had  done  well  in  Achill  and  Arran,  and  else- 
where, 52306. 


Cookery. 

Mr.  Walker  sent  down  an  instructress  in  cookei 
under  the  Board  who  was  four  mouths  at  Corn 
mona,  and  was  now  spending  four  months  at  Clo 
r;r8“e  liad  f.  ?°?d  class  of  girls  when  she  was  i 
the  Leenane  district ; in  Clonbur  the  priest  Wi 
working  hard  to  interest  the  girls  in  it,  as  Fath< 
Oullen  had  done  at  Comamona,  52327.— The  sir 
benefited  by  the  instruction,  52327.—' The  sir 
attending  the  class  could  do  well  at  the  end  of  tl 
course,  52339.— The  instructress  was  a qualified  ii 
structress  in  domestic  science,  52335.— She  was  i 
6?1audlSt^Ct  r'T  • D!f raber  ,*>  April,  52327,  5233: 
d >>  , ved  m tbe  neighbourhood  and  taught  i 

the  Board  s house  near  the  chapel,  52337,  52335  —SI 
cooked  vegetables  in  the  presence  of  the  girls,  whic 
they  ate,  52342-3.— Witness  had  had  only  two  c 


Parish  Committees. 

On  Clare  island  witness  intended  to  forward  the 
work  of  the  Parish  Committees,  but  in  Spiddal  and 
“J®  district  he  had  not  worked  with  them,  thinking 
that  their  energies  were  misapplied  to  districts  not 
yet  ready  for  such  work ; the  land  was  not  yet 
striped,  52302. — It  was  -in  rundale,  so  that  out- 
houses and  stables  if  built  would  be  placed  too  near 
the  dwelling-houses,  or  close  on  land  belonging  to 
other  tenants,  52302-3.— So,  until  the  rundale  vas 
abolished,  and  the  land  rc-striped,  the  work  of  pro- 
viding holdings  and  removing  manure  heaps  could 
not  proceed ; it  was  objectionable  to  .build  stables 
and'  outhouses  as  a continuation  to  dwelling-houses 
which  was  done  by  the  Board  in  Clare,  Island  when 
they  had  not  miich  experience ; this  had  been  avoided 
by  the  Board  in  other  localities;  in  Clare  Island 
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also  the  houses  were'  thatched,  which  was  un- 
eeonomical,  as  the  straw  could  have  been  put  to 
more  profitable  use  ; elsewhere  the  Board  had  used 
slates  or  corrugated  iron  for  roofs,  50234. 

Sanitary  Matters. 

When  witness  was  stationed  at  Spiddal,  he  at- 
tended within  six  months  sixty  cases  of  typhus 
fever,  and  himself  superintended  their  removal  to 
Galway  hospital ; the  sanitary  conditions  round 
Spiddal  were  shocking ; witness  succeeded  in  getting 
the  Board  to  send  down  a committee  of  inspectors  to 
consider  about  buying  some  estates  between  Spiddal 
and  Costello  Bridge,  52366.— He  had  met  with  much 
opposition  to  this,  and  thought  it  well  to  inquire 
whence  the  opposition  came ; Father  O’Hara  had 
informed  witness  that  neither  he  nor  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury could  go  to  Spiddal  for  some  time,  and  that 
people  there  were  anxious  to  defer  the  inspection, 
52366. — The  land  had  not  been  bought,  and  the  fever 
remained  rampant ; it  was  impossible  to  improve 
the  sanitation  without  purchasing  the  estates,  as  the 
people  were  huddled  together  on  the  land,  52368. — 
There  was  no  place  in  Ireland  where  sanitation  was 
worse  than  at  Spiddal,  52637. 

Lady  Dudley’s  Nursing  Scheme. 

Lady  Dudley’s  nursing  scheme  was  one  of  the  best 
charities  in  Ireland,  and  had  done  excellent  work  ; 
witness  had  had  experience  of  Nurse  Cusack’s  work 
in  Spiddal,  52391. — The  nurses  worked  very  hard, 
and  the  people  everywhere  spoke  in  the  highest  terms 
of  their  kindness,  and  the  improvement  they  had 
effected  in  the  condition  of  the  people,  52392. 

Local  Shows. 

Local  shows  should  be  extended  to  congested  dis- 
tricts, but  had  one  drawback,  they  were  not  worked 
honestly,  52392.— They  were  started  by  one  or  two 
persons  who  wished  to  benefit  by  the  funds,  52395. — 
And  it  took  nine  or  ten  honest  men  on  the  committee 
all  their  time  to  watch  the  rogues,  52392. — One  rogue 
would  spoil  the  whole  of  it,  52394. — Witness  had 
had  great  opposition  to  his  suggestion  that  cottage 
industries  should  be  awarded  a prize,  52395. — Be- 
cause this  prize  was  taken  away  from  a subject  in 
which  dishonest  committee  men  had  taken  £11  in 
prizes  without  paying  their  entrance  fees  at  the 
previous  show ; one  of  these  men  had  consequently 
reduced  his  subscription  by  half,  and  deferred  the 
payment  of  it ; he  had  made  £7  that  year ; the  show 
had  been  started  as  a swindle',  and  was  suppressed 
with  the  goodwill  of  all  honest  men,  52397. 

Improper  Turf-cutting. 

In  Clare  Island  a bad  practice  prevailed  of  cutting 
what  was  known  as  “ scraw  sods"  instead  of  turf, 
and  thereby  destroying  good  pasture,  as  had  been 
done  in  Gorumna  and  Carraroe,  where  acres  of 
pasture  had  been  cut  away,  leaving  the  bare  rock ; 
the  practice  had  arisen  in  Clare  Island  on  account 
of  the  peat-bog  being  difficult  of  access,  as  no  road 
had  been  made  to  it ; the  practice  could  be  stopped 
by  the  action  of  the  Board,  and  no  steps  could  be 
too  rigorous,  52368. — The  people  would  themselves 
help  to  make  the  road,  52369. — Rynvale  was  not  in 
this  parish,  52370. 

Ballinakill. 

The  people  here  are  very  poor ; witness  had  re- 
ported on  their  condition  to  Sir  Horace  Plunkett 
when  the  Board  was  first  established,  expressing  a 
fear  that  fisheries  and  agriculture  would  not  go  well 
together ; subsequent  experience  in  Arran  had  shown 
witness  that  men  could  do  a good  deal  of  both,  but 
fisheries  there  were  in  their  initial  stage,  and  would 
be  developed  till  the  men  became  fishermen  solely, 
and  would  follow  the  fish  instead  of  waiting  for 
them  ; much  of  the  land  of  Ballinakill  was  in  the 
hands  of  graziers,  and  this  should  be  bought  as  a 
whole  by  the  Board  or  Commissioners,  and  distri- 
buted among  the  congests;  under  no  circumstances” 
should  direct  sales  be  made  to  the  tenants ; an 
attempt  at  this  was  made  two  years  before,  and 
witness  had  opposed  it  strongly,  52371. 


FLATLEY,  Rev.  JOHN — continued. 

The  Lucan  and  King  Estate — Ill-advised  Action 
of  the  Board. 

Witness  thought  the  Board  had  been  unwise  in 
their  dealings  with  the  Lucan  and  King  Estate,  on 
the  north  side  of  Killary  inlet,  52313-4. — Thongh  it 
was  the  fault  not  of  the  Board  itself  but  of  its 
officials ; the  Board  had  purchased  6,000  acres  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  congestion,  52313-4. 
— In  the  village  of  Glanaghgimlagh,  where  fifty  or 
fifty-five  tenants  occupied  land  valued  at  £42  5s., 
and  where  the  congestion  was  so  great  that  the  King 
and  Queen  had  been  taken  to  see  it ; these  6,000 
acres,  if  divided  among  the  tenants,  would  have 
given  them  100  to  120  acres  each,  52313.— But  the 
Board  sold  580  acres  of  the  best  grazing  land 
to  a grazier,  a Mr.  Joyce,  52314-5. — Who  already  held 
fourteen  large  farms  in  Galway  and  Mayo, 
52314,  52316.— -This  land  should  have  been  kept  to 
relieve  congestion,  52313-5. — Mr.  Joyce  (the  grazier) 
bad  deceived  the  officials  of  the  Board,  and  had  also 
told  the  bishop  that  lie  had  only  two  farms  instead  of 
fourteen ; and  it  was  said  that  he  influenced  the 
bishop  by  stating  also  that  ho  was  about  to  make 
his  son  a priest  and  his  daughters  nuns ; the 
bishop  had  written  asking  witness  to  withdraw  his 
opposition  to  -Joyce,  52316. — Witness  was  told  by 
Mr.  Vereker,  the  land  inspector  of  the  Board,  that 
counsel’s  opinion  had  been  taken  by  the  Board  as 
to  whether  they  could  withdraw  from  their  agree- 
ment with  Joyce,  which  they  had  entered  into  in 
consequence  of  misrepresentation ; the  opinion  of 
counsel  was  that  the  Board  could  not  withdraw, 
and  the  inspector  recommended  witness  to  give  up 
his  opposition ; witness  then  wrote  to  the  Board 
offering  to  supply  them  with  evidence  which  would 
warrant  the-m  in  a withdrawal,  but  his  offer  was 
i-efused,  52317. — Witness  thought  it  was  an  evidence 
of  bad  faith  in  some  quartei-,  that  the  agent  who 
arranged  the  sale  had  orders  to  maintain  secrecy 
until  the  matter  was  carried  through,  52315-6. — And 
this  official  begged  witness  to  do  his  utmost  to  upset 
the  arrangement ; the  official  had  also  informed  his 
superiors  that  he  would  not  again  act  in  this  man- 
ner, 52316. — Mr.  Joyce  also  held  a narrow  strip  of 
land  between  the  land  in  question  and  the  sea,  be- 
tween Bundorrha  and  Letterass,  52319. — Bundorrha 
was  not  scheduled,  being  almost  entirely  uninhabited, 
but  was  as  poor  as  any  village  in  Connemara  or 
Mayo ; this  was  an  instance  of  the  curious  working 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Act,  52320. — This  strip 
of  land  should  have  been  acquired  and  distributed 
in  the  same  way  as  some  of  the  land  further  up  the 
harbour,  52319,  52324. — Since  seaweed  could  be  ob- 
tained on  the  shore,  52319,  52324. — Some  of  the 
houses  of  tenants  who  had  left  the  upper  reaches 
could  have  been  built  there,  and  some  outside  it. 
52325. — Witness  did  not  know  whether  the  Board 
had  made  any  attempt  to  purchase  this  strip, 
52326. — It  was  an  instance  where  compulsory  pur- 
chase would  have  been  useful,  52319,  52325. — With 
regard  to  the  land  actually  distributed  to  congests 
from  Glanaghgimlagh,  too  much  was  given  to  each 
tenant,  the  average  being  between  350  and  400  acres ^ 
which  was  so  much  that  they  were  unable  to  stock' 
the  land,  and  had  let  some  of  it  as  grazing  to  Mr. 
Joyce ; tenants  had  applied  for  a loan  to  enable 
them  to  stock  the  lands,  but  the  first  application 
for  £30  was  refused  ; then  £10  each  was  granted  to 
them,  and  now,  witness  believed,  £30  was 

lent  to  one,  if  not  to  each  of  them ; if 
each  tenant  had  had  150  or  100  acres,  52317. — 
And  there  would  have  been  100  acres  each 
for  sheep  grazing,  which  could  have  been  held  in 
commonage,  52317,  52319. — And  would  have  made 
them  independent,  but  instead  of  this  the  Board  had 
only  relieved  six  tenants  from  Glanaghgimlagh  ; Mr. 
Edmonds  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
tillage  to  supply  all  the  congests  from  Glanagh- 
gimlagh, but  witness  thought  that  there  was  sufficient 
land  suitable  for  tilling,  52317* — The  land  given  to 
Mr.  Joyce  was  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  and  was 
suited  to  grazing,  though  not  for  building  land  ; it 
should  have  been  given  as  common  grazing  to  the 
tenants,  52317-8. 

Causes  of.  Poverty — Ignorance  ; Reliance  on 

Agriculture;  and  the  Credit  System. 

Witness  attributed  poverty  in  this  district  to  the 
relianco  of  the  people  on  agriculture  alone  as  a 
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means  of  support ; and  to  agriculture  being  under- 
taken under  unfavourable  conditions ; the  people 
were  not  sufficiently  well  instructed  in  agricultural 
matters,  and  if  they  had  land  would  also  require 
the  services  of  agricultural  instructors ; the  poor 
had  acquired  a habit  of  living  on  credit  and  paying 
exorbitant  prices  for  goods,  52371. — As  an  example 
of  overcharge,  witness  was  askedf’to  use  for  the  Mass 
in  a certain  district  vegetable  candles  sold  at  3s.  4<7. 
a pound  which  he  had  been  informed  by  Messrs. 
Hayes  and  Finch,  of  Dublin,  could  be  sold  at  a 
good  profit  for  2s.  per  lb.  ; this  illegitimate  profit 
of  Is.  4 d.  per  lb.  was  an  indication  of  the  exorbitant 
prices  paid  by  the  poor  to  gombeen  men,  52372. — 
The  credit  system  also  led  to  the  poor  man  becoming 
the  slave  of  the  shopkeeper  in  political  and  local 
government  matters,  which  resulted  in  the  shop- 
keepers’ nominees  being  elected  to  all  public  posi- 
tions to  the  grave  injury  of  the  public,  52371. 

The  Credit  System  and  Shopkeeper  Magistrates. 

Witness  thought  the  credit  system  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  unsuitable  magistrates,  who  favoured 
their  customers  when  upon  the  bench,  and  coached 
witnesses  as  to  their  evidence,  and,  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  treated  with  whiskey  by  litigants ; and 
in  some  cases  had  put  pressure  upon  medical  wit- 
nesses ; the  advantage  of  being  a magistrate  was 
recognised  by  shopkeepers,  who  canvassed  for  the 
position ; it  was  well  known  that  the  fact  of 

being  a magistrate  gave  a man  an  advantage  over 
his  trade  rivals,  52371. 

Truck. 

Witness  believed  he  was  the  means  of  having  the 
Truck  Act  extended  to  Ireland  in  1896  ; ho  believed 
it  was  not  in  operation  previously,  52376. — And  the 
origin  of  many  shops  in  Connemara  and  Mayo  was 
the  payment  of  his  workmen  by  a contractor  entirely 
in  truck,  52375. — No  man  in  the  building  trade 
could  take  a contract  at  so  low  a price  as  the  man 
who  looked  to  making  his  profit  not  out  of  the  work, 
but  out  of  truck,  52376. 

Barter. 

The  shopkeeper  often  bartered  sugar,  soap,  tea,  and 
other  commodities  against  agricultural  produce  of 
poor  holders  without  any  money  price  being  men- 
tioned, or  any  settled  rate  of  exchange  being  main- 
tained, 52375,  52377-9. — And  sometimes  in  tne  same 
way  got  their  cattle,  pigs,  and  small  holdings,  52374. 
— Witness  handed  in  a paper  giving  instances  of  shop- 
keepers seizing  lands  for  debt,  52374,  52388-91. — 
And  was  prepared  to  give  specific  cases  if  necessary. 

Remedy  for  Credit  System. 

It  was  the  straggling  poor  who  suffered  from  the 
credit  system,  52385. — And  improving  the  position  of 
the  small  holder  would  diminish  the  danger  of  in- 
flated credit*  52382. — Men  who  were  better  off  were 
.more  wary,  and  did  not  buy  goods  on  credit  to  so 
large  an  extent,  which  tended  to  economy,  52387.— 
If  they  could  have  ready  cash  they  would  live  more 
cheaply,  52387.— Shopkeepers  did  not  actually  lend 
money  to  customers,  52381. 


Disturbances. 

Witness  considered  it  surprising  that  the  country 
was  so  peaceable,  considering  the  injustice  of  many 
decisions  of  magistrates’  courts,  52371. 


EDMONDS.  Mr.  LESLIE. 

Nee  also  p.  600. 

Allotment  of  Land  on  the  Lucan  and  King 
Estates— Complaints,  &e. 

Witness,  acting  under  Mr.  Doran,  had.  been 
mainly  responsible  for  reorganising  the  Lucan  and 
King  Estates,  52398-9.— He  had  been  on  the  spot, 
and  carried  out  the  scheme,  52400. — Witness  was 
aware  of  Father  Flatley’s  statement  that  there  had 
been  dissatisfaction  as  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Lucan  and  King  estates  owing  to  the  grant  of  a 


large  slice  of  land  to  a grazier  who  was  formerly 
a tenant,  52401-2. — Tobias  Joyce  and  Thomas 
Francis  J oyce  were  in  possession  of  a tract  of  land 
of  3,500  acres  as  joint  tenants,  52403. — The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  bought  the  land,  and  had  • 
power  to  terminate  these  tenancies,  and  served  the 

tenants  with  notice  to  quit,  52403,  52407-8. Tobias 

Joyce  lived  on  the  land,  52403.— He  consented 
to  take,  a farm  in  Tuam  in  exchange  for  his  interest, 
52403,  52414.— This  he  was  glad  to  do,  wishing 
educate  his  children  at  Tuam,  52411. — He  was  given 
180  to  200  statute  acres,  52412.— On  a large  property 
the  Board  had  bought,  and  on  which  it  had  enlarged 
all  the  small  holdings ; the  house,  which  was  too 
good  to  pull  down,  was  left  with  a residue  of  land 
52413. — But  Thomas  Francis  Joyce  refused  to 
move  in  any  case,  saying  that  he  would  hold  out 
as  long  as  the  law  permitted  of  him,  and  would 
compel  the  Board  to  evict  both  him  and  his  brother 
and  witness  had  been  informed  by  the  Board’s 
solicitor  that  he  was  to  deal  with  the  tenants 
jointly ; witness  reported  to  Mr.  Doran,  who 
would  put  all  the  facts  before  the  Board,  ’ which 
was  anxious  to  settle  the  matter  at  once,  without 
legal  expenses,  52403,  52409. — Thomas  F.  Joyce  could 
have  resisted  the  notice,  and  the  Board,  even  if  suc- 
cessful, would  have  had  to  pay  three  years’  rent  as 
compensation,  and  also  compensation  for  improvements 
which  might  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  Board 
52409-10.— There  was  a good  house  on  the  estate  for 
which  some  use  had  to  be  found,  52403,  52409.  — 
Thomas  F.  Joyce  paid  £18  for  the  581  acres  of  land 
and  the  house,  52417. — Out  of  the  £80,  which  was 
the  rent  for  the  whole  estate,  52403,  52417.— A 
larger  rent,  relatively,  than  any  other  portion  of 
the  estate,  52415. — Witness  thought  his  arrangement 
a good  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  52416.— And  now, 
if  it  were  to  be  done  again,  he  knew  of  no  better 
way,  unless  the  land  along  the  sea  could  be  acquired 
compulsorily,  52424.— In  which  case  he  would  have 
adopted  Father  Flatley’s  suggestion,  52425. — But  as 
things  were,  ho  carried  out  his  instructions  and 
treated  T.  F.  Joyce  with  fairness ; he  might  have 
charged  him  more  if  he  had  known  then  that  F.  F. 

J oyce  was  willing  to  pay  anything  for  the  land,  52415. 
— Tobias  Joyce’s  land  would  have  been  no  use  with- 
out the  strip  of  land  owned  by  T.  F.  Joyce,  52414.— 
Which  was  a narrow  strip  along  the  bog  of  about 
150  acres,  cutting  off  the  rest  of  the  estate  on  the 
mountain  from  the  sea,  52403.— And  if  only 
Tobias  Joyce’s  land  had  been  taken  there  would  have 
been  too  much  grazing  land  in  proportion  to  the 
tillage,  which  was  very  limited,  52403,  52414. — 
There  was  only  about  fifty  acres  of  tillage  out  of 
the  3,000  acres ; this  was  valued  at  5s.  an  acre, 
52404. — The  fifty  acres  were  the  only  tillage  lands 
available  for  the  migrants,  and  were  situated  along 
the  shore,  52405. — This  was  only  enough  for  seven 
or  eight  holdings,  52403. — Mr.  Doran  at  first  thought 
there  was  enough  for  eight  tenants,  and  after  going 
into  the  matter  eight  were  put  on  ; this  number  the 
tenants  had  agreed  to  when  consulted,  52419. — The 
land  was  valued  by  a skilled  valuer,  constantly 
employed  by  the  Board,  and  witness  prepared  a map 
of  the  estate  ; Mr.  Doran  went  over  the  maps  and 
valuations,  52420. — Each  holder  had  some  tillage  iR 
amounts  varying  from  five  to  eleven  acres,  52421, 
52432. — Witness  thought  Father  Flatley  was  right  in 
saying  that  the  tenants  had  holdings  larger  than 
they . could  stock ; they  would  gradually  get  stock, 
and  in  the  meantime  it  was  a good  thing  they  shuuld 
take  in  grazing  if  they  were  paid  for  it ; witness 
had  advised  them  not  to  burden  themselves  with 
loans  at  the  outset  when  they  were  paying  annuities 
larger  than  those  to  which  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed, but  loans  had  not  been  refused  when  they 
were  asked  for ; he  had  advised  them  to  stock  the 
land  gradually,  52422.— Migrants  generally  had  a 
hard  straggle  for  the  first  two  years,  and  had  to 
take  in  grazing,  but  soon  did  better,  52423. 


Compulsory  Powers. 

If  the  Board  had  had  compulsory  powers,  it  could 
no.t  have  made  a much  better  settlement  in  this  case, 
as  not  more  than  four  additional  holdings  could 
have  been  put  on  the  land  bought  by  Thomas  F. 
Joyce,  52427. — If  the  land  by  the  sea  could  have 
been  acquired  compulsorily,  witness  would  have 
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waited  and  would  not  have  sold  the  500  or  600  acres 
to  Mr.  Joyce,  52429. — It  could  have  been  used  as 
commonage  for  the  holders  on  the  lands  bought  com- 
pulsorily, 52427-8,  52430. — It  would  not  have  been 
too  large  a proportion  of  mountain  land  to  arable 
land,  the  present  holders  having  from  250  to  375 
acres  for  their  share,  and  from  six  to  eleven  statute 
acres  of  tillage,  52431-2. — This  would  have  'been  less 
than  the  proportion  obtaining  now,  52434. — It  would 
have  gone  to  four  extra  tenants,  giving  them  150  acres 
each,  or  into  the  common  lot,  52433. — The  object 
of  the  Board  had  been  to  relieve  congestion ; 
there  were  fifty-one  congests,  52435. — And  if  all 
conceivable  powers  had  been  available,  the  effect 
would  have  been  to  acquire  hundreds  of  acres  to 
relieve  eight  congests,  52436. — The  land  was  very 
bad,  52437. — If  they  had  compulsory  powers  they 
could  still  acquire  the  500  acres  sold  to  Mr.  Joyce, 
52427. — Glanagimlagh  must  wait  now  till  the  Board 
had  more  land,  52432. — Land  not  far  away  could  be 
found  easily  if  the  Board  had  compulsory  powers, 
52439-40. — Witness  could  not  say  that  compulsory 
powers  were  necessary,  52441. — He  had  nothing  to 
do  with  buying  land,  52442. — But  if  the  Board  owned 
the  land  it  could  make  better  arrangements  however 
the  land  were  acquired,  52444. 


■JOYCE,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

Acreage,  Valuation,  and  Population  op  Cosh- 
killery Division  op  Clipden  Union. 
Coshkillery  Division  had  an  area  of  15,079  acres, 
the  valuation  of  which  was  £469,  with  a population 
of  465.  There  were  seventy-six  tenants,  thirty-seven 
of  whom  were  valued  under  £2 ; seventeen  under 
£4  ; sixteen  under  £10  ; two  under  £15  ; three  under 
£25  ; one  under  £40.  Nine  tenants,  occupying  the 

grincipal  parts  of  the  land,  were  non-resident, 
2448-9,  52452-53,  52460-1. 

Land  available  for  Enlargement  op  Holdings,  &c. 

Small  holdings  should  be  made  economic  and 
greatly  enlai-ged  by  the  acquisition  of  grass 
lands,  e.g.,  those  on  the  road  to  the  Coshkillery 
division ; there  ought  to  be  enough  land  in  the 
division  available  for  this  purpose ; the  chief  land- 
owners  were  Colonel  Thompson  and  the  Duke  of 
Manchester,  while  Lord  Ardilaun  had  some 
property  ; the  land  now  carried  sheep  ; at  one  time  it 
had  been  let  out  on  the  eleven  months’  system  ; part 
of  it,  on  the  north-west  side  by  the  sea,  to  the  back 
of  Kylemore  Castle,  might  be  made  suitable  for  till- 
age if  money  were  expended ; Letterfrack  was  not 
in  that  division,  52446-56,  52462-3. 

Grants  for  Reclamation  of  Land  from  Parish 
Committees  Advocated. 

Granted  the  enlargement  of  their  holdings  by  the 
acquisition  of  new  land,  tenants  would  probably 
need  financial  help  for  reclamation ; a Parish 
Committee  might  be  established  which  would  recom- 
mend the  people  deserving  of  land  and  money ; the 
present  Parish  Committee  only  existed  to  help  in 
the  building  of  out-houses,  farm-buildings,  and 
soforth,  52464-7. — The  amount  of  money  needed  to 
start,  a tenant  would  depend  on  the  size  of  his  hold- 
ing ; probably  £50  would  mean  a good  deal  to  him, 
but  for  a large  holding  he  would  require  £100, 
which  should  be  made  payable  over  several  years. 
It  was,  however,  chiefly  the  poorer  man  who  ought 
to  be  helped,  52468-70. — There  might  be  agricultural 
banks  in  Carna  or  Roundstone,  but  there  were  none 
convenient  for  Clifden,  and  though  it  might  answer 
to  get  loans  from  such  places,  the  Parish  Committee 
would  get  very  good  security,  52478-9. 

Land  no  longer  Let  in  Con-acre  owing  to  decrease 
of  Population. 

Though  they  made  the  most  of  what  little  they 
had,  the  people  could  scarcely  till  their  own  land, 
and  con-acre  was  not  needed,  52483. — Owing  to  the 
great  decrease  of  population  of  the  town  the  class  of 
labourers  who  had  once  gone  in  for  con-acre  were  no 
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longer  there,  52483. — Witness  could  not  speak  for  the 
country,  but  no  land  was  let  in  con-acre  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  town,  52484. 

No  Employment  in  the  Town. 

There  were  few — practically  no — labourers  in  the 
town  now,  as  nearly  all  the  lands  in  the  neighbour- 
hood were  grass,  and  there  were  no  industries, 
52485-7. 

Accommodation  Land  held  by  Witness. 

Witness  was  a shopkeeper  (without  a spirit 
license),  but  had  a bit  of  accommodation  land  near 
the  town  of  between  11  and  12  English  acres,  on  part 
of  which  he  kept  a few  cattle,  while  the  rest  he  let 
for  grazing ; that  seemed  to  pay  better,  for  it  was 
hard  to  get  labour,  and  he  had  no  time  to  look  after 
the  land  himself,  52457-9,  52471-7. 


KELLY,  Rev.  JAMES. 


Congestion  in  Connaught  in  spite  op  Decreasing 
Population. 

Connaught  still  suffered  from  Cromwellism  and 
its  after  effects,  viz.,  a bad  system  of  land  tenure. 
In  spite  of  the  appointment  of  this  Commission  two 
years  ago,  in  spite  of  the  sixteen  years’  work  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  in  Connemara  and  else- 
where, the  fringe  of  the  economic  problem  had  not 
as  yet  been  touched  ; about  one-third  of  the  190,000 
acres  in  Clifden  Union  were  held  by  ninety  graziers, 
while  the  valuation  per  head  was  only  £1  0s.  l|d.  ; 
population  was  decreasing,  the  able-bodied  emigrat- 
ing, the  weak  and  sickly  remaining,  but  there  was 
still  congestion  owing  to  this  undue  occupation  of 
land  by  a few  persons,  52489-93,  52497,  52499. 

The  Eleven  Months’  Grazing  System  the  chief 
cause  op  Congestion. 

The  system  of  eleven  months  grazing,  especially 
when  non-residential,  was  the  chief  cause  of  conges- 
tion ; throughout  Connaught  this  system  aggravated 
the  problem  socially  and  politically ; there  was 
expert  evidence  as  to  the  relative  value  of  grass  and 
tillage,  and  everyone  would  agree  that  the  graziers 
were  an  inveterate  class,  whose  existence  was  ruin- 
ing the  country ; they  grazed  cattle  chiefly  in  the 
valleys  and  lowlands,  and  sheep  on  the  mountains, 
52493. 

Every  Holding  should  contain  some  Tillage 
Land. 

A man  should  not  be  given  a holding  without  seme 
tillage  land  attached,  so  that  holdings  could  not  be 
established  on  certain  mountain  slopes  unless  they 
were  connected  with  lowlands,  52495-6. 

Land  suitable  for  Reclamation. 

All  the  land  occupied  by  graziers  was  not  suitable 
for  small  holdings,  but  the  low-lying  land,  the  arable 
part  of  it,  with  mountains  run  in,  would  be 
eminently  suitable  for  the  relief  of  congestion,  as-  it 
would  give  the  people  the  reproductive  work  of  re- 
clamation ; there  were  many  mountain  bases  already 
reclaimed,  52494-6. 

The  Western  Sea-board  must  be  considered  in 
connection  with  Congestion. 

There  were  vast  tracts  of  reclaimable  land  in 
Connemara  which  was  not  even  fit  for  game  now, 
and  if  the  whole  of  Connaught  were  divided  up, 
except  the  residential  parts  which  no  one  demanded, 
the  people  would  not  be  economically  relieved,  but 
would  still  go  to  America  or  Scotland,  few  from 
that  part  migrating  to  England  as  harvesters;  in 
order  to  settle  the  question  on  a sound  economic 
basis,  the  western  seaboard,  as  well  as  the  land, 
must  be  taken  into  considera  tion : the  remedy  must 
be  two-fold,  52489.  52498,  52598,  52639. 

4 d 
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Compulsory  Powers  for  acquisition  of  Land 

ADVOCATED. 

Whatever  body  dealt  with  the  problem  of  con- 
gestion must  first  get  and  use  compulsory  powers  to 
deal  with  all  graziers  unless  residential,  and  with 
landlords ; these  last  should  at  least  be  threatened 
with  the  withdrawal  of  their  bonus,  12  per  cent,  or 
whatever  it  was,  and  the  threat  carried  out ; if 
after  due  notice  they  were  still  unreasonable  in 
their  refusal  to  sell,  compulsion  within  the  law 
should  be  used  after,  say,  five  years,  but  it  would 
probably  be  to  their  advantage  to  keep  the  bonus, 
52500,  52525-30. — Compulsion  should  probably  not 
be  used  in  the  case  of  a practical  farmer  if  resi- 
dential, as  such  men  were  useful  as  buyers  of  cattle 
from  small  holders,  and  had  their  place  in  the 
general  scheme,  52531-4. — Compulsion  should  be 
used  in  the  case  of  shopkeepers  holding  grazing  land 
on  which  they  did  not  live,  and  should  be  applied 
to  all  classes  where  it  was  necessary  for  the  relief 
of  congestion,  even  to  tenant-purchasers,  with  due 
regard  to  title  and  recoupment,  52535-8. — Compul- 
sory powers  should  be  used  in  regard  to  all  estates 
in  Connaught,  whether  tenanted  or  not,  because 
tenants  on  one  property  would  need  to  be  migrated 
to  untenanted  land  elsewhere,  i.e.,  if  there  was  to 
be  a plain  map ; the  need  for  compulsion  was 
shown  by  the  complaints  of  the  Board’s  successors 
62501 they  DO  Power  deal  with  congestion, 

Evils  of  Acquisition  of  Land  by  Shopkeepers. 

Witness  regarded  the  shopkeeping  landlord  as  one 
of  the  greatest  evils  in  the  country;  he  was  not  a 
i if  tee  land  question,  because  he  could 

fall  back  on  the  shop  if  the  land  were  a failure,  and 
vice-versa,  and  the  people  were  ground  between  the 
two  interests,  52536. — When  there  had  been  more 
people  on  the  land  shopkeepers  had  stayed  in  their 
shops,  but  now  shops  were  starving;  it  was  unfair 
to  make  an  income  at  a shop  out  of  the  people  and 
then  take  up  patch  after  patch  of  land,  sometimes 
certainly  by  fair  means,  till  they  had  become  landed 
proprietors;  a shop-man  should  have  a garden  if 

52540Ul5P^  3 wm?U  me^OW  or,  PIace  f°r  a cow, 
5254°,  52543-5.— W ltness  did  not  know  much  about 
the  case  at  Athenry,  52541. 

Eair  Price. 

The  question  as  to  what  was  a fair  price  in  case 
of  compulsory  purchase  was  really  one  of  principle 
and  of  general  application,  but  tire  vatoTXl 
ol  the  Sod*  <Mered  widely  from  that 

a if  1 , f , country ! witness  thought  the  Board 
had  bought  estates  there,  some  at  twelve  years’  pur 

vol™Wavd  C°nSidere*  th6  Prices  thlJSvJ by 
voluntary  arrangement  would  be  a fair  basis  for 
compensation ; the  refusing  landlords  wanted  to  get 
thev  W if1-06’  ®houia  not  be  allowed  more  than 
It  would  if  mred-  b?.fore, the  Act  of  1903,  52503-?  — 

the  land  market;  landlords  were  usnillv  r V j 

owners,”  who  could  -not  16  “sually  limited 

tzrs. 

of  securities  allowed  bv  the  Act  of  1903 6XteilSlon 
of  lands  not  settled  might  i™t  ^ °™ers 

it  would  be  good  for  then,.  t!-Vj  as  ,tllcy  chose; 

health  if  thefhad  a^toty  and  i 9*?  0Wn 
money-market,  52508-25  — Tn  ™d  poured  m the 

-Inc  for  .Tffhl7*  ?”"* i “ 

both  experience  and  ht™  71b  ri"  fixing  this 
considered,  52539.  16  comPe'f1fcion  must  be 

A«  Su m Loss  ,o  .b  boh™  „ THS  Sllm 
the  Wlmd  S"m4  Se* v*0  gi™ 

CT  telEO“1  £ Cb« 

bourne  Act;  in  tTnt  eaM  H,e  6*'ddUn?et  I*- 
«n  advisory  oomniitto  of  the  tenStf' 
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take  these  into  its  confidence,  so  that  compulsion 
would  be  on  their  requisition,  they  clearly  under 
standing  its  terms  ; it  was  a difficult  question  and 
witness  had  not  thought  out  the  many  possibilities 
to  which  it  might  give  rise,  52583-8.— When  the  net 

income  was  really  a ground  for  eighteen  years’  put 
chase,  the  tenants  should  not  ask  the  Board  to  give 
it  them  for  ten,  but  the  State,  too,  should  be  dealt 
with  fairly;  such  a net  income  would  mean  that 
the  tenants  had  paid,  and  consideration  should 
be  shown  such  good  people  in  the  price  demanded 
of  them ; the  landlord,  too,  should  have  been  able 
to  make  capital  out  of  all  he  had  got  from  them- 
certainly  the  Board  should  not  be  forced  to  buy  at 
a price  which  would  mean  re-selling  at  enormous 
loss ; the  tenants  would  have  to  understand  before- 
hand that  they  must  repay  the  loan  through  the 
Board  on  the  same  terms  as  the  land  had  bee® 
bought,  their  rents  being  fixed  by  the  court  upon 
as  pnxshase  price ; this  was  Ml  the  hypoflllsi, 
that  someone  had  determined  what  was  the  net  in- 
come, 52589-93.— In  the  event  of  an  annuity  agreed 
on  by  the  tenants  not  being  sufficient,  the  loss 
should  be  borne  equally  by  themselves  and  the  out- 
going landlord ; it  would  be  an  economic  evil  if 
loss  were  entailed  on  the  Board ; they  should  judge 
whether  the  price  demanded  were  reasonable,  and 
if  it  were  the  payment  of  it  should  be  made  com- 
pulsory; any  inevitable  loss,  if  small,  should  be 
borne  by  the  State,  which  should  also  take  care  that 
the  fixing  of  the  price  should  minimise  the  amount 
of  the  compensation,  52594-8. 

Limits  within  which  Dual  Ownership  of  Un- 
tenanted Land  should  be  recognised. 
Witness  believed  that  the  recognition  of  actual 
interest,  or  rather  ownership,  being  vested  in  the 
owner  of  untenanted  land  had  been  declared  in  the 
Landi  Court  to  be  a legal  absurdity  by  so  high  an 
authority  as  Judge  Ross ; obviously  the  principle 
was  fraught  with  economical  disaster  to  prospective 
tenants,  _ for  it  would  make  the  price  of  the  land 
prohibitive ; a man  could  not  own  a thing  twice 
•4.  PurP0Se  contract  or  sale ; witness  ad- 
mitted that  dual  ownership  existed  in  the  case  of 
tenanted  land,  because  there  were  two  parties;  a 
landlord  might  create  tenancies  on  un tenanted  land, 
though  it  was  doubtful  whether  he  could  do  so 
, present,  as  such  land  was  regarded  as 
slobland,”  52546-53,  52557-9,  52564.— A man 

should  certainly  receive  more  for  land  on  which  he 
had  bought  the  tenants’  interests  than  for  tenanted 
land,  but  it  did  not  follow  that  he  should  receive 
twice  as  much  in  one  case  as  the  other,  and  any 
public  body  should  refuse  to  recognise  such  a claim. 
Re  had  a bigger  interest  in  untenanted  land,  but 
a tenancy  created  since  the  Act  of  1903  would  not 
be  recognised  by  the  purchase  clause ; as  the  law 
recognised  dual  interest,  competent  judicial  land 
authorities  should  fix  its  value ; this  was  in  the 
case  of  land  “legitimately  possessed,”  but  it  was 
socenAr  l*  was  any  such  in  Connaught, 

52569-75,  52581-2. — The  question  of  dual  interest 
might  come  up  in  relation  to  the  proposed  Act  of 
compulsion,  but  witness  admitted  it  was  not  of  great 
importance  if  the  landlord  received  his  net  income 
whether  the  land  were  tenanted  or  not,  52560-3  — 
u-  -interest  should  be  recognised  in  land  from 
which  the  tenants  had  been  evicted  without 
compensation  for  tenant-right;  any  improve- 
ments  on  the  Ffrench  estates  were  the  result 
comic  encMx.0*  tee  tenants,  afterwards  evicted, 
554-5,  52565-8. — It  was  true  that  tenant-right  had 
only  received  legal  recognition  in  1890  ; witness  could 
not  deal  with  the  academic  question  as  to  whether 
the  Estate  should  take  into  consideration  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  existing  before  that  time,  52576-81. 

All  Connaught  should  be  Scheduled  as 
Congested. 

,, In  °rcler  to  carry  out  their  scheme  of  purchase, 
the  Board  should  demand  that  all  Connaught  should 
be  scheduled  as  congested,  as  there  were  complaints 
in  the  published  report  of  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
52582  ^urcbase  an^  settlement  of  isolated  estates, 
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Amendment  op  the  Act  dealing  with  Mineral 
Rights  Advocated. 

The  Act  dealing  with  the  vesting  of  mineral 
rights  should  be  thoroughly  amended  in  favour  of  the 
tenants,  52598. — Apparently  the  landlords  had  a 
royalty  at  present  and  made  a heavy  charge  for  open- 
ing mines,  52600. — At  any  rate  the  landlord  at  Cleggan 
had  put  on  a sliding  scale  ; capitalists  were  kept  away 
by  this  and  prohibitive  tariffs,  but  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners should  offer  them  inducements  to  come 
and  open  mines,  52601. — There  was  granite  on  the 
coast,  exhibited  on  account  of  its  high  polish,  which 
the  landlord,  Mr.  Frere,  refused  to  sell  to  would-be 
buyers  in  Chicago ; this  granite  was  also  at  the 
north  of  Clifden  and  round  Roundstone,  52605. — On 
another  estate  a mine  opened  with  great  difficulty  was 
now  closed,  though  experts  had  pronounced  the  shaft 
to  be  very  profitable,  52598-606. — At  Maam  Cross 
there  was  a lead  and  silver  mine,  and  2,000  tons 
of  pure  ore  were  ready  for  shipment  to  Galway,  52603. 
— The  lead  of  another  mine  in  Connemara  was  said 
by  the  Assistant  County  Surveyor  for  the  Riding  to 
be  almost  pure.  In  the  exhibition  recently  was  a 
rare  specimen  of  fine  black  marble  with  white 
streaks,  and  there  were  copper  and  soapstone  besides, 
52606. — If  ore  were  struck  or  a mine  opened,  the 
owner  of  the  land  should  be  given  some  sort  of 
royalty  while  he  was  compelled  to  allow  the  develop- 
ment of  this  mineral  wealth,  52603,  52605. — 
The  fishing  of  the  numerous  inland  lakes  between 
Ballinamoy  and  Roundstone  might  be  developed. 
Witness  thought  the  sea  flowed  into  the  Doughole 
side  of  the  property,  where  fisheries  might  be  de- 
veloped to  the  country’s  great  profit,  as  it  was  other- 
wise a waste ; experts  should  advise  and  experi- 
ment ; the  Ballinahinch  fisheries  were  just  opposite, 
52606. — The  perilous  condition  of  piers  and  harbours 
in  the  union  constituted  a very  grave  question  ; the 
state  of  Cleggan  Harbour  made  fishermen  very  slow 
to  take  boats  from  the  Board  on  the  purchase 
system ; a man  who  had  had  his  boat  built  at 
Boffin,  and  had  been  unable  to  pay  for  it,  could  not 
bring  it  into  harbour  and  it  had  been  wrecked. 
Sometimes  men  could  neither  lock  nor  unlock,  and 
had  to  land  away  from  the  pier  as  the  approach  was 
ruinous;  Cleggan,  though  not  improved  by  the  late 
addition,  might  be  a first-class  harbour  for  the  All- 
Red.  Route  were  the  pier  extended  further ; it  was 
a pity  Cleggan  was  neglected,  at  any  rate  for  direct 
sailing,  52625,  52640-2. — The  people  of  Connemara 
had  the  sea  with  its  fish,  but  they  had  waste  lands, 
locked  up  harbours,  and  piers  which  were  either  dry 
land  or  ruinous ; Boffin  Harbour  had  been  protected 
by  Government  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.  by  twenty- 
four  guns,  and  foreign  fishermen  had  been  precluded 
entering ; owing  to  circumstances  it  was  thought 
well  to  blow  up  the  harbour,  but  the  contractor,  a 
foreigner,  had  stopped  short  at  destroying  the  fort ; 
the  present  Government  should  show  at  least  as 
much  interest  in  the  islands  along  the  coast  as  had 
been  shown  in  the  past,  52639,  52644. 

Instruction,  New  Markets,  and  Improved  Transit 
Facilities  needed  to  Develop  Fisheries. 

There  was,  too,  need 'of  a local  school  of  fishing, 
and,  better  still,  of  a practical  instructor  who  would 
take  the  fishermen  out  to  sea  and  teach  them  sym- 
pathetically. Something  had  been  done  in  this 
direction  during  the  season,  but  very  little.  It  was 
a waste  for  a man  to  buy  a big  nobby  and  fish  for 
only  six  or  seven  weeks.  A fisherman  should  be  one 
thing  or  the  other,  and  there  ought  to  be  a fleet  of 
fishermen  to  take  the  riches  lying  at  their  doors ; 
only  teaching  was  needed,  52659,  52646. — The  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  should  find  a market,  both 
home  and  foreign,  for  fresh  fish.  They  should  send 
their  many  assistants  now  going  about  the  country 
to  find  people  ready  to  buy  fish,  and  they  should 
obtain  railway  facilities  for  tenantry  and  even  get  a 
steamer,  as  transport  and  a better  system  of  transit 
were  essential  to  the  development  of  fisheries  along 
the  western  coast,  52644-6. 

Vesting  of  Sporting  Rights  in  the  Tenants  “In 
Globo  ” Advocated. 

Witness  believed  that  the  Irish  Game  Protection 
Association  had  intimated  to  the  Congested  Districts 
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Board  that  it  would  be  well  if  in  the  transfer  of 
property,  the  sporting  rights  were  vested  in  the 
tenants  for  the  better  protection  of  game  in  Ireland. 
The  tenants  were  the  best  gamekeepers,  and  would 
be  unpaid  except  by  the  productiveness  of  the  busi- ' 
ness ; this  recommendation  in  the  prelude  to  the 
report  had  great  weight  considering  the  quarter 
whence  it  had  come ; the  arrangement  by  which  a 
tenant-purchaser  would  be  paid  so  much  bird-money 
for  every  bii-d  shot  on  his  farm  was  a good  one, 
and  witness  believed  the  Game  Association  had  sug- 
gested that  tenants  should  have  the  Tight  for  sale,  and 
let  it  to  the  highest  bidder,  52606-10. — On  the  Dillon 
Estate  of  12,000  acres  at  Aughmore,  sporting  rights 
were  vested  in  the  tenants,  and  witness  thought  they 
had  a Game  Protection  Committee  which  was  con- 
sidered an  improvement,  52611. — This  should  be 
done  legislatively  in  all  cases  of  purchase,  at  the 
wish  of  two-thirds  or  even  one-third  of  the  tenants. 
Whether  the  sporting  rights  had  previously  been  in 
the  tenant’s  or  the  landlord’s  hands,  they  should  in 
the  act  of  sale  or  transfer  go  first  to  the  public  body 
and  then  with  the  property  in  globo  to  the  tenants, 
being  vested  in  a local  committee  which  should  have  the 
power  to  lease  them,  and  also  the  right,  through  trus- 
tees, to  prosecute  for  poaching,  52612-7. — Game  and  fish 
were  by  no  means  the  least  important  national  asset. 
What  was  desired  was  to  secure  the  goodwill  of  the 
tenants,  who  would  benefit  both  by  the  preservation 
of  game  and  by  the  presence  in  the  district  of  sports- 
men, whether  landlords  or  not,  52617-9. — It  would 
be  equally  good,  no  doubt,  if  the  sporting  rights 
were  vested  in  the  Board  for  the  benefit  of  the 
tenants  who  doubtless  would  recognise  this  as  having 
been  instituted  in  their  interest;  but  whether  the 
rights  were  vested  in  a committee  or  were  in  trust 
the  tenants  would  be  the  beneficiary  owners.  Ten- 
ants should  not  have  the  power  to  reserve  rights 
thus  conveyed ; only  possible  “ cranks  ” amongst 
them  could  wish  to  do  so,  52620-5. 

State  Aid  for  Re-afforestation  Advocated. 

The  County  Councils  should  be  State-aided  for  the 
purpose  of  re-afforesting  the  country,  especially 
picturesque  Connemara,  improving  the  waste  lands, 
and  for  providing  shelter  belts,  which  would  protect 
the  game;  e.g.,  woodcock,  in  the  western  highlands 
and  in  places  at  present  lying  useless,  52625. 

Need  for  a Local  School  of  Agriculture — Train- 
ing of  Priests  in  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Lyle,  the  ex -landlord  of  tho  island  where  wit- 
ness lived,  was  a good  agriculturist,  but  it  was  cer- 
tainly very  important  that  someone  who  was  to  some 
extent  an  expert  should  live  amongst  the  people  and 
advise  them ; at  present  they  followed  their  own 
agricultural  methods,  52627-31. — Witness  admitted 
he  would  be  able  to  keep  his  people  in  this  direction 
had  he  gone  through  an  agricultural  course ; it  was 
difficult  to  say  whether  time  could  have  been  found 
for  this  at  Maynooth,  where  the  course — seven  years 
— was  long  ana  very  full ; this  might  perhaps  be 
lengthened,  or  in  some  way  altered,  to  allow  time  for 
the  study  of  agriculture  to  students  with  a bent  in 
that  direction  ; it  would  certainly  be  a great  ad- 
vantage in  many  out  of  the  way  or  congested  dis- 
tricts if  the  parish  priest  were  a trained  agricul- 
turist, and  it  would  be  good  for  the  priest  himself, 
52632-9. — Experts  would  have  to  come  from  other 
districts  to  Connemara  to  study  the  local  needs  of 
the  place,  e.g.,  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  effect 
of  the  salt  on  the  land ; it  was  said  that  sea-weed 
was  more  beneficial  to  the  soil  inland  than  on  the 
coast  where  it  was  all  waste  land  ; there  were  many 
places  suitable  for  an  agricultural  school  which  was 
a necessity  for  Connemara  and  the  seaboard  gene- 
rally ; at  present  sick  people  were  actually  able  to 
till  the  ground,  52626,  52639. 


LYDEN,  Mr.  JOHN  M. 


The  County  Committees  were  too  much  controlled 
by  thb  Department. 

Witness  was  representative  on  the  County  Commit- 
tee for  the  area  including  Roundstone,  the  south  part 
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LYDEN,  Mr.  JOHN  M. — continued. 

of  Clifden  Union,  down  towards  Kilkerrin,  and  up  to 
Recess ; as  a shopkeeper,  and  one  who  travelled  a 
little,  he  knew  fairly  well  the  needs  of  Connemara,  in 
which  one  place  was  much  like  another,  52651-5. — 
He  did  not  think  the  agricultural  schemes  worked 
very  well  owing  to  the  Department  exercising  too 
much  control  over  the  local  committees ; witness 
thought  the  County  Committee  had  twice  elected  a 
poultry  instructress,  and  the  Department  had  refused 
to  sanction  the  scheme  on  the  ground  that  it  was  un- 
necessary, 52647a,  52681-3. 

County  Committee  Places  inconvenient. 

Witness,  living  at  Clifden,  was  unable  to  attend 
many  County  Committee  meetings  because  they  were 
held  at  such  _ inconvenient  places  ; there  was  to  be 
a second  meeting  in  Galway  for  the  present  year,  but 
every  previous  meeting  had  been  held  in  Athenry ; 
apparently  there  had  been  no  attempt  to  work  by  sub- 
committees, 52648-51,  52659. 

Unequal  Representation  of  Rich  and  Poor  Areas 
on  the  County  Committees. 

Witness  thought  the  richer  parts  of  the  country 
received  more  consideration  than  the  poorer  areas, 
and  that  the  representatives,  though  equally  good, 
had  less  power,  because  they  were  very  much  in  a 
minority  on  the  committee,  52656-8.— The  election  of 
County  Committee  members  should  not  be  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  County  Council ; the  District  Coun- 
cil should  be  able  to  nominate  some,  and  that  would 
give  a larger  representation.  ; witness  believed  Clifden 
to  be  one.  of  the  largest  unions,  and  it  should  have 
at  least  eight  or  nine  representatives  instead  of,  as 
now,  two  or  three ; there  was  no  hard-and-fast  rule 
as  to  representation ; the  County  Council  settled  the 
matter  and  usually  made  no  changes,  except  in  the 
filling  up  of  vacancies,  52660-71. 

Discussion  of  Plans  between  the  Department  and 
the  Representatives  of  the  Poor  Areas  sug- 
gested. 

J^Sun0^CerJ,aiD’  bufc  that  schemes 

tho  Vnltlfted  w t le  Count7  Committees  and  sent  to 
the  Department  for  approval,  52672-8.— It  was  a good 

inf f1  ,the,  ?6W  DePar<™ent  were  sketch- 

Pl  theyx  sl!ould  summon  to  Dublin  (paying 
1"^  «»  representatives  of  the  di.S 

SfS.’sWMD I"1"5*57  I*plswtod-  “d 

AoaioraiuME  Needs  Loans  foe  Seeds  and  Plants. 

h“d  b“It  decidedly  better  done 
since  the  adoption  of  the  County  Committee  scheme 
but  there  was  still  room  for  improvement  J ih could 
which  would  know  some- 
seedfi*  fS?  “ • °f  their  own  districts;  loans  for 

the  “ppSVd  s 


M ‘ALPINE,  Very  Rev.  CANON — continued. 

68,830  acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  district;  the  re- 
sults were  destitution,  discontent  and  emigration 
52691. — The  landlord’s  exorbitant  demands  had  made 
the  Act  of  1903  inoperative,  and  land  purchase  al- 
most impossible ; there  were  landlords  in  Connemara 
who  asked  from  25  to  30  years’  purchase,,  and  when 
the  Clifden  District  Council  had  sent  a respectful 
request  to  local  landlords  to  make  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement with  their  tenants  under  the  Act  of  1903 
only  a few  had  deigned  even  a bare  acknowledgment 
of  the  resolution  ; compulsory  sale  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ; this,  too,  was  placed  beyond  doubt  by  the 
prevalence  in  many  places  of  the  rundale  system,  by 
which  little  holdings  were  split  up  into  sixty  or 
eighty  patches,  5269i. 


M ‘ALPINE,  Very  Rev.  CANON. 

G™™r  ™ Congestion  Pboblem 

lh“ 

would  he  as  fmitless  a,  rtS  AL  ared  lts  work 

forward  during  the  last  thirtJ  ^ °tber  remedies  put 
netted  with  the  pro£  h 'd  e"7“hg  *»- 

— ra  ss£ 

families  living  on  bogs  and  to  £4>  *-e->  3<000 

while 


Abolition  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations  in  certain 

CASES  ADVOCATED. 

People  would  for  peace  and  for  reasons  of  senti- 
ment give  more  than  was  fair  for  grass  lands  but 
landlords  should  not  unduly  press  claims  for  ’com- 
pensation considering  that  these  lands  had  been  made 
fertile  by  the  tenants,  and  that  these  men  or  their 
fathers  had  been  evicted  without  compensation;  jus- 
tice and  common  sense  demanded  that  in  such  cases 
there  ought  not  to  be  a Statute  of  Limitations,  52691. 

Unrepresentative  Character  of  the  Board.— Its 
Dilatoriness. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  much  good 
along  the  western  seaboard,  but  more  representation 
greater  activity  and  despatch  were  needed ; the  worst 
and  most  congested  districts  from  Blacksod  to  Gal- 
way, comprising  such  places  as  Achill,  Westport, 
Cleggan,  Clifden,  Carna,  Roundstone  and  Arran  were 
unrepresented  on  the  Board ; in  the  few  sales  which 
had  taken  place  in  this  wide  area,  there  had  been 
great  delay  in  bringing  matters  to  completion;  for 
this,  however,  others  had  most  probably  been  more  to 
blame  than  the  Board,  52691. 

Lack  of  Proper  Piers  at  Clifden  and  Cleggan. 

The  need  of  proper  piers  in  Clifden  and  Cleggan 
had  often  been  admitted  by  Government,  and  had 
lormed  the  chief  recommendation  of  the  Piers  and 
Harbours  Commission  in  1885,  Colonel  Nolan  being 
chairman  ; last  April  a promise  had  come  from  Dublin 
Castle  of  £3,500  for  Clifden  pier,  and  £7,000  for 
Cleggan  pier,  with  £750  from  the  Board  if  a small 
local  contribution  were  given  in  accordance  with  sec- 
tion 2 of  the  Marine  Act ; this  the  Galway  County 
OouncU  had  generously  promised,  but  Government  had 
done  nothing  ; the  Board  should  have  urged  upon 
Government  the  duty  of  fulfilling  its  pledges,  those  of 
Mr.  Wyndham  and  many  others,  62691,  52746— The 
IS?  °f  Pr°P.er  Piers  resulted  in  large  fishing  boats, 
expense,  lying  idle  for  eight  months, 
®?-|d  <;wou  sPring,  work  hard  and  not  always  profit- 
6'_H"r;nS-fi*i“8  ■night  be  developed  if 
were  helped ; many  of  the  crews  lived 
Svto  v.<TSVe  “dss  from  *fden,  and  it  was  not 
fSv?J?iaer?  J1  ^ <»“*  <0  eeme  and  risk  a storm 
tal  for  , kdurs  fishing;  herring-fishing  needed  capi- 

thimm  l ‘fewelopment,  52741-5.-Whln  not  at  sea 

the  Str™A?ed  ,*hlr  wretched  holdings,  hnt  given 
the  fill, woa  d be  good  fishermen  ; it  was  a pity 
fishinJ the  spring  herring- 
fishinf r few  months,  and  the  autumn 
wS  LS  »ad6  i?1®'”1* > the  sudden  storms  of  the 
‘h“e  “d 

Extension  of  Time  for  Repayment  of  Loans  for 
Boats  advocated. 

men+efS>KrdiSh°Uld  extend  the  time  allowed  for  pay- 
Salments  ?Pfi^iaS  reduce  tlle  half-yearly 

to  P5  boat  generally  lasted  from  20 

7 vph7o  ^ Payment  was  required  at  the  end  of 
the  contln^ance  generally,  6 or  even  4 years ; 

4Uritv  !iiaXtenS1°n  re,ferred  to  boats  bought  on  the 
SlX  r rwhen  a man  got  three  or  four 

people  to  go  security  for  him,  52699-703. 
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Improvements  in  Facilities  for  Fishing. 

A share  in  the  profits  instead  of,  as  now,  a weekly 
wage  would  be  an  inducement  to  fishing  instructors  to 
go  out  on  many  evenings  when  they  would  otherwise 
not  go,  52691,  52697-8,  52722. — To  make  the  fisheries  a 
success  a fishery  school  should  be  established  and 
facilities  given  for  the  curing  at  Cleggan  and  other 
places,  e.g.,  covered  sheds  for  bad  weather,  52691. 

Sale  of  Boats  taken  under  the  Share  System  with- 
out Notification  to  their  Crews. — Cases  of 
the  “ HeRMON  ” AND  “ TOPAZ.” 


reports  being  favourable,  it  would  be  most  excellent  if 
the  Board  could  give  a capitation  grant  in  a remote 
district  to  apprentices,  52774,  52780.-8. — Methods  of 
extracting  the  marble  could  be  much  improved ; at 
Streamstown  quarry  this  was  done  by  powder  or  by 
crowbar  and  pick,  but  the  Recess  methods  were  less 
primitive ; at  the  former  quarry  was  a splendid  water 
supply,  and  if  a mill,  now  disused,  were  turned  to 
account,  the  stone  could  be  chiselled  before  being  sent 
away,  52772-3. — A landlord  owning  quarries  might 
leave  them  undeveloped  for  a time  in  the  hope  of 
making  more  money  later,  52791-2. 


The  Board  kept  a part  of  the  gross  earnings  of 
boats  taken  on  the  share  system  in  the  hope  that  the 
outlay  would  be  made  good  in  time,  and  Clifden  and 
Cleggan  crews  who  had  worked  5,  6,  or  7 years  com- 
plained, and  naturally,  that  these  boats  were  sometimes 
sold  to  other  people  or  sent  elsewhere  without  notifi- 
cation, though  there  were  no  arrears,  52691,  52703-5, 
52732. — The  Board’s  attention  had  been  called  to  this 
anomaly  by  a resolution  passed  unanimously  at  a 
meeting  of  Clifden  Union  priests,  presided  over  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  and  though  no  particulars, 
e.g.,  names  or  dates,  had  been  given,  the  fact  of 
sale  had  been  made  quite  clear,  52706-11. — This  was 
not  a matter  of  recent  growth,  and- had  not  come  up 
with  reference  to  the  Commission,  52737-8. — On  page 
76  of  the  Board’s  report  for  1906  were  particulars  of 
the  boat  “ Hermon,”  on  which  the  total  outlay  had 
till  then  been  £328  12s.  lltZ.  ; page  77  stated  that  the 
Board  had  already  received  £217  3s.  6 d.  of  the  boat’s 
earnings,  yet  the  “Hermon”  had  been  sold  without 
the  crew  being  consulted  or  even  notified,  52712. — The 
•crew  had  worked  for  seven  years  under  James  Sweeney, 
the  nominal  owner,  through  whom  the  weekly  pay- 
ments had  been  made  to  the  Board  ; an  agreement  was 
made  between  the  crews  of  share-boats  and  the  Board, 
and  the  catch  made  known  to  the  Board’s  officer, 
52713-21,  52724. — Witness  did  not  know  if  the  Board 
gave  “ grub-money  ” when  there  was  no  catch,  some- 
thing was  given  towards  the  crews’  maintenance,  and 
afterwards  deducted  ; the  amount  could  not  have  been 
large,  and  in  any  case  would  be  included  in  the  total 
accounts,  the  “etc.”  after  “boat  and  gear”  being 
significant,  52725-30,  52736. — This  was  one  of  many 
cases  and  should  be  inquired  into;  the  “Topaz,” 
according  to  the  statement  of  its  crew,  had  not  been 
sold,  but  sent  into  Boffin,  5273-4. — Neither  crew  had 
ever  refused  to  go  out  with  the  instructor,  complaints 
being  the  other  way,  52721-3,  52735. 

Development  of  Marble  Quarries  by  the  State  and 
Congested  Districts  Board  advocated. — Sug- 
gested Improvements  in  regard  to  Extraction, 
etc. 


Hundreds  now  emigrating  might  be  employed  in  the 
splendid  marble  and  granite  quarries  of  the  district; 
these  were  close  to  a railway  station,  and  there  was  an 
abundant  water  supply,  but  neither  the  Board  nor  the 
Department  had  done  anything  towards  their  proper 
working  except  place  a few  specimens  in  the  Cork, 
Limerick,  and  St.  Louis  Exhibitions,  52691.— Every 
month  large  blocks  of  the  finest  marble  were  sent 
from  Clifden  and  Recess  to  America  and  the  Con- 
tinent, and  the  fact  that  the  chief  market  was  in 
America  and  that  an  American  worked  the  quarries 
was  proof  of  their  commercial  value,  52755-8. — The 
development  of  the  quarries,  left  to  one  individual, 
was  hindered,  as  other  Irish  industries  had  been  killed, 
by  lack  of  capital,  the  supply  of  which  could  not  have 
been  prevented,  as  stated,  by  anything  so  trifling  as 
those  with  grazing  rights  objecting  to  the  dumping 
of  material  on  their  land,  52759-65,  52768-9.— If 
people  proved  so  obstinate— which  witness  did  not 
believe — they  should  be  compelled  to  surrender  their 
nfjhts,  due  compensation  being  given,  52771,  52776-7. 
—The  State  should  contribute  money,  and  some  public 
body,  e.g.,  the  Department  or  the  Board,  should  spend 
capital  and  see  at  any  rate  that  the  quarries  were 
properly  worked  ; this  matter,  like  the  fisheries,  would 
ro 'll'1*6  within  the  Board’s  province,  52754,  52766-7, 
+i  i ’ ,52778-9- — Scores  of  experts  had  said  publicly 
tnat  the  Recess,  Streamstown,  and  Creggs  quarries 
were  of  commercial  value,  but  with  little  result ; it 
would  be  well  if  the  Board  would  send  experts,  not, 
as  hitherto,  connected  with  companies,  to  investigate 
the  mineral  resources  of  the  congested  districts ; the 


State  Aid  for  Copper  Mining  advocated. 

Copper-mining  in  so  poor  a district  needed  pro- 
tection and  support  in  its  initial  stage  to  convince 
the  people  of  its  commercial  value,  and  it  was  a pity 
something  was  not  given  from  public  funds  for  the 
mines  at  Kilcoon  or  Derrylea,  52789-90. 

Unfair  Creation  of  Future  Tenancies. 

A landlord  or  agent  often  took  advantage  of  the 
ignorance  of  tenants  by  offering  a reduction  of  rent 
conditional  on  their  signing  a paper  making  them 
future  tenants  ; the  reduction  was  given  for  the  time 
agreed  on,  but  afterwards  the  people  found  they 
could  not  get  judicial  rents,  as  they  had  no  status  in 
the  court ; witness  could  give  particulars  in  one  case, 
but  did  not  know  if  the  people  had  been  judicial 
tenants  when  signing  the  agreement ; Mr.  Litton 
Falkiner,  presiding  chairman  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, had  expressed  surprised  at  such  a thing  having 
occurred,  the  rent  of  the  tenant  had  been  raised, 
52691,  52793,  52797-803,  52806-9.— In  another  case  a 
man  had  held  under  a middleman,  who  was  evicted, 
and  the  tenant,  poor,  and  ignorant  of  Land  Commis- 
sion procedure,  had  been  made  a future  tenant  by  the 
incoming  landlord ; the  middleman’s  tenants  could 
have  got  their  rents  fixed  in  court,  but  had  not  done 
so ; they  were  almost  certainly  present  tenants ; the 
rent  of  some  had  been  raised,  and  that  of  the  others 
left  as  it  was,  52793-5,  52803-6. — These  transactions 
had  taken  place  within  the  last  six  years,  52796. 


SULLIVAN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Terms  on  which  the  “Topaz”  was  Let  by  the 
Board. 

For  eight  years  witness  had  worked  with  four  others 
and  an  instructor  on  the  “ Topaz,”  taken  on  the  share- 
system,  52810,  52812,  52817-19. — The  Board  kept  four- 
ninths  of  the  value  of  the  catch  and  had  received  about 
£400  in  the  eight  years ; the  spring  fishing  had  been 
constant  and  there  were  no  long  periods  of  failure, 
except  one  year,  when  there  had  been  no  catch,  but 
then  there  had  been  little  loss  to  the  boat,  save 
for  the  instructor’s  wages ; witness  did  not  know  if 
the  boat  had  been  going  to  the  bad,  52820-6. — When 
there  was  no  fishing  grub-money,  sometimes  30*.  a 
week,  had  been  advanced',  amounting  the  first  year  to 
about  £25 ; this  was  stopped  as  soon  as  there  was  a 
catch  and  was  deducted  from  the  earnings,  52827-33. 

The  “ Topaz  ” given  up  by  the  Crew. 

Last  spring,  when  fishing  at  Boffin,  the  crew  had 
had  a letter  from  the  Board  stating  that  the  “ Topaz  ” 
was  in  arrears  of  debt,  but  witness  had  not  been  noti- 
fied to  stop  working  ; finding  they  could  not  buy  the 
boat  and  so  clear  her,  no  matter  what  they  gave,  the 
crew  unanimously  decided  to  give  her  up,  52813-16. 
5283441. 


GREEN,  Rev.  W.  S. 

See  also  pp.  13  and  169. 

Refutation  of  the  Charge  in  re  the  “Topaz”  and 
others. 

The  “ Topaz  ” had  been  worked  some  years,  but  wit- 
ness could  not  remember  the  exact  terms  of  her  sur- 
render ; the  Board  never  resumed  ownership  of  a boat 
except  by  request  of  the  owner  or  men,  but  year  after 
year  had  kept  the  crews  going,  buying  nets,  etc.,  and 
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GREEN,  Rev.  W.  S. — continued. 


GREEN,  Rev.  W.  S. — continued. 


giving  them  every  chance  they  could,  52842-3. — The 
Board  always  sold  either  on  the  share,  the  instal- 
ment, or  the  cash  system ; in  this  case  the  first  had 
failed,  and  if  the  securities  had  not  been  forthcoming 
foT  the  second  the  third  must  have  been  the  only 
alternative ; witness  did  not  know  if  the  second  would 
have  satisfied  the  crew,  52868-72. — The  boats  in  ques- 
tion were  two  out  of  many  worked  on  the  share  sys- 
tem, by  which  a boat  paid  automatically,  so  that 
though  the  Board  might  be  out  of  pocket  it  would  never 
be  in  arrears,  and  there  was  no  inducement  to  take 
up  a boat  without  consulting  the  men  ; the  Board 
might  have  to  re-sell  a boat  taken  on  the  instalment 
system  if  instalments  were  not  paid,  so  the  first 
system  would  be  less  apt  to  come  hard  on  the  crews 
than  the  second,  52844-9 

WORKING  OF  THE  SHARE- SYSTEM.  IN  CONNAUGHT. 

The  share-system  here  was  different  from  that  in 
Donegal ; the  men  insisted  on  the  Board  giving  grub- 
money  when  fishing  was  bad,  and  thus  if  the  earnings 
were  insufficient  a debt  often  accumulated ; the  crews 
were  practically,  as  well  as  legally,  co-equal,  and 
though  one  man  was  supposed  to  be  skipper  he  could 
not,  with  the  Board’s  recognition,  enrich  himself  at 
his  colleagues’  expense ; the  crews  were  always  chang- 
ing, and  discontent  might  arise  through  one  man 
regarding  himself  as  skipper  because  he  had  been 
longest  on  the  boat,  52849-53. 


given  a fixed  wage;  if  a man  with,  say,  a boat  on 
loan,  wanted  to  send  out  a crew,  the  Board  gave  him 
instruction  free  for  one  set  of  fishing  seasons,  after 
which  he  had  to  pay  a proportion  ; for  £2  a week 
lie  had  to  pay  10s.  a week  for  the  first  year,  and  £l 
the  next,  and  if  he  wanted  to  keep  on  an  instruc- 
tor he  might  make  any  arrangement  he  liked  as  lone 
as  the  Board  did  not  have  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
salary,  52864. 


Overstatement  of  Amount  of  Grass  Land  held  by 
People  on  Renvyle  Estate. 

The  list  made  out  by  the  Clerk  of  Clifden  Union  of 
grass  lands  and  holdings  in  Renvyle  Division  was- 
incorrect  as  to  names,  and  overstated  the  amount  of 
grazing  land  held  by  many  people,  e.g.,  in  regard  to- 
Peter  Nee,  Henry  Robinson,  Peter  Lyden,  James 
Cawley,  and  witness’s  son ; there  were  not  so  many 
absentees  as  stated,  all  witness’s  grazing  tenants  being 
resident,  except  one  holding,  a very  small  part  of  the 
home  farm,  52874,  52882,  52957. 


Fertility  of  Grass  Lands  not 
Tenants. 


to  Evicted 


Reason  for  Boats  lyinc  Idle  at  Clifden  Eight 
Months  of  the  Year. 

The  boats  lying  at  Clifden  for  eight  months  were 
mostly  instruction-boats,  which  were  not  idle  for  want 
of  proper  piers,  but  because  the  Board  could  not  well 
afford  to  give  instruction  except  in  spring,  when  the 
fishing  was  sometimes  very  good ; it  would  be  hard  or 
impossible  to  get  crews  on  any  system  at  other  seasons 
if  -they  could  not  make  money ; the  autumn  fishing  was 
poor,  but  two  large  boats  had  just  been  fitted  out  and 
sent  to  Boffin  and  Cleggan  for  the  second  season,  and 
if  they  succeeded  the  Board  hoped  other  boats  might 
stay  out  the  two  seasons,  52854,  52862-3. 


Question  of  Pier  Accommodation  at  Clifden  and 
Cleggan.— Improvement  of  Cleggan  Harbour 
advocated. 


Clifden  harbour  was  very  dangerous  for  big  boat! 
at  night,  practically  the  only  time  for  fishing,  bu 
a pier  could  only  be  built  if  all  the  reefs  betweei 
biy,ne  ,-fc“ad  and  H^gh  Island  were  abolished— a bit 
, igJ  -rT^°tts  from  T«rbot  Island,  etc. 
■-ould  land  their  fish  here,  52855-7.-Cleggan  was  th- 

fijr7  plt“?  ln  the, tUstoiot  to  kcm  ail  impoi- 
tnrt  fishing  station,  and  anything  done  there  to  pro 
firff  lr  s'  ""ftoto  accommodation,  enable  men  to  lam 
fish  at  low  water,  allow  a steamer  to  come  and  tak- 

Sotnth?rd  laii?  brels  and  saifc>  wouid  tend 

nlf/lAn  th!  n-  tlie  J>oais  were  owned  by  people  ii 
CleS-an  Ja‘lmakdl,  and  all  about,  52858,  52866.- 
Wno'+fan  W£\S  bad  p ace  for  anchorage  in  roue! 
f^swaftoAv  > n P°Slible  b0ats  had  been  l^t  there 

i,  as  was  inevitable,  they  went  aground  in  the  har 
hour  they  lost  the  next  night’s  sitting  and they  hac 

Cept  off  tl,e  bar  tryiug  to  land  fisl 
at  low  water  for  transport  from  Clifden  • 
conld  be  made  a reasonlbl,  gS^hlrW  if  jftg 

gsriita-  — SES5&E  ofTeip 


pened  oftenesi;  the  Board ’liar!  b«nS  Pi°babl-T  Ila 
get  expert  fishermei  m“‘ “xion. 

profits/  buttlieSmSi  uJS  ? Sllra  of  * 

cwn  boats  in  the  height  of  the^Sg'^nS 


It  was  not  true  that  the  fertility  of  grass  lands  was 
always  due  to  the  labour  of  evicted  tenants,  the  ex- 
penditure, etc.,  on  witness’s  home  farm  having  been 
incurred  by  her  predecessors  ; no  one  had  been  evicted 
from  this  land,  and  the  one  tenant  who  was  removed 
had  three  other  holdings- ; people  -had  died  off  because 
of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  and  said  they  must 
either  go  into  the  workhouse  or  emigrate,  52883-5.— 
There  was  no  rundale,  the  land  having  been  carefully 
striped  by  the  Blakes  years  before,  sometimes  they 
had  not  succeeded  in  their  frequent  attempts  to  induce 
a tenant  to  take  perhaps  two  stripes  instead  of  one, 
and  both  tenants  and  estate-managers  had  said  it  was 
hard  to  get  people  to  take  land  because  of  the  de- 
pressing effect  of  the  F amine ; the  landlord  wanted 
tenants,  and  people  needing  work  were  given  it  on 
the  land ; £2,000  had  been  spent  cropping  the  land, 
and  as  it  did  not  pay  to  till  it  all,  it  was  put  down 
m grass,  now  the  best  for  the  country,  52892,  52956-7. 
—Witness  had  borrowed  £1,300  from  the  Board  of 
Works  and  had  probably  spent  £900  on  the  land— 
£130  on  another  part  of  the  estate ; she  did  not  have 
to  pay  interest  on  the  money  not  used,  52953-6. 

Cultivation  of  Witness’s  Home  Farm. 

Witness’s  home  farm,  bought  solely  for  business 
reasons  in  1896  with  the  help  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, was  247  acres,  and  adjoined  a very  small1 
demesne;  they  had  oats  or  potatoes,  or  the  land  was 
grazed,  sometimes  it  was  let  to  respectable  graziers, 
otten  local  jobbers,  her  son’s  tenants,  who  had  nothing 
else,  except  perhaps  a six-acre  holding,  e.g.,  Peter 
Nee,  whose  father  and  grandfather  had  been  cattle 
dealers,  and  witness  strongly  objected  to  sell  even  for 
a sum  giving  her  her  income,  both  in  her  own  interest 
and  in  that  of  these  respectable  people  dependent  upon 
grass  and  mountain  lands  ; she  did  not  at  all  approve 
of  compulsory  powers  in  any  case,  52875,  52881,  52886- 
92,  52899a-911.  ’ 


Size,  etc.,  of  Holdings  on  Renvyle  Estate. 
The  distribution  of  land  on  the  Renvyle  Estate  was- 
very  good,  it  was  all  tenanted  and  mostly  worked  by 
spade ; some  holdings  were  thirteen,  some  fifteen ; 
one  was  100  acres,  52893,  52893a.— There  were  a great 
many  small  holders  with  four  or  five  acres  who  were 
able  to  rear  families,  sometimes  of  fourteen  or  fifteen ; 
before  the  Famine  a great  herring  fishery  at  Renvyle- 
had  employed  300  boats,  but  since  then  a great  many 
people  had  emigrated ; they  did  not  do  as  much  a~ 
ey  might  with  their  land,  being  sometimes  un- 
willing to  put  down  a full  crop  ; they  were  very 
llaPP7.  and  some  would  not  at  all  like  to  move,  but  if 
any  cared  to  migrate  and  there  was  land  elsewhere, 
well  and  good,  there  was  no  land  for  distribution- 

here,  52804-91a. 
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BLAKE,  Mrs. — continued. 


CULLINANE,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 


Mountain  Land  unfit  foe  Dividing. 

Some  mountain  land  in  the  return  was  quite  unfit  for 
dividing ; people  paid  for  grazing  sheep  on  it,  as  it 
would  not  do  to  make  it  commonage ; witness  was 
tenant-proprietor  of  a mountain  and  had  bought  cer- 
tain bogs,  owning  considerably  over  600  acres,  52893a- 
8a. — Witness  had  only  three  tenants  who  had  been  on 
the  lot  she  bought ; she  sometimes  took  in  grazing 
from  the. tenants  about,  and  had  vainly  urged  them  all 
to  join  in  taking  the  land,  where  they  should  have 
the  sole  right  of  grazing,  52952-3. 

Kelp  Industry. 

The  small  holders  round  witness’s  farm  made  money 
by  fishing  and  kelp  ; the  latter  had  not  done  well  this 
year,  because,  though  repeatedly  warned  and  lately 
threatened  by  the  agent,  the  people  put  sand  into  it, 
and  consequently  received1 * * *  less  for  it,  52898,  52912-3. 
— The  price  per  ton  varied  according  to  quality  ; for 
a time  witness  had  had  a royalty  of  one-third,  then 
.at  the  agent’s  request  had  settled  on  a fixed  sum  ; he, 
as  kelp-agent,  had  proposed  10s.,  but  had'  approved  of 
witness’s  insistence  on  12s.  6 d.,  because  of  the  high 
price  she  had  paid,  52914-18,  52924-5,  52943-9.— The 
question  of  getting  a royalty  depended  on  what  terms 
the  land  was  owned  ; the  weed  belonged  to  the  land  ; 
Colonel  Nolan  had  fought  that  out  in  the  Land 
Courts ; he  and;  witness  believed  certain  other  in- 
cluded seaweed  in  the  value  of  the  land,  but  others, 
e.g.,  Lord  Sligo  and  witness,  kept  the  two  values  dis- 
tinct ; Renvyle  weed  was  particularly  good  and  very 
valuable,  52938-42. — If  the  price  of  kelp  went  down 
people  would  not  make  it,  but  witness  thought  she 
could  sell  it  for  manure  elsewhere,  52951. — Witness 
supplied  spread-ground  for  the  kelp,  both  on  land  in 
her  own  hands/  and  on  that  let  to  graziers  ; it  was  a 
loss,  especially  to  the  graziers,  but  they  took  the  land 
■on  those  terms  and  she  had  the  royalty  ; the  kelpers 
paid  no  rent  for  the  spread-ground,  52918-23. — They 
■did  not  pay  for  the  weed,  except  Is.  a year  for  that 
on  certain  rocks  owned  by  witness,  Is.  for  weed  for 
manure,  of  which  they  might  have  any  amount,  and  a 
little  for  black  weed,  52926-35. — They  only  burned  weed 
washed  in  by  the  sea,  but  might  have  made  a fortune 
had  they  troubled  to  use  the  boats  witness  had  made 
them  for  cutting  the  best  weed,  when  kelp  had  been 
up  to  £7  a ton,  52936-7. 

Document  -put  in  by  Mrs.  Blake.  '£ 
Notes  on  Conditions  or  Life  in  Renvyle,  . . 275 


CLOHERTY,  Mr.  JOSEPH. 


The  Credit  System  i 


i Poverty  in  Roundstone. 


The  people  of  Roundstone  were  gradually  falling 
into  debt ; their  poverty  made  the  credit  system  a 
necessity;  witness  might  refuse  to  increase  a man’s 
credit,  but  might  yield  to  some  extent  to  tide  him  over 
a hard  time ; there  was  no  fixed  limit  to  the  credit 
given,  for  the  people  paid  when  they  could,  52962-8.— 
Some  years  they  were  more  in  debt  than  others ; this 
year  had  been  bad,  the  fishing  had  failed,  and  there 
was  no  employment;  apparently  more  money  had 
been  in  circulation  ten  years  ago ; the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  and  the  fishing  seemed  to  have  had 
rather  a paralysing  effect,  because  the  latter  had  been 
disappointing,  52968-3. — There  was  a lace  class  at 
Roundstone,  but  the  factory  children  were  very  young, 
and  the  skilful  ones  went  to  America  ; emigration 

ooS * * * * *nnnCre?,s^11®’  ^2974-7. — Witness’s  turnover  was  about 

±-4,000 ; _ he  did  not  think  there  was  as  much  owed 
to  him  m the  district;  there  were  five  or  six  other 
provision  merchants  in  more  or  less  the  same  position 

mostiy  less  well-off,  52978-83. -People  did  not  pay 
oeMs  in  kind,  witness  had  always  paid  them  cash 

tor  oats,  eggs,  etc.,  52984-9.— Witness  received  £200 

irg“  emiSrants  to  pay  debts  of  parents  at 

‘■<>me,  and  the  sum  scarcely  varied,  52960-1,  52990-2. 

The  waterworks  scheme  was  fairly  successful,  52993. 

Witness  had  got  a big  boat  built  under  the  Board’s 
KnT’  another  one  to  employ  local  fishermen  ; 

n!id  LTi  h®?1  *?olly  successful,  but  had  always 
paid  instalments  when  due,  52994-7. 


Compulsory  Purchase  of  Berridge  Estate 

ADVOCATED. 

In  witness’s  locality  four  very  small  estates  bordered 
on  Mr.  Berridge’s  big  estate,  and  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  should  acquire  this  last  by  compulsory 
purchase,  as  there  was  no  room  on  the  smaller  pro- 
perties to  improve  the  tenants’  condition,  while  much 
might  be  done  on  all  five  treated  as  one ; three  or 
four  other  estates  were  privileged  to  share  commonage 
on  the  Berridge  Estate,  but  this  should  be  theirs  by 
right,  52998-300a,  53045. — It  would  be  better  if  all 
Roundstone,  better  still  if  all  Connemara  were  bought 
and  treated  as  one  estate,  royalties,  game  and  fishing 
rights  to  be  vested  on  behalf  of  the  tenants  in  their 
elected  trustees,  or  these  might  be  partly  nominated  ; 
there  were  valuable  salmon  fisheries  in  the  hands  of 
landlords,  53001,  53044. 

Enlargement  of  Holdings  practically  useless 
owing  to  Poverty  of  the  Land. — Migration  only 

ADVOCATED  TO  A LIMITED  EXTENT. 


In  Murvey,  on  the  Hallam  Estate,  the  smallest 
holdings  were  a little  less  than  four  acres,  rent,  £2 
odd ; witness  held  29  acres,  of  which  the  second  judi- 
cial rent  was  £1  12s.,  of  a wild  kind  of  bog,  and  it 
would  not  greatly  improve  a tenant’s  condition  to 
give  him  more  land  of  the  same  sort ; to  some  extent 
he  would  be  worse  off,  for  a plough  was  useless,  and 
the  scarcity  of  labour  would  prevent  a large  tract 
being  tilled  by  spade,  53002-8.— Much  might  be  done 
perhaps  in  the  way  of  migration  to  other  parts  of  the 
coast,  but  people  should  not  be  taken  from  the  sea 
altogether  on  account  of  the  fisheries,  53009-11. 

Possibilities  of  developing  Fisheries. — A Com- 
bination of  Share  and  Loan  Systems  advocated. 


There  were  great  possibilities  in  South  Connemara, 
and  the  deep-sea  fishing  was  the  most  important  asset, 
53011-2. — All  the  Roundstone  boats  had  been  taken 
on  the  loan  system  ; witness  had  agreed  to  pay  half- 
yearly  instalments  of  £30  for  one,  just  to  start  the 
enterprise,  but  though  he  had  paid  the  boat’s  entire 
earnings  for  four  years,  there  was  still  a balance 
owing,  which  the  Board  had  kindly  forgiven  when  he 
had  to  give  up  the  boat ; he  had  been  responsible  for 
keeping  the  boat  manned,  while  the  Board  had  sup- 
plied an  instructor  for  two  or  three  years ; seeing 
boats  were  unable  to  earn  enough  to  pay  instalments 
on  the  eight  years  loan  system,  men  were  afraid  to 
go  security,  although  the  Board  dealt  leniently  when 
there  were  bad  seasons,  53012-9.-- -The  individual 
members  of  the  crew  had  generally  been  well  paid, 
but  the  owner  was  not,  yet  boat  and  gear  were  better 
looked  after  if  one  man  were  directly  responsible ; 
witness’s  failure  had  not  been  due  to  his  inability  to 
go  out  with  his  boat.,  because  he  had  had  an  excellent 
instructor,  and  he  had  seen  boats  worked  as  conscien- 
tiously in  the  absence,  as  in  the  presence,  of  their 
owner ; the  transfer  of  the  security  for  the  loan  to  an 
actual  fisherman  would,  however,  help  matters  to 
some  extent,  as  the  Board  could  not  supply  instructors 
for  an  indefinite  period,  and  the  actual  fisherman 
would  be  free  to  take  his  boat  to  places  where  the  most 
trustworthy  skipper  would  not  like  to  send  her,  53020- 
J-  Witness,  unlike  Father  Gleeson,  .approved  of  the 
loan  system,  a boat  being  “ leased  ” by  one  man  from 
the  Board,  but  he  thought  instalments  should  be  paid 
as  far  as  possible  on  the  share  system,  much  like  that 
prevailing  at  Cleggan,  i.e.,  the  payments  not  being 
fixed  by  the  year,  but  varying  with  the  catch  ; then 
the  owner,  if  he  were  doing  his  best,  would  be  re- 
lieved of  anxiety  in  bad  years ; Roundstone  boats  were 
larger  than  Cleggan  ones,  and  cost  from  about  £500, 
with  gear,  53028-37. — There  was  any  amount  of  coarse 
fishing  off  the  land,  but  that  had  not  paid  so  well ; 
they  had  got  long  lines  for  deep-sea  fishing,  which  was 
hard  on  the  sails ; with  care  sails  might  last  five 
years,  but  could  not  last  more  than  three  with  deep- 
sea  fishing  ; the  intructor  had  failed,  though  doing 
“is  best  for  an  individual  boat,  but  the  fishermen 
themselves  were  now  learning  to  manage  better; 
past  failure  had  been  due  to  their  absolute  ignorance, 
but  with  their  eight  or  ten  years’  experience  they 
could  now  fish  anywhere  off  Connemara  without  an 
instructor,  53038-43. 
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Technical  School  for  Cooperage,  etc.,  needed. 

They  had  not  succeeded  in  getting  a technical  school 
for  cooperage,  etc.,  in  Roundstone,  and  there  were  no 
industries ; there  were  many  little  things  which,  if 
combined,  would  keep  the  people  materially,  53044. 

M‘ ANDREW,  Rev.  B. 


Depopulation  due  to  Famine  and  Evictions — 
Compulsory  Purchase  Advocated. 

Letterfrack,  formerly  densely  populated,  was  now, 
Owing  to  the  Famine  and  evictions,  in  a state  of 
desolation ; valuation  of  holdings  varied  from  15s. 
to  18s.  and  30s.,  so  that  people  could  not  live  by  the 
land ; there  had  once  been  seventy  tenants  on  the 
Prior  Estate,  now  there  were  two ; the  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  sent  someone  to  value  it,  but 
Mrs.  Tulloch,  though  rich  and  owning  400  or  500 
acres,  discovered  what  the  Board  had  offered,  and 
outbid  them,  and  obtained  the  property  without  their 
knowledge ; there  were  about  1,030  acres,  all  arable, 
adjoining  the  Twining  Estate,  between  Cleggan  and 
Ballinakill,  and  it  was  a wilderness  with  signs  of 
previous  cultivation  everywhere,  53046-52. — This 
should  be  acquired  and  re-divided ; also  the  Thomp- 
son Estate  of  1,400  acres  towards  Leenane,  all  arable  ; 
the  eighty  tenants  who  had  once  lived  there  had  died 
of  starvation ; they  had  been  evicted,  having  no 
fixity  of  tenure;  the  Cleggan  property  too  was  un- 
occupied, 53053-5. 


Re-tilling  of  Land  Advocated. 

There  were  5,000  acres  of  fine  arable  land,  from 
the  road  near  Leenane  (about  Bunowen  on  the  Thomp- 
son Estate)  sloping  down  to  the  rivers  ; this  land 
had  been  under  cultivation,  as  could  be  seen  by  the 
hillsides  along  Killery  Bay,  and  should  be  re-tilled, 
especially  now,  when  there  was  competition  with 
foreign  cattle;  there  would  not  be  any  difficulty  in 
getting  the  people  to  till  their  own  land ; their 
industry  had  made  the  grass  lands  what  they  were, 
53092-7.  J 


Migration  only  necessary  to  a very  Limited 
Extent. 

Witness  was  sure  people  would  migrate,  for  in 
the  time  of  Mr.  Micks  some  had  been  removed  to  a 
small  property  from  a remote  part  of  the  parish, 
and  there  had  been  great  eagerness  to  obtain  hold- 
ings; there  was  no  need  to  migrate  any  distance, 
as  there  was  plenty  of  room  to  give  everyone 
economic  holdings  in  the  parish  if  the  untenanted 
lands  were  acquired,  53092. 


Roads  needed — Refusal  of  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  do  the  work  required. 

Witness  had  asked  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
to  join  the  two  important  roads  running  towards 
Loughnahihan  m his  parish,  and  so  connect  North 
and  faouth  Connemara ; the  roads  were  probably 
relief  works  originally,  and  had  been  extended  in 
that  way  by  two  miles  during  the  last  twelve  years, 
but  the  Board  would  not  finish  the  remaining  mile 
and  a half ; witness  had  been  asked  if  the  Grand 
Jury  would  pay  half  the  cost  and  keep  the  road  in 
repair,  and  they  had  ridiculed  the  idea;  it  wa« 
equally  hard  now  to  induce  the  County  Council  to 
contribute  to  public  works ; the  probable  cost  would 
be  about  £500,  53056-63,  53068-70.— There  were  uo 
to?*?1®  *>' complain  that  the  district  was  not 
scheduled,  but  though  untenanted,  its  poverty  and 
of!^,he,dness  ,sk?uld  be  sufficient  reason  for  the 
S.  therei  Wltness  had  asked  the  Board 

to  make  another  most  necessary  road  on  the  Renvyle 
w’uch  people  had  to  reach  By  sea  7in 
canoes  to  bring  m their  meal,  &c. ; these  were  divided 
on  the  rocks  and  earned  up  the  cliffs ; the  Board’s 
engineer,  Mr  Oliver,  had  ■ reported  there  were  no 
engineering  difficulties,  but  the  Board  had  written 
they  would  not  make  more  roads  unless  a few  of  the 
were^Yam0  to  866  W'13t  was  to  be  donl;  they 
javo  co™e  « few  days,  but  about  twelve 
RSTi  ’j  the,  Local  Government  Board  had 
supplied  the  funds  through  Sir  Henry  Robinson 
who  knew  the  place  well,  53U69  ^ ttomnson, 


Unrepresentative  Character  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board. 

All  Connemara,  including  witness’s  parish,  should 
be  represented  on  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and 
by  more  than  one  person,  because  members  ’ were 
needed  with  a practical  knowledge  of  the  country 
class  of  land,  means  of  living,  and  the  people’s  wants 
generally ; it  would  be  very  advantageous  if  sitting 
were  sometimes  held  in  the  district,  53071-5.  8 

Suggested  Improvement  in  the  Working  of 
Parish  Committees. 

The  Parish  Committee,  with  £100  grant,  i.e.  £50 
for  each  district,  alone  worked  satisfactorily;  there 
were  no  practical  difficulties  ; but  the  houses  were 
very  bad,  and  they  were  trying  to  get  out-houses 
built;  the  people  who  most  needed  grants  were  too 
poor  to  use  them  ; the  £7  valuation  limit  should 
be  altered  to  £10,  as  some  houses  over  £7  were 
worse  than  those  below  the  limit ; the  rule  of  not 
giving  money  before  completion  of  work  kept  those 
from  working  who  most  needed  the  improvements; 
mason’s  labour,  &c.,  ii’on  fur  roofs,  should  be  paid 
for  as  it  was  required,  53076-87. 

The  Revival  of  Basket-making  Advocated. 

A basket  industry,  the  private  speculation  of  an 
English  lady,  had  worked  for  some  years  till  she 
had  gone  away  for  reasons  of  health ; the  Board, 
thanks  to  her,  had  subsidised  it  for  two  years,  and 
then  left  it  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a Birmingham 
basket-maker ; he  had  put  his  son-in-law  in  charge 
and  allowed  him  £150  a year,  whereas  £1  a week 
would  have  been  enough,  and  the  thing  had  failed 
under  his  management  ; witness  thought  the  place 
most  suitable  for  basket-making,  but  the  Board, 
thinking  otherwise,  had  withdrawn  support ; osiers 
grew  luxuriantly  but  were  uncared  for ; witness 
thought  the  industry  a possible  one  for  the  West  of 
Ireland,  as  Miss  Sturge  had  made  it  pay,  though 
importing  osiers  from  England,  53088-91. 


M'HUGH,  Rev.  MICHAEL. 

Some  Particulars  of  Carna  Parish.  ■ 

Witness  was  parish  priest  of  Carna,  and  had  been 
nominated  by  the  District  Council  and  by  the  Arch- 
bishop, 53099-100. — Carna . was  in  three  electoral 
divisions,  -namely,  Scarriff,  Rnockboy,  and  Owen- 
gowla ; the  union  was  Clifden,  53320-21.  Carna 
parish  contained  about  300  families,  the  heads 
of  which  were  all  tenant-  farmers ; only  about 
10  per  cent,  of  the  holdings  were  economic,  53100-1. 
' Congested  Districts  Board  had  purchased  an  estate 
m this  district,  53102-3. — The  tenants  had  purchased 
the  holdings  and  lived  by  fishing  and  kelp-making,, 
ro'mn  partly  also  on  American  cheques ; about 
*2,500  had  reached  the  parish  from  America  within 
twelve  months,  53104.— The  land  in  Carna  should 
be  bought,  because  though  the  holdings  were  inade- 
quate, Board  could  make  improvements  by  building 
new  houses  and  making  roads  to  the  sea  and  to  the 
lulls  where  stock  were  kept,  53319.— Unless  employ- 
SSi*  ,7ere.  provided  migration  must  take  place, 
ol-  A certain  number  of  the  people  would  be 
Willing  to  migrate  immediately,  and  others  would 
lollow  if  satisfied  that  doing  so  would  improve  their 
condition,  53332. — The  better-ofi  parishioners  should 
be  migrated  finst  and  their  lands  given  to  the  poorer 
ones,  53333-4.— The  fact  that  86  per  cent,  of  the 
holdings  m the  three  divisions  were  under  £4  was 
partly  the  result  of  sub-division,  53361-2.— The 
tendency  to  sub-divide  was  decreasing,  as  the  people 
were  alive  to  its  evils,  53363-6.— When  the  Board 
purchased  property  in  the  neighbourhood  they  had 
enlarged  some  holdings,  53484-5.— There  was  no  more 
land  available  for  enlargement  except  some  moun- 
tain larms ; there  was  a cattle’  tract  along  the  shore 
on  which  cattle  could  live  part  of  the  year,  but  they 
die  if  not  given  a month  or  two  on  the  hills, 
l l an^  mountain  land  were  available  it 
should  be  given  to  the  tenants  as  commonage,  but 
land  of  fair  quality  would  he  best  utilised  to  en- 
large holdings  and  grow  crops,  53487-8.— Even  if  it 
were  used  as  commonage  there  would  not  be  enough 
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M'HUGH,  Rev.  MICHAEL — continued. 

land  to  provide  all  tenants  with  grazing,  53489-92. — 
The  mountain  land  should  be  divided  into  stripes, 
one  for  each  village,  everybody  in  a townland  having 
a certain  right  as  far  as  the  land  would  go,  ana 
those  to  whom  the  land  was  most  convenient  having 
the  first  claim,  53493-8. — Board  would  not  give  a 
new  house  to  a tenant  unless  the  tenant  had  moved 
to  a new  holding ; some  of  the  dwelling-houses  were 
in  a wretched  condition,  53498-501. — Board  offered  a 
grant  of  £10  • for  improving  the  old  houses,  but  the 
people  were  too  poor  to  make  use  of  it,  53502-3. — A 
loan  of  £10  could  be  obtained  in  addition,  53504-5. — 
When  lands  in  Carna  parish  had  been  sold  to  ten- 
ants the  latter’s  condition  had  somewhat  improved 
partly  as  a result  of  the  reduction,  partly  owing  to 
the  sense  of  ownership,  53506-8,  53518. — The  amalga- 
mation of  three  holdings  into  one  would  be  a great 
advantage ; one  tenant  could  work  three  holdings 
of  the  size  usual  in  Carna,  53509-14. — Spraying  was 
done  generally  on  the  estate  Board  had  dealt  with 
and  most  successfully  by  machine,  53519-22. 

Parish  Committee  of  Carna. 

Carna  Parish  Committee  was  working  well,  and 
had  a grant  of  £100  a year ; many  parishioners  were 
too  poor  to  avail  themselves  of  the  grant,  53322-4. — 
Committee  was  empowered  to  make  grants  for  iron 
roofs  which  only  amounted  to  half  the  price  of  the 
roofs;  it  would  be  well  if  they  could  grant  the  full 
price  of  the  iron ; stone  and  everything  else  the 
people  could  supply  themselves,  53325,  53327. — Board 
had  offered  to  supply  the  iron  at  a cheaper  rate  than 
Committee  could  obtain,  but  this  system  needed  de- 
velopment, 53326.— Committee  gave  grants  up  to  £5 
for  building,  new  dwelling-houses,  and  the  old  ones 
were  utilised  for  cattle,  53355-6. — These  grants  were 
only  allowed  to  actual  tenants  and  did  not  encourage 
sub-division  of  land,  53337-9. — Committee  gave 
assistance  to  construct  windows,  &c.,  53340. — An- 
other five  years  would'  probably  suffice  to  effect  all 
necessary  improvements  of  this  kind,  but  all  that 
time  there  would  be  some  tenants  unable  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  grant,  53342. — Committee  had  received 
their  £100  grant  during  the  past  four  or  five  years, 
53341. — It  was  as  large  a grant  as  Committee  could 
utilise,  53359-60. — Committee  did  not  always  adhere 
to  tHe  rule  that  grants  could  not  be  given  till  work 
was  completed,  53343. — Grants  could  not  be  given 
•where  valuation  was  over  £7,  but  almost  all  valua- 
tions in  Carna  were  under  £7,  53344-5. — Committee 
had  done  a little  road-making,  53346. — Improvements 
carried  out  with  Committee's  assistance  should  be 
maintained  by  tenants,  53471-2.— Board’s  inspectors 
sTiould  visit  the  holdings,  and  should  have  power  to . 
prosecute  if  improvements  were  not  kept  up,  53473-5, 
53478-80,  53482. — In  most  cases  tenants  would  be  able 
to  pay  cost  of  repairs,  53477. — If  after  a manure 
heap  had  been  removed  by  Committee,  and  an  out- 
house built,  the  practice  of  keeping  cattle  in  the 
house  were  reverted  to,  the  sanitary  law  should  be 
put  in  operation,  53481. — Distribution  of  vegetable 
seed  by  Committee  would  be  useful  in  Carna  parish, 
53347,  53353-4. — Agricultural  Board  had  lately  done 
something  of  the  sort,  and  had  sent  an  instructor 
who  lived  at  Carna,  53347-50. — The  seed  should  be 
distributed  at  a reduced  price,  the  induction  being 
regarded  as  an  educational  contribution,  53355-7. 

Emigration. 

Within  the  twelve  months  preceding  September, 
1907,  eighty  young  people  had  emigrated  from  Carna 
parish,  53366. — In  the  same  period  thirty-eight  emi- 
grants had  returned,  and  fourteen  of  those  who  re- 
turned went  back  again,  53367. — Those  who  returned 
intended  to  settle  down  and  marry,  but  some,  failing 
to  do  so,  went  back,  53368,  53370. — The  returning  emi- 
grants brought  money,  53369. — Some  of  the  returned 
were  girls,  who  married,  and  some  were  men  who 
bought  holdings,  53371. — The  girls  brought  £50  to 
£200  with  them,  and  when  they  married  put  this 
additional  capital  into  the  holding  which  was  gene- 
rally a purchased  one ; improvements  would  be  made 
about  the  house,  and  stock  bought,  53399,  53404-7.— 
If  all  the  money  could  not  usefully  be  so  employed 
the  balance  was  placed  in  the  bank,  53408.— There 
were  no  agricultural  banks  at  Carna,  53409,10. 
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Lace-making,  and  its  Relation  to  Emigration. 

The  lace-making  industry  was  hampered  by  all  the 
girls  going  to  America,  53373-5. — There  was  always 
a fresh  supply  of  learners  for  the  lace  class,  53375-6. 
— The  class  had  been  established  about  seven  years, 
53377. — By  hard  work  lace  workers  could  earn  10s. 
a week,  53378. — Girls  would  not  stay  at  home,  be- 
cause while  they  did  so  their  parents  got  all  their 
earnings  in  accordance  with  Irish  custom,  53379-80, 
53387. — Girls  showed  a greater  tendency  to  go  than 
men,  because  girls  did  better  in  America  than  boys, 
and  saved  more,  53380. — To  avoid  the  parents  taking 
the  earnings,  the  money  might  be  stopped',  and  a 
savings  bank  established ; witness  thought  this  plan 
had  been  tried  by  the  nuns  without  much  success, 
53383. — It  was  a method  that  might  be  resented, 
53386. — At  present  the  money  earned  was  paid 
through  the  agency  of  the  instructress,  53384. — Lace- 
making tended  rather  to  check  than  encourage  emi- 
gration, 53430. — At  present  girls  generally  waited  to 
emigrate)  till  they  could  get  their  passages  paid1, 
53388. — If  the  money  they  earned  were  accumulated1 
in  a bank  it  might  not  necessarily  be  employed  to 
buy  a passage,  but  might  serve  as  a dowry,  53390. — 
The  eighty  emigrants  referred  to  included  several 
families,  and  of  the  remainder  two-thirds  were  girls, 
53396-7. — The  remittances  sent  home  probably  came 
mostly  from  girls,  53398. 

School  Attendance. 

There  were  ten  schools  in  the  parish  of  Carna,  the 
attendance  of  which  was  60  per  cent.,  or  less,  of  the 
number  on  the  rolls,  53411-7. — Bad  attendance  was 
attributable  to  the  illiteracy  of  parents  who  could 
not  appreciate  education,  and  to  the  need  for  the 
children  on  the  holdings,  many  of  which  were  in 
rundale,  so  that  the  cattle  needed  watching ; Board 
had  effected  improvement  by  dividing  the  holdings 
into  squares,  and  school  attendance  had  since  in- 
creased, 53418-9. — None  of  the  children  had  far  to 
go  to  school,  53420-1. 

Food  of  School  Children. 

The  provision  of  food  for  the  school  children  would 
be  a good  thing,  as  they  had  nothing  to  eat  from  their 
arrival  in  the  morning  till  their  return  home  at 
five  o’clock,  53422. — There  was  little  milk  in  the 
district,  and  many  of  the  children  had  none  during 
winter,  53457-62. — Potatoes  and  fish,  as  well  as  bread 
and  tea,  were  their  food,  53463-5. — They  never  had 
oatmeal  porridge,  but  sometimes  ate  Indian  meal 
porridge,  53466. — The  oats  grown  were  sold  to  shop- 
keepers, 53467. — Long  ago  porridge  was  given,  and 
then  there  were  mills  to  grind  oats,  53468. — Instruc- 
tion in  agriculture  and  other  industries  would  be 
better  than  instruction  in  the  higher  standards  at 
the  National  schools,  53423-5. — Such  instruction  in 
practical  matters  had  formerly  been  given,  but  never 
efficiently,  53426-7. — Emigration  was  not  more  com- 
mon among  illiterate  than  other  boys  and  girls ; all 
wished  to  emigrate,  53428. 

Domestic  Economy  Instruction. 

Domestic  economy  classes  had  been  held  in  Cama 
with  good  results,  53432-3. — Instruction  in  domestic 
economy  did  not  stimulate  emigration  by  enabling 
girls  to  earn  better  wages,  53434. — Instruction  in 
cooking  the  vegetables  to  be  raised  from  the  seed 
distributed  had  not  yet  been  given ; distribution 
was  only  begun  in  the  spring  of  1907,  53435-41. — 
The  prevailing  diet  was  potatoes,  bread,  and  fish  ; 
a few  cabbages  were  used,  53442,  53445. — Girls  had 
been  taught  to  cook  potatoes  and  plain  dishes  such 
as  herring  or  lobster,  53444,  53446. — Since  the  in- 
struction in  domestic  economy  better  bread  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  houses,  and  the  houses  were  better  kept-, 
53447-50. — Housekeeping  and  keeping  a house  in 
order,  as  well  ns  washing  and  ironing,  were  taught  at 
domestic  economy  classes,  53451-3. 

Nurses. 

There,  war?  a nurse  in  this  district,  53515. — The 
influence  of  nurses  was  elevating  and  humanising, 
and  the  appointment  of  nurses  was  an  important 
element  in  improvement  of  the  people;  53516-7. 
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Fishing  in  Carna.  Parish. 

Fishing  was  not  a success,  though  the  people  were 
anxious  to  do  that  or  anything  else  to  make  money ; 
mackerel  and  lobster  were  the  only  fish  caught,  and 
the  mackerel  season  only  lasted  two  or  three  months 
in  spring,  53104-5,  53115,  53121-3,  53142.— The  want 
of  a curing  station  alone  prevented  fishing  in  autumn 
and  winter,  or  rather  in  September  and  October, 
53106,  53116,  53237-80,  53247-51. — Such  a station 
would  create  a market  for  fish  caught  in  autumn, 
53252.— Autumn  fishing  could  only  be  carried  on  from 
small  boats  as  the  mackerel  came  inshore  in  autumn, 
53107-8,  53236. — If  Carna  fishermen  exploited  the 
same  grounds  as  Arran  fishermen,  the  bad  weather 
would  often  prevent  their  going  to  fish,  and  would 
keep  them  imprisoned  in  their  large  boats,  53114.— 
During  spring  it  would  be  possible  to  exploit  these 
Awan  fishing  grounds,  53116.— In  Boffin,  where  there 
was  a very  successful  fishing,  only  small  boats  were 
used,  but  there  the  fishing  was  almost  entirely  the 
inshore  autumn  fishing,  53118-20,  53133.— The  estab- 
lishment of  a curing  station  had  been  the  starting 
B22!£  / development  in  Arran  and  Boffin, 

53123-4,  53126.— Witness  thought  the  curing  stations 
S.  established  by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
53125-6.— Witness  had  lived  seven  years  in  Boffin, 
and  had  heard  no  complaints,  from  Boffin  fishermen 
competition  kept  prices  of  fish  do™, 
53126-8.— The  rocks  and  islands  about  Carna  would 
not  militate  .against  fishery  development ; during 
the  autumn  fishing  the  fishermen  would  go  out  in  the 
small  boats  m the  evening  to  set  their  nets,  return 
home  at  night  and  in  the  morning  go  back  to  take 
^ 53109>  53130-2.— In  the  spring  fishing  the 

™e"dld710b  come  ashore  after  the  nets  were  cast, 
^,iiTTheffa^g.ate  oi  these  small  boats 

nSatf  WSae?t1f°  “ake  a curi"g  station  at  Carna 
profitable  , the  bulk  of  the  fishing  in  Carna  parish 
on  f.rom  the  small  boats,  53129,  53133, 
riW  i T<-le  peoplj?  ,u.sin2  small  boats  used  them  ex- 

£T  Lf0r  n fi«shl!lg’  c53225.-Most  of  the  Carna 
boats  were  small  boats,  53233.— No  steps  had  been 

53242  6 Kt7ofnfbrUCt<>1T,  f nets  for  Ps,naU  boats, 
oo^-b.— Most  of  the  small  boats  were  built  on  the 

'S  ^ is&s-a  sr 

— °n  th‘S  part  ot  tho  «>“*.  63131 

vaasa 

inshore  autumn  fishing,  53139-an  — i * 

Eft?  mari^Vi83^  ft  ft  dur^2  Ua£ 

mg  was  mainly  mackerel,  53159-62  — lrani®®^' 

53202-3.— They1  were "acouired 1 ?she**™**K 

gested  Districts  Con- 

money  with  these  ho. -.4  h„+  , e me,n  earned  some 

ing,  53206ai53219^-fBoth1Cl  n°n  the  Ashore  fish- 
bASfta  the  7mau\Z  « boats 

nets,  53220,  53234.— Both  SrS  ft,  **  S?pplied  with 
built  very  well  at  Mweenislf  53228 ft  1 rft  we“ 
bad  at  first  been  nlaced  in  +n,  , 22°-31-  Instructors 
service,  had  rince  £,  'f^.lmats,  but  their 

consequent  diminution  ‘fP?f  sed  with  without  any 
There  was  stK  dS,»d  for^  k 63239-41- 

-In  Galway  Bay  steam  t n ? larger  boats,  53258. 
boats,  53261  -The  Mg  LS  at “"-PoloS  with  the 
for  trawling,  but  .To  wei»  hot  used 

53262-5. — Long  line  filhL  “ m<1  Il9™ng, 

from  small  boats,  53266— ihew’taj"9.  lo  be,  *>M 
transit  at  Carna:  hookers  iS ri  ot  muoh 
and  flour  from  Galway,  53224-7  If-it""8  ?Jt\meaI 
advantage  to  have  a resident  <“  "> 

intend  the  fishing  of  Carna  • *Tr  “Pa- 
not  be  necessary  for  him  to’  do  + tn‘ie  if  would 
to  the  parish," h’  Wt°le  «”>6 

isftaw  “ Sis  irs 
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Transit  for  Fresh  Fish. 

Fishing  for  ling,  cod,  skate,  conger,  plaice  aivj 
sole  could  be  made  a success  if  quick  transit  for  tfc! 
fresh  fish  were  provided,  53169-71.— There  were 
railways  but  fairly  good  roads,  53167-8— Beces,  w“ 
the  nearest  point  of  railway  communication  53170 
The  steamer  from  Arran  formerly  touched  at  Ttil 
kerrin,  but  was  of  little  us©  as  she  came  verv  ir 
regularly  53173-6,  53189-90.— The  steamer  to  L of 
use  for  the  fresh  fish  would  have  to  call  remiWlv 
al  least  three  times  a week,  53187,  53196-9  — Amr.t 
service  would  be  preferable,  and  would  overcome 
the  difficulties  in  disposing  of  lobsters,  which  suffer©! 
much  in  being  transported  in  carts  to  Recess  1317,1 
K177-9  53182,  53183-4-Witn.sa  thought  t?e’ CoS 
Council  had  refused  to  give  the  roads  the  reuam 
necessary  before  starting  a motor  service  53192  5 _! 
The  fishermen  only  made  £10  to  £15  per  season  W 
lobsters,  53180-1.— Lobsters  were  caught  along  the 
rough  coast  just  outside,  53182.  E the' 

Kelp. 

Kelp  sold  in  Kilkerrin  amounted  to  about  1 000 
tons  per  year;  about  the  same  quantity  was  snl8 
Cashel,  53267— The  price  i„  1S07  w.T  “‘g^ 
as  at  one  time,  but  as  good  as  it  had  been  within  the 
last  ten  years,  53268.— £4  per  ton  was  the  highest 

price,  but  about  £3  was  the  average,  53269 Taltijw 

°arna  Parish’  ,but  the  whole  district,  about 
±.3,000  a year  was  made  out  of  kelp,  53270.— More 
ft*  people  abandoned  the  present 

wasteful  method  of  burning,  in  which  50  per  cent 
of  the  ingredients  was  lost ; local  works  should  be 
started  for  treating  the  weed  and  extracting  the 

T°Ud  ft  utilise  the  large  quantities 
of  law  material  on  the  spot  and  supply  the  need 
for  employment,  53271,  53274.-The  condition  of  2 
nf^iri  +imal'ket  Precarious,  but  the  kelp  contained 
ft  Wf  US.ed  in  soaP  manufacture,  and 
witness  thought  also  m manufacturing  paper  in 
it+ef'1'13  ’ kel.P  contained  potash  and  algin ; the 
latter  was  , said  to  be  very  valuable  and  was  used 
ftrade,’  ^3278-9.  Kilkerrin  would  be 
hnrniS  te  f°r  a ft,  ^toiy,  with  appliances  for 
triris  #n^PieC°ia0m^ally’  53282-4. — Congested  Dis- 
ror°^h0^deay°-  *°  induce  a private  firm 
k ai  Kllkemn-  53285. — This  firm  should 
the  iv^,?faW«o0|ndml1Ve  emPloyment  in  extracting 

the  products  53286.-The  quantity  of  seaweed  avail- 

S at  a the  works  to  be  carried 

munkstinn10^  rt  53287.  Witness  had  been  in  com- 
nmmcation  with_  a company  who  were  willing  to 
E™;  a‘  Kllkerrin,  53288.— If  the  kelp  manu- 
gfS-T*  d°£e  °n  a co'°Perative  system  more  of 
had  Prfi  t7°Uld  g0  the  workers,  but  the  latter 
1 fl  no  o*Perience,  and  could  not  be  got  to  adopt 

societies 5329c4|7?ut;  tll01‘e  were  110  co-operative 
the  L-  i m ^arna[’  53469. — Under  the  existing  system 
53MP  3 P AWaS  b°,Ught  ^ tbe  ton  after  burning, 
chased!  ’ 13?Qaa3inUleTja11  thafc  was  'b°ugbt  was  pur- 
to  tWk2??4Iu14'“?Uyeii8  aPPHed  a Chemical  test 
stand  avd  P ’ bbey  rejected  what  was  below  a certain 
inferinir  ,.?avc  ® reduced  price  for  what  was  of 
satS  qUahty’  53295-6. — The  people  were  not 
sSS  rS,  1he  *“*’  53298, — Tile  price  of  weed 
??■““  a to  £2  10,.  at  the  end  of  the 
season,  it  was  sometimes  lowered  by  the  buyer  on 
tl«  gconnde  that  kelp  was  pot  np  to  stoLkrd, 
mT °fClal  lnsPector  to  test  kelp  would  be 
53.313  rf  the  b^y®r  would  insist  on  his  own  test, 
officer? VVa*  dlffic.ult  to  test  kelp,  53317. — An 
regarding3*  give  the  public  more  confidence 

n i g^P+nCf’  53318— There  was  only  one  buyer 
formS  f^ft;  witness  believed  the  buyers  had 
was  i mn  ,S°rti  or  syndicate  so  that  there 

SUJKT1*  i3299-  53315-6. -Witness  would  be 

53301  Tire  v f1  t lere  was  °nl.V  one  purchasing  firm, 

9 kelP  was  sent  to  Glasgow ; ten  yews  ago 
in  tire  re1?,  Cfmpany  purchased  kelp  which  they  used 
Year  the  svn^^6  °LglaSS;  afc  the  ««d  of  the  third 
with  Mr.  J,ndlcabe  offered  to  supply  this  company 

53302  Th'  a ckeaper  rate  than  they  could  buy  it, 
cSolS™  Vler  “™”i  glriri,  53303— The  prin- 
but  fdlrer'  ri01  tbe  .syndicate  was  an  iodine  company, 
the  Slreffiol  ?mPanie®  were  connected  with  it  such  as 
do  w fie  i-GluecS,“pany-  which  had  nothing  to 
listed  fvnre^iv0’  53304- — Tbe  kelp-burning  season 

ihe  middle  of  April  to  beginning  of 
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October ; kelp-burning  was  dependent  on  the  weather 
and  varied  with  the  season,  53305-8. — No  royalty  was 
charged  on  the  weed,  but  witness  thought  the  Land 
Commission  added  something  to  the  rent  in  view  of 
the  facilities  for  getting  the  weed,  53309-10. 


WALKER,  Mr.  W.  J.  D. 

See  also  p.  175. 

Lady  Dudley’s  Nursing  Scheme. 

Lady  Dudley’s  Nursing  Fund  was  affiliated  with 
the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Nurses’  Institute,  53523. 
— The  institute  provided  trained  nurses  for  district 
nursing,  but  no  funds  for  their  support ; Lady 
Dudley  organised  a scheme  to  provide  district  nurses 
and  collected  money  to  maintain  them  in  these  poor 
parts  of  Ireland ; in  1907  there  were  fifteen  of  these 
nurses  all  maintained  from  funds  raised  under  Lady 
Dudley’s  scheme ; the  future  development  of  the 
scheme  depended  on  funds  and  for  lack  of  them  many 
applications  for  nurses  had  been  refused,  53524. — 
Nurses  intended  for  district  nursing  received  an 
additional  special  training,  53525. — All  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  done  for  this  scheme  was  in  a 
few  cases  to  give  grants  for  furniture  and  to  build 
houses  at  Annagry  and  Aranmore  in  County  Donegal 
as  well  as  at  Glengariff  in  County  Cork,  and  at 
Caherdaniel  and  Dooks  in  County  Kerry ; a house 
was  being  built  at  Spiddal,  and  another  projected 
for  Belladangan ; rents  for  these  houses  were  paid 
from  Lady  Dudley’s  Fund,  53526,  53542. — 'Witness 
thought  assistance  for  the  nursing  scheme  would  be 
well  within  powers  of  Congested  Districts  Board ; 
the  nurses  saved  many  valuable  lives,  were  efficient 
in  inducing  (die  people  to  adopt  better  sanitary 
methods,  and  had  a humanising  effect  on  the  people  ; 
they  .were  always  well  spoken  of  by  those  among 
whom  they  worked ; £1,500  a year  was  expended.  by 
Lady  Dudley’s  Fund  on  the  nurses,  and  was  raised 
by  outside  subscriptions  collected  by  Lady  Dudley, 
53527. — In  dealing  with  congestion  the  greatest  im- 
portance should  be  attached  to  this  scheme,  which 
should,  therefore,  receive  great  attention  from 
Board,  53529-30. — In  districts  like  that  about  Carna 
nurses’  expenses  were  greater  than  in  a town  owing 
to  the  distance  traversed,  involving  cost  of  convey- 
ances, 53543. — In  towns  local  subscriptions  could  be 
got,  but  Board  might  reasonably  help  where  these 
were  unobtainable ; in  towns  of  5,000  inhabitants 
five  doctors  might  generally  be  found,  while  in 
country  districts  one  dispensary  doctor  might  have 
to  attend  to  8,000  people,  53544-5. — The  nurse  at 
Carna,  Nurse  M‘Coy,  from  her  experience  of  typhus, 
concluded  that  disease  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
originated  from  the  time  the  manure  heaps  near  the 
cottages  were  cleared  away ; at  Dooks,  County  Kerry, 
there  were  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  cases  of  typhus 
in  1906,  and  eighteen  or  nineteen  in  1907 ; the  1907 
cases  had  been  traced  to  a single  case  originating 
in  a house  where'  the  manure  was  cleared  out  from 
close  to  the  door,  53530. — The  fact  that  in  the  vine 
districts  i»  Switzerland  typhus  also  occurred  when 
the  manure  was  put  out  should  be  better  known, 
53531. 

Cottage  Hospitals. 

Cottage  hospitals  would  benefit  such  districts  as 
Carna ; they  had  been  advocated  by  the  Poor  Law 
Commision ; at  present  Carna  fever  patients  had  to  be 
driven  a long  distance  over  the  hills  to  Clifden ; the 
people  would  have  more  confidence  in  an  hospital  on 
the  spot,  53548.— The  chief  objection  to  expressing 
a strong  opinion  as  to  desirability  of  Board’s  con- 
tributing to  an  extension  of  the  nursing  system  and 
the  establishment  of  cottage  hospitals  was  the  in- 
sufficiency of  Board’s  funds,  ancl  the  expense  that 
would  l^e  involved ; the  cottage  hospital  question  con- 
cerned Local  Government  Board,  which  had  considered 
it,  53549. — A poundage  rate  for  medical  charities 
would  have  to  be  very  high  to  be  effective  in  Carna 
as  poor  law  valuation  was  low ; a penny  in  the 
pound  would  produce  about  £10,  53534. 

Lace-making,  and  its  Relation  to  Emigration. 

Tho  lace  class-room  at  Carna  was  erected  by  a 
Manchester  Relief  Committee;  the  success  of  the 
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class  was  checked  by  emigration ; one  year  the  turn- 
over was  £900,  but  the  next  year  emigration  re- 
duced it  to  £400  ; since  the  class-room  was  opened 
no  applicants  had  been  refused  work ; new  girls 
were  constantly  coming  forward ; attendance  might 
be  better ; girls  could  easily  make  8s.  or  10s.  a week, 
53532-6. — This  industry  might  give  permanent  em- 
ployment ; at  Clones  the  married  women  did  a lot  of 
work  at  home,  53536-8. — Attendance  at  lace  classes 
was  purely  voluntary ; classes  had  no  connection 
with  the  educational  system  under  National  Board, 
53539-40. — Thorough  instruction  in  drawing  and 
plain  sewing  at  the  National  schools  would  prepare 
for  lacei  work ; the  Factory  Act  prevented  girls  at- 
tending under  fourteen  years  of  age  unless  they  had 
passed  the  second  stage  of  fifth  standard,  and  were 
over  thirteen  years  old ; teachers  were  instructed  not 
to  take  girls  whose  absence  from  home  would  prevent 
the  younger  children  there  from  going  to  school, 
53541. — In  many  districts  emigration  had  been  re- 
duced in  consequence  of  establishment  of  lace  classes  ; 
Banada  and  Derryparlc  were  instances,  53550. — In  a 
few  cases  girls  who  went  to  America  worked  there 
at  lace,  but  generally  they  entered  domestic  service, 
53551-3. — The  advantage  to  emigrants  of  having 
attended  lace  classes  were  generally  confined  to  the 
results  of  a good  influence,  53552. 

Kelp. 

Witness  had  forwarded  to  Commission  a letter 
from  a gentleman  in  London  suggesting  the  possible 
development  of  a process  for  the  treatment  of  kelp, 
53546-7. 


HAZELL,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Alleged  Carelessness  and  Adulteration  in  Pre- 
paration of  Kelp. 

Witness  lived  at  Cashel,  and  was  kelp  agent  there, 
53555. — The  outlook  for  kelp  was  very  bad  owing  to 
severe  foreign  competition  in  iodine,  which  was  ob- 
tained elsewhere  as  a bye-product- ; in  South  America 
and  Germany  it-  was  got  out  of  the  ground,  53556-8, 
53560. — In  Japan  iodine  was  made  from  seaweed,  as 
in  Ireland,  but  more  cheaply  and  honestly,  53558-9, 
53641. — Japanese  were  more  industrious,  and  burned 
kelp  more  carefully,  53643. — Witness  had  heard  the 
Japanese  could  place  kelp  on  the  English  market 
at  the  same  price  as  the  Irish  kelp  in  spite  of  the 
cost  of  transit,  53643-5. — Kelp  could  be  made  equally 
well  in  Ireland,  and  25  per  cent,  better  than  at 
present,  53642,  53645. — Much  of  the  kelp  was  very 
carelessly  burned,  but  an  alteration  in  the  system 
of  burning  would  effect  no  great  saving,  53584-6, 
53650. — The  bye-products  were  less  valuable  than  ten 
or  fifteen  years  ago,  some  of  them  being  obtainable 
cheaper  elsewhere ; the  iodine  was  the  main  pro- 
duct, 53588,  53662-3. — By  working  honestly  and  keep- 
ing out  sand  and  stones,  and  giving  better  weed, 
burners  could  make  25  per  cent,  better ; if  this  were 
done  witness’s  firm  would  probably  raise  the  price 
15s.  or  £1  per  ton,  53589-91,  53595,  53682,  53685-6. — 
Sand  and  stones  were  put  in  on  purpose  to  make 
weight;  witness  had  seen  30  per  cent,  of  gravel  in 
kelp ; on  two  shores  in  Ireland  the  company  had 
stopped  buying  on  account  of  the  adulteration, 
53592-4,  53609-13,  53651. — The  worst  adulteration  was 
that  with  inferior  weed ; the  gravel  and  stone  adul- 
teration was  more  easily  checked,  53677-80,  53682. — 
The  kelp-burners  knew  well  how  to  burn  kelp,  and 
what  weed  to  look  for,  53646-7,  53683-4. — The  May 
weed  was  the  best  at  its  own  time  of  year,  but 
useless  at  other  seasons ; each  kind  was  good  at  its 
season,  53596-7. — There  was  less  danger  of  adultera- 
tion when  the  kelp  was  run  into  the  solid  than  when 
it  was  run  into  dry  ash,  53598-9.— An  inspector  for 
testing  kelp  would  bo  no  use,  as  buyers  would  insist 
on  their  own  test,  53600. — Witness  Had  tested  kelp 
thirty  years,  and  had  no  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of  his 
method,  53601-4. — The  test  was  a scientific  one  based 
on  chemistry,  53606-7,  53608.— The  kelp  was  not  tested 
in  the  factory ; witness  tested  on  the  spot  and  fixed 
prices,  53607a. — The  test  was  private,  and  was  checked 
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HAZELL,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 

at  the  works  by  a private  method,  53664-6. — There 
was  no  check  of  the  test  on  the  sellers’  behalf, 
53667. — About  five  tons  of  dry  weed  went  to  a ton  of 
kelp,  53615. — -Witness  could  tell  pretty  well  the  value 
'<5f  five  tons  perfect  weed  brought  to  him,  53616. — 
Though  the  foreign  iodine  was  undercutting  the  home 
manufacture,  the  company  witness  worked  for  could 
j-ust  keep  the  industry  in  Ireland  alive  and  make 
a small  profit,  53561-2. — Three  or  four  companies 
were  engaged  in  making  iodine,  53563. — Witness  re- 
presented the  Glasgow  company,  53564. — There  were 
no  other  agents  buying  kelp  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Carna,  but  others  bought  it  in  Clare  and 
Mayo,  and  Donegal,  53568. — Every  agent  had  his 
own  district,  53569. — The  Glasgow  people  bought  all 
the  kelp  in  Clare,  53570. — A company  was  buying 
P .a*  Afaa’1,witness  bought  kelp  out  of  the  Aran 
u 1 , a,  Kilkiernan,  53571. — Witness’s  company 
bought  kelp  in  Norway,  and  the  north  islands  of 
Scotland,  53670.— Sandford’s  firm  was  one  of  the 
two  winch  bought  in  Uist,  53671-3.— There  had  been 

^A7P^in  S,T?-fl,a-d’1ltfrat'lon  in  kelP  from  *0  Hebrides, 
53675-6.— Within  the  last  ten  years  witness  had  not 
had  to  raise  the  price  of  kelp  in  consequence  of  com- 
petition from  other  firms,  but  in  September  of  1907 

Ireland  ln  Caina.  tllan  any°ne  «be  in 

lieland,  53572-81.—  Buyers  preferred  high  prices,  as 

"lea!lt  ,t]ie  stuff  supplied  was  better,  53582-3.— 
2 thTaiSV?’' l7c‘“n”  to  for  the  company 

^Zi 

k.d/’  “5  11  nothing,  53683-6  — 

bM‘'  tat  b“8lt  down  to 

coipfny  i.?  .«y“g ^ihis  S6«^“;fsMsP0,»  hie 
for  the  Board  to  subdIt  til*111!  was ’competition 

53669,-Witnese  ni  of  kelp, 

53627-8. -He  thonaht  li!  n w*s  imported, 

aapply  the  world 6(or  enough  rodine  to 

Americans ; the  sunnlv  nt  ’ ■ so  dld  the  South 
mand,  53628.— KelnPalnn^f  X°?,lne  exceeded  the  de- 
iodine market,  53629  WOuld  probably  supply  the 


O’CONNOR,  Mr.  CHRISTOPHER. 

Carna  Parish — Land  Question. 

nS*53  ^^d  at  Letterard,  near  Carna,  in  the 
Clifden  rural  district,  and  was  familiar  with  thn 
condition  of  small  landholders  in  Carna  parish  and 
°*  aud  Nolan  estates;  he  ga?e  evidence 

53687'-Ca?LCnir'‘hbr“nCl‘  °'  ?nited  ^ Wne, 
0000/.  Lain  a parish  was  comprised  within  eW(Ln 
divisions  of  Knockboy  nnd  Owingowls,  aid  SkanSve 
and  comprised  32,769  acres  with  oaannive, 

4,180  ; if  contained  thirt^vj 

owned  by  graziers  and  had  ”+  f?68  111  extenfc  were 
with  v,f„Lon™i  ffl.15 ^L*.t2tL,“®*  of  *«s, 
lands  in  th„  parish  7 noi  t°“  ,r“  “f  8«ming 

of  £110  15,.,  Lt  fnl^TtteT&r’"1 

for  tillage,  83689,  5372l_The  're"  ^ 

bordered  the  sea,  and  six  of  tl,f  i ®bited  townlands 
b/  Congested  Districts  BoLd  i Phased 

ii8.!  small  and  un?coJ!l,vh“ 
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graziers  throughout  Clifden  rural  district  ami 
migrate  families  from  congested  areas  to  such  Brazil 
lands  as  were  suitable  for  tillage  ; holdings  on  con 
gested  townlands  should  be  enlarged  bv  strini™ 
graving  farms  suitable  for  tillage,  Ld  &£ 
some  of  the  tenants  to  these  new  farms:  eralin; 
farms  to  which  seaweed  righte  were  attached  shoul! 
be  Purchased  for  migration  purposes  ; one  such  fZ„ 
was  the  townland  of  Roscoe,  containing  1 000  „orH= 
which  could  supply  land  and  seaweed  to  twenty-fill 
or  thirty  tenants,  53690,  53692,  53898-9  —This  te  * 
was  on  the  Berridge  estate,  which  Board  had  * 
fused  to  buy  on  the  grounds  that  the  land  w« 
already  striped,  and  contained  no  grazing  farm.  tZ 
distribution ; the  Roscoe  form,  was5  all  LrtTli” 
from  which  tenants  had  been  cleared  out  during  +S» 
Eamme,  53691-2,  53721-Boundaries  bei™8  S 
holdings  and  improvements  in  housing  would  te 
needed  on  Berridge  and  Nolan  estates,  537gi.  6 

Question  of  Migration. 

Holders  who  had  only  four  to  six  acres  lived  chiefly 
fl^6l?,‘nakin?  a?d  fishing\  and  on  money  received 
“nd“  m America ; they  should  not  be  moved 
inland,  but  to  some  other  maritime  townland  where 
their  knowledge  of  kelp-making  and  fishing  could  be 
utilised,  53692-4. — Other  landholders  who  made  nn 
*he  8621  except  by  collecting  seaweed  for  manure 
could  be  moved  inland,  53695—One-tIiird  of  ?he 
Mweenish  people  should  be  migrated  to  a maritime 
towknd,  53695  -In  Mweenish  and  elsewlmre  com 
stant  cropping  had’  worn  out  the  land,  and  tins  was 
a chief  cause  of  potato  failure,  53696.— One  man 

,y  °V  &tt*  acres  : two  or  three 
of  the  holdings  amalgamated  could  be  worked  by 

TrS  ’ ° f10ldlng  sh,ould  large  enough  to  allow 
of  lotation  of  crops  and  of  portions  being  left  fallow 
for  several  years,  53698-702  ° 

Provision  of  Grazing  for  Cattle  and  of 
Turbary. 

*5®  miture  of  the  land,  cattle  on  man- 
time  townlands  suffered  from  the  disease  calW 

on  thT’moSf  -1  C°Uld  remedied  by  grazing  them 
on  the  mountain  several  months  in  the  year,  or  feed- 
rng  them  with  bran  and  Indian  meai ; the  latter 
held  efheeT1Ve’  +b-Ut  thce,  onl‘V  resource  while  graziers 

Md  tke  mountains  53702-4.— Cattle  on  the  moun- 

whyVl,  beCa'ne  st"n.ted  fr,>m  a disease  called  cripple, 

mountain  liner.0/)!  'aVe  • no  ®uPpfj  S(>  near  as  tlie 

ings  nWd  U L fee  aflgned  t0  Particular  hold- 
wouid  be  fnv  Jf’  53710’  539?2-  53906. — The  striping 
his  portion  of ^tur Pliu/8/ 1,01 + dev°tinf , to  eacl1  inaK 
run  all  ovpi-  flio  ’ ^i16-  town^alld  s cattle  could 

st.-ewVnf  u.  mountain,  53711-3.— The  lone 
too  dtetantntoUten  ,the  8°uth  of  Recess  was  not 

peJnSt  flj; bl  c™a  p»pfe; 

fitferto TulSS;  th"ei  were 

day  and  fed  tlia  !,  and,  owners  visited  them  every 

raia.’SemtoS  place  to  pS 

not  be  needed  a ^ 53900-1. — A herd  would 

cattle,  53903,  53909-10° 1 man  attended  fo  kis  own 


cih  .4-  R°ADS  and  Seaweed  Manure. 
needed  that^hoMM  sbore  to  fclle  public  road  were 

convey  ieLawS^d  ^ might  ™»lo?ed  to 

had  hitherto  carried  unon  T w,hich  th?  Pe0p!0 
C.  “T  "*¥*¥?«?  and  Nolan  estates  a^”’  would  facilitate  P n .tlleir  backs ; such  roads 

^canse  sub-division  was  permitted  on llllclpally  furtlier  from  th^  !?  manuring  and  tilling  of  lands 
few  Nolan  estate  tenants  had  €States  >’  from  the  con.?  ./  01'6  and  the  shore  lands 

roads,  the  SrSv  Ln°Pping’  53713.-If  there  were 
them’  out  horses  and  hire 

53714-7.— With  ,men  for  dragging  seaweed, 

draining  and  limte/  ,C?ald  ke^reclaimed  by 

seashore;  short  roads  ate? ij1?18111®  Sand  from  the 
roads  should  be  constructed  to  any 


ie  holdings  were  ana3T>'onA  ‘ ln  tbe  ?ther  twenty 

-■cause  sub.division  was  permitted ’on  5 pnncipalIy 

few  Nolan  estate  tenants'  W7  ™ 1 ?,  those  estates; 
acres  each  ; in  otho! ^ parts  of  ffi  than  five  01’  ^ 
there  was  plenty  of  grazing  land - n 60  m'al  district 
Board  shohld  h„e  Mwe?®Jd  tm<?”fSt,ed  Dis‘™ts 
Undtotds,  puroh.  J Z % t 
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grass  lands  striped  up,  53717,  53721. — Lime  could  be 
brought  from  Arran,  where  there  was  plenty,  and 
carried  in  the  boats  which  took  turf  to  Arran,  53718- 
21. — In  some  townlands  there  was  scarcity  of  seaweed 
for  manure,  and  it  was  purchased  fx-om  owners  of 
adjacent  islands ; it  would  be  better  if  the  seaweed 
rights  of  the  islands  were  purchased ; the  seaweed 
should  be  divided  into  stripes,  and  the  boundaries 
of  the  sti'ipes  defined,  53721. 

Agricultural  Model  Farm  suggested. 

The  Knoekboy  farm  should  be  converted  into  an 
agi’icultural  model  school ; it  was  already  drained ; 
tillage  could  be  taught  there,  and  the  people  shown 
how  liming  could  prevent  the  ravages  of  an  insect 
which  injured  the  potato  stalk,  53721. — This  farm 
could  be  used  to  teach  i*otation  of  crops,  and  the 
method  of  reclaiming  the  mountain,  53724. — There 
were  a number  of  trees  on  the  farm ; there  was  only 
a caretaker  in  charge,  53723.— Seaweed  cojuld  be 
brought  to  Knoekboy  farm,  as  it  was  only  two  or 
three  miles  from  the  shore,  53726. 

Corn  Mill  needed. 

A corn  mill  for  grinding  oats  would  enable  the 
Carna  people  to  use  oatmeal  instead  of  Indian  meal ; 
a small  com  mill  formerly  existed,  but  was  far  from 
a road,  and  stopped  from  lack  of  custom,  53727-9. — 
If  a corn  mill  were  now  set  up  it  would  be  used ; 
there  had  been  changes,  and  the  use  of  Indian  meal 
was  being  abandoned,  53730-3. — Oats  were  sold  to 
shopkeepers  for  4s.  to  5s.  per  cwt.  ; if  ground  at  a 
corn  mill  they  would  be  turned  to  better  use,  and  the 
people  would  be  encouraged  to  grow  better  grain, 


Woollen  Industry  in  Carna  and  Grazing  for 
Sheep. 

Carding  and  spinning  wool  was  an  old  native  in- 
dustry in  Carna  parish,  and  still  carried  on  in  every 
house,  53737-40,  53744-5. — Most  of  the  clothes  and 
bedclothes  used  were  carded,  spun,  and  warped  at 
home,  and  sent  to  the  hand-loom  weavers,  of  which 
there  were  about  twenty  in  the  parish,  53741-3, 
53772-4,  53777-8. — The  same  looms  had  been  in  use 
for  100  years,  53763-6. — Weaving  was  hereditary  in 
families  ; the  weavers  worked  as  farmers  in  summer, 
and  at  the  looms  in  winter,  53775-6. — The"  hand-loom 
business  should  be  retained,  but  carding  the  wool 
was  laborious,  and  a carding  mill  would  be  a great 
benefit,  53734-6,  53768-70. — There  was  a carding 
machine  at  Clifden,  which  the  people  preferred  to 
use  rather  than  do  the  work  by  hand,  53779. — Some 
hand-carding  was  still  done,  as  it  made  work 
smoother,  53779-34. — The  industry  was  a thriving 
one,  and  had  never  had  any  outside  help,  53746-7. — 
Every  farmer  had  twenty  or  thirty  sheep,  which  were 
sent  to  graze  on  the  mountains,  53743,  53749. — Some 
of  the  townlands  had  commonage  rights,  and  grazing 
was  hired  by  people  in  other  townlands,  53750-1. — 
Some  people  with  no  right  to  commonage  sent  their 
sheep  to  graze  on  the  mountains  and  were  undis- 
turbed, 53753-62,  53797-8.— This  was  the  case  even 
with  lie  mountains  witness  wished  Board  to  buy, 
■53760. — More  sheep  would  be  kept  if  the  mountains 
were  taken  from  the  graziers  and  given  to  the  people, 
53755. — Some  of  the  graziers  and  landlords  were  will- 
ing to  surrender  the  mountains,  but  some  demanded 
an  unreasonable  price,  and  compulsory  powers  should 
be  granted  to  deal  with  them,  53784,  53789-93. — The 
graziers  were  mostly  yearly  tenants,  53785-6,  53794-5. 
— Cattle  and  sheep  were  kept  on  the  mountains  part 
of  the  year,  but  px-actically  the  land  was  going  to 
waste,  53787. — The  yearly  tenants  did  not  put  on 
the  sheep,  53796. 


Piers  and  Fishing. 

Piers  with  short  approach  roads  as  landing  stages 
for  seaweed,  and  as  harbours  for  fishing  vessels,  were 
needed,  especially  at  Letterard,  where  there  were  four 
fishing  boats,  and  about  fifty-six  landholders ; in 
1879  two  quays  were  built  there  in  unsuitable  places, 
•53798-9. — Letterard  was  five  miles  from  Carna,  in 
Knoekboy^  electoral  division ; fishing  for  mackerel 
•and  herring  was  earned  on  in  large  boats,  and 


lobster  and  .general  hand-line  fishing  in  two  or  three- 
ton  boats ; many  people  were  employed  in  mackerel 
and  herring  fishing,  but  the  season  had  been  late 
in  recent  years,  and  though  it  went  on  longer,  was 
less  successful  than  formerly,  as  the  late  mackerel 
were  less  plentiful,  53800-6. — A good  deal  of  money 
was  still  made  out  of  herrings  ; fishing  boats  costing 
£400  and  £500  had  been  obtained  by  loans  from 
Congested  Distx’icts  Board,  repayable  in  sixteen  half- 
yearly  instalments,  bxxt  arrears  were  now  so  large 
that  the  prospect  of  paying  them  was  remote ; Board 
had  lately  appointed  a receiver  over  the  boat-earnings 
and  allowed  the  owner  one-fifth  of  the  net  earnings 
for  up-keep  i the  loans  should  be  divided,  one  loan 
being  used  to  purchase  the  body  of  the  boat  with 
mast  and1  sails,  and  the  other  to  purchase  gear ; six- 
teen years  should  be  allowed  for  paying  off  the  first 
loan,  and  eight  for  paying  off  the  second ; thus  the 
amount  of  the  instalments  could  be  reduced,  and  the 
boat-owners  encouraged  to  make  greater  efforts  to 
pay  off  loans,  53807,  53813. — The  receiver  system  was 
a good  one,  and  should  have  been  adopted  sooner, 
53808-14. — It  should  not  be  ejnployed  unless  instal- 
ments were  a year  in  arrear,  53815. — The  boats  were 
generally  well  kept,  and  should  last  thirty  years, 
53816-7. — None  of  the  fish  were  landed  in  Carna 
parish,  but  at  Roundstone  and  Arrian,  53818-9. — 
Herring  and  mackerel  were  cauglit  together,  some 
buyers  taking  both,  53820-1. — An  attempt  should:  be 
made  to  extend  the  fishing  season,  which  so  far  was 
only  from  mid-April  to  mid-October,  53807. — 
Mackerel  and  herring  could  be  caught  about  Carna 
during  a much  longer  period  if  Board  would  give 
loans  to  provide  nets  for  small  fishing  boats  which 
could  be  used  for  inshore  fishing,  53821-3. — Such  nets 
cost  £3  10s.  apiece;  about  six  would  be  needed,  and 
a few  nights’  catches  would  pay  for  them,  53824-7, 
53831. — Tlie  nets  of  the  large  boats  were  too  deep, 
and  were  lost  if  employed  in  shallow  water,  53823, 
53829-30. — Lobster  and  general  hand-line  fishing 
were  the  favourite  forms  of  the  industry,  as  lobster- 
fishing could  be  carried  on  side  by  side  with  farming  ; 
until  1907  only  one  company  bought  lobsters  in 
Cax-na,  and  the  prices  were  so  low  that  some  of  the 
fishermen  sent  their  lobsters  by  rail  to  salesmen  in 
London,  &e.  ; but  many  lobsters  died  en  route,  and 
as  the  salesmen  sold  them  on  commission,  the  loss  fell 
on  the  fishermen,  53832-5,  53850.— The  railway  was 
sixteen  miles  away  at  Recess,  and  the  lobsters  were 
sent  in  common  carts,  53850. — A motor  omnibus  ser- 
vice from  Carna  and  Kilkerrin  to  Rosmuck  and 
Maam  Cross  Railway  station  would  place  the  neigh- 
bourhood within  easy  reach  of  Galway,  Dublin,  and 
London  markets;  market  tickets  from  Maam  Cross 
to  Galway  at  low  prices  were  issued  twice  a week, 
53852. — Witness  was  a Rural  District  Councillor, 
and  was  sure  the  Council  would  allow  a penny 
in  the  pound  rate  towards  improving  roads  and 
bridges  for  a motor  service,  53853-6.— The  rural  dis- 
trict bad  a valuation  of  £18,000 ; the  expense  would 
be  considerable,  but  all  Connemara  would  benefit, 
53857-61. — The  Oughteravd  district  could  also  con- 
tribute; omnibuses  could  carry  both  passengers  and 
"oods,  53852,  53861. — The  company  which  purchased 
lobsters  m Carna  took  them  away  in  tanks  to  keep 
them  alive;  they  were  carried  in  large  boats  like 
small  schooners,  53839.— Want  of  money  and  in- 
ability to  combine  would  prevent  the  fishermen  doin'* 
the  same ; tanks  of  lobsters  could  not  be  taken  to 
Galway  in  hookers,  because  bad  weather  would  cause 
delays,  53837-42. — Lobsters  were  formerly  sent  by 
boat  to  Galway,  but  often  died  en  route  when  weather 
delayed  the  boats,  53843,  53851.— Lobsters  would  sur- 
vive delays  if  kept  in  a tank,  but  it  was  less  trouble 
to  send  them  to  a station,  53444-9. 

Competition  Needed. 

Better  prices  could  be  obtained  for  lobsters  and 
kelp,  and  dried  seaweed  if  competition  were  greater ; 
for  the  fish  curing  stations  should  be  established,  and 
would  attract  more  buyers,  53861,  53862-3. 


Kelp. 

Kelp  was  burned  in  kilns  7 feet  by  3 and  burned 
all  day  and  all  night  till  it  ran  into  liquid,  on 
which  there  was  loss;  if  three  or  four  kilns  were 
used  instead  of  one  the  kelp  would  be  in  small  lumps, 
and  there  would  be  less  loss,  53866-7. — In  the  smaller 
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kilns  most  of  the  kelp  would  be  a fine  dust;  the 
people  preferred  the  larger  kilns,  because  in  them  the 
kelp  ran  into  a liquid  mass  into  which  all  the  dust 
was  taken  up,  53868. — Price  of  kelp  varied  from 
year  to  year ; a few  people  got  £4  a ton, 
but  £5  15s.,  £3  10s.,  and  £3  were  ordinary 

prices ; in  1907  the  price  was  good  because 
the  wet  weather  made  drying  weed  difficult, 
and  less  kelp  was  made,  53869-71. — Variation  in 
price  was  supposed  to  depend  on  the  quality  of 
the  kelp,  but  did  not,  53872. — Agents  wanted  kelp 
containing  only  red  weed  and  courlagh ; black  kelp, 
that  is  kelp  made  with  black  weed,  was  not  re- 
quired; in  judging  kelp  buyers  went  not  only  by 
the  test,  but  by  information  received  from  their  spies 
as  to  what  kind  of  weed  was  used  by  each  kelp- 
burner  ; sometimes  the  same  kelp  had  been  refused 
when  brought  in  by  one  man,  and  when  he  gave  it  to 
a neighbour  to  bring  in  it  was  bought,  53873-7. — 
Adulteration  consisted  in  putting  less  valuable  weed 
in  with  the  more  valuable,  and  putting  in  black 
instead  of  tangled  weed ; witness  had  no  sympathy 
with  people  who  put  in  stones,  53878.— Witness  had 
seen  the  agent  test  kelp  by  putting  it  m a glass  and 
pouring  a liquid  over  it;  witness  had  heard  of  the 
test  failing,  53879-81. — Mr.  Hazell  was  the  only  agent 
for  kelp  in  Cama  and  Roundstone ; he  had  sub-agents 
who  bought  for  him  ; a few  years  ago  a company 
began  buying  dried  seaweed  at  Is.  6 cl.  a cwt.,  and 
continued  doing  so  for  a few  year’s,  but  had  since 
stopped;  whilst  they  were  buying  Mr.  Hazell  also 
bought  the  dried  weed  at  Is.  7 \d.  a cwt.,  but  ceased 
when  they  did,  53882-3.— Five  cwt.  of  dried  seaweed 
went  to  a cwt,  of  kelp,  53884-5.— At  that  time  Mr 
Hazell  was  giving  £4  10s.  for  kelp,  and  paid  well  both 
for  good  and  bad  kelp,  53888-9. — Price  of  kelp  varied 
with  supply ; before  the  mackerel  and  herring  fishing 
began,  seven  years  ago.  all  Hie  people  made  kelp,  and 
prices  were  low  ; two  or  three  would  get  £4  a.t  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season,  but  at  the  end  only  £2  or 
10s.  were  given ; when  fishing  was  successful  there 
was  less  kelp  and  prices  were  better,  53889-91.— The 
people  would  prefer  selling  the  weed  at  Is.  6 d.  per 
cwt.  to  making  kelp  ; this  was  equivalent  to  £7  10s 
per  ton  of  kelp,  53894-5,  53897.— Purchase  of  dried 
seaweed  by  Government-  would  compel  its  purchase  by 
tho  company,  53896.  y y 


KELLY,  Mr.  JOSEPH. 

Congestion'  in  Connemara. 

thmt”ho  S’ w “ Cfsllel-  ,antI  » schoolmate 
:Te>.Jie  “a<l  keen  deputed  to  give  evidence  bv 
('onLTst-tee  °f  i meii  aJ  dtoundstone  selected  to  deal  wit' 
congestion ; he  had  lived  twenty-five  years  in  th 
congested  districts  of  Connemara ; tLse  district 

with*  small'  ,°.f  k°£  swamp  intersperse! 

Patches  winch  could  with  great  difficult- 
tct  P^uce  poor  crops,  chiefly  potatoes  wliici 
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liettei  quality,  none  of  which  were  in  tile  poseessioi 
of  the  smaller  tenants,  thought  it  was  the  latter  an 
fertti  “Cf‘r  originally  made  these  tradt 
tract.  ’w0nir  *°  OSIWIM  from  them ; these  hette 
tiaets  were  now  usually  farmed  by  professional 
”, merchants  ; witness  renmSS  “res  " 
such  transfers  oocun-ing  i„  a tlisfrictsiSr  l 
a™n“'“nij  *mI  *”  which  lie  had  lived  almost  twentj 
holda^f  ■1¥f0K .c°ri“e  *o  Connemara ; at  preS? 
holders  paid  rents  with  money  sent  bv  relatives  it 
America;  the  small  holdings  Jailed  “L”pes™e“ 
ro  tmLtl K?  ,ly  tvro  f ■ more  tenants,  Ld  if  om 

wen,  evicted  Ilh’/SoS  ffl 

miTSil  "‘f  tUa“‘7'  “d  alteidd ““’ugU  oS 

to  thetn“  539nJ  Tal“  sll“ld  ke  “butec 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

Purchase  should  be  compulsory,  as  there  »nn 
prospect  of  voluntary  sales,  53911.  httl< 

Congested  Districts  Board. 

Congested  Districts  Board  should  be  the  mircliasinc 
body,  as  their  work  had  hitherto  hod  pJSTSffil 


Ireland  had  an  excessive  number  of  Beards  and 
Departments,  many  of  them  very  inefficient  • if  n0n 
gested  Districts  Board  were  disolved  or  merged  iV 
another  Department,  the  result  would  probably 
the  transfer  of  their  duties  to  less  experienced  hands 
in  which  the  people  would  have  less  confidence  • De’ 
partment  of  Agriculture  had  scarcely  touched  the 
district  about  Cashel,  though  one  of  their  instruct 
resses  had  lectured  there  a few  years  before,  but  for 
too  short  a time  to  effect  much  good,  53911,  ’ 

Shopkeepers. 

The  local  shopkeepers  took  advantage  of  the  general 
poverty,  and  it  was  they  who  filled  the  Bench  and  the 
public  boards,  and  they  were  able  to  compel  their 
debtors  to  vot  efor  them,  53911. 

Industrial  Resources  op  Connemara. 

Valuable  and  extensive  tracts  of  marble  existed  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  had  so  far  been  little  worked  • 
there  was  valuable  granite  which  had  been  entirely 
neglected;  the  manufacture  of  peat  might  be  tried 
and  the  frequent  wet  years  would  render  it  remunera- 
tive; kelp-making  was  but  little  practised  in  the 
Cashel  district;  lace-making  or  needle-work  and  a 
woollen  factory  might  retard  emigration,  53911-2.— 
Irish  was  spoken  about  Cashel,  and  was  taught  in 
witness’s  school,  53913-4. — Witness  conducted  a car- 
pentry school,  53915-6. 


Agricultural  Education  in  National  Schools. 

Agricultural  education  should  be  given  to  boys  in 
National  schools  through  the  medium  of  a plot  for 
the  production  of  vegetables  attached  to  the  school- 
the  old  method  of  teaching  agriculture  theoretically 
m schools  was  of  little  use,  53917-8. 


Cooking  Instruction. 

Instruction  in  cooking  the  vegetables  grown  might 
profitably  be  given  to  girls  by  the  schoolmistress ; 
space  was  not  available  in  the  schools,  but  it  would 
be  advisable  to  have  a galvanised  kitchen  erected 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  vegetables  cooked  could  be 
converted  into  a meal  for  the  scholars  ; qualifications 
teaching  cooking  might  be  lacking  in  teachers, 
53919-22. — An  instructress  in  cooking  sent  by  Depart- 
ment had  given  lessons  in  Cashel,  but  in  too  theore- 
tical a manner ; .an  instructress  sent  bv  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  done  better,  53922-3'. 

Feeding  op  School  Children. 

Feeding  of  cliildren  -at  school  would  enable  them 
to  learn  better,  but  touched  their  pride ; it  had  been 
necessitated  on  six  occasions  since  witness  came  to 
Oashel ; it  could  be  avoided  if  the  general  oondition. 
of  the  people  were  improved,  53924-5. 

School  Attendance. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  at  school  in  Clifden 
Union  had  risen  to  62  per  cent,  of  those  on  the  rolls 
since  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  clause; 
previously  it  was  50  to  55  per  cent.,  53296-9. — School 
fees  had  been  seldom  paid  in  Connemara,  but  were 
often  entered  as  received  in  order  to  secure  instal- 
ments on  the  results  system,  53931-2. 


. The  Percentage  of  illiteracy  was  small  among  the 
\1jinS  but  considerable  among  their 

elders,  53933.— The  present  educational  system,  so  far 
as  it  related  to  technical  instruction,  was  unsatisfac: 
«>ry ; it  was  called  Bevisism  after  the  inventor,  Mr. 
■tsevis,  and  consisted  of  paper-folding  and  similar- 
work  ; something  leading  up  to  the  practical  occupa 
tions  of  life  would  be  more  useful,  53934-5. 


MONGAN,  Mr.  MARTIN. 

Kelp. 

Witness  lived  at  Cama,  and  was  a small  farmer 
who  kept  a small  hotel  and  shop,  53936-7.— Witness 
iaa  formerly  acted  as  kelp  agent,  and  now  employed. 
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men  making  kelp,  which  he  sold  to  Mr.  Hazeil, 
55939-43. — He  was  tenant  of  some  islands  where  the 
best  kelp  weed  in  Connemara  was  obtained ; he  sup- 
plied boats  and  weed  to  kelp-makers,  gave  them  some 
assistance,  and  received  one-third  of  the  earnings ; 
the  kelp  was  sold  in  his  name,  53943-4,  53946. — The 
seaweed  was  burned  on  witness’s  land ; it  grew  on 
the  foreshore,  53945-6. — Witness  superintended  the 
preparation  of  kelp  when  he  could,  53947-8. — His 
kelp  received'  the  best  price,  namely,  £4 ; when  he 
himself  was  agent  he  gave  £4  10s.,  and  Mr.  Hazeil 
at  that  time  gave  £5  per  ton,  53949-50,  53962-5. — 
In  the  summer  of  1907,  when  the  weather  was  wet 
and  unfavourable  to  kelp-making,  the  price  was 
good ; one  employ^,  with  the  help  of  his  two  boys, 
made  £30  in  two  or  tOiree  months,  of  which  £10  was 
witness’s  share;  these  workers  also  had  a farm  to 
look  after,  53952-5. — No  one  but  Mr.  Hazeil  had 
bought  kelp  in  Carna  parish  within  the  last  five 
years ; there  was  one  buyer  in  Arran,  but  no  others 
in  Connemara  or  Connaught  except  the  North  British 
Company,  53956-8,  53994-5. — It  was  reported  that  the 
■company  employing  Mr.  Hazeil  had  bought  out  the 
smaller  companies,  53960. — Witness  was  formerly 
agent  for  a Mr.  Belt  of  Guernsey,  who  had  given 
up  the  business  on  account  of  his  health,  but  who 
might  resume  it;  witness  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  Mr.  Belt  had  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Hazell’s 
company,  53942,  53961-2.— A company  had  bought 
dried  seaweed  at  Roundstone,  giving  £7  for  an 
amount  of  seaweed  which,  converted  into  kelp,  would 
fetch  £4,  53966. — Witness  had  employed  no  scientific 
test  when  he  purchased  kelp,  53968,  53983-4. — In  Mr. 
Hazeil’ s test  the  kelp  was  ground  into  powder,  and 
vitriol  was  poured  on  it,  the  quality  being  known  by 
the  way  the  kelp  boiled,  53969. — Witness  had  had  no 
reason  to  complain  buyers  had  acted  dishonestly  in 
paying  him  for  kelp ; he  had  known  instances  of 
black  weed  being  put  into  kelp  ; it  was  seldom  put 
in  now,  53970-1. — The  full  price  wan  always  given 
for  properly  made  kelp,  53975-6. — Witness  did  not 
think  that  25  per  cent,  more  could  be  obtained  by 
putting  better  work  into  the  kelp,  53977-9. — When 
witness  purchased  kelp  he  sent  trustworthy  men 
round  to  see  if  black  weed  was  being  put  into  it, 
£3985-8. — The  price  fell  immediately  after  witness 
gave  up  buying,  53989. — Carna  parish  produced 
about  1,500  tons  of  kelp  per  annum,  53990-2. — It 
would  be  no  advantage  if  Congested  Districts  Board 
gave  information  to  kelp-burners  respecting  price  of 
kelp  in  oilier  districts,  as  burners  were  already 
aware  of  them,  53993-6. — Two  men  could  col- 
lect twenty-four  tons  of  wet  seaweed,  which 
was  enough  to  make  a ton  of  kelp  in  eight 
days ; it  took  at  least  a week  of  favourable 
weather  to  dry  and  cock  the  weed,  53997-54001. — A 
day  was  occupied  in  burning  the  ton,  and  a day  or 
two  in  taking  it  to  the  store,  54001. -r-Deducting  wit- 
ness’s third,  this  would  work  out  at  2s.  6 d.  a day 
for  the  men,  which  would  pay  well,  but  the  weather 
never  allowed  the  work  to  be  done  so  quickly  ; in  bad 
weather  it  would  take  a month,  54002-4. — The  wind 
never  affected  the  work,  but  rain  did,  54005. — 
The  price  of  kelp  was  not  affected  by  the  increase  of 
fishing  ; there  were  only  a few  little  boats  near  Carna, 
.54007. 

Debts  to  Shops. 

1 he  population  in  Carna  had  not  grown  poorer 
in  recent  years,  54008-9. — Debts  to  shops  sometimes 
remained  unpaid  for  years,  54012. — On  a turnover 
of  £1,000  per  annum  a shop  might  have  £300  of 
outstaning  debt,  but  the  people  were  honest,  and 
paid  when  they  could,  54013. — Witness  had  £300  or 
£400  of  bad  debts,  due  from  emigrants  to  America, 
54014-7. — When  some  members  of  a family  did  not 
emigrate  the  people  took  a pride  in  paving  their 
•debts,  54017. 

Land  in  Carna. 

There  was  little  real  land  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
witness  had  thousands  of  acres  which  would  not  sup- 
port a cat,  54013. — He  would  be  willing  to  sell  any 
tanu  he  had  that  would  bei  useful  to  the  parish  ; he 
had  given  Congested  Districts  Board  land  at  Knock- 
hoy  on  which  they  had  expended  £9,000  or  £10,000; 
Knockboy  was  an  evicted  farm  obtained  by  witness 
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from  a friend,  54019-21. — Witness  would  buy  it  back 
at  a poor  rate ; an  Englishman  bought  it  for  £1,100 
and  was  evicted  by  Board  within  twelve  months  ; 
this  was  the  only  eviction  witness  had  seen  in  Carna 
during  twenty  years,  54022. 

Fishing  and  Transit. 

Fishing  had  good  prospects  for  Carna,  54022.— A 
curing  station  should  be  established,  at  Crnmpaun, 
where  there  was  a natural  pond  below  the  pier, 
54023^-If  a motor  service  from  Carna  to  Rosmuck 
and  Kilkerrin  were  established  fishing  boats  would 
resort  to  Carna,  54022-3. — There  was  great  loss  on 
lobsters  and  lierrings  for  lack  of  transit,  and  it 
would  pay  to  have  a motor  sendee  for  them  through- 
out the  year,  54025-6. — The  District  Council  would 
contribute  to  the  necessary  improvement  of  roads  ; 
Oughterard  and  Clifden  districts  would  be  concerned  ; 
the  one  was  valued  at  £150,000,  the  other  at  £170,000, 
which  at  Id.  in  the  pound  would  produce  £135  : no 
move  would  be  wanted,  54027. 


CONROY,  Rev.  MARK. 

Compulsory  Powers  for  Acquisition  of  Land  and 
Fixing  of  Price  Advocated. 

Where  congested  districts  were  surrounded  by  fertile 
grass  lands,  as  in  'East  Galway,  the  congestion  pro- 
blem was  fairly  simple,  but  on  the  West  Galway 
coast  tlie  population — despite  emigration,  equalling 
probably  that  of  pre-Famme  days — was  confined  be- 
tween the  sea  and  mountains  on  small  and  wretched 
holdings,  and  grass  lands  were  'almost  non-existent ; 
neither  the  Congested  Districts  Board  nor  the  Estates 
Commissioners  had  done  much  for  this  district,  where 
congestion  was  at  its  worst,  and  to  ensure  better  re- 
sults in  future  compulsory  powers  should  be  conferred, 
54031,  54183-6. — Some  landlords  had  been  unwilling 
to  sell  for  a fair  price,  e.g.,  the  Blake  Minors  Es° 
tate  had  'been  offered  for  direct  sale,  but  the  parties 
had  not  been  able  to  come  to  .terms,  and  witness  be- 
lieved the  matter  was  now  closed  ; rents  were  being 
paid— low  rents — for  the  place  was  the  poorest  in  the 
district ; the  estate  was  now  in  the  Lord  Chancellor’s 
hands,  and  its  management  by  a committee  made  a 
difficulty,  54127-37. — Compulsion  should  be  applied 
generally  in  Galway,  and  prices  should  be  compul- 
sorily fixed  for  buyers  and  sellers ; any  possible  loss 
involved  by  the  transaction  should  certainly  not  be 
borne  by  a particular  class,  54126,  54153-6.— The  ac- 
quisition of  mountain  land  in  the  district  would  be 
of  some  use  as  commonage,  but  witness  thought  it 
better  that  each  person  should  have  a separate  hold- 
ing, 54186-7. 

Suggested  Means  for  Abolition  of  Rundalb. 

An  estate  without  much  rundale  had  been  sold 
direct,  but  rundale  prevailed  generally  in  the  dis- 
trict ; rundale  on  property  might  not,  but  should  pre- 
vent a direct  sale ; no  sucli  case  had  occurred,  but  if 
one  should  -an  effort  should  certainly  be  made  to  re- 
al-range the  rundale,  a bar  to  all  progress,  54074-83.— 
One  remedy  would  be  that  the  Board  or  Estates  Com- 
missioners should  stripe  the  land  before  the  sale  took 
place ; many  tenants  would  doubtless  consent,  being 
alive  to  the  inconvenience  and  loss  entailed  by  run- 
dale ; striping  .after  purchase  would  depend  on  them- 
selves, 54084-7,  54140-3. — The  tenants  could  without 
the  agency  of  a third  party  exchange  plots  with  one 
another,  -and  so  consolidate  their  holdings ; there 
would  be  difficulties,  as  friction  would  probably  arise, 
but  it  had  been  done  amicably ; much  might  be  done 
if  the  Board  offered  f acilities  ; when  property  in  run- 
dale  was  to  be  sold  it  was  usual  to  apply  to  tlie  Es- 
tates Commissioners,  who  bought  under  Section  6 at 
the  landlord’s  price,  and  then  re-arranged  holdings, 
54087-96,  54139. — An  agent  might  represent  the 
Board  on  a large  area,  and  if  lie  found  the  tenancy  on 
a big  holding  was  about  to  be  wound  up  he  might 
give  a loan  to  facilitate  the  purchase  of  the  plot  by 
the  neighbours ; the  people  themselves  bad  bought 
little  holdings  that  way;  witness  did  not  know  if  tlie 
Board’s  interference  would  create  local  grievances, 
but  tlie  public  weal  should  be  the  first  consideration, 
54096-9.— Abolition  of  rundale  would  make  holdings 
far  more  productive;  fences  would  be  maintained. 
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mountain  Land  reclaimed,  while  exclusive  ownership 
of  self-contained  holdings  would  also  lead  to  improved 
houses,  etc.,  54034. 


Witness  believed  people  would  he  willing  to  migrate 
if  offered  fair  holdings  at  a distance,  though  few  had 
migrated  lately ; people  were  almost  equally  poor, 
but  as  a rule  the  poorest  would  be  most  inclined 
to  move,  54144-6,  54188. — The  extent  to  which  migra- 
tion would  be  necesary  depended  on  the  development 
of  fisheries,  kelp-making,  Carrageen  moss,  jelly-mak- 
ing, etc.,  54031. 

Possibilities  of  Fishery  Development. 

The  Fisheries  Commissioners’  Report  showed  that 
fishing  in  local  waters  from  small  boats  of  the 
“ nobby  ” class  was  difficult  owing  to  the  strong 
winds  and  ground  swells  of  the  west  coast,  .and  the 
migratory  habits  of  the  fish  ; this,  like  other  now 
decadent  industries,  had  flourished  under  native  rule, 
not  perhaps  in  Spiddal,  but  certainly  at  Costello 
Bay,  54031-3,  54042. — Spiddal  Barbour  was  filling  up 
with  sand,  and  was  now  chiefly  used  .as  a refuge  for 
boats  from  Rosmuck,  Carna,  etc.,  taking  turf  to 
Galway;  about  twenty  fishing  boats  had  lately  put 
in  from  Claddagh ; they  came,  too,  from  Galway ; 
the  coast  seemed  suitable  for  fishery  development,  but 
fishing  was  only  canned  on  in  .a  small  way  with  lines, 
54043-8. — -The  Board  had  made  an  unsuccessful  effort 
to  develop  fishing  at-  Costello  Bay,  but  there  had  been 
many  complaints  from  boatmen,  and  apparently  .a 
general  misunderstanding;  the  boats  were  nobbies, 
the  Greene astle  yawl  not  being  used  at  «.ll ; there  had 
been  no  .attempt  to  use  local  canoes  .and  provide  them 
with  nets,  though  the  men  thought  small  boats  as 
good  as  nobbies,  54049-54.— -There  was  a general  idea 
that  fishing  communities  should  be  established,  and 
the  men  allowed  to  follow  the  migratory  fish 
round  the  British  coast,  as  did  .Scotch, 
trench,  Manx,  and  other  fishermen;  Costello 
cii  / c,1’  „wa**’1*.  was  a fine  harbour— one 
of  the  few  benefits  due  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and 
there  was  a large  population  .in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood ; a steamer  stocked  with  fish  could  enter 
and  granted  a railway,  it  ought  to  be  the  landing 
place  Arm  steamer,  being  much  nearer  than 

Galway,  540ol,  54034,  54055-64,  54169.— If  people 

gave  up  their  miserable  holdings  they  would  be  de- 
pendent on  the  fishing,  from  which  many  might  get 
,fT)the)’  given  reasonable  facilities,  as 
“ ®ay . ,men.  'vere  used  to  seafaring,  54058, 
f516rv=6;^i'C,ping  ,st.atlons  s]lould  established,  that 
at  Costello  Bay  being  very  important,  as  the  cured 

54T TO-T®  a 0IK‘  'VVlS  indePend<*nt  of  railways,  54034, 

TiOttmEs-lvEAsH-PiBn,* 
scheme  Advocated. 

There  could  be  no  development-  of  fishing  or  a-nv 

m'1" p“,<i  f«*‘  »»»•» 
iacinties  , the  line  from  Galway  to  Glifden  was  nvi/ 

lm  ^ tb?,bulk  of  Connemlra  S ot 

Balwl  Calwa.y  and  Roiuidstone,  as  Mr 

Ba  four  had  declared  ; a line  from  Newcastle  mv,,- 

s| 
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wagons  made  it  possible  to  surmount  gradients  im 

possible  for  a traction-engine,  54034. The  need  f 

transit  facilities  had  been  recognised  bv  the 
County  Council;  witness  thought  thi4  yearn  S 
when  they  had  voted  £1,000  .to  prepare  the  road  fei 
the  Iveagh-Pirrie  motor  scheme,  but  this  should 
paid  for  by  the  Treasury  to  atone  for  past-  nedeT 
and  not  by  the  over-burdened  -ratepayers  ; the  rate 
Is.  lOd-  on  land  was  excessive  for  some  unions  fkuvw 
8,  54112-18,  54152.— The  length  of  road  was’S 
twenty  miles,  and  witness  thought  the  cost  would  be 
five  times  the  estimate  of  the  County  SuiwotJT 
54038A-9.— Lord  Iveagli  .and  Mr.  P.irrie  had  wiffi 
to  apply  their  scheme  to  the  whole  country,  and  cer 
tain  'County  Councils  having  rejected  it  in  favour  of 
railways,  it  had  not  been  thought  worth  while  to 
adopt  it  for  the  sake  of  three  or  four  places  in  Gal- 
way, 54119-25.— The  proposed  expenditure  by  Galway 
County  Council  was  .a  well-known  fact,  'and  (Mr 
Wyndham  had  said  in  the  House  that  he  had  coni 
sidered  the  scheme,  54151.— It  had  been  brought  be 
fore  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  can-yang  of  fish  and 
goods  .generally  in  the  district,  Costello  Bav  being 
specially  mentioned,  also  its  importance  -to'  4i'an  ■ 
witness  did  not  know  of  .any  place  where  carriage  of 
fish  by  motor  had  been  tried,  and  was  not  aware°that 
it  had  been  proved  unsuccessful,  54200-04.— The  Irish 
ooulcl  become  prosperous  and  progressive  only  when  al- 
lowed to  manage  their  own  affairs,  54034. 

Fostering  of  Home  Industries,  &c.,  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  Advocated. 

National  schools  .and  technical  instruction  classes 
should  teach  domestic  economy  suited  to  local  needs 
and  instruct  in  regard  to  the  potato  blight,  common 
diseases  of  aiumals-pigs  especially  ; Irish  industries 
had  been  lulled  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  witness 
agreed  with  Mr.  Micks’  report  that  the  work  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
should  not  be  purely  educational,  but  it  should  en- 
courage by  advice  and  money  tlie  starting  of  indus- 
tnes ; the  egg  and  poultry  business  might  be  better, 
and  the  famous  Connemara  ponies  should  not  be  im- 
Pr°<T  'J?,4  of  -e*i*le“ce  ; the  success  of  crochet  classes 
at  spiddal  and  Costello  showed  the  .importance  of  pro- 
moting ether  suitable  home  industries  ; youncr  people 
should  not  be  educated  a.t  Ireland’s  expense  to  benefit 
countries  to  which  they  must  emigrate  ; those  who  had 
set  up  the  woollen  factory  and  the  granite  and  marble 
works  in  Galway  bad  done  something  to  stop  emigra- 
tion .and  help  the  people,  54031,  54034. 

Granite  and  Marble  Quarries  in  Galway. 
There  were  quarries  being  worked  in  Spiddal ; and 
beautifully-coloured  granite  came  from  Bevan,  Ferry- 
hank,  bliantalla,  and  Spiddal ; any  increase  in  the 
work  would  -mean  .more  employment  for  the  people, 
but  witness  liad  no  idea  whether  a big  extension  of 
quarries  would  be  feasible,  nor  how  many  people  were 
now  employed  ; granite  -was  polished  at  the  quarries; 
specimens  of  red,  green,  white,  and  black  Galway 
marble  were  exhibited  in  the  church;  there  was 
plenty  of  stone  .in  the  country,  54172-82. 

Kelp  Industry. 

There  was  no  kelp-burning  in  Costello,  nor,  so  far 
as  witness  knew,  on  any  part  of  that  coast;  the 
special  weed  needed  was  not  plentiful,  and  what  weed 
there  was  was  almost  necessary  for  manuring  ; people 
nugnt,  as  m other  places,  go  out  to  sea  for  deep-water 
seaweed ; in  other  parts  of  Connemara  the  weed  was 
taken  regularly  off  the  rocks,  54031,  54066-72. 

More  Funds  Needed  for  Work  of  Parish 
■Committee. 

Committee  system  had  been  a great  sue- 
SL  * ' u 1>"t  th»  g»nts  l»ad  ten  in- 

1 n twi  t ’ -i1?  two  P^ishes  together,  containing  about 
iL taImIies;  “ most  congested;  an  outhouse 
i.,i  ,,  ®rsti  then  tlie  dwelling-house  improved, 
ta°ugb  anucli  had  been  done,  at  least  £300  a year 
b^,v^!diend7f01'  i10W  lon«  witness  could  not  say-to 
Ihmirtlif  ,^nd.  ai^d  8et-  houses  into  good  condition;  he 
XSli  the  kst  grant,  like  the  preceding  one,  liad 
™ i/i150,  53034'  54099-106.— The  Parish  Committee- 
wouia  be  a good  instrument  for  the  distribution  of 
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seeds,  e.g.,  parsnip,  turnip,  carrot,  and  onion ; they 
could  sow  certain  patches,  and  the  people  would  grow 
more  used  to  the  cultivation  of  vegetable  seeds, 
54198-9. 

Alleged  Insanitary  Condition  of  Spiddal. 

Witness  did  not  think  Spiddal  exceptionally  un- 
healthy as  regarded  manure  heaps,  but  perhaps  it  was 
in  so  far  as  the  houses  were  huddled  together,  mak- 
ing sanitation  and  cleanliness  difficult ; the  district 
had  had  rather  a bad  name,  but  typhus  had  always 
come  from  Galway ; once  the  school  inspector  had 
brought  it  from  there  ; it  might  sometimes  be  due  to 
the  turning  of  manure  heaps  in  spring,  and  there 
were  none  in  Galway ; but  witness  thought  the  over- 
crowding of  rooms  far  more  dangerous  ; typhus  was 
well  known  to  be  in  the  numerous  Galway  lanes, 
54107-11,  54195. — The  sub-sanitary  officer  in  Spiddal 
sometimes  brought  people  into  court  to  compel  them 
to  remove  their  manure  heaps,  the  good  work  in  this 
respect  of  Parish  Committees  having  partially  suc- 
ceeded, 54147-50. — Witness  hoped  typhus  would  be 
eliminated  by  the  Parish  Committees  and  Congested 
Districts  Board,  54195-5. 

Objections  to  Cottage  Hospitals — Work  of 
District  Nurses. 

Witness  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  establishment 
of  cottage  hospitals  recommended  by  the  recent  Vice- 
regal Poor  Law  'Commission  as  entailing  great  ex- 
pense on  the  county  without  adequate  return ; 
serious  accidents  seldom  occurred  in  a purely  agricul- 
tural country ; in  the  rare  ease  in  which  a patient 
could  not  be  taken  to  the  union  or  county  hospital  he 
could  be  treated  as  well  at  home  with  help  of  a dis- 
trict nurse  ; the  district  nurses  sent  by  Lady  Dudley’s 
Committee  had  saved  many  lives,  relieved  much  suffer- 
ing, instilled  ideas  of  sanitary  science,  and  exercised 
a humanising  influence ; the  Board  should  help  them, 
as  a sufficient  number  would  go  far  to  obviate  the 
need  for  cottage  hospitals.  54934,  54189-92. — 'Cottage 
hospitals  would  not  always  be  well  managed,  and 
would  not  always  inspire  confidence,  54034,  54073. — 
Provision  should  he  made  for  fever  cases  ; there  might 
be  movable  sheds  at  the  union  hospital,  which  could 
be  wired  for  by  the  sub-sanitary  officer,  and  put  up 
at  almost  twenty- four  hours’  notice ; fever  patients, 
however,  would  not  often  want  to  go  there,  far  pre- 
ferring the  union  hospital,  54193-7. 


M'DONAGH,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Transit  Facilities  needed  to  Develop  Fishing,  &c. 

Transit  facilities  were  the  foremost  necessity  of  the 
county ; the  district  between  Galway  and  Costello, 
containing  such  places  as  Carraroe,  Carxowmore,  and 
Lettermullen,  was  densely  populated  ; this  last  should 
be  the  terminus  of  a railway,  and  a steamer  could 
run  from  there  to  Arran,  eight  or  nine  miles,  instead 
of  going  thirty  miles  to  Galway ; some  other  places, 
c.g.,  Costello,  would  doubtless  serve  the  purpose,  too, 
hut  Lettermullen  w>as  nearest  Arran,  54212-14,  54276-9. 
—The  steamer  would  be  useless  without  the  railway  ; 
it  was  all  very  well  the  'Congested  Districts  Board 
offering  luggers  and  oars  ; witness  had  seen  a oatch 
of  12,000  herrings  which  had  to  be  rowed  the  whole 
way  to  Galway,  instead  of  going  straight  to  market 
by  train  from  Lettermullen,  54219. — The  voyage  from 
Arran  could  be  made  oftener,  because  more  quickly 
and  easily,  and  the  railway  would  be  fed  by  larger 
traffic  both  of  goods  and  passengers ; even  now 
hundreds  of  carts  went  to  Galway  with  oats,  barley, 
Carrigeen  moss,  etc.,  returning  with  other  goods,  and 
hundreds  of  women  walked  barefoot,  carrying  poultry, 
eggs,  butter,  lobsters,  etc.,  and  a railway  would 
greatly  increase  this  marketing ; transit  facilities 
would  also  develop  the  fishing  at  Costello  and  along 
the  shore,  and  would  probably  open  up  the  district 
to  tourists  and  fishermen,  as  the  country  abounded  in 
free  fishing  Jakes ; visitors  would  bring  life  into  the 
district,  54214-5. — Mr.  Balfour  had  effected  a change 
in  the  West  by  means  of  railways,  but  unfortunately 
the  line  had  been  to  Clifden,  through  a barren  moun- 
tain, passing  no  populated  places  but  Moycullen  and 
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Oughterard,  whereas  a coast  railway  would  be  near 
the  fish,  people,  etc.,  54218. — Transit  facilities  would 
allow  the  starting  of  factories  which  would  employ 
many  people ; premises  could  be  got  in  Spiddal,  anil 
perhaps  a peat  factory  might  be  tried ; witness  be- 
lieved tlie  industry  of  compressed  peat  had  been  tried 
in  Ireland  unsuccessfully,  but  there  might  be  a better 
way  of  making  it,  54215. — Transit  iand  fishery  develop- 
ment would  do  away  with  relief  woi-ks,  which  only 
gave  labour  and  a little  food ; if  Government  gave 
something  substantial  the  people  might  become  law- 
abiding,  54288. — The  granite  quarries  might  he  de- 
veloped, 54215. 

Work  of  Parish  Committee. 

Of  late  years  the  people  had  shown  a desire  for 
better  houses  and  sanitation,  thanks  to  Lord  Killanin 
and  the  looal  priest  of  the  Parish  Committee ; in 
winter,  when  people  had  most  time,  the  Committee 
improved  houses  and  holdings,  and  gave  free  grants 
when  necessary  for  materials,  e.g.,  timber,  etc. ; they 
ave  £5  for  a new  thatched  and  £7  10s.  for  a slated 
ouse ; 30s.  for  an  out-house,  6s.  for  a window,  £1 
for  a concrete  floor,  etc.  ; at  first  people  were  slow  to 
respond,  but  new  double  the  grant  could  be  dis- 
tributed ; the  Committees  worked  over  an  area  18 
miles  long,  and  it  was  most  desirable  to  increase  the 
small  grant  of  £150,  a pai-t  of  which  went  to  pay  the 
supervisor,  54215,  54240-1. — Given  £300  a year  for 
the  two  parishes,  which  probably  contained  between 
7,000  and  8,000  people,  draining  the  land  and  road- 
making might  be  encouraged  ; holdings  could  not  be 
enlarged,  but  the  needed  improvements  were  many 
times  the  value  of  the  present  grant ; new  houses, 
for  which  there  were  many  applications,  encouraged 
tenants  to  make  improvements,  and  did  not  increase 
congestion,  because  people  moved  from  small  villages 
to  the  boreen,  54215,  54240-2,  54262-5,  54291-7. — 
The  work  w-as  excellent ; new  houses  were  built  near 
a public  road  or  good  bohereen,  the  old  ones  often 
causing  fever  or  the  spread  of  infection,  being  in- 
variably, but  not  compulsorily,  pulled  down ; the 
Committee  was  gradually  destroying  the  once  all- 
prevalent  custom  of  keeping  horses,  pigs,  and  oattle 
in  dwellinghouses,  and  more  windows  were  being 
made ; the  work  might  be  finished  in  five  or  six  years 
with  the  present  grant,  54215,  54262-4. — Usually  the 
Committee  paid  half  the  cost  of  a house ; this,  well 
thatched,  contained  three  rooms,  and  was  32  or  34  fees 
by  16  or  18  feet  measured  inside,  about  500  superficial 
feet ; .a  family  of  twelve  would  live  in  it ; the  grant 
encouraged  the  people  to  provide  the  rest  of  the 
money,  and  to  give  their  labour ; the  wretchedness  of 
their  houses,  without  plaster  of  gable-ends,  made 
them  eager  to  do  this  ; the  houses  bought  by  the  Board 
for  £70,  £80,  or  £100  were  probably  built  under  con- 
tract, 54248-59. 

Facilities  for  Potato-spraying,  &c.,  Advocated — 
Neglect  of  District  by  the  Board. 

People,  at  first  doubtful  about  potato-spraying, 
were  now  anxious  for  it,  and  should  be  helped  in  so 
important  a matter ; the  Board  should  supply  the 
stuff  cheaper,  too,  than  now,  and  the  Parish  Com- 
mittee would  sell  it  at  cost  price,  allowing  time  for 
payment ; except  for  the  small  grant  and  a couple  of 
crochet  classes,  the  Beard  had  done  little  for  the  dis- 
trict ; but  with  more  attention  and  a continuance  of 
the  present  results  of  peasant-proprietorship,  witness 
took  a hopeful  view  of  the  people’s  condition,  54215, 
54237-40. 

Drainage. 

A man  should  only  be  compelled  to  keep  his  house- 
drains  and  so  forth  in  order ; the  drainage  of  the 
entire  holding  would  -be  undertaken  by  the  Parish 
Committee  if  granted  sufficient  funds  ; witness  agreed, 
however,  that  the  upkeep  of  his  holding  by  each  indi- 
vidual would  mean  the  up-keep  of  the  district,  and  so 
be  beneficial,  and  he  did  not  object  to  enforcement  of 
this  by  a friendly,  sympathetic  inspector,  54302-09. 

Amalgamation  of  Holdings  should  be  Encouraged 
— Sub-Division  Prohibited  by  Law. 

Amalgamation  of  holdings  was,  happily,  often  tak- 
ing place  ijow,  and  should  be  encouraged ; in  parti- 
cular cases,  e.g.,  when  the  owners  of  a holding  were 
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dead,  or  childless,  or  if,  as  would  occasionally  happen, 
they  wished  to  migrate,  the  Board  might  . advance 
money  for  the  purchase  of  the  holding  hy  neighbours, 
54215,  54222,  54271-5. — Sub-di  vision  should  always  he 
stopped  ; this  might  perhaps  be  done  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament enforced  by  the  constabulary  or  the  medical 
or  sub-officers ; sub-division  was  not  recognised  by 
Government,  the  Land  Commission  being  able  to  sell 
out  any  tenant-purchaser  who  sub-divided  during  the 
annuity  period,  54215,  54222-6,  54300-1. — It  seldom 
happened  that  people  wished  to  enlarge  a house  for 
a son  wishing  to  marry,  .and  it  should  be  possible  to 
prevent  the  building  of  a new  one  for  him  on  the 
■same  holding,  though,  of  course,  people  might  let 
holdings  amongst  themselves ; it  might  not  be  neces- 
sary to  take  strong  measures  now,  as  the  people  them- 
selves, owning  on  an  average  ten  or  fifteen  acres,  were 
beginning  to  see  clearly  the  evils  of  sub-division ; 
especially  was  this  the  case  with  purchasers  through 
the  Board  ; they  might,  however,  return  to  old  habits, 
54224-36,  54269-70. — .Witness  did  not  believe  sub- 
division had  been  connived  at  hy  landlords  or  their 
agents  to  obtain  more  rent,  hut  it  was  the  custom 
for  a father  to  divide  his  holding ; hence  its  miser- 
able condition,  54285,  54283. — Sub-division  had  to 
some  extent  prevented  emigration  in  the  past,  hut 
emigration  would  be  far  better  than  people  halving 
eight  or  ten  acres,  and  then  cursing  Government  be- 
cause they  were  starving,  the  unfortunate  ratepayers 
being  made  to  help  them,  54319-22. — The  clause  for- 
bidding sub-division  during  the  annuity  period 
should  'be  made  .a  perpetual  restriction  ; witness  knew 
nothing  about  the  Irish  Parliamentary  Party,  hut 
disagreed  with  it  if  it  was  opposed  fo  legislation  for- 
bidding sub-division  ; he  would  approve  of  Siate  inter- 
ference, even  in  oases  where  there  was  no  annuity, 
54267,  54283-4,  54310-18. — He  had  never  heard  of  the 
proposal  to  stop  subdivision  by  the  retention  hy 
Government  of  a small  interest,  a sort  of  quit-rent 
in  holdings  now  sold  outright,  and  could  not  discuss 
the  matter  ; he  would  not  himself  like  to  pay  more, 
or  he  interfered  with  by  Governmeeni,  bnt  ho  was 
totally  against  sub-division  of  ten  or  twelve  acres  of 
land ; the  method  of  prevention  must  he  left  to 
lawyers,  54323-40. 

Improved  Condition  op  Tenant  Purchasers. 

The  economic  condition  of  tenants  who  had  bought 
their  holdings  was  better  than  that  of  others ; the 
holding  was  cheaper,  the  rent  could  not  he  raised,  and 
they  took  more  interest  in  a property  that  be- 
longed to  them  ; except  where  there  w.as  a family  the 
people  were  in  debt  to  the  shopkeepers  of  the  district ; 
witness  believed  a man  who  had  not  bought  his  hold- 
ing was  in  greater  danger  of  debt  than  others,  hav- 
ing more  money  to  spend,  54286-90. 

Potatoes. 

The  people  relied  on  potatoes  for  their  maintenance, 
and  these  were  grown  more  than  oats,  and  quite  as 
much  as  formerly,  54280-2. 


M'HUGH,  Rev.  REDMOND. 


Congestion  in  Rosmuck  Parish. 

The  entire  parish  of  Rosmuck,  composed  of  wild 
mountain  and  reclaimed  bog,  was  congested ; the 
people’s  condition  -was  most  miserable,  and  their  pro- 
spects gloomy  in  the  absence  of  any  measure  to  en- 
large or  improve  their  holdings ; there  were  650 
families,  160  of  whom  had  holdings  valued  under  £1 ; 
about  220  were  valued  under  £2;  about  100  under 
£3,  and  the  restover  £3,  but  under  £5  ; none  of  these 
holdings  were  economic,  54342. 

Migration  should  be  Encoueaged  by  Loans  prom 
the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Migration,  at  least  to  some  extent,  wias  a necessity  ; 
there  were  no  grass  lands,  but  there  were  large  moun- 
tain tracts,  e.g.,  between  Costello  and  Spiddal  on  the 
south,  and  from  Maam  to  Oughterard  on  the  north, 
chiefly  held  by  outside  graziers  ; to  these,  people  could 
be  moved  who  had  families  able  to  work}  this  land 
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would  be  much  better  for  tillage  than  the  rocky  soil 
by  the  shore,  and  State  aid  should  be  given  for  its  re- 
clamation ; the  present  holdings  of  those  migrating 

could  be  used  to  enlarge  other  holdings,  54342. Wit? 

ness  knew  a great  many  people  who  were  most 
anxious  to  migrate  if  given  the  chance,  and  the  success 
of  a few  would  be  an  inducement  to  others  ; the  asser- 
tion that  Rosmuck  people  were  not  industrious  was  a 
slander  ; otherwise  bare  existence  on  their  poor  land 
would  be  impossible,  54344-55. — A Rosmuck  man 
would  certainly  be  able  to  till  in  East  Galway;  he 
would  grow  the  same  crops — potatoes,  cereals  and 
.green  crops,  but  on  better  land  and  under  better  con- 
ditions than  at  home,  54356-60. — A little  capital 
would  be  needed,  and  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
might  give  a cheap  loan  ; the  people  were  most 
anxious  to  repay  loans,  their  promptness  in  this  re- 
spect being  proved  by  the  regularity  of  their  annuity 
payments,  54361-6.— .Very  many  Rosmuck  people  had 
friends  and  relatives  in  America  who  sent  home  £3 
and  £4  and  more  to  meet  lC3iristmas  shop  bills ; many 
would  give  money  from  their  savings  to  help  those  at 
home  to  migrate  ; these  last  should  not  he  worse  off 
than  their  neighbours,  but  should  he  given  every 
chiance,  lest  they  should  be  unjustly  blamed  for 
failure  to  till  properly,  54367-77. — A rumour  that 
people  living  .at  Rosmuck,  Cam,  .and  Carraroe  were 
to  be  migrated  inland  had  'brought  witness  a letter 
from  a man  in  America  who  wanted  ,a  farm  at  home 
though  he  was  earning  £1  a day  ; he  had  a holding  to 
give  up  in  witness’s  parish,  in  the  Joyce  country, 
near  the  congested  district,  54368,  54430-2. 

Peat  Industry  Hampered  by  Lack  of  Roads  and 
Piers. 

The  congestion  on  small,  rocky  patches  on  the  shore 
was  chiefly  due  to  the  lack  of  roads  and  even  by-roads, 
by  which  seaweed  and  sand  for  manuring  unreclaimed 
land  might  be  brought  from  the  shore  to  the  mountain 
land  ; people  depended  a good  deal  on  peat — their  only 
industry  in  many  cases— and  this  was  much  handi- 
capped by  lack  of  roads  and  piers  ; in  the  townland  of 
Upper  Thomas  people  had  to  carry  turf  on  their 
backs,  put  it  into  boats,  row  three  miles,  again  carry 
it,  and  re-load  hookers  or  small  boats  with  it;  in 
Lower  Thomas  turf  wa®  often  rowed  out  to  hookers, 
and  in  Lettermacrag,  north  of  Kinvara,  people  paid 
6s.  or  8s.  for  oarting  a boat-load  of  turf  four  miles 
to  the  pier,  where  they  waited  till  a boat  was  free  to 
take  it ; .all  this  could  he  remedied  by  building  a few 
piers  .and  .making  roads  from  the  bogs  to  the  existing 
public  .roads,  54342,  54454. — Piers  were  chiefly  needed 
for  weed,  and  for  the  turf  exported  to  Arran,  Kinvara, 
New  Quay,  etc.  ; they  should  be  at  Upper  and  Lower 
Thomas ; the  first  would  not  need  a Toad,  but  half  a 
mile  of  road  would  be  needed  for  the  second  ; piers  and 
roads,  costing  about  the  same,  would  not  be  expensive ; 
there  was  a pier  in  the  district,  and  the  bohereen 
leading  to  it  should  be  made  into  a road,  and  so  save 
three  miles  to  .people  carrying  turf,  54451-65. — The 
County  Council  could  give  a grant  of  one-third  for  a 
road,  hut  experience  made  witness  certain  they  would 
not  help  now,  54466-7. — The  Board’s  negleot  in  build- 
ing  piers  at  which  boats  could  .anchor  safely  had  re- 
sulted in  wrecks  ; these  boats  had  been  bought  by 
small  loans  given  'by  the  (Board,  and  the  people, 
always  grateful,  had  done  their  best  to  p.ay  the  in- 
stalments punctually,  54342. 

The  Re-transference  of  ’Certain  Work  from  the 
Department  to  the  Board  Advocated. 

. ^6  Board  should  buy  poor  estates,  and  before  giv- 
ing them  to  tenants  should  stripe  the  mountain  and 
make  roads  and  boundaries ; the  Board  should  have  a 
model  farm,  etc.,  as  they  had  .attempted  at  the  time 
of  the  inception  of  the  Agricultural  Department ; fh® 
giving  of  agricultural  instruction  and  the  making  of 
necessary  improvements  in  congested  .areas  should  be 
transferred  from  the  Department  to  the  Board,  to 
which  the  work  had  first  been  given,  54342,  54474-5.— 
At  present  but  Little  agricultural  teaching  was  given  ; 
a man  was  occasionally  sent  to  teach  spraying,  and 
to  supply  a certain  class  of  potatoes  and  seeds  to  a 
very  few  people ; the  instructor  should  he  resident, 
at  any  rate  for  certain  seasons,  to  teach  people  how  to 
plant  seeds ; conditions  were  about  the  same  now  as 
when  the  Board  gave  the  teaching ; a few,  in  places 
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where  the  instructor  went,  had  profited,  and  witness’s 
crop  had  'been  better  then,  and  he  knew  more  about 
the  quality  of  the  manure  to  be  used  ; the  instructor 
had  not  been  resident,  but  had  come  at  certain  times, 
and  had  reached  the  people  far  better  than  the  pre- 
sent man  did  ; there  was  not  a member  of  the  County 
Committee  in  the  district,  54423-9,  54470-3. 

Establishment  of  a Woollen  Factory  Advocated. 

There  should  be  a woollen  factory  at  Screeb 
or  Maim  Cross ; either  place  would  be  cen- 
tral for  the  Joyce  country  people,  who  gene- 
rally had  a good  deal  of  wool  to  sell,  54342. 
— The  Board  would  have  to  support  the  scheme,  at  any 
rate  at  first;  the  people’s  complete  ignorance  of  in- 
dustrial life,  >and  the  question  of  competition  would 
create  some  difficulty,  but  the  factory  should  be  on  a 
small  scale,  to  supply  the  local  people  with  clothing 
material ; this  was  sometimes  made  at  home,  and 
there  were  three  or  four  looal  weavers ; witness  did 
not  think  the  Shane  woollen  factory  was  working 
now,  54413-22. — The  return  of  girls  from  America 
had  changed  the  fashion  of  dress  in  West  Ireland,  but 
the  establishment  of  a woollen  factory  would  probably 
re-create  a demand  for  homespun,  54437-8. 

The  Acquisition  of  a Sheet-run  Advocated. 

The  cloth  used  in  Rosmuck  generally  oarne  from  a 
distance,  and  it  would  greatly  improve  their  condi- 
tion if  householders  could  clothe  tlieir  families  off 
their  farms,  but  scarcely  anyone  had  sheep ; near 
Rosmuck  were  about  4,000  acres  which  could  easily 
be  acquired,  for  a sheep  run,  from  the  four  graziers 
who  now  held  it ; people  would  do  well  if  they  had 
sheep  on  this  land  ; there  would  be  room  for  domestic 
industries ; it  would  'be  a very  good  thing  if  in  time 
there  were  a little  exhibition  in  the  district  to  show 
what  people  were  doing  in  their  own  houses,  and  that 
they  were  able  to  clothe  their  households  from  wool 
grown  on  their  land,  54439-50. 

■Motor  Car  Services  Advocated. 

Motor  car  services  from  Maam  Cross,  on  by  Screeb, 
up  to  Kilkevrin,  and  by  Gama  on  to  Recess  would 
greatly  benefit  people  in  the  lower  district,  who  would 
have  a market  for  fowls,  eggs,  butter-,  etc.,  54342-3. — 
There  was  the  strongest  necessity  for  quicker  and 
better  means  of  communication,  but  a train  to  Cos- 
tello_  would  in  no  way  supply  the  want  of  a motor 
service,  and  was  a separate  question,  54433,  54468-9. 

Kelp  Burning. 

Kelp  burning  was  a very  precarious  industry,  but 
better  than  none,  people  got  from  £2  to  £5  a ton, 
Mr.  Hazell.  a Glasgow  agent,  giving  what  he  chose ; 
the  entire  absence  of  competition  was  seemingly  due 
to  a certain  'ring  ; for  years  witness  had  seen  that 
agents  gave  certain  people  a high  price  to  keep  up  a 
fictitious  price,  while  others  got  less  for  the  same 
quality  of  kelp  ; it  would  be  very  beneficial  if  the 
Board  established  ia  central  kiln,  to  which  people 
could  bring  the  weed,  which  the  Board  would  bum, 
and  sell,  54378-88. 

Condition  of  Tenant-purchasers. 

About  half  the  people  of  Rosmuck  had  bought  their 
holdings,  'and  under  the  Ashbourne  Act ; those  whose 
holdings  were  quite  near,  and  those  with  six  or  seven 
acres  of.  arable  land  were  much  better  off  than  for- 
merly ; instalments  sometimes  differed,  but  were  from 
6 to  7 per  cent,  less  than  the  old  rent ; where  the  hold- 
ing was  very  bad  it  seemed  ot  make  no  difference 
if  the  rent  were  lower  or  not,  for  the  man  could 
never  make  a living  by  the  land  ; he  had  not  the  same 
incentive  to  work  as  the  other  man,  54389-95,  54476. 

Direct  Sale. 

Witness  was  opposed  to  the  direct  sale  of  poor  hold- 
mgs,  which  should  be  bought  through  the  Board, 
54396-7.  6 

Accumulation  of  Holdings  by  Shopkeepers 
Possible,  but  not  Probable. 

It  was  possible  that  a small  holder  might  be 
squeezed  out  of  his  holding  by  a shopkeeper  to  whom 
he  was  much  in  debt,  though  witness  knew  of  no 


M’HUGH,  Rev.  REDMOND — continued. 

such,  case  ; perhaps  the  State  should  bear  in  mind  the 
possibility  of  a man  pressed  for  payment  by  his 
creditor,  giving  what  money  he  had  tow  a ids  the  debt, 
and  so  getting  behindhand  with  his  annuity  ; if  the 
State  then  sold  Hie  land  the  shopkeeper  might  buy  the 
holding,  and  in  time  become  the  landlord  of  an  es- 
tate ; this  was  unlikely  as  the  force  of  public  opinion 
would  boycott  the  shop  ; such  cases  were  rare,  and  in- 
debtedness to  shops  was  common  in  congested  districts, 
54398-412. — Witness  admitted  that  a shopkeeper  might 
prevent  a debtor  influencing  public  opinion  .against 
him  by  threatening  to  sue  him  for  debt,  54434. 
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Occupation  of  Witness. 

Witness,  a farmer,  owned  about  50  acres  of  land, 
practically  all  of  which  was  under  grass  ; he  was 
organiser  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society,  54478-87. 

Fishery  Instruction  Advocated. 

Education  In  fishing  was  a necessity  ; the  Congested 
Districts  Board  made  mistakes ; witness  their  failure 
as  to  horse-breeding ; but  they  had  done  a remarkable 
amount  of  lasting  good,  and  had  certainly  acted 
rightly  in  .regard  to  fishing,  54488-93. — Fishermen 
should  be  concentrated  in  a fishing  village  near  a 
useful  port  .and  means  of  transit ; a fisherman  should 
have  a little  land  for  potatoes,  but  should  look  to 
the  sea  for  his  living ; in  other  places  men  might  re- 
main half  farmers,  but  these  should  follow  long-shore 
fisliiug,  54494-500. — Instead  of  resident  instructors 
there  might  be  a school  to  teach  sons  of  fishermen 
about  modem  fishing  appliances,  or  fishing  might  be 
taught  in  the  technical  school ; in  the  Piscatorial 
School,  Baltimore,  'Cork,  the  only  one  witness  knew 
of,  everything  connected  with  fishing  was  taught — 
boat-building,  net-making,  net-mending,  and  long- 
shore fishing,  and  the  pupils  were  taken  out  to  sea ; 
witness  thought  only  boys  convicted  of  begging  could 
be  sent  to  this  school  built  by  Lady  Burdett-Ooutts, 
54501-06. — The  size  of  the  area  supervised  by  the 
Board’s  inspector  prevented  his  giving  the  personal 
encouragement  necessary  to  induce  near-shore  fisher- 
men to  fish  ; for  these  and  for  other  fishermen,  too, 
thei-e  should  be  men  bound  to  live  at  certain  places 
on  the  coast  who  would  only  be  responsible  for  their 
own  district,  54507-11. 

Agricultural  Instruction  a Necessary  Adjunct  to 
Migration. 

Mignation,  a necessity,  would  involve  the  training 
of  young  men  to  use  the  plough  and  harrow,  and  to 
choose  seeds  ; there  were  patches  here  and  there  suit- 
able for  ploughing,  .and  a resident  instructor  could 
develop  a taste  for  advanced  farming  ; if  a farmer’s 
son  did  well  in  his  ordinary  school  course  he  should 
be  .trained  by  an  agricultural  instructor  to  teach,  as 
people  would  learn  readily  from  a fellow-country- 
man ; only  a certain  number  should  teach ; some 
could  superintend  in  the  National  schools,  which 
would  be  equally  good,  54488,  54513-22. — A migrant 
could  learn  what  was  necessary  at  an  agricultural 
college  between  leaving  his  old  holding  and  taking  up 
his  new  one,  or  his  wife  and  children  could  look  after 
his  farm  during  his  two  months’  course ; he  would 
have  to  learn  ploughing  on  land  attached  to  the  col- 
lege, 54523-29. — The  National  schools  should  do  some- 
tiling  on  agricultural  lines,  as  it  was  better  and 
easier  to  instil  .a  taste  for  agriculture  in  youth,  than 
in  mature  age,  54589-91. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Advocated — Any  Loss  In- 
volved should  be  borne  by  the  Public. 

Compulsory  purchase  was  a necessity ; witness  lived 
on  the  Comyn’s  property,  in  tlie  parish  of  Spiddal, 
Tuam,  the  most  congested  in  Ireland,  and  the  worst 
as  to  rundale,  54513,  54532-3,  54573-4. — The  tenants 
had  wished  the  Board  to  buy  it  long  ago,  so  that  some 
of  them  could  have  been  migrated,  but  the  Board  had 
refused,  ias  there  were  no  grass  lands  for  division, 
and  no  means  of  enlarging  holdings,  54534.  54557-8, 
4/2 
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54561-3,  54576-7. — Most  of  toe  tenants  Lad  negotiated 
for  the  estate  at  between  eleven  and  twelve  years’ 
purchase,  but  -unfortunately  the  parish  priest  had  'ad- 
vised an  offer  of  18i  years’  purchase,  so  as  to  avoid 
inspection  and  so  forth,  and  the  tenants  had  with- 
drawn ; the  average  rent  of  the  holdings  was  £3,  and 
the  difference,  six  or  seven  years’  purchase,  to  the 
annuitant’s  pocket  might  not  have  equalled  a dog 
tax,  hut  Is.  meant  a good  deal  to  a poor  man  ; the 
Estates  Commissioners  liad  been  .applied  to,  but  had 
left  naturally  disgusted  that  so  much  had  -been  offered 
for  so  poor  .an  estate,  54534,  54553-60. — The  property 
had  been  in  the  Encumbered  Estates  'Court  for  thirty 
years,  and  last  year  had  been  sold  for  six  years’  pur- 
chase to  (witness  thought)  .a  'Mr.  Dally;  the  poor 
tenants  had  never  seen  the  advertisements  of  the  sale 
in  the  Dublin  papers,  and  would  have  been  frightened 
by  the  .idea  of  paying  cash ; they  could  never  be  made 
to  do  anything  for  themselves  ; they  were  illiterate  and 
ignorant,  ana  needed  to  be  reasoned  with  in  Irish ; 
their  willingness  to  give  more  than  six  years’  purchase 
had  been  put  before  the  Court ; the  Estates  -Commis- 
sioners might  not  have  known  about  the  sale,  54534-5, 
54544-9,  54563A-6,  54584-6. — Witness  did  not  know  the 
details  of  the  transaction,  but  thought  the  estate  had 
gone  to  the  first  of  several  mortgagees,  .all  of  whom 
had  been  served  with  notices  of  the  sale ; perhaps  the 
second  mortgagee  had  not  appeared  in  the  T-and 
Court,  because  he  and  the  others  had  lost  patience 
after  -thirty  years’  fruitless  waiting,  and  so  had  let 
the  sale  go  by  default,  54579-88.—' This  was  the  worst 
of  hundreds  of  cases  witness  knew  of,  showing  the 
necessity  for  compulsory  purchase,  54543,  54571,  54576. 
—Some  of  the  tenants  had  had  fair  rents;  witness 
had  had  a first-term  rent  sixteen  years’  ago,  .and 
meant  to  go  in  for  ,a  second-term  one,  unless  the  place 
were  soon  bought ; the  price  asked  was  181  years’  pur- 
chase, 54536-42. — There  should  be  compulsion  for 
buyers  ;as  well  as  sellers,  but  the  price  fixed  should 
be,a  fair  one  ; any  -possible  loss  involved  by  the  trans- 
action should  be  borne  by  the  general  public,  54568- 


Work  op  Agriculturad  Banks. 

Numbers  of  people  in  the  county  and  along  the 
West  coast  generally  were  oppressed  by  gombeen  men, 
but  the  fact  that  gomheenism  was  not  as  prevalent  as 
twenty-five  years  ago  w.as  entirely  due  to  the  creation 
of  agricultural  banks;  -gomlbeenism  had-  not  dis- 
appeared  m districts  where  these  had  not  been  es- 
tablished ; their  capital  was  comparatively  small,  but 
was  increasing,  54592-604,  54614-15.— The  co-opera- 
tive or  -agricultural  credit  societies,  a different  phase 
Jr3  movement,  were  meant  to  buy  manure  and  so 
forth ; the  movement  was  young,  and  there  were  very 
few  people  to  deposit  money  in  the  districts  where 
fve,  jS  worked,  but  £36  was  not,  as  stated,  the 
dePc,slt,  made>  £5P  having  been  deposited  in 
*5"*  •year  by  SPida11’  54605-13.— It 
would  be  better  to  give  work  such  as  building,  etc.,  to 
these  societies  than  to  parish  committees ; the  ihn.uk 
had  ■ 4/0  Pay  &a  enteance  fee, 
*?le  Ballk  Committee  at  -the  annual  meeting 
S °f  dlfierent  districts  of  the  area 

where  the  bank  worked — men  who  knew  poor  men’s 
tor  the  Wit  of 
one  membei  had  to  he  sanctioned  by  the  whole  Com 
mitfee;  Paaash  Committees  were  not  like  this  54616- 
30.— Witness  admitted  that  seed  distribution  ’ bv  the 
co-operative  society  was  confined  to  its  members7  but 

j^S-7.  “ ^ Pari8k  ™ld  to 


Parish  Committees. 

rZUf-SL1"-?’  *b°"t  election  of  Par 

Committees  , it  would  not  be  strange  if  the  memb 
knew  .amd  took  an  .interest  in  -the  locality  ; the  par 
priest  and  local  doctor  and  others  were  ex-officio  me 
bers  and  no  disparagement  of  anyone  had  been 
temled,  54CT-42.-Thf  Pari*  OoJES^bS?, 
of  toe  nature  of  relief,  and  though  people  mkrht  ■« 
be  helped,  it  should  be  to  do  substantial  work— i 
small  jobs,  which  would  become  useless  if  mignat; 
wore  adopted  ; M doubt  life  ^‘2“ 
some  cleanhness  taught,  and  witness  did  not'  thi 
the  help  given  lessened  self-reliance,  54617-22. 


ROBINSON,  Mr.  HENRY. 


Land  Purchase  by  the  Board  Advocated  as  trp 
Remedy  eor  Rundale. 

The  townland,  Parke,  on  the  Blake  Minors  Estate 
was  a had  -property  in  rundale,  a £3  holding  some' 
times  being  in  fourteen  hits ; toe  Board  had  bought 
part  -of  toe  estate  near  Roundstone,  the  Island 
Innisnee,  which  they  had  greatly  improved  in  a veiy 
short  time;  it  was  doubtful  if  they  would  buy  the 
rest,  though  it  was  most  desirable  they  should  do  so 
as  they  were  the  only  body  with  power  to  consolidate 
the  holdings,  and  so  increase  the  value  of  the  land  • 
it  was  probably  toe  duty  of  toe  receiver,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  toe  committee  of  toe  estate,  to  move  the 
Lord  'Chancellor  to  make  -an  offer  to  the  Board  of  pro- 
perty in 'Chancery,  54643-52.— dt  was  most  undesire- 
able  that  rundale  -should  be  perpetuated  by  direct 
sale  -to  tenants  ; there  was  no  objection  to  purchase 
by  toe  Estates  Commissioners,  but  the  Board  seemed 
toe  body  most  likely  to  work  in  this  congested  dis- 
trict toe  great  point  was  to  improve  toe  tenants' 
condition,  54653-5.— Only  a body  armed  with  the  ne- 
cessary statutory  powers  could  alter  toe  rundale  into 
a striping  system;  a landlord  oould  not  make  a 
tenant  move  from  one  plot  to  .another,  and  only  'before 
1881  had  he  had  power  to  stripe  and  to  serve  notice 
to  quit ; -rundale  had  existed  during  the  whole  time 
of  witness’s  receivership,  and  had  mostly  arisen  be- 
fore 1881 ; most  landlords  -had  then  prevented  it  but 
others  had  disliked  the  trouble  and  expense  involved  • 
even  prior  to  1871  it  had  been  very  difficult,  one 
obstacle  being  the  people’s  conservatism,  54656-68. 


Purchase  op  Estates  by  the  Board  in  globo 
Advocated. 

Land  purchase  was  toe  chief  remedy  for  congestion ; 
there  were  numbers  of  estates  between  Spiddal  and 
Lettermullen  in  a very  bad  w.ay  ; some  had  turf  and 
no  seaweed,  others  only  seaweed  ; toe  Estates  Com- 
missioners or  the  Board  should  buy  these  properties 
in  globo,  so  that  there  could  be  mutual  interchange 
of  benefits ; there  was  not  a sod  of  turf  on  the  St. 
George  Estate,  and  people  were  sorawing  the  ground, 
and  taking  the  small  .amount  of  commonage  grass 
meant  for  cattle  ; they  burned  toe  sods,  leaving  only 
bare  rocks,  and-  this  could  not  be  stopped,  for  fire  was 
•a  necessity ; there  was  plenty  of  turf  on  part  of  the 
Berxidge  and  Miller  Estates ; such  properties  should 
be  handled  together,  so  as  to  provide  .all  the  tenant- 
purchasers  with  turbary,  54669-74. 


Migration  in  Groups. 

There  were  vast  tracts  of  commonage  attached  to 
some  of  the  estates  ; it  might  not  be  -particularly  good 
land,  hut  with  roads  -into  it,  and  seaweed  brought 
there,  some  of  the  people  might  be  moved  a certain 
distance,  and  would  probably  prefer  not  to  go  too  far 
if  possible ; congestion  was  chiefly  round  the  shore 
because  of  toe  seaweed  ; toe  condition  of  many  small 
tenants  would  be  greatly  improved  if  commonage 
were  acquired  for  them  ; in  a sheep  district  men 
'5®  able  to  clothe  their  families  with  the  wool, 
which  would  be  advantageous ; but  sheep  could  not 
be  kept  everywhere,  and  it  was  hard  to  prevent  their 
getting  over  fences  into  gardens,  54675-7. — Only  a 
bodJ  like  the  Board  or  the  Estates  'Commissioners 
comdi'mpMre  the  condition  of  Lettermore,  Gorumna, 
and  Lettermullen  people ; some  might  be  migrated, 
toe  objection  to  leaving  their  -birth-place  being  over- 
come by  moving  groups  of  friends  from  toe  same 
neighbourhood,  54748-9. 

Fisheries. 

The  fishing  might  be  improved  ; toe  spring  mackerel 
fishing,  lasting  through  April,  May,  -and  June,  had, 
on  the  whole,  been  successful  iat  Roundstone ; the  bay 

there  w.as  very  good,  and  the  conveniences  adequate 

to  -any  reasonable  developments  which  might  take 
place ; they  were  not  badly  off  as  regarded  transit) 
though  a railway  would  be  .an  improvement,  as  fish 
hadto  be  carted  five  miles  from  Roundstone  to  Bally- 
nahinch  station  ; fish  were  mostly  exported  fresh ; 
for  the  last  few  years  a -buyer,  Mr.  Ruane,  had  come 
from  Galway  ; a hulk  provided  by  toe  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  lay  in  toe  harbour,  and  he  had  sent  in 
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•one  day  600  boxes  of  fresh  mackerel  in  Norwegian  ice 
to  the  English  market,  where  they  sold  in  good  condi- 
tion ; if  ice  nan  out,  or  there  was  a great  glut  of  fish, 
they  salted  them  in  barrels  for  Amerioa ; there  were 
very  few  mackerel  in  autumn ; but  in  April,  when 
they  were  not  plentiful,  they  went  up  to  15s  to  £1  a 
box,  dropping  later  to  6s.,  54678-89,  54695-6. — The 
people  were  not  skilled  fishermen,  but  the  Board  had 
supplied  .instructors,  and  many  were  taking  it  up  for 
the  first  time ; some  boats  had  failed,  others  were 
doing  well ; there  seemed  to  be  some  difficulty  in 
getting  the  instalments  for  some  boats ; people  went 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  sea,  outside  Aran  ; the  in- 
crease in  the  take  of  fish  was  due  to  the  Board  ; no 
mackerel  had  been  taken  'before  the  establishment  of 
that  body ; young  men  were  glad  to  fish,  and  it  was 
not  likely  the  industry  would  be  dropped  by  those 
newly  engaged  in  it,  54689-701. — The  fishing  off 
Lettermore  and  Gorumna  might  be  improved  ; a pier 
might  be  built  .at  Kugella,  as  the  fishermen  there, 
when  they  had  tried  the  mackerel  fishing  before,  had 
generally  had  to  run  into  Aran,  .and  wait  for  a 
favourable  opportunity ; witness  believed  the  lack  of 
harbour  had  made  owners  give  up  tlieir  boats ; he  did 
not  think  the  people  there  would  give  up  the  land 
for  the  sea,  which  they  only  regarded  as  a help  to  a 
livelihood,  54747,  54750. 

Prospects  of  Developing  an  Oyster  Fishery. 

There  was  a good  lobster  trade  at  Roundstone,  but 
the  only  oyster  beds  belonged  to  Mr.  Berridge,  who 
collected  'and  sold  the  oysters  himself ; they  were 
dredged  off  a breeding-bed  .at  Rossmuck  on  to  the 
fattening  bed  at  Cashel  (Bay ; now  iand  then,  if  the 
supply  ran  short,  they  got  foreign,  e.g.,  French 
oysters ; oysters  had  deteriorated  for  some  reason ; 
the  spatting  w.as  much  less,  and  the  oysters  far  less 
numerous  ; the  spat  was  collected  in  the  natural  way ; 
the  artificial  means  used  by  Mr.  Corless  at  Clifden  did 
not  seem  to  answer  any  better,  54702-9,  54713,  54732, 
54743-6. — When  witness  had  managed  these  beds 
oysters  had  been  sent  by  the  thousand  to  'Clare  men, 
who  had  sold  them  all  wholesale,  54710-12. — The 
banks  were  dredged  to  keep  mud  and  weed  away; 
small  oysters  were  taken  up  ; the  oysters  over  the 
whole  .area  were  disturbed  every  time  any  were 
caught,  but  if  left  they  were  inclined  to  sink  .and  die ; 
dredging  did  them  good,  but  was  not  done  often,  a lot 
being  dredged  together,  put  down  on  the  bed,  and 
taken  off  ; oysters  were  only  collected  from  Mr.  Ber- 
ridge’s  own  foreshore,  54714,  54727-30,  54739. — Ap- 
parently there  was  no  way  of  developing  the  oyster 
fishery  .around  the  coast  of  Galway,  as  oysters  could 
not  be  planted  .anywhere ; the  old  beds  at  Lettermore 
had  disappeared  ; part  of  the  inlet  by  Gorumna  would 
be  very  suitable  for  oysters,  and  what  was  done  in 
one  place  might  perhaps  be  done  in  twenty,  and  cer- 
tainly the  central  fishery  authority  might  well  try 
the  experiment ; the  fishing  was  valuable  and  re- 
munerative ; there  was  always  a market  for  oysters, 
•and  they  could  be  carried  long  distances ; the  fisher- 
men, too,  would  not  have  to  go  to  sea ; witness  knew 
nothing  of  the  system  followed  in  France  or  of  the 
people’s  eagerness  there  to  get  muddy  patches  of  fore- 
shore ; the  experiment  should  first  be  tried  on  a small 
scale,  as  the  experience  gained  in  working  Mr.  Ber- 
ridge’s  beds  was  not  encouraging,  54715-26,  54732-4. — 
The  chief  expense  of  watching  might  be  lessened  if 
everyone  were  interested  in  the  fishery,  but  it  was  a 
•question  whether  oysters  would  do  well  in  certain 
places ; Mr.  Berridge’s  were  .indigenous,  but  they 
were  not  numerous  elsewhere,  though  a few  rock- 
oysters  might  be  found  here  .and  there ; witness  did 
not  really  believe  the  business  would  pay,  for  though 
the  price  of  oysters  had  gone  up,  the  return  was  far 
less  than  thirty  years  ago,  54735-44. — In  some  parts 
when  the  spring  tides  were  low,  crabs  and  multitudi- 
nous other  things  should  be  taken  off  the  beds,  as  they 
sucked  out  the  oysters,  and  caused  great  loss,  54747. 
— Agricultural  instruction  was  a very  good  thing, 
and  might  do  much  for  the  people,  54751. 


•CURRAN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Means  of  Livelihood  at  Loughmore. 
Witness  was  a small  farmer  at  Loughmore,  Cos- 
tello Bay,  and  fished  a little;  he  had  a holding  of 


forty  acres,  including  a piece  of  commonage  at- 
tached, and  he  had  some  grazing  lands  outside  ; one- 
fourth  of  his  holding  was  waste,  and  the  remainder, 
though  rather  bad,  might  be  cultivated ; he  had  a 
horse,  but  no  one  used  a plough  in  his  county ; he 
paid  a second-term  rent  of  £7  2s.  6d.,  but  had 
formerly  paid  £11  5s.  ; he  had  not  been  .able  to  sell 
his  holding  a year  or  two  ago ; he  would  not  care  to 
give  up  his  fishing,  but  he  did  not  sell  fish,  as  did 
some  of  his  poorer  neighbours  who  fished  all  the  time  ; 
the  larger  the  holdings  the  less  the  men  fished,  54753, 
54759,  54764-8,  54772-7. 

■Migration. 

There  was  no  chance  of  making  a living  in  the  dis- 
trict, as  the  holdings  were  so  small,  and  the  land  ex- 
hausted ; land  that  had  once  yielded  oats  would  not 
now  grow  even  the  poorest  rye ; migration  was  the 
only  remedy,  and  small  leans  would  be  needed  to  help 
people  till  the  new  holdings  yielded  a return  ; people 
would  prefer  to  migrate  all  together,  54755,  54770-1. 
—-Witness  would  go  .as  far  as  Louglirea,  .and  farther, 
to  get  a large  holding  he  could  divide  with  his 
family,  for  whose  sake  he  wished  to  migrate,  as  other- 
wise they  would  always  be  poor,  54756-60,  54769, 
54778-80. — Witness  had  a married  son  living  on  .a 
separate  holding  with  two  or  three  others,  who  would 
also  like  to  migrate,  54761-3. 


COSTELLO,  Mr.  PETER. 

The  Darby  Estate. 

Witness  lived  at  Loughanbeg,  Inver,  Spiddal,  Mr. 
Darby’s  property,  on  which  there  was  a head-rent  of 
£350,  which  explained  the  small  number  of  years’ 
purchase ; a wrong  statement  had  been  made  about 
this,  54784-8,  54811-12. — Witness  was  not  sure  if 
Mr.  Darby  would  sell  the  estate  for  what  he  had  paid 
for  it ; there  had  been  a lot  of  arrears,  some  people 
owing  £150  and  £200,  which  he  had  wiped  off,  54822. 
— The  estate  should  be  bought,  and  roads  made  up  to 
the  mountains  ; roads,  piers,  and  fishing  boats  were 
needed,  and  a lot  of  mountain  land  oould  be  re- 
claimed, 54783,  54788. 

Increase  of  Poverty  in  Loughanbeg. 

Some  people,  small  owners,  would  migrate,  but  the 
majority  would  not ; poverty  had  .greatly  increased  ; 
witness  did  not  know  why  lands  were  small  and 
poorer  than  formerly,  while  families  were  larger ; 
many  went  away  ; people.  . paid  less  rent,  and  were  not 
content  with  what  they  had  once  had,  54788-97. — The 
crops,  too,  were  bad,  and  a grant  should  he  given  for 
spraying  potatoes,  54798. 

Indebtedness  to  S’hopkeefers,  &c. 

Witness  was  a shopkeeper  and  farmed  land  left 
him  by  his  father,  and  people  owed  him  about  £400 
or  £500 — far  more  than  formerly ; the  form  would 
pay  pretty  well  if  it  had  his  whole  attention ; grow- 
ing competition,  due  to  an  increasing  number  of 
shops,  had  necessitated  giving  more  credit  than  for- 
merly ; tco  much  credit  increased  poverty,  but  wit- 
ness saw  no  remedy  ; he  had  never  sued  anyone  for 
debt  in  his  twenty  years  of  business,  54799-810, 
54813-7. — Debtors  sometimes  came  saying  they  had 
fasted  three  days,  and  he  gave  them  goods ; he  had 
never  charged  interest,  and  charged  no  more  for  goods 
bought  on  credit ; a man  always  asked  the  price  of 
what  he  wished  to  buy,  and  did  not  bargain  harder 
when  not  in  debt ; the  credit  lasted  from  three  to  .six 
years,  but  few  were  in  debt  over  four  or  five  years, 
54839-45,  54859-60. — 'Witness  .and  other  shopkeepers 
had  licences,  and  witness  would  not  be  able  to  sell  his 
groceries  without  his ; of  course  he  made  some  profit 
on  drink  ; 'Connemara  people  oame  on  and  off  to  Gal- 
way, and  the  one  business  brought  in  the  other, 
54857-8,  54861-66. — 'Witness  sold  cloth ; the  people 
were  not  extravagant  as  to  dress,  54801-2. — He  got  tea 
from  Dublin  and  sold  it  from  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  8d.  pei 
lb.,  54835-7. 

Gombeenism — Agricultural  Banks. 

About  thirty  years  ago  there  had  been  a gombeen 
man  in  the  district,  but  there  were  none  now,  and 
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witness,  having  no  experience  -of  such  people,  could 
not  say  whether  they  had  "been  replaced  by  the  shop- 
keepers ; agricultural  banks  had  not  long  'been  started, 
and  he  knew  nothing  about  them,  54846-55. 

Migratory  Labour. 

People  seldom  went  to  Scotland,  but  many  went  to 
America,  and  numbers,  as  many  .as  sixty  in  one  morn- 
ing, migrated  to  Lcughrea,  Woodlawn,  and  other 
places  in  East  Galway,  to  work  on  the  big  farms ; 
they  cut  turf,  moulded  potatoes,  • broke  stones,  saved 
hay,  ploughed,  a.nd  worked  small  threshing  machines 
for  oats ; they  started  in  March  or  April,  and  worked 
on  to  Christmas ; they  might  come  home  for  a week  or 
two,  then  go  back ; some  stayed  in  East  Galway  till 
Christmas;  the  breaking  up  of  the  big  tillage  farms 
would  diminish  the  demand  for  labour,  which  would 
not  be  good  for  this  district,  54818-21,  54823-34. 

CONROY,  Mr.  JOHN  C. 

Certain  Districts  in  Galway  not  Represented  on 
the  County  Committee. 

The  County  Committee  appointed  by  the  County 
Council,  could  formulate  agricultural  schemes  sub- 
ject to  the  .approval  of  the  Department ; the  County 
Council  levied  a tax  of  Id.  in  the  £ over  the  whole 
county,  and  the  Committees  distributed  the  money ; 
the  County  Councils  delegated  all  their  powers  to  the 
Committees,  agricultural  instruction  being  dealt  with 
by  the  Agricultural  'Committee,  and  technical  instruc- 
tion by  the  Technical  'Committee ; the  needs  of  a dis- 
trict could  only  be  brought  before  the  Committee  by 
the  representatives,  .and  though  they  tried  to  allooate 
the  money  evenly,  a district  with  no  representatives 
might  get  nothing,  54869-75.—  Part  of  Galway  had 
been  overlooked,  neither  Carna  nor  Rossmuck  sending 
representatives ; there  was  no  local  representative 
west  of  Spiddal  till  Roundstone  was  reached  for 
though  witness  was  on  the  Committee  he  lived  in  Gal- 
way ; though  proposed,  the  name  of  Father  M'Hugh, 
of  Rossmuck,  had,  for  some  reason,  been  left  out  of 
the  list,  and  he  was  only  on  the  Technical  Committee 
at  Carna,  54876-80. 

Suggested  Improvements  in  Regard  to  the  Kft.-p 
Industry.  • 

Since  the  discovery  of  the  deposit  of  chloride  of 
potash  in  certain  fields  in  South  America  iodine  could 
be  made  for  about  2d.  an  ounce  ; witness  had  been  in 
the  sub-marme  case  in  Dublin,  and  the  question  of 
kelp  .and  seaweed  had  been  much  discussed,  both  be- 
fore the  Sub-Commission  in  the  Land  Commission 
Court  and  in  the  High  Court;  the  above  figures  had 
then  been  quoted,  and  .also,  witness  thought  nub- 
i"  *-  Pamphlet  issued  by  the  Congested  Districts 
J;  Americans  could,  if  they  chose,  send  300 

fndS-^T,  +°f  lodme  H S™°Pe’  And  the  home 
industry  but  ,a  ring  controlling  the  fields  kept-  up  the 
price  to  7a.  an  ounce,  and  this  was  not  likely  to  eo 
down  for  some  time;  meanwhile  the  industry,  though 
somewhat  unstable,  might  be  improved,  54880%, 
J^L-Iodme,  volatile,  the  kelp  should  not 
be  burned  in  open  kilns;  perhaps  retorts  might  be 
Sl'aJldn1^W0Uld  llelp  the  kelP  industry  !f  the 
do  something  along  the  coast  m regard 
and  drying  the  weed  ; then  10s.  a ton  now 
paid  for  freightage  and  the  10s.  or  12s.  more  paid 
n“ght  ,be  saved  if  iodine  were  ™ade 
*5  Jp1  and’  ,t]lere  was  enough  material  o.n  the  coast 
5Sy0A?it'l SUpport  the  industry, 

wS^'K?htd8tatedtba?,  red  weed  (from  de^ 

water;  and  courlagh  were  equally  good  for  keln  but 

ittSeof7iSiS  136  e5tra^ed  . 

j-  * however,  used,  in  spite  of  Mr 
Hazell  s disapproval ; it  added  to  the  weight  and  +1,a 
burners  said  it  mixed  better.  f 


CONROY,  Mr.  JOHN  C.— continued. 

Remedial  Measures  which  should  be  Adopt™ 

Galway.  d Itf 

Witness  thought  snudh  might  .be  d<m9  to  enconr,., 
people  to  reclaim  mountain  land,  especially  w18*8 
Spiddal  and  Kiikerrin  ; .piemtu^Xife 
•ready  brought  about  a change  in  manv  „i  ' 
notably  in  Father  M ‘Hugh’s  parish— in  the  lit^T' 
or  ten  years,  but  it  could  still  be  greatly  immoff 
the  making  of  roads  and  piers  should  '!»  en«WJ!  7 
and  something  done  for  the  fishing  A LetXSff 
a good  pier  was  needed  there,  m the  heats  now  haftl 
go  to  Aran  for  shelter,  54891.  to 

Refusal  of  m boam^Buy  the  Lettmum, 

t T aL  LwtX'*5al  temilts  bad  offered  in  ft. 
Landed  Estates  Oonrt  to  huj  the  property  L S? 
years  purchase  but  the  Board  would  Sot  toS  S 
a second  offer  of  twelve  years'  purchase  hayin?b?  ’ 
mfused  by  the  Land  Judge,  the  incumbrancers  the 
Scottish  Insurance  Company,  had  bought  the  ifZ 
for  a large  sum ; there  was  no  chance  of  imnrovp 
menft  a the  Board  shirked  buying  sneh  pro^S,' 


r — “w*  ° ; .IX  added  to  the  weight  and  +1,« 

S'oouid%“|.i^truSraJtS  b!'“k 

manufacture,  and  bromide  louH  lTStoeM  ££ 

filhXS,  llsSiX  the  Snto*Ak»  of  arti- 


HOSTY,  Rev.  THOMAS. 

Sale  op  the  Comyns  Estate. 

Witness  agreed  with  most  of  what  had  been  said 
concerning  the  wants  of  Spiddal.  First  it  “as 
necessary  that  the  Congested  Districts  Board  should 
buy  the  Comyns  and  Blake  Minors  estates,  which 

SeTboSh? TI,e  £lst  of 

Lv.en  bought  by  Mr.  Darby  m court  a few  month* 

hfd^Wd  mne  OT  ten  -years  Prev^onsly  the  tenants 
had  signed  papers  agreeing  to  buy  at  fourteen  years’ 
purchase,  bnt  the  Land  Commission  bad  ffl 

hXrS0”  ’ X-  f?"  °r  Je"'a  lh«  fcnanta 

on  Cit  XT?  ‘.“‘“ty  >«  witness  to  negotiate 
■ , ?or  eighteen  or  twenty-one  years' 
Kino  3?  T'  Judge  n-osa.  the  vendor, 

bt?  , 3 tlus’  tlle  solicitor,  Mr.  Sainabnry 

I:?!..?3?  Iie“,'li  to  TP1?  ‘be  Estates  Commi 
SSe?  5dbSf  TA0!  M“srs.  Knncane, 

had  nitSi  ttuart  to  see  the  place,  hut 

to  Dublta  h ■7“?’  ””P“SSed,  and  on  retaining 
hay?  7cc™t  A3  °%red  "I  pnce  whicl1  owner  could 
fS?  ?S?d'  w,toes8  had  reason  to  think  they  had 
r.dd™rth'i,nerXpMd‘*se'  believed3 they 
to»y  Med  have  nothing  more  to 
the  ,2, =3  fti*6 1 be  admitted  they  had  known  of 
sale  on  th  ' tG  Commission  to  sanction  the 

SllcTo  r?“  b'*1  Purposed,  54892-6,  54905-09. 
cpme/i  • ^ a pi*7  the  Board  had  not  been  con- 

Sl'bXnh“dX  * bead  rent  oi  £266  .Mob 
i!  X T*™4'  Mf.  Darby,  who  had  the  first 
but  wirtX  mot‘|“Se  01>  ‘be  estate,  had  bought  it, 
believed  hm  ldea  °f  money,  and  witness 

ITZVt  Was,  to  sell  to  the  Board  at 

ot?I  & ilad,  Slven  : there  were  no  legal 

ants  W rt,  a Sale  now  from  landlord  to  t-n- 

Lanrl  last  1were  too  poor  to  buy  unless  the- 

Sauced  the  money,  and  the  Es- 
vaur»  ^ b!83^1'3  coald  not  sanction  a public  ad- 

tion  did.  n°t  approve ; the  transac- 

bv  mpano  t ^fpted  if  congestion  were  relieved 
by  means  of  migration,  54916-29 

Migration  Possibilities. 
rarlntvfoW618  x^1®  ^strict  many  thousand  acres  of' 
neonle  f ® m0untai/n  ,and  bog  on  which  numbers  of 
?orn?  . “ ??ngeste^  estates  could  be  made  very 

hZZS  ; tfcey  wouM  be  happier  near  their  oId' 
"igr“t®i  Westmeath  or  Bos- 

Alleged  Illiteracy  of  Connemara  Tenants. 

tenan^s  were  well  versed  in  the  zones, 
infornW  Wer6  not  l£dl  iterate ; some  were  very  well 
nerpape,re  found  their  way  into  the  dis- 

not  N^-lT  f SS  ^h°Ught  that  man7  of  these  were 
h£d  SS  ^ uSt  :c  since  % Act  of  1903  the  papers- 
full  of  expressions  about  the  zones,  and. 


• See  Appendix  to  the  Tenth  Report  of  the  Coirxniaslon  [Cd.  4C07,  1901],  footnote  p.  9! 
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HOSTY,  Rev.  THOMAS— continued. 

in  each  village  there  was  a man  who  could  read  to  the 
•others  and  explain  every  phrase ; at  one  time  cer- 
tain people  .and  some  Nationalist  people  had  been 
very  fond  of  the  zones,  though  they  now  found  it 
•convenient  to  think  differently,  54897-904,  54910-15. 


Transit  Facilities. 

Transit  facilities  were  very  much  needed  for  the 
fishing. 


LAWLESS,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 


Acquisition  of  Gbazing  Lands  advocated. 

At  Upper  Dangan,  wihich  was  partly  in  the 
urban  district  of  Galway,  where  witness  lived, 
there  were  six  farmers  with  only  four  or  five 
acres  of  land,  valued  at  £5,  £4,  and  £2. 

Some  people  might  be  migrated,  but  there 
was  enough  . land  in  the  district  for  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings,  os  close  to  these  poor  people  were 
300  or  400  acres  of  grazing  land  on  the  River  Corrib 
which  should  be  divided  instead  of  being  in  the  hands 
of  shopkeepers.  With  a little  more  land  the  farmers 
could  live  pretty  well  on  their  farms,  but  now  they 
had  to  work  outside,  and  labour  was  slack  in  Galway, 
excepting  that  at  the  granite  quarries,  54935-7, 
•54940-1. 


Urban  District  Rates. 

Witness  did  not  object  to  living  in  the  urban  dis- 
trict, but  his  grievance  partly  lay  in  the  fact  that 
rates  were  high,  and  farmers  had  to  pay  most  of 
them;  those  who  had  bough;  and  those  who  had 
gone  on  for  a second  term  had  to  pay  all  rates 
within  the  urban  district,  54939. 


WALSH,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Necessity  for  completion  of  Road  between  Ross- 
a-Veel  Pier  and  Oughterard. 

It  was  essential  that  the  road  from  Ross-a-Veel 
Pier  to  Oughterard,  about  fifteen  miles,  should  be 
finished ; the  road  had  been  begun  about  sixty 
years  ago,  and  both  ends  made,  leaving  a gap  of 
about  four  miles;  the  road  had  been  under  contract 
for  twenty  years;  in  1891  a large  part  had  been 
made,  including  a bridge  over  Bonrahaun  River,  with 
money  from  Mr.  Balfour’s  Relief  Fund,  but  the  works 
had  been  left  derelict  since  then  ; the  completion  of 
the  road  would  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  the  districts 
of  Fermoyle,  Muckannagh,  Glenniemurrin,  Costello, 
Lettermore,  Carraroe  and  Corumna  Islands,  and  the 
adjoining  townlands,  parts  of  which  were  very  con- 
gested ; they  could  use  Oughterard,  ten  to  fifteen 
miles  distant,  for  their  market  town  instead  of  Gal- 
way, distant  twenty-two  to  twenty-five  miles  and 
move ; the  gentlemen  occupying  the  four  fishing 
and  shooting  lodges  between  Oughterard  and  Costello, 
viz.,  Lettercaffroo,  Fermoyle,  Glenniemurrin  and 
Costello  Lodges  gave  considerable  employment  to  the 
poor  and  struggling  population ; at  present  these 
lodges  could  only  be  reached  from  Maam  Cross 
Station,  round  by  Screeb  and  Costello,  twenty  to 
twenty-two  miles,  or  direct  from  Galway,  which  was 
much  further,  whereas  Oughterard  Station,  if  con- 
nected by  the  completion  of  the  road,  would  be  only 
from  nine  to  ten  miles ; if  the  amount  spent  on  this 
work  since.  1891  had  been  spent  under  contract  people 
thought  there  would  have  been  enough  to  finish  it, 
54959. — It  was  also  necessary  to  make  about  400 
perches  of  boreen  from  the  main  road  at  Bonrahaun 
through  the  townland  of  Glenniemurrin  ; at  present 
the  tenants  had  no  carway,  and  had  to  carry  seeds, 
manure,  &c.,  either  on  their  own  or  their  horses’ 
backs ; they  had  already  made  a good  part  of  the 
road,  but  were  too  poor  to  finish  it,  because  a bridge 
had  to  'be  built  over  Bonrahaun  River,  which  the 
school  children  had  to  cross,  and  which  was 
dangerous  in  floods ; the  tenants  had  promised  to 
give  both  money  and  labour  if  they  were  helped  to  dc 
the  work,  54960. 


O’HALLORAN,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Holdings  not  Self-supporting  in  Upper  Dangan.  NAUGHTON,  Mr.  PATRICK. 


Witness  could  not  support  his  large  family  on  his 
farm,  so  he,  with  others  in  like  case,  lived  in  the 
town  of  Galway,  as  labourers,  54946. — The  rent  of  his 
five  acres  was  £10  16s.,  and  the  rate  over  £5,  54954.— 
It  was  not  fit  for  conacre,  but  for' the  last  four  or  five 
years  he  had  sublet  it  for  grazing,  except  one  acre  he 
tilled  for  his  family  ; he  wanted  more  land,  instead  of 
doing  work  which  ought  to  be  given  to  the  men  of 
the  town,  54946-50,  54954-7. 


Shopkeeper  Graziers. 

The  lands  surrounding  witness’s  farm  were  held 
by  shopkeepers  and  graziers  from  the  town  of  Galway  ; 
some  of  the  tenants  were  entitled  to  this  land,  and 
it  should  be  offered  to  them  before  the  shopkeepers, 
who  took  up  little  patches  of  land  when  they  had  the 
chance,  leaving  nothing  to  the  labouring  farmers  by 
whose  hard-won  earnings  they  lived,  54943-5. — There 
were  six  or  seven  properties  with  grass  lands  in  the 
district ; Barna  had  been  offered  for  sale  some  time 
•ago  to  the  Estates  Commissioners,  but  they  would  not 
take  less  than  twenty-six  years’  purchase ; on  the 
Beraidge  estate  at  Bushey  Park,  about  200  acres  of 
land,  instead  of  being  utilised,  were  sublet,  while 
some  of  the  tenants  on  the  estate  had  only  four  or  five 
•acres,  54958. 


Rise  in  Price  of  Land  in  Upper  Dangan. 

The  price  of  land  was  much  higher  now  than  thirty 
years  ago,  and  it  was  going  up,  what  had  once  been 
£4  being  now  £6  an  acre,  54951-3. — It  was  strange 
that  on  one  side  of  the  meaning  they  paid  the  land- 
lord £1  an  acre  more  on  the  eleven  months  system 
than  they  paid  witness,  54958. 


Congestion  in  Oughterard. 

The  first  necessity  of  Oughterard  Rural  District 
was  compulsory  land  purchase ; the  second  was 
migration  from  uneconomic  holdings,  54962. — Practi- 
cally all  the  tenants  would  be  willing  to  go,  as  they 
could  not  live  where  they  were,  54964-5. — More  than 
half  the  tenants  should  .be  migrated  if  anything  were 
to  be  achieved  with  the  land,  especially  in  Carraroe 
and  Lettermullen,  and  Gorumna,  54967-9. 

Fishing  in  Oughterard  Rural  District. 

Fishing  along  the  coast  could  not  be  successful 
unless  boats  and  gear  were  supplied ; the  system  of 
repaying  loan  for  boats  and  gear  within  eight  years 
discouraged  the  people,  who  wanted  to  make  money 
out  of  the  fishing  in  the  first  few  years;  sixteen 
years  should  be  allowed  for  repayment ; harbourage 
accommodation  should  be  supplied  at  such  places  as 
Skruffaun  so  that  fishing  boats  might  not  lose  the 
ebb  of  the  tide,  54971. — Costello  Bay  was  the  centre 
of  the  fishing  along  the  coast  between  Galway  and 
Clifden,  and  it  was  the  only  safe  anchorage  on  the 
south  coast  ; a harbour  should  be  formed  there  and 
a light  railway  from  Costello  Bay  to  Maam  Cross 
or  Galway  would  encourage  not  only  the  mackerel, 
but  also  the  lobster  and  gurnet  fishing,  54971,  54980, 
54986-7. — Lobsters  kept  over  a day  might  not  be 
marketable,  54972. — A railway  would  save  a day 
and  a night  in  transit,  54976. — A light  railway  to 
Maam  Gross  would  be  better  than  one  to  Galway, 
as  though  it  meant  a longer  route  to  the  market,  the 
new  construction  required  would  be  shorter  and  there- 
fore cheaper,  54981-3. — The  railway  would  save  the 
boats  the  necessity  of  going  to  Galway,  which  they 
could  not  do  on  a rough,  day  or  in  a calm,  54984-6. 
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NAUGHTON,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued.  NAUGHTON,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 


Representation  of  West  Galway  on  Congested 
Districts  Board. 

Home  industries  were  backward  in  Oughterard 
Rural  District,  because  that  neighbourhood  had  no 
representation  on  Congested  Districts  Board,  54987, 
55048. — A member  for  West  Galway  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  Congested  Districts  Board  at  the  instance 
of  the  County  Council  or  the  people  in  general ; 
applications  had  been  made  to  Local  Government 
Board  for  the  appointment  to  Congested  Districts 
Board  of  Bishop  M'Cormick  of  Galway,  or  Arch- 
bishop Healy,  of  TWin,  55049. — If  there  could  not 
be  a member  for  Galway  on  Congested  Districts  Board 
a Committee  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  with 
statutory  powers,  and  created  to  make  representations 
to  Congested  Districts  Board  concerning  the  needs  of 
the  union,  while  Congested  Districts  Board  was 
hound  to  consider  those  representations,  would  be  a 
useful  alternative,  55113-21. 


purchased  from  the  grazier  for  manure;  it  wouu 
be  well  if  Congested  Districts  Board  were  to  acquire 
the  island  and  divide  the  seaweed  into  shares 
turbary  was  divided,  55085-8,  550Q1. — There  was 
sufficient  seaweed  for  all  who  required  it ; 5s.  a to 
was  usually  paid  for  it,  55089-90.— The  people  would 
be  content  if  Board  purchased  the  island,  charging 
a sum . for  the  seaweed  equivalent  to  the  interest  on 
the  money  expended,  55091.— The  seaweed  could  be 
cut  every  second  year,  and  thus  half  could  be  cut  each 
year,  55092-4.— Witness  advocated  the  compulsory 
purchase  of  the  seaweed,  and  the  island,  55095-7-1 
Tenants  would  thus  get  their  seaweed  cheaper 
55100-1. — The  sale  of  the  seaweed  produced  a sum 
equal  to  the  rent  of  the  island,  55108. — The  people 
who  had  the  weed  before  the  grazier  were  surely 
entitled  to  it,  55110—  If  witness  held  the  island  he 
would  relinquish  it  for  the  public  benefit,  and  accept 
the  Estates  Commissioners’  price,  55111.  * 


Lace  Instructresses  imported  into  Galway. 

Lace  instructresses  in  West  Galway  were  imported 
from  Donegal  and  Mayo  ; Donegal  and  Mayo  girls 
were  brought  into  West  Galway  and  trained  there 
for  lace-work,  and  then  appointed  as  instructresses, 
though  there  were  local  workers  who  were  their 
superiors,  54987-90,  54992,  55030-9.— Mr.  Walker  ar- 
ranged this,  54993-4. — It  had  been  done  at  Carrarce 
lac»  school,  and  at  Lettermullen,  54994-6,  55046.— 
Witness  was  not  able  to  give  the  names  of  the  teachers 
he  complained  of,  54991,  55040-4,  55047.— Local  girls 
should  be  trained,  .and  where  a vacancy  for  an  in- 
structress occurred  it  should  be  given  to  the  local 
girl,  54997-9. — The  Carraroe  school  had  been  working 
about  six  years,  55031. — The  original  teachers  came 
from  Germany,  55032. — Carraroe  school  was  not  an 
especially  good  one,  55045-6. — Lace-workers  com- 
plained there  was  nothing  to  insure  their  receiving 
payment  for  all  the  work  they  did,  55001-3. 

Need  for  Audit  of  Lace  Instructresses’ 
Accounts. 

The  parish  priest  or  district  councillor  should  have 
access  to  the  books  and  see  all  the  money  that  should 
be  paid  out  was  paid  out,  54999-55000,  55004  — Lace- 
workers  were  practically  sure  that  some  of  the  money 
due  to  them  was  retained  by  instructresses,  55005-9.— 
YVitness  was  aware  that  there  was  an  exact  account 
cJIIZa tT1??s“tionT,in  the  books  laid  down  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  55011.— The  parish  priest 
°f  Oarraroe  had  not  taken  much  interest  in  the  lace 
school  during  the  past  twelve  months,  55012.— Wit- 
made,no  lnctuil7  regarding  these  statements, 
55017  26.  7 rep  ng  What  the  P^P1®  said, 

Kelp. 

it,  W“lThL  if?,  ’,hi“  «»»  for 
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Of  the  people  in  hi? ^.^keepers 
his  time,  55071-E  had  “sed  ^ 

returned  home  with  , Amenca  who  had 

as  the  latte?  were  the  60  be°amft  ^P^epers, 

CoMPuLsoarr  Prararisa  or  Srmro  EloHT8> 
Intermacerra  Island,  containing  119 
the  only  grazing  land  in  this  district ; its  chief’  v«T“ 
consisted  m the  seaweed  which  neighb^S^towS 


Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  a member  of  Galway  County  Council 
and  Galway  Committee  of  Agriculture,  by  which 
bodies  he  had  been  nominated  to  give  evidence 
55122-3. — He  resided  at  Oughterard,  and  was  a far- 
mer on  a small  scale  and  a shopkeeper ; he  had  f 
licence,  55124-6. 

Land  Question  in  Oughterard. 

No  landlords  in  Oughterard  had  sold  their 
property ; tenants  on  O’Fflahertie  estate  had  offered 
twenty-two  years’  purchase,  and  those  on  Hodgson 
estate  nineteen  years ; land  on  Hodgson  estate  was 
chiefly  mountain  and  bog  similar  to  that  sold  on 
ferriage  estate  under  the  Ashbourne  Act  for  ten  and 
eleven  years’  purchase;  land  on  the  Martin  and 
Guilfoyle  estates  was  sold  at  sixteen  years’  purchase ; 
the  recent  Land  Act  had  inflated  the  price  of  land 
40  per  cent,  j prices  paid  under  Ashbourne  Act  were 
nearer  the  value  than  those  now  demanded  by  land- 
lords; compulsory  powers  of  sale  and  purchase  were 
necessary ; there  was  little  untenanted  land  available 
101  distribution  about  Oughterard,  but  there  were  un- 
tenanted farms  in  the  Gann  and  Joyce  country  and 
near  Cloonbur  and  in  Lettermore ; tenants  of  large 
residential  farms  should  be  offered  inducements  to 
sell  to  Board ; they  might  be  offered  for  their  in- 
terests a price  in  excess  of  the  market  value; 
thousands  of  acres  of  untenanted  land  existed  around 
luam,  Dunmore,  Athenry,  Loughrea,  Ballinasloc, 
MountbeHew  Portumna,  &c.  ; a solution  of  the  land 
dimculty  could  only  be  arrived  at  through  extensive 
migrations ; migrants  should  be  provided  with 
capital  to  work  their  new  farms,  and  would  soon  learn 
new  methods ; a sufficient  number  would  probably  be 
willing  to  migrate,  55127. 

Mineral  Resources  of  Oughterard. 

Mines  had  been  worked  near  Oughterard  for  over 
100  years,  but  not  extensively ; enough  money  to 
make  a real  test  had  not  been  expended;  Congested 
Districts  Board  should-  have  power  to  prospect  and 
clear  away  old  debris  and  open  old  shafts  so  that 
capitalists  could  see  the  resources  ; witness  had  been 
a miner  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  thirty-five  years 
ago,  55128,  55131,  55137,  55153,  55164-9.— There  were 
indications  that  copper,  lead,  silver,  barytes,  green 
and  black  marble,  and  unlimited  supplies  of  granite 
ccid«  ^mes^°ne  existed  about  Oughterard,  55127-30, 
55149-51. — The  value  of  a mine  could  not  be  told 
from  mere  surface  indications  ; it  was  necessary  to 
sink  shafts,  55151-2,55154,  55169.— .Mechanical  powers 
had  not  been  used  to  work  these  -mines,  55131. — An 
English  gentleman  was  at  present  prospecting  at 
• Oughterard  and  putting  up  crushers  to  crush  the 
ore ; he  had  a lot  of  men  working ; witness  thought 
the  mine  in  question  was  a lead  mine,  with  a small 
admixture  of  silver,  55135-6.— There  were  copper  and 
lead  mines  at  Cloosh  and  Clegg,  and  a copper  and 
silver  mine  at  Glann,  but  the  works  had -been  dis- 
continued, 55138-42. — Some  of  these  mines  might  be 
taKeoi  UP  again,  55145. — Witness  had  worked  at 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  OF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  X. 


566 


JOYCE,  Mr.  JOHN  H. — continued. 

Montana  in  a mine  which,  after  being  allowed  to  lie 
fallow  a number  of  years,  was  profitably  worked,  the 
grain  being  again  struck,  55146-8. — A geological  sur- 
vey of  the  Oughterard  district  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Lyburn  ; his  preliminary  report  did  not  show  any 
confidence  in  the  mines,  55155-9. — This  survey  did 
not  amount  to  a thorough  test  of  the  mineral  re- 
sources, 55155-63. — If  Board  started  mines  and  found 
minerals  in  large  quantities  they  should  not  cease 
operations,  but  should  continue  the  work  or  sell  to 
a company,  55170. 

Turf  Supply  for  'Carraroe  and  Gorumxa. 

A vast  tract  of  country  between  Oughterard  and 
Costello  was  lying  waste,  but  was  capable  of  cultiva- 
tion, as  it  was  composed  of  a light  surface  cover  of 
peat  one  or  more  feet  deep  with  a gravelly  subsoil ; 
it  .should  be  drained  and  divided  into  allotments,  to 
which  tenants  from  Carraroe  could  be  conveniently 
migrated ; applications  of  coral  sand  and  seaweed 
would  convert  it  into  good  tillage  and  grazing  land, 
but  before  this  was  done  the  unfinished  road1  from 
Oughterard  to  Costello  should  be  completed  and  so 
bring  the  people  of  Carraroe  and  Lettermore  and 
Gorumna  into  connection  with  bogs  from  which  they 
could  obtain  turf ; otherwise  the  reclamation  of  tins 
land  would  leaye  them  without  .a  fuel  supply,  55171-4. 
— At  present  they  were  cutting  the  soil  .away  for  fuel, 
55175. — If  the  bogs  were  made  accessible  by  the  com- 
pletion of  the  road  the  cutting  of  the  surface  from 
the  land  would  probably  cease  of  itself,  55182. — If  it 
did  not  it  should  be  summarily  checked,  55180-1. — 
The  distance  to  the  bog  supply  this  road  would  open 
up  varied  from  three  to  five  miles  in  the  three  dis- 
tricts, 55183. — There  would  be  a difficulty  of  trans- 
port ; some  of  the  people  owned  horses  which  could 
be  hired  for  from  4s.  to  5s.  a day,  55184-9. 

Knock  Ferry. 

A causeway  or  bridge  should  be  constructed  across 
Knock  Ferry,  and  would  open  up  trade  between 
Headford  and  Tuam  and  the  congested  district  about 
Oughterard ; turf  was  plentiful  on  the  Oughterard 
side  of  the  ferry,  and  there  was  none  the  other  side, 
55190. — The  water  was  only  700  feet  wide  at  a place 
between  Carrickmuck  and  Clidy,  near  the  road  from 
Spiddal,  and  near  the  Lough  Comb  ferry,  55191-4, 
55197. — Father  Conway  had  estimated  the  cost  at 
£10,000  or  £12,000,  55195. — The  bridge  would  be  used 
for  traffic  between  Galway  and  Mayo  counties ; a 
good  bridge  would  allow  of  Knock  Ferry  being  crossed 
in  stormy  weather,  which  at  present  was  impossible, 
55199. — Galway  County  Council  had  voted  £400 
towards  the  construction  of  a floating  bridge  which 
was  to  cost  £1,000  and  supersede  the  present  small 
boat ; the  latter  carried  only  passengers,  not  cattle ; 
Congested  Districts  Board  offered  £325  for  the  ferry, 
but  the  Local  Government  Board  stopped  the  scheme, 
55200-2. 

Canal  between  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. 

A canal  between  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  had  been 
partly  constructed  by  Government  at  great  cost,  but 
remained  unfinished ; completed  it  would  open  com- 
munication between  Galway  and  Mayo  counties, 
especially  between  the  seaport  town  of  Galway  and 
the  important  town  of  Ballinrobe ; goods  could  be 
transported  by  steamer  from  Galway  at  a less  cost 
than  by  rail,  55199. 

Waterworks  for  Oughterard. 

Waterworks  were  greatly  needed  in  Oughterard 
division,  especially  from  the  point  of  view  of  sanita- 
tion ; bad  water  had  resulted  in  typhus  and  typhoid 
fever,  55199. — The  cost  of  supplying  the  town  with 
good  water  had  been  estimated  at  £730,  55204a, 
55206,  55207. — The  people  of  the  town  of  Oughterard 
should  be  liable  for  a certain  portion  of  the  necessary 
tax ; the  responsibility  for  waterworks  rested  with 
the  Rural  District  (Council,  55205-6. — Oughterard 
division  had  a valuation  of  £2,679,  which  would  mean 
a rate  of  £35,  but  it  was  not  intended  to  erect  water- 
works unless  the  rate  were  put  on  the  whole  union, 
whoso  valuation  was  £15,623  7s.,  55206a,  55207a-11. — 
The  scheme  proposed  was  a gravitation  one,  55212. — 
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Other  places,  for  instance  Clifden,  had  not  paid  en- 
tirely for  their  own  waterworks,  55216. — The  people 
in  the  country  districts  had  received  assistance  from 
the  town  of  Oughterard,  55217-8. — It  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  waterworks  made  when  the  area  of  taxa- 
tion was  wide,  55219. — Congested  Districts  Board 
might  fairly  contribute  to  these  waterworks,  55222-4. 

Harbour  of  Refuge  for  Anaclough. 

A harbour  of  refuge  at  Anaclough  could  be  easily 
effected  by  making  an  open  cutting ; the  stones  from 
the  existing  useless  pier  could  be  utilised  ; the  har- 
bour was  needed  on  the  edge  of  the  lake  for  refuge 
for  boats  from  the  mainland  and  islands,  55225-6. — 
The  boats  were  of  five  and  six  tons,  and  were  used 
for  carrying  turf,  &c.,  to  market,  55227-8. — One  boat 
had  recently  been  badly  damaged  for  lack  of  a har- 
bour, 55226,  55229-31. — Such  incidents  were  not  very- 
common  on  Lough  Corrib,  because  the  people  watched 
the  signs  of  approaching  storms  and  shifted  their 
boats  to  the  river  mouth  and  tied  them  against  the 
bank,  55232. — Witness  was  not  sure  whether  he  was 
a member  of  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  55233-43, 
55248-64. — He  was  not  interested  in  the  distribution 
of  sires,  as  he  thought  them  no  good ; the  offspring 
of  the  horses  were  too  soft  and  not  fitted  for  the 
country,  55244-6. 
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Knock  Ferry  Scheme. 

Several  estates  for  which  witness  was  agent  would 
be  benefited  by  the  Knock  Ferry  scheme,  as  it  would 
bring  them  into  communication  with  a supply  of 
turbary,  and  also  with  the  railway  stations  at  Gal- 
way or  Tuam ; the  nearest  stations  at  present  were 
twelve  or  eighteen  miles  distant,  55266. — At  present 
it  was  difficult  to  cross  in  rough  weather,  55267. — 
A ferry  that  would  accommodate  a large  cart  was 
needed,  55268. — An  estimate  had  been  made,  and 
Congested  Districts  Board  would  have  advanced 
money,  but  the  scheme  fell  through,  55269. — A bridge 
would  be  an  unnecessary  expense,  and  almost  im- 
possible owing  to  the  rocky  approach,  55270. 

Parish  Committees. 

Witness  was  agent  for  several  estates  in  County 
Galway  and  a few  in  Mayo ; he  had  been  nominated 
to  give  evidence  by  the  Irish  Landowners’  Conven- 
tion, 55265-6,  55271. — He  farmed  about  200  acres  of 
his  own  property,  55271. — Witness  had  acted  on  a 
Parish  Committee  for  dispensing  a grant  of  £50  a year 
from  Board,  55271-3,  55282. — The  grants  could  not 
bei  extended  to  the  whole  parish,  because  only  part 
was  scheduled,  55274. — This  Parish  Committee  gave 
grants  for  well-kept  gardens  and  improved  houses, 
&c.  ; it  gave  a grant  for  improving  the  village  road, 
55278,  55279-80. — Grants  for  drainage  and  fences 
were  not  given,  55279-84. 

Drainage. 

Waterworks  were  greatly  needed  in  Oughterard 
out  a few  years  ago,  hut  "the  drains  had  remained 
untouched  since ; tenants  should  be  compelled  to 
keep  the  drains  in  order,  55286-90.— Where  estates 
had  been  sold  to  tenants  a committee  of  tenants 
might  be  formed  as  trustees,  with  power  to  levy  a 
contribution  from  each  tenant  to  maintain  drainage 
works ; this  could  be  arranged  for  when  tenants 
bought  holdings,  or  on  large  estates,  where  the  ten- 
ants got  the  shooting,  that  might  be  let,  and  part  of 
the  proceeds  applied  to  maintaining  drains,  55291, 
55295. — If  drainage  were  dealt  with  by  Board  of 
Works  it  would  be  very  expensive ; drainage  was 
much  needed  'about  Tuam,  55296. — Tenants  should 
maintain  the  drains  on  their  own  holdings,  but  3ome 
authority  should  have  charge  of  construction  and 
maintenance  of  main  drains,  55290,  55297-9,  55302, 
55305-6.— Tenants  who  had  received  advances  of 
public  money  to  purchase  farms  should  be  required 
to  keep  the"  farm  drains  in  order  during  the  cur- 
rency of  the  annuity  for  repayment,  55303-5. — A 
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Parish  Committee  might  be  charged  with  maintain- 
ing local  drainage,  as  they  would  know  the  local 
needs,  55307-10. — Where  the  country  was  flooded  for 
several  miles  a big  drainage  scheme  should  be  ap- 
plied, but  sometimes  the  cost  wtas  too  great  to  make 
xt  worth  while,  55300. 

Price  of  Land  calculated  on  Landlords'  Net 
Incomes. 


Grazing  land  sufficient  for  Congested  Districts 
Board’s  purposes  might  be  obtained  without  compul- 
sory powers  if  landlords  could  count  on  getting  such  a 
sum  as  could,  when  invested  at  3£  per  cent.,  return 
them  their  net  income ; rents  on  properties  managed 
by  witness  were  well  paid ; in  some  special  cases  the 
net  income  would  not  be  a fair  standard  of  value ; 
allowance  should  be  made  for  an  owner’s  proprietorial 
rights  in  cases  where  he  was  selling  lands  hitherto 
in  his  own  hands,  55311,  55317,  55339-41. — When 
land  had  never  been  let  the  landlord  had  nevertheless 
two  rights  in  it,  namely,  the  tenant-right  and  the 
landlord’s  interest,  55314-6,  55319-21. — The  proprie- 
torial rights  included  hereditaments  such  as  shooting 
and  turbary,  55324-31. — Where  the  land  offered  for 
sale  was  farmed  in  conjunction  with  other  land, 
the  exact  income  derived  from  the  portion  for  sale 
might  not  be  determinable,  55311,  55317,  55322-3, 
55339. — Where  a landlord  had  a demesne  and  a 
tillage  farm,  and  worked  the  two  together,  having 
the  stock  sometimes  on  the  one,  sometimes  on  the 
other,  there  was  an  enormous  difficulty  in  apportion- 
ing to  these  two  elements  what  belonged  to  his  net 
income,  55332-5.— Mr.  Boyd’s  standard  for  un- 
tenanted land,  namely,  one  and  one-third  of  the 
valuation,  would  be  too  low,  and  the  valuation  was 
not  uniform,  55342-6,  55355-7.— It  would  be  better 
55346  a ien^  and  ca-h:uLate  it  on  the  two  interests, 
Congested  Districts  Board. 


Congested  Districts  Board  had  greatly  improved, 
by  drainage  and  roads,  estates  they  had  purchased ; 

are&  °£  Board’s  operation  should  be  enlarged, 
55271.— Delays  at  present  occurring  in  completing 
sales  of  land  should,  if  possible,  be  avoided; 
Board  s staff  and  funds  should  be  increased,  and  a 
special  sura  set  aside  for  purchasing  estates  in  con- 
gested districts,  the  latter  getting  preference  over 
more  prosperous  parts  of  the  country. 


Competence  in  New  Holders  Necessary. 

In  dividing  grazing  land  it  should  be  given  only 
to  persons  who  had  shown  industry  and  thrift  in 
managing  their  old  holdings,  and  who  had  some 
capital  otherwise  the  additional  land  would  not  be 
of  great  benefit ; Board  should  keep  an  eye  on  these 

needed’  s"»l  ^ ‘h™  "he" 


Cattle  Trade  and  Division  of  Grass  Land. 

If  all  grass  land  were  divided  into  small  holdings 
small  tenants  would  not  find  a ready  and  good  market 
lor  their  young  stock ; at  present  graziers  bought 
young  stock  and  kept  them  a year  or  two  before 
selling  them  to  the  Leinster  men  or  cross-Channel 
dealer,  if  the  grazing  system  disappeared,  small 
men  must  keep  stock  longer  and  finish  them;  con- 
sequentiy  the  small  holder  must  keep  fewer  stock, 
£gd.  h LP^0pfit  would  less>  aa  young  stock  from 
« *?_~9  ™6ie  proportionately  the  dearest,  55361-4 
55366-76.— Moreover  he  would  lose  by  the  delav  in 
ovef  th*  55374. -Cattle  would  not  do 

as  well  on  twentv  or  thirty-acre  holdings  as  on  large 
S \“en  ™ fattening  farms  would  not  brefd 
ruld  buy  Stock,  55365. — None  of  the  new 
w the  UP  land  would  be  able  to  buy 

cattle,  because  they  would  all  be  small  holders  and 

Sf  56377  8?  sup* 

77 f with  thirty  acres  could 
'^ddltl^  *<>  -what  lie  had  himself, 
— Tb«  l?  Idv  Ve  t0  krCp  hls  own  801116  time,  55383-4 
The  breaking  up  of  grass  land  would,  therefore' 
naturally  lead  to  fewer  cattle  being  kept  55386  — 
Ireland’s  prosperity  could,  perhaps,  not  be  measured 
industrvTa?^^  Sh°  ?roduced-  but  the  cattle 

Smiple  0ne,ln  1907-  seemed  to 
pay  nest,  55387. — The  people  might  be  fott<w  , u 

Si 


the  change  should  be  effected  gradually ; the  whole 
existing  state  of  the  industry  should  not  be  altar«i 
altogether,  55388-90. 

Document  put  in  by  Mr.  Denis  Kinoun.  raw  in 
Vvl.  x. 

Faymerui  of  rents  on  estates  managed  by  witness,  276 
MURPHY,  Mr.  HENRY. 


Congestion  in  Galway  Union. 

Witness  was  <a  member  of  Galway  County  Council 
and  was  a solicitor,  living-  in  Galway ; he  gave  evi- 
dence on  behalf  of  the  parish  of  Castlegar,  one  of  the 
most  congested  in  the  Galway  Union;  Galway 
Union’s  rateable  valuation  wias  £55,794  16s.  4d.,  and 
there  were  4,429  holdings,  of  which  2,092  did  not  ex- 
ceed. £4  in  value,  and  were  oiated  at  £4,969  4s.  or 
£2  7s.  6 d.  per  holding ; 1,813  houses  were  uninhabit- 
able, and  1,228  of  these  were  classed  as  third  rate- 
the  area  of  the  union  was  198,535  acres  2 roods  25 
perches,  and  there  were  36,465  inhabitants,  55391. 

Castlegar  Parish. 

Castlegar  -was  not  scheduled  ; witness’s  evidence  was 
for  the  purpose  of  having  it  scheduled,  55455,  55458. 
— Tlie  valuation  was  not  high,  but  probably  over  30s. 
per  head,  though  the  people  were  very  poor;  the 
grazing  lands  adjacent  raised  the  valuation  in  the 
district,  55454-7. — The  scheduling  should  take  place 
at  once,  so  that  the  grazing  land  on  other  estates 
whidh  were  being  sold  might  be  .available ; Castlegar 
tenants  were  willing  to  migrate,  55396.— Castlegar 
was  not  an  electoral  division  ; part  of  it  was  in  the 
urban  area;  it  was  not.  correct  to  say  that  poor 
tenants  who  lived  on  land  such  .as  that  in  Castlegar 
would  be  unable  to  cultivate  better  land  if  migrated 
to  it ; witness  knew  instances  to  the  contrary ; their 
experience  of  the  difficulties  of  poor  soil  enabled 
migrants  to-  produce  better  crops  in  a better  district, 
55595-9. 


Congestion  on  -Lord  'Clanricardb’s  Estate  in 
Castlegar  Parish. 

Eight  townlands  of  Castlegar  parish  belonged  to 
Lord  Clanrioarde ; Castlegar,  within  the  urban  area 
of  Galway,  contained  106  acres  1 rood  30  perches, 
valued,  at  £34  17s.  ; 'Castlegar  rural  contained  422 
acres  1 rood  21  perches,  valued  at  £208  17s.  ; one- 
third  of  this  townland  was  waste,  rocky  land,  and 
an  average  -holding  was  eight  acres,  some  being  only 
two  .acres,  half  of  it  unfit  for  tillage ; the  portion 
within  the  urban  area  was  subject  to  rates  of  8s.  in 
the  £ ; there  was  no  turbary  in  this  townland,  and 
tenants  purchased  turbary  from  the  landlord  at  £1 
to  £1  10s.  per  yean1 ; there  were  twenty-nine  tenants 
at  a valuation  of  £8  Is,  thirteen  of  them  being  valued 
at  10s.,  iand  one  at  £2  ; while  one  was  valued  at  £3, 
three  at  £4,  seven  -at  £5,  .and  four  at  £6;  Carna- 
browne  townland  contained  861  acres,  and  was  valued 
at  £185  3s.,  or  .an  average  of  4s.  3 d.  per  .acre ; while 
there  were  nineteen  ten, ants  who  had  an  average 
valuation  of  £9  2s.,  seven  of  them  being  valued  at 
under  £5  ; about  25  acres  of  Carrabrowne  townland 
were  set  to  tenants  outside  it ; Carrabrowne  townland 
had  285  acres  3 roods  26  perches  of  turbary  held  'by 
the  landlord,  who  set  turf  banks  to  the  tenants  of  this 
and  other  townlands,  55391-2.— There  was  no  road  to 
the  bog,  though  the  landlord  had  levied  a tax  on  the 
tenants,  and  Is.  per  bank  for  the  cost  of  extending 
the  road  to  the  bog  lxad  been  paid  ever  since  1802  ; 
tenants  had  to  carry  turf  long  distances  on  their 
backs,  55392-4. — One-third  of  this  townland  was  suh- 
ject  to  flood  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  in  jnain- 
taining  the  drainage  works  in  the  hands  of  the 
Comb  Drainage  trustees,  though  a tax  was  levied 
for  maintenance  of  these  works ; in  some  of  the  cuts 
where  four  or  five  years  ago  a 'boat  could  be  taken  it 
was  possible  to  walk  across  on  the  accumulated  mud 
and  soil  which  caused  flood  over  adjoining  laud, 
damaging  crops  and  causing  disease  to  stock,  55394-6, 
—Corlough  townland  contained  within  the  urban  area 
311  acres  0 roods  32  perches,  valued  at  £90  12s.,  »ud 
subject  to  the  urban  rate  of  Id.  to  8 d.  in  the  &\ 
within  the  rural  district  Corlough  townland  had  52 
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acres,  valued  at  £7  10s.  ; there  were  seventeen 
tenants,  their  average  valuation  being  £6  15s.,  and 
one  having  £1  valuation ; while  eleven  had  £2,  two 
had  £4,  and  one  £5 ; eleven  tenants  were  joint 
tenants  having  land  in  sixteen  different  places,  each 
of  which  was  divided  into  three  parts,  one  for  each 
crop ; loads  of  weed  brought  for  manure  had  to  he 
divided  into  three  or  four  portions  before  they  could 
be  brought  to  the  holdings,  so  inaccessible  were  these 
latter ; two-thirds  of  the  holdings  were  covered  with 
surface  rocks,  on  which  no  horse  could  be  left  to 
graze,  because  of  the  clefts ; holders  of  twenty-five 
acres  could  not  till  more  than  four,  .and  as  the  fields 
were  small,  much  land  w.as  wasted  by  headland,  and 
was  so  light  and  poor  that  tenants  had  to  go  else- 
where to  get  meadows,  for  which  they  paid  £5  to  £7 
annually,  'besides  paying  10s.  to  12s.  to  the  land- 
lord for  turbary ; Killoughter  townland  contained 
345  acres  2 roods  10  perches,  and  was  valued  at  £127 
16s.  ; there  were  19  tenants  with  an  average  valua- 
tion of  £6  Is.  each,  two  of  them  being  valued  at  £2, 
one  of  them  at  £3,  eight  at  £4,  and  seven  at  £5 ; 
while  the  holdings  were  divided  into  small  patches 
comprising  very  inferior  land ; the  townland  of 
Terryland  contained  218  acres  2 roods  16  perches 
within  the  urban  area  of  Galway,  and  was  valued  at 
£127  10s.  ; 83  acres  of  Terryland  were  in  the  land- 
lord’s hands,  and  set  annually  to  graziers  or  people 
other  than  tenant  fanners ; these  83  acres  were 
within  half  a mile  of  the  congested  areas  of  Coolough 
and  Rallinfoyle,  whose  tenants  might  be  relieved  by 
its  division ; Sylaun  townland  contained  479  .acres  0 
roods  1 perch,  was  valued  at  £36  5s.,  .and  was  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  the  landlord ; most  of  .Sylaun  town- 
land  was  bog,  .and  oould  be  reclaimed  to  relieve  con- 
gestion ; the  landlord  set  about  50  acres  of  meadow 
annually,  which  tenants  bought  at  competitive 
prices ; that  portion  of  the  Clanricarde  Estate  which 
was  in  Castlegar  parish  contained  3,657  acres  2 roods 
8 perches,  of  which  729  acres  0 roods  33  perches  were 
in  the  landlord’s  hands,  55395. 

Estate  of  Erasmus  Smith  in  Castlegar  Parish. 

The  estate  of  Erasmus  Smith  in  Congested  Districts 
Board’s  hands  included  eleven  townlands  of  Castlegar 
parish  ; the  townland  of  Murrough  aural  contained 
147  .acres  0 roods  30  perches,  of  which  only  25  .acres  3 
roods  12  perches  .were  let  to  three  tenants,  the  'balance 
being  in  the  hands  of  Richard  Blake,  Esq.,  who 
lived  fourteen  miles  away,  and  set  the  greater  portion 
of  this  land  annually  ; (Murrough  contained  102  acres 
3 roods  3 perches  within  the  urban  .area,  of  which  38 
acres  were  in  the  hands  of  tenants,  and  the  rest  set 
annually  by  the  landlord ; Roscam  contained  420 
acres,  of  which  only  19  acres  0 roods  34  perches  were 
let  to  tenants ; while  148  .acres  were  held  from  the 
landlord  by  a lady,  who  set  them  for  grazing 
annually ; Renmore  contained  479  acres  0 roods  12 
perches,  of  which  20  acres  were  a common  along  the 
shore  divided  between  seventeen  tenants  ; while  Major 
Lynch  had  177  acres,  which  he  set  annually  ; Rally  - 
brit  contained  325  acres  2 roods  39  perches,  of  which 
Mr.  Lynch  held  221  acres  2 roods  21  perches,  and  six 
tenants  had  the  balance ; Ballybanemiore,  within 
the  urban  area  of  Galway,  contained  73  acres  2 roods 
2 perches,  of  which  40  acres  was.  in  the  hands  of  Major 
W.  Lynch,  and  the  rest  divided  .among  seven  tenants  ; 
Ballybanebeg  in  the  urban  area  contained  307  acres 
1 rood  9 perches,  of  which  Mr.  R.  N.  Somerville,  the 
County  Surveyor  of  Cavan,  held  about  86  acres,  and 
sublet  them  to  Pierce  Joyce,  Esq.  ; while  the  Prisons 
Board  Inspector  held  145  .acres,  and  Major  W.  Lynch 
64  .acres  2 roods  9 perches ; tBallybanemon  in  the 
urban  area  contained.  307  .acres  1 rood ; Mr  Somer- 
ville owned  82  acres,  .and  three  tenants  held  the 
rest,  55395. — Much  of  the  Erasmus  Smith  Estate  was 
outside  'Castlegar  parish  ; some  of  it  was  in  the  town 
of  Galway ; the  agent  lived  at  Cork,  and  merely  col- 
lected rents,  and  the  Board  in  Dublin  allocated  the 
funds ; one  of  the  Erasmus  Smith  schools  was  in 
Galway,  55511-3.— -Before  the  Act  of  1881  no  improve- 
ments were  done  by  the  landlord’s  administrators  on 
this  estate,  except  by  the  building  of  the  schools, 
55514-5. 

Blake’s  Estate. 

Coarsfield  townland,  in  the  Blake’s  Estate,  con- 
tained 264  acres  2 roods  14  perches,  valued  at  £31 
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6s.,  .and  was  often  completely  covered  with  flood  from 
Corrib  foi-  two  miles  up  from  the  shore  ; three  feet  of 
water  sometimes  came  into  the  houses,  .and  water 
often  totally  destroyed  the  crops  ; tenants  had  to  keep 
boats ; this  flooding  was  due  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  level  of  the  lake  was  kept  up  by  the  arrangement 
of  sluices  and  flailing  boards  at  Galway  in  the  in- 
terest of  salmon  fishing ; the  Landlord  asked  23  years’ 
purchase,  55395. 

Dr.  Fair’s  Estate. 

Dr.  Fair’s  estate  in  the  townland  of  Clooncaneen 
contained  480  acres  3 roods  28  perches,  of  which  the 
landlord  held  a farm  of  120  acres,  which  he  set  an- 
nually for  grazing ; he  also  held  82  acres  2 roods  37 
perches  for  turbary  ; the  balance  was  let  to  thirteen, 
tenants ; several  fruitless  efforts  had  been  made  to- 
purchase  the  estate ; one-third  of  each  holding  w.as 
very  nocky  and  waste,  .and  much  damage  was  done 
by  drainage ; meadow  bad  to  be  bought  off  the  farm 
in  the  landlord’s  hands  at  £3  10s.  an  acre  from  Mr. 
Walsh,  who  bad  the  meadow  from  the  landlord  at 
£1  10s.,  55395. 


Sir  Y.  Blake’s  Estate. 

Sir  V.  Blake’s  estate  at  Menlough,  on  tlie  borders; 
of  Lough  .Corrib,  contained  692  'acres  3 roods  29 
perches,  valued  at  £222  5s.,  and  was  set  to  47 
tenants  of  miserable  holdings  with  little  land  avail- 
able for  tillage  ; twelve  or  fifteen  tenants  sometimes 
shared  a crop  in  one  field ; the  houses  were  bad  and 
the  land  rocky,  so  that  ploughs  could  not  be  used-; 
average  holdings  scarcely  exceeded  five  acres  ; twenty 
years  before  1907  barley  was  a great  source  of  in- 
come, but  had  declined  in  price ; while  constant  crop- 
ping had  resulted  in  the  land  producing  only  half 
their  former  crops ; tenants  had  to  go  five  or  six 
miles  for  turf,  55395. 

Marble  Quarries. 

Marble  quarries  at  Menlough  'and  at  Meslin  Park 
had  been  closed,  .though  the  marble  was  much  sought 
after,  55395,  55460. — The  black  marble  quarries  were 
abandoned,  because  tlie  capital  expended  on  the 
initial  work  had  exhausted  the  available  finances, 
55460,  55464. — There  was  a general  unwillingness  to 
risk  money  in  Ireland,  especially  tlie  West  of  Ire- 
land, 55461-2,  55465. — Granite  and  marble  works  near 
Galway  had  been  abandoned,  'and  afterwards  taken 
up,  .and  in  1907  had  been  for  about  two  years  doing 
a magnificent  business,  55465-9. — 'Congested  Districts 
Board  might  work  the  Menlough  quarry,  55473. — If 
Board  bought  the  estate  it  would  have  to  consider 
whether  it  was  worth  while  to  utilise  this  source  of 
employment,  55478. — Tlie  distribution  to  exhibitions 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Amerioa  of  samples  of 
tlie  marble  might  induce  some  capitalist  to  work  the 
mine,  55481-2. — At  tlie  works  in  Galway  there  were  a 
number  of  apprentices  subsidised  by  the  .Technical 
Committee  of  the  Galway  County  Council  ; Congested 
Districts  .Board  might  undertake  to  give  similar  help 
to  a company  undertaking  to  open  works  at  Men- 
lou<di,  and  might  also  give  a loan  towards  machinery, 
55483,  55485-7. 


Fosterisg  and  Destruction  of  Irish  Industries 
by  the  State. 

Witness  knew  of  no  instance  in  which  Irish  indus- 
tries had  been  fostered  in  this  way,  but  Irish  indus- 
tries were  destroyed  by  the  fostering  of  industries  else- 
where ; the  .Irish  woollen  trade  was  killed  by  hostile 
tariffs  and  bonuses  to  the  English  woollen  industry, 
55489-90.  55495. — In  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  twenty-seven  flour  -mills  were  at  work  in  Gal- 
way, but  in  1907  only  one,  55490-2.— Within  ten 
years  of  1907  there  were  still  nine  or  ten  at  work,  but 
the  importation  of  American  flour  stopped  their 
trade,  as  it  oaused  the  production  of  grain  to  decline, 
imported  grain  having  become  cheaper,  55492-4, 
55497-502.— The  change  in  fiscal  -policy  being  the 
cause  of  the  collapse  of  the  flour  trade,  the  district 
had  some  claim  on  the  Government  for  subsidies  to 
foster  other  industries,  55503-5. 

4,7  2 
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Free  Trade. 

Free  trade  had  not  benefited  Ireland,  55507a. 


Drainage. 

Drainage  'works  of  -Castlegar  were  in  the  hands  of 
trustees,  who  met  seldom ; the  drainage  works  were 
under  the  immediate  management  of  Mr.  Townsend, 
who  was  also  Secretary  and  Engineer  for  the  Navi- 
gation trustees ; the  positions  were  incompatible,  for 
in  the  interest  of  navigation  the  lake  should  'be  kept 
at  high  level,  while  drainage  required  it  should  be 
kept  low,  55395. — Navigation  could  be  kept  up  with- 
out interfering  with  drains,  but  in  Lough  Corrib 
mud  was  .allowed  to  .accumulate,  so  that  the  level  of 
the  w.ater  was  constantly  rising,  55409. — The  water 
was  drained  back  with  falling  boards  near  Galway, 
and  the  height  of  the  walls  increased  instead  of  the 
channel  .being  deepened,  54410-2. — The  drainage 

trustees  were  originally  appointed  under  an  award  of 
1860,  and  they  were  appointed  by  the  landowners  to 
represent  them ; the  people  had  no  representation ; 
the  County  Council  of  Galway  .and  Mayo  should'  exe- 
cute and  maintain  drainage  works ; they  already  col- 
lected a rate  for  them,  55305-403. — Mayo  and  Galway 
contributed  to  the  drainage  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Cornb,  but  did>  no  more  than  provide  the  funds  re- 
quired by  the  secretary,  55404,  55449.— The  existing 
drainage  works  had  been  constructed  between  the 
navigation  .and  drainage  trustees,  who  obtained  a 
Government  loan,  repayable  by  .instalments  changed 
on  certain  areas,  55442.— This  method  was  good,  and 
might  be  followed  in  the  future  if  .an  efficient  body 
® us*1  toted  for  the  existing  drainage  authority, 
io1^?'TcIn  1?06  Galway  Md  Mayo  counties  paid 
*296  half-yearly  for  maintenance  of  drainage ; this 
sum  was  spent  on  maintenance  and  works,  but  not 
spmit  properly,  merely  wasted  ; for  years  only  an  in- 
sufficient sum  was  levied,  55449-53— A system  of 
arterial  drainage  of  a river  running  into  more 

“”'d  16  by  a board  of  repiesen- 

SSS*  Ooonty  Councils  coniarned, 

would  be  better  trusted  to 
them.  ““tinned  ™d®  present 
““‘-““ai  >»  «™ml  districts 
“ dea11  with,  like  roads,  some  of  chick  scene 
couaitj-at-laree  charges  .and  others  district  charges, 
Shannon  drainage 
KJ,*  n d“!1  » “““  anthority,  55435 

55ddfle— Branch  drams  should  be  dealt  iithbi 
Cjmnty  Councils,  55406-8.-/Tenairts  should  be  obltoej 
d«>ln»  on  their  oivn  lands,  large  drains 
Sffi  d ho  managed  by  a public  body,  S541d4 
toi™11  ¥ b-  dlfSc“lt  for  the  County  Conndi 

SSdS  Th  ovf  ? '"®e  ““  fo“  taS™ 

S^^rSrLrthfSatii^ 

i5ta,gcsai8l 

55424— But  the  Council’-!  and  h:aj-'bours, 

the  inefficient  manner  in  fe  W,aS  Hnded  on 
were  built,  involving  and  ^‘bours 

built  on  sandv  sml  e?P^nditure,  for  piers 

after  the  first ^ stoi,h  5M24?6  !!S  jS"?1 ’? 
single  estate  in  a district  it  u i ™ bought  .a 
an  outfall  for  the  maSdr^oT^  ,<dlfijcult  to  find 
were  bought  this  diicultv  wmilrP  5 **  oi  estates 
As  drainage  would  to  fi*  „ f •**?•  55427-8— 
■considerable  part  of  the  cost  the  land  a 

^uld  be  put  on  the  pureW?  dlxun™S  a holding 

Where  Board  55429-30— 

was  no  outlet,  French  drains  fOUlSlCfitate  'a'nd  there 
deep,  would  be  of  great  benefit  ■ i five, or  ten  feet 
ve*e  thrown  into  such  drains  for  thrwf  1°?e  stones 
«-nd  they  were  practioallv  „ t three  or  four  feet, 

!f  a i flood  came  they^fcook  iSffSfi  Un^eraeath  5 
“mediately  it  got  time  tn  1?.  , ® la"d  s surface 
ground,  55436.  S to  P^o^-te  through  the 
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Salmon  Fishing  Restrictions. 

“n  s«tann  iihhing  at  Kenmore, 
the  mouth  of  the  river  had  been  recently  enfoivJ  v 
the  Board  of  Conservators,  .after  remaining  „ 
years  in  abeyance,  55508-10.  ° a*llJ 

County  Committbe  of  Agriculture. 
Witness  was  a member  of  the  County  Commitb* 
of  Agriculture,  which  was  fairly  operative  in  prom 
areas,  but  funds  were  limited,  and  spent  chiefly  on 
breeding  of  live  stock  and  on  cattle  shows  55519  __ 
Except  for  lack  of  funds,  Committees  were  working 
well,  55530— Agricultural  instruction  .and  develop 
ment  was  as  well  done  under  Agricultural  Denari 
ment  as  under  -Congested  Districts  Board  : mere 
work  was  done  than  could  be  done  by  Board  and  the 
people  took  more  interest  in  .the  work,  as  they  Karl 
direct  representatives  on  Committee,  55531.3" 
-It  was  easy  to  obtain  representatives  on  th« 
Committee,  55526— If  the  area  between  Spiddal 
and>  Roundstone  had  no  representatives^  on 
the  County  Committee  of  Agriculture  the  in 
habitants  were  themselves  to  blame,  as  ihe 
Committee  was  elected  annually  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil, -and  was  supposed  to  contain  representatives  of 
each  district,  55520,  55534— Even  without  a repie 
sentative  on  the  Committee  people  in  that  area  could 
communicate  with  the  Committee,  and  they  had  an 
representative  on  the  County  Council  in  Lord 
Killanm,  S5521-3— Witness  thought  this  district  had 
not  suffered  for  lack  of  representation,  55535  —-Wit- 
ness was  not  surprised  to  hear  that  Connemara  had 
more  donkeys,  premium  bulls,  boars,  mares,  and  ees- 
stations  than  all  the  rest  of  Galway,  55536  —This 
showed  the  consideration  shown  for  unrepresented 
districts  55537— Witness  thought  these  animals 
were  put  in  by  the  Committee;  Department  sent 

SSL  in  1S?kted  wihere  the  need  was  great, 

55538-40— In  a Blue  Book  list  of  premium  bulls 
located  under  the  county  schemes,  as  indicated  by  the 
Uiairroan  of  the  ‘Commission,  witness  saw  that  there 
were  forty  premium  bulls  located  in  the  district  be- 
tween Spiddal  and  Roundstone,  at  Garna,  Barn*, 
Lettmmore,  Spiddal,  and  Oughterard,  55541— In  this 
cUst-nct  seven  bulls  3iad  been  placed  by  Department, 
which  m this  work  confined  itself  to  the  Connemara 
Sf54?’  The  County  Committee  had 

placed  only  five  bulls  m this  district,  because  the 
people  were  generally  tco  poor  to  pay  their  share  of 
the  pnee  of  a bull,  55545,  55549— Funds  to  enable 
e yconmittee  to  do  more  for  the  poor  districts  were 
lacking ; if  the  work  were  to  be  done  money  must 
come  from  outside,  55547-54,  55568— The  supplemen- 
tary schemes  under  which  the  Department  placed 
mills  in  Connemara  were  -being  financed  by  Depart- 
ment for  one  year-,  but  it  might  not  be  possible  to 
55555-7— These  supplementary 

**  continued  -by  Congested 
f _ . s.  ®°®i'd>  as  the  need  for  them  was  the  result 
congestion,  55558-62,  55569-74— If  Con- 
Boai'd  had  money  for  these  schemes 
animals  might  be  supplied  to  small  holders  at  cost  price 
Lieparlm??t  and  County  Council,  55575-6.  - This 
, d if. tdle  5e®t  -and  most  economioal  pro- 

cedure  555T7.  Witness  had  no  alternative  scheme  to 
tins  which  sounded-  practicable,  and  would  probably 
mterest -all  partly  «s  all  had  a share  in  it,  55579- 
oongestion  disappeared  the  congested  dis- 
S “JiS  *heix  he  left  Bnder  the  County  Committees 
- ^ ‘were>  55589— The  County  Council 
ent  ftoney  ^nd  an  adaptation  of  its  a- 
^ probably  be  .able  to  do  for  any  eon- 
^ested  districts  all  the  agricultural  and  industrial 
nnprovements  in  connection  with  live  stock,  55565.— 
hv  'fclle  people  would  probably  be  served 

„Lthef°UTnty  ,Council  continuing  its  present  duties 
a *-e  i00^1,  Government  Act  and  the  Teclmical 
< a 0ncultural  schemes,  while  Congested  Districts 
^ith  the  improvement  and  sale 
55566-7.— -The  Agricultural  -Committee  in- 
S?  1^abnS  1,IS1w,e  not  on  the  County  Council, 
-„1+,  'oi  Committee  allocated  the  money  for  agri- 
,:PM  “ improvement,  and  determined  the  number  of 
^ ’ ‘and  their  distribution,  55524-5— A man 
P ,,7*4^  r&aL1WOuld  not  ha,,ve  dess  influence  on  the 
Lommitteo  than  those  from  far  better  off  areas  ; Com- 
_2TL.to°r  tlle  whole  county,  and  sent  round  in- 
p tors  where  they  were  asked  for ; several  clergy- 
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men  were  on  the  Committee,  55527-8. — They  probably 
had  more  knowledge  of  the  local  needs  than  anyone, 
because  all  their  parishioners  confided  in  them, 
55529. — The  formation  of  a Sub-committee  to  look 
after  Connemara,  as  the  Sub-committee  in  Mayo  took 
charge  of  Erris,  had  never  been  suggested,  55590-1. — 
It  might  work  well,  but  should  be  subordinate  to  the 
principal  Committee,  55592. 

Congested  Districts  Board— 'Reconstruction. 

To  have  nominees  of  County  Council  sitting  on  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  would  be  better  than  having  an 
Advisory  Sub-committee  of  the  Rural  District  or 
County  Council  authorised  to  supply  Board  with 
local  information  of  needs  in  congested  districts ; the 
County  Council  from  their  frequent  meetings  and  Idle 
number  of  country  people  attending  them  had  special 
knowledge  of  grievances  in  different  districts,  55600-4, 
55606. — County  'Councils  would  probably  be  willing 
that  such  nominees  should  hold  office  not  three  but 
six  years,  55605. — It  would  not  be  difficult  to  find 
men  living  in  congested  districts  who  would  have 
leisure  to  attend  Board’s  meetings  in  Dublin,  55607-8. 
— Under  an  Advisory  Sub-committee  scheme  it 
would  be  difficult  to  make  Board’s  reasons  for  re- 
fusing a particular  request  known  locally  unless  a 
verbatim  report  of  Board’s  proceedings  were  supplied; 
on  the  other  hand,  direct  nominees  of  the  County 
Council  sitting  on  the  Board  would  be  able  to  supply 
the  Council  with  an  explanation  of  Board’s  reasons 
for  a refusal,  55611-7. — (Members  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board1  nominated  by  County  Councils  would 
probably  work  for  the  general  interests  of  Ireland,  as 
well  .as  those  of  their  own  particular  district,  and 
their  doing  so  would  be  approved  by  the  nominating 
Councils,  55634-8. — 'County  'Councils  would  probably 
not  wish  to  limit  their  nominations  to  their  own 
ranks,  55639. — In  answer  to  the  question  whether  it 
w.as  more  likely  that  a competent  member  of  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  would  be  obtained  through 
nomination  by  an  entirely  competent  authority,  or 
through  election  by  a County  Council,  witness  would 
say  nomination,  but  with  regard  to  Galway  County 
Council  the  same  man  would  be  chosen  by  them 
whether  by  election  or  nomination,  55644. — .Many 
men  would  be  anxious  to  represent  Galway  on  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  and  there  would  be  canvassing 
for  votes,  but  it  did  not  follow  that  the  best  man 
would  not  be  elected,  55645-9. — The  views  of  an  elected 
man  would  be  more  likely  to  meet  those  of  the  people 
tlian  would  the  views  of  a man  appointed  by  the 
Government,  55652. — The  scheme  .adopted  by  a body 
popularly  elected  would  be  likely  to  have  the  ap- 
proval of  the  people  who  elected  it  and  benefited  by 
the  scheme ; an  elected  body  in  any  department  of 
Government  would  be  best,  55655-8a’. 


CRADDOCK,  Rev.  JAMES. 

Congestion  in  Castlegar. 

, Witness  was  Parish  Priest  of  Castlebar;  Castlegar 
parish  should  be  scheduled  a congested  district,  as  was 
proved  by  Mr.  Murphy’s  figures  ; the  parish  had  town- 
lands  as  poor  and  congested  as  any  in  Ireland,  .and 
emigration  was  constantly  increasing ; forty-five  young 
people  went  to  Amerioa  in  the  summer  of  1907,  and 
others  to  Queensland  ; this  was  due  to  want  of  land  ; 
yet  there  was  enough  in  the  parish  to  satisfy  many  ; 
migration  and  other  measures  to  stop  emigration 
should  be  undertaken  at  once;  migration  to  a strange 
locality  should  be  applied  only  when  the  available 
lands  of  the  parish  were  exhausted,  and  then  migrat- 
ing tenants  should  be  taken  in  batches  from  the  same 
townland,  and  be  located  near  their  old  neighbours 
in  the  new  holdings;  .the  wrench  would  thus  be  less 
painful,  55659. 

Compulsory  Powers. 

Where  landlord  and  tenant  in  congested  areas  could 
not  come  to  terms  Congested  Districts  Board  or  Estates 
■Commissioners  should  be  empowered  to  apply  compul- 
sion ; landlords  unwilling  to  sell  in  such  oases  at  .a 
iair  price  were  an  obstacle  to  the  prosperity  of  an 
entire  community,  55559. 
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Status  of  Witness. 

■ Witness  was  a solicitor,  acting  for  thirty-seven 
estates  in  County  Galway,  55662. — He  had  discussed 
his  evidence  with  his  colleagues  on  the  County  Coun- 
cil, but  did  not  speak  for  them  all  officially,  55859-64. 

Estates  Commissioners  preferred  to  Congested 
Districts  Board. 

Overlapping  occurred  between  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  Congested  Districts  Board;  the  latter 
were  not  good  purchasers,  and  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners were  a better  authority  for  purchase  and 
settlement  of  land;  they  worked  expeditiously;  Es- 
tates Commissioners  purchased  estate  of  Captain 
Hugh  Henry,  near  Tuam;  it  was  inspected  in  June 
and  July,  1905,  and  was  striped  in  November,  1905, 
while  the  houses  were  built  and  inhabited  by  May, 
1906 ; houses  and  fences  together  cost  less  than  houses 
built  by  Congested  Districts  Board  in  the  district 
about  Tuam,  55650-71. — All  the  104  tenants  of 
this  Henry  Estate  were  satisfied;  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  tenants,  some  of  them  tenants  from  the  adjoin- 
ing O’Sullivan  Estate,  received  new  holdings,  and 
the  remainder  had  enough  land  to  make  their  hold- 
ings economic ; tenants  and  landlord  were  satisfied 
with  the  price,  55660-1,  55664,  55672-4. — The  land 
had  been  striped,  and  when  a tenant  was  removed 
his  holding  was  divided  among  his  neighbours,  and 
boundaries  were  re-arranged,  55667. — Tenants  built 
houses  with  grants  of  about  £100  from  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  under  superintendence  of  the  Com- 
missioners’ inspectors;  the  tenant  used  his  own 
labour,  made  his  own  contract,  and  supplied  the 
stone,  55660,  55670,  55689-91. — One  at  least  of  the 
new  holders  was  tire  son  of  a tenant,  55675,  55684. — 
The  tenants  from  the  O’Sullivan  Estate  came  from 
a poor  but  not  scheduled  area,  55677-8,  55695-6. — 
The  Henry  Estate  was  purchased  under  Clause  6, 
55697. — Though  in  this  estate  the  Commissioners  were 
not  hampered  by  difficulties  that  would  have  existed 
had  the  estate  been  in.  rundale,  as  were  many  pro- 
perties with  which  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
dealt,  they  had  to  build  houses  and  fences  for  2,000 
acres  of  grass  land,  and  to  make  roads,  55663,  55666, 
55668-9,  55681-3,  55686-7. — Estates  Commissioners  did 
not  wait  to  pub  in  tenants  till  they  had  finished 
re-striping  holdings  and  making  roads  and  drains, 
but  put  the  men  in  first,  and  set  them  to  work  on  the 
roads,  etc.,  while  meantime  the  tenants  were  getting 
the  benefit  from  the  land ; Congested  Districts  Board 
would  not  .admit  tenants  till  everything  was  pre- 
pared, 55688. — Where  migrants  came  from  a great 
distance  it  might  be  difficult  to  house  them  before 
new  dwellings  were  built,  55692-3. 

Bodkin  Estate,  Kilclooney. 

The  Bodkin  Estate  of  Kilclooney,  near  Milltown, 
in  neighbourhood  of  Tuam,  had  been  purchased  by 
Congested  Districts  Board  ; originally  it  was  bought 
by  Mr.  Parnell  to  experiment  in  planting  the  people 
on  grap  land ; Mr.  Parnell  formed  a company  called 
the  Migration  Company;  the  experiment  failed,  and 
the  company  went  into  liquidation,  but  all  the  tenants 
bought  their  holdings,  and  the  grass  lands  were  taken 
over  by  the  Land  Commission,  which  had  advanced 
most  of  the  purchase  money,  55697-8,  55706. — Under 
the  Land  Commission’s  management  the  company’s 
shareholders  had  to  pay  up  the  full  amount  of  the 
calls  on  their-  shares ; the  sale  was  carried  -through, 
and  the  Land  Commission  kept-  over  the  tenancies  of 
the  grass  lands,  witness  thought  because  there  was 
at  that  time  no  power  to  stripe  and  divide  them  ; 
this  was  in  1885,  before  formation  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board ; for  several  years  the  grass  lands  were 
set  to  graziers,  and  in  1900~  it  was  said  all  the  graziers 
had  been  approached  by  the  Land  Commission  with 
the  objecii  of  selling  out  those  farms  to  them  under 
the  Act  of  1891 ; witness,  with,  the  assistance  of  some 
local  people,  then  endeavoured  to  find  some  means 
to  secure  the  grass  lands  for  division  among  the  local 
people,  55700,  55706. — In  1900  witness  approached 
the  Land  Commission  regarding  the  purchase  of 
grass  land  on  this  estate,  and  was  refen-ed  to  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  55698r700,  55706. — Witness 
wrote  to  Congested  Districts  Board  in  October,  1900, 
and  as  nothing  was  done  he  wrote  again,  in  June, 
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1901,  enclosing  a memorial  signed  by  Dr.  O’Donnell 
and  others,  asking  ithat  the  Bodkin  Estate  should  be 
sold  out  for  re-purchase  and  distribution  among  the 
tenants ; after  the  question  had  been  raised  in  Par- 
liament and  further  negotiations  made  Congested 
Districts  Board  purchased  the  Bodkin  Estate;  wit- 
ness then  wrote  to  Congested  Districts  Board  saying 
there  were  people  who  held  tenancies  on  the  estate 
but  did  not  live  there,  and  would  probably  be  will- 
ing to  sell  to  the  Board  their  interests  in  the  farms ; 
witness  had  this  information  from  a tenant,  but  Board 
rebuked  him  for  attempting  to  speak  to  a tenant  about 
selling  to  Congested  Districts  Board  and  for  writing 
to  Board  on  such  a subject,  55700-2. — Witness  was 
then  acting  as  solicitor  to  the  tenants;  the  last  para- 
graph of  Board’s  letter  was  about  pui-chasing  from 
the  tenants,  and  witness,  adopting  that  paragraph, 
wrote  to  the  tenant  who  offered  the  farm,  and  the 
latter  was  eventually  bought  by  Board,  55703. — Wit- 
ness did  not  deny  tlia-t  the  case  of  this  Bodkin  Estate 
was  especially  complicated,  but  he  complained  that 
after  Board  had  purchased  it  they  left  it  a long  time 
idle,  and  for  years  grazed  it  themselves,  not  attempt- 
ing to  divide  it  up  into  stripes,  55709,  55711-5.— It 
was  purchased  about  the  end  of  1901,  and  was  vested 
in  the  tenants  27th  July,  1906,  55710,  55778.— Wit- 
ness knew  no  reason  for  delay  in  striping,  except 
that  Congested  Districts  Board  wex-e  fully  occupied 
elsewhere,  55716,  55729— The  land  should 'have  been 

aed  immediately,  and  people  from  the  neighbour- 
put  on  it;  Congested  Districts  Board  brought 
at  least  one  man  from  Dunmore ; the  local  people’s 
needs  should  first  have  been  satisfied,  55717-9, 
55737,  55740-2. — The  people  introduced  from  a dis- 
tance came  from  scheduled  areas,  55735.— Congested 
Districts  Board  were,  hampered  by  the  fact  ifcbat  they 
cmild  not  enlarge  holdings'  of  local  people  not  under 
f 5 Ration;  £10  would  be  a better  limit  than  £5, 
55722-3,  55742-5. — If  Board  were  waiting  till  they 
received  power  to  enlarge  holdings  above  £5  valuation 
their  reason  for  delay  was  good;  witness  did  not 
think  that  was  their  reason,  55736,  55738.— Migra- 
tion from  a distance  was  not  desirable  if  local 
wants  had  first-  been  satisfied,  55741-2.  55745.— The 
sons  of  tenants  should  be  given  land  where  possible, 
but  not  before  congests  from  a distance,  the  latter 
had  a prior  claim  after  local  holdings  had  been 
rendered  economic 55746-9— One  of  the  reasons  why 
tenants  preferred  Estates  Commissioners  to  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  thait  the  former  were  more  likely 
rons  ^d  among  the  Ifal  tenants  and  their 

557504— When  Congested  Districts  Board 

it  ,n\a1  ^-scheduled  area  the  fact  that 

iL  Tdu¥<prTllted  local  ^ants  receiv- 

tend  purchased  by  Boa'rd.  55755-6— If  the  £5 

movStl055757ere  Tl'aiSed  IH-lis  phi^ten  would  be  re- 
X7'“7TJle  1“‘on  of  Bodkin  Estate 
Garrett  55724  ^ "P  ***?  of  a Mr! 

Kind  SraSi  d,®T“  house  in 

™ • he”  Purchased  the  Bodkin 

. graawrs  sumndcred  their  land  or  sold 
were  dealt  with  in  1901  and  iqnp 

hSj‘ B^kin  Sate  ^ ^ftinted  with  the 
by  Board  55766  75  |?tate  P/evl0l,s  to  its  purchase 
the  S eS~5  thflff  > Wa!  *****  to 
Board  after  they  acquired  it  with  the  Esta t^r  ^ 

sas’asa.*1* 

Congested  Dtstricts  Boarder  wn»r  „ 
ivith  m,  or  Bmmm 

a.Sf!witM,  *£t  “ do.it  ve,T 

Board  had  do.lt  morf "S',  T“«"  ; 
since  1903.  but  this  w.r  Kiy  Wlth  estates 
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Estate  was  wholly  accounted  for  by  the  special  Hr 

cumstances,  55781-3,  55842— Judge  Leonard’s  Eskt 
near  Tuam  liad  been  purchased  by  Board  three  * 
four  years  ago,  and  still,  in  September  of  1907 
unstriped  and  in  graziers’  hands,  55783-5*  55m 
55843— The  reason  was  that  the  Board  had  insufficient 
staff  and  resources,  55841,  55849-52. — The  delays  mieht 
be  partly  due  to  the  delay  in  vesting  estates  as  till 
this  was  accomplished  the  more  important  imnrovB 
meats  could  not  be  carried  out,  65853-4— Witness 
knew  of  no  difficulties  as  to  who  should  receive  land 
on  Bodkin  Estate,  buifc  some  of  the  tenants  had  diffi 
culty  in  keeping  the  land  at  the  rent,  55786— Board 
did  no  work  on  the  estate  till  three  years  after  thev 
acquia-ed  it],  55787-90— Some  time  further  daipsed 
before  migrants  were  brought  in;  some  time  was 
spent  m improving  Ardnagull  farm  and  dividing  it 
into  four  parts,  which  were  given  to  migrants,  55791 
—There  were  many  local  applications  for  this  farm’ 
and  some  of  the  delay  might  have  been  in  consider’ 
ing  the  claims  of  the  applicants ; the  chief  delay  was 
due  to  the  high  price  asked  for  the  farms,  55792-3  — 
Deliberaiffion  was  nlecess-ary  in  choosing  the  right 
people  to  occupy  the  divided  grass  land,  but  the  delay 
on  the  Bodkin  Estate  had  nevertheless  been  too  treat 
55794-8. — Congested  Districts  Board  had  more  diffi'- 
culty  than  Estates  Commissioners  in  finding  tenants 
for  their  farms  because  their  rents  were  too  high- 
rents  demanded  by  Estates  Commissioners  were  al’ 
ways  reasonable,  55759— Congested  Districts  Board 
could  acquire  land  more  easily  than  Estates  Com- 
missioners because  they  had  more  money,  but  Estates 
Commissioners  could  (settle  property  once  acquired 
more  easily  and  satisfactorily,  55760-5— In  stating 
that  Board  paid  more  for  land  than  Commissioned 
witness  referred  only  to  purchases  in  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Tuam,  namely,  the  Kilclooney  and 
ae  c&nbrasted  with  the  Henry  Estate, 
55799-807,  55819— Board  made  no  offer  for  the  Henry 
E®tate.’  55808. — Witness  had  not  implied  that  Board 
got  Kilclooney  and  Nugent  Estates  because  they  gave 
a bigger  price  than  Estates  Commissioners  were  will- 
ing to  give,  55809. — Estates  Commissioners  might  be 
considered  better  purchasers  than  Board,  because  the 
tenants  on  Commissioners’  estates  did  not  complain 
of  then-  annuities  while  those  on  Board’s  complained 
of  theirs,  55810-1— Tenants  on  Board’s  estates  were 
the  same  class  as  those  on  Commissioners’,  but  the 
migrants  brought  in  by  Boai*d  from  scheduled  areas 
were  generally  ,&  different  does,  55812— Estates  Com- 
missioners spent  less  than  Board,  and  built  houses  and 
fences  ait  less  cost;  Board’s  procedure  was  too  ex- 
pensive, 55813-5— Commissioners  granted  £100  for  a 
nouse,  and  this  sufficed  to  pay  for  material  and  car- 
penter and  mason,  while  the  prospective  occupier 
gave  his  own  labour  in  addition;  the  £100  covered 
te"ces  and  out-offices,  55816-8,  55831-3, 
spent  £120  to  £140  on  the  house  alone, 
55818,  55831-5— Houses  built  on  Henry  Estate  with 
instates  Commissioners’  grants  were  very  good  cot- 
ages,  and  ample  for  any  holding ; they  had  one 
storey,  roofed  within;  there  was  a loft  inside  and  n 
teHHn  on.  top ; some  of  the  houses  were  two- 
storeyed,  55836-8— Witness  believed  annuities  were 
mgher  on  Board’s  property  than  on  Estates  Com- 
rnim^fe8  ’ • 6ux! 22— Board’s  work  of  introduction  of 
migrants  might  be  more  expensive  than  the  bringing 
men  from  quite  close  at  hand,  55823-5— Purchasing, 
Sg?  and  distribution  of  land  should  be  given 
1 e ? to  Estates  Commissioners,  who  should  con- 
S'V'uT,  previously  followed  by  Board; 
Hia  , B,lou^d  be  left  to  attend  more  practically  to 
te®  1!t  was  doing  in  earlier  years,  namely, 

x-  ,1°^,  developing  of  properties;  Board's 

teriini^i  d End  full  occupation  with  work  concerning 
4.1.  j,~i  ^ucataon  and  questions  of  agriculture  a.uo 
, 0 ^e  ?Pmen't  °f  the  province  generally  in  relation 
to  fisheries  and  industeies,  etelf  55844-6,  55855-6, 
SSiJ*  +l  55888-92— Witness’s  chief  romplaiirts 
Board  we're  their  delays  and  the  high 
Ha  dca  ^ i=’ave’  as  shown  by  the  annuities,  55848.— 
Board’s  abolition,  but  all  Con- 
Cnlw-ATT  F*1*  be  scheduled  as  congested,  and  as  in 
fh  x there  are  23,328  uneconomic  holdings, 

m<Se  work  in  connection  with  the  land 
1 n B-oard  could  deal  with,  in  addition  to 
’ 7c£22omiH  their  task  of  development 

^ ■ 55839 • 55855-7,  55905— If  the  settlement 
ana  striping  of  estates  were  taken  over  by  Estates 
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Commissioners  they  should  be  able  to  spend  on  slum 
estates  more  than  the  10  per  cent,  allowed  under  Sec- 
tion 6,  and  they  should  have  compulsory  powers  in 
Connaught,  55858,  65874. 

Land  Available  tor  Relief  of  Congestion. 

The  land  in  Connaught,  even  if  compulsorily  ac- 
quired, would  not  entirely  suffice  to  relieve  congestion 
in  the  province,  55875. — At  present  it  would  be  use- 
less to  ask  for  compulsory  powers  beyond  Connaught, 
but  eventually  they  might  be  needed  in  other  places 
if  the  congestion  problem  was  to  be  solved,  55876-84. 

It  would  probably  be  some  time  before  the  land  in 
Connaught  available  under  a system  of  compulsory 
purchase  could  be  dealt  with,  55885-7. 

Suggested  Procedure  Regarding  Purchased 
Estates. 

Estates  Commissioners  having  purchased  a badly- 
congested  estate  should  not  sell  it  in  an  unimproved 
condition,  but  should  retain  it  till  they  could  get  un- 
tenanted land,  and  to  avoid  delays  in  dealing  with 
estates  the  Commissioners  should  possess  themselves  of 
a stock  of  untenanted  land  beforehand,  55893-6.— 
Estates  Commissioners  holding  that  land  would  mi- 
grate tenants  and  enlarge  holdings,  and  having  placed 
the  holdings  in  an  economic  condition,  the  Estates 
Commissioners  would  retire,  their  places  being  taken 
by  Congested  Districts  Board,  whose  functions  would 
be  limited  to  improvement  of  holdings  by  drainage 
and  improved  seeds,  etc.,  55897-901. — These  functions 
would  greatly  overlap  those  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  which  for  the  present  might  disappear 
in  Galway,  55902-4. 

Work  of  the  Agricultural  Department. 

Board’s  work  of  general  development  had  been 
greatly  interfered  with  by  Agricultural  Department, 
and  the  number  of  Departments  existing  in  1907 
caused  complication  and  loss,  while  no  Department 
had  enough  money  to  do  its  work  properly,  55858. — 
Agricultural  Department’s  advent  had  caused  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  to  abandon  their  agricultural 
and  technical  instruction  work  in  congested  districts, 
or  rather  to  transfer  it  to  County  Committees ; these 
Committees  and  the  Department  did  not  do  the 
work  in  the  same  admirable  way  in  which  Board  had 
done  it,  55866-8. — This  was  because  their  funds  were 
insufficient,  55869-70. — Local  Committees  wetre  unable 
to  effect  such  work  as  the  formation  of  Parish  Com- 
mittees and  the  establishment  of  small  model  farms, 
where  good  bulls  or  boars  could  be  kept  for  local  use 
and  where  proper  classes  of  seeds,  etc.,  were  to  be 
seen,  55958. 

Alternative  Scheme  for  Purchase. 

As  an  alternative  scheme  to  making  Estates  Com- 
missioners the  sole  authority  for  dealing  with  pur- 
chase and  distribution  of  land  witness  would  not 
object  to' an  arrangement  by  which  Estates  Commis- 
sioners should  buy  property  in  Connaught  at  requisi- 
tion of  Congested  Districts  Board,  ana  should  then 
hand  the  property  purchased  to  Board  for  striping 
and  improvement,  55905-11. — Witness  however  pre- 
ferred the  Estates  Commissioners  as  the  sole  au- 
thority, and  thought  it  better  that  one  body  should 
manage  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  land,  55926- 
9,  55931. — The  good  work  done  by  Estates  Commis- 
sioner's, in  one  county  at  least,  rendered  it  inadvis- 
able that  their  operations  should  be  excluded  from 
■Connaught  altogether,  except  at  requisition  of  Con- 
.gested  Di  stria's  Board,  55912-3,  55917. — If  Commis- 
sioners bought  at  i-equisdtion  of  Board  the  Commis- 
sioners should  decide  what  price  was  to  be  paid, 
because  they  and  their  staff  wei-e  the  better  judges 
of  land,  55932,  55934. — The  two  bodies  were  not 
likely  to  make  such  different  estimates  of  the  price 
that  Estates  Commissioners  would  refuse  in  a par- 
ticular case  to  buy  at  price  suggested  by  Board, 
55933,  55935*-6. — The  reason  for  denying  purchasing 
power  to  Board  was  that  hitherto  Board  had  not 
bought  so  well  as  Estates  Commissioners,  55937. — 
There  coidd  be  no  universal  standard  of  price  all 
•over  Ireland,  but  Estates  Commissioners  would  be 
likely  to  fix  a reasonable  sum  for  a piece  of  land  in 
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any  part  of  the  country,  55941-3. — Under  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  Estates  Commissioners  bought  on 
Board’s  requisition  Board  would  not  be  concerned 
with  the  question  of  price  but  would  merely  state  to 
Commissioners  which  property  they  l-equired,  55940, 
55944-6. — The  detention  of  h*1®1  present  system  by 
which  Estates  Commissioners  purchased  and  distri- 
buted land  without  dealing  with  migration  conflicted 
with  the  policy,  of  migration,  55914. — But  under  a 
system  by  which  Estates  Commissioners  purchased  at 
Board’s  requisition  the  Board  might  fully  develop 
their  migration  policy,  and  there  would  be  no  con- 
flict between  the  policies  of  the  two  bodies,  because 
Board  would  not  be  concerned  in  the  purchasing, 
55916-8. — Even  if  Board  were  the  purchasing 
authority  throughout  Connaught  the  legal  prooesses 
in  the  transfer  of  estates  could  still  be  in  the  hands 
of  Estates  Commissioners,  55919. 


Local  Objections  to  Introduction  of  Migrants. 

If  Estates  Commissioners  were  the  purchasing  and 
distributing  authority  the  tenants  and  their  sons  who 
had  previously  received  great  advantages  from  Es- 
tates Commissioners  would  probably  object  to  the  in- 
troduction of  migrants,  but  the  objection  was  not 
likely  to  be  a serious  matter;  there  had  been  no 
serious  objection  to  the  migrants  introduced  into  Kil- 
clooney  and  Nugent  Estates  by  Congested  Districts 
Board,  55920-5. — Estates  Commissioners  had  been 
driven  to  provide  for  the  sons  of  tenants  lest  thedr 
should  be  conflicts  with  tenants  on  properties  under 
£5  valuation  adjoining  the  land  on  which  migrants 
were  placed,  55924. — At  present  both  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  Congested  Districts  Board  had  a 
difficulty  about  bringing  migrants  from  a distance, 
and  the  limit  for  admission  from  neighbouring  es- 
tates should  be  raised  from  £5  valuation  to  £10, 
55947-51. — Board’s  and  Commissioners’  powers  re- 
garding introduction  of  migrants  wei-e  similar,  55952- 
3. — Estates  Commissioners  had  power  to  purchase 
untenanted  grass  lauds  wherever  they  chose,  55954. — 
There  might  be  a certain  amount  of  competition  be- 
tween Commissioners  and  Board  if  the  latter  were 
buying  land  in  Connaught  and  also  outside  for  the 
purpose  of  transferring  migrants,  55955-7. 


Piers. 

County  Councils  were  obliged  to  keep  up  piers, 
many  of  which  were  useless,  as  they  were  in  the  wrong 
places;  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  fell  on  the  poor 
districts;  some  of  the  cost  had  been  temporarily 
placed  on  the  county-at-large  in  order  to  relieve  Con- 
nemara rates,  but  this  aiTangement  could  not  con- 
tinue, 55958-64. 


Lough  Corrib  Ferry. 

The  Jeaigth  of  the  crossing  far  the  proposed  Lough 
Corrib  Ferry  was  only  a qu  alter  of  a mile ; the  ferry 
was  badly  needed,  55965,  55^71. — The  County  Council 
had  voted  £400,  and  grants  had  been  premised  from 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  from  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  and  the.  County  Council  undertook  to 
maintain  the  ferry ; it  was  then  discovered  that  the 
County  Council  had  no  power  to  make  a ferry,  and 
a Bill  to  obtain  this  power  was  introduced  into  Par- 
liament, but  was  lost  in  consequence  of  a clause  in 
regard  to  Board  of  Works,  by  which  the  county  would 
have  suffered  financially,  and  to  which  the  Irish 
Party  objected,  55965-6,  55972-3. — There  was  a 
general  opinion  that  Ireland  suffered  from  indifferent 
legislation,  55967-9. — The  County  Council  had  poiver 
to  maintain  ferries  once  made,  55970-1. 


ARMSTRONG,  Mn.  E.  G. 


Cattle  Trade  and  Division  of  Grass  Lands. 

Dividing  up  of  grass  lands  would  probably  injure 
the  trade  in  cattle,  which  formed  the  chief  wealth 
of  Ireland;  small  farmers  in  the  West  of  Ir  .‘land  either 
reared  calves  from  their  own  cows,  or  baught  calves 
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from  Tipperary  or  Limericlc  dealers ; they  fed  the 
calves  for  a year  or  a year  and  a hall,  and  then 
sold  to  men  with  100  acres  or  more,  who  kept  the 
calves  a year  or  six  months,  and  then  sold  to  far- 
mers who  kept  them  another  year  or  six  months,  and 
finally  sold  them  to  Leinster  graziers  or  exported 
them  to  England  to  be  fattened  ; small  farmers  could 
not  feed  cattle  till  they  were  fat,  as  they  had  not 
enough  grass  land,  even  if  it  were  rich  enough  ; 100 
acres  of  fattening  grass  land  would  carry  seventy 
to  seventy-five  three-and-a-half-year-old  cattle,  and 
finish  them  during  the  summer,  but  the  same  100 
acres,  divided  into  four  or  five  smaller  fields,  would 
not  give  the  cattle  a sufficiently  wide  walk,  or  enough 
variety  of  herbage,  and  there  would  also  be  a diffi- 
culty about  water ; country  farmers  sometimes 
fattened  cattle  by  stall-feeding  in  winter,  but  these 
were  generally  inferior  beasts  ; a small  farmer  with 
thirty  acres  would  have  eight  acres  in  tillage,  and 
keep  two  cows,  two,  or  even  three,  ewes,  and  a 
mare;  next  year  he  would  have  two  cows,  two  calves, 
three  ewes  and  their  lambs,  and  a mare  and  foal, 
and  the  land  would  not  suffice  to  feed  them  ; he  could 
not  send  all  his  yearlings  to  England,  and  if  the 
middlemen  who  owned  moderately  good  grass  lands 
were  abolished  there  would  be  no  buyers  in  Ireland; 
Ireland  required  four  classes  of  holders  of  land, 
namely,  the  small  farmer  who  reared  cattle,  the 
moderate  farmer  who  fed  them  for  a year,  the 
grazier  with  fairly  good  land  who  fed  them  another 
year,  and  the  Leinster  man,  or  English  or  Scotch 
man  who  finished  the  cattle  ; the  transfer  of  land  to 
small  holders  might  cause  deterioration  in  the  breed 
of  cattle,  as  small  farmers  would  not  have  the  capital 
or  means  of  getting  good  bulls  and  rams  ; Ireland 
was  naturally  a grazing  country ; witness  had  farmed 
1,200  statute  acres  himself,  and  managed  3,000  for 
others ; from  1882  he  was  engaged  buying  cattle  and 
managing  for  landowners  in  Mayo  and  six  other 
counties,  and  he  thought  that  the  large  graziers  and 
the  landowners  who  farmed  their  own  land  had  been 
the  means  of  improving  and  keeping  up  the  breed 
of  sheep  and  cattle  in  Ireland  ; landowners  in  Ros- 
common had  imported  shorthorns  in  days  of  wit- 
ness’s grandfather  with  good  results  to  local  breed  of 
cattle ; small  farmers,  if  left  dependent  on  cattle 
dealers,  would  be  ruined ; small  farmers  had  to  keep 
a good  portion  of  their  land  in  meadow  for  winter 
feeing,  which  was  the  most  profitable  in  Ireland ; 
the  principle  of  dividing  grass  lands  and  creating 
farms  of  from  thirty  to  forty  acres,  and  migrating 
tenants  was  not  objectionable,  but  whatever  was  done 
should  be  done  slowly  lest  the  whole  trade  of  the 
country  should  be  ruined  and  national  bankruptcy 
supervene ; few  men  from  congested  districts  could 
manage  a large  farm ; the  grass  lands  to  be  divided 
should  be  carefully  chosen  ; strong  heavy  fattening 
land  or  wet  rushy  land  was  not  suitable  for  division, 
but  light  dry  moory  land  or  good  reclaimed  land  were 
suitable;  thirty  Irish,  or  fifty  statute  acres,  were 
the  least  that  could  make  a farm  capable  of  support- 
ing a family,  55977,  55979,  55980  , 55984-5.— There 
were  some  grass  lands  of  a nature  to  be  improved  by 
tillage,  and  these  should  be  broken  up,  55981-3. 

Weeds. 

Ireland  was  overrun  with  weeds  which  cost  the 
soil  30  per  cent,  of  its  fertility,  and  which  were  con- 
tinually increasing  ; every  landowner  should  be  com- 
pelled by  law  to  keep  his  ground  clear  of  weeds; 
the  clearance  should  be  general,  as  it  was  of  little 
use  for  one  man  to  remove  weeds  if  seeds  of  weeds 
wore  being  blown  in  from  his  neighbour's  ground, 
55977-8. 

Geneeae  Condition  of  Land  in  Ieeland. 

Congested  Districts  Board  had  done,  and  was  doing, 
good  work,  and  the  destruction  of  Board  or  its  amal- 
gamation with  Estates  Commissioners  or  Land  Com- 
mission would  be  a National  calamity  ; Board’s  capi- 
tal should  be  increased ; compulsory  purchase  was 
needless  as  plenty  of  land  was  to  be  had  at  a fair- 
price  ; valuation  of  land  was  difficult,  and  required 
careful  inspection,  as  the  variety  of  land  within  a 
small  area  was  great ; there  was  no  doubt  that  land- 
owners  were  possessed  of  both  the  fee  and  the  occu- 
pation interest  of  untenanted  land ; the  limitation 


in  the  Land  Act  of  1903  excluding  the  enlargement 
of  holdings  exceeding  £5  in  value  was  a serious 
drawback,  and  the  limit  should  be  £10  ; as  to  th 
purchase  of  estates  by  Estates  Commissioners  the 
delay  in  getting  the  money  was  a serious  drawback 
and  the  security  offered  the  vendor  was  doubtful’ 


KENNEDY,  Mr.  CORNELIUS  J. 


Status  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  a member  of  Tuam  Rural  District 
Council,  which  had  appointed  him  to  give  evidence 
55986-7.— He  lived  in  the  town  of  Dunmore,  where 
he  carried  on  a large  trade  in  grocery  and  provisions 
besides  having  a bar ; he  was  Rural  District  Councillor 
for  Dunmore  Division  and  County  Councillor  for  the 
County  Electoral  Division  of  Dunmore,  55989-90. 

Tuam  Union. 

Tuam  Union  contained  190,649  acres,  with  valua- 
tion of  £77,625  3 s.  ; a statement  furnished  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union  showed  that  there  were  56  925 
acres  under  grazing,  including  two  demesne  lands ’un- 
occupied, and  that  these  grazing  lands  were  in  posses- 
sion of  98  non-resident  and  171  resident  graziers  and 
that  2,315  occupiers  had  valuation  under  £5 ; the 
Union’s  population  was  39,832  in  1881,  and  34,630  in 
1891,  and  in  1901  it  was  30,924,  55988,  55991-2.— 
There  was  acute  congestion  in  part  of  Tuam 
Union,  particularly  in  neighbourhood  of  Dunmore, 
part  of  which  was  scheduled,  55990-2. — As  regards 
Dunmore  and  its  neighbourhood,  the  village  of  Luhro- 
had  11  tenants,  and  the  average  holding  contained 
3£  acres,  and  was  valued  at  £2 ; Carnagur  had  8 
tenants,  and  the  average  holding  contained  6 acres, 
and  was  valued  at  £3  10s.  ; Clonkeen  had  36  tenants, 
an  average  holding  containing  7 acres,  'and  being 
valued  at  17s.  ; Carnaseer  had  20  tenants,  with  aver- 
age acreage  of  6 acres,  and  valuation  4s. ; Britenagahy 
had  14  tenants,  whose  average  acreage  was  4£,  and 
valuation  4s.  ; in  this  one  townland  there  were  25 
patches  of  land  and  there  were  hundreds  of  acres  of 
grass  land,  55991-2. — Lisabodder  had  6 tenants,  aver- 
age holdings  being  of  6 acres,  and  average  valuation 
£1  15s.  ; these  tenants  had  to  carry  bags  of  flour  on 
their  backs  as  there  were  no  roads,  55994. — Killooney 
had  42  tenants,  the  average  holding  containing  5 
acres,  and  being  valued  at  £3  10s.  ; Cappagh  had 
32  tenants,  with  an  average  acreage  of  10  acres,  and 
valuation  4s.  ; Caramanagh  had  32  tenants,  average 
acreage  9£,  and  valuation  4s. ; Clooncun  had  6 ten- 
ants, average  acreage  5,  and  valuation  3s.  ; Sleir,  15 
tenants,  average  acreage  8,  and  valuation  5s.  10d.; 
population  of  town  of  Dunmore  was  under  600 ; the 
town  was  nearly  surrounded  by  the  best  grazing 
lands  ; tlie  population,  except  a few  shopkeepers,  were 
very  poor,  and  the  majority  had  practically  no  land, 
and  felt  keenly  the  want  of  grazing;  most  of  the 
graziers  refused  to  let  any  grazing,  but  Captain 
Martyn’s  agent,  on  the  Deering  Estate,  gave  grazing 
accommodation  at  £3  10s.  per  annum.;  the  town  ani 
its  neighbourhood  suffered  from  periodical  flooding  of 
the  River  Elare,  and  from  the  lack  of  railway  ac- 
commodation, 55996,  56018. 

Acquisition  of  Geazing  Lands. 

The  grazing  should  be  bought  by  some  authority, 
and  the  whole  of  it  settled  with  migrants 
from  the  villages  round  whose  vacated  hold- 
ings should  be  divided  amongst  those  who  re- 
mained, 55991-2,  55997-9,  56000— Tenants  were  pre- 
pared to  migrate,  55999. — Grazing  land  should  be  ac- 
quired by  compulsion ; the  171  resident  graziers  in- 
cluded many  shopkeepers,  56001-2. — Resident  graziers 
should  receive  some  fair  compensation,  but  the  non- 
resident, who  were  eleven-months'  men,  should 
ceive  none,  55991-2,  56.003-10,  56024.— Eleven-mouths 
men  had  overstocked  the  land  and  eaten  the  heart 
out  of  it,  56025.— A certain  individual  who  had  pur- 
chased out  land  on  the  Bodkin  Estate  was 
to  compensation  though  he  was.  non-resident^  56026  J • 
— Where  a man  had  half  a dozen  farms  and  liveu 
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•on  on©  of  them  Congested  Districts  Board  should 
acquire  the  five,  leaving  the  holder  that  on  which  he 
lived,  56046-9. — When  all  the  local  people  had  received 
■sufficient  land  what  was  left  might  be  distributed 
amongst  migrants  from  a distance,  56011-4. — The 
land  shoud  be  used  entirely  for  the  relief  of  conges- 
tion ; migrants  from  a distance  being  provided  for 
in  preference  to  farmers'  sons  ; the  latter  should  not 
receive  land,  56015-8. — Estates  Commissioners  had 
■bought  some  grass  land  within  Tuam  Union  and  had 
given  some  of  it  to  sons  of  tenants,  56019-22. 


Congested  Districts  Board. 

Transfers  of  land  from  landlord  to  tenant  should 
be  carried  out  by  some  authority  such  as  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  or  Estates  Commissioners,  as  in  private 
treaties  between  landlord  and  tenant  the  latter  might 
agree  to  give  a sum  which,  would  make  his  annuity 
'too  large  ; powers  of  Congested  Districts  Board  should 
be  enlarged  and  local  men  elected  by  popular  fran- 
chise should  be  on  the  Board  in  order  that  local 
interests  might  be  given  due  attention  and  over- 
staffing  of  Board  be  prevented,  55991-2,  56030. — The 
Rural  District  Council  should  nominate  these  local 
members  who  need  not  necessarily  be  County  or  Dis- 
trict Councillors,  56031.  56034-4.— A system  by  which 
the  Rural  District  Council  appointed  a sub-committee 
to  inquire  into  local  aspects  of  congestion  and  make 
representations  to  Congested  Districts  Board  and  by 
which  Board  were  bound  by  law  to  consider  those  re- 
presentations would  also  be  most  useful  and  might  avoid 
the  difficulties  likely  to  arise  if  Board  included  mem- 
bers anxious  to  advance  the  interests  of  particular 
districts,  56032,  56037-43. — On  Rural  District  Coun- 
cils the  difficulty  of  meeting  the  views  of  representa- 
tives of  all  districts  was  greatly  felt,  56044-5,  56050- 
5. — County  Councils  usually  managed  to  transact, 
their  business  in  spite  of  the  conflicting  interests  of 
-various  districts,  56056-61. — Witness  preferred  the 
■scheme  of  having  a local  representative  on  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  the  sub-committee  scheme,  though 
a sub-committee  might  have  more  aggregate  know- 
ledge of  local  needs  than  one  individual  representa- 
tive, 56062. — A local  representative  who  did  not  get 
■many  local  grants  for  his  own  county  would  be  de- 
feated on  re-election,  56067-77.— Three  years  would 
probably  be  a sufficient  term  of  office  for  these  repre- 
sentative members  of  Board,  but  witness  personally 
would  not  object  to  a seven  years  term,  56079-83. — 
County  Councils  might  lose  control  over  their  re- 
presentatives if  elected  for  so  long,  56086-9. — The 
•control  by  the  Council  was  less  important  than  the 
•original  choice  of  a good  man,  which  was  likely  to 
be  secured  if  the  representative  were  chosen,  not  by 
nomination  of  the  County  Council,  but  by  the  voice 
of  the  people,  56090-3. 


D’ARCY,  Mr.  JOHN  R. 


Condition  of  Glennamaddy. 

Witness  was  Clerk  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Glennamaddy,  on  whose  behalf  he  appeared, 
56094,  56129-30. — Glennamaddy  Union  contained 
A 3,423  occupiers,  of  whom  3,204  had  a valuation  of 
under  6 ; there  were  15,013  acres  of  unoccupied 
land  available  for  distribution  ; this  unoccupied  land 
had  a valuation  of  £6,000,  and  was  partly  bog,  but 
mostly  grass,  56095-6. — About  10,000  of  the  15,000 
acres  were  capable  of  being  tilled  ; 64  graziers  held 
this  land ; the  area  of  the  occupied  land  was  71,296  ; 
between  1881  and  1891  the  population  had  decreased 
18  per  cent.,  chiefly  through  emigration  to  America, 
56097-8.— Few  emigrants  returned  except  temporarily, 
56123. — It  was  difficult  for  them  to  get  farms  ; witness 
knew  of  none  who  started  shops,  56125-8. — The  divi- 
sion of  land,  the  starting  of  factories,  and  the  im- 
provement of  railway  accommodation  would  increase 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  ; the  nearest  railway 
station  to  Glennamaddy  was  Ballymore,  ten  miles 
distant,  56098-9,  56112.— It  would  be  a great  advan- 
tage if  all  Glennamaddy  Union  were  scheduled  ; only 
seven  of  the  eighteen  divisions  were  scheduled,  56111. 


Improvements  Suggested. 

The  land  in  the  district  would  probably  suffice  to 
make  the  holdings  economic,  56100. — Congests  on 
local  uneconomic  holdings  should  be  satisfied  before 
sons  of  tenants,  but  the  introduction  of  migrants 
from  a distance,  while  sons  of  local  tenants  were  unpro- 
vided for,  would  probably  cause  trouble,  56101-4. — 
This  circumstance  made  the  problem  of  relieving  con- 
gestion on  such  places  as  those  along  the  coast  where 
there  was  no  grass  land  available  a very  difficult 
one,  56105-9. — If  all  the  great  grass  tract  between 
East  Galway  and  Roscommon  were  given  to  the  sons 
of  tenants  relief  of  congestion  on  the  seaboard  would 
be  impossible,  56110. — A woollen  factory  might  be 
started  in  Glennamaddy  as  it  was  a sheep  country, 
56113-4. — Local  weaving  had  been,  to  a great  extent, 
given  up  as  it  did  not  pay ; weavers  at  present  could 
not  earn  more  than  Is.  6 d.  a day,  56115-8,  56121. — 
The  industry  would  probably  pay  if  the  work  could 
be  sent  to  distant  markets,  56119. — An  instructor 
going  through  the  districts  to  teach  young  men 
weaving  on  an  improved  loom  would  be  of  use,  56122. 


MACKEN,  Very  Rev.  CANON. 


Little  Work  done  by  Congested  Districts  Board 
in  Tuam  Union. 


In  Tuam  Poor  Law  Union  only  four  electoral  divi- 
sions were  scheduled  as  congested,  namely,  Addergoole, 
Belclare,  Dunmore,  and  Levally ; others  needed 
scheduling  ; there  were  56,925  acres  of  grazing  land 
in  the  Union  ; Tuam  parish  had  an  unusual  pro- 
portion of  grazing  land,  but  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  only  dealt  with  two  small  estates,  and 
built  seven  or  eight  cottages,  of  which  it  was  com- 
plained that  the  annuities  were  too  high,  56132, 
56257. — One  tenant  on  Ardnagoll  townlaiid  on  Bodkin 
Estate  paid  £16  15s.  for  23  statute  acres  ; his  hold- 
ing was  in  three  divisions,  and  he  had  paid  £82 
to  get  possession  ; he  asked  to  have  his  case  repre- 
sented to  present  Commission,  saying  he  had  thought 
he  was  getting  25  acres ; he  had  been  brought  from 
a congested  area,  and  Board  fixed  his  annuity ; he 
saw  the  land  before  getting  it  ; his  grievance  was  not 
very  serious,  56132-8. — Nothing  was  done  for  the  con- 
gested area  in  Tuam  parish  till  August,  1907,  when 
the  Parish  Committee  were  promised  a grant  of  £50  ; 
twice  questions  had  been  asked  in  Parliament  by 
the  member  for  the  division  as  to  why  nothing  had 
been  done  for  Levally  ; since  Levally  was  scheduled 
1,000  acres  had  been  sold  to  graziers  in  Gallagh,  close 
by,  at  18  years’  purchase,  and  this  tract  would  have 
sufficed  to  relieve  congestion  in  Levally  division  while 
the  moderate  price  would  have  enabled  Board  to 
provide  large  holdings  at  moderate  payments ; if 
Board  had  nad  greater  resources  a«d  a larger  staff 
they  could  have  acted  more  promptly  and  acquired 
this  grazing  land,  56139-40.—' This  grazing  land  was 
sold  in  1900  under  Ashbourne  Act,  56141-4. — Board 
should  have  more  money  and  members  representative 
of  counties  who  would  know  what  was  going  on  m 
the  county,  56145-6.— Under  the  existing  scheduling 
rules  there  was  little  room  for  Board’s  operations  in 
Tuam  Union,  56254-6. 


Finance  of  the  Land  Act  of  1903. 

The  Land  Act  of  1903  should  be  promptly  amended 
s the  financial  system  was  obviously  unsound ; it 
as  clear  that  the  Government  Land  Stock  provided 
ss  than  five-sixths  of  the  purchase  money ; in  1903 
was  expected  that  Irish  Land  Stock,  paying  _ a 
Lvidend  of  2?  per  cent,  would  stand  at  100,  but  in 
105  it  touched  95g.  and  during  1907  fell  to  81 ; in 
sptember,  1907,  it  had  risen  again  only  to  83  ; this 
leant  that  17  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  would 
rantually  fall  on  the  rates  ; it  was  useless  to  say 
lat  some  of  the  balance  came  from  grants  made  m 
•lief  of  the  rates,  for  even  if  these  grants  were  a 
ift,  which  they  were  not,  the  Tates  would  increase 
i proportion  to  the  amount  used  in  the  purchase  of 
ind ! at  the  existing  rapid  rate  of  purchase  arid 
n the  present  financial  system,  the  balance  of  the 
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MACKEN,  Very  Rev.  CANON — continued. 
purchase  money  would  soon  be  an  enormous  burden  on 
Irish  ratepayers,  and  would  fall  even  on  those  who 
owned  no  land  ; other  gilt-edged  securities  such  as 
India  three  per  cents,  had  fallen  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  Irish  Land  Stock,  which  meant  that  the 
earning  power  of  money  had  considerably  increased 
since  Irish  Land  Stock  was  first  issued  ; its  increase 
was  10  or  15  per  cent.,  so  that  a landlord  who  in 
1907  received  17  or  18  years’  purchase  for  Iris  land 
was  as  well  off  as  the  landlord  who  in  1904  received 
20  years’  purchase ; the  Land  Commissioners  seemed 
to  have  appreciated  this,  and  in  valuing  an  estate 
in  Galway  recently  they  fixed  the  price  at  about 
£7,800,  though  some  years  before  the  tenants  offered 
about  £11,000 ; a landlord  should  receive  his  net 
income,  but  in  calculating  it  allowance  should  be 
made  for  agents’  fees,  and  wages  of  bailiffs,  and 
rent  warners  as  well  as  for  lawyers’  fees,  and  bad 
debts,  and  rates  payable  by  landlords  ; nothing  should 
be  allowed  for  moral  and  intellectual  damages ; the 
ordinary  law  of  supply  and  demand  did  not  apply 
to  Irish  land  purchase ; Irish  tenants  would  pay  any- 
thing for  their  land,  and  knew  of  no  other  security 
in  which  to  invest  their  savings  ; they  could  not  look 
years  ahead  and  weigh  the  probabilities  regarding 
importation  of  Canadian  live  stock  and  such  con- 
siderations, nor  understand  the  juggling  of  big  finan- 
cial houses  in  depreciating  stock  ; such  contingencies 
must  be  considered  for  them ; if  the  Land  Act  were 
altered  and  rents  reduced  in  a manner  which  present- 
day  conditions  would  justify,  and  if  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  or  some  other  authority,  got  power  ade- 
quate to  the  work  a settlement  of  congested  problems  . 
would  be  in  sight,  56147. — Financial  arrangements 
for  issue  _ of  stock  should  be  put  on  a basis  which 
would  bring  Land  Stock  up  to  £100 ; this  would  be 
about  3 per  cent.,  and  there  would  be  less  of  a dis- 
count falling  upon  the  country  ; it  was  anomalous 
that  with  Land  Stock  bearing  2|  per  cent.,  and  Con- 
sols 2£  per  cent.,  and  the  same  security  for  both,  the 
prices  were  almost  equal,  56239. 

Congestion  in  Tuam  Electobal  Division. 

What  was  formerly  known  as  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Tuam  was  divided  in  the  5th  of  April  in 
1898  into  Tuam  Urban  and  Tuam  Rural;  Tuam 
Urban  consisted  of  the  township  of  Tuam,  containing 
604  acres,  and  a population  of  3,012  persons;  Tuam 
Rural  consisted  of  the  rural  portion  of  the  old  elec- 
toral division  of  Tuam  and  of  some  additional  town- 
lands;  in  Tuam  Rural  82  tenants  had  an  average 
valuation  of  £2  10s.  4d.  ; Levally,  which  was 
scheduled  congested,  had  only  65  tenants  rated  under 
£5  ; those  tenants  of  Tuam  Rural  who  were  not 
graziers  numbered  155,  their  average  valuation  being 
£5  10s.,  and  this  valuation  could  be  raised  to  £25 
if  the  5,811  acres  of  untenanted  land  in  Tuam  Rural 
were  distributed  ; witness’s  calculations  were  based 
on  the  books  of  the  Union  ; the  Tuam  Rural  ten- 
antry were  in  great  poverty,  and  witness  had  dis- 
tributed sorely  needed  relief  to  them  ; labour  was 
scarce,  and  many  people  eked  out  existence  by  cutting 
turf  from  bogs  and  selling  it  in  the  town  for  fuel ; 
they  were  industrious,  but  under  present  conditions 
it  seemed  mockery  to  exhort  them  to  self-help  ; in 
Tuam  Rural  was  situated  the  estate  of  Mr.  Day,  on 
which  there  was  a farm  containing  70  Irish  acres 
let  to  a grazier  about  the  year  1877,  when'  land  was 
expensive  at  £2  an  acre ; for  this  farm,  at  this 
rental,  thirty  tenants  had  recently  offered  23  years’ 
purchase,  though  an  excellent  farm  on  a neighbour- 
ing estate  had  been  sold  at  the  same  time  for  224- 
years’  purchase  on  a greatly  reduced  rental ; though 
each  of  the  thirty  tenants  would  only  get  about  two 
acres,  and  this,  in  some  cases,  at  a distance  from 
their  own  farms,  the  23  years’  purchase  was  worth 
their  while,  because  at  present  they  paid  £4  to  £6 
per  acre  for  con-acre  meadow  .and  grain  crops  ; an 
official  table  of  statistics  drawn  up  in  October,  1906, 
showed  that  within  the  entire  Union  of  Tuam  there 
were  2,315  occupiers  valued  under  £5,  and  that  there 
0 56V925  acres  under  8razing>  and  valued  at 
£22,692 ; valuation  of  the  whole  union  was  £77,625  ; 
m Abbey  parish  300  families  had  less  than  £5  valua- 
tion each,  and  in  Dunmore  electoral  division,  205  ; 
Claretuam  electoral  division  had  fifty-six  occupiers 
valued  under  £5,  but  there  were  3,170  acres  of  graz- 
ing ; the  rundale  system  existed  in  Carrowrevagh  and 
elsewhere  in  Tuam  parish,  56148-9. 


MACKEN,  Very  Rev.  CANON— continued. 

Gombeenism. 

In  three  or  four  cases  gombeenism  with  100 
cent,  interest  existed  in  neighbouring  parishes  hi 
was  less  flourishing  than  formerly,  56148-9.  ’ Due' 

Remedies  bob  Congestion  in  Connaught. 

Tuam  Union  was  fairly  typical  of  other  p001.  u_ 
unions  of  Connaught ; the  whole  province  and  oth 
places  similarly  circumstanced  should  b-  schednWr 
congested ; the  scheduling  of  large  areas  instead  nf 
having  regard  to  the  poverty  of  individuals  or  small 
townlands  had  been  a mistake;  many  non-scheduW 
districts  were  poorer  than  those  scheduled  ■ tenants 
were  aggrieved  because  the  presence  of  grazing  lands 
in  their  midst  had  deprived  them  of  the  benefits  ac- 
corded to  districts  scheduled  congested ; this  ex 
plained  much  of  the  existing  unrest ; many  persons 
round  Tuam  were  applying  for  labourers’  cottages 
on  the  ranches  m the  hope  of  later  on  getting  a sW 
of  the  grazing  land,  56150.— Land  should  be  pur- 
chased and  the  annuities  for  the  holdings  should  not 
be  so  large  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  ten 
ants  thriving ; a tenant  on.  the  Gallagh  congested 
estate  whose  house  was  not  yet  built  had  sublet  his 
new  holding  for  grazing  at  a price  lower  than  the 
annuity  and  he  remained  in  his  old  holding,  56150-4 
—Congested  Districts  Board  had  done  excellent  work 
in  Connaught,  but  paid  more  for  land  than  Estates 
Commissioners  ; if  lower  prices  stopped  sales  land- 
lords would  have  to  face  reductions  of  rent  or  com- 
pulsion would  become  necessary  ; landlords,  if  their 
net  income  were  fairly  secure,  should  get  no  com- 
pensation for  compulsion,  56154,  56182,  56124 —The 
transfer  and  distribution  of  land  should  take  place  as 
soon  as  possible,  56172. 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

Compulsion  should,  be  used  to  acquire  grazing  lands 
held  on  eleven  months’  system,  and  unless  tho  grazing 
lands  proved  insufficient  to  relieve  congestion  com- 
pulsion should  riot  be  applied  all  round  56175-7 
56188-9,  56211-3,  56215.-When  estates  were  needed* 

nmifira^on  they  should  be  compulsorily  acquired, 
56190-4.— Tire  price  of  compulsorily  acquired  land 
should  be  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  landlord’s 
net  income,  that  is  the  sum  the  landlord  could  put 
m his  pocket  after  discharging  all  obligations  on  the 
estate,  56173-4,  56178. — In  securing  landlords  their 
net  income  it  should  be  remembered  that  limited 
owners  had  a wider  field  of  investment  than  before 
the  passing  of  the  Land  Act  of  1903,  56178-81.— 
Grass  lands  were  held  by  graziers  on  eleven  months’' 
£6216.— The  rent  in  Connaught  was  variable, 
Do 217j— Witness  knew  of  one  exceptionally  good  farm 
near  Tuam  let  at  £2  per  Irish  acre,  56218. — He  knew 
of  no  land  on  the  same  estate  held  by  tenants  at  that 

Jor  tenants  notoriously  held  inferior  land  as 
it  had  long  been  customary  to  plant  tenants  on  boggy 
soil,  56219-2. — Tenants  paid  perhaps  £1  per  acre ; 
this  was  not  judicial  rent;  the  landlord  on  that 
k aooi  TVafr  a kind  one  and  gave  voluntary  reductions, 
iu  7,  If  the  rent  were  £2  the  landlord  should  get 
that,  but  the  tenants  should  not  be  charged  £2  10s. 
in  consequence  if  that  mad©  the  annuity  too  heavy ; 
the  difference  should  be  bridged  by  the  Imperial' 
Treasury,  56224-7,  56230. — The  difference  would  not 
be  enormous,  56228-9,  56231.— Tenants  would  pay 
more  for  good  land  than  for  their  present  poor 
!an,  m® — The  £2  rent  was  gross  income,  56233- 
6.— The  reduction  would  amount  to  about  20  or  25 
’ as  ? rule  was  n°t  put  high  enough, 
06207.— It  was  impossible  to  compare  the  rental  of  the 
tenanted  and  untenanted  land  as  the  soil  varied  so 
greatly,  56290-1. — It  was  impossible  to  expect  that 
land  of  a good  quality  could  pass  to  a purchaser 
as  land  of  a bad  quality,  56292.— The  land  valued  at 
±1  an  acre  produced  besides  that  £1  the  cost  of  the 
tenant  s living,  but  it  was  impossible  to  estimate  the 
grazier  s profit  from  the  land  at  £2  an  acre,  56293- 
fooi  ‘“l<?icial  rent  fixation  began  under  the  Act  of 
1881,  which  applied  to  both  tillage  and  pastoral  land 
m the  hands  of  present  tenants,  and  during  its 
operation  rents  had  been  successfully  reduced  except 
in  certain  cases,  56310-4. — Certain  pastoral  farms  had 
been  excluded  from  the  rent-fixing  process  by  reason 
of  the  devise  of  the  eleven'  months’  system,  and  thus 
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■some  pastoral  lands  had  had  their  rents  altered  while 
others  of  the  same  quality  remained  with  rents  un- 
changed, 56315-8. — The  rent  should  have  been  altered, 
but  as  this  had  not  been  done  the  landlord’s  net  in- 
come should  be  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  rent  as 
it  stood  ; a corresponding  annuity  could  not,  however, 
be  placed  on  these  pastoral  lands  when  broken  up 
and  given  to  tenants  for  agricultural  purposes,  and 
the  State  should  supply  an  additional  bonus  to  make 
up  the  difference,  56319-24. — If  landlords  did  not 
■sell  now  that  judicial  rents  had  to  be  fixed  it  was 
likely,  having  regard  to  the  importation  of  live  stock, 
that  rent  would  be  lowered;  this  should  be  an  in- 
ducement to  landlords  to  sell  even  if  they  did  not  get 
their  net  income  from  gilt-edged  securities,  56323.— 
It  was  desirable  to  continue  and  encourage  the  policy 
of  purchase,  56282-3. — The  State  should  see  that  no 
•class  of  individuals  suffered  by  this  policy,  and  if 
compulsory  powers  of  sale  were  introduced  the  land- 
owners  should  not  be  left  worse  off  than  before,  56284- 
6. — If  the  existence  of  two  purchasing  authorities 
resulted  in  the  diminution  of  the  price  of  land  there 
■should  be  two  authorities,  56195-7. — The  tendency 
among  the  rival  Departments  was  to  purchase  as 
cheaply  as  possible,  56198. 

Purchasing  Authorities. 


In  County  Galway  the  Estates  Commissioners  had 
purchased  more  cheaply  than  Congested  Districts 
Board,  but  they  had  a wider  field  than  Board ; the 
latter  always  tried  to  pin-chase  near  a congested  dis- 
trict, 56198,  56258-9,  56263. — It  would  be  best  to  have 
■one  purchasing  authority,  which  should  be  a unifica- 
tion of  the  four  existing  Departments,  56199-201. — 
As  the  Estates  Commissioners  had  bought  more  cheaply 
than  Board  they  seemed  to  be  the  best  purchasing 
authority,  56202-6,  56265-6.— Witness  did  not  counsel 
the  abolition  of  Congested  Districts  Board  ; one  body 
with  various  powers,  rather  than  many  Departments, 
was  what  was  needed,  and  for  this  reason,  if  Estates 
Commissioners  bought  land  they  might  also  improve 
it,  56155,  56210,  56267-9.— Estates  Commissioners 
would,  in  that  case,  have  to  rehabilitate  the  pro- 
perties in  West  Galway  and  in  the  poorest  parts  of 
the  country  by  migrating  tenants,  56270,  56272-3. — 
Estates  Commissioners  had  not  so  far  done  any  such 
work ; their  work,  as  at  present  carried  on,  tended 
to  frustrate  Board’s  objects,  because  they  were  buy- 
ing estates  and  giving  them  to  sons  of  tenants  in- 
stead of  leaving  the  land  to  Board  for  relief  of 
congestion,  56271,  56274-5.— Estates  Commissioners 
had  done  good  work  in  improving  holdings  of  people 
a little  better  off  than  those  Board  dealt  with  and 
in  relieving  congestion  which  was  often  acute  on  then- 
own  estates  and  on  the  margin,  56276. — There  would 
be  no  objection  to  Congested  Districts  Board  being  the 
purchasing  authority  in  Connaught  and  Estates  Com- 
missioners the  authority  outside  Connaught,  and  in 
that  case  if  Board  operated  outside  Connaught  they 
could  purchase  land  through  Estates  Commissioners, 
56277-8.— This  would  prevent  competition,  56279.— 
It  might  be  possible  to  have  land  purchase  everywhere 
effected  by  Estates  Commissioners  and  the  purchased 
estates  made  over  to  Congested  Districts  Board  for 
subsequent  improvement,  56325-6. 

Improvement  of  Land  and  Agricultural  Instruc- 
tion. 


Improvement  of  land  by  afforesting  and  drainage  was 
needed  ; agricultural  instruction  was  required  and  the 
work  of  the  present  teachers  was  too  superficial;  Board 
should  work  model  farms,  and  if  it  were  seen  that  the 
methods  used  made  land  more  productive  the  example 
would  be  imitated,  56154.— Either  Congested  Districts 
Eoard  or  Agricultural  Department  might  undertake 
the  agricultural  instruction,  but  there  were  at  pre- 
sent too  many  Boards  with  work  overlapping  ; agri- 
cultural instruction  was  really  Department s ^ work, 
and  in  this  they  did  not  clash  with  Board  to  any 
appreciable  extent,  56155-7.  56159-63,  56207  10.  De- 
partment should  develop  the  work  on  existing  lines, 
but  more  thoroughly  than  was  possible  with  present 
funds  and  staff,  56161,  56164-8— If  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  were  to  purchase  and  improve  land  there 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  not  work  m alliance 
with  Agricultural  Department  and  have  a large  say 
.in  Department’s  schemes,  5616M1.-Tlie  Agricultural 


work  administered  by  the  popularly  . appointed 
County  Committees  should  not  be  taken  from  the 
latter,  56244-5. — In  congested  areas  supplemental 
schemes  were  needed  beyond  those  the  committees 
could  finance,  56246,  56251. — For  these  the  body  deal- 
ing with  congestion  really  found  the  money,  and  it 
should  have  a big  voice  in  them,  56247-8. — A voice  in 
arranging  these  schemes  might  be  given  to  Congested 
Districts  Board,  and  to  the  County  Committee  also, 
and  through  the  latter  to  the  Department,  56249-50. 
— It  would  be  a good  thing  if  agricultural  training 
began  in  National  schools,  56281. 

Agricultural  Training  for  Priests. 

In  Belgium  priests  took  a two  years’  course  at  an 
agricultural  college,  and  the  success  of  agriculture  in 
Belgium  was  said  to  be  greatly  due  to  them,  56154. — 
In  many  remote  districts  of  Ireland  the  people  had  no- 
one  but  the  priests  of  whom  they  could  ask  advice, 
and  if  the  priests  had  a couple  of  years’  training  in 
agricultural  science  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
their  parishioners,  56302-8. 

Woollen  Industry  for  Tuam. 

Collateral  industries  should  be  started  ; a gentle- 
man of  distinguished  business  capacity  had  inquired 
into  the  subject  and  informed  witness  that  a woollen 
factory  could  be  made  a success  in  Tuam,  56154,  56240. 
— Similar  industries  flourished  in  Galway  and  Athlone, 
where  there  were  no  greater  facilities  than  in  Tuam, 
56184,  56186. — The  division,  of  grazing  lands  might 
tend  to  diminish  the  number  of  sheep,  but  there 
would  still  be  enough  to  supply  a factory,  56184-7. — 
There  were  plenty  of  girls  in  Tuam  to  work  in  the 
factory,  56241.— The  feeling  in  the  neighbourhood  was 
against  Government  aid  for  the  factory,  and  it  was 
believed  that  it  could  be  made  to  pay  as  an  entirely 
private  concern,  56187,  56242-3. 

Irish  Language. 

The  migration  of  people  for  the  relief  of  congestion 
would  result  in  the  spread  of  the  Irish  language, 
56280. 


EAGLETON,  Rev.  MARK. 

Experience  of  Witness. 

Witness  had  a practical  knowledge  of  agriculture, 
and  had  set  an  example  to  his  parishioners  ; by  drain- 
ing he  had  produced  good  crops  on  what  had  been 
very  cold  land,  56333. — He  had  had  a great  deal  of  ex- 
perience of  small  holders  during  thirty  years,  56334. 

Debts  to  Shops. 

Some  holders  in  congested  areas  generally  were 
greatly  in  debt  to  shops,  but  perhaps  less  than  for- 
merly ; for  goods  lent  for  a long  time  shopkeepers 
charged  more  interest  than  the  bank,  but  it  did  not 
amount  to  gombeen  interest ; landlords  sometimes 
had  shops,  a system  likely  to  result  in  the  tenant 
paying  rent  and  leaving  the  landlord  all  his  crops  at 
the  landlord’s  own  price,  56335-6.  -Thrift  and  indus- 
try and  living  on  the  substantial  foods  formerly  in 
use  instead  of  on  bad  flour,  bad  tea,  etc.,  would  miti- 
gate the  credit  system,  56337. 

Food  of  Tenants. 

The  present  habit  was  to  drink  much  tea  and  little 
milk  56338,  56345. — Formerly  oatmeal,  and  milk,  and 
gruel  were  much  in  use  and  tea  not  at  all,  56339-44. 
—Formerly  people  ate  potatoes  and  grew  and  ground 
•heir  own  corn,  and  ate  their  own  bread,  56344, 
56346.— Wheat  was  not  grown,  so  much  now  as  for- 
merly as  the  class  of  land  the  people  now  dealt  with 
was  not  capable  of  producing  a wheat  crop,  56347-8. 

Congested  Districts  Board  and  Estates  Commis- 
sioners. 

Witness  had  not  had  much  to  do  with  Congested 
Districts  Board  ; the  Belclare  division  was  the  only 
congested  area  in  his  paush,  and  all  the  Board  had 

ih  2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


EAGLETON,  Rev.  MARK — continued. 

done  for  him  was  to  migrate  five  or  six  parishioners 
to  a neighbouring  parish  ; these  men  were  unwilling 
to  go  but  were  persuaded  by  witness  and  his  co- 
operator,  56349,  56363. — This  would  be  the  attitude 
of  priests  generally,  56350. — The  migrants  were  suc- 
ceeding well,  56351. — Their  holdings  had  been  arranged 
for  by  Board,  56351. — Witness  thought  they  made  no 
complaints  of  the  annuities,  56353. — Witness  had  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  Estates  Commissioners’  work  ; 
they  had  done  wonders  in  his  parish  ; the  first  estate 
purchased  in  Ireland  under  the  Act  of  1903  was  the 
Bodkin  Estate  of  Abohill,  in  witness’  parish  (not  the 
Bodkin  Estate  of  Kilelooney),  56353. — Most  of  wit- 
ness's parishioners  were  now  annuitants,  56354. — ‘The 
result  of  tenants  becoming  owners  was  increased  in- 
dustry enterprise  and  improvement,  56355. 

Industries  stimulated  by  Estates  Commissioners. 

Extraordinary  industry  had  been  shown  on  the 
Smith  Estate  in  witness’s  parish  which  Estates  Com- 
missioners bought  on  satisfactory  terms  ; it  comprised 
1.700  acres,  1,200  of  them  rich  grass  lands,  farmed 
by  the  landlords ; land  was  given  to  all  the  tenants 
with  uneconomic  holdings  and  to  sons  of  tenants  on 
neighbouring  estates,  where  the  people  were  very  poor, 
and  to  tenants  from  other  parishes;  roads  were  made 
and  loans  given  to  tenants;  walls  and  fences  were 
quickly  raised  ; people  from  neighbouring  estates  who 
received  land  earned  Zs.  to  4s.  bd.  per  day  with  their 
carts  as  well  as  working  on  their  own  farms  morning 
and  evening,  56356-7,  56358. — Estates  Commissioners 
were  worthy  of  all  praise,  56357a,  56362. — In  some 
instances  they  made  grants  of  £30  to  £50  for  improve- 
ments on  new  holdings,  56358. — Their  policy  was  to 
stimulate  the  people  themselves  to  carry  out  improve- 
ments by  giving  them  small  assistance  and  in  every 
case  the  people  responded,  56359-61. 

Sales  under  Ashbourne  Act. 

Sales  effected  under  Ashbourne  Act  in  various 
places  where  witness  had  been  averaged  13  to  18 
. years’  purchase ; on  Bodkin  Estate  the  first  term 
rental  was  about  18  or  19  years’  purchase,  and  on 
Smith  Estate,  where  there  was  an  exceptionally  good 
landlord,  20  years’ ; on  other  estates,  even  in  witness’s 
parish,  landlords  expected  too  much,  and  compulsion 
should  be  applied,  56364. — In  sales  under  Ashbourne 
Act  landlords  were  paid  in  stock,  not  in  cash,  so 
that  comparison  with  sales  on  another  basis  was  diffi- 
cult, 56365-9t 

*■'  Net  Rent  and  Compulsory  Sales. 

The  net  rent  was  really  too  much  for  landlords 
to  expect,  because  grass  lands  were  depreciating  ; rent 
of  one  farm  in  witness's  parish  had  fallen  in  twenty- 
five  years  from  £800  to  £400 ; on  other  property  land 
was  let  at  £1  10s.  per  acre,  which  twenty  years  before 
fetched  £2  15s,  per  acre ; another  rent  had  fallen  in 
thirty  years  from  £150  to  £45,  56369. 


CURRAN,  Rev.  JAMES. 


Change  in  Scheduling  Regulations  Needed. 

All  congested  districts  in  Connaught  should  be 
scheduled  where  the  valuation  of  tenants  demanded 
it  irrespective  of  the  valuation  of  grazing  farms  and 
demesnes,  56370,  56388. — In  Abbey  Parish  there  were 
300  families  of  £5  valuation  and  under,  and  100 
families  at  about  £8  valuation,  and  50  families  over 
£10  valuation;  the  parish  contained  12,000  acres  of 
grass  land;  Congested  Districts  Board  had  bought 
the  Cooloo  and  Tighe  Estates,  and  done  good  work 
distributing  lands  and  enlarging  all  holdings  on  the 
estate  except  one  of  thirty  acres;  but  two  small 
estates  near  contained  holdings  whose  average  valua- 
tion was  £2,  but  which  had  not  been  scheduled ; the 
village  of  Feagh  contained  fifty-two  houses,  where 
all  the  families  but  one  were  under  £5,  while  west  of 
them  was  a farm  of  700  acres,  farmed  by  a man  who 
lived  on  the  produce  of  Leinster,  and  east  of  them 
was  1,100  acres  of  grazing;  of  the  nine  townlands  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Abbey  East  seven  had  no 
population,  and  the  other  two  were  crowded,  but 


CURRAN,  Rev.  JAMES — continued. 

were  not  scheduled  because  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
4,000  acres  of  grazing  land,  though  forty-six  of  the 
tenants  had  less  than  £5  valuation,  and  onlv  one, 
much  as  £10,  56370-1. — Two  landlords  had  expressed 
their  willingness  to  sell  to  Board,  but-  one  had  died 
and  his  successor  was  in  an  asylum,  56372-3.  —Both, 
Board  and  Estates  Commissioners  had  been  an 
proached  regarding  purchase  of  the  12,000  acres  of 
grazing  land,  56373.— Local  industries  had  been  es- 
tablished in  Abbey,  though  both  Congested  Districts 
Board  and  Department  of  Agriculture  had  refused! 
help,  saying  they  had  no  money,  56373,  56382 


Factories  Established  in  Abbey. 

There  was  a small  woollen  factory  not  in  a con- 
gested area,  56374-5. — At  a timber  factory  or  saw- 
mills, started  early  in  1907,  egg-boxes,  gates,  carts 
fences,  and  palings  for  cattle  were  made,  56375.— 
There  was  plenty  of  timber;  Congested  Districts 
Board  sold  timber  on  Cooloo  Estate,  the  transport  of 
which  to  Galway  cost  12s.  6 d.  per  ton,  and  the  return 
transport  would  be  the  6ame;  the  factory  would  be 
easily  worked  if  the  timber  oould  be  obtained  locally 
56376,  56379,  56381. — There  were  plenty  of  woods  in 
the  district  in  the  hands  of  landlords,  56377-8. Land- 

lords cut  down  all  timber  when  they  intended  to  sell 
their  estates;  rye  grass  now  grew  where  there  were 
once  plantations;  clay  was  put  over  the  roots  of  the 
trees,  which  were  then  burned,  56393-4. — The  saw- 
mills were  worked  by  steam,  and  doing  well,  56382-3. 
—A  com  factory  to  grind  oats  had  been  established 
eight  years,  and  was  doing  splendidly ; another  was 
being  started,  56383-5.— These  industries  had  been 
established  about  six  miles  south  of  Tuam,  56392.— 
Some  landlords  were  applying  to  both  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  Congested  Districts  Board  to  buy  their 
lands;  both  bodies  should  send  inspectors,  and  where 
there  were  facilities  for  local  industries  Board  should 
take  them  up;  Estates  Commissioners  should  attend 
to  land  purchase;  Agricultural  Department’s  teach- 
ing should  also  have  regard  to  local  conditions;  it 
was  useless  to  teach  dairying  whelre  sanitary  con- 
ditions were  very  bad;  in  such  conditions  Board 
might  give  loans  for  improvements,  56391. — There 

was  no  Parish  Committee  established  in  Abbey, 
though  one  had  been  formed  to  get  a grant  from  De- 
partment; witness’s  remarks  regarding  Abbey  applied 
to  other  poor  districts  all  over  the  union,  56391a. 


STUART,  Mr.  W.  H. 

.See  also  p.  151. 

Position  of  "Witness. 

Witness  was  Estates  Commissioners’  Chief  Land 
Inspector  for  Connaught,  56405-7. 

Corrections  of  Statements  Regarding  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Evidence  given  to  present  Commission  concerning 
Corny n 'e  Estate  was  incorrect ; the  facts  were  that 
prior  to  the  Act  of  1903  that  estate  was  offered  to 
Land  Commission,  who  refused  to  buy  it;  after  the 
Act  of  1903  was  passed.  Estates  Commissioners  were 
asked  to  inspect  the  estate  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  tenants  giving  eighteen  years’  purchase;  witness 
made  a preliminary  inspection,  and  found  the  estate- 
so  bad  that  at  his  request  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves went  to  look  at  it;  witness  saw  most  of  the 
tenants,  many  of  whom  said  they  never  offered! 
eighteen  years’  purchase,  whi-ie  others  stated  they 
had  been  coerced  into  doing  so;  Estates  Commis- 
sioners refused  to  make  an  offer  for  the  estate,  56395- 
7. — Witness  thought  the  tenants  did  not  know  what 
zones  were;  it  was  necessary  to  employ  an  inter- 
preter to  speak  to  them,  56398-400.— Untrue  state- 
ments had  been  made  almost  everywhere  where  this 
Commission  had  taken  evidence,  56400,  56403.  At 
Castlebar  a witness  stated  that  on  Clanmorris  Estate 
the  Estates  Commissioners  had  not  expended  a shil- 
ling on  improvements;  Estates  Commissioners  haa 
so  fair  laid  out  £2,713,  of  which  £2,705  were  a free 
grant,  56400. — There  was  no  considerable  congestion 
on  Clanmorris  Estate ; it  was  on  what  was  called 
the  plains  of  Mayo,  56419-20.— An  official  of  Congested 
Districts  Board  (Mr.  Doran)  had  stated  that  Estates 
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Commissioners  never  re-arranged  holdings  nor  striped 
land  nor  migrated  tenants,  and  that  they  sold  bogs 
without  striping  them ; this  statement  was  entirely 
wrong,  and  witness  had  himself  subsequently  given 
the  facts  in  his  evidence,  56400-3. 


Grafts  or  Laud  to  Sons  op  Tenants. 

Estates  Commissioners  could  give  holdings  to  sons 
of  tenants  on  their  estates  but  net  to  sons  of  tenants 
on  adjoining  estates,  56408-10. — There  was  consider- 
able demand  for  holdings  for  6ons  of  tenants,  56411. 
— It  was  not  advisable  to  give  land  to  all  tenants’ 
sons  applying,  but  in  some  cases  by  making  such 
grants  it  was  rendered  easier  for  migrants  to  come 
in,  56412. — Heads  of  families  should  however  be 
given  the  priority,  and  where  there  was  local  objec- 
tion to  migrants  it  was  better  to  have  police  to  en- 
force the  arrangements  regarding  these  migrants 
rather  than  give  a lot  of  land  awajT  to  sons  of 
tenants,  56413-7. — Police  had  been  thus  used  in 
County  Galway,  where  the  people  had  since  admitted 
that  the  Estates  Commissioners  were  in  the  right, 
56417-8. 


CALLANAN,  Rev.  J.  P. 

Objections  to  Board’s  Proceedings  in  East 
Galway. 

Witness  was  Parish  Priest  of  united  parishes  of 
Killimoire  and  Tierenascragh,  about  ten  miles  from 
Loughrea  and  five  from  the  Shannon,  neaT  Portumna, 
and  between  the  Clanricarde  and  Pollock  Estates, 
56421-2,  56607. — He  had  beesn  Parish  Priest  there 
eight  years,  56423,  56583. — Statements  regarding 
these  parishes  applied  in  great  measure  to  most  other 
estates  in  East  Galway;  all  had  rich  grazing  lands 
side  by  side  with  uneconomic  holdings,  and  on  all 
there  were  sensible  practical  farmers  fighting  their 
way  against  grasping  landlords  and-  greedy  graziers ; 
witness  had  had  some  experience  of  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  and  of  the  Estaies  Commissioners  and  of 
Agricultural  Department ; Congested  Districts  Board 
had  dome  excellent  work  elsewhere,  but  in  this  locality 
had  failed,  and  there  was  a strong  opinion  against 
them,  56423,  56500-1. — Congested  Districts  Board 
paid  too  much  for  land,  and  so  had  to  set  annuities 
ruinous  alike  to  individuals  and  ratepayers,  and  they 
also  held  monster  grazing  tracts  for  years  without 
dividing  them  ; Congested  Districts  Board’s  Report  for 
1906  showed  they  gave  £22,945,  or  thirty-five  and  a 
half  years’  purchase,  for  land  valued  at  £646,  while 
on  adjoining  land  Estates  Commissioners,  about  the 
same  time,  purchased  a valuable  farm  for  twenty-six 
and  a half  years’  purchase ; Estates  Commissioners 
had  settled  tenants  on  their  farm,  but  after  four 
years  there  was  no  sign  of  Board's  dividing  the 
Kenny  Estate;  in  the  same  report  Board  set  down 
£5,714  for  “improvements  and  other  expenses,” 
though  to  witness’s  knowledge  not-  more  than  £10  had 
been  spent  on  improvements,  and  though  they  fanned 
most  of  the  land  themselves,  setting  con-acre  at  a 
high  price  and  taking  in  graziers  at  a. higher  price 
than  was  charged  across  the  road  their  receipts  were 
only  £5,163,  or  £600  loss;  if  Board  thus  incurred  loss 
how  could  a family  support  itself  and  pay  its  out- 
goings ? ; only  those  who  had  nothing  to  lose  would 
be  likely  to  take  this  land  at  thirty-five  years’  pur- 
chase of  the  poor  law  valuation,  and  they  would  pro- 
bably not  be  able  to  meet  their  engagements,  so  that 
the  ratepayers  would  have  to  bear  the  loss,  56424, 
56505,  56514-6,  56528-9,  56531-8.— This  was  Dr. 
Kenny’s  Estate,  56530. — About  four  years  ago  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  bought  the  Blake  Estate  at 
Benmore  over  the  heads  of  the  tenants,  and  at  three 
years’  purchase  over  that  offered  by  tenants;  it  had 
only  recently  been  divided  after  local  agitation; 
Estates  Commissioners  bought  the  O’Farrell  Estate  at 
Doon,  divided  it,  and  built  houses  on  it  in  the  space 
of  nine  months  ; work  done  on  O’Farrell  Estate  was 
superior  to  that  done  on  Blake  Estate;  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  charged  Pat  Wade  £23  for  a 
holding  containing  only  three  or  four  acres  fit  for 
tillage;  Board  promised  to  open  main  drains  and 
make  a bog  road,  but  abandoned  the  works,  so  that 
the  lands  became  water-logged ; some  of  the  Benmore 
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annuitants  would  have  to  pay  35.?.  to  40s.  an  acre, 
including  annuity,  rates,  etc.,  a figure  for  which  no 
land  in  that  locality  could  pay  whilst  enabling  the 
tenant  to  live  decently,  56424,  56539. — On  Benmore 
Estate  there  had  been  difficulty  regarding  introduc- 
tion of  migrants  from  Mayo  before  local  wants  were 
satisfied,  and  witness  believed  this  was  why  no  other 
land  in  that  locality  had  been  divided  by  Board, 
56555-7.— If  local  wants  were  first  attended  to  mi- 
grants would  be  welcomed,  56557. — On  estates  where 
there  had  been  no  trouble  land  was  still  undivided, 
56558—  Board  explained  delay  in  distributing  land 
by  saying  they  had  to  wait  till  lands  were  vested  in 
them,  but  Estates  Commissioners  bought  land,  and 
in  a couple  of  months  had  houses  built  and  tenants 
settled  before  the  land  was  vested  in  Commissioners ; 
this  was  puzzling  to  laymen,  and  the  priests  found 
it  difficult  to  restrain  the  people  from  driving,  56592- 
7. — At  Slateford  Board  had  acquired  land  about  four 
years  ago  and  built  houses  two  years  ago,  but  the 
annuities  were  so  high  that  the  houses  were  still 
vacant  and  the  land  let  to  graziers ; in  view  of  the 
high  annuities  measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
amalgamation  of  holdings  or  a Jewish  type  of  land- 
lords would  be  introduced,  56424. — Witness  would  be 
slow  to  think  Board  had  to  pay  especially  high  prices 
in  East  Galway,  56502. — He  would  be  interested  to 
leam  that,  excluding  prices  in  that  neighbourhood, 
Board  had  bought  cheaper  than  Estates  Commis- 
sioners all  over  the  country,  56503. — He  believed  that 
if  there  had  been  no  Estates  Commissioners  Board 
could  have  bought  as  cheaply  in  this  district  as  else- 
where, 56504. — Witness  thought  the  dearest  price 
paid  by  Estates  Commissioners  for  laud  in  Clonfert 
was  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  years’  purchase,  and 
thought-  that  was  too  much.  56506-7. — Under  present 
circumstances  the  chances  of  the  market  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  price,  56508.— Estates  Commissioners 
had  bought  a great  deal  of  land  in  Galway,  and  the 
price  had  risen ; this  was  the  objection  to  having  two 
bodies  working  side  by  side,  56509-10,  56526. — With 
compulsory  powers  Board  could  buy  land  cheaper, 
even  -if  Estates  Commissioners  continued  their  work, 
56512-3. — Witness  had  not  been  aware  that  Congested 
Districts  Board  were  not  limited  as  to  the  amount  of 
loss  they  could  incur  on  a particular  estate,  and  had 
supposed  that  if  Board  laid  out  a large  amount  on 
an  estate  they  must  charge  a proportionately  high 
annuity,  56515-7. — If  Board  had  been  forced  ito  buy 
tlie  Benmore  Estate  at  a high  figure  because  the  owner 
made  this  a condition  of  selling  a very  congested 
estate  he  possessed  in  Mayo  the  Board  should  use  its 
power  to  lower  the  annuities  on  the  poor  people, 
56518-9. — A pound  or  two  added  to  the  ajmuity  made 
a great  difference  to  small  holders,  56520. — Instalments 
should  not  be  weighed  down  with  heavy  charges  for 
houses,  56524-5,  56539. — Board  built  houses  for  ten- 
ants and  employed  men  at  2.?.  and  2.?.  6 d.  a day;  in' 
one  instance  a boy  received  2s.  a day  for  driving  a 
horse  and  cart  belonging  to  Board  ; a farmer  would 
not  have  given  him  so  much  ; when  possible  tenants 
should  be  brought  to  the  land  and  should  help  to 
build  their  own  houses  to  save  expense,  56539,  56570, 
56580-1. — Under  such  a.n  arrangement  tenants  t-ook 
greater  interest  in  the  houses  and  emnloyed  their  own 
labour,  and  acted  as  a kind  of  clerk  of  the  works; 
the  cost  of  the  house  would  thus  be  kept  as  low  as 
possible,  and  the  building  of  it  would  be  a lesson  in 
industry  to  the  occupier,  56571-2. — Some  houses  in 
witness’s  parish  had  been  built  thus  more  cheaply 
than  by  a builder,  56574. — Tenants  were  more  likely 
to  be  satisfied  with  houses  built  by  themselves,  56575- 
6. — In  some  cases  Congested  Districts  Board  had' 
built  houses  for  sons  of  tenants;  it  had  been  com- 
plained that  they  refused  to  build  one  for  Wade, 
56577-8. — Witness  himself  did  not  believe  they  had 
refused  to  build  a house  for  Wade  out  of  vindictive- 
ness and  because  he  was  secretary  of  the  United  Irish 
League,  though  that  had  been  suggested ; he  thought. 
Board  might,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  have  settled 
Wade’s  case  when  they  settled  others,  56598-603. — 
Mr.  Doran  stated  in  his  evidence  that  the  amount 
naid  to  engineers  and  surveyors,  etc.,  was  charged 
bv  Congested  Districts  Board  to  the  cost  of  each 
estate,  56461,  56531,  56540,  56542-3,  56545.— Witness 
had  thought  these  expenses  would  come  from  some 
other  fund,  56541. — He  was  glad  to  hear  that  these 
charges  were  placed  against  an  estate  merely  to  show 
its  cost,  and  were  not  necessarily  all  taken  out  of 
the  annuities,  56544. — In  one  instance  where  Board 
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divided  holdings  there  were  237  holdings  with  scarcely 
two  or  three  acres  of  tillage  each  and  forty  or  fifty 
acres  of  other  land ; four  men  bought  land  that  only 
strong  cattle  and  nothing  else  could  make  a living 
out  of,  56604-5. 

Danger,  of  Mortgaging  Holdings. 

In  one  or  two  cases  witness  had  written  to  Estates 
Commissioners  to  restrain  a tenant  from  getting  a 
loan  through  a moMgage;  the  lender  was  an  auc- 
tioneer in  Ballinasloe,  who  was  advancing  money  to 
tenants  in  witness’s  parish  with  the  object  cf  acquir- 
ing their  freeholds,  56425-9.  56437. — The  auctioneer 
got  the  country  people  into  his  books  in  various  ways, 
56427,  56437. — People  raised  money  on  their  hold- 
ings while  they  were  still  paying  annuities  to  Govern- 
ment; witness  did  not  know  if  this  was  legal,  56425, 
-56430,  56432,  56437. — Witness  believed  the  money 
was  advanced  on  the  security  of  the  holding,  56431. — 
Witness  knew  of  no  case  in  which  the  lender  had 
actually  foreclosed  on  a holding,  but  the  Ballinasloe 
auctioneer  had  got  possession  of  farmers’  holdings 
seven  miles  from  Loughrea,  and  had  cattle  grazing 
on  them,  56433,  56435. — The  farmers  were  still  there 
acting  as  the  money-lender’s  caretakers,  56436-7.— 
Land  should  be  given  only  to  those  who  could  be  shown 
f.  b«  ^serving  of  it,  and  when  a tenant  could  not  meet 
his  liabilities  his  holding  should  be  sold,  and  he 
should  give  place  to  a proper  tenant,  instead  of  bor- 
rowing money,  and  giving  the  lender  a chance  to 
become  landlord  of  the  whole  countryside,  56438-41 
—A  tenant’s  power  of  mortgage  should  be  limited  to 
. a f ' m barely  sufficient  to  start  the  farm,  56442-52, 
56454,  56460.— He  should  be  allowed  to  mortgage  to 
that  extent  because  he  had  no  other  means  of  raising 
money,  56450-1. — If  Board  of  Works  could  advance 
money  at  low  interest,  to  be  added  to  the  an- 
nuity  and  not  charged  on  the  farm,  tenants  would 
still  probably  go  to  the  money-lender,  if  possible  in 
order  to  avoid  the  formalities  required  in  borrowing 
£OIIL®°a'rd  of  Works,  56453. — Borrowing  from  Board 
ot  Works  on  tenant’s  personal  security  would  bo  an 
■ ^ause  it  would  leave  the  holding  intact, 

06405.  Something  like  an  agricultural  bank  would 
be  a good  thing,  56456-7.— Applicants  frr  grass  land 
should  not  receive  land  unices  they  had  some  capital 
SJ ive  m a d*""*  ,°f  success  in  cultivating  it, 

66b47;— The  capital  might  be  provided  by  Congested 
Districts  Board,  but  this  should  be  done  only  £the 

■-56628°n  CT?gefc  7 CaS^  -of  sons  of  tenants, 
06628-9.-—If  Estates  Commissioners  had  public 

iT^fnT-a?ftheir  dl9P°sal  for  this  purpose  it  might  be 
rfUcLlmen  re^‘Ted  money  increase  their  stock 
not  ^ruy,Tuln  U ^gthened,  but  witness  did 
-not  say  Estates  Commissioners  should  do  this  for 
sons  of  tenants,  56630-2.  tms  lor 

Overlapping  of  Estates  Commissioners  with  Con- 
Land0  DrsTRICTS  Board— Effect  on  Price  of 

It  was  extraordinary  that  two  rival  Boards  should 
be  buying  up  land;  the  system  was  to  the  landlords’ 
Rain,  and  this  was  why  landlords  and  agents  wera 
so  generally  in  favour  of  Congested  Districts  Board; 
t ho  future  of  Ireland  depended  on  securing  land  at 
Us  fan-  value  and  on  its  proper  distribution  among 
deseiving  people;  Congested  Districts  Board  should 
go  in  foi  large  tracts  at  reasonable  prices,  and  migrate 
shSrirat,7  jSolated  but  Sere 

m<>  Board  should 

look  after  the  very  congested  areas  of  the  West 
where  some  spoon-feeding  was  needed,  and  Estates 

SSSPttt-!"  aJ1-°lafe  the  lands  they  required 
without  interfering  with  their  present  e valient 

Scfc  * J08?  *2*  to  Se  p^f  dTs- 

-mimn di  i1?11  **7  wan+ed  untenanted  land  for 

toes  to  tenants,  but.  public  o^inton  ittedTui?  ' 
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then  he  approached  Estates  Commissioners  and 
ing  to  get  enough  money  from  them  went  to  Bntli 
who  gave  him  thirty-five  years’  purchase,  56462 St 

Landlords’  Net  Incomes. 

Landlords  had  no  right  to  their  net  incomes  at  31™. 
cent,  security,  because  land  security  was 
SMM  Witness  agreed.  -to  the  principle  TsecuSg 
a landlord  Jus  average  income  calculated  over  a nurrf 
her  of  preceding  yeans,  .56465.— In  carrying  out' " 
great  State  policy  no  person  should  bo  subflefed  to 
loss;  tile  interests  of  the  greater  number  should  £ 
looked  to,  56466-7. — But  if  injuries  were  to  £ Tj» 
o-n  one  side  witness  saw  no  reason  why  the  enff pJ! 
should  be  the  State;  tlie  State  should  give  a bonus  to 
meet  the  loss,  and  if  some  people  here  and  there  l,o,i 
suffered  the  State  had  donefairly  well;  al5v£ 
passing  the  Land  Laws  the  State  had  lowered  tfe 
landlords  rents  30  to  35  per  cent.,  and  some  further 
“]™7,  toJhem  regarding  purchfise  couldi  not  bo 
avoided,  56468,  56559-60.— The  landlord  was  not 
actually  injured  by  the  law;  the  reductions  in  his 
income  were  legitimate,  56479-80.— The  landlord  who 
had  an  occupation  interest  in  a holding  .as  well  as 
that  of  ownership  must  either  set  it  to  graziers  or 
farm  it  himself ; not  long  ago  there  were  many  well- 
to-do  graziers  in  county  Galway,  all  of  whom  had 
since  been  broken  down  through  farming;  if  land 
lords  now  farmed  the  land  they  would  risk  severe 
loss,  and  letting  to  graziers  was  no  longer  very  profit- 
able;  thus  a landlord’s  occupation  interest  was  now 
of  little  value,  56561-2,  66565,  56569.— Ammitts  for 
tenanted  land  should  be  somewhat  higher  than  those 
for  untenanted,  56563-4.— Untenanted  land  should  be 
valued  independently  of  the  income  derived  from  it, 
which  was  no  standard  where  there  were  competitive 
rents,  56566.— The  value  should  be  fixed  on  a basis 
somewhat  lower  than  fair  rents  under  the  rent-fixing 
Acts,  56568-8A.— Duriiig  the  eight  years  in  which  wit- 
ness had  known  East  Galway  the  rents  of  the  smaller 
grazing  tracts  had  been  kept  up  by  competition,  but 
tie  thought  these  of  larger  grazing  tracts  had  gono 
56582-5.— On  the  Ballydonelan  Estate  rents 
had  fallen  from  27s.  and  28s.  per  acre  to  £1  and 
less;  this  estate  was  distributed  to  tenants  at  25s. 
and  35s.  6d.  per  acre,  56586— If  the  grazing  lands 
were  divided  and  distributed  to  tenants  the  latter 
could i sell  their  interest  at  a considerable  number  of 
years  purchase,  56587-9. — Their  interest  would  be 
rather  more  than  tha  landlord’s,  and  it  would  be  fair 
to  charge  them  something  more  than  the  landlord’s 
interest  on  their  annuities,  56590-1. 

Claimants  to  Land  for  Distribution. 

The  distribution  of  land  should  not  be  limited  to 
deserving  people  occupying  uneconomic  holdings,  as 
RftnTrTi W t if  no  holdings  were  perfectly  deserving, 
oo470-l.—In  East  Galway  there  were  large  grazing 
tracts  with  uneconomic  holdings  on  their  benders,  and 
it  would  be  a great  hardship  if  whole  colonies  from 
a distance  were  settled  there  at  expense  of  local  con- 
gests, 56472. — Heads  of  families  on  uneconomic  hold- 
mgs  m the  district  where  -land  was  bought  for  the 
«*}"  of  congestion  had  the  first  claim  on  that  land, 
564-73,  56497. — Heads  of  families  on  holdings  at  a 
distance  had  the  next  claim,  but  in  introducing  them 
the  claims  of  the  sons  of  local  tenants  should  be  taken 
into  consideration,  as  otherwise  the  migrants  would 
*“*£•  *rom  the  discontent  about  them,  56474-8, 
564^-90,  56547,  56615,  56619-22.— The  people  re»g- 
msed  that  Congested  Districts  Board  in  distributing 
hrst  to  deal  with  the  relief  of  congestion, 
56549-51  — The  general  opinion  was  that  Board 
Douglit  land  chiefly  for  outsiders,  and  consequently 
would  not  look  after  wants  of  local  people,  while  it 
was  known  that  where  Estates  Commissioners  bought 
would  he  looked  after  first, 

, j , 5°552. — They  knew  that  Estates  Commissioners 
had  power  to  give  land  to  sons  of  tenants,  and  they 
therefore  associated  Estates  Commissioners  rather 
than  Board  with  distribution  of  land  in  that  direc- 
;L0,\  ,"“3-4. — Men  at  a distance  in  the  same  county 
snoula  not  necessarily  be  given  preference  over  men 
in  the  same  county;  the  essential  was  that  people  in 
he  neighbourhood  where  land  was  purchased  should 
he  relieved  before  migrants  were  introduced,  56610- 
\xr  * . t ' rf  was  no*  *n  congested  counties  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  enough  land  to  end  congestion  the 
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purchase  by  Board  of  'large  tracts  in  Westmeath  and 
Roscommon  and  the  migration  to  them  of  large 
colonies  would  be  better  than  the  migration  of  a few 
families,  56616,  56461. — If  local  congests  were  first 
relieved  migrants  would  be  welcomed,  56617-8. — There 
was  a great  deal  of  good  land  in  the  district  about 
Loughrea,  56481. — In  Portumna  Union  there  were 
21,000  acres  of  urutenanted  land ; 302  tenants  were 
under  £5  valuation,  323  under  £10,  and  421  under 
£20;  when  these  and  deserving  sons  of  tenants  were 
supplied  there  would  still  be  a good  margin  of  land 
left  for  migration  purposes,  as  the  union’s  population 
was  only  9,054,  56482,  56609. — The  population  of 
Portumna  Union  in  1841  was  30,836 ; the  Pollock  and 
Clanrioarde  clearances  partly  accounted  for  the  de- 
cline, and  many  of  the  evicted  tenants  were  still 
waiting  a chance  to  return  home,  56609,  56495-6. — 
Both  the  country  and  the  town  would  be  benefited  if 
this  umtenanted  land  in  Clonfert  diocese  were  let  to 
occupiers  of  reasonably-sized  holdings,  56483-5. — 
About  10,000  acres  of  this  land  might  be  employed 
in  relieving  congestion  in  the  far  west  of  Galway, 
56488,  56495,  56498. — Alongside  every  grazing  tract 
there  was  a congested  area,  which  should  be  dealt 
with  before  migrants  were  introduced;  on  edge  of 
Kenny  Estate,  in  parish  of  Killimore  and  Tierenas- 
cragh,  there  were  about  twenty  families,  with  average 
of  about  £6  valuation,  and  some  as  little  as  £1  or 
£2  valuation ; there  were  ten  or  twelve  men  with  no 
land  who  had  saved  something  from  cattle-dealing 
and  grazing  and  from  their  earnings  by  working  hard 
in  the  hope  of  eventually  acquiring  a holding  in  the 
locality ; since  Board  acquired  the  estaite  one  tenant 
had  emigrated,  and  was  saving  money  in  New  York 
in  the  hope  of  returning  when  distribution  was  made ; 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  no  business  in  this 
locality,  but  being  there  should  provide  for  local 
needs. 

Clanricarde,  Ashtown,  and  other  Estates. 

The  Claav'ricarde  sore  would  be  healed  if  Estates 
Commissioners  purchased  Clanricarde  and  Pollock 
Estates ; in  these  cases  and  in  these  of  Ashtown,  Clon- 
brock,  Colonel  Nolan,  and  others,  compulsion  might 
be  necessary,  and  if  so  should  be  applied ; in  the  first 
week  of  September,  1907,  Lord  Ashtown  summoned 
all  his  tenants  to  his  hall-door  only  to  trifle  with 
them  and  threaten  them,  while  absolutely  refusing 
to  sell,  56607. 


Compulsory  Purchase. 

Unless  compulsory  powers  were  obtained  the  pre- 
sent Commission  would  fail  of  its  object,  because 
most  landlords  would  refuse  to  sell  or  would  hold 
out  for  the  last  shilling ; as  ratepayers  were  inter- 
ested almost  directly  in  sales  there  should  be  no 
P*1™*©  bargains  between  landlords  and  tenants,  as 
the  latter,  in  their  eagerness  to  get  land,  would  make 
unfavourable  terms,  56609,  56623.— The  County 
Council  might  be  consulted  regarding  sales,  as  they 
were  in  a sense  ■responsible  for  bargains  made,  56624- 
“•~®states  Commissioners  had  as  a rule  enlarged 
holdings,  but  they  divided  two  farms  of  200  acres 
each  among  existing  holdings,  and  in  two  cases  gave 
land  to  sons  of  tenants  whose  families  got  no  increase 
of  land,  and  in  one  case  they  gave  land  to  an  evicted 
tenant,  56491. — This  was  on  Colonel  Bailey’s  Estate, 
where  the  land  was  needed  to  make  the  holdings  eco- 
nomic, 56492-3. — Witness  knew  of  instances  where 
tenants  sons  received  holdings,  but  he  did  not  know 
wy5 j Yas  from  Estates  Commissioners  or  Con- 
geeted  Districts  Board ; the  only  work  of  which  he 
Had  definite  knowledge  was  that  on  the  Doon  Estate, 
where  Estates  Commissioners  migrated  men  from 
■adjacent  village®  and  put  them  on  the  good  land  and 
amalgamated  the  vacant  holdings,  56494. 


Agricultural  Department. 

Agricultural  Department’s  operations  should  fo 
low  not  precede  those  of  Congested  Districts  Board 
department  s work  might  be  useful  and  even  essenti: 
^’gration,  especially  those  from  bad  - 
fV  . “?**»  Department  had  been  viewed  with  su 
LCi°w-fr,S1  ^rs't’  add  the  unpopularity  of  tl 
it  lVl^PresidMt  did  dot  tend  to  remove  the  dii 
dddst;  better  things  were  now  hoped  for,  56609. 


Needs  op  Loughrea  Rural  District. 

Witness  was  a member  of  Loughrea  Rural  District' 
Council  and  also  of  the  County  Council,  56633. — In 
the  rural  district  there  were  10,000  to  12,000  acres 
of  untenanted  land;  Estates  Commissioners  had  to 
give  too  much  for  untenanted  land,  56634-5. — The 
land  hunger  in  the  Wept  of  Ireland  had  caused 
people  to  take  too  little  heed  of  the  price  they  gave 
for  farms,  and  the  result  would  probably  give  the 
Government  more  trouble  than  they  anticipated,  56635. 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

If  Estates  Commissioners  were  to  acquire  the  graz- 
ing tracts  within  reasonable  time  it  would  probably 
be  through  compulsion ; men  like  Clanricarde  and 
Ashtown  and  Clonbrock  would  not  give  in  easily; 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  this  union  could  be 
utilised  fete  le- afforestation ; drainage  was  urgently 
needed,  as  the  rivers  flooded  the  low-lying  lands  and 
destroyed  crops;  there  was  sufficient  fall  to  make 
drainage  easy,  56635-9. — The  drainage  should  be 
direct,  not  by  curves,  and  it  should  be  into  the  sea. 
on  one  side  and  the  Shannon  on  the  other,  56640.— 
These  large  tracts  should  be  in  hands  of  Estates 
Commissioners,  56641. — They  should  be  drained  by 
the  State,  56642-3. — The  untenanted  land  did  not 
need  drainage,  56646. — In  Loughrea  Rural  District 
there  were  1,200  holdings  under  £10  valuation  which 
should  be  reclaimed  and  enlarged  by  Estates  Com- 
missioners ; some  of  the  tenants  and  their  sons  should 
be  transferred  to  untenanted  lands,  56648. 

Mr.  Wyndham’s  Promise  regarding  Uneconomic 
Holdings. 

Mr.  Wyndham  in  the  House  of  Commons  had  said 
he  would  plant  the  young  men  on  untenanted  land, 
leaving  the  old  men  on  the  uneconomic  holding®,  and. 
when  these  old  holders  died  off  their  holdings  should 
be  added  to  others  to  make  the  latter  economic;  this 
policy  had  not  been  put  in  practice ; the  present  Chief- 
Secretary  said  he  would  do  away  with  Lord  Clanri- 
earde’s  type,  but  he  had  not  abolished  him  yet,  56649. 

Twelve  Electoral  Divisions  that  should  be 
Scheduled. 

Twelve  electoral  divisions  in  and  about  Loughrea 
should  be  scheduled  as  congested  ; it  was  to  the  tenants 
there  and  their  sons  and  not  to  congests  from  Con- 
nemara that  the  land  should  be  given,  56650-5, 


MULLEN,  Mr.  JOHN. 


Congestion  in  Portumna. 

Witness  was  a member  of  Portumna  Rural  District 
Council;  the  divisions  of  Abbey ville  and  Cloosh  and 
Dirumnon  should  be  scheduled  congested ; in  Abbey- 
s'll0 there  were  twenty-three  tenants  valued  under 
£5,  while  in  Cloosh  there  were  forty-five,  and  in 
Drumnon  thirty-five  tenants  valued  under  £5, 
56656-8. 


TAYLOR,  Mr.  FRANK  M.  SHAWE. 


Witness  had  been  nominated  by  Irish  Landowners’ 
Convention  ; for  nearly  twenty  years  he  had  fanned 
all  classes  of  grazing  lands  in  County  Galway  for 
himself  and  others,  and  had  bought  large  numbers  of 
stock  on  commission  in  West  of  Ireland  annually  for 
customers  all  over  the  country  ; he  was  a land  .agent 
and  a tenant  farmer,  as  well  as  an  owner  in  fee  who 
farmed  his  own  lands,  and  a tenant  of  lands  pur- 
chased under  the  Ashbourne  Act ; an  annuity  was 
payable  on  the  latter,  56659. 

Lands  Suited  and  Unsuited  tor  S'db-division. 


There  was  a great  deal  of  deep  and  heavy  land  in 
County  Galway  valuable  for  grazing,  and  mutable 
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for  nothing  else;  if  it  were  sub-divided  and  tilled 
the  land  itself  would  be  ruined,  as  well  as  the  occu- 
pier; in  parts  of  Counties  Galway  and  Clare  there 
was  much  rocky  Land  very  valuable  for  w interage 
grazing,  but  not  suitable  for  sub-division  or  tillage ; 
there  was,  however,  plenty  of  dry  and  light  medium- 
class  land  in  the  West  of  Ireland  now  used-  for  graz- 
ing, which  would  be  equally  useful  if  billed ; there 
was  also  plenty  of  heathery  land  used  for  grazing, 
and  not  valuable  for  that  purpose,  but  which 
would  be  the  better  for  tilling  ; to  till  such  Land  both 
skill  and  capital  were  needed ; plenty  of  such  land 
could  probably  be  acquired  without  compulsion  if  a 
fair  price  were  given,  56659,  56730-3,  56799-800. — 
Probably  most  of  the  land  in  Meath  would  be  unsuit- 
able for  tillage,  56801-2. 


Divided  Lands  Unpbofitably  Treated. 

The  amount  of  Land  to  be  given  for  each  new  hold- 
ing must  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  each  case, 
56659. — Returns  of  lands  sub-divided  and  sold  should 
be  furnished  to  Estates  Commissioners,  and  should 
show  how  much  was  under  tillage  and  how  much 
under  meadow  (conacre  and  otherwise),  .and  how  much 
was  sub-let  for  grazing  purposes ; these  returns  would 
probably  show  the  new  holdings  were  not  being  profit- 
ably used,  56659. — It  was  not  profitable  to  have  much 
land  in  conacre  or  much  sub- let ; the  lands  were  not 
being  artificially  manured,  and  there  was  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  hay  in  the  country  for  which  there 
seemed  to  be  no  market ; witness  had  been  offered  hay 
at  £1  a ton,  -a  price  which  could  not  pay  the  pro- 
ducer, 56783,  56788. — On  the  whole  the  transfer  of 
land  led  to  a fall  in  the  price  of  hay,  .as  more  hav 
was  saved,  56785. — Witness  did  not  think  that  graz- 
ing land  had  been  allowed  to  depreciate  for  want  of 
manuring ; some  graziers  were  more  careful,  and  had 
the  thistles  and  ferns  cut-,  -and  the  landlord  probably 
manured  the  meadows.  56789.— There  had  been  no  sen- 
sible depreciation  in  grazing  land  in  the  ten  years 
before  1907,  56790-1.— On  the  Branagh  farm,  which 
in  1906  was  divided  among  the  tenants,  some  of  the 
land  had  been  sub-let  ; witness  thought  that  at  one 
time  a good  many  of  the  grazing  ranches  had  been 
cultivated,  56794-5. — There  were  signs  of  tillage  on 
many  of  them,  56798. 


Migration  Question. 

The  question  whether  the  introduction  of  migrants 
from  a distance  was  acceptable  depended  on  the 
locality;  at  -present  there  appeared  to  be  an  idea 
that  all  grass  lands  bought  were  to  be  divided  amongst 
the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  whether  the  holdings 
WtTL/j°-n?TI-1'?  or  n,ct  ’ genera%  migrants  from  con- 
gested districts  would  not  have  sufficient  agricultural 
knowledge  to  work  their  new- holdings  properly,  and 
attSq  Ttruction  and  financi.a-1  aid, 

■fW?'  t67^’  5680?:— 1 borne  men  would  learn  some- 
th X thl‘  W?Ik,ng  ,of  a pIouSh  “ two  or  three 
n thp  WOU  d supervisioir  twice  ^ long, 
whh  ?!  l0Ul'i  be  retained  b-7  a Public  body 

male  N 3®  Jnf1,,n  ^Ce  of  fche  improvements 
made  on  the  land  at  the  public  expense,  56736. 

Cattle  Trade  and  Sub-division. 

Under  the  existing  system  small  farmers  lent  one 
*,nd  reared  own  calvi  ; 
_ ,rs  also  brought  up  large  numbers  of  oalves  and 
yearlings  from  the  South  of  Ireland  to  the  West 
and  sold  them  at  the  local  fairs  and  markets  to  small 
farmers  who  kept  them  till  they  wo.re  abouf^t 

a ^ 

V57' —V h»  iattar  sold  the  cattle  a?  three- 
year-olds  to  Leinster  men  for  fattening,  or  to  the 
shipper  for  exportation  to  England  and  1 W1,™1  ™ 
W m West  «t  Ir.Ljad  » 

disappeared,  the  “shippers”  woffibe 
chasers,  and  these  exporters  wou£  onl,\Z7JUT' 
store  beasts  when  in  first-cla-s  condition-  not  on! 
man  in  a hundred  would  be  able  to  product  baits  ™ 


such  condition  unless  the  entire  farming  system  of 
the  West  were  changed,  so  that  farmers  could  fatten 
all  the  stock  they  reared,  and  this  would  be  Lm-pos 
sible,  as  it  meant  putting  a great  deal  of  land  under 
cultivation  which  was  not  feasible,  owing  to  0j 
labour  and  of  capital  to  import  labour  ; moreover  if 
the  farmers  depended  wholly  on  the  shippers  trade 
would  be  -good  only  when  there  was  -plenty  of  keep  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  otherwise  would  collapse 
altogether ; when  it  collapsed  store  cattle  would  be 
saleable  in  Ireland  only  at-  ruinous  prices,  and  the 
slump  in  prices  would  be  unprecedented  ; one  of  wit- 
ness’s employers  had  lost  five  grass  farms  since  the 
Act  of  1903,  and  witness  consequently  now  bought 
for  this  man  in  the  local  fairs  500  fewer 
store  cattle  per  annum  than  formerly ; while 
the  present  occupiers  of  those  farms  bought 
very  few,  56659,  56660,  56676-82,  56687-8 

56768-9.— If  cases  of  this  kind  multiplied  the 
value  of  store  cattle  must  depreciate,  and  the 
cattle  trade  of  Ireland  become  greatly  disorganised 
so  that  the  whole  country’s  prosperity  would  decline' 
56659. — On  these  five  farms  much  of  the  land  was 
now  under  conacre,  meadow,  and  much  was  sub-let 
56780.— The  land  now  carried  only  100  cattle  instead 
of  500  cattle,  as  well  as  some  sheep  ; some  of  it  was 
under  tillage ; it  carried  more  people  than  before, 
56781-2. — The  cattle  witness  bought-  for  these  farms 
were  two-year-olds  ; all  West  of  Ireland  farmers  with 
any  means  kept  cattle  till  they  were  two  years  old, 
as  they  then  had  the  best  market,  56662-5.— Witness 
sold  to  Leinster  men  or  shippers,  56666. — The  people 
among  whom  the  five  farms  were  divided  could  not 
buy  so  many  cattle  .as  witness  had  bought ; one  of 
these  men  with  twenty  or  -thirty  acres  would  have  his 
own  stock  of  cows  with  calves  and  -a  mare  with  a foal, 
as  well  as  some  sheep,  and  he  would  not  be  .able  to 
support  much  more  ; if  he  bought  anything  it  would 
be  yearlings,  56661,  56667-70,  56709,  56711.— If  these 
men  were  to  supply  the  place  of  .the  graziers  they 
would  have  to  keep  the  stock  till  they  were  three  yean 
old,  instead  of  selling  two-year-olds  -as  at  present, 
56670-1.— Moreover,  there  was  no  sale  for  three-year- 
old  cattle  at  local  fairs  in  small  lots,  56672-3,  56712. 
—If  cattle  were  fattened  in  Connemara  no  one  would 
buy  them  if  there  were  not  local  -graziers,  56761-2.— 
Buyers  would  not  come  from  Dublin  because  there 
was  plenty  of  good  beef  there,  56763. — Selling  two- 
year-olds  was  more  profitable  to  small  farmers  than 
selling  three-year-olds,  56674,  56708,  56713.— These 
small  men  had  not  the  capital  to  buy  two-year-olds, 
56707-8. — There  was  £3  or  £4  difference  between  the 
price  of  a two-year-old  and  a three-year-old,  56710.— 
These  remarks  referred  to  small  farmers  in  -County 
Galway,  56714. — Small  farmers  in  Clare  kept  their 
cattle  till  two  years  old ; the  best  two-year-old  cattle 
m Ireland  came  from  Clare,  56716-7.— Sc  far  the 
price  of  store  cattle  had  not  gone  down,  but  in  the 
first  three  weeks  of  the  present  month*  there 
seemed  signs  of  its  decline,  56683-4. — It  was 
bound  to  depreciate  if  shippers  became  the 
only  buyers,  56685,  56738.— The  effect  of  the 

disappearance  of  graziers  would  be  not  so 
much  against  the  large  farmers  as  against  the 
small  men,  who  were  compelled,  in  order  to  live,  to 
sell  their  cattle  as  two-year-olds,  56739-40,  56777- 
•ihe  number  of  cattle  was  not  likely  to  diminish 
under  the  new  system,  56754.— Leinster  men  only 
bought  young  store  oattle  at  one  period  of  the  year, 
00693.— For  the  pollying  trade  Leinster  men  bought 
m February,  March,  and  the  beginning  of  April 
trom  small  farmers  and  from  graziers ; the  cattle 
they  purchased  were  young  stores  in  forward  condi - 
tion ; these  were  brought  to  Leinster  and  dishorned, 
and  after  being  fed  for  the  summer  they  were  sold  in 
autumn  to  English  and  Scotch  feeders,  56695,-The 
cattle  would  be  two-and-a-half  years  old  in  Septem- 
ber, the  trade  only  lasted  a couple  of  months,  as 
dishorning  could  not  be  done  in  hot  weather,  56696.- 
■ thls  P°dymg  trade  might  continue  as  before,  even 
“ fFass  lands  were  divided,  56697,  56703-5.— Much 

0 the  grass  land  of  Meath  was  unsuited  for  the 
poiiymg  trade,  .and  only  fit  for  feeding  three-year-old 
beasts  .and  so  on,  56698—The  revival  of  tillage  to 
f'UJ  great  extent  would  be  not  merely  unprofitable, 
but  impossible  ; witness  was  tenant  of  a judicial  farm 
very  suitable  for  tillage,  and  had  for  years  improved 

1 by  a tillage  system,  but  did  no  find  it  profitable, 
•as  Labour  was  scarce  and  dear,  and  the  rent  had  been 
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raised  over  ten  per  cent,  for  the  second  statutory 
term,  probably  because  witness  was  an  improving 
tenant ; witness  intended  to  practically  give  up  til- 
lage on  this  farm,  56659,  56742. — If  witness  had  not 
improved  his  farm,  but  let  it  igo  back,  he  would  have 
got  a reduction  in  rent,  56743-4. — Tire  worse  the 
farmer  the  bigger  the  reduction  lie  got,  56745,  56749. 
— In  basing  the  price  of  land  upon  second  statutory 
term  rents  loss  was  incurred  by  the  owner  where  the 
tenant’s  neglect  had  reduced  the  value  of  the  land, 
56746. — Witness  was  allowed  for  his  improvements, 
and  made  the  best  case  he  could,  56747. — His  land- 
lord was  Mr.  Martin  Ward,  56748. — Third  term 
rents  would  probably  -be  notably  under  second  term 
rents,  as  second  were  under  first,  56752. — 
Consequently  landlords  would  do  well  to  get  rid  of 
their  land  as  quickly  as  ppssible,  56753. — 'Witness  had 
tried  stall-feeding,  but  it  did  not  pay  him,  56689-90. 
— Stall-feeding  on  a huge  scale  would  disorganise 
trade,  56701. — If  the  intermediate  lands  were  divided 
the  tilling  them  would  be  impossible  on  a large  scale, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  labour  market,  56755-6, 
56787. — Men  with  thirty  acres  could  not  profitably 
stall-feed  their  cattle  in  view  of  this  expense  of  til- 
ling and  the  expense  of  building  out-offices,  and  buy- 
ing corn  and  meal ; it  would  pay  better  to  try  and  get 
out  the  cattle  at  two  years  old,  56700,  56759. — Wit- 
ness did  not  think  small  holdings  would  ever  be  able 
to  carry  cattle  till  they  were  fat,  56787. — It  was  pos- 
sible that  under  an  intensive  system  of  agriculture 
with  green  crops  produced  in  rotation  under  a system 
of  mixed  agriculture  a farmer  might  rear  his  own 
stock,  and  finish  and  fatten  them  ; but  before  this 
could  he  achieved  the  system  of  agriculture  in  Ireland 
would  have  to  be  changed,  56764-5. — In  some  oases, 
but  not  .in  all,  it  might  be  well  to  change  the  system, 
56766. — If  the  first-class  land  was  left  untouched 
under  the  new  system  it  would  still  he  available  to 
take  up  young  stock,  56767. — In  the  first  years  of  the 
settlement  of  a man  by  the  Estates  Commissioners 
or  Congested  Districts  Board  he  would  have  great  diffi- 
culty, and  perhaps  could  not  till  .the  first  year  as 
afterwards,  56770-1. — Even  with  an  intensive  system 
of  agriculture  the  farms  could  not  he  in  working 
order  for  at  least  two  years,  56772. — Witness  did  not 
agree  with  Mr.  Doran  that  more  cattle  could  he  fat- 
tened if  the  grass  lands  were  divided,  56773-5. — The 
division  of  grass  lands  would  probably  not  diminish 
emigration,  as  the  young  people  would  not  be  content 
to  remain  and  work  on  the  farm  merely  for  their 
keep,  but  desired  to  work  for  themselves;  as  farming 
was  practically  the  only  industry  in  Ireland,  too 
many  people  were  engaged  in  it;  the  revival  of  de- 
clining industries  and  the  starting  of  new  ones  would 
do  more  good  than  indiscriminately  dividing  up  all 
the  grass  lands  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  56659. 


TENER,  Mb.  EDWARD  SHAW. 


TlIF.  ClAJfRICAB.DE  ESTATE. 

Mr.  Henry  Murphy,  a solicitor  of  Galway,  in  giving 
evidence  regarding  the  townland  of  Carrowbrowne,  on 
the  Clanricarde  Estate,  stated  that  tenants  had  to 
pay  £1  per  annum  for  their  turf,  and  that  there  was 
no  roadway  to  the  hog,  and  that  in  wet  weather  the 
turf  had  to  be  left  on  the  bank  for  a time  ; he  also 
stated  that  in  1892  the  landlord  levied  a shilling  tax 
on  the  banks  for  a roadway  but  made  no  road  and 
continued  to  levy  the  tax ; as  a fact  only  one  man 
on  the  estate  was  charged  14s.  for  turf,  the  rest  being 
charged  5s.  to  10s.  ; no  such  levy  as  a shilling  per 
tenant  was  made,  and  there  was  a road  to  the  bog 
for  whose  maintenance  the  landlord  paid  a yearly 
sum,  56809,  56814. — Witness  did  not  think  tenants 
contributed  anything  for  the  making  of  the  road  ; 
it  was  made  before  he  was  agent ; he  had  been  main- 
taining it  for  twenty  years  and  knew  of  no  payments 
made  for  it  by  tenants  since  he  was  agent,  56811-3. — 
The  turbary  was  in  Carrowbrowne  townland  but  not 
on  tenants’  holdings  ; the  turbary  was  never  free  in 
witness's  time,  56815-7. — Holdings  on  Carrowbane 
townland  were  rather  small ; tenants  were  allowed  to 
sell  the  surplus  turf  they  took,  and  by  this  means 
they  made  from  £3  to  £7  a year  though  their  rent 
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might  be  only  £7  to  £8,  56818-9.— Enlargement  of 
their  holdings  would  be  useful  but  could  not  be  done 
on  that  estate  as  there  was  no  land  untenanted  except 
the  Clanricarde  Estate  demesne  and  a small  home 
farm,  56820-5,  56829,  56876. — One-fifth  of  this  home 
farm  was  tilled  and  meadowed  yearly  in  conjunction 
with  the  residence,  and  the  other  four  parts  were 
temporarily  let,  56826.— The  owner  was  non-resi- 
dential,  56827. — There  was  not  enough  grass  land 
on  the  estate  to  enlarge  uneconomic  holdings ; there 
was  no  land  on  eleven  or  twelve  months’  system, 
56830,  56853-5. — The  tenancy  at  Tullahill  was  an 
eleven  months’  present  tenancy,  grazed  by  a Mr. 
Levinge  from  Athlone,  who  was'  non-residential ; he 
obtained  his  tenancy  about  ten  years  before  1907, 
56856-60. — This  farm  could  not  be  cultivated ; half 
of  it  was  excellent  grass  land  and  the  other  half 
was  needed  for  meadow  to  supply  the  first  half  in 
winter;  it  was  a very  small  farm'  f witness  had  divided 
into  eight  portions  a larger  tract  of  land  near 
Louglirea,  56861. — Some  hundreds  of  tenants,  includ- 
ing nearly  all  the  non- judicial  tenants,  held  from 
year  to  year,  56862-4,  56877. — These  tenancies  could 
not  be  determined  on  giving  compensation  as  the  lands 
were  tenanted  and  tenants  had  a right  to  go  to  the 
Land  Court,  56865,  56877. — Witness  was  certain  that 
neither  Estates  Commissioners  nor  Congested  Districts 
Board  could  terminate  the  tenure  of  a future  tenant 
without  a sale,  56866-9. — Estates  Commissioners  or 
Congested  Districts  Board  having  purchased  an.  estate 
could  determine  the  tenancies  of  future  tenants  by 
giving  them  six  months’  notice  and  a maximum  of 
three  or  four  years’  compensation  for  disturbance,  be- 
sides compensation  for  improvements  ; witness  did  not 
think  they  could  do  the  same  with  present  tenants, 
56869-9A. — No  landlord  could  terminate  a first  term 
rent,  but  Congested  Districts  Board  could  for  relief 
of  congestion,  56886-7. — If  a tenant  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  compensation  he  had  an  appeal  to  the  County 
Court,  56870. — In  1906,  on  a portion  of  the  estate, 
comprising  sixty-seven  tenants,  five  tenants  went  into 
the  Land  Court  and  their  rents  were  raised  by  the 
Sub-Commissioners  one-third  ; the  remaining  sixty-odd 
tenants  had  not  gone  into  the  Land  Court  up  to 
September  in  1907,  when  four  or  five  appeared  before 
the  Commissioners  'at  Portumna,  56878. — Two-thirde 
of  the  tenants,  namely,  about  800,  including  those 
in  the  towns,  had  judicial  rents,  and  the  rest 
seemed  not  to  desire  them,  though  an  occasional 
notice  was  served,  56879,  56888. — The  raising  of  rents 
by  the  Sub-Commissioners  was  not  common  on  ad- 
joining estates,  56881. — The  rents  in  question  were 
first  term  rents,  56882-3. — Some  men  had  applied  for 
second  term  rents ; the  last  who  did  so  had  his  first 
term  rent  confirmed,  56884-5. — In  many  cases  where 
judicial  rents  were  fixed  the  old  rents  were  confirmed  ; 
in  others  there  were  varying  reductions,  56889. — The 
average  reduction  did  not  exceed  12£  per  cent ; wit- 
ness thought  this  was  not  the  case  on  most  other 
estates,  56891. — There  was  no  principle  followed  in 
giving  reductions ; one  set  of  Land  Commissioners 
would  value  three  or  four  farms,  and  six  months 
later  another  set  valued  others  adjoining,  56889-90.— 
This  Clanricarde  Estate  was  the  lowest  rented  in  the 
county  ; tenants  had  many  privileges  as  to  turbary, 
etc.,  and  received  quantities  of  timber  for  their  farms 
and  roofs  of  houses  ; so  far  as  rent  and  occupation 
went  they  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  their  land- 
lord, 56838. 

Transfer  of  Migrants  from  Unsold  Estates. 

The  reason  why  it  was  difficult  y assist  small  men, 
unless  the  estate  on  which  they  lived  was  sold,  was  to 
be  found  in  the  ill-will  of  those  on  adjoining  estates 
and  their  unfriendliness  to  migrants,  56840.— The 
changing  of  men  off  an  estate  that  had  not  been  sold 
would  not  necessarily  result  in  the  farms  beingleft 
derelict;  holders  of  two  small  farms  on  the  Clan- 
ricarde  Estate  had  been  recently  transferred  to  the 
Blake  Estate  at  Benmore  ; the  rent  of  one  of  these 
migrants  was  £3  5s.,  and  an  adjoining  tenant  paid 
him  £70  for  the  tenant-right,  56841-2. — The  large 
price  paid  for  the  tenant-right  showed  the  purchaser 
was  satisfied  with  his  own  rent,  56843. — It  would  be 
well  if  such  transactions  were  carried  out  on  a large 
scale,  56844.— This  case  showed  the  purchasing  of 
estates  was  not  necessary  to  effect  transfers,  56845-7. 
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TENER,  Me.  EDWARD  SHAW — continued. 

— Thera  were  some  portions  of  Clanricarde  Estate 
which  it  was  intended  to  use  to  enlarge  holdings  ; it 
was  not  intended  to  charge  fines  for  such  enlarge- 
ments, 56848-9. 


GOUGH,  The  Right  Hon.  VISCOUNT. 

Description  op  the  Procedure  adopted  by  Con- 
tinental Governments  in  striping  Agricul- 
tural Holdings. 

Re-integration  or  the  striping  of  land  had  lately 
occupied  much  of  the  attention  of  the  Coburg  Gov- 
ernment ; finding  that  the  old  law  of  1863  had  be- 
come out  of  date  on  the  first  of  June  in  1907,  they 
passed-  a new  law  ; the  disadvantages  of  disintegra- 
tion were — loss  of  space  along  each  boundary ; oppor- 
tunity for  law-suits  and  waste  of  time ; labour  and 
loss  of  time  for  men  and  animals  journeying  from  one 
pasture  to  another,  especially  in  bad  weather  and 
during  harvest;  carts  could  not  be  filled  properly 
going  from  one  harvest  to  another,  and  could  not 
be  properly  utilised ; paths  were  bad  ; manure  could 
not  be  freely  conveyed  to  inner  places  nor  produce 
drawn  out ; water  could  not  be  drained 
out ; at  Ralberingotten,  in  Nassau,  a parish 
had  been  divided  and  re-integrated,  so  that  each 
owner  had  exactly  the  same  land  he  had  before  while 
the  parish  had  gained  200  acres  in  paths  worth  £240 
per  annum,  representing,  at  4 per  cent,  interest,  a 
capital  of  £6t000 ; the  cost  of  re-integration  was  £1 
per  acre  ; small  holders  were  usually  placed  near  the 
village,  alongside  one  another  as  far  as  possible ; re- 
integration resulted  in  a new  spirit  of  industry  which 
promoted  increased  prosperity  ; if  re-integration  in 
Ireland  increased  prosperity  rates  and  taxes  would 
be  less,  and  there  would  be  less  outlay  on  public 
administration  ; improved  morality  heightened  pros- 
perity ; in  effecting  re-integration  each  farm  was 
made,  as  far  as  possible,  four-cornered,  and  was  ac- 
cessible from  the  road;  in  Coburg  re-integration  was 
followed  by  improved  cultivation,  56892-4.— It  was  diffi- 
cult to  use  farming  machinery  on  sub-divided  hold- 
ings ; Prussia  had  long  had  a technical  administra- 
tion, and  Coburg,  like  other  German  States,  had  in- 
vited Prussia  to  send  her  officials  to  arrange  restriping, 
Coburg  was  to  pay  Prussia  £2  10s.  for  the  work  per 
hectare  (about  2J>-  acres) ; under  the  new  Act  in 
Coburg  land  could  be  dealt  with  compulsorily  if  three 
conditions  prevailed,  namely,  if  one-third  of  the  par- 
ish was  owned  by  the  applicants  and  the  applicants 
paid  more  than  one-third  of  the  land  tax,  and  the 
Local  Government  approved,  56895-7.— The  ground 
was  valued  in  September  or  October,  when  the  harvest 
was  finished,  and  the  next  year’s  crop  not  yet  put 
m ; the  ground  was  marked  all  over  with  little  sticks 
on  each  of  which  was  fixed  a paper  stating  the  value 
ol  the  ground  ; the  capital  value  of  the  ground  was 
fixed  at  twenty-five  times  the  value  of  what  it  had 
actually  produced  in  a year,  56897-8— If  this  method 
were  impossible,  and  in  that  case  only  the  capital 
value  was  calculated  "as  25  years’  purchase  of  the 
letting  value.  56899— While  the  valuation  was  pro- 
•"?  tree!  coul,d  be  cut  except  by  permission  of 
the  officials,  and  work  was  suspended,  56899— Twentv- 
fave  times  the  valuation  of  the  parish  was  put  to- 

S “\bl-0CJ.;  ‘j1*  obiect  of  thli  was  to 

’“"“l  Sb  ‘■'d>',tdnal  on  re-distribution  the  same 
amount  as  he  gave  up,  56900-1,  56910— Witness  be- 
beZe-d  abou,t,  4s-  °r  5s-  was  allowed  as  a great  ex- 


ral?’  56910-The  system  did  “not  pr£ 
Sfcd  iS” t0  holdings,  but  corres- 

SSe  nnl-f’i*  1 “J  oi  holdings  from 

— Adiudiofff  4»™"th  more  detail,  56911-2. 

A judicial  holding  m Ireland  could  be  strined  in 

small  Wf\ermerseih-1daba  ]andlord1  when  ^ree  or  four 
u?rs,had  been  consulted  and  their  ap- 
proval obtained,  but  after  this  the  Land  Commit 

™ d»ePSr?r^  *°  >???*,  “d  time  S 

Ke-to™U,tri7l^  Starg'“f= 

free  to  dispose  of  their  interest;  and  the  Government 

t]iatrwCa°rPllCa^  laIS  regarcling  them,  56913-4  —All 
that  was  now  being  done  in  Ireland  hid  taken  pit” 


GOUGH,  The  Right  Hon.  VISCOUNT —continued 

in  Germany  from  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  can 
tury ; in  1850  the  work  was  done  in  Saxony  with  tew" 
similar  to  those  now  being  made  for  Ireland  569lT 
—Very  old  game  laws  were  still  in  force  in  moat  nf 
Europe ; m order  to  shoot  game  a man  must  have  a 
freehold  tenure  of  a certain  amount,  56920-4—  Th 
Local  Government  controlled  the  shooting  on  small 
holdings ; the  profits  of  many  licences  from  those  for 
shooting  to  those  for  keeping  nightingales  were  an 
propriated  to  the  benefit  of  the  Poor  Law,  56925-7  — 
The  present  Royal  Commission  might  usefully  'send 
an  expert  to  view  and  report  on  the  work  of  re 
integration  in  progress  in  Coburg,  56905— The  Co- 
burg Government  had  the  right  to  bring  in  a ]^4v 
bit  of  land  from  an  adjoining  parish  where  the  geo- 
graphical features  made  it  desirable  ; witness  used 
the  word  parish  to  translate  “ flur,”  which  was  some- 
thing between  a townland  and  a parish,  56906-7  — 
The  only  Act  dealing  with  the  question  of  re- 
integration in  Ireland  was  the  Act  of  1885,  which 
said  in  section  11  that  where  land  to  be  sold  under 
this  Act  is  sold  by  tenants  in  common  or  rundale  or 
intermixed  plots  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Land 
Commission,  upon  the  application  of  either  landlord 
or  tenant,  or  if  it  shall  seem  necessary  to  the  said 
Land  Commission  to  make  orders  for  the  partition 
exchange  or  division  of  such  land,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  79th  and  92nd  sections,  inclusive,  of  the  Land 
Estates  Court  Act  shall  apply;  doubtless  at  the 
moment  of  speaking  in  September  of  1907  there  were 
many  cases  where  the  time  was  especially  favourable 
for  re-integraHon,  56907— Re-integration  had  been 
found  of  enormous  benefit  in  Coburg,  and  Saxony, 
and  Prussia,  56909. — Witness  had  distributed  to  mem- 
bers of  the  District  Councils  copies  of  a book  pub- 
lished by  Government  describing  the  system  of  which 
he  spoke,  56928. 

Documents  put  in  by  The  Right  Hon.  Viscount 
Gough.  rTz 

A.  Report  of  Dr.  Gentrsch  on  Consolidation  of 

Holdings,' 277 

B.  — Laws  of  Saxony  with  regard  to  Agricul- 

tural and  Peasantry  Holdings,  . .277 


MOERAN,  Mr.  ARCHIBALD. 

Experience  of  Witness. 

Witness  represented  Irish  Forestry  Society,  of  which 
he  was  a member  and  provincial  secretary  for 
Lonnaught ; he  was  member  of  the  Scottish  Arboricul- 
tural  Society  as  well  as  honorary  editor  of  the 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Forestry ; he  had  studied  fores- 
try m .trance,  and  Germany,  etc.,  and  had  practised 
as  an  expert  in  Ireland  for  about  twelve  years ; he 
iiau  a large  knowledge  of  the  centre  and  West  of 
Ireland,  and  had  been  employed  by  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  making  a forestry  survey ; forestry 
was  now  admitted  to  be  of  urgent  importance  to 
United  Kingdom  ; conditions  in  Ireland,  and  especi- 
auy  in  the  area  under  care  of  Congested  Districts 
oard,  afforded  a wider  scope  and  rendered  State 
action  a more  crying  need,  56929. 

Re- afforestation. 

More  of  the  witnesses  before  the  present  Commis- 
ion  would  have  advocated  re-afforestation  had  they 
not  been  conscious  of  their  own  lack  of  expert  know- 
e ge ; ail  forestry  operations  could  be  carried  on 
m winter  and  would  provide  occupation  for  the 
numerous  migratory  labourers  who  were  idle  during 
that  season  56930,  56957— Portion  of  Connemara 
rom  which  labourers  were  accustomed  to  migrate  to 
£aow*  ?ar7, of  Irelahd  would  be  suitable  for  planting, 
66933-6— Congested  Districts  Boards  forestry  opera- 
ons  would  have  to  be  limited  owing  to  the  enormous 
expense;  it  was  always  a long  time  before  forestry 
operations  produced  results,  56936— Some  of  the 
mountain  slopes  which  could  be  planted  were  at  pre- 
s n under  grazing,  but  its  value  was  almost  nominal ; 
where  grazing  rights  existed  compensation  must  be 
given,  but  sufficient  ground  would  be  available  where 
mere  were  no  grazing  rights,  56937— Witness  had 
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MOERAN,  Mr.  ARCHIBALD — continued. 

sent  round  circulars  to  a few  people  in  various  parts 
of  Ireland,  and  from  these  few  alone  had  received 
a return  of  about  45,000  acres  on  which  there  were 
rights  of  graing  belonging  to  the  owner  who  was 
prepared  to  sell,  56938-42,  56944-5,  56950. — If  Board 
withheld  these  tracts  for  planting  there  would  not 
be  much  risk  of  discontent  from  neighbouring  small 
holders;  the  latter  recognised  that  the  right  of  graz- 
ing was  a small  thing  as  was  shown  by  the  rent,  of 
Is.  or  bd.  an  acre ; the  money  spent  on  employing 
labour  would  reconcile  the  people  to  afforestation 
schemes,  56943,  56946,  56957. — This  would  be  the  case 
on  16,000  acres  of  land  belonging  to  Lord  Clanricarde, 
and  included  in  the  return;  this  land  lay  between 
Woodford  and  the  Clare  border ; at  present  it  was 
largely  under  scrub  timber ; 56951. — There  were  no 
tenants  on  it ; a small  section  only  was  grazed,  but 
cattle  straved  across  the  line  for  three  miles,  56953-4. 
—Witness "did  not  suggest  planting  such  slopes  as 
those  to  the  south  of  Ballynahinch,  from  Recess  to 
Olifden,  where  there  were  patches  of  grass  land  ; such 
mountains  as  the  twelve  Bens  would  be  suitable, 
56947-9.— It  was  difficult  to  show  what  return  the 
State  would  get  for  the  money  spent  on  forestry ; 
Continental  returns  showed  that  under  conditions  simi- 
lar to  those  in  Ireland  such  land  as  in  Ireland  pro- 
duced a shilling  a year  could  be  made  to  produce 
£3  and  £6  ; the  climate  in  Ireland  was  admittedly 
the  best  in  Europe  for  forestry,  and  superior  even  to 
that  of  the  Landes  ; Ireland  was  the  India  of  Europe 
with  a climate  equable  and  humid  and  ideal  for  the 
growth  of  the  timber  used  in  commerce,  .56958-61. — 
The  forestry  operations  should  be  done  in  rotation 
by  sections  ; a certain  amount  being  planted  each 
year,  56955-6. — It  was  generally  supposed  to  be  essen- 
tial to  have  1 arge  blocks  planted,  but  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances the  biggest  profits  could  be  realised  from 
small  blocks,  56962.— If  small  blocks  were  planted 
on  waste  corners  of  existing  farms  where  the  sites 
were  sheltered  and  already  fenced  with  steep  banks 
ttiere  would  be  no  expense  beyond  that  of  putting  in 
trees,  56963-4. — Where  fencing  had  to  be  done  it  would 
be  cheapest  to  do  it  well,  56965-6. — There  would,  also 
be  surface  drains  to  make,  56967. — Expenditure 
would  be  continuous  as  sections  of  forest  would  be 
planted  annually,  56968-9,  56971,  56976. — 'It  would  be 
about  twenty-five  years  before  the  work  would  be  re- 
productive, though  there  would  be  some  thinning  of 
a not  very  profitable  character  before  that,  56970, 
56972, — For  the  first  five  or  six  years  the  cost  of  keep- 
ing grass  from  the  trees  would  be  considerable  ; there 
should  be  a resident  forester,  56974-5. — Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board, should  work  on  the  lines  followed  by  the 
American  foresters ; they  first  studied  the  facts  and 
ascertained  the  probable  profits  ; they  made  experi- 
ments to  disarm  prejudice  and  by  gradually  training 
their  staff  they  taught  the  whole  country  to  realise 
the  profits  of  forestry,  56983.— Congested  Districts 
Board’s  Forestry  Department  might  consist  of  one 
man  if  he  were  efficient  and  could  spend  a certain 
amount,  56984.— It  would  be  a good  thing  to  have 
one  Forestry  Department  for  all  Ireland,  .including 
congested  areas,  but  none  existed  at  present,  56985-/. 
—The  Agricultural  Department  had  a small  forestry 
school,  a few  acres  in  extent,  56988. — The  first  neces- 
sity was  to  obtain  the  land  and  hold  it  over  for 
forestry  as  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  ground  once 
small  ocupiers  were  in  possession,  56989.  It  was 
not  desirable  to  plunge  into  extensive  forestry  °Per9-' 
tions  before  everything  was  thought  out ; heath  nr 
and  larch  were  the  most  profitable  trees  hitherto, 
but  the  latter  was  a risk,  as  in  England  it  had  suffered 
from  larch  canker;  Scotch  firs  were  indigenous  to 
Ireland,  56990.— Board  should  begin  by  encouraging 
planting  by  private  individuals  and  giving  them 
instruction  in  forestry,  56991. 


NEIL,  Mr.  WILLIAM. 

Grass  Land  near  Rathglass. 

Witness  resided  at  Rathglass,  Woodlawn ; his  evi- 
dence related  to  an  area  of  8,000  acres  of  grass  land 

beside  which  were  fifty  congested,  families  among 

whom  it  could  be  beneficially  divided,  56995.-lhe 
landlords  were  Lord  Aslitown,  and  Mr.  Trench,  and 


NEIL,  Mr.  WILLIAM— continued. 


Mr.  Smith,  56996. — Witness  was  an  evicted  tenant 
from  this  estate,  56996. 


Witness’s  New  Holding  near  Rathglass. 

In  1904  Estates  Commissioners  gave  him  as  a ten- 
ant-puchaser  a new  holding  at  Rathglass,  comprising 
about  thirty-six  English  acres  about  a mile  and  a 
half  from  his  former  holding,  56997-9,  57001,  57010. 
— The  new  holding  was  better  than  his  old  one,  but 
comprised  less  land,  57009,  57013. — The  annuity  was 
£17  17s.,  57011.— The  old  holding  was  rented  at  £9, 
57012.— He  Had  turbary  rights  on  the  new  holding, 
57014. 

Game  Rights. 

He  and  his  neighbours  had  expected  to  have  game 
rights  on  their  holdings,  but  these,  with  the  timber 
rights,  were  sold  after  they  got  in  to  a grazier, 
57000,  57002,  57005,  57015-7,  57020.— Witness  wished 
for  game  rights  that  he  might  shoot  rabbits  and  pre- 
vent trespass  in  his  crops,  57003-4,  57006,  57019^— 
He  had  not  seen  anyone  come  to  shoot,  57007. — He 
had  pheasants  on  his  farm,  and  if  he  reared  these  he 
would  shoot  £5  or  £6  worth,  57008,  57018. 


PELLY,  Rev.  J.  A. 


Condition  oe  Kilquaine. 

Witness  was  priest  of  the  parish  of  Cloonkeen, 
Ballinasloe ; he  took,  .as  typioal  of  the  diocese  of 
Clonfert,  the  parish  of  Kilquaine,  57024.— Which  was 
situated  eleven  miles  south-west  of  Ballinasloe,  a little 
more  than  half-way  to  Portumna,  near  the  town  of 
Eyrecourt,  in  the  union  of  Portumna,  57025-6. — In 
the  half  parish  of  Kilquaine  there  were  eighty-six 
families ; its  area  was  6,859  tacres,  of  which  2,773 
acres  were  let  to  graziers  under  the  eleven  months 
system,  .and  ten  or  eleven  resident  large  farmers  held 
the  amount  of  1,000  acres ; these  3,700  acres  com- 
prised the  good  land  in  the  parish,  the  70  small  agri- 
cultural holdings  being  of  the  worst  description, 
57026. 

The  Pollock  Estate — Untenanted  Lands,  Evictions 
in  1854,  &c. 

The  Pollock  'Estate,  in  Kilquaine,  consisted  of 
13,000  acres,  purchased  after  the  Famine  year  by  Mr. 
Allan  Pollock,  57026.— He  was  a Glasgow  shipbuilder, 
57026,  57044.— Previous  to  the  purchase,  in  1854,  the 
tenants  had  been  in  comparatively  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, but  Pollock  evicted  every  tenant  from  the 
13,000  acres,  with  the  exception  of  tenants  in  Bally- 
manna,  who  held  their  land  on  lease,  57026-7. — The 
tenants  were  evicted  without  receiving  compensation, 
57026  57028. — One,  »whom  witness  had  seen  recently, 
earned  enough  from  Pollock  to  pay  his  passage  to 
America  by  pulling  down  his  father’s  and  his  neigh- 
bours’ houses,  'and  building  the  wall  that  now  sur- 
rounded the  ranches,  57027-8.— The  estate  was  sold  in 
the  Encumbered  Estates  -Court  in  1854,  57029-30. 

At  this  time  (as  shown  by  maps  and  papers  pro- 
duced by  witness)  fifty-three  families  lived  in 
comfort  on  two  of  Pollock’s  farms,  57029,  57035.— 
These  farms  consisted  of  about  800  acres,  57034-6. — 
Afterwards  the  farms  were  amalgamated  into  a laige 
grazing  tract,  and  managers  were  put  in  by  the 
owner  57030,  57038.— The  former  holdings  had  varied 
in  size,  one  being  33  acres,  others  28,  20,  15,  and  9 
acres,  57030.— At  the  present  time  they  were  owned 
by  two  graziers,  and  only  two  herds  lived  on  them, 
57180. — The  estate  originally  belonged  to  the  Eyres 
of  Eyrecourt,  and  the  St.  George’s  of  Tyrone,  who 
mortgaged  their  estates,  and  squeezed  the  tenants  to 
pay  the  mortgagees;  when  they  were  ruined  the  es- 
tates were  bought  by  speculators  like  Pollock  or  worse 
than  lie ; tlie  clearing  of  these  estates  had  ruined 
Eyrecourt,  once  the  most  prosperous  town  m East 
Galway;  had  destroyed  Laurencetown,  and  seriously 
injured  Ballinasloe,  57031.— Mr.  Pollock  attempted 
scientific  farming  on  tlie  Scotch  ro 

suit  that  his  managers  became  rich,  57036,  57040-1. 
The  managers  left  him,  and  set  up  for  themselves 
4 i 2 
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some  in  Meath,  57037,  57040-2.— And  one  (Ailsie), 
who  failed  subsequently,  about  seventeen  miles  from 
Ballinasloe,  57041.— But  the  estate  went  down,  and 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  a receiver,  57036,  57039. 
The  land  then  fell  into  the  bands  of  graziers,  57042. 
And  mixed  farming  was  abandoned,  except  immedia- 
tely around  Lismanny,  57046. — The  failure  of  the  es- 
tate was  not  attributable  to  mixed  farming,  of  which 
system  witness  was  in  favour,  57049. — One  of  the 
managers  had  stated  that,  apart  from  tillage,  graz- 
ing would  not  pay,  57036. 

The  Estates  Commissioners  and  the  Pollock 
Estate. 

No  application  for  sale  of  the  estate  was  made  by 
tenants  to  iM-r.  Pollock,  since  no  tenants  remained,  but 
recently  Estates  'Commissioners,  exercising  'powers 
given  them  by  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill,  had  taken 
up  1,600  acres  for  distribution  to  the  evicted  tenants 
of  the  Clanricarde  Estate ; this  plan  was  unpopular, 
as  the  ClanrioaTde  tenants  would  prefer  to  return  to 
their  former  holdings,  57051. 

The  Ruthven  Estate. 

The  Ruthven  Estate  was  iaJso  acquired  in  the  En- 
cumbered Estates  Court,  57052,  570&)-l. — It  consisted 
of  fifteen  agricultural  holdings,  of  valuations  ranging 
from  £28  5s.  to  £6,  and  one  large  farm  of  240  acres, 
held  by  a grazier,  57052. — It  was  situated  eleven 
miles  from  Ballinasloe,  in  the  direction  of  Por- 
tumna,  near  Woodford,  57054a-5. — The  former  owner, 
Bermingham  Ruthven,.  was  now  dead,  570 5‘6-Q. — 
And  the  property  was  in  the  bands  of  the  Life  Asso- 
ciation of  Scotland,  to  whom  it  had  been  mortgaged, 
and  in  whose  agents  the  management  was  now  vested, 
57052. — As  in  other  estates  in  this  parish,  all  the 
good  land  on  the  Ruthven  Estate  was  cleared,  the 
tenants  occupying  only  worthless  land  in  undrained 
bottoms,  or  sandy  hills ; the  tenants  applied  some 
years  ago  to  Mr.  Golding,  the  solicitor  to  the  Insur- 
ance Company,  to  have  the  estate  sold,  and  were  re- 
fused, in  a letter  which  witness  could  produce;  the 
land  was  now  held  by  a grazier  who  had  3,000  or 
4,000  acres  of  land  in  Galway,  57053. 

Evil  of  Mortgages. 


settled  in  the  bog,  and  these  had  no  resource  but  the 
sale  of  turf  to  supplement  what  they  could  grow  in  a 
worn-out  bog ; they  were  on  the  verge  of  starvation 
and  had  to  make  a journey  of  fifteen  miles  to  Bah 
linasloe  or  Loughrea  to  sell  their  turf,  57088— On 
the  passing  of  the  Land  Act  the  owner  consented  to 
sell,  and  in  prospect  of  this  took  up  the  grass  lands 
from  the  grazier  in  occupation  ; the  agent  did  not 
wish  to  accept  the  price  ofiered  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, and  at  this  stage  both  the  owner  and  the 
agent  died,  and  the  land  came  into  the  possession  of 
Colonel  J.  P.  Nolan;  he  was  approached  by  both 
parish  priests,  but  denied  that  his  brother  had  ever 
promised  to  divide  the  lands,  saying  that  the  ofier  of 
the  Estates  Commissioners  was  confiscation  ; he,  how- 
ever,  ofiered  to  sell  the  tenanted  lands  at  prices  that 
would  bring  him  in  the  net  inoome  he  had  had  from 
the  land  under  competitive  rents  in  the  best  of  years 
57091. — He  stated  in  letters,  which  witness  could  ob- 
tain, that  he  would  not  sell  unless  he  obtained  his  net 
income,  57092-5. — Witness  understood,  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  parish  priest,  that  he  wanted  the  net 
income  based  on  the  competitive  rent  of  one  good 
year,  57096-8. — Even  of  1872  or  1873,  57098. — But  it 
was  possible  he  meant  a series  of  years,  57099. — If  the 
Commissioners  were  to  estimate  the  net  income  from 
the  rental,  this  would  he  a false  basis  of  calculation 
57100. — The  net  income  and  the  net  rental  were  not 
the  same,  57100. — He  did  not  receive  anything  like 
the  net  rental,  57104-5. — 'What  landlords  wanted  was 
a price,  which,  invested  at  3£  per  cent.,  would  bring 
in  their  net  income ; tenants  on  this  estate  were  many 
years  in  arrears,  and  these  arrears  should  not  be 
reckoned  in  estimating  income,  57106. — The  rents  had 
been  originally  fixed  by  Court,  57106a.— The  tenants 
were  too  poor  to  go  into  court,  57107.— The  landlord 
anight  claim  to  base  purchase  price  on  these  nominal 
debts  which  could  not  be  collected,  57109. — But  for 
tenanted  land,  where  the  landlord  was  his  own  agent, 
and  the  net  income  and  net  rental  approximately  tlie 
same  the  income  should  be  estimated,  not  on  the 
rental,  but  on  the  usual  receipts,  57111-2. 

The  Cowan  Estate. 

Tire  Cowan  Estate  was  the  only  one  in  the  parish 
in  which  sales  had  been  effected,  57024. 


This  was  an  instance  of  one  of  the  agencies  which 
• j-  P erished  Irish  peasants,  of  corporations  or 
individuals  who  would  advance  money  on  land  to  its 
full  value  in  times  of  prosperity,  and  make  no  allow- 
ance m bad  years,  thus,  every  year  taking  all  that 
comes  from  the  soil,  and  giving  nothing  back,  57053. 

The  Persse  Estate. 

The  Persse  Estate,  which  was  also  in  Kilquaine, 
yPrlrls  Grove,  fifteen  miles  from  Ballinasloe, 
0/UH8  — it  contained  nine  holdings,  57086,  57088  — 
Of  valuations  from  £51  7s.  to  £7  15s.,  and  in  addi- 
tion a .farm  grazed  'by  the  owner,  Mr.  Algernon 
f*  A^aBihani  thi'rtJ  miles  from 
Gr*Ye  ’ tenants  on  the  estate  were  more 
prosperous  than  those  m other  parts  of  the  parish  ; 
the  tenants  had  asked  the  landlord  (through  the 

thJt^aTf^l  up  sell\  a,nd  0le  ,h*d  consented*  to  sell 
tutreplied  that  he  required  the 

Tl“  NS“  Esia™-''.«sa,  Ac—Pkoposed  Purchase 
EesSi  11  '’mu‘  Es™ipts  ihsteai  of 

The  Nolan  Estate  was  the  worvf  ;•«  wi 
parish;  it  formerly  .belonged  to  the  <3-Uam? 

57090-1. — It  consisted  TLJ?"™1  of  Kllt°rme-v, 
valuations  from  £10  . °f 

f S «K 

if* " it 


Poverty  in  Clonfert. 

In  tdi©  diocese  of  Clonfert  all  the  best  land  was  held 
by  graziers,  and  the  portions  held  by  tenants  were 
small  and  poor  -in  quality,  in  the  three  unions  of 
Portumna,  Loughrea,  and  Ballinasloe,  57024.— 
Within  the  parish  of  Kilmaine  ( ?Kilquaine),  which 
is  a triangle,  with  Loughrea,  Ballinasloe,  and 
Portumna  at  its  apexes,  and-  its  sides  fifteen  miles 
long,  is  contained  all  the  best  land  of  the  three 
unions,  and  grazing  ranches  and  congested  districts 
exist  side  by  side ; by  congestion  witness  meant  that 
the  bnllc  of  the  people  lived,  on  farms,  which  sup- 
ported them  with  difficulty  in  good  years,  and  in  bad 
years  exposed  them  to  extreme  want ; in  some  dis- 
tricts where  population  was  larger  the  people  had 
been  able  to  better  their  condition,  and  buy  their 
holdings,  but  this  was  exceptional,  57113. 

Cause  of  Poverty  is  “ Trusts  ” in  Land. 

Poverty  had  been  caused  by  famines  and  evictions, 
which  had  enabled  the  landlords  to  make  a “ trust  ” in 
land,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  limit  the  access  of 
the  people  to  the  land,  which  was  their*  only  resort; 
the  rents  of  not  only  large,  but  small  holdings,  were 
raised,  and  rents  were  fixed,  not  according  to  eco- 
nomical considerations,  but  according  to  the  necessi- 
les  of  the  people,  57113. — The  supply  of  land  was 
lilted  and  its  price  raised,  which  led  to  emigra- 
tion, iand  the  consequent  physical  deteriorating  of 
the  remaining  population,  57115. 

The  Land  “ Trust”  is  the  Origin  of  the  Grazing 
System. 

The  grazier  originated  with  the  land  trust,  for 
those  who  speculated  in  land  in  the  Encumbered  Es- 
tates Court  had  no  energy  or  capital  to  work  the 
ranches  that  were  cleared,  'but  put  them  up  to  com- 
petition, and  out  of  competition  arose  the  grazing 
system,  57031,  57115, — Before  the  general  evictions 
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on  the  Pollock  Estate  there  were  no  graziers,  pro- 
perly so  called,  no  large  eleven  months’  takes,  57033. 
— In  this  particular  district  of  Galway  there  were  no 
graziers  previous  to.  establishment  of  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Court,  and  the  introduction  of  cattle  ranches  ; 
witness  gained  this  knowledge  from  his  father,  who 
had  been  a land  agent,  collecting  £30,000  a year  in 
this  district,  57032,  57117. 

Failure  of  Successive  Graziers. 

In  witness’s  memory  there  had  been  a succession 
of  graziers  on  all  the  farms'  he  had  mentioned,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  had  disappeared,  57042,  57062. — 
One  after  another  had  failed,  57062-3. — In  Pollock’s 
farms  there  had  been  the  Lestrange’s,  the  Hardy’s, 
and  the  Ryan’s,  and  then  Cooke  and-  Mitchell,  and  a 
grazier  shopkeeper,  Mrs.  Conolly,  57066-7. — The  time 
the  land  wias  held  -by  the  Hardy’s,  Ryan’s, 
E’Estrange’s,  and  Cooke’s,  would  cover  forty  years  of 
witness’s  memory,  57068. — 'These  people  were  all  on 
the  same  land,  57067. — And  varied  little  in  the  size 
of  their  takes,  57069. — Witness  supposed  that,  like 
all  grazing  land,  it  was  only  let  from  year  to  year, 
and  if  a bigger  rent  was  offered  by  a new  man  he  got 
the  land,  57070. — These  competitive  rents  lead  to  the 
ruin  of  graziers,  57043,  57065,  57070. — These  graziers 
held  the  land  as  long  as  they  were  able,  57072. — This 
was  from  year  to  year  on  the  eleven  months’  system, 
57073. — No  one  knows  what  rents  the  graziers  paid, 
57073. — At  that  time,  previous  to  1870,  there  was  no 
eleven  months’  system,  57033,  57076-7. — But  the 
yearly  system  was  much  the  same  thing ; the  eleven 
months’  system  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
evading  the  Act  of  1870,  57079. — The  hunger  for  land 
kept  up  prices  and  ruined  graziers,  57065. — In  1872 
people  would  have  land,  whatever  the  price ; witness 
knew  of  a man  giving  52s.  6 d.  an  acre  rent  for  land 
bought  for  £5  an  acre  in  the  Encumbered  Estates 
Court,  57075. — Lately  grazing  rents  had  been  going 
down,  owing  to  the  'agitation  against  the  grazing  sys- 
tem, which  had  been  going  on  in  Galway  since  1879, 
57080-1. — Though  the  real  movement  against  the 
graziers  began  with  the  starting  of  the  United-  Irish 
League  in  1900,  57082-3. — There  was  no  real  inter 
ference  with  graziers  till  the  passing  of  the  Wynd- 
ham  Act,  57084. — It  would  be  fair  to  take  the  ten 
years  -before  1903  as  a time  when  the  letting  of  grass 
lands  was  governed  by  economic  considerations  only, 
57085. — Witness  fancied  that  during  those  years 
rents  were  going  down,  but  witness  did  not  know  the 
variations  of  the  rents,  since  his  father  was  not  a 
grazier  with  an  eleven  months'  take,  but  had  an  in- 
terest in  his  land,  57086. — Tlia  first  graziers  were 
mostly  creatures  of  the  rent  office,  people  who  had 
assisted  the  landlord  in  the  clearances,  and  were  re- 
warded with  grazing  land ; some  of  -these  also  took 
bribes  from  the  tenants  who  were  turned  out,  though 
they  did  nothing  for  them,  57116. — This  was  before 
witness  was  born,  -but  the  time  shortly  after  was 
within  his  recollection,  57117. — -Many  of  the  first 
graziers  also  were  shopkeepers  who  had  in  the  bad 
times  -made  a comer  in  food ; when  these  first 
graziers  disappeared  their  places  were  taken  by  shop- 
keepers and  men  who  had  made  money  .in  business, 
ana  others  who  had  supplemented  their  savings  by 
money  -borrowed  from  banks  about  1879 ; these  had 
disappeared,  and  among  their  successors  also  were 
many  shopkeepers  and  men  who  were  receiving  money 
from  the  Property  Defence  Association ; these  were 
penniless  twenty  years  ago,  .and  now  were  .anxious  to 
grasp  half  a county,  57117. — They  no  longer  belonged 
to  the  United  Irish  League,  57118. — -These  grazier 
shopkeepers  in  turn  were  ruined  by  competition,  for 
though  they  were  satisfied  with  a small  profit  per 
acre,  they  were  ruined  by  bad  years ; the  people  had 
no  sympathy  with  them,  and  landlords  would  not 
help  them ; their  ill  success,  however,  did  not  deter 
others,  for  Irishmen  all  had  a hunger  for  land,  and 
it  was  .a  tempting  investment  for  shopkeepers  who  did 
not  realise  the  risks  of  farming ; nine-tenths  of  the 
ranches  ten  years  ago  were  occupied  by  shopkeeper 
graziers  who  had  mode  their  money  out  of  the  poor, 
and  then  kept  the  poor  out  of  the  land,  57119,  57121. 

Evils  of  the  Grazing  .System — It  is  not  Essential 
to  the  Cattle  Trade. 

The  graziers  were  the  real  obstacle  between  the  people 
and  the  proper  working  of  the  Wyndham  Act,  57122. 


PELLY,  Rev.  J.  A. — continued. 

— At  the  same  time  witness  did  not  believe  that  the 
shopkeepers  seized  the  cattle  of  the  poor  for  debt,  and 
stocked  their  grazing  lands  with  them,  57120 — If 
the  graziers  were  abolished  the  landlords  would  sell 
to  the  tenants,  emigration  would  cease,  the  population 
would  grow,  and  the  wealth  of  the  country  he  deve- 
loped ; the  welfare  of  the  grazier  must  not  be  set 
against  the  general  good ; farmers  who  practised 
mixed  agriculture  did  -more  to  develop  the  count-Ty, 
and  a man  with  a small  holding  made  more  money 
out  of  it  than  a grazier  would  get  from  the  same  area, 
57122. — Grazing  .also  deteriorated  the  land ; it  was 
not  time,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Armstrong  in  Tuam,  and 
Mr.  Shawe-Taylor  in  Louglirea,  that  to  abolish  the 
grazier  would  stop  the  supply  of  store  cattle,  57123. — 
Because  the  graziers  did  not  breed  cattle,  57124. — The 
small  farmer  bred  the  cattle,  and  could,  if  his  farms 
were  enlarged,  sell  his  stock  at  a later  age,  make  the 
same  profit  .as  the  grazier,  and  owin°;  to  greater  care 
turn  out  his  stock  im  better  condition  than  the 
grazier ; the  small  farmers  also  produced  sheep,  and 
if  they  got  good  land  could  supply  in  smaller  lots 
what  the  graziers  produce  now,  57124. — With  regard 
to  the  argument  that  cattle  required  a larger  run 
over  different  kinds  of  land,  the  farmers  in  that  dis- 
trict as  a whole,  were  able  to  produce  young  stock ; 
there  was  little  fattening  done,  except  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Old  Abbey  ; the  limestone  land  was  only 
needed  to  produce  bone,  and  it  was  the  custom  to  sell 
stock  at  one-and-a-half  or  two  years  old  to  the  Meath 
men ; the  small  farmers,  if  they  !had  good  land, 
could  carry  on  the  trade  in  the  same  manner,  57125-6. 
— Witness,  who  had  a great  deal  of  experience,  knew 
nothing  of  cattle  -being  confined  to  one  part  of  a 
large  farm,  and  removed  to  .a  different  part  at  certain 
times  to  get  .access  to  a different  kind  of  herbage, 
57126. — “ Winterage  ” was  land  capable  of  holding 
grass  in  winter;  persons  -took  it  instead  of  buying 
hay ; this  might  be  useful  to  the  small  farmer,  but  a 
larger  farm  on  the  mixed  system  would  be  better, 
57127. 

Compulsory  Purchase — Prices,  &c. 

Witness  thought  grass  land  should  be  acquired  com- 
pulsorily, and  distributed  to  the  people  at  a fair 
price,  52127-8. — The  rent  of  grazing  land  would  not 
be  a fair  standard  for  estimating  its  value,  57129, 
57139-40. — The  selling  price  should  he  fixed  by  Com- 
missioners appointed  on  account  of  their  probity  and 
their  knowledge  of  land,  and  appointed  permanently 
so  as  to  he  independent  of  party,  57130. — The  land- 
lord should  be  given  the  full  price  of  the  Land,  57132. 
— -Which  should  he  estimated  by  its  value,  57133. — 
According  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  57130,  57135. — 
The  Commissioners  should  use  their  expert  knowledge, 
57142. — The  value  of  the  land  should  be  taken  to  be 
its  value  when  used  for  mixed-  agriculture,  57136. — 
When  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  best 
fitted,  57137. — -The  basis  should  not  be  rent,  for  ex- 
cessive rents  had  ruined  the  graziers,  57139-40. — Nor 
on  calculation  based  on  the  landlord’s  net  income, 
57130,  57138. — The  Commissioners  should  estimate  the 
value  of  the  grass  land  ; what  it  could  fairly  pay 
after  allowing  for  husbandry,  57140.— As  regards  the 
double  interest  of  the  landlord,  witness  considered 
that  he  had  received  it  originally  as  a free  gift  from 
the  State,  and  that  it  would  be  unfair  that  the  State 
should  pay  a large  price  to  resume  it,  57141,  57202. — 
In  the  case  of  a landlord  who  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  rents,  .and  had  subsequently  bought  out 
his  tenants,  he  had  paid  something,  but  had  got 
something  for  nothing  by  laws  made  by  landlords, 
57143-4. — He  should  not  be  deprived  of  what  he  has 
paid  for,  57145. — And  should  -be  given  compensation 
for  disturbance ; the  double  interest  was  to  be  com- 
pensated, 57148. — But  tenant-right,  which  the  land- 
lord got  for  nothing,  should  not  be  estimated  as  if 
he  had  -bought  it,  57148. — The  security  for  the  land 
was  the  State  and  the  ratepayers ; the  Commissioners 
should  deal  with  the  money  of  the  State  as  a stock- 
broker would  deal  with  the  money  of  his  client,  not 
considering  the  interest  of  the  seller,  but  the  quality 
of  the  stock,  57130. — Witness  would  not  attempt  to 
estimate  the  number  of  years’  purchase  which  should 
cover  tlie  landlord’s  interest,  57151. — The  Commis- 
sioners should  give  full  value  to  the  tenant  to  live 
and  fair  value  to  the  landlord  for  what  he  was  sel- 
ling, 57130,  57152,  57224. — In  order  to  bridge  over 
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the  difference  between  the  landlord’s  and  tenant’s 
claims,  witness  would  say  that  Mr.  Motley’s  plan 
of  -a  twenty  per  cent.,  instead  of  a twelve  per  cent, 
bonus,  should  'be  adopted,  57150,  57203. — The  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  had  said  that  no  principle  ap- 
plied to  the  fixation  of  fair  rent  in  Ireland,  but  some 
of  them  knew  little  of  the  matter,  57153-4. — And 
with  regard  to  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  work  of 
Commissioners,  some  of  the  Sub-Commissioners  were 
clever  and  some  ignorant,  57155. — Witness  would  be 
sorry  to  say  that  the  Land  'Court  as  a rule  was 
ignorant  about  land ; the  Sub-Commissioners  knew 
tne  land,  and  were  honourable  men  intent  on  doing  jus- 
tice, 57156. — Mr.  Shawe-Taylor,  of  Loughrea,  who  had 
complained  that  the  Court  raised  his  rent  10  per  cent, 
on  his  own  improvements,  had  had  two  valuers  who 
differed  by  £107  about  his  valuation,  and  he  had  also 
reckoned  .as  improvements  what  was  only  the  ordinary 
good  nse  of  the  land,  57157. — It  did  not  follow  that 
the  10  per  cent,  complained  of  was  therefore  put  on 
for  something  non-existent ; it  might  be  put  on  some- 
thing else ; witness  heard  in  Court  that  Judge  Fitz- 
gerald did  not  think  anything  should  be  given  for 
improvements,  57158. — 'Witness’s  conclusion  was  that 
fair  value  should  be  fixed  by  the  Commissioners, 
67159,  57225-6. — The  annuity  should  be  the  guiding 
principle,  57227. — And  that  being  fixed,  .anything 
above  that  given  to  the  landlord  should  he  provided 
by  the  State,  57228. — The  State  should  compensate 
the  landlord  for  Iris  occupation  interest,  57219. — It 
would' not  he  fair  to  ask  the  incoming  tenant  to  pay 
anything  for  occupation  interest,  if  after  the  highest 
price  waS'  given  to  the  landlord,  there  was  a margin 
between  _ it  and  the  annuity,  the  ■ land  could  fairly 
pay,  this  should  not  be  put  on  the  tenant,  57203, 
57220. — Though  the  tenant  directly  he  got  it  can  sell 
it,  he  had  not  got  something  for  nothing ; it  was 
restitution  he  got,  as  he  had  tenant-right  before, 
67221,  57223. — The  landlord  should  have  the  value  of 
the  land,  and  the  tenant  must  be  charged  a price 
which  would  make  the_  State  safe,  57222.— The  State 
must  bridge  over  any  difference  between  the  price  paid 
by  the  landlord  -and  demanded  of  the  tenant,  57204. 


Grass  Lands  Available— -Evidence  of  Mr.  Tener, 
&c. 


The  grass  lands  compulsorily  acquired  should  he  the 
eleven  months’  and  yearly  takes  where  there  was  no 
resident  tenant,  .all  outside  farms  not  necessary  to 
the  owner  s demesne,  57204-5.— And  all  grass  land 
acquired  by  the  landlord  for  the  purpose  of  defeating 
the  intentions  of  the  Wyndham  Act,  57205.— If  the 
owner  could  prove  that  the  farm  outside  is  used  in 
connection  with  a farm  inside  the  demesne  it  should 
be  left  to  the  landlord ; .all  that  was  necessary  to 
the  demesne  should  be  left  him,  57206.— Whether 
within  or  without  the  demesne  wall,  57207-9  — Mr 
Tener,  giving  evidence  in  Loughrea  as  to'  there 
being  no  farms  available  on  the  Clanricarde  Es- 
tate except  home  farms,  reckoned  as  home  farms 
Deerpork,  110  acres  with  three  farmers,  and  Drumscar 
352  acres,  two  miles  from  the  demesne,  and  Tom 
Kings  farm  at  Moorfield,  and  a farm  near  Locks- 
\ '8*7,.  besides  'another  farm  of 

f”  “res  ’ tiies e had  not  for  forty  years  been  used 
m connection  with  demesne,  57209. 


Distribution  of  Grass  Lands. 

The  grass  lands  when  acquired  should  be  given  first 
of  all  to  evicted  tenants,  making  no  distinction  be- 
tween Plan  of  Campaign  tenants  and  other  tenants 
57160. — After  that  witness  would  provide  for  uneco- 
nomic tenants  in  the  district,  giving  precedence  to 
those  who  originally  held  the  land,  iand  after  that 
congests  who  were  migrants  should  he  considered  be- 
fore the  sons  of  farmers ; this  was  not  a popular 
plan,  but  philantrophy  should  not  be  confined  to 
parish  boundaries,  57162. — The  congestion  in  the 
estate  and  neighbourhood  should  first  'be  relieved  and 
migrants  should  not  be  introduced  to  places  where 
congestion  already  existed,  57164. — If  land  still  re- 
mained land  should  be  given  to  relieve  poverty  and 
congestion  in  the  West  before  it  was  given  to  sons 
of  tenants,  57166. — This  unpopular  view  might  be 
adopted  by  the  people  if  put  before  them  by  people  of 
influence,  57167. — The  existing  congestion  fully  justi- 
fied the  breaking  up  of  grass  lands,  57168-70.— 1 There- 
fore if  congests  were  debarred  and  land  given  to  far- 
mers’ sons  the  argument  that  grass  lands  should  be 
broken  up  for  the  relief  of  congestion  could  be  no 
longer  relied  upon,  57170. 


The  Congested  Districts  Board- 
Criticism  of  its  Methods. 

Witness  stated  that  in  that  district  the  people  bad 
groat  confidence  in  the  Congested  Districts  Board; 
he  considered  it  would  be  impertinent  to  criticise  the 
Board  without  knowing  anything  of  its  larger  opera- 
tions, but  in  his  opinion  the  work  of  the  Board  in 
that  district  had  been  a failure,  and  bad  impeded 
tlie  -action  of  the  Estates  'Commissioners ; it  had 
bought  four  estates  in  the  neighbourhood ; the  Long- 
field  Estate  was  bought  years  ago,  and  houses  had 
been  built  on  it  for  two  or  three  years,  'and  the  land 
divided,  but  owing  to  the  high  annuity  under  which’ 
the  estate  was  purchased  no  tenant  had  yet  taken  a 
house,  57171-2. — Migrants  had  been  invited  from 
Derryclare,  a scheduled  district,  500  yards. away,  and 
none  would  go,  57172.— The  Oakfield  farm  had  been 
for  some  years  in  the  hands  of  the  ‘Board,  57173.— 
Witness  had-  heard  that  owing  to  the  expression  of 
dissatisfaction  regarding  the  purchase  of  the  farm 
for  the  benefit  of  migrants,  the  people  from  neigh- 
bouring farms,  under  the  direction  of  the  clergyman, 
had  parcelled  out  the  farm,  and  then  .applied  to  the 
Board  -for  confirmation  of  their  action,  57174.— 
Something  of  the  kind  may  have  occurred,  57175. — 
The  Board  might  have  found  poorer  congests  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oakfield,  57176.— But  he  under- 
stood that  the  present  law  did  not  -admit  that  solu- 
tion; Section  75  of  the  Act  of  1903 ^restricted  their 
action,  57177. — The  agitation  against  the  Board  was 
brought  about  by  the  contrast  between  the  delays  of 
tlie  Board  and  the  -action  of  the  Estates  Commis- 
*«« ; witness  would  not  have  two  buyers  like  the 
Board  and  the  Commissioners  in  the  same  market, 
which  raised  the  price  of  the  land,  57179,  57181.— 
Where  the  Board  had  been  successful  its  facilities 
snould  be  increased  in  the  congested  districts,  but  it 
MouId_  take  no  action  outside  these ; the  Estates 
Commissioners  should  be  supreme  with  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  Land  outside  congested  districts,  57180-1. 
—Landlords  preferred  to  deal  with  the  Board  on  ac- 
count of  the  high  prices  it  gave,  57181. 


Lord  Ashtown’s  Estate. 

lord  AsMown  had  also  Med  to  acquire  the 
Cloonoak  property;  when  Colonel  O'Hara'a  land 
toTO^iM^he^hl?  fvLS™*  lord  Ash- 

witness  knew  of  tw™PeiyrlV°™s'““Lon^t 

wfc  was  dealing  with  iris  tenants  ahont  graStoS; 


Purchase  of  Land. 

The  Commissoners  should  not  be  excluded  from 
operations  in  Connaught  on  account  of  the  non-exist- 
ence in  the  provinces  of  sufficient  land  to  relieve 
local  congestion ; witness  did  not  think  that  all  land 
PPW1"  ®.y  tile  Commissioners  in  Connaught,  but  out- 
side the  congested  districts,  should  be  ear-marked  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Board,  but  evicted  tenants  -and 
uneconomic  tenants  should  be  provided  for,  57183. — 
Local  congestion  should  be  relieved  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, 57184,  57187. — And  then  the  balance  should 
f®  o?  rrf,  _B°a I’d  for  distribution  amongst  congests, 
0/185,  57188.— Witness’s  point  would  be  met  if  the 
areas  over  which  the  two  bodies  .acted  could  be  sepa- 
rated, 57189.— Witness  had  seen  the  working  of  both 
bodies,  and  considered  that  where  the  Commissioners 
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settled  uneconomic  holdings  they  saved  the  ratep  ayers, 
57190. — The  improving  and  distributing  authority 
should  be  the  same  as  the  purchasing  authority ; 
-witness  had  lately  seen  an  estate  bought  by  the  Com- 
missioners ; it  had  consisted  of  thirty-nine  houses  on 
small  plots  of  land,  -with  scattered  patches  all  over 
the  village,  and  adjoining  a farm  of  400  or  500  acres  ; 
the  Commissioners  had  consolidated  the  plots  of  land, 
and  built  good  houses  with  a large  kitchen  and  three 
rooms  and  a pantry  ; here  the  people  had  the  greatest 
confidence  in  the  Commissioners,  57191. 


Advertisements  of  the  Encumbered  Estates 
Court. 

Witness  had  no  document  showing  that  the  En- 
cumbered Estates  Court  induced  buyers  to  come  for- 
ward by  stating  that  the  Tent  of  the  lands  was  too 
low,  and  could  be  raised,  but  he  had  heard  that  this 
-was  so,  57192-3. 

Legislature  to  Prevent  the  Buying  out  op 
Tenants. 

There  was  a danger  that  when  all  the  land  of  Ire- 
land was  re-settled  in  economic  holdings  shopkeepers 
and  others  with  capital  might  buy  out  annuitants 
unless  it  were  guarded  against  by  legislation,  57197. 
— For  the  mania  for  land  still  existed,  57194,  57196. 
— The  mania  would  cease  when  people  were  supplied 
with  enough  land,  57195. — Legislation  might  make  the 
present  owner  merely  a life  tenant,  with  remainder 
to  his  children,  so  that  he  could  not  mortgage  it,  ex- 
cept for  his  life  interest,  57198. — But  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  prohibit  shopkeepers  from  buying  land, 
-57199. — The  matter  was  of  great  importance,  57201. 


Drainage. 

Witness  had  been  asked  to  draw  the  attention  of 
Commissioners  to  the  Report  of  the  Drainage  Com- 
mission, stating  that  the  non-productive  part  of 
works  carried  out  under  the  Act  of  1863  amounted  to 
£133,333 ; before  the  Act  the  State  bore  all  the  extra 
expense,  but  now  it  did  not,  57228. 


GRIFFITHS,  Miss  R.  A. — continued. 

ticular  industry  was  taught,  57244. — Accounts  were 
kept  at  Carraroe  School  of  work  done  and  money 
paid,  57256. — The  money  received  for  work  was  paid 
to  workers  weekly,  57256. — The  girls  had  pass-books, 
which  were  kept  at  the  school  and  the  amount  earned 
entered  in  them,  the  same  amount  being  entered 
in  the  returns  sent  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  57261. — A weekly  copy  of  accounts  of  money 
paid  out  was  sent  to  the  Board,  57261-3. — The 
books  kept  at  the  school  were  also  inspected 
by  Mr.  Walker,  the  Board’s  Inspector,  when 
he  visited  the  school,  57257,  57263. — This  was  fairly 
often,  57265. — The  girls  had  never  made  any  com- 
plaint to  Mr.  Walker  of  their  claim  for  payment, 
57266. — Nor  had  they  complained  to  witness  that  the 
money,  instead  of  being  distributed  among  them,  was 
appropriated  by  the  teachers ; when  asked  individu- 
ally they  had  denied  this  suspicion,  57258. — But  they 
might  have  mentioned  these  suspicious  to  others, 
57260-1. — And  in  former  times,  when  Mr.  Nestmore 
was  at  the  school,  similar  allegations  were  made, 
57259. — Earnings  of  the  school  had  fallen  off  last 
year  owing  to  the  lack  of  employment,  57267-8. — Mr. 
Naughton,  who  gave  evidence  about  the  school  (at 
Oughterard),  had  a shop,  57270. — But  there  was  no 
account  between  the  school  and  that  or  the  other 
shop,  57271-2.— Mr.  Naughton  senit  to  the  school  the 
materials  used  in  the  industry,  which  were  manu- 
factured in  Germany,  57272. — He  took  the  goods 
again,  and  supplied  money  with  which  to  pay  the 
wotrkers,  57269. — There  was  no  jealousy  on  the  part 
of  local  shopkeepers  with  regard  to  the  purchase  of 
materials  which  were  not  manufactured  in  Ireland, 
57272. 


ASHTOWN,  Thb  Right  Hon.  LORD. 


Breaking  up  Grass  Lands — Disadvantages,  etc. 

Witness  was  a resident  landlord  in  County  Galway, 
farming  a large  tract  of  land,  and  employing  much 
labour,  57275a. — He  considered  that  the  breaing  up 
of  grass  lands  would  alter  the  whole  system  of  falrm- 
ing,  and  was  a larger  change  than  was  contemplated 
by  the  Act  of  1903 ; the  staple  industry  of  a country 
should  not  be  disorganised  till  it  could  be  replaced 
by  something  as  good  or  better,  57283. 


GRIFFITHS,  Miss  R.  A. 


The  Lace  School  at  Carraroe— Appointment  of 
Teachers,  Audits,  etc. 

Witness  w,as  instructress  at  the  lace  classes  at  Car- 
raroe  until  last  August,  when  her  sister  took  her 
place,  57232,  57255.— And  witness  took  her  sister  s 
place  at  Lettermore,  which  she  still  held,  57255.— 
She  was  brought  from  Donegal  to  Carraroe  by  the 
•Congested.  Districts  Board  to  bo 
making  by  French  iace-makers,  57236,  52740,  57246- 
7.— Witness  and  her  sister  were  the  only  lace  workers 
from  Donegal  or  that  district  who  were  so  trained, 
57237-8,  57249-50.— Two  Mayo  girls  were  trained  at 
the  same  time,  57249.— These  obtained  positions  at 
Lettermullan  and  Kilkerrin,  County  Galway,  57251. 
—Witness  went  to  Carraroe  as  pupil  teacher  to  learn 
the  French  lace  industiy  and  then  to  teach  it,  57245, 
57254.— She  and  her  sister  were  previously  experts 
and  qualified  teachers  of  other  kinds  of  lace,  57239, 
57243,  57245,  57247.— Mr.  Naughton’s  statement  m 
his  evidence  which  witness  had  read,  57233-4.  And 
wished  to  conltradict,  57235. — With  regard  to  the  lace 
school  at  Carraroe  must  apply  to  witness  and  her 
sister,  57256.— As  no  other  girls  had  been  brought 
from  Donegal  and  trained  in  Carraroe  and  became 
lace  teachers  there,  and  subsequently  married;  wit- 
ness’s sister  was  now  married,  57255.— Witness  did 
not  know  of  any  proposal  to  continue  migrating  girls 
from  Donegal  to  Carraroe  and  to  train  them  as 
lace  teachers,  57242.— There  may  have  been  Galway 
girls  at  tlie  time  of  witness’s  appointment  who  could 
have  taken  her  position,  57252. — But  the  Galway  girls 
at  the  school  knew  little  about  the  particular  industry 
taught  there,  57254.— Though  they  made  other  laces, 
.67253. — Carraroe  was  the  first  school  where  this  par- 


Land  Unsuited  to  Tillage. 

There  were  four  distinct  classes  of  grazing 
land  in  Galway,  57283,  57348.— These  were: 

(1)  Deep,  heavy  rich  land,  which  could  never  be  pro- 
fitably tilled;  (2)  light  land,  on  limestone  rock, 
with  the  rock  generally  near  the  surface,  this 
was  impossible  for  tillage,  but  most  valuable 
for  some  classes  of  stock;  (3)  land  which 
could  be  tilled,  but  was  more  profitable  in  pasture— 
this  chiefly  occurred  in  the  East  Riding;  (4)  land 
which  could  be  improved  by  tillage— tins  occurred 
chiefly  in  the  West  Riding  (excluding  Connemara.); 
witness  farmed  1,200  statute  acres  of  No.  2 himself, 
57283.— Any  authority  which  required  land  for  mixed 
farming  must  eliminate  1 and  2,  57349.— The  land 
first  acquired  for  the  beginning  of  the  experiment 
should  bo  4,  57360;  And  if  this  t™  not 
parts  of  grass  farms  in  Class  3 could  be  tailed,  57351. 
— The  land  should  be  acquired  in  this  order,  57052.— 
Witness  could  not  say  how  much  there  was  of  classes 
j-d  4 57419. — There  was  more  land  avaalable  tor 
mixed  farming  in  the  West  than  in  the  East,  57420- 
1 — 1 The  boundary  between  the  East  and  West  Ridings 
was  a police  boundary,  57414.— Roughly  speaking, 
the  land  east  of  a lino  between  Tuam  and  Athenry 
was  some  of  it  good  for  tillage,  but  much  of  bog 
country  was  too  rich;  witness  tilled  some  of  at  him- 
self • rich  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  bogs  was  not 
good  for  tillage,  57417.— Oats  grown  on  it  would  lie 
down ; witness  grew  his  oats  on  bogs,  57418.  lhe 
most  valuable  thing  he  knew  was  cut-away  bog, 

57418 Land  in  Galway  was  not  so  good  as  land  in 

Wexford  for  tillage,  57288.— There  was  no  land  in 
Galway  really  profitable  for  tillage,  thought  it  might 
do  for  mixed  farming,  57289. — The  Wexford  land 
required  constant  cultivation  to  produce  crops,  57356. 
The  land  there  was  not  grass,  but  light  tillage 
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land,  57357-8. — Land  of  classes  3 and  4 would  be 
most  profitable  if  used  for  mixed  farming,  of  which 
the  chief  object  should  be  the  raising  of  stock,  57288. 

Breaking  he  op  Grass  Farms  wooxd  destroy  the 
Market  for  Stock. 

The  small  farmer  bred  stock,  and  sold  it  to  the 
store  grazier  of  Connaught,  who,  after  keeping  them 
a year  or  a year  and  a half,  passed  them  on  to  the 
Leinster  graziers  for  finishing;  if  the  grass  farms 
were  broken  up  the  market  for  young  stock  would 
disappear,  as  the  Leinster  graziers  would  not  buy 
stock  till  it  was  two  years  old,  57276. — The  witness 
who  bred  all  his  stock,  tried  to  mature  them  as  soon 
as  possible,  57276,  57277-8. — He  generally  sold  them 
at  less  than  a year  old,  57279. — Small  farmers  could 
not  do  this  owing  to  their  ignorance  of  stock  and 
their  habit  of  keeping  them  in  the  open,  57280. — 
There  was  no  reason  it  should  not  be  done  if  small 
farmers  had  the  knowledge,  57281-2,  57284. — Capital 
was  also  necessary,  57282. — And  some  land  also,  57282. 
— It  could  not  be  done  on  forty  acres  or  anything  like 
it;  it  would  require  much  more  land  than  the  small 
farmer  had  now,  57283. — On  the  present  system  the 
grazier  bought  from  the  small  farmers,  57291,  57861, 
57366. — Witness  meant  small  farmers  in  that  district, 
57360. — The  small  farmer  here  purchased  from  the 
small  farmer  of  the  South,  57291,  57362. — The  larger 
farmer  bought  from  the  very  small  farmer,  but  he  also 
bought  calves  from  the  South,  57364. — There  was  a 
large  import  of  calves  from  the  South  to  the  West ; 
Western  graziers  often  went  South  to  make  up  their 
lots,  57283. — The  farmer  who  bought  calves  from  the 
South  passed  them  on  to  the  grazier,  57364. — Con- 
sequently the  general  breaking  up  of  grass  land  in  the 
West  would  seriously  injure  stock-breeders  in  both  the 
South  and  West,  57282. 

Injury  to  Horse-Breeding  and  Sheep-Rearing  by 
Breaking  he  Grass  Lands. 

All  the  good  horses  were  reared  on  grass  lands; 
homes  could  not  be  properly  realred  oil  small  inns, 
57283,  57296. — On  small  farms  the  tenant  could  not 
afford  to  keep  a quality  horse,  as  there  would  be  no 
market  for  it,  57293. — The  remedy  would  be  to  en- 
large the  holding,  but  it  could  not  be  made  large 
enough,  57294. — Thirty  or  forty  acres  would  not  be 
enough,  57295-6. — It  could  only  be  effectively  done  by 
large  graziers,  57277.— The  same  thing  was  true  of 
sheep,  57283,  57293. — All  kinds  of  stock  would  deterio- 
rate if  the  grass  lands  were  broken  up,  for  small  far- 
mers had  neither  money  nor  enterprise  to  use  good 
sires,  57282. — The  Department  provided  them,  but  the 
farmers  would  not  use  them,  57298.— As  they  thought 
an  under-bred  animal  was  easier  to  keep  in  the 
winter. 


Gradual  Change  Recommended— Considerations 
Limiting  Distribution  op  Land. 

Witness  did  not  believe  that  division  of  grass 
iands  wouid  cause  prosperity,  57526.— But  if  it  were 
rn?’  s,lould  be  done  gradually,  57283, 
57352.— The  consequences  of  breaking  up  the  existing 
system  would  be  so  serious  that  Government  should 
not  do  so  until  they  were  suite  the  new  proposals 
would  work  well ; it  would  take  years  to  educate  small 
farmers  into  the  new  system;  they  must  be  taught 
how  to  fatten  their  stock,  and  be  provided  with  suiit- 
able  farm  buildings  and  steps  must  be  taken  to  en- 
sure that  their  stock  was  well-bred;  land  should  not 
be  given  to  men  who  are  hopelessly  bad  fanners,  or 
vrvin01 m ™ ,aVroair  Wltl1  their  judicial  rentes,  57283, 
?vVU’  + ena?j  8?ns  sWd  receive  holdings,  as 
/*'?  ®7stfira  tended  to  multiply  very  small  holdings 
,d^oul'afed  enterprise;  migrants  should  under- 
stand the  system  of  agriculture  suitable  to  their  new 
^ P,ro[vl.ded  sufficient  stock,  im- 
plements and  capital  m the  form  of  loans  or  free 
grants,  57288.— These  latter  were  absolutely  essential* 
they  could  not  s.art  without  them,  57378-80  — Mea’ 
sures  should  be  taken  for  the  supply  from  year  to 
year  of  information  as  to  how  purchasing  tenants 
were  using  their  farms,  57283.— This  was 

X tho  Irish  57285 

57368-9.— These  were  furnished  every  six  months  hut 

assf*®*  S737o-The 


IjABOOK  of  uneconomic  holders. 

Witness  considered  it  would  be  a mistake  to  en 
large  any  small  holdings  where  the  tenants  or  their 
sons  could  obtain  employment  in  the  neighbourhood- 
a co-called  uneconomic  holding  could  be  made  eco-’ 
nomio  if  the  holder  would  work;  a small  holding 
supplemented  by  looal  employment,  migratory  labour 
jobbing  in  small  stock,  etc.,  was.  more  desirable  and 
profitable  to  the  tenant  than  a larger  holding  with 
out  them;  it  was  not  necessary  that  a farm  should 
be  of  £10  or  £12  or  any  fixed  valuation  to  make  it 
an  economic  holding,  57283,  57456.— Witness  did  not 
agree  with  the  present  definition  of  “ economic » 
57456,  57458. — If  a man  had  a ten-acre  holding’ a 
block  of  granite  it  would  be  all  night,  if  he  could  mi- 
labour  from  that  block,  57457.— A scheme  for  the 
relief  of  uneconomic  holdings  based  on  valuation  in 
on  a false  basis,  57407. — By  a fixed  valuation  witness 
meant  Griffith’s  valuation,  57405.— The  valuation 
made  sixty  years  ago  was  now  out  of  relation  to  the 
inherent  value  of  the  land;  the  valuation  in  the 
West  Riding  was  much  higher  than  in  parts  of  the 
East,  57406.— And  in  dealing  witli  the  question  of 
uneconomic  holdings  - many  considerations  beside 
valuation  had  to  be  taken  into  account,  57408.— To- 
abolish  the  so-called  uneconomic  holdings  would  de 
crease  the  supply  of  labour  in  the  district,  and  cause- 
land  to  be  badly  farmed,  and  compel  many  owners 
and  tenants  who  had  land  suitable  for  tillage  to  lav 
it  down  to  grass,  57283.— Witness  heard  from  Mr 
Daly  that  since  Hie  uneconomic  holdings  were- 
abolished  he  could  nob  get  labour,  but  had  to  lay  his 
and  down  to  grass,  57353.— With  the  addition  of  the 
labour  witness  provided  on  his  estate  many  of  tlie 
uneconomic  holdings  on  his  property  were  really  eco- 
nomic, 57339,  573342.— Witness  could  give  the  history 
of  the  holdings  if  necessary,  57340.— He  employed  a 
great  deal  of  labour,  57341.— The  actual  sums  were 
in  1900,  £2,079  Is.;  in  1902,  £2,534  7s.;  in  1903' 
£2.690  0s.  M. ; in  1904,  £2,510  Is. ; in  1905' 
£2,906  17s.;  in  1907,  £2,778  15s.,  57338.— The 
change  from  uneconomic  to  economic  holdings 
diminished  the  labour  supply,  57511.— Because  the 
economic  holder  had  no  time  for  other  employment, 
57283.  Witness  employed  his  own  labourers  on  farm 
labour,  improvements,  fencing,  and  draining,  57512, 
57518. — He  employed  some  in  connection  with  the 
demesne  and  some  outside,  57514.— The  labour  em- 
ployed in  the  demesne  oame  to  about  £954,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  cost  of  that  employed  in  farming  opera- 
5^17.— Stock-breeding  employed  much  labour, 
Witness  also  employed  men  in  building, 
o/olo.  His  wages  were  practically  fortnightly;  a 
Stko0'WO«  i.”0?  '1,0se  Wa®es  unless  he  were  sick, 
u ^ , “"oke  up  his  grass  land  there  would 
still  be  employment  on  the  land,  but  a man  with  an 
economic  holding  would  not  make  so  much  a year  as 
these  labourers,  57519.-It  depended  on  the  size  of 
tlie  holding ; but  witness  did  not  think  a man  with 
thu-ty  acres  would  clear  £2  an  .-icre  on  it,  57521.— If 
witness  were  to  go  out  of  his  land  the  farm-  work 
would  probably  remain,  57523. -And  if  he  ceased  to 
ake  an  interest  in  the  land  the  labourers  might  get 
economic  holdings  out  of  his  land,  57524.— It  was 
/if  ij-  a,man  yould  be  more  safe  and  certain  on. 

' f in®  ^j13*1  when  depending  on  the  whim  of  an 
u£**i  , present  witness  gave  plenty  of 

H/vfU1^ococ  was  no  need  to  consider  the  ques- 

.. j*  ‘ Where  there  were  uneconomic  holdings 

no  demand  for  labour  there  was  no  resource  for 
tue  tenant  but  migration  or  emigration,  57354.— 
Witness  found  that  the  sons  of  his  tenants  did  in 
fact  work  for  him  for  three  or  four  months  and  theft 
g to  America,  57527-8. — It  was  not  because  the 
American  wages  were  batter,  but  because  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  hunting  in  Ireland,  57529.— The 
migration  of  labourers  from  Ireland  was  due  to  want 
ot  demand  for  labour,  57531.— But  they  went  to 
America  to  be  more  independent,  57532.— The  outcry 
about  uneconomic  holdings  in  the  West  was  largely 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  land  was  held  by  tenants 
who  would  work  no  more  than-  they  could  help,  and 
no  ambition  to  improve  their  circumstances  by 
their  own  efforts,  57283. 

Emigration. 

It  was  claimed  that  at  was  not  thriftlessness  but 
want  of  opportunity  which  kept  the  peasantry  in 
their  preseait  condition ; witness  did  not  see  the  want 
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of  opportunity,  57435. — There  was  no  reason  they 
should  remain  in  Ireland,  57436,  57438. — They  could 
get  employment  elsewhere,  57437. — They  would  do 
Setter  to  remain  in  England  or  in  Scotland  when  they 
migrated  in  search  of  work,  57439,  57445. — There  was 
no  need  to  be  on  the  verge  of  starvation  when  work 
•was  obtainable,  57440-1. — If  £2,000,000  per  annum 
was  obtained  from  outside  Ireland  for  the  support 
of  her  population  it  was  earned  by  the  people,  57444. 

Mode  of  'Cultivation  Adopted  by  Small  Holders. 

Witness  had  endeavoured  to  obtain  information  as 
to  the  mode  of  . cultivation  practised  by  tenants  in  hold- 
ings created  or  enlarged  by  the  Commissioners  or  the 
Eoard  by  the  division  of  large  grazing  farms  in  the 
neighbourhood,  57283,  57201. — In  almost  all  cases 
witness  found  that  very  little  land  was  tilled ; most  of 
the  new  land  had  been  sub-let  for  grazing  or  meadowed, 
and  the  meadows  sold  by  public  auction;  in  some 
cases  the  tenant  had  turned  formerly-tilled  land  on 
his  old  holding  into  grass,  while  he  tilled  a small 
portion  of  the  enlargements ; this  was  not  surprising 
to  witness,  since  the  land  paid  better  in  grass  than 
in  tillage,  and  the  tenant  had  a less  laborious  life; 
but  instead  of  creating  a hard-working  peasantry  this 
system  was  creating  a class  of  new  proprietors  who 
were  perpetuating  the  grazing  system,  which  it  was 
desired  to  abolish,  and  did  but  little  work  themselves, 
'57284. — This  plan  of  letting  the  land  for  con-acre 
meadowdng  was  temporary  only  because  it  created  a 
•supply  of  hay  for  which  the  owners  could  get  no  sale, 
57300,  57371. — Hay  should  no't  be  sold  off  the  farm, 
'but  it  was  the  practice  in  the  neighbourhood,  57372. 
— It  was  quite  a wrong  system,  57373. — It  would  take 
-a  long  time  to  accumulate  capital  by  letting  land  in 
•con-acre,  57301,  57303. — Witness  could  only  speak  as 
do  its  being  practised  for  two  years,  57302. 


Intimidation  and  the  Price  of  Grass  Lands. 

Witness  stated  that  it  appeared  to  be  the  practice 
•of  the  Commissioners  to  purchase  grass  lands  where 
■there  had  been  gross  intimidation,  whereby  the  value 
•of  the  lands  had  been  reduced,  57283. — They  obtained 
them  at  prices  much  below  their  value  to  the  vendor, 
57283,  57304. — On  all  those  estates  the  Commissioners 
had  given  a very  low  price,  57397.— Witness  would 
not  go  into  the  question  of  whether  they  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  fact  of  there  having  been  intimida- 
tion, but  the  Commissioners  were  apparently  under 
the  impression  that  where  there  had  been  intimida- 
tion the  landlord  must  sell,  and  there  they  had  not 
•given  as  good  a price  as  elsewhere,  57309,  57398-9, 
57486 — The  rent  was  reduced  to  a mere  song  at  Cloon- 
•oals,  57307. — Abnormal  circumstances,  due  to  agita- 
tion, could  not  alter  the  real  value  of  the  land,  57395. 
—Therefore,  if  a landlord  wished  to  sell,  the  Com- 
missioners should  give  him  a fair  price,  and  not  a 
price  produced  by  agitation,  57394,  57396.— There 
was  a danger  of  the  price  of  land  being  whittled  down 
m consequence  of  intimidation,  57393,  57481.— Wit- 
uess  had  had  no  dealings  with  the  Commissioners, 
57308. — Witness  had  made  an  offer  for  the  Clooneals 
land,  because  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  bought 
by  the  Commissioners,  57304.— He  did  not  want  to 
buy  the  land,  but  to  discourage  intimidation,  57305. 
—He  did  not  unfortunately  stop  intimidation,  since  the 
Court  of  Appeal  allowed  them  to  make  title  to  the  land, 
57306. — Witness  thought  the  landlord  should  (in  case 
•of  intimidation)  be  allowed  to  sell  his  land,  but.  the 
s^ou^  n°t  gPt  it  to  enlarge  their  holdings, 
57310-1. — The  Government  should  be  cai-eful  not  to 
■countenance  intimidation,  57312.— If  intimidation 
were  allowed  to  continue  the  landlords  would  be  forced 
to  sell,  57313-4. — Witness  did  not  say  that  where  a 
‘andlord  had  resolutely  held  out  for  a mice  with 
which  he  would  be  satisfied  the  Commissioners  should 
■refuse  to  allow  the  sale,  57316. — It-  was  not  the  case 
witness  wished  /to  put,  57315. — A landlord  should  not 
be  forced  to  sell,  57317.— But  if  satisfied  with  the 
price  he  should  be  allowed  to  sell,  57318.— Witness 
representative  of  the  Landlords’  Convention, 
57275,  57313. — No  one  should  buy  a property  of  which 
value  had  keen  wliittled  down  by  agitation, 
57481. — There  had  been  agitation  in  Cloonoals,  in 
•consequence  of  which  the  price  declined,  57484.— Agi- 
shou,(i  not  reduce  the  selling  price  of  land, 
^“.—Witness  made  an  offer  for  the  property 
5/485. — And  if  his  offer  had  been  accepted  would 


have  got  it  at  a lower  price  than  the  Commissioners 
afterwards  gave  for  it,  57487. — He  did  not  admit  that 
if  he  had  obtained  the  land  he  would  have  profited 
by  the  agitation,  57488. — To  secure  the  property  was 
a minor  end,  57493. — He  would  have  outwitted  the 
tenants,  57491. — They  would  not  have  gained  their 
ends,  57489. — He  would  have  bought.  57490. — And 
would  in  fact  have  profited  by  intimidation,  57494. — 
The  price  of  land  was  now 'too  low  for  the  seller, 
57497. — Witness’s  rents  had  not  fallen,  though  he 
had  been  intimidated  as  much  as  anyone,  57448, 
57450. — His  tenants  had  not  been  intimidated,  57453, 
57455. — But  there  had  been  intimidation  on  the 
Athenry  Estates,  and  the  Dunsandle  Estate  had  been 
sold,  57466. — The  tenants  on  witness’s  estate,  if  he 
asked  them  to  throw  up  the  land,  would  not  give 
the  same  price  for  their  yearly  take ; he  knew  of  a 
case  in  the  town  where  rent  had  fallen  from  47s.  to 
40s.  on  account  of  intimidation,  57454. — Witness's 
rents  had  not  fallen,  but  then  he  had  not  sold;  he 
would  not  take  the  price  at  which  they  valued  land, 
57450,  57452. — He  could  hold  his  own,  while  some 
landlords  would  have  left,  57451. 

Rise  of  Land  Prices. 

Land  was  being  sold  too  quickly,  57498. — Witness 
did  not  think  prices  were  going  down,  47448,  57499, 
57500. — They  remained  steady,  57501. — It  had  gone  up 
since  the  Ashbourne  Act,  57053-4. — The  land  sold 
under  the  Ashbourne  Act  was  heavily  mortgaged, 
57502. — The  price  of  land  had  risen  concurrently  with 
intimidation,  57508. — But  intimidation  had  put  down 
prices,  57508a. — Which  would  have  been  higher  if  the 
country  had  been  peaceful,  57506,  57509-10. — Much 
more  should  be  paid  for  some  Lands  than  at  present, 
57496. — There  was  not  much  likelihood  of  the  Com- 
missioners being  able  to  abolish  the  large  farms  at 
present  prices,  57495. 

Fair  Price  of  Grass  Lands  and  Compulsion. 

Sufficient  land  could  be  obtained  for  enlargement 
of  holdings  or  migration  of  tenants  where  either  of 
these  courses  was  desirable  if  a fair  price  was  given 
for  grass  land,  taking  into  consideration  the  land- 
lord’s dual  interest  as  owner  and  occupier ; Commis- 
sioners had  justified  the  low  prices  they  gave  by 
stating  that  these  were  necessary  to  the  re-selling  of 
the  land  to  small  tenants  without  prospect  of  loss; 
which  implied  either  that  the  lands  were  more  profit- 
able under  grass  or  that  the  tenants  were  incom- 
petent; if  the  State  wished  to  carry  out  a backward 
policy  it  should  in  equity  pay  the  landlord  a sum 
based  on  what  a solvent  and  thrifty  tenant  would 
give  if  the  la.w  were  enforced;  Acts  of  Parliament, 
had  been  utilised  to  plunder  the  loyal  and  thrifty 
classes  of  the  population  in  the  hope  of  keeping  the 
country  quiet ; if  a landlord  sold  umtenanted  land  he 
sold  a property  including  not  only  the  income,  but 
his  proprietorial  rights,  which  might  be  of  great 
value,  whereas  if  he  sold  tenanted  land  he  sold  little 
more  than  his  income  from  judicial  rents;  compul- 
sion could  not  be  justified  as  long  as  land  was  sold 
more  quickly  than  tlie  State  could  pay  for  it,  57283. 
— If  the  grass  lands  were  to  be  acquired  witness  would 
accept  the  net  income  as  a basis  of  price,  plus  the 
landlord’s  goodwill,  57459.— The  landlord  had  as 
much  goodwill  in  the  land  as  the  tenant  had  in  his. 
57460. — Grazing  land  did  not-  cover  all  that,  57462-4. 
— If  the  landlord  were  to  put  up  the  land  to  auction 
he  would  probably  get  seven  or  eight  years’  purchase, 
57464. — He  would,  of  course,  estimate  grazing  land 
at  a competition  value.  57465.— The  competition 
would  not  cease,  57466.— Witness  did  not  accept  the 
net  income  from  grazing  land  as  its  full  price,  57467, 
57469.— He  oould  not  help  it.  if  his  Convention  had 
accepted  it.  but  he  did  not  think  tliev  had,  57468.— 
He  thought  grazing  land  was  worth  more  than  thirty- 
five  years’  purchase.  57470.— Grazing  land  was  bought 
now  by  the  Commissioners  at  twenty-seven  or  twenty- 
eight  years,  57471. — And  he  would  add  a number  of 
years  to  that  for  the  landlord’s  good-will,  57472.— 
The  T>rice  of  a small  holding  depended  on  its  size ; 
you  might  get  nine  or  ten  years;  vou  get  more  for  a 
small  piece  than  a large  one.  57473.— If  the  landlord 
himself  grazed  his  lands  it  was  difficult  to  arrive  at 
the  net  income,  57477.— Not  if  all  the  lands  wore 
grazed.  57476. — But  witness  could  not  give  an  opinion 
as  to  arriving  at  the  income  from  the  landlord’s  books 
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57478. — Unless  la©  were  selling  the  land  himself  he 
ooaild  not  suggest  another  basis,  57479.— He  would 
not  take  Mir  Boyd’s  definition,  nor  did  he  think  the 
present  valuation  right,  57480. — Where  there  had 
been  regular  transactions  in  a series  of  grazing  years 
there  was  not  much  difficulty  about  net  income,  but 
in  the  case  of  untenanted  land  outside  the  demesne, 
57401.—' When  one  farm  remained  in  tillage  outside 
and  two  or  three  farms  were  worked  together,  and 
all  worked  in  one  manner,  you  could  not  possibly 
show  the  income  from  any  one  farm,  57408. — Nor 
could  an  outsider  know  how  the  rent  would  be  affected 
by  taking  a certain  quantity  for  meadowing,  57404. 
—And  buildings  done  by  the  landlord  would  take 
some  years  to  give  a return,  57408. — There  were  three 
sorts  of  grazing  lands — lands  held  in  present  tenancy, 
lands  held  in  future  tenancy,  and  lands  on  the  eleven 
months’  system,  57335. — There  had  been  a reduction 
in  the  two  former,  57332,  57335. — But  the  grazing  rents 
had  not  fallen,  57327,  57330-3,  57336. — It  was  not 
fair  to  calculate  selling  price  as  the  value  of  all  three 
kinds  of  grass  land;  calculation  of  rents  of  land  on 
the  eleven  months’  system  alone  was  a fair  basis,  be- 
cause the  only  way  of  getting  a fair  pi'ice  for  land 
was  by  open  competition,  57336. — It  would  be  fair 
for  the  Commission  to  look  back  and  see  how  long  the 
lands  had  been  let,  and  whether  the  landlord  had 
asked  an  exorbitant  rent,  57328. — Witness’s  own 
grazing  lands  had  continued  about  as  they  wei'e  in 
1880,  except  when  a tenant  died,  57319. — These  were 
let  on  the  eleven  months’  system  and  by  the  year,  so 
that  the  rent  could  be  raised  every  six  months,  57321. 
— In  the  case  of  land  farmed  by  the  owner  the  Com- 
missioners generally  offered  a fair  price  judging  by  the 
number  of  transactions  that  had  passed  through ; if  the 
landlord  was  satisfied  they  could  not  keep  the  estate 
from  sale,  57325. — But  when  the  land  was  let  to  a shop-  ■ 
keeper  he  got  from  it  a certain  income,  which  the 
Estates  Commissioners  had  not  always  been  willing 
to  give,  57325. — Many  farmers  had  been  ruined  by 
want  of  success,  57327.— But  it  was  not  true  that 
many  shopkeepers,  though  failing  to  make  a profit 
by  grazing,  still  held  on  in  hope  of  better  times,  and 
pkid  the  rent  from  the  shop ; it  was  not  witness’s 
experience  at  all;  shopkeepers  were,  in  fact,  fond  of 
other  investments ; graziers  might  be  too  hopeful,  but 
for  failure  to  make  profits  you  must  go  back  to  1879, 
when  there  was  pleuro-pneumonia  and  foot-and- 
mouth  disease,  57327. 


High  .Grazing  Rents  paid  to  Annuitants. 

Small  holders  let  grazing  land  at  doub’e  the  rent 
the  landlord  used  to  charge,  57283,  57374 — And  in 
casf?  tlie  6raziers  let  it  hack  at  double  the  price, 
u ij~  • 6 e*PIanati°n  of  the  fact  that  the  grazier 
* i j a these  prices  to  annuitants  (when  it  was 

stated  that  he  was  being  ruined  lay  prices  given  to  land- 
lords; was  that  the  grazier  had  to  find  grazing  some- 
where, and  if  he  could  not  obtain  it  in  large  pieces  he 
book,  it  m small,  57376.— If  lie  did  not,  he  would  have 
to  give  up,  and  start  a new  business,  57377.— And  in 
i ",  ^ no^  know  *n  what  to  invest  his  capi- 

tal, 57375. 

Game  and  Fishing. 

There  was  only  two  inducements  for  a landlord  to 
remain  in  Ireland— the  farming  of  his  own  land  and 
the  enjoyment  of  game  and  fishing;  landlords  re- 
sident on  their  estates  gave  employment,  and  were 
^ “amJle  in  farming  to  their  poorer  neighbours, 
o/ZBO  — Lrama  and  fishing  were,  however,  not  to  be 
considered  as  a class  interest,  but  as  an  element  of 
national  wealth,  and  from  this  point  of  view  were  to 
be  safe-guarded,  57392. 


Management  of  Large  Tenants  and  Attraction  < 
Capital. 

Witness  would  rather  sea  tile  land  in  grase  Uit 
divided ; a large  tenant  employed  more  labour  5744 
—Every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  resident 
both  owners  and  tenants,  to  employ  labour  eivix 
HjlMt  t.  mjJ  tart,  and  their  iamiHe 
57284,  57409  —By  this  witness  meant  not  small  <u 
mutants,  bnt  big  tenants  who  had  already  bote] 
their  holdings,  67410.-T],e  large  tenants  should® 
given  a Ming  Ot  security;  they  were  afraid 
haring  thsnr  holdings  cut  up,  57411.— This  prerente 
them  making  improvements  or  emploving  anv  cm 
siderahle  amount  of  labour,  57412— ^ 
the  Act  of  1881,  were  afraid  of  doing  anything  f< 
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fear  of  confiscation,  57385,  57413.— Capital  should  be 
encouraged  to  come  into  the  country  by  every  nnsfriu? 
channel,  57283,  57381,  57422.— If  the  land  were  dig! 
tributed  among  the  tenants  no  improvements  and  no 
industries  would  be  started,  since  no  one  would  inves? 
in  local  enterprises  unless  theoretical,  legislation  were 
discountenanced,  57283,  57424. — No  one  was  secure  in 
investing  money  in  Ireland,  either  in  land  or  induv 
tries,  57283,  57384.— -Landlords  who  had  sold  their 
property  would  not  invest  in  the  country  57384.— 
Landlords  were  being  frightened  away  from  the 
country,  57423. — Neither  would  tenants  go  in  f0i. 
local  investments,  57432. — The  large  tenants  were 
not  at  all  happy,  for  they  were  expecting  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  land,  57385. — This  desire  to  attract 
capital  was  the  foundation  of  the  Incumbered  Estates 
Act,  which  had  led  the  country  into  difficulties 
57383. — Similar  difficulties  could  be  obviated  if  land 
could  be  made  more  profitable,  and  there  was  no  fear 

of  intimidation  or  compulsory  purchase,  57383. If 

distribution  of  grass  lands  were  the  State  policy  and 
matters  were  to  be  faced  from  this  standpoint  witness 
could  not  point  out  any  means  of  attracting  capital 
to  the  country,  57388. — If  the  grass  lands  were  de- 
stroyed many  landlords  would  leave  the  country 
taking  their  capital  with  them;  and  most  of  the 
graziers,  who  were  the  backbone  of  the  agricultural 
system,  would  be  driven  out  also,  and  the  country 
would  become  bankrupt,  57283,  57390. — ’Witness  was 
aware  that  there  had  not  been  much  money  in  the 
landlord  class;  that  the  estates  were  heavily 
mortgaged,  57425.— In  former  years,  before  1880,  be- 
fore the  bad  times,  landlords  had.  not  invested  capital 
in  Ireland,  57426. — But  it  would  not  be  invested  now, 
57425-6. — On  some  estates  there  was  considerable  in- 
vestment in  .improvements  in  agriculture,  or  industry 
before  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  57427. —Witness  did  not' 
know  whether  all  the  money  invested  in  improving 
and  reclaiming  land  was  invested  by  tenants ; he  did 
not  know  about  Connemara,  57428-9. — He  thought- 
that  a large  part  of  Ireland  would  be  impoverished 
by  improving  the  position  of  poor  tenants  in  the 
West,  57433 — The  thriftless  should  not  have  benefited 
at  the  expense  of  the  thrifty,  57434. — The  legislation 
in  question  would  make  the  country  bankrupt,  573G2. 

Improvements  on  Land. 


Some  witnesses  had  stated  that  landlords  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  had  spent  little  or  nothing  on  ion-, 
proving  or  developing  their  estates,  and  that  the 
tenants’  rents  were  not  well  paid,  57283.— Witness 
himself  received  rent  to  the  amount  of  £2,130  15s. 
from  his  estates  in  Galway,  57343. — And  the  amount 
spent  by  him  on  the  place  last  year  was  £3,732  10s., 
57344,  57346. — The  money  spent  was  on  labour,. 
57345-6. — Many  Irish  landlords  had  spent  large  sums 
in  improving  estates  consisting  of  very  small  hold- 
ings, such  improvements  as  landlords  in  England  and 
Scotland  were  not  expected  to  make,  except  possibly 
in  the  North  of  Scotland;  it  would  cost  nearly,  or 
possibly  more,  than  the  fee-simple  of  the  holdings 
to  erect  substantial  houses  on  them  ; and  tenants 
could  not  pay  rents  which  would  recoup  such  expendi- 
ture; these  facte  had  been  recognised  by  authorities 
in  England  and  Ireland,  including  Liberal  states- 
men; in  1845  the  Devon  Commission,  on  page  16  of 
their  Report,  drew  attention  to  the  matter,  stating 
“ that  the  smallness  of  the  farms  made  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  English  system  extremely  difficult,  and  in 
many  cases  impracticable  ” ; in  the  debates  on  the 
Land  Bill  of  1881,  Mr.  Law  and  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre 
had  taken  the  same  view,  and  Lord  Spencer,  later  on,' 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  had  agreed,  quoting  ex- 
amples, and  stating  that  "rent  represents  different 
things  in  the  two  countries;  speaking,  roughly,  in 
England  it  represents  the  value  of  the  land  and  the 
interest  on  the  landlord’s  capital  spent  on  the  land : 
in  Ireland  it  represents  only  the  letting  value  of  the 
land” ; no  Irish  landlord  could  be  blamed  if  he  did 
not  make  these  extensive  improvements,  57283.  • 
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CUNNINGHAM,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


Congestion  in  Mount  Bellew. 

Witness  was  Chairman  of  the  Mount  Bellew  Board 
■of  Guardians,  and  had  from  the  statistics  that  there 
were  2,759  holdings  in  th-s  union  of  under  £5  valua- 
tion, of  which  300  were  in  the  scheduled  division  of 
Cloonkeen  ; only  one  electoral  division  in  the  union 
was  scheduled,  though  all  had  congested  townlands  ; 
the  system  of  scheduling  was  misleading,  'because 
the  most  congested  townlands  were  not  scheduled 
owing  to  their  adjoining  grazing  farms ; one  grazier 
had  893  acres,  while  all  the  other  holdings  on  the 
property  were  uneconomic,  and  thirteen  of  the  hold- 
ings were  of  four  acres,  with  a valuation  of  £1  15s.  ; 
these  were  not  scheduled,  57533. 


Mount  Hazel  Division. 

In  this  division  one  landowner  had  795  statute 
acres  in  his  own  occupation,  but  refused  to  sell  to 
his  tenants,  of  whom  there  were  forty,  with  average 
valuations  of  £2  9s.  on  holdings  averaging  seven 
statute  acres,  57533. 

Gunnade  and  Curraduff. 

In  Gunnade  and  Curraduff,  in  Ballinakill  division, 
were  nearly  thirty  tenants  with  a valuation  averaging 
£3  10s.  ; the  estate  was  sold  twelve  years  previously 
in  Ballinasloe  by  order  of  the  trustees,  and  bought 
by  Mr.  M'Donnagh,  of  Tuam,  a*i  abuot  twelve  years’ 
purchase ; subsequently  he  refused  to  sell  to  the 
tenants  at  less  than  twenty  years’  purchase ; and 
after  the  Land  Act  of  1903  he  considered  the  land 
still  more  valuable,  and  the  purchase  was  not 
effected,  57533. 


Estates  Purchased  by  the  Board. 

The  Congested  Districts  Board,  before  1903,  bought 
the  estate  of  St.  Brendan’s,  57533-4. — This  was 
bought  at  fourteen  and  a half  years’  purchase  in 
1895,  57533-4. — It  was  their  first  and  most  successful 
purchase,  57535. — Before  this,  the  tenants  had 
judicial  rents  fixed,  but  witness  did  not  know  the 
amounts,  57535. — So  he  calculated  it  on  the  Poor 
Law  valuation,  57536-7,  57547.— The  Poor  Law 
valuation  could  not  really  be  the  present  value  of 
the  land,  57548. — The  valuation  was  higher  than 
first  term  rents,  57541,  57548. — It  was  about  the 
same,  all  over  the  Connaught  district,  57548.— The 
poor  rate  was  higher  in  the  district  than  ten  years 
previously,  57555. — Witness  did  not  know  what  it 
was  in  1871,  57554. — Tha  land  must  necessarily 
be  taxed  higher,  57555. — Witness  stated  that  the 
population  of  the  union  had  declined  by  3,404  be- 
tween 1871  and  1901,  57533,  57554.— The' Netterville 
Estate  was  also  purchased  by  the  Board  before  1903, 
S7533,  57538. — The  tenants  were  now  very  comfort- 
able, and  though  they  did  not  get  much  land,  they 
got  it  on  reasonable  terms,  57555. — The  price  given 
was  fourteen  and  a half  years’  purchase,  57533, 
57556. — Previous  to  1903  the  Board  bought  the 
11‘Donnell  Estate,  a large  grazing  farm,  at  twenty- 
eight  years’  purchase  or  less,  57540.— And  the  Fallon 
Estate  at  thirty-one  and  a half  years’  purchase  on 
the  valuation,  57533,  57339. — But,  taking  the  aver- 
age of  the  three  estates  purchased,  the  price  was 
twenty-eight  and  one-third  years,  57333,  57339.— 
Witness  lived  on  the  Fallon  Estate,  and  knew  it 
well,  57333,  57541. — He  had  a holding  of  eight  am 
statute  acres,  57551. — He  also  had  a small  country 
shop  but  no  licence,  57552-3. — His  holding  had  been 
resold  to  him,  and  the  price  fixed,  57542.— He  was 
more  satisfied  with  his  annuity  than  some  of  his 
neighbours,  57543.— As  the  holding  was  fair,  bavin" 
been  improved  by  the  Board,  which  had  drained  the 
estate  and  made  some  roads ; if  a projected  road 
was  made  the  tenants  would  be  satisfied,  except  that 
the  land  was  too  dear,  57546. — Witness  paid  more 
^^?C^r£lan^efore-  but  he  60t  a small  allowance. 
0/544-57545.— He  would  not  blame  the  Board  for  the 
clearness  of  the  hand;  they  made  the  best  bargain 
they  oould,  after  having  been  petitioned  by  the 
tenants  several  times,  57546.— The  Board  had  been 
otiUged  to  give  too  much  for  the  land,  57543,  57549. 
— this  opinion  witness  did  not  base  upon  valuation, 
but  upon  the  fact  that  the  landlord  had  been  getting 


more  for  the  grazing  land  than  it  was  really  worth ; 
it  was  in  the  centre  of  a congested  district,  where 
there  was  no  means  of  earning  money,  but  by  going 
as  migratory  labourers ; the  people  were  obliged  to 
have  grass  enough  for  a cow,  and  were  willing  to 
give  exorbitant  prices  to  obtain  it,  57550. 

Methods  of  the  Board  and  the  Commissioners. 

Witness  thought  the  Board  was  the  best  body  to 
deal  with  distribution  of  land  in . a congested  area, 
57557-8. — They  should  be  able  to  buy  as  cheaply  as  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  57559. — He  thought  that  money 
was  wasted  in  land  bargains ; lie  had  seen  little  done 
by  the  Commissioners  in  his  district ; the  Board  had 
more  experience,  and  would  effect  drainage  and  im- 
provements that  the  Commissioners  would  not  under- 
take, and  would  also  lend  money  to  stock  farms  at 
a reasonable  rate ; he  did  not  think  the  Board  could 
get  land  cheaply  enough  without  compulsory  powers, 
57557. — There  were  33,600  acres  of  grass  land  in  the 
union  available  for  distribution,  57533. 
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Attitude  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  appointed  by  the  Galway  County 
Council,  but  was  not  a member  of  that  body,  57660. 
— But  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  the 
District  Council,  57561.— He  lived  at  Ballina- 
sloe,  and  was  trustee  of  an  estate  belong- 
ing to  his  late  father,  57562-4. — About  eight 
acres  of  the  estate  weire  in  Roscommon,  and 
held  by  agricultural  tenants,  and  he  was  trustee 
for  this ; and  also  an  annuitant  under  the  State, 
57564'. — He  had  long  severed  his  interest  from  the 
landlords  and  was  thinking  for  himself,  57565. — He 
was  a Socialist,  believing  the  State  should  manage 
everything,  and  that  land  and  railways  should  be 
nationalised,  57581,  57579. — He  thought  the  State 
should  pay  for  the  scheme  he  suggested,  being 
eventually  repaid  by  the  development  of  the  country, 
as  in  Australia,  57579. 

Congestion  in  Ballinasloe. 

The  union  of  Ballinasloe  was  situated  in  Galway 
and  Roscommon ; in  the  Roscommon  division  the 
area  of  grass  land  was  5,274  acres  at  a valuation  of 
£2,060,  or  8s.  per  acre,  and  there  were  243  holdings 
under  £5  valuation,  and  285  under  £10 ; in  the  Gal- 
way division  the  total  acreage  was  45,709  acres, 
valuation  £23,304,  or  12s.  an  acre ; there  were  798 
holdings  under  £5  valuation,  and  521  under  £10 
valuation ; in  the  whole  union  the  acreage  was 
50,983  acres,  valuation  £25,365,  while  the  total  num- 
ber of  holdings  under  £5  was  1,041,  57565a. — And 
between  £5  and  £10,  285,  57565a,  57566. — The  grass 
lands  made  up  32'4  per  cent,  of  the  area,  less  the 
urban  area ; the  population  of  the  union  in  1841 
was  48,811 ; in  1891  it  was  20,993,  a decline  of  59 
per  cent,  in  fifty  years  ; the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  in  1841  was  7,646 ; in  1901  they  were  3,412, 
or  55  per  cent.,  57566. 

Cause  of  Congestion. 

This  state  of  things  was  owing  to  the  extensive 
sales  of  land  by.  the  Encumbered  Estates  Court, 
which  between  October,  1849,  and  September,  1857, 
sold  twenty-five  millions  worth  of  land,  of  which 
twenty-four  and  a half  million’s  worth  passed  to 
creditors,  including  £3,692,611  to  purchasing  en- 
cumbrancers; the  powers  of  the  court  were  in  1858 
extended  to  the  sale  of  unencumbered  estates  and  its 
jurisdiction  perpetuated  in  the  Landed  Estates 
Court ; the  cheapness  of  land  transfer  in  these  courts 
was  an  advantage,  but  to  the  cultivator  their  action 
had  been  disastrous ; many  of  the  new  purchasers 
were  investors  who  looked  on  the  land  as  a source 
of  income,  and  recognised  no  old  customs  or  duties 
to  tenants  ; others  were  speculators,  who  jobbed  in 
land,  as  in  other  merchandise,  and  raised  rents 
when  they  came  into  possession  with  the  object  of 
inflating  the  selling  price  of  the  esiates ; the  result 
of  the  system  was  a constant  change  of  landlords, 
and  a custom  grew  up  of  offering  to  “clear  the 
estate  ” to  facilitate  sale,  57566. 
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WARD,  Mr.  JOHN  F. — continued. 


Clearance  or  the  Grazing  Lands. 

Extensive  clearances  were  made  by  two  Scotchmen, 
Pollock  and  Mathers,  who  come  to  Ireland  fifty  years 
ago,  57565,  57565a.— The  Pollock  Estate  lay  on  the 
Galway  side  of  Ballinasloe,  a large  triangle  of  waste 
land,  on  which  no  habitation  but  a herd’s  house  was 
to  be  seen,  the  human  population  having  been  super- 
seded by  bullocks  ; when  Pollock,  the  grandfather  of 
the  present  owner,  purchased-  the  estate  (which  lay 
between  Ballinasloe,  Banagher,  and  Eyrecourt),  it 
was  thriving  and  populous  ; the  St.  George’s  Estate 
in  Roscommon  was  purchased  by  Mathers,  and  whole- 
sale evictions  were  carried  out  on  both  estates,  and 
in  nearly  every  parish  in  the  union ; Pollock’s 
tenants  owed  no  rent,  and  some  were  bribed  to  give 
up  their  homes  ; Mather’s  tenants  owed  one  year’s 
rent,  or  less,  but  they  were  evicted  on  Christmas 
Eve  under  circumstances  of  great  barbarity  ; many 
of  them  died,  some  got  farms  on  other  estates,  and 
most  went  to  America  ; there  was  no  resource  open 
to  them  when  deprived  of  .land  ; some  of  the  evicted 
went  into  Ballinasloe,  and  to  the  workhouse,  and 
eventually  died,  57566. 

Distribution  of  Grass  Lands. 

There  were  vast  tracts  of  untenanted  land  near 
Ballinasloe  which,  if  distributed,  would  satisfy  all 
the  needs  of  evicted  and  uneconomic  tenants,  and 
leave  a balance  for  migrants,  57565a,  57587. — Land 
should  be  first  given  to  the  contiguous  evicted  tenants, 
57584,  57593. — Then  the  uneconomic  holders,  57584, 
57593.— These  should  be  congests  from  the  estate  to 
be  divided,  and  neighbouring  estates,  57585. 
— And  then  sons  of  congests,  57584,  57586. — If  a 
man  had  a twenty-five  acre  holding  it  would  sup- 
port himself  and  two  or  three  sons ; it  was  better,  if 
possible,  to  give  the  sons  another  twenty-five  acres, 
57592. — Witness  would  migrate  before  giving  land 
to  sons  of  tenants,  who  could  go  into  trades  or  to 
America  or  elsewhere,  57594,  57590.— He  would  not 
recommend  extreme  _ sub— division,  which  was 
dangerous,  57588. — Existing  poverty  was  to  be  dealt 
with  before  providing  for  sons  of  tenants,  57595.— 
Witness  thought  his  opinions  as  to  congestion  were 
those  general  in  County  Galway,  57597. 

; Re-afforestation. 

The  advantages  of  re-afforestation  were  many  ; it 
would  afford  shelter  to  man  and  beast,  would 
moderate  storms,  avoid  inundations,  and  prevent  the 
silting  up  of  rivers ; the  wood  produced  would  be 
invaluable  for  household  and  industrial  purposes ; 
wood  was  imported  into  Ireland  while  her  waste 
lands  were  lying  idle;  an  outlay  of  £3  to  £8  per 
acre  would  provide  for  the  preparing,  planting,  and 
fencing  of  land,  which  in  twenty  years  would 
be  worth  £20  to  £30 ; whole  districts  in  Germany 
were  dependent  on  forests  and  wood  industries  ; in 
the  Thuringian  forest  50,000  persons  earned  over  a 
million  pounds  annually  by  toy-making  ; the  cost  of 
afforestation  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Treasury  ; 
if  the  forests  of  Ireland  had  not  been  neglected,  they 
would  now  be  worth  a hundred  millions,  57597. 

Osier  Planting. 


and  several  County  Councils  had  withdrawn  their 
contributions  from  the  Shannon  Development  Com- 
pany owing  to  there  being  no  trade  ; if  all  impedi- 
ments to  the  free  flow  of  the  river  were  removed 
the  catchment  area  would  benefit,  the  fallow  lands 
could  be  cultivated,  and  the  bogs  would  subside,  and 
be  more  easily  utilised  for  peat  moss  industries 
57566. 

Milling. 

Mills  should  be  subsidised  by  the  Agricultural 
Department,  as  their  presence  would  encourage  the 
production  of  wheat  and  oats,  57566. 

Agricultural  Banks. 

The  question  of  Agricultural  Banks  was  one  ol 
extreme  importance,  for  when  the  farmer  became  the 
tenant  of  the  State  he  could  expect  no  abatements 
in  bad  years,  and  must  therefore  be  able  to  borrow 
on  reasonable  terms ; he  had  now  either  to  go  to 
urban  banks,  which  demanded  high  interest  and 
excessive  security,  or  to  the  money-lending  shop- 
keeper who  exacted  usurious  interest  and  eventually 
seized  the  farm  ; this  could  be  avoided  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  co-operative  banks,  several  of  which  had 
been  started  in  the  West ; at  these  banks  money  could 
be  borrowed  at  3 or  3£  per  cent,  for  periods  of  six 
months  to  several  years,  57566,  57567. — These  banks 
got  their  capital  from  joint  stock  banks,  57568-9.— 
The  joint  stock  banks  would  be  able  to  lend  them 
money  at  less  than  3 per  cent.,  57570. — The  Provincial 
Bank,  or  National  Bank,  and  other  joint  stock  banks 
might  charge  5 or  10  per  cent.,  57571. — The  class  of 
people  who  patronised  Agricultural  Banks  would  not 
be  the  same  class  as  the  patrons  of  joint  stock  banks, 
57572. — Wealthy  patrons  might  also  put  money  into 
the  Agricultural  Banks,  5753. — Witness  did  not  think 
there  would  be  many  philanthropists  among  these, 
57574. — .Since  people  who  lent  money  to  .agricultural1 
banks  must  have  some  interest,  witness  thought  the 
interest  charged  by  the  banks  should  be  3 A per  cent., 
57575. 

Co-operative  Depots. 

The  witness  recommended  the  formation  of  co- 
operative depots  connected  with  the  railway  stations 
by  a motor  service,  a plan  which  would  enable  the 
farmer  to  sell  in  the.  dearest  market,  and  obtain 
feeding  stuffs  and  implements  at  the  lowest  rates, 
and  would  also  reduce  cost  of  transit  and  extinguish 
middlemen’s  profits,  57566. 

Nationalisation  of  Railways. 

Railways  should  be  controlled  ,by  the  State,  as  in 
Australia,  and  though  this  might  not  pay  the  State 
directly  for  its  capital  outlay,  its  influence  on  the 
development  of  the  country  would  eventually  increase 
the  national  revenue  and  ease  taxation  ; in  Australia 
no  profits  beyond  working  expenses  were  aimed  at, 
but  if  they  were  realised  they  were  expended  on 
bonuses  to  officials  .and  the  extension  of  railway  lines, 
and  the  relief  of  nates  for  the  benefit  of  the  travelling 
public ; State  control  of  railways  had  been  recently 
advocated  by  Lord  Brassey,  57566. 


The  lands  along  the  Suck  and  the  Shannon,  which 
were  liable  to  flooding,  should  be  planted  with  osiers, 
which  after  two  years  paid  steadily,  and  were 
eventually  worth  £25  an  acre,  less  the  rent  of  the 
land;  this _ would  make  it  possible  to  develop  a 
basket-making  industry  in  the  district,  57566. 


Arterial  Drainage. 

The  problem  of  arterial  drainage  in  Ireland  ha 
been  under  consideration  for  150  years,  and  was  sti' 
unsolved  ; Professor  Tyndall  had  said  it  would  rai= 
the  temperature  four  degrees  Fahrenheit,  and  in 
mensely  benefit  not  only  the  land,  but  the  inhabi 
tants ; the  Dutch,  a poor  nation,  had  drained  th 
Haarlem  Mee-r,  with  the  aid  of  £860,000  fror 
Parliament,  and  reclaimed  from  the  Zuvder  7,e 
half  a million  acres,  which  paid  a urofit  ' 

thing  like  £12  an  acre  to  the  State  Srafna 

of  ™s  hampered  b,  mamtamii  ft 

navigation  level  of  the  Shannon ; the 
frem  navigation  of  the  Shannon  were  incoMiS” 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

The  rudiments  of  agricultural  science  should  be' 
taught  in  rural  National  schools,  for  Ireland  could 
never  hope  to  be  anything  but  a country  depending 
on  agriculture  and  its  dependent  industries,  conse- 
quently agricultural  instruction  was  of  the  fin* 
importance ; National  schools  should  have  a farm  of 
an  acre  or  so  for  practical  illustrations,  and  the 
teaching  should  be  given  by  itinerant  instructors, 
or  else  the  teachers  sent  for  six  weeks  every  year  to 
Glasnevin'  or  some  other  agricultural  college;  _en 
leaving  school  the  boy  could  complete  his  education 
in  a higher  school,  of  which  there  should  be  one  in 
each  county,  57566. 

The  Decline  of  Ballinasloe. 

Ballinasloe  forty  years  ago  was  a prosperous  town? 
having  a market  for  wool,  wheat,  oats  and  rape ; 
it  had  four  mills  (one  flour  and  three  com  mills), 
three  tanneries,  one  brewery,  and  two  large  buildings 
for  meetinp  and  agricultural  shows ; one  of  these 
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was  the  finest  building  of  the  kind  in  Connaught, 
and  cost  £9,000,  but  for  thirty-seven  years  it  had 
not  been  used  for  its  original  purpose,  and  at  the 
October  fair  horses  were  sometimes  stabled  in  it ; 
the  decline  in  the  town  was  owing  to  the  clearance 
of  the  Galway  and  Roscommon  grazing  lands,  and 
a contributing  cause  was  the  passing  of  the  Relief 
Act ; the  town  was  badly  off  for  land,  and  there 
were  hundreds  of  acres  of  town  parks  which,  if 
divided,  would  give  two  acres  to  every  large  house- 
holder, who  would  then  be  able  to  supply  his  family 
with  milk  and  vegetables,  and  would  employ  some  of 
the  labourers  who  now  could  not  get  work  ; Ballina- 
sloe,  which  was  situated  on  one  estate  belonging  to 
Lord  Clancarty,  should  have  been  included  in  the 
1903  Land  Bill  and  scheduled  as  congested ; the 
provisions  of  the  Labourers’  Act  should  have  been 
extended  to  towns  where  labourers  were  huddled 
together  in  filthy  slums,  57566. 


The  Relief  Act. 

The  Relief  Act  of  1838  encouraged  evictions,  and 
gave  rise  to  much  suffering,  since  landowners,  afraid 
that  the  poor  would  become  chargeable  to  the  rates  in 
their  locality,  evicted  them,  and  drove  them  into 
the  towns,  where  they  could  find  little  employment 
and  suffered  great  want ; Mr.  J.  Walsh,  j.p.,  in  1845 
destroyed,  near  Belmullet,  an  entire  village  with  the 
exception  of  six  houses ; this  was  in  mid-winter, 
and  forty  miles  from  the  nearest  workhouse ; the 
Act,  as  passed  by  the  Commons,  made  the  union 
the  area  of  chargeability,  but  the  Lords  charged 
the  division  with  the  maintenance  of  these  who  had 
resided  in  it  before  they  became  dependent  on  the 
rates,  with  the  intention  of  inducing  ratepayers  to 
provide  employment,  57566. 


Insanity  in  Galway  and  Roscommon. 

Insanity  increased  in  Galway  and  Roscommon  in 
spite  of  the  decline  of  population ; in  1890  there 
were  731  patients  in  Ballinasloe  Asylum,  and  in 
1905  there  were  1,340,  an  increase  of  83  3 per  cent.  ; 
between  1891  and  1901  the  increase  in  insanity  all 
over  Ireland  was  41-5  per  cent,  of  the  population, 
while  in  Galway  and  Roscommon  it  was  54'6  per 
cent.,  or  131  above  the  total  for  Ireland ; the 
primary  cause  was  that  the  flower  of  the  population 
had  emigrated,  leaving  those  weak  in  mind  and  body 
behind  ; another  cause  was  the  want  of  nutritious 
food,  and  the  loneliness  and  monotony  of  the  people's 
lives;  if  isolated  persons  were  removed  to  villages, 
and  variety  introduced  into  their  lives,  a fruitful 
source  of  insanity  would  be  removed ; if  peasants 
were  given  good  land,  and  had  games  and  libraries, 
insanity  would  have  declined  considerably  at  the  end 
of  ten  years,  57567. 


“ English  Tenure.” 

When  witness  said  land  was  held  on  an  "English 
tenure”  he  was  referring  to  Mr.  Hardy’s  property, 
57576. — The  land  belonged  to  Colonel  Mitchell,  who 
set  it  on  the  eleven  months’  system  to  another  man, 
and  then  on  a ten  months’  tenancy  to  Mr.  Hardy, 
the  present  occupier,  57577.— “ English  tenure'” 
meant  a yearly  tenancy,  57578. 


FEENEY,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Congestion  in  Athlone. 

Witness  was  representing  the  district  of  Athlone, 
57598-9. — The  district  was  not  scheduled,  57602. — It 
contained  838  holdings  of  under  £5  valuation,  and 
about  the  same  number  under  £10,  57602.— Some  of 
the  holdings  of  £10  valuation  were  as  low  as  £5  (in 
actual  value),  and  in  that  union  a valuation  of  £8 
or  £9  might  represent  £5,  57602.— Poor  law  valuation 
was  no  test,  57612. — The  holding  of  witness,  which 
was  thirty  acres,  and  the  rent  less  than  £5,  57609.— 
Was  of  a poor  law  valuation  of  £11,  57610-1.— There 
was  not  a decent  holding  between  this  union  and  the 
meaxings  of  Roscommon,  thirty  miles  from  th?  River 


FEENEY,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 

Suck,  57612. — If  three  of  the  holdings  were  put  to- 
gether it  might  make  a holding  on  which  it  was  pos- 
sible to  live,  57613-6. — The  people  always  lived  on 
money  earned  in  England  or  America,  57614. — A hold- 
ing of  £8  or  £10  valuation  would  not  be  economic, 
57602. —Thirty  acres  of  fairly  good  land  might  be 
economic,  57603. — This  would  be  valued  at  about  £15 
if  good  land,  57604. — And  that  would  be  valued  at  £15, 
57604. — The  quality  of  the  land  made  a great  deal  of 
difference,  57606. — It  might  be  all  sand  and  bog, 
57605. — It  was  possible  to  have  a holding  of  thirty 
acres  and  not  be  able  to  live  on  it,  57607. — The  valua- 
tion of  an  economic  holding  of  thirty  acres  might  be 
£8  or  £10,  57605. — To  make  the  holders  economic  two 
out  of  three  must  be  migrated  in  some  cases  ; Kil- 
toom  consisted  of  230  small  holdings  of  inferior  land, 
of  which  ninety  were  under  £5  valuation,  75  between 
£5  and  £10,  and  65  over  £10  ; the  soil  was  bog  or 
sandy  upland  ; the  tenants  lived  by  sowing  conacre 
potatoes  or  oats  at  £6  or  £8  an  acre,  and  buying  con- 
acre hay  from  a considerable  distance,  by  lime-burn- 
ing and  turf-selling,  and  by  money  sent  from 
America,  57617. 

Grass  Lands  Available  for  Purchase. 

There  were  2,000  acres  of  grass  lands  within  the 
parish  boundary,  some  of  which  would  be  sold  in  the 
near  future,  57617. — In  Ballyforan  there  was  grass 
land,  and  in  Derrycahill,  which  was  a populous  dis- 
trict, 57618. — The  following  lands  could  be  acquired 
for  distribution: — Rock-hill  farm  (residential),  Mrs. 
Wilson,  300  acres ; Garroolohan  (non-residential), 
Mrs.  Connell,  300  acres ; Moyvannon  (non-residen- 
tial), Mr.  Smyth,  200  acres  ; Ardmullen  (non-residen- 
tial),  Mr.  Pirn,  400  acres ; Kiltocm  (non-residential), 
Mr.  H.  Strevens,  500  acres  ; Newpark  (non-residen- 
tial), Mr.  Levinge,  300  acres. — The  landlords  were 
willing  to  sell,  but  they  demanded  twenty -one  to 
twenty-four  and -a- half  years’  purchase,  which  pre- 
vented purchase  by  tenants ; some  other  properties 
in  bhe  parish  had  been  sold  under  the  old  purchase 
Acts ; the  prices  asked  in  Kiltoom  were  from  six  to 
ten  years  more  than  those  obtained  for  neighbouring 
estates  under  the  Ashbourne  Act ; the  W atson  Estate 
had  been  sold  twenty  years  ago  at  thirteen  years’  pur- 
chase, the  Bailey  Estate  ten  years  ago  at  seventeen 
years’  purchase,  and  the  Hudson  Estate  four  years 
ago  (under  the  40th  section  .in  bankruptcy)  at  from 
eight  to  seventeen  years’  purchase,  estates  should  be 
inspected  before  purchase ; compulsory  powers  were 
the  only  solution  to  the  difficulty  of  providing  the 
young  men  of  the  district  with  home  and  livelihood. ; 
definite  action  should  be  taken  to  prevent  emigration 
and  improve  the  position  of  uneconomic  holders, 
57620. — Negotiations  were  pending  between  the  follow- 
ing landlords  and  their  tenants: — Mr.  Waithmore, 

21  years’  purchase ; Mr.  Mitchell  (Curramore  Estate), 

22  years’  purchase ; Mr.  Lloyd,  24  years’  ; Mr. 
Levinge,  21  years’  ; Mr.  Goff,  24  years;  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, 24£  years’,  57620. 

Industries. 

The  small  holders  had  few  industries,  57620.— If  a 
factory  could  be  established  near  Ballyforan  it  would 
be  a great-  advantage,  since  it  was  a remote  place, 
twelve  miles  from  Athlone;  the  ren Is  were  high,  and' 
the  landlords  unwilling  to  sell,  57619.— A wool  factory 
would  be  best ; a crochet  or  lace-making  industry 

would  -arrest  emigration  among  the  girls,  57620. 

The  tenants  used  to  make  money  of  turf,  lime,  and 
cabbage-growing,  but  bhe  turf  and  lime  now  brought 
in  but  little,  57620. — And  since  the  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture had  distributed  information  about  cabbage- 
growing  all  over  the  country  the  growing  of  cabbage 
in  the  district  had  declined,  57620-1. — The  Kiltoom 
cabbages  used  to  be  first  in  the  market,  57622.— The 
Department  had  done  good  to  some  and  harm  to  others 
by  interfering,  57623.— The  grass  lands  were  formerly 
under  tillage,  and  grew  wheat ; this  accounted  for  the 
greater  value  of  land  fifty  years  previouslv,  when  the 
valuations  were  made,  57624. 

Migration. 

Congests  would  be  willing  to  migrate  if  it  were  made 
clear  that  they  could  live  in  comfort  in  their  new 
ones ; but  so  far  as  witness  knew  no  pains  had  been 
taken  to  give  them  this  information,  57624. 
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Unsuitability  of  Grass  Land  for  Tillage. 

Witness  was  a member  of  the  Grazing  Farmers’ 
Association,  57625. — Much,  of  the  grazing  land  in 
Roscommon  was  quite  unsuitable  to  tillage,  57626. — 
.It  was  deep,  heavy,  and  cold,  bal'd  to  till,  and  pro- 
ducing a poor  crop  when  tilled,  57627,  57632. — 'Some 
of  it  bore  marks  of  having  'been  previously  tilled  at  a 
remote  period ; some  was  now  occupied  and  cropped 
by  small  farmers,  57628-9. — They  tilled  a very  small 
proportion ; a man  having  a holding  of  thirty  acres 
might  till  14  .acres,  57629-30,  57632. — The  return  on 
this  was  small,  and  the  labour  great,  57631. — 'The 
small  tenant  used  the  land  chiefly  for  breeding  young 
oattle  or  sheep,  and  the  larger  people  might  breed  a 
few  horses,  57632. — The  tillage  of  the  land  had  'been 
discontinued,  because  it  had  been  found  unsuitable 
for  the  purpose,  57705. — The  best  tillage  ground  was 
quite  different  from  the  best  grazing  land,  57706. — 
The  discovery  that  the  land  was  unfit  for  tillage  was 
made  by  tbe  men  who  farmed  it,  57694-5. — They  were 
fairly  intelligent,  and  if  it  paid  them  to  till,  would 
naturally  do  so,  57695,  57697-8. — One  of  witness’s  own 
tenants  with  a five-acre  holding  did  not  till  half  an 
acre,  57696. — This  man  owned  his  land,  576S6. — On 
another  farm  the  tenant  had  no  tillage  at  all,  but  let 
the  land  to  witness  for  grazing,  57698. — It  w.as  im- 
possible for  tillage  farming  to  pay  when  carried  out 
on  a large  scale  under  present  conditions  in  that  dis- 
trict of  Ireland,  57699,  57700. — 'Witness  had  no  ex- 
perience of  other  countries,  57691,  57701-3.— The  soil 
there  might  be  lighter  or  sandier,  57702.— This  evi- 
dence was  with  reference  to  the  centre  of  Roscommon 
to  Ballinasloe,  57633. — The  land  about  Strokestown 
was  more  suitable  to  tillage,  57633.— That  was  the 
land  from  Knockcroghery  to  Ballinasloe,  57634-5— 
Some  was  suitable,  57635. — And  this  should  be  sepa- 
rated from  what  was  not  suitable,  57636.— In  farms 
near  Knockcroghery  of  100  acres  not  more  than  one- 
third  would  be  suitable,  57637. — -Taking  the  whole  dis- 
trict from  Roscommon  to  Boyle  less  than  50  per  cent, 
was  suitable  for  cultivation,  57638-40.— Perhaps  30  to 
57641 r Cen*’’  suitable  portions  were  scattered, 

Possibility  of  Grazing  by  Small  Owners. 

Witness  had  600  acres  of  grass  land,  57642,  57644, 
57706. — This  was  in  several  holdings,  of  which  the 
largest  was  300  acres,  57644,  57646. — If-  this  was  di- 
vided into  six  fifty-acre  holdings  the  tenants  might 
use  them  in  the  same  manner  as  witness,  57646,  57655. 
—But  with  a holding  of  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  there 
would  be  a difficulty,  57646. — A man  with  twenty-five 
acres  would  be  principally  a breeder,  57647,  57713. — 
Witness  himself  bought  cattle  at  two  years  old,  57648. 
— But  breeding  was  more  profitable,  and  small  breeders 
could  breed  cattle  more  cheaply  than  it  could  be  done 
on  a large  scale,  57649. — A man  who  grazed  a twenty- 
five  acre  farm  would  get  so  small  a profit  that  he  could 
not  live  on  it ; witness  did  not  think  he  could  live  on 
a fifty -acre  farm  entirely  devoted  to  grazing,  even  if 
Yer®  proportionately  larger  than  at  present, 
57651.  If  lie  had  an  acre  or  two  suitable  for  tillage, 
and  could  thus  provide  for  the  wants  of  himself  and 
us  family  it  could  be  done,  57652-3.— If  all  the  small 

farmers  were  to  start  breeding  there  would  be  no  market 
for  their  stock,  57650,  57712.— And  if  they  depended  on 
grazing  alone  they  could  not  live,  57651.— Witness 
had  seen  one  or  two  of  the  farms  that  had  been  split 
up,  and  they  were  carried  on  just  as  the  graziers 
managed  their  land,  57654— Whether  a man  with 

r C-re-S  C°U}dy  do,  tlle  ,&ame  depended  on  the  effect 

£7M6  Thl"  °L  T*  wo?Ii lllve  »”  tlw  P'-«»  «f  stock, 
57656.— The  abolition  of  the  grazier  would  lower  the 

to  carry  on  the  stock  trade  of  Galway,  57682  —If  I 
man  was  under  an  annuity  for  improvements  made  on 

IT"1  fb’V  t16  ,Stat<t  he,  'musfc  meet  that  annuity 
£ori?+r 5n’  r he  had  oaPital>  must  often  he 

forced  to  sell  at  a low  price,  57679— Nothing  could 
be  done  in  grazing  without  capital,  57678-81  —In  com 

5as  tlmththPSTa!1  th,6  ]?rg*  -1lolder  the  difference 
was  that  the  larger  man  had  capital,  which  would  en- 

SliTa*?  “d  of  being  forced, to  ill ; 

that  larger  graziers  were  also  essential,  57682. 
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Co-operative  Grazing. 

If  four  men  got  twenty-five  acres  of  grass  land  each 
there  was  nothing,  from  a trade  point  of  view  to 
prevent  their  knocking^  down  the  fences,  and  renting 
the  100  acres  as  a joint  holding,  57661-2,  57668 

57660. — But  it  would  be  unworkable,  57661-2 It 

would  be  difficult  to  adjust  the  number  of  cattle  put 
on  by  each  owner  if  they  were  of  different  a»es  57^3 
7.— If  this  .plan  were  adopted  you  would°  have  six 
graziers  instead  of  twelve,  57676. — The  sons  of  the 
graziers  would  probably  get  the  right  to  put  cattle  on 
the  farm,  57683. — It  might  lead  to  one  man  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  capital  getting  all  the  Land 
57684— This  might  happen  with  the  present  grazier*’ 
57685.-6— But  as  a fact  it  did  not,  57687— Because 
they  stocked  their  own  land,  57689. 

Common  Grazing. 

Witness  objected  to  grazing  in  commons,  57690  — 
Every  man  should  have  control  over  his  own  holding 
and  work  it  separately,  57691— The  plan  was  fol- 
lowed in  Roscommon  at  present ; many  grass  farms 
were  let  for  six  months’  grazing  every  year,  and  no 
one  had  difficulty  in  getting  grass  at  a reasonable 
price. 

Rents  of  Grazing  Land. 

If  the  price  of  stock  were  cut  down  it  might  not 
extinguish  the  gnaziers,  as  rents  would  go  down  in 
proportion,  57658. — Rent  w.as  a very  important  fac- 
tor, 57659— For  the  last  ten  years  Roscommon 
graziers  had  held  their  own,  57716— They  were  con- 
tent with  .paying  the  present  rents,  .and  were  able  to 
live  and  support  their  families,  57717— There  may 
have  been  applications  for  reductions ; some  rents 
were  higher  than  others,  57718— Rents  had  gone 
“.own  within  the  last  twenty  years,  57669— Bnt  for 
the  past  ten  years  they  had  been  steady,  57670-1- 
New  rents  were  too  high,  hut  the  rent  of  land  that 
had  been  m the  same  occupation  for  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  years  was  fairly  reasonable ; witness  only  spoke 
from  his  own  experience,  'but  he  thought  good  land 
w,as  dear ; people  might  give  too  much  for  land  taken 
y^r,  or  on  the  eleven  months’  system,  57719. 
—Witness  had  his  own  farm  for  the  same  price  he 
had  paid  five  or  ten  years  ago ; the  farm  he  occupied 
was  large ; it  was  taken  in  1883,  and  had  gone  down 
■since  then  a pound  .an  acre  ; it  was  taken  at  £2  5s., 
and  was  now  at  £1  6s.  or  £1  7s.  ; no  reduction  had 
been  made  during  the  last  ten  years,  57672— He  had 
held  the  land  as  a yearly  tenant,  57673-4— There  was 
aio  judicial  rent,  57675. — He  paid'  less  than  30s.  an 
-acre  now  for  his  land,  but  it  was  only  for  six  months 
•m  the  year  that  he  gave  that ; in  tbe  winter  it  would 
probably  be  half  that  amount,  57710— He  did  not 
pay  less  in  the  winter,  but  it  took  less  stock  in  the 
winter,  57711. 

Stock  Grazed  by  Witness. 

Witness  had  no  rule  .as  to  the  number  of  animals 
an  acre  would  maintain,  57707— The  best  part  of  file 
RW7noW'  n Probably  have  a beast  for  every  two  acres, 
or/08.  It  was  difficult  to  make  an  average  for  the 
year ; changes  of  stock  often  took  place,  57711. 

Payment  of  Herds. 

Witness  paid  his  herds  in  kind,  57721— He  gave 
them  so  many  “ sums  ” ; a sum  of  cattle  was  a cow 
ana  a half ; the  usual  thing  in  Galway  was  to  give 
grazing  and  hay  for  a cow,  an  acre  for  every  fifty 
acres  of  land  that  the  man  minded,  57722-3.— One 
Puf:  ro11*  stock  had  cash  in  lieu  of  grazing, 
rtlW®  llerds  ronted  their  land,  57722— Witness 
tnought  they  were  very  well  off,  57725-6— They  had 
calves  and  poultry,  land  many  of  them  young  stock 
and  .a  pig,  57726. — When  these  animals  were  saleable 
they  sold  them  for  cash  ; the  herds  worked  practioally 
!^2lenlln“ 12113  tte  small  farmers  of  Roscommon, 
°/  ,,  o'750-— Witness  never  heard  that  they  went  to 
sliop keepers  for  long  credit,  57728-9— The  herds  sold 
stock  in  May 'and  November,  and  generally  had  pigs 
to  sell,  57730— Witness  thought  a herd  on  a good 
.farm  was  just  as  well  off  .as  a small  farmer,  57731  — 
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The  herd  was  not  occupied  all  day  on  witness’s  busi- 
ness, 57734. — His  family  was  there,  57733. — The  herd 
employed  by  witness,  and  who  had  four  acres  of  land, 
cultivated  half  an  acre  and  grazed  the  rest,  57732. 
— If  the  land  were  divided  the  grazier  would  lose  his 
occupation,  and  was  entitled  to  compensation,  57735. 
—He  had  nothing  else  to  fall  back  on,  and  would  be 
ruined  by  the  change,  57735-6.— It  was  quite  possible 
that  a man  now  having  600  acres  of  land  might  be 
left  without  any  Land  at  all,  57738. — Witness  had  a 
farm  that  had  •teen  held  by  him  for  twenty-five  years  ; 
owing  to  the  Land  Acts  the  landlord  had  changed  the 
agreement,  so  that  the  tenants  were  to  take  no  .advan- 
tage of  Land  Acts,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  a sub- 
stantial reduction  ; so  long  .as  the  landlord  retained 
the  land  his  tenants  were  no  worse  off  than  judicial 
tenants,  but  if  the  land  was  sold  they  were  excluded 
from  benefiting  by  the  Act,  57737.— Witness  would 
not  be  prepared  to  purchase  his  land  on  the  sixty- 
eight  years’  system  by  paying  for  that  time  an  an- 
nuity equal  to  his  present  rent ; it  would  be  too  long 
to  look  forward,  57739-40,  57744. — The  question  as  to 
whether  the  grazing  rent  paid  now  was  a fair  basis 
on  which  to  found  a purchase  agreement  depended  on 
the  number  of  years’  purchase,  57741.— Witness  would 
not  pay  27-30  years’  purchase,  57742.— Twenty  years’ 
purchase  of  an  ordinary  grazing  rent  would  be  fair, 
57743,  57745,  57750,  57752. — As  a typical  grazier  of 
Roscommon,  he  said  anything  like  thirty  years  would 
be;  absurd,  57746-7. — Graziers  did  not  like  being  left 
without  a livelihood,  but  if  they  were  left  to  pur- 
chase up  to  the  limit  in  the  Act,  say,  £7,000  worth  of 
land,  they  would  be  prepared  to  surrender  the  rest 
of  it,  57748. — They  did  not  object  to  fair  division  of 
grazing  lands,  and  would  be  satisfied  to  purchase 
what  was  not  suitable  for  tillage,  57748-9. 

Estimates  Founded  on  Valuation. 

Witness’s  rent  in  one  case  was  slightly  over  the 
valuation,  .and  in  the  other  slightly  under,  57751.— 
Valuation  was  but  little  test,  57754,  57756.— The  pur- 
chase price  should  'be  based,  not  on  valuation,  but 
actual  rent,  57755. — If  there  were  any  rule  for  ar- 
riving at  the  fair  price  of  land  they  had  an  interest 
in,  many  graziers  would  be  prepared  to  sell  that  inte- 
rest, 57756. — In  the  case  of  grazing  Land  the  tenants 
f-nd  landlord’s  interest  were  not  both  concentrated 
in  the  Landlord  ; in  the  case  of  a leasehold  farm  oc- 
cupied by  a grazier  he  would  have  an  interest  he 
might  wish  to  sell  to  the  Board  or  Commissionei's ; 
there  was  no  way  of  arriving  at  his  interest ; if  a 
farm  of  200  acres  at  a rent  of  £300  a year  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Board  and  then  sold  to  the  grazing 
tenant  his  rent  would  be  reduced  one-third  (io  £200), 
and  he  would  have  £100  more  interest  in  it  tlin.n  be- 
fore the  operations  of  the  Act ; if  he  were  to  sell  his 
interest  he  would  calculate  this  additional  interest  on 
his  farm,  57758. 


CROSBIE,  Mr.  DAVID  TALBOT- 

Sne  aho  v.  231. 

The  Rtver  Suck  Drainage  Charges. 

Witness  had  given  evidence  in  London  with  regard 
to  the  heavy  charges  on  occupiers  for  drainage  of  the 
River  Suck  ; it  would  be  a great  incentive  to  purchase 
if  the  drainage  changes  could  be  written  off  where 
landlords  sold  to  tenants,  57759. — The  charge  was 
very  heavy  ; the  landlord  paid  a portion,  57762. — 
And  the  tenant  paid  a share  in  addition  to  his  an- 
niiity,  57760. — He  had  to  pay  as  a tenant,  and  if  he 
became  a tenant- purchaser  the  drainage  charge  should 
greatly  increase  his  annuity,  57661.— The  charge  had 
been  paid  for  eleven  years,  which  witness  thought 
was  long  enough,  57664. — It  was  ,in  the  nature  of  a 
sinking  fund  to  pay  off  the  original  cost  of  drainage 
into  the  River  Suck  in  forty  years,  57763. — The  Royal 
Commission  on  Drainage  had  reported  that  though 
the  estimated  cost  of  draining  this  liver  was  £106,481. 
the  actual  cost  had  been  £200,000,  of  which  £50,000 
was  a free  grant  ;•  £13,000  charged  on  county  cess, 
and  £67,000  represented  the  increased  value  of  the 
lands,  while  over  £70,000  was  unfruitful  expendi- 
ture, falling  on  owners  of  Land  in  the  district ; thus 
only  one-third  of  the  expenditure  was  reproductive, 


CROSBIE,  Mr.  DAVID  TALBOT — continued. 

the  remaining  two-thirds  yielding  no  return,  and  re- 
presenting an  annuity  of  £6,000  a year  on  the  in- 
habitants of  a poor  district,  57764. — This  expenditure, 
having  failed  to  benefit  the  people,  should  be  borne 
by  the  State,  as  under  the  old  codes  of  1842  and  1863, 
57764-5. — The  people  during  eleven  years  had  already 
paid  off  the  annuity  on  the  part  that  was  reproduc- 
tive, 57766. — Further  payments  should  cease,  as  an 
incentive  to  purchase  of  Land  by  tenants,  57764, 

C-rmerr  1 J > t 


SATCHWELL,  Mr.  HERBERT. 


Plan  op  Cattle  Raising  Followed  by  Witness.  . 

Witness  was  a member  of  tlie  Irish  Cattle  Traders’ 
and  Stockowners’  Association,  giving  evidence  at  .the 
request  of  the  Commission,  57768-9.— He  resided  at 
Creggs,  in  County  Galway,  just  outside  Roscommon, 
and  had  some  farms  in  Roscommon,  57770. — He 
tilled  a large  amount  of  land,  and  stall-fed  cattle, 
57770a. — 'Witness’s  farm  consisted  of  over  500  acres 
Irish,  and  he  tilled  sixty  to  ninety  acres  every  year, 
aooording  to  the  size  of  the  fields  which  fell  in  ; with 
the  produce  lie  fed  cattle  and  sheep  on  his  farm, 
57771. — He  sometimes  had  200  beasts  stall-fed  in  a. 
year,  57864. — And  fattened  them  till  they  were  ready 
for  tlie  London  or  Dublin  market,  57772. — Witness 
had  some  cattle  on  his  land,  and  all  his  sheep,  57781. 
— But  also  bought  cattle  at  any  age  from  six  months 
to  three  years  old,  57773,  57782,  57853. — The  earliest 
■age  at  which  the  cattle  were  ready  for  the  butcher 
was  2£  years ; some  were  not  ready  till  three  years, 
57774,  57856. — Witness  when  he  bought  calves  did  not 
sell  them  .again,  but  kept  them  till  they  were  ready 
for  store  feeding,  57854. 

General  Practicability  op  this  Plan  for  Small. 

Farmers. 

Three  or  more  other  men  in  Roscommon  followed  the 
same  system  .as  witness,  57862. — It  was  not  general, 
and  witness  knew  no  one  in  Roscommon  who  stall-fed 
as  many  as  25  beasts,  57863. — It  would  not  be  suitable 
to  tlie  average  small  farmer  in  Ireland,  for  the  farmer 
of  twenty  acres,  57865.— A man  with  thirty  acres 
might  be  able  to  keep  his  stock  till  it  was  ready  for 
the  Meath  buyer,  but  it  was  unlikely,  as  he  would 
have  a succession  to  keep  up,  57857.— As  the  acreage 
of  the  farm  was  increased  this  system  was  more  suit- 
able, 57858. — But  a man  with  forty  acres  would  only 
be  able  to  practise  the  system  in  a very  small  way, 
57777.— On  twenty-five  acres  it  would  be  impossible, 
57784-5. — It  could  'be  done  in  a small  way  on  fifty 
acres,  but  the  farmer  would  require  more  capital 
than  on  an  ordinary  farm,  57787. — A tillage  farmer 
had  to  invest  much  money  on  implements,  etc.,  57788. 
— If  a man  had  a thirty  or  forty-acre  farm  he  would, 
have  a horse  or  two,  and  some  sheep  and  young  cattle, 
57778-9. 


Necessity  tor  Large  Grazing  Farms. 

A large  grazier  was  required  to  buy  up  store  cattle 
from  the  smaller  farmers,  57779.— The  Scotch  and 
English  buyers  would  not  buy  cattle  direct  from  the 
farmer  in  small  numbers,  57780. — If  the  glaziers  dis- 
appeared there  would  not  be  the  same  market  for  store 
cattle,  as  the  graziers  commonly  bought  young  cattle 
in  small  numbers,  kept  them  six  months' to  improve, 
and  then  sold  them  to  the  Scotch  and  English  buyers 
m lets  of  twenty  or  twenty-five,  which  gave  the  buyer 
less  trouble,  and  ensured  a more  uniform  class  "of 
cattle,  57780,  57794— If  buyers  could  not  get  Irish 
cattle  in  suitable  numbers  they  would  make  an  effort 
to  get  Canadian  oattle,  which  would  ruin  the  small 
holder,  57780.— -Buyers  did  sometimes  take  cattle 
young  and  in  small  numbers,  57795,  57797,  57810.  - 
But  some  buyers  would  take  them  at  1|  years  old, 
57796.— And  some  at  2J,  years  old,  57798.—  Scotch 
buyers  said  that  oattle  at  years  old,  which  stiU' 
had  their  calf  teeth,  fattened  best,  57881. 

Breeds  of  Cattle. 

Witness  preferred  cross  of  tlie.  Roscommon  heifer’ 
with  the  Aberdeen-Angus  breed,  though  practical 
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men  were  divided  as  to  the  merits  of  the  polled  Angus 
and  the  cross  of  the  Hereford,  57814. — He  sometimes 
got  good  calves  from  Kerry,  Cork,  and  the  South, 
57844. — Witness  could  not  compete  with  the  Scotch 
finisher,  57812. — If  he  bought  his  calves,  57818. 

Graziers’  Profits,  &c. 

Witness  thought  that  the  grazing  trade  had  been 
more  steady  for  the  last  ten  years  than  previously ; 
it  had  been  better  especially  during  the  last  four  or 
five  years ; but  the  graziers  had  never  recovered  from 
their  losses  in  1879,  57845-6. — Witness  could  give  no 
opinion  as  to  whether  Roscommon  graziers  were  much 
in  debt,  57847-9. — Any  prospect  of  the  admission  of 
Canadian  cattle  created  a kind  of  panic ; of  this 
there  was  an  example  eighteen  months  previously ; 
the  price  of  wool  also  had  been  better  the  last  three 
years,  and  the  market  steadier,  57851. — It  was  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  Government  regulations  as  to  im- 
port of  oattle  which  produced  uncertainty  as  to  price. 
57852. 


not  so  much  as  was  paid  by  his  father,  and  witness 
himself  had  not  had  it  so  long  as  the  grazing  faPm 
57831.— The  present  rental  of  the  grazing  farm  w ’ 
30s.  an  acre ; witness  had  had  better  land  at  £2  an 
acre,  which  proved  to  be  the  cheapest  land  he  held  • 
but  it  had  been  bought  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  witness  had  at  once  relinquished  it ; wit- 
ness  had  had  .it  from  Sir  Nicholas  O’Connor’  who 
was  a middleman,  when  it  belonged  to  Captain  Caul- 
field French,  57837.— Witness  h.ad  been  well  treated' 
and  allowed  to  keep  the  land  for  grazing  for  six 
months ; it  was  now  set  for  grazing  to  the  poor  of  the 
neighbourhood,  57837. — Witness’s  rent  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Board  was  much  above  valuation,  57840 
— He  paid  rates  and  taxes  on  the  home  farm,  but  not 
cn  the  outside  farms,  57842.— He  did  not  know  what 
was  the  valuation  of  the  outside  farms,  57841  — 
Therefore,  when  he  said  lie  would  be  willing  to  give 
twenty  or  twenty-two  years’  purchase  on  die  outside 
land,  if  he  could  also  buy  the  home  farm,  he  meant 
twenty  or  twenty-two  years’  purchase  without  deduc- 
tion for  rents  and  taxes,  57843. 


Letting  of  Grazing  by  the  Board. 

With  Tegard  to  letting  out  of  grazing  by  the . Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  witness  thought  it  a good  tem- 
porary measure,  as  it  was  an  advantage  to  the  poor  to 
get  grass  for  their  cattle,  57860. — Witness  was  sure 
the  Board  gave  it  always  to  the  deserving  poor,  but 
there,  was  always  a good  deal  of  complaint,  57859. — 
Grazing  was  to  be  had  more  cheaply  from  the  Board 
than  from  private  individuals,  but  it  would  be  better 
to  divide  the  lands  as  soon  as  possible  rather  than  let 
them  out  as  grazing,  so  that  every  man  should  own 
his  own  part,  and  know  what  to  do  with  .it,  57860-1. 


Glassification  of  Lands — Burning  Land. 

Witness  had  not  heard  Lord  Ashtowh’s  evidence  as 
to  the  classification  of  lands,  57799. — But  he  thought 
some  of  the  lands  in  Roscommon  were  unsuitable  for 
breaking  up,  not  being  very  suibable  for  tillage  ; the 
deep  clay  soil  was  best  suited  for  grazing,  57800-1.— 
While  better  crops  could  be  grown,  “ lively  ” light 
soil  was  generally  the  best ; this  soil  was  in 
mid-Roscommon,  at  Strokestown,  Elphin,  and  Boyle, 
and  round  about  Tulsk.  57802.— The  plains  of  Boyle 
were  rich  feeding  land,  57804. — And  where  the  sub- 
soil was  gravelly  it  would  not  be  too  damp  and 
heavy  to  break  up,  57805.— These  lands  were  formerly 
cultivated,  57806. — Burning  land,  as  formerly  prac- 
tised, ruined  the  soil,  57807-8. 


Land  Held  by  Witness. 

Witness  took  his  farm  yearly,  and  also  had  some 
land  on  the  eleven  montlis’  system,  57821.— He  now 
held  some  farms  his  father  had  sixty  years  before  ir 
yearly  takes  ; if  such  farms  were  taken  from  graziers 
they  should  have  compensation,  57822.— He  could  nof 
have  had  a twenty -one  years’  lease  on  the  Scotch  sys- 
tem whereby  land  taken  from  year  to  year  is  on  lease 
as  the  owners  did  not  like  the  plan,  57824.— There 
was  some  leasehold  land  in  Roscommon,  57825  —Wit 
ness  had  no  tenant-right  at  present,  but  was  to  be 
treated  by  the  Estates  Commissioners  in  the  same  wav 
as  judicial  tenants,  57826.-If  witness  got  a leosTol 

l"  'twen<5''<>,,e  3'“”  he  »>nld  not  hi 
filing  to  give  his  present  rent,  578M._It  would  no| 
be  s,  vahaile  to  him.  since  lends  in  Roscommon  wen 
“ I?1"*11'  *o  * mail  with  a residential  holding  « 
ta«sh.»ll,r,fcl  ai[,J  end  sell  in  October 
57835.  If  witness  had  the  offer  of  a twenty-six  years 
£ 1 1.8?:  *VCTO, of  the  1*  now  ffi  foTS 
Tf  :^ld  tak®  lfc f,b  that  rent  for  fifty  years,  57838- 
Tf  witness  were  able  to  purchase  the  farm  he  lived  or 

S hiS  °^ide  farms  *»  woi  in  <ZiS 

tion  with  it.  he  would  be  willing  to  give  twentv  m 

SSTBsES 

would  save  a good  deal  of  stall-feedi 0*^17827  ^ Th( 

57828  1TJ UnA0i  1 middline  ofes  only  577?6 

?“h,'d7V6’  ^-Wtn^tSAnS  on  win! 

twenty-four  pill?  Jh  ^ 

rent  as  at  first,  57829  57832  — He  £ 7 ? the 
th,  name  rent  as  .1,,®^,^ 


Land  Tenure  Discouraging  Building — Advantage 
of  Resident  Owners. 

Witness  would  like  to  see  land  broken  up  and 
divided  .among  industrious  young  men,  57779,  57789  _ 
Land  of  all  kinds,  but  especially  that  which  wag 
suited  for  tillage,  57791.— Good  grass  land  should  be 
divided  if  it  could  be  put  in  the  hands  of  residential 
owners.  57791. — If  people  lived  on  their  farms,  even 
large  farms,  things  would  be  better  for  the  country, 
and  the  labourers  would  be  attracted  back  from  the 
towns,  57866. — If  land  tenure  had  been  different  in 
the  past,  and  farmers  could  have  built  houses  for 
their  sons,  there  would  have  been  more  residential 
holdings,  and  <all  parties  would  have  been  benefited, 
57776.— The  agreements  .as  to  letting  being  from  year 
to  year  discouraged  building,  57776,  57822-3.— Wit- 
ness w.as  anxious  for  such  a system  os  should  pro- 
duce the  residence  of  owners  under  economic  oondi 
tions,  57792,  57866-7. 


GLYNN,  Mr.  THADDEUS. 


Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  nominated  by  the  Ballinasloe  District 
Uouncil  and  by  the  Fohanagh  branch  of  the  United 
Tocoh  K681  ^ e was  the  8011  of  * tenant  evicted  in 

, though  there  were  no  arrears  of  rent ; his  uncles 
5787QWere  evicted’  57868-— To  make  a grass  farm, 


jzi  vis  ions  of  Annagh,  Clonbrock, 


•rJ?  division  of  Annagh,  in  the  union  of  Mount 
-treuew  there  were  ninety-eight  families  on  holdings 
+ + j°Tn  )°  5s'-  ,and  nearly  2,462  acres  of  un- 

tenanted  land  ; in  the  parish  represented  by  witness 
• ,?  "were  eighty  families,  having  on  an  average 
gilt  or  te"  acres  at  a valuation  of  £2  to  £7  ; in  these 
pans  es  all  land  was  held  in  conacre,  and  paid  for 
• y money  from  America,  sent  by  children  of  tenants ; 
in  tne  Clonbrock  division  there  were  215  tenants  at 
valuations  of  £5  and  under,  and  only  eight  to  the 
value  of  £20,  also  held  in  conacre,  57870. 

Applications  to  Purchase. 

ion|Vt1' j1  implications  to  purchase  under  die  Art  of 
iff  , made  in  the  district,  but  these  were 

■ ,,  ’ . unless  on  condition  that  the  tenants  should 

miii.  r °W1!  fm'all  holdings,  and  no  sales  had  been 
T _ _~f  ruSeVi?ra\  k^ches  had  met,  and  had  petitioned 
Lord  Uonbrock,  Mrs.  Johnstone,  and  Mrs.  Mahon  to 
if  tJlr(>ugll  the  Commissioners  at  any  price 
pproved  by  the  Commissioners ; the  Commssioners, 
+..ever’  refused  unless  the  tenants  could  make 
iargain  with  the  landlords  ; Lord  Clon- 
brock  had  offered,  through  the  parish  priest,  to  sell  if 
i , twenty-two  years’  purchase  for  the  holdings, 
pi  . Tould  not  sell  the  grass  lands  except  to  the 
, . lssi oners,  and  then,  only  at  a sum  bringing  him 
if  ? net  income ; the  tenants  believed  that  any 
able  ^ oneII67870y  ^ ^otmmissioneirs  would  be  an  equit- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


DIGEST  QF  EVIDENCE  OF  VOL.  X. 


597 


GLYNN,  Mr.  THADDEUS — continwd. 

Lisxacreena. 

Tli©  -tenants  in.  the  village  of  Lisnacveena  had 
bought  holdings  under  the  Ashbourne  Act  in  1899  at 
18£  years’  purchase ; the  holdings  were  of  valuation 
from  £2  to  £6,  and  -in  three  oases  out  of  the  seventeen 
tenancies  over  £10;  in  the  same  district  were  three 
farms,  which,  if  compulsory  purchase  were  in  force, 
could  he  bought  and  distributed  among  the  congested 
tenants,  whose  ancestors  had  been  evicted  about  1855, 
from  an  estate  of  1,100  acres  ; the  tenants  could  not 
live  on  holdings  of  £2  to  £7,  57871. 

The  Usher  Estate. 

In  1899  Mr.  Usher  offered  sale  to  his  tenants  at  18£ 
years'  purchase,  but  when  the  Act  of  1903  came  in 
lie  wanted  twenty-five  years’  purchase ; it  had  now 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  for  eight 
months,  and  -Mr.  Arthur  Taylor,  the  arbitrator,  had  a 
letter  from  the  Estates  Commissioners,  and  also  from 
the  agent  of  Mr.  Usher,  stating  that  the  sale  was  not. 
yet  complete,  and  this  report  was  given  by  the  In- 
spector to  the  Board ; the  tenants  could  not  account 
for  the  arise  of  5£  years  between  1899  and  1903,  57871. 
— The  tenants  did  not  buy  at  18  g years  because  they 
were  expecting  increased  holdings ; they  were  con- 
gested, some  of  them  having  valuations  as  low  as  5s., 
and  thirteen  under  £5 ; these  were  tenants  who  in 
1850  and  1855  were  evicted  from  good  land,  and 
driven  to  the  bog  and  the  river  banks ; the  river  con- 
stantly destroyed  crops,  and  the  landlords  would  not 
clean  the  rivers ; witness  thought  the  Commissioners 
should  take  action  with  regard  to  drainage,  57873. 

Compulsory  Purchase. 

Witness  wished  the  Commissioners  to  report  that 
there  was  no  remedy  against  landlords’  unwillingness 
to  sell  except  compulsory  purchase,  57871. 


I-ITBBETT,  Mr.  T.  B. 


Evils  op  the  Grazing  System. 

Witness  lived  at  Kiloonnell,  County  Galway  ; was 
a shopkeeper  with  a licence,  57874,  57877-8. — He  had 
eighty-five  acres  of  laud,  57938. — He  farmed  100  acres 
of  land,  57875,  57880.  57909,  57938.— And  managed 
2,000  acres  for  a friend,  57876,  57884,  57909. — Wit- 
ness wished  to  give  evidence  as  to  the  evils  of  the 
grazing  system  and  its  consequence,  congestion,  57878- 
9. — Grazing  land  for  the  raising  of  store  cattle  was 
only  suitable  to  -a  sparsely  populated  district,  57878. 
— And  letting  or  hiring  of  grass  lands  wanted  for 
cultivation  was  politically  immoral ; congestion 
always  followed  grazing  in  Ireland  where  former 
owners  of  land  had  lien  evicted  from  good  land, 
which  was  now  used  for  grazing,  and  transferred  to 
miserable  patches  of  worthless  land,  57879. 

Cattle. 

The,  grazing  system  produced  cattle  inferior  to 
those  raised  by  small  holders ; they  wc-re  badly  fed 
and  housed  during  the  winter,  and  taken  to  market 
in  poor  condition,  with  the  result  that  they  were  left 
to  be  sold  .at  low  prices  at  the  end  of  the  fair  or  mar- 
ket, while  the  small  holder’s  cattle  were  sold  imme- 
diately at  from  3s.  to  4s.  per  cwt.  live  weight  more 
than  the  grazier's  stock  ; the  Connaught  grazier  was 
content  with  a very  small  profit  for  his  six  months 
keep  of  cattle,  57879. 

Deterioration  op  Land. 

The  greater  number  of  graziers  failed  to  repair 
fences,  clean  watercourses,  or  effect  drainage  ; in  many 
cases  they  received  money  from  the  landlord  for  these 
purposes,  hut  the  landlord  was  indifferent  as  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  money,  57879.— Graziers  allowed 
weeds,  thistles,  and  furze  to  spread  over  the  land, 
57879,  57917.— There  were  many  more  weeds  on  un- 
tenanted than  on  tenanted  land,  57917. — Consequently 
more  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  grazing  .farms  m Con- 
naught were  useless  to  king  or  country,  57879. 


HIBBETT,  Mr.  T.  B. — continued. 

Hard  Bargains  by  Graziers. 

The  glazier’s  one  idea  was  to  work  the  land  with 
as  little  outlay  .as  possible,  57879. — And  to  drive  as 
hard  bargains  as  he  could,  57879. — Everyone  tried  to 
drive  good  bargains,  57919. — But  graziers  more  than 
oilier  people,  57920. — Shopkeepers  made  hard  bar- 
gains, 57921. 

Labour — Deterioration  of  Labourers. 

Graziers  hardly  gave  any  employment  to  the 
labourer,  57879. — The  example  of  graziers  had  to  a 
large  extent  altered  the  habits  of  the  peasantry  from 
thrift  and  industry  to  sloth  and  negligence,  57879, 
57913a. — This  characterised  all  classes,  shopkeepers 
among  others,  though  there  were  individual  excep- 
tions, 57915-6. 

Grazing  Destructive  of  Trade. 

The  worst  towns  for  business  were  those  situated 
in  grazing  districts  where  the  finest  store  cattle  were 
fed ; Templemore  and  Louglirca.  were  examples  of 
this ; except  on  fair  days  these  towns  were  almost 
deserted,  being  without  trade,  labour,  or  traffic,  and 
troops  of  Irish  Constabulary  in  Lougluea  guarding 
the  Glanrioarde  rent  offices  made  the  town  like  a. 
camp,  57879. — Ballinasloe  was  not  exactly  a grazing 
centre,  57933. — Though  grazing  prevailed  round  it, 
57934. — 'But  it  was  not  a good  business  town  since  the 
evictions,  which  had  virtually  ruined  it,  57935. — The 
graziers,  since  they  made  very  small  profits,  if  they 
were  to  continue  in  business  must  economise  in  every 
way,  and  could  therefore  be  of  no  benefit  to  the 
country,  57979. 

Grazing  in  the  Barony  op  Longford. 

The  barony  of  Longford,  in  East  Galway,  was  the 
least  remunerative  district  in  all  Connaught  (and 
possibly  in  all  Ireland)  ; though  it  was  the  most  fer- 
tile and  the  highest  rated ; its  soil  w.as  rich,  and 
suited  for  any  agricultural  purpose,  yet  its  99,000 
acres  were  all  grazed  or  in  the  hands  of  graziers ; its 
population  at  the  present  time  was  13,000  or  under, 
while  in  1841  it  was  over  33,000 ; the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  houses  since  1841  was  58-75,  or  3,283,  and 
the  number  of  evictions  had  been  greater  than  in  any 
harony  in  Galway ; after  the  evictions  trade  disap- 
peared from  Eyrecourt  and  from  the  market  of  Bal- 
linasloc  ; agriculture  ceased,  and  labour  was  but  little 
employed  ; this  was  true  of  Connaught  in  general, 
57979. 


Abolition  of  Grazing  will  not  Injure  Stock- 
raising. 

It  was  stated  that  if  the  randies  were  acquired  by 
Government,  and  the  eleven  months’  grazing  system 
abolished,  that  the  number  and  value  of  cattle  pro- 
duced would  decline  ; this  was  absurd  ; if  a farm  of 
100  acres  were  grazed  it  would  oavry  thirty  cattle  and 
eighty  ewes ; if  this  were  divided  into  four  holdings 
of  twenty-five  acres,  eacli  holding  would  carry  one 
horses,  two  cows,  three  two-year-old  oattle,  three 
calves,  and  twenty  sheep,  while  the  holder  would  till 
five  acres  .and  meadow  live  acres  ; thus  the  number  of 
cattle  would  not  be  diminished  by  the  change  ; on  the 
five  acres  of  tillage  each  holder  could  grow  two  acres 
of  oats,  two  acres  of  potatoes,  and  one  acre  of  tur- 
nips ; wlialever  the  price  of  store  cattle  the  small 
holder  would  find  it  most  profitable  to  store- feed  bis 
cattle ; his  two  acres  of  oats  would  produce  two  tons 
of  oatmeal  for  this  purpose,  and  one  acre  of  potatoes, 
seventeen  tons  of  food  for  stock  ; this  with  a ton  of 
turnips  and  a ton  of  hay  would  supply  food  for  fat- 
tening eight  oattle  and  some  pigs,  57879,  57930. — 
Any  beast  in  fair  condition  could  be  fattened  with 
three  stones  of  turnips  and  meal  cooked,  together 
with  a stone  of  turnips  and  a stone  of  hay  daily  for 
ninety  days,  57879,  57921-2.— This,  allowing  £5  5s. 
for  fattening  each  beast,  would  bring  the  profits  of 
fattening  eight  beasts  to  £42  8*.  4rZ.  ; two  tons  of  oat- 
meal were  worth  £18.  seventeen  tons  of  turnips  £22 
13.i.  Ail  ; one  ton  of  turnips  10s. ; one  ton  of  hay  £1 
5s.,  57879.— The  fattening  would  continue  from  No- 
vember to  April,  during  five  months,  57926-7. — A 
boast  would  consume  varying  quantities  of  food  per 
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HIBBETT,  Mr.  T.  B. — continued. 

month,  according  to  tire  nature  of  the  food,  57927. — 
Witness  would  not  give  them  turnips,  57928-9. — But 
three  stone  of  potatoes  and  meal  cooked  with  turnips 
daily  for  five  months,  57932. 

Capital  Needed  fob  Stall-feeding. 

Witness  thought  a forty-acre  farm  could  he  fur- 
nished with  buildings  and  implements  for  oattle- 
fimshing  for  £150  to  begin  with,  57890.— If  a tenant’s 
son  got  a new  farm  his  father  would  give  him  some 
money,  and  possibly  he  might  get  a ten-pound  note 
from  -America,  and  for  the  remainder  might  borrow 
from  the  hank,  57888. 

Land  Suitable  for  Tillage. 

Witness  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Doran  or  Mr. 
Taylor  about  land  suitable  for  tillage;  Mr.  Doran 
said  that  some  lands  in  Meath  were  too  good  for  til- 
lage. 57891. — In  'Galway  he  would  recommend  tillage 
of  any  land  which  would  grow  wheat,  57892.— He 
would  utilise  clay  land,  57892,  57893.— Heavy  clay 
would  give  good  crops  if  properly  tilled  ; tillage  made 
land  more  porous,  57894— Witness  himself,  from  his 
experience,  knew  that  to  till  land  made  it  more  easy 
to  handle,  57896  — No  soil  in  Ireland  was  incapable 
of  tillage,  57897-8. 

Land  Available  for  Tillage. 

Witness  thought  that  there  was  quite  -more  than 
enough  land  now  let  on  the  eleven  months’  system  for 
all  congests  in  Galway,  57879— But  he  only  lenew 
from  observation  how  many  acres  were  available  in 
Galway,  57901. — Nor  had  he  figures  as  to  the  ap- 
plications from  congests  in  Galway,  57901a— Nor 
the  number  of  tenants’  sons  wishing  for  land,  57902. 

But  it  was  possible  to  know  these  things  without 
going  into  figures,  57905-8. 

Grass  Land  Held  by  Witness. 

Witness^  himself  managed  2,000  .acres  of  grazing 
land  and  held  100  .acres  of  grass,  57875-6,  57909-10  — 
ne  himself  made  money  out  of  a system  he  con- 
demned,  57912.— -He  and  lus  friend  were  as  bad  as 
the  others,  57883-4— Witness  did  not  till  his  land, 
*}}  fit  to  till,  57882— And  .because  he 
was  waiting  for  the  new  era,  57883-4— Also  because 
there  w>as  not  sufficient  labour  available,  57887,  57922 

stand  ndvr0tllv  j 6mziers  did  not  under- 

stand tillage  57886— He  did  not  say  he  knew  noth 
mg  about  tillage,  57925— Until  the  new  era  lme  it 

- H £°  f66**  land  under  6nass.  57885. 

! ? were  broken  up  and  house  built  there 

would  soon  be  sufficient  labour,  57887— Witness 

57937  He  ZTLgl'?r*  ,land’  was  not  a g^iS 
'^^nghte.ghty-five  acres,  which  be 
§7937  42  tt  S a’11  eleven  months’  grazier 

^ to  the  . ]«5  “S 

Grazing  by  Resident  Owners  not  an  Evil 
The  difference  between  -a  yearly  tenant 

Hr  ns  rd  to  “ «"3d 

If- ’XT'  “• 

owners,  if  necessary  57940. ^i  r,  ’ or1.h7  their 

Hr 

able  extent,  or  if  there  we.i  t°  an  nnreason- 
the  district,  their  land  mist  hf”*1  C^>n^st,ion  in 
State,  57870.  “ **q™*ed  by  the 

Price  of  Grass  Lands. 

is  rSxers 
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persons  knowing  the  land,  and  appointed  hv  a. 
Oommissionei-s,  57951— Witness  would  have  L il 
satisfied  with  tlie  decision  of  such  persons  ever,  ’t 
the  price  fixed  were  less  than  the  value  of  the 
57952— This  might  or  might  not  be  fair  57953  _W' 
would  not  give  .an  .opinion  .as  to  whether  it  were 

S",  57954.™  to  is  price  ot  ®°°d!  “ 


FINNERTY,  Mr.  MARTIN. 


Witness’s  Holding. 

Witness  lived  about  seven  miles  from  Athene 
57964— And  farmed  about  60  acres,  57965-6  —Of 
which  he  had  had  30  acres  always,  and  30  had  come  to 
him  from  the  division  of  a brother’s  land  58000  — 
Of  this  he  tilled  sometimes  three  and  sometimes  W 
acres,  57967-71-Of  the  original  30  acres  he  used  fo 
till  sometimes  four  or  five  acres,  58001 —A  man 
with  15  acres  might  till  as  much  as  a man  with  60 
acres  if  labour  was  scarce  in  the  country,  58003  — 
Witness’s  land  was  fairly  good,  57967.— He  erazed 
the  remainder  of  his  farm,  57972— And  had  his  own 
cattle,  selling  them  at  two  or  three  years  old  57973  — 
Witness  did  not  till  more  of  his  own  land,  because' it 
was  especially  good  for  grazing,  57999— He  intended 
to  till  more,  and  admitted  himself  wrong  not  to  till 
more,  58009— A man  who  had  to  live  out  of  his 
holding  could  not  break  much  land  at  a time,  58009. 

Compulsory  Powers. 

Witness  believed  a proper  settlement  of  the  country 
°“ected  without  compulsory  powers,  57974 
58040a— For  dealing  with  unreasonable  landlords! 
such  as  Lord  Clanricarde  and  Lord  Ashtown ; if  a 
landlord  here  and  there  refused  to  sell  it  caused  great 
discontent  among  the  tenants  who  were  thereby  de- 
barred from  purchasing  their  holdings,  as  their 
more  fortunate  neighbours  on  other  estates  had  done ; 
thousands  of  tenants  had  been  settled  by  Estates  Com- 
missioners, and  large  areas  of  untenanted  land  ac- 
quired and  distributed,  but  much  remained  to  be 
^ J 6 peasa'11ry’  s,eeinS  their  neighbours  settled 
n holdings  would  no  longer  be  content  to  see  their 
sons  emigrate,  57974. 

Prices  of  Land  for  Distribution. 

Even  Mords  who  were  waliflg  slll 
olten  asked  exorbitant  prices,  being  encouraged 
m this  by  competitive  prices  given  for  land 
.alter  satisfying  the  uneconomic  holders,  witness  per- 
ng  to  sell  often  asked  exorbitant  prices,  being  en- 
couraged  m this  by  competitive  prices  given  for  land 
Z shopkeepers,  who,  nevertheless,  often  ruined 
lo.xri  + eS  ^ land  speculation  ; if  tenants  were  given 
land  at  excessive  prices,  their  position  would  be  worse 
aij  q , "as  without  the  land  ; tenants  in  Galway 
3?  r Wlli,lne,  *<>  leave  the  questions  of  price  and 
Pv  l—f  ln  hands  of  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
W thf,lr  confidence,  57974— The  land  should 

ln„,1T^,red  1Q1'  the  tenants  at  a fair  price,  whether  the 
before  W61e  coL1,11  a financially  worse  position  than 
that  If  f ^ 5j041’  58043-4—- Witness  did  not  think 
tenaVt  +N1  eilajf  '?re  secured  at  a fair  price  to  the 
5804?  *4  jandlord  would,  in  fact,  suffer  loss,  58045, 
tion  58049  ,price  ,cfuld  he  arrived  at  by  calcula- 
slion’lrl  r,F+  ■ **  would  not  be  fair  that  landlords 
But  witi«m  ^°,re  than  their  net  income,  58047.— 
It  must  W n,ot  say  he  should  gefc  I058.  58049.- 
that  wLld  ?-ulaMd  ?n  the  number  0 f years’  purchase 
The  rl.b,llng  S®  “lord  a fair  income,  58050.- 
the  landWrlWeie  ,d,lere  and  must  have  tlie  land  and 
the  landlord  must  bear  a certain  loss,  58044. 

Distribution  of  Grass  Lands. — Migrants  from  a 
Distance,  etc. 

fJffia  Pldce  were  offered  by  the  Commissioners 
it  °f  G'^w.ay  witness  thought  that 

Deri??  JetdlStnbuted  to  local  applicants  with  es- 
holders  in  th»nm-n§v  58010— Firstly,  to  uneconomic 
tW  lLlr  th  neighbourhood  for  the  enlargement  of 
then  holdings,  58011— If  there  was  large  land  enough 
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after  satsfying  the  uneconomic  holders,  witness  per- 
sonally would  not  mind  the  introduction  of  migrants, 
but  he  thought  there  would  be  a tendency  to  oppose 
the  inroads  of  outsiders,  58012. — There  would  be  little 
loom  for  migrants  after  enlarging  uneconomic  hold- 
ings in  the  locality,  58013-4.— On  Sandford-H ill’s 
Estates  there  was  only  five  or  six  acres  left  after  en- 
larging the  small  holdings,  58015. — If  land  were  avail- 
able witness  would  not  be  averse  to  bringing 
in  congests  from  Connemara  if  they  knew  how 
to  work  the  land,  but  a fisherman  from  Done- 
gal was  not  suitable  for  ia  holding  in  Con- 
naught, 58016. — A Donegal  man,  who  wias  not 
a fisherman,  might  be  a good  tenant,  58017. — 
A man  coming  from  a distance  to  a hostile  territory 
would  be  much  handicapped ; it  would  be  easier  for  a 
man  who  had  brothers  in  the  neighbourhood  to  make 
a start,  58018. — Other  people  might  object  to  these 
migrants,  58019. — They  had  witness’s  sympathy,  58020. 
— Something  must  be  done  for  them,  and  he  would  not 
advocate  emigration,  58021-24. — There  were  selfish 
people  everywhere,  58025. — He  could  hardly  say 
whether  local  hostility  to  migrants  would  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  Estates  Commissioners  relieving  con- 
gestion in  the  western  areas  by  introduction  of  con- 
gests into  Galway,  58027. — He  would  not  blame  the 
man  who,  by  opposing  their  introduction,  should  con- 
demn the  poor  of  Western  Galway  to  remain  in  their 
wretched  holdings,  58039. — Farmers’  sons  who  would 
have  to  go  to  America  if  they  got  no  land  had  as  good 
a claim  to  grass  lands  as  anyone,  57974,  58026. — 
Farmers’  sons  who  wanted  land  for  themselves  would 
object  to  migrants  from  Connemara,  58082-3. — It 
would  naturally  be  felt  that  the  farmers’  sons  should 
be  satisfied  first,  58085. — And  the  welcome  of  the 
migrants  would,  at  any  rate,  not  be  warm,  58085.— 
An  argument  in  favour  of  breaking  up  grass  lands  was 
that  uneconomic  holdings  must  be  enlarged,  58032.— 
This  view  was  held  by  all  fair-minded  persons,  58033. 
—But  everyone  could  not  have  enlarged  holdings,  and 
witness  would  give  them  first  to  uneconomic  holders 
and  then  to  young  people  from  the  neighbourhood, 
57974,  58035. — All  uneconomic  small  holders  must  first 
be  supplied,  58038. — From  whatever  locality  they 
came,  58037. — Witness  himself  would  not  draw  any 
line  between  local  applicants  and  migrants,  58036, 
58089-90,  58015. — If  the  needs  of  local  uneconomic 
holders  were  fairly  satisfied,  58091-3.— And  the  mi- 
grants not  too  numerous,  58091,  58107.— Witness,  if 
lie  were  satisfied  there  were  room  for  them,  would  use 
coincnUtince  to  c^scoul'age  hostility  towards  migrants, 
58106-9.— If  land  were  given  to  sons  of  tenants  it 
would  only  be  a temporary  remedy,  for  when  their 
sons  grew  up  there  would  be  no  land  for  them,  58028. 

But  when  the  land  question  was  settled  and  the 
country  settled  there  would  be  more  openings  for 
young  men  in  trade  and  manufacture,  58029,  58031. 
—If  the  land  question  were  not  settled  this  progress 
would  not  be  made,  58030. 


Action-  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

The  transactions  of  the  Board  in  Galway  had  no 
won  the  approval  of  the  public  or  the  interested  ten 
ants,  who  would  be  slowt  to  have  dealings  with  ther 
in  future,  though  the  landlords  had  good  reasons  t 
uke  them  on  account  of  the  high  prices  they  gave 
57974,  58100. — The  Board  was  hampered  by  bein 
UnTt  ei^rSe  holdings  of  over  £5  valuation,  5809E 
—If  this  difficulty  were  got  over  witness  still  woul 
not  wish  the  Board  to  operate  in  the  district,  as  th 
price  they  paid  was  exorbitant,  58095,  58100.— It  wa 
a hardship  that  tenants  of  the  Estates  Commissioner 
who  had  uneconomic  holdings  should  have  enlarge 
ments  and  their  neighbours,  under  the  Board,  be  diffei 
a't  ^rea^e^'  58096. — If  the  Board  gave  satisfactio 
in  Mavo  and  other  counties  it  was  very  likely  becaus 
the  Mayo  people  were  no  judges  of  land,  58102-3. 


only  for  tenanted  land,  but  for  grazing  land,  58054. — 
Moreover  they  grazed  the  land  for  three  years,  con- 
trary to  the  wish  of  the  tenants,  57974,  58067. — 
And  mismanaged  the  divisions,  so  that  a man  paid 
£23  for  an  enlargement  to  an  uneconomic  holding  ; 
the  land;  was  not  worth  half  that  price,  and  the  hold- 
ing, when  enlarged,  was  not  suitable  for  a man  to 
live  on  at  any  price,  58054. — There  were  many  un- 
economic holdings  on  the  estate,  58055-6. — But  there 
was  room  for  new  holdings,  58056. — The  Board,  after  a 
fight  with  the  local  committee,  improved  some  holdings, 
58057. — And  increased  some,  but  they  also  increased 
the  cost  to  the  tenants,  58058. — The  holdings  were  im- 
proved at  the  tenant’s  expense,  and  they  were  charged 
£2  an  acre  for  land  little  more  than  half  that  value, 
30  per  cent,  too  dear,  58058-9. — The  home  holdings  on 
which  the  tenants  lived  and  on  which  they  paid  the 
extra  three  years’  purchase  were  not  improved,  58061. 
— The  prices  on  the  grazing  farms  were  too  high, 
58062. — The  prices  of  the  tenanted  land  were  not  so 
extravagant,  but  it  did  not  matter  how  things  were 
mismanaged  if  tenants  had  to  pay  too  much  for  the 
divided  untenanted  land,  58063. — No  one  was  satis- 
fied but  the  landlord,  57974. — Witness  inspected  the 
holdings  and  found  them  much  too  deal,  57974,  58051. 
58094. — The  tenants  were  anxious  to  meet  their  liabili- 
ties, but  would  find  difficulty  in  so  doing,  and  bad 
times  might  drive  them  into  bankruptcy,  57974.— It 
was  said  that  prices  on  the  Kenny  and  Longwortli 
Estates  were  even  higher,  57974. 

The  O’Farreix-Don’s  Estate. 

The  O’Farrell-Don’s  Estate  was  purchased  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  within  six  months  the  land  was 
divided,  bouses  built,  the  tenants  taken  from  the  con- 
gested village  of  Cahernagarry  and  given  compact 
holdings  and  decent  houses  on  untenanted  lands  ; the 
old  holdings,  which  had  been  divided  into  small  plots, 
miles  apart,  were  re-divided,  and  the  tenants  remain- 
ing in  Cahernagarry,  were  benefited  almost  as  mucli  as 
those  who  were  migrated ; the  tenants  were  grateful 
and  hopeful  for  the  future  ; witness  would  like  to  see 
the  district  between  Ballinasloe  and  Portumna  settled 
in  this  manner,  57974. 

The  Tyaqtjixx  and  Colmanstown  Estates. 

Both  the  Tyaquinn  and  Colmanstown  Estates  were 
near  Dunsandle,  and  were  purchased  under  the  Ash- 
bourne Act ; in  Tyaquinn,  a Mr.  Richardson,  of  Dub* 
lin,  divided  the  grass  land  among  his  three  sons  for 
the  purpose  of  a purchase  ; in  Colmanstown,  900  Irish 
acres  had  been  purchased  by  the  Smythe  Brothers,  of 
Cootehill,  Co.  Cavan  ; all  these  were  absentee  land- 
lords, who  expended  no  money  in  the  locality ; 
Richardson  said  he  was  willing  to  sell,  but  declared 
himself  unable  to  do  so  until  legislation  was  enacted 
to  facilitate  the  sale  of  lands  paying  an  annuity  to 
the  Irish  Land  Commission  ; the  Smythe  Brothers  held 
300  acres  in  Dun  more,  and  also  large  tracts  of  grazing 
land  in  County  Cavan ; the  tenants  at  Colmanstown 
were  almost  confined  to  pieces  of  cutaway  bog,  and 
other  estates  adjoining  had  no  hope  of  enlargements 
except  from  ia  division  of  the  Colmanstown  lands  ; 
the  position  of  the  Tvaquinn  tenants  was  even  worse, 
57974. 


The  Dunsandle  Estate. 

On  the  Dunsandle  Estate,  on  which  witness  lived. 
58086. — There  were  no  difficulties  about  division,  it 
was  carried  out  by  arrangement  between  tenants  and 
landlord,  58088. — There  was  no  question  of  appro- 
priating land  to  evicted  tenants  from  another  estate 
on  the  Dunsandle  land,  58097-8. — The  Dunsandle 
tenants  purchased  the  grass  land  on  that  estate, 
57974. 

The  Woodlawn  Estate. 


Action  of  the  Boaud  with  regard  to  the  Benmore 
Estate. 

The  Board  purchased  the  Benmore  Estate  over  the 
heads  of  the  tenants,  and,  without  consulting  the 
tenants,  gave  the  landlord  three  years’  purchase  more 
that  the  tenants  had  been  prepared  to  offer,  57974, 
58042. — The  Board  bought  without  the  approval  of 
the  tenants  who  had  been  bargaining  direct  with  the 
lancUovd,  58053-4. — And  paid  an  exorbitant  price  not 


Witness  thought  his  evidence  diould  gain  weight 
from  the  fact  that  he  had  been  appointed  by  the 
tenants  of  Lord  Aslit own’s  Woodlawn  Estate  to  state 
their  grievances ; Lord  Ashtown  had  said  he  was 
willing  to  sell,  but  had  assembled  his  tenants  only  to 
trifle  with  them  ; ho  held,  outside  his  demesne  lands 
and  near  Woodlawn,  near  3,000  Irish  acres  of  grazing 
land  and  the  demesne  consisted  of  about  1,000 ; Lord 
Ashtown  had  stated  that  these  were  grazing  lands  of 
ancient  standing,  57974. — But  within  the  memory  of 
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men  of  sixty  there  had  been  160  evictions  on  the  pro- 
perty, 57974-5. — Later  on  there  were  seven  sub- 
sequent evictions,  six  of  which  were  recent ; 
the  160  evicted  families  were  taken  in  by 
Lord  Clanoarty,  whose  estate  was  recently  sold 
but  their  holdings  were  -uneconomic,  57975-6. 
—And  no  grazing  land  was  available  for  their 
enlargement,  57975. — The  holdings,  were  £7  or  £8 
valuation,  but  where  the  land  was  not  good  even  £10 
valuation  was  not  sufficient,  57977. — They  would  not, 
in  any  part  of  the  country,  be  considered  sufficient 
unless  the  tenant  got  help  from  America  or  England, 
57978. — Witness  thought  that  if  Lord  Ashtown’s 
ranches  were  acquired  these  Clanricarde  tenants  should 
have  a share  in  the  distribution,  57975. 

The  Woodlawn  Estate. — Congestion,  etc. 

There  were,  on  Lord  Ashtown’s  Estate,  forty-seven 
tenants  whose  Poor  Law  valuation  was  less  than  £15, 
of  these,  thirty-eight  were  under  £10  valuation,  and 
seventeen  were  under  £5,  all  these  were  working  their 
own  land,  58004.  8 

Employment. 

There  were  only  fourteen  of  these  forty-seven 
uneconomic  tenants  who  were  employed  by  Lord 
Ash  town,  57983-4  , 57986-7,  57993.— Lord  Ash- 
town  had-  stated  that  the  tenants  derived  great 
benefit  from  employment  given  by  him,  57983. 
—And  witness  did  not  deny  that  lie  em- 
ployed others  of  his  tenants  who  were  not  sons  of 
uneconomic  holders,  57986. — But  only  fourteen  persons 
living  on  uneconomic  holdings  were  employed,  57984- 
7.— Witness  could  not  say  how  many  sons  of  an  age  to 
‘these  forty-seven  uneconomic  tenants  had, 
57987a,  57988. — The  holders  themselves  would  have  no 
time  to  work  for  'Lord  Ashtown,  57989.— If  a man  had 
an  economic  holding  of  £500  it  would  take  all  his 
time,  if  he  were  a good  worker,  to  cultivate  his  own 
S a?d  ]ie  w°uId  require  a man  to  help  him, 
ale,,0'  n an  wllo  had  an  uneconomic  holding  and 
also  worked  as  a labourer  would  be  better  off  if  he 
hokW  Sr1'®1'  Smce,his  P°sition  as  “ uneconomic 
57991-3 Wlt  l °°casi°nal  employment  was  so  insecure, 

Wages. 

• The.S-e  ni®n  efmPloyed  by  Lord  Ashtown,  with  the 
Damage  by  Game. 

joSf  L"d  Grants  were  much  iu- 

Uit,  LJ&eyvBras; 

the  crons  57QRP  Ti,m„  i,  i , JU  Hie  nigut  to  eat 

Desteucxion-  or  Domestic  Akimais 

*&  — 

poisoned,  and  if  they  escaped  .?nd  cats  were 

too  shot  by 

I-nowii  a gamekeeper  slioSt  a'  94'~)Tllne:ss  >'»d 
door  and  cut  of!  its  tail,  STOlfSW™  * C,t  l,is 

DamacS  DT  DammisO  A Eittu. 

flowing  through  the' estate” n“it  ''j*11  “P0"  tle 
;«wu  mansion,  anf  this  9 *1  do*  Wood- 

tSt  hoidings,  naki„r£„rSt»^ 


FINNERTY,  Mr.  MARTIN — continued. 

Exaction  or  “ Hanging  Gale.” 

Lord  Ashtown  had  ordered  the  fourteen  sons  of 
uneconomic  tenants  who  were  employed  at  10s  a week 
to  pay  up  the  “ hanging  gale  ” or  be  instantly  dis 
missed ; similar  threats  had  been  used  to  induce  pav 
ment  of  hanging  gale  by  nearly  all  his  tenants  l«f 
they  should  be  deprived  of  their  ownership’  +]le 
tenants  felt  their  position  very  insecure  owing  to  the 
number  of  evictions  on  the  estate,  57993. 

The  Woodford  Estate  and  Evicted  Tenants. 

There  is  an  estate  called  the  Woodford  Estate 
58070.— Where  there  was  a proposal  to  settle  evirtJ 
tenants,  58071,  58079.— Witness  knew  the  estate  and 
that  evicted  tenants  were  there,  58076. — He  was  not 
aware  of  a proposal  of  fix  up  evicted  tenants  then. 
58073,  58075. — The  estate  belonged  to  Lord  Clan’ 
ricarde, . 58078.— There  were  objections  to  this  by  the 
planters,  58081-1. — Witness  was  not  aware  of  the 
tenants  evicted  from  the  Clanricarde  Estate  fearhw 
any  opposition  from  any  quarter  to  which  thev  wen 
sent,  58072.— There  must  have  been  difficulties  on  the 
Woodford  Estate,  since  the  evicted  tenants  were  nnt 
settled  yet,  58077. — Witness  thought  evicted  tenants 
should  have  the  first  claim  before  uneconomic  holders 
and  Flan  of  Campaign  tenants,  who  went  out  on  prin- 
ciple, should  come  first  of  all,  58069.  1 

Lack  oe  Labour  and  of  Employment. 

If  a Galway  man  became  a general  labourer  he  was 
much  in  demand  for  a few  months  in  the  year  and 
could  get  no  employment  for  the  remainder ; three 
months’  employment  in  the  year  at  10s.  a week  was 
not  sufficient  inducement  for  a man  to  many  and 
setae  Ireland,  5807,-The  men,  sens  ef  uneconomic 
holdeis  on  Lord  Ashtown’s  Estate,  who  could  not  set 
employment  from  their  landlord  could  not  get  employ- 
ment from  witness  (though  he  needed  labour),  because 
he  lived  seven  miles  away  from  them,  58006.— Nor 
™en  111  his,  position,  because  they  could 
hdrwf^S  g<\  anrtre.:  the^  wailted  economic 
Si  °Vnd  w]ien  ,Lord  Ashtown  had  asked  them 
t l6y  pi;eftl'red  labour  to  purchase  they,  think- 

Si  itS,  srnoh  d,s,”issetl- told  ** 

Drainage,  etc. 

0^2™“  ‘h"sM  i"*8  tract,  of  low-lying  lauds  in 
mouXr ?,  01  dl'“inaee.  remote  bog  sud 

St  w ld  b!.  P1™tad.  thus  benefiting  tie 
and  koep“B  ths  peo1"* 

Suitable  Land  for  Tillage. 
ti 110  hind  iu  Galway  too  heavy  for 
aSlfSJ.  A n- Vy  Iand  7as  nofc  50  good  a*  other 
lands  ° holding  could  be  cut  out  of  the  grazing 
was  not  i/f  n0t  fairly  suitable  for  tillage ; if  it 
by  attention  t *°r  one.  croP  ih  would  grow  another; 
toes  STht  S1>ray“S  a tci.dy  goocf  crop  of  pots; 
Sight  fl10™,  “.almost  any  land;  a farm 

to/cortSn  f"  IaBe  a,ld  J'ot  n0‘  "V 


edmonds,  Mr.  Leslie. 

<S'ee  also  p.  540. 

The  Benmore  Estate. 

gahi^the^nii^l?  was  bought  as  part  of  a bar- 

G nnltth  he,“S  to  sell  Ins  estate  in 

al*>  Ids  ealwty 

May  1904  6 ®0ard  olid,  talcing  possession  in 

estate  at  moo  wai1&  Prevented  from  dealing  with  the 
*°  £he  °PP<>sitioii  by  tenants  to 
he  told  thpnf  +iU\  011  ’ when  witness  met  the  tenants 
were  only  w 0VeF  ^ant  on  -the  estate  (them 
S ,£5>,  would  be  enlarged  to  £25, 

migrants-  +b;=  <*er  °*,  would  be  used  for 

Stime’nSilr8  ^hemently  opposed,  and  for  a 
of  tenants  wmv*  g 'vas.  dPne>  finally  a certain  number 
ing  rules  onn«  .Pr<Mmsed  holdings ; under  the  exist- 
from  dealin/^fi*1*?1  t0  gazing  prevented  the  Board 
dealing  with  the  estate  at  once,  58112.-Benmore 
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was  not  a scheduled  area,  58113.  -The  law  that  if 
the  Board  bought  grass  land  outside  a scheduled  area 
it  could  only  do  so  for  the  benefit  of  a poor  estate  in 
a scheduled  area  did  not  apply  to  the  Board’s  own 
tenants;  Benmove  was  the  only  case  in  South  Galway 
where  tenanted  land  had  been  acquired,  except  for 
three  tenants  on  Dr.  Kenny’s  Estate. 

Causes  op  Delay  in  Dealing  with  Estates 

ACQUIRED  BY  THE  BOARD  IN  SOUTH  GALWAY,  &C. 

The  delay  in  South  Galway  in  the  work  of  the 
Board  was,  to  a certain  extent,  due  to  the  fact  that 
when  it  acquired  grass  lands  it  had  not  also  control 
of  the  tenanted  slum  estates  in  which  were  the  people 
who  were  to  be  removed,  58114,  58116. — Otherwise  it 
is  necessary,  in  order  to  get  the  migrants  the  full 
value  of  their  occupying  interest,  to  get  cash  fines 
from  their  neighbours,  and  induce  the  landlord  to 
amalgamate  the  holdings;  this  plan,  which  was  un- 
satisfactory, was  adopted  in  the  case  of  migrants 
from  Derrydoun,  a poor  estate,  held  in  rundale,  and 
belonging  to  Lord  Clamiicarde,  58114. — In  other  dis- 
tricts the  Board  had  had  control  of  the  estate  from 
which  migrants  were  to  be  removed,  but  not  in  South 
Galway,  £8115. — Another  difficulty  was  the  necessity 
of  satisfying  local  needs ; in  Patfield  there  were 
tenant  purchasers,  and  the  surrounding  farmers  were 
all  expecting  to  get  land,  but  the  Board  had  no  power 
to  enlarge  any  tenant  purchaser  over  £5,  58116. — It 
was  desirable,  but  not  essential,  that  lands  for  relief 
of  conges  lion  should  be  arear  the  congested  areas;  a 
distance  of  twenty  miles  would  not  matter  much, 
58117. 


EEIDY,  Rev.  THOMAS. 


Congestion  in  South  Roscommon — The  Moore 
District. 

Witness  tendered  evidence  as  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  No.  2 Rural  District  of  Roscommon,  at 
the  extreme  south  of  County  Roscommon,  58118-9.— 
Within  five  English  miles  of  Ballinasloe,  to  the 
south-east,  58119-20. — Lying  on  the  Suck  and  the 
Shannon,  towards  Shannon  Bridge,  and  to  the  north 
of  it,  58120. — This  district  of  Moore  contained  the 
only  scheduled  electoral  division  in  South  Roscom- 
mon; witiress  thought  the  other  districts  should  be 
scheduled,  58121. — There  were  106  tear  ants  under  £5 
valuation,  58121,  58130. — And  190  betweeir  £5  and 
£10;  some  of  the  tenants  paid  a rent  of  £2  5s.,  some 
£1  5s.,  and  some  paid  nothing,  and  were  probably 
asked  for  nothing ; nearly  all  of  these  were  living  on 
sandhills,  or  plots  once  covered  by  the  Shannon, 
58121. — They  were  hardworking,  and  cultivated  barley 
almost  exclusively,  working  night  and  day  to  thrash 
it ; they  were  not  much  in  debt,  58131. 

A Typical  Landlord  in  the  Moore  District. 

Mr.  Maither,  one  of  the  three  landlords  in  witness’s 
parish  who,  between  them,  owned  more  land  than  all 
the  400  tenants,  had  6ix  or  seven  farms  at  his  home 
in  Scotland,  and  in  witness’s  parish  had  eleven  large 
farms,  but  otherwise  lived  in  Scotland ; ihe  farms  he 
held  were — Cappontogher,  179  acres,  valuation  £50 ; 
Coolderry.  228  acres,  valuation  £81  5s.  ; Coulderry, 
140  acres,  valuation  £46  15s. ; Rathpeak,  550 
acres,  valuation,  £178  10s.  ; Hillsend,  71  acres, 
valuation  £28  10s.  ; Failte,  548  acres,  valua- 
tion £257  12s. ; Cloonbuiiren,  864  acres,  valua- 
tion £353  10s.  ; Cloonabrack,  81  acres,  valua- 

tion £42 ; America,  290  acres,  valuation  £76  5s. ; 
Rooty,  132  acres,  valuation  £66;  and  an  eleventh 
farm  of  80  acres,  making  a total  of  3,163  acres ; wit- 
ness wrote  to  the  landlord  on  behalf  of  the  tenants 
(of  whom  there  were  only  seventeen  of  an  average 
valuation  of  barely  £5)  asking  him  to  sell  some  of 
this  grass  land  to  the  Board  or  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners; he  replied  that  he  did  not  know  what  to 
answer,  as  to  break  up  tlie  Rathpeak  and  Coulderry 
farms  some  of  the  men  there  must  be  dismissed,  which 
would  create  a grievance;  the  number  of  labourers 
employed  was  twenty-two  or  twenty-three,  at  9s.  a 
week;  Mr.  Mather  also  stated  that  nothing  could 
be  done  just  then,  as  the'place  was  fully  stocked,  and 


REIDY,  Rev.  THOMAS — continued. 

the  crops  down,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  Rathpeak  and  Coulderry,  as  thou- 
sands had  been  spent  on  improving  them,  and  both 
the  landlord’s  and  .tenants’  interests  must  bo  com- 
pensated for ; in  the  last  letter  of  the  correspondence 
Mr.  Mather  stated  that  he  could  give  no  definite 
answer,  as  the  working  of  the  farms  was  so  dove- 
tailed in,  that  re-arrangement  would  cause  consider- 
able loss,  aaid  take  time;  the  lands  held  by  Mr. 
Mather  in  this  district  wc-re  held  in  fee,  and  were 
once  old  demesnes,  for  the  most  part  held  by  tenants, 
who  were  evicted  sixty  or  seventy  vears  ago;  before 
the  evictions  there  were  800  families,  but  now  only 
400,  58121.  J 


Another  Typical  Landlord  in  the  Moore  District 

Mr.  Potts,  of  Correen,  had  seven  fax-ms  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  six  outside  it;  in  the  parish,  Correen  De- 
mesne,'300  acres;  Killegley,  200;  Culliaghmore,  180; 
Culliaghbeg,  80 ; Cloonfad,  50 ; Raherabeg,  50 ; Creg- 
gan,  90;  outside  the  parish,  in  Moate,  County  West- 
meath, 160  aci-es ; in  Drum,  County  Roscommon,  300 ; 
Scregg,  County  Roscommon,  400 ; Belfield-,  County 
Roscommon,  300;  Cloonascragh,  County  Galway,  200; 
Clooncannon,  County  Galway,  500;'’ in  all,  1,760; 
witness  wrote  to  Mi-.  Potts,  who  replied  that  he  had 
no  intention  of  selling  any  lands  he  fai-med  himself, 
but  that  if  the  tenants  agreed  to  buy  their  present 
holdings,  with  a certain  amount  of  tni-bai-y,  he  would 
let  witness  know  the  terms  of  sale ; these  tenants,  of 
whom  there  were  sixty,  were  very  poor,  twenty-four 
of  them  paying  under  £5  in  rent,  and  thirteen  hav- 
ing valuations  of  under  £5 ; eleven  paid  from 
£1  to  £3,  and  five  paid  no  rent;  Mi-.  Potts  tilled 
sixteen  to  twenty  acres,  and  employed  twenty-five  to 
thirty  labourers,  at  an  average  wage  of  7s.  or  8s.  a 
week,  58121. 


Action  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  in 
Roscommon. 

Witness  had  arranged  for  the  tenants  to  purchase 
on  the  Lane  Estate  and  the  Kyle  Estate,  one  at  nine- 
teen years’  purchase  and  the  other  at  eighteen  years’ 
purchase  on  first-term  rents,  but  when  witness  thought 
the  matter  was  settled,  the  Board  had  said  it  could 
purchase  no  land;  again,  he  had  offered  them  the 
Materley  Estate,  with  six  tenants,  £8122. — Of  whom 
one,  Mr.  Harty,  had  800  acres,  58122-3.—  Harty  cul- 
tivated only  a small  quantity,  and  set  60me  in  con- 
acre, and  took  in  con-acre  cattle;  witness,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  people,  opened  communications  with  the 
agent,  who  offered  the  estate  to  the  Board,  but  the 
Board  shelved  the  purchase;  witness  thought  the 
Board  should  take  up  these  lands  at  once;  he  could 
have  gone  to  the  Estates  Commissioners,  but  he  had 
more  experience  of  the  Board,  58123. — The  Board,  as 
at  present  equipped,  seemed  to  be  unequal  to  the  task 
of  benefiting  South  Roscommon;  witness  recognised 
the  amount  of  good  done  in  Connaught,  but  South 
Roscommon  was  overlooked  and  neglected,  58121-2. — 
Witness  personally  had  sympathy  with  the  Board, 
which  had  done  a great  deal  for  him,  58121-2. — Now 
witness  must  fall  back  upon  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, 58123.— Witness  understood  that  the  Board 
had  lately  received  a largo  sum  from  the  Treasury, 
which  they  had  resolved  to  spend  on  Roscommon, 
58123-4. — The  Board  was  authorised  to  purchase  grass 
lands  in  Roscommon,  but  not  elsewhere  58125-6. — 
But  the  Board  would  not  purchase  these  grass  lands 
mentioned  by  witness;  witness  had  no  objection  t<> 
Mr.  Harty  continuing  to  live  in  his  house,  and  being 
considered  in  a reasonable  manner  by  the  Commis- 
sioners; witness  was  anxious  for  the  Board  to  deal 
with  estate,  since  there  was  so  much  rundale  in  the 
district;  ho  also  suggested  that  they  should  acquire 
and  use  the  fortress  or  barracks  which  existed  in  the 
district,  58126;  and  make  new  roads,  58122. 


Compulsory  Powers. 

Witness  considered  that  congestion  could  not  be 
remedied  without  compulsory  powers,  58121,  58122. — 
These  must  bo  “ severe,”  giving  absolute  power  to 
the  Board  or  Commissioners  to  deal  with  landlords 
of  Mr.  Mather’s  type,  who  held  large  ranches,  and 
refused  to  si'll,  58122. 
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CAHILL,  Mr.  THOMAS — continued. 


Drainage. 

Witness  thought  the  Board  should  undertake  ar- 
terial drainage  in  this  district,  five  or  six  miles  in- 
land, leading  towards  the  Shannon,  58122,  58126, 
58128. — Draining  the  country,  not  through  the  Suck, 
but  directly  into  the  Shannon,  58129.— In  years  gone 
by  much  money  had  been  spent  on  drainage,  58127.— 
Witness  thought  there  was  no  objection  in  the  district 
to  pay  whatever  was  assessed  on  account  of  drainage; 
whatever  drainage  was  effected  was  of  little  use  with 
the  Suck  near  the  Shannon ; it  could  not  be  drained 
any  lower,  as  the  larger  river  was  not  sunk,  58127-30. 


REILLY,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Attitude  of  Witness. 

Witness  resided  -at  Lismakeague,  ELiltormer ; he 
wished  to  give  details  of  some  estates  in  the  parish, 
to  show  the  necessity  of  enlarging  holdings,  58132. 


Quansbury  Estate. 

On  the  Quansbury  Estate  there  were  seventy-seven 
uneconomic  holdings,  with  rents  from  6s.  to  £15,  and 
five  grazing  farms,  two  occupied  by  the  landlord  and 
three  by  grazing  tenants,  ana  amounting  to  700  acres ; 
the  landlord  had  offered  to  sell  the  grazing  lands  to 
the  Commissioners,  provided  the  tenants  made  dii’ect 
bargains  for  their  holdings,  at  twenty-three  years’ 
purchase  of  their  present  rents,  including  two  or  three 
years’  arrears ; three  of  these  farms  are  situated  con- 
veniently to  the  small  holdings ; it  would  be  a useful 
public  work  to  drain  300  iaores  of  bog  on  this  estate, 
which  greatly  needs  it,  58132. 


Gartymadden  Estate. 

Tlie  Gartymadden  Estate  belonged  to  John  Smyth ; 
it  was  sold  to  seven  tenants  five  years  .ago  at  eighteen 
years  purchase  of  the  valuation,  but  all  these  hold- 
ings are  uneconomic;  about  200  acres  on  the  same 
estate  are  occupied  by  Smyth  as  a grazing  farm,  and 
this  was  a great  hardship  on  the  small  tenants,  58132 


The  Adragole  Estate. 

The  Adragole  (Ryan)  Estate,  which  adjoined  Lord 
Clonbrock  s,  consisted  of  300  acres,  and  was  now  in 
Judge  Ross  s Court;  adjoining  estates  were  sold  under 

pmi,t‘™8ll2ACt  “ io 


The  Dillon-Broune  Estate. 

Hie  Dillon-Broune  Estate,  purchased  under  th 
same  Act,  Had  two  uneconomic  holdings ; seveutv  acre 
of  the  test  land  were  sold  to  {he  grazier  i„ 
at  eighteen  years’  purchase,  58132. 

Other  Estates. 

Estate  hud  five  uneconomic  holdings 

S,‘7U  five>  Dntmatabbe: 

glazing  lands,  of  350  acres,  were  convenient  to  this 
there  was  one  evicted  tenant  on  the  Trench  Estate 


Muixa — Population,  etc. 

Tho  population  of  the  district  was  579,  of  wlior 
iwi?0Urth!. IlVed  011  omittances  from  America  an 
elsewhere ; there  was  in  the  parish  of  Mulla  2,78 
“nd  4S0  g T 3’  W£K134  ™«xmomic  holdings 

Sis  §8132  g’  Whlch  ^uirecl  drereage  an 


Lord  Ashtown,  and  had  taken  some  part  in  the  man 
agement  of  tlie  farming,  58136. — He  was  herd  .and 
estate  manager,  58137. — And  had  practical  knowledge 
of  farming,  agriculture,  and  horticulture,  58133  — - 
He  had  been  evicted  by  Lord  Ashtown  on  account 
his  being  a Catholic,  58133,  58155. 


The  Woodlawn  Estate — Evictions,  etc. 

There  were  constant  evictions  on  tlie  Woodlawn 
Estate — in  one  instance  a man  and  wife  and  eleven 
children  were  evicted  while  the  children  were  in  bed 
with  whooping-cough,  58139,  58140.— This  man  was 
not  a tenant  of  Lord  Ashtown,  but  the  herd  of  a 
grazier  whom  Lord  Ashtown  threatened  with  dis- 
possession if  ho  did  not  dismiss  the  man ; Lord  Ash- 
town was  almost  the  only  employer  of  labour  in  the 
district,  and  his  staff  was  almost  entirely  from  Scot- 
land, though  at  one  time  he  had  employed  Irishmen 
and  was  very  popular,  and  took  an  interest  in  local 
sports,  58139.— Witness  considered  that  the  change 
in  Lord  Asliitown’s  attitude  was  caused  by  external 
pressure,  58141. 

Lord  Ashtown  and  the  Trench  Estate. 

The  sale  of  the  Trench  Estate  to  the  tenants  was 
completed  but  for  the  game  rights  when  Lord  Ash- 
town bought  it  at  an  enormous  price,  for  the  pur- 
pose, it  was  supposed,  of  defeating  the  sale;  tlids  dis- 
turbed the  neighbourhood,  and  brought  odium  on 
Lord  Ashtown ; one  of  the  Trench  tenants,  named 
Doolan,  had  a flaw  in  his  tenant-right,  and  was  dis- 
possessed by  Lord  Ashtown  of  everything  but  one  acre 
of  marshy  callow,  though  he  had  formerly  held  sixty 
acres,  58139. — This  case  caused  much  discontent, 
58141.— Doolan  had  eleven  motherless  children’ 
58139-41.  ’ 


Eviction  tor  Arrears. 

Lord  Ashtown  had  an  old  tenant  wbo,  with  his 
three  sons,  had  employment  from  Lord  Ashtown,  and 
got  mto  arrears  with  his  rent  for  three  years,  58141-3. 
T--  jd  -^ttttowii  served  a process  upon  him,  and  his 
friends  helped  to  pay  the  rent ; the  holding  was  in  a 
bog,  and  was  small  and  uneconomic;  Lord  Ashtown 
said  he  would  give  the  man  employment  for  himself 
and  his  sons  if  he  would  relinquish  the  land,  of  which 
lie  was  unable  to  pay  the  rent,  58141,  58144.— The 
man  refused,  whereupon  Lord  Ashtown  dismissed  him 
and  Ins  sons,  “ processed  him  for  the  hanging  gale,” 
^Ria<F0rSeCTlted  for  ^7e  years  afterwards,  58141, 


Land  in  Ballinasloe. 

In  tlie  twenty  electoral  divisions  of  Ballinasloe 
there  are  1,041  holdings  of  £5  valuation  and  under, 
806  of  over  £5,  and  under  £10 ; tlie  number  of  acres 
under  grass,  50,983;  population  in  1901.  19,279;  in- 
habited  houses  in  union  in  1841,  7,646;  in  1901, 
i’l12',valuiutlon  of  UIlian  in  1841,  £64,817;  in  1901, 
£77,851 ; in  1906,  £79,469;  on  Lord  Ashtown’s  Estate 
were  3,557  acres  of  good  grass  lands,  almost  all  owned 
a?d.^ccuPlcd  fry  Lord  Ashtown,  and  without  one  acre 
ot  tillage,  and  very  few  cattle  aaid  sheep ; almost  en- 
terete  Staked  with  rabbits,  58139— Tho  population 
of  Killean  had  diminished  by  half  in  the  last  twenty 
years  from  emigration  causfd  by  landlordism,  51838. 

Jiore  than  100  young  men  in  the  district  had  no 
prospect  but  emigration ; though  there  was  so  much 
„rass  land,  many  had  to  buy  condensed  milk,  because 
they  could  not  buy  milk  nor  the  grass  for  a cow; 
compulsory  purchase  alone  would  put  an  end  to  this 
state  of  things,  58139. 


CAHILL,  Mr.  THOMAS. 

Position  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  a commission  agent,  58134  —A  nresi 
dent  of  tlie  New  Inn  Branch  of  the  United  Irish 
league,  .a  member  of  Ballinasiloe  No.  1 District  CYvn-n 

£'■  iS  OJ  GuaidT,™  tsSa  - 

Ha  bad  formerly  been  a herd  in  the  empli,™?  of 


RAFFERTY,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Land  Prices,  etc. 

v^a®  a farmer,  shopkeeper,  and  valuer 
residing  at  Athlone  58145.— He  had  a licence,  58146 
ririn,ess  , d lnade  sales  on  behalf  of  the  tenant 
Waitman  s Estate,  21^  years’  purchase,  all  arrears 
i rent  wiped  out ; the  arrears  had  averaged  1£  years 
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RAFFERTY,  Mr.  JAMES — continued. 

Sproule  and  O’Malley  Estates,  19  i years’  purchase, 
about  two  years’  arrears  wiped  out,  58146. — Witness 
had  faiiled  to  effect  the  sale  of  other  sales,  since  land- 
lords would  not  take  a fair  price,  but  asked  sums 
from  25  to  100  per  cent,  above  those  accepted  by  neigh- 
bouring landlords  under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  58148. 

Congestion. 

There  were  a large  number  of  small  holdings,  so 
small  that  with  the  help  of  industries  the  people 
could  hardly  live  on  them,  58148. — There  were  many 
holders  between  £1  and  £5  valuation,  58157. — The 
average  size  was  2£  acres,  58149. — The  people  should 
be  migrated  to  the  grass  lands,  and  given  fair-sized 
holdings,  58150,  58153-4. — If  farms  could  be  found 
for  the  farmers’  sons  they  need  not  emigrate,  58148. 
— If  the  grass  lands  were  divided  info  new  farms  the 
original  holdings  of  migrants  could  be  used  to  relieve 
congestion,  58155. — The  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  have  power  to  buy  and  remodel  the  district, 
58155. — Congests  from  the  district  of  Athlone  No.  2 
could  be  migrated,  58156. — There  was  not  quite 
enough  land  for  the  people  in  the  district,  even  were 
it  all  divided,  58157. — There  were  1,665  holdings 
under  £15  valuation,  and  10,872  acres  grass  lands, 
58157. 

Industries. 

Labour  was  scarce,  there  only  being  work  for  two 
months’  in  the  year,  ait  low  wages ; the  only  existing 
industries  were  lime  and  peat  selling,  and  the  people 
had  to  go  long  distances  for  a market,  58155. — There 
were  formerly  weaving  and  tannery  businesses  in  the 
district;  local  industries  could  now  be  established, 
such  as  peat,  brick-making,  iron-ore,  quarries,  mills, 
breweries  and  distilleries,  58157. 

Drainage. 

The  War  Office  used  a bog  as  a rifle  range,  but  it 
was  feared  that  they  would  move  if  it  were  not 
drained;  the  Shannon  also  required  drainage;  some 
persons  had  to  migrate  every  winter  to  Athlone,  as 
the  floods  covered  all  their  lands,  58157. 

Migration. 

The  congests  were  willing  to  migrate  if  they  were 
told  where  they  could  go,  and  what  would  be  their 
annuities  but  hitherto  the  visiting  inspectors  had 
given  no  information ; when  buying  lands,  farmers 
should,  remember  that  the  opening  of  the  ports  to 
Canadian  and  Argentine  cattle  would  lower  the.  value 
of  cattle  30  per  cent.,  and  land  would  fall  in  pro- 
portion, 58157. 


HARDY,  Mr.  WILLTAM. 


Witness’s  Holding. 

Witness  resided  at  Dromalgagh,  Ballinasloe, 
58158. — His  holding  was  800  statute  acres,  consisting 
•of  300  acres  of  second-class  grazing,  100  acres  of  plan- 
tation, 100  acres  of  bog,  200  acres  of  rough  bog  and 
moor  grazing,  58160. — Only  300  or  350  acres  of  graziug 
wild  out  of  the  800  ; a fair  rent  was  fixed  oil  the  place 
in  1899,  and  the  Commissioners  estimated  the  carry- 
ing capacity  of  the  place  as  125  collops,  58161. — The 
"holding  was  on  Colonel  Malesley’s  Estate,  58158. 

Contramction  op  Father  Reidy’s  Charges. 

Witness  wished  to  make  a statement  relating  to 
his  holding,  since  Father  Reidy  had  said  that  he  held 
800  acres  of  grazing  land  in  the  parish  of  Moore,  and 
that  he  con -acred  hay,  and  took  in  grazing  cattle ; 
this  was  not  witness’s  usual  procedure,  but  on  May 
1st,  in  consequence  of  many  applications  to  take  in 
grazing  cattle,  he  had  taken  in  eight  to  oblige  liis 
poorer  neighbours,  not  to  make  a profit,  as  would  be 
shown  by  the  prices  charged,  58158. — Witness  set  some 
meadow  for  his  neighbours  at  their  request,  and  also 
fifty  acres  for  his  own  use ; he  had  forty  tons  of  liay 
remaining  from  last  year;  the  hay  and  corn  were 
both  ready  at  the  same  time,  and  as  witness  could 
not  manage  both,  he  allowed  neighbours  to  have  seven 
acres  that  he  had  been  keeping  for  himself,  but  he 
had  never  con- acred  hay  before  this  year,  nor  did  he 
intend'  to  do  so  again,  58159. 


TRENCH,  Mr.  PHILIP  CHENEVIX. 


The  Asiitown  Estate — Evictions. 

Witness  wished  to  make  a statement  with  regard 
to  Lord  Ashtown’s  Estate;  Father  Pelly  had  stated 
that  Grady,  Sheridan,  and  Feeny  were  evicted; 
Sheridan,  who  owed  eight  years’  rent,  was  evicted  ; 
Grady  was  there  still,  m possession  of  Feeny’s  hold- 
ing, he  having  bought  Feeny  out ; the  owners  of  the 
estate  had  paid  Feeny  to  go  out;  except  Sheridan, 
there  had  been  no  recent  evictions;  and  all  tenants 
who  had  left  recently  had  been  bought  out ; there  had 
not  been  160  evictions  in  the  Famine  times ; witness 
had  books  going  back  to  1840,  and  only  thirty  tenants 
appeared  to  have  left  at  that  period;  it  -is  noted 
against  nearly  all  the  names,  that  they  were  assisted 
to  emigrate,  and  in  some  cases  the  sums  of  money 
given  are  stated ; one  tenant  had  £60,  58162. 

Wages,  etc. 

The  wages  at  Woodlawn  were  10s.,  15s.,  and  up  to 
£1  a week,  58162. — All  through  the  year,  wheoiever 
the  men  came  to  work,  58163. — They  were  given  steady 
employment  almost  whenever  they  came,  though  some- 
times they  went  home  to  their"  own  farms;  thirty- 
three  tenants  and  tenants’  sons  were  employed,  in- 
stead of  fourteen,  as  stated,  58164. — Twenty  out  of 
the  thirty-three  would  he  uneconomic  holders,  58165. — 
It  was  stated  that  nearly  all  the  men  employed  were 
Protestants,  58166. — But  the  proportion  was  about 
seventeen  Catholics  to  one  Protestant,  58165,  58167.— 
Tire  man  Dolan,  who  was  mentioned,  had  been  an 
eleven  months’  tenant  under  a grazing  contract 
(Dolan,  interposing,  stated  that  he  had  leave  from 
the  former  tenant,  Mr.  Trench,  to  till  the  farm) ; 
the  farm  had  been  bought  from  Mr.  O’Hara  Trench ; 
witness  had  seen  the  agreement,  in  which  was  no 
mention  of  permission  to  till ; Dolan  may  have  had 
a private  arrangement  with  O’Hara  Trench;  he 
broke  up  the  farm,  and  tilled  it,  in  contravention  of 
his  agreement  with  Lord  Ashtown,  58167. 


HAYDEN,  Mr.  JOHN  P. 


Decrease  of  Population. 

Witness  was  a newspaper  proprietor,  residing  at 
Westmeath,  a native  of  Roscommon,  and  representa- 
tive in  Parliament  of  the  Southern  Division;  and 
gave  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Roscommon ; the  population  of  Roscommon  in  1841 
was  260,000,  and  in  1901  it  had  sunk  to  a little  over 
100,000;  the  present  estimate  was  under  100,000; 
these  figures  were  prepared  at  the  County  Council 
Office,  from  the  rate-books  and  Census  returns,  popu- 
lation had  decreased  all  over  the  county,  but  par- 
ticularly where  the  land  was  good ; in  Castleteeheen, 
where  the  land  was  good,  valued  at  16s.  per  acre,  the 
population  had  fallen  80  per  cent. ; while  in  Ardagli 
North,  where  the  valuation  was  6s.  6 d.  per  acre,  the 
population  had  fallen  only  3 per  cent. ; this  showed 
that-  the  people  had  gone  from  the  good  lands,  not 
voluntarily,  but  because  they  had  to,  58168. 

Small  Holdings  in  Roscommon. 

60  per  cent,  of  the  agricultural  holdings  iu  Ros- 
common were  under  £5  valuation,  and  85  per  cent, 
under  £12,  94  per  cent,  were  under  £25,  and  only 
3 per  cent,  over  £50,  58168. 

Grazing  Land  in  Roscommon. 

The  3 per  cent,  of  holdings  over  £50  valuation 
amounted  to  160,000  acres,  and  were  almost  all  com- 
posed of  large  grazing  farms,  58168,  58293. — Not 
more  than  60,000  acres  being  held  by  bona-fide  far- 
mers, 58293. — The  population  of  these  lands  were 
chiefly  herds  and  the  families  of  herds,  58168. — If  all 
the  people  in  Roscommon  had  land  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  this  3 per  cent.,  it  would  take  seven  coun- 
ties as  large  as  Roscommon  58168,  58293. 

Compulsory  Powers. 

This  congestion  could  only  bo  ivlieved  by  purchas- 
ing good,  untenanted  land,  enlarging  existing  hold- 
ings, and  migrating  people  from  the  poorer  districts 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


HAYDEN,  Mr.  JOHN  P.— continued. 

on  to  tiie  grazing  farms;  the  limit  ■with  regard  to 
scheduling  Congested  districts  ■ should  either  be  re- 
moved or  greatly  enlarged,  and  powers  of  compulsory 
purchase  given  to  the  existing  authorities ; compul- 
sion Was  necessary  both  for  acquiring  the  land  and 
arriving  a*  a fair  price,  58169. — These  powers  6liould 
be  extended  to  the  purchase  of  both  tenanted  and  un- 
ten  anted.  land,  58204. 

Distribution  op  Grazing  Lands— -Delay,  etc. 

In  distributing  grass  lands  priority  should  be  given 
to  those  lands  which  required  re-settlement  and  en- 
largement of  holdings  ; these  should  have  priority 
over  other  properties,  because  they  were  more  urgent, 
58169-72. — Irrespective  of  the  date  of  purchase, 
68173. — Delay  often  occurred  in  the  negotiations  of 
the  Board  or  Commissioners  after  the  landlord  had 
agreed  to  sell  and  the  tenants  had  agreed  to  a price ; 
this  delay  sometimes  extended  to  years ; and  when  the 
bargain  was  conclnded,  no  public  authority  was  in  a 
position  to  pay  the  money  immediately,  58173. — This 
delay  led  to  landowners  who  had  made  an  offer  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  discovered  that  they  would  have 
to  wait  for  the  money,  putting  the  land  up  to  public 
auction ; in  these  cases  the  Commissioners  should  have 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  for  the  land,  once  sold, 
might  not  again'  come  into  the  market  for  a number 
of  years,  58173. — There  was  a case  of  a grazing  farm 
of  Lord  Tumhlesden,  where  this  happened,  but  Mr. 
Fitzgibbon,  who  bought  it,  afterwards  sold  it  to  the 
Commissioners,  58173.— In  another  case,  a*  Tontagee, 
near  Tourmilehouse,  there  was  a farm  which  was 
bought  by  public  .auction  by  a business  man,  Herne, 
of  Ballinasloe,  who  already  held  much  land  in  Ros- 
common and  Galway ; who  resided  twenty  miles  away, 
and  grazed  the  farms,  Urns  giving  no  employment, 
58173-5. — This  caused  public  dissatisfaction,  and  gave 
rise  to  the  first  case  of  cattle-driving  in  Roscommon, 
and,  witness  believed,  in  Ireland ; this  estate  was  ex- 
tremely suitable  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  conges- 
tion which  prevailed  in  the  district,  and,  owing  to 
tlus  defect  iii  the  .law,  and  the  lack  of  power’s-  of  pre- 
emption, the  people  were  exasperated,  until  they  broke 
the  law,  58174. — The  land  had  been  purchased  under 
the  Land  Act,  58173.  58175.— The  small  holders,  who 
should  have  been  eidarged,  were  living  on  the  same 
estate,  58176.—  On  the  estate  of  which  the  farm  had 
ougmaJly  formed  a part,  58178.-The  Board  would 
not  have  been  able  to  enlarge  uneconomic  holdings  in 
tiie  vicinity  of  the  estate  in  question,  58179.— -An 
o!  ti,e  «“*•*  w“u  «— • 

Auciiom  or  Fee-Simple  act  Saee  op  Lakh  semeoi 
to  Annuities. 

S*  fee-simple  was  not  now  common  in  Gal- 

Koscmnnion,  but  were  becoming  more  fre- 

S ; 8lv  7“is  Toi*1»s»  <*»  ™ a !,i"  3 & 

mat  SSE*  to  "Ttr  «ie  Piivcte  Acts. 

do"e>  bJ  Estates  Commissioners  ad! 
vancmg  purchase  money,  58185-6.— In  a case  like 
ionlageo,  two  powers  were  really  required  the  rower 
CoZ^'  °1’  P^e‘nPti<>n-  and  the  power  oPf  the 

58182.  1 . le  was  no  annuity, 

Land  Re-Sold  to  Landlords. 

was  n°t  strictly  demesne  or  home  W 

b2e^.VwisheTtK  tun!? tngb’0i 

defined,  58188.  teruw  to  be  more  strictly 
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The  Essex  Estate. 

Lord  Essex’s  estate  comprised  most  of  the  town  of 
Roscommon;  Lord  Essex  was  an  absentee  landlord1 
who  had  only  once  spent  a day  on  his  estate  ■ the 
agent  lived  in  County  Meath,  and  never  visited  the 
district  but  to  collect  rents,  twice  a year ; witness  was 
not  sure  whether  the  tenants  had  applied  to  the  land 
lord,  but  they  had  applied  to  the  .agent  for  terms  of 
purchase,  and  since  the  agent  visited  the  property  so 
rarely  there  was  a difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  estate 
58188.— Lord  Essex  had  property  outside  the  town  of 
Roscommon,  58189. — And  had  agricultural,  as  well  as 
urban,  land  in  Roscommon;  the  agent  had  informed 
the  tenants  that  Lord  Essex  was  willing  to  sell,  58190 

Tenancies  in  Rural  Towns. 

The  Commissioners  should  have  more  power  than 
they  had  now  for  the  resettlement  of  land  of  and 
sale  to,  town  tenants  where  an  estate  with  a town 
upon  it  was  sold  for  resettlement,  58190-1. 

Fictitious  Leases — The  Ballintubbeu  Estate. 

An  obstacle  to  the  acquiring  of  untenanted  land 
was  the  recent  creation  of  leases  of  grass  land-  at 
iBallintubber  a farm  on  the  Hughes  Estate  had  been 
let  on  the  eleven  months’  systeam  for  many  years  and 
•a  few  months  ago  a lease  was  made  to  a man  named 
Payne,  for  which  Payne  paid  either  nothing  or  a 
small  sum,  58191. — The  matter  was  a friendly  ar- 
rangement between  Payne  and  the  owner,  58195.— 
There  was  collusion  between  Payne  and  the  owner 
though  collusion  was  a harsh  word,  58199,  58200.— 
Witness  did  not  refer  to  Payne’s  taking  the  lease  of 
Ballintubber  as  anything  exceptional,  58192.— If  he 
had  not  taken  the  lease  someone  else  would,  58193.— 
It  was  a speculation  on  his  part,  58191,  58197.— There 
was  a difference  between  a man  who  in  the  ordinary 
course  carried  on  a business  by  which  he  made  a living 
and  a man  who  speculated,  as  in  this  case,  in  the 
sense  of  gambling,  58198.— The  Ballintubber ' farm 
was  sold  to  the  Commissioners,  and  Payne  received 
£1,000  as  compensation  for  his  lease;  this  did  not 
diminish  the  price  paid  to  the  landlord,  but  was 
simply  a present  to  Payne,  58191. — Witness  would 
not  admit  that  Payne  would  have  a claim  for  com- 
pensation if  be  had  held  the  farm  a long  time,  58195. 

A man  who  had  a lease  for  thirty  years  and  had 
to  relinquish  it  at  the  end  of  ten  years  would  have  a. 
claim  to  compensation,  if  the  granting  of  tile  lease 
were  a hona-fide  business  transaction,  but  not. 
coo-Zi*  "SJF?  a sPeculation  on  his  part,  58196-7,. 
58211. — Tins  case  hiad  caused  much  bitterness- 
and  trouble  in  Roscommon,  .as  the  people  felt 
that  once  the  lease  was  granted  the  land 

was  taken  away  from  them  absolutely,  while, 
when  it  was  let  on  the  eleven  months’  system,  they 
had  hope  of  buying  it  at  some  future  time,  58200.— 
Witness  was  not  satisfied  simply  by  compulsory  power 
to  acquire  Hand  of  this  kind,  but  wished  leaseholders 
sueii  as  Payne  to  be  iburned  out  without  any  com- 
pensation, 58202-5. — Payne  had  interest  in  another 
farm,  on  another  estate,  58191. — Payne  held  one  farm 
”le  , dintubbev  Estate  and  his  brother-in-law  the 
other;  between  them  they  had  500  acres  of  grazing 
land;  all  such  leases  as  Payne’s  should  be  voided; 
any  such  leases  obtained  since  the  Act  of  1903  should 
be  declared  void  by  legislation,  58201.— The  question 
of  the  bona-fid'es  of  ia  lease  would  come  before  the 
public  authority,  when  the  authority  possessing  com- 
pulsory powers  proceeded  to  purchase  the  land,  and 
took  the  evidence  of  the  parties  as  to  their  interest 
m the  land  58213-4. — It  would  be  sufficient  that  there- 
snoulcl  be  -an  instruction  under  compulsory  purchase 
that  m all  cases  of  untenanted  land  enquiry  should 
bem11  • 6 as,  whether  the  lease  were  genuine,  58215. 

i-lns  could  be  proved  by  examining  the  amount  of' 
consideration  which  passed  for  the  leases,  58216.- 
Witness  was  not  referring  to  land  in  towns,  but  to 
giaz-mg  lands,  58217-8. — In  the  case  of  a shopkeeper 
uymg  land  in  a town  as  a business  speculation,  the 
transaction  would  take  place  in  the  ordinary  way  of' 
business,  and  would  assist  the  development  of  towns, 
whereas  the  cases  to  which  witness  objected  might-  be 
due  to  collusion,  58219.— Witness  was  in  favour  of' 
applying  to  grazing  -lands  principles  that  he  would 
a « aP&m  obher  cla-cses  of  business,  58220.-The 
Act  of  1903  prevented  advanced  on  tenancies,  created' 
a -wi  r1  of  years  before  the  passing  of  the 

A t (before  1900,  as  witness  believed);  the  Act  hact 
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been  promised  in  the  King’s  Speech  of  1900,  and  the 
landlords,  and  a certain  class  of  tenants,  foreseeing 
what  would  happen,  created  tenancies  for  some  of  the 
grazing  farms;  the  Act  also  forbade  the  admnce  of 
more  than  £500,  except  in  the  case  of  small  holdings ; 
this  was  a precedent  for  the  alteration  in  the  land, 
proposed  by  witness,  58210. 

Cattle-Driving  and  Agitation. 

The  first  case  of  cattle-driving  in  Roscommon  was 
in  consequence  of  the  Tonlagee  land  sale,  58174. — The 
Ballintubber  lease  affair  also  caused  much  irritation, 
and  the  place  had  been  occupied  by  a large  force  of 
police,  numbering  from  80  to  300,  58200. — For  a con- 
siderable time  the  number  was  100,  58201. — Many 
agitators  were  presecuted  and  imprisoned,  and  even 
that  day  four  women  were  released  from  Castlebar 
Gaol,  after  a month’s  imprisonment,  in  consequence 
of  agitation  about  this  farm,  58201. — The  persons 
punished  had  not  complained;  they  were  well  aware 
that  they  were  breaking  the  law,  but  they  had  learned 
that,  in  Ireland,  the  way  to  change  the  law  was  to 
break  it,  58206. — In  the  oase  of  the  Crichton  Estate, 
also,  there  had  been  considerable  disorder,  not  in 
the  case  of  the  people  but  of  the  police,  who  batoned 
the  persons  who  had  been  attending  a meeting  (at 
which  witness  was  present),  and  on  their  way  home 
passed  the  farm  in  dispute;  the  police  may  have 
imagined  that  intimidation  was  threatened,  but,  as 
a niatter  of  fact,  no  one  was  on  the  farm,  the  owner 
being  miles  away  in  the  town  from  which  the  people 
were  returning;  since  that  time  the  place  had  been 
occupied  by  the  police;  at  a meeting  attended  by  wit- 
ness at  Tourmilehouse  eighty  policemen  were  present, 
most  of  them  armed  with  revolvers  and  bayonets, 
58220.— Witness  knew  of  no  case  of  cattle-driving 
immediately  following  such  a meeting,  58223. 

Leaseholders  impeding  Sale  of  Land. 

The  trouble  at  Strokestown  about  the  Crichton 
Estate,  was  on  account  of  a Strokestown  shop-keeper, 
who  had  bought  a lease  of  a grazing  farm  of  about  100 
acres,  on  the  estate,  58220. — This  lease  had  been 
bought  for  a nominal  sum  from  a former  tenant, 
and  had  only  a few  years  to  run,  58220,  58230. — The 
landlord  was  willing  to  sell  both  tenanted  and  un- 
tenanted lands,  but  the  sale  was  stopped  by  this  one 
tenant,  58220,  58225. — Who  refused  to  sell ; the  people 
in  the  district  did  not  wish  to  do  this  leaseholder  any 
injustice,  and  were  willing  he  should  be  paid  for 
his  interest,  58220. — Witness  thought  that  there 
should  be  compulsory  powers  to  acquire  land  of  this 
class,  58220,  58225,  58230. — The  name  of  the  shop- 
keeper was  Owens,  58226. — The  case  could  not  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Board  since  it  was  outside  the 
scheduled  area,  but  was  a case  for  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners; there  was  no  power  under  existing  law, 
to  deal  with  minorities,  58228. — The  law  providing 
that  where  three-fourths  of  the  tenants  wished  to  pur- 
chase, the  one-fourth  should  be  deemed  to  have  pur- 
chased would  not  meet  the  case,  as  witness  did  not 
wish  the  tenant  to  be  deemed  to  have  purchased,  'but 
to  be  turned  out,  58229-30. — The  tenant  was  non- 
resident, and  his  lease  had  almost  expired,  58230. — 
If  the  district  were  scheduled,  the  Board  could  buy 
the  estate,  and  give  this  tenant  notice  to  quit,  58231- 
2. — Witness  wished  for  the  same  power  as  in  con- 
gested districts,  58232-3. 

Drainage. — The  River  Suck. 

Much  of  the  land  could  be  greatly  improved  by 
drainage,  many  uneconomic  holdings  could  be  made 
economic  by  drainage,  without  enlargement ; in  two 
electoral  divisions  of  Roscommon  which  would  be  bene- 
fited by  the  drainage  of  several  small  rivers,  which 
ran  into  the  Shannon  ; the  River  Suck,  which  ran 
between  Roscommon  and  Galway,  and  some  years 
previously  the  drainage  had  been  undertaken  by  the 
landlords,  and  the  money  was  advanced  by  the 
Drainage  Board  ; the  original  estimate  was  exceeded, 
58233. — And  a free  grant  of  £50,000,  was  procured  by 
the  Treasury,  58233-4,  58256. — The  whole  sum  ex- 
pended was  £160,000,  of  which  £50,000  was  a Treasury 
grant,  £60,000  was  borne  by  the  landlords,  and 
£50,000  by  the  tenants,  58256. — The  tenants,  who,  ac- 
cording to  Act  of  Parliament,  were  to  bear  a large 
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share  of  the  expenditure,  were  not  consulted,  58234-5. 
— But  when  the  Bill  referring  to  the  free  grant  was 
going  through  Parliament,  after  a considerable 
amount  of  money  had  been  wasted,  the  tenants  ob- 
tained representation  on  the  Drainage  Board,  58233, 
58235. — When  the  assessment  was  made,  the  tenants 
were  charged  with  a sum  representing  the  improve- 
ments made  on  their  respective  holdings,  and  the 
balance  fell  on  the  riparian  owners  ; the  grievance 
of  the  tenants  was  in  the  allocation  of  the  amount ; 
improvements  were,  no  doubt,  effected,  but  the  ten- 
ants held  that  an  excessive  value  was  placed  upon 
them  ; in  some  instances  the  assessment  on  the  ten- 
ants for  improvements  exceeded  the  rent  of  the  land, 
58235. — Of  the  capital  expended,  about  £70,000  was 
really  ineffective,  58256. — Witness  suggested  that  the 
Commission  should  recommend  that  some  portion  of 
the  cost  borne  by  the  tenants  should  be  wiped  out, 
or  the  time  for  repayment  extended,  58235,  58254. — 
The  time  for  repayment  varied  from  20  to  25  years, 
58255. — Witness  did  not  know  the  rate  of  interest, 
but  could  ascertain  it,  58256. — The  heavy  burden  of 
this  drainage  assessment  on  the  tenants  had  dis- 
couraged other  tenants  from  carrying  out  necessary 
drainage  works,  and  impeded  the  purchase  of  land, 
since  the  landlords  had  to  redeem  the  amount  laid 
on  them,  and  tenants  would  not  buy,  while  they  had 
a burden  on  them,  58235. — The  works  were  of  benefit 
to  the  district,  58243. — And  were  now  maintained  in 
a state  of  efficiency,  58244. — The  river  was  kept 
dredged,  and  the  drains  leading  into  the  river  to  be 
kept  open,  58245. — The  work  had  included  deepening 
the  river,  58246. — It  was  not  being  deepened  now, 
58247-8. — The  Drainage  Board  levied  and  collected 
the  rate  for  maintenance,  58249-51,  58253. — It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  repayment  of  the  original 
money,  58252. — This  was  collected  by  the  Board  of 
Works,  58251,  58253. — Witness  did  not  admit  that 
the  Government  was  not  responsible  ; the  Irish  Gov- 
ernment might  be  so,  58236. — The  landlords  had  made 
their  estimate  from  plans  prepared  by  their  engineer, 
which  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Government  and 
the  Board  of  Works,  58237. — Witness  did  not  question 
the  statement  that  the  Government  and  the  Board  of 
Works  took  no  responsibility  for  the  professional  ac- 
curacy or  character  of  the  plans,  but  merely  saw  that 
they  were  such  as  might  be  passed  ; and  they  advanced 
money  on  certificates  of  work  done  ; the  work  was 
often  suspended  for  years  and  had  to  be  re-done  ; the 
Irish  Government  had  taken  no  responsibility  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  schemes,  58238.— But  he  imagined 
the  Board  of  Works  submitted  their  plans  to  experts 
or  their  engineers,  58239. — They  were  to  blame  if 
they  advanced  public  money  without  taking  any  re- 
sponsibility, 58240. — A Board  of  Work’s  engineer 
visited  the  district,  58241. — If  no  engineer  of  the 
Board  visited  the  place  before  the  plans  were  sanc- 
tioned they  were  greatly  at  fault  ; since  the  tenants 
had  been  consulted  and  represented  there  had  been 
very  little  wasteful  expenditure,  and  this  representa- 
tion had  been  the  price  paid  for  their  co-operation 
in  obtaining  the  free  grant ; this  was  a plea  for  some 
mitigation  of  the  burden  on  the  tenants,  58242. 

The  Board,  the  Commissioners,  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

Witness  agreed  in  general  with  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
that  the  Estates  Commissioners  should  be  the  sole 
purchasing  authority,  and  that  any  estate  which  re- 
quired re-settlement  should  be  immediately  handed 
over  to  the  Board,  which  alone  should  undertake 
such  work  as  re-settling  it,  splitting  up  grazing 
farms,  and  carrying  out  drainage  works ; the  work 
of  agricultural  instruction  should  be  entrusted  to  the 
Department,  and  there  should  be  no  clashing  of  au- 
thority between  the  three  bodies,  58257. — The  work 
of  the  Commissioners  would  be  temporary,  as  would 
that  of  the  Board,  which  would  leave  as  soon  as  they 
had  re-settled  the  estates ; while  the  Department 
would  remain  as  long  as  the  law  left  them  in  exist- 
ence, 58263.— The  Board  should  operate  all  over  Con- 
naught, Donegal,  Clare,  and  Kerry,  and  the  Com- 
missioners should  have  similar  powers  with  regard  to 
congested  districts  in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  58264.— 
Outside  Connaught  the  Commissioners  would  be  not 
only  the  purchasing  but  the  settling  authority,  as  con- 
gested estates  elsewhere  than  in  Connaught  were  more 
4i  TO 
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easily  dealt  with,  58265. — It  was  a bad  place  to  have 
public  authorities  carrying  on  business  in  rivalry, 
58266,  58275.— Witness  knew  of  no  case  where  loss  or 
inefficient  work  had  resulted  from  the  clashing  of 
the  three  bodies,  58261. — There  was  a general  spirit  of 
dissatisfaction  on  account  of  the  rivalry  of  the  bodies, 
58262,  58266.— The  difficulty  would  be  met  by  an  al- 
location of  areas,  58277,  58280.— But  witness  also  de- 
sired to  relieve  the  Board  as  much  as  possible  from 
other  duties,  that  they  might  more  thoroughly  devote 
themselves  to  their  own  work,  58276.  58281. — Witness 
did  not  suggest  that  the  Commissioners  had  pur- 
chased more  economically  than  the  Board,  as  he  had 
no  means  of  forming  an  opinion,  nor  did  he  attach 
importance  to  the  opinion  of  those  who  made  the 
statement,  58267,  58275.— There  would  be  a danger  of 
friction  if  the  Board  had  to  fix  annuities  on  estates 
purchased  by  another  body,  if  the  Commissioners  did 
not  take  the  same  economic  interest  in  their  pur- 
chases in  congested  districts  as  elsewhere,  58282. — 
The  advantages  of  the  plan  would  more  than  counter- 
balance the  disadvantages  of  possible  friction  be- 
tween the  bodies,  58283.— Though  witness  would  pre- 
fer to  see  the  work  of  the  Board  limited  to  improving 
estates;  he  would  not,  if  rivalry  between  the  autho- 
rities were  prevented,  lay  much  stress  on  the 
Board  discontinuing  its  purchase  as  there 
was  a certain  disadvantage  in  the  possible 
delay  caused  by  the  Commissioners  being  unable  to 
purchase  everwhere  simultaneously,  58284. — The 

Commissioners,  having  an  up-to-date  Departmental 
organisation,  were  likely  to  arrange  purchases  more 
rapidly  than  the  Board,  which  depended  practically 
upon  the  personal  activity  of  Mr.  Doran,  and  was 
obliged  to  delay  operations  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  their  staff,  58285-6. — The  question  was 
one  of  staffing,  58287. — And  if  the  staff  of  the  Board 
were  enlarged,  it  need  not  be  slower  than  the  Com- 
missioners, 58284,  58288,  58289. — Witness  could  give 
no  instance  of  delay  having  been  occasioned  by 
the  Board,  58292. — If  the  Board  purchased  in  con- 
gested districts,  and  the  Commissioners  outside,  there 
would  be  no  tendency  to  create  a double  standard  of 
land  value,  since  the  standard  in  congested  districts 
was  naturally  different  from  the  standard  elsewhere, 
58290,  58290a.. — -Though  there  was  much  land  of  the 
same  character  as  the  Connaught  land,  in  other  dis- 
tricts, the  altered  circumstances  would  affect  the 
price,  58291. 

Land  Prices  under  Compulsory  Powers. 

If  compulsion  were  resorted  to,  the  purchasing  body 
would  arrange  the  machinery  by  which  the  compulsory 
price  would  be  arrived  at,  58263.— If  the  precedent  of 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  were  followed  the  right  of 
appeal  would  be  given  with  the  extension  of  com- 
pulsory powers,  58269. — And  the  judge  or  body  to 
whom  the  apeai  was  made  would  sooner  or  later  lay 
down  the  basis  on  which  the  price  of  land  should  be 
estimated,  58270. — But  even  then  it  would  still  be 
necessary  to  relieve  the  Board  of  the  work  of  pur- 
chase, as  even  under  compulsion  there  would  be  ne- 
gotiations, 58271. — Land  prices  would  not  be  stereo- 
typed, because  there  was  always  uncertainty  about 
going  to  law,  58272. — By  the  operation  of  compulsory 
law  in  England,  numerous  cases  were  arranged  with- 
out going  to  court,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the 
uncertainties  of  law,  58273.— Though  certain 

principles  might  become  known,  as  for  instance,  that 
good  land  would  produce  from  the  court  a higher 
price  than  bad  land,  there  was  always  the  case  of 
untenanted  land,  which  had  not  been  in  court  at  all, 
and  a considerable  time  would  elapse  before  principles 
were  laid  down,  58274. 

-Representation  on  the  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

There  should  be  on  the  Board  representatives  of 
the  people,  either  by  direct  election  or  by  selection  by 
by  the  County  Councils  of  each  county,  that  the 
Board  might  be  in  touch  with  the  people,  and  re- 
sponsible to  them,  58257.— And  there  should  be  at 
least  one  paid  member  who  would  have  a certain 
amount  of  authority,  and  be  responsible  between  the 
meetings  of  the  Board,  58257,  58259.— This  would 
follow  the  precedent  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  58257.— The  meetings  of  the 
Board  should  also  be  more  frequent  than  once  a 
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month,  58258. — Special  meetings  of  the  Board 
occasion  arose,  would  be  sufficient,  58259. — Whenever 
meetings  were  called  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
a particular  district,  they  should  be  held  in  that  dis. 
trict,  58257. 

Maintenance  of  Improvements. 

The  improvements  effected  by  the  Board  and  Com- 
missioners should,  when  these  bodies  no  longer  existed" 
be  inspected,  so  that  the  improvements  should  be 
maintained,  58304. — There  was  no  provision  for  such 
inspection  now,  58304-5. — Occupiers  must  maintain 
improvements  on  their  own  holdings,  so  far  as  they 
were  security  to  the  State ; the  Board  could  not  re- 
main for  ever  on  the  Dillon  Estate,  58304.— As  a 
rule  the  fact  that  occupiers  would  obtain  the  whole 
benefit  of  the  improvements  would  be  sufficient  in- 
centive to  their  maintenance,  58303. 

Migrants  and  Sons  of  Tenants. 

In  the  relief  of  congestion,  the  bounds  of  the 
county  ought  not  to  be  the  limit  to  the  relief  of  con- 
gestion in  that  county,  58294.— Witness  would 
not  obect  to  migrants  from  other  places  being 
brought  to  Roscommon,  58295,  58297.— But  the 
people  of  the  county  should  have  the  first  claim 
58295-7,  58299. — The  ratepayers  were,  as  the  law 
stood,  responsible  for  the  repayment  of  purchase 
annuities,  and  should  have  a voice  as  to  the  allot- 
ment of  the  land  ; they  might  think  a young  man 
from  their  own  district  more  suitable,  solvent,  and 
reliable,  than  a migrant  from  a distance,  58206, 
58298,  58318.— If  a grazing  farm  in  Roscommon 
were  cleared  and  a migrant  settled  on  it  who  failed 
the  liability  would  be  on  the  ratepayers  ; this  lia- 
bility would  not  disappear  if  the  tenant  were  a far- 
mer’s son,  but  the  presumption  was  that  a farmer’s 
son,  prepared  to  make  his  way  in.  America,  would  do 
better,  58311. — The  liability  was  likely  to  be  less, 
58312. — The  sons  of  tenants  in  Roscommon  had  a 
greater  claim  than  migrants  from  other  counties, 
58299. — If  there  were  but  little  margin  for  migrants 
after  tenants’  sons  were  satisfied,  it  was  still  best 
to  prevent  these  young  men  emigrating,  58298.— Ros- 
common men,  who  were  able  to  work  a farm,  had  a 
certain  claim  to  land,  as  descendants  of  the  original 
occupiers,  38300. — Persons  in  Kerry  and  Donegal 
might  be  relieved  by  drainage  of  holdings  and  estab- 
lishment of  industries,  rather  than  by  migration, 
58297. — Some  regard  must  also  be  paid  to  the  popular 
feelings  in  the  district  if  migration  and  distribution 
of  grass  lands  were  to  be  effectual ; the  grass  lands  of 
Roscommon  were  much  needed  by  the  people  of  the 
district,  and  migrants  could  not  be  forced  upon  them 
without  danger  to  the  public  peace,  58318. — If  this 
was  granted  the  argument  that  the  grass  lands  were 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land must  fall  through,  for  ._the  grass  land  would  be 
used  to  provide  land  for  those  who  ha'd  none  at  all, 
58321. — And  the  demand  for  the  acquisition  of  these 
lands  had  always  been  put  forward  as  justified  by  the 
need  for  relieving  congestion,  58320. — The  Commission 
had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  methods  of  re- 
lieving congestion,  58319.— If  the  policy  of  providing 
tenants’  sons  with  land  would  only  put  off  the  evil 
day  for  another  generation, . witness  still  thought  that 
they  might  relieve  the  existing  state  of  things  with- 
out looking  so  far  forward,  58301. — Nor  did  he  admit 
that  his  plan  would  fail  to  relieve  congestion  in  the 
West,  5830-2. — If  a migrant  failed  it  was  open  to 
tenants’  sons  to  buy  his  holding,  if  they  had  the 
ready  money,  58305. — The  land  would  be  put  up  to 
auction  and  the  purchaser  must  pay  cash  for  the 
tenant’s  right,  58306.— In  the  meantime  the  arrears 
on  the  annuity  would  have  been  levied  upon  the  local 
rates,  _ though  they  were  always  collected  from  the 
occupier,  58306. — And  there  was  some  loss  and  incon- 
venience, as  the  ratepayers  were  not  only  the  guaran- 
tors but  had  to  lend  the  money  ; for  example,  they 
had  to  pay  this  year  arrears  incurred  up  to  the  31st 
of  March  last  year,  and  this  might  be  repaid  by  Gov- 
ernment by  March  next  year ; in  the  meantime,  the 
ratepayers  were  out  of  pocket,  and  they  were  poor 
men ; 60  per  cent,  of  the  holdings  were  under  £50 
valuation,  58307.— The  sum  falling  on  the  rates  was 
small,  hut  it  would  grow  with  larger  operations, 
58308. — A year’s  annuity,  if  left  unpaid  by  a con- 
siderable number  of  tenants,  would  be  a serious  matter 
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for  the  county  ; even  before  the  land  was  sold  the 
amount  due  would  have  been  levied  off  the  rates, 
58315. — If  all,  or  a considerable  number,  of  the 
thousands  of  occupiers  failed,  the  ratepayers  would  be 
liable,  58316. — Some  might  fail  one  year,  and  some 
the  year  after,  and  it  might  not  break  the  ratepayers  ; 
they  had  already  a fair  share  of  rates  to  bear,  58316. 
— An  annuity  came  on  the  rates  immediately  it  was 
overdue ; this  year  £70,000  had  been  collected,  being 
two  years’  arrears,  and  was  stopped  from  the  grants 
in  relief  of  local  rates  ; the  arrears  so  far  had  been 
very  small,  so  that  Government,  till  this  year,  had 
not  troubled  to  collect  them  from  local  ratepayers  ; 
next  year  the  ratepayers  would  be  credited  with  the 
amount  of  arrears  paid,  58317.— Witness’s  objec- 
tion would  not  cease  if  the  failure  of  the  annuity 
would  not  come  on  the  rates  until  the  Government 
actually  failed  to  sell  the  holding,  58318. — The  diffi- 
culty as  to  migrants  was  not  so  great  as  some  persons 
thought ; it  was  largely  imaginary,  exaggerated,  and 
to  some  extent  created  by  the  debates  on  the  Pommis- 
sion  and  elsewhere  ; the  feeling  had  grown  lately ; 
five  or  six  years  >ag  o there  would  have  been  no  objec- 
tion in  Roscommon  to  importing  migrants,  58309-10. 
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Good  and  Bad  Land — Price  Differently 
Estimated. 

Witness  wished  to  comment  on  evidence  given  at 
Gooksiown  and  Newry  by  Canon  Quinn  and  Mr.  Jolm 
Doris,  and  produced  tables  showing  prices  given  in 
the  last  five  yeans  by  tenants  on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
M.  A.  Poe,  iand  also  oases  in  which  witness  had  exer 
cised  the  right  of  pre-emption  ; these  figures  were  as- 
sessed by  the  Estates  Commissioners,  58322. — 'Witness 
thought  Canon  Quinn’s  evidence  was  directed  to  show 
that  it  was  unjust  that  the  landlord  should  ask  the 
same  number  of  years’  purchase  for  bad  land  as  for 
good ; witness  held  that  rent  was  fixed  according  to 
the  quality  of  the  land,  and  that  the  landlord  was  en- 
titled to  get  even  for  bad  land  a price  which  would 
produce  his  second-term  net  rental,  58323. — Witness 
admitted  that  the  inherent  recuperative  properties  of 
good  land  were  much  greater  than  those  of  bad  land, 
58324. — If  two  men  were  selling  land,  one  in  Meath, 
and  one  in  Connemara,  both,  bringing  in  £100  per 
annum,  it  might  be  fair  that  the  Meath  man  should 
be  oapitalised  at  a lower  rate  of  interest  than  the 
Connemara  man,  58324. 

High  Prices  of  Land. 

Witness  gave  as  an  example  of  pre-emption  a bad 
farm  which  had  much  deteriorated;  the  mortgagee 
had  sold  his  interest,  and  the  Estates  Commissioners 
fixed  the  price  to  be  given  by  witness  at  twenty-five 
years’  purchase,  58324. — In  another  case  witness  paid 
forty-four  years’  purchase  for  a small  holding,  of 
which  the  rent  was  £2  per  lannum,  58324.— This  w.as 
not  a town-park  or  accommodation  park  ; witness  had 
during  the  past  five  yeaTs  paid  25,  35,  42,  43,  44,  63, 
and  72£  years’  purchase  for  holdings,  58325. — One 
was  a farm  of  which  the  valuation  was  £4,  and  the 
second  judicial  rent  £2  8s.,  which  witness  bought  in 
1900  at  44  years’  purchase ; in  ianother  the  valuation 
was  £10  10s.,  and  the  rent  £8  10s.,  second  term,  and 
witness,  in  1905,  had  to  pay  twenty-six  years’  pur- 
chase ; in  this  ease  forty  acres  were  arable,  but  had 
greatly  deteriorated,  58332. — In  this  property  the 
rents  were  collected  without  any  trouble,  58325. — The 
arrears  liad  been  £1,600,  and  they  were  reduced  with- 
out any  trouble  to  £400 ; in  such  a case  the  landlord, 
as  his  rental  was  secure,  was  entitled  to  a sum,  which, 
invested  in  ordinary  securities,  would  bring  in  his 
rental,  58328. — To  ask  24£  years’  purchase  was  not 
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exorbitant  when  one  considered  the  high  prices  the 
tenants  were  willing  to  give,  58325. — The  purchasers 
were  not  returned  Americans,  but  the  man  who 
bought  at  the  greatest  number  of  years’  purchase  had 
had  a large  sum  of  money  sent  from  America,  58326. 
— In  estimating  the  capital  sum  to  be  received  by  the 
landlord  you  must  be  guided,  not  only  by  the  judicial 
rent  of  the  holding,  tout  the  price  one  tenant  was 
willing  to  pay  to  another,  which  represented  the  true 
market  value,  58329. — The  security  for  the  State 
would  'be  the  inherent  agricultural  value  of  the  land, 
hut  the  market  value  in  open  market  was  the  real 
criterion  of  value,  58328. — To  a certain  extent  the 
price  must  be  influenced  by  considering  whe- 
ther the  rent  was  well  or  badly  paid,  58330. 
— The  market  for  slum  holdings  might  col- 
lapse ; if  industries  made  progress,  and  the 
poor  had  other  resources  than  agriculture,  58329. 
— In  the  case  of  the  twenty-six  years’  purchase,  tak- 
ing the  landlord’s  interest  .at  24£  years,  the  interest 
of  the  occupier  was  shown  to  be  greater  than  that  of 
the  owner,  58333. — A dual  interest  existed  in  un- 
tenanted  land,  as  the  owner  was  both,  owner  and  oc- 
cupier, 58335. — The  dual  interest  of  landlord  as  owner 
iand  occupier  illustrated  the  value  of  grazing  land, 
58334. — In  the  case  witness  had  in  mind,  he  had 
bought  out  the  tenants’  interest,  so  that  the  interest 
became  one,  58336-7. — So  it  could  not  be  deduced  that 
where  there  had  never  been  a tenant  there  was  a 
tenant’s  interest,  58338. 
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See  also  p.  235. 

Selection  of  Migrants  and  Allocation  of  Lands, 
&c. 

Witness  wished  that  representatives  of  the  oounty 
should  have  .a  voice  in  the  selection  of  migrants,  since 
the  success  of  the  scheme  would  depend  on  the  kind 
of  tenant  selected  for  the  new  holdings,  58339.— 
There  should  be  a nominated  or  elected  representa- 
tive from  the  county  on  the  body  responsible  for  se- 
lection, 58340.— It  should  be  their  business  to  inquire 
about  the  character  of  migrants,  58341-3. — Evidence 
should  be  taken  from  the  holdings  from  which  it  was 
proposed  to  migrate  them,  58339. — The  representative 
would  make  an  inquisitorial  investigation  dnto  each 
holding  from  which  migration  was  proposed,  58344.— 
He  should  not  be  solely  responsible  for  the  selection 
of  migrants,  but  should  share  the  responsibility  with 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  58339,  58345.— If 
migrants  were  approved  they  should  be  brought  into 
Roscommon  after  the  needs  of  the  county  were  settled, 
58346. There  was  a difference  of  opinion  as  to  whe- 

ther a member  of  the  Board  would  be  more  likely  to 
recommend  a policy  for  the  relief  of  congestion  which 
offended  local  prejudices  than  one  who  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Board,  58347.— He  might,  but 
outside  the  Board  his  influence  might  be  equally 
great,  58349.— Witness  would  not  go  into  the 
Sestion  of  1.U  own  MtiMdo  if  mmimted. 
58350.— He  thought  one  of  the  duties 
the  representative  would  be  to  see  that  resources  m 
Mavowere  exhausted  before  migrants  from  thence 
were  introduced  to  Roscommon  ; otherwise  the  intro- 
duction of  migrants  would  be  resented,  58348.  I he 
balance  of  the  grass  land  available  m ^common 
after  relieving  the  local  congestion  might  be  held  over 
till  it  were  ascertained  whether  it  were  required,  y 
congests  from  other  counties,  and  not  claimed  l.y 
farmers’  sons  till  the  matter  were  settled  58351.- 
The  entire  problem  of  Roscommon  should  fiist  be 
1 oi+  wdrti  for  there  were  thousands  of  holdings  m 
aft**  under  £5  v.l.ntion  58352.-TM 
on  the  estate  purchased  should  first  be  dealt  wi.h, 
58352.— Then  uneconomic  holdings  outsidetheesta 
58353.— Whether  scheduled  or  not,  58354.— And  if 
4 m 2 
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land  were  left  over  would  hold  it,  'and  not  earmark 
it  for  migrants,  58355,  58357. — There  were  parts  of 
Roscommon  to  which  migrants  would  be  unwilling  to 
go,  58356. — The  Board  and  Commissioners  should  have 
powers  to  make  additions  to  holdings  in  close  proxi- 
mity to  untenanted  lands,  even  when  the  valuation 
exceeded  £10,  or  sometimes  where  it  was  over  £14  ; 
he  knew  many  cases  where  the  area  did  not  exceed 
sixteen  statute  acres  at  these  valuations ; all  con- 
gested townlands  should  be  similarly  treated  where 
they  had  been  sold  to  tenants,  no  matter  under  what 
•conditions  they  had  been  purchased,  58358. — It  would 
not  be  advisable  only  to  buy  grass  lands  for  specific 
oases  of  congestion  already  decided  upon,  58359. — All 
•should  be  purchased  which  was  obtainable  at  a rea- 
sonable price,  58360,  58365. — The  land  the  Board  had 
now  on  ite  hands  was  useful  for  accommodating  the 
cattle  of  congests,  and  supplying  them  with  cheap 
hay,  58360. — The  settlement  of  Roscommon,  however 
fast  it  was  proceeded  with,  would  take  five  years, 
58366. — If  the  loss  on  the  flotation  of  stock  necessary 
to  buy  £5,000,000  worth  of  grass  Lands  in  Roscommon 
would  be  very  great ; it  might  be  sufficient  to  put  a 
pre-emption  clause  in  future  legislation,  securing  the 
land  to  the  people,  58361. — By  this  he  meant  that 
land  should  not  be  sold  except  through  the  public 
bodies  appointed  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  58363. 


The  Board  as  Purchasers. 

Witness  disagreed  with  Mr.  Hayden  as  to  the  'body 
appointed  to  purchase,  and  would  give  the  'Congested 
Districts  'Board  the  purchasing  of  Lands  with  which 
they  must  afterwards  deal,  as  this  would  be  likely  to 
work  better ; the  Board  would  d$al  with  Connaught 
and  other  congested  counties,  and  would  not  class  with 
the  Commissioners  dealing  with  other  classes  of  es- 
tates, 58363. 


Evidence  op  Tot  O’Oonob  Don. 

Witness  differed  from  parts  of  the  O’ Conor  Don’s 
evidence,  for  though  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
i 9° n1?r  ®on’s  father  was  a kind  'and  indulgent  land- 
lord, he  should,  if  he  wished  to  consider  his  tenants, 
have  sold  his  Clonallen  Estate  to  the  Board,  for  now 
nothing  had  been  done  for  the  tenants,  except  four, 
who  had  been  migrated,  58367.— The  O’-Conor  Don  had 
said  that  congests  were  not  anxious  to  migrate,  58367- 
B.— But  in  this  case  they  were  prevented  from  migra- 
tion by  the  offer  of  land  in  insufficient  quantity,  and 
at  too  high  an  annuity  ; the  Commissioners  had  told 
ttiem  they  would  get  cheaper  land  if  they  waited,  .and 
they  now  occupied  land  on  the  Balfe  estate,  thirty  v&r 
thoee  obbainaW®  on  the  Ballinger 
XS  lf  tenants  had  taken  what  was  first 
WOUl  j 3lavj  h,ad  smiaJ1  'additional  patches 
the  road,  and  two  miles  from  their  homes, 

dow  58368  e ThToSf  pos'tlo\foJ  ^ng  or  mea- 
ihn'ruJ 3^>8-~The  o Conor  Don  'had  also  stated  that 

tun/  ffivTran0e  °if  gmzier  vould  *»  * misfor- 
tune, but  the  grass  lands  were  deteriorating,  not  nro- 
ducing  thirty  per  cent,  of  what  they  lid  th£ty 

lTLTS  ,ago  ’ a wiiih'  twenty  acres  of  g<2d 
land  could  manage  it  better  than  gkziers  oofld 
some  of  the  new  tenants,  migrants,  had  supulied 
Castlerea  butchers  with  beef  : one  of  tV,J^PPi  d 
from  The  O'  CoS  DoS  JS 

market  fTS?  ISd 

.inee  -rfron  the  hay  awnt to K 

did  mot  „ e rfe  £keT  £ £%£ 

to  the  land;  witness  .aeieed  with  +h  ~ a “ oac, 

I'.therKeUyetBalUmSTsSdS.  the  °* 


Water  Supply  and  Fuel. 
cvtlLU insmuneentahle  dii 

Boarcfhi  tuSt'.X'  fa  mfgrlnL'X 

ss  ™rmpate,Ltehi;eli  tl 

couraged,  58370— Both  neat  am7r£i  al30tbe  e: 
58371  Bogs  we^“Lef  to  a,  £ 


oaal  mines,  58371. — Carriage  on  peat  was  greater  th- 
ou coal,  58372.— It  would  be  the  cheapest  fuel  “ 
grass  country,  and  people  were  more  'accustomed  to 
it ; migrants  would  prefer  peat,  58373. — Witness  had 
heard  that  the  price  of  peat  .and  oaal  would  be  tha 
same  if  .access  to  the  Arigna  coal  mines  were  easier  ■ 
witness  agreed  with  Mr.  Hayden  ,as  to  the  drainage 
question,  58374.  " 


Document  put  in  by  Mr.  John  Fitzgibbon. 
Statement  as  to  Valuation  and  Area  of  Agricul-  ‘ 
tural  Holdings  in  County  JRoscommon 
(excluding  Towns),  . . . - . 292 


WILLS,  Mr.  E.  W.  SANDFORD-. 


Distribution  op  Grass  Lands. — Objections. 

Witness  gave  evidence  on  behalf  of  landlords ; he 
resided  in  a congested  district,  and  believed  that  the 
distribution  of  grass  lands  should  be  proceeded  with 
with  caution,  58375. — The  people  of  his  district  were 
unwilling  to  migrate,  though  they  were  anxious  that 
their  neighbours  should  do  so,  58375,  58380-1. — He 
could  not  say  whether  they  would  go  in  colonies 
58380. — They  emigrated  without  compulsion  because 
they  had  friends  on  the  other  side,  58382. — A man 
who  had  14  acres  of  land  in  witness’s  neighbourhood 
had  said  he  would  not  change  it  for  forty  of  the  best 
land  elsewhere,  58375. — If  he  had  had  only  5 acres 
it  might  have  been  a different  matter,  58375-6.— If 
the  grass  ■ lands  were  cut  up  there  would  be  little 
increase  of  tillage,  as  they  were  unsuited  for  this 
purpose,  badly  supplied  with  water,  and  a long  way 
from  turf  ; even  where  the  best  crops  were  now  grown 
the  tendency  was  to  till  less  and  less,  58375.— Mi- 
grants would  not  resort  to  tillage  where  the  land  was 
hard  to  work  ; in  a townland  in  the  vicinity  of  Castle- 
rea, divided  into  20-acre  holdings,  eighteen  months 
ago,  there  was  practically  no  tillage,  but  all  grass, 
58377. — This  was  not  due  to  want  of  labour,  but  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  more  profitable  and  less  toilsome 
to  rear  cattle,  58378. — Grass  lands  were  not  deterio- 
rating at  all  events  in  the  heart  of  Galway,  58379- 
80.— The  tendency  to  till  less  was  shown  by  the 
decline  of  Castlerea  market,  where  less  than  half  as 
much  produce  was  sold  than  25  years  ago,  58375.— If 
the  land  were  divided  it  would  lead  to  continual 
meadowing  and  an  increase  in  production  of  store 
stock ; an  increase  in  the  production  of  calves  and 
a diminished  market  for  store  stock  of  I5  and  2 
ye^s  old ; the  market  for  oattle  would  be  restricted 
and  the  supply  increased,  which  would  seriously 
injure  the  small  farmers,  58375— The  cattle  trade 
was  the  mainstay  of  the  country,  and  was  conducted 
on  lines  shown  by  experience  to  be  the  best,  and  not 
to  be  inconsiderately  distributed,  58376. 


j-jin,  congested  districts  . 


Everything  possible  should  be  done  to  improve  the 
state  of  the  small  farmer  ; the  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  assisted  the  farmers  to  improve  their 
ftock  by  providing  good  sires  (bulls,  horses,  asses, 
oars,  rams  and  goats)  ; there  was  a depot  for  them 
_rme, at  Loughglynn  ; witness  would  regret  it 
11  mo  Board  were  disestablished  and  its  work  trans- 
terred  to  another  department ; much  good  work  had 
oeen  done  and  was  still  carried  on  by  the  Parish 
Committees  under  the  Board  ; in  his  parish  the  grants 
aid  of  building  had  led  to  great  improvements; 
more  might  be  done  if  the  Board  could  grant  funds 
t!  £ansh  Committees  for  drainage  purposes; 
mough  the  people  benefited  should  be  compelled  to 
drains  in  order,  or  the  improvement 
would  be  only  temporary,  58377. 


CONCANNON,  Mr.  MARTIN. 


Congestion  in  Ballintubber. 


council,  and  the  r 

lived,  58384— Thi: 


by  the  Castlerea  District 
Ballintubber,  in  which  he 
was  congested ; thirty-six 
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CONCANNON,  Mr.  MARTIN — continued. 


COTTON,  Mr.  COX — continued. 


families,  numbering  136  persons,  were  living  on  86 
acres  of  bogland,  and  twelve  other  families  were  living 
on  50  acres  of  a.  by-road  like  tenants  of  a town-block, 
and  bolding  their  land  in  common ; they  had  been 
repeatedly  summoned  on  account  of  the  way  in  which 
they  lived,  58383. — It  was  not  scheduled  though  very 
much  congested,  58383,  58385-6. — Because  it  was  con- 
tiguous to  large  grazing  ranches,  58386. 


Holding  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  a small  farmer,  58387.— Holding,  15£ 
acres,  of  a valuation  of  £14  10s.  ; of  this,  3£  acres 
were  arable  land  and  11  acres  bogland,  which  would 
not  grow  anything,  58390. — He  would  rather  have 
16^  acres  of  the  worst  possible  clay  land  than  all 
his  bogland,  for  even  when  the  farmer  was  successful 
the  produce  of  bogland  was  worth  little,  58391. — In 
the  last  13  years  witness  had  spent  £47  15s.  for  grass 
manures ; he  used  formerly  to  have  meadow  land  at 
poor  house  and  to  go  to  three  conacre  fields,  58388. — 
He  did  not  break  up  his  other  fields,  because  then  he 
would  have  had  nothing  with  which  to  feed  his  cow 
and  calf  in  winter ; bog-hay  was  not  good  for  ani- 
mals, though  it  kept  them  alive,  58389. — If  witness 
had  30  acres  of  good  land  he  would  require  capital 
with  which  to  work  it,  58390. — He  would  enclose  four 
acres  for  tillage,  58390-1.— And  about  the  same 
quantity  for  meadow,  and  would  pasture  the  rest ; 
he  had  a conviction  that  Irish  farmers  could  not 
live  without  tillage,  but  the  land  they  had  to  till 
was  bad,  58391. 


COTTON,  Mr.  COX 


Agreements  forbidding  Tillage. 

Grazing  was  prevalent  in  Roscommon  because  in 
most  leases  and  agreements  between  landlord  and 
tenant  penal  clauses  prevented  the  occupiers  from 
building  or  converting  into  tillage ; grazing  was 
looked  on  as  a legitimate  business,  and  laws  were 
enacted  to  make  agreements  between  landlord  and 
tenant  binding,  58392. — Witness  was  bound  by  one  of 
his  agreements  not  to  till  more  than  10  acres  where  he 
resided,  58393. — The  clause  against  building  was  also 
intended  to  discourage  tillage,  58395. — Witness  had 
an  agreement  made  with  his  father  in  1858,  prevent- 
ing more  than  four  acres  being  tilled ; this  amount 
was  allowed  for  a herd’s  garden,  58396. — There  were 
252  Irish  acres  on  the  farm,  58397. — The  landlords 
were  afraid  the  rich  pasture  lands  should  be  broken 
up,  as  they  were  more  valuable  under  grass,  58394. — 
Acts  of  Parliament  made  these  agreements  binding, 
and  when  the  agreements  were  broken  the  penal 
clauses  were  frequently  enforced,  58398. — If  it  had 
not  been  for  these  agreements  many  farms  would  have 
been  tilled  and  houses  built,  58392. 


Lands  unfit  for  Tillage. 

Much  of  the  land  in  Roscommon  was  deep,  cold 
clay,  deep  in  growth  and  unsuitable  for  tillage, 
similar  land  in  England  had  been  found  unsuitable 
for  tillage,  58398. — In  Leicestershire  and  other  coun- 
ties where  there  was  deep  clay,  witness  could  not 
locate  it,  but  knew  it  for  a fact,  58399-402. — In  the 
•district  to  which  witness  referred  there  was  bad  water 
and  no  bog,  the  potatoes  grown  were  almost  unfit  for 
food,  and  witness  had  seen  green  oats  nearly  at 
Christmas  time,  58402. — This  was  not  between  Ath- 
lone  and  Roscommon,  but  the  road  leading  from 
Castlerea  past  the  cross  roads,  three  miles  from  the 
town  and  past  Rathmoyne  to  Rathcroghan ; the 
Board  had  acquired  a good  deal  of  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ; the  district  of  which  witness  spoke  was 
bounded  on  the  west  and  north  by  the  road  from 
Rathcroghan,  through  Tulsk,  to  Cloonaquin  ; the  few 
occupiers  only  grow  small  patches  of  crops,  finding  it 
uneconomic  to  do  more,  58404,  58406. — The  land  was 
between  three  miles  of  Castlerea,  58403. — The  ripe 
oats  the  Commissioners  had  seen  would  be  between 
Athlone  and  Roscommon  ; the  best  district  in  Ros- 
common for  ripening  crops,  58403. 


Holding  of  Witness. 

Witness  was  a grazier  on  a fairly  large  scale, 
holding  between  400  and  500  Irish  acres,  58413-4. — 
He  had  not  a single  acre  on  the  11  months’  system, 
58415-6. — But  held  some  under  a judicial  lease, 
58415,  58417. — And  had  purchased  130  statute  acres 
17 g years  ago  under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  58415,  58417. 
— He  had  also  arranged  to  purchase  the  land  where  he 
resided,  58415,  58417. — He  was,  as  the  land  stood, 
pretty  safe  himself,  58421. — The  farm  7 miles  away 
was  non-residential,  58421. 


Land  held  without  Formal  Lease. 

On  some  estates  leases  were  not  given,  but  there  was 
an  understanding  that  as  long  as  a tenant  paid  his 
rent  he  was  left  in  possession,  58406,  58438,  58439. — 
Some  families  had  been  in  possession  for  forty  years 
on  this  understanding,  and  if  it  had  been  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  they  would  come  under  “Ulster 
Custom”;  when  these  estates  were  bought  by  the 
Board  or  Commissioners  the  occupiers  had  to  go 
without  compensation,  which  sometimes  meant  rum 
to  them  ; for  an  example,  John  L.  Cotton,  of  Long- 
ford House,  Castlerea,  had  held  a farm  on  the  Pol- 
lock Estate  for  38  years,  and  since  the  expiration  of 
his  lease  had  been  a yearly  tenant ; the  agent  of  the 
estate  had  given  him  notice  to  quit,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners wanted  the  land ; there  was  no  mention  of 
compensation,  58406.— The  tenant  had  made  no  claim 
on  the  Commissioners,  but  witness  thought  it  was 
due  to  him  to  obtain  compensation,  58408,  58411. — 
The  agreement  was  not  a parole  agreement  , the  lease 
had  been  for  21  years,  and  the  land  had  been  held 
from  year  to  year  for  18  years  after  this,  58409. — The 
landlord  had  no  thought  of  evicting  Cotton  if  he  had 
not  sold  the  land,  58410. — The  mortgagees  were  file 
landlords  and  had  given  notice,  stating  that  in  the 
event  of  their  not  selling  the  land  they  should  be  glad 
for  him  to  continue,  58142,  58433. 


Compensation  for  Disturbance. 

In  many  cases  men  who  had  held  land  during  their 
lives  had  been  induced  by  reduction  of  rent  to  sign 
agreements  which  made  them  11  months’  men,  58422. 
— -Witness  thought  men  whose  leases  had  expired  and 
who  had  since  been  yearly  tenants  and  those  who  held 
their  land  by  honourable  agreements  and  had  become 
11  months’  men,  should  get  compensation  for  disturb- 
ance and  be  allowed  to  buy  a portion  of  the  land  ; the 
landlord  was  allowed  to  buy  some  of  his  estate  ; the 
agent  was  paid  commission,  and  the  herd  got  a por- 
tion of  the  land,  but  the  grazier  got  nothing  ; it  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  compensate, 
they  had  paid  £20,000,000  to  slave-owners  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  if  it  were  advisable  to  divide 
grazing  lands  the  State  should  compensate  the  occu- 
pier, bearing  in  mind  when  fixing  the  amount  that 
there  was  no  open  market  for  the  sale  of  land  since 
the  Act  of  1903  ; if  compensation  were  given  it  would 
tend  to  maintain  peace  in  the  country,  and  more  land 
would  be  available  without  compulsion,  58422. — The 
Small  Holdings  Allotment  Act  of  1907  stated  that  when 
a labourer  had  been  regularly  employed  on  any  land 
acquired  by  the  County  Council  for  small  holdings 
and  proved  that  he  was  deprived  of  employment  and 
could  obtain  no  equally  suitable  work  in  the  locality, 
the  Council  might  compensate  him,  this,  witness 
thought,  was  a precedent  for  compensating  the  occu- 
pier, 58432.— The  landlord  should  not  pay  compen- 
sation, as  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  community, 
it  should  be  paid  by  the  State,  58434.— There  was  a 
kind  of  compulsion,  because  the  Commissioners  might 
refuse  to  buy  the  estate  unless  they  got  the  grazing 
land,  58436.— Not-  even  the  United  Irish  League 
would  say  the  grazier  should  be  refused  compensation, 
they  did  not  think  a man  should  be  sent  to  the  work- 
house,  58436. — The  incoming  tenant  should  not  lose, 
58434,  58437.— There  should  be  a Treasury  grant, 
58437.— If  the  landlord  should  pay  compensation  it 
would  be  reasonable  that  the  total  amount  paid  by 
the  tenants  in  their  purchase  prices  should  be  in- 
creased, 58438. — Witness  had  no  doubt  some  land- 
lords objected  to  sell,  because  they  thereby  would  in- 
jure tenants  with  whom  they  had  an  honourable 
understanding,  58439. 
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COTTON,  Mr.  COX — continued. 

Migration. 

Migrants  should  not  be  introduced  into  Roscommon 
until  local  needs  were  satisfied ; each  county  should 
relieve  its  own  congestion  ; there  was  more  grazing 
land  in  Mayo  and  Galway  Gian  in  Roscommon,  it  was 
more  suitable  for  tillage,  and  fuel  was  more  abun- 
dant, while  in  Roscommon  migrants  would  have  no 
chance  of  getting  turf ; witness  believed  that  Mr. 
Doran  must  have  been  carried  away  by  enthusiasm 
when  he  recommended  migration  on  so  large  a scale ; 
witness  had  compared  the  crops  in  Roscommon  with 
those  in  Mayo  when,  in  1891,  he  was  sent  by  the 
Land  Commission  to  report  cm  the  potato  crops  of 
both  counties,  and  was  struck  with  the  yield  of  all 
kinds  of  crops  in  Mayo  compared  to  Roscommon, 
58423. 

Graziers  and  thb  Cattlb  Trade. 

The  quantity  of  land  which  would  be  given  to  ten- 
ants if  the  grazing  lands  were  distributed  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  hold  their  young  cattle 
for  beef  in  'the  English  or  Scotch  markets ; it  took 
from  four  to  five  statute  acres  to  feed  a sum  of  cattle 
summer  and  winter,  so  that  unless  food  were  bought 
the  tenant  could  not  keep  up  the  succession ; it  was 
possible  that  the  occupier  might  have  to  part  with 
some  of  his  stock  to  meet  his  engagements ; if  no 
graziers  remained  to  buy  the  young  stock  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  tenant  to  support  his  family  and 
pay  his  instalments,  and  even  more  so  if  Canadian 
stores  were  admitted ; the  graziers  and  small  holders 
had  been  a mutual  benefit  to  each  other  in  the  cattle 
trade ; any  change  in  the  grazing  farms  would  tend 
to  the  extinction  of  the  high-priced  Roscommon  rams 
which  had  been  placed  by  graziers  at  the  disposal  of 
small  holders,  free  of  charge ; horse-breeding  would 
also  be  checked,  and  hunters  and  army  remounts  be- 
come very  scarce,  as  it  would  not  pay  a farmer  to 
breed  foals  when  there  was  no  grazier  to  buy  them, 
and  young  horses  needed  a wide  run  ; the  graziers  had 
been  accustomed  to  buy  foals  at  from  £12  to  £20 ; in 
all  these  ways  the  grazier  had  been  useful  to  the  com- 
munity, 58423. — When  the  country  was  more  popu- 
lous the  prices  of  cattle  were  much  lower ; witness 
had  among  his  father’s  papers  a fair  book  dated 
May,  1850,  giving  the  prices  of  cattle  at  the  fair  at 
Strokestown  in  that  year,  58422-3.— Among  the  cattle 
bought  at  Strokestown  for  the  farm  of  Carnagat  were 
25  two-year-oid  heifers  at  £4  each;  one  three-year- 
?|d>  C'H  yearlinSs;  £1  7a.,  £1  3a.  and  £l  10s.  to  £1 ; 
the  highest  price  for  yearlings  seemed  to  be  £2,  and 
the  lowest,  £1 ; according  to  this  reoord  thirty-eight 
beasts  were  bought  for  £121  6a.  6 d.  ; at  the  fair  at 
nrenchpark,  which  was  a more  congested  district, 


the  whole  fifteen  (or  £19  16s.,  58483.— Ho  tw™„ 
olds  were  bought  at  Frenchpark,  the  highest  price 
-s  three-year-old  heifer,  5842A— Witness 


M s“ifch«h  for  the  Agricultural  Department*  and 

tkU  dLrirf  .St‘A“tlos  .for  ““tle  this  year  in 

turn  district , the  price  of  two-year-old  heifers  a't 

mZ  “sS  ^TtS 

00444,  58426.  Witness  was  born  in  1844  and  had 
been  early  acquainted  with  the  grasine  trlde  iS 
father  had  told  him  that  oalyes  wS““fd  when ’new 
born  ; the,  were  eold  at  prices  from  5,  to  2?  ej 

stockPS  trdeJris‘hffl42rJTi“tge  V 
acre  58428.— It  was  now  32s.  per  Irish  acre  58439 
“o  fa™  in  ‘tS,  £ h"  ,faV  had  had 

landlord  (to  whom  he  gave  E£500W  and  the 

lease  for  a slight  rise  Sa  m/  g?VG  hjm  a long 
good  part  Of  tie  tS\f  £39'rTh8  had  for  t 

had  fallen  in  1878  ;“  Myfn  £2%? 
of  these  lands  fell  from  enonrm,,*  ^eaTS  tfle  rents 
and  since  1882  or  1883  had  been  ?r^c®s *° 'dearly  half. 
-There  had  been  a rise  in  ,St  nroSj^dI’  68431- 
rise  m stock,  58430  —And  •°POT£1°?ate  the 

large  fort, mi,  in  “„.S?neS  SIS  ^ m‘  ”■“*> 

rion;  somefame  ago  witn,*,  had™^^”  P££ 


COTTON,  Mr.  COX — continued. 

years  of  the  statistics  in  the  witness  box  and  had 
shown  Judge  Fitzgerald  that  year-old  cattle  were  a 
good  deal  out  of  proportion  to  two-year-old  <•*«!- 
now,  58432.  ue_ 


WEBB,  Mr.  PATRICK. 

Alleged  'Competition  Between  BoAitn  and  Cowmis- 


Witness  lived  at  Loughglynn,  and  thought  that  com- 
petition ‘between  the  Boaird  and  Commissioners  should 
be  abolished ; he  had  had  experience  of  estates  where- 
both  Board  and  Commissioners  had  approached  men 
of  ‘influence  to  have  estates  transferred  to  themselves 
58440-1,  58443.— They  wished  County  'Councillors  and 
other  persons  of  influence  to  sanction  them  as  pur- 
chasers, 58441-2. — This  competition  raised  prices,  par- 
ticularly on  the  De  Eieyne  Estate,  58442  58449.— 
Witness  and  others  were  asked  to  memorialise  the- 
Board,  58444-5. — In  <a  case  where  the  Board  wished  to 
buy,  an  official  of  the  Board  approached  witness  to- 
induce  him  to  influence  the  tenants  to  memorialise  the 
Board,  58446,  58468.— And  an  official  of  the  Estates- 
Commissioners  also  approached  witness,  58447-8 
58461.— Both  were  referring  to  the  Murphy  Estate- 
and  to  the  DeFreyne  Estate,  58449-50.— The  person  was- 
not  ian  Estates  Commissioner,  but  one  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, 58451.— Witness  would  not  give  the  name. 
58452. — But  if  the  Commission  would  guarantee  it 
should  not  injure  the  official  lie  would  do  so  58457 
5~489  ~The  man  in  question  was  still  a prominent, 
official  under  the  Board,  58460.— It  was  not  -Mr. 
Doran,  58458,  58469. — The  man  came  to  Loughglvnn 
to  witness’s  own  house,  58470.— He  did  not  say  he  had 
been  deputed  by  the  Board  to  consult  witness  with  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  the  De  Preyne  Estate,  58471— He- 
said  the  Board  was  lamxious  to  purchase  the  estate, 
and  knew  the  Commissioners  were  also  anxious,  .and 
of  witness  oould  induce  the  tenants  to  sanction  the- 
Board  it  would  place  him  in  a very  responsible  posi- 
tion, 58472. — This  was  three  months  previous  to  the- 
announcement  of  the  sale,  58463,  58473.— It  was  not 
the  same  person  who  asked  for  'both,  58474.— The  re- 
presentative of  the  Board  and  of  the  Commissioners 
approached  witness  simultaneously,  58466.— But  not 
rai  the  same  day,  58467.— They  knew  that  Lord  de- 
Freyne  had  made  witness  an  offer  of  a reduction  of  7s. 
in  the  £ on  first,  and  5s.  in  the  £ on  second-term,  rents- 
on  behalf  of  the  tenants,  58467. — Witness  was  then  a 
Ckranty  Councillor  tand  a District  Councillor,  and  one- 
s'* the  foremost  men  in  the  agitation,  58464.— Witness- 
had  replied  that  he  would  not  interfere,  58465— Hr 
might  be  that  the  person  who  approached  witness  had 
^ *nflHince  witl1  either  Board  or  Commissioners, 
•^77.— -He  advocated  persuading  the  tenants  to  sanc- 
tion the  Board  on  ‘account  of  its  great  improvements- 
on  the  Dillon  Estate,  58478. — Witness  was  not  labour- 
ing under  a misapprehension,  58456,  58462.— It  was- 
on  these  grounds  he  wished  to  have  only  one  or  other 
of  those  bodies,  58462,  58475,  58478— Witness  would 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  Lord  de  Ereyne  and  Mr. 
Murphy  both  proposed  to  Sir  Antony  MacDonnell  to- 
purchase  their  estates,  58453,  58468— Sir  A.MacDon- 
nen  never  wrote  witness  a line  on  the  matteT,  58454- 
su<*-  :a  keen  market  for  land  the  prices 
should  -he  good,  58476. 

Suggested  Duties  of  Board  and  Commissioners — 
Favouritism:  of  the  Board. 

■ W1shed  the  Commissioners  to  be  the  purchas- 

mg -body,  and  approved  their  fixing  the  rents  and  ep- 
p lomng  the  lands,  leaving  the  Board  to  carry  out 
'Commissioners  might  re- 
pe  tiie  land,  58479. — Witness  made  these  distinc- 
tions because  he  thought  the  -Board  showed 
"‘MSO-lk-On  the  Dilhn  Estate  teg. 
MkUns  had  received  land,  while  tenants  with  one  to- 
three  a ores  hod  not  teen  enlarged,  SS480.— In  the  ril- 
n JlL  f -“^gualower  Mrs.  Creighton,  who  held  sixteen 
of  land,  got,  in  ladd'itdcn,  six  or  seven 

acres,  58487-8— While  Peter  Gilligan,  Michael’ 
rady,  Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  and  Francis  Duigenan, 
who  held  only  one  acre  of  arable  land  and  one  acre 
or  bog  were  overlooked  altogether,  58489,  58488,. 
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WEBB,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 

58490. — Duigeman  got  a holding,  58491.— He  did  not 
hand  it  over  to  witness,  58492,  58493-4. — One  of  the 
officials  of  the  Board  had  also  received  twenty  acres 
of  land,  iand  a mansion  formerly  used  as  a police 
barrack,  58495. — This  was  Mr.  O’Connor;  the  land 
he  was  said  to  have  given  the  Board  in  exchange  was 
a plot  he  grabbed  in  Loughglynn  at  the  eviction  of 
Mr.  Hossey,  58496. — A new  police  barrack  was  being 
built  in  Loughglynn  at  a cost  of  £1,000  to  £1,200, 
58494. — The  old  barrack  could  accommodate  twelve  or 
thirteen  • policemen,  58495. — If  witness  had  not 
brought  this  before  the  Commission  he  would  have 
taken  it  to  the  House  of  Commons,  58497. — The  wit- 
ness had  been  sent  to  express  this,  the  opinion  of  the 
district,  58498. — The  witness  showed  the  authority  of 
1,400  persons  when  he  won  the  game  question  for  the 
tenants  on  the  Dillon  Estates  ; he  hoped  the  game 
would  be  vested  in  the  tenants,  58501. — He  gave  his 
word  that  he  had  authority  from  the  tenants  to  malce 
the  above  charges,  58502-3. 

Grievance  op  Witness. 

Witness  had  holdings  on  the  De  Preyne  Estate  and 
the  Dillon  Estate,  ana  for  the  first  year,  1902,  he  got 
the  reduction  of  6s.  8d.  in  the  pound  like  all  the 
tenants,  58503,  58525. — Four  widow  women  who 
thought  they  had  been  badly  treated  by  the  Board, 
complained  to  witness,  and  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Donan, 
who  replied  that  the  Board  could  manage  matters 
without  his  interference,  58503.— The  women  were 
Mrs.  Duigenan,  Mrs.  Rush,  Mrs.  Moore,  and  'another 
Mrs.  Rush,  since  dead  ; witness  wrote  to  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  with  the  'result  that  the  widows  got  their  land, 
58504. — And  after  that  he  was  refused  the  reduction 
which  all  the  ether  tenants  'had,  58504. — Everyone  on 
the  estate  had  the  reduction,  58525. — The  Board 
explained  that  owing  to  his  attitude  towards  Mr. 
Doran  they  could  not  see  their  way  to  interfere, 
58506. — Witness  then  refused  to  pay,  58507. — And 
■was  served  with  six  processes  of  ejectment,  and  de- 
creed for-  the  whole  amount,  58507,  58549. — Mr.  Derail 
then  said  witness  had  refused  to  sign  his  purchase 
agreement,  but  he  had  signed  it,  and  lost  it ; he 
signed  a document,  hut  the  assignment  was  cancelled, 
and  witness  was  processed  for  the  old  rent,  58507. — He 
was  made  pay  the  full  rent  with  costs,  because  he  had 
asked  for  justice  for  the  widows,  58549. — Witness  had 
written  to  the  'Board'  on  two  occasions,  and  had  offered 
Mr.  O'Connor  a signed  cheque  to  fill  in  for  the  rent, 
minus  the  deductions,  58507,  58508. — This  had  been 
done  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Judge  last  October,  that 
if  he  paid  up  he  would  get  his  purchase  agreement, 
58549. — Consequently  he  had  gone  to  Dublin, 
and  offered  the  cheque  to  the  Board’s  Soli- 
citor, who  had  promised  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Board,  but  had  subsequently  re- 
turned the  cheque  to  witness,  and  had  him 
•served  with  six  processes  of  ejectment  iand  a writ, 
58508,  58549. — And  refused  his  purchase  agreement, 
58549. — Witness  was  not  to  appear1  on  October  5th, 
58520. — He  was  with  the  Board  on  Friday,  and  left  a 
cheque  with  Mr.  O’Connor  on  certain  conditions,  and 
had  a wire  yesterday  cashing  the  cheque  for  the  full 
Tent,  58515,  58522-4.— He  only  paid  the  rent  when  the 
writ  was  issued,  58517-8. — He  would  not  have  paid 
if  he  had  not  been  forced  by  receiving  a notice  to  quit 
another  holding,  and  also  a writ,  58526. — This  was 
only  a move  in  the  game,  hut  it  ought  to  he  exposed, 
58526-7. — Witness  had  originally  offered  a cheque  for 
the  rent  minus  the  reductions,  58511-2.— He  was  en- 
titled to  reductions,  58519. — 'Witness  did  not  think 
Mr.  Doran  would  have  gone  to  such  lengths  if  he  had 
not  been  prompted  by  others,  58559. — He  was  now 
paying  the  old  rent  (Lord  Dillon’s  rent)  to  the  Board, 
58545-6. — He  could  not  redeem  his  holdings,  as  the 
Board  refused  to  put  his  purchase  agreement  before 
"him,  58547. — He  had  paid  his  rent  in  full  for  the  De 
Freyne  Estate  holding  two  months  ago,  58508. — Wit- 
ness had  nine  or  ten  holdings,  58250,  58529. — Ho  had 
had  one  holding  on  the  Dillon  Estate  and  one  on  the 
De  Freyne  Estate,  58528. — He  had  held  them  all  him- 
self ; when  his  wife  was  ill  he  had  taken  in  a brother 
from  Manchester,  but  as  the  Board  refused  to  accept 
him  for  a tenant,  he  returned  to  Manchester,  and 
witness  took  the  holding  again,  58530. — Witness  had 
purchased  the  holdings  from  occupying  tenants  in 
open  market,  and  built  the  houses  himself  ; he  had 
built  four  houses  in  Loughglynn,  58531. — He  was  a 
farmer  and  cattle-dealer,  58532. — And  a shopkeeper 


WEBB,  Mr.  PATRICK — continued. 
with  a licence,  58533-4. — He  did  not  lend  money,  but 
people  sometimes  owed  him  money  for  shop  goods, 
58535-6. — None  of  the  holdings  which  came  into  his 
possession  had  anything  to  do  with  his  shop  debts, 
58538. — He  had  opened  a shop  only  lately,  58537. — 
That  was  about  eight  years  ago,  58539. — And  had  had 
all  the  holdings  but  one  for  twenty-three  years,  58540-1. 
—He  had  had  a portion  of  this  for  thirty  years,  and 
the  rest  for  five  or  six  years,  58542. — The  persons  who 
had  formerly  occupied  the  holdings  had  died,  and  the 
■relatives  had  sold  the  holdings ; a mam  named  Man- 
gam  had  held  some,  and  the  parish  priest  had  had 
one,  58543. — It  was  a usual  thing  for  persons  to  sell 
holdings  in  this  way  ; witness  would  sell  them  now 
if  he  got  a fair  price  for  them,  58544. — Witness 
farmed  his  seven  holdings  himself,  58550-1. — He  had 
two  or  three  tenants  in  the  cottages  on  the  holdings, 
58552. — They  had  a good  house  and  garden  for  2s.  a 
week,  58553. — Witness  had  thirteen  or  fourteen  men 
working  summer  and  winter,  and  paid  them  12s.  6d. 
and  9s.  a week  iand  support,  58554. — They  were  ordi- 
nary labourers,  weekly  tenants,  who  could  be  turned 
out  at  a moment’s  notice,  58555,  58557-8. — Witness 
had  offered  to  sell  his  houses  to  these  tenants,  and 
had  signed  agreements  to  be  sent  to  the  Board ; one 
holding  was  enough  for  witness,  and  he  was  prepared 
to  sell  even  his  lands  on  the  De  Freyne  Estate  to  the 
Board  if  he  could  get  what  he  gave  for  them,  58558. 
— He  was  not  a landlord,  58558a.— He  had  signed 
agreements,  iand  would  leave  the  valuation  to  the 
Board  or  even  to  Mt.  Donan,  58559. 

Division  of  Grass  Lands — 'Migrants,  &c. 

Witness  did  not  think  the  cattle  trade  would  suffer 
if  the  better  lands  in  Galwiay  were  divided ; it  would 
rather  be  an  improvement ; witness  did  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Fitxgi'bbon  >as  to  earmarking  the  land  after 
certain  persons  were  supplied  ; he  thought  they  should 
not  be  too  particular  in  selecting  tenants,  as  this 
would  put  off  the  final  settlement  indefinitely ; the 
small  farmers  were  the  best  farmers  witness  knew, 
and  he  thought  an  agricultural  tenant  who  was  suited 
to  farming  and  understood  'agriculture  should  have 
a holding  whatever  part  of  Ireland  he  came  from, 
58559.  —Congests  should  have  the  preference  before 
the  sons  of  tenants,  58560-1. 

The  Dillon  Estate. 

There  was  more  enterprise  iand  activity  on  the 
Dillon  Estate  than  there  used  to  he,  58563. — Before 
the  estate  was  dealt  with,  there  was  hardly  a bag  of 
oats  to  be  bought  in  Loughglynn,  and  now  the  farms 
all  had  two  to  four  acres  of  tillage,  'and  thousands  of 
barrels  of  oats  came  in  to  Loughglynn,  many  of  which 
were  bought  by  witness ; and  persons  who  used  to 
fatten  one  or  two  pigs  reared  six  or  seven,  58561-2. — 
There  was  now  a goal  pig  fair  in  Loughglynn  on  the 
last  Thursday  in  every  month,  58563. — Witness  was 
of  opinion  (barring  the  difficulties  which  he  personally 
had  with  the  Board)  that  its  action  in  the  Dillon  Es- 
tate had  been  successful,  58564,  58565. — Though  there 
were  some  tenants  overlooked,  58564. — The  people  on 
the  estate  owed  witness  only  a few  shillings  or  a 
pound  as  a rule,  58566. — He  had  not  had  four  pro- 
cesses since  he  kept  a shop,  58566. — If  they  bought  a 
bag  of  flour  they  might  pay  next  week,  or  not  for  five 
years ; witness  gave  them  a pass-book,  58567. — He 
made  up  for  lying  out  of  his  money,  because  _ the 
people  generally  dealt  with  him  ; he  charged  no  inte- 
rest, as  his  books  would  show,  58568. — The  people 
were  getting  to  "be  good  payers  since  they  got  >an  en- 
largement of  holdings  from  the  Board  ; before  that 
they  were  not  so  good  ; as  a rule  the  shop-keepers  in 
Castlerea  and  Ballaghadereen  bore  with  the  tenants, 
and  did  not  press  them  for  money  while  they  wore 
stocking  the  land  or  making  improvements,  and  now 
they  were  trying  to  pay  off  what  they  had  owed  for 
four,  five,  or  six  years ; witness  thought  there  was  a 
general  improvement,  58569. 


DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY. 

See  also  pp.  1,  410,  495,  and  623. 

Mr.  Webb’s  Allegations  as  to  Competition  between 
the  Board  and  the  Estates  Commissioners. 

Witness  had  heard  Mr.  Webb’s  evidence,  and  had 
made  notes  on  the  points  he  mentioned,  58570-1.— 
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He  did  not  -flunk  it  necessary  to  go  into  the  question 
first  touched  on,  since  Mr.  Wehb  did  not  allege  that 
he  had  been  approached  by  any  member  of  the  Board' 
or  Commissioners,  or  by  Sir  A.  MacDonnell,  but  by 
a subordinate,  who  exceeded  his  duty ; witness  him- 
self had  never  spoken  to  Mr,  Webb  about  any  estate, 
58572. 

Alleged  Favouritism  or  the  Board. 

Mr.  Creighton,  of  Aughalower,  was  a rival  cattle 
dealer,  which  accounted  for  Mr.  Webb’s  mention  of 
him  ; his  case  was  in  the  13th  Report  of  the  Board,  at 
page  182,  on  which  there  was  a list  of  all  migrants  up 
to  date,  with  particulars  of  their  old  and  new  holdings, 
58573.— Mr.  Creighton  had  a holding  of  twenty-five 
statute  acres,  with  a rent  of  £10  17s.  7 d.,  58576. — Mr. 
Webb’s  figure  of  £16  was  inaocuxate,  58574-5. — It 
was  necessary  to  alter  his  holding  for  the  purpose  of 
re-iarranging  boundaries,  58576-8. — And  the  Board 
enlarged  his  holding  to  the  extent  of  £15 
12s.,  58576. — The  Board  did  not  think  the  £10 
holding  was  sufficient  for  a man  of  his  kind, 
58577. — He  was  one  of  the  most  respectable, 
hardworking  men  in  'Oastlerea  or  Loughglynn, 
58576. — The  holding  was  enlarged  partly  on  account 
of  the  boundaries,  and  partly  on  account  of  'Crigh- 
ton’s  character,  58578. — The  other  holdings  were  en- 
larged, but  not  to  the  same  extent ; they  were  £3,  £4, 
and  £5,  and  were  brought  up  to  £10  and  £12 ; in  the 
case  of  the  four  tenants  at  Loughglynn  who  had  no 
land,  Gilligan  had  refused  to  take  the  land  offered 
him,  but  the  Board  still  had  land  held  over  for  him  ; 
his  reason  for  refusal  was  that  he  occupied-  on  his 
brother’s  holding,  a mile  from  the  village,  a small 
portion  of  reclaimed  bog  which  he  had  had  for  a num- 
ber of  years ; he  and  his  brother  were  on  bad  terms, 
and  before  the  Board  sold  the  holding  to  the  brother 
they  insisted  on  this  Peter  Gilligan  giving,  up  his 
portion  of  the  holding,  and  the  brother  paying  him 
£10  compensation ; this  the  brother  promised,  but 
Gilligan  refused  to  give  possession,  and  the  Board 
had  to  proceed  against  Peter  Gilligan,  and  put  . him 
out  by  legal  means,  after  which  ihe  refused  the  land 
offered  him ; Thomas  Fitzpatrick  was  an  old  man  of 
over  eighty,  partly  blind  and  deaf  ; he  had  never  been 
a landholder,  but  a blacksmith  by  trade  ; he  had  been 
living  in  a wretched  cabin,  and  the  Board  built  him 
a house,  but  gave  him  no  land ; no  member  of  his 
family  lived  -with  .him  except  his  -wife,  who  was  be- 
tween 70  and  80  ; Francis  Duigenan  was  given  a piece 
of  land,  bat  after  a month  or  two  witness  found  Mr. 
Webb’s  cattle  on  the  place,  and  was  told  by  Duigenan 
that  he  had  arranged  to  hand  over  the  land  to  Mr. 
Webb ; as  the  land  was  wanted  for  other  people  the 
land  was  taken  from  Duigenan  and  given  to  another 
person  ; it  was  Mr.  Webb  who  had  prevented  Duigenan 
having  land ; the  fourth  man,  Michael  Brady,  was 
not  a regular  tenant,  but  a postman  at  Loughglynn  ; 
liis  claim  was  not  so  strong  as  that  of  several  others, 
and  he  was  not  provided  with  land ; the  Board  still 
had  a small  portion  of  land,  and  if  Gilligan  would  not 
take  it,  it  could  be  given  to  Brady,  58580.— Witness 
could  not  reoognise  the  case  of  the  widows,  but  every 
person  in  the  townland  of  Ballyglass  who  was  .able  to 
manage  land  had  an  enlargement ; there  were  two  old 
women  who  had  no  help  who  might  be  the  persons  re- 
ferred to,  58580. — There  was  no  person  in  Ballyglass 
with  a family  who  did  not  get  ian  enlargement ; Fitz- 
patrick’s son  lived  in  London,  and  was  a man  with 
one  leg,  58580. 

Loughglynn  Police  Barrack. 

Mr.  Webb  had  complained  that  a police  barrack  was 
being  built  at  Loughglynn,  while  .a  substantial  house 
formerly  used  for  this  purpose  was  to  be  given  to  .an 
official  of  the  Board;  this  official,  Thomas  O’Connor, 
had  been  clerk  to  Lord  Dillon  for  22  years  ; he  was 
living  in  a small  house  in  Loughglynn  village ; when 
the  Board  took  the  estate  they  took  O’Connor  on  as 
rent-office  clerk,  as  he  was  familiar  with  the  tenants, 
and  they  had  employed  him  in  different  capacities 
ever  since  then  ; before  disposing  of  the  demesne  of 
the  'Dillon  Estate  the  Board  looked  into  his  case,  and 
decided  to  give  him  the  building  which  was  used  .as  a 
police  barrack  ; .at  this  time  the  building  had  been  un- 
occupied for  three  or  four  years,  since  the  police  were 
Hving  in  a house  owned  by  Mr.  Webb  on  the  De 
Freyne  Estate ; the  house  was  given  to  O’Connor  in 
consideration  of  his  long  service,  and  in  exchange  for 


the  house  in  which  he  lived,  which  was  .a  mile  outside 
the  village ; everyone  would  admit  that  this  was  the 
.best  thing  for  the  Board  to  do,  58580. — O’Connor  was 
charged  ian  annuity  for  it,  to  be  sold  .at  a price  .agreed 
on,  58581.— 'The  police  at  this  time  had  notified  the 
Board  that  they  would  not  resume  the  house  for  a 
police  barrack,  since  it  was  too  far  from  the  village 
and  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  police  near  the 
publichouses  (of  which  Mr.  Patrick  Webb’s  was  the 
principal  one),  since  there  was  no  police  trouble  ex- 
cept in  reference  to  drunkenness  ; there  was  to  be  no 
barrack  unless  the  Board  would-  build  one  in  the  vil- 
lage; the  Board  negotiated  with  the  'Constabulary, 
and  agreed  to  build  a house  on  .an  approved  plan  on 
the  Constabulary  agreeing  to  take  the  house  for  thirty 
or  forty  years  iat  an  .agreed  rent ; the  rent  was  agreed 
on,  .and  the  plan  .approved  before  the  Board  began  to 
build,  and  Mr.  Webb  could  not  fix  any  responsibility 
upon  witness,  -since  everything  was  done  under  a 
minute  of  the  Board,  58581. 

Mr.  Webb’s  Grievance. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Webb’s  grievance  that  he  was 
persecuted,  and  not  allowed  to  buy  his  holding,  the 
holding  alluded-  to  could  not  be  sold  to  .Mr.  Patrick 
Webb,  as  he  was  not  the  holder,  and  this  had  been 
explained  to  him  more  than  once;  in  October,  1903 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  Mr.  Webb  has  as- 
signed to  his  brother,  dames  Webb,  of  Manchester 
the  principal  part  of  his  holdings  in  Loughglynn; 
under  .an  agreement  sent  to  the  Board’s  solicitors  by 
Messrs.  Field  and  (hmningham,  solicitors,  of  Man- 
chester, six  out  of  the  eleven  holdings  of  Patrick 
Webb,  were  assigned  to  James,  58581-2. — Quite  lately 
Mr.  Webb  had  got  rid  of  two  holdings,  58582. — The 
six  assigned  to  James  Webb  were  the  most  valuable, 
including  the  publichouse,  where  he  still  carried  on- 
business  under  the  name  of  Patrick  Webb,  and  valuable 
agricultural  holdings  in  the  adjoining  village;  the 
Board  was  unaware  for  a considerable  time  that  the 
assignment  had  been  made,  but  when  the  bankers  re- 
quired the  approval  of  the  Board  to  the  assignment 
the  'Board  declined,  hearing  that  the  object  of  the  as- 
signment was  to  avoid  paying  debts  ; since  no  action 
was  taken,  ithe  .assignment  became  valid,  and  then 
Mr.  Webb  refused  to  pay  his  rent ; he  and  his  brother 
had  refused  to  pay  rent  for  three  years,  and  the  Board 
had  had  to  serve  writs  or  to  process  them  each  year ; 
witness  had  a file  to  show  this,  58382. — Mr.  Webb  said 
he  did  not  pay  his  rent  because  he  did  not  get  the  re- 
duction which  was  given  to  the  other  tenants  ; the  re- 
duction was  only  given,  pending  the  fixing  of  the  pur- 
chase price  of  their  holdings,  and  the  price  of  Mr. 
Webb’s  holding  was  fixed  at  the  same  time  as  that  of 
the  adjoining  tenants  ; he  applied  to  come  and  signhis- 
agneement,  but  did  not  do  so,  and  about  this  time  as- 
signed his  holding  to  his  brother  ; the  Board  were  wil- 
ling to  sell  to  him,  but  he  did  not  sign  the  agreement 
or  pay  his  rent,  and  was  sued  for  rent  at  Quarter 
Sessions ; when  after  that  he  applied  to  sign  his- 
agreement  the  Board  had  heard  of  the  assignment  to- 
his  brother,  and  could  not  tallow  him  to  sign ; when 
the  brother  asked  to  sign  lie  was  refused,  because  he 
was  in  Manchester,  and  not  in  possession  of  the  hold- 
ing ; thereupon  James  Webb  left  his  business  in  Man- 
chester, and  went  into  possession  of  the  publichouse 
at  Loughglynn,  and  of  all  that  Patrick  Webb  seemed' 
to  own  in  the  neighbourhood  ; witness  told  James  he 
could  sign  his  purchase  agreement  when  he  had  paid 
the  interest  he  owed,  but  the  'brothers  then  quarrelled, 
and  James  returned  to  Manchester ; the  Board  did 
not  know  which  was  the  owner  of  the  land  and  public- 
house  ; their  solicitor  did-  not  know  who  to  sue  for 
rent ; Patrick  Webb  had  written  to  the  solicitor  stat- 
ing that  he  had-  never  'assigned  any  property  to  James 
Webb ; but  the  Board1  had  the  bankers’  notice  of  the 
assignment,  .and  .a  copy  of  the  registration  of  the  as- 
signment, under  which  James  paid  Patrick  £1,050  on 
account  of  the  purchase  money ; Patrick  Webb  hod 
now  paid  all  rent  and  costs  due,  58583. — The  -Board 
had  no  difficulty  in  'accepting  from  Patrick  rent  due- 
on  property  belonging  to  James ; Patrick  Webb  was 
a dangerous  gombeen  man,  who  had  much  influence 
with  the  people  at  Loughglynn,  58584. — It  had  been 
suggested  that  it  was  desirable  to  prevent  shopkeepers" 
from  acquiring  tenants’  holdings  through  their  busi- 
ness, .and  in  all  these  cases  but  three,  Webb  had-  .ac- 
quired the  land  in  this  undesirable  way,  58585. 
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DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY — continued. 


NEARY,  Mr.  JAMES — continued. 


[Mr.  Webb  here  interposed,  stating  that  at  the  time 
he  assigned  his  holdings  to  his  brother  the  De  Freyne 
dispute  -was  iat  its  height,  and  that  he  and  'Mr.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  Mr.  Redmond,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  were  served 
with  a writ  for  their  shares  of  £20,000,  and  it  was 
suggested  to  them  that  each  member  served  with  a 
writ  should  make  an  assignment  of  his  land  to  a re- 
lative to  save  himself  from  the  consequence  of  the 
writ,  58586-9.— The  necessity  for  the  assignment  had 
passed  away,  58590. — Witness  had  not  received  any 
money  for  lands,  and  had  not  known  the  assignment 
was  perfected,  58589. — Mr.  Doran  would  not  let  him 
purchase,  58591. — 'For  the  last  five  years  he  had  asked 
to  have  his  agreement  perfected,  but  was  refused,  even 
for  the  holdings  for  which  no  assignment  was  given, 
58592. — There  was  no  need  for  the  Board  to  'be  care- 
ful in  their  dealings  with  him,  in  view  of  his  admis- 
sion that  the  'assignment  was  made  to  evade  payment 
of  debt,  for  the  Board  had  known  nothing  of  the  as- 
signment till  that  year,  58593-4. — Witness  continued 
to  pay  the  rent  all  along,  58596. — He  assigned  the 
lands  to  defeat  Lord  De  Freyne,  but  remained  in  pos- 
session all  ‘along,  58597. — His  brother  had  never  en- 
tered into  possession,  but  was  in  another  house  be- 
longing to  Patrick  Webb,  58599.] 

The  Board  got  notice  of  the  assignment  in  October, 
1903,  58595. 


NEARY,  Mr.  JAMES. 


Valuation,  Acreage,  and  Population  op  Strokes- 
town  District. 

The  valuation  of  Strokestown  Union  was  £51,800, 
the  acreage  90,000,  and  the  population  last  year 
15,560,  showing  a decrease  of  6,174  in  twenty  years; 
of  the  twenty  electoral  divisions  five  or  six  were  very 
poor,  the  valuation  of  holdings  seldom  exceeding  30 s. 
where  there  were  no  grazing  farms  ; in  seven  or  eight 
divisions  some  of  the  best  land  was  held  by  graziers ; 
some  of  these  big  farms  were  held  on  the  eleven 
months’  system  ; some  under  yearly  tenancies  ; others 
had  fixed  judicial  rents,  while  others  'again  had  been 
bought,  58600,  58637. 

Gradual  Acquisition  op  Land  Proposed. 


sometimes  induced  tenants  to  give  him  the  price  he 
demanded  by  pressing  for  arrears  or  for  payment  of 
the  hanging  gale ; probably,  too,  the  addition  of  a 
year’s  rent  to  the  purchase  money  had  the  same  effect, 
58600. 

Grazing  v.  Tillage— Labour  Difficulty. 
Witness’s  farm  of  sixty  or  seventy  acres  was  all 
meadowed  pasture,  except  for  three  .acres,  which  he 
tilled ; the  soil,  like  most  Roscommon  land,  had  a 
limestone  bottom ; it  was  fairly  light  on  the  whole, 
though  part  was  sticky  /and  heavy  ; it  could  not  he 
worked  very  well  in  the  wet  season,  and  was  not  well 
suited  for  tillage,  though  a little  more  might  be  culti- 
vated if  labour  were  not  so  scarce ; this  difficulty 
would  exist  if  the  farm  were  only  twenty  acres  ; the 
majority  of  people  preferred  grazing  to  tillage  for 
the  above  reasons,  58606-19,  58623. — More  land  would 
be  cultivated  when  there  were  more  labourers’  cot- 
tages ; there  were  300  applications  for  these ; many 
young  people  hoped  to  have  five  acres  of  land  under 
the  Labourers  Act,  and  to  become  small  farmers  them- 
selves ; it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain  land  on  which 
to  build  the  cottages,  58600-1,  58600-4. 

Lack  of  Railway  Accommodation. 

There  was  no  railway  within  eight  or  nine  miles, 
and  the  district  suffered  in  consequence  ; a scheme  set 
on  foot  years  before  by  the  Grand  Jury  to  have  a. 
■bianch  of  the  Oavan,  Leitrim,  .and  Roscommon  Light 
Railway  built  from  Dromod  had  been  abandoned  ; on 
attempt  to  revive  it  last  year  had  been  without  any 
result  at  the  time ; there  had  been  a grant  to  make 
part  of  it  on  the  Leitrim  side  of  the  Shannon,  and 
the  Leitrim  County  -Council  had  refused  a giant  of 
£29,000  from  the  Irish  Development  Fund,  58600. 

Fairs. 

Fairs  were  rapidly  going  down,  the  October  Fair  of 
Strokestown,  once  the  largest  in  Connaught,  having 
been  the  worst  of  the  season,  58600. 

Drainage. 

The  -arterial  drainage  was  not  so  good  as  formerly, 
and  the  district  greatly  suffered  through  the  flooding 
of  the  low-lands  in  winter,  58601. 


A -great  many  of  these  farms  should  be  acquired  for 
distribution  amongst  small  holders ; from  some,  at 
least,  tenants  bad  been  evicted  sixty  years  ago,  com- 
pulsion being  resorted  to  in  certain  oases  ; those  held 
on  the  eleven  months’  system  should  be  taken  first ; 
then  .any  other  200  acres  held  by  graziers,  then  those 
of  the  shopkeepers  and  professional  men  with  other 
means  of  living  ; these  last  held  a great  deal  of  land, 
mostly  on  the  eleven  months’  system ; 'adequate  com- 
pensation should  be  given,  except  in  the  case  of  eleven 
months’  men,  58647-8,  58600,  58603,  58625-7. — Farms 
would  have  to  be  acquired  simultaneously  if  all  ap- 
plicants were  to  be  supplied  with  land,  but  only  men 
with  some  capital  should  ho  considered,  58628-33. 

Question  of  Priority  of  -Claim  in  Distribution  of 
Land. 

Uneconomic  holdings  in  Roscommon  should  have 
priority  of  claim  over  those  in  other  counties,  /and 
witness  would  like  to  see  any  surplus  land  given  to 
sons  of  tenants,  in  order  to  stop  emigration  ; these 
men  would  have  every  prospect  of  being  able  to  pay 
their  rent  if  given  lands  like  some  of  those  taken  up 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners,  where  £30  or  £49 
were  allowed  for  building  and  so  much  paid  for  mak- 
ing fences ; it  would  be  just  and  reasonable  to  allow 
a prior  claim  to  congests  from  a distance  if  these 
could  be  induced  to  migrate,  but  miiddle-aged  men 
with  families  would  prefer  to  stop  on  their  little  hold- 
ings, 58600,  58634-46. 

Amendment  of  Land  Purchase  Act  Proposed. 

The  Land  Purchase  Act  should  be  amended ; 
£7,000  was  too  much  to  .give  one  man  for  purchase  of 
holdings  ; £3,000  or  £4,000'  would  probably  be  suffi- 
cient, 58600. — There  should  be  a Government  super- 
vision in  regard  to  land  purchase,  for  the  landlord 


IRWIN,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Land  in  Roscommon  unsuited  for  Tillage. 

Witness  had  been  superintending  for  nearly  50  years- 
the  management  of  between  1,600  and  1,700  acres 
and  held  3,000  to  4,000  acres  himself  ; in  the  sixties 
from  5 to  10  acres  of  the  land  of  Rathmoyle  or  Kil- 
murry  had  been  kept  in  tillage,  but  this  had  entailed 
heavy  loss  because  of  the  unsuitability  of  the  soil ; 
the  -working  horses  had  eaten  practically  all  the  oats 
raised,  and  there  had  been  little  profit  except  from 
the  straw  used  to  feed  cattle ; no  gram  had  been  sold 
off  the  land,  though  agricultural  prices  had  been 
higher  then  than  now  ; a man  had  refused  as  a gilt 
a rood  of  ground,  with  manure,  because  lie  did  not 
think  it  worth  the  labour  of  cultivating  potatoes 
58649-50,  58674-5.— On  the  above  estate,  now  Colonel 
Irwin’s,  from  1879  up  to  the  date  of  sale  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  the  farms  had  been  let  in  grazmg- 
tenancies  ; the  rents  had  been  paid  punctually,  and 
there  had  been  no  loss  except  in  one  case  where  the 
farm  had  been  unlet  for  a time  owing  to  the  death  nt 
the  tenant;  there  was  no  kind  of  tillage  f°rjvhich 
heavy  land  was  suited,  and  for  tins  reason  the  best 
lands  in  Roscommon  were  uncultivated ; small  holdei  . 
and  big  graziers  found  stock  more  profitable,  58650. 
—Apparently  in  England  this  kind  of  l^  nreded 
stein  cultivation,  which  could  not  ^ adopted  by 
men  with  less  than  300  or  400  acres,  58650,  58664-71. 
58673  58680-2 ; some  of  the  lands  now  being  divided 
into  small  holdings  were  not  in  wrtness  s opinion 
adapted  to  tillage ; one,  a farm  of  317  wxes,  was  not 
likely  to  be  satisfactory,  as  the  herd  sa.’d  that  on  the 
portions  formerly  allowed  him,  potatoes  been 

poor  while  the  oats  had  not  ripened ; on  the  west  end 
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IRWIN,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


IRWIN,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 


there  vras  a large  tnacfc  of  very  wet  land ; the  land- 
lord had  advanced  money  for  drainage  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  Board  of  Works  would  nave  done,  and 
had  asked  witness’  father  to  undertake  the  matter, 
which  had  been  easily  accomplished ; before  being 
drained  the  land  had  produced  Sweet  herbage,  but 
when  there  was  no  longer  evaporation  due  to  water 
lying  on  the  moorland  pan,  there  was  nothing  but  a 
few  inches  of  organic  matter  forming  on  the  soil, 
58760. 


SUR-SOILING. 

Sub-soiling,  the  only  remedy,  would  be  very  expen- 
sive, 58760. — The  cost  per  acre  depended  on  the  method 
used;  witness’  father  had  had  the  land'  broken  into 
ridges,  had  taken  every  alternate  place  the  full  breadth 
of  the  ridge,  throwing  up  any  stuff  there  was  over  this 
moorland  pan  on  the  ridge,  putting  on  manure  and 
sowing  potatoes  ; in  the  middle  of  the  summer  he  had 
that  dug  up  and  broken,  sub-soiling  next  year  the 
unbroken  parts ; this  had  cost  very  little,  but  labour 
had  been  plentiful  then  ; it  was  a troublesome  process, 
needing  care  and  economy,  and  though  within  the 
power  of  the  small  farmer  who  had  strong  help  in  his 
family,  the  land  on  which  it  was  adopted  should  be 
very  low-priced  to  compensate  for  the  work  entailed, 
58761-3. 

Land  Suited  foe  Tillage  left  Uncultivated  after 
Division. 

In  May,  1906,  the  farm  of  Ballaghabaw  Beg  had 
been  handed  over  to  the  Estates  'Commissioners ; this 
contained  427  acres,  2 roods,  5 perches,  the  Govern- 
ment valuation  being  £386  15s.  ; this  land,  'ancient 
pasture,  had  not  been  tilled  within  living  memory, 
except  on  small  portions  which  the  grazier  had  given 
to  herds  for  tillage  and  pigs ; these  parts  had'  pro- 
duced good  crops,  and  as  most  of  the  soil  was  fairly 
dry,  deep,  and  not  too  heavy  or  retentive,  they  would 
probably  repay  cultivation ; the  Estates  Com- 
missioners had  immediately  cut  up  this  land  into  24 
or  25  acre  divisions ; a few  small  bits  were  set  for 
potatoes,  but  practically  no  land  was  cultivated  except 
that  given  to  the  former  herds,  and  they  tilled  little 
or  no  more  than  the  three  acres,  which  was  all  that 
had  been  allowed  them  before  for  tillage,  58650-3, 
58672-3.— One  of  these  men.  now  had  50  acres,  on 
which  he  only  kept  his  own  beasts,  and  though  both 
had  enough  capital  for  tillage,  they  apparently  pre- 
ferred stock-raising ; it  would  probably  be  well  if  they 
cultivated  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  their  land ; last 
year  this  had  been  impossible,  because  the  farm  had 
not.  been  divided  until  the  middle  of  May ; most  of 
the  land  had  then  been  meadow ; there  was  little  of 
that  now,  but  cattle  and  sheep  were  raised— the  land 
very  good  for  these  last,  58653-55,  58657-9, 

□8nM  nHnvfi 


Capital  Needed  roa  Stock,  Houses*  etc. 

Capital  was  needed  for  putting  stock  on  land. 

Witness  had  recommended  two  men  with  capital  to 
the  Estates  Commissioners,  but  neither  had  been  given 
holdings,  58655-6,  58661-2. — Two  men  with  two  good  25 
acre  holdings  between  them,  were  putting  up  good' 
houses  and  offices,  another  man  was  building  a house, 
and  in  one  place  there  was  a little  shed' ; one  man 
Jiad  already  built  a two-storied  house,  but  he  had  no 
office;  given  out-houses  it  would  be  at  least  a year 
before  people  could  obtain  the  manure  necessary  for 
tiUage  and  probably  it  would  taka  2 or  3 years  to  know 
J™*".  ® tenant  would  do  with  his  holding,  58655,  58673 
•000/6-9.  1 


much  tillage  there ; division  would  be  useful  when 
ever  done  amongst  adjoining  owners,  whether  the  land" 
were  used  in  grass  or  tillage,  58763.— There  should  hp 
mixed  grazing  and  tillage,  land  suited  to  grass  beinv 
given  to  graziers,  -that  suited  for  tillage  to  be  divided 
amongst  small  holders,  if  this  could  be  done  con 
veniently  without  too  much  expense,  58691-4,  58697  — 
Expropriation  of  the  grazier  would  mean  an  irrepar 
able  injury  to  the  sheep  and  cattle  trade  in  this  part 
of  the  country ; the  exceptionally  good  class  of 
animals  here  was  due  to  men  holding  large  quantities 
of  land ; the  first  improvement  in  the  oattle  of  the 
district  had  been  brought  about  by  Dean  French  who 
had  held  the  Palace  land  near  Elphin,  and  who  for 
years  had  imported  very  fine  shorthorn  bulls ; great 
care  taken  over  sheep-breeding  had  produced  the  Eos- 
common  sheep  ; Mr.  Teefe  used  to  bring  40  oar  50 
rams  every  year  to  Ballinasloe — splendid  sheep  for 
breeding  and  not  pampered,  but  fit  to  put  on  ordinary 
grass ; the  graziers  were  men  with  plenty  of  capital 
intelligence,  and  industry,  and  made  the  most  of 
grass-lands,  58689,  58692,  58697. — There  was  some 
waste-grazing  now  due  to  the  agitation,  and  this  had 
been  a bad  year  in  Roscommon,  but  though  the  grass 
ranches  could,  if  better  managed,  etc.,  be  made  to 
carry  more  than  they  did  at  present,  they  would  not 
carry  all  the  surplus  stock  which  would  be  raised  if 
there  were  a large  division  of  land  amongst  small 
holders  ; the  smaller  amount  of  land  would  have  to 
carry  the  greater  number  of  stores,  unless  the  English 
markets  came  to  the  rescue ; at  present  there  seemed 
to  be  a slump  in  yearling  beasts ; a certain  quantity 
of  not  very  young  stores  was  taken  to  England  now, 
but  people  preferred  cattle  forward  in  condition,  and 
would  not  buy  them  poor  except  at  wretched  prices 
58695,  58698-704,  58707-13,  58716-18. 


Improvement  of  Grass-lands. 

Grass  lands  might,  however,  he  improved ; one  field 
was  over  200  acres,  and  leitting  land  in  such  large 
areas  was  a disadvantage  here,  because  it  more  or  less 
prevented  the  expenditure  of  sufficient  capital  on  it, 
58689-91,  58712. — Some  people  used  a little  slag,  but 
the  lands  were  top-dressed  very  little,  and  stores 
tended  to  exhaust  the  phosphates ; for  the  last  20  or 
30  years  there  had  been;  noi  fertilising  by  blue  gravel 
or  marl,  though  this  had  had  a better  effect  than 
liming ; labour  bad-  been  cheaper  then — now  it  paid 
better  to  use  artificial  manures,  58695-6,  58704-6, 
58714-15,  58720. — A great  deal  of  land  was  used  for 
stores  both  here  and  in  County  Meath,  where  instead 
of  fattening  cattle  as  formerly,  they  raised  polly 
bullocks  for  the  English  market ; more  oattle  might 
be  fattened  in  Roscommon  if  the  land  were  taken  up 
well ; for  this  purpose  it  should  not  be  too  heavily 
stocked  in  winter,  as  was  now  done,  by  small  tenants 
with  the  result  that  it  would  not  carry  enough  in 
summer  ; oattle  did  better  on  >a  Large  run  where  they 
found  different  sorts  of  pasture,  than  on  small  hold- 
ings, though  much  might  be  done  on  these  with  proper 
management,  58715,  59719,  58759-60. 


Finishing  Cattle. 

There  were  not  many  farms  in  Roscommon  where 
cattle  were  exactly  finished,  though  this  might  be  done 
if  more  time  were  allowed ; they  were  put  into  fine 
condition,  well  skinned  and  ready  for  sale  as  soon  as 
they  came  out,  58689. 


Deterioration  of  Grass  Lands 


Breaking  up  Grazing  Lands. 

The  cutting  up  of  land  which  was  bad  for  fcillam 
fho  W ^ an  enormous  waste 

th°  Land  would  be  injured  and  there  was  much  los 
J Whfn  °nce  tlUed>  ^ could  not  b 

put  back  into  grass  for  several  years,  but  the  length 
of  time  depended  on  how  the  land  was  treated  wher 
broken,  58655-6;— The  division  of  the  grass  lands  or 
Cafri^Plt  Eftlate  .had  ^suited  in  an  improved 
■state  of  things,  but  witness  did  not  think  there  was 


Witness  did  not  think  the  grass-lands  were  deterior- 
ating or  were  less  well  managed  than  formerly  ; they 
might  sufier  a little  if  the  landlord  neglected  his  duty 
of  cutting  thistles  and  maintaining  fences,  but  they 
could  be  brought  back  to  their  former  condition  with 
very  little  expense,  58721-8. — Grazing-rents  had  been 
steady  on  the  property  managed  by  witness  up  to  1894, 
when  there  had  been  a little  slump  in  grazing  for  3 
years ; a considerable  reduction  had  then  been  given 
on  the  Ballaghabaw  Farm — some,  not  much,  on  the 
others — and  since  then  rents  had  been  stationary, 
58683-8. 
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IRWIN,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

Grass  Ranches  a Market  for  Young  Stock  or  Small 
Holders. 

A great  many  tenants  in  the  Castlerea  Union,  with 
small  holdings  mostly  adjoining  bogs,  kept  a cow  and 
a few  calves  which  they  fed  with  hay  oS  the  good 
lands  during  the  winter  solely  to  obtain  manure  for 
their  moorland ; these  cattle  were  in  such  poor  condi- 
tion in  spring  as  to  be  unsaleable,  so  they  were  brought 
to  the  grass  lands  in  Roscommon,  and  sold  at  the  end 
of  six  months  ; about  3,500  acres  in  the  hands  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  were  now  stocked  with  these 
cattle,  shewing  what  a loss  would  be  sustained  by  the 
people  if  deprived  of  these  grass-lands,  58728-9,  58735. 
—It  would  be  wise  to  give  people  grazing-lands  ad- 
joining their  holdings,  though  not  when  10  or  12  miles 
distant,  as  in  this  case ; people  with  bog  would  not 
migrate,  because  pigs  were  the  most  profitable  stock, 
and  fuel  was  needed  to  cook  their  food' ; a large  farm 
was  being  cut  up  by  the  Board,  and  certain  emigrants 
home  from  America  had  said  they  would  not  take  the 
whole  of  it  if  given  them. — Nearly  every  one  had  up- 
land on  which  they  lived,  58730-43,  58750-5. 


Cattle  Driving. 

Cattle  driving  was  done  by  small  tenants  living 
close  to  land  they  wished  to  possess ; witness  knew 
nothing  about  it,  and  could  not  say  whether  any  of  the 
people  on  the  bogs  joined  in  it ; there  was  land 
hunger  all  over  Ireland,  58744-9. 

Turbary. 

The  owner  of  the  farm  of  Ballaghabaw  said  that 
none  of  them  had  a sod  of  turf  on  Sunday  week ; 
some  people  in  South  Park  had  no  firing  at  all ; this 
was  a serious  state  of  things ; the  turf  was  had  and 
cost  6 a.  a ihorse-crate  ; there  was  a large  bog  at  Bally- 
glass  on  Mr.  Mahon’s  estate,  adjoining  which  the 
Board  might  buy,  making  a good  pass  into  it  so  that 
the  turf  could  be  easily  cut  and  carted  home,  and  this 
would  provide  many  with  turf,  though  probably  not 
everybody,  if  a larger  population  were  brought  into 
the  country,  58763-4. — Turf  would  keep  2 or  3 years  if 
properly  ricked  and  oovered  on  top. — It  was  an  advan- 
tage to  have  a lot  of  old  turf  in  case  of  a wet  summer. 
Witness  believed  that  the  compressed  Deat  industry 
would  succeed,  if  capital  and  industry  were  put  into 
it ; there  were  many  ways  of  doing  it ; Rev.  Mr. 
Cobbold  had  taken  out  a patent  for  making  compressed 
peat,  and  had  been  most  successful. — The  peat  had 
been  hard  as  yet  and  had  burned  splendidly. — Com- 
pressed peat  was  easily  carried  by  rail  or  cart,  and  in 
that  way  could  be  brought  cheaply  to  places  where 
there  was  none. — A good  cart  of  stone  turf  was!  very 
heavy  for  the  horse,  but  the  whitest  turf  did  not 
weigh  so  much. — A horse  could  carry  more  if  the 
weight  were  reduced,  58767-76. 


Water  Supply  Difficulty. 

Water  was  another  great  difficulty,  because  it  went 
underground,  and  the  pumps  by  which  a little  surface 
water  was  obtained,  were  not  satisfactory,  58766. 


WALPOLE,  Mr.  W.  J. 


Tillage  in  Roscommon. 

The  deep,  strong  land  of  Roscommon  had  practic- 
ally always  been  in  grass ; corn-laws,  bounties,  or 
high  prices,  such  as  had  existed  during  the  Napoleonic 
wars,  might  have  resulted  in  a certain  amount  of 
tillage,  but  with  the  removal  of  this  artificial  stimulus, 
the  land  had  returned  to  its  natural  use  ; strong  clay 
land  might  be  worked  profitably  in  a fairly  dry 
climate,  but  certainly  not  in  that  of  Ireland ; land 
which  might  once  have  been  cultivated  because  of  its 
nearness  to  markets,  would  now,  with  existing  means 
of  communication,  be  beaten  down  by  land  more  dis- 
tant but  better  suited  for  tillage,  58778,  58782-94. — 


WALPOLE,  Mr.  W.  J. — continued. 

The  ridges  and  furrows  on  these  lands  were  not 
universal,  and  were  found  less  on  deep  strong  soil  than 
on  that  of  a different  quality,  58792,  58827-8.— One 
reason  for  this  temporary  tillage  must  certainly  have 
been  that  absence  of  means  of  transport  had  neces- 
sitated the  growing  of  grain  in  Ireland;  the  world- 
wide competition  which  had  come  in  with  improved 
conditions,  had  doubtless  ruined  the  producer  of 
grain,  as  it  had  been  disastrous  to  all  Irish  industries  ; 
the  fact  that  land  had  once  been  tilled  wcas  not  a 
conclusive  argument  in  favour  of  cultivating  it  now ; 
witness  believed  Roscommon  people  were  not  as 
incompetent  as  was  represented,  but  that  they  had 
good  reason  for  using  their  land  as  they  did,  58829-33, 
58866-9. — Ctertain  farms  had  been  cleared  after  the 
Famine,  but  this  had  not  happened  on  the  plains  of 
Boyle,  which  had  been  at  any  rate  the  name  of  a 
pastoral  distinct  before  that  time. — The  difficulties  in 
regard  to  fuel  and  water  had  existed  on  the  grass- 
lands then,  as  now,  but  these  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  clearances,  except  that  people  -without  these  con- 
veniences had  been  less  able  to  stand  the  strain  of  bad 
times,  58795-800. 

Fuel  and  Water  Difficulty. 

There  was  a considerable  amount  of  lighter  soil  in 
Roscommon  fit  for  mixed  farming,  but  the  difficulty 
in  regard  to  fuel  and  water  was  a serious,  bar  to  the 
creation  of  small  holdings  out  of  grass-lands ; even 
on  the  big  farms,  in  dry  seasons,  people  had  to  drive 
their  cattle  miles  to  water  them,  and  if  these  farms 
were  cut  up,  the  difficulties  of  the  small  farmer  would 
be  very  great ; if  the  conditions  >as  to  fuel  and  water 
existing  five  miles  round  Strokestown  obtained  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  there  would  be  no  difficulty, 
58788-82,  58802-9,  58826. 


Disastrous  Effect  of  the  Breaking  ue  of  Grass- 
Lands. 

The  wholesale  appropriation  of  the  grass-lands 
would  be  disastrous  to  the  cattle-breeders  who,  in  three 
counties,  were  the  small  farmers ; these  men  fed 
their  beasts  till  they  were  a year  old,  then  put  them 
out  to  grass  for  six  months ; some  were  then  sold  to 
the  store-farmer ; others  were  tied  in  and  sold  later 
as  two-year  olds  ; the  bulk  of  the  good  well-fed  stock 
was  bought  for  shipping  to  Scotland. — The  cattle  were 
tied  in  and  finished  before  the  next  summer,  58778a, 
58810-11. — If  the  store-farmer  were  replaced  by  the 
breeder,  the  fattener,  as  in  former  days,  would  reap 
the  profit,  while  the  small  farmer  would  be  dependent 
on  his  corn,  the  price  of  which  was  now  reduced  by 
competition,  58778a. — The  reduction  in  price  of  cattle 
in  a place  where  these  could  not  be  made  ready  for 
shipping  at  an  early  age,  would  affect  even  the  small 
holders  near  Strokestown  ; apart  from  price,  if  there 
were  no  grass-ranches,  these  men  would  have  to  restrict- 
their  production  of  cattle  so  as  to  enable  them  to  feed 
them  a little  longer;  they  could  not  sell  them 
younger  as  there  would  be  no  demand  ; it  would  be  a 
decided  disadvantage  if  people  were  forced,  as  in 
Donegal,  to  sell  younger  than  now  ; if  they  could  not 
get  rid  of  their  young  stock  at  a reasonable  age,  they 
would  have  to  keep  fewer  cows,  which  would  mean 
fewer  pigs,  and  pig-feeding  was  the  most  profitable 
branch  of  agricultural  industry,  58812-16. — Under  the 
present  system  cattle  could  be  most  profitably  sold  at 
about  18  months  old ; if  badly  treated,  a beast  could 
not  be  sold  till  he  was  three,  but  if  well-treated  he 
could  be  sold  at  two  and  a half  years,  58885-7. 

Holdings  near  Strokestown. 

The  land  about  Strokestown  was  principally  in  small 
holdings,  as  it  had  been  in  the  time  of  Arthur  Young, 
who  spoke  of  rund ale  ; the  greater  part  was  in  grass 
or  meadow ; a few  holdings  were  30  acres,  others  10 
or  5,  the  average  might  be  12  or  15  ; usually  they 
were  situated  near  begs ; many  people  tilled  up  to 
two  acres,  but  seldom  more,  no  matter  if  the  holding 
were  15  or  60  acres ; enlarging  holdings,  if  done  to 
relieve  congestion,  would  not  therefore  result  in  more 
tillage,  58801-7,  58817-21.—' The  alteration  in  trade 
might  force  these  people  to  cultivate  more,  but 
economic  tillage — “horse  tillage” — was  a lost  art  in 
4 n 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


fil6 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


WALPOLE,  Mr.  W.  J. — continued. 

Ireland ; witness  thought  it  would  be  well  if  this 
-could  be  revived ; most  people  had  no  horses,  those 
who  had  used  them  for  ploughing  and  harrowing  ; the 
others  might  plough  if  they  had  enlarged  holdings, 
but  it  was  hard  to  induce  people  on  strong  grass-lands 
to  try  tillage,  58821-5. — On  these  tillage-plots  there 
was  probably,  as  a rule,  an  acre  of  potatoes,  used 
both  for  the  family  and  for  pig- feeding ; cabbages 
were  seldom  sown  outside  gardens,  but  there  would  be 
turnips,  perhaps  half  an  acre,  for  winter  feeding,  and 
the  rest  would  be  oats ; most  of  these  were  sold  in 
Strokestown,  though  meal  was  made  from  some  of 
them,  58847-53. — There  was  practically  no  export  of 
oats ; small  farmers  from  the  western  part  of  the 
union  bought,  instead  of  growing  oats  themselves.— 
There  was  very  little  home-grown  meal  used  now  in 
families,  58853-7 — Neither  the  rent  nor  poor-law 
valuation  represented  anything  like  the  actual  value 
of  a farm  where  so  much  land  had  been  reclaimed  as 
in  the  congested  districts  of  East  Mayo  and  West 
Roscommon,  as  the  valuation  made  sixty  years 
ago  was  not  a correct  standard  for  the  pre- 
sent day,  58778a. — Consolidating  holdings  up  to 
£10  or  £30, — much  too  high  a standard — 
would  mean  letting  Land  which  was  fairly  good  for 
tillage  though  poor  for  grass,  go  to  waste,  58778a, 
58845-6. — If  the  smaller-sized  holding  were  properly 
striped,  and  there  was  at  least  a place  for  one  cow — 
two  if  possible— and  if  the  tenant  could  make  the  most 
of  his  land  by  good  arterial  drainage,  there  seemed  no 
more  hardship  in  his  spending  part  of  the  year  in 
England,  than  if  he  were  a sailor  or  fisherman,  while 
his  children  would  he  brought  up  under  healthier 
conditions  than,  prevailed  in  towns  ; ifche  demand  for 
unskilled  labour  was  not  likely  to  go  down,  and  wages 
were  not  decreasing,  58778a. — Suitable  grazing,  even 
at  a distance,  would  make  the  stock  much!  more  sale- 
able than  feeding  them  on  the  poor  grass  of  an  en- 
larged holding,  58778a. 


Requisition  of  Commonage  a better  Remedy  than 
Migration  and  Enlargement  of  Holdings. 


WALPOLE,  Mr.  W.  J .—continued. 

temporary  right ; the  State,  apparently,  acted  on  thft 
just  principle,  that  fair  compensation  should  be  eiv 
to  any  class  or  individual  suffering  loss  through  th" 
carrying  out  of  a general  policy ; if  Government  J 
quire d an  estate,  it  should  only  make  small  holdings  of 
land  suitable  for  tillage,  and  might  reserve  as  com 
pensation  for  disturbing  the  short  lease-holder,  grazier' 
or  yearly  tenant,  a settled  tenure  on  the  lands  onlv 
fit  for  grazing ; the  State  would  enlist  the  sympathy 
and  co-operation  of  all  classes  for  its  policy  if  a fair 
scheme  of  compensation  could  be  relied  on,  58873-9  — 
The  claim  of  the  grazier  holding  on  a short  lease  was 
much  stronger  than  that  of  the  herd  with  his  more 
insecure  tenure,  but  the  claim  of  the  latter  was  re- 
cognised throughout  the  county ; an  instance  had 
occurred  on  the  Ballaghabaw  Farm,  58878,  58888-92 


Willingness  of  Owners  to  Sell  for  a Fair  Price 

Owners  also  who  had  land  in  their  absolute  control 
would  be  willing  to  sell  at  a fair  price ; not  replying 
to  circulars  was  no  proof  to  the  contrary ; the  State 
by  their  passive  action  as  regarded  interference  with 
the  liberty  of  owners,  had  brought  a certain  amount 
of  land  into  the  market,  and  naturally  owners  did  not 
wish  to  be  troubled  by  inspectors,  if’  the  prices  were 
insufficient;  grass-lands  held  by  statutory  tenants 
could  not  be  bought  cheap  enough  to  be  re-sold  at  a 
price  which  would  be  at  ail  just  to  the  seller,  58778-8a. 
— It  would  not  be  unreasonable  if  the  man  refused  to 
sell  that  he.  might  not  break  an  honourable  under- 
standing with  yearly  tenants  who  had  held  from  him 
for  many  years,  and  whose  occupation  would  be  gone 
if  the  land  were  acquired  by  authority. — This  reason, 
however,  could  not  be  urged  universally,  58838-44. 


Soiling  System. 

The  Soiling  system,  suggested  by  some  witnesses, 
would  not  suit  this  country,  58778a. 


Giving  commonage  would  be  a far  cheaper 
method  than  migrating  tenants ; distance  was 
not  much  of  a difficulty ; some  people  left  fiheir 
cattle  altogether  in  charge  of  at  herd  or  the  owner  of 
the  grazing-land,  and  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
had  introduced  a system  this  year  by  which  on  the 
owner  of  the  beasts  paying  a small  Bum  for  insurance 
they  undertook  up  to  a certain  sum  to  be  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  the  animals,  58778a,  58880-3. — The 
commonage  acquired  should  be  held  either  by  the  State 
or  the  Boa-rd  ; striping  it  would  not  be  so  practicable 
and  there  would  be  the  difficulty  of  water-supply, 
58882-4. — The  willingness  of  people  to  migrate  to  the 
Balfe  Estate,  at  Southpark,  within  2 miles  of 
Castlerea,  and  with  fuel  and  water  convenient,  was 
no  guide  as  to  what  would  take  place  under  other 
conditions ; the  £5  limit  in  the  Act  of  1903  should 
be  raised  to  £10,  58778a. 


Eleven  Months'  System, 

Some  of  the  non-residential  grazing  farms  had  been 
bought,  some  were  held  as  statutory  tenancies,  many 
under  yearly  lettings  or  short  leases,  some  on  the  11 
months’  system,  58778a. — This  last  w;as,  not,  in  wit- 
ness’ opinion,  nearly  as  prevalent  as  was  made  out  in 
-the  press,  and  was  often  only  a temporary  expedient ; 
the  holders  of  11  months’  Land  were  not  so  much  the 
graziers  who  had  been  such  for  generations,  but  as  a 
rule  successful  cattle-dealers  and  small  farmers  who 
had  saved  money  by  energy  and  good  management, 
and  round  this  a convenient  way  of  extending  their 
operations ; if  these  were  limited  there  would  be  a 
tendency  to  make  such  men  send  their  capital  out  of 
Ireland,  m it  would  be  hard  to  better  tliemselves  at 
W,  58778,  58834-7  58861-2. -The  yearly  tenancies 
were  not  often  changed,  and  when  thev  were,  the  land- 
lord did  not  show  much  practical  sympathy ; the  11 
months’  system  meant  either  change  or  a legal  renewal 
at  the  end  of  the  11  months,  58858-65.— As  to  the 
possible  treatment  of  these  occupiers  by  landlords 
though  the  former  had  no  legal  hold,  there  were 
recent  precedents  where  it  had  been  thought  fair  to 
give  compensation  for  deprivation  by  the  State  of  this 


Suu-division. 

The  spread  of  education,  the  higher  standard  of 
living,  and  the  willingness  shown  to  emigrate,  would 
prevent  sub-division  to  any  great  extent  in  the  agri- 
cultural parts  of  this  county,  58778a. 


Railway  to  Arigna  Needed  on  Account  of  Scarcity 
of  Fuel. 

Lade  of  fuel  would  soon  create  a pressing  problem 
for  the  whole  of  the  district  west  of  Strokestown,  and 
that  was  a strong  reason  why  Government  should 
seriously  consider  the  question  of  making  the  proposed 
railway  to  Arigna,  where  there  was  a coal-mine.— State 
assistance  for  railway  communication  was  absolutely 
necessary,  if  the  district  was  to  hold  its  own  as  an 
agricultural  community,  58871-3. 


O’OONOR  DON,  THE. 

See  also  p.  392. 

Land  Available  in  Roscommon:  Compulsion 
Unnecessary. 

There  was  a large  quantity  of  grass-land  available 
for  division  in  Roscommon,  and  since  giving  evidence 
before  the  Commission,  witness  had  communicated 
with  30  or  40  owners,  a large  number,  though  only  » 
small  proportion  of  the  owners  in  the  county,  58893-5, 
58916,  58947. — As  the  result  of  his  enquiries  he  had  a 
list  of  about  12,000  acres  which  could  be  purchased 
from  21  owners,  58895,  58901.— A small  proportion  of 
the  12,000  acres  might  have  to  be  struck  out  but  since 
the  list  was  made  other  replies  had  come  and  another 
1,000  acres  were  available,  58901,  58944.— Owners  of 
about  300  acres  had  .refused  absolutely  to  sell ; they 
were  smaller  owners,  58938.— Under  these  circum- 
stances compulsion  was  clearly  unnecessary,  58895.— 
Only  a few  small  owners  wanted  excessive  prices  and 
was  not  worth  while  to  compel  them,  58947a. — And  if 
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O’CONOR  DON,  The — continued. 

these  12,000  acres  were  taken  now  witness  did  not 
doubt  that  40,000  could  be  obtained  later,  58948. — 
The  owners  in  question  were  willing  to  have  their  lands 
inspected,  58895,  58916. — But  they  made  it  a condition 
that  their  names  should  not  be  disclosed,  58895,  58897, 
.58942. 

Class  and  Situation  of  Land. 

The  lands  were  all  substantial  grass  lands,  58895. — 
Specially  selected  by  the  Board  as  suitable  and  where 
there  were  grazier  tenants,  teims  could  be  arranged, 
58946. — The  lands  were  situated  for  the  most  part 
between  Ballenagare,  Castlerea,  and  Roscommon, 
58947. 

Terms  Asked. 

The  terms  proposed  by  the  various  owners  differed 
-widely,  running  from  20  years’  purchase  to  capitalisa- 
tion of  net  receipts  at  3£  per  cent.,  very  few  asking 
more  than  the  latter  terms,  58897. — Many  owners  said 
that  the  whole  estate  must  be  taken  or  none,  58898.— 
No.  3 wanted  28  years’  purchase,  No.  4,  20  years’  pur- 
chase and  bonus,  the  large  difference  being  due  to  the 
fact  that  No.  3 was  let  at  a low,  No.  4 at  a very  high 
rent,  58898-9.— Small  owners,  shopkeepers,  and  so  on, 
usually  expected  higher  prices  than  large  owners, 
58899,  58900. — Nos.  5 and  7 were  offering  land  to  one 
of  the  purchasing  bodies : No.  8 had  offered  to  the 
Board  some  time  ago  but  got  no  answer,  58899-900. — 
The  Board  had  been  short  of  money  and  might  now  be 
able  to  buy  what  they  had  before  refused,  58900. — 
Major  C.  Constable  (No.  9)  said  the  price  offered  him 
would  leave  him  nothing  at  all ; others  were  negotiat- 
ing ; some  asked  lump  sums,  one  a “ fail  price  ” ; 
all  owned  tenanted  land  which  would  have  to  be  taken 
as  well,  58900-1. — The  figures  quoted  were  rough, 
58944.— Some  of  the  terms  asked  were  high  but  in  the 
majority  of  cases  they  were  reasonable  and  probably 
the  others  would  come  down,  58945,  58947. — Owners  as 
a whole  would  accept  the  average  price  of  2 years  ago, 
during  the  last  2 years  the  Estates  Commissioners  and 
the  Board  had  been  short  of  money  and  not  anxious  to 
buy  unless  very  cheaply,  58949-50. 


Delay  in  Payment  and  Uncertainty  as  to  Purchase, 
the  Great  Difficulties. 


O’CONOR  DON,  The — continued. 

— The  fines  paid  for  occupation  interest  shewed  that 
it  had  a market  value  even  when  not  legal,  58924-5. 


Suck  Drainage  Proposals. 

The  proposal  put  forward  by  Mr.  Hayden  and  Mr. 
Fitzgiboon  in  regard  to  the  Suck  Drainage  was 
moderate  and  reasonable  and  could  be  accomplished 
without  mucK  legislation  even  by  adding  the  un- 
redeemed portion  of  the  charge  to  the  purchase  money 
and  then  making  the  landlord  redeem  it  out  of  the 
purchase  money,  an  extension  of  the  period  of  repay- 
ment to  68  years  would  be  secured. — No  expense  was 
involved,  collection  expenses  would  be  saved  and  the 
tenants  would  much  prefer  to  make  all  their  payments 
together  ; maintenance  was  another  matter. — The  land- 
lord would  not  be  affected  and  would  not  object,  58925- 
30. 

Railway  to  Strokestown  Needed. 

Some  little  time  ago  there  had  been  a great  deal  of 
correspondence  about  a railway  from  the  Sligo  line  to 
Strokestown,  which  was  a necessity  if  the  land  was  to 
be  divided  into  small  holdings  and  the  line  need  not  be 
very  expensive. — There  were  2 or  5 schemes  and  the 
line  had  only  just  missed  being  made,  58930-5. 


BRADY,  Mr.  THOMAS. 


Cloonaquin  Division. 

Part  of  Cloonaquin  division  had  been  sold  10  years 
ago  to  the  Land  Commission  and  3 years  ago  the  Board 
bought  the  grazing  portion ; the  tenants  were  all 
small  holders,  only  a few  having  valuations  over  £20 
and  this  grazing  land  should  be  used  to  enlarge  their 
holdings  ; the  Board  in  reply  to  tenant’s  application 
had  said  they  were  considering  the  case,  58951-9. 


EGAN,  Mr.  MATTHEW. 

Condition  of  Workingmen  in  Elfhin. 


Nearly  all  the  owners  said  they  could  not  sell  unless 
paid  in  a reasonable  time ; it  was  impossible  to  sell  if 
they  had  to  wait  4 or  5 or  & years ; one  of  the  few  who 
had  refused  to  sell  did  so  because  he  could  not  afford 
to  wait,  58901,  58905,  58937,  58939-43.— The  owner  did 
not  know  what  to  do  with  untenanted  land  during  the 
interval ; if  it  were  let  on  a yearly  tenancy  the  tenant 
must  have  the  statutory  notice,  58902-4. — The  Board’s 
procedure  was  to  send  down  a valuer  and  negotiate  for 
•some  time,  then  the  matter  was  hung  up  indefinitely  ; 
in  fact  there  was  no  monev  and  if  Government  was  to 
raise  no  more  than  £5,000,000,  they  could  not  pay 
■before  8 years,  58907,  58912.— The  uncertainty  was 
another  objection  ; it  was  not  fair  to  hand  back  the 
land  when  the  negotiations  had  been  going  on  perhaps 
for  years,  58907-9,  58916.— The  payment  of  interest 
■during  the  interval  between  purchase  and  payment 
would  not  suffice  unless  mortgages,  etc.,  were  taken 
into  account,  58910-1. — Many  more  owners  would  sell 
if  these  delays  and  uncertainties  were  done  away  with, 
•58914-6. — Government  were  communicating  with  a 
much  larger  number  of  owners  but  the  replies  they  got 
were  less  favourable  than  those  sent  to  witness,  because 
there  was  this  fear  of  delay  in  payment,  58917-8. 


Occupation  Interest  in  Untenanted  Land. 

In  regard  to  the  occupation  interest  of  land  in  land- 
lord’s hands,  it  was  admitted  that  there  were  two  in- 
terests when  the  land  was  tenanted ; the  landlord 
originally  had  the  whole  fee  simple ; out  of  that 
tenant’s  interest  had  been  carved  by  statute  and  where 
no  such  interest  had  to  be  carved  out,  landlord  should 
get  a larger  price,  58918-20,  58925. — The  fact  that  the 
legislature  was  not  considering  the  landlords  did  not 
affect  the  question  ; in  defining  tenant’s  interest  they 
had  necessarily  defined  the  landlord’s  interest,  58921-4. 


Th6  workingmen  (agricultural  labourers)  of  Elphin 
claimed  that  if  grass  lands  were  divided  they  should 
be  preferred  to  sons  of  tenants,  58960-2. — Such  men 
would  do  more  tillage  and  the  land  would  pay  better 
than  under  pasture,  58963-4. — And  the  division  of  the 
land  would  provide  employment,  which  was  now  almost 
impossible  to  get  in  the  district,  58971-2. — This  claim 
was  made  on  behalf  of  labourers  in  towns,  58973-5. — 
A number  of  labourers  had  applied  for  labourers’ 
cottages,  but  there  were  many  difficulties,  58968.— 
More  cottages  should  be  erected,  but  in  some  places 
planting  was  preferred,  and  in  ethers  a labourer  hold- 
ing an  acre  of  land  was  opposed  as  being  a farmer, 
58976,  58981-7.— The  adoption  of  direct  labour  on  the 
roads  had  done  something  to  provide  employment ; 
the  system  should  he  extended,  58976-80. 


O’ROURKE,  Mr.  TIMOTHY. 


Clooneyquin  Division. 

A number  of  non-scheduled  townlands  in  the 
ooneyqnin  division  required  to  be  dealt  with  as  con- 
sted,  in  fact  the  whole  union  should  be  scheduled ; 
ere  ’were  94  small  holdings,  valuation  £5  to  £10, 
ry  few  having  turf  ; the  tenants  had  already  bought 
ider  the  Ashbourne  Act,  and  if  the  French  estate, 
ircbased  by  the  Board,  were  not  divided  among  them 
ere  was  no  other  land  for  the  purpose  near  them, 
997-8.— -Foxlors’  farm,  of  200  acres,  now  offered  to 
e Board,  would  supply  all  the  tenants  with  turf  ; 
tness  had  written  and  spoken  to  Mr.  Doran,  who 
d sent  down  valuers,  58998-9000.— The  price  under 
e Ashbourne  Act  was  20  years’  purchase ; it  would 
,w  be  24£,  59000. 
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O’ROURKE,  Mr.  TIMOTHY — continued. 

Elphin,  Rossmore,  Cregga,  and  Annaghmore  East 
Divisions. 

In  Elphin  .and  Rossmore  divisions  there  -was  land 
enough  at  present  held  on  the  11  months’  system  to 
supply  a large  number  of  small  tenants ; in  Cregga, 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Mahon  owned  a farm  of  400  acres  which 
would  make  good  tillage  land  for  small  holders ; in 
Annaghmore  East  the  holdings  were  small  and  un- 
economic, and  the  land  was  in  great  need 'of  drainage 
and  improvement;  in  Rossmore  there  were  several 
untenanted  farms  and  a number  of  small  tenants 
needing  more  land ; the  Board  should  buy  up  these 
places  and  treat  them  as  they  had  done  the  Dillon 
estate  which  was  a credit  to  them,  59000. 

Tribute  to  Board’s  Officials . 

The  Congested  Districts  Board  should  be  continued, 
for  their  officials,  especially  Mr.  H.  Doran,  were 
superior  and  painstaking ; Mr.  Doran  was  the  best 
official  in  Ireland,  and  there  should  be  no  amalgama- 
tion of  the  Board  with  the  Estates  Commissioners,  or 
the  Department,  unless  he  continued  to  be  the  chief 
officer. — The  Board  needed  more  money  and  ought  to 
have  it,  59000-1. 

Tillage. 

Witness’s  135  acres  were  partly  tilled ; it  would  be 
more  profitable  to  till  more  if  he  could  get  labour, 
58991-5,  59001. — All  small  tenants  should  till  more, 
59001. 


KEAYENEY,  Mr.  JOHN. 

Boyle  No.  1.  Rural  District. 

The  number  of  acres— 9,257— given  in  Mr.  Ginnell’s 
Blue  Book  in  regard  to  Boyle  No.  1.  Rural  District 
was  not  quite  accurate,  as  it  included  some'  mountain- 
land  ; five  divisions  were  scheduled  and  the  average 
valuation  was  £3  11s.  8 d. — The  remaining  16  divisions 
should  also  be  scheduled,  for  though,  they  contained 
ranches  which  raised  the  valuation  above  the  limit, 
the  congestion  in  them  was  as  acute  as  in  any  of  the 
others,  59004. — All  the  grass-lands  could  probably  be 
tilled,  59016.  - 

Arigna  District  ; Railway  Needed  to  Develop 
Mining  Industry. 

There  was  little  land  in  the  Arigna  district  for  the 
relief  of  congestion,  but  expeits  of  the  first  standing 
had  said  there  were  most  valuable  minerals,  only  need- 
ing development. — A number  of  men  were  employed  in 
working  these,  but  the  industry  could  be  greatly  ex- 
tended if  help  were  given  in  making  a small  railway, 
to  connect  with  the  line  two  and  a half  or  three  miles 
from  where  the  richest  minerals  were.— The  Congested 
Districts  Board,  which  had  done  nothing  in  the 
scheduled  divisions,  might  assist.— The  only  relief 
possible  for  the  extreme  northern  part  was  the  opening 
up  of  its  industries,  59004. 

Migration. 

The  other  remedy  for  congestion  lay  in  migrating  at 
least  naif  the  people  of  the  district  to  lands  available 
for  distribution,  59004. 

Roscommon  as  a Sheep-Country. 

Witness  believed  that  Roscommon  as  a whole  was 
a f°<?L?,lleep^,COuntry>  but  this  particular  part  was 
Mtli.  — There  might  be  a woollen  factory  in  the 
south  of  Roscommon,  hut  there  w.as  none  here,  59005. 

Necessity  for  Improved  Roads. 

From  time  immemorial  these  congested  districts  had 
been  unrepresented  under  the  Grand  Jury  System 
and  were  consequently  in  such  bad  condition  that  it 
was  impossiWe  to  cart  what  little  produce  was  yielded 
by  tile  farms,  59007. — One  road  was  not  more  than 
six  feet  wide,  and  was  so  hilly  that  a oart  must  be 
empty  in  order  to  reach  certain  places,  59007— One 
of  the  chief  inconveniences  was  that  lime  could 
only  be  brought  on  the  hacks  of  donkeys,  59007  — 
,?r  S'x  hundred  farmers  lived  in  the  district, 
th®  Bo*rd  had  done  nothing  to  improve  these 
roads  though  am  attempt  had  been  made  since  these 
new  bodies  had  been  m existence,  59007 —An v 
offort  made  m connection  with  them  created  some 


KEAVENEY,  Mr.  JOHN — continued. 

opposition  from  ratepayers,  but  this  was  a grievanr* 

needing  the  Board’s  attention,  59007. Prosperity- 

could  not  be  looked  for,  if  the  ranches  remained  in 
their  present  condition,  and  the  Commission  should 
result  in  something  beng  done  for  the  land,  which  was 
and  would  continue  to  be  Ireland’s  most  valuable 
asset,  59007.  We 

Complaint  that  in  Fixing  Rents  no  Principle  was 
followed  by  the  Land  Commission. 

The  basis  on  which  rents  were  fixed  by  the  Land 
Commission  was  unjust  to  the  tenants.  The  agent  of 
the  Countess  of  Kingston’s  estate,  J.  Garrett  Tatlow 
had,  apparently  on  his  own  responsibility,  raised  the 
rents  on  certain  holdings.— The  people  had,  however 
rebelled,  and  by  far  the  best  lands  had  not  been  rack- 
rented,  yet  those  tenants  on  both  townlands^— Infar- 
nagh  and  Greenaleevagh— had  fared  equally  well 
under  the  Land  Commission,  59008-9,  59011  59032 
59034.— There  were  ten  tenants  on  the  rackrented 
lands,  and  in  1873  their  total  rent  had  been  raised 
from  £44  12s.  2d.  to  £93  9s.  8 d.  ; .after  the  Land  Act 
of  1881,  this  had  been  brought  down  to  £74  15s.  8 d — 
the  first  term  rent,  and  later  to  £55  7s.  2d.— the  second 
term  rent ; so  that  the  present  rent,  after  two  judicial 
fixations  was  still  £10  higher  than  when  voluntarily 
fixed  by  the  landlords  in  1873.— The  sudden  rise  in 
that  year  could  only  be  attributed  to  greed  for  money 
as  the  estate  had  not  changed  hands : the  same  might 
be  said  of  all  landlords  in  Ireland,  59009-14— Since 
1873,  £1,247  18s.  rackrent  had  been  taken  ofE  this  one 
townland,  20  or  30  acres  of  which  would  not  feed  a 
oow ; .anything  on  it  was  due  to  the  energy  of  the- 
tenants;  unless  they  gave  special  attention  to  the 
land  it  produced  nothing,  and  they  certainly  did  not 
extract  enough  to  pay  their  rent  and  so  forth,  but  had 
to  depend  on  migratory  labour  or  on  sums  sent  bv 
relations,  59014,  59031,  59033. 

The  terms  of  sale  now  offered  were  4s.  in  the  £ on 
second  term  rents,  and  if  these  were  accepted,  the 
landlord’s  bonus  must  be  added,  and  the  tenants  would 
have  to  pay  for  the  next  68-^  years  practically  the 
same  .as  in  1873 ; on  the  next  townland,  after  the' 
Land  Act  of  1881,  the  landlord  had  voluntarily  reduced 
the  total  Tent  from  £42  to  £34  5s.  3d.,  and  this  had 
remained1  the  same ; two  of  the  eight  tenants  had 
refused  the  3s.  offer  and  had  gone  into  Court  since 
1®96>  obtaining  a reduction  on  second  term  rents ; 
this  shewed  that  the  tenants  on  the  first  townland; 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a reduction  if  they  had 
not  been  rackrented  at  all,  so  that  if  they  bought, 
£2,000  odd  should  be  taken  off  the  price,  59010-11, 
59014-22,  59029. — The  landlord  had  already  20  years- 
purchase  too  much,  but  refused  to  take  less  than  27' 
years’ — i.e.,  24  and  the  bonus. — If  the  rent  were 
reduced  to  what  it  had  been  in  1873,  the  tenants- 
would  accept  the  terms  offered,  and  even  dispense  with 
the  8s.  in  the  £ reduction  which  had  been  given  all 
over  Ireland. — It  would  be  a great  boon  to  be  a pur- 
chaser, 59022,  59028-30. — In  cases  like  the  above  there- 
should  be  both  inspection  and  supervision  by  a respon- 
sible official,  as  there  was  a general  tendency  in  Ire- 
land to  make  improvident  bargains. — The  land-agent, 
assuming  the  tenants  would  be  willing  to  buy,  had’ 
stated  that  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  or  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
as  they  would  treat  him  unjustly,  59022,  59024-6, 
59028. — Witness  had  not  known  a sal©  carried  through, 
where  consideration  had  been  given  for  sums  paid 
under  _ a rack-renting  system,  but  if  these  were  not 
taken  into  account,  a serious  question  would  arise  for 
the  -State  .and  people ; there  was  n-o  sense  in  talking: 
about  “ net  income  ” when  this  could  not  be  calculated 
in  oases  like  that  cited ; the  past  experience  should 
b®  considered  as  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  people 
woitid  be  in  a better  position  during  the  next  25  years. 
—When  landlords  had  acted  as  described  above,  the 
whole  matter  should  be  sifted,  59023-4— The  tenants- 
59027  ^ 1101)6  t0  receiv®  411  the  money  due  to  them,. 

SHARKEY,  Mr.  JAMES. 

Boyle  No.  1.  District. 

A few  divisions  of  Boyle  No.  1.  District  were- 
scheduled,  but  practically  the  whole  was  congested^ 
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SHARKEY,  Mr.  JAMES — continued. 

from  Strokestown  to  the  mines  of  Arigna. — There  was 
any  amount  of  grass-land  just  beyond  Strokestown. 
59035-7. 

Need  job,  Acquisition  of  Grass-lands. 

There  was  urgent  need  for  the  redistribution  of  land 
in  the  Gounty  of  Roscommon ; near  Elphin,  within 
two  miles  of  Boyle  No.  1.  District,  were  grass-lands 
. which  should  be  acquired ; witness  did  not  know 
whether  the  people  of  the  district  would  object  to  these 
being  given  to  outsiders  rather  than  to  sons  of  tenants, 
but  to  relieve  congestion  it  was  necessary  to  go  outside 
the  congested  area,  59035,  59038-9. 

Migration. 

Some  people  should  be  migrated  and  their  lands  used 
to  enlarge  the  holdings  of  the  rest ; the  abandonment 
of  grass-lands  had  been  due  primarily  to 'pressure  put 
on  the  tenants  ; the  difficulty  of  obtaining  fuel  and 
water  being  only  .a  secondiary  cause  ; control  might 
be  acquired  through  the  Board,  over  a certain  amount 
of  bog  within  reasonable  distance,  which  some  public 
authority  could  distribute;  before  migrating,  a man 
should  seriously  consider  the  question  of  fuel,  but  he 
should  take  some  risk  ; he  would  probably  not  go 
unless  convinced  of  the  advantage  of  doing  so,  and 
isolated  cases  should  be  dealt  with  separately ; they 
did  not  affect  the  general  principle  that  migration 
would  be  beneficial,  59040-9. 

Reasons  foe  lack  of  Tillage  in  Roscommon. 

Witness  considered  that  all  the  un tenanted  lands  of 
Roscommon  were  fertile  and  fit  for  tillage,  particu- 
larly for  the  first  crops  ; potatoes  were  very  good. — He 
believed  these  lands  had  once  been  cultivated,  but  the 
general  opinion  was  that  they  had  been  allowed  to  go 
to  grass  in  the  interest  of  graziers,  the  small  farmers 
having  been  driven  away  by  landlord’s  oppression 
and  rack  rents,  59050-6. — Witness  would  have  every 
hope  of  succeeding  on  a 40  acre  farm,  if  he  could, 
stock  at  least  half,  and  keep  parts  in  meadow  and 
tillage. — The  only  reasonable  way  apparently  of  ob- 
taining the  necessary  capital  to  work  these  lands  was 
by  a cheap  Government  loan. — The  tendency  of 
migrants  and  others  to  keep  their  land  in  grass  might 
be  partly  due  to  the  difficulties  which  arose  when 
•enterprise  was  first  started,  but  people  would  certainly 
;go  in  for  tillage- when  they  found  out  its  Advantages, 
59057-60,  59070,  59084. 

Need  for  Encouraging  Tillage. 

No  definite  rule  could  be  laid  down  as  to  how  much 
tillage  might  be  demanded  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners or  the  Board. — There  should  be  some 
guarantee  that  the  improvements  aimed  at  by  them 
•should  be  carried  out,  but  when  a man  was  convinced 
of  the  advantages  of  these,  compulsion  ought  not  to  be 
needed ; tillage  to  some  extent  was  essential  and 
should  be  encouraged,  but  the  fact  of  their  being  so 
little  in  the  country  was  due  to  long-continued  mis- 
rule; the  laws  and  system  of  Government  had  been 
such  as  to  oblige  people  to  emigrate  and  labour  had 
become  more  extinct ; farmers  had  done  their  best 
with  the  spade,  not  five  per  cent,  being  able  to  afford 
•■any  other  implements;  the  bad  lands  were  tilled  by 
•small  farmers  who  could  not  maintain  themselves 
otherwise,  and  there  was  no  ground  for  saying  these 
men  could  not  cultivate  better  lands  if  they  had  them, 
'59061-70,  59077-8.— Witness  had  44  acres  of  both 
coarse  and  arable  land  and  could  only  keep  2^  acres 
in  tillage,  owing  to  scarcity  of  labour  and  his  inability 
to  buy  machinery  ; occasionally  hq  was  helped  on  his 
farm  by  the  young  son  of  a neighbour,  but  small 
farmers  could  not  give  the  constant  work  or  wages 
necessary  to  induce  men,  dependent  on  labour,  to  stay 
in  the  country,  59071-6. 

Need  for  Small  Holdings,  Prospects  of  Success, 
Etc. 

A man  should  have  a holding  of  20  Irish  acres  to 
maintain  himself  properly ; the  country  should  be 
dotted  over  with  small  farms,  and  if  neople  found  they 
could  live  on  these  with  comparative  comfort,  they 
would,  by  degrees,  become  less  anxious  to  emigr  ate ; 
industries,  too,  would  probably  follow  in  the  wake  of 
■successful  farming;  in  Buenos  Ayres  Government 
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fostered  agriculture  by  starting  industries  to  employ 
people  when  not  needed  on  their  farms,  and  closed 
them  during  the  harvest  seasons ; prosperity  in  the 
country  would  spread  to  the  towns,  population  would 
grow,  and  the  need  for  labour  would,  to  some  extent, 
be  supplied ; there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
a man  on  the  land  when  he  was  successful  there, 
59079-82,  59085-95. 

Need  for  Drainage  and  an  Improved  System  of 
Farming. 

Both  labour  and  manure  were  useless  on  insuffi- 
ciently trained  land ; the  people  wean  too  poor  to  at- 
tend to  this  or  their  own  laccount,  but  the  Government 
or  some  public  body  should  see  that  the  main  rivers  or 
outlets  were  drained  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  the 
tenants  being  given  a reasonable  sum  at  a low  rate'  of 
interest  to  encourage  them  to  drain  and  improve  their 
tend ; lack  of  drainage  caused  serious  loss,  calves 
dying  from  a disease  believed  to  be  the  result  of  eating 
certain  herbs  produced  'by  wet  land ; the  general 
system  of  farming  needed  changing,  and  though  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  was  doing  something  in  that 
direction,  they  had  not  reached  the  root  of  the  matter 
59082,  59096.  ’ 

Lack  of  Roads. 

The  District  Council  had  to  face  a difficult  problem 
m regard  to  the  lack  of  roads,  as  the  heavily-taxed 
ratepayers  could  not  face  much  additional  expendi- 
ture, 59096. 


DOYLE,  Mr.  JOHN  J. 


Valuation  of  Holdings  of  Carrick-on-Shannon. 
In  the  10  divisions  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  No.  2 
Rural  District,  there  were  143  holdings  valued  under 
£4  ; 701  under  £12 ; 306  under  £40  ; 63  under  £100  ; 
19  under  £200;  4 under  £400;  and  4 over  £400 
50099-1  on  ’ 


Need  for  a Bridge  at  Hartly. 

North  and  South  Toomagh  should  be  connected  by  a 
bridge  over  the  Shannon  at  Hartly  to  enable  about  200 
families  to  take  their  produce  to  market  more  easily, 
59098-9. 

Claims  of  Tenant's  Sons  Prior  to  those  of 
Congests. 

Tenant’s  sons  now  forced  to  migrate  should  be  put 
on  the  3,000  odd  acres  now  held  by  one  man,  even  if 
there  were  no  congestion;  those  with  uneconomic 
holdings  had  not  a prior  claim ; problems,  of  the 
future  must  be  settled  by  the  people  concerned ; any 
young  Roscommon  man  could  live  on  20  acres  of  tend 
without  any  capital,  a spade  and  shovel  being  the  only 
tools  needed,  59101-6,  59110-14. 

Tillage. 

Tillage  paid  better  than  grass,  but  lands  could  not 
be  cultivated  when  tenants  had  been  evicted.— Witness 
tilled  by  rotation  only  6 acres,  because  the  remaining 
63  were  incapable  of  cultivation,  59107-9,  59115-21. 


BOWEN,  Mr.  EDWARD  F. 


The  Needs  of  Local  People  should  be  considered 

BEFORE  THOSE  OF  CONGESTS. 

A great  many  occupiers  in  the  district  between 
Ballinagare  and  Ballinameen,  paid  a high  rent  for 
grazing  their  cattle  on  neighbouring  farms  ; some- 
times they-  obtained  conacre  hay  there  as  well  ; there 
was  grave  danger  of  serious  injury  being  done  to  these 
people -by  the  Board  depriving  them  of  this  means  of 
living,  for  the  sake  of  migrants ; sufficient  land 
should  be  reserved  for  them,  and  grass  farms  could  be 
administered  for  the  present  by  a central  authority 
for  the  use  of  small  holders ; this  could  be  done 
cheaply  and  would  be  a great  boon  ; if  the  experi- 
ment failed,  the  farms  could  be  divided  later ; the 
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Board  should  be  empowered  to  deal  with  men  over  £5 
valuation  both  on  properties  they1  had  bought  and  on 
neighbouring  estates ; it  mattered  little,  however, 
whether  a man  were  just  over  or  under  that  valuation, 
if  those  lands  were  to  be  given  to  Migrants,  59124-35, 
59138,  59140,  59221.— Witness  would  not  be  satisfied 
with  a £10  valuation  limit,  and  did  not  think  valua- 
tion a fair  standard  for  determining  what  was  and 
was  not  economic,  59136-9,  59142. 

Grazing  v.  Tillage. 

The  tendency  shown  recently  to  let  land  go  into 
grass  was  largely  due  to  scarcity  of  labour,  though 
climate  .and  foreign  competition  were  also  factors ; 
Certain  lands  in  Roscommon  would  be  better  tilled, 
and  these  should  be  broken  up  into  small  holdings  and 
given  to  men  to  cultivate  them  themselves,  59142-5, 
59166-9,  59219-20,  59222-4.— Generally  speaking,  land 
in  Wexford  was  being  constantly  broken  up, 
because  it  would  not  stay  in  grass,  and  the  small 
farmers  had  been  tillers  for  generations,  but  the  soil 
there  was  different  from  that  in  (Roscommon ; even 
in  Wexford,  land  capable  of  staying  in  grass  was  not 
broken  up,  and  the  same  could  be  said  of  tillage  lands 
in  the  north  of  Ireland ; some  grass  lands  in  Ros- 
common might  be  deteriorating  from  bad  treatment, 
but  tilled  lands  would  have  fared  worse,  and  drainage, 
not  cultivation,  was  the  remedy  for  rushes ; if  old 
grass  lands  in  Roscommon  were  tilled  and  then  needed 
for  grass,  it  would  probably  take  50  years  to  bring 
them  back  to  their  present  state ; witness  did  not 
believe  they  would  be  broken  up  to  any  extent,  as  they 
were  more  profitable  in  grass,  59142,  59170-9, 
59196-200. — Many  of  these  grass  lands  had  once  been 
under  tillage,  59242-3. 

Effect  on  the  Cattle  Trade  of  the  Re-distribution 
of  Grass  Lands. 

The  Board  should  carry  out  their  policy  of  cutting 
up  grass  lands  on  the  assumption  that  these  would 
remain  in.  grass  after  division. ; a tillage  farm  might 
be  25  acres,  but  a grass  farm  should  be  from  30  or  40, 
though  many  people  lived'  on  less;  the  -farms,  too, 
should  he  given  to  a different  class  of  men,  as  a prac- 
tical knowledge  of  cattle  was  necessary  to  a grazier’s 
success,  59142,  59201-10. — The  doing  away  with  big 
grass  farms  would  deprive  the  small  western  peasant 
of  a market  for  his  beasts,  and  the  repayment  of 
millions  of  purchase  money  would  be  jeopardised ; 
this  latter  evil  might  be  substantially  remedied  by  the 
State  re-adjusting  annuities,  but  the  reduction  would 
have  to  be  very  big,  and  the  step  would  be  a serious 
one,  and  would  not  save  the  man  from  ruin,  59142, 
59146-50,  59212-3,  59238. — The  elimination  of  the  big 
grazier  would  certainly  upset  the  cattle  trade,  and 
lower  the  price  of  the  poor  man’s  young  stock ; four 
men  on  a hundred  acre  farm  could  not  be  as  successful 
as  one ; many  more  beasts  would  be  put  on  the  land, 
and  while  the  supply  would  be  nearly  doubled  the 
market  would  disappear ; the  'grazier  was  a buyer, 
while  the  small  man  would  simply  be  a producer,  not 
a purchaser  of  the  10  acre  man’s  stock  ; one  hundred 
acres  might  now  carry  50  cattle,  but  the  small  man 
would  have  a different  class  of  beasts,  not  one-and-a- 
half-year-olds,  but  cows  and  calves  which  he  could  not 
possibly  keep  on  his  30  acres  until  ready  to  be  sent 
to  the  Leinstermen  or  shippers,  59212-8, 


Maintenance  of  Drainage. 

The  Board  had  done  an  immense  amount  of  usef 
work,  particularly  in  regard  to  drainage,  but  mu. 
money  would  be  wasted,  unless  they  were  given  powe 
to  compel  people  to  maintain  the  drains  and  oth 
improvement  made;  Lord  de  Freyne  had  spe 
£6,000  on  drains  which  had  soon  become  useless  l 
^■ulse  not  maintained  ; possibly  a man’s  being  allow 
to  keep  his  holding  could  be  made  conditional  on  go, 
husbandry  but  as  this  might  he  resented  and  enforc 
S bB  be  better  te  annum 

and  fane  him ; there  was  absolute  necessity  for  oo 
ianued  supervision  by  the  authority  that  had  effect, 
the  sale,  and  drainage  should  be  inspected  at  lea 
ShKr^T2,  69lf.-62;~A  «?uld  compel  h 
to  ninf  lffp  "P  h?s  fenC0  as  this  was  newssai 
to  prevent  cattle  straying,  but  the  question  of  tl 
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maintenance  of  arterial  drainage  could  not  be  treated 
in  the  same  way,  as  it  would  be  the  cause  of  constant 
quarrels,  and  the  work  would  proLably  noi  be  done 

well;  it  would  be  better  to  have  some  authority 

preferably  the  Parish  Committee — to  make  sneci.nl 
laws,  59142,  59151,  59180-8.— The  Parish  Committees 
should  be  widely  extended,  and  the  enforcement 
of  the  maintenance  of  drainage  put  in  their 
hands ; this  would  largely  increase  their  powers  • 
The  official  character  thus  given  them,  might  possibly 
interefere  with  their  work  in  other  directions,  59142 
59151-3. 


Cutting  Down  Trees. 

Witness  knew  a great  deal  of  drainage  was  done  by 
the  ruthless  cutting  down  of  trees,  but  did  not  see 
how  tenant  purchasers  could  be  prevented  doing  this 
as  they  were  doing  it  except  by  a provision  making  it 
obligatory  to  first  contain  the  consent  of  the  authori- 
ties ; he  knew  of  no  case  where  the  landlord  had  cut 
down  trees  before  Belling,  though  possibly  this  had 
occurred,  59164-5,  15189-95. 

Acquisition  of  Land,  Price. 

A large  amount  of  land  could  be  obtained  by  the 
Board,  without  compulsion,  if  a fair  price  were  given, 
net  income,  capitalised  at  3^  par  cent.,  wonld  in 
■many  oases  be  a fair  basis  ; the  Board  sometimes, 
applied  for  only  the  best  bits  of  land,  leaving  the  in- 
ferior parts  on  the  owner’s  hands : this  was  strongly 
objected  to,  and  was  neither  reasonable  nor  just,, 
59142. 


WHITE,  Mr.  EDWARD. 


Objects  and  Work  of  the  Irish  Game  Protection 
Association. 

The  Irish  Game  Protection  Association  was  a purely 
philanthropic  society,  and  its  members  were  drawn 
from  every  class ; its  object  was  the  protection  of 
Irish  game,  now  in  danger  of  extinction  ; also,  if 
possible,  its  increase ; the  Association  worked  in  the 
interests  of  sportsmen,  and  of  the  nation  at  large; 
it  tried  to  bring  before  tenant  purchasers  the  neces- 
sity of  combination  and  the  monetary  advantages  re- 
sulting to  themselves  from  game  preservation ; it 
gave  them  help  and  encouragement  when,  as  often 
happened  they  asked'  for  advice ; it  recognised  the- 
necessity  of  enlisting  the  support  of  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land,  and  had  to  encoui  age  a general 
conception  of  the  importance  of  game  and  fish  as  an 
element  in  the  national  prosperity  ; in  this  connec- 
tion the  subject  deserved  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mission, 59244-9,  59262,  59276-80,  59287,  59291-2, 
59295,  59301. — The  Association  had  prepared  and  dis- 
tributed copies  of  the  “ Epitome  of  the  Game  Laws,” 
and  literature  setting  forth  the  value  of  game  to 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land,  and  had  prepared  a 
memorandum  on  the  importance  of  united  action  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  and  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  disseminate  amongst  tenant-purchasers 
who  had1  acquired  sporting-rights ; it  had  .also  had  a 
form  of  deed  drawn  up  by  eminent  counsel,  copies  of 
which  had  been  supplied  to  both  bodies,  and  such  a 
deed  should  be  signed  by  the  tenants,  59249,  59290, 
59302.— -Father  Kelly,  of  Innisboffin,  had  unintention- 
ally given  a wrong  impression  when  referring  in  his 
evidence  to  an  interview  between  the  Association  ana 
the  Board ; the  representatives  of  the  former  had 
only  suggested  that  the  tenants  would  be  benefited  by 
owning  sporting  rights  if  they  combined  for  the  pro- 
tection of  these;  the  importance  of  combination  had 
also  been  chiefly  insisted  upon  in  a previous  interview 
with  the  Estates  Commissioners  ; the  Association  hold 
strongly  that  in  the  accomplishment  of  sales  through 
either  of  these  bodies,  steps  should  be  taken  to  ensure 
united  action  on  the  part  of  tenants  for'the  protection 
of  game;  a trusteeship  should  be  formed  by  the- 
purchasing  body,  the  tenants  signing  deeds  like  those 
referred  to  above,  combining  to  appoint  trustees ; on 
the  Dillon  Estate,  bought  by  the  Board,  a combination 
had  been  formed,  and  three  members  of  the  Committee- 
of  the  Association  had  gladly  rented  the  shooting  for 
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£50,  but  the  value  of  this  had  been  practically  de- 
stroyed by  the  refusal  of  three  men  in  the  centre  of 
the  property  to  join  the  otlers,  59249,  59261-6,  59286, 
59302. — The  transference  of  game  rights  was  not  a 
necessary  consequence  of  the  transference  of  land,  but 
the  old  proprietor  could  only  keep  them  effectively  if 
he  had  the  people’s  good-will,  59298-300. — Since  its 
formation  in  1891,  the  Association  had  done  the  work 
of  Government  in  prosecuting  poachers  and  people 
shooting  without  licenses,  and  its  efforts  had  pre- 
vented the  extermination  of  game  in  many  districts, 
59249. 


Revenue  Derived  from  Game  and  Gun  Licences  in 
Ireland  should  be  used  for  the  Benefit  of  that 
Country. 

People  who  had  shot  game,  tnough  only  possessng  a 
10s.  gun  licence,  were  now  taking  out  game  certificates 
to  avoid  prosecution,  and  the  increase  of  revenue  de- 
rived by  Government  from  licences  and  game  certifi- 
cates since  the  formation  of  the  Association  in  1891 
amounted  to  £300,000 ; in  the  last  year  the  increase 
had  been  about  £4,000  over  the  figures  of  1891 ; this 
was  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Association’s  inspectors, 
the  repeal  of  the  Arms  Act  having  taken  place  .since 
March  31st,  could  not  have  made  any  difference, 
59249-60. — The'  enormous  amount  paid  for  game  and 
gun  licences,  £23,000  last  year,  went  into  the  English 
exchequer,  Ireland,  apparently,  receiving  no  return  in 
game  preservation ; money  derived  in  this  way  from 
a particular  county  should  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
that  county,  and  this  would  tend  to  encourage  a 
general  appreciation  of  the  value  of  game  and  fishing, 
and  a recognition  of  the  fact  that  people  should  not  be 
allowed  to  break  the  law  regarding  licences,  59249-52, 
59272-5,  59281-5. 


Apathy  of  Government  in  the  Matter  of  Game 
Protection  in  Ireland. 

Tt  was  notorious  that  the  Excise  officers  neglected  the 
duty  of  enforcing  the  game  laws,  not  liking  tlie  trouble 
of  going  on  to  the  mountains ; in  England  and  Scot- 
land the  police  were  encouraged  by  superior  officers 
to  report  men  shooting  without  licences,  but  in  Ireland 
they  received  no  such  encouragement,  and  left  the 
matter  alone ; it  was  a.  pity  they  were  not  even 
allowed  to  enforce  the  Wild  Birds’  Protection  Act, 
but  this  would  not  matter  if  Government  did  its  duty 
and  increased  the  number  of  Excise  officers,  instruct- 
ing the  existing  staff  to  - bestir  themselves,  59249, 
59267-8. — Three  classes  of  tenants  were  affected  by  the 
game  question  : (1)  the  many  large  purchasing  tenants 
of  Leinster,  (2)  smaller  people  in  the  midlands,  (3) 
men  in  the  West  who  were  paid  well  for  preserving 
game  on  their  own  land  ; the  fix's t aixd  third  classes 
disliked  poachers,  the  second  was  apathetic  and  needed 
rousing,—  all  three  were  neglected  by  Government ; 
Many  people  complained  of  poachers,  who  did  serious 
damage  to  fences,  coverts,  etc.,  apart  from  the  ques- 
tion of  game,  59249,  59275. 

Smallness  of  the  New  Holdings. 

The  new  holdings  were  too  small  for  people  to  farm 
out  tho  shooting,  whereas  before,  no  landholders  had 
been  unable  to  do  this,  59303-5. 
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CASSIDY,  Mr.  MICHAEL. 

Cattle  Raising — Improved  Methods  Needed. 

Ireland  would  be  much  richer  if  the  big  ranches 
were  divided  into  small  holdings  of,  say,  from  20  to 
50  acres  of  good  to  fair  land  ; a good  proportion 
would  have  to  be  kept  in  tillage  for  the  growing  of 
green  roots,  etc.,  for  fattening  cattle ; the  stock 
suffered  greatly  from  lack  of  good  winter  feeding,  and 
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Mand's  loss  in  this  respect  was  the  gain  of  lamer, 
in  England  and  Scotland;  it  was  quite  common  for 
small  holders  m these  countries  to  make  a 20  to  24 
months  old  heifer  worth  £20;  Mr.  James  Shi  el 
(Longniddrie,  Haddington),  had  for  years  made  20 
months  old  cattle  fetch  £27  each ; this  was  done  by 
force  feeding  with  roots,  oil  cake,  and  grain  for  the 
ast  six  months ; in  Mayo  and  Sligo  cattle  were 
kept  till  they  were  four  or  five  years  old  and  sold  as 
low  as  from  £6  to  £8,  though  fattened  on  large  ranches 
in  Meath,  Westmeath,  County  Dublin,  and  some  of 
the  best  pastures  of  Roscommon,  and  on  farms  all  over 
Ireland  ; instead  of  starving  their  cattle  and  selling 
them  at  such  low  prices  the  owners  could  be  taught 
that  by  growing  winter  feeding,  putting  cattle  sheds  on 
their  holdings  and  improvng  the  breeds,  to  make  cattle 
•at  2 years  old  worth  at  least  £18  ; tliey  should  be 
fed  to  beef,  of  which  a regular  supply  could  be  kept 
up  all  the  year  round  by  growing  a few  acres  of  Italian 
gr>ass ; by  manuring  it  3 or  4 cuttings  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  grass  every  year,  and  the  cattle  could 
be  stall-fed  all  the  time  ; in  the  hill  parts  of  Scotland, 
the  best  grades  of  cattle,  chiefly  polled  Angus  breeds, 
were  raised  on  the  worst  lands,  £20  being  a common 
price  for  2 year  olds  of  the  best  class ; forty  calves 
had  been  sold  at  Brechin  Fair  as  year-olds,  half  of 
which  had  been  fed  in  Ireland,  on  hay,  half  in  Scot- 
land on  cut  chaff,  treacle,  straw,  turnips,  and  about 
2 lbs.  of  cotton  cake ; the  expense  of  feeding  the 
former  had  probably  nearly  equalled  that  of  keeping 
the  latter,  viz.,  2s.  3 d.  per  week,  and  strange  to  say,- 
as  a matter  of  live  weight  for  money,  the  Scotch 
wintered  had  cost  less  per  cwt.  than  the  others,  59308, 
59354. — A bullock  weighing  10  cwt.  in  November  would 
by  May  lose  2 cwt.  of  flesh — tlie  most  valuable  part  of 
him, —if  put  out  all  winter  and  fed  on  hay  as  was 
done  in  the  west  of  Ireland ; it  would  take  4 months 
to  repair  a waste  never  allowed  by  small  Scotch 
farmers  on  the  worst  lands ; they  kept  increasing  the 
weight  of  their  cattle  which  they  had  reared  from 
calves,  so  that  they  matured  much  more  quickly  than 
in  Ireland  ; cut  grass  was  the  food  in  summer ; the 
big  farmer  in  Scotland  did  not  breed  cattle,  and  bought 
from  Ireland  chiefly  for  fattening  purposes,  59308-9, 
59313-4,  59337-8,  59345-7. — Stock  could  be  reared  best 
on  small  holdings,  but  the  cattle  should  be  fattened, 
and  the  farm  fed  with  the  manure  thus  made,  and 
only  the  producer  of  tho  stock  benefited. — Irish  beef 
could  then  oust  that  of  America  from  the  best  markets, 
owing  to  the  demand  for  beef  oi  early  maturity,  59309. 
There  was  no  danger  of  the  price  of  stock  declining 
by  the  elimination  of  the  grazier,  for  the  small  farmer 
would  be  taught  to  turn  his  cattle  cut  at  two  and  two- 
■and-a-half  years  old ; people  would-  soon  adopt  the 
stall-feeding  system  when  they  saw  its  advantages, 
but  they  must  first  be  given  tho  land,  59314-16,  59367. 
— Witness  did  only  a little  in-feeding  himself  cn  his 
50  or  60  acre  farm,  having  6 or  7 acres  of  green  crops, 
and  he  did  not  breed  many  cattle,  but  bought  them  as 
stores,  and  he  was  chiefly  engaged  in  the  shipping  busi- 
ness, 59348-53. 


Land  Suitable  for  Tillage. 

A good  deal  of  tillage  would  be  needed  to  grow  the 
green  food  for  winter  feeding,  but  though  hardly  any- 
thing was  tilled  in  Roscommon  except  bogs  and  bad 
land,  most  of  the  land  there  and  in  Connaught  gener- 
ally was  fit  for  cultivation  ; only  suitable  land  should 
be  tilled  ; when  the  ranches  were  divided  each  man 
should  be  given  both  tillage  and  pasture  land,  and  as 
the  two  were  intermixed,  this  should  not  be  difficult, 
59317-31,  59357,  59361,  59374-5.— There  was  enough 
tillage  land  in  Donegal  to  enable  people  to  in-feed 
oattle  and  keep  them  until  ready  for  killing,  59332-7, 
59374-5. — There  were  not  enough  cattle  raised  in  the 
west  of  Ireland  : hundreds  came  every  season  from  the 
northern  counties  to  be  sold  in  Mayo,  Galway,  and 
Roscommon,  59336. 

Buildings  Needed — Cost,  etc. 

Some  of  the  Scotch  holdings  were  100  acres,  part 
mountain,  part  tillage  and  pasturage,  and  the  build- 
ings might  be  worth  £300  or  £400,  so  that  consider- 
able loans  would  be  needed  to  establish  tlie.  system  in 
Ireland ; shelter,  sheds,  root',  and  artificial  feeding 
were  necessary  ; a Roscommon  man  on  a.  50  acre  farm 
should  start  with  £500  or  £600,  though  men  had  suc- 
ceeded with  less,  59309,  59338-45,  59356. 
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Agricultural  Training  Needed. 

Witness  did  not  believe  that  if  grass-lands  were 
broken  up  in  Connaught,  people  would  only  breed 
oattle,  though  this  would  be  necessary  to  some  extent ; 
they  should  till  part  of  their  farms, — in  some  cases 
one-third,  but  how  much,  depended  on  the  quality  of 
the  land ; they  would  need  some  training  in  Con- 
naught, where  land  had  so  long  been  out  of  cultiva- 
tion ; Government  might  subsidise  a model  farm  in 
every  county,  and  as  people  would  soon  learn  what  was 
to  their  advantage,  the  policy  of  cutting  up  grass  lands 
should  lie  carried  out  as  quickly  as  possible,  59312, 
59365-7. — It  was  very  important  to  have  rotation-grass 
as  in  Scotland,  and  the  fact  that  small  holders  in  Ire- 
land did  not  sow  it,  shewed  a want  of  elementary 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  59358-62. — Danish  butter 
commanded  a better  price  in  England  and  Scotland 
than  did  Irish,  because,  according  to  provision 
merchants,  people  grew  accustomed  to  it  as  Denmark 
could  supply  it  all  the  year  round,  being  a tillage 
country  -where  roots  were"  -grown  for  winter  feeding; 
dairying  succeeded  best  on  small  holdings,  but  rota- 
tion grass  and  green  crops  were  necessary  if  butter 
were  to  be  obtained  in  winter  in  Ireland,  59309,  59368- 
70.— The  small  farmer  was  obliged  to  sell  yearlings 
which  were  not  as  forward  as  they  should  be,  so  he 
should  first  be  taught  the  importance  of  improving 
these  and  of  solving  rotation  grass ; it  was  most  de- 
sirable that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  should 
promote  this  eduoation  ; eveiy  district  might  form  a 
committee  of  its  own  for  this  purpose,  59358-64,  59368- 


practically  disfranchised  for  the  County  Council 
Technical  Committee  owing  to  the  difliculty  and 
pense  of  going  to  Roscommon,  59377. 


Agricultural  Banks  Needed. 

Agricultural  Banks  were  a need  of  the  times 
Government  was  responsible  for  the  Irish  probl  ~~ 
and  a re-fund  of  the  large  balance  due  for  over  ta* 
tion  should  be  made  for  public  works,  devc-ioumenfl 
and  industrial  enterprises,  59377.  ” 1X  3 


FEELY,  Mr.  JOSEPH. 


Refusal  of  Liscor  Landlords  ' to  Sell  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners  or  the  Board. 

Liscor  was  a congested  division : th«  holdings  were 
miserably  small  and  a great  deal  of  improvement 
needed  on  the  estate.— The  tenants  had  decided  to  b»v 
either  through  the  Estates  Commissioners  or  the 
Board  having  heard  from  Sir  Antony  MacDonn'ell 
that  they  could  thus  be  relieved  on  out-side  farms  and 
the  division  could  be  scheduled  as  congested.— Mr 
Bowen  and  Mr.  White  would  not,  however,  sell  to  eith  r 
of  these  bodies,  and  they  claimed  27  years’  purchase 
on  second  term  rents,  59378-81  - 


DRURY,  Mr.  JOHN; 


Increased  Employment  Given  by  Division  or 
Grass-lands. 

Division  of  the  grazing  ranches  into  small  agricul- 
tural farms  would  employ  twice  as  many  people  as 
were  employed  at  present,  and  this  would  benefit  shop- 
keepers and  everyone  else,  while  people  who  generally 
, *°  wor*£  the  poorest  trades  in  the  large  towns 

of  Great  Britain,  would  be  kept  at  home  by  a healthy 
occupation,  59309,  59354-5. 


BEIRNE,  Mr.  DANIEL. 


Valuation  of  Holdings  in  Croghan  Division. 

The  Croghan  Division  was  fairly  typical  of  the  dis- 
trict between  Eastersnow  and  Elphin,  Carrick-on- 
tshannon,  and  Frencbpark,  and  coincided  pretty  well 
with  Mr.  Lloyd’s  Croghan  Estate ; there  were  41 
holdings  under  £5  valuation  ; 43  between  £5  and  £10  ; 
25  between  £10  and  £15  ; 22  between  £15  and  £25  ; 
11  between  £25  and  £50 ; 3 between  £50  and  £100  • 
6 over  £100,  59377. 


DnisniN  of  Grass-lands,  Encouragement  of 
Tillage,  and  Development  of  Industries 
Advocated. 


On  the  boundary  of  the  division  were  615  acres  of 
non-residential  grass-lands  which  should  be  dividec 
amongst  the  Lloyd  Estate  tenants.—  Allotees  should 
be  obliged  to  till  a good  proportion  of  their  land.— Nc 
senous  effort  had  been  made  as  yet  to  educate  the 
people  in  the  best  methods  of  fanning,  and  a great 
responsibility  rested  with  the  Department.-Sub- 
stantial  premiums  should  be  given  to  encourage  more 
ullage,  but  though  agricultural  activity 
might  thus  receive  an  impetus,  Ireland  would  continue 
to  be  behind  other  countries  unless  her  industries,  like 
Th«,irTwer?  a,nd  enc»uraged  by  Government. 

The  Department  had  been  a great  disappointment  in 
this  respect-,  having  refused  to  help  to  start  a co- 
SatlV®  Jfcon'Yun2S  iacfc0*y  in  Boyle ; such  treat- 
ment would  make  the  establishment  of  . pioneer  in- 
dustries impossible,  59377.  ^ in 


Drainage  Needed. 

Public  money  would  bo  well  spent  on.  a 
mam  drainage  around  Croghan,  59377. 

Railway  Needed. 


scheme  of 


A connecting'  railway  between 
town  was  much  needed,  as 


Boyle  and  Roscommon 
Croghan  district  was 


Equalisation  of  Rates  on  House  Property  and 
Untenanted  Land  Advocated. 

The  rating  question  did  not  receive  due  attention, 
and  congested  districts  would  be  helped  appreciably 
if  legislation  could  be  introduced  changing  the  prin- 
ciple which  came  in  with  the  Act  of  1898 ; in  the 
townland  of  Tevenagh,  256  statute  acres,  the  valuation 
h.ouse  property  or  “other  hereditaments"  was 
£27  10s.,  that  of  land  £76  15s.,  making  a total  of 
£104  5s.,  while  on  Keelogues  farm,  140  acres,  the- land 
valuation  was  £104,  that  of  the  other  hereditaments 
10s.  ; in  one  case  the  19  tenants  paid  £13  7s.  1*4  in 
rates,  while  the  non-residential  occupier  • paid 
£11  6s.  8dl.  on  a like  valuation  ; this  difference  of 
£2  0s.  5 £d.  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  rate  on  houses 
was  3s.  8(T.)  -and  on  land  2s.  2d.  ; the  poor  man  had 
biult  his  house  and  offices  with  labour  and  capital  and 
if  he  improved  them,  was  taxed  on  increased  valua- 
tion d-ue  to  liis  labour ; he  was  naturally  reluctant 
to  bring  a tax  on,  himself. — The  11  months’  occupier 
should  not  get  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  grant  in 
a case  of  this  kind,  59382-4  ; the  rates  paid  by  non- 
residential  occupiers  should  equal  those  paid  by  poor 
tenants  on  house  property,  i.c.,  at  the  current  rate  in 
Roscommon,  3s.  8cf.  in  the  £ ; there  was  now  a 
premium  on  the  existence  of  large  farms,  and  if  the 
rates  on  vhese  were  higher,  the  owners  might  be  more 
willing  to  sell  to  the  Estates  Commissioners  or  the 
Board,  59384. 

Seiection  of  Migrants  ; Sale  of  Holdings  b.y 
Tenant-Purchasers. 

When  the  Commissioners  or  Board  were  choosing 
tenants  to  put  on  untenanted  land,  they  should  1» 
careful  to  see  that  these  were  band  fide  farmers,  or  at 
least  men  living  mainly  by  agriculture,  as  people 
might  get  possession  of  land  simply  that  they  might 
sell  out  at  a profit. — The  Estates  Commissioners’ 
inspector  had  given  a holding,  or  land  close  to  the 
township,  to  a man  who  was  not  a farmer  and  who 
had  sold  his  interest  two  years  later  to  another  tenant ; 
the  tenant  farmer  should  be  considered  before  men 
'vbo  lived  by  trade  or  some  other  means,  59384-8, 
59390. — The  selling  authority  kept  some  control  as 
long  as  the  annuity  was  due;  and  said  who  was  to  lie 
the  successor,  but  they  did  not  object  to  a tenant  dis- 
posing his  interest;  where  he  had  spent  money  on 
improvements  he  should  be  compensated  if  he  wished 
to  relinquish  his  right  as  tenant,  bp t lie  should  be 
prevented  by  law  from  selling  liis  interest-  before  -a 
certain' term  of  years,  on  property  which  had.  not  cqsfc 
him  a penny,  59389-93. 
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DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY. 

See  also  pp.  1,  410,  495,  and  611. 

Classification  of  Estates  bought  by  the  Boaed 
under  Act  of  1903,  which  had  been  treated 
AND  PREPARED  FOR  SALE — ACCORDING  TO  AMOUNT 
OF  LOSS  ON  IMPROVEMENTS. 

' Particulars  had  been  prepared  of  the  actual  loss 
incurred  by  the  Board  in  treating  estates  bought 
under  the  Act  of  1903,  59394. — These  estates  were 
classified  as  follows,: — Glass  A. — Poor  tenanted  es- 
tates on  some  of  which  there  was  a small  proportion 
of  untenanted  land  available  for  migration  .and  en- 
largement of  holdings ; Class  B. — Very  poor  tenanted 
estates  on  which  there  was  practically  no  agri- 
cultural land  available  for  these  purposes ; Class  C.— 
Estates  comprised  wholly  or  mainly  of  un- 
tenanted land  used  chiefly  for  migration ; the 
total  purchase  price  of  A.,  B.,  and  C.  was  £317,639, 
the  total  expenditure  on  improvements  £81,249, 
and  the  total  net  loss  £41,152,  59561. — The  total 
poor  law  valuation  £12,457,  and  the  total  area 
53,627  acres,  of  which  10,558  acres  were  un tenanted, 
and  43,096  acres  were  tenanted,  59394-8,  59400-2, 
59561,  59640,  59828. — Class  A.,  represented  by  the 
Dillon  and  De  Freyne  Estates,  comprised  76T  of  the 
gross  purchase  money,  and  though  the  improvement 
had  been  substantial,  the  percentage  of  loss  had  only 
been  9‘4  of  the  cost  price  of  the  estates,  59561. — Class 
B.,  represented  by  the  Garna,  Erris,  and  Connemara 
Estates,  >and  those  about  Mallaranny,  comprised  15’6 
per  cent,  of  the  gross  purchase  money ; the  only 
improvements  effected  had  been  improvement  of  dwell- 
ings,  re-arrangement  of  holdings,  and  the  making  of 
roads  and  drains ; the  number  of  economic  hold- 
ings had  not  been  materially  increased,  59562. — 
Improvements  had  not  been  considered  sufficiently 
directly  reproductive  for  any  appreciable  portion  of 
the  outlay  to  be  charged  to  the  sale  prices  of  hold- 
ings, so  that  the  percentage  of  loss  had  been  21-6 

Scent,  of  the  cost  price  of  the  estates,  59572. — 
ss  'C.  comprised  only  8'3  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
purchase  money ; its  total  area  was  3,000  acres  of 
grass  land,  and  the  loss  28'8  per  cent.,  59562,  59572.— 
The  average  loss  on  A.,  B.,  and  C.  together  was  12-9 
per  cent.,  59577,  59708,  59764,  59810,  59837,  59941, 
59948. 

Typical  Character  of  Estates  Classified. 

Improvements  had  been  effected  as  economically  as 
was  consistent  with  efficiency,  and  as  the  above  were 
average  estates,  the  result  of  the  operations,  though 
not  an  absolute  guide,  should  afford  the  safest  avail- 
able information  on  which  to  estimate  the  loss  likely 
to  be  involved  in  the  treatment  of  similar  properties, 
59405,  59574,  59644,  59655,  59678,  59681,  59834,  59943, 
59945. 

Effect  which  the  granting  of  Compulsory  Powers 

WOULD  HAVE  ON  PERCENTAGE  OF  LOSS. 

It  was,  however,  most  important  to  analyse  the 
character  of  the  above  estates  ; 75  per  cent,  consisted 
of  properties  needing  improvement,  but  responding 
to  treatment  like  the  Dillon  Estate.  The  Board  had 
done  their  best  for  A,  but  sufficient  relief  had  not 
been  given.  They  had  not  been  able  to  acquire  the 
lands  best  suited  for  migration  purposes,  and  conse- 
quently very  few  people  had  migrated.  A number 
of  Dillon  Estate  tenants  would  go  if  lands  could  be 
acquired  near  at  hand.  Granted  compulsory  powers, 
greater  improvements  could  be  effected  in  future,  and 
the  9 per  cent,  loss  on  A would  be  increased,  59575- 
91,  59705,  59837,  59843-4.— It  was  not  likely  that  in 
practice  all  the  tenants  of  an  estate  could  be  pro- 
vided with  economic  holdings.  The  arrangements  on 
Colonel  Smith’s  estate  in  Erris  and  on  the  Madden 
Estate  had  approached  the  ideal,  and  the  loss  had 


DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY— continued. 

been  25‘4  and  24  per  cent,  respectively,  79704-8. — 
The  Dillon  Estate  had,  owing  to  favourable  circum- 
stances, been  treated  without  loss,  which  fact  had 
reduced  the  average  percentage  of  loss  to  6 per  cent. 
If  the  Dillon  Estate  had  to  be  bought  to-day,  im- 
provements like  those  effected  would,  by  themselves, 
mean  a loss  of  10  per  cent.,  and  this  would  be  at 
least  doubled  if  really  satisfactory  treatment  were 
given.  This  would  be  the  case  on  all  such  estates 
unless  they  happened  to  contain  a large  area  of  grass 
land,  59592-8,  59672-6,  59696-9. 


LOW  PERCENTAGE  OF  LOSS  WHEN  UNTENANTED  LAND 
WAS  IN  THE  AMBIT  OF  THE  ESTATE. 

The  Armstrong  Estate  was  a fair  illustration  of  the 
result  of  operations  in  favourable  circumstances. 
Few  new  houses  had  been  required,  and  the  unten- 
anted land,  though  not  near  the  tenanted,  had  been 
within  the  ambit  of  the  estate.  Had  it  been  at  any 
distance  the  actual  net  loss  of  15  per  cent,  would 
have  been  greatly  increased,  perhaps  doubled.  The 
land  might  have  cost  even  less — the  increased  expen- 
diture would  have  been  on  building,  fencing,  and 
road-making.  Advances  on  the  sale  price  of  holdings 
had  been  taken  into  account  when  estimating  the  15 
per  cent,  loss,  hut  not  loans,  59598-615. — Assuming 
what  was  unlikely — that  fifty  families  would  have 
migrated,  the  net  loss  would  have  been  at  least  £100 
per  family,  although  a certain  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penditure would  have  been  put  on  the  annuity, 
59598-619. 

Proportion  of  B Estates  which  should  be  bought, 

AND  TREATMENT  WHICH  SHOULD  BE  GIVEN. 

If  a million’s  worth  of  land  were  bought  annually, 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  buy  more  than  10  per 
cent,  of  the  B class ; the  area  of  these  estates  was 
not  indicated  by  the  percentage,  e.g.,  the  Ber ridge 
Estate,  though  very  large,  was  not  worth  much ; 
congestion  on  these  properties  could  not  be  much 
relieved  by  migration ; the  majority  were  remote 
from  grass  areas,  and  a considerable  number  of 
occupiers  objected  to  migration,  and  in  any  case  were 
quite  unfit  for  it  .at  present;  B estates  were  the 
worst  class,  and  would  probably  remain  bad  no  matter 
what  the  Board  did  for  them  ; for  this  reason  the 
Board  had  rather  avoided  the  purchase  of  B in  re- 
mote districts,  59822-4,  59826,  59828,  59835,  59837-41, 
59848-9,  59961. — The  standard  of  comfort  of  one-half 
the  population  of  the  congested  districts  could  only 
be  appreciably  raised  by  the  provision  of  industrial 
employment,  59827.— All  maritime  districts  were 
of  Class  B,  and  the  development  of  fishing 
would  keep  these.  Even  if  this  could,  .not  be 
done  to  a satisfactory  extent,  the  conditions  of 
life  of  the  population  could  be  much  amelio- 
rated, 59827. — Few  would  probably  argue  that 
emigration  should  be  facilitated,  (though  a large 
number  of  people  would  be  willing  to  go),  but  if  the 
peasants  were  given  decent  homes  with  turbary  for 
fuel,  grazing  for  a couple  of  cows,  and  space  for 
fowls,  they  would,  though  poor,  lead  good  and  happy 
lives,  and  would  be  a valuable  asset  to  Ireland  if 
she  could  employ  them  labourers  ; if  not  they 
would  be  useful  as  migratory  labourers,  59849-50. — 
In  this  last  case  the  conditions  under  which  they  tra- 
velled .and  their  housing  in  England  should  be  super- 
vised. 59852.— Lands  should  he  striped  and  money 
freely  spent  on  improving  houses,  as  nothing  seemed 
to  have  a more  elevating  effect  on  the  habits  of  a pea- 
sant's family  than  the  possession  of  a good  house 
and  surroundings,  59828.— The  Board  only  put  up  new 
houses  for  the  people  they  moved  in  striping,  the  pea- 
sants themselves  building  four  times  as  many  houses 
with  grants  given  under  the  Houses  Improvements 
Scheme  and  the  Parish  Committee  Schemes.  59842.— 
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Smaller  sums  were  given  for  substantial  improve- 
ments to  existing  houses,  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  Board’s  specifications,  and  sometimes  a sum 
was  added  to  the  sale  price  of  the  holding  and  repaid, 
in  the  annuity ; buying  an  estate  to  stripe,  improve, 
and  re-sell  to  the  tenants  would  by  no  means  make 
future  migration  more  difficult ; the  vacated  . hold- 
ings could  easily  be  amalgamated  with  the  adjoining 
striped  holdings  ; in  such  cases  the  better  house  was 
always  chosen  for  retention,  59842-5,  59851-2. 


Advantages  op  increased  Migration  ; Cost  to  be 

BORNE  BY  THE  STATE,  PROPOSED. 

The  more  migration  work  done  by  the  Board  the 
more  radical  and  effective  was  their  treatment ; the 
•country  really  received  good  value  for  the  expendi- 
ture involved  as  compared  with  the  loss  entailed  by 
treating  estates  without  substantially  improving 
them.  A special  grant  should  be  given  by  the  State 
to  meet  the  loss  on  increased  migration ; at  present 
the  only  portion  of  the  Board’s  funds  not  derived 
from  Irish  sources  was  the  annual  Parliamentary 
Grant  of  £20,000,  59765-8. 


DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY — continued. 

making  the  total  cost  £575.  Calculating  the  sale 
price  on  an  annuity  of  85  per  cent,  of  the  £15  annual 
value,  i.e.,  £12  16s.,  the  total  cost  was  £294,  entail- 
ing a loss  of  £181.  By  deducting  the  average  value 
of  the  occupation  interest  of  the  vacated  holding 
— viz.,  £35 — the  loss  was  reduced  to  £146,  and  stifl 
further  to  £94,  or  23‘2  per  cent.,  if  a £2  rent  were 
paid  for  buildings,  making  the  gross  fair  rent  £17 
597614,  59768,  59781,  59948-9,  59968,  60003.— The 
annuity  of  a migrant’s  holding  should  not  exceed 
85  per  cent,  of  the  fair  letting  value,  including  build- 
ings, and  it  would  be  better  if  these  could  be  ex- 
cluded. This  could  not  be  done  without  increased 
loss,  unless  bigger  men  would  migrate.  The  larger 
the  occupation  interest  of  the  vacated  holding,  the 
smaller  the  loss  involved.  Moreover  small  sur- 
rendered holdings  allowed  but  a small  enlargement  of 
adjacent  holdings.  It  was,  however,  doubtful 
judging  by  recent  experience,  if  bigger  men  would 
migrate,  and  there  were  not  many  of  them  in  Class 
A.  The  acquisition  of  an  adequate  amount  of  grass 
land  near  the  estate  treated  would  lessen  the  diffi- 
culty, but  the  effect  of  the  migration  of  larger  men 
would  probably  not  counterbalance  the  loss  entailed 
by  the  increased  cost  of  labour,  59710,  59764,  59768, 
59965-72. 


Purchase  op  one-third  Untenanted  Land  proposed  ; 

INCREASED  LOSS  WHICH  WOULD  BE  ENTAILED. 

Witness  recommended  that  Class  C should  in 
future  comprise  one-third  of  the  estates  purchased, 
59632. — Then  the  loss,  calculated  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  it  had  actually  been  on  this  class,  would, 
roughly  speaking,  raise  the  less  on  the  entire  group 
of  estates  from  12-9  to  17-2  per  cent.,  .because  un- 
tenanted land  cost  most  to  try  >and  prepare  for 
migrants,-  59632. — If  congestion  were  only  to  be  re- 
lieved by  enlargement  of  holdings,  a large  .amount  of 
grass  land  should  have,  to  be  bought  in  order  to  assist 
the  worst  estates,  59645,  59648-50,  59688-92,  69705, 
59781. — C was  only  a loss,  because  it  was  needed  for 
A and  B,  and  os  a matter  of  account  the  actual  loss 
could  be  debited  to  Hie  estates  benefited,  59640-4. — 
Class  C should  be  used  chiefly  for  the  amelioration 
of  A,  as  more  satisfactory  results  would  be  obtained 
there  than  in  B,  59835-7,  59846-7. 


Cost  of  Migration  ; Considerations  affecting 

QUESTION  OF  FUTURE  LOSS. 

The  tenants  in  these  groups  had  all  paid  at  least 
two  years’  full  rent,  and  the  untenanted  land  had 
been  sold  at  the  average  price  paid  by  the  Board,  viz., 
twenty-seven  years’  purchase  of  the  estimated  annual 
value,  or  29  ‘5  years’  purchase  of  the  poor-law  valua- 
tion, 59692,  59798. — This  last  was  misleading  as  a 
standard  of  value,  because  a bog  valued  at  3d.  might 
be  bought  cheap  at  £4  per  acre  if  situated  near  a 
densely  populated  district.  If  the  Board  were  to 
charge  the  same  interest  as  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  revenue  of  the  land  while  on  hands 
were  substantially  reduced,  the  17-2  per  cent,  loss 
would  be  increased  in  proportion,  59796-804, 
59856-9,  60026-7. — The  goodwill  of  his  old  holding 
was  credited  to  a migrant  in  the  price  of  his  new- 
holding,  he  paying  the  twenty-seven  years  purchase 
only  for  the  extra  amount  of  land  acquired  plus  some- 
thing for  the  new  buildings  erected.  (The  minimum 
desirable  accommodation  for  a family  cost  £110,  the 
annual  value  of  the  new  land  being  seldom  less  than 
*{LnThiL-WOuld’  rouShly>  represent  a capital  sum 
of  £40,  while  the  Board,  having  spent,  say,  £120  on 
buildings,  would  lose  £80*  on  the  transaction).  The 
occupation  interest  of  the  vacated  holding  would  be 
charged  to  the  incoming  tenant  plus  the  fee-simple. 
If  the  house  was  not  of  much  value,  little  or  nothing 
was  allowed  for  it.  A bad  house  was  knocked  down, 
but  if  fairly  good,  the  new  occupier  paid  a separate 
rent  for  it,  while  his  old  house  was,  if  necessary 
demolished,  59620-32,  59769-73.— Though  migration 
had  before  entailed  an  average  loss  of  only  25  or  26 
per  cent.,  it  was  not  likely  in  future  to  be  less  than 
30  per  cent.  The  cost  price  at  twenty-seven  years  of 
the  estimated  fair  value  of  a £15  holding  was  £405 
The  cost  of  buildings,  as  the  Board  knew  by  ex- 
perience, had  risen  to  £130,  that  of  roads  to  £20 
and  of  fences  to  £20  owing  to  scarcity  of  Labour)  • 


Increased  Loss  to  be  anticipated  if  too  high  a 
Price  were  paid  for  the  Occupation  Interest 
in  Untenanted  Land. 

It  seemed  likely  that  the  Board  would  seek  to  ac- 
quire a far  larger  proportion  of  non-residential 
tenanted  holdings  than  hitherto ; if  they  had  to  pay 
more  for  these  than  for  land  in  the  owner’s  posses- 
sion they  would  not  be  .able  to  sell  the  holdings 
created  at  annuities  not  exceeding  the  85  per  cent,  of 
the  fair  Tent  without  incurring  a far  larger  loss  than 
tile  30  per  cent,  of  the  cost  price  of  the  land  alone 
of  the  migrant’s  hold;ng ; there  seemed  no  real 
reason  -why  a larger  price  should  be  paid  for  land 
jointly  owned  .by  two  persons  (tenant  and  landlord) 
than  for  land  occupied  bv  one,  59710. — The  land  w.as 
valued  on  an  estimate  of  the  revenue  it  was  capable 
of  yielding  when  properly  managed,  and  the  build- 
ings were  valued  separately;  tihe  number  of  owners 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,  59715-6. — Un- 
tenanted land  sometimes  fetched  an  excessive  price 
in  the  open  market  when  the  State  provided  money 
for  the  purchase  of  the  fee-simple ; otherwise  not ; 
•in  any  case  a prudent  buyer  would  ‘have  regard  to 
the  instability  of  a competitive  rental ; grazing  rents 
in  Mayo  and  Rosoommon  had  fallen  considerably,  so 
that  the  undivided  interest  w.as  not  so  valuable  as 
might  appear,  59710-41,  59856-7,  60026-7. 


Expenses  which  should  be  Charged  to  Adminis- 
tration. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  loss  on  estates 
bought  under  the  Act  of  1903  included  cost  of  sur- 
veyors, paymasters,  and  clerks  of  works.  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  charged  all  such  expenses,  except 
the  wages  of  gangers,  to  .administration,  to  be  in- 
cluded m the  vote  for  the  land'  Commission,  and  the 
Board  should  do  likewise,  59859-61. 


Reduction  in  Percentage  of  Loss  if  Board’s  Area 
of  Operations  were  to  include  the  whole 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Counties. 

The  Board,  .acting  on  a right  principle,  had  bought 
only  estates  needing  treatment.  Probably  about 
one-fourth  of  the  land  in  Connaught — i.e.,  estates 
and  sections  of  estates — could  be  passed  for  direct 
sale,  land  if  these  ■were  included  in  the  .area  of  the 
Board’s  operations  the  percentage  of  loss  would  be 
reduced  by  perhaps  one-fourth  ; also  the  proportions 
of  A,  B,  and  C would  .be  changed,  59403-9,  59412, 
59636,  59644-68,  59683  59861,  59863,  59942,  59946-7. 
— The  remaining  three-fourths  did  not  include  any 
estates  on  the  verge  of  being  economic,  though  there 
were  some  in  Class  A which  had  not  needed  much 
treatment—  e.g.,  the  Colles-Sandes  Estate,  costing 
£71,000,  on  which  the  loss  had  only  been  2‘8  p®r 
cent.  If,  which  was  unlikely,  there  should  prove  to 
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be  a Larger  proportion  of  such  estates  in  A the  per- 
centage of  loss  on  the  entire  would  be  reduced.  This 
would,  however,  be  counterbalanced  to  some  extent 
by  the  increased  expenditure  on  estates  like  Lord 
Dillon’s,  59677-82,  59684-5,  59947. 


Proportion  in  which  the  Three  Classes  of  Estates 
should  be  Bought  if  the  Board  were  to  Deal 
with  £1,000,000  worth  of  Land  Annually. 

If  the  Board'  dealt  yearly  with  £1,000,000  worth 
of  land,  of  which  one-third  were  of  C Class  and  one- 
tenth  of  B Class,  the  loss  on  the  two,  counted  as  30 
and  20  per  cent,  respectively,  would  be  £120,000 ; if 
the  total  loss  were  limited  to  this  sum  75  per  cent,  of 
A,  tenanted  estates,  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  with- 
out iany  loss.  The  limit,  however,  should  be  at  least 
15  per  cent,  to  allow  for  a loss  of  5 or  6 per  cent,  on 
A.  This  last  figure  had  been  brought  down  from  9 
per  cent,  because  if  the  whole  county  were  dealt  with 
there  would  be  a larger  proportion  of  estates  of  better 
quality  in  A than  was  shown  in  the  schedule,  59819- 
21,  59942-3,  59947. — In  practice  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  preserve  the  exact  proportions  of  A.  B,  C, 
though  if,  as  seemed  probable,  as  much  as  one-third 
of  O could  not  ibe  acquired,  more  of  B oould  be  bought, 
and  in  that  way  the  loss  on  the  gross  output  kept 
within  a fixed  average.  This,  however,  was  uncer- 
tain, for  the  Board  should  in  future  buy  blocks  of 
estates,  and  there  might  be  an  excess  of  A over  B or 
of  C over  the  others.  If  there  were  at  any  time  an 
accumulation  of  B the  purchase  of  A and  C would 
have  to  cease  for  a while,  and  the  output  would  he 
less.  There  should  not  he  more  than  £1,000, 000 
worth  of  C in  hand  at  any  time.  If  the  annual 
giant  to  be  made  to  the  Board  were  based  on  an 
average  net  loss  it  would  be  necessary  to  allow  them  a 
reasonable  discretion  in  tbe  selection  and  grouping 
of  estates,  so  as  to  keep  the  total  of  the  varying 
losses  within  the  estimate.  It  would  be  objectionable 
to  fix  the  grant  on  a varying  percentage  of  loss ; it 
would  be  preferable  to  have  an  annual  grant  fixed  by 
a new  Act  placed  at  their  disposal  to  he  applied  at 
their  discretion,  subject  to  the  general  understand- 
ing that  they  would  sell  annually  about  £1,000,000 
worth  of  estates,  59705,  59819,  59829-32,  59855, 59861, 
59883-91. — The  Commission  should  make  it  perfectly 
clear  in  their  recommendation  that  very  variable 
losses  were  necessarily  incurred  in  dealing  with  dif- 
ferent classes  of  estates  and  that  the  percentage 
named-  by  them  was  the  average  for  all  classes,  so  as 
to  prevent  people  from  clamouring  for  the  average 
percentage  of  loss  in  the  treatment  of  each  estate, 
69889-93. 


Power  for  the  Board  to  Exclude  Estates  or  Por- 
tions of  Estates  not  Requiring  Treatment. 

It  should  rest  with  the  Board  to  exclude  from  pur- 
chase estates  or  portions  of  estates  which  oould  be 
sold  without  special  treatment,  59819,  59855. — They 
would  have  any  large  property  offered  thorn  inspected, 
and  if  a substantial  portion  either  did  not  need  or 
was  incapable  of  improvement,  it  should  he  certified 
as  a separate  estate  to  be  sold  direct  (as  its  purchase 
by  the  Board  would  lead  to  great  dissatisfaction,  and 
hamper  the  work  of  reform  on  other  properties), 
59412-3,  59415. — Landlords  and  tenants  would  pro- 
bably easily  come  to  terms  over  the  good  part  of  the 
estate  when  they  understood-  the  reason  for  splitting 
up  the  property.  Tenants  would  not  wish  their  hold- 
ings to  be  bought  by  the  Board  and  held  for  -a  couple 
of  years  when  no  money  would  be  spent  on  them 
eventually,  59146,  59438. — In  the  few  cases  where 
landlords  and  tenants  had  come  to  terms  before  ap- 
proaching the  Board  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
estates  had  been  increased.  There  w.as  a general  de- 
sire amongst  West  of  Ireland  landlords  to  do  it,  and 
tenants  were  so  anxious  for  the  Board  to  -buy  and 
improve  that  they  agreed  to  give  too  high  a price. 
The  landlord  should  first  notify  the  Board  of  his  in- 
tention to  sell,  whereupon  the  Board  would  inspect, 
and  in  many  oases  would  he  able  at  once  to  declare 
the  estate  one  which  could  be  sold  direct.  The  Board 
would  not  arrange  the  price,  but  the  landlord  would 
negotiate  direct  as  at  present,  59432-6,  59456,  59468- 
9,  59480-1. — If  inspection  showed  that  -a  portion 
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needed  treatment  the  Board  should  not  tell  the  land- 
lord to  arrange  as  he  could  with  his  tenants  about 
it,  for  many  estates  were  mortgaged  or  liable  to 
-family  charges  on  the  entire.  The  two  sections  should 
■be  declared  simultaneously — one  to  be  bought  by  the 
Board,  the  other  direct— at  a price  arranged  before 
the  issue  of  the  certificate,  59429,  59432-7,  59440, 
59455-6,  59460,  59468-9,  59491-2.—' There  would  be 
no  difficulty  about  inspection,  but  it  -must  take  place 
before  the  question  of  splitting  up  an  estate  oould 
be  determined,  59474. 


Maps  Required. 

A landlord  proposing  to  sell  to  the  Board  would  . 
have  to  lodge  a map  showing  the  actual  'holdings,  ,as 
he  had  to  do  now  for  the  Estates  Oommissioners.  At 
present  the  Board  only  required  (him  to  show  the 
•boundary  of  Oris  tenanted  and  untenanted  land. 
Several  properties  were  in  such  a state  of  rundale 
that  only  -highly-skilled  surveyors  oould  Lave  mapped 
them  out  extensively,  and  this  would  have  meant 
considerable  expense,  59417,  60246. 


Effect  on  Price  of  Separation  of  Estate  into  two 
Portions. 

A bargain  such  -as  that  contemplated  above  should 
not  affect  the  total  price.  The  Land  excluded  from 
treatment  should  always  'he  sold  higher  than  the 
other,  and  though  owners  -might  ask  too  much, 
tenants  were  able  to  -form  a standard  of  prices, 
59418-21. — Negotiations  should  be  subsequent  to  in- 
spection, but  in  any  oase  the  Board  would  not  be 
justified  in  refusing  a certificate,  though  oompulsory 
powers  should  be  used  later  if  necessary ; it  was  for 
the  Estates  Commissioners  to  approve  the  price  in 
cases  of  direct  sale,  .and  to  (have  the  non-zone  cases 
inspected ; the  Board’s  inspector  could,  when  in- 
specting ascertain  wh-at  the  tenants  were  prepared 
to  give,  and  could  then,  if  invited  by  "both  parties, 
act  as  a friendly  negotiator  in  regard  to  the  direct 
sale ; it  would  not  be  his  duty  to  fix  the  price,  but 
he  might  hiave  to  report  that  prices  were  such  as  the 
holdings  were  security  for,  or  that  they  were  within 
the  zones,  59421-2,  59429-30,  59437,  59482,  59493-4.— 
It  would  probably  be  -advisable  not  to  issue  the  cer- 
tificate until  the  price  had  been  arranged  for  both 
sections  of  the  estate  ; the  -aggregate  price  might  he 
settled1  if  the  Board  were  not  obliged  to  buy  the  -good 
section,  59427-8,  59442-4,  59501. 


Proportion  of  -Congestion  which  should  exclude 
an  Estate  or  portion  of  an  Estate  from  Direct 
Sale. 

It  would  not  be  desirable  to  fix  -any  proportion  of 
congestion  which  would  decide  the  Board  to  withhold 
the  certificate ; if  ten  out  of  -a  hundred  tenants 
needed  holdings  re-arranged  they  should  be  deatl  with  ; 
any  part  of  the  estate  not  needing;  treatment  should 
be  excluded  -from  purchase,  or,  in  a case  like  the 
above,  there  would  be  a large  transaction  for  small 
results  ; an  estate  with  four  or  five  scattered  holdings 
needing  improvement  should  pass  direct ; on  a 
mixed  estate  the  holdings  were  usually  clustered  to- 
gether, and  such  a section  with  four  or  five  tenants 
should  be  scheduled  as  congested,  and  treated  ; the 
Board  could  do  this,  -and  lose  the  ten  per  cent.  ; at 
present,  though  such  a townland  went  through  the 
agency  of  the  Estates  Commissioners,  it  did  not  ac- 
tually pass  into  their  possession,  59483-8,  59503-6. 


Powers  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  Direct  Sales. 
Board  should  have  same  Powers  as  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Most  landlords  would  probably,  if  they  could,  make 
the  sale  conditional  on  the  entire  estate  being  bought. 
The  Board  would  risk  nothing  by  doing  this,  but  their 
administration  would  be  encumbered,  and  there  would 
be  delay  and  expense,  59445-51,  59502,  59507. — It  wins 
possible  to  fit  part  -of  -an  estate  for  sale  more  quickly 
than  the  rest,  hut  the  Board  could  not  sell  land  until 
4 p 2 
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they  had  paid  for  it.  This  difficulty  could  be  met 
by  giving  the  Board  the  same  powers  as  were  con- 
ferred on  the  Estates  Commissioners  by  Section  6 of 
Act  of  1903,  when  part  of  *an  estate  was  to  be  sold 
direct,  of  having  the  sale  agreements  executed  by 
landlord  and  tenants,  the  Estates  Commissioners 
being  responsible  for  the  total  price  agreed  upon. 
The  inspector  might  arrange  that  a certain  number 
of  tenants  should  buy  direct  at,  say,  £10,000,  while 
the  Board  should  buy  the  rest  at,  say,  £40,000 ; if 
the  landlord  agreed  he  would  receive  both  sums,  in 
each  case  plus  the  bonus,  the  Board  securing  that  the 
tenants  would  agree  to,  and  pay,  the  price.  This 
would  be  easy  in  practice,  and  on  further  considera- 
tion, witness  believed  it  would  'be  the  best  plan.  First 
the  Board  would  value,  and  after  negotiating  with 
the  tenants,  make  up  the  gross  price,  asking  the  land- 
lord to  accept  it  on  condition  that  three-fourths  of 
the  tenants  signed  undertakings  to  pay  the  prices 
making  up  the  offer.  Tenants  whose  holdings  were 
not  to  be  improved  wei'e  always  willing  to  buy  with- 
out delay,  59458-60,  59472-3,  59489,  59503,  59506, 
59514-6,  59525,  59864-8,  59875,  60241-2.— Economic 
and  uneconomic  holdings  running  side  by  side  would 
sometimes  have  to  be  dealt  with  together  in  order  to 
carry  out  drainage,  road-making,  and  the  apportion- 
ment of  turbary.  There  might  be  a bog  centre  affecting 
the  whole  estate,  and  the  plan  sketched  out  above  had 
been  suggested  as  a solution  of  this  difficulty,  59411, 
59494-8,  59500-1. — The  Estates  ■Commissioners’  prac- 
tice was  to  make  all  tenants  sign  'agreements,  even 
those  whose  holdings  were  to  be  affected,  but  the 
Board  would  not  do  this ; if  a man  with  surplus 
turbary  signed  an  agreement  to  buy  his  holding 
without  any  reservation  he  would  not  allow  that  tur- 
bary to  be  allotted  to  other  tenants,  59865,  59876-82. 
— If  the  owner  of  an  estate  needing  treatment  in  any 
portion  were  dissatisfied  with  the  gross  price  it  would 
be  the  Board’s  duty  to  buy  the  whole  property  com- 
pulsorily. Estates  with  grass  lands  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  above  category,  59499,  59869-74. — Mak- 
ing Section  6 of  Act  of  1903  applicable  to  the  Board 
would  encumber  their  administration  to  some  extent, 
but  the  only  expense  involved  would  be  that  now  in- 
curred by  the  Estates  Commissioners  in  regard  to 
the  preparation  and  lodging  of  maps  and  agreements 
in  cases  of  direct  sale.  The  State  would  lose  nothing 
as  the  money  for  estates  to  be  passed  direct  would 
have  to  come  from  the  Land  Purchase  Fund,  no  mat- 
ter who  was  the  purchasing  authority,  59448-51, 
59508-12,  59554-7. — The  undertakings  might  still  be 
lodged  with  the  Estates  Commissioners,  who  in  any 
case  would  have  to  deal  eventually  with  the  vesting. 
They  would  inspect  as  to  boundaries  and  security  of 
non-zone  holdings  on  the  normal  section,  as  they  now 
did  on  the  whole  of  an  estate.  The  Board’s  respon- 
sibility would  end  when  the  agreements  had  been  ob- 
tained from  vendor  .and  tenants,  these  being  subject, 
as  in  all  cases  of  direct  sale,  to  the  approval  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  At  present  the  Board’s 
valuers  were  not  from  the  Land  Commission,  except 
an  respect  of  untenanted  lands  and  holdings  not  sub- 
ject to  judicial  tenancies,  and  then  they  only  in- 
spected for  occupation.  If,  however,  the 'Board  em- 
ployed them  in  the  first  instance  a firm  offer  could 
be  made  to  the  landlord,  for  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners probably  could  not-  offer  the  price  unless  the 
zone  limits  were  abolished.  The  judgment  of  the 
Land  Commission  valuers  should  in  any  case  be  ac- 
cepted as  final,  ,as  it  would  be  based  'on  practical 
knowledge,  whereas  the  Estates  Commissioners  would 
aothave  seen  the  holding  in  question,  59529-39, 
59541-6.— No  matter  what  was  done  estates  needing 
treatment  would  Slave  to  be  separated  from  others  bv 
somebodv.  59548.  J 


Guarantee  Question. 

The  Board  up  to  the  present  liad  been  obliged  t 
guarantee  against  default  of  annuities  on  all  tb 
sales.  That  guarantee  should  not  be  applied  to  th 
Larger  volume  of  work  proposed,  because,  being  a 
accumulatmrr  liability,  it  would  seriously  affect  tb 
-Board  s position  m a few  years,  59540-1. 

Cost  of  Inspection  under  proposed  New  Scheme. 

Witn^s  believed  inspection  cost  a good  deal  i 
scattered  cases,  but  £10,000  would  probally  well  cove 
the  outlay  which  the  Board  would  have  to  meet  unde 

. * See  Appendix  to  The  Eleventh  Report 


the  scheme  suggested,  59536,  59557-9. — Transactions 
in  regard  to  direct  sales  should  not  be  included  in  the 
£1,000,000  which  had  been  proposed  as  the  Board’s 
■income  for  land  purchase,  or  it  would  take  about  25 
years  to  pass  the  17  to  30  millions  worth  of  property 
to  be  dealt  with,  59454,  59507,  59513,  59517-20,  59547 
59549-52. 

It  should  be  possible  to  exceed  £1,000,000  a year 
IN  exceptional  cases. 

In  any  case  it  would  be  well  if  legislation  were  to 
provide  for  dealing  with  a larger  output  of  estates 
needing  treatment  when  the  owners  walling  to  sell 
and  the  tenants  willing  to  buy  represented  properly 
of  value  in  excess  of  the  proposed  million  a year. 
Otherwise  there  would  probably  be  great  dissatisfac- 
tion over  the  delay  which  would  necessarily  be  in 
curred  over  the  transfer  of  property,  59855. 

Amount  of  Land  which  the  Board  should  have 
IN  hands  in  order  to  turn  out  a million’s 
Worth  Annually. 

If  the  Board  turned  out  a million’s  worth  of  land 
a year  they  should  hold  nearly  three  millions’  worth. 
The  tenanted  land  would,  on  an  average,  be  under 
treatment  for  two  years.  They  should  if  possible 
have  about  a million’s  worth  of  untenanted  land,  as 
stock  in  hands,  so  as  to>  give  migrants  a larger  choice, 
only  selling  and  buying  one-third  each  year,  60008-10. 

Means  of  obtaining  Information  as  to  Amount  of 
Grass  Lands  available. 

The  only  information  of  any  value  which  could  be 
obtained  as  to  the  amount  of  grass  land  available  for 
migration  had  already  been  furnished,  to  the  Commis- 
sion under  the  heading  “ Non-residential  Holdings.”* 
As  to  the  number  of  years  it  would  take  to  absorb  all 
the  grass  lands  of  the  eight  counties,  the  estimate 
supplied  by  witness  gave  full  information.  It  was 
an  outside  estimate,  giving  the  poor  law  valuation 
and  the  acreage,  59773-6,  60004-7. 

Re-organisation  of  Staff  Required — Cost,  &c. 

The  present  outdoor  staff  cost  between  £18,000  ami 
£20,000  ; the  indoor  staff  £9,000  or  £10,000,  the  total 
cost,  including  office  expenses,  being  £31,000  or 
£32,000.  The  staff,  now  up  to  its  full  strength, 
would  be  able  to  deal  with  about  £300,000  worth  of 
property  per  year  if  in  future  they  were  allowed  to 
proceed  without  interruption  and  delay.  The  amount 
of  additional  land  which  it  was  proposed  to  deal  with 
would  not  proportionately  increase  the  -amount  of 
work  which  would  be  done  by  the  superior  officers, 
but  the  staff  should  be  reorganised  ; the  outdoor  staff 
should  be  trebled,  because  land  should  be  turned  out 
more  rapidly,  and  much  time  would  be  taken  up  in- 
specting estates  and  negotiating  for  purchase.  From 
£50,000  to  £60,000  would  be  needed,  including  ex- 
penses of  clerks  of  works,  surveyors,  and  inspectors, 
now  charged  to  estates.  The  indoor  staff  would  not 
need  a proportionate  increase,  60011-23,  60052-5.— 
The  staff  should  be  reorganised.  Instead  of  four  in- 
spectors and  five  assistants  there  should  be  nine  in- 
spectors— one  in  each  county  or  other  defined  area ; 
in  some  counties  two  would  probably  be  needed.  The 
inspector’s  duty  would  be  to  do  in  his  district  very 
much  what  witness  tried  -to  do  over  the  whole  area, 
there  would  be  a chief  inspector  to  supervise  the 
others,  and  each  of  these  last  would  direct  and  train 
men  to  carry  out  tire  detailed  work,  60027-9,  60055-6. 
—An  enormous  staff  would  not  be  required  for  split- 
ting up  an  estate  into  one  section  which  needed  and 
one  which  did  not  need  treatment.  The  revision  of 
maps  for  the  good  portion  would  be  a small  matter  J 
while  the  expense  of  mapping  the  other  port  would, 
os  stated,  fall  on  the  landlord,  59417,  60242-6. 

Procedure  now  followed  by  the  Board  in  regard 
to  Land  Purchase. 

Proposals  to  sell  to  the  Board  were  .always  sent 
through  the  Secretary.  Witness  then  submitted  a 
short  report  to  the  Board  os  to  the  advisability  or 
otherwise  of  buying.  If  the  estate  seemed  suitable 
he  asked  authority  to  inspect  it ; then,  having  in- 
spected and  valued,  classifying  the  rental  and 
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•so  forth,  he  reported  to  the  Board,  naming  a maxi- 
mum price  they  might  offer,  and  giving  an  estimate 
as  to  the  cost  of  re-arrangement;  the  offer  if  issued 
■was  prepared  fey  the  solicitor,  and  sent  through  the 
Secretary ; the  Board  did  not  as  a rule  make  a 
second  offer,  and  their  offer  was  always  conditional 
on  verification  of  the  particulars  supplied  them ; 
subsequent  negotiations,  up  to  the  stage  of  purchase, 
were  in  the  hands  of  witness  and  of  his  staff  and 
assistants ; the  legal  steps  of  the  purchase  were 
carried  out  by  solicitors ; meanwhile  witness 
gave  the  Board  a detailed  estimate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditure  for  the  period  from  purchase  to  re- 
sale ; witness  could  not  exceed  the  limits  laid  down 
in  the  estimate  and  approved  by  the  Board  without 
authority  from  the  Board ; the  work  of  re-arrange- 
ment was  carried  out  by  the  Board’s  clerk  of  works 
and  superintended  by  the  inspectors  and  assistants, 
60032-51. 

Uncompleted  Sales. 

If  the  Board  were  to  operate  in  congested  areas 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  some 
difficulty  would  arise  in  regard  to  uncompleted  sales. 
The  Estates  Commissioners  might  hand  over  all 
originating  requests  and  applications  in  respect  of 
such  estates  to  the  Board  to  deal  with,  the  Board 
deciding  whether  to  certify  the  properties  as  fit  to 
be  passed  by  direct  sale.  If  the  estate  had  not  been 
declared  by  the  Estates  Commissioners  no  agreement 
would  have  been  entered  into  with  the  tenants.  The 
landlord  however,  might  reasonably  object  to  the 
Board’s  reviewing  the  price  proposed  for  holdings  not 
within  the  zone  conditions,  he  having  lodged  an 
agreement  on  the  understanding  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  alone  could  fulfil  that  function, 
60233-9. 

Impending  Revision  of  Bonds — Effect  on  Rate 

Sales  to  Estates  Commissioners,  the  Board 

BEING  RESTRICTED  FROM  PURCHASE  PENDING  RE- 
PORT OF  PRESENT  COMMISSION. 

Anticipating  a change  in  the  bonus  adverse  to  their 
interests,  landlords  were  anxious  to  sell  as  quickly 
.as  possible,  and  to  get  on  the  list  for  the  payment  of 
purchase  money ; according  to  Mr.  CalLan’s  figures 
nearly  one-half  of  the  holdings  in  counties  containing 
congestion  were  either  sold  or  had  been  offered  for 
sale,  and  probably  a very  large  proportion  of  the  re- 
maining half  would  he  offered  to  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners within  the  next  three  or  four  months ; a con- 
siderable area  of  the  non-economic  and  intermixed 
holdings  could  then  be  vested,  and  tire  problem  of 
dealing  with  vested  congestion  would  be  much  en- 
larged. Several  Mayo  landlords  had  lately  ap- 
proached witness,  only  to  be  told'  that  the  Board  was 
debarred  from  purchasing  at  present,  60247-9. — On 
receiving  this  answer,  Lord  Arran’s  agent  had  at 
once  arranged  with  the  tenants  on  tire  following 
terms: — All  the  untenanted  land  on  the  estate  would 
be  given  to  tenants  or  their  sons ; other  estates  con  - 
taining untenanted  lands  would  be  sold  on  the  same 
conditions,  and  these  estates  would  be  bought  at  once, 
as  owners  would  get  nearly  tlxeir  own  price  from 
tenants  on  such  terms,  60253. — A landlord  had  no 
right  to  force  such  an  agreement  on  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, but  the  tenants  themselves  would  insist- 
on  having  the  land  regardless  of  the  law,  60255-6. — If 
the  sales  of  estates  continued  and  the  Board  were 
debarred  from  buying  the  idea  of  forming  a new  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  should  be  abandoned,  60257-8. 


Withdrawal  of  all  Power  from  Board  and  Es- 
tates Commissioners  to  give  Land  to  Sons  of 
Tenants  proposed. 

The  Estates  Commissioners  had  given  fifteen  out 
of  seventeen  new  holdings  near  Castlerea  to  sons  of 
tenants,  59911. — They  had  only  done  their  duly 
under  the  Act  of  1903,  but  their  action  made 
the  work  of  migration  on  adjacent  lands  much 
more  difficult  both  for  themselves  and  for  the 
Board,  59914. — Landholders  openly  stated  that 
their  sons  had  the  first  claim  to  holdings ; 
the  Estates  Commissioners  had  given  holdings  near 
•Castlerea  to  sons  of  tenants  on  the  Dillon  and  De 
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Freyne  Estates  -bought  by  the  Board ; the  Board  had 
only  given  four  holdings  to  sons  of  tenants ; the 
law  should  not  only  be  altered  in  regard  to  the  Es- 
tates Commissioners,  -but  the  Board’s  power  of  giving 
surplus  land  to  sons  of  tenants  should  also  be  with 
drawn,  or  it  would  he  impossible  to  carry  out  migra- 
tion on  a large  scale  ; at  present  the  agitation  which 
had  arisen  since  the  Act  of  1903  was  very  effective  in 
preventing  people  from  migrating,  but  in  face  of  it, 
the  desire  to  migrate  had  increased  ; witness  would 
not  buy  large  blocks  of  land  without  knowing  that 
the  land  acquired  was  passing  satisfactorily  to 
people  who  had  surrendered  land  for  the  relief  of 
congestion,  59908-33,  59977-8. 


Re-sale  by  Tenant  Purchasers — Pre-emption 
Question,  &c. 

The  Board  had  done  enough  for  their  migrants, 
but  -they  should  be  further  helped  by  being  given  agri- 
cultural eduoation  and  direction  when  put  on  their 
new  holdings,  59853-5. — None  of  the  Board’s  migrants 
had  sold,  and  they  were  not  likely  to  do  so  unless 
they  failed  from  some  cause,  in  which  case  a man 
ought  to  sell  his  interest;  he  would  probably  be  re- 
placed. by  a better  man,  and  this  would  increase  the 
security.  The  State  was  justified  in  losing  so  much 
in  order  to  have  a holding  formed'  to  be  occupied  by 
-an  industrious  family  for  the  'benefit  of  the  country, 
and  in  order  to  relieve  congestion.  It  did  not  con- 
cern the  State  if  a -man  sold  within  a month.  A 
smaller  loss  would  have  -been  incurred  by  emigration, 
but  no  one  'advocated  wholesale  emigration  as  a desir- 
able remedy  for  congestion,  59774-81. — It  would  not 
be  unfair  if  the  State  refused  to  sanction  a sale  un- 
less the  loss  previously  entailed  by  migrating  the 
holder  were  repaid,  but  there  would  he  less  induce- 
ment to  migrate,  60003. — Legislation  restricting  an 
occupier  from  mortgaging  his  holding  would  not  inter- 
fere with  his  credit,  as  this,  in  the  case  of  a small 
holder,  was  largely  regulated  by  his  personal  charac- 
ter -and  reputation.  The  proportion  of  small  hold- 
ings sold  for  debts  was  very  small,  60002. — When 
holdings  in  counties  containing  congested  districts 
were  put  up  for  sale  the  Board  should  have  the  right 
of  pre-emption,  60031. 


Compulsory  Powers  Needed  in  order  to  Acquire 
Large  Blocks  of  Land. 

The  ground  for  the  claim  for  compulsory  powers 
was  based  upon  the  necessity  of  the  Board’s  dealing 
with  large  blocks  of  districts.  Granted  these  powers, 
the  Board  should  operate  in  all  the  counties  .at  the 
same  time.  They  would  be  regulated  in  their  mode 
of  starting  by  the  particular  district  in  which  they 
started,  and  by  the  estates  offered  them  at  the  be- 
ginning of  their  operations.  There  should  he  a list, 
say,  of  ten  centres  in  Mayo,  with  ten  resident 
officers,  each  of  whom  would  begin  with  one  estate, 
widening  the  field  of  operations  until  the  whole 
country  was  covered.  When  the  Board  began  work- 
ing in  a centre  where  the  landlord  had  offered  to  sell, 
and  they  made  no  trouble,  conditions  being  favour- 
able, the  adjoining  landlords  almost  invariably  of- 
fered, and  the  area  was  gradually  enlarged.  Land- 
lords seldom  objected  to  a discreet  inquiry  as  to  their 
willingness  to  sell.  Compulsion  should  not  be  re- 
sorted to  hastily,  and  should  only  he  used  when  a 
landlord  refused  to  sell  an  estate  either  tenanted  or 
untenanted  which  it  was  desirable  to  acquire.  Satis- 
factory progress  would  probably  be  made  in  negotia- 
tions if  the  Board  proceeded  quietly,  59951-6. 


Price  required  to  give  Landlord  iiis  Net  Income 
— Effect  of  Rate  of  Interest. 

The  Board  since  1903  had  paid  27*}  years’  purchase 
for  grass  land.  This  price,  plus  the  bonus,  would 
not  give  a man  his  net  income  on  the  3£  per  cent, 
basis.  To  do  this  it  might  be  necessary  to  give  os 
much  as  35  years’  purchase  of  the  agricultural  rent 
of  the  very  good  grass  lands,  because  the  rents  ob- 
tainable for  this  for  'accommodation  purposes  were 
far  in  excess  of  their  agricultural  value.  This,  the 
very  best  land,  was  the  last  which  the  Board  would 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


6*28  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON . CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 


DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY — continued. 


DORAN,  Mr.  HENRY — continued. 


seek  to  acquire,  or  if  they  did  buy  it  they  would  keep 
it  for  grazing,  as  it  was  much  needed  for  this  purpose 
in  poor  districts.  In  this  case  it  would  probably  re- 
turn what  had  'been  given  for  it.  The  Board’s  opera- 
tions would  diminish  the  demand  ias  well  as  the  supply 
of  this  land,  for  if  the  poorer  land  were  taken  from 
graziers  they  would  no  longer  want  grass  lands  for 
accommodation  purposes,  59783-97,  59804-7. — No  land- 
lord would  refuse  to  exchange  his  income  from  un- 
tenanted land  for  an  investment  at  four  per  cent., 
pas  it  could  be  proved  that  the  majority  of  grazing 
rents  in  the  West  of  Ireland  had  fallen  considerably 
in  the  last  twenty  years,  59741,  59808. — Inferior  land 
had  deteriorated  largely  because  store  cattle  had  been 
fed  on  it  continuously,  while  no  manure  had  been 
put  into  it;  the  very  best  land  had  suffered  least, 
but  all  kinds  of  grass  lands  had  depreciated  very 
much  ; for  the  last  ten  years  not  so  much,  and  for 
tiie  last  five  yearn  still  less.  In  several  places  the 
grazing  rental  had  been  stationary,  but.  there  had 
been  no  rise  ; a truer  test  of  the  letting  value  of  grass 
lands  would  be  furnished  by  the  last  five  than  by  the 
last  ten  years,  59808-18. 

Powers  of  Pre-emption,  Resumption,  Determining 
Future  Tenancies,  &c. 


The  Board  had  sometimes  acquired  tenanted  hold- 
ings by  voluntary  agreement;  sometimes  they  had 
served  notice  to  pre-empt,  having  been  advised  in 
several  cases  to  pay  the  excessive  prices  offered  when 
inquiry  had  shown  the  intending  purchaser  to  be  a 
bona  fide  one ; a tenant  holding  under  a judicial 
tenancy  could  not  complete  the  sale  of  the  tenant- 
right  without  first  serving  the  landlord  with  a notice 
of  his  intention  to  sell  land  of  the  terms  of  sale. 
Holdings  were  not  often  sold  by  auction  ; the  land- 
lord would  make  an  offer,  and  if  he  and  the 
tenant  failed  to  come  to  terms  the  Land  Commission, 
after  hearing  .both  sides,  would  fix  the  price  at  which 
the  landlord  would  pre-empt ; in  cases  of  resumption 
by  the  Board  the  prices  had  usually  been  arranged 
without  going  'before  the  Land  Commission,  though 
m a few  oases  they  3iad  had  to  go  into 
court,  59742-5. — An  ordinary  landlord  could  not 
resume  possession  of  holdings  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  his  demesne  or  for  taking  sites  for 
©^tension  of  a town;  while  the  Act  of 
1903  empowered  the  Board  to  do  so  for  the  purpose  of 
migration  and  the  enlargement  of  holdings,  as  well 
1M1  sm?  P“ffs  spewed  in  the  Act  of 

1881,  59747.  —Witness  did  not  think  the  ' Estates 
Commissioners  had  the  Board’s  extended  powers  of 
f sumption  .might  VSvS 

as  ft  usnaTlt’  and  -'a  Sf3* S notice  was  not  necessary, 
“uaUy  was  in  the  case  of  determining  a future 
tenancy  Any  landlord  could  do  that  by  serving 

cases,  but  had  had  to  give  compensation  in  aocord- 
scale,?ai“  down  by  the  Act  of  1881 
lSXed  the  rent  pa.yet.le  and  the 

been  several  such  cases,  59759-61.  l'ately 

Maintenance  or  Improvements. 

iUy  lefore  ^ 7"*“  P1*' 

59980.  The  BoZ “ “«», 
or  a.  road  for  the  JwiAfit  either  a dram 
Cmmty  or  District  CWil  £o J hJ°Winf ' The 
sponsible  for  the  maintenai^  ff  \ made  re- 
drainage,  with  power  to  w °f  the  ^^erial 
holdings  'benefited.  It  was  vem  . ■ra*6  °n  the 
tiiould  be  a central  official  th,at  ibere 

Crnnty  Councils  do  *°.  ™<*e  tie 

59884-5.  Tile  Boatd  Sff 


pounds  towards  roads  which  could  not  be  dealt  with 
by  the  county,  but  they  had  also  made  many  accom- 
modation roads  for  access  to  detached  parts  of  hold- 
ings, bogs,  etc.,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  require 
the  people  who  did  not  use  these  roads  to  pay  far 
them.  Possibly  the  Department  of  Agriculture  could 
make  some  small  contribution  towards  the  upkeep  of 
these  roads  in  the  interests  of  agricultural  develon- 
nent,  59991-3,  59999. — The  new  Board  should  have 
compulsory  powers  to  oall  on  the  people  accommodated 

ta  particular  road  to  repair  it  if  necessary,  and  in 
event  of  their  failing  to  do  this,  to  make  a levy 
for  the  cost  of  having  it  put  into  proper  condition 
There  was  not  much  danger  of  houses  being  allowed 
to  go  out  of  repair,  60001. 


Improvement  of  Houses  : Board’s  Houses Im- 

provements Scheme  did  not  Overlap  Work  of 
Commission. 

The  purchase  of  land  in  blocks  would  not  do  away 
with  the  need  for  Parish  Committees,  because  the 
Board  would  wish  to  deal  with  estates  quickly  in  two- 
or  three  years,  and  they  could  not  in  that  time  en- 
sure all  the  houses  'being  improved.  The  conditions, 
which  the  Board  while  dealing  with  on  estate  offered 
for  the  improvement  of  the  houses  were  far  more- 
favourable  than  those  offered  by  the  Parish  Com- 
mittees, -and  though  a fair  number  of  people  took  ad- 
vantage of  this,  very  many  could  not  be  induced  to- 
carry  out  desirable  improvements  while  the  Board 
could  employ  them  at  full  wages,  59895-902.— They 
were  engaged  when  at  home  in  road-making  and 
drainage  in  the  summer,  and  at  fencing,  etc.,  in  the 
winter.  In  spite  of  the  Board’s  efforts  a very  large 
proportion  of  bad  houses  remained  on  many  estates, 
59905. — In  the  idle  time  of  the  year  people  worked 
under  the  Parish  Committee  schemes,  and  the  House 
Improvement  scheme  in  most  of  the  poor  districts 
was  too  slow  to  allow  of  its  being  withdrawn  on 
sale  of  the  estate.  No  one  with  a holding  on  an  es- 
tate being  treated  by  the  Board  could  get  a grant 
under  the  schemes,  so  there  was  no  over-lopping.  In 
any  case  the  Parish  Committee’s  work  extended  over 
the  whole  congested  area,  and  was  not  confined  to 
estates  bought  by  the  Board,  59905-7. 

MITCHELL,  Mr.  F.  W.  D. 

See  also  p.  23. 


Ui-  JVUM.1KXSTKATION. 

The  cost  of  the  Board’s  administration,  including 
estates,  fisheries  and  everything,  amounted  for  the 
present  year  to  £36,000.  The  share  of  this  attribu- 
table to  the  estates  business  was  about  £25,000  made- 
rinnm  — Outdoor  staff  and  expenses = about 

£10,000  ; indoor  staff  and  office  expenses = (roughly 
estimated)  £12,100 ; law  staff  and  expenses  = £4,000. 
«T1S  iiast  £g.ure  was  unusually  high,  due  to  some  of 
the  charges  for  previous  years  having  been  paid  this 
amount  would  be  at  least  £2,500, 
60259-70,  60296,  60300. 


Proposed  Increase  in  Staff,  Additional  Expendi- 
ture, ETC. 

^e,  ®s.tat®s  Branch  there  were  16  temporary 
f;  Jl1andxrir!less  proposed  adding  16  more  in  order 
v , trebled  amount  of  work  it  was  pro- 

tHn  the  Board-  There  was  uo  reason 

X™  thiat  H18  other  estates  would  be  less  trouble- 
p-e  . _ +ose,  ab'eady  treated  ; witness  understood  that 
eluded  ? ^ Passed  for  direct  sale  were  not  to  be  in- 
which  „ million’s  worth  of  land  on 

held  a^ditur®  was  being  calculated ; the 

civil  sirtro^i-8.  branch  was  the  only  permanent 
man  ’ £e  TOas  o^ief  clerk  and  senior 

ft  ?ffice  uext  to  the  Secretary  and 
The SSS?  ?nd  drew  a salary  of  £500  a year, 
a -week  to°f  npnntemP°rary  clerks  ranged  from  25s. 
first  0 a year,  60264-75.— For  the 

if  effifciIntmCS,hs  had  25s.  a week,  and 

creased  L ^eir  ,salary  was  gradually  in- 
a'bout  ^ P,e  t516  maximum  salary  was 

about  £150,  hut  tiiere  were  one  or  two  temporary 
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■clerks,  who  had  been  in  the  office  12-  years  or  more, 
receiving  £200.  The  clerical  staff  was  paid  at  a lower 
irate  in  the  aggregate  than  any  department  of  the 
•Civil  Service  in  Ireland.  It  had  not  been  proposed 
-to  increase  the  salaries;  they  had  been  estimated  at 
£100  a year  each,  which  would  allow  for  some  incre- 
ments. The  temporary  clerks  would  like  to  be  made 
permanent  civil  servants  and  given  the  right 
to  pensions,  60276-9. — There  would  be  an  in- 
crease in  the  collection  of  rents  corresponding 
to  the  increased  number  of  estates  it  was 
proposed  to  deal  with.  The  Land  Commis- 

sion did  not  collect  the  annuities  until  the  hold- 
ings had  been  re-sold.  There  was  an  officer  in  chai'ge 
•of  the  rent  branch  of  the  outdoor  staff,  with  a salary 
between  £300  and  £400,  and  a third-class  clerk 
receiving  £172.  There  were  eleven  temporary  clerks, 
and  witness  proposed  to  add  eleven  more.  The  ac- 
counts branch  did  work  in  addition  to  that  connected 
with  estates.  The  present  staff  consisted  of  a book- 
keeper,  at  from  £350  to  £400,  two  third-class  clerks, 
•one  with  £180,  and  one  with  £95,  and  eleven  other 
clerks.  Witness  suggested  adding  twelve  temporary 
clerks,  involving  an  additional  expenditure  of  £1,200 
in  salaries,  60287-91. — The  correspondence  branch 
and  the  stores  branch  should  also  be  consider- 
ably increased.  The  work  of  the  former  was 
■chiefly  in  connection  with  estates.  The  aggre- 
gate increase  needed  would  be  £14,600.  This 
would  cover  the  cost  of  office  maintenance, 
printing,  stationery,  postage  and  telegrams.  To 
this  something  should  be  added  in  order  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  men  holding  office,  as  an  enlarged 
staff  would  entail  more  work.  Then  there  were  about 
half-a-dozen  heads  of  branches  who  would  naturally 
expect  higher  salaries  for  the  same  reason,  60291-95. 
— After  consulting  with  Mr.  O’Connor,  witness  had 
decided  that  the  present  law  staff  expenditure  should 
be  raised  to  £6,500.  Experience  had  shown  the  ad- 
visability of  making  a rather  liberal  estimate,  but 
£500  might  be  taken  off  and  spent  in  increasing  the 
above-mentioned  salaries,  60296-304. 


Amount  of  Interest  paid  by  the  Board,  Loans 
WOULD  BE  NEEDED. 

The  Boavd  were  now  paying  an  abnormal  amount 
of  interest — £9,000  on  their  estimate  for  the  current 
year — chiefly  because  they  had  not  yet  repaid  a sum 
of  nearly  £50,000,  and  this  year  they  were  paying 
instalments  as  well  as  interest.  The  above  sum  had 
been  borrowed  from  the  Boaixl  of  Works,  with  the 
•consent  of  the  Treasury,  out  of  the  local  loans  fund, 
on  the  security  of  the  Church  Surplus  Grant,  for  the 
improvement  of  estates,  and  to  some  extent  also  for 
•other  purposes,  Raiffeisen  banks,  agricultural 

loans  and  loans  to  tenants.  If  the  Board  had  3 
millions’  worth  of  property  in  hands  it  would  be  fair 
to  assume  that  the  amount  they  could  borrow  from  the 
Board  of  Works  would  be  £200,000 — the  enhanced 
value  recoverable  on  that  amount  of  land.  Under 
the  Treasury  rules  they  could  not  borrow  more  than 
they  would  probably  be.  able  to  recover  out  of  the 
expenditure.  The  estimate  had  been  based  on  past 
■experience.  The  Board  had  no  fund  from  which  they 
could  draw  in  order  to  meet  the  heavy  expenditure 
■entailed  by  estates  when  in  hands.  When  they  re- 
sold they  could  only  recover  a small  portion  of  the 
outlay,  losing  the  balance  and  the  interest,  60305-12. 
—In  cases  of  emergency,  the  Board  had  a statutory 
right  under  the  Act  of  1891  to  draw  a portion  of  the 
Church  Surplus  Grant  of  £1,500,000  if  the  Treasury 
approved.  If  would  be  quite  allowable  and  doubtless 
advisable  if  this  were  done  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, but  it  might  be  objectionable  to  borrow  any 
large  part  of  a sum  of  money  which  the  Board  had 
given  as  security.  A considerable  sum  had  been  guar- 
anteed to  cover  the  purchase  by  tenant-purchasers 
in  the  Board’s  area,  but  since  the  last  Act  the  whole 
sum  was  not  in  the  contingent  guarantee.  The  Trea- 
sury might,  however,  help  in  another  way,  viz.,  by 
giving  a loan  from  the  Board  of  Works.  Borrowing 
from  the  Grant  would  mean  paying  interest  at  the 
rate  of  2|  instead  of  3 £ per  cent.  A great  emergency 
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had  arisen,  and  if  it  were  known  that  the  Treasury 
would  not  advance  the  £25,000  asked  for  in  the  esti- 
mate, Mr.  Doran  should  be  wired  to  immediately  to 
stop  all  the  work  being  done  on  estates,  as  the  Board 
would  be  bankrupt  at  the  end  of  the  month,  60313-33. 


Floating  Capital  which  would  be  needed. 

Mr.  Doran  assumed  that  there  would  continue  to 
be  delay  in  recovering  the  proceeds  of  estates  on  re- 
sale, and  the  Board  would  need  some  floating  capital 
to  tide  them  over  this  interval.  Hitherto  they  had 
accumulated  some  floating  capital  by  saving,  but  it 
had  been  insufficient,  and  there  would  be  a £40,000 
deficit  at  the  end  of  this  year.  If  Parliament  gave 
the  Board  a sufficiently  large  income  they  might  be 
able  to  save  enough  the  first  year  to  provide  a floating 
capital.  They  had  a surplus  every  year  on  their 
estimates.  They  never  exceeded  their  income  and 
had  several  times  stopped  Mr.  Doran’s  work  in  order 
to  avoid  a deficit.  The  Board's  work  had  been  in- 
creasing tpo  fast  for  their  means ; even  if  they  had 
a surplus  they  would  not  have  to  surrender  it  to  the 
Government,  as  did  other  departments.  They  only 
submitted  their  accounts  to  obtain  the  formal  sanc- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  60333-44. 


Loss  on  Estates. 

The  adoption  of  Mr.  Doran’s  proposal  that  the  cost 
of  Clerks  of  Works  and  Surveyors  should  in  future  be 
charged  to  administration,  would,  roughly  speaking, 
bring  his  estimated  loss  on  estates  down  to  £125,000, 
i.e.,  to  12 .£  instead  of  15  per  cent.,  60345-9. 

Proposed  Increased  Expenditure  on  Parish  Com- 
mittees. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  the  Board  would  like 
to  increase  the  number  and  enlarge  the  grants  of 
Parish  Committees,  raising  the  total  expenditure  in 
this  direction  from  £12,000  to  £20,000.  If  all  Con- 
naught were  scheduled  the  Board  would  have  to  refuse 
to  listen  to  the  applications  for  grants,  with  which 
they  would  be  besieged.  60356-9. — No  allowance  had 
been  made  in  the  estimate  for  agricultural  develop- 
ment, and  only  50  per  cent,  had  been  added,  on  a 
l-ough  guess,  for  industrial  development.  When  the 
Board  had  helped  Fox  ford  so  liberally  they  had  had 
plenty  of  funds,  but  since  then  they  had  not  the 
means  to  encourage  any  such  project,  60364-9. 


Expenditure  on  Fisheries. 

The  gross  expenditure,  direct  and  indirect,  on  fish- 
ing during  the  previous  year — a normal  one — had 
been  £40,000,  out  of  which  £26,000  had  been  re- 
covered. There  should  be  more  officers,  and  the  Board 
should  spend  more  on  piers  and  perhaps  on  boats. 
They  were  now  paying  £3,900  for  steamer  services, 
£3,000  of  which  was  the  cost  of  the  Granuaile.  Wit- 
ness had  assumed  in  his  estimate  that  the  Board 
would  not  revive  subsidies  which  had  been  withdrawn, 
although  they  might  do  this  if  they  had  the  means, 
60379-86. 

Transfer  of  AonicuLTunAL  Work  from  the  Board 
to  the  Department. 

The  Board  would  never  have  consented  to  the  trans- 
fer of  the  agricultural  work  to  the  Department  had 
they  known  that  what  they  had  been  carrying  on  at 
a cost  of  £11,000  was  to  he  practically  extinguished 
by  being  reduced  to  £2,000.  Parliament  should  have 
given  a further  grant,  but  the  Department  should  not 
have  accepted  the  transfer  until  they  had  the  neces- 
sary money.  Witness  believed  they  were  now  ex- 
pending up  to  £10,000,  60370-8. — Witness  had  no 
authority  for  his  estimate ; he  merely  wished  to 
help  the  Commission  to  judge  how  Mr.  Doran’s  pro- 
posals would  work  in  with  the  income;  the  figures 
had  been  made  up  hastily,  60359,  60386. 
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